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THE 


Parliamentary  D  ebates 

During  the  Third  Session  of  the  Seventh  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
appointed  to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Fifth  Day  of 
February  1822,  in  the  lliird  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Fourth. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesdatf,  February  5,     1822. 

X  HE  Kjno*s  Speech  on  Opening  the 
Session.]  This  daj  his  majesty  came  in 
state  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  bein^ 
seated  oo  the  throne,  the  gentleman  usher 
of  the  black  rod  was  directed  to  summon 
the  Commons  to  attend.  The  Commons, 
headed  by  their  Speaker,  having  presented 
themseWes  at  the  bar,  h^  majesty  deliver* 
ed  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houses: 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

**  I  have  the  satis&ctton  of  informing 
you,  that  I  continue  to  receive  from  fo- 
reign powers  the  strongest  assurances  of 
their  friendly  disposition  towards  this 
country. 

<*  It  Is  impossible  for  me  not  to  feel 
deeply  interested  in  any  event  that  may 
have  a  tendency  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
Europe.  My  endeavours  have,  therefore, 
been  directed,  in  conjunction  with  my 
AUies,  to  the  settlement  of  the  di&rences 
which  have  unfortunately  arisen  between 
the .  Court ,  of  St.  Petersburgh  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte,;  and  I  have  reason  to  en- 
tertain hopes  that  these  differences  will  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted. 

*<  In  my  late  visit  to  Ireland,  I  derived 
the  most  sincere  gratification  from  the 
loyalty  anid  attachment  manifested  by  all 
classes  of  my  subjects. 

<'  With  this  impression,  it  must  be  mat- 
ter of  the  deepest  concern  to  roe»  that  a 
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spirit  of  outrage  which  has  led  to  daring 
and  systematic  violations  of  the  law,  has 
arisen,  and  still  prevails  in  some  parts  of 
that  country. 

<<  1  am  detet^u^d  to  use  all  the  means 
in  my  power  for  the  protection  of  the  per* 
sons  and  property  of  my  loyal  and  peacea* 
ble  subjects.  And  it  will  be  for  your  im- 
mediate consideration,  whether  the  exlst- 
ipg  laws  are  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

**  Notwithstanding  this  serious  interrup- 
tion of  public  tranquillity.'  I  have  the  satis- 
faction, of  believing  that  my  presence  in 
Ireland  has  been  productive  of  very  bene- 
ficial effiscts;  and  all  .descriptions  of  my 
people  may  confidently  rely  upon  the  just 
and  equal  administration  of  the  laws,  and 
upon  my  paternal  solicitude  for  their 
welfare. 

<<  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

<<  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able 
to  inform  you,  that  during  the  last  year 
the  revenue  has  exceeded  that  of  the 
year  preceding,  and  appears  to  be  in  a 
course  of  progressive  improvement. 

<<  I  have  directed  the  estimates  of  the 
current  year  to  be  laid  before  you.  They 
have  been  framed  with  every  attention  to 
economy  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  will  permit ;  and  it  will  be  aatis- 
factory  to  you  to  learn,  that  I  have  bee» 
abl^  to  make  a  large  reduction  in  oor 
annual  expenditure,  particularly  in  our 
Naval  and  MUitary  establishments^ 
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*'  My  Lords  and  GeDtlemen, 

**  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  ac- 
cyuainting  you,  that  a  considerable  improTe' 
ment  has  .taken  pldce  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  in  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures of  the' United  Kingdom,  and  that  I 
can  now  state  them  to  be,  in  their  impor* 
tant  branches,  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition. 

«  I  must  at  the  san^  time  deeply  regret 
the  depressed  state  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. 

.  **  The  conditipQ.  of  an  mterest,  so  essen- 
Mally  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  will,  of  course,  attract  your  early 
attention  i  and  I  have  the  fullest  reliance 
on  your  wisdom  in  the  consideration  of 
this  important  subject. 

<*  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  whatever 
maasuires  you  may  adopt,  you  will  bear 
eonstantly  in  mind,  that,  in  the  mainte- 
nance  of  oar  public  credit,  all  the  best 
interests  of  this  kfngdotti  are  equally 
involved;  and  ihut  It  is  by  a  steady 
adherence  to  that  principle,  thM  we  have 
attained,  and  can  alone  expect  to  preserve, 
eur  high  station  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  world." 

His  majesty  then  retired,  and  the  Com- 
mons returned  to  their  own  House. 

Aoi^RBSS  ON  THE  Kltfc's  SplXCU  AT 
THE    OpENIMO    of   THE    SsSSION.]      His 

majesty's  Speech  being  again  read  by  the 
lord  cbaneeilor,  and  dso  by  the  clerk  at 
the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Roden  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  an  Address'af  thanks  to  his  tna- 
Tving,  that  he 
«,  that  he  sin- 
t  was  about  to 
m  by  one  better 
particular,  bet- 

—  -, ^ ply  could  be,  to 

enter  into  all  the  details,  which  the  full 
eonridoiation  of  so  gracious  a  comvauDica- 
tion  as  that  which  now  called  for  their 
lordships' attention,  required.  As  the  day 
on  whiqh  ne  appeared  before  their  lord- 
ships was  the'  first  on  which  he  had  taken 
Ills  seat  in  that  House,  It  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  expected  thai  he  woiM  have 
waited  for  a  more  remote  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  sentiments;  but  he  freely 
confessed,  that  he  had  undertaken  to  move 
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the  Address  with  particular  satisfaction* 
because  he  anticipated  their  lordships' 
concurrence  in  it;  seeing  that  what  he 
was  about  to  propose  would  contain  no- 
thing which  they  or  any  individual  could 
object  to.  It  mu8t  have  afforded  much 
gratification  to  theiriordshlps,  as  i^  would 
do  to  the  country,  to  hear  from  his  ma- 
jesty, year  after  year,  that  he  continues 
to  receive  ft'om  foreigh  powers  the  strong- 
est assurances  of  their  triendly  disposition 
towards  this  Oountry.  It  must  indeed 
afford  much  satisfaction  to  learn,  that 
those  powers  cdntihtred  to  maintain  amone 
themselves,  as  well  as  with  us,  those  ami- 
cable relations  which  had  now  subsisted 
for  seven  years  ;  and  which,  after  a  long 
war,  permit  the  taking  advantaee  of  a 
time  of  peace  to  cultivate  those  blessiogs 
which  can  alone  be  secured  in  a  period  of 
repose.  3at,  notwithstanding  the  friendly 
relations  which  subsisted  among  the  Eu- 
ropean powerSi  and  the  assurances  of  th^ 
friendly  disposition  of  foreign  powera  t^ 
wards  this  country,  differences  nad  arisen 
between  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh  and 
the  Porte.  Those  differences^  however, 
his  majesty  had  endeavoured,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  allies,  to  reconcile.  Hopes, 
it  was  stated,  were  entertained  that  they 
would  be  satisfactorily  adjusted ;  and  h^ 
was  sure  their  lordships  would  concur 
with  him  in  wishing  that  those  hopes 
might  be  speedily  realized.  But  if,  unfor- 
tunately, tne  endeavours  to  restore  a  good 
underslaading  between  Russia  atid  the 
Porte  should  not  be  successful,  their  lord- 
ships would,  perhaps,  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  proper  line  of  conduct  for  the  British 
empire  to  observe,  in  the  first  instanced, 
was,  to  keep  dear  of  the  dispute,  and  to 
look  on  the  conflict  as  distant  speotator*. 
But,  however  iidvtsable  this  course  nsight 
be,  a  great  interest  would  unayoi^bly  be 
excit^  by  such  a  contest.  For  his  owa 
part,  he  was  free  to  declare,  that  he  coul^ 
never  look  6n  a  ^^^r  between  k  Turkish 
government  and  a  Christian  power  wftlr- 
oot  feeling  great  anxiety  fat  the  result  of 
the  struggle.  It  was  impossible  to  look 
on  a  Christian  government,  acting  op 
Christian  principles  and  influenced  by 
Christian  motives,  engaged  in  such  a  con- 
test, without  taking  a  strong  SnterSst  in 
all  the  events  that  might  occur.  Whether 
the  Russian  government  had,  in  the  dis- 
pute, acted  on  those  principles  and  mop 
tives,  was  a  question  on  which  theiriord- 
shlps were  not  called  upon  to  pronouncp 
any  opinion.    All  that  he  would  propose 
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wMf  thii  Ibej  jihottUi  jreUtrn  their  dtttifol 
UhaIm  to  hU  m»j6»ty  for  the  exertiona 
be  had  made  to  preserfo  tranquillity. 

lo  alluding  to  that  part  oT  the  tp^ech 
which  related  to  the  revenuey  U  was  with 
^reat  pleasure  he  refeifed  their  lo/dshipa 
to  bk  inajeaty'a  deolafatioa,  ihati  daring 
the  laat  year,  there  iiaa  been  a  oonsidera' 
ble  Inorsaie  in  the  revenue,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  be  io  a  course  of  progreasive 
inq>reveBient.    His  vif^esty  had  also  ac- 
^oaipted  parliameDt,  that  a  considerable 
JoiproveoieDt  had  taiken  place  in  the  ma^ 
4iitfacturea  aad  comnerce  of  the  country ; 
«nd  that  they  were,  in  many  important 
fanmcfaes^  in  a  very  prosperous  state.  This 
was  a  subject  of  congratulation  in  which 
their  lordsbipl  would  be  happy  to  concur 
with  him.    it  WBB  true  that  the  depressed 
state  of  the  agncultunil  interest  was  much 
to  be.rmrstt^  and  deeply  to  be  deplored. 
In  the  distress  and  difficulty  produced  by 
this  depression,  their  lordships  were  them- 
-aelres^  io  common  with  all  landed  pro- 
prietors, inToWed*    Into  the  state  of  this 
distress,   parliament,    he  was  confident, 
would,  without  delay,  institute  a  dispas- 
fliooate  inquiry,  and  he  trusted  the  result 
would  be,  if  not  a  toul  removal  of  the 
cYtl,  at  least  a  considerable  mitigation. 
It  was  net  necessary  for  him  to  enter  fiir- 
•iber  into  this  important  subject  at  present. 
HeahouU  only,  observe,  that  in  discussing 
it,  or  any  ether  question  of  the  kind,  it 
would  be  necessary  always  to  bear  in 
mind  the  duty  of  preserving  public  credit. 
Their  lord^M,  he  was  sure,  wouU  never 
allow  any  fedinga  of  their  own  interest  to 
enter  into  competiiton  with  public  faith 
jmd  natienal  honomr.    He  was  aware  that 
•the  difficulties  with  which  the  agricultural 
interestahad  to  contend  were  ascribed  to 
iburthens  and  national  expenditure.    He 
was  awaoe  that  blame  was  bv  some  at- 
-tacbed  to  the  government,  which  had,  by 
Its  measures,  produced  so  large  an  ex- 
penditure ;  but  what  would  have  been  the 
^tale  of  the  country  now,  had  not  those 
measures    been  resorted  to  ?    Without 
such  measures,  the  war  certainly  aould 
not  have  been  successfully  carried  on. 
He  could  not  anticipate  in  his  own  mind 
:sdKit  might  havo  been  the  state  of  the 
•country,  bad  another  course  been  fol- 
lowed ;  but  be  had  no  don^  that  whatever 
aavme  was  practicable  would  be  adopted ; 
-and  mair  lordships  were  assured,  that  the 
eHJaoates  for  the  year  had  been  framed 
with  every  atteotioo  to  economy  which 
the  ckofHUStancea  of  the  country  would 


popaait.  Hie  distress  ^f  the  egd^tMf d 
interest  arose  in  part  from  difficMJtieswbioh 
wefe.pa3t.  Parliament,  he  bad  no  doubt, 
would  early  in  the  sasioft  t^ke  the  sub- 
ject into  eonsidaratioa;  and  be  vas  coo- 
fideat  that  no  endeavour  would  be  spared 
to  apply  a  remed;^. 

His  majesty,  in  his  gcafimu^:  |?peeclw 
had  alluded  to  his  visit  tot  luel^nd.  In 
his  im^esty's  reception  in  ><^at..OQQntry, 
he  (lord  Bodenj  had  had  dmpl^^ure  and 
the  privilege  of  partieipatiBg.  His  V9a- 
jesty  was  pleased  to  4UU^$,  thait  he  hpd 
derived  the  most  sincere  .gfa^^a^ou  from 
the  loyalty  and  altachment  ti^ifes^  by 
all  classes  of  his  Irish  suj^eets.  £tei:y 
one  who  knew  the  loyalty  or  Ijreland  muai 
be  sensible  that  such  an  occasion  was  cal- 
culated to  call  for  Its  expression..  His 
majesty's  visit,  pofiwithstaiidtM  what  bad 
since  occurred,  had  been  and  would  be 
attended  with  most  advantageous  results. 
It  had  been  the  means  of  removing  long- 
standing differences  and  heart-burtiipgs« 
Enmities  which  had  existed  for  menir 
years  had  been  recooeiled.  His  majesty^ 
piprtin^  advice  to  the  Irish  people,  opib- 
veyed  in  a  letter  from  lord  Suimouth,  bad 
been.  foUowed  hy  most  beneficial  effects. 
With  cc^aid  to  wiiat  bad, been  state j  from 
the  throne  on  the  condition  of  IrelaAd, 
lie  might  be  permitted  io  say,  that  io  that 
part  of  the  Speech  he  felt  himself  more 
deeply  interested  than  any  other..  But, 
attached  as  he  was  to  tlie  l>est  interests  of 
that  country,  in  Ivhicb  a  spirit  of  outrage, 
as  his  majesty  justly  remarked,  had  lett 
to  daring  and  systematic  violations  of  the 
law,  still  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  at  pre- 
sent into  any  details  on  the  subject ;  and 
the  more  so,  as  an  opportunity  would 
probably  soon  arise  of  wliich  be  could 
with  moreprooriety  avail  himself,  to  i^tate 
his  opinion  of  the  nature  and  extent^  of 
the  evils  which  afflicted  Irelandi  asweli 
as  of  the  remedies  which,  in  his  judgment, 
ought  to  be  applied.  It,  woukl,  however, 
be  in  him  a  dereliction  of  duty,  were  he 
not  to  state  the  conviction  of  bis  mind 
that  the  great  cause  of  these  evils  was 
non«residence.  It  was  the  great  number 
of  absentee  landlords  which  formed  the 
principal  eviL  Their  Absence  broke  those 
links  wbich  were  necessary  to  preservie 
oonfid^ce  between  the  duffereot  ranks 
and  relation^  of  society.  Many,  possessing 
great  property  in  that  country  remained 
strdngera  to  it ;  and,  ^whatever  mi^ht  be 
their  rank  and  influeoce,  they  did  not 
con&ribuie  by  their  presence  to  the  wel- 
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fare  of  Ireland*  He  would  most  earnestly 
entreat  the  abseetee  landlord  to  consider 
4he  cause  to  which  he  had  aUuded»  and  not 
to  look  with  indifference  on  a  country 
from  whidi  be  derived  so  much  benefit. 
Let  him  reflect  on  those  scenes  of  outrage 
which,  though  his  absence  may  not  have 
caused,  his  presence  might  ha?epreyented. 
While  adverting  to  the  spirit  of  outrage 
which  unfortunately  prevailed  in  Ireland, 
he  should  be  guilty  of  a  great  omission 
were  he  not  to  acknowledge  the  vast  im« 
provement  which  had,  particularly  within 
the  last  ten  years,  taxen  place  in  that 
country.  That  improvement  was  chiefly 
owing  to  an  extended  sjrstem  of  education 
on  ^e  principle  of  general  instruction, 
-supported  by  private  funds  and  subscrip- 
tions. The  operation  of  this  system  of 
'^struction-had  been  in  itself  most  bene- 
£cial ;  but  it  bad  been  powerfully  assisted 
•ti^  that  great  engine  of  the  Keforma- 
tion,  which  he  was  sure  every  noble  lord 
who  heard  him  would  be  disposed  to  ap- 
prove and  support — he  meant  the  Bible 
society.  Among  the  other  benefits  which 
that  society  had  conferred  on  Ireland,  it 
had  greatly  contributed  to  heal  diflerences 
which  had  subsisted  for  many  years  among 
different  parts  of  the  population.  The 
state  of  Ireland  must,  however,  soon  come 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  as  a 
whole.  Among  other  questions  which 
must  then  be  entered  into,  would  be  that 
^of  the  existing  powers  of  the  law,  in  order 
40  ascertain  how  fax  those  powers  were 
fitted  to  meet  the  present  exigency.  He 
-was  sensible,  however,  that  any  cure  of 
tins  kind  which  might  be  applied,  could 
only  be  in  its  nature  temporary,  and  that 
residence  was  the  great  means  by  which 
-tranquillity  was  to  be  secured,  and  civili- 
zation promoted.  H^  was  therefore  anxi- 
ous that  their  lordships  should  look  to 
that  as  a  permanent  remedy.  The  in- 
terest he  naturally  took  in  this  part  of  the 
rsubject  had  indu(^  him  to  trespass  longer 
on  their  lordships*  attention  than  perhaps 
such  an  occasion  required;  but  he  could 
not  he  satisfied  to  return  next  week  to 
Ireland,  as  be  intended  to  do,  wiUiout 
eiatfog  the  conviction  of  his  mind  on  this 
important  question  of  residence.  The 
noble  earl  concluded  by  moving  an  Ad- 
dress, thanking  his  majesty  for  his  most 
4^acious  Speech,  and  recapitulating  its 
several  topics. 

Lord  fralUnghant  solicited  their  lord- 
ships* indulgence,  wtiilst  he  said  a  very 
-few  words  on   seconding   the  Adckeis 
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which  had  just  been  moved.  Ttie  no6le  earl 
who  had  moved  it,  had  happily  rriieved 
him  from  the  necessity  of  saymg  much, 
by  his  able  and  eloquent  exposition  of  all 
those  points  to  which  it  %ras  neces^ry  to 
advert.  It  was  satisfaictory  to  hear  iron 
his  majesty  the  assurance  of  the  continued 
friendly  disposition  of  foreign  powers,  the 
continuance  of  peace  being  undoubtedly 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  interests 
and  welfare  of  the  country.  It  w^  also 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  differences  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte 
would  be  amicably  adjusted.  It  was  highly 
gratifying  to  learn  the  prosperous  state  of 
our  commerce  and  manufactures;  and 
though,  undoubtedly,  the  agricultural  in- 
teresu  of  the  country  were  at  the  present 
moment  suffering  a  great  depression,  it 
might  be  fairly  hoped  that  relief  was  at 
no  great  distance. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  said,  he  was 
anxious  to  offer  a  few  explanations  as  to 
the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  intended  to 
give.  He  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  take  that  moment  for  making 
those  explanations,  but  no  other  noble 
lord  havmg  presented  himself  to  the 
House,  he  thought  it  proper  now  to  state 
his  view  of  the  importance  of  the  topics 
touched  on  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
-—topics,  indeed,  of  the  most  distressing 
nature  for  this  country^  and  which  had 
forced  themsdves  into  special  notice,  not- 
withstanding the  natural  reluctance  which 
those  who  framed  the  Speech  must  have 
felt  to  bring  them  forward.  FdUowing 
nearly  the  order  tidcen  by  the  noble 
earl  who  had,  with,  so  much  propriety, 
inoved  the  Address,  the  few  observa- 
tions which  he  had  to  make  would  be 
divided  chiefly  between  the  topics  which 
related  to  the  state  of  Englana  and  Ire* 
land;  and  here  he  could  not  but -re- 
mark upon  the  melancholy  circumstance, 
that,  although  it  was  now  twentj  years 
since  the  union  with  Ireland  was  con- 
cluded, still  it  appeared  necessary  for 
persons,  in  discussing  the  interests  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  to  consider  those 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  sieparately, 
as  two  distinct  parts ;  and  this,  too,  at  a 
time  when  to  both  countries  theTe4>dong- 
ed  one  common  feature  of  agricultural 
distress.  Much  as  he  rejoiced  in  the 
prosperity  stated  in  the  Speedi  to  be  ex- 
perienced by  die  manu&ctures  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  he  could  not  but 
consider  the  coneohuiott  thereliy  ifibcded 
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to  be  greatly  (nretManeed  by  the  di»- 
trets  in  that  branch  of  industry  which 
formed  the  'solid  fomdation  of  national 
wealth.    He  hoped  he  should  notbere- 
•garded  as  undervaluing  those  sources  of 
prosperity  which  his  mi^esty's  Speech 
staled  tO'  be'  in  a  flourishing  condidooy 
when  he  observed,  that  he  chiefly  estimat- 
ed the  advantages  of  that  prosperity-  for 
its  iofluencein  vivifying  i^nculture*    He 
wished  their  lorddiips,  before  the;^  came 
to  the  conclusion  thatfthis  prosperity  ex- 
isted, to  be  sure,  that  they  reached  that 
condudan  on  a  solid  foundation/  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  did  not  exist ; 
but  when  it  vras  recollected  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  commercial  prosperity  al- 
luded' to  arose  out  of  a  new  trade  to 
North  and  South  America,  it  was  of  im- 
portance to  inquire  upon  what  footing 
that  trade  stood.  -  It  was  obvious  that 
the  advantages  of  the  trade  must  depend 
upon  the  nature  of  the  ^peculations  which 
had  been  entered  into ;  uid.  some  time 
must  elapse  before  the  success  of  those 
speculations  could  be  ascertained.    But, 
be  die  result  of  the  inquiry  what  it  might, 
nti&l  he  must  place  the  chief  value  of  this 
commercial  prosperity  in  the  influence  it 
might  have  in  stimulating  to  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  the  soil,  and  in  vivifying  all  the 
branches  of  agriculture— with  regard  to 
the  means  of  relief  for  the  existing  agri- 
cultural distressthe  should  be  ready  to 
listen  to  any  measure  which  misht  be 
proposed ;  but  he  was  happy  to  cmserve 
that  the  Speech  and  the  Address  directly 
pointed  to  the  only  course  by  which  that 
object  could  with '  certainty  be  obtained. 
This  was  the  first  tftse  sinoe  the  peace, 
that  in  an  address  from  the  throne,   a 
large  reduction  in  the  annual  expenditure 
to  be  produced  by  a  diminution  of  the 
great  establishments  of  the  country,  had 
beea  distinctly  promised.    To  retrendi- 
.  ment  of  the  expenditure  their  lordships 
must  look  for  any  thing  like  real  relief; 
and  it  was  with  great  satisfaction  he  had 
heard,  that  on  the  present  occasbn  some- 
thing  more>  than    mere  profession  was 
meant.     But,  afW  the   experience   he 
hsd  acquired  on  this  subject,  he  must 
beg  to  be  aUowed  to  see  the  extent  of 
the  retrenchment,  and  the  princi{de  on 
whicfait  vras  to  proceed,  before  he.could 
laok  with  confidence  to  it  as  a  means  of 
relief.    Be  must  also  observe,  that  when 
he  shoohl  be  called  upon  to  exercise  any 
species .  fyf  gntitude  for  such  retrench- 
^«MAftn*iriio3i   be  believed  he  was  not 


called  upon  ^o  do  by  this  addreis--he 
should  thipk  it  is  duty  to  remind  those 
.who  madd  such  a  demand  upon  him,  that 
it  was  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
economy   now  found    to   be  so  advan- 
tageous had  not  been  practised  before. 
They  were  now  told  that  a  system  of  re- 
trenchment would  be  advantaaeous,  and 
that  great  economy  was  indispensable. 
Thb   reminded  him    of  an  observation 
which  had  been  made  on  a  book  written 
by  a  noble  lord,  once  a  men^r  of  that 
House.    When  lord  Lyttleton  published 
his  Dialogues  of  the  Dead,  Dr.  Johnson 
remarked,  that  his  lordship  had  only  told 
the  irorld,  at  the  end  of  fiuy  years  of  his 
life,  what  the.  world  had  for  fifty  years 
been   tdiing  him.    The  reductions  for- 
merly propped,  had  always  been  met  with 
defiance,  and  positive  declarations  that 
no   farther   reductions  could  tfdce  place 
consistently    with    the   public   interest. 
During  the  last  summer,  therefore,  some 
new  light  must  have  broken  in  upon  mi- 
nisters, which  enabled  them  to  see  that 
reductions  formeriy  deemed  impracticable 
could  now  be  e&cted.    This  new  light 
enabled  them  to  discover,  that  Receivers- 
general,  who  could  not  be  dispensed  with 
two  years  ago,  were  now  fit  subjects  for 
reduction.    The  address  to  the  throne, 
at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  bad  pledged 
ministers  to  measures  of  economy,  and 
the  new  light  of  last  summer  had  enabled 
them-  to   cairry    tbem    into   execution. 
Though  he  thought  them  tardy,  he  reh> 
joiced  at  last  to  see  that  their  professions 
of  economy  had  been  followed  by  some 
result ;  and  he  hoped  that  their  measure 
had  been  applied  so  as  to  efiect  the  in- 
tended object  on  a  principle  of  impartial 
justice.     With  the  principle  on  which  it 
had  been  done,  and  the  extent  to  which 
it  had  been  carried,  he  must  be  acquainted, 
before  he  could  pledge  himself  .to  an  ap- 
probation of  the  proceedings  alluded  to, 
and  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne.    He 
would  not  now  enter  into  the  question, 
whether  economy  was  the  only  source  of 
relief  that  could  lie  pointed  out  for  the 
prevailing  distress,  or  whether  any  other 
means  of  alleviating  it  could  be  jipplied ; 
but  if  the  paragraph  in  the  address,  hold- 
iog  out  other  hopes  of  relief,  had  a  re- 
ference, to  a  communication  said  to  have 
been  made  within  these  twenty-four  hours, 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  certain  bankers,  whom  he  con- 
sulted as  to  iu  tendency,  he  must  protest 
against  the  opinion,  that  such  a  measure 
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would  be  prodiictite  of  any  beneficial 
vflfoct.    He  called  upon  the  Route,  he 
called  even  upon  the  noble  earl  faimself, 
to  reflect  whedier  it  would  not  agara? ate 
the  distrew  which  it  was  intended  to  re- 
lieve.   He  need  not  inforai  their  lorddiips 
Uiat  he  alluded  to  a  propotitton,  stated  to 
have  been  madb  by  the  nobleearl  opposite, 
fbr  issuing  £xohequer  bUls  to  the  amooat 
of  5,000,00(ML  to  be  advanced  to  tfaeagri- 
cultural  interest,  through  the  medinm  of 
the    country   bankers.    Theur   lordships 
would  consider  whether  relief  could  be 
found  in  oSering  to  advance  money,  at  a 
time    when  monev    was  abundant   and 
securirv  rare.     The  great   aggravation 
of  the  mmCT's  distress  was,  diat  he  could 
not  find  security;  because  if  he  produced 
good  security,  there  was  not  a  banker  in 
EnglMid  who  would  not  advance  him  the 
money   he  required.    If,   on  the  other 
hand,  the,  advance  was  intended  as  a  free 
gift  to  the  agriculturist,  the  effect  of  it, 
even  on  the  noble  earl's  own  principle, 
must  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  not  excepting  the  agricul- 
tural itself.    This,  he  tbougbty  could  not 
he  denied  by  the  noble  earl  himself,  if  he 
atill  bdieved  that  tbe  farmer's  distress 
arose  from  a  superabundance  of  produce 
above  the  demaiid  of  the  consumer.    The 
application  of  four  or  five  millions  of  ad^ 
ditional  capital,  to  increase  an  amount  of 
produce  already  above  the  demand,  seemed 
a   strange  mode  of  remedying  the  dis- 
tresses of  the   grower.     On  the  noble 
earl's  prindple,    the  remedy    ought   to 
consist  in  a  diminution,  and  not  in  an  in- 
crease of  the  capital  applied  to  agricul- 
iure.    But  he  need  not  enlarge  upon  this 
topic :  he  was  convinced  that  tbe  measure 
was  already  given  u{> — that  it  would  not 
be  brought  forward  in  pariiament,  and 
could  not  receive  the  sanction  of  their 
-lordships.    If  advances    were  made    to 
distressed  farmers  upon  good  security,  he 
saw  no  objection  to  it ;  but  he  was  sure  it 
was  unnecessary,  and  that  it  would  pro- 
duce no  relief,  considering  that,  if  such 
security  could  be  given,  advances  might 
be  obtained   from  private  bankers,  as 
well  as  from  government.    He  had  stated 
thus  much,  not  to  withdraw  their  lordships 
-attention  from  the  eabject  of  the  agri- 
<nikurall  distress,   or   to  discourage   all 
hopes  of  its  alleviation,  but  to  dire<^  their 
-efforts  td  the  onflv  real,  certain,  and  ex« 
-pedieni  Mode  of  relief-'-a  reduction  of 
the  public  expenditure.— He  came  now 
to  the  second  gcoat  topic  in  the  speech 
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ofthebobfe  bad  wlio  AMMred  the  address; 
naoiely,  thd  state  of  Ireland.  There 
w^e  none  of  their  lordships  who  could 
refrain  from  expmenciog  tbe  deepest 
feeliogB  of  pain  and  sorrow,  oo  cootem* 
plating  the  soeaes  of  outrage  and  violence 
which  had  occurred  io  some  districts  of 
that  country ;  and  all  mast  look  forward 
to  tbe  meaoa  of  removmg  them  with  the 
goeatest  anxiety.  Aad  here  he  must  ob- 
serve, that  he  was  most  happy  to  express 
his  approbaiimi  of  the  cmoioe  which 
govemment  had  made  of  the  individual 
whom  they  had  deputed  to  superintfoid 
the  administration  of  Ireland.  A  more 
wise  or  judicious  sdection  could  not  have 
taken  place.  In  the  marquis  Wellesley 
would  be  found,  he  was  convinced,  a 
firmneu  and  vigour  sufficient  to  r^ress 
existtag  disorders,  and  to  restore  speedy 
tranquillity;  at  the  same  time  that  he 
would  displinr  a  reach  of  mind  capable  of 
discovermg  niture  legislative  and  political 
remedies;  the  causes  of  these  aifliicting 
evils  he  would  not  fail  to  probe  to  the 
bottom,  and,  soaring  dbove  toe  prejudices 
of  the  past  and  present,  would  lay  the 
ground  of  general  and  lasting  ameliora- 
tion. He  riord  L.)  was  not  now  prepared 
to  iaouh'e  into  the  causes  of  those  frightful 
disoraers  to  which  he  had  Eluded.  He 
believed  dieir  removal  must  be  effected, 
not  by  any  single  remedy,  but  by  a  com- 
bination of  remedies;  as  they  were  occa- 
sioned  not  by  a  aingle  cause,  but  by  a 
combination  of  causes.  The  evil  of  ab- 
sentee proprietors  (withm  which  number 
he  was  iadaded,  from  causes  beyond  his 
own  control)  which  the  noble  earl  who 
moved  the  address  bad  d^lored,  was  not 
the  sole  or  even  the  principal,  evil  to  be 
cured.  An  evil  he  admitted  it  to  be,  not 
onlv'as  a  cause,  but  as  the  effect  of  others, 
and  which,  in  its  combination  with  others, 
rendered  Ireland  di&rent  in  law,  and 
different  in  fact,  from  any  other  country. 
He  did  not  look  to  the  vigorous  arm 
to  which  its  govemment  was  now 
confided  merely  for  a  present  and. 
immediate  termination  of  outrage,  but 
for  the  commencement  of  a  new.^aten 
of  policy.  The  liberal  mind  of  the  noble 
marquis  would  discard  l^e  absurd,  though 
by  no  means  uncommon  prejudice,  that 
there  was  something  in  the  soil  and 
climate  of  Irdand  which  necessarily 
tended  to  produce  a  semipbarbarous  race, 
incapable  of  improvement,  and  insensible 
to  the  advantages  of  oivilizatioa.  When 
we  looked  at  we  state  and  coadttion  of 
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ihit  people,  we  could  easily  discotertliat 
it  had  'ita  origin  in  causes  unconnected 
with  cheir  natural  situation;  that  the 
evils  under  which  they  laboured  were 
deeply  fixed  in  tlie  events  of  Htmt  history, 
and  the  83r8tem  of  government  under 
which  they  had  been  ruled*  He  would 
not  enlarge  further  on  the  subjeoti  as  it 
was  his  intention  to  bring  the  state  of 
Ireland  on  an  early  day  under  their  con^ 
sideration,  unless  anticipated  by  his  ma* 
jesty's  ministers.  But,  whether  the  sub- 
ject was  introduced  by  the  mininers  of 
the  Crown,  or  by  so  bumble  an  individual 
as  himself,  he  trusted  that  the  remedies 
in  view  would  not  be  confined  to  new 
penal  enactments  alone.  He  did  not 
deny  that  additional  powers  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  check  and  repress  the  spirit  of 
distotDance  which  so  unfortunately  now 
existed ;  bnt  an  immediate  cessasioa  of 
outrage  produced  by  such  means  oug^t 
not  to  satisfy  them.«-Tbe  noble  earl  who 
moved  the  address  had  aNnded  to  the 
state  of  our  relations  with  foreign  powers ; 
aad  the  observations  he  had  Mide  on  that 
subject,  with  the  paragraph  in  the  address 
which  embodied  tbem*  relieved  him  firom 
the  necessity  of  expvessing  any  opiaroa, 
whidi  Must  bd  in  enthre  concurrence  with 
what  had  been  already  said*  He  fully 
agtved  wkh  the  noble  earl  that  In  a  con- 
test between  Christians  and  infidels,  and 
between  Greeks  and  their  oppressors,  there 
could  be  but  one  feeling  and  one  hope 
amongst  a  civiliaed  and  Christian  people. 
At  the  same  time,  he  concurred  with  the 
noble  earl,  that  it  was  not  by  direct  inter- 
ference that  any  good  coald  be  i»- 
complished,  or  any  progress  made,  towmrds 
a  result  so  generally  desired*  He  was 
happy,  however,  in  this,  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  hope— 41  hope  which  he 
should  1^  ashamed  to  dBouisfr— that 
Greece  might  be  fireed  from^the  jrdce  of 
Its  tyrants,  and  become  happy  and  in« 
dependent.  With  these  observations, 
and  with  this  reserve,  he  was  willing  to 
give  his  support  to  the  address* 

The  Em  c^  Livetfoot  said,  that,  as  the 
noble  marquis  had  made  no  positive  ob« 
lections  to  the  Address,  he  should  not 
have  felt  himself  cidled  upon  to  oftr  any 
remark,  had  it  not  been  for  one  passage  in 
which  the  noble  martpiis  had  alluded  to  a 
transaction  in  which  he  (lord  Liverpool) 
was  concerned  ;  namely,  to  the  interview 
which  he  had  had  the  day  before  with 
some  of  the  London  bankers.  Although 
called  up  by  this  drcumstance  alone,  he 


would,  however,  take  Che  opportunity  of: 
saying  a  few  words  on  the  other  topics  in*- 
trodiiced  into  the  speedi  of  the  noUe 
marquis.  Adverting  to  the  subject  of 
economy,  the  noble  marquis  had  accused 
his  majesty's  ministers  of  tardiness  in 
making  the  necessary  reductions,  and  had 
spoken  of  the  present  as  the  first  time  in 
which  any  practical  retrenchment  had 
been  effiscted*  Now,  it  would  be  io  the 
recollection  of  their  lordships,  that  in 
the  course  of  last  year,  reductions  had 
taken  place  to  the  amount  of  between  one 
and  two  millions;  and  that  at  the  time 
those  reductions  were  announced,  others 
were  promised  for  the  present  year.  It 
had  been  stated  immediately  after  the 
ccnclttsion  of  peace,  that  onr  establish* 
ments  must  be  reduced,  but  that  from  tto 
nature  of  the  case  these  reductions  mnstt 
in  some  itiataoeas,  neeeasartly  be  gradual* 
GovemaMnt  had  accordingly  proceeded 
on  that  fmociple,  and,  bwi  during  last 
year  and  the  pcesent,  had  fulfiUed  their 
pledges*  Whether  the  reductiona  alluded 
to  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne  would 
satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  noble 
marouis,  he,  of  course,  could  not  say*  nor 
dkl  he  now  feel  himself  bound  to  state 
either  their  amount,  or  the  mode  in  which 
they  had  been  efiected*  He  oolv  wished 
to  guard  hiraselffrom  a  suspicion  hinted  at 
by  the  noble  marquis,  that,  in  carrying 
them  into  execution,  any  of  the  principlea 
of  justice  or  impartiality  had  been  vio« 
lated*  He  daimed  only  a  candid  suspen- 
sion of  their  lardiliips  judgment,  until  the 
iHiole  scheme  should  be  laid  before  them ; 
and  thev  would  then  see,  that  strict  jus- 
tice had. characterised  the  arrangement—- 
tirat  the  changes  had  not  affected  persons 
in  inferior  situations  only-^and  that  those 
who  were  at  die  head  of  our  diflbrent 
establishments,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to 
advise  the  proceeding,  had  not  exempted 
themselves  £rom  the  application  of  the  rule 
which  they  were  prescrftmg  for  others. 
Being  on  this  subject,  and  allowing  aa 
fully  as  any  of  their  lordsliips,  the  pro-i 
priety  and  expediency  of  all  practiM>le 
retrenchment,  he  could  not,  at  the  sanw 
time,  permit  their  lordships  to  go  away 
with  the  ddusive  idea,  that  any  possible 
reductions  could  afford  any  material  or 
sensible  relief  to  the  distress  of  the  agri- 
cultural classes.  Reductions  of  every 
kind  might,  he  acknowledged,  be  right  in 
themselves :  they  might  relieve  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  reconcile  them  to  the 
end)irance  of  their,  temporary  difficulties 
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and  might  ultimttely  be  tXteA  advimUiget 
but,  to  hold  out  that  they  cDokl  hntne- 
dtately  remove  the  exbtbig  pressure  by 
such  means,  could  only  mislead  the  pubHc 
mind,  and  raise  hopes  which  must  be  dis- 
appointed.— The  noble  marquis  had  con- 
curred with  that  paragraph  of  his  mi^esty's 
Speech  which  represented  the  improving 
state  of  our  commerce  and  manufactures ; 
and  he  added,  with  perfect  truth,  that 
sfich  improvement  was  the  more  satisfac- 
tory, as  ft  must  necessarily  produce  a  be- 
neficial influence  on  our  agricultural  in- 
tet'ests.  In  this  sentiment  he  most  cor« 
dially  joined.  There  was  no  idea  so  er- 
roneous, or  so  unworthy  of  a  statesman, 
as  the  supposition  that  the  interests  of  any 
of  the  great  classes  of  die  community 
could  be  separated  from,  or  placed  in 
hostility  to,  each  other.  They  were  all««- 
agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufactur- 
ing—linked together ;  they  all  fldurished 
or  suffered  from  the  same  causes,  and  the 
prosperitv  of  one  must  finally  extend  its 
beneficial  influence  to  the  rest.  He 
agreed  with  the  noble  marquis,  that  not* 
with^anding  the  hnportanoe^  of  our  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  interests,  agri* 
ctdture  must  still  be  cotastdered  the  great 
source  of  our  wealth  and  greatness ;  but 
prosperity  could  not  exist  i^r  a  long  time, 
or  to  any  great  extent,  in  the  two  former 
branches,  without  promoting  the  improve- 
ment of  the  latter.  Those,  therefore,  who 
would  depress  one  class  in  order  to  raise 
another,  who  spoke  of  making  one  class 
p^y  the  price  of  relief  to  another, .  were 
striking  a  blow  at  the  interests  of  both« 
The  advancement  of  our  trade  must  lead 
to  the  relief  of  our  agriculture,  as  an  in- 
jury to  the  former  must  be  prejudicial  to 
the  latter.  No  one  understood  better,  no 
one  would  more  readily  admit  this  princi- 
ple, than  the  noble  marquis.'  The  doubt 
which  the  noble  marauis  had  thrown  out, 
regarding  the  possible  insecurity  of  our 
present  commercial  transactions,  and  of 
the  danger  of  exeessive  speculation  leading 
to  re*action,  he  trusted  would  prove  un^ 
founded.  He  could  not,  indeed,  say  how 
far  the  continuance  of  our  recent  commer- 
cial successes  could  be  relied  on.  On  for- 
mer occasions,  he  was  aware  that  over«tra^ 
ding  had  produced  serious  celamities ;  but 
there  was  this  difierence  between  those 
poeriods  and  the  present-^that  our  mer- 
chants were  now  more  cautious,  were 
sl^isfied  with  smaller  profits,  and  were  free 
from  that  spirit  of  gambling  enterprise, 
natural  in  time  of  war  and  which  had  pre- 


vailed durinff  the  fii^t  yean  t>f  the  peace. 
Abiiough,  therefore,  their  profits  might 
not  be  so  great  as  heretofore,  they  were 
raised  upon  more  solid  foundations,  and 
might  fairly  be  regarded  as  more  sobstan* 
tial  and  durable.  As  connected  with  this 
sub^ject,  he  now  returned  to  that  topic 
which,  was  the  cause  of  his  rising--he 
meant  the  proposition  which  the  noble 
marquis  supposed  him  to  have  submitted 
to  certain  bankers  of  the  city  of  London, 
whh  a  view  to  the  relief  of  agricultural 
distress.  That  noble  marquis  stated  him 
to  have  proposed  an  issue  of  l^xchequer* 
bills  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000/.,  to  be 
applied,  through  the  meditm  of  the  coun- 
try bankers,  in  advances  to  the  landed  in* 
terest.  No  such  eommunication  was  made; 
nor  was  the  proposition,  thus  specified,  in 
contemplalion.  Government  tiad  taken, 
undoubtedly,  into  their  serious  considera^ 
tiOD,  the  bc«t  mode  of  extending  the  relief 
in  question;  and  a  proposal  for  issuing 
Exchequer  bills  was  certainly  in  view,  and 
might  yet  be  brought  before  parliament. 
He  would  not  now  enter  into  its  details: 
he  admilted  that  the  state  of  agriculture 
must  be  judged  of  by  the  usual  principles 
of  supply  aiKl  demand,  and  that  refereece 
must  be  had  to  those  prineipies  in  every 
proposed  measure  of  relief  There  were 
some  who  thought  that  excessive  importa* 
tion  in  1816  aind  1817  was  the  cause  of 
the  present  distress.  In  this  opinion  he 
could  not  concur ;  because  the  dis^est 
had  continued  and  increased,  afler  the 
ports  were  shut  against  foreign  grain. 
There  were  others,  and  he  was  certainly 
one  of  them,  who  ascribed  it  chiefly  to 
superabundant  home  production.  Wb^ 
the  situation  of  Ireland  was  taken  into  the 
account,  this  opinion  was  rendered  the 
more  probable.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
five  years,  seven  and  a  half  milHons  of 

Quarters  had  been  imported  into  Great 
Iritain  from  that  country ;  and  even  dur* 
ing  the  last  nine  monthis  the  importation 
amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half  quarters* 
The  last  Com  bill,  which  excluded  foreign 
competitioo,  and  allowed  a  free  impmi 
of  com  from  Ireland,  had  (and  he  had 
suggested  the  probability  at  the  time) 
caused  an  excessive,  increase  in  the  pro* 
duction  of  that  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  must  have,  in  some  degree,  ex- 
tended cultivation  throughout  the  whole* 
It  bad  been  said  by  the  noble  marquis, 
that  the  advance  of  further  capital  to 
agriculture  could  not. remove  an  evil  that 
arose  from  an  already  excessive  produc* 
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tion ;  but  there  might  be  m  natural  etil  of  fectbal 
this  kind}  and  another  that  was  artificial^ 
and  which  the  principal  of  over-produc- 
tion would  not  account  for.  The  latter 
might  be.  removed  by  a  meafure  like  that 
in  contemplation*  GovemmeBt  had,  on 
aeveral  occaaiona,  laraed  exchequer  hills 
for  the  rdief  of  commercial  diatreis,  in 
oaaea  where  the  objectiona  were  nearly 
the  tame.  These  issues  had  produced 
their  effects :  thej  had  been  advanced 
upon  good  aecurity>  and  had  been  repaid 
without  the  aaoallest  loss.  He  was  aware 
of  the  difference  betweien  agriculture  and 
commerce  in  many  respects.  He  con- 
tended»  hoi^ever»  that  the  difference  be* 
tweea  the  two  cases  did  not  consist  in 
the  principle  itself  but  in  the  difficulty 
of  ita  at>pucation.  In  thb  instance»  as 
well  aa  in  the  cases  of  commercial  distress, 
no  aanatance  certainly  could  be  granted 
ezce|pt  upon  good  security,  or  without 
condittona,  to  be  explained  when  the 
measure  should  be  brought  forward*  All 
that  he  would  now  observe  was,  that  there 
was  BO  intention  of  applying  it  in  the 
mod^  deacribed  by  ^he  nobk  ntarquis.**- 
He  would  now  briefly  idlude  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  noble  OMurquis's  remarks  which 
related  to  ihe  state  of  Ireland,  as  it  af- 
forded him  an  occasion  for  mentioning, 
that  before  the  House  adjourned,  he 
ahould  have  to  lay  upon  their  table,  papers 
cootnining  certain  communications  from 
the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of  the  Irish 
government.  These  napers  would  be 
printed  to*morrow,  ana  upon  their  con- 
tenta  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  a 
measure  for  arming  the  executive  govern- 
ment with  additional  powers.  This  mea*- 
aore  was,  however,  to  be  confined  in  iu 
duration  to  the  present  session  of  parlia^ 
ment;  so  that  their  lordships,  before  they 
eeparated,  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  its  results,  ana  deciding  on 
the  propriety  of  its  continuance  or  exp^ 
latien.    It  was  allowed  on  all  hands  that 


government  ought  to  be  put  in  possession 
of  the  meatia  of  effectually  protecting  the 
livea  and  property  of  his  majesty's  loyal 
aidyjeots,  and  of  putting  down  that  system 
of  outrage  and  riolence  which  prevailed. 
He  concurred  with  the  noble  marquis  in 
all  the  ptaise  which  he  had  bestowed  on 
the  vigour  and  talents  of  the  noble  person 
at  the  head  of  the  Irish  government ;  he 
waa  sura  that  he  would  direct  all  the  fa- 
culties of  his  powerful  mind  to  probe  the 
evils  with  which  Ireland  was  afflicted  to 
the  bottom,  and  to  find  out  the  most  ef- 
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remedy  for  them.  The  noUe 
marquis  had  expressed  a  hope,  that  thougli 
new  penal  measures  might  be  necessary, 
they  would  not  be  the  only  measures  re^ 
sorted  te^  This  hope  he  was  happy  to 
think  might  be  realized.  The  whole  state 
of  the  country  ought  to  be  looked  into 
for  the  purpose  of  applying  the  proper 
remedy.  Tnis  was  a  subject,  however, . 
into  which  he  could  not  at  present  enter. 
The  effect  of  absentee  proprietors,  and 
the  other  circumstances  which  charac- 
terized the  state  of  Ireland,  and  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  the  noble  mover  of 
the  Address,  could  not  be  then  discussed. 
But  with  regard  to  his  majesty's  visit  to 
that  couBtrv»  and  the  consequences  at- 
tending it,  there  could  be  but  one  opinion. 
Though  it  had  not  prevented  those  scenes 
of  disturbance  which  commenced  even 
before  his  majesty  quitted  its  shores,  it 
had  increased  the  general  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment of  his  Irish  subject!  to  his  per- 
son. No  sovereign  ever  wa«  received, 
not  merely  with  louder  acclamations,  but 
with  more  heartfelt  gratiOcation ;  and  it 
was  a  singular  circumstance,  that  Ui  the 
distiubed  districts,  where  the  laws  were 
daily  transgressed,  no  hostility  was  mani- 
fested towards  his  majesty's  government. 
He  had  in  his  possession  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  a  well-informed  gentle** 
man  of  that  country,  which  stated,  that 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  and  some  other 
districts,  yet,  were  his  majesty  now  to  ap- 
pear in  Limerick,  he  would  be  received  with 
demonstrations  of  satisfaction  and  delij^ht 
simlkr  to  those  which  welcomed  him  to 
Dublin.  It  was,  hideed,  observable,  that 
in  all  their  discontents  and  excesses,  these 
people  never  quarrelled  with  the  govern** 
ment,  as  a  government;  nor  did  religion 
enter  largely  into  the  motives  or  pretexts 
of  their  outrages.  He  made  this  obser- 
vation, not  to  prejudge  any  questibn  that 
might  afterwarda  come  before  them,  but 
to  sugeest,  for  their  lordships'  considera* 
tion,  whether  the  evil  might  not  lie  deeper 
in  the  frame  of  society,  than  in  any  poli^ 
tical  caufte  or  relation  between  the  ^ 
vernors  and  the  governed.  The  situation 
of  that  cotmtry  was  unlike  that  of  any 
other  in  Europe ;  it  had  been  so  for  ages, 
and  continued  to  be  so  stilL  Though 
penal  measures  might,  therefore,  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
the  immediate  disorder,  they  ought  not  to 
pliice  an  exclusive  reliance  on  the  opera- 
tion of  them.  In  respect  to  our. relation 
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with  foreigirpowera,  he  did  notfeU  him- 
self called  upoD  to  offer  any  remark,  at 
no  objection  was  made  to  that  part  of  hit 
majesty's  Speech  which  referred  to  them. 

The  Earl  of  Blesinsion  said,  that  on  the 
subject  of  Ireland,  he  was  happy  to  be 
relieved  from  a  task  to  which  be  had 
pledged  himself  last  session,  and  rejoiced 
.tJiat  the  state  of  that  country  would  be 
brought  under  their  notice  by  a  noble 
lord  so  much  better  qualified  to  do  it  ius- 
.  tice.  He  might,  indeed,  fairly  remind  their 
loi'dships,  l^wever  little  inclined  to  listen 
to  him,  tlmt  he  had,  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1816,  anticipated  that,  unless  some- 
thing was  done,  the  present  evils  would 
inevitably  occur.  In  1819  he  had  re- 
peated the  observation,  and  had  implored 
the  attention  of  his  majesty's  government 
to  this  subject.  He  had  always  main- 
tained, that  the  existing  evil  of  non-resi* 
dence  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  Union. 
The  war,  too,  had  led  to  consequences 
not  anticipated  during  its  continuance. 
He  did  not,  however,  rise  merely  to  sive 
vent  to  his  complaint  that  the  subject  nad 
not  been  earlier  investigated,  but  to  ex- 
press his  thanks  to  the  noble  marquis,  for 
the  notice  whieh  he  had  given,  as  well  as 
the  gratification  he  firit  at  the  prospect  of 
government  at  length  mterfering  on  behalf 
of  that  country. 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to  nem. 
4m. 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday^  February  5. 

Address  on  the  Kino's  Speech  at 
THE  Opening  of'the  Session.]  The 
Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  that  that 
House  had  been  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
where  his  Majesty  had  delivered  a  most 
eracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  par- 
liament, and  of  which,,  to  prevent  mis- 
takes, he  had  obtained  a  copy  []See  p.  1.]; 
Af^ef  the  Speaker  had  read  his  majesty's 
iSpeeCb, 

Mn  Robert  Clive  rose  lo  oflRer  himself 
to  the  attention  of  the  House  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  moving  an  Address  of  thanks  to 
his  majesty  for  his  gracious  Speech.  He 
would  not  apologise  for  his  inability  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject,  as  he  conceived  be 
•lK>uld  best  consult  tho  convenience  of 
the  House  by  proceedhie  at  once  to  those 
points  which  be  should  submit  to  their 
attention,  and  which  he  hoped  would  meet 
with  their  unanimous  concurrence.  On 
the  first  pQint  of  the  Speech  be  appre-» 


bended  there  was  but  one  opinion^;  namdy, 
satisfaction  that  his  majesty  contmued  to 
receive  from  foreign  powers  the  strongest 
assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition  to- 
wards this  country.  It  was  to  be  la- 
mented, that  since  parUameot  liad  last 
met,  the  same  friendly  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  European  powers  towards  one 
another  bad  been  endangered,  and  that 
diffisrences  of  a  serious  nature  had  arisen 
between  the  court  of  Russia  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte^  On  such  a  subject,  he 
could  not  state  more,  than  that  as  the 
Turkish  empire  had  always  been  consi- 
dered as  an  European  power,  any  chance 
affecting  her  territory  must  be  the  sub- 

iect  of  deepest  anxiety  to  the  other  states. 
it  was  impossible  to  know  where  hostiK- 
ties,  when  once  begun,. might  end,  or  how 
far  they  might  tend  to  the  destruction  of 
the  peace  fS  Europe.  It  must  be  a  source 
of  gratification  to  the  House  to  lefarn,  that 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  were,  like  our 
own  government,  anxious  to  alky  the 
difference  which  had  arisen  between  the 
two  countries  he  had  named,  and  that 
reasonable  hopes  might  be  entertained  of 
a  favourable  result  to  the  pending  nego- 
tiations. He  could  not  leave  this  part  of 
his  subject  without  making  an  bumble  at- 
tempt to  show  the  House  the  commMd- 
ing  and  elevated  situation  In  which  tine 
country  now  stood.  She  had  proceeded 
through  a  period  of  difficulty  and  danger 
unparalleled  in  our  history,  and  had^e^ 
solutely  fought  for  her  independence :  she 
had  been  instrumental  in  preserving  the 
independence  of  other  nations;  and  she 
was  now  occupied  in  endeavourii^  to 
maintain  that  general  repose  which  her 
exertions  had  eontributed  to  establish 
throughout  Europe.  In  maintaining  the 
desired  tranquillity,  the  Housi  of  Commons 
would  be  a  powerful  instrument;  its  voice 
would  tienetrate,  however  distant,  the 
place  where  itmieht  be  necessary  to  make 
It  beard.  Immediately  after  the  death  of 
our  late  much  revered  and  lamented  sor 
vereign,  his  present  mmesty  had  formed 
the  design  or  visiting  different  parts  of  his 
kingdom.  His  first  object  was,  to  visit 
Ireland :  thither  he  had  first  directed  his 
course*  He  would  not  attempt  to  describe 
the  affiMstionate  enthusiasm  which  greeted 
the  arrival  of  the  first  sovereign  of  the 
house  of  Brunswick  that  had  visited  tha^ 
island,  or  the  loyalty  that  was  manifested 
by  all  classes  of  bis  majesty's  faithful  sub- 
jects, upon  that  occasion.  Those  circum- 
stances would  never,  he  would<  venture  to 
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say,  fae  effiiced  from  the  reooUdbtion  of 
the  illuf  trious  individual  by  wiiose  presence 
thejr  were  elicited.    Subsequently  a  cloud 
hwi  overspread  that  island*    A  spirit  of 
insubordination,  which  had  led  to  syste- 
matic acta  c^outra^  had  appeared  abroad. 
From  the  description  of  persons  by  whom 
those  acts  of  violation  had  been  committed 
it  appeared  that  they  bad  ori|^inated  in 
local  causes ;  perhaps  in  Individual  mis- 
manasemeatyproductiveofdistressinavery 
eminent-degree. .  There  waa  one  observa- 
lipo,'  hoiir^ver,  which  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make  with  respect  to  the  distur- 
bances which  prevailed  in  Ireland ;  namely 
that   they  were  unconnected  with  any 
political  or  religious  feelings.    The  House 
nad  been  told  that  his  majesty  was  deter- 
mined to  make  every  attempt  in  his  power 
to  protect  the  rights  and  property  of  his 
loyal  and .  peaceable  subjects  in  the  sister 
isiaDd,;  and  he  trusted  the  House  would 
4U>-pperate  with  his  majesty,  and  enable 
him  to  carry  his  inteptions  into;  effect.— 
The  commuajcatipn  which  had  been  made 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  revenue 
roust  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  House. 
The  improvement  in  the  revenue  had  been 
considerable,  and  it  wasprogressive  up  to 
the  present  moment*    The  House  would 
be  giad  to  learn  from  his  msjet ty's  speech 
that .  every ,  attentipn  would  be  paid  bv 
government  tOjSi^nom^^roportant  at  all 
timesy  but  now  most  important.    It  ap- 
peared that  considerifble  reductions  had, 
been  made  in  the  scale  of  the  annual  ex- 
penditure, particularly  in  the  naval  and 
military  departments.    The  weight  which 
had  be^n  pressing  upon  the  manufactures 
and  commerce  of  the  united  kingdom  was 
ao  wgradually  diminishing  ;andactivityagain 
prevailed  in  the  most  important  branches  of 
our  trade.  .  He  would  not,  however,  dwell 
upon  that  subject,  but  would  leave  it  to  be 
discussed  by  his  faon.  friend  who  sat  near 
him,  who  was  better  qua1i6ed  for  the  task. 
It  was  to  be  regretted  that  he  could  not 
use  the  same  language  of  congratulation 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  agriculture. 
It  was  too  true,  that  that  important  branch 
of  the  national  wealth  was  labouring  under 
severe  depression.    There  was  no  objectt 
he  was  certain,  to  effect  which  ministers 
would  more  cordially  co-operate,  than  that 
of  endeavouring  to  relieve  the  agriculturist 
of  the  burden  which  pressed  upon  him. 
The  f  ubject  would,  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  Hous€|  during  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  it  was  to  oe  hoped  tj^at  iovesti- 
f  at|qn  wpuld  lead  to  some,  remedy. .  The 


House  ought  to  bear  in  mind  the  comp^ 
rative  state  of  trade  two  or  three  years 
ago  and  at  the  present  moment.  They 
should  look  at  the  gradual  advancement  of 
the  revenue.  In  1820,  the  'principal  in- 
crease was  under  the  head  of  Excise^  ihi» 
year  it  was  under  the  head  of  Customs. 
The  House,  too,  would  observe  that  the 
revenue  of  Ireland  had  been  gradually  im« 
proving  up  to  that  time.  When,  therefore, 
he  knew  that  for  the  last  two  years  com- 
merce and  manufactures  had  oeen  grad- 
ually improving,  he  trusted  he  should  not 
be  thought  too  sanguine  in  expressing  a 
hope,  that  the  agricultural  interest  would, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  experi- 
ence a  similar  amendment.— There  was 
one  other  point  to  which  he  wished  to  caU 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  perhaps  it 
was  the  most  important  that  could  be  of- 
fered to  its  notice— he  meant  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  the  public  credit.  It  was 
public  credit  that  had  advanced  the  coun- 
try to  that  proud  eminence  on  which  she 
now  stood ;  and  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 

gortance  to  the  national  character— per- 
aps  he  might  say  to  the  future  existence 
of  the  country— to  maintain  it  inviolate^ 
After  returning  thanks  for  the  patience 
with  which  the  House  had  listened  to  him, 
the  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 
**  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  majestv,  to  return  the  thanks  of  this 
House  to  his  majesty  fur  his  most  gracious 
speech  from  the  throne  :-?To  assure  his 
majesty,  that  we  learn  with  much  satisfac- 
tion the  continued  assurance  of  the  friendly 
disposition  of  Foreign  Poweratowards  this 
country : — To  acknowledge  witkgratitude 
the  interest  which  his  majesty  takes  in  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  and 
the  endeavours  which  his  majesty  has  di- 
rected, in  conjunction  with  his  allies,  to 
the  settlement  of  the  differences  which 
have  unhappily  arisen  between  the  courts 
pf  St.  Petersburgh  and  the  Ottoman  Porte; 
which  di^erences  we  learn  with  pleasure 
his  majesty  has  reason  to  hope  will  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted:— To  express  the 
participation  which  we  feel  in. the  gratifi- 
cation his  majesty  derived  in  his  late  visit 
to  Ireland,  from  the  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment manifested  by  all  classes  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  and  at  the  same  time 
in  the  concern  which  bis  majesty  so  gra- 
ciously manifests,  that  a  spirit  of  outrage 
which,  has  led  to  daring  and  systematic 
violations  of  the  law,  has  arisen  and  still 
prevail^  in  some  parts  of  that  country  :-— 
To  ass^r^  his  roftjesty,  that  he  may  rely 
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en  oar  sufyport  in  eveiy  ihea^uire  neoettary 
for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  proi- 
perty  or  bis  loyal  and  peaceable  subjects ; 
and  that  we  sliall  not  fail  to  take  into  our 
imiaediate  consideration,  whether  the  ex- 
jstinff  laws  are  sufficient  for  that  purpose : 
.— Tnat  we  rejoice  to  thbk  that  nbtwith- 
atandiog  the  serious  interruption  of  public 
tranguinity,  his  majesty  may  enjoy  the 
satiiB&ction  of  belicTrng,  that  his  presence 
in  Ireland  has  been  productive  of  Tory 
beneficial   effects;    and  to  express  our 
thanks  to  his  majesty  for  his  gracious  as« 
aurance,  that  all  descriptions  of  his  people 
may  confidently  rely  upon  the  just  and 
equal  admioistration  of  the  laws,  and  upon 
hisjpatemal  solicitude  for  their  welfare : 
—To  express  our  satbfaction,  that  his 
majesty  if  enabled  to  inform  us,  that  du- 
ring the  last  year  the  revenue  has  exceed- 
ed that  of  the  year  preceding,  and  that  it 
appears  to  be  in  a  course  or  progressive 
improvement: — To    thank    his    majesty 
for  having  directed  the  estimates  of  the 
current  year  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  for 
the  attention  to  economy  with  which  his 
majesty  informs  us  they  have  been  framed : 
f— To  assure  his  majesty,  that  we  learn 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  he  has 
been  able  to  make  a  large  reduction  in 
our  annual  expenditure,  and  in  particular 
in  our  naval  and  military  establishments : 
•—That  we  are  highly  gratified  in  being 
informed,  that  a  considerable  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  course  of  the  last 
jreair  in  the  commerco  and  manufacttires 
of  the  United  Kmgdom  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty can  now  state  them  to  be,  in  their 
important  branches,  in  a  very  Nourishing 
condition  ^— That  we  must  at  the  same 
time  most  deeply  regret  the  depressed 
state  of  the  Agricultural  Interest  :^To 
assure  his  majesty,  that  the  condition  of 
an  interest  so  essentially  connected  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  will  attract 
our  early  attention  ;  and  that  his  majesty 
may  rely  upon  our  most  careful  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  this  important 
subject :— >Tbat,  in  whatever  measures  we 
may  adopt,  we  shall  not  fall  to  bear  in 
mind  that  all  the  best  interests  of  this 
kingdom  are  equally  involved  in  the  main- 
tenance of  our  nubfic  credit,  fully  persua- 
ded as  we  are  tnat  it  is  by  a  steady  adher- 
•nee  to  that  prindple  that  we  have  attain- 
cd,  and  can  alone  expect  to  preserve,  our 
high  station  amongst  Uie  nationa  of  the 
world." 

Mr.  WStiam  Duncombe  rose  to  second 
the  address.    In  doing  so,  he  felt  that  he 
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must  claim  all   the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  not  only  on  the  ground  of  his 
being  unaccustomed  to  address  the  House, 
but  also  because  he  was  conscious  of  his 
incompetency  to  discharee  effectually  the 
duty  which  he  had  undertriEen.    If,  in 
the  course  of  what  he  had  to  offer,  any 
thing  should  fUl  from  him  which  might 
tend  to  interrupt  that  unanimify  wfai^hit 
was  so  desirable  to  mainfaib,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  attribute  it  to  hb 
inexperience.    However,  after  the  able 
apeech  they  had  just  heard,  it  wouk!  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  House 
at  any  length.    As  to  the  first  topic  in 
the  Speech  from  the  throne,  he  was  eon- 
vincea  there  was  but  one  feeling.    Who* 
ever  had  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the   calamities  of  war,   and   had  seen, 
bowevergratifying the  results,  themiserie^ 
that  were  inflicted  before  those  results 
were  obtained,  would  be  deeply  impressed 
with  the  blessings  of  peace»  and  on  that 
ground  it  was  most  gratifying  that  his 
majesty  had  received  the  assurances  of 
the  friendly  disposition  of  foreign  p6wers. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  make  any 
observations  upon  the  difibreneies  which 
had  arisen  between  the  Court  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh    and   the    Ottoman   govemmMt. 
He  was   confident,  however,   that  the 
House  would  be  glad  to  learn  that  those 
unfortunate  difierences  were  likely  to  be 
amicably  adjusted.    He  knew  that  the 
House  would  participate4n  the  feelings 
of  his  majesty  on  account  of  the  un- 
fortunate situation  in  which  Ireland  was 
placed.    It  must,  indeed,  be  a  subject  of 
deep  concern  that  his  majesty's  visit  to 
that  country,  which  was  hailed  with  so 
much  enthusiasm  and  which  termhMUed 
under   such    auspicious    circumstances, 
should  have  been  succeeded  by  outrages 
amounting  to  a  daring    and  systematic 
violation  of  the  law. ,  If  any  consolation 
was  to  be  found  in  such  an  unforturiate 
state  of  things,  it  was  to  be  derived  from 
knowing  that  the  disturbances  originated 
in  local  causes,  and  not  in  any  general 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  established  laws. 
The  House,  however,  would  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  seconding  the  measures  of  the 
executive  by  vigorous  laWs,  aided  by  the 
spirit  of  conciliation,  to  suppress  these 
serious  disorders.— It  was  graii^ing  that 
the  revenue  had  increased,  and  he  waa 
fture  the  House  would  hear  with  satisfhc* 
tion  that  it  was  in  a  suteof  progressive 
Improvements    It  was  satlsQictory,  -too, 
to  learn  that  hiamajeity^s  government  Iui4 
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made  grtet  reduetioiit,  particalarly  in  the 
ntTAl  and 'dinitafy.  depiiHiiieiits.    With 
regard   also    to    our    manttfiictuires  and 
comt&erce,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained 
that  they  were  ih  a  flourishing  condition. 
With  regard  to  agriculture,  however,  the 
tame,  flatteririg  assurances  would 'not  be 
gi^en ;  and  he  should  not  perfonh  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  observe  that  it  waslabour^ 
ing    tinder  general    distress.     Without 
entering  into  the  causes  or  details  of  it, 
they  were  so  satisfied  of  its  importance 
knd  cohnexioD  with  the  other  great  in- 
tereasts  of  the  eduhtry,  that  it  mu6t  bp  the 
eatroest  desire  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
and  the  House  to  afford  it  dlf  the  protec- 
tion in  their  power.    He  was  aware  that 
there  werS  thoto  who  contended  that  this 
hHief  could  not  be    afforded  without  a 
great  reduction  of  taxation,   and   rigid 
economy;  but  he  iitrould  ask,,  who  were 
those  who  were  so  ardent  hi  this  cause  iis 
to  follow  \ip  thehr  object,  without  regard 
to  the  kecority  of  the  coiihtry?    Some 
hnmediate  remedy   however   should  be 
applied  to  the  distress;  and  he  had  no 
didubt  that  such  remedt  would  be  adopted. 
He  might  be  allowed  before  he  concluded 
to  congratulate  the  House  thiit  the  dis- 
Afiection  which  some  time  ago  had  shewn 
Itself  in  the  manufkcturine  districts  had 
entirely  disappeared,  and  had  been  sue* 
eeeded  by  perfect  tranquillity.    This  ef- 
fect was  partly  produced  iSj   the  wise 
measures  of  parliament,  but  in  a  great 
measure,  as  ne  trusted  and  believed,  by 
the  internal  prosperity  of  the  country. 
'But,  while  he  stated  this,  he  might  be 
t>ermftted  to  add,  that  in  his  judgment 
those  persons  must  be  very  superficial  ob- 
servers of  public  events,  who  could  not 
perceive  that  there  were  yet  individuals 
Who  were   ready   on  evenr  occasion  to 
attack  the  constitution  or  the  country, 
and  to  bring  into  contempt  the  established 
Authorities  of  the  kingdom.    That  such 
persona    unfortunately    existed,    though 
few  in  number,  appeared  to  his  mind  to 
Admit  of  little  doubt.    Some  of  those 
|>ersons    were  anxious  to  supplant   the 
present  order  of  things  by  some  theore* 
tical  system  of  thehr  owq.    Others  were 
Actuated  merely  by  hatred  of  what  was 
established.    Fortunatelv,  howeveri   the 
constftutibn  stood  so  firm  on  its  basis, 
was  so  beautffdijr  connected  in  all  its 
barts,  and  was  sd  admirably  adapted  to 
in  classea  of  society,  that  it  was  impos- 
afM0  bat  that  ail  who  enjoyed  the  bles« 
•iog  dP  fivinjg  under  it  should  perceive  its 


advantages  over  any  other  aystem  of  go- 
vernment. So  far,  however,  iroth  being 
injured  by  the  arrows  of  malic6  Which 
had  been  directed  against  it,  the  constitu- 
tion had  derived  new  strength  frbnct  the 
assault;  Bxii  would,  after  surviving  the 
stonns  And  attacks  which  it  had  su&red, 
exhibit  to  the  admiration  of  the  world  iti 
grandeur  And  stability : 

Per  dsmna,  per  asdes,  ab  ipso 
BucSt  opes  animumqae  ferro. 

Sir  Francii  BurdU^  said,  that  thA  very 
modest  and  sensible  speech  of  the  mover 
of  the  address,  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  throne,  had  given  him  very  little 
to  comment  on ;  as  there  was  little  in 
it  with  which  he  did  not  cordially  agree. 
Of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  member  who 
seconded  the  address,  he  should  have 
been  enabled  to  say  the  same,  were  it 
not  for  the  topic  introduced  at  the  end  of 
his  speech,  difiering  in  tone  and  temper 
both  fVom  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
and  the  address  in  answer  to  it.  That 
hon.  member  had  said,  that  there  were 
persons  in  England  anxious  to  subvert 
the  constitution  of  the  country.  This 
assertion  was  unfortunate,  and  in  contra- 
diction to  the  first  part  of  his  speech,  in 
which  he  had  recommended  and  praised 
the  reduction  of  that  large  military  force, 
which  there  was,  indeed,  no  honest  pre- 
tence for  keeping  up.  .  As  to  the  foreign 
politics  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
he  should  pass  them  over  very  rapidly, 
because  in  our  present  situation  they  were 
comparatively  of  very  small  hnporiance. 
Of  the  territory  now  m  contest,  ne  would 
only  say,  that  he  wished  heartily  it  was  out 
of  the  Turkish  possession,  and  m  the  pos- 
session of  the  Greeks.  In  saying  so,  be 
was  convinced  that  it  woula  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  Chrbtian  European  world, 
if  an  independent  state  were  erected  in 
that  part  of  Europe  by  the  ffreat  and 
glorious  exertions  of  that  cruelIy-oppres<« 
sed  people  in  vindication  of  their  ancient 
liberties.  He  had  A  short  amendment  to 
propose,  which  was  dictated  by  no  dis-* 
respect  to  the  throne,  but  by  a  desire  to 
give  the  royal  Speedi  that  consideration, 
which,  undfer  the  drcumstances  of  the 
country,,  was  especially  due  to  it.  In 
ancient  times— and,  as  he  was  rather  old 
fashioned  in  his  opinions,  in  what  he 
would  call  better  times — better  oarlia^ 
ihentary  times—it  was  the  custom  ror  the 
House  of  Commons  to  wisn  to  defiberate 
before  it  resolved :  it  Was  the  practice  of 
our  forefathers  to  undeffatand  before  they 
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voted,  and  they  held  it  no  disreapeet.to 
the  throne  to  postpone,  until  a  subsequent 
daj,  the  consideration  of  the  Speech  that 
bad  been  delivered  from  it.    They  thus 
knew  the  topics  it  contained,  and  those 
which  it  omitted ;  and  were  able  to  make 
up  their  mmds  bot^-  upon  the  one  and 
upon  the  other.    Since  the  Revolution, 
this  usage  had  been  dispensed  with ;  yet 
•till  some  courtesy  was  observed  towards 
parliament  by  the  ministers  of  the  day, 
which,    perliapc,    secured  the  practicsl 
benefits  of  the  exploded  system.    The 
royal  Speech  was  read  over*m'ght  at  the 
Cock-pit,  to  such  members  as  chose  to 
attend,  and  its  contents  found  their  way 
into  the  morning,    or  at  least  into  the 
evening  papers  of  the  day,  before  the 
Houses  were  convened.    Thus,  such  as 
felt   aa  interest   on    the  subisct  could 
honestly  arrive  at  a  decision.    But  of  late 
years  even  this  courtesy  had  not  been  ob- 
served ;  and  the  House  of  Commons  was 
expected  to  come  to  an  instantaneous  vote 
of  apnrobation  of  all  that  the  ministers 
thougnt  fit  to  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
soverei^.  Now,  he  confessed  that  his  mind 
was  neither  sufficiently  quick  nor  capa- 
cious to  be  competent  to  this  duty.    He 
was  not  able  on  the  instant  to  embrace 
and  decide  upon  all  the  various  topics 
just  read  from  the  chair.    Not  having, 
therefore,  the  power  of  divination,   or 
the  &culty  of  conjecturing,  with  any  de- 
gree of  certwnty,  what  would  be  the  na- 
ture of  the  King's  Speech,  he  could  not 
be  prepared  with  an  amendment  to  the 
adoress  ready  cut  and  dried  for  the  oc- 
casion.   The  consequence  therefore  was, 
cnther  that  the  vote  was  made  a  mere 
formal  compliment,  pledging  no  man,  or 
the  House  was  taken  by  surprise  and  re- 
quired to  give  its  sweeping  and  instan- 
taneous approbation  of  tnat,  which  under 
other  circumstances,  it  might  be  disposed 
to  object  to.    In  the  first  case,  the  ad- 
dress was  not  of  the  slightest  value ;  and 
in  the  last,  after  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
conciliation  and  unanimity,    the  House 
was  entrapped  and  ciyoled  into  an  ap* 
parentbutmsincere  acquiescence. — Under 
such  circumstances,  it  was  his  intention 
to  propose  that  the  King's  Speech  diould 
be    taken    into  consideration    the    day 
after  to-morrow.     It  was  fit  he  should 
observe,  that  as  far  as  he  could  collect, 
the.  Speech  from  the  throne  was  by  no 
means  such  a  full  i|nd  satisfactory  state- 
mentM  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect. 
JHaboured  under  grfevances  of  ail  kinds. 
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The  people  complained,   not  merely  of 
agricultural  diftress.    There  were  nume« 
reus  violations  of  the  law  and  constitution, 
in  his  mind,  superior  to  the  sufferings  of 
the  landed  interest,  which  required  re- 
dress.     The    constitution    was   at   this 
moment,  and  had  lone  been,  in  many  im- 
portant instances,  infringed  upon,  and  set 
at  open  defiance.    But,  with  regard  to 
agricultural  distress,  ministers  were  bound, 
not  merely  in  general  terms,  to  declare 
that  they  would  observe  economy.    What 
minister,  time  after  time,  had  not  done  so  ? 
The  first  Speech,  after  the  accession  of 
the  late  king,  held  out  a  promise  of  rigid 
economy ;  and  during  that  whole  reign, 
few  speeches   would  be  found  without 
such  an  undertaking,  but  fewer  were  the 
instances  m  which  it  had  been  perftnined. 
The  House  and  the  nation  demanded  more 
than  the  idle  delusion.    Ministers  ought 
to  point outhow  and  when  they  would  carry 
their  fine  promises  into  effect.    There  was 
also  a  point  of  omission,  very  important 
in  itself,  and  not  at  all  in  accordance  with 
that  anxietv  which  was  so  loudly  pro- 
fessed, of  observing  the  strictest  economy. 
Not  a  hint  had  been  given  regarding  a 
reduction  of  the  monstrous  expenditure 
of  the  civil  list.     At  a  time  when  the 
country  was  suffisrinff  under  the  severest 
pressure— when  ministers  were    plaving 
all  sorts  of  tricks  (for  he  could  call  them 
nothing  else)  with  the  circulating  me- 
dium—at  a  time  when  they  bad  succeeded 
in  depreciating  the  currency,  they  added 
to  the  evil  and  the  insult  upon  the  nation 
by   augmenting   the    civil   list  and  the 
salaries  of  persons  composing  or  connect- 
ed with  the  government.    l%ey  and  their 
ftiends  alone  throve  and  flourished  amid 
the  general  distress  and  ruin.    Th^ygot 
the  country  into  this  condition:    when 
the  currency  was  at  the  lowest  they  raised 
their  expenses  to  the  highest,  and  then,   . 
without  one  thought  of  alleviating  the 
sufierines  of  the  people,    of  their  own 
heads  uey  all  at  once  restored  the  cur- 
rency to  a  fair  metallic  value,  and,  while 
the  incomes  of  every  body  else  was  re- 
duced to  a  great  amount|  ministers  said 
not  a  syllable  about  redudne  their  own.. 
What  was  this  but  a  most  selfish  and  un- 
feeling disregard  of  the  national  distress  ? 
To  lessen  the  salaries  of  pensioners  and 
placemen  at  such  a  time,  seemed  fi  niea-l 
sure  so  eqi^itable  and  so  obvious,  that  he 
wondered  ,  ministers  were  not  ashamed  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  which  put  so  much  money 
into  their  own  pocketS|  while  they  took  it^' 
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in  '  an  increased  proportion,   from  the 
pockets  of  the  impoverithed  people.    At 
the  time  when  so  much  was  said  about  r0« 
•storing  a  healthful  currency,  and  about 
the  soTvencT  of  the  Bank,  ministers  were 
often  told  that  the  Bank  would  be  able  to 
pay,  but  the  real  question  was,  whether 
the  nation  would  be  able  to  bear.    It  was 
M  in  Tain :  ministers  would  not  take  the 
.trouble  to  think ;  the  pubUc  welfare  was 
of  no  consenuence,  when  compared  with 
•their.own:.tnough  the  change  they  were 
about  to  effisct  came  home  to  every  pri?ate 
familjr  in  the  kingdom,  they  never  dreamt 
of  weighing  the  bearings  of  the  measure, 
*wilh  a  view  to  put  the  whole  population 
in  the  same  relative  situation.    If  ministers 
were  not  aware  of  the  consequences,  they 
showed  themselves   most   mcapable:  if 
they  were  aware  of  them,  they  proved 
themselves  most  unworthy.  Many  persons 
rattributed  to  this  change,  the  present  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  country.    That  many 
mischievous   conseouences  had   resulted 
•from  it,  there  could  be  no  doubt;  and  as 
a  whole,  executed  as  it  had  been,  it  was 
-full  of  iniquity  and  injustice.    The  Sing's 
ministers  had  brought  it  about:  it  was 
their  own  sole  doins,  and  they  alone  were 
responnble.— Of  all  the  topics  introduced 
'  into  the  royal  Speech,  the  most  prominent 
and   pressing  was  certainly  the  state  of 
1  reland.    It  was  impossible  to  look  at  the 
condition  of  that  unfortunate  island  with- 
out the  deepest  commiseration:  a  kind, 
and  industrious,  and  a  generous  people 
tiid  been  driven  to  despair ;  and  surely  it 
was  fit  on  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
that  something  else  should  be  held  out  to 
them  than  the  sword.    Their  sufferings 
were  grievous  in  the  extreme;  in  some 
cases  it  had  been  seen  they  were  so  severe 
that  the  inhabitants  preferred  death  in  any 
skape^  to  livinff  under  such  complicated 
nfseries.    Perha^M  the  noble  marquis  op- 
.finite  would  again  employ  his  old  asser- 
tion, about  a  transition  from  war  to  peace ; 
bit  was  not  much  of  what  was  now  en* 
dured  in  Ireland  to  be  attribute  to  a 
transition  from  a  state  of  independence, 
to^  what  was  miscalled  a  state  of  Union? 
The  gentlemen  of  Ireland  and  the  people 
atlarge  had  been  cajoled  and  hoaxed  into 
a  belief  that  the  Umon  was  to  be  complete 
an| beneficial;  yet  it  had  turned  out  a 
nie^  parchment  union,  by  whith  Ireland 
imdbeen  so  reduced  to  the  last  extremity 
of  distress,  as  to  cause  a  danger  even  of 
•penpanent  separation.    Ministers  had  not 
4naie  a  single  attempt  to  carry  into  effect 


an^.of  the  idle  promises  by  which  the 
Irish  nation  had  been  duped  into  a  con- 
sent to  its  own  destruction  and  debase- 
ment.   What  were  the  views  of  govern* 
ment  upon  this  important  subject  ?    It 
was  clear  that  something  ought  to  be  done 
without  a  moment's  delay;  and  it  was 
equally  clear,  that  conciliation,  as  well  as 
force,    ought  to  be  employed.     There 
were  three  especial  and  striking  griev- 
ances that  affected  Ireland.    The  first  was 
the    scandalous    pretence    on   religious 
grounds  for  excfudine   men  from  their 
equal  and  just  civil  rights.    This  free  and 
unlimited  participation  had  been  proposed 
at  the  time  of  the  Unioo.    This  was  an 
obvious  practical  evil/  and   unless   the 
meetings  of  this  House  were  mere  matters 
of  senseless  form,  it  was  bound  to  afford  a 
speedy  remedv^a  remedy  at  all  times  within 
its  power,    llie  next  grievance  was  Uie 
manner  and  mode  of  the  tithing  system.  In 
the  year  1782,  what  was  the  situation  of 
Ireland?    If  she  was  then  distressed,  at 
least  she  had  an  ear  bound  to  listen  to  the 
public  voice :  she  had  a  parliament,  and 
under  that  parliament,  though  calumniated, 
she  had  enjoyed  a  surplus  revenue  of  about 
a  million  sterling.    Since  the  Um'on,  what 
had  been  the   revenue  of  Ireland,  and 
what  had  become  of  her  surplus  ?    She 
was  a  country  enjoying  every  advantage 
which  prodigal  nature  could  bestow.    She 
had,  besides,  an  industrious,  and  ingenious, 
and  energetic  people— a  people  as  orderly 
and  as  peaceable  as  an^  people  on  the 
earth,  irthe^  were  permitted  to  be   so. 
If  any  proof  were  wantine  that  they  did 
not  shun  labour,  it  might  be  found  in  our 
own  metropolis  where  all  the   severest 
labour  was  performed  by  the  Irish.    So 
far  from  being  idle,  they  travelled  many 
hundred  miles,  often  at  the  risk  of  starva- 
tion, to  procure,  by  the  hardest  drudgery^ 
an  honest  livelihood.    True  it  was,  that 
the  exchequers  of  England  and  Ireland 
had  been  consolidated,  but  had  the  mea^ 
sure  improved  the  revenues  of  the  latter? 
It  had  been  said  that  tlie  corruption  in  this 
country  was  purity  itself  compared  with 
the  corruption  of  Ireland :  but  whether 
this  were  or  were  not  the  fact,  it  was  un- 
deniable  that   the  revenues  of  Ireland 
were  all  frittered  away,  and  that  literally 
a  civil  war  had  been  long  waged  against 
the  distillation  of  whiskey.     Let  gen« 
tlemen  read  the  statements  in  Mr.  Chi- 
chester's pamphlet  of  the  efforts  to  put 
down  illicit  distillation,  and  they  wduld 
find  it  amply  sufficient  to  perpetuate  dis- 
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cont^i^f  an4  htart  b\iroii»«  An  eiLfoi* 
ination  into  ^e  i^tiite  of  ^^  Excise  lawp 
in  Irekmd  might  be  another  and  an  im- 
portaot  mode  of  re^i^C  At  pretent,  the 
uohiqppy  people  w^e  Axvf&a,  to  acts  of 
detperate  retaliation;  and  were  reduced 
to  8uph  a  deplorable  conditipny  that  tb^ 
were  ready  to  run  the  haaard  of  any  per- 
sonal infliction  for  the  sake  of  a  moment's 
respite.  The  Speech  from  the  throne  con* 
taioed  not  ^  syllable  regarding  Scotland ; 
yet,  coii)d  fu\y  man  beliere  that  the  people 
therp  w^re  sat^fied  ?  They  werp  su wr« 
ing  un4eir  a  monstrous  evil.  The  Scotch 
were  a  wise^  a  wary,  and  a  calculating 
nation;  an^  though  theysiiffieredy  Uiey 
were  net  easily  driveQ  to  desperation ; 
yet  It  was  well  known  by  the  inquiries  of 
the  Housf,  that  the  system  of  burghs  at  the 
self  election  of  a  litue  narrow  committee, 
engrossing  all  power  and  profit— was  an 
enormous  evlL  The  burghs  were  to  Scotr 
land  what  that  House  was  to  the  kingdom 
at  large.  The  noble  lord  beneath  hips 
(A*  ^aqoiltoii)  had  produced  irresisti^ 
pie  arguments  against  this  deteplable 
qrstem ;  mapy  petitions  had  beoo  presentr 
ed;  a^d  if  be  (Sir  JF'ranois  3urdett) 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  debate 
upon  them,  it  was  pot  bepauae  bp 
was  in^itferent  to  the  subject,  but 
becfiuse  be  feared  that  his  internositioii 
might  injure  the  cause  and  lead  to 
the  neglect  of  their  complaints.  Tbe 
petitionera  were  much  mistaken,  if  they 
thought  they  could  persuade  the  House  of 
CommonsyCooDpoiiindedasit  wasi  to  set 
its  face  against  a  system  on  whidi  it  was 
itself  established.  The  eountrv  pow  well 
understood  the  undue  and  oyerWring  in- 
fluenoe  of  ministers  in  the  House  of  Com* 
mens,  and  that  it  was  vain  to  e^cpect  any 
thing  from  fuch  a  body*  He  knew  not, 
if  be  ifora  indeed  ip  yfilA  and  viaionary 
in  his  fiM^o98of  i?fbrm  as  some  bad  rq>re- 
pen^ed  1^  to  baj^  bat  ef  al)  refom^^rs  the 
roost  wtfd  nnd  visioaarjr,  in  bisTiew,  were 
those  who  hoped  to  el^t,  what  they  ter- 
med, ^  oconomipal  reform :  such  persona 
expected;  that»  which  in  the  present  con- 
atitution  of  the  HoufO,  could  never  be  at*- 
tained;  |hey  looked  for  effiecta  without 
(causea— ^*  for  grapea  on  thorns,  and  figs 
en  thisUea ;"  for  until  that  House  bad  been 
e&ctually  and  thoroughly  relonned,  there 
could  be  no  penaaoent  and  dBcient  relief 
for  the  suSsrings  of  the  people  of  these 
kingdofoa*  Ecepomical  reform  was  put- 
ting the  ^rt  before  the  hone,  retonn 
must  precede  economy;  for  ^onomy 
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Cfpld  perer  piecede  reibm.  In  these 
times  parties  acarcely  existed ;  or  at  leant 
there  was  bnt  one  great  and  strong  dish 
tinction  between  men  in  this  country— -r^ 
formers  and corruptionists.  Thesewerethe 
two  gr»i^  classes  into  which  the  people  of 
Qreat  Britain  were  divided ;  ana  though 
he  aokqowledfled,  in  the  fulleat  manner, 
the  indefatigable  labours  and  high  merits  of 
his  hen.  friend,  the  member  for  Aberdeen, 
thouj^  he  admitted  his  claims  upon  the 
nation  fpr  his  abUity,  industry,  and  perse- 
verance^ 

**         '   ■  Neque  ego  illi  detraiiere«iiiim 
^  Hserentem  capiti  multa  cum  laude  eoronam  ^ 

still  he  could  not  flatter  himself  with  any 
hope  that  his  extraordinary  exertiona 
would  be  attended  with  any  thing  like 
propprUonate  success.  His  bon.  friend 
had,  iodeedi  been  tbe^reat  practical  vefoe- 
mer  of  the  day,  be  had  laid  bare,  in  many 
places,  the  bloated  carcass  of  corruption; 
but  if  he  looked  for  efficient  economy  by 
any  otl^er  mode  than  a  thorough  reform 
of  parliament,  he  muat  aay»  that  his  bon. 
friend  was  ope  of  the  weakest  and  most  vi- 
sionary of refor|nera.IfanQblelord(Bbrin»- 
ton  ]  l^ul  ootahready  given  a  notice  upon  tbia 
great  paramoui^t  subjecw  it  had  beeahis  it»* 
tention  to  have  obsod  what  he  bid  to  say 
that  nigbtiwith  anintimation  that  he  wonM 
briD^  it  forward  on  a:  very  early  day.  In 
his  view,  it  wtis  superior  to  all  other  asal- 
ters,  and  ought  to  take  precedence  of  all 
other  questions.  He  became  mote  ia^ 
pressed  with  its  absolute  necessity  etery 
hour  of  the  day ;  and  as  tbe  great  Romab 
had  ended  all  his  addresses  to  tbe  senate 
with  the  words  "delenda  est  Carthago,^ 
so  he  felt  disposed  to  terminate  all  his 
speeches  to  tbe  House  of  Commons  with 
the  words— .«  refoi:pa  in  parliament.''  At 
present  his  purpcMo  was  the  same»  though 
his  means  i^ere  diferent ;  and  in  order  to 
give  time  for  the  due  and  respectful  c^ 
sideratipn  of  the  Speeeh  hom  the  throae, 
he  should  n^ove,  as  an  amendment,  tkat 
the  consideration  of  it  be  pos^ned  uatil 
Thursday  next. 

Mr^fibMotfif,  in  ri«ng  to  second  the 
motioii,  took  occasion  te  express  his  eiv 
tire  concurrence  in  the  reasons  assigned 
by  his  bon.  coUeaffue  for  postpeniog  ai^ 
reply  to  the  Speedi  from  the  di^one,  uaiU 
the  IjlQuse  should  have  some  time  to  ( 


sider  its  merits.  His  hon.  colleague  wae 
quite  correct  as  to  his  quotations  witlii  re- 
l^d  to  the  practice  of  that  House  in  early 
times*  respecting  its  replies  to  kioge 
speeches;  but  evep.after  tto  Revoluti#0|  it 
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was  tbepMictictfof  ibe  Hotue,  m  appeared 
from  the  Jouraate,  to  take  time  for  the 
oontidenitioii  of  a  speedi  from  the  throne 
befbf«  any  mMwer  was  made  to  it.  This 
parciciilany  appeared  fVom  the  comhict  of 
that  House  during  the  tdgn  of  William 
Ssd^  and  especially  won  th^  speech  from 
the  tkrone  in  ISO?,  woen  tiie  country  was 
io  chPOQiiMtaDces  somewhat  amilar  to  the 
present.  The  speech  of  tlie  soverei^  did 
not  on  that  ocoasion  intimate  any  inten- 
tion U>  reduce  any  part  of  his  military 
lbrce»  wbid»  both  parties  in  the  House 
desired,  and  therefbre,  in  Uie  i^ply  to  the 
speech,  which  the  House  took  some  time 
to  coDsidetv  they  inserted  an  application 
to  the  king  to  reduee  the  army  to  seven 
thousand  ror  Irdaod  and  twelve  thousand' 
fcr  England*  When  the  House  then  evin- 
ced so  much  jealousy  of  the  mihtary  power 
of  tiieir  great  deliverer  fhxn  slavery  and 
superstition,  was-  it  too  much  to  ssy  that 
some  jealousy  should  be  felt  as  to  the  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  our  military  force 
at  present  f  It  was  said  that  some  reduc- 
tisn  had  taken  phce  b  the  amount  and: 
enence  of  our  army  smce  the  last  sessions. 
Or  this,  however,  that  House  had  as  yet 
no  vegular  cognieanoe.  But  he  was  posi« 
tively  assured,  that  no  less  than  onohun-^ 
dredfifss  eommissions  had  been,  granted 
since  tbe^  Jast  sessions ;  and  that  fact  oer«' 
tainljr  argued  nothimp  of  a  disposition  to 
reduce  theoztoence  of  our  military  depart^ 
ment  [hear,  near,  hearlj^  Of  itself  this 
seemed  suffldpnt  to  show  the  folly  of 
bUndly  voting  an  address  of  thanks,  wh^e 
the  House  was  in  tota)  ignorance  as  to 
what  had  been  done  to  relieve  the  burthens 
oB  tbe  people.  It  seemed  to  hhfn  no  high 
com^oienttowhat  proceeded  from  the 
throne,  10  say,  that  it  would  not  beiar  re- 
fleotibn,  and  that  approbation,  if  expressed 
at  aH,  must  be  expressed  with  unreflecting 
prccipitatkm.  To  postpone,  to  deliberate, 
and  then  to  vote  was  sorely  muoh  more 
beoooiing  the  wisdom  of  parliaoient  and 
the  dignity  of  the  Crown.  The  intercourse 
between  a  kmg  and  his  p^ple  ought  not 
to  be  a  mere  fiurce :  it  was  a  spfemnity 
which  oaght  never  to  be  burlesooed^  aqd 
it  was  DOW  quite  time  to  have  done  with 
^m  sidicnloBS  practice  of  making  the  ad» 
diisss«  mere  echo  of  the  royal  speech,  a 
nere  machine  to  enable  ministers  to  con* 
gratidatetheOMelves  on  dl'the  good  things 
whick  Ihey  had  put  into  the  mouth  of  his 
najesty.  He  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
thKe  was  no  time  so  fit  as  the  PJ^d^  ^ 
clianging  this  absurd  custom.  The  counts 
VOL.  VI. 


try,  firom  one  end  to  the  other,  was  ndw' 
satisfied  that  a  change,  not  merely  of  mea-' 
sores,  butof  men,  wasabsolutely  necessary; 
and,  without  meaning  any  thing  harsh  to 
the  hon.  seconder  of  the  address,  he  (Mr. 
Hobhouse)  must  say,  Uiat  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  much  mistaken  if  he  thought 
that  the  language  he  had  used  would  have' 
any  etSoct  upon  the  people  at  large.  Even 
here,  it  had  raised  a  smile  among  the* 
ranks  of  ministers,  when  the  hon.  gentle- 
jnsn  attributed  the  prevailing  dbtress  and 
disafibction  to  a  wish  to  destroy  the  go- 
vernment, and  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
ted authorities.  The  nation  was  i^ot  afraid 
of  the  revolutionary  plunderer,  but  of  the 
tax-gathering  plunderer,  of  the  man  whb 
came  to  drag  the  beds  fVom  under  them, 
and  to  reduce  them  to  the  last  stage  of 
poverty  and- wretchedness.  [Hear,  hear.] ^ 
He  trusted'  then  that  the  House  would 
hear  no  more  of  any  idle  clamour  about 
revolution.  The  people  now  knew  well 
into  whose  pockets  fell  the  money  that  was 
extorted  from  them,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  it  was  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
corruption.  To  cure  these  evils  then  he  • 
bellied  tbe  great  body  of  the  people  was 
anxious  for  a  change  of  measures,  and  not' 
for  a  change  of  men,  as  it  was  indifierent 
to  them  1^  whom^  the  powers  of  govern* 
roent  were  possessed^  it  the  country  were 
well  governed.  But  as  to  our  foreign 
politics  there  was  a  reason  against  the 
sudden  adoption  of  the  proposed  answer 
furnished  by  the  example  or  an  assembly', 
whose  general  conduct  he  could  not  res- 
pect, atthoogh  it  might- and  probably  was 
respected  by  ministers.  He  meant  the 
example  of  the  F^nch  chamber  of  depu- 
ties, which  iock  time  to  consider  of  a  re- 
ply to  the  king's  speech,  and  had  recently 
sbiown  that  they  dared  dissent  horn  the 
sentiments  ^rein  contmned.  TheHouse' 
was  called  upon  by  the  proposed  reply, 
to  congratulate  his  majesty  upon  the  peace 
whidi  at  present  prevailed  m  Europe,  as 
ministera  alleged*  Bnt  he  would  appeal 
to  any  unbisissed  man  who  heard  him, 
.wiwt  sort  of  peace  that  was  ?  It  was,  in- 
deed, Uie  peace'of  the  grave,  but  not  that 
of  justice  or  independeoce;  for,  what  was 
tbe  condition  of  Greece,  not  one  word 
Bbt^t  which  appeared  in  the  king's  speeeh, 
or  io  the  proposed  reply  to  it,  altbougii 
the  Qreeks  were  at  present  shedding  their 
best  blood  in  order  to  recovertbeir  KbeHy 
and  independence  ?  Did<thehon.secon- 
4er  of  the  address  consider  that  the  peace 
in  whid^  he  Sacultedi  had  served  to»  destrojF- 
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the  independence  of  every  state  in  Europe 
which  had  hoped  for '  freedom  ?  Or»  was 
tlie  noble  secretary  for  foreign  afiBurs,  who 
had  himself  seen  the  continent,  aware  of 
the  consequences  of  the  peace  which  he 
had  concluded ;  that  it  haa  produced  some 
of  the  most  unnatural  and  uncongenial 
unions,  that  it  had  annexed  Norway  to 
Sweden,  Saxony  to  Prussia,  Genoa  to 
Sardinia,  Venice  and  all  Italy  to  Austria 

Eear,  hear,  hear !]  ?  The  bon.  seconder 
d  quoted  some  lines  from  Horace,  and 
he  would  take  leave  to  make  a  quotation 
from  the  same  author,  whose  Venus  was 
the  very  prototype  of  the  noble  lord : 

•  «<  cui  placet  impues 

*<  Fonnis  stque  ammos  sulguga  ahenea 
^  StBvo  mittere  cum  joco.** 

But  when  ministers  spoke  of  the  peace 
of  the  continent,  he  would  ask  them  where 
that  content  which  was  indicative  of  peace 
was  to  be  found  ?  Was  it  in  Italy,  or  in 
France,  or  in  the  north  of  German  v  ?  Or 
was  it  in  that  quarter  of  Europe  where  the 
Greeks  were  so  gallantly  fighting  for  their 
liberties  ?  The  cause  of  all  the  discontent 
nod  agitation  which  prevailed  in  Europe 
was^  not  at  all  laid  open  to  the  House.  He 
was^  convinced  when  the  subject  was  fairlv 
opened  and  examined,  it  would  be  found, 
that  in  many  instances  there  had  been  a 
disgraceful  invasion  of  the  rights  of  man, 
not  to  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of 
the  civilized  world.  How,  he  would  agaia 
ask,  could  any  man  vote  for  this  address, 
congratulating;,  his  majesty  upon  the  happy 
peace  prevailing  in  Europe,  while  the  Ot^ 
toman  crescent  was  disp&yed  over  the  bo- 
dies of  those  Greeks  whom  the  Ottoman 
scimitar  had  hewn  down?  In  the  last 
session,  charges  of  the  gravest  nature  had 
been  made  against  sir  T.  Maitland  for  the 
un-english  part  he  had  played  against  the 
Greeks,  and  vet,  while  they  were  unrefo- 
ted,  this  address  was  to  be  voted*  This 
was  peace  with  a  vengeance.  What  was 
the  fact  ?  Great  Britain  had  taken  under 
her  protection  men  who  had  long  suffered 
Mnder  the  most  cruel  despotism ;  yet  now 
they  were  found  to  prefer  that  despo- 
tism to  our  protection.  One  of  our  nrst 
acts  had  been  to  disarm  the  population  we 
had  taken  under,  our  protection.  [Hear, 
l|ear.]  No  wonder,  then,  that  supporting 
sach  a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppression 
his  majestv*s  ministers  when  they  framed 
this  speech  had  not  a  single  tear  to  shed 
for  Greece.  To  revert  to  the  delay  for- 
merly granted  before  the  House  voted  an 
address  on  an  occasion  Hke  the  present^ 
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and  to  the  subsequent  courtesy  of  readrog  H 
in  the  Cock-pit,  to  which  the  hon.  hart,  ted 
also  adverted,  he  f  Mr.  Hobhouse)  must 
observe  that  he  had  in  vain  sought  tor  any 
cause  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  latter 
practice :  he  had,  however,  heard  that  it 
was  owing  to  a  piece  of  waggery  in  the 
year  1797,  when  a  pretendedspeech  wa» 
got  up  from  the  information  thus  obtatnedt 
and  trumpeted  about  the  streets.  But  waa 
it  fit  that  a  mere  joke  of  this  kind  should 
degrade  a  solemn  proceeding  into  a  mere 
farce  and  juggle  i  It  was  neither  respect*^ 
fttl  to  the  throne  nor  to  the  House  thus 
tamely  and  blindly  to  acquiesce  In  the  dic- 
tation of  the  cabmet.  It  had  formerly 
been  recorded  on  the  journals,  that  thie 
noise  was  so  great  that  the  address  could 
scarcely  be  heard:  and  it  would  be  ^uite 
as  well  if  it  could  not  be  heard  at  all,  if  aa 
instantaneous  vote  were  required  upon  il. 
He  would  not  compliment  away  the  liber- 
ties of  parliament  and  the  forms  meant  to 
secure  them ;  and  he  hoped^  his  hon.  col- 
league would  persevere  In  his  amendment,, 
to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing what  it  was  about,  instead  of  at  once 
and  precipitately,  voting  an  address,  a» 
was  at  present  proposed,  whidi  was  a 
mere  echo  of  the  speech. 

Mr.  GraUan  could  not  refram  from 
trespassing  idiortly  on  the  Hohse,  after 
what  had  oeen  said  regarding  the  state  of 
Ireland.  The  visit  of  his  majesu  to  that 
unhappy  island  was  a  most  benerofad  pre- 
cedent, and  would  tend  unquestionably  to 
secure  the  loyalty  and  afiection  of  its  itL^' 
habitants,  lliat  great  distress  prevailed 
among  them,  was  admitted  on  ail  hands; 
^nd  so  long  as  Ireland  continued  what  she 
was,  crimM,  Perhaps  of  the  bhickest  dle^ 
were  ineviuble.  The  speech  from  the 
throne  adverted  to  the  ineffideney  of  the 
existing  laws.  He  had  the  utmost  dread 
of  Insurrection  acts.  Ireland  was  like  the 
poor  wretch  flogged  by  the  dnMimert 
let  him  strike  where  he  would,  he  could 
not  give  satisfaction.  The  condition  of  a 
country  so  important,  so  populous,  but  so 
long  despised  and  neglected,  was  roost 
extraordmar}' :  she  was  not  vtsiled  by  the 
curse  of  God,  but  of  government.  He 
would  concur  with  the  most  violent  gen- 
tlemen in  Ireland,  (where  there  were  yio-^ 
lent  gentlemen  enough)  in  punishing  crime 
severely;  but  he  hoped  that  the  whole 
country  would  not  be  denounced  for  the 
offences  of  a  few  banditti.  Bis  country- 
men had,  like  other  people,  their  virtues 
and  their  vices ;  but  the  latter  were  greatly 
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Mgr4va!ed1>7»i]F«tflmofini»-goTehidient« 
He  knew  there  was  a  great  deal  of  discon? 
leol*  of  distress^  and  of  dissatUfactioD  in 
Irelaody  which  had  its  origin  in  moral  cau- 
ses. Sorry  he  was  to  say,  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  people  disregarded 
Iheir  geoUy;  and,  what  was  worse,  set  at 
Doaght  the  ministers  cf  their  religion.  A 
continuid  warfare  was  carrying  on  against 
the  military  and  the  police.  Such  an  un- 
natural state  of  things  could  only  be  pro- 
doqed  by  mis-go? ernment.  It  was  not  so 
in  Fcaace:  it  was  not  so  in  England :  but 
11^  Irelaady  we  heard  of  nothing  but  the 
recurrence  of  such  disastrous  scenes.  A 
syvtem  of  mis-government  had  long  pre- 
vail^ there.  From  severe  and  immoral 
bws,  bad  education,  and  the  exercise  of 
local  tyranny,  arose  the  evils  by  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  visited.  Nothing 
could  possibly  be  more  wretched  than  theit 
GonditsoB.  He  would  not  look  to  the  situa* 
tion  4>f  the  Irish  previously  to  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  If  it  were  examined  from 
that  veiga  down  to  the  present  time,  it  would 
appear,  with  little  exception,  to  present 
one  series  of  suffering.  When  they  con- 
templated the  confiscations  of  property  that 
bad  so  frequently  been  resorted  to,  and 
all  the  other  means  of  annoyance  which 
were  let  loose  against  that  people,  they 
would  not  find  it  difficult  to  account  for 
those  cnmes  and  atrocities  of  which  Ire- 
land had  so  oflen  been  the  theatre.  The 
unfortunate  labourer  was  himself  worth 
nothiog :  his  furniture  was  worth  nothing: 
he  possessed  nothing  that  could  give  him 
the  smaUest  cl^m  to  the  cliaracter  of  in- 
dependence. He  laboured  for  a  few  pence, 
which  were  expended  in  the  payment  of 
tttbest  of  taxes,  and  for  the  support  of  his 
priest*  All  this,  and  a  great  deal  more 
than  this,  might  be  witnessed  in  Ireland. 
When  they  perceived  the  situation  in 
whidi  the  Lrisb  labourer  was  placed :  when 
they  acknowledged  that  he  was  worthy  of 
being  governed  by  mild  and  equal  laws; 
and  then  viewed  the  conduct  which  was 
adopted  towards  him,  they  could  not  won- 
der if  his  severe  treatment  gave  rise  to 
feelings  of  dissust  and  dissatisfaction. 
Great,  he  might  say.  incalculable  sums, 
weie  received  in  this  country  from  Ireland, 
through  various  channels.    He  wished  the 

Sovemment  would  seriously  set  about 
oing  good  to  Ireland;  and  that  all  which 
this  country  received  from  Ireland .  in  the 
way  of  exports  and  rents,  should  be  paid 
back  in  strenuous  efforts  to  ameliorate  the 
conditio^  of  society  there.    The  gentle- 


man was  the  victim  of  the  existing  law  as 
wdl  as  the  peasant.  Both  suffered'  by  it. 
If  the  Irish  gentleroon  was  found  to  be  an 
advocate  for  the  system  under  which  his 
country  had  suffered  so  much,  it  arose 
rather  from  the  situation  in  which  he  had 
so  long  been  placed,  than  from  any  predi- 
lection for  a  system  which  operated  by 
means  of  insurrection  acts,  aod  the  em- 
ployment of  military  force.  The  Irish 
gentleman  was,  indeed,  a  great  admirer  of 
the  British  constitution ;  but  it  appeared 
to  him  that  he  had  almost  as  little  enjoy- 
ment of  it  as  the  peasant.  The  two  coub* 
tries  were  divided  by  religion,  by  the  na- 
ture of  their  respective  laws,  and  by  local 
circumstances,  as  well  as  by  the  sea.  The 
peasant  did  not  conceive  that  he  was  pro- 
tected, and  therefore  he  took  no.interest, 
he  felt  not  that  warmth  which  the  »ame 
class,  of  people  felt  here,  in  anything  that 
concerned  the  measures  of  government. 
Hence  it  was,  that  the  execution  of  the 
laws  was  frequently  intrusted  to  the  army. 
He  knew  that  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
had  most  important  duties  to  perform,  in 
securing  the  peace,  and  protecting  tlie 
property  of  the  different  counties.  But, 
unfortunately,  in  their  anxiety  for  the  lat- 
ter, they  sometimes  overlodced  the  former 
They  rarely  thought  of  improving  the  mo- 
rals and  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
peasantry.  [Here  tlie  House  manifested 
some  impatience.3  He  begged  pardon 
for  detaining  them  so  long ;  but  he  had 
just  arrived  from  Ireland,  where  be  had 
witnessed  distress  of  the  most  lamentable 
description,  and  he  was  anxious  to  vstate 
what  he  .conceived  to  be  the  best  remedy^ 
The  most  unhappy  feuds  prevaOed  in  that 
country.  The  clergy  and  the  people  were 
at  variance.  They  were  separated:  they 
were  constantly  at  war  about  the  tithes, 
and  a  more  lamentable  cause  of  dissention 
could  scarcely  be  conceived.  The  union 
had  not  produced  the  benefits  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  had  been  taught  to  look 
for ;  they  were  led  to  believe  that,  when 
U  was  carried,  much  English  capital. would 
be  transferred  to  Ireland.  But  it  had  not 
turned  out  %o.  Without  meanine  any  pern 
sonal  reflection,  he  hoped  that  the  justice 
and  generosity  of  parliament  would  re** 
dress  any  evil  which  might  have  been  pro- 
duced by  that  measure.  He  called  on  the 
legislature  to  devise  some  prompt  and  con- 
ciliatory remedy  for  the  evils  by  which 
Ireland  was  now;  beset.  The  race  of  far- 
mers had  disappeared,  and  the  class  of  gen- 
tlemen, was  fast  following  them.     How 
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long  was  inch  aflt»te«rthihgito1ie«iif^ 
ftml  i  It  was  in  vain  to  hope  that  the 
evil  could  be  removed  bjr  severe  mea* 
iuret.  It  was  m  vain  to  pass  Insorrectioo 
acts,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the  coim- 
tiy.  It  was  in  vain  to  etnploy  large  amies 
in  the  collection  of  rents.  Other  measures 
must  be  auiepted ;  and  he  was  convinced 
they  might,  vy  a  careful  revision  of  the 
existing  laws,  restore  the  peace  of  Ireland, 
and  bind  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  peo« 
pie  to  the  government  of  the  country. 

Th^  Marquis  of  Londondtnry  said,  he 
iAx  It  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
eoone  the  debate  had  taken,  to  trouble 
Ihe  House  with  a  very  few  cfbservations ; 
rather  with  the  view  of  ^ving  a  general 
understanding  of  what  ministers  meant  to 
do,  than  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  at 
that  moment  any  of  the  important  topics 
adverted  to  in  liis  majesty's  speech.  In 
the  whole  course  of  his  parliamentary  ex- 
perieooe,  he  never  recollected  an  address 
to  the  Crown  better  cidculated  to  concili* 
ate  sH  parties,  and  to  produce  a  fbeling  of 
temper  and  moderation,  than  that  which 
w«8  Bfl^  proposed;  and  he  certainly  did 
remt  that  any  thine  shodd  have  occur- 
ted  which  was  at  3X  likdy  to  interrupt 
that  conciliatory  tone  of  feeling,  the  ne- 
cessity of  preserving  which  had  oeen  sug- 
gested by  tiis  hon.  mend  who  moved  the 
address.  He  begged  to  assure  the  House, 
that  in  carrying  up,  as  he  hoped  they 
would  do,  unammously,  this  address  to  the 
throne,  his  majesty's  eovemment  would 
not  consider  any  individual  as  pledged  by 
that  vote  to  any  specific  Ime  of  conduct, 
with  reference  to  the  important  subjects 
which  were  noticed  hi  the  address.  He 
oould  assure  the  gentlemen  opnosite,  that 
aunisters  did  not  expect  to  find,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  vote  of  that  night,  anv  re^ 
laxation  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  that 
disposition  to  scrotfnlte  the  conduct  of 
fovenuiient,  whidi  nndoobtedly  n^as  a 
part  of  their  duty,  and  which  he  hoped 
they  would  perform  severely,  but  at  the 
same  time  justly.  He  trusted  the  hoo. 
baronet  would  forgive  him,  if  he  reminded 
him  that  It  was  customary  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session  for  gentlemen  to  enter  into 
a  sort  of  general  protest,  such  as  he  and 
his  hon.  colleague  nad  thought  fit  to  make, 
lest  it  might  be  supposed  Uiat  they  were 
pledged  to  a  particular  line  of  conduct  at 
a  subsequent  period.  In  consequence  of 
the  adoption  of  any  proposed  address* 
Perhaps  it  would  have  been  as  well  if  they 
had  stopped  there  i  for  certainly  it  could 
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aot  to  Imagiaed,  that  the  ModooC  •r  BsiB^ 
isters  would  not  be  open  to  InvestigatiMiy 
or  that  the  institutions  of  the  couatry 
might  not  be  made  the  subjects  of  InMHy, 
because  the  address  now  before  the  Hoaae 
was  agreed  to.  From  the  tono  asauased 
by  the  hon.  baronet  It  was  ea^  to  peroai»# 
the  -course  which  lie  intended  to  purswa 
dmring  the  present  session.  He  cofaeeiod 
from  the  S|DMeeoh  of  the  hon.  i>aroiieit,  that 
he  waved  his  more  enki^ed  view  of  pwr^i 
liamentary  reform— that  which  exteodad 
to  universal  sufirage— *in  order  to  aonka 
way  for  the  more  moderate  phm  of  the 
noble  lord  (John  Russell)  for  the  docws- 
sion  of  which  a  day  had  been  namedk  He 
would  undoubtedly  rmtlier  deal  with  the 
moderate  plan,  than  with  that  of  a  broader 
and  more  extended  character;  birthis  son* 
timents  on  the  subject  had  not  varied,  aod 
be  could  not  flatter  the  noble  lord  tiiat  he 
would  support  bis  intended  proposttiew. 
The  hon.  baronet  would  aMow  hisa  to  say, 
that  if  the  Address,  in  answer  to  tiie  Speech 
from  the  throae,  were  understood  aa  fafr* 
plyins  that,  bv  agreeing  to  it,  parliaiBeDt 
wodd  be  pMiged  to  suppoit  certain  opus- 
loos  and  sentiments,  then  he  ooaoeived  the 
hon.  baronet  should  not  have  oroved  that 
the  consideration  of  the  Speech  thouM 
take  place  on  Thursday,  but  that  it  should 
be  postponed  for  three  months;  beoauac 
he  thought  that  period  would  soaroely 
carrv  them  througn  the  consideration  of 
all  the  subjects  which  were  adverted  to  la 
the  Speech—alluding  as  it  did  to  our  fo- 
reign policy,  our  revenue,  expendltwroi 
commerce,  manufactures,  and,  abow  dl^ 
to  that  very  important  topic—a  topio 
which  most  deeply  afiected  the  country«i« 
the  state  of  the  agricuUund  faiteresti 
which,  he  trusted,  would  uodsiigo  a  most 
minute  consideration.  He,  therefore,  was 
of  opinion  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  uken 
a  false  view  of  the  time  necessary  to  con* 
aider  the  Speech  from  the  throne^  if  Is 
were  deemed  necessary  to  make  an  iiwi»- 
diate  reply  to  tlieae  various  and  highly  im- 
portant poinu.  He  thought  he  eonsyted 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  and  did  not  al 
all  prejudice  the  public  interest,  when  he 
recommended  the  address  proposed  thas 
night,  as  a  ipeasure  which  did  not  pledge 
gentlemen  to  any  paiticular  opinion,  and 
which  left  the  subjecU  which  be  had  enu« 
merated  to  be  discussed  m  thehr  natural  and 
ordinary  course.  He  could  not  coasanS 
to  postpone  until  Thursday,  the  eonsiden* 
tion  of  his  majesty's  Speech,  tmt,  on  that 
day,  if  the  House  w^re  so  disposodyho 
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Kor  tbe  Sbeedi  wldcii  applied  to  Ire* 
OoMideriiig  it  as  the  pomt  uotel 
ktiiiHitelj  connected  with  tlie  p^aoe  and 
protperity  of  the  empire^  he  thought  the 
Howe  would  ben  discharge  to  duty  by 
gofotf  at  «itce  to  that  qoeBtion,  and  «ater^ 
ing  into  it^  08  fully  as  pOMibley  oa  the 
earliest  dar.  He  ihootd  not,  howeveri  be 
doing  his  Miy  to  the  House,  if  he  did  not 
point  out  more  extensively  what  ministers 
nmnt  to  do  on  other  impoitant  topics; 
and  fae  trusted  wheo  he  hod  done  so»  the 
geDtlemen  opposite  would  see  that  there 
was  uo  dispMtion  on  the  port  of  his  ma- 
jeity'iB  gOTemment  to  blink  ony  of  those 
i{aefltionsy  or  to  divest  themselves  of  that  j 


in  brmgiiiff  those  sobiectB  forward.  He 
proposed  toen,  on  Friaay  in  tlie  next  weefc^ 
to  caU  the  attention  or  parliament  to  a 
most  ittportont  topic^--that  which  stood 
next  in  importooee  to  the  tranqufiHity  Of 
the  eoontry^-he  alluded  to  the  distress 
oxistiog  ttnoBfst  the  agricoiturists^  with 
the  imention  of  opening  to  the  House  the 
oiew  which  Ills  majMy's  mrotsters  took  of 
that  Question,  and  ahN>  the  nature  of  the 
remeay  which  appeared  to  them  to  bo  the 
proper  to  meet  the  difficulty.  A 
anxwas  end,  lie  could  assure  the 
House,  a  very  laborious  consideration  had 
been  given  to  this  question.  He  next 
begged  leave  to  state  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  not,  beyond  the  beginning  of  the 
ensuing  weeky  ^when  he  w^d  introduce 
a  bin  for  repeolrog  and  altering  the  exist- 
Ing  bill  relative  to  the  superannoation  of 
officers,)  delay  statlnff  to  the  House  the 
Batore  and  extent  of  the  retrenchments 
proposed  to  be  made  in  the  dl^ent  pub« 
be  offices.  He  would  connect  with  that 
itateinent  a  view  of  the  retrenchments 
that  hod  been  made  in  other  bl'anchas  of 
the  poArtic  service,  porticulaHy  in  the  no*' 
vol-  ond  military  departmetits ;  and  he 
would  ptft  the  House  in  possession  of  a 
general  statement  of  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure, as  6ur  OS  it  coold  be  mode  up. 
Having  said  thus  much,  it  would  be  evi- 
dently  seen  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  ntinmtett  to  sleep  on  thenr  post,  in  bring- 
ing those  great  questionsbeforepoHioment, 
in  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  be 
odvantogoously  dhiptMed  of.  He  was  per- 
foctly  prepared  mat  the  House  should 
look  oerupulously  and  anxiously  hito  the 
whole  eonduct  ofgov^omnient  i  but,  ttiough 
bo  bid  every  reason  to  belkve  thoci^  on  ln» 


qdlry,  miobters  wouM  bd  fisbhd  .to  fanv^ 
given  their  best  coniideraftion  to  the  m* 
sent  state  of  the  country,  still  it  would  bo 
presuknption  in  him  to  suppose  that  the 
remesBes  which  they  wouM  propose  whw^ 
not  capable  of  improvement.  However 
gentiemen  ndght  differ  in  opinion.fnom  his 
msjetfky's  government,  ho  believed  all 
would  feel  convinced^  from  the  ex^ono* 
tion  which  they  woukl  be  enid^d  to  give^ 
that  they  hod  api^ed  their  most  serious 
consideration  to  the  state  of  the  couatry> 
in  the  way  they  bad  been  enjoined  by  par* 
liament  to  pursue^  and  thM  no  pains  had 
been  spared  by  thorn  to  go  to  the  bottoOi 
of  those  great  questmns,  in  order  to  arrivid 
at  that  conclosion  which  was  best  oidmM 
lated  to  assist,  die  country^  by  the  adop^ 
tion  of  such  retrendiments  as  ^cirouraston* 
ces  would  admit.^  It  was  on  these  grounds 
diet  he  would  be  prepared  to  argue  the 
question  of  economy  and  rotrenchttlaot 
when  it  wbb  regulariy  introduood  |  ondA 
therefore,  he  oonceifod  the  Houte^wouM 
dowel!  to  proceed,  aocordiuff  to  the  ostab* 
bhod  practice  Of  poriialnenty  by  ogreeinj^ 
to  aa  address  whidh  pledged  it  to  a  speou 
fie  lino  of  conduct  m  futore,  instead  of 
postponing  the  consideration  of  his  mi^^ 
ty's  Speech  from  the  dirone. 

Mr.  HutckiMon  said,  that  if  the  lioUo 
lord,  in  the  address  which  he  and  Us  coU 
leageos  were  anxious  to  lay  befbre  the 
throne,  meant  to  pledge  the  House  to  the 
adoption  of  severe  measures  for  the  pro^ 
tection  of  persoos  and  property  in  Ii^landi 
he,  for  one,  would  give  it  his  decided 
negative.  If  the  noble  lord  and  his  txA^ 
leagues  meant  to  assert  that  the  law,  as  ft 
now  stood  in  irdood,  was  not  sufficlenily 
strong  fbr  that  purpose,  they  stated  that 
which  was  not  the  fact.  He  should  de^ 
cetve  the  House,  and  betray  his  doty  to  the 
^untry,  if  he  soared  k  to  go  abroad,  thai 
In  agreeing  to  thoaddrassthatnftfht,herfri 
oognioed  the  necessity  of  enacting  severe 
measures  with  retpect  to  Irdand.  He  waa 
ready  to  do  no  such  thing.  SuohmeoauiM, 
in  his  opiolon,  eould  not  produto  good. 
He  was  sure  that  they  would  not  restore 
peace  or  security  bevond  the  peace  of  the 
passing  moment.  He  would  not  state  the 
feelings  which  seised  hold  of  his  mind 
when  he  reflected  on  the  situotloo  of  his 
native  land  i  hot  be  wouM  remind  the  no« 
ble  marqols,  that  he  had,  almost  ntneteen 
years  ego,  ki  his  place  in  that  House, 
called  on  him  and  on  his  fm^Jes^'s  rnbls^ 
ten  to  take  into  immediate  ooosideratton 
tlie  slate  and  conditkm  of  the  people  of 
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Irdtnd.    The  Union  watctnied»  on  .die 
•oppoiition  that  snoh  an  inquirjr  would 
take   place»   and   that   their  grieTinoea 
would  be  ledressed.    The  j  wt^  told»  that 
the  parliament  of  Irehind  had  overlooked 
that  momeotout  snbjecty  but  that  in  the 
United  pariiament  it  would  be  fully  dis- 
cussed.   In  ISOSy  when  that  which  was 
call^  Emmet's  rebellion  broke  out,  he 
remioded  the  noble  marquis  of  that  pro* 
mise.    He  impressed  on  him  the  necessity 
of  making  the  discussion  of  questions  cob* 
nected  with  the  welftire  of  Ireland  fiuhion* 
Me  in  the  cabinet  of  England ;  and,  when 
that  object  was  effiscted,  he  wished  some 
IHcndl?  and  conciliatory  measure  to  be 
^kvised   for  the  purpose  of  ameUoratiBg 
the  situation  of  the  people.    He  wa^  de* 
airous  that  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
Irish  people  should  be  fully  investigated, 
and  he  pointed  out  the  benefits  which 
audi  an  bvestigation  would  produce :  but, 
from  that  titne  to  the  present,  the  sute  of 
Ireland  had  not  been  considered,  nor  had 
the  situation  of  that  country  been  brought 
before  the  cabinet,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  devising  severe  and  restrictive  laws. 
The  colleagues  of  the  noUe  nuu*quis  had 
resbted  the  concession  of  that  great  ques- 
tion. Catholic  emancipation,  the  prospect 
of  .(Staining  which  had  greatly  tended  to 
the.suocess  of  the  Union.    He  knew  not 
what  measures  the  noble  marquis  and  his 
colleagues  had  in  contemplation;  but  this 
he  would  say,  that,  if  they  meant  to  do 
their  duty  to  Ireland  and  to  the  empire,  it 
could  not  be  by  bringins  forward  severe 
restrictive  measures  for  we  protection  of 
persons  and  propertj.   Jf  they  meant  to 
take  a  wise  and  efficient  course,  they  must 
probe  the  situation  of  that  country  to  the 
very  bottom.    It  was  most  true,  as  the 
hon.  baronet  had  observed,  that  the  tithe 
system  was  one  great  evil;  and  he  might 
sidd,  that  the  non«residence  of  the  gentry 
was  another.    He  was  aware   tbSt  the 
whole  question  was  a  dificidt  one,  and 
that  it  would,  coosequentljr,  be  difficult  to 
devise  a  remedy  for  the  diftrent  evils  by 
which  Ireland  was  afflicted.    But  if  it 
were  duly  examined,  it  would  be  found 
that  an  enactment  of  penal  statutes  was 
not  the  way  to  render  Ireland  a  happy 
and  contented  portion  of  the  empire.    In 
another  part  of  the  Speech  from  the  throne, 
he   understood   it  to  congratulate   the 
country  on  the  increase  of  the  revenue, 
the  flourishing  state  of  our  manufieiotures 
and  commerce,  and  the  profound  tran- 
quillity which  prevailed  in  Europe,  and 
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which  was  «MwSed,  exeepi  by  an  i|ipre^ 
hended  diffisrsoce  between  Russia  and  tha 
Ottonum  Porte,  which  had  happily  been 
remofod  b^  the  exertions  of  bis  oMyesty 
and  his  allies.    Now,  if  he  were  correct  in 
believing  that  this  latter  point  was  con- 
tained  in  the  Speech,  then  he  would  say 
that  there  never  wasaspeech  which  more 
completely  deceived  the  einpire  and  tha 
world.    He  admitted,  with  tne  hon«  gen- 
tleman who  seconded  the  address,  that 
there>was  no  country  in  the  world  which 
boasted  a  happier  constitution,  or  possessed 
greater  blessings,  than  Enghmd,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  that  all  her  efforu  ought 
to  he  exerted  towards  establishing  the  hap- 
piness of  other  states:  but,  did  Uie  noble 
marquis  mean  to  tell  the  House  and  the 
country,  because  he  had  heea  able  to 
mreserve  peace  between   Russia  and  the 
Porte,  that  therefore  perfect  tffanauillity»  - 
unalloyed  by  discontent  or  dissatistaction, 
reigned  throughout  Europe  ?    If  he  did, 
he  deceived  himself,  the  House,  and  the 
country.    Europe  never  was  in  a  more 
perilous  state;  and  if  the  noble  marquia 
■new  any  thing  about  foreign  affiiirs,  he 
must  be  wdl  aware  of  the  fiict.    He  hopedt 
when  the  noble  marquis  came  to  discuss 
the  question  of  our  fore^  policy,  that  be 
would  he  prepared  to  show  what  he  had 
done  to  support  the  high  character  of 
Great  Britam  on  the  continenL    What, 
he  would  ask,  had  the  noUe  narouis  and 
his  colleagues  done  to  uphold  Uie  lofty 
and  independent  character  of  this  country 
abroad  ?    Had  they  assisted  the  effi>rts  of 
liberty  agamst  the  assaults  of  oppression 
and  cruelty?    He  hoped  they  had.    But 
if  they  had  indeed  pursued  that  course, 
he  was  ignorant  of  it.    He  trusted  it 
would  not  appear,  in  the  end,  that,  for 
the  purpose  of  answering  some  interested 
views,  tne  noble  marquis  and  his  majesty's 
allies  on  the  continent  had  done  their 
utmost  to  continue  tyranny  and  oppressieoy    • 
and  had/lent  their  best  support  to  the  ua« 
holy  cause  of  slaverv  and  injustice* 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  observed, 
thattheaddrM  did  not  pledge  toe  House  to 
support  any  new  penal  laws  with  reference 
to  Irebmd.  When  the  subject  was  before 
them,  gentleeoen  would  dispose  of  it  aa 
they  thought  fit.  He  should  be  enabled 
to*morrow  to  lay  cm  the  table  certain  dis» 
patches  from  the  marquis  Wellesley,  which 
contained  a  ^atement  of  the  present  situ-  ' 
ation  of  Ireland.  He  wished  those  des- 
patches to  be  in  the  possession  of  members 
befoce  be  called  tbeftllenlien  of  the  House 
to  this  subject. 
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t  Sir  Jm  hfcwport  tSnl»  be  would  ^oi  op* 
pose  the  addrefs,  ais  lie  uodeiHood  tbftfc  on 
Tbunday  the  state  of  Ireland  woold  be 
regoiaHy  brought  befi»re  the  Houae.  It 
would  then  be  matter  for  coiisideeationi 
whMher  any  farther  meaanres  were  neoea- 
iary  for  the  purpose  of  streogthening  the 
laws ;  and  alao,  whetheTy  if  reatriothre  aeta 
were  resorted  to»  they  ouaht  not  to  beao- 
companted  by  others  of  a  healing  and  eon* 
dlitttory  nature.  He  could  not  give  his 
Qonaent  to  any  resCrictiTe  measure^  unless 
it  waa  accompanied  by  a  measure  of  con* 
dliation.  His  optmon,  he  was  aware, 
wooM  not  carry  muchweight  with  it;  bnt 
haTiag  for  twedly  aesaieas  watdied  orer 
the  interests  of  Ireland,. he  could  not  let 
tbe  present  occasion  pass  without  maidng 
this  obserratioo* 

Mn  Braugkam  said,  that  he,  for  one,  if 
it  had  seemed  good  to  the  House,  instead 
of  putting  off  for  an  indefinite  period,  or 
even  to  the  time  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  referr^  them,  the  consideration  of 
the  nnmcampled  distress^ which  weigl)ed 
down  the  agricultural  interest,  could  have 
wished  this,  the  first  ni^ht  of  the  session, 
not  to  pass  widiout  their  attention  being 
directlv  pointed  to  it.  He  fdt  more  par- 
ticulmy  anxloua  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  ddtverh^  his  sentimenia  on  this  sub- 
ject,- because^  from  aoddebtal  oircumstan- 
oes»  be  bad  been  prevenfeed  on  former  oo- 
i^asions  from  taking  a  part  in  the  discos- 
aion  of  one  of  the  measures— be  meant  the 
resumption  of  cash  pajrmenca— to  whidi, 
in  his  ommoug  much— be  would  not  say 
Ibe  whole— but  a  very  Uvse  proportion  of 
the. present  distress  miffht  be  ascribed. 
He  would,  however,  yield  to  what  he  took 
to  be  the  sense  of  the  House;  namehr, 
that  they  should  not  that  night  go  into  tbe 
discussion  of  thb  sukject ;  and  he  would 
merve  himsdf  for  another  <q>portunity, 
when  he  might  fully  state  his  sentiments. 
He  did  not  mean  to  wait  for  the  period 
which  the  noble  lord  had  stated,  beaiuse 
he  did  not  understand  the  purport  of  his 
Intended  proposition,  nor  did  he  very 
clearly  collect  the  thne  when  it  would  be 
brought  forward.  He  would»  therefore, 
to-morrow,  on  the  bringing  up  of  the  re- 
pert,  submit  to  the  House  an  amendment, 
toudhing  the  pnsent  distressed  state  of 
the  coomry,  and  that  which,  he  woidd 
take  leave  to  say,  could  afford  the  only 
elBNstual  relief.  Hewas  confident,  whetfier 
herqarded  the  nature  of  theev9  or  ita 
causes,  that  the  only  specific  remedy  for 
ill  in  the  present  state  of  the  country. 


after  they  had  resorted  to  cash  pavmenta^ 
waste  be  found  in  a  reduction  of  taxes ; 
and  a  reduction  to  such  an  amount,  as 
would  not  merely  show  the  people  their 
good-will  towards  retrenchment,  but 
would  deasoostrste,  that  they  meant  to  use 
that  power  which  they  unquestionably 
possessed  in  devising  such  measures  as 
woidd,  as  far  as  possible,  relieve  the  exis^ 
ing  distress.  .  He  could  have  wished  thai 
the  House  had  not  separated  that  niffbt 
without  ^ing  at  least  some  general  pledge 
of  their  mtention  to  enter  into  this  inquiiy 
—without  carr3ring  up  to  the  throne,  in 
answer  to  the  Speedi,  a  declaration  that 
they  would  lose  no  time  in  mvestigating 
every  retrenchment  that  could  be  made  in 
the  expenditurii  of  the  country— not  with 
a  view  to  the  increase  of  the  sinkiog-fojid 
by  a  mfllion,  or  a  million  and  a  half;  but 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  it  alto- 

Eher.  Not  to  support  that  popular  de- 
loo— that  arithmetical  error— under 
wUch  the  country  had  so  long  laboured^ 
but  still  forther  to  reduce  that  sinking  fund^ 
until  the  finances  of  the  st0te  was  able  to 
bear  it;  meaning  by  the  finances  of  the 
state  the  private  income  of  individuals, 
which  was  the  only  legitimate  source  of 
taxation.  When  that  period  arrived,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  pay  it  in  the  only 
way  in  which  it  could  be  paid,  by  the 
amount  of  dear  surplus  revenue  over  tbe 
aanuai  expenditure.  But  no  intention 
existed  to  give  sudi  a  pledge ;  and,  though- 
he  might  lament  the  circumstance,  he 
could  not  prevent  it.  In  order,  however, 
to  satisfy  nimself,  he  would  to-morrow,- 
on  the  report  bdng  brought  tjqp,  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  he  looked 
upon  as  the  source  of  the  misdiief,  and 
as  the  only  feasible  and  efficient  remedy. 
He,  ait  the  same  time,  entreated  the  House 
not  to  separate  with  the  impression  (and^* 
in  justice  to  his  opinion,  it  wai  necessary 
for  him  to  notice  the  point  particularly) 
that  he  codd  point  out  any  perfect  reme- 
dy. When  he  spoke  of  a  reduotion  of 
taxation  as  the  only  remedy,  he  did  not 
mean  to  assert  that  any  thii^  which  could 
be  dime  in  that  way  would  prove  a  cont- 
plete  and  efiactud  remedv,  such  a  remedy 
as  wodd  remove  thewbde  distress.  He 
was  not  vinonary  enough  to  suppose  any 
thmg  of  that  kind.  Because  he  thought 
the  changes  that  had  been  made  in  the 
curreucy«-the  various  dterations  which 
had  been  dfected  from  1797,  downwards,, 
until  the  last,  when  a  metdlic  currency 
was  restored,  wodd  still  be  foundi  after 
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aN  the  t«$ef  whkh  »  reduction  of  taxes 
couki  aflbrd,  to  leave  bebind  vast  fiatiOaal' 
diftresfly  and  to  derange  all  the  relations 
of  the  couiai7>  in  a  manner  wbidi  he 
would  fhin  hope  those  who  brought  soeh 
measures  forward  did  not  foresee.  He 
had  pointed  out  the  probable  eflbcts  of  the 
system,  bat  he  coold  now  speak  with  the 
grave  auihoritv  of  experi^noey  which  had 
taught  them,  that  the  effactsof  the  system 
bad  been  roost  rutiM>us. 

Mr.  Hume  sdid,  that»  in  order  to  satisfy 
thosQ  gentlemen  who  wished  for  a  pledge 
on  the  subjedt  of  retrenchment,  he  was 
prepared  to  introduce  one*  The  proceed" 
ipgB  ia  that  House  ought  not  to  be  gvided 
by  any  .man  or  any  set  of  men.  All  oeght 
to  look  to  the  distresses  of  the  countryi 
to  the  causes  whfch  led  to  them,  and  to 
the  best  mode  by  which  effiaotual  relief 
could  be  provided.  He  was  anxious  that 
the  motion  pf  the  hon.  baronet  shocrid  be 
carried ;  but  if  it  were  negatived,  he  would 
immediately  submit  to  the  House  an 
asaendment  to  the  addrcus,  and  his  reasons 
for  proposing  It.  That  amendment  would 
constitute  a  pledge,  which,  he  was  sore, 
would  be  carried  unanimous^,  if  the 
Bouse  entertained  asincese  desire  to  adopt 
fiO  effectual  system  of  retrenchment. 

The  House  then  divided  on  Sir  Francis 
Burdett's  amcsndmeut :  For  the  amendment 
58.  Against  it  186.  Majority  l^di  YfheD 
straagers  were  re-admitted  to  the  galleiy, 
we  found 

Mr.  lfiem«  upon  his  legs.  Restated  that 
the  House  was  to  consider  that  the  ^)eeoh. 
and  the  Address  were  both  the  production 
of  his  majesty's  ministers ;  if  tl»y  were 
not,  he  eallea  upon  the  gentlemen  o^ 
posite  to  deny  the  sutement.  If  the  hon. 
mover  and  seconder  could,  let  them  state 
that  they  did  not  receive  the  Address,  and 
move  verBoHm  what  thejr  did  receive  i^om 
b(s  majesty's  mkisters;  if,  dierefore,  mi- 
nisters had  iri'ltten  the  Address  and  also 
written  the  Speech  ftom  the. throne,  could 
there  be  a  ereater  force  than  that  ministers 
should  both  ipdate  the  Speeeh  and  the 
answer  to  it  themAslves,  putting  into  his 
majesty's  moi^th  one  set  of  words,  and  into 
the  mouths  of  the  two  gentlemen  bmosite 
another  set  o9  words  [hear,  hearl  r  This 
was  the  practice  which  had  prevaned  for  a 
oonsidevable  tiose,  but  it  vrasnot  the  less 
ridiculous  on'  that  account.  He  was 
anxious  that  those  gentlemen  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  opposing  whatever  mea- 
sures seemed  to  trench  on  the  liberties 
and  rights  of  the  sul)^ject|  would  now. 
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that  tiie  outcry  of  distress  called  upon 
them  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  have* 
taken  up  the  simject,  and  have  proposed 
semethiog  better  than  any  thing  which' 
couM  orignnite  with  bun  on  the  present 
occasion.    He  begged,  therefore,  to  be* 
UBcterstood,  that  it  was  only  in  defoult  of 
aw  pledge  bdng  cdled  for  by  others  for 
rdiieving  the  puUpc  distress,  that  it  became 
bis  duty  to  move  an  amendment  to  the- 
Address.    Before  he  submitted  the  amend- 
ment, he  would  frankly  state,  that  to  wimt 
had  fhllmi  from  the  mover  €i  the  Address 
he  had  no  (Ejection  to  make:  he  had  per- 
formed theletter  of  his  instroctionsstricdv ; 
he  hid  followed  sentence  by  sentence  the 
substance  of  the  Speech,  and  dosdy  assi- 
nylftted  to  it  every  part  of  his  ansufer  a 
he  was  very  prudent  m  the  lifeie  he  took, 
and  did  not  transffreiis  those  lioHta  which 
he  knew  it  was  cwngoous  to  go  beyond. 
¥^tb  rosppct  to  the  other  ffenueman,  he 
oeuldnotsaysom«cb.    If  he  had  adhered 
to  the  whole  of  his  instractions,  they  had 
certainly  gone  out  of  that  course  which 
policy  and  prudence  would  have  dictated. 
Tlie  worthy  baronet  had  well  observed, 
that  die  seconder  of  the  Address  had  con- 
tradicted himself  when  he  touched  upon 
the  subject  of  loyeMy,  and  spoke  of  tfae^ 
foithfoi  affection  of  the   peof^e  ^o  the 
8<nwrelgn,  yet,  in  idmost  the  same  sen- 
tence, asserted,  that  there  was  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  disaffected  persons, 
who  Were  doMrous  to  puH  down  die  throne, 
and,  alonp  with  It,  the  nstitutions  of  the 
country.    There  had  been,  indeed,  tymp^ 
toms  of  disaffKStion  in  the  country  some 
time  ago^  hot  he  (Mr.  H.)  denied  that  ft 
was    the   disaffection  of  disloyalty :  *  It 
arose  merely  from  distress,  from  the  state 
of  starvation  in  which  Such  crowds  of  ma- 
nufoctnrers  found  themselves,  who  were- 
then  throwi^  out  of  employment ;  he  would 
ask,  if  it  could  be  expected  that  starving 
miilioap  were  to  die  without  remonstranoe, 
or  effi>rt  to  obtain  relief?    He  was  sorry 
tiiat  coercion  had  been  made  use  of,  as  if 
coercion  could  ever  deliver  the  country 
from  such  a  calamity :  he  thought  the 
harsh  and  precipitate  six  acts,  instead  of 
saving  the  coontry,  had  disgraced  that 
House  [hear^heer!}.    He  l^^gged  ^- 
don  if  be  used  a  word  too  strong,  iHit 
diey  certainly  had  that  tendency.^    The 
hon*  members  who  voted  for  these  six  acts 
would  haM  done  well  to  have  placed  them- 
selves in  the  situation  of  the  hungry  and 
naked  individuals  who  were  calling  to  them' 
for  rdief,  and  then  they  would  not,  when 
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.tbeytakei  for  breiid,;iMl¥e  giventhema 
.  iM>oe.  Wben  tboy  called  tathem  f<^  sus- 
tC9i#iicey  tbey  should  have  deviled  some 
Ql^ans  of  obtamiag  for  them  a  livelihood 
iMilKoad  of  answeriag  their  complaioU  by 
ooerdoD  and  punishmeiH, 

With  ftespect  to  the  observations  in 
which  the  hoo.  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
il^4dre«a  had  indalged,  on  die  subject  of 
oi^  foreigo  relatioos,  those  observations 
ha4  been  so  ably  anmered  by  the  hon. 
baronet  and  the  hon.  gentleman  near  him, 
that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to 
trpuble  the  Hioose  with  a  word  on  the  sob- 
jept*  In  the  coD^ratolations  of  the  hbo. 
gentleoien  oppositei  on  what  they  were 
frieased  to  call. the  floarishmg  condition 
oC  our  commerce,  they  had  carefully  how- 
ever abstained  from  taking  any  notice  of 
tb^  state  of  our  cdonies*  He  would  call 
on  any  West  India  proprietors  present  to 
aq^wer,  whether  the  state  of  those  colo- 
nies affiwded  any  .just .  ground  for-congra- 
talatjon.  It  was  deeply  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  House  sbouU  lMstil;|f  congratuhite 
his  majesty  on  the  flourishing  condition 
of,  our  oommeree,  when  the  coloniea  were 
in, the  state  in  which  all  who  were  ac- 
^tuainted  with  them  knew  they  were.  The 
great  importance  of  this  sobtect  would 
•be  evident,  when  it  was  considered,  that 
in  one.  West  India  colony  alooe,  above 
tisXy  millions  of  capital  were,  by  the 
staiemenU  of  those  interested,  at  stake. 
But  he  would  not  dwell  on  this  subject, 
be  had  merely  adverted  to  it,  to  show 
thi^  the  House  would  not  be  warranted  in 
the  congratulations  which  they  were  called 
uppn  to  o&r  to  the  Crown  relative  theieto. 
He  was  confident  that  inquiry  would  prove 
thaft.  evtty  department  of  our  commeice 
was  mu(Mi  depressed  by  the  excessive 
cb^tges  upon  it.  Reverting  to  the  sub- 
ject of  our  foreign  relations,  he  trusted 
.that  he  should  be  able,  whenever  the  ques- 
tion should  c^uooe  under  the  oonrideration 
of  the  Hoijise,  to  submit.such  arguments 
aa  would  undenUbly  show,  that  the.  con^ 
shict  of  the  Bnti^  government  had  been 
most  disgrooeful  as  Christians^  and  most 
iiborainable  At  men,  ia  supporting '  the 
Turks  against  the;  Greeks  as  th^  liad 
doiie,  and  which  the  conduct  of  sir  Thomas 
Abkhmdjfin  the  Ionian. Islands  and  our 
consul  at  Patras  would  prove— [hear, 
JiearU]  j 

To  return,  hoirever,  to  the  "Speech  which 
had  that  evening  been  delivered  from  the 
throne,  it  was.prpper.  to  advett.to  .that 
which  it  did  not  contain>  as  well  as  to  that 

VOL.  VI.  ; 


'whi6h  it  did:  he  could  not  i^frain  from 
obsehnng  that  this  was  the  first  time, 
since  the  establishment  of  the.  English 
Monarchy,  at  which,  on  such  an  oceasioa, 
the  death  of  the  first  subject  of  the  realm 
which  had  taken  place  since  this  House 
last  separated,  had  been  wholly  un^ 
noticed.  It  was  as  if  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters had  determined  to  carry  on  by  neg- 
lect their  persecution  and  insult,  even 
after  death.  Such  conduct  was  highly 
disgraceful  to  ministers ;  it  was  disgrace- 
ful to  the  throne,  if  the  throne  could  be 
disgraced  by  the  acts  of  ministers.  Mt- 
nistecs  had  thus,  in  an  unexampled  mari* 
ner,  carried  their  enmity  to  her  migesty 
b^ondtbe  grave.  Even  after  the  remains 
of  their  illustrious  victim  had  been  con- 
veyed from  -the  country,  they  consum- 
mated their  injustice  to  her,  by  the  omis- 
sion, of  which  they  had  in  the  present  in- 
stanoe  been  guilty.  This  was  a  subject 
which  he  had  now  only  slightly  mentioned ; 
the  time  was  coming  when  he  hoped  it 
would  meet  with  the  more  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  House ;  in  the  mean- 
while, however,  he  Celt  himself  called 
upon  to  declare,  that  no  ministers  of  this 
counti^  had  ever  been  guilty  of  »  similar 
act.  Thev  might  flatter  themselves  that 
they  would  receive  the  aanction  and  sup- 
port of  the  House  for  such  conduct ;  but 
ne  trusted  that  they  wouki  find  themselves 
disappointed^  At  any  rate  he  was  con- 
fident the  great  majority  of  the  nation 
blamed  them  for  their  conduct  towards 
the  Queen  both  before  and  after  death.— 
With  refcference  to  what  was  said  in  the 
Address,  of  the  hi^  station  which  this 
country  nmintained  among  the  nations  of 
the  world,  so  &r  was  her  situation  from 
being  a  matter  of  congratulation,  that  it 
must  actuaUjT  be  one  of  lest  and  ridicule 
to  eveiy  foreign  power  who  observed  the 
state  of  her  Income  and  Expenditure.  But 
beibre  he  entered  that  suoiect  be  would 
.observe  upon  that  passage  of  the  Addresa 
which  related  to  hi»  majesty's  recent  visit 
to  Ireland.  He  was  one  of  those  who- 
had  rejoiced  at  that  visit*  because  he  had 
hoped,  and  he  still  did  Impe,  that  the  re- 
.suk  would  prove  hiflbly  beneficial^  Hb 
had  hoped,  and  he  should  most  sineereijr 
rejoice  if  that  hope  should  turn  out  to  be 
.wellffi>unded,  that  is  majesty's  visit  to  Ire- 
•Jlknd  might  be  made  the  meant'of  healing 
.the  unfortunate  dissentiona  which  iiad  so 
long  existed  in  thst  country,  dissentiona 
whfeb  had  separated  man  from  man,  and 
which  perpetually  laid  the  seeds  of  that 
E 
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rfaottili^  and  ootn^  which,  ytar  after 
.  ]«ar,  disturbed  the  peace  of  thai  unhappy 
1  country.    He  did  trust,  that  by  the  entire 
'remoTal  of  those  dieabitities  under  which 
80  large  a  portion  of  the  population  of  Ire- 
land at  present  laboured  on  account  of 
religious  opinions,  the  evils  which  existed 
in  that  country  would  be  anateriaHy  di- 
minished, if  not  eotirelT  removed.     In- 
deed he  was  confident^  that,  from  the  mo- 
ment at  which  a  removal  of  those  civil 
•dissAiilitfes  should  tidcenlace,  unanimity 
would  be  restored ;  and  tnat,  in  addition  to 
tliat  advantage  the  expenditure  of  Eng* 
land  would  te  most  materiaUv  reduced ; 
lor  those  who  investigated  this  subject 
'  woold  find,  that,  at  the  present  moment, 
more  than  half  the  miiitary  expenditiire 
-of  this  countrir  for  its  home  protection 
•was  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  having 
•a  large  military  lorce  to  Iseep  down  thoee 
whom  a  long  continuation  of  misgevem- 
ment  in  Ireland  constantly  excited  to  dis- 
content and  insubordination.    He  owned, 
therefore,  that  he  did  expect  that  those 
who  boasted  of  the  advantages  of  bis  ma- 
'jesty's  visit  to  Ireland,  would  state  the 
nature  of  the  measures  which  thev  meant 
to  oropose  for  the  adoption  of  parliament, 
witn  a  view  to  heal  toe  bleeding  wounds 
•of  that  country,  aad  thereby  to  warrant 
mi  extensive  reduction  ef  the  natimial 
expeoditurer  by  withdrawing  the   large 
militaiy  force,  the  emoloyment  of  which 
circumstances  now  renoered  unfoetunately 
necessary.  WhHe  on  this  subject  he  would 
-just  obseffve,  that  the  eftcts  of  the  policy 
which  had  been  pursued  in  Ireland  had 
manifirsted  themselves  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  in  the  revenue  of  that  country. 
T^  disturbed  state  of  the  country  occa- 
aiohed  a  verj  large  locrease  of  military 
•expenso-toeinbrce  peace,  whilst  there- 
venue  waa  al  the  same  time  decreased. 
Themisgovemmentofthat  ill4ated  coun- 
trir produced  a  deficiency  of  revenue  to 
•this  country  ^and  occasioned  accumulated 
nuseries  to  the  people  of  Ireland.    If  boo. 
^ntlemen  would  look  at  the  annual  finance 
faccouDta  laid   before   parliament,    they 
•would  find  that  the  revenue  of  Ireland 
had  fallen  above  a  million  since  1818. 
The  revenue  of  Ireland  for  the  year  1817 
was   5,822,55(A;   for   the    year    1818, 
5,956,606/.;  for  the  year  1819, 5,576,59R 
wd  for  the  year  1820,  only  4,933,851/.; 
•o  that  it  was  evident  the  revenue  had 
faUen  above  a  million  since  1818.    They 
were  now  told,  however,  that  there  was 
w  improvement  in  that  revenue  for  last 
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of  409yM».  No  itibfe  Improve- 
ment,  however  could  be  expected  to  llie 
distresses  or  to  the  finances  ofldhe  country 
while  ministers  pursued  their  present  tem- 
porising andabsufd  policy ;  of  which  no 
stronger  instance  could  possibly  be  sif- 
forded  than  the  proportion  wmdithey 
had  yesterday  made  in  their  conference 
with  the  directors  of  Uie  Banlc  of  a  foan 
of  five  millions  to  theagricttltaral  knereat 
[hear,  hear!].  It  was  well  known  to 
every  person  in  the  country,  eimept,  as 
appeared  bjr  their  pioccedings,  to  his  mm- 
jesty'a  mmtsters,  that  there  was  no  want 


of  capital  in  the  country"  every 
had  more  mosey  than  thejr  coaid  lend  on 
good  security.  It  was  the  seomity  ttat 
was  wanted,  and  the  distresses  of  ttm 
people,  in  every  class,  were  gradually  re- 
docmff  the  means  of  giving  security.  The 
least  Umt  could  be  expected  from  then, 
while  diev  boasled^f  the  AourkAiilig  «Mi- 
dition  of  the  oouotry,  was,  thai  ^ley 
should  adopt  measures  which  might  have 
a  tendency  to  place  the  finances  on  a  sUfble 
footing. 

After  wimt  had  pasMd  last  seaiion,  and 
after  thereoommendaitiontotheHouseof 
Commons  in  the  Speech'  nvm  the  tlnime, 
they  werebottiyl  to  take  an  early  Opport*- 
nitv  of  examining  the  state  of  the  revenue 
and  of  tlie  pabhc  aocomits,  in  order  to 
place  thefiaances  of  the  country  on  a  foot- 
ing which  might  iupport  the  commanding 
situation  whidi  Great  Britain  held  among 
the  nations  of  Europe,  he  expected  that 
his  majesty's  ministers  would  make  some 
expliat  statement  of  their  intentions  on 
the  subject.  What  the  commanding  state 
of  England  might  be  in  political  dlscmona 
in  Europe,  he  cotlld  not  state:  But. 
what  the  <<  commanding  situation'*  of 
the  country  was,  in  point  of  revetlUo,  he 
could  very  distinctly  show  the  House  from 
the  accounts  on  die  table*  The  mainte- 
nance of  the  fMic  credit,  bv  lecuring  the 
payment  of'  the  pobHo  cttvidends,  was 
stronffly  recommended  by  his  majesQr; 
but  if  the  House  examined  the  accounts 
they  would  find  that^  the .  Consolidated 
Fund  was  above  nine  millions  in  arrear; 
and  therefore  that  if  the  Bank  of  England 
refused  to  make  advances  to  go>vemmerit 
die  public  creditor  coidd  not  be  paid. 
[He^r,  hear.l  And  here  he  must  observe^ 
that  every  hon.  member,  on  whiebever 
side  of  the  House  he  est,  must  lament  to 
see  theooniplexstateofthe  public  aecouots. 
It  was  however,  a  curious,  aad  at  the  same 
time  a  correct  atatement|  that  ina  couotrjr 
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and  under  lbs  i 


jskaaliM'' 
guidaiioa  of  cuoh  *«  able 
ministers''  the  people  could  oet»  amidst 
tbe  iptricac^  and  lOTolutiea  of  the  pablic 
accounts^  distiii|QiBb  the  real  siluaiioa  of 
tbe  fisances  with  accuracy;  while*  in 
£aiBoe  or  in  America*  every  thing  was. 
diitinctft  and  plaecd  under  the  simple  bead 
of  debtor  and  creditor,  with  abalaneefor 
or  against  the  public  He  was  eitremely 
anaieus  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe  House 
ti>a  aabject  of  vital  importaoce*  as  connee^ 
ted  wiOi  the  roTenue ;  a  sidij^t  which,  if 
rightly  understoodt  would  enable  bis  na^es^ 


t^'smhistofsto  make  mudKgroaler  reduc*r 
tmns  of  ezpence  ihan  they  had  hitherto 
been  able  to  effect*    He  bad  Uken  the 
trouble  to  make  out  three  Sta*ea>ents  with 
reference  to  the  national  income  and  ex- 
penditure from  which  he  was  about  to^ 
quote;  and  m  order  to  enable  the  noblo- 
marquis  and   the   right  bofi.  gentlemen- 
opposite  to  follow  htm,  he  ifould  hand, 
over  to  them  copies  of  that  statement  [a; 
laugh]*    He  regretted  that  he  was  noti 
able  to  give  a  copy  to  every  lion,  member- 
present.    [Here  Mr.  Hume  handed  two 
copies  of  a  printed  statement^  of  figifres, 


'  Ifo.  L^-Mr.  Hnae*!  STATtMmf  of  the  Actual  Expswdititrk  •Ctke  UNiTEDKtuoDoir,  for  tira  1 
Tflnrt«rfiiig«hc5lboriM.  ISSl,  i>  UImh  fhw  Uw  Aanvil  Fjmmmiw  AoiwH  itid  hdsxt  PmiiSMrt. 


HEADS  OP  BXPBNDITURB. 

t.    iBtoretloB  OisPflraunMat  DobtoT  tiMlTniled 

««i*»»i 

i%m9i^t  mi  Hiiiiyi  ^..».«. «.. 

ForSadoeiiosorUMNaUoiuaDebl  ..«...„« 


',  tod  f  riib  Tr«uiil7  Bnis 


i?«TAt.oa«QCQaatorV«BMftadUsr«BdodI>BM 
Iff  i'^^T^  liitt  of  Englaiid 


It  oTSeotlttd 

Total  oT  Civil  Lirti  U  tlw  Uaitod  Kbgilow . 


rComli of Joitioe    (EngltBd)., 


,y  1  Ro jal  Fkuulj  and  other  PemioM 
'^ASaltrieftandAlloimiioae  . 


/BoeoUefl 
^MifodhuMom 


•.••••*••.••.«•...•.•••••»••.«.••• 


ToTAi.  Other  Charges  oo  Uie  Couolidaled  Fond 

V.    BtnwiieBt  ChM^ee  is  IrohMkl ^..•. 

/  BounUet  to  Piaheriee,  Manafaetaret,  &c. .. 
TU.^PeMNMionfieiedUaryBetenoe|  ^|^,;,.  . 


CMiHtiaaod  Deterleri'  WarnuiU . 
Pijmenta  oot  of  Ihe  Gtom  Revenue 


(nary  Wagat,  Sec.  ...... 

yiU.-{GeaBral  Serrkea 

(^VietMlliBg  DepartflMBt 


!....«•.•..•      %f 


>....••.*•.•• .«•••.••••< 


Tortxp  Na?y 


eadiag  Vtar  c»dii«  T< 


Tear 
Jan.  Sth. 
1818. 


29,166.065  iM73.63a   S9,TSr..6a9 


284,589 
U.657,659 


1,815,927 


4^924.160 


1,028.000 
162,169 
120,646 


1.321.8151 


tX|  Araj  OrdiMTj  Serf loei  .•.,.., 
iArnqf  EitiraordiBary  Serrioea  . 


Xex^  Anay  sad  QyJswos,..,„,..tM»of..ftt.** 


Jan.  5tii. 
1819. 


277»696 
15,497,402 


46,849,153 


r«ar  CBding 

Jan.  5th. 

1820. 


274,395 
16.455,967 


44,106,233  44.646.739  46,46r,999 '  47,09O,92«f 


2,200,414        779,992     l,ai>32e 


47,247  991 

BaaBBs 


Tear  enSlin 
Jan.  5ill. 

1821.    * 


29426,974 

276,419 

17,667.536 


48,920.148 

BBaiiafi 


],O28|0OO 
908,167 
129,627 


1,365,7941 


983,0001  857.780 
198^056  204,231 
129,9881   132,081' 


1,311,0441  1.194,092 


64.542 
15,060 

447,638 

62,920 

3,841 

133,270 


727.211 


e7,s 

15.0 

457,6781 
60,158' 
29,676 

135,l3o 


63.157 
15,000 

472.234 

58.755 

6,541 

372,833 


765,614   988  520 


65.138 
13,800 

327.066 

56i,948 

2,849 

224,897 


690.698 


385,282   374.297   S69J099       381,504 


330.046 
14.000 
13.708 
93,658 


451.404 


387.111 
14,0mi 
13,700 
68,660 


483,471 


313,933 
14,000 
13.700 
47^34 


389.167 


359.213 
14.000 
13.700 
51,426 


438.339 


2324,0001  2,424.800 
2,793386  2,696.798 
1,155,476     1,400.116 


6,473.062 


2.281.000 
2.949,728 
1,1649824 


6^521.714>    6,395,552 


3,454.000 
1,801.086 


6387,799 


1,435,401 
7,014,494 


1,407307 
7355.646 


230e;370     1,261,398 


'  11.050>265!    9.924.851 


1338.2091  1,401385 
7,719.9«4  7,941313 
1,730,727        984,911 


10,988,8601  10,328,00^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

to  the  Treasury  Bench,  which  occarioned 
considerable  merriment  in  the  House]. 
It  appeared — and  he  was  merely  quoting 
A'om  those  tables  which  had  been  extracted 
ih>m  the  public  annual  Finance  Aocounts 
laid  before  parliament— >that  the  totid  ex- 
penditure (exclusive  of  the  Sinking 
Fund)  was,  for  the  year  1817,  58,544, 
049/.;  for  the  year  1818,  57372,428/.; 
Ibr  the  year  1819,  57,392,544/.;  and  for 
the  year  1820,  57*476,755/. ;  and  that  the 
total  expenditure,  including  the  Siokiog 
Fiind,  was,  for  the  year  1817, 78,062,840/.; 
ftr  the  year  1818,  78,225,194/.;  for  the 
year  181^,  73|698,ld5/. ;  and  for  the  year 
1820, 74,987,348/.  It  appeared,  therefore 
whilst  the  Income  was  stationary,  or  bad 
rather  decreased  since  1817,  that  the  total 
ttcpenditure  had  gone  on  gradually  in- 
creasing. Was  there  any  justification  for 
such  an  increase?  By  no  means.  Had 
the  gross  receipt  of  the  revenue  increased  i 
No ;  for  although,  in  1818  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  imposed  on  the  country  three 
millionsofadditional  taxation,  yet,ajthough 
the  revenue  in  England  had  in  consequence 
iner^Mod,  the  revenue  in  Ireland  had  pro- 
portionably  decreased*  So  that  it  ap^red 
thatthepeopleofEnglandwereadditionallv 
taxed  to  keep  down  the  people  of  Irelandi, 
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where  tibe  revenue  wis  dtctmiajg  by  ibm . 
misrule  and  oppressioD  that  was  otrrykigdQ 
there.  Hepkagedhiaaselftoprove  toany 
man  who  was  acouainted  with  the  first  four 
rules  of  arithmetic,  that  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had,  by  his 
management,  lost  15  millions  to  the  cooif» 
try  since  he  had  taken  the  admioislSratiofi 
of  the  Treasury.  Such,  at  least,  was  the 
amoimt  whidi  appeared  to  have  been  lost, 
as  fkras  can  be  noade  out  from  the  pablie 
accounts.  This  was  no  slight  chaiige; 
and  he  therefore  begged  the  attention  of 
Uie  House  to  die  statement  which  he  wan 
about  to  make.*  ISee  SUUemttU^  No. 71.3 
It  appeared  from  the  annual  Fiaansa 
Accounts,  that  the  total  income  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  (exclusive  of  loans  ) 
for  the  four  years,  1817,  1818,  1819  and 
1820,  was  235,768,462/. ;  and  that  the  to- 
tal expenditure  for  the  same  period,  (ex- 
clusive of  Sinking  Fund )  was  231,28^776/1 
exhibiting  a  total  nett.sur|^us  of  revenue 
of  the  United  Kingdom  in  those  four  yeara 
of  4,482,686/.  Smoe  making  out  that 
statement,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  found  that  the 
sum  of  316,993/.  paid  for  Qoanuitine 
packet  expenses  ought  to  have  been,  de- 
ducted from  that  amount  and  the  ndi  s«r- 
plui  of  revenue  over  expenditure  (loaaa 


X.    liOtDi,  Remitlanoei,  AdfMioat,  &o.  to  otiieff 
Co«nlriM .«. 


XL    ItMiat  Iron   approprialod    Fowls  for  Local 
Poipotet 


%^ll  CMracellooeoasSerfioetatnoiiie., 
'  /  MiKoelUoeoos  Services  Abroad  .. 


Total  Bflscollaneoas 


1818. 

1819. 

182a 

18211 

33,273               ^06                                l,t30 

4^385          60.079          53,101          404f9 

f,30l;699 
164,784 

I,7««,956| 
897.933 

1,595,207 
260,741 

2,394.fi53 
292,048 

2,466,483 

$.690,891 

1.855.948 

2.616,701 

Expeoditnre  (less  Charges  of  Manafonent) 

Deduct  Siokiog  Faud  of  Loan  to  E.-L  Company 

[repaid  bjr  ib^n 

ExpendiUire  in  Uie  Year 

Charges  of  Manageneaty  and  Collection  of  the 
Revenoe  ••••.....• 


Total  Expenditore  in  Ike  Year , 


For  Interest  on  the  Funded  and  Unfondod  > 
Debt,  and  Charges  of  Management { 

Bfepensef  of  the  Civil  Ust,  Miiitarj  Establish-  f 
uienls.  Civil  Government,  and  Expenses  V 
of  ColleetioQ ) 

Amount  of  Rxpeodilure,  exclusive  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fond 

Sinking  Fond  •. •.•••*.....•...'. 


Anonnl  of  Expenditiire,  inol«diog  Ibo  Sinking 
Fond    ...«•  .M..***...*. 


L.«»tAI*«»M*** 


63.875.54a 
165.039 

68,966.073 
144.636 

69,599,276 
150,376 

7i;007,649 
156,907 

68,710,503 
4.351,837 

68,821,437 
4,403,757 

6944d,899 
4.249,236 

70,850,742 
4,136,642 

73,()6?,340'  73.225,194 

73.698,135 

74.987384 

As  follows: 


31,266,601 
27,277,448 


58,544.049 
14.518.291 


73.062,340 


31^351,751 


57.882,428 
15.352,766 


73.225,194 


30^792,025 


31,252,612 
26,520,6771  26,600,519]  26,224,143 


57,392,544 
16,305,591 


73,698,135 


57,476,755 
17,510,629 


74,987.'384 
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and  Siokkig-FiifMi  cfxchided)  woilld  tmlf  t  for  ifae  present,  takefhe  larger  tinn  as  Cbe 
li8febeeii^l71^699/.Hewould,however»  I  surplus.     Had  that  four  milHons  and  a 


No.  lL->aTATmEMT  <ir  the  Aotoai  RsTiimi  •f  tlio  UdiImI  Kingdom  of  Oraat  Britaiii  and  Inlud  • 
.j[DmwbaokB«  and  BounliM  of  the  Nfitoro  of  DniwbAcki,  ejtduded)  for  the  Yetrs  1817  to  1820,  both 
iocluMTo,  enfUiig  5Ui  of  Janmu-jr,  1821;  dittiogoUhing  the  •cTeral  Heads  of  Income^  and  Greaf^, 
Britain  from  Ireland  in  each  Year. 


HEADS  OF  INCOME 


3taai|it  ^..^.„ 

•Land  and  Aiaeesed  Tale^ 

Port  Office o. 

Salariea  and  Peadoos 
HaelhMy    Coaches    and 

Porting 

BevodiUfy  Reftmnea 

Total  Ordioarj  BeTeooet 

Firopetrt  J  Tkx  Arrears 

Lottery 

VadaiBMd  Oirideads 
Impgvsts,  &c 


1817 
2.  «. 

1^f0«,87O  S 
81^53,311  13 
GJ^Ul  3 
8,074,958  14 
2.129,995  12 
31,^64    0 


50,931,463  16    4l54,445,59r  17  10|  53^448,681     1     2p5,840.806  .13  10^ 


Total  Bktraordinary  Re- 


ToIaI  of  Gieal  Britain 
Total  of  Ireland 


Tola!  of  United  Kingdo 
*  enoloaiTe  of  Loans.... 


Total  Actnal  Berenoe  of 
United  Kingdom 


Total  BxpemBtare,  eiolo^ 
"  sire  of  the  Sinking  Fnod 


1818 
£.        «. 

12,265342  16 

fi|  24,712,148  17 

6,775.985    2 

8.271,990     1 

2,185,654  17 

34,628  19 


54^765  18 
159,630  10 


5 

Oi 
44 
6 

'3 


2,568,654  0  3} 

189,958  8  4| 

236.288  3  3 

469,029  3  .  7 


3,463^929  15  6} 


54/^95393  11  104 
5,822,550    2    M 


60,2)7,943  13  11 
2,567354    8    2| 


57,650389    5    8} 


58344,049    0    0 


54,468    4 
144379    0 


1819 
£.  9. 

11,280,062    6 

24,860345    1 

6381356    8 

8,279,930    3 

2.211,678  .13 

30,522  11 


658,337  14  0 

911,225    0  0 

332,948    6  7 

328,930  11  2 


1331M1  11    9 


55377,039    9     7^ 
5,956306    8    S\ 


61,938.645  18 
2,265,704  13 


59,667,941    4  10 


57,872.428    0    0 


d. 
9i 
8 

:n 

8 


56,093    9  II 
148,192    4 


1^20 
£.         s.     d. 

10347379  2  4| 
28,055314  2  M 
6338395  17  111 
8,35539i  13  10} 
2,122.928"  T  6| 
30,81 1     8    2 

56,988    8.10 
132367    7    4{. 


183.134    6  8 

679,150    0  0 

237312  16  11 

334392  19  \\ 


1,434490    9    8i 


54,882,871    3 
5376391  19    0 


6^419,463    8  10]|61334369 
1,779,211  10    0  I  1,864389 


57392344  0  0 


57.043    5    6^ 
175,154  10    2 
283310    7  U 
343,902  16    5i 


859,911     0    0( 


1W56, 


;,700,717  13  11 
4,933,351  17    7^ 


"  .1 


58,680,251  12  10159,769,680    4  II 


57376.755    0    0 


Total  Income,  exolnsire  of  Loans,  for  the  4  Years £J2S5,768,462 

Total  Expenditarcj  exc1o«ire  of  Sinking  Pond,  in  the  4  Years 231,285,776 

Total  KetSorplos  of  Retenoe  of  the  Uidted  Kingdom  in  the  4  Tears   £.4,482,686 

If  there  bad  been  no  Sinking  Pond,  no  Loans  woold  have  been  reqniredy  as  the  Rerenne  of  tbe  4  Years, 
1817  to  1820  (to  the  5th  of  Jannarj,  1821)  both  InolosiTe,  was  4,482,686/.  more  than  the  Bipenditore, 
which  onght  to  have  elTeoled  a  Redaction  (the  3  per  Cents  being  on  an  Average  at  70/.  per  lOOA)  of 
I92.lt7t  of  Annual  Dividend ;  and,  a«  260,812/.  of  Annua)  Charge  for  Annuities  and  Land-tar  redeemed 
has  been  diroimshed,  the  Reduction  of  the  Annual  Charge  of  the  Funded  Debt  ought  to  have  been  to  the 
Amonni  of  4^2,929/^  in  1821,— whereas  the  Charge  has  been  Inereased  instead  of  deonaaed. 

No.  ni...  An  Account  of  Interzst  paid  in  each  Year  to  tlie  Public  for  the  Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  of 
the  United  Riagdom,  and  for  tbe  Cham  of  Management  at  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  Four  Years 
codii^  the5lh  Jan.  1821  (exehiiive  of  the  Sinlung  Fund),  as  charged  in  the  Annual  Finance  Aocounts. 


For  lntef«»t  paid  on  Funded  Debt. 
Charges  of  Ma 


Amount  of  Irtlerest  and  Charges. • •••....«.•.••• 

Interest  on  Exchequer  and  Irish  Treasury  Bills  ••;••• 


Totaf  darge  for  tbn  Fuided  and  Unfunded  Debt 
iofl8ir>1818^a 


1817. 

29,166,085 
284389 

1818. 

28,873,638 
277,699 

law. 

29,737,640 
274,393 

1820. 

29,126,973 
276,419 

29,450,674 
1315,927 

29,151337 
2,200314 

30318,033 
779,992 

29,403392 
1349,220 

31,266.60) 

31,351,751 

30,792,025 

31,252,612 

^  18194.... ^31,136,792. 
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Iialf  be^a  properly  ha>ban<M»  the  debt 
would  have  beep  reduced  to  that  amouoU 
The  S  per  cents,  having  been  at  an 
average diout70»  the  surplus  of  49482,686/. 
011^  to  have  eflkcted  a  reduction  of  ld2» 
1171.  of  annual  dividend ;  and  as  260,812^* 
of  annual  charge  for  long  annuities  and 
land  tax  redeemed  had  been  reduced,  the 
reduction  of  the  annual  charge  of  ihe  fun- 
ded  debt  ought  to  have  been  to  the  amount 
of  452,929^.  in  1821 ;  whereas  the  charge 
had  b^n  increased  instead  of  decreas^. 
By  the  maaaffemeat  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
ttem^y  who  oorrowed  money  at,  we  will 
say,  60  per  cent,  to  give  to  the  conunis- 
sioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
d^t,  who  alterwarda  bought  at  70  or  80i 
per  cent,  the  whole  of  this  four  millions 
and  odd  had  been  lost  to  the  country. 
Such  was  the  consequence  of  the  compii« 
Gated  and  cijrcuitous  process  attendant  on 
the  Sinking  Fund ;  a  consequence  which 
would  have  been  avoided  had  the  simple 
siu*plus  of  the  revenue  been  directly  ap- 
plied to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt.  By 
the  account  of  interest  paid  in  each  year 
lo  the  jpobUe  for  the  funded  and  unfunded 
debt  or  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for  the 
eharse  of  management  at  the  Bank  of 
Eog&nd  for  the  four  years  ending  the  fifth 
January,  1821  (exclusive  of  the  Sinking 
Fund),  it  appeared  that  the  total  charge 
for  the  year  1817,  was  51,266,601/.;  for 
the  year  1818,  51,3^1,751/.;  for  the  year 
18l9^SOJ92,025/.i  aod  for  the  year  1820, 
31,252,612/.    Taking  the  average  of  the 
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three  years  1817, 1818,  aod  1818^  vis.  $1» 
136,792/.,  it  appeared  that  hst  year  the 
public  creditor  received  15,820/.  more 
than  the  amount  of  that  average.  How 
diffiBreot  would  the  case  have  been  if  we 
had  not  had  the  circuitous  operation  of 
tlie  Sinking  Fund.  By  Mr.  Haworth's 
account  from  the  Exchequer  Office  (and 
here  he  begged  to  observe  that  the  ac- 
counts from  the  Exchequer  were  wholly 
free  from  error,  as  far  as  he  had  been  abb 
to  observe,  whik  those  from  the  Treasury 
could,  in  no  single  instance,  be  accurately 
balanced),  it  appeared  that  the  charge  for 
the  funded  debt  for  the  year  ending  the 
fifth  9f  January,  1822,  would  be  50,180». 
213/.;  and  that,  taking  by  estimate  the 
interest  on  the  Excheouer  bills  (34,728,> 
691/.)  suted  as  ouutanding  on  the  fifth  of 
Januaiy,  1821,  in  the  same  proportion  as 
1,849,219/.  was  charged  in  1820,  for  tha 
interest  on  42,694,882<.  of  ouUtanding 
bins,  on  the  fiflh  of  January,  1820,  the 
amount  of  interest  for  the  year  ended  fifUi 
January,  1822,  would  be  1,300,000/.;  nuK 
king  a  total  charge  for  funded  and  unfun- 
ded debt  of  31,480,213/.  instead  of  (after 
deduamg  the  452,929/.  of  dividends,  re- 
deemed and  expired)  only  30,812,672/.  as 
it  oupht  to  have  been,  if  there  had  beea 
no  Smking  Fund.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced, however,  that  it  would  be  foiind» 
that  a  much  larger  amount  of  Exchequer 
bills  was  out  tbaia  had  been  stated  to  the 
House  by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  that  a  perpetual  chargt 


A^  m  tk  fpwMFi  ^iU  A— o— t  §inm  Om  Brihtsur  OAs«,  llMi  U»  Charge  for  Uio 
Pondad  OeKlor  IIm^  Yfltf  endiiig  5Ui  of  Junarj,  ISea,  will  be. «£.30,I80,«IS 

And  talMlME,  bjt  EitiauOe,  Um  lotemi  on  U«i  Badwquor  BUU  (M,728»691i:)  tialod  m  ooU 
fUadin^oa  ths  5ULof  Janinrj,  I8S1*  io  Uio  mbo  proportion  at  1,849,2191.  wm  charged 
in  18^  for  Uie  Inl^rott  oo  42,694,882^  of  ooUUodiaa  BUIa  on  the  5Ui  of  Januarj,  1820,  the 
AaooDi  of  Interett  for  the  Year  ended  5tb  of  Janoarjr,  1822,  wiU  be  1,300.000 

Ifoklng^  Total  Ch«[ie  for  Ponded  and  UnfiuMled  Debt  of «f^l,480,2IS 

iulepd  of  (after  dedoeUng  Um  455^99L  ef  DiTidenda  redeened  and  expired^  being  oolj  d0312>67aJL  aa 
it  onght  to  haf  e  been,  if  therei  had  been  no  Siiiking.  fumd ;— cooieqoentW,  a  very  great  l^oia  to  the 
Coontrx*  and  going  on  at  the  tame  Rale  bj  the  preaeni  abiord  SytUm  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

>^  Statiminv  of  the  fomt  of  Rieucrioii  in  the  Annoal  Charge  on  the  National  Debt,  independent  of  the 
Sinking  Pond,  in  the  Four  Years  1817  to  1820,  both  inclnsi?e— Tic 

In  181X  By  AnnniUet  expired M29  10  9| 

SSirldend  on  Loan  of   1798  paid  off,   the  Money  for  whioh  u 

charged  In  the  Miaeellaneoaa  Bxpendilore 2,091    9  5 

OiHdl^tOBG^iitaloaBoeUedbj  redemption  of  Land  Tax 2,947    3  4 


1818.  By.Land  Ta<  ....^^.....^.......^ 

1819.  Imperial Annoitiea  expired    ••^^•vo**  ••••••*•— •••••••••••••••   243,157  15    6 

Bj  Land  Tax 4,026  H 4  llj 


6,268 
3485 


3    6k 
15  il{ 


1820.  By  Do.    Do.«m..mmw..,...«.^.m.».. ••.•«••.•«•••«. •••••••••«•.*•.«. 

ApnnltWia  expifed  • • .«....M......t. •••. 

Total  ui  the  4  Yeara  (exduilTe  of  what  Annoitiei  may  have  ex- 
|Af«d  out  of  thoM  ereaiqd  by  i^  pC49  Q«o«  ^^')^  •«..••.«•••...  •v't*^^ 


2,696    9    7 
1.276  14  10 


247,184  10    5 


3.973    4    5 
260,811  14    4 
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^  a  ttnbh  hi^aaootit  wbt^Td^  thereby 
incurred.  It  wa»  well  known,  that  the 
right  hen.  gentleman  had  ased  erery  means 
in  his  power  to  force  up  the  public  funds, 
althoogh  it  was  his  interest,  With  a  surplus 
Tevenue,  to  haTe  them  low  for  his  pur- 
'chasea,  speculations  in  this  way  had  been 
rdnoua.  He  called  on  mtnisters,  there- 
forCy  if  ^ey  had  in  contemplation  tit 
present  the  continuance  of  that  ruinous 
Sinltiiig  fand^  to  abstain  from  thus 
throwing  away  the  public  money.  He 
called  Upon  them  also  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  should  prevent  any  other  persons 
frohrvpeculadng  -in  the  public -ibnds  with 
public  money;  He  was  sorry  not  to  see  a 
right  bon.  gentleman,  a  commissioner  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  in  hii  place,  as  ft  had 
'been  reported  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  his  department  had  been 
occasionally  vested  in  the  funds  to  forward 
thetkvourtte  object,  **  a  rise  in  the  funds,** 
'of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
'Exchequer.  The  right  hon.gentleman  and 
'the  noble  mstqais  ought  to  rteollect  that 
H  win  1^.  Pitt*^  practice  to  keep  every 
human  being  in  iehorance  of  his  nnancial 
intinitions,  until  the  moment  of  their  exe- 
'cation;  whereas  the  rotentions  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  were  comndonlv 
known  for  three  or  fonr  days  to  individuals 
-who  might  make  use  of  that  loiowledge  for 
'thet^  own  private  advanuge. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  put  It 
to  the  House,  whether  It  would  not 
have  been  wise  to  listen  to  the  hon. 
iwronet's  recommendation  to  take  time 
to  consider  the  address,  to  pause  be- 
fore they  coDgratnhited  his  tndesty  on 
the  condition  of  the  country.  The  exist- 
ing system  of  finance  was  temporising,  and 
must  be  ruinous,  and  as  far  as  the  last  four 
years  went,  his  statemenU  proved  it.  No 
man  was  more  desirous  than  himself,  that 
we  shodd  'prijierve  our  high  station  by 
the  matmenance  of  our  public  credit ;  and 
lie  trusted,  that  whatever  sacrifices  it 
^ould  be  necessary  to  make  would  be 
made  by  all  classes  equally;  and  that  there 
wonld  be  bo  such  unjust  and  unprincipled 
-proposition,  as  to  injure  the  public  ciedi- 
tor  for  the  advantage  of  any  other  clan. 
If  the  House  of  Commons  were  under  the 
legitimate  eontrd  of  the  people,  he  would 
cheerfully  give  up  half  his  tortune  to  the 
exigendes  of  the  state;  but,  under  the 
existing  abuses  in  the  management  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  country 
lie  would  not  consent  to  give  up  one  shif- 
%ng  of  his  capital  to  free  the  country.from 


debt ;  hcliad  no  confidence  In  the  econo- 
my or  wisdom  of  the  present  ministers,  and 
he  believed  that  the  confidence  of  the 
people  was  also  extinguished.  He  pledged 
himself  to  prove  that  one  hundred  millions 
would  have  been  saved  to  the  country  had 
the  Sinking  Fund  never  existed.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  might  smi|e;  but 
■he  was  ready  to  show  that  the  system  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  from  its  Very  establish- 
ment by  Mr.  Pitt,  was  erroneous.  He 
implored  his  majesty's  ministers,  therefore, 
to  stop  short  in  this  absurd  career:  he 
implored  them  to  abandon  the  present 
complicated  and  ruinous  system,  and  to 
return  to  a  plain  statement  of  Debtor  and 
Creditor — to  a  simple  statement  of  the 
receipt,  the  expenditure,  and  the  surplus 
of  the  revenue— [hear,  hear!].  This 
would  do  more  to  conciliate  the  publh: 
feeling,  to  give  confidence  to  the  people,  as 
wen  as  to  establish  public  credit,  than  any 
plan  that  could  by  possibility  be  dcriseo. 
The  next  subject  on  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  touched  was  the  reduction 
of  exoenditure.  On  that  fubiect  a  pam- 
phlet had  recently  been  publisned,  called 
«  the  State  of  the  Nation,"  whidi,  from 
beginnlog  to  end,  did  not  contam  a  single 
accurate  statement.  Never  had  there 
been  a  more  disgraceful  attempt  to  hnpose 
on  the  public ;  and  he  begs^d  to  ffuard 
gentlemen  against  being  led  astray  oy  it. 
•  Atttong  the  misstatements  in  that  pamfJhlUt 
was  the  allegation,  that  hi  the  navy,  army, 
ordnance,  and  miscellaneous  services,  Aete 
had  been,  in  the  last  four  years,  a  reduction 
efi^M^ted  of  ten  millions.  On  the  su^ect 
of  the  inctease  of  revenue  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure,  iie  entreated  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  similar  passa- 
ges which  had  been  introduced  in  the 
various  speeches,  which,  in  successiveyears, 
had  been  made  from  the  throne.  Takhig 
those  speeches  as  the  productions  of  min- 
isters, it  would  shew  how  valueless  they 
were.  In  the  speech  of  that  day  was  the 
following  passage  :-^'*  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  me  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that  du- 
ring the  last  year  the  revenue  has  exceed- 
ed that  of  the  year  oreceding,  and  appears 
to  be  in  a  course  or  progressive  improve- 
ment.^'  In  the  speech  of  1818,  the  same 
assertion  was  mane  in  the  foUowme  words : 
— **  His  royal  highness  is  most  happy  in 
being  able  to  acquaint  ^ou,  that  since  you 
were  last  assemUed  in  parfiament,  the 
revenue  has  beeti  In  a  state  of  progressive 
improvement  in  its  most  important 
brandies.*'    In  the  ipeedi  of  thtr  day  his 
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n^lesly  said,  <'  I  have  directed  the  nA- 
matet  of  the  current  year  to  be  laid  before 
you»  They  have  been  framed  with  every 
attention  toecooomy  which  the  oircumstan- 
cea  of  the  country  will  permit/'  In  1820» 
the  words  were ;  '*  The  eatimatea  for  the 
m^eaent  year  will  be  laid  before  ^ou. 
They  have  been  framed  upon  the  pnnci* 

files  of  strict  economy/'  So  far,  however, 
.  rom  the  expenditure  being  diminished,  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  that  deda* 
ration,  it  had  increased.  In  the  speech  of 
the  present  day  his  mcyesty  said,  **  It  will 
be  satij&ctory  Co  you  to  learn  that  I  have 
been  able  to  make  a  large  reduction  in  our 
annual  expenditure,  particularly  in  our 
naval  and  military  estabUshmenU/'  In 
the  speech  made  on  opening  the  last  ses- 
sion, nis  majesty  was  made  to  say — *<  It  is 
a  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  been  enabled 
to  make  some  reduction  in  our  military 
establishments**'  Such  were  the  expecta- 
tions invariably  held  out  by  his  majesty's 
ministers,  andas  invariably  disappoiqt^. 
How  long  was  the  country  to  be  thus  tri- 
fled with  and  insulted?  If  the  House  of 
Commons  were  composed  of  five  hundred 
tradesmen  taken  at  liazard  from  those  of 
the  QietropoDs  instead  of  as  many  noble- 
men and  gentlemen,  they  would  scout  any 
furtherattempt  to  mislead  and  misrepresent. 
TLaughter  trom  the  Treasury  benches] 
juet  not  gentlemen  hoLd  the  honest  trades- 
ineii  and  artlyani  of  the  country  cheap. 
They  were  very  able  arithmeticians;  and 
woe  to  that  man  of  thein  who  did  not  keep 
bis  accounts  more  correctly  than  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  kept  the  accounts 
of  the  country.  Unless  he  did  improve 
and  simplify  the  system  of  keeping  the 
public  accounts,  he  must,  in  a  few  years, 
oe  ipvolved  in  inextricable  ruin.  He  cal- 
led upon  the  House,  therefore,  no  longer 
to  be  duped  by  this  annual  hypocrisy,  and 
worse  than  hypocrisy,  on  the  part  of  hb 
majesty's  ministers.  If  they  did,  they 
would  justly  subject  themselves  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  opprobrium  with  which 
thev  had  beei\  load^.  But,  if  they  meant 
to  do  their  duty,  let  them  all — let  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  landed  interest,  unless  Uiey 
intended  ever  after  to  hold  their  tongues, 
fulfil  their  pledges  to  their  constituents, 
and  unite  in  ^ivmg,  by  the  adoption  of  his 
motion,  a  distmct  ple^e  to  reduce  the  tax- 
ation of  the  country.  In  successive  years 
bad  his  majesty's  ministers  talked,  in  the 
Speech  from  the  throne,  of  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  country :  from  vear  to 
year  had  the  public  been  4^uded  by  such 


representatioos ;  from  year  to  year  bad 
the  land-owners  been  thus  lured  onwarda 
to  their  own  destruction.  They  had  good- 
naturedly  listened  to  the  assurances  ol 
1816, 1817, 1818,  1819,  and  18:^;  they 
bad  taken  words  for  acts ;  and  what  wi^ 
the  result?— That  the  atatemenu  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  not  having  been  in  any 
instance  realized,  their  difficulties  had  io- 
creaaed  to  a  degree,  which,  if  not  checked 
by  some  means  or  other,  must  qleedily 
terminate  in  their  utter  ruin. 

The  existing  distress  of  the  country 
he  (Mr.  H.)  attributed  to  a  complication 
of  causes,  the  chief  of  which  was,  that 
excesspve  taxation  which  deprived  all 
classes  of  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
his  income,  than  had  ever  been  taken 
from  them  before,  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  Reduced  in  value,  as  all  pro- 
perty  was  throughout  the  country,  was  it 
possible  that  the  same  scaleof  taxation  and 
of  expenditure  could  be  maintained  2  Was 
it  possible  that  parliament  could  continiie 
to  repose  confidence  in  ministers,  by 
whom  the  debt  of  the  country  and  tfaie 
difficulties  of  the  land-owners  had  been  so 
enormously  increased,  by  whom  the  people 
had  been  bo  invariably  deluded  ?  Witb 
respect  to  the  reductions  which  had  been 
effiM^ted,  if  thev  had  deserved  to  be  pas- 
ticularised,  did  any  man  believe  that  the 
noble  marquis  or  the  right  hon.  gentlemap 
would  not  have  been  eager  to  mention 
them?  What  was  their  nature  and  cha- 
racter i  Some  hundred  and  eighty  of  the 
inferior  clerks  of  office,  without  any  re- 

fard  to  their  distress  and  suffsrin^s,  had 
een  displaced,  while  other  individuals 
were  permitted  to  hold  situations  of  large 
emolument  that  might  wdl  be  dispensed 
with.  Were  any  additional  circumstance 
wanting  to  show  the  inefficiency  of  his 
majesty's  present  administration,  it  might 
be  found  in  the  paltry  proposition  of  as- 
sistance to  the  landed  interest,  alluded  to 
yesterday  by  the^first  lord  of  the  Treasury^ 
and  the  weak,  childish,  womanish  ques- 
tions which  were,  on  that  occasion,  put 
by  that  lord  to  the  directors  of  the  Baink  of 
England.  Nothing  could  more  com- 
pletely exhibit  the  ignorance  of  those 
who  were  imhappily  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  affiiirs  of  this  great 
nation,  than  such  an  oSer  of  pecuniary 
aid..  It  was  not  money,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  that  was  wanted ;  it  was  that  sound 
and  substantial  credit  on  which  money 
would  be  advanced.  He  believed  that 
many  members  of  that  House  did  not 
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know  die  amount  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  oonntrj  in  the  year  1792  and  this 
year;  indeed  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to 
find  it  oot.  He  would  tell  tliem  that  in 
the  year  1793,  that  golden  number  so 
much  scooted  by  ministers  last  year,  be- 
cause proposed  by  him— so  much  abused 
by  the  secretary  at  war— yet  after  the 
House  separated  those  same  ministers 
were  considerate  enough  to  take  the  folly 
off  his  head,  and  place  it  on  their  own 
[hear,  hear!].  In  1792,  the  civil  li«t, 
civil  and  milita^  expence-^indced  every 
expence,  except  the  mterest  of  the  public 
debt,  then  about  ten  millions,  adding  the 
expences  of  Ireland,  and  the  charges  for 
nronagement  of  the  revenue,  amounted 
to  about  seven  millions.  But  what*  had 
been  the  amount  for  the  last  four  years  ? 
The  charges  of  management  and  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  alone  amounted 
to  4,651, »S7^.  Tlie  expences  of  the 
etvilKst,  including  military  establishments, 
ehi]  government,  and  the  expences 
of  collection  for  the  year  1818, 
amounted  to  27,277,448/;  for  the 
year  1819,  26,520,677/. ;  for  the  year 
1820,  26,600,519/.;  for  the  year  1821, 
96,224^148/.  So  that  now  having  peace 
at  home,  and  having  the  Holy  Alliance 
abroad,  to  take  care  of  the  pence  of  the 
world,  we  have  an  expence  of  twenty* 
seven  millions,  whilst  in  the  year  1792 
we*  had  but  an  expenditure  of  seven  mil- 
lions [hear,  hear!].  They  heard  much 
id>out  economy,  and  economy  was  prac- 
tiaed  in  dismissing  from  employment  minor 
derks  who  had  no  other  means  of  support 
—economy  was  exercised  in  that  way, 
but  it: did  not  reach  the  civil  list.  For 
tbe  last  year,  the  civil  list  alone  amounted 
to  1^194,092/.  In  1792,  the  civil  list,  then 
inudi  less,  was  burthened  with  pensions 
for  members  of  the  royal  family ;  but  now, 
though  it  is  free  from  those  pensions,  it 
exceeded  the  amount  of  1792.  He  sup- 
posed that  ministers  rested  perfectly 
secure  in  their  places,  because  by  recent 
additions  to  their  body  they  had  acquired 
a  great  accession  of  strength,  [hear  hear !  J 
but  what  was  that  strength  ?— It  was  like 
the  accession  of  a  number  of  hungry  in- 
dividuals breaking  into  the  house  of  an 
already  distressed  family  and  lending 
tbeic  assistance  to  consume  the  little  that 
remained  [hear!].  Although  ministers 
rested  so  firmly  on  the-  Holy  Alliance  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace,  yet  they  could 
not  be  pnevailed  on  to  diminish  the  amount 
«f  foreign  expenditure.  There  was,  for 
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instance,  6,000/.  a  year  for  a  new  am- 
bassador to  the  Swiss  Cantons,  where  no- 
thing was  to  be  done.  Mr.  Stratford 
Canning  received  that  salary  formerly,  but 
a  charge  d'affaires  had  done  all  the  business 
there  for  one  fourth  of  that  amount,  until 
now  that  the  new  ambassador  was  ap^ 
pointed:  was  that  economy?  Why  was 
it  permitted  i  Why  was  a  near  relative 
of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  lately 
joined  the  ranks  of  ministers  sent  out 
there  with  a  salary  of  8,900/.  a  year,  with 
1,500/.  for  an  outfit,  and  of  course  a  large 
sum  for  travelling  expences  ?  The  ap- 
pointment was  gazetted ;  there  was  there« 
fore  no  reason  for  concealing  the  gen- 
tleman— ^he  meant  Mr.  Wynn,  a  brother 
to  the  right  hon.  tbe  president  of  tbe 
board  of  Controul.  He  considered  it  a 
most  profuse  waste  of  public  money. 
.  He  would  now  make  an  observation  or 
twoontheOrdnancedepartment[alaugh]. 
He  had  recently  taken  a  view  of  that  de- 
partment ;  he  thought  it  right  to  see,  what 
certainly  he  could  not  believe  without 
seeing ;  he  saw  storekeepers  and  others 
living  in  palaces,  the  IIkc  of  which  men 
of  lai^  fortunes  could  not  afford ;  there 
was  aSout  them  every  mark  of  expence 
and  extravagance.  From  the  Ordnance 
a  number  of  junior  clerks  had  been  dis* 
onssed-^had  been  thrown  upon  the  world 
without  a  shilling.  There  had  been  in 
one  branch  twelve  youns  men  dismissed  in 
one  batch;  and  why  he  would  tell  the 
House — those  twelve  individuals  were  dis- 
missed in  order  to  preserve  the  salary  and 
establishment  of  8  or4,000/.ayeartoonesir 
John  Webb,  director-general  of  tbe  Ord- 
nance medical  department.  In  the  navy 
also  the  utmost  disregard  to  expence  ex- 
isted—as an  example  he  would  state  the 
fact,  that  since  the  peace  there  were  not 
less  than  six  hundred  promotions,  whilst 
in  the  marines  there  were  but  three ;  yet 
he  believed  that  no  one  .would  say  Uiat 
the  officers  of  the  marines  were  not  as 
meritorious,  as  worthy  of  promotion,  as 
those  of  the  navy ;— but  they  had  not  an 
influence  with  ministers^-they  had  not 
fathers,  brothers  and  uncles,  members  of 
parliament  [hear,  hear!].  In  the  last 
year  alone  there  were  in  the  navy  no  les» 
than  241  new  commissions.  The  expence 
to  the  country  under  that  head,  for  the 
haH-pay  of  those  officers  alone  was  far 
greater  than  any  saving,  which  could  be 
effected  by  the  dismissal  of  junior  clerks. 
It  was  intolerable  to  think  of  the  extent 
of  undue  influence  in  that  House.  Ha 
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lainentedtt  much.  He  could  have  wiihcd 
to  tee  tlie  nobility  of  England  raised  above 
4ucb  low  pursuits ;  there  was  a  time  when 
it  was  considered  a  reproach  to  a  noble- 
man or  any  of  his  family  to  be  called  a 
j^nMoner  of  the  public :  bul  now  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  roost  anxious  desire  of 
many  of  the  nobility  to  get  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  public*  He  could  not 
but  consider  it  in  the  last  degree  disgrace* 
fill  totho  nobility,  to  be  pensioners  upon 
the  coitfitnr-^to  see  them,  blessed  as  they 
were  with  large  possessions,  adding  to  the 
burthens  of  a  distressed  and  barasMd  peo- 
ple [heas,  hear!].  To  show  the  situa- 
tion of  the  nobility— the  ignoble  views 
which  some  of  them  were  capable  of  Uk- 
ing— be  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating 
to  the  House  the  substance  of  the  last 
will  of  a  certain  noble  lord— >he  hoped  to 
have  a  cony  of  it  soon  in  his  possession. 
That  nobleman  by  his  will  gave  a  sum 
of  2,  or  5001.  a  year  to  certain  members 
of  his  family,  until  they  should  be  better 
provided  for  by  government  In  some  other 
manner  [hear,  liear!^.  They  had  been 
so  provided  for  accordmg  to  that  precious 
testament ;  the  last  member  of  the  family, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  was  made  a 
commissioner  of  the  Customs  [hear,  hear  !]• 
It  was  such  things  as  these,  that  led  to 
the  distresses  of  the  people— to  the  de- 
basement of  noble  feeling,  and  to  the  loss 
of  public  confidence. 

The  retrenchment  which  had  been  made 
by  the  ministers  this  year  scarcely  deserved 
that  name.  Labourers,  carpenters,  porters, 
and  such  persons,  were  put  out  of  bread ; 
but  did  they  learn  that  any  of  the  junior 
lords  of  the  admiralty  bad  been  dismissed  f 
He  had  beard  of  a  recent  appointment 
which  was  perfectly  characteristic  of  the 
ideas  of  ministers  with  respect  to  retrench- 
ment. A  gallant  general,  and  a  member 
of  tliat  House,  who  has  already  three 
plaoesaodtwo  pensions,  had  been  lately 
promoted  to  the  place  of  superintendant 
of  gas.  In  tbe  navy,  the  army,  in  c? ery 
civil  department,  the  same  provision  ap- 
peared in  all  the  higher  offices  in  the 
household.  Mr.  so-and-so  was  a  Cook,  and 
Mr.  8udi-ft-one  clerk  of  theKitciien,  none, 
#f  them  did  any  duty,  although  all  received 
large  salaries;  and  UUs  ministers  called  sup- 
porting the  splendor  of  royalty.  He 
would  tell  them,  however,  that  such  de- 
grading useless  practices  contributed  as 
uttle  to  the  splendour  of  the  dirone,  as 
clothing  the  guards  in  the  dress  of  Merrv 
Andrewsi  instead  of  the  pbUDf  substantia^ 
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manly  clothing  of  Englishmen  and  Eng4 
lish  soldiers  [near  !]-^that  love  of  tinsel 
—that  chidish  glittering  gewgaw  was  onl/ 
worthy  of  France  before  theFrenchrevolu4 
tion,  was  altogether  unworthy  of  England 
in  the  19th  century.  He  might  be  allowed 
to  observe,  that  the  expence  of  the  cut« 
raases  prepared  lately  at  Enfield  fortho 
horse-guaras^  although  an  absurd  dress 
for  England  In  time  of  peace — profound 
peace— amoimted  to  a  vast  deal  more  than 
the  same  articles  wonld  have  co«t  if  ma- 
nufactured in  Birmingham  or  in  Sheffield* 
There  were  other  items  to  which  he  would 
shortly  allude,  'ilie  hon.  gentleman  next 
alluded  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  maiw 

auis  ^Londonderry),  in  carrving  through 
ist  House  a  bill  (theNon-bfistmentbin) 
which  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
attempt  to  crush  the  rising  liberties  of 
South  America,  and  which  at  the  sama 
time  kept  up  the  expence  of  omr  hsAU 
pay  list  by  the  threat  of  dismissing  every 
officer  who  should  enter  the  service  in  the 
cause  of  freedom.  But  the  cause  of 
freedom  in  that  countrv  had  triumphed ;  ~ 
as  would,  he  hoped,  the  cause  of  the 
Greeks,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
ministers  to  depress  it— notwithstanding 
that  course  of  policy  which  was  so 
well  calculated  to  make  the  character 
of  England  odious  and  despicablai 
Again  lu  the  whole  of  our  colonial  ex- 
penditure how  did  the  cconomv  of  mi- 
nisters appear  i  They  dismissed  a  num« 
her  of  poor  clerks  who  received  only 
100^  or  dOOf.  a  year  for  constant  «ork» 
but  they  preserved  in  their  places  those 
who  took  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
out  of  the  pockets  of  tbe  people  and  did 
little  for  them  [hear,  hear  Ij.  They  pre^ 
served  all  the  expense  and  abuste  in 
the  Ionian  islands-— they  gave  sir  Thomas 
Maritland  10,000/.  a  year  for  doing  what 
was  injurious  and  degrading  to  the  country 
—for  disarming  and  enslaving  the  people. 
It  was  thus  that  the  parental  protection 
of  tlie  English  government  manifested 
itself;  the  people  were  thrown  into  prisons, 
they  were  hung  up  at  the  tops  of  their 
hills — tbe  first  of  then:  nobility—of  thelt 
clergy — of  their  gentry  were  transported 
fix>m  their  native  soil  without  inquiry,  and 
without  trial.  The  same  prodigality  was 
practised  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  A 
noble  lord,  as  governor  of  the  place,  had 
his  10,000/.  a  year,  with  country  houses 
and  larffc  establishments— there  was  staff 
and  usefess  appointments  of  great  expence 
at  Somers-town  and  at  Capetown.    Mi« 
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nsstecs  would  say  tliat  tbit  expeooe'  was 
necMsarj  for  the  support  of  toe  coioiiic% 
but  he  would  call  it  a  waoton  profutioD-^ 
if  the  colonies  were  fairly.troated— if  thsgr 
had  the  protection  of  British  law  instead 
of  being  a  burthra  upon  this  country, 
they  wotdd  be  able  to  support  tlieinselves. 
He  was  also  surprised  that  gentlemen  who 
were  above  all  others  interested,  the  pro* 
pcictton  of  West  India  property,  did  not 
absolutely  compel  ministers  to  alter  their 
s«stea»«-a  system,  surd  jt,  more  opposed  to 
the  interest  of  the  colones  end  to  common 
sense  was  oerer  upheld ;  to  sucli  an  extent 
were  jobs,  carried  that  noble  lords,  who 
never  in  their  lives  ssw  those  places—nay, 
even  boys  at  school  received,  some  tl^OOOL 
some  SsOOOl  a  vear  for   their  services 

tbear,  hear !] .  With  respect  to  Scotland 
e  honed  the  expences  of  that  country 
troula  be  immediately  taken  into  con- 
aideration,  with  a  view  to  reduction,  The 
expense  of  the  ci^il  government  of  Scot* 
lana*-»of  the  low  courts— of  the  salaries 
of  officers,  deserved  the  strictest  attention 
ofainisterB.  The  country  loudly  called 
for  a  jrednction  in  the  public  expenditure, 
the  necessity  of  the  times  required  it<-» 
every  men  ought  to  be  removed  from 
plaee»  unless  those  who  had  duties  to  per- 
form ;  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  bur* 
then  the  coiatry  without  contributing  to 
its  service.  It  was  with  these  views  U)at 
be  had  prepared  the  amendment  which 
be  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House. 
He  trusted,  that  it  would  meet  with 
the  support  of  those  who  went  there 
to  benent  their  country ;  he  did  not  hope 
fi>r  much  from  those  who  went  there  to 
benefit  them  selves  [liear,  hear,  and 
cries  of  order !] 

.  The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  mem- 
ber must  on  reflection,  feel  that  such  lan- 
guage was  dborderiy.  It  could  not  with- 
otit  a  breach  of  order,  be  imputed  to 
boDourable  members,  that  tliev  enter- 
tained views  contrary  to  the  just  discharge 
of  their  pnUic  duties. 
•  Mr*  Hume  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to 
sa^  any  thing  disorderly.  As  it  was  out 
6f  Older  to  declare  in  that  House  that 
genttemeB  came  there  to  benefit  not  their 
country,  but  themselves,  he  would  not  say 
so;  but  he  could  not  be  prevented  from 
thttking  so. 

The  Speaker  ssid,  that  he  always  felt  it 
a  painful  duty  to  interrupt  members,  but 
it  was  his  first  duty  to  preserve  order  in 
that  House.  The  orders  of  the  House 
were  made»  not  Ib^  the  advantage  of  one 
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party  or  the  oAer,  but  for  public  ptjrposes, 
and  to  preserve  the  general  freedom  of 
debate.  He  hoped  the  hon.  member 
would  believe,  that  it  was  lar  front 
his  wish  to  interrupt  hlm-*that  his 
sole  wbh,  indeed,  was,  to  preserve  the 
digniQr  of  the  House  and  the  regularity 
of  debate. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  should  be  happy  at 
all  times  to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  As  there  were  not  only  objections 
to  his  expressing  the  opmiohs  which  he 
held,  but  sJso  to  his  entertaining  them, 
he  would  no  longer  trespQiS  on  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  House.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  moving  the  following 
amendment ; 

**  That  while  we  return  his  Majesty  our 
most  grateiul  acknowledgments  for  the 
vanous  reductioos  which  have  been  made 
in  the  naval  and  military  establishments 
daring  the  last  year,  by  which  some  dimi- 
nntion  of  expense  may  be  effected,  yet 
we  should  ill  discharge  the  duty  we  owe 
to  his  Majesty,  if  we  did  not  direct  his 
most  serious  attention  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  his  faithfhl  people : 

*<  That  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  represent 
to  his  Majesty,  that  the  distresses,  proved 
to  exist,  before  a  committee  of  this 
House,  instituted  for  the  especial  purpose 
in  the  last  sefsion  of  parliament,  have 
considerably  increased;  and  that  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  throughout 
a  great  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  with 
them  the  tradesmen  and  artizans  usually 
dependent  on  them  for  employment,  are 
labouring  under  unexampled  difficulties: 

**  That  we  cannot  but  express  most  re- 
speoduUy  to  his  Majesty  our  opinlob,  that 
an  excessive  taxation,  cusproportionate  to 
the  reduced  value  of  all  property,  is  a 
principal  cause  of  those  aistresses;  and 
humbly  to  intreat  that  he  will  be  graci- 
ously pleased  immediatelv  to  direct  such 
reductions  in  ever^  branch  of  our  expen- 
diture, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  de- 
partment, as  shall  enable  us  forthwith  to 
relieve  his  Majesty's  faithful  people  from 
a  large  portion  of  that  burthen  of  taxa- 
tion, which,  in  their  present  impoverished 
condition,  presses  so  heavily  upon  all 
classes.'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  was  sure  that,  before  he  adverted  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  hon.  member's 
speech,  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
remark  upon  that  part  of  it  in  which  a 
charge  was  made  against  him,  of  allowing 
secrets  of  finance  to  b^  known  in  certain 
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quarters,  before  they  were,  regularly  made 
public  in  the  ordinary  coutm  of  .buainess. 
That  charge  he  begged,  in  the  moat  dis- 
tinct and  positive  manner  to  deny.  It 
was  not  th6  first  occasion  on  which  he 
had  had  to  make  a  similar  denial  to 
charges  brought  by  the  hon.  inember, 
who  seemed  to  lend  a  credulous  ear  to 
such  malevolent  aspersions.  If  he.  could 
be  guilty  of  such  a  practice  as  that  im- 
puted to  him,  he  should  be  no  longer 
worthy  to  hold  the  important  situation 
which  he  filled ;  but  against  such  unfound- 
ed insinuations,  he  should  place  the  repu- 
tation  of  his  whole  life— a  reputation 
which,'  he  hoped,  had  never  yet  been  sul- 
lied. As  to  certain  financial  statements, 
it  was  necessary,  by  the  regulations  es- 
tablished in  1819,  that  they  should  be 
made  known ;  and  he  should  be  ready  to 
produce  them  in  a  few  days.  Whatever 
was  the  nature  of  the  proposition  which 
had  .been  said  to  have  passed  from  the 
first  lord  of  the  Treasury  and  himself,  and 
upon  this  he  would  observe,  that  great 
misrepresentation  had  gone  abroad— he 
was  certain  that  the  best  relief  which 
could  be  afforded  to  the  distresses  com- 
plained of  would  be,  an  extension  of  the 
currency  of  the  country.  However,  he 
would  not  then  enter  into  the  discussion 
of  that  question ;  for  he  considered  it  a 
bad  practice  to  go  into  the  discussion  of 
any  important  question  by  halves,  where 
no  result  could  be  obtained.  Still  less 
was  he  inclined,  on  the  present  occasion^ 
to  fpilow  the  hon.  member  through  the 
immense  mass  of  figures  which  he  had 
opened  to  the  House.  It  was  not,  he 
considered,  consistent  with  the  practice 
of  parliament,  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  fii>aocial  statements,  until  the  docu- 
ments conpected  with  them  were  in  the 
hands  of  members.  If  the  hon.  member 
had  chosen  that  course,  and  had  delayed 
his  motion  until  time  was  allowed  for  the 
examination  of  its  details,  then  he  would 
have  been  prepared  to  follow  him,  and  to 

Eoint  where  he  considered  they  might 
e  wrong  and  where  right.  He  was  the 
less  wHIing  to  enter  into  the  subjects  upon 
which  the  hon.  member  had  touched,  as 
he  considered  that  most  of  them  were  not 
at  all  directly  connected  with  the  resolu- 
tion with  which  he  concluded.  The  hon. 
gentleman's  panacea  for  the  evils  of  the 
country  was,  a  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture ;  but,  on  his  own  showing,  if  for  the 
Jast  four  years  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
exceeded  the  expenditure  only  by  four 


miiliona^  would  it  be  wise,  would  ttboj^- 
litic,  to  diminish  that  small  surplus  whtdi . 
might  be  so  necessary  to  support  public 
credit— to  meet  accidental  eventa— cmt 
unexpected  emergencies  I  He  cretiid  not 
help  thinking  that  the  hoo.  gentleman  bad 
discovered  more  seal  than  fairness.  U 
would  have  been  as  well  if  the  boa.  gen- 
tleman, instead  of  condemning  en  nume 
all  the  measures  of  govenmientF— if,instQttd 
of  accusing  them  of  profusioo^^-if,  instead 
of  assertion  that  government  were  op- 
posed to  all  reduction,  he  had  waited  to 
see  what  reduction  government  intended 
to  propose.  It  was  the  intention  of  mi^ 
nisters  in  a  few  dsys  to  bring  the  state  of 
the  country  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  when  thdr  measures  ought  be 
discussed  successively  and  in  detail.  On 
that  discussion  it  would  appear  what  go- 
vernment had  done  ;  and,  wliat  they  had 
omitted  to  do.  Then  would  it  be  open 
for  the  hon.  gentleman  to  make  his  objec- 
tions, and  for  the  members  of  the  govern- 
ment to  meet  those  objections  by  facts^ 
by  reason,  and  argument;  but  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  that  night,  without  wailing 
lor  information,  assumed  the  misconduct 
of  ministers,  and  argued  on-^t  assump- 
tion. The  hon.  gentleman  admitted  that 
reductions  had  been  made,  but  he  stated 
that  junior  clerks  had  been  dismissed  and 
left  unprovided.  The  hon.  gentleman 
could  not  feel  more  for  those  persona 
than  ministers.  They  felt  acutely  the 
painful  duty  they  had  to  perform.  When 
the  hon.  gentleman  chsrged  mintstets,  as 
if  it  were  matter  of  reproach,  with  having 
dismissed  junior  clerks,  he  would  ask, 
what  were  thev  to  do  I  How  much  more 
justly  would  they  have  been  exposed  to 
reproach,  had  they  dismissed  men  who  had 
been  in  office  for  years,  whose  lives  had  been 
worn  ogt  in  the  service  of  the  country; 
and  who,  from  age  and  hab%  were  inca- 
pable of  tuminff  thetnselves  to  any  other 
occupation  ?  He  begged  of  the  House  to 
suspend  their  opinion  on  these  subjects 
until  the^  were  put  in  possession  of  the 
whole  of  what  had  been  done.  Another 
part  of  the  hon.  member's  speech  he  would 
just  advert  to ;  ministers  had  been  accused 
of  making  reductions  only  in  the  income 
of  those  who  held  situations  of  compara- 
tively small  value.  To  this  he  would  only 
say  for  the  present,  that  the  proposed 
reductions  would  extend  to  the  highest  as 
well  as  the  lowest  official  situations.  In 
the  variety  of  the  hoo.  member's  topics, 
he  had  introduced  the  mention  of  thoau 
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hon.  genUemen  who'  had  recently  joined 
hk  mi{e8ty'c  government*  Those  hon. 
memberfl were  not  present;  and  in  their 
absence,  it  woold  htive  been  better  not  to 
say  a  word  about  ibeva.  He  would,  how- 
eter,  obsenrO)  that  he  anticipated  an  im- 
portant benefit  to  the  country  from  their 
senricea;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  from 
the  tone  of  the  hon.  member,  that  his 
anxiety  on  this  subject  was  excited,  not 
so  moch  by  the  union  of  those  hon.  gen- 
tlemen with  his  majesty's  government,  as 
by  the  loss  of  their  support  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  As  to  the  story  of  members  of 
parliament  holding  menial  situations  in  his 
majesty's  household, he  would  just  observe, 
that  however  good  a  subject  for  joke  it 
might  have  been  heretofore,  it  was  at  pre- 
sent wholly  without  foundation;  and  he 
would  defy  the  hon.  member  to  bring  a 
proof  in  support  of  the  statement.  It  was 
rather  curious  to  hear  the  hon.  member 
bash  up  in  a  speech  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  aU  the  tale-bearing  accounts  which 
had  reached  him  during  the  recess.  They 
would  afibrd  food  enough  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  House  in  their  separate  dis- 
cussion, in  the  course  of  the  session,  with- 
out mixing  them  all  up  on  the  first  day. 
To  their  separate  introduction,  which,  no 
doubt,  would  be  made  in  due  co  urse 
of  time,  he  would  reserve  himself,  and  leave 
them  foF  the  present.  The  great  question 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  called  upon 
the  House  to  decide  was,  whether  there 
should  be  a  pledge  given  for  an  immediate 
and  sweeping  reduction  of  taxation,— 
wbeth^  this  reduction  was  to  be  imme- 
diate, and  by  the  means  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, or  whether  relief  could  be  afforded 
by  those  measures  by  which  the  honour 
of  the*country  #ould  be  supported.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  tliat  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  hon.  member  woold 
be  not  only  mischievous,  but  ruinous  in 
Hb  effects;  and,  that  whatever  hopes  it 
nigfat  excite,  it  would  not  only  not  relieve, 
but  teod'to  aggravate  the  distresses  of  the 
suffering  classes.  He  would  say  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  plan  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber would,  by  involvmg  the  destruction  of 
the  ahiking  nind,  shake  public  credit,  and 
destroy  all  confidence  in  money  transac- 
tions; and,  instead  of  being  able  to  procure 
advances  of  money  at  a  cheap  rate,  it 
would  be  difficult  at  even  5  or  6  per  cent, 
to  |>rocure  any  accommodation  whatever, 
a  great  fall  in  the  stocks  would  also  be  a 
consequence  of  the  measure,  and  he  had 
noiiesitation  in  saying  that  the  stock  of 
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evenr  other  country,  would  be  prefetrred 
to  that  of  England,  and  all  die  evils  of 
which  the  landholders  now  complained 
would  be  considerably  increased.  He 
would  add,  that  if  the  apprehension  which 
hhd  gone  abroad,  of  touching  the  sinking 
fund,  had  not  created  great  alarm,  he 
would  have  been  able  in  the  present  ses- 
sion  to  propose  the  reduction  of  the  five 
per  cents ;  but  let  parliament  act  with  the 
firmness  which  ought  to  characterize  it, 
and  he  should  be  much  disappointed  if  he 
should  not  still  be  able  to  propose  that 
measure  this  session.  He  considered  that 
one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  relie- 
ving the  landed  mterest  was  the  facility  of 
borrowing  money  at  a  moderate  rate  of 
interest ;  but  that  facility  could  not  exbt, 
unless  the  credit  of  the  country  was  pre- 
served. There  was  another  reason  against 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  member ;  the 
reduction  of  taxation  would  desti'oy  the 
credit  of  the  country—but  would  it  relieve 
the  neople?  Relief  from  taxation  on 
articles  of  consumption  was  never  imme- 
diate: the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  the 
consumer  must  necessarily  be  postponed 
for  a  considerable  time.  As  he  intended 
in  a  few  days  to  bring;  the  subject  more 
fully  under  the  consideration  of  parliament, 
be  only  felt  it  necessary  to  add,  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  support  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's resolution. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  to  be  considered  as  the  or- 
gan of  government  on  financial  matters, 
they  had  it  now  distinctly  avowed,  that 
there  was  to  be  no  reduction  of  taxation. 
Ministers  had  at  last  screwed  up  their  cou- 
rage to  deny  that  any  benefit  would  result 
from  such  a  measure ;  nay,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  gone  so  far  as  to  assert, 
Uiat  the  repeal  of  any  tax,  though  he  did 
hot  say  what,  would  not  only  not  relieve, 
but  would  be  an  aggravation  of  the  distress 
of  the  country.  Did  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman mean  to  tell  the  House,  that  the 
repeal  of  the  tax  on  malt,  on  salt,  on  soap  or 
leather,  would  not  relieve  the  country  from, 
a  veiy  great  and  almost  intolerable  pres- 
sure ?  Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  the  peo- 
ple were  so  <«  ignorantly  impatient  of  tax« 
ation,''  that  on  the  very  first  day  of  the 
session,  when  they  expected  their  distresses 
would  at  least  be  considered,  they  were 
to  be  told  that  the  repeal  of  any  one  of 
those  taxes  would  not  only  not  relieve,  but 
aggravate  their  misery  ?  Was  there  any 
table  in  the  country,  except  the  table  of 
that  House,  over  which,  such  a  doctrine 
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oould  be  held  2  He  wofiild  Yenlilre  to  as* 
tert,  that  if  such  a  doctrine  were  to  be 
iupported  at  any  private  table»  it  would 
be  immedtatelj  scouted^  and  the  man  who 
should  attempt  to  maintain  it  would,  be* 
fore  the  company  quittedi  have  cause  to 
be  ashamed  of  his  opinion.  The  right  boa. 
sentleroan  had  made  it  a  ohai^  against 
his  hon.  friend,  that  he  had  introduced  so 
many  topics  which  were  afterwards  to  be 
discussed  separately.  Now,  such  a  charge 
came  with  an  ill  orace  from  any  member 
who  intended  to  twe  a  part  in  their  discus* 
sion  t  for  surely  it  must  be  an  advantage 
Co  the  opposite  side,  to  know  so  early  that 
such  subjects  were  to  be  brought  forward 
on  some  future  day.  He  thought  it  was 
very  gallant  in  his  hon.  friend  to  have  given 
thus  eariy  a  notice  of  what  he  intended  to 
do.  It  was  what  he  himself  would  not 
have  done ;  and  he  very  much  doubted,  if 
before  long  the  hon.  member  would  not 
bave  to  regret  his  courtesy  in  this  respect. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  been  quite 
facetious  on  the  present  occadon.  He 
had  never  seen  any  one  make  so  amusing 
k  speech  with  so  grave  a  face.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  jobs  to 
which  his  hen.  friend  had  alludea  would 
afford  sufficient  amusement  for  the  session. 
However,  before  the  termination  of  their 
proceedings,  be  might  have  occasion  to 
repent  the  introduction  of  such  amusement. 
Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  recollect  the 
amusement  which  the  hon.  member  had 
afforded  him  last  session,  when  he  intro^ 
duced  the  receivers»general  to  the  notice 
of  a  committee?  That  mi^ht  have  been 
very  amusing,  though  certainly  not  to  the 
parties  so  introduced ;  for  it  was  death  to 
some  of  them,  and  would,  he  believed,  be 
90  in  its  effects  to  some  of  their  successors. 
By  the  exertions  of  his  hon.  friend  on  that 
occasion,  a  sum  of  n6t  less  than  70fiOOL 
mas  saved  to  the  country;  and  he  hoped 
more  considerable  savings  would  be  made, 
by  a  repetition  of  similar  exertions.  The 
saving  alone  was  not  to  be  considered, 
Ihou^  that  was  important;  but  the  great 
influence  of  the  Crown,  which  was  by  so 
much  diminished.  He  would  vote  for  the 
amendment  which  his  hon.  friend  had 
moved,  though  not  for  all  the  reasons 
whidi  had  b^n  advanced  by  him  (for  as 
yet  he  was*  not  in  possession  of  all  the 
details  upon  which  th^  were  founded)  ; 
but  because  he  was  anxious  that  a  reduc- 
tion should  be  made  of  that  taxation  which 
pressed  so  heavily  on  the  people-^f  those 
biJBrtbeiVi  the  repeal  of  whicq  it  was  now 
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said  woaid  not  rcUefVe,  but  agcrAvate  their 
sttftrings.  It  had  been  said,^at  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gentleman  was  in  the  habit  of  letting 
slip  some  of  the  secrets  of  his  finaociiu 
arrangements.  Now^  he  himself  did  not 
believe  that  such  was  the  fact;  but  cer« 
tainlv  it  was  the  fact  thai  such  an  opinion 
was  hdd  in  the  city.  He  had  no  doubt 
it  was  imfounded,  for  he  did  not  know  a 
more  honest  servant  of  the  public  than  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  would  not 
press  any  farther  remarks  on  the  question 
before  the  House,  as  other  opportunities 
would  represent  themselves  of  going  more 
fully  into  the  subjects  by  which  it  was 
introduced. 

The  ChancMor  of  the  Exehefuer  dis* 
claimed  having  said  that  taxation  was  not 
an  evil,  or  that  the  repeal  of  taxation  was 
not  a  benefit.  What  be  had  stated  waiw 
that  the  simple  repeal  of  taxes  proposed 
by  the  hon.  member,  would  be  productive 
of  more  harm  to  the  country  by  Staking 
the  public  credit,  than  would  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  relief  whidh  such 
a  course  might  afford  to  particular  classes. 

Mr.  CalcraA  wished  it  to  be  understood^ 
that  he  would  never  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  a  tax,  until  he  was  convinced  that 
such  repeal  would  not  a&ct  the  public 
credit  of  the  country. 

Mr.  RMmom  said,  that  the  calculations 
and  figures  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
member  for  A^rdeen  were  so  compli- 
cated and  so  various,  that  it  was  difficult 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  of  their  accuracy 
without  prerious  inquiry.  He  could  not 
concdve  any  more  unsatisfactory  mode 
of  bringing  this  great  question  under  dis- 
cussion, than  that  adopted  by  the  hon. 
member.  It  was,  he  thought,  extremely 
unreasonable,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  with* 
out  waiting  to  see  what  had  been  done 
by  ministers  in  the  wav  of  reductioo,  to 
assume  that  tbey  had  done  nothlag.  Let 
the  House  examine  into  facts  before  tbey 
decided.  He  objected  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  becaise  it  went,  with  one 
sweeping  censure^  to  condemn  a  whole 
svstem  of  finance  as  fidlacioos.  But  let 
the  House  remember^  if  that  system  was 
wron^,  that  they  had  been  parties  to  it. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Heusoi 
upon  proper  grounds,  might  not  retrace 
the  steps  they  had  taken  with  respect  to 
any  measure.  No  wish  for  an  tt>pearance 
of  consistency  should  prevent  them  from 
adopting  such  a  course ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  hoped  the  House  would  give  its 
most  serious  and  dispassionate  considem* 
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tton»  to  what  he  might  be  permitted  to 
call  the  mo6t  important  question  ever  affi- 
Uted.  He  trusted  that  whatever  fiiiMts 
might  be  found  with  the  conduct  of  go«* 
vcroment,  whatefer  roeana  might  be  pro- 
posed for  the  relief  of  the  distresses  com-^ 
plained  of  (and  he  would  admit  that  those 
means  were  as  Tsnous  and  diTorgent  as 
the  grievances  themselves )«  the  House 
would  not  consent  to  overturn  a  system 
which  ttMj  had  solemnly  adopted,  and 
shnply  upon  the  ground  that  the  hon* 
member  bad  produced  a  variety  of  state* 
meotSy  oaost  of  which  bore  very  remotely 
upon  the  important  question  bdbre  them. 

Cdooel  DavieM  rose  chie^  to  put  one 
or  two  questions  to  the  daancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  The  first  was,  whether 
or  not  he  admitted  the  finapdal  state* 
ments  of  the  hon.  member  for  Aber- 
deen to  be  correct ;  and  the  second  was, 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  interfere 
with  the  metallic  currency  of  the  country  ? 
The  hon.  member  then  went  on  to  observe 
upon  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, who  some  time  ago  told  the  coun« 
try,  that  not  a  single  man  could  be  spared 
from  the  immense  establishments  which 
tliey  continued  in  time  of  peace,  and  now 
odmitted,  by  their  proposed  reductions, 
the  extravagance  of  which  they  had  hi- 
therto been  guilty. 

Tbe  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  in  the  absence  of  the  necessary  docu- 
tnents,  he  would  neither  admit  nor  deny 
the  accuracy  of  the  statements  made  by 
the  boo.  member  for  Aberdeen*  As  to 
tbe  other  question,  he  could  give  a  most 
positive  answer.  He  could  assure  the 
House,  that  government  meant  to  make 
no  alteration  to  our  circulating  medium. 
He  Mi  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  pre- 
serving the  standard  currency  of  the 
country. 

Sir  J.  Newfjort  observed,  that  he  was 
not  prepared,  in  the  absence  of  the  fullest 
information,  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  important  question  which  had  been 
introduced,  nor  was  he  ready  or  willing 
to  condemn  at  once,  what,  before,  the 
House  had  so  fully  approved.  He  there- 
Ibre,  though  be  concurred  in  the  general 
principle  of  the  amendment,  could  not 
agree  to  those  parts  of  it  which  went  at 
once  to  de^roy  a  system  upon  which  they 
bad  already  solemnly  decided.  Provided 
the  hon.  member  consented  to  an  omission 
of  those  passages,  he  would  cordially  sup* 

Eort  the  amendment.   The  passages  which 
e  would  wish  to  have  omitted  were  tb^e 


— <<  And  aggravated  hr  a  ruinous  and 
temporising  system  of  mianc^ ;"  and  also 
«-•<*  The  more  alarming  as  it  appears, 
they  do  not  arise  from  temporary  causes.*' 
The  omission  of  those  passages  would  not 
destroy  the  general  sense  of  tn6  resolution. 
He  was  also  induced  to  rise,  in  conse^ 
quence  of  the  peremptory  tone  assumed 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who  now 
distinctly  told  the  House  and  the  country^ 
that  there  was  to  be  no  relief  from  taxa- 
tion. In  the  present  distressed  state  of 
the  country,  that  alone  would  be  a  suflS- 
dent  ground  for  goin^p  up  to  tbe  Throne 
with  an  address,  praying  for  an  immediate 
and  an  effectual  reduction  of  the  peo{dbe's 
burdens. 

Mn  Hume  said,  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  proposed  alterations.  His  object  was^ 
to  pledge  the  House  to  a  reductbn  of  ^e 
burdens  of  tbe  country. 

The  Marqm's  of  Londonderry  said,  it 
was  not  so  much  his  intention  to  follow 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  through 
the  various  topics  to  which  he  had  ad* 
verted,  as  to  fix  the  attention  of  the 
House  upon  the  true  principle  on  which 
it  ou^it  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the  present 
evening.  That  principle  was  shortly  this 
—whether  it  would  be  creditable  or  not  to 
the  deliberations  of  parliament  to  dose  so 
large  a  question  as  the  hon.  member  had 
opened,  in  the  indirect  manner  diet  was 
now  proposed.  He  for  one  was  clearly 
of  opmion,  that  to  dedde  with  such  haste 
as  that  hon.  member  wished  the  House  to 
decide,  on  a  subject  that  was  as  important 
as  it  was  complicated,  would  neitoer  be 
consistent  with  the  practice,  the  dignity, 
or  the  wisdom  of  parliament.  He  was 
therefore  surprised  at  bearing  the  ri^hl 
hon.  baronet,  who  bore  a  high  reputaUon 
for  financial  knowledge,  not  only  come 
forward  to  support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen,  but  also  to  blame 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  for  having  distinctly  told 
the  House,  that  relief  for  the  disrresses 
of  the  country  would  be  more  effectually 
obtained  by  supporting  public  credit  than 
by  a  reduction  of  taxation;  when  th^ 
right  hon.  baronet  most  have  known  that 
any  great  reduction  of  taxation  could  not 
be  made  In  the  present  state  of  ^ffiurs, 
without  committing  a  direct  breach  of 
public  faith.  Not  only,  would  his  right 
hon.  friend  have  shown  an  apathy  to  the 
finandal  relations  of  the  cotintry,  totally 
unbecoming  his  high  situation  and  cha- 
racter,^  if  h^  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
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ment  brodght  forward  by  the  hon.  inem- 
ber  for  Aberdeen,  but  he  would  also  have 
held  out  false  hopes  to  the  country,  if  he 
had  at  all  concurred  in  the  practicability 
of  affording  a  remission  of  taxes,  to  the 
extent  demanded  on  the  other  side.  In 
makine  thi&  observation  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  calling  upon  gentlemen  to  pledge 
themselves  that  niffht  to  support  the  scale 
of  expenditure  which  ministers  felt  it  their 
duty  to  propose  to  the  House.  On  the 
contrary,  he  must  distinctly  avow  himself 
to  be  of  opinion,  that  they  could  vote 
against  the  present  amendment,  without 
precludbg  themselves  from  the  right  of 
entering,  on  a  future  niffht,  into  a  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  financial  resources  of  the 
country.  GentTemien  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  who  bad  been  in  the  cus- 
tom of  declaring  that  all  surplus  was  a 
waste  of  revenue,  and  of  declaiming  ni^ht 
after  night  against  the  mockery  and  in- 
utility of  a  sinking  fund,  might  indeed  be 
ready,  even  on  so  sudden  an  emergency 
as  the  })resent,  to  re-affirm  all  their  for* 
mer  opinions ;  but  he  thought  that  gen- 
tlenien  who  had  been  accustomed  to  main- 
tain the  policy  and  expediency  of  a  per- 
petual sinking  fund,  ought  to  pause 
and  exercise  a  little  consideration,  be- 
fore they  gave  their  concurrence  to  a 
proposition,  which  contained  doctrines  in 
direct  opposition  to  those  which  they  had 
formerly  supported.  If  gentlemen  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  principles  on 
which  they  had  previously  relied  were  er- 
roneous, then  he  would  admit  that,  in 
point  of  public  duty  and  public  honour, 
thev  were  bound  to  retrace  their  steps 
and  to  avow  their  errors.  They  were  not 
bound,  however,  to  rescind  in  an  indirect 
manner  resolutions  to  which  they  had 
previously  given  a  directand  formal  sup- 
port ;  they  were  not  bound  to  vote  away 
the  Uxes  which  were  set  aside  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  sinking  fund,  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  effect  which 
such  ^  measure  might  produce  upon  pub- 
lic credit.  They  were  bound  to  wait  till 
the  repeal  of  some  specific  tax  was  pro- 
posed to  the  House ;  and  they  ought  to 
consider  two  points  with  regard  to  it: 
first,  whether  it  was  a  tax  wluch  was  ge- 
nerally felt  as  an  oppressive  tax  by  the 
community;  and  secondly,  whether  it 
was  one  which  the  exigenciea  of  the  state 
would  allow  to  be  dispensed  with.  .When 
the  question  came  in  that  shape  before 
the  consideration  of  parliament,  it  would 
be  enabled  to  decide  with  propriety  whe- 


ther it  was  rational  or  beeominff  to  cooti« 
nue  such  a  tax ;  but  he  could  not  con-* 
ceive  a  case  in  which  the  House  could  be 
more  stultified  or  degraded  than  it  would 
be  at  present,  if  it  were  to  accede  to  the 
amendment  then  before  it,  upon  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  member  fbr  Aberdeen, 
which,  whatever  solidity  it  might  possess^ 
it  was  impossible  for  any  member  at  the 
instant  either  to  follow  or  to  understand! 
He  repeated  it,  that  under  no  circum* 
stances  could  the  House  be  more  de- 
graded in  public  estimation,  than  it  would 
be,  if,  after  the  financial  course  whicl» 
it  had  so  long  pursued,  and  the  resolutkmt 
which  it  had  so  lately  sanctioned,  relative 
to  the  necessity  of  having  a  clear  smking 
fiind  of  five  millions,  it  were  now  to  ac- 
cede to  a  proposal  for  the  remission  of 
taxes,  either  to  that  or  nearly  that  amount. 
Indeed,  he  was  almost  ashamed  to  hav^ 
heard  such  a  proposition  gravely  pro- 
pounded to  a  House  of  Commons.  He 
was  completely  surprised  to  find  that  .the 
hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  could  know 
so  little  of  the  texture  of  parliament,  as 
to  opjen  to  it  such  a  case  as  he  had  done 
•«a  case  filled  with. a  motlev  group  of 
figures  and  calculations,  far  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  any  man  at  the  instant ; 
replete  with  jobs,  or  stories  of  jobs,  which 
might  or  might  not  be  true ;  but  of  which 
if  true,  he  (the  marouis j  was  totally 
Ignorant,  or  they  should  nave  been  re- 
dressed. .  He  was  also  much  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  baronet  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  and  for  whose  financial  know- 
lodge  he  must  again  profess  his  great  res- 
pect, should  have  been  induced  to  become 
a  party  to  the  present  amendment,  on  the 
correctioaof  a  few  words,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  made  little  difference  as  to  tlie 
absurdity  of  it.  Had  he  not  been  a  wit- 
ness to  the  fact,  he  could  not  have  be- 
lieved that  the  right  hon.  baronet^s  vote 
would  have  been  so  easily  caught.  He 
should  be  wasting  the  time  and  insulting 
the  understanding  of  the  House,  were  he 
to  combat  for  a  moment  with  the  idea, 
that  an  assembly  in  whose  wisdom  the 
country  fully  relied,  and  on  whose  deci- 
sions not  only  its  happiness,  but,  in  all  ^ 
probability,  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  depended,  cof^ld  accede  to 
the  opinions  which  it  was  now  wished  to 
insert  in  the  address ;  and  that,  too,  not 
upon  sober  argument — ^not  upon  mature 
deliberation— but  upon  a  series  of  calcu- 
lations which  it  was.  impossible  for  any 
man  who  had  not  prcvh)usly  seen  to  uo- 
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4ei»taiid«  It  would,  therefore,  be  sufficient 
fimr  him  lo  state,  that  io  votibg  for  the  ne- 
gative of  the  present  extraordinary 
amendment,  genUemen  would  not  pre-, 
dude  themselves  from  a  future  considera- 
tion of  the  great  question  of  finance, 
either  as  related  to  the  public  credit  of 
the  country,  the  distress  under  which  part 
•f  it  laboured,  or  the  best  means  of  re- 
lieving that  distress.  Neither  would  they, 
by  voting  in  fovour  of  the  original  address 
that  evening,  deprive  themselves  of  the 
right  of  inquiring  upon  another  occasion 
whether  a  remission  of  certain  taxes  could 
be  made  without,  injury  to  the  pubUc  ser- 
vice, -^'r  All  these  Questions  would  still 
be. open  for  their  discussion,  he  called 
upon  hoo.  gentlemen,  as  they  valued  their 
raaracter  for  consistency,  to  give  theic 
amative  to  the  present  most  extraordinary 
ameodoient. 

Mr.  Tiemey  commenced  by  declaring, 
that  upon  entering  the  House  that  even- 
ing, It  was  his  fixed  intention  not  to  ad- 
dress it*  The  noble  lord,  however,  by  in- 
dulging in  the  language  which  he  had 
do^e,  and  by  observing  that  any  man  who 
Tentuced  to  vote  in. favour  of  the  amend- 
ment would  be  committing  an  insult  both 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  had 
made  a  call  upon  him  to  speak,  which  he 
found  it  totally  impossible  to  resist.  The 
noble  Jord^  had  stated  that  the  words 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  proposed 
to  leiive.out.of  the  amendment  were  not 
of  the  slightest  importance;  On  that 
point,  however,  as  on  manj^  others,  he 
had  the  misfortune  of  differing  with  the 
noble  lord ;  for  he  certainly  thought  that 
the  omission  of  the  words  in  question  was 
of  very  great  importance,  as  it  rendered 
the  amendment  of  such  a  nature  as  to  de- 
serve the  unanimous  support  of  the 
House.  The.noble  lord  had  also  stated, 
that  the  country  was  lookins  up  to  the 
wisdom  of  parliament !  He  fdt  compelled 
to  observe  that  the  country  had  been 
looking  for  a  long  time,  indeed,  up  to  that 
wisdom.  But  it  was  now  beginning  to 
look  at  the  manner  in  which  parliament 
sympathised  with  its  feelings ;  and  on  the 
present  occasion  he  trusted  .that  hon* 
genlleooen  would  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity of  regaining  its  respect  and  confi- 
dence. There  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
pnoposition  subositted  to  the  House.  The 
nc^le  lord  had  indeed  said,  that  there  was 
great  difficulty  attached  to  it;  but  that 
was.  hj  no  means  the  case. .  He  therefore 
called  upon  g^tlem^n  to  exeroiie.  their 
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6wn  judgments  In  coming  to  a  decisirn 
upon  it,  and  not  to  be  led  awav  by  the  in- 
genious statements  of  the  noble  lord.  He 
cautioned  them  to  look  .to  the  manner  in 
which  they  intended  to  vote  that  evening,, 
for  they  might  depend  upon  it^  that  if. 
they  voted  against  the  amendment,  the 
noble  lord  would  before  the  end  of  the^ 
session,  turn  round  upon  them,  when  they 
were  inclined  to  support  some  plan  of  re-» 
trenchment,  and  say,  that  the  present  waa 
just  such  a  proposition  as  they  ought  to 
have  supported,  if  they  had  not  intended 
to  mislead  the  government.  Let  gei^tle- 
men,  and  the  country  gentlemen  tespe- 
cially,  take  care  how  they  entangle  them^ 
selves  a  second  time  with  their  con6titu-« 
ents.  Let  them  recollect  that  they  were 
not  sent  there  to  vote,  mere  courtly  ad- 
dresses to  the  throne,  but  to  carry  up  ta 
it  the  wishes  and  wants  of  those  whom 
they  represented.  Let  them  show  by 
their  conduct  .that  night,  that  they  had 
not  been  uselessly  employed  during  the 
vacation,  but  that  they  had  returned  ta 
their  duties  in  that  House,  after  a  full  de-. 
liberation  upon  the  evils  which  were  then 
afflicting  the  country.  He  would  explain 
the  sense  in  which  he  intended  to  vote 
for  the  amendment.  It  was  in  the  hope 
that  if  it  were  carried,  considerable  reduce 
tions  would  be  made  in  the  expenditure 
of  every  (establishment  in  the  state,  from* 
the  highest  down  to  the  low^t :  and,  en-k 
tertaining  such  a  hope,  he  held  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  duty,  not  to  allow  one  moment 
to  elapse,  afler  the  re-assembling  of  par- 
liament, without  stating  such  to  be  the 
deliberate  conviction  of  his  mind.  Much 
as  he  might  pity  those  who  might  beeome 
the  sufferers  from  a  strict  retrenchment^ 
and  much  as  he  mieht  feel  for  those  who 
might  think  themsdvcs  degraded  by  the 
loss  of  a  certain  state,  by  which  they, 
were  at  present  surrounded,  still  he  would, 
so  help  him  God!  persevere,  if  it  w0re  in 
his  power,  in  making  it.  He  was  inclined 
to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  taxation,  first  of 
all ;  because  he  was  convinced  that  it  ought 
to  be  made*  How  far  that  reduction  should 
extend,  he  did  not  exactly  know;  nor 
was  be  called  on  to  declare.  A  c]uestion 
bad  been  started— ^whether  it  might  not 
be  advisable  to  repeal  all  the  taxes  which 
went  to  support  the  sinking  fund }  .  He 
would  not  pretend  to  give  a.  decided  opi- 
nion at.  present  on  that  subject ;  but  his 
firm  conviction  was,  that  in  order  to  sup- 
port public  credit,  which  rested  mainly 
upon  public  feeling,  it  would  be  more  h^^ 
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neficial'ta  atoluli  taxes  to  i3m  miKNKit  of 
tiie  nniuog  fand*  than  to  \o€k  forward  ta 
the  diftam  relief  which  was  to  be  derived 
horn  that  sovrce.  fiut,  said  the  right 
hon.  gentlenaa  opposile,  **  How  eao  auoh 
a  nfeaause  be  proposed  ?  How  can  you 
meddle  with  toe  nakfaig  fundy  witlK)Ut 
doing  great  injufy  to  pubUo  credit?*' 
That  arffament  came  with  pecaltar  grace 
indeed  ^on  die  right  bonw  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  wtio,  il  mighl  be  sup- 
posed from  his  language,  had  never 
neddled  with  the  siaking  fund  himself. 
But,  was  this  the  case  I  By  no  means. 
The  sinking  fund,  if  it  bad  not  been  for 
the  inroads  which  the  right*  hon.  gentle- 
man had  himself  made  upon  it,  would,  at 
the  present  time,  have  amounted  to 
92,00bfi(M.  f  whereas  it  had  now  become 
a  question  betw^  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man and  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen, 
^whetber  it  even  amounted  to  one  million. 
Then  came  the  noble  lord  in  support  of 
his  right  hon.  friend;  and,  what  did  he 
say  I  Why,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
having  come  to  a  resolution  that  there 
should  be  a  sinking  fond  of  5,000,00tf., 
it  was  fitting  that  such  resolution  should 
be'  strictly  adhered  to.  But  here  he 
begged  leave  to  ask  the  noble  lord  whe- 
ther the  sinking  fbnd  had  at  any  one  mo«- 
meat  amounted  to  5,000,000^.  even  after 
the  3,000,000/.  of  new  taxes  which  had 
been  imposed  upon  tbd  country  to  raise 
is  to  that  sum,  and  with  ail  the  conjurings 
to  which  the  right  hon.  ffendeman  had  so 
^equently  subjected  itr  He  believed 
that  more  would  be  done  for  the  country 
in  the  way  of  present  relief  by  abolishing 
the  sinking  fund,  than  by  keeping  up  a 
sinking  futm  of  not  more  than  2,000,0001. 
to  de£ay  a  debt  of  80b,000,000^.  What 
he  would  ask,  would  be  ^  effect  of  such 
a  sinking  fund,  even  supposing  that  the 
country  should  enioy  (what  he  rincerely 
hoped  It  might  enjoy)  five  years  more  of 
immterrupted  peace  ?  Would  it  facilitate 
iis  at  all  in  entering  upon  a  new  war  ?  He 
thought  not.  But  the  remission  of  two 
Or  three  millions  of  taxes  would  have  such 
an  effect  in  sstisfyinff  the  country — the 
tone  and  temper  which  it  would  produce 
would  be  so  beneficial,  that  he  conceived 
it  to  be  a  much  more  advisable  plan,  than 
the  continuance  of  a  sinking  fund  on  the 
present  scale.  He  would  not  enter  far^ 
ther  into  the  discussion  of  the  evening ; 
indeed,  he  had  not  intended  to  have  taken 
part  in  it  at  all ;  but  when  he  saw  the 
noble  lord  getting  upon  his  stilts— (and 
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when  he  was  hard  pressed,  nobody  got 
upon  them  with  maSer  ease)  he  €ek  an 
inclination  which  he  oonld  net  master,  ta 
endeavour  to  take  him  a  little  down.  He 
warned  die  House  not  to  place  mud» 
confidence  in  the  promises  which  the 
noble  lord  had  SMde  about  retrenchment 
and  reduction;  for,  unfortunately,  the 
noble  lord  was  not  the  fittest  man  to  be 
believed  upon  that  subject.  He  iroald 
state  his  reason  for  saying  so.  tt  traa 
shortly  this— that  the  noble  lord  and  hie 
eolksagues  had  unifonpsly  shown,  that  the 
only  way  of  getting  ^m  to  make  redoc- 
tions,  was  to  drive  them  to  it.  He  there* 
fens  called  upon  the  country  gentlemea 
not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  dehided 
w4th  fine  promises.  Let  them  only  sa^ 
to  the  noble  lord  *'  You  roust  reduce,  or 
we  will  not  give  you  omr  support,'*  awl 
he  should  be  very  much  surprised  indeed^ 
if  the  ncible  lord  did  not  say  to  €hem» 
**  Dcm't  repeat  thai  languaffe  again ;  it  is 
very  ^sagreeable,  you  shwl  besaCpsfiady 
genikoien.'^  If  they  meant  the  cMmtry 
to  believe  that  they  felt  for  the  distxess 
under  which  it  suffered,  they  would  not  * 
defer  their  vote  in  favour  of  retrenchment 
and  reduction  of  taxation  to  a  future  oo-' 
casion,  as  the  noble  lord  had  advised ;  hot 
would  come  forward  and  manfully  give  it 
in  favour  of  the  amendment  that  evening. 
They  would  thus  fierce  ministers  to  every 
possible  reduction,  and  the  country  would 
have  the  benefit  of  it  in  the  shape  of  mi- 
tigated taxation. 

Mr.  Husldsaon  stated,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  enter  at  l&rge,  on  that  oecasiofty 
into  so  important  and  complicated  a  sub- 
ject  as  the  distressed  state  of  i^riculUire, 
or  to  consider  how  far  taxation  was  one 
of  its  causes,  and  applied  to  it  more  than 
to  any  other  part  of  the  public  interest. 
He  nmst  say  with  the  hori.  member  fbr 
Wareham,  that  he  could  neither  follow 
nor  understand  the  figures  of  the  hon» 
member  for  Aberdeen ;  but  he  intended 
to  be  a  little  more  consistent,  and  there-* 
fore  shou^l  not  join  in  hb  conclusion. 
For  that  hon.  member  had  stated,  that  he 
would  ffive  his  opinion  on  Ae  statements 
of  the  non.  mover  of  the  amendment  on  ft 
future  occasion,  but  would  give  his  vote 
in  fiivour  of  them  that  night.  This  he 
himself  could  not  do.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  it  said,  that  the  alterations  m  die 
amendment  were  important.  They  were 
by  no  means  so ;  but  merely  of  that  ing&« 
nious  nature,  that  was  calculated  tb  con« 
ciliate  wavering  members,  and  catch  m 
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fewtUajrTOtes.  Il  was  a  little  fob  Inuch 
to  cdl  upoki  his  right  hon.  fri&oA  tke 
ehascellor  of  the  exchequer  to  coodemn 
the  fiaklng  fiind,  which  was  connected 
widi  a  sjatem  of  finance  which  he  had  so 
long  advoteted*  He  implored  the  House 
Co  consider  the  situation  in  which  tliey 
were  deliberating  upon  the  amendment. 
Bis  ttuyest^,  in  his  Speech,  had  called 
their  attention  to  the  state  of  distress  to 
which  the  agricultural  interest  was  at  pre- 
aent  reducra.  The  responsible  advisers 
of  the  Crown  had  stated,  that,  on  an  earlj 
€by,  diej  would  submit  to  parliament 
what,  in  their  view  of  the  subject  was  the 
WMSt  and  most  expedient  course  to  be 
^isued  in  order  to  relieve  and  remedj 
tUe  aoriculturai  d'istress.  Now,  in  hit 
honme  opinion,  it  would  have  been  more 
consistent  with  the  ordinarv  usage  of  par** 
liameot  to  have  deferred  the  present  di^ 
cussion  till  that  day,  and  for  the  House  to 
have  then  voted  in  favour  of  some  other 
mode  of  rdlef,  if  that  suggested  by  mi- 
nisters appeared  to  be  inefficient.  Though 
ciicb  were  his  opinions,  he  should  not 
bave  explained  them  to  tlie  House,  had 
he  not  been  compelled  to  rise  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slanderous  insinuations 
«8de  by  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
against  liis  right  hon.  friend  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  and  the  aspersions 
which  he  had  oast  upon  the  conduct  of 
bis  office.  [Loud  cries  of  *<  Order, 
order.*'j  He  had  understood  the  boo. 
geatlemaa  to  state,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  regard- 
ing certain  monies  whidi  had  passed 
through  liis  (Mr.  Huskision's)  office 
beine  vested  in  the  funds.  If  the  hon* 
gentleman  cKived  for  any  accounts  con- 
nected with  those  fundi,  he  would  gladly 
produce  them.  He  could  aisure  the  hon. 
nseinber  that  it  was  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  injunctions  of  an  act  of  p8rli»> 
ment,  and  certain  orders  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  menev  in  onestiony  which  had 
arisen  fvom  the  sale  of  some  crown 
•states,  had  been  vested  in  the  funds.  He 
aiSnred  the  hon.  member  that  he  had, 
neither  directly  or  indicectly,  received 
any  benefit  from  the  money  being  so 
placed  in  the  funds. 

Mx4  Sttmrt  Wortley  said,  the  ttmo  was 
now  arrived  when  it  was  the  duty  of  that 
House  to  enforce  the  severest  retrenob- 
nwnt,  and  |o  relieve  those  whom  they  re- 
presented from  a  part  ef  ihe  burthens 
onder  which  they  wero  hibooring.  In 
the  varipof  discnssiunft  wtaicb  smst  easoo, 


he  Aovld  endeavour  ae  to  direct  his  mind 
to  this  subject,  as  to  ascertain  the  extent 
to  which  retrenchment  was  practicflA>le, 
and  consequently  die  amount  of  relief 
which  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect. 
There  was  one  part  of  the  observations 
which  had  fiillen  from  the  chancellor  of 
the  o^cbequer^  which,  he  confessed,  had 
given  him  some  surprise,  and  which  ha 
could  not  hfel^  thinking  a  little  extraor- 
dinanr,  when  considered  with  reference  to 
the  distresses .  which  now.  pressed  upon 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land..  If  he  oad 
tlDdentood  the  Inght  h(m.  {j^entleman  cor- 
rectlv,  he  aeemed  to  thmk  that  soma 
rdief  might  be  afforded  to  occupiers  of 
land  by  means  of  a  loan  from  government^ 
in  the  same  way  as  such  loans  had  been 
advanced  on  fbmter  occasions — [The 
chancellor  expressed  dissent.]— He  was 
happy  to  find  tliat  he  had  mistaken  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  meaning.  His 
n^jesty's  ministers  had  pledged  them-« 
selves  to  take  the  subject  into  contidera* 
tion,  and  to  make  retrenchments.  It  was 
but  fair,  therefore,  to  wait  till  they  saw 
how  far  that  promise  would  be  redeemed  { 
and  upon  that  ground  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  the  present  amendment. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridpe  said,  he  could  not  sod 
any  relief  for  the  distresses  of  the  country 
except  in  retrenchment,  and  trusted  that 
if  ministers  did  not  fulfil  the  pledges  which 
they  had  given  in  favour  of  ki  the  House 
would  compel  them  to  do  so.  He  called 
upon  ministers  to  look  the  distress  of  the 
country  manfully  in  the  face,  and  to  coU 
lect  the  best  information  thdy  could  rela- 
tive to  its  nature  and  extent.  He  was 
convinced,  from  the  language  of  the 
Speech  from  the  throne,  that  ministers 
were  unacquainted  with  the  frightful  ra« 
vaffes  it  had  made.  If  they  had  seen  the 
inSviduai  and  colledtive  distress  which  he 
had  witnessed  in  that  part  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  connected,  he  was 
confident  they  would  have  made  some 
more  vigorous  efforts  to  relieve  it.  Ho 
felt  it  his  painful  duty  to  tupport  the 
amendments 

Sir  Jokm  Sekrwhty  after  expresung  the 
{ligation  whicb  he,  in  common  with 
every  man  in  the  country^  fidt  to  the 
hon.  member  fdr  Aberdeen,  for  the  great 
exertions  be  had  made  to  produce  a  re«> 
fbiotbn  in  the  pabUc  exptnditttie,  staled 
the  paraaurant  oecesihy  which  at  present 
existed  for  enforcing  a  system  of  economy 
in  every  branch  of  tlie  public  expenditore. 
TfaanoUe  marquis  had  called  ttic  resolu- 
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tionfiof  the  boo.  member  for  Aberdeen 
ridiculous ;  But  he  had  not  said  a  word  to 
prove  them  90*  They  only  called  upon 
the  House  to  do  iu  duty  and  retrench; 
and,  whether  it  did  or  no»  he  would  tell 
the  noble  marquis,  that  it  would  be  soon 
impossible  for  him  and  his  colleagues  to 
spend  money,  inasmuch  gs  they  would 
have  none  to  spend. 

-  Mr.  Gipps  also  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  the  hoD.  member  for  Aberdeen,  and  his 
determination  to  vote  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

'Mr.  RicardOf  though  he  agreed  with 
every  thing  that  had  fallen  from  his  hon. 
friendi  the  member  for  Aberdeen,  in  favour 
of  economy  and  retrenchment,  could  not 
vote  in  favour  of  his  amendment,  as  he 
differed  widely  from  his  hon.  friend  as  to 
the  causes  of  the  existing  agricultural  dis* 
tress.  His  hon.  friend  stated,  that  the 
cause  of  that  distress  was  excessive  taxa- 
tion ;  but  the  real  cause,  it  could  not  be 
denied,  was  the  low  price  of  agricultural 
produce.'  That  taxation  should  be  the 
cause  of  low  pricea  was  so  absurd  and  so 
inconsistent  with  every  principle  of  politi- 
cal economy,  that  he  could  not  assent 
for  a  moment  to  the  doctrine.  Agreeing, 
however,  as  he  did,  with  his  hon.  friend, 
as  to  the  necessity  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment, and  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
making  loans  to  the  occupiers  of  lands,  he 
was  sure  they  would  be  freq|uent]y  found, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  pursuing 
together  that  necessary  object,  a  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure  and  taxation. 
'  Mr.  Astell  would  vote  for  the  amend* 
ment,  as  it  pledged  the  House  to  a  system 
Of*  retreoohmenf.  If  such  a  system  were 
rigidly  enforced,  there  would,  he  was  con- 
vinced, be  left  a  surplus  of  revenue  to 
form  a  sinking  fund. 

'  Mr.  Benett^  of  Wilts,  was  surprised  to 
hear  his  hon.  friend  express  an  opinion, 
that  taxation  was  not  the  cause  of 
agricultural  idistress.  If  taxation  was 
not  the  cause  of  that  dbtress,  how  happen- 
ed it  that  the  English  farmer  was  unable 
to  compete  with  the  foreien;  when  the 
soil  and  climate  of  Ensland  and  his  own 
iodustry,  fully  ^  entitled  him  to  a  re- 
yminerating  pncef 

Mr.  Batmrk  contended,  that  the  ques- 
tion embraced  by  the  amendment,  was  not 
one  of  such  mean  importance  as  to  be 
taken  up  incidentally  m  the  manner  now 
proijipsed. 

Sir  £•  KnatchhuU  said,  he  felt  some 
^Qoilty  ii^  deciding  u£on  tbp  (course 


which  he  ought  to  pursue  on^  the  present 
ocimsion.  He  oould  not,  consistenuy  with 
his  duty,  in  aoknowledgiiignhe  Speech 
from  the  throne,  put  a  negative  upon  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  mover  of  the  ori- 
ginal address ;  neither  could  he  vote  for 
an  amendment,  which  went  hastily  to  an* 
ticipate  measures  that  would,  indueeourse^ 
come  more  regularly  before  them.  It  was 
agreed  on  all  sides  that  great  distress  pre- 
vailed among  particular  classes  of  the 
community.  The  ministers  pledgedithem* 
selves  to  submit  their  view  of  tlui  state  of 
the  country.  Had  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
amendment  suffered  ministers  to  suggest 
Uieir  measures  before  he  proposed  hia 
own,  then  indeed  the  question  would  have 
been  fairly  brought  to  issue;  and  the 
House  could  determine  upon  the  maturest 
consideration  of  the  views  on  both  sides. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  very  ready  to 
say,  that  had  not  ministers  embodied  in 
the  address  an  admission  of  the  existing 
agricultural  distress,  and  simiiar  principlea 
of  economy  with  those  disclosed  in  the 
amendment,  he  should  -have  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  vote  against  their  proposition.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the'government  of  the 
country  would  not  adopt  the  necessary 
remedy,  but  must  be  driven  to  economise 
by  a  certain  party  in  that  House.  Upon 
that  observation  he  should  merely  ob* 
serve,  that  whenever  any  measurea  were 
adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  they 
must  emanate  from  the  government;  for, 
unless  they  did  so  originate,  he  knew  they 
would  be  perfectly  useless.  It  was  there- 
fore his  anxious  wish  that  the  question 
should  be  left  in  their  hands.  If  the 
noble  marquis  did  not  take  the  eourse  be 
had  promised,  then  such  an  *  aasendmaiit 
as  was  now  proposed  might  be  very  pro- 
perly considered.  At  present  he  thought 
the  amendment  premature,  for  ministers 
stood  pledged  to  lose  no  time  in  submitting 
tlieir  views  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  if  he  wanted 
any  new  argument  to  fix  the  vote  which 
he  had  determined  to  give^— if  be  wanted 
any  additional  reason  to  inSuence  that 
vote,  it  had  been  abundantly  furnished  1^ 
the  ^on.  baronet  who  spolce  last,  one  of 
the  representatives  for  the  county  of  Kent, 
the  most  distressed  of  all  the  i^cultural 
countiea  in  England.  The  reasoning  of 
the  hon.  baronet  amounted  to  thia-^that 
nothing  from  any  quarter,  aav^  the  rainla*- 
ters,  could  hope  for  success  in  that  House 
—that,  lie  the  quarter  ever  so  respectable, 
be  the  pneasuif  eyer  sp  sounds  be  the 
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•exigency  ever  so  urgentt  unleM  ''that 
taeature  had  the  support  of  loiDlstere, 
▼ain  were  its  hopes  ot  succcsa,  useless  its 
chance  oi  adoption*  Tb6  country  might 
perish,  the  state  of  the  county  of  Kent 
tn^t,  if  it  were  possible,  become  even 
more  wretched  than  it  was— still,  no 
laeasare  could  eter  hope  for  success,  un- 
len  it  originated  with  so? emment.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  the  non.  baronet ;  firom 
which  another  consequence  followed  (for 
it  was  part  of  the  same  proposition),  that 
if  no  measure^  howerer  useful,  could  suc- 
ceed without  the  concurrence  of  govern- 
ment, a  measore  not  the  most  sound,  not 
4he  most  beneficial,  not  the  best  suited  to 
the  possible  wants  of  the  country— nay, 
even  detrimental  to  its  interests,  disap- 
pointing its  Just  hopes,  and  frustrating  lU 
most  neednil  expectations — had  some 
chance  of  success  there,  if  it  had  the 
countenance  of  the  ministers  of  the  Crown. 
That  being  the  hon.  baronet's  opinion— 
tluill  being  his  true  and  candid  declaration 
of  the  e&ctive  utility  of  the  House  of 
whidi  he  was  a  member— such  being  the 
fact  respecting  that  House,  which  the 
lion,  baronet  thought  proper  to  proclaim 
to  the  countrgTr  he  the  more  marvelled  at 
the  hon.  baronet's  conclusion,  which  was 
the  very  reverse  of  the  premises  he  had 
laid  down.  Sardy  the  hon.  baronet's 
conclusion  ought  to  have  been,  that  he 
ahould  take  care  how  he  voted  against 
any  measure  tha$  would  remedy  the  evil 
of  which  he  complained.  The  only  reason 
the  hon.  baronet  assigned  for  not  pledging 
the  House  now  to  some  measure  of  relief 
was,  that  the  ministers  were  planning  a 
remedy  which  they  were  to  disclose  ten 
or  twelve  days  hence.  Entertaining  that 
opinion,  the  hon.  baronet  ought  to  have 
seen  that  it  became  the  House  to  take  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity  of  stating  the 
4H>une  of  relief  which  ought  to  be  taken 
in.  the  present  crisis ;  l]Scaose,  if  they 
waited  until  the  ministers  were  ready— if 
they  suffered  ministers  finally  to  make  up 
their  minds,  regardless  of  the  wishes  of 
the  coimtry,  then  he  had  the  authority  of 
the  member  fior  the  county  of  Kent  to  say, 
and  his  own  opinion  to  fortify  him  in  tne 
belief  of  it,  that  whatever  measures  such 
:mintsters  proposed  would  be  infallibly 
jkU>pted.  Should  their  measure  of  relief 
•be  to  operate  an  increase  in  the  sinking 
4und,  or  be  ^piagt  other  expedient,  then 
would  the  Hornet  find  it  too  late  to  mter- 
iHwex  the  measure  of.  the  minister  would 
wierga  no  modifioationi  and^tfae  conflia 


C(nild  only  terminate  one  way,  between 
miniaters  and  that  House.  Not  meaning 
to  place  this  confidence  in  ministers,  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment ;  conceiv- 
ing that  by  doing  so  he  gave  no  ofience, 
not  even  the  slightest  to  his  sovereign ; 
for  it  was  the  ancient  constitutional  duty 
of  parliament  well  to  advise  hb  majesty  in 
the  arduous , affairs  of  his  realm.  They 
were  to  give  counsel  to  the  throne:  not 
to  carry  op  the  smooth  language  of 
flattery  in  set  phrases— not  to  re-echo 
trite  sentences  of  adulation,  but  to  deliver 
wholesome  truths,  regardless  whether  they 
were  agreeable  or  displeasing  to  the  mi- 
nisters, who  were  alone  the  authors  of  the 
King'a  Speech,  and  who  were  also  the 
proposers  of  the  Address,  which  was  in 
fact  an  answer  to  themselves.  The 
amendment  did  not  pledge  the  House  one 
way  or  the  other,  respecting  the  disposal 
of  the  sinking  fund.  It  was  the  grossest 
delusion  to  give  it  such  an  interpretation. 
The  only  thing  to  which  it  pledged  the 
House  was,  to  adopt  a  rigid  system  of  r^ 
trenchmeht,  to  reduce  unnecessary  estab- 
lishments, and  to  diminish  taxation,  for 
the  relief  of  a  suffering  people.  Whether 
that  relief  were  to  be  obtained  by  an  ap- 
plication of  the  sinking  fund  or  by  a  re- 
duction of  taxes,  was  an  ultimate  opinion, 
not  expressed  or  incorporated  herie.  In 
adopting  the  amendment,  the  House  had 
no  more  to  do  with  that  question,  than 
they  had  with  the  arithmetical  calculations 
of  his  hon.  friend,  which  they  of  course 
could  not  sum  up  or  check  at  the  instant, 
and  for  one  cipher  of  which  they  did  not 
commit  their  accuracy.  They  were  hia 
hon.  friend's  calculations  alone :  they  were 
his  reasons  alone :  and  he  alone  was  re- 
sponsible for  their  accuracy  and  for  the 
interesting  facts  he  had  mixed  op  with 
them.  Tiiose  who  voted  for  the  amend- 
ment only  acted  in  that  spirit  which  the 
exigencies  of  the  case  demanded,  and 
which  that  House  would  betray  its  duty 
to  the  people,  if  it  did  not  then  adopt.  He 
should  have  felt  that  he  had  not  dis« 
charged  his  duty,  if  he  had  refrained  from 
stating,  that  the  very  reasons  urged  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Kent  for  voting 
agahist  the  amendtnent, .  were  in  them- 
selves the  strongest  which  could  be  ad- 
duced in  its  support. 

^  Sir  E.  KnatchbuU  said,  in  explanation^ 
that  the  leahied  gendeman  had  put  such 
an  interpretation  upon  what  had  faUen 
firom  him,asitcbuldnotin  common  firfmesa 
bear.   It  wosnotbi&yitentiQpiiosayaDy 
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thinff  iaconskteat  with  tbe  oonUkutioaal 
prrvHei^s  and  lights  of  that  Houiew 
All  be  meant  to  aay  wa^  that  a  maaaure 
ID  which  ;tbe  country  was  ao  TilaUy  tfi-» 
terested  aa  this,  must  of  necaaaity  ba  a«p« 
ported  by  goveminant,  otherwiee  it  comi 
sever  be  expected  to  aucoaed. 

Lord  Pamer$tou  aaid,  that  the  atate- 
nent  of  the  learned  geademaDy  of  what 
Iiad  faUea  &om  tbe  boo.  barooeti  waa  tbe 
greatest  misrepretentation  of  the  driflof 
hia  argument  that  could  poatibly  be  eon* 
ceived.  The  hon.  baronet  had  objected 
to  the  amendment  upon  parharoentary  and 
perfectly  constitutional  grounda*  He  felt 
that  it  waa  an  attempt  haatihr  to  intertfoae 
between  that  Hooe  and  theuur  considera- 
lionof  a  mo8^  imponant  queatioo.  The 
original  addreaa  acknowledged^  not 
only  the  neceaaity  of  retrenofamenU  but 
that  atepa  had  been  taken  to  BoakeaU  po^ 
aible  reductiona.  Tbe  hon.  mekaber  for 
Aberdeen,  however,  waa  detetmined  not 
to  wait  to  aee  tbe  extent  of  thoae  teduo- 
tiona,  but  wiabed  haatily  to  dn^  the 
Houae  into  a  vague  and  general  deelafa«> 
tioD^thatit  waa  expedient  to  reduce  taxa- 
tion to  an  eittent  which  wotdd  be  inooii^ 
aiatent  with  the  aecuf  ily  of  the  empire. 

Lord  4m  Hamikon  obaervedv  ihaa  the 
aiqiportera  of  BMniatera  caat  wholly  Out  of 
their  view  tbe  inability  of  the  people  to 
pay  tjie  oppreaaive  taxea  which  waghed 
^  than  down,  and  talked  of  the  neceaatty  of 
aupporting  their  ayatenn  aa  if  la  the  re» 
aourcea  of  the  country  they  had  utiliaaited 
funda  to  avail  themselvea  ef«  If  the 
Houae  looked  at  tbe  conduct  of  miolstneai 
thoy  Buist  aee  what  little  reliance  waa  to 
be  placed  on  their  pfedgea  of  economy. 
They  bad  over  and  again  BMrie  reaehitietii 
and  declarationa*  and  (to  uae  the  noble 
lord'a  pbraao)  had  atultified  themselvea 
by  departiag^  nroHi  them«  The  fhct  waa^ 
Ibey  must  either  atultify  their  peat  con- 
ductg  or  egregioualy  atukify  their  future 
deliberationa.  In  the  report  of  the  agri- 
cultural committee,  the  extent  of  the  dta^ 
treaa  waa  admitted,  but  tbe  ooantry  waa 
left  without  remedy  or  hope«  Tboaewith 
whom  be  acted  aaw  no  other  reaaedy  than 
a  oraotical  reduction  of  the  expeMiture 
or  the  coaiitry.  It  waa  the  groaaeat  ii^- 
jaatice  to  hia  hod*  friend'a  afBendaaenti  to 
aay  that  it  pledged  the  Homae  to  an  ab«- 
jvntioB  of  th^  rfttkii%  fond.  It  did  no 
atieb  thing.  Thoae  who  voted  for  the 
aanandaMOt,  pledged  themaelvea  to  m 
^^eeific  BBode  of  reduction;  but  tfioae 
wh0  voted  i«liait  it,  nol  coly  dhlcrcditei 
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themselvea,  bat  diaappoinled  the  juat  ex- 
pectationa  of  economy  and  i^nenchnient% 
which  the  miniatera  bad  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the  aovereiga  at  the  ckMe  of  the  laat 


Mr.  Marryo^obaerved,  that  tbequeatioa 
here  waa,  whether  tbe  aituatioB  /  of  the 
country  did  net  abaolotely^  call  for  auch 
an  amendment  aa  that  which  had  been 
propoaed?  It  waa  net  cmly  t^iricultuee 
that  waa  aulfering ;  the  distresa  extended 
itaelf  to  numereua  daaaea  of  the  cem«- 
muaity.  It  waa  objected  to  the  amende 
ment,  that  it  went  to  pledge  thoae  who 
voted  for  it  to  an  interftrance  with  the 
sinking  fund*  He  did  not  take  it  in  that 
light*  It  left  that  queation-  a#  perfectly 
open  aa  the  original  addreaa  did.  In  phuu 
terma,  all  who  thought  reduction  abac* 
hitely  neceaaary  were  bound  to  vote  for 
the  amendment ;  all  who  were  df  the  con^ 
tcary  opinion  would  vote  for  the  origimd 
addreaa. 

Mr.  Lemnard  aaid,  he  had  waited  tUi 
the  debate  waa  on  tbe  point  of  concluding^ 
in  the  hope  that  the  obiecthe  had  in  view, 
in  the  obaervatioa  he  ahould  make,  wooM 
have  been  attained  through  the  roeana  of 
aome  member  of  greater  hnportance  tfian 
hiaMeUl  He  could  not  refrain  frem  stat^ 
ing  how  much  he  laaseated  that  in  the 
promiaea  of  retrenchment  which  they  had 
heard  from  the  throne^  no  allusion  had 
been  made  to  a  reviaion  of  the  civtt  lis^ 
He  thought  that  a  reduction  in  that  btanch 
of  the  eataUialimttit  would  be  very  tm^ 
portent,  both  oO  account  of  the  actual 
aaving  which  aught  be  made  in  it,  w^A 
becauae  it  would  be  an  aasuraoce  of  the 
sincerity  of  those  professions  of  ecooomyv 
which  oMild  net  now  be  listened  to  by  the 
House  with  much  confidence.  The  true 
dignity  ef  the  Drown,  would  not,  in  hia 
opinion,  be  at  all  iaapaired  by  a  dimiautioD^ 
in  this  time  of  need,  of  the  expenditures 
On  the  contrary,  be  was  sure  the  affec* 
tions  of  the  people  would  be  more  con* 
firmed  towards  it,  if  his  nuyesly^  and 
those  who  composed  hia  court,  ahodd 
show  theasaekes  ready  to  submit  to  ihoae 
privationa  wfaieh  the  present  circumstances 
Baadeattotherpa*scDaferi.  Bcaideathia^ 
it  waa  to  be  recoliecied  that  the  civil  hat 
estd)Mrfmieilt  hadbeen  fimned  spfaeo  the 
value  of  money  waa  not  nearly  what  it 
Bow#aa,  CdDcurring  with  tbeehsuwa 
tiofk  of  the  fight  ItoB.  member  fbr  Knaraa*. 
borott^,  that  from  the  eaoduct  of  the 
House  that  night  the  country  amuld  rof* 
cetva  an  imitecMioa  o£  ita  nakdisfgrntsasi 
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%6  relieve  the  distresses  4>f  tkecountry^ 
he  ftliMikl  gha  notice,  that  he  i¥ould,  on 
an  earl/daV)  tnofe  an  address  to  hb  ma* 
jesty,  iumUy  to  request  him  to  recom- 
liiead  to  tho  Hoose  a  redaction  of  the 
Vsrioiis  expenses  of  the  civil  list  establi^ 
menu 

•  The  House  divided :  for  the  amend- 
raent  8d.  Agamst  it  171.  The  onglnal 
address  aras  ihea  put  and  agreed  lo 

List  of  the  Minoriiy* 

Abereromby^  bon.  J,  Leonard,  T.  B« 

AsteU,  W.  Lushington,  Dr. 

Baring,  Henry  Lethbridge,  sir  T, 

garret,  S.  M.  Maberly,  John 

BeDYon,  Benj.  Maberly,  W.  L. 

Bir<^  Joseph  Macdonald,  J. 

BrongbaniyU.  Madooka,  W/A. 

Bright,  Uen^  Martin,  John 

Bordetty  sir  y.  Jdonck,  J.  B. 

Bnry,  vise.  Moor^  Peter 

Benelt,  John  Maijoribanks,  S. 

Bentinck,  lord  W*  Marryat,  Joseph 

?lake,  sir  F.  NeviUe,  hon.  R. 

alcraftj  John  Newport,  sir  John 

Calvert,  C,      '  Nugent,  lord 

Carter,  John  thd,  W. 

CliftoD,  vise.  Ossulston,  lord 

Gurwea,  J.  C.  Palmer,  col. 

ereevy,  T.  Palmer,  C.  F. 

Cnrteis,  E.  J.  Phillips,  G.  R* 

Clanghton,  T.  Price,  B. 

Penison,  W.  J.  Robarts,  A. 

Denman,  T.  '  Robarts,  G. 

PuoeannoD,  vise.  Robinson,  sir  G. 

Ebrington,  vise.  Row]«y,  sir  W. 

EUice,  £d.  Rambold,C. 

Fergusson,  sir  R.  C.  Rice,  T.  S. 

Folkestone,  vise,  Riokfprd,  W.  ,, 

Fane,  John  Smith,  W. 

Fox,  G.  Lahe  Smith,  Robt. 

^fal^an,  James  Smith,  Sam. 

Grenfell,  Pascoe  Smith,  hon.  R. 

Qipps,  George  Scarlett,  J. 

Haldimand,  W.  Sefton,  earl  of 

Hamilton,  lord  A.  Stuart,  lord  J. 

Heathcote,  sir  G.  Sebright,  sir  John 

Heathcote,  G.  John  Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  6. 

Heron^  sir  R.  Tennyson,  C. 

HtU,  lord  Arthar  Whitbread,  W.  U. 

Uobhonse,  J.  C.  Whitbread,  S. 

tlonywood,  W.  P.  WilUams,  W. 

Uog^eiV  ^'  L.  Wilson,  sir  R. 

Hutchinson,  hon.  Wood,  aid. 

a  H  WyviU,  M. 
James,  W.  telxbss, 

Johnson,  col.  Hume,  Joseph 

Lambton»  J.  G.        ^  Bennet,  hon.  H.  O. 
'  Mr.  Bemal  and  colonel  Davies  were  acd- 
dentally  Ant  out 

HOUSB  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday^  February  7. 

*  Si^m  OF  Ibeland.]     The  Earl  of 


Liverpeol  gsve  notice,  of  hfs  hitention  to 
moveio-foorrow,  that  tlie  Standing  Orders, 
26  and  105,  relative  to  the  passing  of  hills, 
be  suspended,  and  now  moved  that  their 
lordships  he  summoned. 

Tlie  Marquis  of  Lansd&wn  said,  he 
understood  the  motion  of  which  the  noble 
earl  had  given  notice,  had  reference  to  a 
bHI  on  the  state  of  Ireland.  He  thereforo 
wished  tp  take  that  opportunity  of  cd** 
ling  the  attentioD  of  ^e  House  to  the  pa- 
pers which  had  been  laid  before  the  House, 
and  on  which  the  necessity  for  the  bin 
would  be  founded*  He  had  understood 
the  noble  earl  to  Bscy  in  the  debate  on 
Tuesday  that  his  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  a  legislatite  measure  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland  was  founded  upon  urgent 
representations  firom  the  government  of 
Ireland,  calHng  for  an  extension  of  the 
law.  Now,  upon  looking  at  the  papers 
on  the  table^  he  found  in  them  no  urgent 
demand  for  additional  authority— no  re- 
presentation that  an  extension  of  the 
powers  already  vested  In  the  executive 
government  ^as  necessary.  Then*  lord- 
ships, before  they  passed  any  legislative 
measure,  ought  to  have  the  representation 
of  Che  Irish  government  distinctly  before 
them ;  and  be  pot  in  possession  of  all  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  application  was 
made.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
noble  earl  would  consent  to'  lay  before  the 
House— not  all  the  despatches  he  had 
received  from  the  lord-lieutenant  on  the 
subject  of  the  disturbances-— but  such  part 
of  them  as  sliowed  it  to  be  the  opinion  of 
the  Irish  government,  that  an  increase  of 
authority  was  necessary  to  the  restoration 
of  tranquillity.  He  was  the  more  induced 
to  make  this  request,  because,  after  rea- 
ding the  papers  which  had  been  laid* on 
the  table,  though  he  saw  resson  to  suppose 
that  the  Irish  government  considered  the 
present  disposable  military  force  insuffi- 
cieni  for  the  suppression  of  the  disorders, 
he  could  no  where  find  in  those  papers  any 
declaration  of  an  opinion,  that  the  existing 
Isws  were  insuflBaent.  In  one  instance 
only  did  an  individuid  express  a  wish  for 
the  revival  of  the  Insurrection  act.  It 
might  certainly  be  the  opinion  of  the  lord 
lieutenant  that  a  farther  extension  of  the 
powers  of  the  law  was  necessary,  but 
there  existed  no  evidence  of  that  opiilion 
in  the  papers. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpooi  said,  that  there 
was  evidence  sufficient  to  warrant  the  pro- 
Dosition  he  riiould  have  to  make  to  the 
House,  on  a  measure  which  he  expected 
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would  come  to  their  lordahipt  to-morrow 
from  another  place.  Upon  the  face  of  the 
paperti  there  certainlv  old  not  appear  any 
denumd  of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  tne  noble 
marquis;  but  it  did  not  follow,  that  no 
audiapplication  had  been  made.  He  had 
no  difficulty  in  most  distinctly  stating,  that 
the  measures  which  would  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  their  lordshios 
came  recommended  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Irish  go? emment.  Tneir  lordships  would 
easily  understand,  that  this  opinion  mi^ht 
be  accompanied  by  communications  which 
it  would  not  be  convenient  to  lav  before 
parliament.  Their  lordships  would  recol* 
lect,  that  in  passing  measures  similar  to 
that  now  intended,  it  had  not  been  usual 
to  ground  them  on  that  pardcplar  kind  of 
evidence  re/)uired  by  the  noble  marquis. 
In  the  present  case,  a  general  view  of  the 
state  or  the  country  was  sufficient ;  more 
particularly  as  the  whole  subject  of  the 
state  of  Ireland  would  at  a  future  period 
come  under  the  consideration  or  par- 
liament. 

Lord  EUenborough  expressed  his  sur- 
prisot  that  in  the  information  communica- 
ted to  the  House,  nothing  had  been  said 
of  the  cause  of  the  disorders.  He  thought 
that  when  a  remedy  was  contemplated,  th^ 
cause  of  the  evil  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  In  tite  papers  on  the.  table 
there  appeared  no  demand  for  increased 
powers.  Farther  information,  certainly, 
ought  to  be  afforded.  He  couJd  not  help 
thinking  it  a  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, that  though  the  yeomanry  had 
been  formerly  calkd  out,  it  was  the  yeor 
manry  of  the  north,  not  those  of  the  south 
of  Ireland,  where  the  disturbances  pre- 
vailed. 

Lord  Holland  considered  the  course  of 
argument  taken  by  the  noble  earl  opposite 
to  be  very  extraordinary.  He  asserted 
that  measures,  such  as  that  which  was 
about  to  be  submitted  to  their  lordships, 
were  not  usually  preceded  by  evidence 
of  the  kind  he  had  required.  In  his 
speech  he  professed,  that  the  proceexl- 
ingS'On  the  measure  were  in  the  usual 
course,  and  vet  his  motion  had  for  its 
object  to  enable  their  lordships  to  pass  a 
bill  in  a  wav  contrary  to  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  the  House.  From  what  little  atten- 
tion he  had  paid  to  the  .state  of  Ireland,  it 
appeared  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  an 
increased  force  might  be  required  by  the 
Irish  government ;  out  there  was  nothing 
in  the  .information  before  the  House  to 
warrant  the  opinion  that  an  increase  of 
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powers  was  Hsked  by  that  government. 
He  could  no  where  see  reason  to  conclude 
that  there  was  any  deficiency  in  the  exist- 
ing law.  The  measure  contemplated  waa 
equivalent  to  the  establishment  of  martial 
Uw;  and  their  lordships  oug^ht  to  be  fully 
satisfied  of  its  necessi^,  betore  they  gave, 
it  their  sanction.  Much  as  he  deplored 
the  employment  of  military  force,  bis  con-, 
sent  to  an  increase  of  that  force  would  ba, 
more  easily  wrung  from  him,  than  that 
alteration  of  the  Uw  which  the  noble  earl 
bad  in  view.  If  the  noble  earl  would  show 
that  the  measures  of  rigour  he  had  in  view 
were  demanded  by  the  Irish  government,, 
and  that  there  were  sufficient  grounds  for 
that  demand,  he  would  accede  to  his  pro- 
position, painful  as  it  was  to  think  tliat 
twenty-two  years  after  the  union  with 
Ireland,  coercion  was  still  to  be  employed 
in  the  government  of  that  unfortunate 
country. 

Lord  King  could  not  understand  for 
what  reason  the  opinions  of  the  Irish 
government  were  not  given.  This  waa 
one  of  those  practices  which  .  prevented 
their. Iqrdships  from  fixing  responsibility 
any  where.  The  servants  of  the  Crowa 
here  say  they  make  a  proposition  on  the* 
application^}f  other  servanu  of  the  Crown ; 
but  upon  what  authority  the  latter  make 
the  demand,  was  not  m  evidence  before 
their  lordships. 

Their  lordships  were  then  summoned  for 
to-morrow. 

HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday i  TArwiry  7. 

AORICULTUnAL  DISTRESS — PETITION 

FROM  KoRFOLK.]  Mr.  Cokt  rose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  the  owners  and  occu- 
piers of  land  in  the  county  of  Norfolk — a 
county  in  which  agriculture  was  carried  on 
at  less  expense,  and  more  corn  was  grown 
on  poor  land,  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
state  of  that  county,  in  consequence  of  the 
depression  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
was  of  the  most  heart-breaking  descrip- 
tion ;  and  to  no  man  did  that  circumstance 
give  more  pain  than  to  himself,  who  had 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  endea- 
vouring to  improve  its  condition.  It  was 
dreadful  to  behold  the  distress  and  alarm 
which  pervaded  every  part  of  the  county*, 
The  requisition  calling  upon  the  sheriff  to 
convene  the  meeting,  at  which  the  peti- 
tion which  he  held  in  his  hand  was  agpreed 
to,  was  signed  only  by  the  yeomanry; 
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add  a  bote  ra^ectable  body  of  men  did 
not  exist.  He  was  roclined  to  believe 
tiiat  tbree  out  of  every  five  who  had 
gigDed  the  requisitioo  were  persons  who 
Imd  formerly  been  the  supporters  of  go- 
teroment.  Those  persons  were  now  con- 
▼inced  pf  their  error— perhaps  reluc- 
tantly; but  distress  had  nad  a  share  in 
brmaing  tbem  to  their  present  state  of 
mind.  The  cotmty  of  Norfolk,  he  waff 
proud  to  say,  was  the  first  to  set  the 
example  of  petitioning  parliament-^an 
exainple  which  he  tru^ed  would  be  fol* 
lowed  by  other  counties,  until  they  had 
all  browght  their  complaints  before  the 
legislature.  He  hoped  to  hear  the  pub- 
Uc  Toice  resound  on  this  subject  from 
all  quarters  of  the  country.  Unless 
there  should  be  an  union  of  both  whigs 
and  tories,  unless  the  coun^  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  should  com- 
bine their  eflbrts,  the  total  destruction 
of  the  a^eulturai  interest  must  ensue. 
The  petition  prayed  for  economy  and 
vefonn.  It  described  the  distress  which 
existed  ;  and  declared  that  taxation,  over- 
whelming and  all-devouring  taxation, 
was  the  cause  of  that  distress. ,  The  pe- 
tition prayed  for  Jthe  reduction  of  taxes, 
and  particularly  of  those  which  were  im- 
posed on  malt,  saU,  leaUier,  catidles  and 
other  necessaiy  .articlai  of  consumption, 
which  would  afford  Ae  country  relief  to 
the  amount  of  Bve  millions,  .without  any 
real  injury  to  the  revenue.  How  asto- 
nbhed  must  .the  country  be  X6  hear  the 
dedaration  of  ibe^^hancellof  of  the  ex- 
dieauer,  that  the  removal  of  any  tax 
would  be  an  ag^tatipfi  of.  thei.  existing 
distress  I  Qrapious  God  1 '  At"  a  time 
when  the  people,  from  one  end'^  of  the 
country  to  the- oiheir, .  were  complaining 
of  distress,'  were  ihey  to  be  told  by  a 
hard-hearted*a'nd  Callous  government,  on 
the  ficst  day  of  the  session  too,  that  they 
were  to  meet  with  no  relief,  and  that 
their  complaints  wojil&  be  disregarded? 
He  did  not  Suppose  that  the  petitions  of 
the  people  would  be  attended  to  by  that 
House;  but  he  certainly  did  not  expect 
to  hear  that  doctrine  so  openly  avowed. 
There  had  been  persona  wno  looked  up 
to  that  House  as  a  land  of  hope,  corrupt 
as  it  was,  proflfgate  as  it  was^Fcries  of 
••Order.'^J 

*  The  Smeakei*  said,  he  was  sure  that  a 
moment^  refledioki  would  convince  the 
boo.  member  dllir  he  had  transgressed 
the  limits  of  fair 'debate. 

Mr.  Coke  apologized  for  having  said 

VOL.  Vh 


what  was  considered  improper.  He  knew 
that  he  was  warm,  and  it  was  natural 
that  he  should  be  so.  It  was  understood, 
however,  that  the  people  were  nOt  likely 
to  obtain  redress  from  that  House.  The 
petition  would  perhaps  better  explain  the 
view  which  he  entertained  with  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  that  House,'  than 
he  could  hiiqself.  It  stated  that  retrench^ 
ment  would  do  much  tovrards  the  relief 
of  all  classes  of  the  community ;  and  he 
must  remind  them,  that  although  an  hon. 
member  had  shown  last  isession  that  there 
was  no  branch  of  the  expenditure,  either 
foreign  or  domestic,  in  which  reduction 
might  not  be  made,  yet  large  majorities  had 
always  been  found  to  reject  his  proposi« 
tions.  **  Therefore,"  said  the  petitioners, 
^*  it  is  our  decided  conviction,  that  the 
corrupt  and  defective  state  of  the  repre* 
sentation  is  the  true  source  of  the  pre« 
vailing  distress,  and  that  until  the  peo« 
pie  shall  be  fairly  represented  in  parlia- 
ment, no  relief  is  to  be  expected.''  The 
hon.  member  for  Kent  had  indeed  told 
the  House,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  the 
other  evening,  that  no  measure  could  suc- 
ceed in  that  House,  which  did  not  origi- 
nate with  ministers— a  circumstance  which 
did  not  surprise  him,  when  he  reflected 
on  the  number  of  persons  who  held  situa- 
tions of  profit  and  emolument  like  that 
hon.  member. 

Sir  JE:.  KnakkhuU  said,  that  after  the 

gointed  allusion  which  the  hon.  tiaembei^ 
ad  made  to  him,  and  the  reproof  to 
which  he  had  been  subjected,  he  felt  it,  his 
duty  to  explain  what  he  conceived  to  be 
a  very  considerable  misrepresentation  of 
what  he  had  said  on  a  former  evening,  and 
to  deny  in  ioto  the  unfounded  charge  which 
the  hon.  member  had  thought  fit  to  bring 
against  him.  The  hon.  member  had  allud- 
ed to  what  he  described  as  the  gains  and 
g refits  of  his  public  situation:  He  felt 
imself  called  upon  to  answer  this  allusion 
in  the  name  of  the  county  which  .he  re- 

E resented.  If  what  was  stated  by  the 
on.  member  were  true,  that  county  would- 
not  have  returned  him  to  parliament  as 
its  representative.  With  respect  to  what 
had  fallen  from  him  on  a  former  night, 
he  thought  he  could  offer  an  explanation,' 
from  the  truth  of  which  no  man  of  can- 
dour would  dissent.  If  he  had  said  any 
tbrog  firom  which  itcould  be  inferred  that 
be  questioned  the  right  of  the  House  t^ 
adopt  any  measure  which  it  thought  pro- 
per, he  should  kideed  be  unworthy  of  a 
seat  in.il ;  but  in  fact  he  had  only  staled' 
'     H 
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that  which  bad  been  a  commoo  obserratioo 
with  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  -He 
had  8aid«  with  respect  to  the  particular 
question  before  the  House  at  that  time, 
Uiat  it.  would  be  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  country,  that  the  measure  should  be 
first  propounded  by  government  rand  if 
it  shciild  appear  not  to  be  of  a  character 
likely  to  attain  the  desired  end,  then 
would  be  the  time  for  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  suggest  what  they  might 
think  proper.  He  bad  not  been  properiy 
treated  by  hon*  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide.  One  learned  member  ( Mr.  Brougham  ) 
bad  replied  with  considerable .  warmth  to 
the  objBerrations  which  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  make.  He  was  willing  to  pay  that 
deference  to  the  learned  gentleman  which 
bis  commanding  talents  entitled  him  to^ 
and  would  not  meet  his  reproof  with  an 
angry  ^ling ;  but  if  he,  or  any  other 
bon.  member,  could,  by  making  a  per- 
sonal attack  upon  him,  think  to  deter  him 
from  pursuing  the  line  of  conduct  which 
bis  duty  required,  he  had  formed  a  very 
erroneous  estimate  of  his  cliaracter.  He 
bad  formerly  expressed  the  opinion,  which 
be  would  now  repeat,  that  it  would  be  but 
fair  to  leave  ministers  at  liberty  to  bring 
forward  their  measures,  without  being  an- 
ticipated by  any  ill-judged  project,  pro-* 
ceeding  from  any  other,  quarter* .  The 
bon.  member  for  Norfol(c  might  be  assured, 
that  he  would  not  allow  any  angry  feeling 
to  prevent  him  from  co-operating  with 
bim  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  relief  for 
the  agricultural  interest*  They  were 
agreed  upon  the  '  extent  of  the  distresa 
which  pressed  upon  agriculture.  He 
would  vote  with  the  bpo.  -member,  in 
support  of  any  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
duce that  relief  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest of  which  it  stood  so  much  in  need; 
but  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the. 
mixing  up  of  other  considerations  with 
tbe  great  question  oniy  tended  to  injure 
the  cause. 

Mr^Broughofn  said,  he  need  not  remind 
the  House  that  it  was  as  fitting  for  him  to 
make  the  observations  which  be  had  made 
upon  the  bon.  member's  speech,  as  it  was 
within,  the  scppe  of  the  boo.  member's 
d[uty  to  make  that  speech.  He  had  as 
jierfect  a  rigbt.tp  state  l^a  unbiassed  sen- 
timents upon  ^he  public  conduct  of  the 
boi^  member,  provided  he  oiade  use.  of  no 
i^isrepresentatiou,  :as  the  bon.  member 
bad  to  hold  that  conduct.  If  he  •mis- 
understood the  bon.  member,  it  was  open 
tp  the  bon.  membec  to  aet  him  right  by 


jlgricukufal  Didress. 


im 


explanation.  He  could  only  mmt  that  he 
bad  heard  the  bon.  member  explain  on  a 
former  evening,  and  hdd  now  heard  bis 
new  explanation;  and  still  thought  that 
no  man  who  had  listened  to  the  boo.  meni«> 
ber  could  say  that  be  (Mr.  B.^  bad  not 
rightly  understood,  and  rightly  repre- 
sented, his  observations. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  said,  that  the  distress 
under  which  the  agricultural  interest  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk  laboured  was  greater 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  petition 
prayed,  and  very  pro|)erly,  that  reductiona 
might  take  place,  not  only  in  the  military 
and  naval  departments,  but  in  every 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure.  The  pe- 
tition called  for  a  reduction  of  the  civil  list, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  such  reduction  ought 
to  take  place  immediately.  He  did  not 
expect  that  any  great  saving  wouU  be  ef- 
fected by  the  reductions  which  might  be 
made,  but  such  measure  would  conciliate 
the  countrv,  and  this  wan  an  important 
object.  The  bon.  member  particularly 
urged  the  necessity  of  repealing  the  tax 
on  malt.  The  petition  concluded  with  a 
prayer  for  the  reform  of  parliament.  He 
confessed  he  did  not  know  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  reform  that  was  asked  for. 
Before  he  could  give  an  opinion  on  the 
question,  be  must  wait  till  it  came  before 
the  House  in  a  definite  shape.  Hn  bon. 
colleague  was  in  the  habit  of  saying,  that 
he  never  deceived  his  constituents.  He 
did  not  know  .whether  his  bon  colleague 
meant  to  insinuate  that  others  had  not 
acted  so  uprightly  as  himself;  but  be 
thought  his  bon.  colleague  ought,  in  cpm- 
mod  manliness,  to  name  the  mdividual  or 
individuals  at  whom  be  pointed. 

Mr.  Lackkart  contended,    that  some 
speedy  measures  of  relief  must  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  total  ruin  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest.  It  was  said  by  some  persons, ' 
that  public  credit  and  the  agricultural  in- 
terest must  stand  or  fall  together*— that 
the  stockholder    and    the  agriculturists 
must  go  hand  in  hand.  But,  how  did  they 
go  band  in  hand  ?    The  rentals  of  the 
kingdom  had  been  reduced  from  fifty-one 
millions,  to  ten  millions,  whilst  the  pub-^ 
lie  creditor  still  received  the  same  amount ' 
of  interest  as  formerly.  •  He  did  not  at* ' 
tribute  any  callosity  of  heart  to  Biinisteva^ . 
but  he  believed  their  judgment  was  not  * 
sound.    They  contended  that  the  main* 
tenance  of  public  credit  would,  of  itself^ 
afford  relief  to  the  agriculturist.    He  be« 
lieved  the  converse  of  that  proposition  ta 
be  true*    He  implored  the  House  to.con* 
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iider  tile  way  in  which  the  public  peace 
might  be  affected,  if  the  distress  in  which 
the  agricuf  tural  interest  was  plunged  were 
not  removed.  Might  not  the  scenes  which 
were  now  acting  in  Ireland  occur  here  ? 
Already  in  the  west  and  midland  countiesi 
the  farmers  were  unable  to  pajr  their  rents ; 
and  the  time  would  soon  arrive,  when 
they  would  not  possess  the  means  of  pay- 
ing their  labourers.  Then  the  conse- 
quences would  be  alarming.  Some  remedy 
might  be  found  for  the  prevailing  distress 
in  economy  and  retrenchment,  as  well  as 
by  guarding  against  the  too  great  impor- 
tation of  com. 

Mr.  Ltuhington  said,  that  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  not,  as  had  been  represented,  been 
so  calioBS  or  hard-hearted  as  to  declare 
is^amst  the  reduction  of  any  taxes.  What 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  contended  was^ 
that  the  maintenance  of  public  credit  was 
the  best  means  of  reducing  the  burdens 
which  pressed  upon  the  country,  and  that 
a  sweeping  reduction  of  taxes,  which 
would  put  public  credit  in  jeopardy,  must 
have  a  bad  effect  upon  the  general  interests 
of  the  'Community.  With  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  he  thought  the 
most  reasonable  cburse  to  pursue  was,  to 
wait  io  hear  what  retrenchment  govern- 
ment Intended  to  make  before  any  mea- 
sure was  proposed  similar  to  that  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen, 
which  must  have  the  effect  oi*  injuring 
public  credit. 

Mr.  Hnme  was  sure  the  hon.  gentleman 
could  not  have  read  the  amendment  which 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the 
House,  it  did  not  propose  to  reduce 
taxation  so  as  to  endanger  the  public 
credit.  Indeed,  he  had  already  disclaim- 
ed any  such  intention.  The  amendment 
simply  proDosed,  that  reduction  should 
not  be  confined  to  one  or  two»  but  should 
extend  itself  to  all  departments.  He  had 
certainly  understood  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  say,  *<  Do  not  reduce 
taxation,  for  that  will  aggravate  the  bur- 
dens of  the  country.''  He  was  happy, 
however  to  receive  the  explanation  which 
ministers  had  thought  proper  to  give,  after 
eight  and  forty  hoursdeliberation;  though 
be  believed  that  the  declaration  of  his 
ri|ht  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey),  that 
ministers,  whatever  they  might  say,  would 
be  compelled  to  reduce  the  tases,  had 
conduced  to  bring  it  about. 
•  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


AODRBSS  ON  TRB  KlN6*S   SpEBCH  AT 

THE  Opening  of  the  Session.]  Mr. 
Robert  Clive  appeared  at  the  bar,  with 
the  report  of  the  Address  on  the  King*^ 
Speech.  On  the  motion  that  it  be 
brought  up, 

Mr.  CuTXoen  said, that  althoughit might 
beheld  in  the  House,  that  do  member 
was  at  all  pledged  by  the  contents  of  the 
address,  yet,  as  that  sort  of  doctrine  was 
not  well  understood  in  the  country,  he 
wished  to  make  a  f^w  remarks,  lest  by 
silence  it  might  be'  inferred  that  he  for 
one  placed  any  confidence  in  his  majesty's 
ilsinisters.-  In  his  conscience  he  believed 
that  ministers  were  not  fully  apprised  of 
the  extent  of  the  distresses  of  the  8gn-> 
culturists.  Little,  therefore,  could  be  ex- 
pected from  them  ;  and  what  had  entitled 
any  man  to  hope  any  thing,  or  at  least 
any  thiag  adequate  -to  the  existing  evil, 
from  that  House,  he  could  not  determine. 
Great  sacrifices  had  been  and  must  be 
made  by  individuak ;  and  he  had  been 
much  disappointed  by  the  Speech,  when 
he  found  that  it  contained  nothing  to  lead 
to  the  supposition  that  the  Crown  would 
be  ready  to  follow,  though  not  to  set  such 
an  example.  He  was  glad,  therefore,  that 
notice  of  a  motion  had  been  given,  the 
object  of  which  was,  to  compel  the  Crown 
to  diminish  its  expenditure.  Ministers 
had  required,  that  the  vote  for  the  Address 
should  be  unanimous;  but  were  they  in  a 
situation  to  expect  unanimity?  They 
differed  amongst  themselves  most  im- 
portantly ;  at  least,  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  at 
all  accord  with  the  statement  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  a  former  night. 
The  House  had  distinctly  understood  the 
latter  to  assert,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  injurious  than  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  taxation.  Did  be  still  retain  that  opi- 
nion, or,  within  the  last  eight  and  forty 
hours,  had  he  seen  reason  to  alter  it  ?  it 
seemed  quite  ^  clear,  either  that  the 
currency  must  be  altered,  or  the  taxes  be 
reduced ;  and  in  his  own  view,  after  the 
important  change  in  the  circulating  me- 
dium recently  effected,  the  abandonment 
of  it  was  highly  to  be  deprecated.  Ha 
did  not  ask  that  agriculture  should  be 
preserved  at  the  expense  of  manufactures; 
and  he  admitted,  that  to  raise  the  price 
of  grain  by  artificial  means  at  the  nresent 
moment  would  be  injurious  to  tne  im- 
proved commercial'  condition.  He  re- 
quired only  such  a  reduction  of  taxes 
affecting  the  farmeri  as  would  put  him  oa 
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a  kvd  with  other  classes  of  the  commum^y  • 
£very  word  that  fell  from  minUters  on 
this  vital  subject  (Lew  like  lightoiDg  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdoo}  to  the  other.  Ac* 
cordiqgly,   their   proposed  loan    of  five 
xnillions  of  Exchequer  bills  was  known  by 
this  time  in  the  remotest  comers  of  the 
empire.    Pid  they  mean  to  advance  them 
upon  no  security  i    Probably  not ;  and  if 
Upon  the  security  of  landy  what  man  would 
be  now  mad  enough  to  spend  fresh  capital 
oti  land,  which  never  could  giv^  him  the 
means  of  repaying  the  loan  ?  This  remedy 
surpassed  what  he  fancied  evefi  the  pre- 
sent ministers  to  be  capable  of.    He  ad- 
mitted that  public  credit  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported,  if  possible ;   but  would  it  be  pre- 
served  by  persevering  in  taxes  that  could 
never  be  collected?    The  Speech  from 
the  throne  was  fallacious :   thQ  revenues 
were  not  flourishing:  he  could  not  stultify 
himself  by  believing  that  they  were  so, 
when  h^.  saw  that  men  were  living  upon 
their  capitals — not  upon  their  incomes* 
The  supposed  improvement,  he  wa^  per- 
fuadedy  arose. only  from  accidental  and 
temporary  causey  and  ought  rather  to 
^xcue  alarm  for  the  future,  than  joy  for 
the  present.   He  maintained,  that  in  some 
wav  or  other  the  assistance  of  the  fund- 
holder  must  be  called  in :  h,e  was  for  equal 
taxation,  and  in  no  other  way  could  the 
country  be  saved.    It  might  be  said  that 
there  was  an  act  of  parliament  to  the  con- 
trary ;   but  let  those  who  produced  it  be- 
ware of  what  had  happened  to  the  French 
nobility  and  dergy,  aifter  they  insisted  on 
their  exemption  from  taxes.    Had  they 
been  less  obstinate,  they  might  still  have 
been  in  possession  of  their  estates*    Was 
DO  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  want 
of  employment  i    If  no  relief  were  given 
to  the  agricultural  interest,  a  great  part 
of  the  lands  of  the  country  must  be  left 
uncultivated.    He  hoped  what  had  fallen 
from  the  horn  member  for  Kent  would 
have  due  weight  with  ministers.    Tibis 
great  subject  ought  to  be  discussed  with 
no  mixture,  of  party  feeling ;  and  though 
he  was  one  of  the  firmest  friends  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  he  did  not  think  the 
present  the  fit  time  for  introducing  that 
subject.    The  sentiment  throughout  the 
kingdom  was  so  strong,   so  irresistible, 
that  the  warmest  supporters  of  govern- 
ment must  here  desert  them ;  and  when 
once  free  (com  the  mfluence  of  place  and 
po^er,  this  question  might  itself  be  the 
prst  ftep  towards  a  reform  in  the  House 
of  CommQus.    The  want  of  emplpymeot 
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QiiMit  lead  to  internal  ci9|nB9QtMH)s  r  it  b»4 
been  the  cause  of  them  in  IrelaJ94,  aa4 
would  be  the  cause  of  then)  her^.  If  nq 
religious  or  political  feeling  opened  ixk 
Ireland,  to  what  but  the  deepesj^  distcsttS 
could  tlie  lawless  proceedings  (here  hs 
attributed)  Did  ministers  wish  such 
bloody  scenes  to  be  performed  in  Eingland, 
If  they  did,  they  could  not  pursue  a  hettcc 
course  than  that  which  they  had  begun. 

The  report  was  then  brought  up  and 
agreed  to* 

State  of  Irxlakd.]  The  Papers  re- 
lative to  the  disturbed  state  of  Ireland 
(laving  been  read. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  rose,  in 
pursuance. of  notice,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  that  part  of  his  majesty's 
Speech  which  related  to  the  internal  state 
of  Ireland.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
think  him  sincere  when  he  said,  that  he 
never  had  been  called  upon  to  perform 
any  duty  more  painful  to  him,  whethex 
he  contemplated  it  in  his  public  or  in  hi^ 
private  character.  From  experience  of 
the  manner  in  which  Ireli^nd  had  om- 
ducted  herself  of  late  years,  it  was  cer- 
tainly to  have  been  hoped,  either  that 
tranquillity  would  have  been  preserved, 
or  if  it  were  disturbed,  that  it  micht  have 
been  restored  without  the  melancholy 
contemplation  that  it  was  necessanr  to  re- 
press outrage  by  the  strong  arm  or  power^ 
It  was  a  cause  of  additional  distress  to 
him,  that  it  had  fallen  to  hi^  lot  to  bring 
forward  this  subject:  it  more  properly 
belonged  to  right  hon.  friends,  who,  from 
their  offices,  were  particularly  resppnsiUe 
for  the  state  of  Ireland.  He  co^ld  not 
give  a  more  pregnant  proof  of  the  ur^ncy 
attaching  to  this  busmess,  than  tp  state 
that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty,  not  merely  at 
the  instance  of  the  administration  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  but  at  the  express  soli- 
citation of  the  individual  now  charged 
with  the  government  of  Ireland,  not  to 
delay  its  introduction,  until  his  right  hoo» 
friends,  the  secretary  for  Ireland,  and  the 
secretary  for  the  home  departi^^qt,  weire 
able  to  assist  in  the  deliberations  of  th^ 
House.  He  therefore  threw  himself  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  he 
performed  a  task  distressing  to.  him^elf, 
and  which  would  come  with  greater 
weight  and  authority  from  those  who  were 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  in- 
terior state  of  Ireland.—He  would  now 
endeavour  tp  state,  a^  ^or^y  as  passive, 
the  nature  of  his  propositions,  and  the 
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\  vhioh  ha  rested  .tbem.  if 
tie  vfitifeeat^  \f^  cppypy^ug  to  the  Hou^e, 
Wi^a  bis  iieaie  of  wbut  t|)e  case  de- 
mandedy  on  every  pnopi(^e  of  piiblip 
policy  and  pi^blic  fafi^y*  oq  pY^ry  priocir 
pie  of  p>iUic  order,  ai>d  piiprcy  to  ti^  um 
fortunate  «il4  deluded  beings  epgaged  ip 
thii  r^^fllipiui  in^urfectw,  i^  wp\ild  be 
the  mpre  gri^pfi^  ta  bb  fe^ings ;  beiHHise, 
Dothing  could  be  so  f^ioful  as  tp  dwell 
upon  so  raplaochqly  9^  sob|jept.  He  .should 
best  execme  his  purpose  ^y  first  sttHing 
thp  pa^re  of  the  meaiures  be  sbopld 
au^eft ;  iq  the  next  places  lhe  period  for 
which  he  prpppiied  they  sbopld  cootipue ; 
and  thirdly,  pp  should  epdpa^our  to  es* 
tablisb  tl)p  grpupds  on  wbiob  those  mea- 
sures apptPT^  to  be  of  p](i|;ent  necessity 
to  the  gpvemment  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  Upon  the  best  view  mipistprs 
had  been  able  tp  take  of  the  whole  ques* 
tion,  and  a(  the  imiqediate  instance  of  thp 
]ord  lieulepapt  pf  Ireland  and  his  advisers, 
tbpy  bsd  delen^ined  to  prof^o^,  that  par- 
liament Qusht  to  propepd  with  thp  least 
poHible  deiipijr,  tp  fumrfl  the  exeoutivp 
pathoritie^  w  Irplapd  wUh  additional 
powpif  ior  thp  refttpra^tiop  of  the  public 
peace.  They  h«d»  tbf^ove*  rpsplved  to 
recomaipnd  to  tjie  Ifpiise  the  ro-enapt- 
ment  of  the  losurfeetipn  billy  as  well  as 
a  former  law*  commonly  ]cnown  by  tbe 
title  of  the  Habeoi  Qorpiu  Suspension  act, 
under  which  persons  suspected  of  being 
dangerous  might  he  apprehended  and  sp- 
curpd.  Before  he  proceeded  to  argpe 
how  fAT  the  case  was  pf  a  description  to 
induce  parliament  to  cpa4)ly  with  thn  ap? 
plication,  he  wished  tp  apprise  Ihem  of 
the  duratipn  it  was  intjendeo  to  give  these 
ce-tnactmeats.  Hp  ani^iotisly  hoped  it 
would  not  he  found  neppssaj^y  to  renew 
eiihpr  of  ihese  bills  beyond  the  Istof  Au- 
gM^;  morp  especially  tbpt  by  which  tbe^ 
HafMfis  Qnjm^  act  wps  tp  b#  suspended. 
He  was  preparied  to  adpiit»  tbpt  of  all 
pajpful  m.pasures  th|9  last  wb»  the  most 
paiptul ;  and  nothing  Vpt  tbe  siroagest 
imarpssipp  of  its  phsoUup  necessity  could 
indpce  htm  to  propone  i^.  He  could  not» 
without  the  utmost  relpotppoe,  deny  to 
any  class  of  his  majefty's  9Vl^cts  the  en- 
joyment of  that  in^portpqt  wnl,  p^icb  had 
pnd  fit^y  Ipog  been  cpn^iidered  opp  of  tbe 
best  and  dearest  birth-rights  of  £pglislvi 
men.  Hp  belipveid  that  the  prewnt  waa 
tbe  firsit  pccasion  pn  wl^ch  U  hi^l  ever 
t^n  prsi^ospdto  rev^tbp toswrreotioo 
act  for  a  tio^p  so  licnited*  WlMenevpr  pam 
)ia««cni  bpd  pdop^  ihis  |irQ$;aAitipnaryi 
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mepspre,  to  be  applied  locallyi  and  oi^ 
the  statement  of  an  adeqi^ite  emergency, 
no  shorter  period  for  its  duration  than 
three  years  bad  yet  been  Qxed^  As,,  bow- 
evoTi  be  trusted  to  be  able  to  persuade 
thp  Hpuse  |o  pas#  it  npw  with  thp  least 
possible  delpy,  pe  should  be/iorry  tp  npmp 
apy  time  for  its  continuance  bpyond  what 
(he  undeniable  necessity  of  the  case  fplly 
warranted.  In  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
sessipn,  it  would  be  open  tp  tbp  Hopse 
to  cpnsider  whethpr  a  renewal  of  the  bill 
might  or  might  not  bp  expedient.  Dis- 
turbances bad  existed  in  the  bosom  of  the 
metrppolis,  and  then  it  was  that  tbe  Hopse 
had  formerly,  at  one  sitting,  passed,  not 
op)y  the  Habeas  Corpm  Suspension  pet,  bu^ 
a  measure  knowp  by  the  title  pf  the  Martial 
law  bill|  which  in  some  respeets  was  in>« 
finitely  more  strong  than  the  Insdrreptioa 
act.  The  papers  just  laid  imon  the  table 
presented  nothing  short  of  absojfple  re^ 
bellion,  prevailing  in  a  copsiderablp  por-% 
lipn  of  the  south  apd  south-west  of  Ire-r 
land*  Rebelliop  was  in  tbp  fields  it  was 
charpcteriaed  by  every  iPark  bploaging  to 
Insurrection;  resistance  tp  ihe  law,  dp- 
fiance  pf  the  constituted  authoritips>  pnd 
every  component  principle  of  rebellioiu 
The  judgment  pnd  discrptiop  pf  bif  ma« 
jesty's  lieptepant  in  Ireland  must  carry 
we^ht  in  every  quarter  of  the  House*  pnd 
he  was  most  decidedly  of  ppiniop  tbat 
such  extraordinary  powers  could  np^  be 
too  soon  communicated.  He  therefore 
called  for  them,  both  pp  tbe  responsibility 
of  the  government,  here  and  on  the  re« 
sponsibilityofthenoblemarquisimmediate- 
Iv  cbargedwith  the  ad  ministration  of  tbeaf- 
&rsof  Ireland,  Heclaimedof  the.House  that 
it  would  pot  consider  that  these  laws  were, 
called  for  merely  on  the  streogih  of  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  papers  upon  the 
table.  He  appreliended  tbat  bon.  gen- 
tlpmep  had  always  beld  it  coasistept  with 
their  duty  to  place  a  fsuir  degree  of  con* 
fidpncein  mipistersin  oases  of  public  ex- 
igency. Even  before  a  secret  €onuniite« 
tbp  disclosure  of  all  tbp  partipulars  known 
to  the  cabinet  bad  sometimes  not  been 
tbpugbt  expedient ;  and  the  cases  were 
pot  few  in.wbi,oh  parliament  bad  taken  the 
exigency  pp  the  declaration  of  the  re-. 
spopsible  advisers  of  the  Crown.  .  Ho' 
had  already  stated  that  tbe  papers  con* 
tpinesd  such  details  as  proved  the  dear, 
i^oubted,  but  melancholy  fact,  tbat  ac- 
tual rebellion  was  at  that  moment  in  the 
fieUinthe  south  and  south- west  of  Ive*- 
1«^,    He  could  cpnceivft  nothing  more 
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qalculated  to  encourage  the  spirit  of  dis-^ 
affection,  and  to  appal  and  dismay  the 
loyal  subject,  than  for  parliament  to  he- 
sitate now  in  strengthenmg  the  hands  of 
government,  as  it  had  done  in  the  time  of 
le  predecessor  of  lord  Wdlesley,  when 
Ireland  was  exposed  to  peril,  not  of  a  more 
serious  nature  than  at  tne  present  moment. 
It  afforded  hioa  considerable  satisfaction^ 
to  be  enabled  to  state,  thai  the  existing 
rebellion  in  Ireland  was  not  diaractcrised 
by  any  of  those  wild  and  theoretical 
principles  of  government  which  at  this 
moment  might  be  said  to  pervade  the 
world  [**  Hear,  hear,**  from  the  Oppo- 
sitibn  benches].  The  spirit  in  which  tnat 
remark  was  received  certainly  did  not 
show  that  the  measures  now  before  the 
House  were  unnecessary.  Thete  was  a 
clear  distinction  between  a  rebellion  of 
ij^orance  and  of  knowledge.  Here  pres- 
srag  need  and  distress  were  the  source  of 
the  calamity ;  and  if  politics  had  been  in- 
volved in  the  movements  of  the  distractors 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  it  was  certain 
that  such  proceedings  could  not  end  in  an 
extension  of  liberty.  But,  because  po- 
litical motives  were  not  now' attributable 
to  the  rebels,  was  certainly  no  reason 
why  the  rebellion  should  not  be  met  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law.  If,  in  the  pre- 
sent Insurrection,  those  symptoms  which 
existed  on  other  occasions  were  not  to  be 
traced— if  in  this  instance  men  of  edu- 
cation did  not  take  part  with  the  disaffect- 
ed, and  thereby  accomplish  more  per- 
manent injury— It  did  not  follow  that  the 
consequences  were  not  to  be  dreaded,  and 
if  possible  avoided.  The  rebellion  now 
carried  on  was  not  indeed  directed  against 
any  particular  constitution  or  form  of  go- 
vernment under  which  we  lived,  but  it 
was  directed  against  every  principle  of 
government— against  ever^  tie  by  which 
mankind  was  united — against  the  first 
principles  of  social  order.  The  object 
was,  by  physical  power,  to  overthrow  and 
destroy  all  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country ;  and  it  called  into  aid  the 
most  desperate  crimes  by  which  our  na- 
ture could  be  degraded— murder  and  as- 
sassination. He  was  happy,  nevertheless, 
to  be  able  to  say,  that  as  political  feeling 
was  not  mixedf  up  with  the  existing  dis- 
turbances, so  religious  animosities  had  no 
connexion  with  them.  Let  not  the  House, 
however,  be  sure  that  if  it  delayed  to  act 
with  vigour  and  effect  against  these  in- 
fatuated traitors,  the  rebellion  might  not 
acquire  both '  a  religious  and  a  political 
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diaracter.  Holding  as  hi^Iy  as  any  man 
the  propriety  of  conciliation  in  general, 
he  begged  to  dechre  that,  to  connect  it 
with  the  bills  now  under  consideration, 
woiHd,  in  his  view,  be  a  course  most  fatal 
to  the  public  interest.  He  earnestly  de- 
precated the  tnixture  of  any  suchtnatters : 
this  was  in  no  respect  the  fit  opportunity 
foMhe  right  hon.  baronet  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  atiy  case  of  grie« 
viince:  this  was  not  the  time  for  dis- 
cussing why  Ireland  was  more  suscep- 
tible of  commotion  than  Scotland,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  empire,  or  why  a 
better  system  of  legislation  might  not  be 
pursued  with  regard  to  the  Catholics. 
The  object  now  was,  to  put  down  all  law,  and 
to  dispose  of  all  property ;  for  this  re- 
bellion went  to  nothing  short  of  that 
point :  ever}'  thing  was  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  unknown  system  of  some 
invisible  government :  by  that  it  was  to 
be  decided  how  gentlemen  were  to  let 
theur  lands,  or  whether  they  should  let 
them  at  all.  This,  in  short,  was  a  re- 
bellion of  murder  and  plunder ;  and  if  the 
House  supported  the  motion  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  it  would  sow  more  deeply 
than  ever  the  seeds  of  perpetual  ais- 
turbance.  He  therefore  most  solemnly 
protested  a^inst  mixing  up  matters  of 
gtievahce  with  the  question  of  the  main- 
tenance of  Che  Taw :  it  was  only  in  times 
of  tranquillity  that  the  House  could  legis- 
late with  wisdom  and  effect  upon  such 
subjects.  He  felt  much  confidence,  that 
the  right  hon.  baronet  would  give  due 
weight  to  these  considerations,  and  assist 
him  in  pursuing  a  course  which  all  who 
were  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Ireland 
must,  he  thought,  be  disposed  to  follow— 
k  course  which  the  distinguished  in- 
dividual who  had  not  lone  smce  so  ably 
advocated  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics would  be  anxious  to  second,  and 
which  had  been  prudently  and  temperately 
adopted  on  a  former  occasion.  When 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  disturbance 
and  confusion,  the  year  before  last,  the 
House  had  heard  no  desire  from  any 
quarter,  that  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
snould  be  taken  into  consideratton ;  all 
parties  then  studiously  abstained  from 
their  introduction,  and  it  was  not  until 
tranquillity  had  been  perfectly  restored  Hi 
this  Country  (Ireland  in  the  interval  re- 
maining undisturbed),  that  the  question, 
in  which  they  were  so  deeply  interested, 
waa  brought  under  the  notice  of  parlia- 
menu    Ik  tnined  Aat  ihe  heade  mA- 
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kaders  of  the  CalboUc  bod¥  lo  Irdand 
would  not  wish  their  diswilities  to  be 
mixed  up  ,vith  this  great  and  paramount 
object  of  enforcing  the  law,  and  of  pro* 
tecting  tbe  lives  of  the  king's  loyal  sub* 
jecfs.  No  course  could  be  more  fatal  to 
Ireland  or  to  the  expectations  of  the 
Boman  Catholics,  than  that  which  on  the 
former  e?ening  the  right  hon.  baronet 
seemed  disposed  to  recommend.  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  look  at  this 
ouestion  as  one  which  was  extremely  pain- 
nii  to  the  executive  government,  on  whom 
the  duty  of  bringing  it  forward  necessarily 
devoIvM.  He  hoped  hon.  gentlemen 
would  judge,  from  the  course  pursued  by 
l^vemment  /or  many  years  towards  the 
aister  country,  how  anxious  those  at  the 
head  of  the  national  aflStirs  were  to  secure 
its  peace  and  tranquiDitv  ;  how  desirous 
Ih^  felt  that  the  cloud  which  at  present 
darkened  its  prosperity  should  speedily 
pass    away.     It   was    true,    that   many 

J  fledges  had  been  ^iven  to  the  people  of 
reland  of  the  anxious  desire  entertained 
by  government,  that  they  should  enjoy 
ail  the  blessings  of  the  law  and  constitu- 
tion. The  very  delay  which  had  taken 
phu:e  In  bringing  this  subject  under  the 
consideration  of  parliament  was,  in  itself, 
a  proof  of  the  conciliatory  spirit  which 
animated  the  breast  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment. They  were  most  anxious,  be- 
fore they  demanded  extraordinary  powers 
from  parliament,  that  they  should  be  pos- 
sessed of  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  Ireland ;  and  they  were  also  desirous 
of  learning  what  effect  was  likely  to  be 
produced  by  the  application,  in  the  South 
of  Ireland,  of  certain  remedies  whidi  had 
been  found  effectual  in  the  West.  The 
county  of  Gralwuy  had  manifested  great 
symptomsofinsubordination— afactwhich, 
be  believed,  an  hon.  friend  opposite,  to 
whose  exertions  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  in  an  adjacent  county  was^  chiefly 
to  be  attributed,  could  fully  substantiate : 
tbe  county  of  Galway  had  been,  in  fact, 
most  dangerously  disturbed,  but  it  was 
restored  to  tranquillity  by  a  due  exercise 
of  the  powers  of  the  law,  aided  by  a 
large  mihtary  force.  In  the  same  way  a 
specud  'Commission  was  sent  into  the 
county  of  Limerick,  and  additional  troops 
were  also  marched  there ;  but  the  effect 
was  not  the  same.  These  measures  pro-, 
ved  to  be  almost  wholly  inefficacious:  and 
therefore  it  was,  that  extraordinary  powers 
were  now  called  for.  He  was.  quite  sure 
^t  the  Aoble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
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vemment  of  Ireland,  however  noxious  he 
must  be  to  administer  the  law,  as  it  now 
stood — ^however  desirous  he  must  be,  like 
bis  predecessor,  to  make  the  people  of 
Ireland  duly  feel  and  appreciate  the  be- 
nignant sway  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
under  which  they  lived,  must  at  the  same 
time  be  convinced,  that  the  first  duty 
which  he  owed  to  that  country  was,  to 
cause  the  law  to  be  respected,  and  to  show 
that  legal  enactments  were  capable  of 
securing  both  persons  and  property.    He 
would,  therefore,  have  been  trifling  with 
the   true  principles  of  moderation  and 
of  justice,  if  he  had  not  come  to  that 
House,  when  the  necessity  was  %o  evident, 
for  those   extraordinary  powers   which 
were  resorted  to  on  former  occasions,  as 
the  only  remedies  against  evils  simihtf  to 
those  which  now  existed,  in  an  alarming 
degree.    He  was  under  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  sUting  to  the  House,  that  smce 
the  receipt  of  the  despatches  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table,  fresh  accounts  had 
been  transmitted  from  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, which  showed  that   the   mischief 
was  considerably  aggravated,  both  in  cha- 
racter   and  degree.     Some  transactions 
had  occurred,  so  horrible  in  themsehes, 
and  so  painfully  distressing  to  the  feelings 
of  those,  who,  like  himselt  were  intimately 
connected  with  Ireland,  that  he  could  not 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  particulars.    The 
practice  of  attacking  houses  had  increased 
to  an  alarming  degree,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, was  accompanied  by  circumstances 
of  extreme  barbarity.    In   one   case,  a 
house  in  which  there  were  16  police-men, 
was  surrounded  by  a  body  of  2,000  insur- 
gents; who,  not  beine  able  to  effect  their 
object  by  the  use  of  fire-arms,  had  re- 
course to  fire,  in  order  to  compel  the 
legal  force  to  surrender.    In  that  afiray 
those  sixteen  individuals  who  were  em- 
ployed lo  preserve  the  peace,  were  either 
killed  on  the  spot,  or  dangerously  woun- 
ded.    The  omcer  who  commanded  the 
flarrison  of  Cork  stated,  that  he  bad  seen 
large  bodies  of  men  in  tlie  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that   city;   and, 
tliou^h  troops  were  sent  into  tbe  western 
district,  and  even  marched  into  the  moun- 
tains, they  had  not  been  able  to  drive  those 
deluded  people  from  their  fastnesses.    He 
had  therefore  every  reason  to  believe  that, 
unless  the  executive  government  was  armed 
with  such  powers  as  the  Insurrection  act 
and  the  Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act  would  confer,  the  present  disturbances 
. could  jDoi. be ,  eftctqally  put  down.    The 
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JAsurroottoii  floi  wAb  pe€v\Uklf  applieabltf 
to  the  exisUng  etil*  AU  the  operations  of 
those  misgaided  men  were  carried  oe  by 
night*  The  fisiting  of  houses/ the  forcing 
open  dwellings^  in  more  oases  to  obtain 
armst  but  in  many  to  possess  themself  es  of 
other  property^  were  effected  in  the  night 
timeii  Large  nances  of  kisargeMs  on 
horseback  travelled  fi^osa  dne  distant  part 
of  a  dAmty  to  another  by  night,  for  the 
purpose  of  more  seoim^y  effecting  their 
illegal  designs.  He  truMed  that  tlie  Hoose 
wo«d  not  call  on  him  to  state  all  the  rea« 
sons  which  had  induced  the  lord  lleotenant 
to  tdsb  for  the  adoption  of  the  Insnrrection 
acu  What  he  had  ^m^  #as,  he  thooghc^ 
qmte  sufflMBt  for  hie  parpose.  Ih  his 
•pinion,  the  most  advaMageous  view  n^ileh 
ceukL  be  taken  of  this  r^ettioa  waS|  that 
it  was  wholly  oenfined  le^  the  ignorant 
chiisos  of  the  peopie-^lo  those  who  were 
without  propertyr  withcM  personel^  fnSu- 
cnoe,  without  education— -with  those,  in 
short,  who  were  far  removed  from  the 
h%her  orders  of  society.  None  of  the 
laUer  were  in  any  degree  connected  with 
it;  and  he  was  hapny  to  say,  that  the  sin* 
cerity  of  those  ardent  manifestatioos  of 
loyal  and  oonstitutioAa]  feeling  which  he 
had  recently  witnessed  i»  Ireland,  was  not 
to  be  doubted,  on  aeeouot  of  the  distur^ 
bances  which  unhappily  prevailed  in-  dif- 
ferent districts;.  The  ififluenee  of  time, 
the  extension  of  eiviliaaclor.,  and  the 
encooragememJ  of  education,  would  render 
triumphaart  that  conciliatory  feelii^,  which 
the  imprudence  of  individuals,  who  endea- 
voored  to  push  the  principle  too  far,  and 
too  suddenly,  ha4  shaken,  but  had  not 
deslrojired.  It  wss  perfectly  compatible 
with  the  present  state  of  aiairs  in  Ireland, 
(extraordinary  as  it  might  seem),  that  that 
country  was  now  in  a  better  situation  than 
at  any  ftsraier  period,  althou^  a  portion 
of  iu  population  was  arrayed  against  the 
legal  authorities*  Those  who  were  in  this 
state  of  insobordinatibn  were  put  in  mo- 
tion, partly  by  distress,  partly  by  evil  ha- 
biCsi  and  partly  by  that  system  of  cabal 
and  faction  which  i^as  always  resorted  to 
fer  the  purpose  of  effecting  particular  ob^ 
jectsy  fAiieh  nothing  but  time  oould  re- 
Buive.  Stilly  lest  suoh  disturbances  might 
tike  the  mom  dangerous  tint  of  a>  political 
and  reHgiooe  nsbellion,-  pai4iament  was' 
ealledf  on  to  interpose  its  authority.  The 
itiischief  was,  at  presentr  confined  to  the 
lower  orders;-  but  it  was  not^ therefore,  to 
be  treated  lightly;  bedausoi  though  the 
erimea  of  those  ^eluded  men,  arising  from 
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ihe  caiisee  he  hid  enumerate,  formed  s( 
happy  eonfrast  to  a  rebellion  or%inating  in 
rehgious  or  political  causes,  still  if  such  an 
insurrection  were  allowed  to  rage  in  Ire- 
land for  any  considerable  period,  individw 
uals  connected  with  a  better  class  of  the 
community  might  engage  in  those  criminal 
excesses.  He  hoped,  therefore^  that  he 
did  not  request  any  thing  beyond  what  the 
necessity  of  the  case  required,  when  he 
called  on  the  House  to  enable  him  to  carry 
these  measnres  into  effect  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  It  was  his  doty  to  propose 
the  renewal  of  the  Insurrection  act,  tor  tf 
period  considerably  less  than  that  to  #hicb 
It  had  been  usnalfy  extended.  When  he 
called  on  the  House  to  agree  to  the  raea^ 
sures  which  the  state  of  Celand  rendered 
necessary  with  the  leait  possible  delay,  it 
would  be  obscfrved,  that  he  did  not  demand 
of  them  to  plaob  those  laws  oilt  of  the  reacb 
of  their  cdnsideratton  in  the  present  ses* 
sion.  Tbey  would  have  an  innnediate 
opportunity  of  judgins  of  their  operatiotk 
in  restoring  order ;  and  at  no  distant  dav, 
they  would  hear  the  sentiments  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  than  whom  no  man  pes- 
seised  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
probable  effect  of  those  measures,  as  wel^ 
as  the  opinion  of  the  chief  secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  had  arrived  in  town  that  day. 
But  after  the  representations  which  had 
been  made  to  government,  from  both  sides 
of  the  water,  as  to  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing efficient  and  vigorous  measures,  to 
olMck  the  farther  growth  of  the  existing- 
evil,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  post- 
pone the  introduction  of  the  bills  to  which 
he  had  adverted*  until  the  assistance  of 
those  gentlemeii  could  be  obtained.  The. 
noble  marquis  concluded  with  moving. 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
suppress  Insurrections,  and  prevebt  the 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace  m  Ireland.** 
Sir «/.  Newport  ooped  the  House  would 
feel,  after  the  appeal  which  had  been  so 
pointedly  made  to  him  by  the  noble  lord^ 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessarv  for  him 
to  make  a  few  observations.  If  the  noble 
lord,  in  his  high  situation,  upheld  as  he 
was  by  a  powerful  train  of  supporters  felt 
it  necessary  to  throw  himself  on  the  indul«- 
ffence  of  the  House  for  a  patient  hearing, 
how  much  more  reason  had  be  to  entreat' 
their  indulgence,  whibt  he  stated  as  briefly 
as  possible,  his  opinion  on  this  vital  ques- 
tion. However  psinfiil  might  be  the  feel- 
ings which  the  noble  lord  stated  as  actua- 
ting him  on  this  occasion^  he  could  assure* 
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%))e  Hoi»6  that  they  were  inet  by  feelings 
bn  hit  part  whieh  were  not  less  painflif, 
because  be  was  aftnid  that  he  should  be 
^compelled  to  dtfier  on  this  occasion  from 
indtviduals  whom  he  highly  respected  and 
esteemed.  The  noble  lord  had  called  the 
iattention  of  the  House  to  the  hands  in 
which  the  executive  gotemment  of  Ire- 
Itod  Wat  at  present  placed.  In  reference 
to  that  point,  he  would  take  leave  to  say 
that  there  was  no  man  in  that  House,  not 
even  the  noble  lord  himself,  who  more 
highly  respected  the  fndlvidual  now  at  the 
head  6f  the  Irish  government  than  he  did, 
or  who  was  a  greater  admirer  of  his  energy, 
his  poTiticat  talent,  his  public  spirit,  or  his 
exalted  humanity.  Long  as  his  public 
duties  had  detained  that  noble  lord  from 
Iiis  native  country,  and  although  peculiar 
circumstances  might  induce  hini  to  call  for 
Measures  of  coercion,  still  he  felt  the  most 
perfect  conviction,  that  the  noble  lord  bore 
in  hit  bosom  a  heart  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  native  country.  If  the  House 
were  now  obliged  to.  adopt  a  remedy  of 
the  kind  proposed  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
K^ent,  he  could  conscientiously  say,  that 
the  blame  did  not  rest  with  him  ;  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  error  lay 
'entirely  with  those  who  administered  the 
mffairs  of  that  countrv,  he  would  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  Journals  of  the  House,  where 
they  would  find  that,  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1817,  a  motion  was  made  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  Ireland,  which  motion  was 
negatived. — [The  clerk  here  read  the  mo- 
tion, which  was,  *<  that  an  humble  address 
bepresented  to  thd  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  his  royal  highness  would  graciously 
please  to  direct  such  a  deliberate  And  ac- 
curate inquiry,  during  the  prorogation  of 
Sarliamcnt,  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
tie  people  of  Ireland,  as  would  develope 
the  nature  and  porot  out  the  causes  of  the 
'evils  which  affected  that  part  of  the  uni- 
ted kmgdom,  and  devise  such  efficacious 
and  salutary  remedies  as  appeared  most 
'adequate  to  accomplish  that  object;  and, 
in  the  emphatic  words  of  the  act  of  union, 
^  promote  the  prosperity  and  consolidate 
\he  strength  ana  resources  of  the  empire^ 
Socfa  was  the  motion  made  in  June,  1817, 
tfnd  that  motion  was  negatived.  It  was 
#orthy  6f  remark,  that  one  of  the  tellers 
'Who  negatived  that  mbtion  was  nowsecre- 
"tery  of  state  fbr  the  home  department. 
Those  who  supported  that  motion  called 
ft^  nothing  but  that  a  patient  and  deliber- 
ttte  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  con- 
tKifotfof  the  people  of  Ireland  during  the 
VOL.  VI. 


ireieess,  so  as  tb  enable  the  House  it)  the 
next  sessioti  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the 
evil  under  which  that  country  suffered,  and 
to  apply  some  adequate  remedy.  That 
motion,  fair  and  moderate  as  It  was,  was 
negatived.  Was  he,  then,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, greatly  to  blame,  if  he  hesita- 
ted to  give  his  confidence  to  an  adminis- 
tration which  had  acted  in  this  manner  ? 
Would  he  be  ju8tiffe<l  in  blindly  placing 
his  reliance  on  the  wisdom  or  justice  ^ 
those  who  had  refused  to  examine  the  ex'- 
tent  and  cause  of  the  misfortunes  which 
afflicted  Ireland,  when  they  came  and  told 
the  House  (he  was  sorry  to  say,  with  too 
much  truth,)  that  the  fevils  reauired  coer- 
cive measures  to  put  them  aown?  No 
man  knew  better  than' he  did,  that  strong 
measures  were  necessary.  Biit  the  differ- 
ence between  the  noble  lord  and  himself 
was,  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  thos^e 
measures.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  ^  left 
us  put  down  the  rebeHion.**  So,  also,  he 
saia ;  but  he  could  not  agree  to  the  adop- 
tion of  ihost  oppressive  measures,  wh  ch 
bore  the  decerttui  semblance  of  constitu* 
tional  acts.  If  necessary,  let  recourse  be 
had  to  martial  law.  He  would  prefer  even 
that  to  the  measures  proposed  by  the  no- 
ble lord ;  because  it  was  a  plain  and  cleitr 
proceeding,  and  did  not  pretend  to  uphold 
the  constitution,  which,  in  fact,  it  super- 
seded for  a  time*  The  noble  lord  said 
much  about  the  effcacy  of  the  insfurrecttoh 
itct,  btxt  he  had  not  ottered  a  word  rela- 
tive to  the  laws  which  at  present  existed  in 
Ireland,  and  were  applicable  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times.  He  wished  the  noble 
lord  would  give  the  English  members  some 
information  relative  to  the  acts  which  were 
to  be  found  in  the  Irish  Statute-book,  the 
White  Boy  act,  fbr  instance.  He  would 
venture  to  affirm,  that  there  were  not  five 
members  of  that  Hdase  who  knew  the  na- 
ture of  that  act.  The^  noble  lord  had  al- 
luded strongly  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
peasantry  going  about  at  night.  Now, 
the  White  Boy  act  made  that  penal.  Not 
merely  was  the  going  about  at  night  in 
bodies,  but  individually,  a  penal  offence 
under  that  act.  He  knew  that  he  differed 
' — unfortunately  diff'ered— from  a  great 
body  of  his  countrymen ;  but,  while  he 
remained  in  that  House,  however  painful 
the  duty  which  it  might  fall  to  his  lot  to 
discharge,  that  duty  he  would  fearlessly 
perform.  He  could  not  bend  his  mind  td 
place  confidence— he  would  not  say  in  the 
nobld  lord,  for  he  had  no  ri^ht  to  expect 
his  <bonfidence,  he  had  never  tenderedf  hi^ 
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confidence  to  him— butbtonooftbote 
whom  he  kneir,  and  who  formed  compo- 
nent parti  of  his  adminislratioo.  The  no* 
ble  lord  had  stated,  that  these  coercive 
measures  were  demanded  bj  the  exectttive 
government  of  Ireland :  bat,  there  was 
not  a  single  word  in  the  papers  on  their 
table  wjiich  bore  out  this  statement.  On 
the  contrary,  there  was  one  instance,  in 
which  a  police  magistrate,  who  expressed 
a  wish  for  the  Insurrection  act,  coupled  it 
with  the  alternative  of  employing  more 
troops.  The  noble  lord  had  thrown  out 
an  insinuation,  that,  if  these  coercive  mea-* 
sures  were  not  resorted  to,  the  insurrection 
In  di&rent  parts  of  the  country,  would, 
perhi^,  assqme  a  political  or  religious 
character.  This  observation  filled  him 
with  very  great  concern;  because,  from 
what  he  had  himself  seen,  he  did  not  think 
the  disturbances  manifested  any  symptoms 
of  a  political  or  religious  association.  The 
best  proof  that  no  such  danger  existed  was 
to  be  found  in  this  fact^-that,  at  no  period 
in  ^he  history  of  Irehind,  had  the  Roman 
CathoUc  clergy  and  laity  encountered 
danger  with  greater  firmness,  or  signalized 
themselves  by  the  exhibition  of  greater 
spirit,  than  they  had  recently  done,  in 
■endeavouring  to  put  down  those  distur- 
bances, at  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  The 
noble  lord  said,  that  he  (sir  J.  N.)  had 
stated  on  a  former  evening,,  that  he  would 
oppose  all  measures  of  severity,  unless 
accompanied  by  measures  of  conciliation. 
No  man  was  more  devoted  to  the  preser- 
vation of  order  and  tranquillity  tnan  he 
was;  and  the  noble  lord  mistook  him,  if 
he  supposed,  that,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, he  could  lend  his  aid  to  any  thing  that 
savoured  of  a  breach  of  the  public  peace. 
The  noble  lord  might  say  that  the  safety 
of  the  state  required  the  executive  govern* 
ment  to  be  armed  with  those  extraordinary 
powers.  He,  on  the  other  hand,  who  con- 
.ceived  those  powers  to  be  too  extensive, 
would  say,  **  let  the  government  have 
what  is  necessary,  and  no  more.''  If  more 
troops  were  required ;  let  them  have  more. 
If  larger  powers  were  necessary,  let  their 
powers  be  extended.  Let  a  commission 
be  appointed,  attended  by  a  proper  num- 
ber of  troops,  to  sit  from  hour  to  hour, 
and  day  to  davt  until  the  insurrection  was 
put  down.  Though  the  House  was  as* 
sembled  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  passing 
an  insurrection  bill,  gentlemen  were  not, 
perhaps,  acquainted  wfth  the  nature  of 
such  n  nieasure.  They  ought,  when  they 
were  required  to  place  a  penal  law  on  the 


8tat§  tftrO^nd. 


[lie 


Statute-book,  to  be  thorougfalv  conversant 
with  its  provisions.  In  the  last  year  but 
one,  a  renewal  of  this  penal  measure  was 
called  for,  under  circumstances  of  as  open 
and  violent  insurbordination  as  were  ever 
stated  to  exbt.  The  hon.  member  for 
Galway  described  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  contended  that  the  Insurrec* 
tion  act  ought  to  be  renewed.  The  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland,  however,  held  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  declared  that  the  dis- 
turbances could  be  put  down  without  th» 
aid  of  that  coercive  measure..  The  House 
agreed  with  him;  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  that  formidable  rebellion  was 
crushed  without  the  assistance  of  the  In- 
surrection act.  What  was  the  feeling  of 
the  judges  on  that  subject  i  Had  not  one 
of  them,  at  Limerick,  stated  that  the  laws 
in  existence  were  sufficient  to  put  down 
the  malcontents?  Now,  what  were  the 
provisions  of  the  Insurrection  act  I  In  the 
first  place,  any  person  being  out  after  sun- 
set, and  before  sunrise,  under  any  pretext* 
whatever  might  be  the  cause  of  his  being 
absent  from  home  during  that  period,  was 
liable,  under  the  Insurrection  act,^to  trans- 
portation— ^not,  be  it  remembered,  by  the 
sentence  or  award  of  a  jury  (hear),  btu 
under  the  uncontrolled  direction  of  the 
magistrates.  The  noble  lord  had  depre- 
cated any  renewal  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion during  the  present  session,  fiot, 
however  convenient  it  might  be  to  hie 
majesty's  cabinet,  to  postpone  the  consi- 
deration of  that  subject*  he  believed  it 
would  not  be  found  practicable  to  put  it 
off.  As  he  had  been  one  of  that  party 
who  h|id  stated,  over  and  over  again, 
that  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Ireland 
would  never  be  effisctually  secured  until 
an  equality  of  political  rights  was  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  community,  he  would 
not  compromise  his  opinions  and  feelings 
by  adopting  the  sentiments  of  those  who 
told  them,  that  because  Ireland  was  in  a 
state  approaching  to  rebellion,  they  ought 
therefore  not  to  entertain  a  question,  the 
success  of  which  would  greatly  benefit^ 
and  consequently  assist  in  tranquillizing 
that  unfortunate  country.  He  nad  now 
stated  the  reasons  which  indaoed  him  to 
oppose  the  noble  lord's  proposition.  He 
hoped  he  had  done  so  without  infiaming 
any  bad  passion.  He  had  divested  hips- 
self,  as  far  as  he  could  of  every  inipres- 
sion  that  mij^t  lead  lurn  to  revive  the  re- 
collection of  unpleasant  transactions ;  and 
he  entreated  the  House  to  bear  in  mind, 
above  all  things,  that  be  wasmost  anxioop 
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to  avoid  the  fuppothkm  of  giving  any 
thmiow  of  countenance  to  those  deluded 
people  who  were  filling  Ireland^  with  die- 
tmrbance. 

Mr.  HuichinMOM  iaid,  that  determined  as 
he  was  to  oppose  the  two  measures  proposed 
hf  the  ooble  lord,  he  was  anxious  that  the 
motives  by  which  he  was  actuated  should 
not  be  subject  to  any  misrepresentation. 
He  was  aware  of  the  disffraceful  outragies 
in  Irelaadt  and  be  agreed  with  the  noble 
letd  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  put- 
ting them  down ;  but  he  did  not  agree 
that  tbe  means  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord  would  have  that  effect.  In  the  first 
place  they  were  not  authorised  by  any 
thing  that  was  to  be  found  in  the  papers 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  House. 
It  appeared  that  bodies  of  insurgents, 
amounting  to  %  S,  and  5,000  men,  had 
been  invariably  disperied  by  parties  of 
tbe  military  not  amounting  to  more  than 
SO,  50,  or  GO  men.  From  these  facts,  he 
iBfened,  tbit  if  the  powers  of  tbe  magis- 
tracy were  enforced  by  a  sufficient  num- 
ber'of  troops,  tbe  insurrection  might  be 
efiictoally  put  down.  The  suspension  of 
tbe  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  a  measure,  in 
his  opinion,  by  no  means  applicable  to 
tke  present  conditton  of  Irelsoa ;  for  such 
a  measure  was  only  called  for  in  case  of 
actual  rebellion,  or  the  apprehension  of 
reteilion.  There  was  nothins  political  m 
the  disturbances  of  Ireluid,  whatever 
miaht  be  said  of  their  extent  or  atrocity; 
and  iherefore  he  could  not  conceive 
either  of  the  measures  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord  Kkely  to  do  any  good  in  that 
country.  The  noble  lord  had  quoted  the 
precedent  of  1809,  for  the  proceeding 
which  he  at  present  pressed ;  but  there 
was  no  analogy  whatever  between  the 
two  cases,  the  insurrection  of  1808  being 
actually  rebellion,  while  the  persons  coo- 
oemedinitwere  of  every  different  descrip- 
tioo  from  those  who  now  appeared  to  ex- 
cite the  conduct  of  the  Irish  peasantry. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  lord  and  others, 
that  those  who  had  violated  the  law 
should  be  punished  for  that  violation ;  but 
then  he  would  call  forinauiryas  to  the 
causes  which  had  driven  the  unfortunate 
peasantry  to  such  acts  of  desperation.  It 
aiust  be  recollected  that  none  of  the  pro* 
mites  held  oat  at  the  Union  to- tbe  Irish 
aation  had  been  realised.  He  did  not 
mean  the  promises  with  respect  to  Cstbo* 
lie  emanopatiQn  and  other  measures  of 
frMI  importance;  but  those  of  inquiry 
ttto  tbe  general  condition  of  Irebndf, 


with  a  view  to  the  application  of  an  e&c- 
tual' remedy,  which  the  Irish  were  told 
should  immedialely  follow  the  enactment 
of  the  Union.  Such  was  distinctly  the 
promise  made  by  the  most  distinguished 
members  of  tbe  government  of  the  day. 
Such,  indeed,  was  the  language  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  of  the  noUe  marquis  himself,  and  of 
lord  Clare,  who  pledged  themselves,  as 
well  as  all  their  colleagues,  to  the  insti- 
tution of  the  inquiry  which  he  had  de- 
scribed as  soon  as  the  Union  was  carried.' 
Yet  this  pledge  was  never  redeemed :  no 
inquiry  wliatever  as  to  thestate  of  Ireland 
had  ever  since  been  instituted  or  pro- 
posed. How,  then,  were  the  Irish  peo« 
Sle  likdy  to  feel  towards  the  legislature 
y  whicii  they  had  been  so  treated,  or  to- 
wards the  statesmen  who  had  so  scanda- 
lously violated  their  positive  promises? 
But,  while  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land was' thus  withheld,  wben  any  dis-' 
turbance  arose  in '  that  country,  nothing 
was  proposed  by  ministers  to  meet  it  but ' 
measures  of  violence.  He  did  not  with- 
hold his  assent  from  the  proposed  mda- 
sures  through  any*  distrust  or  disrespect,  ^ 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  tbe  no*' 
bleman  who  at  present  presided  over  the 
government  of  Ireland.  This  observation 
waa  not-  made  with  ai^  view  to  join  in 
idle  panegyric  upon  that  nobleman,  with 
whom  be  had  not  the  honour  of  any  per- 
sonal acquaintance.  It  did  not,  however, 
appear,  mm  any  paper  on  the  table,  that 
tms  noble  lord  had  cidled  for  the  extra- 
ordinaiy  powers  with  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  invest  bim ;  but  if  the  noble 
marquis  had  even  mado  that  call,  he,  for 
one,  would  never  accede  to  it.  All  that 
could  be  collected  from  tbe  papers  before 
the  House,  served  to  show  that  the  grant 
of  such  powers  was  'Unnecessary,  and  that 
if  an  additional  military  force  of  5,009 
men  were  stationed  in  Ireland,  the  whole 
of  the  disturbances  which  prevailed  might- 
be  effectually  put  down  under  the  oxist- 
ing  law.  Yet  •  miaisters  called  for  the 
creation  of  these  extraordinary  powers 
within  a  sin^^  aight,  and  consequently 
without  affording  any  opportunity  for 
due  deliberation.  But,  was  it  possible 
that  ministers  or  that  parliament  could 
flatter  themselves,  that  to  invest  the  mar- 
quis Welleslejr  with  arbitrary  power, 
would  be  soflratfnt  to  restore  the  tran- 
quiUity  of  Ireland  f  The  Irish  peasantry 
Had  many  and  most  severe  grievances  to 
complaia  of;  and  unlem  those  grievances 
were  rodressed}  it  waain  vaio  to  look  for 
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peace  in  Ifeland.  Gofenunent  nlgtit  go 
on  hanging,  tran8porting»  ioDpritoning,  or 
•eourgii^  those  unbappj  people;  but 
still,  while  their  grieyanoes  existed,  their 
disposition  to  distarbance  iroold  be  still 
the  same.  The  peasant,  who  might  be 
considered  a  plant  of  the  soil,  must  be 
eoQciliated  by  the  granting  of  his  just 
ckHms,  or  he  would  ever  continue  an  in- 
surgent at  heart*  Of  the  great  body  of 
the  Irish  landlords  he  wished  to  speak 
with  every  possible  respect,  as,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  they  deserved  it.  But 
still  he  must  say,  that  they  did  not  appear 
duly  to  consider  their  own  situation,  or 
the  duties  which  appertained  to  theo, 
and  which  they  most  unfortunately  neg« 
lected.  Much  was  expected  from  them 
in  favour  of  their  untortunate  country- 
men; but  he  was  sorry  to  observe  thAt 
that  expectation,  too  often  proved  vain. 
The  system  of  tithes  was  an  universal 
subject  of  complaint  in  Ireland ;  and  why 
ffas  ni0t  that  complaiBl  removed?  The 
non-residence  of  hmdlorda  and  clergymen 
was  sOko  a  soutce  of  complaint.  But 
through  the  various  and  peouliar  causes 
which  oppressed  Ireland,  the  peasantry 
of  that  country  were  placed  in  a  state  of 
wretchedness  such  as  was  not  to  be  paral- 
lelled in  aay  nation  of  Europe.  In  cor- 
roboration of  this  fact  he  could  quote  the 
authority  of  strangers  who  were  then  pre- 
sent in  the  House,  exclusive  of  the  autho- 
rity of  every  Irish  gentleman  who  heard 
him.  Upon  these  grounds,  he  thought  it 
not  too  much  to  require  that  before  the 
governor  of  Ireland  was  invested  with  ar- 
bitrary dominion  in  order  to  suppress  a 
partial  disturbance,  a  full  inquiry  should 
be  instituted  into  the  general  state  of  that 
country,  with  a  view  to  redress  its 
grievances,  to  rescue  it  from  misery,  and 
thus  effectually  to  remove  the  evils  which 
had  so  often  rendered  Ireland  a  scene  of 
disturbance  and  dttolation. 

Lord  Motmtchariei  conceived,  that  no- 
thing could  have  a  prior  claim  upon  the 
attention  of  parliament  than  the  devising 
of  mc^ures  for  the  suppression  of  actual 
rebellion ;  for  it  coula  not  be  disputed 
that  Ireland  was  at  present  in  that  w^ 
happy  state;  although  the  hon.  member 
for  Cork  had  expressed  some  doubt  upon 
the  subject,  as  if  opposition  to  the  king's 
troops  did  not  amount  to  rebellion  and 
treason.  He  differed  very  widely  from 
the  right  bon.  baronet  respectmg.  kis 
conception  of  the  White-boy  act  and 
the  (nsurrection  aot,  as  the  difltinclbn 
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belween  those  laws  waa  itry    male-* 
rial   indeed:    the   former   entitling   tha- 
interposition  of  power  only  .when  mea 
appeared  in  a  disorderly  and  disturbed 
state  out  of  doors^  while  the  latter  war- 
ranted such  interposition,  when  suspected 
persons  were  not  found  at  home  at  certaia 
hours.    Thus  the  Insurrection  actwaa- 
calculated  to  prevent  disturbances*  whiifti 
the  White-boy  act  could  only  serve  ta 
put  them  down   when   they   appeared. 
Which,  then,  was  the  more  desirable  law« 
that  which   prevented»    or    that   whicb: 
punished.    It  was,  indeed,  quite  impossi- 
ble to  prevent  insurrection  in  Ireland^, 
without  some  such  measure  aa  the  Insur- 
rection act.    The  magistrates  felt  tbait: 
they  could  not  put  down  the  disUirbanoet 
that  prevailed  in  Ireland  without  seme 
such  law ;  and  from  his  own  experienea- 
as  a  magistrate  in  the  disturbed  distriiBls^ 
he  could  support   that   impression.    It 
coald  not  be  doubted  that  the  ordinary 
administration  of  the  law  was  iasuffiflien^ 
to  meet  the  existinff  spirit  of  violeaae** 
The  commission  at  Limerick  bad  aoto«; 
riottsly  no  effect  in  quelling  the  disposi- 
tion to  tumult  in  that  county;   as  the- 
verv  day  after  the  commission  terminated, 
and  afler  so  many  severe  examples  had* 
been  made  to  the  violated  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Sladc 
was  assassinated  in  a  chapel  yard,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  his  having  given  soaie  infor- 
mation   to    government.     Thus,   it  ap- 
peared, that  these  desperadoes  were  in  na. 
degree  under  the  influence  of  religion; 
that  religion  of  no  kind  had,  in  foci,  aay 
connexion  with  their   misconduct.    Ha.- 

3preed  fally  with  tha  hon.  mead>er  for' 
ork,  as  to  the  state  of  disirest  in  wUeh 
the  peasantry  of  Ireland  were  involved  p 
and  he  hoped  that  ministers  wouhi  grani 
r^ief  to  that  distress  to  the  utmost  exienfc 
that  their  resources  could  a&rd.  Ha  had 
himself  endeavoured  to  mitigate  tUa  die-, 
tress  as  £ir  as  his  means  enabled  him ; 
aad  he  most  sincerely  regretted  thatthoaa 
means  were  unequal  to  his  wishes  for  n-. 
lievlng  his  countrymen,  many  of  whoou: 
were  actually  starving.  He  spoke  of  tha 
misery  of  the  people  in  the  county  a£ 
Clare,  with  which  he  was  more  iome- 
diately  connected.  The  hon.  member' 
for  Cork  had  recommended  the  employ- 
ment of  more  troops  as  the  best  means  of 
suppressing  the  diitarbances  i  bat  ha 
could,  from  his  own  knowled^,  alata,. 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  nuinber  of 
ttToops  to  endure  the  launasieig  marchea 
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fiMch  tbe  Y«|iO«8  tCfaigUDg  (lartics  of  m- 
surgents  required  to  di»per«e  iheir  force, 
and  to  prevent  tbe  loyal  iohabitantft  from 
being  attacked  or  destroyed  at  late  hours 
of  ihe  night,  and  in  fvideljr  separated  and 
distant  parts.  The  Insurrection  act,  in 
compellmg  the  inhabitants  of  etfeh  dis- 
trict to  be  at  home  within  certaia  hours, 
would  be  a  much  more  effectual  means 
of  putting  down  the  insurrection,  of  pre* 
serving  the  peace,  and  protecting  the 
loyal  inhabitants,  than  any  amount  of 
military  force  tliat  naght  be  sent  to  Ire- 
land. He  was  quite  aware  that  the  pro* 
posed  measures  were  unconstitutional ; 
hut  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  they  were 
only  to  exist  lor  six  months,  and  he  felt 
it  much  better  to  endure  the  existence 
of  auch  measures,  particularly  as  they 
wece  but  temporary,  than  to  haye  the 
constitution  itself  placed  in  a  state  of 
imminent  periL  The  hon.  member  for 
Cork  had  objected  to  what  he  called  the 
l^ony  with  which  it  was  proposed  to 
press  the  measures  brought  forward  by 
the  noble  marquis;  but  his  complaint 
was,  that  those  measnret  were  not  bronght 
forwaird  much  sooner. 
.  Mr.  Spring  Rice  mid,  that  he  should  ill 
dischar^  his  duty  if  he  did  not  take  oc- 
casion to  exprets  his  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  especially  from  his  local  con- 
nection with  the  district  to  which  the  dis- 
cussion mainly  referred.'  He  felt  some 
difficulty  in  determining  how  to  proceed 
when  the  noble  secretary  of  state  so  ooo« 
fidently  declared,  <<  You  must  pass  these 
Xmo  coerciye  measures,  or  the  insur- 
rection in  Ireland  cannot  be  put  down, 
find  this  you  must  do  Without  any  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  that  insurrection."  He 
was  as  willing  as  any  man  to  join  ih 
potting  down  rebellion  or  insurrection; 
but  he  moat  say,  that  it  would  be  con* 
aolatory  to  his  mind  as  an  Irishman  and  a 
friend  to  common  justice,  to  hear  from 
the  noble  proposer  of  theso  measures, 
that  an  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  Ireland 
was  to  be  inatttuted  before  such  measures 
were  passed.  The  noble  lord  had  stated, 
that  such  an  inquiry  would  be  gone  into 
at  a  fijtnre  Ume,  while  he  called  upon  ihe 
House  to  agree  to  his  propositions  of  co- 
osdoB  liierdy  ufx>n  the  authority  of  the 
papers  before  thie  Hoode.  But  tie  could 
not  admit  diat  the  palpers  on  the  table  by 
asy  flieans  prored  the  neciessity  of  the 
moBSures  sHiided  to,  while  the  aothority. 
of  kigA  Weliedcy  did  hot  appear,  in  eyi- 
deaec^  aoy  nmvc  ttiaatbe  jponAdi  upon 


ally  to  put  down  the  present  disturbances 
in  Ireland.  But  how  could  the  noble 
lord  rely  so  much  upon  the  efficacy  of 
laws,  which,  having  been  already  tried, 
had  proved  totally  inefiectuid  to  theresto- 
ration  of  tranquillity  in  Ireland  ?  They 
had  been  ineffectual,  because,  #ithin  the 
lon^  period  that  had  elapsed  smce  the 
Union  was  carried,  no  inquiry  had  been 
instituted,  no  attempt  had  been  made  t» 
ascertain  or  to  remedy,  the  real  and  ge- 
neral grievances  of  Ireland.  Lord  Bacon 
had  observed,  that  **  to  aUay  sedition, 
you  must  expel  the  matter  of  it."  But, 
ne  was  sorry  to  say,  that  no  theasurei 
were  taken  to  expel  the  matter  of  sedi-« 
tion  in  Ireland.  With  respect  to  the  pro- 
posed suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act,  he  could  not  help  declaring  that  hei 
saw  no  necessity  or  utility  for  the  paesing 
of  such  a  hiw  in  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land, there  being  nothing  whatever  po- 
litical in  the  disturbance^  which  prevailed 
in  Ireland ;  and  having  gone  to  that  coon- 
try  immediately  after  the  last  session,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  fully  examining 
the  character  of  those  disturbances.  The 
noble  marquis  must  himself  be  aw«re, 
that  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cbrpus 
act  was  a  measure  applied  only  to  dis-^ 
turbaaces  exclusively  political.  Upon 
what  grounds,  then,  did  the  noble  lord 
introduce  it  upon  thiij  occasion  ?  Now, 
as  to  the  Insurrection  act,  without  enter* 
m^  into  any  discussion  respecting  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  such  measure  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Ireland,  he  could 
not  admit  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
the  measure  should  be  adopted  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  That  measure  was,  indeed, 
such  as  to  call  loudly  for  some  alteration, 
whic^  might  be  discussed,  and  which  he 
thought  must  be  agreed  to,  in  a  com- 
mittee, if  the  noble  lord  were  not  deter- 
mined to  prei»  it  through  the  House  with 
such  precmitaricy,  as  to  afford  only  one 
night  for  deliberation.  If  the  noble  lord 
would  afford  due  time  and  opportunity 
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another.  Hj  tbis  act,  wnicA  created  a 
new  offence,  the  maffistrates  of  the  dii- 
trict  were  armed  with  a  new  power,  of 
transporting  for  seven  years  any  man 
detected  in  that  ofience— which  consisted 
in  a  man's  being  found  to  be  absent  from 
home  within  particular  hours  of  the  night, 
that  is,  ^m  sun-set  to  sun-rise.  Now, 
without  canvassing  the  character  of  this 
oflfence  at  present,  he  would  state  that  he 
most  decidedly  oblected  to  the  mode  of 
trying  the  alleged  offender.  That  mode 
was,  indeed,  such  as  to  imply  a  very 
clumsy' system  of  legislation,  particu- 
larly as  it  served  to  sow  the  seeds  of  per- 
petual dissentioD  between  the  magistracy 
and  the  population  of  their  respective 
districts.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  practice 
in  Ireland,  to  send  a  barrister,  sometimes 
a  Serjeant  at  law,  to  assist  the  magistrates 
in  their  deliberation  upon  such  offences ; 
but  still  the  magistrates,  who  had  the 
power  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  juries  on 
such  trials  if  they  thought  fit,  were  found 
uniformly  to  dispense  with  the  exercise  of 
that  power.  What  must  Englishmen, 
and  particularly  the  English  members  of 
that  House,  think  of  the  constituted  tri* 
bunal  invested  with  such  extraordinary 

?»ower  to  transport  their  fellow-subjects, 
or  seven  years,  to  Botany  Bay,  without 
any  reference  of  the  case  to  the  consider- 
ation of  a  jury?  He  had  himself  attended, 
as  a  magistrate,  at  several  sittings  of  the 
magistracy  of  his  native  county,  when 
engaged  in  administering  this  Insurrection 
act,  and  he  never  knew  a  single  instance 
in  which  a  jury  was  called  m  to  aid  in 
trying  the  accused,  and  the  same  practice 
he  had  reason  to  bdieve,  prevailed  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary  at  the  meetings  of 
the  magistracy.  Was  not  this  evil  pecu* 
liarly  to  be  deplored,  especialljr  consider- 
ing  the  character  and  constitution  of  the 
magistracy  in  Ireland  i  Upon  this  con- 
Btitution  and  character  he  would  say 
nothing  himself,  but  merel^y  quote  the 
words  of  the  hte  Mr.  G.  Ponioabyi  who 


bad  been  lord  Chancellor  of  IfeUmd,  and 
who  bad  particularly  examined  the  sub- 
ject. And  what  were  the  words  of  that 
eminent  individual  ?  Why,  that  he  had 
found  many  of  them  veij  ignorant,  per- 
sons who  had  been  waiters  at  country  ^ 
inns,  and  frequently  in  the  habit  of  stand- 
ing behind  the  chairs  of  the  grand  jury. 
Upon  this  subject  be  should  say  nothing 
more,  but  merely  add  the  expression  of 
his  earnest  wish  that  the  generality  of  the 
magistracy  of  Ireland  bore  some  resem- 
blance to  those  of  this  country.  The 
ma^trates  of  Limerick,  who  were  pe« 
culiarly  respectable,  had  no  doubt  been, 
most  meritoriously  active  in  their  endea- 
vours to  quell  the  disturbances  in  that 
county.  He  had,  indeed,  been  himself- 
two  entire  nights  out  of  bed  in  pursuit 
of  the  insurgents,  and  he  could  say,  that 
his  friend  the  gallant  officer  behind  him 
(Captain  O'Grady)  was  most  indefati-^ 
gablv  active  upon  the  occasion.  Yet  at 
a  full  meeting  of  the  Limerick  magistrates, 
an  address  to  ^ernment  was  agreed  to» 
quite  in  coinadence  with  the  sentimenta 
which  he  had  expressed  with  respect  to 
the  Insurrection  act.  The  preamble  to- 
that  address  set  forth  the  state  of  Ireland, 
which  was  forcibly  depicted ;  and  thia 
preamble  was  followed  by  a  prayer,  that' 
parliament  should  be  immediately  assem- 
bled, for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
the  causes  and  origin  of  the  present  dis- 
turbances, and  devising  adequate  meant 
for  their  suppressbn,  and  placing  the 
tranquillity  or  the  country  upon  a  per- 
manent basis.  The  address,  adverting  to 
the  Insurrection  act,  described  it  as  a 
measure  well  suited  to  the  exigency  of 
the  case ;  but  suggested  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  clause  with  respect  to 
the  trial  of  o&nces  under  tliat  act. 
Such  was  the  substance  of  the  resolutiona 
and  the  address  agreed  to  by  the  meeting 
alluded  to ;  and  upon  moving  for  the  pro- 
duction of  that  document,  he  hoped  he 
should  meet  no  opposition  from  the  noble 
lord,  as  it  was  material  to  put  the  House 
in  possession  of  it,  with  a  view  to  afford 
information  from  an  authority  best  quali- 
fied to  furnish  it.  The  information  of 
these  gentlemen  was  indeed  intitled  to 
the  utmost  attention  with  regard  to  the 
mode  of  administering  the  insurrection 
law,  coming  as  it  did  from  those  who 
were  magistrates  themselves.  To  the  re- 
presentation of  those  ma^tratea,  mi- 
nisters, however,  did  not  think  proper  to 
attend  s  for  their  desire  for.  inquiry  i 
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disregarded;  while  it  was  proposed  to  re* 
enact  the  inturrection  law  of  the  54th  of 
Geo.  Srd,  without  any  modification  what- 
ever. The  objectionable  clause,  as  these 
magistrates  pronounced  it,  respecting  the 
mode  of  administering  the  law,  was*  it 
sppeared,  still  to  be  retained.  But  if  re« 
tained,  he  would  ask  anj  lawyer  who 
heard  him,  whether,  since  England  had 
any  pretension  to  the  enioyment  of  a  free 
constitution,  such  a  tribunal  as  this  act 
"would  create  was  ever  before  known  to 
exist  ?  There  was  this  very  material  dif- 
ference between  such  a  tribunal  and  a 
spedal  commission,  that  a  judge  of  the 
iand  presided  at  the  latter,  who  came 
into  the  country  without  any  local  pre- 
judice to  gratify,  and  left  the  country, 
after  performing  his  duty,  without  en- 
gendering or  promoting  any  local  dissen- 
sions. But  such  could  not  be  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  administering 
the  Insurrection  act,  for  the  magistrates 
who  exercised  its  powers  must  become 
odious  to  the  people  around  them,  or 
serve  to  plant  eternal  discord  between 
the  magistracy  and  the  peasantry.  It 
conld  hardly  be  doubted,  indeed,  that 
any  magistrate  who  shotlld  transport  a 
-peasant  tor  the  offence  created  by  the  In- 
surrection act,  would  be  but  too  likelv  to 
have  his  person  and  residence  pointed  out 
as  objects  of  jealousy  or  revenge  to  the 
children  and  connections  of  the  unfortu- 
nate transport.  Thus  a  remedy  was  ap- 
plied, accompanied  by  a  danger  which 
must  long  continue,  whatever  might  be 
the  effect  of  the  remedy.  The  remedy 
was  indeed  problematical,  while  the 
danger  was  certain.  The  hoti.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  stated,  that  he  should  be 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  invest  government 
with  any  powers  necessary  to  put  down 
insurrection;  but  he  could  not  accede  to 
the  establishment  of  a  power  that  went  be- 
yond the  exigency  of  the  case.  It  could 
not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  re- 
medy proposed  by  the  noble  marquis  was 
but  temporary,  while  the  evil  which  it 
was  meant  to  meet  was  permanent. 
Among  the  great  causes  of  the  popular 
discontent  and  disturbance  in  Irelsnd, 
the  tithe  system  was  notoriously  among 
the  first.  But  the  mode  of  collecting 
the  revenue  was  also  a  prolific  source  of 
discontent  and  violence;  and  especially 
that  part  of  the  law  which  referred  to  the 
distilleries.  The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer must,  he  was  sure,  from  his  peculiar 
ieeMng  and  habits  of  tbinhihg,  be  quite 


the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  the 
most  efficient  ally  of  captain .  Rock.— • 
There  was  one  objection,  which  he  would 
again  press  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House,  against  the  precipitate  adoption  of 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  noble  lord; 
namely,  that  one  of  those  measures  was 
quite  imperfect,  as  he  thought  he  had 
hilly  shown ;  while  as  to  the  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  he  would  ap|»eal 
to  any  English  gentleman  who  heard  him, 
whether  he  !|rould  agree  to  the  enactment 
of  such  a  measure  for  any  part  of  £ng« 
land,  upon  such  documents  as  had  been 
produced,  or  such  arguments  as  had  been 
adduced,  by  the  noble  marquis?  He 
called,  then,  upon  the  members  for  Ens- 
land,  to  deal  with  Ireland  as  they  would 
with  their  own  country.  They  would  re- 
collect, he  hoped,  that  thev  were  rspre« 
sentatives  for  Ireland  as  wieil  as  for  Eng- 
land, particularly  as  the  Irish  members 
never  ibrgot  that  they  were  as  much  bound 
to  attend  to  the  interests  of  England  as 
to  those  of  their  own  country.  He  called 
then  upon,  nay  be  implored,  the  English 
members  not  to  allow  the  constitution  to 
be  unnecessarily  violated  or  suspended 
with  respect  to  Ireland;  for,  if  they  did, 
they  must  prepare  their  minds  for  the  con- 
sequences. If  the  English  members,  in* 
deed,  allowed  ministers  to  contract  the 
habit  of  suspending^  the  constitution,  or 
trifle  with  its  principles,  their  fate  could 
easily  be  predicted,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  apprehend  that  that  House  would 
soon  cease  to  be  any  thbg  like  a  free  re- 
presentative assembly. 
,  Captain  O'Grady  said,  he  wished  to 
state  his  grounds  for  voting  in  favour  of 
the  proposed  measures.  He  had  been  re- 
sidmg  in  a  county  since  the  last  session 
which  was  by  far  the  most  disturbed  of 
any  in  Ireland.  He  lamented  that  dis- 
turbance, and  the  circumstances  which 
had  contributed  to  its  origin  and  progress ; 
but,  for  many  reasons,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  insmrection  act  was  necessary  to 
its  suppression,  thouah  the  strongest  mea- 
sure that  could  be  devised  without  ame« 
lioration  would  not  effi^ctually  answer  the 
purpose.    The  disturbance,  he  was  coirv- 
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the  laws,  and  that  of  the  migistra'cy :  they 
knew  that  power  well,  but,  under  existing 
drcumstanoei,  tbey  had  the  means  c^ 
eluding  it*  When  qtiagistratea  took  out 
the  militarj  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
]awf,  k  waa  seldom  that  thej  could  meet 
with  the  violators  of  them.  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  assembling  and  carrying 
.'on  their  depredations  in  sniiall  parties,  and 
fai  various  placci ;  tbey  acted  like  banditti 
^— they  went  out  in  darkness,  selected  the} 
places  which  they  supposed  least  defended 
Air  their  exploits,  and  it  was  almost  im* 
possible  for  the  magistrates  and  the 
soldieiy  to  catch  them.  If,  indeed,  i| 
magistrate  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in 
with  them,  and  takd  them  in  arms,  he 
taight  confine  them  for  a  time,  but  hd 
could  do  nothing  more ;  he  could  not 
rid  the  country,  of  them ;  they  might 
come  oat  again  in  six  m^ntltt  upon  the 
mai^stratesi  who  had  renderd  themselves 
^noxious  by  their  attempts  to  put  them 
doi^n.  He  was  satisfied  the  existing  laws 
were  not  sufficient  to  procure  tranquillity. 
The  House  was  told  that  the  first  meeting 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of 
Limerick  relative^  to  those  disturbances 
was  Dot  public :  he  woukl  tell  them  why 
k  could  ndt  be  public.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  country  gentlemen  were  afraid, 
by  public  advertisement,  to  acquaint  the 
disturbers  of  the  peace»  that  tbey  would, 
Ml  a  certain  day  and  hour,  abandon  their 
houses  to  the  mercy  of  the  populace.  The 
meeting  was  held  without  public  advertise^* 
ment,  and  could  not  therefore  be  a  public 
meeting.  The  magistrates  assembled  and 
did  what  had  been  detailed  to  the  House ; 
ind  in  praying  for  the  revival  of  the  in* 
sorrection  act,  they  wished  the  clause  to 
be  dispensed  with  which  took  cases  out  of 
the  tcial  by  the  ordinary  jury.  But  it  ap« 
pearedthat  the  ordinary  laws  were  inade- 
4uata  to  the  repression  of  those  disorders. 
The  special  compiiission  had  no  e&ct  in  in- 
timidating  their  oerpetratorsi  for^  on  the 
very  night  on  wmch  the  judges  arrived  in 
the  town  to  open  llie  eommissiony  asoldtor 
who  bad  stvaggled  from  hiS'  party  was 
knocked  down  aiul  deprived:  of  his  arms. 
But,   in  speaking  of  the  power-  of  tha 


specitil  commission,  it  was  mil jf  necessary 
to  inform  the  House,  that  a  panic  ha(t, 
seised  the  witnesses  for  the  Crown.  Those! 
who  were  to  act  as  jurymen  were  also  in- 
timidated; and  excuses  were  returned, 
stating  that  they  were  afraid  to  leave  theii* 
homes  and  families,  lest  lill  which  they 
held  most  dear  should  be  sacrificed  in  their 
absence.  The  consequence  was,  that  if  the 
gentlemen  who  were  usually  sworn  as 
grand  jurors,  and  never  before  acted  as  a 
petty  jury,  had  not  come  forward  and 
served  as  petty  jurors,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  found  a  jury  to  put 
the  commission  in  force.  When  the  ma- 
gistrates, therefore,  saw  the  inefflcacy  lyf 
the  existing  lawft,  they  aiiiembled  in  th^ 
jury  room  to  petition  for  thd  revivd 
of  the  Insurrection  act  in  its  full  powers, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  This  be^ 
came  the  tnerre  Imperative,  because  in- 
formation io  convict  ofltoders  was  not  f6 
be  procured.  Every  ^mleman  might  get 
a  certairt  degree  of  information,  but  hfe 
defied  any  one  to  'obtain  sworn  informa*- 
tions.  He  had  himself  made  great  ex^ 
ertions  to  gel  infonhations  on  oath,  but 
could  not  succeed ;  the  deponent  wduld 
sttfte  his  belief,  but  would  not  swear  or 
sign  papers  whidi  would  mak^  him  a  wiU 
ness*  It  was  certain  that  the  peasantrjr 
had  now  eitabKshed  a  system  of  terror  Ih 
ih^t  part  of  the  country,  and  gentlemeft 
could  not  go  to  b&d  but  under  an  ex- 
pectation of  being  disturbed  With  the  report 
of  musketry  before  morning.  Under  thfe 
existing  laws,  even  if  a  magistrate  came 
to  the  house  of  a  peasant  by  night,  and 
found  that  he  was  firom  home,  and  if  he 
waited  mitil  his  return  and  saw  evident 
marks  of  a  night's  fatigue,  yet  he  had  n6 
power  t6  take  him  into  custody.  If  he 
asked  the  man  what  he  had  been  about,  h6 
might  answer  as  an  ErfgUsh  peasant  would 
— •'  what  is  that  to  you  V*  Where,  then, 
was  there  any  law  16  prevent  those  men 
from  gohg  out  by  night,  and  from  ma- 
rauding, murdering,  and  pillaging  as  they 
pleased?  He  thought  the  gentry  of  the 
disturbed  part  Of  Ireland,  the  best  judges 
of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  measures. 
They  had,  in  the  first  instance,  prayed  for 
a  modified  insnrriectiah  act,  and  (he  Yn^- 
creased  urgency  of  events  caused  theifi  t6 
pray  for  an'  insurrection  ^ct  without  ftioh 
dification. — He  did  not  mfean  then  to  go  into 
a  detail  of  the  grievances  under  vvh\ch  tAe 
people  of  Ireland  suffered ;  hut  he  w6u1d 
take  the  opportunity  of  stating,  that  th^tfe 
was.no  mdu  more  anxious  than  he  Waat6 
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Mt  rid  of  thil  Intolenible  ttoisaiiee>  the 
ttAe  9f%xmxu  He  did  not  wUh  to  put  a 
cWlHog  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  clergy; 
Imt  be  wai  eenvioocd  that  if  this  tyst em 
ipai  coDthiQed  for  aey  longtime^  its  retuh 
vnovld  be  naoMt  miootiB;  and  he  feared  it 
arottid  produce  the  denruction  ofinorei>ro- 
verty  than  Ita  cnra.  Whoever  would  bring 
Jbnmd  bia  miad  and  labour  to  get  rid  of 
lliaa  qrateaSy  irotild  deserve  the  thanks  of 
iris  ixmatry*  He  was  far  from  thinking 
that  coaoifiatioD  towards  the  people  of 
IdhuMl  sbooid  net  be  adopted :  be  thought 
it  waidd  be  weU  that  an  anxie^  should 
1m  sisawn  oo  the  part  of  Eof^nd  for  their 
aedal  wetfiare  and  nk>ral  improvetnent. 
Cenciiatiin  had  always  been  hailed  by 
iralibd  aaaMaasiti^  %  and  not  less  so  now, 
after  lire  hopes  which  they  had  been  led 
ee  entertaia*  He  begged  leave  to  state  in 
ichiMdon,  that  in  voting  for  the  present 
laattrca)  he  was  not  actuated  by  elcber 
I  or  ftar,  but  went  npon  the  ground 
^  abiolate  aeeessity.  He  thought  that 
efaeweasures  proposed  were  those  of  hu» 
■unky  towards  the  unfortunate  people^ 
•a  in  all  probabiiity  they  would  save 
tiwau  from  the  bayonet  or  the  gallows. 
iie  hoped  the  Hoose  would  entrust  the 
gwemment  with  the  powers  required, 
which  be  had  eot  the  sasailest  doubt  would 
Im  well  and  ^asefoUy  applied. 
•  'Mr.  Cr«  Damon  roH,  prinoipally  with  a 
idew;  to  notiee  the  observations  ot  a  right 
hofi  baronet^  respscting  Um  rifht  hon. 
Ifiendy  the  Seereianr  of  State  for  the  home 
4eMutment  (  Mr.  ml ) .  The  lidit  hon. 
tiarooet  bad  referred  to  a  resolution  pro- 
naaed  liy  1^  in  1817>  for  aa  inquiry  into 
the  e«us  witli  which  Ireland  was  then 
aflicted.  end  which  resolution  had  been 
iwDesedl^  his  right  hen.  friend.  The 
«^;lli  hen.  baronet  must  have  forgotten 
alNitWs  ^ht  hon.  friend  had  proposed 
aeverai  Committees  in  the  coarse  of  that 
meryjewTy  all  having  for  theit  object  the 
idMf  of  Iieland  fVom  the  subjects  of 
eoasptfthrt.  He  need  only  mention  the 
Committee  relating  to  DistiHation,  and 
Aat  respecting  Grand  Jury  Presentments. 
Aad|  because  nisri^  hon.  IMend  had,  at 
Aeend  of  8  session,  declined  adopting  a 
Meephig  motion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet 
imwaswwraccuBodof  an  indisposition  to 
wnore  theevti  aHuded  to.  He  was  un- 
aMe  to  Jo^i  finem  the  speech  of  the 
r%*bl  |ien»  baronet,  whether  he  intended 
•o-awppoit  the  present  bill  or  to  oppose  it, 
boa  it  eartaioly  would  be  mostextraordl- 
■aryif  hedldnoteuMortit.  He  had,  in 
VOL.  VI. 


1*17,  Mpported  tM'  InsftntfWtontMfr/% 
cooseuueace  of  k  Kingle-  ttiiU4fh%^NiMi 
had  taken  place  some  time  befon^t  Mld^ 
surety^  he  would  not  re<4^tfe  bttl  *li^w» 
when  nearly  the  wfcole  i^tHtt^MOM 
W9Hln  a  state  of  iQsurreetitok|i*>  ** '  '1  •  i'^'^ 

Sir  H.  Pamell  said,  he  had  lost  no 
opportunity  to  collect  information  on  -thb 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disturbances  in 
Ireland,  and  he  had  come  to  the  decision^ 
that  nothing  short  of  the  measures  pro* 
posed  could  put  them  down :  these  mea* 
sures  had  become  absolutely  necessary. 
He  would  not  at  present  enter  into  a  de» 
tail  of  the  circumstances  which  Justified 
them ;  but  he  must  sayi  that  the  pap6ta 
referred  to  by  the  noble  lord,  did  not  gO 
to  the  full  explanation  of  the  extent  of 
the  evil.  In  voting  for  these  measures, 
he  begged  to  be  understood  that  he  did 
not  agree  with  the  noble  lord  as  to  the 
concKtion  on  whieh  these  measures  of  se» 
verity  were  to  be  passed.  He  thought 
some  time  ought  to  be  given  to  an  inves" 
tigation  of  the  causes  which  had  led  to 
such  disastrous  results.  He  was  quite  sa«- 
tistied  that  whatever  success  attended  the 
proposed  measures  in  the  first  instance,  ft 
would  be  of  a  temporary  charaeter.  If 
permanent  tranquillity  was  to  be  obtained, 
the  Hoose  must  go  into  an  early  inquir^ 
as  to  the  ckctnnstances  which  have  led  to 
the  existing  state  of  tumult  and  disorder. 

Mr.  Butler  sdd,  he  did  not  concur 
with  the  noble  lord  in  thinking  that  strong 
meisurae,  to  the  extent  which  he  had 
demanded,  were  necessary  to  the  sup«- 
pression  of  the  disorders  in  Ireland.  It 
had  been  allewed  en  aH  hands,  that  they 
did  not  originate  in  politics  or  religion. 
Their  origin  was  in  lo^  distress ;  and  this 
he  conceived  was  a  reason  why  magistrates 
should  not  be  Empowered  to  aec  according 
to  the  terms  of  ^e  Insurrection  act. 
These  magistrates  were  not  so  often  great 
landed  proprietors  as  middlemen:  and 
these  men  would,  in  case  the  Insurrec- 
tion act  passed,  hare,  in  the  capacity  of 
jurors,  the  power  of  transporting  insol- 
vent tenants-^a  power  with  which  they 
ought  tK>t  to  be  entrusted. 

Mr.  GraUan  was  persuaded,  that  coer- 
cire  measures  ofe^erv  description  would, 
in  the  end,  be  found  ineffectual.  They 
mi ffht  hang  and  shoot  the  people,  but  the 
evil  woiild  still  go  on ;  ana  as  for  giving 
hicreased  power  to  the  magistracy  be 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  consti* 
tuted  as  the  present  magistracy  were, 
he  should  prefer  seeing. 9  biU  for  de- 
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comiiiff  acquainted  with  their  causes,  had 
nevertheless  neglected  all  inquiry,  and 
delayed  every  remedy,  until  now  that  he 
called  upon  the  House  to  put  down  by 
force,  those  mischiefs  which  he  had 
t^us  negligently  suflfered  to  accumu- 
late.  He  confessed  he  did  not  see 
why  the  House  should  consent  to  go  on 
with  measures,  which  were  thus  used  for 
a  time,  and  then  laid  aside  until  they 
again  became  necessary.  He  was  sur« 
prised  that  the  noble  lord  should  have  the 
face  to  get  up  and  call  for  the  repetition 
of  measures  of  dreadful  oppression,  with* 
out  giving  the  legislature  an  opportunity 
of  inquirmg  into  the  nature  and  origin  of 
the  evils  for  which  these  palliatives  were 
reqnuired.  Was  it  to  be  tolerated,  that 
Ireland  should  know  nothine  of  this  coun- 
try, but  through  bloodshed  and  the  gib- 
bet ?  He  for  one  did  not  think  that  the 
evils  of  Ireland  were  to  be  remedied  by 
auch  means ;  and  that  this  was  the  preva- 
lent opinion  in  the  House,  he  was  con- 
irinceq  fropi  what  he  had  heard  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  perceived  that 
every  member  who  gave  tiis  support  to 
the  proposed  measures,  had  done  so  with 
considerable  reluctance,  as  if  convinced 
that  the  remedy  of  the  evil  did  not  lie  in 
them.  He  was  glad  to  witness  this  sym- 
pathy, and  he  trusted  those  gentlemen 
would  act  up  to  its  suggestions,  by  com* 
pelliog  the  noble  lord  to  do  what  he  had 
so  long  neglected.  It  was  said  that  the 
disturbances  in  Ireland  did  not  arise  from 
any  political  feelings.  He  firmly  be- 
lieved they  did  not.  It  was  impossible 
that  greater  affection  towards  the  sove* 
reign  could  be  evinced,  or  that  a  stronger 
sense  could  be  entertained  of  the  compli* 
ment  paid  them,  than  was  shewn  by 
the  Irisn  people  in  th^  recent  visit  of  his 
majesty  to  tlieir  country.  This  feeling 
was  not  limited — it  was  general  through- 
out tlie  island.  That  visit  had  he  be- 
lieved, done  some  good ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible that  his  majesty  should  work  mi- 
racles. Had  ministers  taken  advantage 
of  the  royal  visit,  as  they  ought  to  have 
d(Mae-*-had  tiiey   instituted  measures  for 


aicertaining  the  caudiea  of  the  evils  wlueh^ 
for  many  years  had  afflicted  that  country^ 
and  taken  pains  to  apply  the  proper  re« 
medy,  the  House  might  have  been  spa^ 
the  painful  task  w£ch  they  wero'  now 
called  upon  to  perform.  But,  supposing 
the  misdiiefs  existing  in  Ireland  to  be  aa 
bad  as  they  were  represented— still  he 
would  ask,  what  remedy  was  there  in  thesoa- 
pension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  ?  Surely 
the  government  had  already  the  power  aa 
much  as  it  would  then  have,  of  arresting 
persons  on  suspicion.  The  suspension  & 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act  did  not  give  theot 
more ;  for  under  that  they  had  no  author 
vity  to  arrest  any  man  without  fair  ground 
of  suspicion.  He  maintained  that  the 
government  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  thif 
conduct ;  and  lie  attributed  the  whole  of 
it  to  the  system  of  the  noble  lord,  whe 
had  suffered  those  evils  to  increase,  and 
now  came  down  with  great  complacency 
to  ask  the  House  to  trust  his  incapable 
hands  with  a  power  which  he  had  be» 
fore  grossly  abused.  It  was  said,  that  the 
exercise  of  this  great  power  was  to 
be  confided  to  the  magistrates.  He 
was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  Ire* 
land  to  be  a  competent  judge  in  this  re- 
spect ;  but,  from  every  thing  which  he  had 
heard  in  the  course  of  the  present  discos^i 
sion,  the  magistrates  were  the  last  persona 
to  whom  such  a  power  should  be  con* 
fided.  A  noble  lord  had  stated,  that,  be* 
fore  the  month  of  October  last,  ministera 
were  made  acouainted  with  the  disturbed 
state  of  Irelana,  and  that  they  were  at  that 
time  intreated  to  call  parliament  together 
to  consider  of  the  subject.  Why  had  they 
not  done  so  ?  Instead  of  this,  they  suN 
fered  the  mischief  to  reach  its  present  in* 
tolerable  height,  end  then  came  down  for 
fresh  powers.  Now,  with  respect  to  a  re- 
medy, he  bad  no  hesitation  in  aaying,  that 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Irish 
gbvernment,  from  his  great  talents  and 
character<*-and  his  feelings  being  so  much 
in  unison  on  the  subject  of  their  distresses 
with  those  of  the  Irish  people — ^was  of  vH 
persons  the  best  calculated  to  fill  that  office. 
He  would  much  prefer  seeing  extraordinary 
powers  put  into  the  hands  of.  that  noble 
lord  for  a  time,  than  assent,  to  the  present 
scandalous  imd  disgraceful  measure* '  Tbe 
noble  lord  wo^ld  well  know  how  to  apply 
that  power,  and  would  exercise  it  dis- 
creetly for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen ; 
and  he  ( Sir  F.  B.^  would  put  more 
confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  his  mea-» 
sures,   wlien  acting  oa   his  own  cba«t 
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ncter,  and  from  hb  in/tt  feeXingt  tbin 
he  coold  possibly  have^  when  he  was  aet- 
iog  as  the  organ  of  the  present  adminis* 
tration.  He  wonld  admit  that  acts  of 
gresit  outrage  had  been  committed^  and 
that  their  repetition  ought  to  be  pre- 
Tented.  In  common  with  all  othersi  he 
fsoodemned  them ;  yet  it  should  be  known 
that  they  were  not  the  result  of  deep  mid 
BOtorious  wickedness,  but  arose  from  the 
pressure  of  such  accumulated  miseries. 
tiiat  no  man,  who  lifted  up  his  arm  to 
prevent  the  mischief,  but  must  deplore 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  beings  who 
liad  been  driTen  to  its  commission.  The 
bon.  baronet  again  adverted  to  what  he 
declared  to  be  gross  neglect  in  the  noble 
lord  (Londonderry),  who  had  been  a 
nain  mstrument,  in  effecting  the  union 
between  the  two  countries,  and  thereby 
deprhring  Ireland  of  that  which  might 
perhaps  have  worked  her  salvation ;  but 
who  had,  during  a  series  of  years  suffered 
those  evils  to  increase,  and  taken  no  one 
step  to  prevent  them.  For  the  present 
eondition  of  Ireland,  he  agreed  with  the 
Boble  marquis,  that  the  only  temporary 
remedy  was  a  large  military  force.  But 
Biore,  much  more,  remained  to  be  done. 
Let  hia  majesty's  ministers  take  into  their 
Biost  serious  consideration  the  state  of 
that  country.  Let  them  come  down  to 
pariiament  with  whatever  plans  of  amelio- 
vatiod  might,  in  their  opinion,  be  best 
calculated  to-remedv  the  evils  which  bad 
ao  lone  existed  in  that  unhappy  country. 
It  woiud  be  presumption  in  any  individual 
member  of  the  House  to  imagine  himself 
sufficiently  aware  of  the  various  causes  in 
which  those  evils  originated.  What  was 
the  govemnlent  of  the  country  for  ?  Was 
k  merely  to  attend  at  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  the  purpose  of  answering  inqui- 
ries on  such  a  subject  ?  Unless  mmisters 
entered  into  such  a  consideration »  and 
with  such  views,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive how  they  would  be  able  to  apologize 
far  their  gross  and  criminal  negligence. 
With  respect  to  the  measure  now  pro* 
posed,  he  would  rather  that  ministers  would 
declare  that  Ireland  was  in  such  a  state, 
that  justice  could  not  be  administered  with- 
out the  temporary  presence  of  a  strong 
military  force ;  and  he  said  this  the  more 
readily,  because  be  knew  no  man  to  whose 
discretion  he  would  the  more  confidently 
intrust  such  a  power,  than  to  the  noble 
marquis  at  the  bead  of  the  Irish  govern-- 
ment.  The  temporary  use,  therefore,  of 
a  strong  mil^y  iorce^  with  a  perfisct  un« 


derstandfng 
should  be  tak 
sideration,  hi 
would  not  a 
into  the  adop 
of  which  no 

might  judge!  .  ,      ^ 

increase  the  dissentions  of  Ireland,  instead 
of  re-establishing  peace  and  safety.  Again, 
he  said,  that  the  only  remedy  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  suited  to  the  existing 
state  of  things  was,  the  temporary  appli- 
cation of  a  strong  military  force,  accom- 
panied with  the  avowal  of  a  determination 
to  go  into  an  inquiry,  with  the  view  of 
remedying  all  the  evils  which  appeared  to 
be  capable  of  remedy. 

Mr.  Abercromhtl  begged  to  state  shortly 
the  reasons  by  which  his  vote  would  be 
influenced.    In  the  first  place,  no  suffi- 
cient ground  had  been  laid  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act.    To  a  lar^e ' 
proportion  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  the 
noble  marquis  had  himself  admitted,  that 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act 
would  be  inapplicable.    The  higher  and 
the  educated  classes  were,  by  the  noble 
marquis's  own  assertion,  loyal ;  and  yet ' 
parliament  was  now  called  upon  to  sus* 
pend  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
m  a  way  that  would  affect  equally  the  loyal ' 
and  disloyal,  the  Protestant  and  the  ua«> 
tholic,  the  inhabitant  of  the  North  and ' 
of  the  South  of  the  Island.    In  the  total 
absence  of  all  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
such  a  proceeding,  no  conscientioos  man' 
could,  in  his  opinion,  vote  for  it.    He  con- 
fessed himself  very  much  disappointed  at 
the  meagreness  or  the  papers  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table.    When  the  noble 
lord   described  them  as  dispiatches  from 
marquis    Wellesley,    he   expected    they . 
would  be  found  to  contain  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  causes  of  the  present  dis- 
ci^tents.    Instead  of  tliar,  they  resembled 
a  newspaper  journal  of  events.    In  no  part  * 
of  them  did  the  noble  marquis  state  the  > 
principles,  the  motives,  and  the  views  .of 
the  discontented.    But  the  noble  lord  op- 
posite contended,    that  nothing  further' 
should  be  asked  after  his  declaration  that 
the  country  was  in  rebellion.    That  there 
were  very  serious  disturbances  in  various 
parts  of  Ireland  was  too  manifest ;  but 
they  were  not  of  a  character  to  which  the  • 
common  acceptation  of  the  term  rebellion 
could  be  applied.    On  the  contrary,  be 
understood,  by  recent  accounts,  from  per- 
sons on  whom  he  could  rely,  that  the  in- ' 
surrectton  in  Ireland,  espiecially  near  Cor)c«  - 
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cDVtttv  of  Cork,  in  tbelr  memorai  to  the 
lord  lieutenant  ?  Wat  it  the  Insurrectiofl 
act?  No  such  things,  What  tboaa  di^a* 
tratet  granted  was,  an  increated  military 
force;  and,  imqueationab&y^  if  the  pre- 
ceedingt  in  Xrdand  were  redlly  rdbeUione 
a  large  military  force  was  tile  tree  and 
only  remedjf  that  ought  to  be  applied. 
Before  paseini;  such  an  act  as  thai  now 
proposed/  parliament  ought  to  be  quite 
sure  of  whet  wera  the  defeote  of  the  exiit- 
lag  )aw»  and  whether  the  new  meeture 
weold  aflbrd  an  adequate  remedy  for  tboae 
defects*  He  would  ask  any  hon«  member 
to  declare,  if  he  knew  wheore  the  present 
law  failed ;  or  if  he  conceited  that  the 
passing  of  the  Insurrection  aoC  would  sup« 
oly  the  deficiences  of  tlie  present  law. 
He  bad  the  authority  of  the  learned  jud^ 
who  addressed  the  grand  jury  in  the  dta^ 
tnrbed  district  of  Limerksk,  for  sajying, 
all  that  was  required  was^  that  the  law  as 
it  now  existed  should  be  enforced*.  No 
one  could  doubt  that,  in  the  present  state 
O^f  Ireland,  the  greatest  vigilance  was  in- 
dispeossble.  He  was  not  one  to  underya^ 
lee  the  danger  t  but  lie  had  yet  to  learn 
that  the  present  proposition  was  calculated 
to  avert  it.  It  was  with  some  surprise  he 
had  heard  the  noble  marquis  declare  that 
the^  must  not  allow  l^iemselves  to  be  in- 
tlnidattid.  Certainly  not^  But,  were  they 
because  they  would  not  allow  themselves 
to  be  intimidated,,  to  refrain  from  being 
jiist  ?  The  noble  marquis's  argument  was 
not  onl^  that  the  Irish  must  bear  the  In- 
surrection act,  but  that  they  must  also 
bear,  that  not  a  single  step  waa  taken  by 
the  legislature  towards  oencilialion  or  a 
redress  of  their  grievances.  If  he  were 
dBspo^ed  to  press  this  point  maliciously, 
he  might  say,  that  this  declaration  was 
made  by  the  noble  marcfuis  for  the  pur- 
ppse  of  obstructing,  threu|hout  the  pre* 
sent  session,  any  prbposition  having  for 
its  object  the  amelioration  of  the  state  of 
the  Irish  peo^.  No  meaiare  faveuraUe 
to  the  Cathotles^'-^ao  othcir  measure  gene- 
ratty  beneficial  to  Irekind  coiild  be  brought 
forward.  All  the  expectattentsefaDdly 
dierished  from  the  king's  visit  te  that 
country— -all  the  hopes  enterteio^d  in  cen* 
s^^ufioce  of  the  appointma&t  ef  the  jiohle 


narqa^  now  as  the  iiead  lof  ike 
goverMBcnt  must  be  AMgeneM  Sock  • 
statement  waa  not  eahwlated  to  inquire 
confidence  in  the  noble  lord  and  hie  col- 
leagues; espeokUjir  when  their  eondaet 
towards  Iroland  in  times  of  tranqufllity  wns 
ooesidered*  He  could  vnel  vote  far  the 
renew^of  the  lesurrectieii  siet,  enlaiek 
was  clemrlv  shown  that  it  would  be  a 
speedjT  and  efiicient  remedy  fisr  the  eaiss* 
ingevu. 

AIr«  Haeie  wbhed  to  ask  tke  noUw 
marquis  a  question  opoo  the  sUbieet^ea 
whSeh  all  the  House  were  uiiitee^  H6 
ooaki  assure  the  noble  marqoia,  that  hei 
had  never  heard  a  single  peiion  wkm  did^ 
not  concur  in  opinion,  as  ta  the  neoessi^ 
of  taking  into  serious  considesatidn  lh« 
system  of  tithes  in  Irehind.  The  lithe 
system,  both  in  this  country  and  ia  Ifle«' 
landi  had  for  many  monfha  fMit  occupied 
lus  moat  serious  attentkm.  He  had  care«^ 
fully  examined  every  parliamentary  docil*' 
ment  connected  with  the  sabject ;  §mJt 
he  asked  the  noble  marquis,  who  new 
proposed  measures  of  coercion  with  re«> 
spect  to  Ireland,  whether  be  would  sep^ 
pert  a. motion  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  tithe  system  and  the  church  es* 
tablishment  of  Irekind  i  He  offinred  the 
noble  marquis  and  the  Uouso  his  i 
otttbis8object,theimpurtanceof  which  i 
announced  by  every  post  and  every  paper 
from  that  country.  He  wished,  tnere- 
fore,  to  know  whether  he  should  receive 
the  noble  lord's  support  in  the  motion 
which,  at  a  very  early  period,  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  make  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  Z>.  Broome  said,  thai  be  should  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  voting  for  sw 
monstrous  a  measure  as  the  Insurrectieii 
act,  except  upon  the  most  dear  and  over* 
powering  necessity.  If  it  should  be  the 
[^asure  of  the  House  to  pass  it,  he  trusted 
they  would  immediately  take  into  eonaU 
deration  the  grievances  by  whwh  Ireland 
had  so  long  been  afflicted* 
.  Mr.  C.  GfatU  felt  himself  under  the 
painful  aad  mdanchely  necessity  of  ee» 
quiosdng  in  the  proposition  before  the 
House.  It  was  about  a  year  end  a  half 
since  he  had  the  honour  of  stating  to  the 
House  his  sentimeBts  respecting  the  act 
in  qiiestkm.  Those  seotimenta  he  atiH 
letamed*  He  was  as  hostile  aa  eve^  to 
making  suoh  en  act  a  part  of  the  pemMii 
aent  system  under  winch  Ireland  was  te 
be  governed.  He  maintained  tine  opi- 
nion;  hnit  he  .also  nnMsiaioedy  as  he  al«« 
ways  iiad  ^vatf  thai  an  pai^pancy  m%hs 
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\  |g'i ciiti* jjoohrg  m&mmB  mceumj. 
Hv  bad  DflPPte  argued  tluu  «i  extmordi* 
aarv  erne  wmfj^i  Mt  ocdns  n  which  he 
wmatMbmm  night  he  called  uwm  to  ucn* 
See  the  prhidpie  which  theyr  Wedy  to  the 
^mammd  of  the  imie.  On  the 
r  of  aoeb  a  caae^  neither  poKcy 
Bor  geed  aenee  wiotid  jtmify  a  leiistaiice 
to  eevdre  neoeeiit^.  It  wa%  therefore^ 
Ihat  he  fWt  compelled^  however  uowil* 
lii^y,  aod  with  whateeer  mrimchoty 
MMRg^  to  aecede  to  tfar  present  propo- 
iitioo»  He  hnew  weU  ami  was  due  to 
ihoae  eiygedr  hrdie  gorenuncfeii  of  Ire^ 
Jandtf  ExpeiieDoe  had  tao^  him  the 
difflcokiei,  and  the  awful  retpensihilityy 
of  Ihoae  wiio  were  kitnnted  with  theeare 
of  the  lirei  and  preperiqr  of  the  people  o^ 
Iielandf  aody  tfcereferei  althotm  he 
flaokly  afowedi  that  when  he  left  ireknd 
there  did  not  apflear  to  hh»  ti»  he  any 
neceitity  for  reeoonnendhigr  such  a  pro* 
poRtiea»  yet  he  knew  tlMit  «iiiee  that 
period  a  difhreni  spSrit  had  arfoew  he  Ihat 
denotry*  He  was  deeply  blereited  hi 
the  peace  aad  prcMperity  of  irehmd,  and 
he  coaidnot  shot  hfa  4yee  to  the  evSlr 
with  which  it  waa  lieeaBMwy  to  contend 
in  that  countryi  Those  eirik  bad  recently 
apr«id  in  the  most  alarntfmg  iftannet •  llo 
eonfeesed  that  on  thit  eub^  he  did  not 
cenaider  the  papa^  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  noble  lord  to  be  MlisfiMtoryi  and 
had  it  not  been  for  eUier  Infortnation, 
and  particatarly  soaie  int^genoa  which 
reached  hint  that  day,  he  shooM  not  have 
eoatldered  that  a  snficieot  ground  had 
Beea  hid  for  the  proceeding*  He  new 
granted  theae  powers  with  tho  greater 
wilKagaeM^  beeaase  ibey  were  to  be  in- 
irnfttM  to  a  nobleman  whote  general  in« 
tendons  towards  Irahind  fully  concurred 
his  own--^  noblemen,  wbo,  he  was 

wt  woold  act  allow  any  temporary  clr« 
woes  to  thwart  the  geoeroos  idews 
he  entertatoed  towards  that  iU^ 
iUed»  hot  high*nfirited  people*  He  was 
9«iiie  confident  tnac  the  noble  personage 
so  whom  he  allod^  would  nererhaive 
flAed  for  any  extfvdrdinary  powefs  with* 

deeming  theas  ahsohitely  neeeseary, 
dial  hatnig  dbtaioed 


Hewasqidto 

Dhose  powerSf  he  would  nse  them  witb 
pmdenee  and  haaumity,  nnd  wooU  fe^ 
atinlilated  to  axert  hiaasalf  the  mere  for 
she  ireMiiw  and  happhiast  of  bis  feUcar* 
dmrnnymen.  Tbegorenmensoflrehmd 
aaqaired  the  mniostvlgo«r»  wisdom,  pro- 
deit€«andii]Hmni^r--omdMea  emineaily 
hi  tho  n0M  MMidtf»    An 


aJhMiiottal  rcssrfmjf^wjoito  gtlo  yhiqii  he 
sheold  that  night  gire,  t^»  faircowictlon 
that  the  noble  marquis  was  «ajhostite  as 
htOMelf  to  making  sack  measures  a 
part  of  the  permanent  systto  of  fforam- 
mientin  Ireland^  Against  any  sUc^  in<&i- 
tien  he  new  solenmlv  protested.  Ho 
voted  for  the  bill  only  for  the  present  ses- 
stoo.  He  Toted  for  it  only  because  thcr 
exigency  of  the  esse  demanded  it.  Ha^ 
voted  for  it  only  because  he  trusted  that^ 
before  the  dose  of  the  session,  parliament 
woold  enter  imo  a  serieas  ana  extensire 
oonsnleratioD  of  the  general  state  of  ire*' 
land.  It  was  hia  wish  that  that  should  be 
done  eren  when  he  was  in  office;  and  oa 
this  sohject  he  appealed  to  those  who 
hnew  him»  if  it  was  not  ins  deolared  in* 
teotiott  to  hnag  forward  in  the  pneaenS 
asmion  seme  plan  for  amaKoratcog  Ihe. 
oenditien  of  mat  ^raai  and  intereating 
oemitry«f  if  any  thing  could  prove  mcHra 
unaqorvooally  thm  another  the  necessity 
of  such  a  proeeediogy  it  was  the  propoat- 
tio»  which  it  had  been  found  indispensable 
to  mahe  that  nighl«  He  woidd  not  now 
enter  into  a*  detail  of  the  various  evils 
which  required  redress.  Of  those,  one  of 
the  chief  was  the  state  of  the  tithes,  than 
whteh  >nothhiff  had  more  materially  eon* 
trthuted  to  the  deterioratioa  of  Ireland. 
In  his  opsMon,  the  whole  of  the  titho  sya^ 
tern  required  compile  vevision;  hut  he 
wooid  not  enter  oi(i  that  Sidiject  at  the 
present  moment*  He  suppoi ted  the  pro* 
pesed  measures  principally  on  aocomt  of 
the  confidence  which  he  reposed  lathe 
high  charaeSec  of  the  marquis  Weilesley* 
.  Lord  Ehingim^  objected  to  the  ^ro^ 
peaed  measurest  because  he  sow  nothing 
m  the  papers  laid  before  the  Hooae  io 
call  for  them.  There  was  not  a  stogie 
sentence  in  the  communicatioo  of  the 
lord  Uetitenant  which  could  be  oonstraed 
into  a  call  for  mBff  extraordlMUry  powers, 
much  less  for  sudi  fnghtfel  and  oppres* 
sire  measures  as  those  now  before  the 
Houses  Unul  he  came  into  the  House 
that  eveoiaffy  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
powers  coamrred  by  tlie  Insnneolfon  act  i 
bul#  having  heard  the  nature  of  that  ad* 
aawellas  the  ^description  of  magistrates 
tw  whom  iu  «peialien  was  to  be  eo^ntitedy 
he  foh  hiawslf  bound  to  omMse  iU  JHt 
would  ask>  the  Hoase^  hew  they  could  e»« 
invt  iemclMBe%  as  the  Insh  magiMiwiea 
were  deaeribad  to  b#^  the  wwer  ef*  at 
once  trawsponmg  any  sndMdoal  who  waa 
foomi  absensdk>o  his  honie  betweaw  su»* 
sstnadsin^fiiei^    Boiaa  ready  to  g«» 
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MONS, 

;  every  ined- 
e  tranquillity 
tea  be  wished 
le  case  fully 
i  most  effi^c- 
nding  anad- 
andy  at  the 
sao^e  time,  giving  the  lord  lieutenant  addi- 
tional powers  to  repress  the  disturbances 
which   existed  in  several  parts  of  the 
country. 

Mr;  Brougham  said,  he  could  assure 
his  right  hon*  friend  opposite  (Mr. Grant) 
that  it  would  have  given  him  great  satis* 
faction  if  he  could  have  agreed  with  him 
in  the  view  he  had  taken  of  this  question, 
especially  as  his  right  hon.  friend  was  in- 
formed  by  long  experience,  and  enlight- 
ened by  large  and  hberal  views  of  our  true 
policy  towards  Ireland-^views  which  did 
him  immortal  honour,  which  had  conferred 
great  benefits  upon  the  kingdom,  and 
which  would  have  conferred  still  greater, 
had  his  official  residence  there  been  pro- 
longed. Indeed,  he  felt  that  the  impres* 
sion  which  his  right  hon.  friend's  speech 
had  made  upon  the  House  was  only  to  be 
exceeded  by  the  favourable  impression 
which  he  had  left  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  sister  kingdom.  He  was  happy,  how- 
ever, to  re&ct,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween himself  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  not  great.  It  extended  only  to  the 
vote,  and  not  to  the  principle  on  which 
that  vote  was  to  be  given.  He  agreed 
with  his  right  hon.  friend,  that  any  con- 
fidence which  might  be  demanded  for  the 
noble  marquis,  at  present  at  the  head  of 
the  Irish  government,  was  strictly  his  due, 
considering  his  high  talent,  his  energy  as 
a  governor,  or  the  enlightened  principles 
on  which  he  had  commenced,  and  no 
doubt  would  continue,  his  administration. 
It  was  because  the  proposed  measures 
were  not  indicative  or  confidence  in  the 
noble  marquis— it  was  because  they  did 
not  apply  to  the  evil  the  remedy  which 
was  required — ^it  was  because,  if  they  w^re 
necessary  (which  had  been  loudQy  as- 
serted, though  not  satisfactorily  proved), 
he  would  much  rather  arm  him  with  such 
powers  by  a  specific  vote  of  confidence, 
than  apply  a  measure  which  was  not  the 
specific  remedy  for  the  mischief  now  de- 
vastating Ireland,  that  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  withhold  his  copcurrenoe  firom 
his  right  hon.  friend.  He  would  briefly 
state  his  objections  to  the .  measure  .in 
question;  and  first,  as. to  the  manner  of 
hiiirryiog  it  througliall  its  .stages  in  ooe 
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night.  It  was  only  by  aeddeat  that  this 
hid  not  been  done.  The  delay  which 
must  now  inevitably  take  place,  had  not 
been  granted  to  gain  time  for  deHberation» 
or  to  allow  knowledge  to  be  acquired 
from  other,  sources  by<  those  who  are  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  had  been  informed  of 
it  by  the  papers  then  before  the  House;* 
but  it  was  attributable  merely,  to  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  not  having  been  com* 
pleted,  that  they  were  to  have  another 
opportunity  of  discussing  its  merits.  Had 
the  noble  lord  a  aight  to  treat  the  House 
and  the  country  in  this  manner?  Why 
was  no  remedy  proposed  at  an  earlier 
period  i  According  to  the  statements  of 
a  noble  lord,  the  state  of  the  country  had 
lor  some  time  been  such,  that  muoh  mi»- 
chief  would  have  been  prevented  had 
parliament  been  called  together  in  Octo* 
ber.  What  was  to  be  the  system  which 
they  must  pursue  in  future  ?  Wasthe  pre* 
ventionof  crimenever  to  formap^ofiheir 
policy  ?  Were  they  never  to  be  called 
upon  to  avert  crime,  but  always  to  punish 
it  i  Were  they  to  go  on  thus,  until  they, 
came  to  a  state  of  thiogs  which  all  must 
deplore,  but  which  none  could  redress  ? 
He  repeated,  that  if  ministers  had  acted 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  situation  of  the^ 
sister  country,  they  would  have  asseaa« 
bled  parliament  four  or  five  weeks  ago. 
But  no!  this  had  not  been  done.  Nhy^ 
notwithstanding  the  present  declared  ne*« 
cessity  for  this  measure-^notwirhstanding 
that  the  omission  of  a  mechanical  process 
only  prevented  it  from  being  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  the  course  of  one 
evening— ministers,  with  all  their  load  of 
information  about  them,  did  not  take  the 
ordinary  precaution  of  coming  down  and* 
making  a  House  yesterday.  He  wa» 
aware  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  meoau 
ber  to  be  present;  but  it  was  the  peca«« 
liar  duty  of  ministers,  who  had  a  measure 
of  such  vital  importance  to  propose,  to 
see  that  no  unnecessary  delay  shoiild  take 
place.  The  result  of  their  carelessoesa 
was,  that  the  Hou«e  was  prevented  from 
having  a  single  day's  consideration  of  the- 
question.  He  felt  it  necessary  to  sa^r, 
with  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (sur 
J.  Newport),  that  he  could  not  support 
the  proposed  measure.  He  hoped  he 
should  not. for  a  moment  be  supposed  t^ 
give  countenance  to  acts  ofiawless  and» 
blood-thinty  violence.  He  was  of  opinito 
that^  if  severe  measures,  must  be  resorted 
tOi.itwould.be  better  loincfie«ie  the^  mi^ 
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VHmy  fcxctf  wtkd  iit  the  same  time  to  gite 
IttTM  and  dictatotial  powera  to  the  mar« 
miB  Welle$ley»  in  whose  wisdom  and  mo« 
deralioo  he  felt  inelined  to  place  the  most 
implicit  confidenoe*  But,  the  more  he 
looked  at  the  present  measure,  the  more 
lie  felt  convinced,  not  qdIj  of  its  incon* 
ststeBcy*  bnt  of  its  ineffieacy.  It  was  a 
measure  which  went  to  repose  confidence, 
not  m  the  lord  lieutenant,  but  in  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Ireland.  It  would  be  only 
neceasary  that  two  or  three  of  those  ma- 
gklrtttes,  should,  upon  their  own  views  of 
the  subject,  memorialise  the  Irish  govern- 
Bueai,  in  order  to  sinpend  all  law  ;  to  an- 
nihilate the  Constitution,  and  thereby 
place  at  their  own  disposal,  the  liberties 
and  properties,  the  safety  and  comforts  of 
a  consioerable  proportion  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen.  Now,  he  would  seriously 
aak  wliether  gentlemen  perceived  the  ex- 
taiit  of  the  power  which  they  were  thus 
enthisUl^  to  the  hands  of  others  i    They 

eve  to  magistrates  ^such  as  they  had 
en  descri^sd),  a  rignt  to  enter  into  the 
most  rethred  and  delicate  part  of  any 
dwelling-house,  and  after  a  reasonable 
timet  if  refused  admittance,  a  power  to 
force  the  chambers  even  of  females ; 
and  should  any  person  be  found  absent 
opoa  this  domidliary  visit,  without  reason 
oeiog  assignedi  he  was  liable  to  seven 
years  transportation.  And  all  this  they 
dad  without  the  interference  of  a  grand 
jur^  by  bill— without  the  petty  jury  by 
their  ▼erdict«-4md  without  allowing  the 
aggrieved  party  any  satisfactory  appeaL 
Was  not  this  giving  a  lar^  power  to  ma- 
ffistrates*— was  it  not  siving  a  frightful 
discretion  to  a  set  or  men,  who  were 
acted  upon  by  the- party  feuds  and  jea- 
lousies of  their  neighbourhood?  They 
ought  to  be  the  more  csutious,  too,  when 
th^  reflected  that,  in  the  event  of  any 
oomplaiiied^of  violation  of  the  law  being 
inroogbl  into  court,  the  judge  had  the 
power  of  deciding,  that  there  was  proba* 
ble  ground  of  proceeding  <hi  the  part  of 
the  officer  I  and  then,  though  a  verdict 
OBgbt  be  given  for  the  plaintiff,  it  would 
carry  no-  more  than  sixpence  damages, 
and  no  costs.  But,  who  were  the  per^ 
sons  to  wboo  the  exercise  of  this  power 
:was  to  be  entrusted?  The  House  had 
beard,  the .  doKription  already  given  of 
them,  by  some  of  their  own  ^countrvmen* 
Tber  were  not  proprietors  of  land,  but 
raidale  men;.. they  were  dien  who  were 
lookf  d  upon  as  the  scourges  of  the  peo- 
ple io  lay  matters;  in  the  same  mann^r^  as 


th6  tithe-proQtofs  wofe^ip;  aortlptfcutjcal 
matters.  Thisf  was  •*tpf oved.  .and  .}tiqpn« 
trovertible  fact^  litqr^  stfohia^  thJa^nre^ 
lessness  with  wIMr^pfcfsons  were  per- 
mitted to  get  into  the  conunisiaon,  that  a 
servant-man,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
a  waiter  at  an  inn,  and  who  had  stood  be<« 
hind  the  chairs  of  God  knew  how  many 
gentlemen,  had  actually  become  a  magis- 
trate. The  hon.  member  for  the  county 
of  Wicklow  had,  with  his  hereditary  love 
for  Ireland  and  Irishmen,  said, .  that,  in-^ 
stead  of  giving  them  new  powers,  they 
had  better  bring  in  a  bill  for  abolishing 
the  existmg  magistracy  altogether;  and 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick,  whose 
speech,  on  this  occasion,  would  be  long 
remembered  and  admireid,  not  only  for 
the  valuable  information  it  contained,  but 
for  the  constitutional  nrinciples  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  had  observed,  that 
while  the  magistracy  of  Ireland  remained 
on  its  present  footing  it  was  no  figure  of 
speech  to  say,  that  justice  was  bought  and 
sold  in  that  country.  Were  these  the 
men  to  whom  parliament  was  prepared  to 
give  additional  powers  ?  Were  these  the 
men  to  whom,  without  stopping  to  maku 
any  inquiry,  they  were  at  once  to  surren-^ 
der  up  the  constitution  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  It  had  been  said, 
that  no  greater  encouragement  could  be 
afforded  to  the  disaffected  than  to  resist 
the  adoption  of  these  measures  of  severity. 
The  imputation  was  unjust.  They  who 
thought  with  him,  that  the  proposed 
measures  were  severe  and  inadequate, 
were  ready  to  invest  the  proper  authori- 
ties with  ample  powers ;  but  the^  com- 
plained that  when  ministers  came  forward 
with  such  propositbns,  they  took  no  pains 
to  connect  with  them,  contingent  on  the 
suppression  of  the  present  disturbance, 
measures  calculated  to  heal  deep-rooted 
animosities,  and  allay  the  heart-burnings 
which  existed  in  that  misgoverned  coun- 
try. What  else  but  disorganization  could 
be  expected  in  a  society  where  misgovem- 
ment  was  never  checked,  until  its  results 
were  demonstrated  in  the  open  violence  of 
rebellion.  He  hoped  the  noble  lord  had 
made  an  exaggerated  statement ;  but  on 
his  own  shewing,  the  state  of  that  country 
exhibited  die  melancholy  proofs  of  unjust 
and  impolitic  measures.  With  a  popula- 
tion divided  on  religious  subjects,  they 
had  a  Church  establishment  greatet  than 
that  of  any.  Catholic  country  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  yet  no  religious  instruction 
was  given  by  that  cburch  to  one*tf  nth  of 
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MBUmnbmant  was,  that  the  parliament 
ahouM  $o  long  ttaod  by  witiiout  afford* 
log  one  single  remedy — without  taking 
one  tingle  step  to  stand  between  the 
iMHural  relation  of  causes  and  effects. 

It  was  no  wonder  that  euch  results 
should  attend  stich  ^  state  of  things.  The 
only  wonder  was,  how  parliament  could 
have  looked  on  so  long,  and  not  haTe 
taken  a  single  step  to  interpose  be- 
tween the  cause  and  the  neoessan^ 
effiftoC.  It  was  clear  that  his  majesty^i 
government  had  planned  no  measure 
cf  conciliation ;  and  the  noble  lord  had 
jilainly  avowed,  diat,  while  things  re* 
fnained  in  their  present  agitated  atate,  it 
was  no  time  to  talk  of  reoommending 
particular  measures  to  the  consideration 
&f  the  Irish  government.  Did  the  House 
htht  in  miod  the  very  principle  upon 
^Iriiich  the  present  ministers  had  accepted 
nisee,  and  the  compromise  by  which  they 
nad  been  since  kept  together  ?  Was  it  not 
notorious,  that  so  scrupulously  4elicate 
upon  every  question  ccnnected  with  Irish 
peiicy-**^80  nkely  balanced  and  trimmed 
was  this  cabinet,  that  if  any  one  of  its 
iMmbers  retired  from  office,  the  successor 
war  selected)  not  with  re^rence  to  his 
abiffty  to  €11  the  station,  but  on  llie  on« 
devstandkig  that,  with  resneot  to  Irish 
questions,  he  should  liold  the  exact  opf* 
nions  of  his  predeeeesore  ?  Any  questm 
beating  upon  Ireland — tlie  question  of 
Irish  Tithes,  still  more  the  important 
<|uestion  of  Cathollo  Emancipation  falling 
amongst  them,  was  ceitaki  to  produce  an 
iSKplosion.  They  had  heard  much  of  the 
terrifying  abuses  of  the  tidie  system  hi 
Ifiat  tsountry— tiie  fiitd  source  of  disorder 
and  of  oppression ;  and  be  was  glad  to 
hear  his  hon.  friend  put  a  question  to  the 
noble  UMtfquis  on  that  subject.  Great  as 
was  the  imkistry  of  his  hon*  friend,  nn4 

{^weiful  as  were  the  extortions  which  he 
ad  made  with  respect  to  other  qaestions 
^  pubHc  importance^  still  he  felt  that 
unless  the  question  was  tsflcen  upby  mi'i. 
nfsters,  any  attempts  to  correct  the  eril 
made  by  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
-House,  would  be  so  slow  in  their  efiects, 
«8  to  be  neatly  ineifecitual.  The  noble 
lord   had    drawn   a  most .  m^ncholy 


pf c^uft  of  the  state  of  Ireianil,  He  iiad 
described  one  part  of  that  country  to  b% 
in  a  state  of  open  rebellion.  Now,  either 
that  statement  was  exaggerated  or  it 
was  not.  If  It  was  exaggerated,  tbeih 
there  dearly  would  be  bo  ground  for  the 
present  measore.  An  aogmentatioB  eC 
the  military  foroe  of  the  country  would  foe 
quite  mMckmt  to  put  down  the  publie 
disturbance.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
whole  of  the  population  had  be^me 
tainted,  then  he  would  appeal  to  the 
House  to  eonsider  how  far  the  present 
act  was  likely  to  remedy  the  evil  (  fiM% 
after  all  the  enactments  ^they  couid 
make,  the  magistracy  would  not  be  able 
to  vi^  every  house,  and  to  seise  on  every 
person  who  shotrid  be  found  abroad  after 
snn«>set,  and  therefore  the  military  must  be 
calied  in  at  last.  Heehould  like  to  know 
why  the  military  might  not  be  called  in, 
in  tho  first  instance?  It  would  not  pro^ 
dace  any  additional  oxpswseio  the  oeun^ 
try,  lind  it  would  save  to  the  oonstitntieii 
the  irreparable  expense  of  sofatal  aninmad 
on  its  most  sacred  prinolples.  One  word 
as  to  the  suspension  of  the  Habeflts  Corpus 
act.  The  noble  lord  had  declared  ikat 
neither  political  nor  religious  animosilies 
were  mixed  up  in  the  present  -  disturb^ 
ances.  If,  then,  a  power  were  given  fm 
hftprfson  without  trial,  it  was  a  meisura 
wholly  inapplicable  4o  the  alleged  ml»> 
chief;  for  the  Suspension  act  was  otkj 
applicable  to  cases  of  political  or  reKgioui 
dfssention,  when  some  vident  p<^tical  or 
religious  agitator  was  stalking  abroad,  and 
when  it  was  desirable  that  the  gOTera- 
ment  should  have  the  power  of  Tossoving 
him  from  the  center  of  his  operations. 
Wiiat,  then«  would  the  natural  conse- 
quence be  when  the  people  found  such  an 
act  as  thiS'  passed,  whien  alone  wae  ap« 
plieable  to  politieal  or  religious  contests^ 
They  would  inifer  that  it  was  directed 
against  their  leaders— 4nen  who  probably 
enjoyed  that  rank  among  them  l^om  the 
part  they  took  in  their  religfous  or  poll* 
tical  controversies;  and  that  was  the 
euro  way  to  provoke  and  embody  In  fhe 
disturimnces  thai  from  which  the  ncMe 
lord  admitted  they  were  now  happily  free; 
and  to  promote  that  exasperating  evi}» 
which  happily  did  not  at  tho  present  mo* 
ment  deform  the  condition  of  eociety  in 
Ireland. 

The  Marquis  ofLandondeny  said,  that 
the  course  whidh  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  taken,  Imposed  upon  him 
th^  necessily  of  stating  a  fow  reasons  fal 
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rapport  of  the  priient  meatore.  From 
wbat  bad  beefi  already  said^  it  was  clear 
that  the  biU,  if  at  all  neceMary,  should  be 
paaeod  trithout  delay ;  and  here  he  would 
•baerfe,  that  the  d^culty  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eyening,  with  respect  to  the 
eogrossing,  having  been  removed,  there 
was  no  bbstacle  to  the  bill  passing  through 
h^  several  stages  that  nieht.  The  hon. 
ted  learned  member  had  found  fault  with 
ounisters  fbr  having,  with  the  knowledge 
ef  all  the  fiicts,  delayed  the  introduction 
of  the  measure.  But  if  this  proved  any 
thing,  It  proved  that  ministers  were 
anxious,  as  long  as  possible,  to  avoid  the 
kitrOdttction  of  coercive  measures.  He 
bad  hoped  that  the  introduction  of  the 
miiilary,  the  appointment  of  a  special 
eooimission  to  the  disturbed  districU, 
would  have  had  the  desired  effect.  The 
insurrection  (if  that  term  suited  the  hon. 
and  learned  getitleman  better  than  re- 
bellion) had  at  last  assumed  a  new  charac* 
ter,  and  required  the  enforcement  of  a 
more  proinpt  and  exemplary  measure. 
The  bills  bad  been  so  often  passed,  that 
no  delay  was  necessary  to  enable  the 
House  more  perfectly  to  comprehend 
Iheir  provisions.  The  only  question,  then, 
waSp  as  to  their  expediency.  Their  ne* 
oeaaitT  he  had  already  affirmed ;  he  de- 
plored it  as  much  as  any  man,  and  he 
admitted  that  they  were  great   inroads 

Em  the  constitution.  It  was  said  that 
y  were  umiccompanted  by  any  measures 
el^  conciliation,  and  an  inference  was 
raised,  that  government  was  averse  to  the 
due  consideration  of  such  measures  as  the 
aiate  ef  Ireland  required.  He  denied  thai 
inference,  and  declared  his  readiness  to 
Imv  and  discoss  whatever  propositions 
the  right  bon.  baronet,  or  any  other 
■noiber,  had  to  propose  for  the  relief  of 
that  country;  and  as  to  the  Catholic 
qooation,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
bad  tatted  of  the  cabinet,  asif  it  present- 
ed a  novel  q>ectaple  in  being  divided  upon 
that  great  aubject.  Did  he  not  know  diat 
the  cabinet  which  had  preceded  them  had 
beea  also,  though  not  in  the  same  degree, 
divided  on  that  subject?  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  discovery  had  not, 
therefore,  the  claim  of  novelty  upon  that 
point.  He  was  perfectly  ready  to  discuss 
the  Catholic  question  whenever  it  was  in- 
troduced ;  but  he  hoped  and  believed  that 
the  Gatholics  themselves  were  not  dis- 
posed to  adopt  a  tone  of  menace,  or  to 
seek,  in  moments  of  civil  tumult,  the  at- 
lainmeat  of  their  daims.  l\  watf  a  lUtle 
VOL.  Vf. 


whimsical  to  mark  ih|  «MK3^|loolMIM4 
ing  which  the  leaniiNlf<B(nil^Matt»  teii 
those  who  thought  «4th.  kim,-  aflopt«#fo» 
suit  their  own  porpsaaiy  fee^^tttftf^l 
balanising  constitutional  principles  in  Ih^ 
cabidet;   lind  yet  these  modetii"  Whigs 
were  ready  to  create  a  dictator,  and  invest 
him  with  the  full  exercise  of  those  power* 
which  they  were  at  the  same  time  ready 
to  deny  to  an  act  of  the  legislature,  setting 
,  forth  the  evil,  and  speci^ing  the  remedy^ 
and  restraining  and  limiting  the  scope  and 
period  of  ito  operation.    He  hfld  the  ut- 
most deference  and  respect  for  tl^  mar« 
quis  Wellesley ;  but  he  was  not  prepared 
to  erect  him,  or  any  othei^  hiiman  beings 
into  a  dicutor,   as  the  Whigs  of  the 
modem  school  were  so  ready  to  do.  The 
good  people  of  this  land  wahtednodictator^ 
they  peierred  the  letter  of  the  law,  how- 
ever narsh,  to  the  will  of  any  individoiA^ 
however  gifted^^He  now  begged  to  say 
a  few  woras  in  answer  to  the  bill  of  in- 
dictment which  the  hon.  member  for 
Limerick  had  put  forth  agunst  themagis^ 
trates  of  Ireland.    God  forbid  that  be 
should  deny  that  there  were  in  that,  as  hr 
other  oouiitries,  persons  not  fitted  fbr  the 
situation ;  but  he  declared  most  solemnly,' 
ihat  he  had  heard  for  the  fii^  time  that 
night,  that  justice  was  sold  for  mcMiev,- 
and  that  the  decision  6f  teagistrat^  could 
be  purchased  by  bribes.  He  had^  indeed, 
heard  it  brought  forward  more  than  once» 
that  magistrates  were  prejudiced,  were 
inclined    to    favour   one   party   above 
another;   but  he  had  never  heard  until 
that  night,  that  any  man  holding  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace,  degraded  his  station 
and  his  character  by  accepting  bribet^ 
He  never  would  assent  to  tbe  assertioB,' 
that  the  magistrates  of  Irelaad  were  a  de^ 
graded  body,  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  adminntration  of  the  hiws.    As  far  aa 
his  knowledge  extended  of  the  Irish  ma* 
nstrates,  and  he  was  well  acouaioted  with 
die  magistrates  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
Aeir  conduct  by  no  means  justified  the 
imputations    thrown    out  against  them. 
They  wdre  men  of  respecttible  station. 
He  imew  not  what  1^  hon.  gentleman 
meant  exactly  by  middlemen;   but  the 
magitftnites  of  the  country  must,  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  patent,  be  possessed  of 
freebMd   property.     He   cOidd   by.  no 
means*  agree  wftli  hon.  gentleinea  with 
respect  to  sevend  clauses  of  the  bill.  That 
clause  whfoh  gave  the  power  of  domimliary 
visits  \   visits  to  tbe  part  of  the  House 
where  females  might  be  repoaingb  had^ 
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qoelilob- 
bote  were 
rly  stated, 
man  found 
that  act 
;  that  was 
md  after  a 
•le  to   be 
ind  bound 
I  conduct; 
give  a  full 
explanation  of  hit  conduct,  he  would  un- 
doubtedly be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the 
law.    In  fact,  the  law  would  only  throw 
the  onus  of  proof  upon  the  accused.    He 
]uiew  that  that  was  a  sort  of  law  which 
was  not  to  be  approved  of,  and  the  ne- 
eeifity  of  it  he  much  deplored ;  but  let  it 
not  be  said  that  every  one  found  abroad 
afttr  sun-set  was,  without  trial  or  inquiry 
gf  any  kind,  to  be  sent  off  to  Botany  Bay. 
Socb  an  assertion  was  a  gross  misrepre* 
seetation  of  the  law.    The  administration 
of  the  law  was  not  left  solely  to  the 
magistrates;  there  were stron^p correctives 
in  Jmt  respect.    If  die  magistrates  were 
ever  so  corrupti  still  they  could  not  com- 
mit oppression  upon  individuals ;  for  the 
law  required,  not  merely  the  pi^esence  of 
magistrates,  but  also  that  a  kii^'t  counsel 
and  a  seijeant*at-law  should  pceside,  and 
that  the  assistant  barrister  of  the  county 
should  be   also  present.      And  if   the 
^lagistiates,  and  even  the  assistant  barris- 
ter should  be  found  corrupt  and  unjust, 
the  king'a  serjeant,  had,  by  the  bill,  the 
power  la  supersede  their  judgment,  and 
to  lay  the  case  before  the  lord  lieutenant, 
before  whom  an  appeal  lay.    Such'  was 
the  state  of  the  law :  it  was  not  a  state  of 
things  undev  whtck  he  would  wish  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  hit  days:  he  bopea  to 
live  to  see  that  law  repealed,  and  trdand 
sectored,  to  tranquillity;  bu^  at  the  pre- 
sent   moment,  whilst  the  rebel  stalked 
abroad,  whils(^he  was  actually  in  the  field, 
whilst  neither  the  life  nor  property  of 
any  honest  man  was .  safe,    could  par- 
L'ament  hesitate  to  deny  protection   to 
the    loyal    and    well-disposed  i     With 
respect  to  the  other  law,  he  had  a  still 
stronger  objection  to  it  than  to  that  to 
which  he  had  just  applied  himself ;  for  if 
there  was  one  provision  of  the  law  which 
it  woxM  go  most  to  his  heart  to  infringe 
upon,it  was  thatwhicb  protected  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.   He  agreed,  that  where  dis- 
turbance and  rebellion  raged,  it  was  not  to 
be  arrested  by  the  suspension  act ;  but  in 
other  paru  more  tranquili  where  theemis- 
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sariea  of  .iriielUeB  migbt  be  found  cotrwpi- 
ing  and  enflaming  the  people,  as  was  tte 
case  in  England  some  years  ago,  the  sua* 
pension  bill  would  be  the  most  proper 
power  in  the  hands  o£  the  executive,  to 
protect  the  unwary  and  to  lay  hold  of  the 
delinquent.    That  was  the  view  taken  by 
the  marqub  Wellesley ;  who  had  thetnao* 
liness  and  the  wisdom,  whilst  he  wished  to 
govern  that  country  in  the  true  spirit  of 
justice  and  of  mercy,  yet  to  let  it  be  seea 
that  he  felt  it  to  be  bis  first  duty  to  pro»- 
tect  the  loyal  and  the  well*disposed,  and 
to  assert  die  dignity  of  the  laws.  .Hon* 
gentlemen,  indeed,  had  said,  thatintho 
papers  on  the  table,  no  traces  couki  be 
found  of  the  opinions  and  views  of  that 
noble  marouis.    But  ministers  would  have 
betrayed  their  duty  to  the  noble  marquia 
and  to  the  country,  if,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  sanction  of  his  high  name  to 
such  measures  as  they  felt  it  i^ght  to  pro* 
pose  to  parliament,  the^  had  exposed  in 
too  naked  a  shape  the  views  of  the  noble 
marquis,  his  opmions  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  dangers  with 
which  it  was  assailed.  Ministers  laid  befoio 
that  Housei^narrativeof  transactionsjirhich 
had  taken  place  to  enable  it  to  guide  iia 
course ;  and.  here  he  would  say,  as  a, mi- 
nister of  the  Crown,  standing  in  his  plaoe 
in  parliament,  and  responsible  for  his  acts» 
that  no  steps  whatever  were  taken  by 
ministers,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  exoepi 
at  the  earnest  request  of  the  noble  person 
at  the  head  of  the  government  of  that 
country,  it  was  the  solemn  request  of  the 
marquis  Wellesley  to  ministers,  to  ^vehioi, 
without  delay,  those  powers  which  thejf 
called  upon  parliament  to  grant  him,  pow- 
ers which  had  been  granted,  in  timeaof 
public  danger,  to  his  predeoessorsb    The 
government  at  home  viewed  thatexoeUeot 
and  4listinguisbed  person  as  worthy  of 
great  confidence;    but. they  would  not 
view  him  as  b  demi-god ;  they  would,  not* 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in- 
vest him  with  ^solute  power,  and  pioee 
Him  as  a  dictator  iDNior  ine  lives  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people  of  Ireland.   .His  majes- 
tv's  minbters  would  take  the  conoessionof 
thehon.  gentlemen  opposite,  but  they  would 
not  apply  it  as  they  wl^ed.    The  noUe 
marquis  himself  looked  not  for  arbitrary 
power :  he  did  not  wish  to  play  the  despot 
m  Ireland.    As  the  representative  of  a 
constitutional  monarch,  he  wished  to  ad- 
minister the  laws  of  the  land  in  the  spirit 
of  conciliation.    He  felt  it  to  be  hia  first 
duty  to  traoquiilize  the  country ;  but  there 
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eould  be  lilfle  hope  of  aroeltoiiitiiiff  Hi 
cooAtion,  as  lonff  as  the  property  and  the 
Ivrea  of  ihe  lojal  and  well-disposed  were 
at  tuAe.  The  present  differed  from  the 
Ibrmer  bSls  only  in  one  clause,  which  he 
inieoded  to  read  to  the  committee.  It 
was  a  cUiuse  to  render  persons  liable  to  the 
petititie»  of  the  law  who  should  be  found 
goihy  of  writing,  sending,  or  postmg 
threateoing  letters  to  procure  arms  or 
SMNiey.  For  that  offeikce  no  proraion 
had  been  made  by  the  former  acts.  He 
wnmld  only  bq?,in  ooncluslon,  to  siry,  that 
ft»  bilk  whidi  he  now  proposed  were 
•tronghr  TeconiQiended  by  the  marquis 
WMlestey,  and  were  prepared  and  settled 
by  the  present  attom^-general. 
'  Mr.  ^roK^fAain  said,  he  never  dreamt  of 
eoofbnring  dictatorial  power  on  the  marquis 
Wellesley  or  on  any  ether  man.  What  he 
said  was,  that  sooner  ihan  give  extraor- 
dinary power  to  the  local  magistrates,  he 
woold  give  extraordinary,  nay,  dictatorial 
power  for  temporary  purposes,  to  the 
ooble  faarquis,  ptaced  at  the  head  of 
the  government;  and  responsible  for  his 
aoti. 


On  the  motion,  **  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  empower  the  lord  lieu- 
tonofit,  orotherchief  governor  or  governors 
of  Ireland,  to  apprehend  and  detain  for  a 
eertaio  time  such  persons  as  he  or  they 
shall  suspect  of  conspiring  against  his 
SMJesty's  person  and  government,*'  the 
Hoose  divided :   Ayes,  195.  Noes,  68. 

LU^ofiheMinariii^f 
Abercromby,  hon.  J.      Fitzgibbon,  hon.  R: 


Ord,W. 
Ossalstoo,  lord 
Palmer,  col. 
Price,  Robert 
Ricardo,D« 
Robarts,  A.  W. 
Robarts,  coL 
Rickford,  W. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Scarlett,  J. 
SeftoD,  earl 


0»» 

Smith,  W. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Hemey,  rt.  hoa.  0< 
Tennyson,  C. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wood,  aid. 
Winniogton,  mr  T.  K 

TELLERS. 

Bennett,  hon,  H.  G. 
Hiitchinson,hon.C.  U. 


On  the  motion,  that  tlie  Insurrection 
bill  be  now  read  the  first  time,  the  House 
divided:  Ayes  202.  Noes  44.  On  the 
motion,  that  the  bill  be  printed,  the  House 
divided:  AyesifS;  Noes  149.  The  Hill 
waa  then  re^i  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sprit^  Rice  aaid,  he  should  feel 
bound  to  take  die  sense  of  the  House, upon 
the  bin  now  going  into  a  committee. 

The  Marquis  of  ZofMfeiuibT^  expressed 
a  wish,  that  the  hon  gentleman  would  al- 
low the  bill  to  pass  its  several  stages  that 
night,  so  tbat  it  might  be  sent  up  to  the, 
other  House  to*morrow,  receive  tne  royal, 
sanction  on  Saturday,  and  be  transmitted 

to  Irehind  this  week.   The  hon.  gentleman 

I^eave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,    could  not,  be  thought,  gravely  persist  ia 


Bcrret,  S.  B.  Mi 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Benyon,  Benj. 
Benial,R. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Bright,  Henry 
Brougham,  Hemy  ^ 
Bordett,  sir  F. 
Boiy,  lord 
Cahrert,N. 
edvert,C. 
Ourter,  John 
€%ftoo,kid 
C«eevy,T. 

GlOBiptOB,S. 

Pavies,  ool. 
I>eniaan,T. 
DenisoD,  W.  J. 
Sbrington,  vise. 
Elhce,  £. 
Ferrand,'  R. 
FeigUwen,  sir  R. 
Fita^fMUd,  lord  W, 


Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Forbes,  lord 
Grattan,  J. 
Guraey,  H. 
'Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Hill,  lord  Arthur 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Hume,  J. 
James,  W. 
Johnson,  ook 
Lamblon,  J.  G. 
Lennard,  T.  B. 
Loshington,  Dr. 
Mabetly,  John 
Maberiy,  col. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J, 
Marjoribanks,  S. 
Moore,  Peter 
/Nagent,loid 
Newport,  sir  J. 


his  motion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  DemnoH  said,  he  would  oppose 
tjiepaissing  of  the  bill  that  night,  if  the 
noble  lord  peiEsisled  in  his  determination 
of  pvessing  it.  Stich  a  measure  as  this, 
involving  the  libertiea .  and  rigfatii  of  a. 
great  country,  ougbl^^  not  to  pass  like  a 
bill,  to  which  no  objections  could  be  made, 
and  on  which  no  information  was  required. 
Powers  like  those  granted  by  this  bill' 
ought  not  to  be  granted  without  the  fullest 
deliberation*  If  the  noble  lord  persisted, 
in  his  motion,  he  would  emplov  tue  formf 
of  the  Hottse  to  prevent  sucn  a  precipi- 
tate vote. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderrt^  said,  aa 
the  learned  gentleman  intended  to  employ 
those  forms  which  might  stop  the  passing 
of  the  Insurrection  bill  that  night,  be 
would  not  press  it,  but  would  only  beg 
that  the  other  bill  might  be  allowed  with* 
out  opposition  to  pass  through  the  same 
stages,  that  both  might  proceed  together. 

This  mojtion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  two 
bills  were  ordered  to  be  committed  to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday^  February  8. 
Thb  KiNa*s^ANswaR  to  thb   Ad- 
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DEBsa^]  Mr.  SpeiA:er  reported  tbeVi^'f 
Answer  to  the  Address  as  follows  t 

'<  Gentlemen, 

<<  I  thank  you  for  this  datifiil  and  loyfd 
Address.  The  attachment  F^fch  ^ou 
have  always  shown  to  my  person^  fapsily, 
and  government,  and  the  anxioii^  z^  v^ith 
Which  you  have  constantly  watche4  Qv^r 
the  loteresu  of  my  people,  satisfv  me  that 
every  pracUcablealleviationtothdr  existing 
distresses,  tsonsistent  with  their  permanent 
weteire,  willl>e  afforded.  Tou  may  rely  at 
all  tiaesf  «poii  my  cordial  rapport  in  the 
diadiarge  of  your  arduous  public  duties." 

IrcHxsTBR  Gaoi. — ^Mr.  Hunt.]  Mr. 
Alderman  JVood  rose  to  present  a  Petition 
firom  Thomas  Hunt,  the  son  of  Mr.  Henry 
Hunt,  at  present  a  prboner  in  Ilchescer 
gaol.  The  petitioner  complained,  that  he 
Sad  been  prevented  from  visitinghis  fkdier. 
The  alderman  said,  he  understood,  that 
Mr.  Hunt  had  been  placed  in  a  very  ex- 
traordmary  situation :  he  had  been  pre- 
cluded from  all  intercourse  even  with  his 
aolicitor  or  his  son.  Mr.  Hunt  had  like- 
triie  been  very  ill,  and  was  prevented  from 
obtaining  medical  aki  ao  eitrly  as  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  required;  the  medicfd 
gentleman  who  attended  the  prison 
living  at  the  distance,  of  five  miles. 
There  were  some  rules  made  for  the 
regulation  of  the  prison  under  an  act 
of  parliament.  It  was  necessary,  be- 
fore those  rules  could  be  enforced,  that 
they  should  be  signed  by  two  or  three 
judges.  The  rulea  had  been  in  existence 
tor  several  years ;  but  whether  it  was  that 
tliey  were  considered  too  severe,  or  f^om 
any  other  reason,  he  could  not  say,  but 
the  judges  had  never  signed  then  until 
some  time  sincO)  during  the  last  session 
of  parliament.  It  certainly  appeared  very 
extrabrdinary,  that  rules,  which  had  not 
been  signed  for  so  many  years,  should  all 
At  once  be  signed  and  put  in  practice. 
The  petitioner  set  forth,  that  his  father 
wat  debarred  from  all  intercourse  with  his 
fiimily,  and  his  medical  attendant.  The 
House  might  be  aware,  that  Mr.  Hunt  had 
made  an  application  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  that  the  court  had  made  an 
order,  that  M)r.  Hunt  should  see  his  so- 
licitor and  his  surgeon ;  but  beyond  that, 
he  was  to  receive  no  indulgence.  He  had 
not  seen  the  rules,  but  he  understood  they 
were  very  severe.  Mr.  Hunt  was  placed 
at  an  iron  grating,  and  was  altowcd  to  see 
his  friends  only  onc^  for  a  short  time  in  the 
2*  hours.    It  ought  to  be  remembered, 


Jlpkat^  Oaol^iir.  fbmh 
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that,  in  consequence  r*f  a  petition  of  Mr« 
Hunt,  the  Hquse  had  ordered  a  com* 
mission  to  investigate  the  circurostancea 
of  which  Mr.  Hunt  complained,  and  that 
that  commission  found  it  necessary  to  dis- 
cbarge the  gaoler,  whom  an  hon*  meqi^ 
her  had  declared  to  be  immaculate.  Hn 
expected  that  the  hoo*  member  to  whogt 
he  alluded  would  acknowledge  that  he  had 
been  deceived  when  he  spoke  so  loud  ia 
the  praise  of  that  man.  When  the  enn 
dence  which  was  given  before  t)ie  cooh 
mission  should  be  in  the  hands  of  mem* 
hers,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  brii^ 
the  whole  question  under  the  oonaidenK 
tjon  of  the  House.  The  evidence  would 
show  that  the  former  gaoler  bad  beea 
guilty  of  foul  and  criminal  offences..  He 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  ao£fer 
Mr.  Hunt,  who,  according  to  the  dedsra* 
tion  of  the  jud^e  who  sentenced  him,  waa 
not  to  be  held  in  solitary  confinement,  to 
be  treated  in  the  cruel  manner  of  which 
he  complained. 

The  SfdieitcrrGeneral  said,  that  the  in- 
dividual whose  petition  was  before  Iha 
House  had  made  an  application  to  the 
Court  of  King'B-Bench,  comfiJaining  that 
his  father  was  not  allowed  to  have  irt-( 
tercourse  with  his  aolicitof,  or  with  bis 
medipal  adviser.  The  moment  this  com- 
mimication  was  made  to  tl%e  court,  ifauB 
judges  me%  to  determine  upon  what  course 
of  proceeding  it  would  be  necessary  ta 
pursue.  The  result  of  their  deliberatioa 
was,  the  issuing  of  an  or^er,  the  object 
of  which  was,  to  cause  an  Investigation 
into  the  circunntances  which  formed  the 
subject  of  complaint.  That  investigating 
was  pending,  and  the  moment  tb^  evi- 
dence arrived,  it  would  form  the  aubje^ 
of  consideration  with  the  court  of  King**- 
Bench ;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  there 
had  pe^n  any  improper  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  gaoler,  or  any  other  individual 
connected  with  the  gaol,  the  court 
would  doubtless  correct  it. 

Sir  F.  BurdeU  said,  that  the  s^bj[ect 
before  the  House  was  one  of  the  moat  im- 
portant that  could  occupy  its,  attemtiea* 
What  the  Solicitor-general  had  aiw^d  wish 
respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  was  aU  venr  well;  but  there 
still  existed  a  question  for  the  consldeni-. 
tion  of  parliament.  Surely  the  mdividua^ 
was  not  to  be  confined  in  tlie  manner 
stated,  until  he  could  obtain  an  order 
from  the  court  of  King's-Bench.  The 
sentence  which  had  b^  -  passed  upon 
Mr.  Hunt  w^a,  under  all  the  caroMBalepcea 
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pi  the  em^  mmtikffmeafA  That  ien* 
tenci^  wBi  fttieulated  to  briog  the  judicial 
character  iDip  disrepute.  U  was  a  seof 
lence  mare  aevere  tkan  any  that  had  been 
delivered  aiiiee  the  ioAnnoop  time  of  the 
Stuarts.  If  9ii9h  aeotencet  as  that  which 
was  DronQimsed  upon  Mr.  Hunt  fret 
quently  occurred^  toe  chataoter  of  our 
judges  would  be  brooght  into  the  diarer 

Cte  whicb  lord  Clarendon  described  it  to 
Ye  been  in  at  the  period  to  which  be 
elluded»  and  which  that  great  writer 
atated  to  (lave  resulted  from  the  laAiction 
pf  punishaMota  disproportionale  to  the  of* 
fences.  The  aeotence  pronounced  upon 
Mr.  Hunt  seeased  not  to  hav«  been  ap- 
plied to  the  offiBoce,  but  to  the  individual. 
It  was  not  en  act  of  ^stice,  but  of  vea* 

faaoce.  It  was  a  paying  off  of  old  scores, 
hey  had  got  an  mdlividaal  who  had 
offisnded  them  in  tbdr  grasp,  and  they 
could  not  let  slip  the  opportunity  of 
wreaking  their  vengeance  on  him.  The 
sentence  of  Mr.  Hunt  was  dreadful.  Fer 
hU  own  part  he  would  as  soon  be  dead  as 
suffer  three  years  irai»'isonment.  The 
health  of  Mr.  Hunt  roust  be  affected  by 
bis  long  impfisonmenty  which  was  still 
further  aggravated  by  a  species  of  torture 
which  wsA  even  worse  than  another  spe* 
ciest  because  ell  the  sufferings  of  the 
victim  were  hidden  from  the  a^es  of  the 
public.  It  was  imposstble  for  him  to 
avoid  ex|Mressing  his  abhorrence  of  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Hunt.    The  judge  who 

E resided  at  his  trial  seemed  to  thimc  that 
e  ought  to  have  been  aequitte^*  He 
wJSy  indeed^  acquitted  on  all  the  counts 
hot  one ;  and  his  conviction  upon  that  one, 
turned  on  a  point  of  law,  rather  than  any 
thing  else.  How  could  Mr..  Hunt  know 
that  the  meeting  at  which  he  presided 
was  an  illegal  assembly?  Ko  violence 
took  place  upon  that  occaaion ;  and,  as 
fkt  as  Mr.  Hunt  was  concerned,  no  man 
oould  have  conducted  himself  with  more 
prudence,  discretion  or  merit.  The  judge, 
m  summing  up  the  evidence,  had  aaid  as 
much;  and  if  Mr.  Hunt  had  not  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  tried  by  a  jury— -for  it  w^ 
n  BMslbrtuna  upon  that  occasion— 4f  it  had 
depended  oq  the  judge  for  his  aoqait^k 
or  conviction,  the  former  would  certainly 
have  oocurredL  However,  he  was  only 
convicted  of  that  whicb  he  did  not  know, 
to  be  a  crime.  All  the  indsvidoals  who 
attended  the  meeting  tkoi^bt  they  were 
actii^  legally;  and  so  did  ^r.  Hunt. 
Whether  the  maatiag  itself  waa  piudeot 
or  not>  was  aaotfa^  gueatian.    Att  the 


iadividuais  who  attended  it,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  supposed  they  were 
acting  under  the  protection  of  the  laws* 
£ven  the  magistrates^    who  afterwards 
aoeosed  Mr.  Hunt,  sanctioned  the  lega-^ 
lity  of  the  meeting  by  their  opinion.    It 
would  be  recollected,    that    a   meeting 
which  had  been  proposed  to  take  place 
was  abandoned  upon  an  intimation  from 
the  magistrates  tbat  it  was  illegal.    The 
meeting,  for  being  present  at  which  Mr. 
Hunt  was  uow  suffering  punishment,  was 
then  amiouaced,  and  no  intimation  of  its 
illegaHty  haTing  been  given  by  the  ma^ 
gistratea,  it  accordingly  took  place.    The 
people  met,  as  it  were,   under  the  aano** 
tkm  of  the  magistrates:   wl^o,   it  was 
evident,   did  not  at  the  time  think  the 
aieeting  was  illegaly  and  ooukl  not  after* 
wards  prove  it  to  be  so.    Be  that  as  it 
mig^t,  Mr.  Hunt  was  only  convicted  of 
having  caused  so  large  a  number  ^  per- 
sons to  assemble  as  was  calculated  to  ex* 
cite  alarm  in  the  minds  of  other  persons; 
Under  those  circomstancea,  the  slightest 
possible  punishment  should  have  been  m» 
flicted.     But  when  the  heavy  sentence 
under  which  Mr.  Hunt  was  sufferinff  was 
passed,  and  that  ^tleman  had,   during 
his  confinement,  ^bcted  the  public  service 
of  brioging  to  light  a  pubhc  §|rievaBce^ 
by  exposing  the  cruel  and  dngraceftil 
conduct  of  his   gaoler«««<a   task   which 
would  i^pei^r  the  move  difficult,  whea  it 
was  considered  that  dut  mdividual  ^the 
gaoler)  veiled  his  improper  pvoceedmgs 
under  circumstances  whlok  imposed  upoa 
the  magistrates  of  Ae  oount3»-^it  was 
quite  scandalous  to  allow  a  gaoler,   or 
magistrate,  to  aggravate  ike  severity  of 
his  punishment.     With  respect  to  the 
rules  which  had  been  vefiBrred  to,  he  con- 
ceived they  were  intended  only  for  the 
regulation  of  the  prison,    and  that  Mr. 
Hunt  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
their  application.    Durins  the  course  of 
last  session,  Mr.  Hunt  had  complained  of 
certain  proceedings  which  had  been  in- 
stituted against  mm  fov  aellb^  roasted 
corn.    Upon  that  occaaioa,  the  law  offl- 
cen  of  tm  Crown  had  declared  that  they 
did  not  mean  to  sue  him  for  the  fin# 
whicb  was  hnposed  upoa  him :   but  it 
seemed  they  had  since  done  so.    That 
dffcumatanca  had  nothing  to  do  w^  the 
qoestmn  theubefbse  the  House;   but  it 
waaioMortaat,  as  showing  the  qaaaagno 
wttb  which  ffovemmeat  ragarded  that  in* 
divtdtiaL    He  ^ad  no  connexion  widi  Mr« 
Uuqt;l>iit  hestoodbefbietheHoaseas 
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an  anriered  person,  and  in  ihat  oba^ 
racter  he  knew  him.  He  coOld  not  know 
the  feelingt  with  which  some  personf 
might  regurd  him ;  but  if  he  were  objec- 
tionabks  to  any»  that  circainitabce  should 
only,  render  them  more  caotious  not  to 
iuffisr  him  to  betinjustly  treated,  lest  his 
case  should  hereafter  be  made  a  precedent* 

Mr.  Bathirst  said»  that  the  magistrates 
had  the  power  of  making  regolations  for 
tiieir  several  gaols,  and  when  they  were 
certified  by  tlie  judges  they  became  the 
law  for  the  government  of  those  gaols; 
He  complained  of  the  mode  in  whicli  the 
hon.  baronet  had  impugned  the  sentence 
paned  upon  Mr;  Hunt.  If  that  sentence 
was  improper,  it  should  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  regular  discussion;  but 
the  hon.  baronet  had  thought  &t  now  for 
the  first  time,  and  in  an  i^rect  manner, 
to  load  it  with  unqualified  reprobation. 
The  individual  alluded  to  had  himself 
•ought  out  the  quarter,  where  he  would 
find  redress;  be  had  appealed  to  the 
court  of  King^s-Bench,  that  very  Court 
which  the  hon*  members  opposite  were 
now  holding  up  to  obloquy*  But  they 
ought  to  remember  that  at  the  period 
when  the  crime,  of  which  that  sentence 
was  the  punishment,  was  committed,  this 
country  was  in  a  state  similar  to  that  of 
Irdand  at  the.  present  moment.  The 
state  of  the  manufocturing  districts  made 
It  necessary  to  let  the  country  know  the 
strength  of  the  law.  The  offence  was 
most  serious,  and  the  ludges  had  done 
their  duty  fearlessly,  my,  it  appeared 
that  the  country  would  support  tne  law ; 
for  according  to  the  hon.  bsronet,  Mr. 
Hunt  had  been  acauitted  by  the  judge, 
but  oondemned  by  the  jury, 

Mr.  Bennet  wished  to  Imow  who  those 
magistrates  or  judges  were,  who  had 
made  the  order  cono^amed  of.  He  was 
confident  there  were  no  gaol-rules  which 
would  authorize  a  gaoler  to  act  as  the 
gaoler  of  Mr.  Hunt  had  acted.    What ! 

Event  him  from  seeioff  his  sdioitor,  or 
son  i  Gracious  God !  he  should  have 
thouffht  it  impossible  that  any  men,  hav- 
ing Uie  feelings  of  fathers,  could  have 
proposed  such  an  order.  They  were  told 
that  the  court  of  KmgVBench  would 
consider  the  matter;  but,  the  question 
was,  by  what  risht  the  orders  complained 
of  were  orighially  made?  He  would  take 
it  upon  him  to  say,  thai  no  law  had  ever 
been  passed  whicn  would  authorize  such 
orders.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that 
the  measures  which  had  been  adopted 
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%rere'  necessary  for  the  seduritT  of  Mn 
Hunt.  If  he  medicated  escape  mNncon' 
finement,  it  was- not  necessary  that  he 
should  consult  his  solicitor,  his  surgeon^ 
or  his  son,  upon  the  means  of  putting  hit 
design  into  execution.  Upon  the  same 
pretence,  he  might  have  been  placed  in 
irons.  He  viewed  the  a^ir  with  sus- 
picion, and  could  not  help  thinking  thas 
the  treatment  which  Mr.  Hunt  was  ex- 
periencing was  intended  as  a  paoishment 
tot  the  investigation  which  he  bad  caused, 
the  g^ilt  which  he  had  detected,  and  the 
misraanagemeat  which  he  had  exposed. 
Lookiog  at  Mr.  Hunt  as  an  indivfidosl, 
oppressed  by  an  iniquitous  jodgaent,-  he 
had  desired  to  take  the  decisioo  of  the 
House  upon  his  case;  but  he  had  ab- 
irtained  from  doing  so,  beoause  he  knew 
that  no  person  connected,  as  Mr.  Hunt 
had  been,  with  the  disturbances  whichr 
had  arisen  some  time  back,  would  obialfl 
justice  in  that  House.  Had  he  known 
any  Houie  of  Commons  that  was  williag 
to  have  afibrded  redress,  he  and  many 
others  would  have  been  anxious,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  have  come  forward  upon 
the  subject.  The  persuasion  that  no  such 
house  existed,  hs^  deterred  him  from 
publicly  stating  his  opinion;  but  in  private 
he  had  always  avowed  his  detestation  of 
that  sentence  of  iniqui^  and  folly  pro*^ 
nounced  by  the  court  o£  King'ft-Bench— 
of  iniquity,  because  the  punishment  for 
exceeded  any  offi»»oe  imputed ;  of  folly, 
because  it  converted  an  object  of  perhaps 
just  reprehension  into  a^  public  nuutyr. 

Mr.  DicUmton  dented,  that  any  of  the 
complaints  of  Mr.  Hunt  arose  out  of  ill- 
treatment  he  received  because  he  had  oo- 
casioned  the  recent  investigation  and  ex- 
posure at  Ilchester.  With  regard  to  the 
rules  of  which  so  much  had  been  said,  it 
waa  proper  to  observe,  thatthough  they  had 
Mcistence  they  had  no  operation  at  the  time 
Mr.  Hant  was  first  sent  to  the  gaol :  they 
had  been  Jong  prepared,  hot  had  never 
been  signed  by  any  of  the  judges.  Thqr 
bad  beoa  postponed  from  assiae  to  assiae, 
by  the  different  judees ;  and^  Mr*  Justioe 
fHirrough  and  Mr.  Justice  Holreyd  h«F* 
ing  dedined  to  inspect  tliem,  they  had 
very  recently  met  with  the  approval  and 
signature  of  Mr.  Baron  Gcaham  and  Mr« 
Justice  Best  He  had  waited  upon  Mn 
Justice  Best  with  the  rules,  and  had 
pointed  out  particukrly  the  efbct  of  ooa 
of  them  upon  Mr.  Hunt,  who  wished  to 
be  visited  by  what  he  caUed  his  fiunily, 
which  meant  nothing^  else  than  that  ha 
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vttBfted  thg  cemiMHijr  tf  die  wife  of  m- 
olher  Qtto,  4»f  the  aame  of  Viee^  wiM>9  as 
WM  well  known,  had  long  been  liTtng 
with  hian.    After  die  rales  had  been  once 

roved  by  the  judges,  he  conceived, 
the  nagistrates  of  the  quarter  sessions 
had  no  power  to  alter  them. 

SHr  /•  Ccffin  was  merely  desirous  of 
sajring,  that  when  he  formerly  bore  testi* 
mony  to  the  character  of  the  keeper  of 
IkhMCer  gad,  he  had  not  die  slightest 
saspidon  that  tfaumb-screws  were  ever 
enplo jed  in  it* 

Sir  T.'LeUkbridge  maintained,  that  no- 
thing  but  the  indolence  eranted  to  Mr. 
Hunt  had  led  to  the  complaints  of  which 
the  House  had  already  heard  too  much. 
If  he  had  been  treated  like  other  prisoners 
dbarged  with  similar  offimces,  all  die 
troubles  that  had  lately  arisen  would  have 
been  avoided.  As  to  the  mittistracy  of 
Somerset,  they,  were  a  body  m  men  inca- 
pable of  actmg  from  impure  or  unworthy 
motives,  and  were  as  reqiectabte  a  bench 
aa  any  in  the  kingdom.  With  respect  to 
the  petition,  if  anv  ulterior  proceeding 
were  proposed  hcMiould  steadily  oppose 
it;  for  he  thonght  it  unconstitutional  for 
that  House  to  attempt  to  reverse  the  sen* 
tenoe  of  a  court  oClaw. 

Mr.  HobkoMse  said,  he  should  be  g^d 
to  be  informed  whether  Mr.  Hunt's  son 
was  to  be  considered  as  an  improper  per- 
son to  have  access  to  him.  With  regard 
to  the  female  in  question,  he  knew  no- 
thing of  her,  and  he  would  not  stand  up 
in  trat  House  to  defend  immoral  conduct ; 
but  be  would  sa^  that  exclusion  from  the 
society  of  that  female  was  no  part  of  Mr. 
Hunt's  Benteoce.  The  boo.  baronet  had 
attributed  much  of  the  mischief  to  the 
Goiiceattons  which  had  been  made  to  Mr. 
Hunt.  *Was  the  removing  of  the  thumb* 
screws  a  conceanop?  Or  was  it  in.  the 
eyes  of  the  hon.  baronet  a  miiohief? 
i^rely,  the  hon..  baronet  could  not  have 
known  ci  the  ezisteooe  of  these  practices, 
or  he  never  would  have  justmed  such 
conduct.  In  a  list  of  sentences  for  poli- 
tieal  libels  he  observed  a  judgment  upon 
one  man  of  four  years  and  a  half. :  Tliis 
was  a  sentence  unknown  even  in  the  atro- 
cious times  of  Charles  the  1st.  It  had 
been  ssid  that  an  improper  time  was  se- 
lected for  the  present  complaint ,  but,  in 
Ms  opinion,  complaints  of  such  a  nature 
m%ht  to  be  brought  forward  stall  times. 
He  tbou^t  ministers  would  be  highly 
culpsble  if  they  did  not  send  down  an 
elder  to  relax  the  severities  complamed 
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<£  The  sentence  iapon  Mr.  Hunt  he  had 
always  condemned;  and  as  long  as  he  had 
aseat  in  that  House,  or  a  tongue  in  hia 
head,  he  would  pronounce  it  to  be  one  of 
the  most  outrageous  sentences  which  had 
ever  disgraced  the  Bench.  The  judge 
who  tried  die  case,  he  believed  dki  not 
expect  a  conviction. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Shrewsbury,  had  made  a 
most  unwarrantable  and  unprovoked  at- 
tack upon  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench.  If.  die  cendemep  oppo- 
site entertained  the  opinion  they  had  ex- 
pressed, whj  had  they  not  brought  for- 
ward a  soec^ific  charge.  The  hon.  men^ 
ber  for  Westminster  had  aelected  a  case 
of  heavy  punishment  for  political  libel. 
He  (Mr.  Attorney  General)  did  not  know 
th&case,  but  he  presumed  it  was.  that  of 
the  "  much  injured*'  Cariile.  That  in- 
dividual bad  been  punished,  not  for  one 
libel,  but  for  a  series  of  libels  of  the  most 
aggravated  description.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Westminster  was  mistaken  in  sup^ 
posing  that  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  who  tried 
Mr.  Hunt,  did  not  expect  a  conviction. 
The  charge  of  that  learned  judge  to  the 
jury,  impartial  as  it  was,  clearly  showed 
the  opinion  of  the  judge  upon  the  count 
in  the  indictment  on  whicn  the  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict.  Mr.  Hunt  had  had  a 
most  impartial  trial :  he  was  tried  in  a 
county  of  his  own  selection,  by  a  jury  of 
his  own  selection,  and  after  the  trial  he  had 
complimented  the  judge  on  the  impar- 
tiality he  had  displayed  on  the  triaL  And 
now  that  learned  judge  was  arraigned  fpr 
the  sentence  he  had  afterwards  passed. 
To  remove  any  doubt  as  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Justice  Bayley  on  the  case  itself,  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
language  of  the  sentence,  which  declared 
that  the  ofience  anproadied  very  oeariy 
Mo  the  crime  of  high  treason.  iPerhapa 
the  hon.  gendemen  opposite  thooriit  Se 
Manchester  meeting  was  1^.  [Hear.] 
But  the  jury,  the  judges,  and  the  majority 
of  die  country  thought  otherwise.  How- 
ever it  was  unnecessary  to  discuss  that 
question  at  the  present  moment.  All  that 
hecompiainedof  was,  that  the  hon.  member 
had  not  brought  the  subject  before  par- 
liament in  a  proper  shape.  With  respect 
to  the  rules  of  the  prison,  he  did  not  pro* 
fcss  to  know  any  thing  about  them ;  but 
he  knew  that  the  moment  Mr.  Hunt  com- 

filained  to  the  court  of  King's-bench  by 
etter,  that  court  had  made  an  order,  for 
giving  bun  redress  j,  a  drcumstance  which 
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ihoWed  thai  Mn  Hunt  himBelf  hadDoithal 
#piDion  of  tb«  court  o^Kiw'i^-bcach  whidi 
appeared  to  be  eaterttfmed  by  hon.  mem- 
ber8«  It  was,  therefore^  unfair  to  arraign 
the  conduct  of  tbe  judges  of  that  court 
upon  general  censure,  without  reducing 
them  10  a  specific  oharga 

Mr.  Hobnouse  said,  it  was  not  Carlile's 
case  to  which  he  had  alluded,  though  he 
knew  very  well  the  motive  of  the  learned 
member  in  mentioning  Carlile  with  refer- 
ence to  him«  The  case  he  alluded  to 
was,  a  lentence  passed,  not  by  the  court 
of  KingVbench,  but  by  the  quarter*ses- 
sions. 

The  Attorney  General  declared,  upon 
his  honour,  that  he  had  no  motive  what- 
ever in  mentioning  the  name  of  Carlile, 
with  reference  to  the  hon.  member*  As 
the  hon.  member  was  complaining  of  tiie 
conduct  of  the  court  of  King's-bench, 
and  as  the  case  of  Carlile  was  that  in 
which  the  court  had  passed  the  heaviest 
of  its  sentences,  he  naturally  concluded 
that  his  was  the  case  alluded  to. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

KmoHTSBRiDos  Barrack»*^Psti- 
TioN  or  THB  Corporation  or  Lon-^ 
DON.]  The  Sberiffii  of  London  presented 
the  following  Petition : 

.  <<  To  the  hon.  the  Commons  of  tbe 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  parliament  assembled.**  The 
humble  Petition  of  tbe  lord  mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Comroon*council  assembled, 
'  «<  Sheweth-^That  it  is  with  feelings  of 
serious  pain  and  rigret  that  your  peti- 
tioners should  have  occasion  again  to 
approach  the  bar  of  your  hon.  House  ill 
the  language  of  complaint,  and  to  be 
compelled,  as  well  on  their  own  behalf 
as  on  that  of  the  civil  authorities  through* 
out  the  country^  to  call  apoa  your  hon. 
Hous^  for  protettion  agaiBSt  that  lawless 
imd  ildconstitiitlonai  spirit  recently  mmaU 
tested  in  the  frequent  attacks  made  by 
the  military  against  his  majesty's  unarmed 
and  peaceable  subjects,  and  which  your 
petitioners  lament  to  state,  has  even 
extended  itself  to  an  outrage,  and  an 
attempt  at  assassination  of  m  bead  of 
the  civil  power  of  the  metropolitan 
oeunig: 

**  Thtit  upon  the  melancholy  occasion 
of  the  funend  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
Caroline,  two  persons  of  tbe  names  of 
Francis  and  Hooey  unfortunately  lost 
tbetr  livest  in  consequeDoe^  as  it  would 
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appear  fbom  tite  inquests  of  tbe  cdrooer, 
of  ttm  illegal  And  onjnstifiabb  violenee  o^ 
some  of  the  lifb*  guardsmen,  against  onv 
or  more  of  whom  a  verdict  in. the  oner 
case  has  been  retumedof « Wilfiil  Mnder,' 
and  in  the  other  of  <  Manslaugbter: 

**  That  noUoe  havinp^  been  exteashrely 
oircolated  of  the  intenuon  of  interring  the 
bodies  of  those  unfortunate  individuals  as 
Hammersmith,  on  Sunday  the  26th  day 
of  August  last,  and  of  having  a  publio 
fimeral,  Mr.  Alderman  Waithman,  one  of 
the  then  sheriffs,  and  a  conservator  of  the 

Jmblic  peace  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
elt  it  his  duty  to  direct  the  attendance  of 
the  constables  and  officers  of  the  dtvisiims 
nearest  to  and  through  which  the  funeral 
procession  was  expected  to  pass,  and  also 
to  attend  in  person  to  prevent  or  quell  any 
tumult  or  disorder : 

''  That  the  sheriff;  being  necessarily 
apprehensive,  under  tbe  existing  Irritatioa 
of  the  people,  and  the  melancholy  occaskMi 
for  which  they  were  assembled,  that  some 
insult  might  "be  oftred  to  the  lifi»-giiardi 
in  their  barracks,  loosed  of  the  conata* 
bles  chiefly  in  that  vicinity,  and  actmdly 
ranged  a  body  of  them  m  front  of  the 
barracks,  with  instruetioiis  to  apprehmd 
every  individual  who  sboidd  attempt  to 
commit  any  act  of  oatrage  or  disorder : 

^  That  the  funeral  in  oonsequenoe  of 
these  precautions,  passed  the  barracks  tw 
Sn  oroerly  and  quiet  manner,  narked  by 
no  other  peculiar  drcumstaoee  than  that 
of  a  brick  being  thrown  from  the  barracks. 
Tbe  sheriff's  admonitions,  and  the  presence 
of  the  constables,  succeeded  in  repressing 
the  provooatiea  which  sueh  a  wantoa 
act  was  but  too  well  calculated  to 
eitcite : 

**  That  wlien  tbe  proeession  had  passed 
and  while  the  road  cotitioued  to  be 
crowded  with  people,  tbe  galee  of  the 
barracks  were  thrown  open,  aod  the  av^ae 
filled  with  soldiers;  that  t)ie  people 
gathered  roond  the  spot  and  oxprcssed 
tneir  displeasure;  that  a  tomidt  appearing 
inevitable,  the  sheriff*  requested  to  sneak 
with  the  officer  on  doty,  but  without 
effect;  and  it  was  onVy  by  repeated 
expostulation  with  tbe  soldiers  tiiat  he 
prevafled  upon  them  to  retire  within 
the  barracks,  and  to  close  the  exterior 
gates: 

<*  That  shortly  afler  the  gates  were 
unexpectedly  thrown  open,  and  the 
soldiers  roshed  out  armed  with  swords, 
carbines,  and  sticks,  and  attacked  the 
people  most  furiously,  withoat  distinctieo 
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ofags  or  le^.  Tbcittfie  aberifi;  fipding 
matteri  in  Ab  aerious  stutQ,  rods  directly 
upon  the  caii»e**way»  and  interposed 
between  the  parties,  and  succeeded  in 
separating  ihem.  While  thua  engaged, 
a  soldier,  with  wbpm  he  bad  been  before 
expoatulatingt  and  who  wat  theDefore 
acquainted  with  his  official  situation, 
i^tuted  forward  at  a  man,  a&d  kpooked 
bim  dowD.  At  the  same  time,  while  thq 
sheriff  was  using  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  prevail  upon  the  soldiers  to  retire 
wiiiiin  their  barracks,  and  the  people  to 
desisiand  keep  the  peace,  the  bridle  of 
his  horae  waa  violen^y  seized  on  the  one 
side  by  an  pScer  in  undress,  end  on  the 
^lier  side  by  a  soldier,  whose  vit^ace 
be  bad  just  noticed,  and  who  endea¥oured 
to  tb^ow  iufl  horse  over  the  causeway. 
That  the  sheriff  only  preserved  himself 
by  sirikiD^  the  soldier  wiftb  his  attek,  and 
making  his  horse  piuqge.  That  imme** 
diataiy  several  of  the  soldiers  rushed  at 
the  soer^with  their  swords  drawn,  and 
one  actoaUy  loaded  his  carbine,  and 
direc^d  it  towards  the  sheriff*  but  this 
ruffian  was  prevented  by  the  brave  inter- 
position of  one  of  the  constables,  who 
knocked  the  carbine  from  his  shoukler* 
That  dtiriag  the  affray  the  sheriff  could 
not  obtain  an  interview  with  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  life-guards,  and  when  he 
desired  some  of  the  constables  to  repre- 
sent  Co  them  in  the  mos^  respectful  terms 
his  desire  that  the  soldiers  siiould  be 
kept  within  the  barracks,  the  message 
returned  was  in  language  most  upwar- 
fantable  9^  gross,  and  stating,  that  they 
would  not  nuke  their  Qien  prisoners  for 
hiss: 

.  <<That  yoQr  petitioners  observe  with 
surprise  and  regret,  that  although  his 
majesty's  government  apprehended  a 
breach  of  the  peace  between  the  life- 
gitardsBien  and  the  people,  from  tlie 
atate  oi  irritation  in  wnich  the  minds  of 
both  parties  wero  known  to  be  from  the 
unbafi^y  catastrophe  on  the  day  of  her 
majesty's  remains  leaving  Hammersmith, 
a  verdict  of  Wilful  Murder  having  beea 
giveo  against  a  life-guardsman  in  rcspeet 
#f  one  of  the  individuals,  and  the  jury 
^tmttoing  then  jmpaneUed  in  the  other, 
9et  that  oo.eficient  measures  were  taken 
by  his  msiesty's  government  or  the  officer 
isooMMnding  the  tnoops  at  Knigblsbridge 
to  jMMrreot  the  same  by  guarding  against 
a  imMsipQ  of  the  irritated  parties,  and 
Iha^  the  sheriff  of  the  couaty  was  left  not 
ook  to  preserve  the  public  poace,  but  to 


defend  tbe  people  against  the  aiercilesa 
outrages  of  an  infuriated  and  ar«^ 
soldiery,  unaided  by  any  means  but  the 
constitutional  ones,  and  without  any 
assistance  or  support  from  the  police  anc( 
copnty  magistrate : 

••  Tl*at  your  peti(io|^ers,  from  a  careful, 
minutet  and  full  exaniination  of  the  affair, 
tbroMgh  the  medium  of  a  report  of  a 
coaupilteD  of  your  petitioners,  together 
with  the  evidence  taken  by  such  com- 
mkie^t  all  which  they  beg  permission  to 
lay  before  vo^r  boo.  IJouse,  do  find, 
that  not  only  a  furious  attaqk  was  made 
by  'the  life- guardsmen  on  the  people,  thus 
placing  the  livps  Gf  his  mi^y's  fubj^cts 
u)  imnMuent  danger,  but  that  a  violent 
and  personal  outrage  was  likewise  com-« 
laitted  bjr  the  $eldieni  on  the  sberiS^  while 
in  lh$  Qxemphtfy  execution  of  his  dutieSf 
by  laudabW  everting  him^lf,  at  \\m  great 
hazard  of  his  life,  to  preserve  the  pubh'a 
peace,  and  iu  bis  peisop  in  tbo  higa  and 
impoUaat  jBtation  which  he  filled,  thus 
cootemning  and  defying  the  civil  authority 
with  which  he  was  invested,  and  planting 
a  military  power  above  the  law  t 

*<  That  the  day  following  tlie  sheriff 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  right  boo.  earl 
Bathurst,  one  of  his  majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  detailing  the  events 
that  bad  taken  place,  and  although  his 
majesty's  government,  as,  represented  by 
the  noble  earl  in  his  reply  to  tbe  8beriS*'a 
letter,  deemed  an  inquiry  necessary,  yet 

iour  petitioners,  with  astonishment,  taka 
lave  to  inform  your  hon.  House,  that,  as 
far  as  they  can  learn,  no  proceedings  or 
ioquinr  have  hitherto  tfdcen  place,  or  the 
sheriff  been  required  to  produce  any  evi« 
denee,  of  io  aaywise  called  upon  to  sub*' 
stantiate  tbe  circumstances  and  represent 
tations  contained  in  his  said  letter  to  earl 
Bathurst;  and,  notwithstanding  tbe  doubts 
which  the  noble  earl  has  thought  proper 
to  entertain  with  respect  to  the  correctness 
of  tbe  sheriff's  statement,  yoi^r  p^titioi^ers 
cannot  forbear  impressing  upon  your  hon. 
House  their  decided  conviction  (fpuoded 
upon  the  |[K>ncurrent  testin^ony  of  the 
evidence)  of  the  full  truth  of  the  sheriff'^ 
letter  to  lord  Bafhurst,  and  that  it  was 
wholly  to  the  exei'tioos  of  tlie  sheriff 
fthst  much  mi«chief  aad  bloodsbad  were 
<pref  ented : 

^  Your  petitioners,  thercfotre,  humbly 
pray  vour  hon.  House  to  .institute  an 
laHneoiate  and  effioctual  inquiry  into  th^ 
orjgia#  progress,  and  teminatJon  of  the 
tranaeictioos  aud  outrsge  above  aUuded  t^f 
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and  adopt  such  measuiies  at  in  your  wicdditi 
sliall  seem  meet,  to  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  the  like  violation  of  the  laws;  and  that 
your  hon.  House  will  take  such  steps  as 
will  protect  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  City  of  London,  in'  the  persons  of  its 
officers,'  the  sherifis,  from  military  force 
and  irisubbrdination,  uphold  the  liberties 
of  the  subject,  and  preserve  to  the  civil 
authoritres  throughout  the  nation  their 
personal  security,  rights  and  immunities.*' 
On  the  motion  of  alderman  Wood,  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Irish  Insurrection  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of- the  day  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee on  this  bill, 

Siif  «/•  Newport  said,  that  he  understood, 
from  the  -  noble  lord  opposite,  that  the 
noble  marquis  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  ^o* 
vernmeflt  had  recodnikiended  the  adoption 
of  the  Insurrection  bill  and  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  suspension  bill,  without  alteration 
or  modifitetion ;  atfd  having  in  every  for- 
raer  traotaction  of  that  noble  person's  life 
admired  his  talents  and  entertained  the 
highest  Opinion  of  his  public  conduct,' lie 
was  disposed  to  wave  his  own  opinion,  and 
not  to  press  for  the  modification  of  mea- 
sures whic^h,  it  wa»  said,  the  noble  mar* 
quis  demanded  witl>out  modification.  He 
took  this  course,  also,  on  the  conviction, 
that  if  he  were  to  persist  in  calling  for 
mcTdifications,  and  if  the  House  gave  way 
to  his  representations,  then,  should  the 
measure  be  found  inapplicable  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ireland  ^as,  however  modi- 
fied, he  believed  it  would  be),  he  should 
be  accused  of  having  rendered  the  act 
inoperative  by  the  introduction  of  those 
modifications.  Under  such  circumstances, 
the  responsibility  (and  an  awful  respon- 
sibility it  was)  rested  with  the  head  of 
the  Irish  government,  who  required  these 
measures  in  their  most  potent  form. 

Lord  Fo/i^oit^  said,  he  felt  himself  im- 
periously called  upon  to  enter  his  protest 
acainst  the  measures  proposed  by  the  no- 
bus  marquis.  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
thooglit  proper  to  wave  his  objections  to 
the  proposed  measures,  on  the  ground  of 
hii»  great  Confidence  in  the  diipo^tion  and 
charaeter  of  tlie  marqub  Wellesley.  But 
for  himself,  he  must  say,  that  upon  no 
authority  whatever  ^otida  he  deem  it  con- 
6i>stcnt  to  invefet  any  individual  with  such 
authority  as  these  measures  were  meant  to 
create.  Where  was  the  evidence  of  lord 
WdM^^s  authority  for  the  adoption  of 
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these  measures ?  There  wai,  in'fa<H,  no* 
evidence  whatever  to  warrant  the  adoprion 
of  such  extraordinary  measures.  To  find,= 
then,  that  no  less  than  190  gentlemen  had' 
voted  last  night  for  the  passing  of  these 
measures,  without  any  evidence  to  shevr" 
that  they  wefe  netfessary,  had,  he  musr 
say,  filled  his  mind  with  hotror,  shatner 
disgust,  and  he  would  add  indignation.* 
That  so  many  gentlemen  could  be  found 
thus  to  surrender  to  ministers  the  liberties' 
of  Ireland,  must  be  nlatter  of  surprise  with' 
every  man  who  had  any  regard  for  public* 
freedom :  for  tliese  measures  invmved  a 
sacrifice  of  the  very  bulkwark  of  liberty  i 
and  what  roust  the  ptd>lic  think  of  those* 
ministerd  and  their  adherents,  who  would 
thus  tamely  surrender  the  constitutional 
privileges  of  the  people  ?  He  hoped  the 
people  would  boiur  in  mind  how  they  had 
been  treated  on  this  occasion.  The  meet-' 
tng  of  parliament  had  been  postponed  to* 
an  unprecedientedly  late  period  and  when' 
it  was  assembled,  they  were  address^  by 
a  Speech  from  the  throne  remarkable  for 
its  omissions  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
the  country.  One-fourth  of  that  Speech 
related  to  the  affiii^s  of  Ireland;  and  it 
spoke  of  that  country  in  such  terms,  aa 
must  render  it  impossible  for  any  one  who 
had  read  the  passage  to  believe  that  Ire- 
land was  in  that  state  of  outrage  and  re- 
bellion which  the  noble  lord  had  described; 
That  the  people  of  that  country  should 
be  up  in  arms-^that  they  should  have 
taken  the  field,  as  it  were,  againM  the 
militai^  force — in  shorty  that  they  should 
be  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  and  yel 
that  bis  majesty,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  should  speak  of  them  as  he  had 
done,  was  to  him  quite '  inoonceivable. 
His  majesty  said,  that  <<  a  spirit  of  out- 
rage, which  had  led  to  daring  and  sys- 
tematic violations  of  the  law,  had  arisen, 
and  still  prevailed,  in  some  parts  of  the 
country.*'  But  outrage  and  systematic 
violations  of  the  law,  were  vtry  diffbrent 
from  rebellion,  and  were  perfectly  di^ 
tinguisbsible  from  what  the  noble  lord  had 
described.  The  papers  whioh  had  beeti 
presented  to  the  House  (and  the^y  were 
the  most  noeagre,  the  most  unsatisfaclor? 
thmgs  that  could  possibly  be  conceived; 
on  which  to  found  any  measure)  'did  n0t 
support  the  sweeping  statement  of- the 
noble  lord.  Hot,  if  the  country  were  in 
a  state  of  rebellion,  it  was  in  that  state,  «s 
was  observed  by  a  noble  lord  (Mounts 
Charles)  who  was > generally -a  supporter 
of  ministerSi  -and  .whose  euthonty  was 
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^ibere£Br0  entiUed  to  coDsUeradoD,  in 
^ODsequence  ofthe  negligence  and  the  apa- 
tbyofnismaj^fitv's  Government.  Thcjioole 
repr^seotativc  tor  Donegal  had  told  them» 
that  this  state  of  outrage  bad  coi^ tinned 
for  months,  and. that  if  ministers  had 
called  parliament  together  in  October  or 
Novenu>er»  much  mischief  would  have 
been  avoided,  and  much  bloodshed  been 
spared.  If  that  were  the  case,  who  was 
accountable  for  the  state  of  rebellion  in 
which  the  noble  lord  described  Ireland  to 
|>e  I  Kone  but  himself  and  his  colleagues. 
^d,  were  these  the  individuals  to  whom 
the  House,  in  its  confidence,  would  in- 
trust these  powers?  Were  these  the 
persons  whom  they  were  bound  to  believe, 
^hen  they  declared  that  those  powers 
were  necessary  ?  Besides^  these  remedies 
were  not  applicable  to  the  state  of  things 
which  the  noble  lord  had  d^cribed.  With 
respect  to  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension 
act,  he  could  not  see  how  it. applied  in 
an  J  way  whatever  to  the  situation  of  Ire- 
land as  described  by  the  noble  lord.  In- 
deed, the  noble  lord  had  not  said  that  it 
did  apply.  His  observation  was,  that  a 
state  of  things  might  possibly  occur,  in 
which  the  operation  of  such  a  measure 
would  be  useful.  Was,  then,  the  Habeas 
jCorpus  act  of  so,  little  importance^  that 
It  was  to  be  dispensed  with,  in  expecta- 
f ion  of  some  contingency^  and  in  tne  ab- 
sence of  any  a^equatie  c^use  for  its  sus- 
peB^ioii  I  Was  it  of  so  little  consequence, 
that  parliament  might  susoend  it  as  a  mea- 
sure of  anticipation  i  One  bon.  gentle* 
man  had  stated,  that  be  considered  the 
Insurrection  act  a  very  proper  measure, 
but  that  he  looked  on  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Suspension  act  as  improper  and  unne- 
cessary. But  that  gentleman  had  added, 
that  he  would  support  the  latter,  because 
he  approved  of  the  former,  and  he  did 
not  like  to  divide  his  votes.  This  was  the 
way  in  which  such  incongruous  measures 
were  cairied.  There  was  no  evidence 
whatsoever  of  the  existence  of  rebellion. 
Where  was  it  to  be  found  i  Certainly  not 
b  the  Kine's  Speech,  nor  in  the  papers 
on  ,their  table.  But,  if  disturbances  ex- 
btcd  in  some  small  districts,  was  that  to 
be  advanced  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  sus- 
pending the  liberties  of  the  whole  people 
pf  Ireland?  His  right  hon.  friend  had 
said  that  he  would  not  oppose  these  mea- 
sures if  they  were  called  for  by  the  mar- 
fluis  Wellesley. '  Now,  to  the  assertion 
that  (he  i^arq^Mis  Welleslejr  had  called  for 
(hp9e  ^wers^'he  would  give  the  aiiswei' 


Feb.  8,  Id^. 


i\m 


which  an  hon.  gent)eii^m  bad  given  last 
night,  namely,  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
marquis  Wellesley  wanted  such  powers  to 
be  placed  in  his  hands  by  psu-liament. 
If  ^e  had  requested  them,  tnqy  would 
have  been  favoured  with  some  evidence  to 
prove  that  such  was  his  wish.  It  would, 
mdeed,  have  been  the  manifest  interest 
of  ministers  to  lay  that  evidence  before 
the  House.  But  the  spirit  of  the  n9ble 
lord's  observations,  and  the  statement 
contained  in  these  papers,  would  bear,  the 
inference,  that  the  noble  nnurquis  did  cnot 
desire  these  powers,  and  that  ^he  did  not 
conceive  the  country  to  be  in ,  a  state  of 
rebellion.  This  was  a  plain  view  of  the 
case;  and  he  could  never  agree  to  con- 
cede such  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
Crown,  or  indeed  any  powers  wjbateven 
on  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  sl  minister,  wlijch 
was  nothing  more  than  air,  and  might  be 
uttered  at  one  moment  and  forgotten  the 
very  next.  The  temper  and  character  of 
the  marquis  Wellesley  had  been  frequently 
alluded  to  as  an  argument  for  fearlessly 
intrusting  those  powers  to  his  hands. 
This  argument  had  no  weight  with  him. 
Power  was  a  very  tempting  possession; 
and  it  had  always  been  found  that,  when 
individuals  were  invested  with  extei^jve 
authority,  the  more  ^hj^  had,  the  iporo 
they  wisned  to  have.  Tne  active  and  ar- 
dent mind  of  the  marquis  Wellesley  was 
{)recise]y  of  that  description  which  de- 
ighted  m  the  acquirement  and  exercise  of 
power :  and  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that,  at  one  period,  be  eojoyed  despotic 
power.  He  had,  it  was  true,  ran  a  very 
brilliant  career ;  but  that  circumstance  did 
not  lessen  the  danger  of  intrusting' him 
with  absolute  authority.  Buonaparte  had 
also  run  a  brilliant  career ;  butane  was  a 
great  tyrant.  The  splendor  of  his  achieve- 
ments might  be  admired ;  but,  would  any 
one  be  inclined,  on  account  of  that  splen- 
dor, to  clothe  him  with  despotic  power  ? 
The  mind  of  the  marquis  Wellesley  wai 
of  that  lofty  description,  his  character  was 
of  that  determined  nature — which  might 
lead  him  to  render  his  already  brilfiant 
career  still  more  brilliant,  by  the  exetcm 
of  despotic  power.  Such  power,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  confided  to  no  per- 
son ;  and  least  of  all  was  it  calculated  for 
such  a  man  as  the  marquis  Wellesley,  who, 
from  his  long  habits,  would  perhaps  be 
the  most  anxious  to  possess  it.  He  meant 
nothing  disrespectful  to  the  noble  marquis; 
but  he  thought  he  had  shown  that  the 
reasons  givcT  by  his  right  hon.  friend  for 
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f fethr  conceding  thos^  gtfetl  {lowers  to  tile 
heaa  of  the  Irish  government  were  fiot 
¥alid  opes.  He  recollected,  in  the  early 
period  of  bis  pariiamentary  life,  that  the 
mode.  IB  which  tlie  noble  tnarquis  had 
formerlj  exercised  power,  became  the 
■;td)ject  of  inquiry  in  that  House ;  and  he 
must  say,  that  the  manner  in  which  he  ap« 
peared  to  have  used  bis  authority  was  not 
of  such  a  nature  as  would  tempt  him  to 
place  power  in  the  bands  of  that  noble- 
man again.  Transactions,  it  appeared, 
had  taken  place  in  India— transactions 
with  which  the  marquis  Wellesley  was  in- 
titoateYy  connected-*->which  could  not  be 
^remembered  without  exciting  ftelings  of 
pain.  Never  could  he  forget  the  line  of 
conduct  which  the  noble  marquis  pursued 
towards  the  unfortunate  princes  who  came 
wichih  hxs  grasp,  and  towards  the  un- 
fortunate countries  which  he  subjugated 
for  the  East  India  Company.  ITis  pro- 
ceedings with  respect  to  the  Nabob  of 
Oude.  the  Nabob  of  die  Camatic.  the 
I^eishwa.  and  other  princes,  were  memo- 
rable instances  of  the  grofts  abuse  of 
power,  abd  of  the  j^reatest  cruelty.  His 
conduct  partook  of  the  spirit  which  dis- 
tinguished the  proceedings  of  all  those 
who  were  possessed  of  despotic  power. 
The  same  conduct  was  pursued  by  Buona- 
parte, when  he  wielded  the  power  and  re- 
sources of  France,  towards  all  the  go- 
vernments which  he  subjugated.  Having 
acquired  this  knowledge  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis's conduct  in  India,  he  confessed  that 
he  did  not  feel  very  wiBii^  to  place  those 
^)(thH>rdinary  powers  in  bis  hands.  He 
nad.  he  believed,  stated  his  sentiments  in 
a  parliamentary  way ;  abd  be  thought  he 
kiad  said  enougn  to  show,  that  there  was 
tiothing  in  the  conduct  of  the  noble  tnar- 
quis  to  Justify  the  House  in  placing  these 
exoii)itant  powers  at  hfs  disposal. — Ano- 
^ther  point  of  argument  had  oeen  used  on 
^is  oecasioo,  iniich  appeared  to  him  to 
ve  equally  fallacious ;  and  it,  too,  rested 
on  personal  character.  The  noble  lord 
liad  told  them  that  the  Insurrection  act 
was  drawn  up  and  prepared  by  Mr.  Plun- 
kett.  the  present  Attorney-general  for  Ire- 
land, and  formerly  a  member  of  that 
House.  It  was  said,  that,  as  he  bad  sided 
on  many  public  questions  with  those  who 
opposed  ministers,  therefore,  his  au- 
thority must  have  considerable  weight,  in 
giroving  that  government  were  actuated 
y  a  just  and  liberal  spirit.  But  this 
authority  also  failed ;  for  two  years  age. 
when  the  celebrated  six  actii  wove  panfed. 
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he  recollected  the  definttiott  fliat  leameA 
gentleman  gave  of  liberty.  He  stated; 
that  <<  liberty  was  the  power  of  doing  that 
which  the  law  enabled  a  man  to  do;**^ 
under  which  definition  the  Turkish,  the 
Hindoo,  the  Algerine  people-^but  not 
the  people  of  Ireland,  when  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act  was  suspepded**-would  enjoy 
as  much  liberty  as  the  people  of  Bneland. 
notwithstanding  all  the  securities  and  safe-' 
guards  with  which  our  fore&thers  had 
surrounded  our  rights  and  privileges* 
That  learned  gentleman,  thinking,  per- 
haps, that  the  people  of  England  nad  too 
much  liberty,  treated  them  with  the  In- 
surrection act.  With  the  respect  to  the 
application  of  these  laws,  not  one  intfivi- 
dfual  amongst  those  who  supported  them 
could  show  how  they  applied  to  the  state 
of  the  country.  They  wanted  something, 
it  seemed ;  and  they  were  willing  to  put 
up  with  these  bills,  widiout  troubling 
themselves  about  the  efficacy  of  their 
Operation.  It  was  melancholy  to  see  Uie 
House  of  Commons  brought  to  this  sittia-> 
tion — that  in  the  absence  of  alt  reason  and 
evidence,  at  the  mere  beck  and  invitation 
of  the  minister,  they  were  willing,  on 
the  preceding  night,  to  force  these  bills 
dirough  all  their  stages.  The  House  wats 
now  runnhig  a  career  most  fatal  to  the 
Country.  Viewing,  with  feelings  of  alarm, 
the  inroads  which  were,  daily  making  on 
the  constitution,  he  should  oppose  both 
these  bills,  but  most  partleularly  that 
which  suspended  the  Habeas  Corpus  act. 
The  Marquis  of  ttmdandetry  said,  the 
noble  lord  had  thought  fit  to  assert.  Ihat 
the  declaration  of  a  minister  of  the  Crown, 
In  his  place  in  parliament,  was  net  to  be 
received  a?  evidence— that  the  Hatise 
ought  not  to  legislate  upon  it.  Hey  hoWi> 
ever,  begged  leave  to  combat  that  position. 
A  minister  of  the  Crown  making  a  state- 
ment in  his  place,  and  pledging  his  oficial 
responsibility  for  its  accuracy,  was  as 
liable  to  be  challenged  and  impeadhed.  if 
his  statement  were  incorrect,  as  if  he  had 
laid  a  false  dispatch  on  tlie  table  of  the 
House.  If  a  mmister  could  so  fin*  forget 
himself  as  to  assert  that  which  was  not 
matter  of  fact,  his  conduct  would  deserve 
the  severest  animadversion,  and  would  be 
justly  visited  bv  the  contei>^>t  and  deteita* 
tion  of  mankmd.  And  sorely  the  man 
who  could  have  the  hardihood  to  protlaim 
a  false  ikct  to  the  House,  would  be  equaBy 
capable  of  forgieg  a  dispatch.  Hci  ther^ 
fore,  questioned  Uie  noble  lories  constitu- 
tiodal  authorities  on  tbla  ed^jectt^   TUa 
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was  Dol  the  tnt  time  dve  nobfe  lord  hftd 
iDBnifested  a  dispo^tion  to  fbrtn  a  contrast 
with  diose  whose  principles  he  generally 
advocated ;  and  that  erening  he  had  ex* 
bibited  a  most  notable  contrast  to  the 
gentlemen  aronnd  him.  He  appeared  to 
hare  risen  more  for  the  purpose  oF  attack* 
iog  the  marquis  Wellesley,  than  of  im- 
parting anj  mformation  to  the  House. 
Now,  he  would,  in  a  few  wt>f  ds,  state  how 
the  fkcts  stood  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  aHuded,  .and  he  would  then  leave 
them,  like  other  facts  in  our  history,  to 
carry  their  conviction  with  them,  per* 
fectly  conTinced  that  the  character  or  the 
noble  marquis  would  not  suffer  in  pubKc 
estimation  thereby.  It  was  matter  of  no- 
toriety that  parliamentary  proceedmgs  re^ 
htiveto  the  conduct  of  marquis  Wellesley 
were  instituted  some  years  ago.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  noble  lord  was  the 
prosecutor  in  his  own  ^>erson  on  that  oc- 
casion, or  whether  he  was  the  associate 
of  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Paull,  who 
bad  finmd  his  way  into  that  House.  The 
man^g  Wellesley  had,  at  that  time, 
terminated  his  brdiiant  careor  in  India. 
He  had  returned  crowned  with  laurels 
from  the  teat  of  that  government  which 
he  had  so  long  and  so  ably  administered, 
and  he  had  brou^t  widi  him  the  love  and 
admiration  of  all  who  had  witnessed  his 
exertions.  He  found,  however,  on  his 
arrivai  here,  that  instead  of  sitting  down 
to  enjoy  the  well-earned  fhiita  of  his 
honourable  labours,  he  had  to  travel 
throu^  a  lonjj  investigation  of  his  con- 
duct, at  the  instance  of  the  individual 
whom  he  had  just  named.  Considerable 
delay  in  tofisequence  intervened  before 
he  received  that  homage  which  was  justly 
due  to  his  talents  andmtegri^,  and  which 
he  did  tihitoately  receive,  in  spite  t)f  all 
opposition.  He  believed  there  never  was 
an  accusatfam  brought  witlnn  the  waits  of 
that  House  which  imparted  more  painful 
■ensations  to  men  of  dimtified  foelings ; 
iior  onoi  the  dcll^at  of  which  was  hailed 
with  greater  pleasure.  The  ntfble  lord 
had  applied  the  word  •«  cruelty  "to  the 
condtict  of  the  marqufa  Wellesley  t  but 
he  would  .assert,  and  he  would  appeal  to 
the  right  boo.  baronet  who  sat  on  the 
noUe  lord's  right,  whether  the  noble 
nuorcnds  was  not  the  last  man  in  the  world 
to  whose  conduct  such  an  epithet  ouriit 
to  be  applied.  The  noble  lord  adfbrded  a 
aofltaty  instaace  of  a  desire  to  promtdgate 
opiolona  whU;h  were  at  variance  with 
thoeoheld  by  all  other  ^nen.    To*nighf, 


while  dlt  those  Around  him  were  warm  in 
their  admiration  of  the  public  and  private 
conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley — ^when 
they  appeared  almost  ready  to  confide 
supreme  power  to  him — ^the  noble  lord 
stood  forward  to  attack  his  character. 
He  congratulated  the  noble  lord  on  the 
solitary  distinction  which  he  had  acquired 
—a  distinction,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which 
he  was  sure  no  person  would  disturb  him. 
With  respect'  to  the  objections  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  it  was  fitting  that  he 
should  midce  an  observation  or  two.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  said,  he  would  rath^v 
pass  the  Martial  Law  bill  than  the  Insur- 
rection act  What  was  the  Martial  Law' 
bilU  A  measure  that  applied  to  all  Ire- 
land; and  was  therefore  unlike  tfte  In- 
surrection act,  which  remainedinoperative, 
unless  it  was  put  in  force  on  the  applica- 
tion of  seven  magistrates.  The  Martial 
Law  bill  was  only  applicable  to  a  state 
"  flagrante  hello;**  whereas, the  Insurrec- 
tion aet  was  applicable  to  a  country,  tf 
part  only  of  wmch  was  in  a  state  or  in-i 
surrection.  To  that  part  its  provisions 
could  be  api^ied,  wlien  the  magistrates 
called  for  it,  while  the  other  portion  of 
the  country,  which  was  in  a  peaceable 
state,  were  not  afiected  by  it.  The 
reverse  was  the  case  with  the  Martif^ 
Law  bill.  Miartial  law  was  the  suspension 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  into  the  bargain. 
It  was  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  placed  ra  military  hands.  The 
ftmctions  of  the  King^s-bench  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  military  officers.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  of  the  worst  kind.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  take  this  flight  with  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  and  to  trust  the  execitionr 
of  the  laws  to  marching  rcgmiehts,  rather 
than  to  the  jiidgew.  Whatever  g^oom  of 
nttnd  or  exatetion  of  confidence  in« 
flueneed  the  right  hon,  baronet  m  brin^- 
ity  liim  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole 
or  Ireland  ought  tube  handed  over  to 
marching  regiments,  he  could  not  partici- 
pate ill  his  cotH:lusions.  A  more  temperate 
and  more  judicious  course  had  been 
chosen.  He  could  conceive  a  case  in' 
which  military  law  ought  to  cover  the  face 
of  flie  comitry ;  but  this  was  not  such  a 
Case.  He  was,  therefore,  as  litde  disposed 
to  concur  with  the  riff ht  hon.  baronet  for 
resortinr  to  military  law,  as  he  had  been 
last  nr^t  to  agree  with  an  hon.  and 
leameagentleman  in  conforring  absolnte 
power  on  the  noMe  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Irish  government.    The  suspension  of  *cr 
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HabeasCorpus  act  hadjiever  been  intended 
to  apply  to  acts  of  outrage  and  rebellion. 
He  bad  stated  tbe  evil  to  wbicb  it  iras  a 
corrective,  and  tho  only  corrective.  It 
was  not  for  rebellion  in  the  field,  but  for 
cases  where  emissariesweie  inflaming  men 
into  rebellion.  In  such  cases,  it  was  the 
onlv  mode  of  saving  the  counUrv  from 
their  pernicious  labour.  He  thererore  did 
not  lament  that  lord  Wellesley  had  come 
to  the  decision  of  not  applying  for  martial 
law.  It  had  formerly  been  of  great  utih'ty^ 
but  it  was  not  the  proper  measure  for  the 
present  exigency. 

Dr.  Ltahington  said,  that  in  whatever 
iriew  he  contemplated  this  obnoxious  bill, 
be  never  could  recognize  the  necessity 
for  its  enactment,  nor  believe  that  it  was 
calculated  to  work  the  result  which  its 
supporters  anticipated.  It  was,  in  the 
first  place,  very  extraordinary,  that  the 
noble  marquis,  on  the  discussion  of  the 
King's  Speech,  had  not  betrayed  the 
slightest  indication  of  the  measures  pro« 

Eosed.  He  would  go  further,  and  state 
is  belief  that,  up  to  Tuesday  ni^t,  the 
noble  marquis  had  not  made  up  his  mind 
on  the  subject  But  last  night  the  noble 
marquis  was  determined;  he  proceeded 
to  the  accomplishment  of  his  object  with 
m  diligence  not,  as  it  would  seem,  pro- 
portioned to  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
out  to  the  expedition  of  the  en^osser. 
If  tbe  tirgency  was  so  pressing  m  the 
minds  of  the  lung's  ministers,  how  came 
It  thai  no  order  had  been  given  to  the  clerk 
to  take  a  copy  of  the  bill  from  the  Statute- 
book.  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  for 
him  not  to  doubt  the  necessity  for  such 
a  bill,  even  from  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
marquis  himself.  But,  after  he  had  de- 
termmed  on  the  measure,  what  had  the 
nMe  lord  done  to  induce  the  House  to 
accede  to  it }  ,  He  had  referred  it  to  the 
(Mipers  placed  on  the  table,  and  to  a  jus- 
tifiable confidence  in  the  character  of  the 
marquis  Wellesley.  With  respect  to  the 
papers,  he  would  admit  that  the^  con- 
tained information  of  outrages  in  difierent 
eouoties  of  Ireland.  To  check  such  acts 
of  insubordination  some  remedial  measures 
were  admitted  to  be  necessary ;  but  he 
never  could  believe  that  either  prevention 
or  remedy  could  be  found  in  an  Insurrec- 
tion bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  similar  tendencv. 
Far  better,  in  his  contemplation,  would 
be  the  prompt  interposition  of  the  consti- 
tutional tribunal  of  those  special  commis- 
aions  which  should  be  forthwith  assembled 
at  Limerick,  Cork  and  Tralee,  prepared 
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to  proceed  to  the  trial  of  all  those  crimi- 
nals which  the  military  force  should  bring 
in,  and  thus  vindicate  the  power  of  the 
law  by  the  immediate  con  victioaof  its  trans- 
gressors. With  such  commissions  sitting 
m  the  respective  districts,  and  the  military 
force  actively  employed,  thepublicsecurity 
might  be  maintained,  and  all  those  viola- 
tions of  tlie  liberties  of  the  subject  avoided. 
His  right  hon.  friend  (Sir  J.  llewpprt) 
was  contented  to  give  to  the  lord  lieute- 
nant all  the  powers  necessary  to  remove 
the  existing  evils.  To  chat  extent  he  was 
not  prepared,  to  go:  he  could  not,  either 
on  the  evidence  contained  in  the  informa- 
tion on  the  table,  or  in  any  confidence  in  tlie 
marquis  Wellesley,  consent  to  pass  the  two 
bills  at  preseut  under  discussion.  And 
here  he  must  be  allowed  to  advert  to  the 
animadversions  which  the  noble  marquis 
opposite  had  cast  so  unjustly  on  his  noble 
friend's  (Folkstone)  conduct  that  night* 
In  every  word  that  his  noble  friend  uttered 
he  agreed.  When  the  noble  marquis  op- 
posite arraigned  his  noble  friend  for  his 
Iiesit^tion  to  confide  extraordinary  powers 
to  the  marquis  Wellesley,  did  it  escape  his 
recollection,  that  the  conduct  which  his 
noble  friend  arraigned,  had  been  made  the 
subject  of  impeachment^  censure,  and 
blame  in  the  House  of  Commons.  .  If  the 
iK}ble  marquis*s  memory  failed  him  on  that 
point,  he  begged  to  remind  him,  that  he 
himself  had  heard  the  same  opinion  sup- 
ported by  tbe  late  sir  Samuel  Bomilly, 
in  as  able,  as  powerful,  and  as  eloquent  a 
speech,  as  was  ever  heard  within  the  walls 
of  parliatnent,  and  ending  in  the  con- 
deomation  of  the  conduct  of  lord  Welles- 
ley. The  same  conviction  was  enter- 
tamed  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
and  Mr.  Windham.  If,  then,  his. noble 
friend  was.  in  error,  he  was  in  error  with 
names  as  distinguished  as  ever  griaced,  or 
ever  would  grace  the  roll  of  parliament- 
men  whose  very  presence  amongst  them 
had  retrieved  the  character  of  tbe  House, 
when  other  recollections  of  its  proceed- 
ings had  merited  reprobation.  When 
therefore,  the  noble  marquis  threw  out 
his  animadversions  on  his  noble  friend,  he 
(Dr.  L.)  had  aright  to  revert  to  the  facts, 
in  order  to  repel  them.  It  had  been  his 
duty,  in  reference  to  those  proceedings 
to  have  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Sheridan. 
That, question  liad  for  its  object,,  to  learo 
from  him  whether  or  not  he  had  aban* 
doned  tbe  farther  proceedings  on  his  mo- 
tion relative  to  the  marquis  of  .Wellesley. 
The  answer  ^e  gave  was,  that  though  he 
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refftned  all  hi^  former  opinions,  he  did 
not  mean  by  proceeding  to  run  the  risque 
of  dissolving  the  Grenville  administration. 
The  conduct  of  Mr.  Sheridan  on  that  oc* 
ca^'on  he  considered  e)ctremely  culpable, 
as  wdl  as  that  of  the  administration ;  be* 
h'eVing,  though  politically  attached  to 
that  party,  that  it  was  a  compact  between 
the  constituent  parts  of  that  administra- 
tion, to  screen,  at  &11  events,  the  marouis 
Wellcsley.  >  That  determination  he  had 
then,  as  he  did  now,  arraign.  Out  of 
power  it  was  all  vieour,  zeal  and  energy 
m  support  of  the  charges,  when  in  place, 
these  qualities  were  exchanged  for  cold- 
ness, apathy,  and  oblivion.  No  political 
prelections  could  induce  him  to  approve 
of  such  a  line  of  conduct.  The  opinions 
he  then  entertained  as  to  certain  parts  of 
the* conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley  in 
India,  he  now  retained.  Givine  him  the 
fullest  credit  for  vigour,  talent,  and 
energy,  he  stOI  was  disposed  to  contend, 
that  the  noble  marquis  had  overlooked 
the  obligations  of  public  faith  in  the  bril- 
liant Prospects  or  extended  dominion; 
and  tnerefore  it  was  that  now  he  would 
not  consent, -on  the  personal  credit  of  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  invest  him 
whh'  extraordinary  and  despotic  powers. 
In  the  nanAe  ^  every' constitutional  prin* 
ciple  he  would  ask,  whether  such  alarm- 
ing powers  ought  to  be  vested  in  any  man 
on  persona]  confidence? — powers  which 
suirendered  tlie  whole  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland  to  an  arbitrary  decision 
— without  any  ability  of  investigation, 
and  with  the  moral  certainty  that  a  bill 
of  ^ndenmity  was  the  certain  and  undis- 
puted consequence  even  of  an  oppressive 
abuse  ?  He  would  give  credit  to  the  in- 
clinations of  the  lord  lieutenant  strictly 
and  truly  to  dischar^  such  a  duty,  but 
in  the  many  and  various  claims  upon  his 
official  attention,  it  was  almost  impossible 
that  be  could  in  every  instance  have  the 
means  or  the  power  to  exercise  a  sound 
discretion.  He^  would  call  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  marquis  opposite,  a  case 
to  which  the  noble* marquis  himself  was  a 
party ;  innocently  he  was  convinced,  but 
whidi,  in  the  distractions  which  agitated 
Irelaod,  iUustrated  the  impossibility  of 
preventing^  &e  abuse  of  extraordmary 
pdWers.  The  cate  he  alluded  to,  he  had 
from  the  most  respectable  authority — , 
from  the  son  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
been  nearly  made  the  victhn-of  the  mis- 
take* The  son  had  heard  that  his  father, 
a  lUman  Cfltbolici  a  man  of  high  diarao* 
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ter,  and  a  Property  of  5,00(V.  a-year,  waa* 
about  to  be  arrested  on  a  warrant  for 
high  treason,  signed  by  the  noble  mar- 
quis himself.  On  hearing  of  such  ioten* 
tion,  the  son  proceeded  to  Dublin;  and 
made  the  necessary  inquiries  at  the 
castle.  He  was  there  assured  that  he 
was  misinformed,^  as  there  was  no  such 
intention.  The  warrant  was,  however, 
signed  and  issued,  and  was  about  to  be 
executed,  when  the  son  again  set  out  for 
Dublin,  and  was  at  lensth  obliged  to  ob* 
tain  a  warrant,  to  set  aside  the  original  war« 
rant  signed  by  the  noble  marquis  himself, 
in  mistake.  Here,  then,  was  an  instance 
where  a  respectable  individual  was  near 
being  sublected  to  all  the  miseries  of  an 
Irish  gaol.  With  respect  to  the  magts« 
tracy  to  whom  these  bills  gave  such  unli- 
mited power,  he  would  impure  the  House 
to  reflect  on  the  information  it  ba^ 
received  from  those  best  qualified  to 
afford  it.  Would  they,  after  all  they  had 
heard,  confide  such  laws  to  the  persons 
Invested  with  that  authority  ?  He  would 
ask  the  noble  marquis,  or  the  late  secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  whether  it  was  not  a 
fact,  that  a  murderer  of  the  name  of 
Scanlan,  was  not  only  not  taken  into 
custody  after  the  perpetration  of  his 
crime,  but  was  actually  known  to  have 
been  in  the  company  of  the  magistrates 
of  Limerick,  although  his  crime  was  noto- 
rious and  his  person  was  identified;  more« 
over,  that  he  was  suffered  to  remain  at 
large,  until  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Limerick,  the  crimi- 
nal was  arrested  and  convicted?  He 
would  ask  further,  whether  the  accooH 
plices  of  the  murderer  were  not  per* 
mitted  to  escape?  Besides,  when  he 
heard  such  a  character  of  the  Irish  magis- 
tracy, from  Irish  members,  how  could  he 
consent  to  entrust  the  execution  of  such 
laws  to  such  instruments  ?  But  then  the 
noble  marquis  interposed,  and  assured  the 
House  that  he  had  a  palliative  I  The  trial 
by  jury,  that  sound  so  dear  to  the  ears  of 
Englishmen,  had  no  attractions  for  Ire- 
land. Hie  noble  mar(^uis  was  ready  with 
his  king's  Serjeant,  which  was  to  stand  in 
its  stead  for  ever  and  for  aye.  What  an 
Irish  Serjeant  might  be  he  knew  not,  as 
he  never  saw  one ;  but,  with  all  doe  re- 
spect to  his  majesty's  serjeants-at-law  in 
thb  country,  he  would  rather  entrust  his 
life  to  any  jury  that  could  be  collected  in 
England,  than  to  any  Serjeant  amongst 
them.  It  was  not  that  they  were  not 
honourable  and^  learned  men,  but  that> 
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thus  selected^  they  must  be  Influenced, 
in  some  degree,  by  a  political  bias,  from 
which  it  was  not  in  human  nature  to 
divest  themselves.  It  was  not  presuming 
too  much  to  think,  that  if  by  their  deci- 
sion eight  or  ten  poor  Irish  peasants  were 
transported  improperly,  such  an  exercise 
of  their  discretion  would  be  overlooked  in 
the  character  they  would  acquire  for 
vigour  and  activity  in  enforcing  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  law  [hear,  hearj  from  the 
ministerial  benches.]  He  would  ask 
those  from  whom  the  cry  came,  whether 
tl^  experience  they  had  had  of  legal  pro- 
motions, even  in  this  country,  did  not 
justify  that  conclusion  i  He  agreed  with 
the  noble  marquis,  that  it  would  not  be 
consistent  to  blend  any  conciliatory  mea* 
sores  with  these  penal  acts.  But  he,  at 
the  same  time,  implored  the  noble  mar- 
quis to  carry  his  reiBections  to  the  unfor* 
lunate  extent  to  which  the  spirit  of  in- 
subordination and  outrage  bad  so  fre- 
quently arisen  in  Ireland  for  the  last 
Uiirty  years,  and  that  at  length  tlie  period 
bad  arrived,  when  the  most  searching  in- 
vestigation into  the  causes  of  these  deso- 
lating ebullitions  of  popular  outn^e  should 
take  place.  Let  him  not  be  told  of  the 
difficulties  that  interposed.  Doubtless, 
there  were  difficulties  arising  from  causes 
beyond  human  control,  such  as  pestilence 
and  famine,  which  could  not  be  prevented, 
but  in  the  political  worid  there  were  no 
difficulties  with  which  human  reason  could 
not  contend.  The  state  of  Ireland  had 
never  been  investigated;  and  it  was  the 
want,  or  the  postponement,  of  such  inves- 
tigatioa  that  aggravated  all  the  evils  under 
mich  Ireland  suffered.  He  would  ask 
the  noble  lord,  whether  the  marquis 
Welleslcy  had  mked  for  these  biUs  whole 
and  entire  i  Or  whether,  if  modified  by 
some  clauses,  as  to  tlie  intervention  of 
juries,  the  same  beneficial  results  might 
not  follow,  as  its  supporters  expected  from 
its  adoption? 

Mr.  Lockhart  eould  not  asree^  that  to 
paaR  these  bills  wos  to  -sacrince  the  con- 
stitution 4i£  this  country.  The  constitu* 
^on  was  ahready  sacrificed  in  many  of 
the  districts  of  Ireland  under  the  most 
aggravating  circumsUnces,  1^  those 
affiiiast  whom  the  measures  were  directed* 
These  persons  had  set  at  defiance  the 
(»ifistuution,  by  secret  nightly  meetings^ 
und  by  carryiw  fire  and  sword  into  uie 
dvellings  pf  deienceless  innooenoe.  The 
measure  might  not  be  exactly  what  nannr 
hen.  members  osight  vish^  but  if  their 
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meriu  overbalanced  their  deftcts,  thai 
that  was  sufficient  in  such  cases.  With 
respect  to  the  loss  of  the  trial 'bjr  jury,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  if  means  of 
intimidation  had  not  been  resorted  to, 
that  would  not  be  necessary.  But  be  did 
not  see  any  ground  for  jealousy  of  the 
hands  into  which  the  power  was  to  be  en- 
trusted, as,  unless  the  lord  lieutenant,  the 
king's  Serjeant,  and  the  bench  of  ma* 
gistrates  conspired  together,  the  liberty 
of  the  subject  could  not  be  endangered. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  given  his  autJiority  ta 
the  bills,  he  would  have  yielded  to  thai 
authoritj^ ;  but  the  right  hon.  baronet  luul 
rested  his  assent  on  his  confidence  in  the 
head  of  the  Irish  government.  New,  he 
neither  joined  in  this  ooofidenee,  nor  dis« 
claimed  it.  Facts  and  circumstances,  and 
nut  confidence  In  any  man  or  set  of  man^ 
fi)rmed  the  ground  of  his  conduct.*  He 
admitted  the  nressure  of  the  evil,  but  the 
Suspension  bill  was  not  at  all  applicable  te 
it.  The  Insurrection  act,  if  modified^ 
might  be  found  a  remedy.  If  no  jury 
could  be  found  to  act,  be  would  have 
voted  for  the  bill  as  it  was.  Butjuriee 
had  acted  and  done  their  duty  at  Limerick. 
On  the  bringing  up  of  the  report,  be 
would  propose  a  clause  to  enable  the 
king's  Serjeant  to  admit  to  bail.  He 
would  also  propose  a  clause  to  enable  the 
crown  to  authorise  persons  in  remote  or 
detached  districts  to  act  as  justices  of  the 
peaoe.  With  respect  to  juries,  he  would 
propose  to  conunit  the  alternative  of  try- 
ing by  jury  or  not  to  the  king's  serjeani, 
who  was  divested  of  local  psssioas  anil 
animosities. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  felt  it  oecessvy  te  state, 
the  reasons  upon  which  his  vete  would  be 
founded.  He  had  yesterday  come  down 
to  the  House  with  a  strong  bias  upon  his 
mind  on  this  question ;  and,  from  all  that 
he  had  since  heard,  he  felt  it  his  painful 
duty  to  state,  that,  however  he  might  be 
compelled  to  dififer  from  many  ef  his 
friends,  he  should  compromise  bis  judg- 
ment if  he  declined  to  support  the  pro- 
posed measures.  He  must  sayt  that  in 
the  many  eloquent  speeches  whid)  he  had 
heard  upon  this  question,  gentlemen 
dwelt  much  upon  the  borrom  of  the  In- 
surrection act^  and  the  uncenstitnUenat 
doctrine  of  suspending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  wh9e  they  kept  outef  sight  the 
barbarous  atredlies  which  madf  sueli 
measures  necessary.  He  sdmitied  that 
both  aseasttsee  wece  uncoostiutional ;  bm 
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iba  ^gamtiem  Wai»  wbetber  recourse  outt 
be  hftd  to  Ifaoie  remediet  mott  i^lkable 
to  dio  ditoffder»  or  whether  tbty  were .  to 
dloir.tbe  comioaeace  of  otUr9ige»  a  maa* 
•afife,  and  the  disAriittioa  of  society  2 
Bo  thooght  the  propoied  measorM  not 
eaiy  proper,  but  the.  best  calculated  to 
eflect  the  objeols  in  Tiew*  Some  gentle* 
ipen  had  advocated  the  inlroduotioo  of 
martial  law  ialo  Irdaiid.  Mofr»  he  con- 
aidemd  martial  l«w»  not  oaly  store  tx* 
peasiTey  but  by  iar  tnore  ari>tirary  than 
the  ptnposed  billfl.  Cooipared  to  martial 
law,  the  operation  of  the  Insumctioa  act 
wis  mHd  and  gc»de*  fie  was  glad  that 
hia  right  hon.  friend  (sir  J.  Newport)  had 
withdrawn  his  opposttion  to  the  present 
iMasurea ;  foTf  had  that  right  hon.  baronet 
continued  to  oppose  than,  he  should 
have  doubted  much  his  own  opinions  to 
the  eottttary.  He  had  aome  acquaintance 
with  aentUqien  in  different  parls  of 
IfelasMt  and  he  could.not»  frfan  bis  know* 
Mgeof  thera^  help  eapfessing  bis  auiv 
prisoatthesweepio^  censnre. which  had 
Deeo  oast  upon  die  m^;istracjr  of  that 
conntiTJ  No  doubt  there  were  m  Ireland, 
aa  wall  as  in  this  country,  some  persons 
in  the  oommissioK  who  were  unfit  to  hold 
wofdk  a  aitubtsoin  ;  but  he  could  not  see 
any  feaaea  why  the  confidence  of  the 
•oontry  waa  to  be  withdrawn  fix>m  those 
geatlemen^  merely  because  they  had  the 
BiisffbrSime  to  have  in  their  body  aoase 
Smt  who  were  a  disgrace  to  .them.  It#as 
tndy  stated,  that  an  absentee  gentry  was 
the  misfertuae  of  Ireland;  m  the  evil 
would  not  he  cured,  if,  when  murder, 
ealrage,  and  rebelliea  were  at  the  doors 
of  the  Irish  gentry,  parliamenS  were  to 
mm  wpoD  them,  and  say,  <»  We  know 
yen.  aae  tbreateaed ;  we  know  yoit  are  in 
danger  V  bot^  then  we  cannot  entrost  to 
yea  tfaaeaforoemettt  of  the  neeessary  re« 
■iedy;i  we  do,  in  fact,  diink  ]»u  on« 
wocthy.ef  our  confidence."  Here  waa 
cacoaffagement  for  residenoein  that  coun« 
Isj^^-Uiefe  etas.the  reward  of  those  gen«- 
tlemen  who  rended  en  their  estates ;  and 
wbe^  by  ao  doioc  were  idaced  in  hourly 
laager  of  thctr  fives  ana  properties.  He 
hoped  the  Hoose  weald  not thas  withdraw 
ka.  eenfidenee  from  a.  set  of  gentlemen 
in^  as:  much  integrity,  as  mack 
m  mudi  courage  as  any 
in  the  country;  He  could 
never  bring  himself  to  believe  that  s  noblc^ 
■no  df  the  iharqan.  WeUcsley's.  high 
ekaractef '4md  :love  of  finne,  weold  conn 
manee  bis  daaeer  in  that  ooaati^  by  the 
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improper  exercise  of   measures  which; 
would  tarnish  his  whole  public  life.  i 

Mr.  Lamb  said,  he  was  bclined  to  sup«» 
port  the  proposed  measures,  upon  the 
l^round  of  the  confidence  which  he  reposed 
m  the  open  statement  of  ministers*  .  He 
had  beard  gentletnen  say,  on  former  dc*^ 
casioos,  that  nothing  was  more  abominable 
than  any  proposal  .to   parliament  upon 
secret  papers,  or  a  sealed  bag. .    It  wai 
said,  thas  ministers  ought  to  ask  for  addi-» 
tional  powers  upon  their  own  responsibility* 
This  was  his  opmion;  and  he  was  ready 
to  Bupport  the  proposed  measures  from 
his  confidence  both  in  ministers  and  in  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  novem* 
ment«    He  did  not  agree  in  the  aUusiona 
thrown  out  against  that  noUe  lord  at  aa 
Oarly  ps^t  of  the  evening,  though  it  waa* 
not  hia  intention  at  that  moment  to  enter 
into  a  defence  of  the  noble  lord's  conduct 
in  India*    This,  however,  he  must  say,* 
that  that  noble  lord  was  not  more  distln^** 
gniahed  fi>r  energy  of  charaoter,  than  for. 
a  seriotts  and  ardent  love  of  pubdie  liberty, 
and  en  anxious  desire,  to  advance  tbe^ 
interests  and  happiness  of  tbst  pert  of  tha 
empire  committed  to.  his  care.  .  Much,' 
however,  as  he  esteemed  and  respected- 
tfiathoble  lord,  be  was  not,  in  this  instance' 
reposing  in  him  a  confidence  greater  thaor 
he  shocud  be  inclined  to  bestow  upon  anyi 
othec  lord  lieutenant  placed  in  tne  same* 
situation,  and  to  whom  he  had  no  reason - 
to  object  on   other  grounds.     He  bad 
heard  from  the  gentlenran  who  represented, 
the  sister  country,   that   a  present  and 
efficacious   remeay  was   necessary,  and; 
tha^  therefore,  they  should  not  delay  the* 
proposed  nwaseres.    With  respect  to  the: 
melancholy   skuatiea  in  which   Irellaid: 
was.  now  phoed,  and  the  oondusioos  te 
be  dnwra  £rom  that  situasion,  he  ful^. 
concurred  in  what  had  fallen  from  severiUi 
bene  gentlemen  last  night*    Many  setere 
redecSions  had  been  made  npon  the  nobler 
masfuis  opposite  respecthig  the  govemv^ 
meet  of  Irdend*    It  was  true  that  as  far* 
aalhe  evils  were  known  te  exist,  and  the^ 
remedies  w«re  within,  the  polrer  of  .the> 
noble  lord,  he  was  responsible  for  bot\ 
bavkig  applied  them.    But  it  shpidd  be^ 
iweelleQted,  that  eviia  often  teok  their  risei 
from  circnmitaacoB,  over  which  neithe^i 
the  noble  lord,  nor  the  laws,  nor  the  par** . 
liament  csold  hai^e  aay  immediate  cobtsoL 
Tfaey  were  tiidd,i  in  die  presem  instanoe^t 
that  bad  goiremment   and  misrule,  thaa* 
bed  laws  and  bad  institutions,  had  prodeV 
cad  the  pieseat  character  of  the  deluded 
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people  0f  Ireland.  Whatever  mig&l  be 
the  cause,  they  were  ell  agreed  as  to  the 
efiect.  And  It  should  be  remembered, 
that  when  the  character  of  a  people  be- 
came ^  corrupted,  the  evil  was  so  inde- 
lible,  and  as  difficult  to  be  eradicated  as 
if  k  weps  their  original  character*  It  was 
eevtatnrly  the  doty  of  parliament  to  usq  iu 
best  efiwts  to  put  an  end  to  th^  present 
disturbanceSt  by  removing  the  evils  which 
caused  them;  but  Irish gentlemea  should 
at  the  same  tine  recollect,  that  much, 
very  much  depended  upon  their  own 
exertions.^  Indeed,  they  must  know,  that 
without  their  effoFts  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impussible,  totally  to  eradicate  the 
disease.  It  was  not  oocommon  to  find 
persons  who  looked  to  others  as  the  cause 
of  their  errorsi  and  in  doing  so  they  looked 
tQ  them  also  for  what  they  could  not  give 
— *-a  remedy  for  those  errors.  The  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  present  disturbed  state 
of  Ireland  were,  the  middlemen  who  held 
lands  between  the  proprietor  and  cultiva- 
tor, and  the  newly  mtroduced  laws  of 
election.  But  there  were  evils  for  which 
neither  England  nor  parliament  were  res- 
ponsible. If  Irish  gentlemen  were  so 
anxious  to  sit  in  parliament  that  they  cut 
up  their  properties  into  forty-shilling 
meholds  to  create  votes,  and  thereby 
surrounded  theoMelves  with  paupers,  how 
were  the  legislature  or  the  govemownt  of 
this^  country  to  blame  ^  If  this  were  the 
case,  it  only  proved  tliat  a  law  which  was 
productive  ofe  great  benefits  in  one  country 
might  be  productive  of  much  mischief  m 
another.  He  threw  this  out  as  a  general 
observation,. without  meaning  to  cast  cen* 
•ore  iu  any  quarter.  He  was  only  anxious 
to  shew  that  even  from  the  wisest  and  best 
laws,  no  advantage  could  be  derived  imless 
by  a- sound  and  temperate  administratioii 
of  them. 

Mr.  HutiAinsan  said,  he  must  repeat 
what  he  had  stated  last  night ;  namely* 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  to  justify 
either  of  the  present  measures.  What  ho 
should  recommend  would  be  an  increase 
of  militavy  force.  The  hon.  member  here 
read  several  extracts  from  the  dispatches 
of  marquis  Wellesley,  in  order  to  shew,  that 
in  all  the  contests  i>etweea  the  people  and 
the  soldiery,  the  latter,  though  twenty-fidd 
greater  in  number,  uniformly  gave  way 
aod  fled.  From  this  ho  ac^pued^  that 
iwrtbing.  but.an  ^creased  mihtary  force 
was  necessary  to.  suppress  the  ontra|(es 
altogether.  God  foroid  that,  in  saying 
this,  he  should  be  thought  taunder«Wtt» 
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the  lives  and  properties  of  ttle  peaceable 
inhabitants  of  tl^  disturbed  districts  i» 
Ireland  1  He  was  aware  that  they  were  io 
much  peril ;  but  be  thought  they  would^ 
derive  greater  protection  from  an  increased 
military  force  than  they  could  do  from  the 
proposed  measures.  He  was  convinced 
that  the  suspension  of  the  consdtutioa 
would  never  have  the  effect  of  restoring^ 
Ireland  to  permanent  tranquillity.  If  tto 
noble  lord  was  really  anxious  to  eradicate 
the  evils  of  which  he  compkined,  be  mtist 
have  recourse  to  earnest  mquiry  and  sin- 
cere conciliation. 

Colonel  David  was  of  opinion  that  ^he 
present  bills  were  necessary  to  put  down 
the  existing  disturbances ;  but  when  thai 
effect  was  produced,  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  followed  up  by  investigation 
and  conciliatory  raeastires. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  com« 
mitteew  On  the  report  being  brooght  up^ 
Mr.  Spring  Rice,  moved  tmit  the  word* 
of  the  biU  <<shaU  proceed  without  any 
grand  jury,  and  without  any  bill  being 
found,"  should  be  omitted.  This  was  put 
and  negatived.  He  then  moved,  that  the 
following  words  be  also  left  out  of  the  bill 
— <<In  such  case  where  conviction,  or  judg* 
menty  or  acouittal  shall  be  had  without 
the  verdict  or  any  pettv  jury,  it  shall  stand 
good,  as  if  the  grand  jury  had  found  a 
bill,  and  •  P^7  jury  had  pronounced 
upon  it.**  This  proposition  was  also  pot 
and  negatived.  The  boa.  member  next 
moved  for  the  insertion  of  a. clause,  an* 
thorizin^  the  magistrates,  under  the  special 
commissions,  to  issue  their  warrants  to  the 
sheriff,  who  should  be  thereby  auUiorized 
to  issue  out  his  precept  for  sunmioning  fit 
and  proper  persons  for  a  petty  jury,  the 
same  as  were  stimmoned  to  courts  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  and  that  the  sheriff  be  bowd 
to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  special  coort 
in  the  same  maaner  as  if  it  were  a  court 
of  general  sessions  of  the  peace.  The 
other  paits  of  the  clause  went  to  estabKdi 
a  regulation  for  the  sitting  of  the  court 
from  day  to  day,  and  for  the  greater 
facility  of  taking  bail  for  partiee  accused* 

The  Marquis  of  Lomdondirty  opposed 
the  clause,  and  observed  diat  h  was  under^ 
stood  the  ^ttiogs  of  the  commissioii  ahould 
be  from  day  to  da^,  and  that  the  difficulty 
respecting  the  taking  eC  bail  could  not  w 
so  great  as  the  hon*  member  had  atatadll. 

Mr.  Sk  Rke  said,  be  had  atteaded  eveijr 
court  of  special  conmiiasion  in  hie  coonQr 
and  had  fpuod  that  delays  of  days»  weeki^ 
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wdA  in  om  eaae«  month  had  taken  place. 
Kow,  as  by  tlie  preaent  act  bail  could  only 
be  taken  by  the  king's  aeijeant  who 
ahould  pfeside,  a  man  against  whom,  per- 
bapa«  onJy  a  charge  of  being  out  of  his 
bouse  after  a  certain  hour  was  brought, 
sight  be  kept  without  bail  for  two  or 
three  weeks.  Upon  the  adoption  or  rejec^ 
lion  of  the  clause  depended,  whether  the 
trials  should  be  by  the  magistrates  without 
a  jovyi  or  by  a  jury  alone. 

On  the  question  being  pot,  **  that  the 
words  be  there  inserted/'  the  House 
divided :  Ayes,  SO.  Noes,  159. 

LUi  of  the  Minoritj/, 

Bright,  Henry 
Benet^  John 
Brougham,  H. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Creevy,  T. 
ChiTke,  hon.  C.  B. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
DoDcaanoD,  tIsc. 
Elhce^Ed. 
Fitzgibbon,  boa.  R. 
Fergos^oo,  sir  R.  C. 
Folkestone,  rise. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hill,lor4  Arthur 
Hughes,  W.L. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Hobhonse,  J.  C. 

On  the  motion  for  gomg  into  a  com-' 
mittee  on  the  Insh  Habeas  Corpus  Sus- 
pension bill,  the  House  divided:  Ayes, 
127.  Noes,  SS.  The  bill  then  passed 
ihnHigh-  the  committee.  On  the  motion, 
that  the  Irish  Insurrection  bill  be  read  si 
third  time* 

Sir  F.  Burdelt  expressed  a  hope  that 
ministers,  before  they  passed  it,  would 
pledge  themselves  to  the  Irish  nation  to 

J  pursue  a  conciliatory  line  of  policy  in 
uture',  and  not  to  introduce  a  bill  of 
indemnity,  to  shelter  the  outrages  which 
miffht  be  corooMtted  under  it. 

Mr.  Denman  said,  that  the  bill  con- 
tained a  clause  which  was  equivalent  to  a 
bill  of  Indemnity.  He  then  proceeded  to 
observe  upon  the  precipitancy  with  which 
the  billa  were  tbrwarded  through  the 
House,  by  which  members  who  expected 
an  exposition  were  taken  by  surprise.  It 
was  certamly  the  first  duty  of  parliament 
to  out  down  insivriQction,  and  repress  the 
violence  of  men  who  were  misled  by  their 
ownjNisaiotis  or  those  of  others;  the  only 
qoeatioa  was,  whether  the  present  mea- 
smaes  were  applicable  to  the  case,  or  whe- 
^hei'-  mkar  mettsof  es  more  eftctive  to  that 


Hutchinson,  1 

C.  H 
James,  W. 
Lennard,T.  B. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Martin,  John 
Macdonald,  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Nugent,  lord 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Wood^  aid. 

TELLERS, 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 


end  and  less  mischievous  to  the  constitu- 
tion might  ncrt  be  adopted  ?  For  his  part, 
he  had  not  heard  a  single  argument  to 
show  that  the  abolition  of  the  trial  by  jury 
was  called  for.  On  the  contrary,  the  ar- 
gument of  the  hon.  member  for  Limerick 
was,  in  his  opinion,  conclusive  against  the 
abolition.  Thero  wasanother  point  to  which 
he  wbhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  The  presence  of  a  king'^  Serjeant 
or  king's  counsel  was  considered  by 
the  supporters  of  the  bill  as  calculated 
to  neutralize  the  mischief  of .  placing 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary 
magistracy;  but  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill  was,  that  a  king's  seijeant,  or  a 
king's  counsel  shoidd  preside  at  the  quar- 
ter sessions,  **  if  such  could  be  procured." 
If,  therefore,  such  an  individual  could 
not  be  procured,  then  the  magistrates 
would  act  wiUiout  the  control  of  any 
legal  adviser  whatever.  Had  he  been  in 
time  to  propose  such  an  amendment,  ho 
would  have  recommended  the  introduction 
of  the  words-*-"  or  Barrister  of  ten  years 
standing;^  by  which  provision  the  mi^is* 
trates  would  always  have  had  the  benefit 
of  good  legal  advice.  As  to  the  asststant- 
bairrister,  at  Uiere  was  only  one  in  each 
county,  and  as  diffiirent  courts  might  be 
simultaneously  sitting  in  difierent  paru  of 
the  same  connty,  some  of  those  courts 
must  in  that  case  be  necessarily  deprived 
of  his  aid.  With  respect,  to  the  noble 
marquis  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, he  was  not  disposed  to  show  lefts 
confidence  in  that  noble  individual  than 
had  been  expressed  by  other  hon.  mem« 
hers;  but  he  must  say,  that  parliament 
had  been  left  strangely  in  the  dark  with 
respect  to  that  noble  marquis's  precise 
wishes  on  the  subject.  The  argument  of 
his  hon.  friends  near  him  had  been  mis- 
represented, as  if  they  had  recommendeil 
the  adoption  of  martial  law  in  Ireland. 
All  that  they  advised  was,  that  a  lamer 
military  force  should  be  applied  to  Uie 
correction  of  the  existing  eviL.  When 
a  proposition  was  made,  such  as  the  pr»« 
sent,  attention  ought  to  be  paid,  first  to 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  next  to  the  ap- 
plicability of  the  means  proposed  to  nteet 
It,  lind  lastfy  to  the  danger  of  an.  abuse 
of  those  means.  To  him  it  appeared,  that 
any  new  legislation  on  the  present  occa- 
sion was  uncalled  for.  To  what  was  the 
existing  distress  in  Irehmd  attribued? 
To  two  circumstances— namely,  that  the 
fuel  had  been  washed  away,  and  that  the 
crc^  of  poutoes  had  failed.    Had  those 


Digitizecfby 


Google 


183]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

two  unfortunate  occurrences  not  taken 
place«  it  was  not  probable  that  any  po- 
ntical  or  religious  feeling  would  haTe  dis*. 
turbed  the  country*  Now  it  appeared  to 
him,  thaty  whenever  any  inaarrection  was 
divested  of  all  political  or  religious  cba* 
meter,  it  was  precisely  the  kind  which 
ought  to  be  put  down  by  the  arm  of  mi- 
litary power,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  legislative  interference. 
If,  however,  the  present  bill  must  pass, 
be  hoped  to  Goa  that  it  would  prove 
cfiectuaL  . 

The  Attomeu-General  said,  it  was  acreed 
on  all  hands,  tnat  the  sute  of  Ireland  was 
such  as  to  require  v^roos  measures  of 
some  kihd  or  otner.  The  hon,  gentlemen 
Opposite  seem  to  think  that  the  applica- 
tion of  an  additional  military  force  was 
the  best  remedy  that  could  be  adopted. 
For  himselfi  he  thought,  that  however  all 
night  deplore  the  necessity  of  such  a  mea- 
aure,  the  best  course  was,  to  renew  an 
act  from  which  the  most  beneficial  effecta 
had  formerly  resulted.  In  answer  to  that 
sartof  his  learned  friend's  speech,  in  which 
fie  assertcid  that  several  courts  of  magia- 
tracy  might  be  sitting  simultaneouslv  in 
the  same  county,  he  begged  to  refer  him 
to  the  bill,  in  which  he  would  find  that 
only  one  special  session  could  sit  in  a 
county  at  one  time.  At  that  session, 
therefore,  either  a  king's  seijeant  or  a 
klog^s  counsel,  or  at  least  an  assistant 
barrister,  who  must  have  been  six  years 
at  the  bar,  would  preside,  and  give  to  the 
magistrates  the  benefit  of  his  l^^al  know- 
ledge. As  to  the  question  of  indemnity, 
the  bin  gave  no  j^eater  indemnity  dian 
the  general  law  m  England  already  in- 
vohr^ 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  his  learned  friend 
had  stated,  that  the  ckiuse  in  question  gave 
no  more  protection  to  the  magistrates  in 
Ireland  than  was  already  given  to  him  by 
the  law  in  England.  If  this  was  the  case, 
there  could  be  no  harm  in  leaving  out  the 
clause  altogether. 

*.  Tbe  Attom^'General  said,  that  in 
England  this  power  was  given  to  the  ma* 
gistrates  by  a  a  specific  act  of  parliament ; 
but  it  was  not  so  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  mi^istrates  m  Ireland  had  been  left 
ao  unprotected  as  to  make  this  special 
provision  necessary. 

Mr.  Br^ht  contended,  that  an  act  by 
which  the  const&utioo  was  overturned  Ibr 
ihe  time,  ought  to  be  so  worded  as  ta  ad- 
mit of  no  doobt  whatever  with  respeqt  to 
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its  consti^ction.  He  considared  Ibe 
clause  of  indemnity  as  monstrous  in  its 
nature..  It  was  most  material  also,  that 
when  such  powers  were  given  to  the  judges, 
the  people  should  have  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect their  purity.  It  appeared  by  the  bill, 
however,  that  after  the  trials  of  tho  nn* 
seraUe  wretches  who  were  its  objects,  the 
lord  iientenaot  was  to  issue  any  sum  he 
pleased  in  payment  of  the  amistant  banis- 
ters. Instead  of  that,  the  sum  ought  to 
be  fixed;  for  there  ought  sot  to  be  even 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  undue  influence. 

The  Solmior^Ckneral  did  not.  uader- 
stand  that  the  government  was  to  provide 
for  the  attendance  of  a  king*s  seijeant,  or 
counsel;  but,  if  he  happened  to  be  there, 
he  was  to  preside.  If  neither  was  there, 
then  the  court  would  be  formed  by  the 
magistrates  and  the  assistant  barrister. 
By  the  constitution  of  the  courts  of  Ire- 
land,  the  assistant  barrister,  ia  such  a  case, 
would  preside ;  and,  therefore,  any  fun- 
ther  provision  on  this  subject  was  un- 
necessary. , 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  sisse.  Mr. 
S.  Rice  proposed  a  clause,  '<  authorizing 
the  king's  counsel  or  serjeant,  and 
assistant  barrister,  to  take  bail  for  oflen- 
ces  under  the  act."  The  clause  was 
rejected.  The  hon.  member  then  moved 
a  clause,  *<  for  appointment  of  justices  in 
counties  of  cities,  and  couOtiea  of  towns.** 

The  Marquis  of  XoftcbMdi^rfy  declared 
his  dislike  to  the  principle  of  creating  a 
local  magistracy,  for  a  temporary  purpofe. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes  9 1  •  Noes 
110. 

Lut  of  the  Minorittf^ 


Baiy,  vise. 
Bright,  H. 
Brougham,  H, 
Bordett,  sir  F. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  O. 
Barret,  S.  M. 
Calvert,  C. 
Denman,  T. 
Elhce,  Ed. 
FergussoD,  sir  B.  C. 
Folkestone,  vise 
Hutchinson,hon.  C.H. 
Hurst,  R. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Hill,  lord  A, 
Heron,  sir  Robert 
Hobhouse,  J.  C; 


Hume,  Joseph 
Honywood,  W.  P 
James,  W. 
LambtoD,  J.  G. 
Moore,  Peter 
Nugent,  lord 
Phillips,  G.  Ra 
Robarts,  A 
Robarts,  coL 
Ricardo,  D. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Smith,  W. 
Wyvill,M. 
AVilson,  sirR. 

TELLEB8, 

Rice,  T.  S. 
Duncannon,  vise. 


Mr.  Daman  then  proposed  to  oratt  the 
ehiuse  for  the  indemni^  of  persons  OBr»* 
rying  the  Act  into  e£fect*  Upon  *whtob 
the  HOQse divided:  AycaSO.  Mote  IM^ 
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On  the  ladtito,  dtol  tbe  bill  do  pasii,  the 
House  divided.    Ayea  109.    Noes  28. 

List  of  the  Minority* 


BrougfatiDy  U. 
Burdett,  sir.F. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bennett  hon.  H.  G. 
Calvert,  C. 
DuncannoD,  vise. 
EUice,  Ed. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Fergosson,  sir  R.  C. 
Htfoo,  sirR. 
Hobhoilse,  J.  C. 
Hunt,  Bt. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
HiU,  lord  A. 
Hutchioson,  hoo.CJS. 
Hume,  J. 


James,  W. 
Lambton,  J«  G* 
Moore,  Peter 
Nugent,  lord 
Bicardo,  D. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Robarts,  A. 
Robarts,  o6t. 
Wood,  alderman 
WytiB,  M. 
Wilson,  sir  Ri. 

TULL¥B8. 

Denman,  T. 
Bright,  H. 


On  the  motion,  that  the  IrJA  Habeas 
Corpus  Suspension  l^tU  be  read  a  third 
time,  the  House  divided:  Ayes  109. 
Noes  27. 
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Saturday,  February  10. 

8tatb  of  Irblaki>.]  The  Itish  In- 
surreclion  bill,  and  also  the  Irish  Habeas 
Corpus  SuspensioQ  bill,  wtse  read  a  first 
time,  after  whidi,  a  motion,  made  bjr  the 
e^rl  of  Liverpool,  for  the  Susdeenon  of 
the  Standing  Orders,  No.  26,  and  IMt  was 
agreed  to. 

Tbe  £«-!  of  U^oerpool  ro$e,  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Irish  Insorree^ 
Uon  bilL  It  wss»  he  saidi  wkh  the 
deepest  regret,  that  he  came  forward  to 
state  the  existence,  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  of  a  sute'of  thitigs 
which  required  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
given  bj  this  bill  — powers  which  had 
nerer  been  entrasted  to  the  go?einnnnt 
of  this  part  of  the  British  empire,  but 
which  had  unfortunately,  onmoretkati 
one  occasion,  been  found  neeessarv  in 
Ireland.  The  measure  was  founded  on 
<tae  which  had  been  fbrmerl j  Adopted  i 
and  it  was  for  their  lordships  to  consider, 
whether  tbe  bills  now  befbre  theib,  or 
something  eouhrident  to  them,  weee  iieti 
■eoesaary.  The  papers  on  the  taUroo6«> 
taiaed  the  proofr  of  the  neoeiMity  «f  Ihese 
bills.  But,  were  there  no  papers  onithwr 
lordship  (aUe,  healould  have  liltle^^ 
cal^  ja  shon^ng^  from  tie  ofaftlil»idf 
fiicts,  so  neibnosaas  those  yMA  th6state 
of  bflfand  presaged,  cAkt  thmc  hMships- 
I  bouna  to  gffntio  the  eheeutive  g9-' 


tbe  powers  conveyed  by  this 
bilU  It  was  said,  that  their  lordships 
ought  to  go  to  the  source  of  > the  evil, 
and  inquire  what  general  remedy  could 
be  applied.  That,  of  course,  was  n 
thing  most  proper  to  be  done ;  but  at  a 
fotiire  time.  When  a  house  was  in  flames, 
the  first  object  was,  toextin^tadb  thsmi 
the  next,  to  consider  by  wbaVmeans  a 
repetidon  ef  th^  conflagration  was  tebe 
prevented.  At  present,  then,  their  lord«« 
ships  weire  cidled  upon  to  eiaminey  whe* 
ther  the  extraordinary  provisiions  of  the 
measures  submitted  to  them  #ere  neees* 
sary  for  the  inuaediate  object  of  9up'* 
pressing  msurrectioBt  ana  itether  il 
would  be  safe  to  May  the  application  of 
those,  or  ef  some  eucfa  meast^es^  m  eijdlev 
to  look  for  a  more  general  remedy^  -  With 
respect  to  the  state  of  Ireland^  he  had 
said,  on  a  fortder  occaston»  that  there 
was  nothing  poKtioalin  the  natmof  the 
present  dnturbances.  This  was  m  fbci 
which  eottld  not  be  disputed  The  dia* 
orders  did  not  arise  from  discoataot  con** 
nected  with  any  popridar  question,  ot 
from  a  spirit  of  ho^tKty  to  the  govern^ 
meet.  Thef  had,  indeed,  no  politieal 
object  in  -view.  Their  origin  appeaiicd 
to  be  asuch  deepek  i»  the  frame  eCsidiety* 
It  was  impossible  not  toaee,  thafrihe  in^ 
sorrection  was  6ne  directed  aoMy  against 
eertbin  property,  and  the  lives  en  tbe 
of,  such  ptoperty;:  find  tfasft  is 
,  hi  a  greet  m(^ure,  finnn  pii^te 
foods  and  dbhke  id  kdhridbds.'  But 
though  it  began  in  private  vfoaraasd  in  e 
spit  it  of  dissatisfimtioa  sgaiOftt  partiouhis 
nersotis,  the  spirit  had  widely^  diAised( 
itselfi  and  was  in  danger  x£  beeoMtaf 
general  throogbent  the  country.  Thssi 
the»i  diffiared  ivem  ordmary  insvrreoM 
tions,  in  which,  although  property  mi^hs 
suffisr,  it  i^nB  only  i^cidert tally  attadud^ 
its  destradfon  not  being  tbe  direct  object 
of  the  dasodntented.  On  the  contraty, 
m  the  present,  the  attack  was  directed 
immediatdy  against  the  property  and  the 
Uvea  of  persons  who  were  in  »  higher 
station  of  seoitty  thaa  the  assailama^ 
When  he  suted  this  as  si  mailer  of  general 
tetoriety^  asedesenption  of  tlestatewf 
things  which  cooki  not  le  dispetctdi  tiwiie 
eorittbe  ho  doubt  m  the  nund  ttf  mf 
thkt  it  was  te  booiiden  daty^:Of 
to  oMp^y  ibe  most  prmqrt 
end  effiwtoal  meamr  for  septesnldgi  tfail 
ddsordsm^  LdoUng  at  sbi  ^msmmdi 
which  bad  been  fmmtnitted,  Umuglttlibsd 
of^mdre  i^gravatoa  diifr«iterwete«OB^ 
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iiied  to  a  particolar  part  of  the  comilrff' 
k  was  obvioas  that  their  tendeDcy  was  to 
apread  to  every  other  part*  This  was 
tdt  in  the  most  remote  preriiioea.  The 
inturrectioa  was  not*  thereforet  to  be 
considered  an  ebullition  of  local  dis- 
content, or  a  disorder  confined  to  par* 
tictUar  districts :  it  appeared  to  be  part  of 
a  connected  system^  which  had  its  centre 
somewhere,  from  which  it  moved,  and 
^hose  object  it  was,  to  spread  in  every 
direction.  If  the  eidl  were  local,  or  con* 
fined  within  narrow  limits,  a  partial  mea- 
sure might  be  sufficient ;  but  their  hvd- 
idups  were  not  to  look  merely  to  the  spots 
in  which  it  how  existed  in  an  aggravated 
'state,  but  its  dispositton  to  extend  itself; 
and  when  they  were  aatisfied  that  such 
was  its  character,  they  uuat  necessarily 
admit,  that  the  application  of  «  general 
measure  was  indispensable.  •  There  cer- 
tainly was  no  desire  entertained  by  the 
executive  government,  either  in  this 
eountry.or  frelaod,  to  possess  any  extra- 
ordinary powers,  if  the  effect  of  tne  ordi- 
nary exercise  of  the  law  could  be  relied 
on.  The  Irish  government  had  indeed 
manifested  at  fint  a  wish  that  the  mea- 
sures resorted  to  on  a  former  occasion 
should  not  be  renewed.  After  the  dis- 
turbances in  .autumn  last,  the  first  mea- 
ame  which  government  thought  of,  after 
adopting  thcMO  military  precaotidna  whidi 
the  state  of  the  eouatry  required,  was, 
Co  bring  some  of  the  ofieodeis  to  trial. 
This  was  done,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the 
execdtions  at  limerick  would  have  put 
ah  end  to  the  disturbances.  That  ex- 
pectation had  been,  however,  unfortu 
nately  disamiomted.  The  executive  go- 
vernment ox  Ireland  came,  dierefore,  for 
an  extension  of  powers,  after  having 
tried  in  vain  all  the  ordinary  means«-^ter 
having  found  that  the  examples  whioh 
were  made  of  some  leading  offiuiders  hid 
not  produced  the  wished-for  efiect. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  propoeed 
to  their  lordships  that  they  shoulapass 
the  bills  before  them.  The  one  first  in 
order  came  recommended  to  them  by  the 
consideration,  that  it  was  a  measure 
sanctioned. by  experiettoe-*-that  it  had 
already  beea  tried  and  found  to  answer. 
The  object  of  .both  was,  the  immediate 
suppression  of  the  eviL  Their  lordships 
wer&not  jiow  called  upeiLio  grant  powers 
the  nature  of  wthich  were  unknown,  for 
Iliy  were  tlie  same  which  it  uafaappily 
badbe^  ndcciilsarjr  to  apply  to  the  evd 
becetofore.  jU  hAl  been  asserted,  that 
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the 'object  which  th^e  l^s  bad  in  view 
might  be  attained  by  an.  extension  of  the 
military  force ;  but  it  was  plain  that,  if 
the  view  he  had  taken  of  tne'  nature  of 
the  evil  was  correct,  an  extension  of  mi-' 
litary  force  would  not  meet  it.  With  a 
military  force,  a  lar^e  body  of  insurgents 
collected  on  any  given  point  might  be 
put  down ;  but  if  there  was  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  the  spirit  was  extending  to  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  there  was 
danger  of  its  becoming  general,  then 
no  measure  could  be  successful,  which 
was  not  in  its  nature  preventive.  It  was 
necessary  to  put  down  the  evil  where  it 
did  exist,  and  to  prevent  its  springing  up 
where  its  seeds  were  sown ;  and  a  military 
force  was  not  applicable  to  these  different 
objects.  It  was  not  his  wish  that  these 
bills  should  continue  longer  in  force  than 
the  state  of  the  countrv  should  indis- 
pensably require.  But  it  was  said,  that 
measures  of  conciliation  ought  to  accom- 
pany those  of  severity.  It  was,  Hbirever, 
obvious,  that  the  evil  must  be  suppressed, 
before  any  thing  could  be  propjosed  in 
the  shape  of  a  general  remedv.  When 
the  proper  time  came  for  considerine  the 
state  of  Ireland,  he  would  not  shrihk 
fVom  the  investigation,  nor  hesitate  to 
give  his  opinion  of  the  nature  of  tlie  evil, 
and  of  the  remedies  wbic^  appeared  to 
him  practicable.  The  duty  of  their  lord« 
ships  was»  however,  to  adopt  some  effi* 
dent  measures  in  the  first  instance. 

The  Earl  of  Blerington  said,  that  bad  the 
noble  earl  accompanied  his  proposition 
to  the  House  by  an  assurance  tnat  the 
bills  were  proposed  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  present  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, he  should  not  be  disposed  to  view 
them  with  so  much  jealousy  as  he  did. 
But  when  the  noble  esrl  saad,'the  measures 
were  recommended  by  the  executive 
government,  it  became  very  doubtful  in 
whose  advice  they  originated ;  for,  if  the 
term  executive  government  meant  now 
the  same  thing  as  it  did  in  the  time  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  their  lordships  would 
have  to  understand  by  it  the  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home^epartment,  and  the 
Irish  secretary.  With  regard  to  Uie  con- 
sideration of  the  state  of  Ireland  at  a  future 
period,  he  did  not  anticipate  much  advm- 
tage  from  it.  More  than  twenty  yeara 
hiSl  passed  since  the  Union,  and  the  state 
of.  Ireland  had  never  been  properly  inves- 
tigated. The  great  causes  of  .the.  evil 
were  ointious.'  The  imposition  x»f  heiyf' 
biwdeasi  and  the  misapplication  of  ,tm. 
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public  nioti^y  in  pensions  and  tinecaresi 
bad  a  most  pernicious  influence  on  the 
tountry..  It  was  his  intention  soon  to 
move  fdr  a  list  of  the  pensions  granted 
since  1799*  Tithes  were  also  a  great 
operating  cause  of  discontent,  and  the 
distillery  Ihv^s  another.  When  a  law 
giving  such  powers  was  proposed  to  be 
poss^y^it  would  be  well  for  their  lordships 
to  consider  what  the  state  of  the  ma^s- 
tracy  was.  He  objected  to  the  practice 
of  choosing  for  magistrates,  chiefly  cler- 
gymen and  Bttomies.  He  hoped  the  lord 
cnancellor  would  strictly  examine  the  roll 
of  magistrates,  and  ascertain  whether  thej 
were  persons  capable  of  discharging  their 
functions,  with  such  additional  powers  as 
were  eiven  by  these  bills.  Ministers  were 
doubtless  anxious  to  protect  the  lives  and 
properties  of  individuals,  but  he  expected 
no  eCTectual  remedy  from  any  measures  of 
theirs. 

*  Lord  King  thought  it  highly  proper 
that  the  bill  shoidd  undergo  some  modifi- 
cation. If  passed  in  its  present  state, 
parliament  would  probably  have  no  oppor- 
ti^nity  of  reconsidering  it  before  June  or 
July ;  a  time  when  it  was  known  to  every 
person,  how  thin  an  attendance  there  "was 
even  up6n  the  most  important  question. 
He  should  therefore  propose,  in  tne  com- 
mittee, to  Hniit  the  duration  of  the  biU  to 
the  15ch  of  March,  which  would  be  six 
weeks,  in  place  of  six  months.  It  should 
be  recollected,  that  this  bill  bad  its  origin 
in  the  Irish  parliament,  the  conduct  of 
Irhich,  in  fts  mischievous  mode  of  l^isla- 
ting  for  the  country,  was  one  of  the  argu- 
ments urged  in  support  of  the  Union. 

Lord  Odthorpe  said,  that  feeling  the 
strongest  objection  to  the  bills  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  be  thought  it  his  duty 
to  explain  the  reasons  wliich  induced  him 
not  to  oppose  them  at  present.  With 
respect  to  the  noble  marqub  who  recom- 
mended, it  was  said,  the  adoption  of  some 
strong  measures,  he  was  qmte  willing  to 
attribute  to  his  recommendation  all  the 
authority  it  deserved.  He  thouffht,  how- 
ever, that  the  subject  for  their  lordships' 
consideration  was  rather  the  particular 
nature  of  the  fiicU  and  disturbaocea  on 
wbidi  these  bills  were  grounded,  tbm  tibe 
particular  measure  recommended  by  the 
ezeciitive  government  of  Ireland.  It  was 
upon  the  horrible  and  revolting  nature  of 
these  facts,  and  upon  this  alone,  that  tba 
measures  could,  in  his  view  of  them,  be 
supported.  In  the  dispatches  upon  the 
tam,  he  saw  nothing  wanting  of  those 


mnploflM  whteh  threatened  imminent 
danger,  unless  the  evilwere  put  a  stop  to 
by  some  speedy  and  efficacious  measures. 
One  eircumstance  peculiarly  alarming  in 
the  present  rebellion  was,  that  none  of  the 
causes  assigned' for  previous  rebellions  in 
IrelwidcQiudaccouBtfbrit.  Theeventsnow 

gassing  discovered  a  diseased,  ftightfulljr 
iseasedstateof  society  in  that  country,an- 
sio^firom  circumstancea  not  susceptible,  be 
believed,  of  immediate  remedy.  It  was  on 
these  grounds  he  thought  strong  measures 
necessary.  He  was  not  prepared tosay  that 
those  now  proposed  were  the  very  best; 
but  the  insurrection  bill  had  thia  claim  to 
support— that  it  had  been  tried  befbre» 
and  found  effieaeious.  He  felt  no  hesita- 
tion in  intrusting  to  the  executive  autho- 
rity in  Ireland  the  application  of  the  mea- 
sure prcposed.  The  noMe  eari  opposite 
admitted  the  necessity  of  some  mquiir 
into  the  state  of  Irdaod,  and  gave  their 
lordships  reason  to  hope  that  it  would  be 
enlerea  into  when  the  disturbances  were 
put  down.  Without  some  such  assurance, 
ne  certainly  should  not  have  so  easOy 
acquieaoed  in  the  proposed  measures,  tie 
was  the  more  indined  to  come  to  a  vote 
in  fkvour  of  die  proposed  measures,  when 
he  recollected  tnat  declaration,  so  truly 
-royal^  which  had  been  made  in  the  memo- 
Twle-docuinent  issued  in  consequence  of 
his  majesty's  visit  to  Ireland.  He  believed 
that  the  same  spirit  which  dictated  that 
letter  would  influence  the  execution  of 
these  measures;  and  impressed  wiUi 
that  conviction,  he  gaye  his  vote  for  the 
motion. 

The  Esri  of  Dandey  said,  that  if  he 
could  abstain  from  giving  his  opposition 
to  the  proposed  measures,  it  would  be  flrom 
his  willingness  to  repose  confidence  in  the 
present  govemment  of  Ireland ;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  case  preclu- 
ded himvfrom  sufering  the  opportuni^  to 
pass  without  dedarfa^  his  mssent  von 
the  proporidon.  It  was  now  several 
montns  since  a  spirit  of  Insurrection  had 
burist  forth  in  Irdand.  The  government 
saw  -it  increasing,  and  yet  proposed  no 
measures  for  its  suppression,  until  they 
came  forward,  in  the  extremity  of  rigour, 
with  those  severe  and  unconstitutional 
bills.  Then  porKmnent  were  told,  that  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  and  that  the  necessity 
for  the  Mils  was  so  urgent,  they  most  be 
passed  without  the  smallest  delay.  With 
relerence  lo  the  papers  on  die  taUe,  it 
appeared  to  him  tnat  the  great  mass  of 
I  insubordinatioo  which  bad  aasumed  the 
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diape  of  iniramacticndt  wW  ilmo^  muivt^ 
mAy  oon&aed  to  th«  oooalx  of  Corlu 
These  papers  might  foniish  ground  for  the 
appltcatioii  of  martial  U«  in  that  part  of 
the  country ;  bat  he  cUd  Bot  see  how  the 
same  rigoor  could  be  nocessanr  olsotthere." 
The  House  vouU  boar  in  nkid,  thai,  bj 
the  prqposed  meaniie^  thev  irere  aboat 
to  vest  in  the  diecretion  of  theiABgistfacv 
of  Irelsod  a  tremeadoua  power*  With  all 
due  defefence  toimrdstbelrish  magistracy, 
he  might  speak  of  them  aa  connected  vitb 
topics  which  were  notorioas  to  the  world 
The  state-ofaociety  inlrelaod  was  unforta- 
nately  so  contulsed  by  oetty  distinctions, 
that  It  was  unsafe  to  connde  extreme  power 
In  the  hands  of  anv  indmduals  however 
respectable.  These  bills  conferred  a  power 
upott  the  magiatraqr  of  inflicting  seven 
years  transpoitatioo,  without  the  interven- 
Itoo  of  a  jury ;  and  that  sentenoe  might  be 
inflicted  for  being  feond  hi  a  public-house 
or  out  al  night,  beAwees  the  hours  of  son* 
set  and  sun-riee.  It  was  said»  that  these 
fneasuees  were  called  for»  to  satisfy  the 

5ie«a  of  the  noble  marqnb  at  thie  htttd  of 
%t  Irish  goveromeiit.  He  saw  no  proof 
ef  thia  in  the  papers  on  the  table*  He 
was  reacfy  to  confer  adequate  powers  upoa 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  meet  the  present 
crisis  t  but  let  them  be  plainly  and  avowo 
edly  called  for.  In  the  preMot  excesses 
of  a  part  of  the  Irish  popoktiony  there 
was  much  more  to  commiserate  than  to 
punish.  But  his  majesty's  ministers  said 
thla  was  not  the  time  to  consider  grievan^ 
ces. :  He  entertatned  a  diflerent  opintoii, 
and  felt  that  no  time  was  more  appiic^ile 
to  aacertiun,  iho  cause  of  thb  gr^t  disor- 

r'aatiqn.  The  delay  of  ministers  waS| 
repeated,  liigMy  censuiable.  Two 
months  had  elapsed  since  he  Corwanled  to 
the  noble  load  (Sldasenth;)  a  petition  to 
the  kipg^from.aBuaiher  of  lasli  Mndemea 
who  had  aasembladatthe  ThatcSed-houae 
tanrern;.  antwhei  paved  diat  parlaameat 
taight  be  immedtat^  comreiMd  tei  oeo>- 
aUer  the  situation  of  Irelandi  The  visit  of 
the  Idow  to-  Ireland  had  beea  alluded  to, 
and  he.  hoped  it  would,  in  ita  cenaaquencea, 
prove  as  auspioiotts  as  it  had  been  stated 
tabe  in  the  royal Speedfe  Theexisteaoe 
of  gresa  evils  in  the  state  of  Ireland  ooold 
not  be  doubted  Thqrwere  attributable 
to  a  variety  of  causes,  and  their  origin 
sni^t  be  traced  to  the  earliest  date  of 
British  conaexioA  with  that  unfortuaate 
country*  Instead  of  promottnr  civilization, 
as  EngUnd  had  done  in  all  aer  colonies, 
she  hod,  ift  that  mahappf  country,  adopted 
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DO  principle  but  that  of  levere  coercionf 
ana  agei  of  division  and  bloodshed  had 
followed*  He  implored  the  govemmeiii 
to  retMce  their  steps.  Let  the  odiotu 
distinctions  whidi  separated  large  ckssea 
of  the  people  in  that  onfortunau  country 
be  removed,  and  a  dominion  of  affectioii 
be  substituted  for  a  government  of  the 
sword 

The  Marquis  Camden  expressed  hie 
hope  thst  the  present  bill  would  pass^ 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  in  supporting 
the  measure,  thought  it  had  not  been  too 
soon  brought  forward.  He  was  quite  per-» 
suaded  that,  in  the  present  situstion  of 
Ireland,  measures  of  this  kind,  however 
painful,  were  absolute^  necessary*  The 
noUe  marquis  recited  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  dwelt  on  the  security  against  Uie 
abuse  of  power  which  was  furnished  by 
coanecting  a  king's  Serjeant  and  barrister 
of  eminence  with  the  local  magistracy  in 
the  admiiUstratieii  ef  the  act.  He  thought 
this  provision  obviated  the  ofajectiona 
which  were  felt  against  the  original  cea* 
stn^ctioa  of  the  biiU  Parliament  wer^ 
heund  to  give  the  utmost  energy  to  the 
gevefnment  of  Irelaad,  ia  order  to  pot 
down  asi  extensive  spirit  of  insorrectton^ 
He  agreed  that  the  state  of  that  country 
QStfht.  to  receive  the  censideration  of  the 
le^ature,  and  hoped  that  the  subject 
would  be  introduced  in  a  calm  soul  dia* 
passionate  manner,  unmixed  with  irritable 
topics  which  might  defeat  the  purposes  of 
candid  inquiry. 

Lord  Ettenharough  said,  that  whilst 
thetr  lorddupe  were  about  to  pass  these 
very,  severe  laws  against  Ireland,  he  hoped 
they  would  not  cusmiss  from  their  minds 
the.  absolute  necessity,  at  a  very  eady 
period^  of  takinr  the  state  of  that  countiy 
into  their  consideffation*  He  was  williag 
to.  assist.  Aem  in  putting  out  the  flame; 
butt  it  waa  their  most  sacred  datyw^  duty 
whidl  could  be  no  longer  ddi^rjod  willmot 
the  gnealest  oriaunalit^^to  adopt  wise 
and  healing  measures  Wkh  respect  to  that 
country,  in  order  to  prevent  the  recmv 
rence  ef  evils  whidi  they  all  deplored 
He  ga«e;his  vote  m  favour  of  the  present 
measusea  with  the  greatest  pain :  he  had 
read  with  the  utmost  attention  die  papers 
ool  their  table;  and,  until  he  had  read 
them,  he  did  not  think  it  was  possible  tfaaa 
the  marquis  Wellesley  could  luve  takes 
up  eighteen  pages,  detaifing  acts  of  vio^ 
lence  and  outrage,  without  expresringa 
smgle  opinion  on  the  state  of  the  country^ 
or  the  causes  which  had. produoed  «tbose 
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liiBiMiiihIn  emttk    IKtapp^inted  io  that 
quarry  b»  nad  hoped  that  the  noble 
earl  who  iotrodooed  the  prewot  measures, 
would    hare    made    some    satisfactory 
alateoieiit  to  the  House :  he  had  hoped  to 
hate  beard  firom  him  some  decided  opinion 
on  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  intentions 
of  mimsters  with>respect  to  the  future  go* 
yemment  of  that  country ;  but  in  all  these 
expectatioDS,  he  regretted  to  say»  he  had 
been  altogether  disappointed.    He  would 
flive  hb  support  to  the  bfll,  because  he 
mi  the  necessity  of  it :  but  he  could  as- 
sure their  lordsiuns,  that  it  was.impossible 
for  him  to  descrioe  the  pain  he  felt  in  be- 
ing  obliged  to  sanction  a  measure  of  such 
severity.    For  the  wretchedness  of  the 
Irish  peofde,  he  felt  the  utmost  commi- 
seration ;  but  rebellion  was  not  to  be  tri- 
fled with— 4t  must  be  put  down,  and.  put 
down  by  the  sword ;  a  military  force  in  that 
country  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
here  heb^ed  to  say,  that  he  could  not 
suppress  his  utter  astonishment,  on  read- 
ing a  paragraph  in  one  of  the  papers  on 
the  table.    Here  the  noble  lord  read  the 
foUowins  paragraph  from  a  memorial  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  Southern  district  of 
the  county  of  Cork  to  the  marquis  WeU 
lesley^— '*  From  Clooakilty  where  there  is 
a  yeomanry  corps  on  doty,  to  Skibbereen 
where  there  is  a  subaltern  and  sixteen 
oien,  of  a  regiment  of  io&ntry,  a  distance 
of  16  m9es»  with  a  crowded  population, 
Uiere  are  about  six  police  men.    From 
Skbbereen  to  Crookhayen,  a  distance  of 
twenty  four  miles,,  equally  populous,  there 
may  be  perhaps  eignt  police  men,  an  es* 
tablishment  wholly  inadequate  to  the  or- 
dinary duties  of  civil  constables,   much 
less  to  the  suppression  of  formidable  in- 
surrection. ,  In  iactf  the  whole  district  may 
be  said  to  be  in  a  defenceless  state.  These 
distuitbanccs    broke   out    last    autumn. 
Every   day    they    had   b^ome    more 
d^perate    and    alamung.      What    had 
ministers  been  4omg  ever  since  i    How 
^id  it  happen  that  they  left  a  space  of 
fi^rty  .miles  of  the  most  disturbed  part 
of  .Jmlapd  to  be  d^ended  by  forty  men  ? 
It  was  ludiprous  to  pass  the  present  bills> 
or  even  bills  of  a  more  severe  description 
— it  was.idle  to.  establish  miliury  law  itsdf, 
unless  gayemment  sent  with  the  law  a 
strong  military  force.    It  would  be  neces- 
sar/y  he  GKured,  to  station  a  military  force 
91  that  country,  not  for  a  short  period,  but 
£iir  successive  years,  in  order  to  prevent 
the,p<issible  recurrence  of  those  desperate 
and  disjgrapeful  outrages,  which  it  was 
VOL.  VI.  "     * 
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now  Ibe  first  duty  of  the  legislate  to  pu€ 
down.    They  were  not  of  a  transitory 
nature ;  they  proceeded  from  causes  which 
were  still  in  operation;  they  werepos- 
sessed  of  an  elasticity  which  drove  them 
forward  with  increased  violence,  when  the 
depressing  force  was  removed.    He  would 
apain  entreat  of  ministers  to  consider  the 
situation  of  Ireland;  the  grievances  un« 
der  which  that  country  laoours ;  and  the 
causes  which  produced  the  public  distur-* 
bances.    He  hoped  that  the  noble  marquia 
at  the  head  of  the  Irish  ffovemment  would 
not  content    himself  with  the  mere  ex- 
ercise of  those  extraordinary  and  uncon* 
stitutional  powers  with  which  the  present 
measures  would  arm  him.    He   trusted 
that  his  active  and  comprehensive  mind 
would  be  exerted  to  sound  the  depths-  of 
the  grievances  and  miseries  of  his  native 
country.    If  he  should  faU  to  do  so,  he 
TLordE.)  could  not  continue  thQ  con-* 
ndeoce  wbich  he  was  at  present  disposed 
to  repose  in  him.    The  present  moment 
was  not  the  Ume  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the 
grievances  of  Ireland.    A  better  oppor- 
tuniw  would,  he  hoped,  speedily  present 
itseln    The  bill  which  was  before  their 
lordships  last  year  he  never  considered  as 
the  sole  remedy.    If  passed  to-morrow,  it  . 
wouldnot,he  believed,  haveasensiblee£fect 
on  the  state  of  Ireland.  -  He  had  never 
considered  it  a  €ure  for  all  her  distresses ; 
but. he  must  ever  consider  that  measure 
as  the  basis  of  other  measures  for  her 
amelbration.  With  that  conviction  strongly 
on  his  mind,  he  had  always  supported  the 
principle  of  that  bill,  and  he  alwa^  would 
support  it.    There  were  other  grievances 
which  demanded  immediate  redress.    The 
situation  of  the  countnr,  with  respect  to 
the  tithe  system,    called  for  immediate 
consideration.    It  formed  a  subject  of  in- 
quiry too  prominent  to  be  longer  over- 
looked.   He  would    say,  that  there  war 
no  measure  which  the    wisdom,  or  jus- 
tice,   or  humanity  of  parliament  could 
devise,    more  necessary  in  itseMy  more 
likely  to  remove  the  discontent  of  Ire* 
land,  or  one  which  would  be  hailed  bv 
the  suffering  population  of  that  land  with 
so  nuich  Y^y  and  thankfulness,  as  a  revision 
of  the  tithe  system.    He  was  aware  that 
the  measure  was  one  of  great  difficulty, 
but  he  knew  also  that  it  was  one  which 
was  expected  by  suffering  millions ;    he 
knew  that  it  was  necessary,  and  that  it 
waa  not .  impossible.     Feeling  these  senti- 
ments  strongly,  he  called  upon  ministers, 
as  they  valued  the  tranquillity  of  the  couq-> 
I     O 
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tryi  to  bring  forward  withooi  dtfby  u 
neasure  of  that  nature;  for  m  cooimoft 
with  ever^  man  who  knew  any  tbtog  of 
the  Biiuation  of  Ireland,  he  waa  eonriDeeA 
that  that  could  alone  remove  the  diicon* 
tent  of  Ireland.  For  the  present^  be 
ahould  only  repeat^  tho  pain  it  gave  hioa 
to  be  obliged  to  support  the  present  mea* 
aures.  Once  niove  ne  would  ianplore  of 
viaiflters  to  bring  the  atate  ef  Ireland 
under  the  laMnedtate  eeoaideration  of  par* 
Nament,  witb  a  view  to  the  adoption  of 
aoeaiures  of  melioration  and  rediefs. 
.  Lord  Reiadate  dedared  his  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  proposed  btlb,  in  order  to 
put  down  insurrection  in  Ireland.  A 
good  deal  had  been  said  respecting  the 
eharaoter  of  the  ooagistracy  of  that  coua-i 
try.  Wben  he  was  chancellor  of  Ireland, 
be  had  taken  considerable  pains  to  induce 
the  most  respectable  persons  in  that  coun- 
try to  belong  to  the  local  nmpslracy. 
Tneir  answer  almost  always  was,  that  thep^ 
should  not  hesiute  to  accept  the  office,  if 
ihe^  could  secure  the  support  and  eo-ope* 
ratHm  of  the  great  owners  of  property  ii^ 
the  countiy ;  qut  It  was  only  in  a  feiw  m* 
staaees  he  coulid  prevail  upon  thena  to  act. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  only  thing 
which  the  government  could  da  was,  to 
lake  the  magistracy  as  they  co«ftd  fiad 
iheoif  and  ta  fraase  theaa  aooerdingly. 
The  (Hresent  insurrection  was  not  iiiijied 
up  with  religion  or  nolitics,  but  wae  dt« 
rected  against  the  old  established  law  of 
the  land.  The  great  evil  of  Irehmd  waa, 
that  she  never  had  been  made  dal^  amo* 
nable  to  the  laws.  Sir  John  Davo^,  ih^ 
Irish  attorneyrgeneial  m  the  thne  oif 
James  the  firat»^  had  said,  that  aH  were 
in  fault  ia  Ireland;  the  high  aad 
the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor;  aad 
to  it  had  remained  to  the  present  day. 
He  knew  that  too  great  a  i^irit  of  diii* 
obedience  prevailed,  and  that  too  many 
were  found  to  take  advantage  of  ita  ex* 
istence  to  promote  their  own  peculiar  ends. 
The  fii;^  thing.to  be  done  was^  to  xender 
all  in  Ireland  obedient  to  the  law,  the 
high  and  the  low,  the  rich  aad  the  pooiv 
Let  ub  man,  however  high,  dare  to  evade 
the  law  with  impunity :  let  no  man,  how^ 
ever  poor  and  humble,  feel  that  he  was 
without  its  equal  protection;  then  the 
people  of  Ireland  would  he  found  as  oba* 
dient  as  any  other  people  were,  who  knew 
they  enjoyed  the  equal  protection  of  the 
law.  He  had  found  them,  in  his  inter^- 
oourse  with  them,  a  people  most  sensible 
of  kindness  and  attention.    He  repeated. 
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diat  if  the  govtwuaeat  ealMelfcil  a  Ml^ 
fair,  and  firm  admioistraiion  of  the  loa«| 
the  most  salutary  ceosequenoes  woaM  ra- 
suh.  If  their  lofdsbips  referrtd  ta  tiM 
past  history  of^at  unfortvaate  ooonHyt 
they  would  find  dmC  those  who  waea  se«a 
over  firoan  thie  ooontrjF,  had  doaa  Bothln|| 
to  impvovo  the  condition  of  the  peoptahw 
trostM  ta  their  change.  A  ihrmee  m  Iha 
North  Bidinir  of  Yorkshire  had  o«o» 
Delated  with  prida  |a  the  proteetioii  al^ 
forded  how  bv  a  beaeh  of  400  magiaaraiec 
Where  was  the  nan  in  irdaad  who  oauld 
exult  in  the  saaoe  reihveaoe  f  Oa  the 
subject  of  eduoaliQD  he  auist  say,  thai  the 
great  body  of  Iha  people  In  Iretod  took 
too  little  j^ns  with  the  education  of  thev 
childrenia  eariy  yoatlk  There  were  many- 
oMasores  of  internal  regaiacioa,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  woaM  be  nsost  advantageoaa 
to  Ireland,  njnong  these  were  better  re* 
gulaUons  in  the  leasing  of  lands.  Thaff» 
were  often  Ihre  or  six  intermediate  lenanta 
between  the  owner  and  occupier  s  in  ooa 
case  he  had  recommended  to  a  friend  the 
abolition  of  fym  of  them,  andhk  pro- 
perty had  been  much  inpre^fd  in  coa- 
aeqaence.  In  the  manner  of  teoaverinn 
lands  some  improvemente  might  he  hMfo* 
duoed  to  assimilate  the  pvaetice  to  thao 
prevaKag  in  Bngtaad.  ia  Irrtand  the  laad** 
lord  was  injured,  and  the  tenant  milled^ 
by  the  present  process.  Aa  le  the  noblia 
marquia  at  the  head  of  the  IHsh  govern- 
mem,  so  fiu^  from  thinking  him  ^aaUe 
fbr  not  early  committtag  his  vesfionsibiltty 
in  pt epesia^  Tomedml  a»easures>  he  shouNI 
have  held  him  ap  as  rash  and  iiidiscaeea 
if  behadprepeasdaar  phm  in  the  prasent 
coniosed  state  of  Irdaad^  aad  at  the  mo-- 
ment  of  his  landing. 

Lord  Holhmd  affpeed  entirely  with  hl^ 
noble  friends  near  him,  as  to  the  charae* 
ter  of  the  proposed  measures.    He  ap- 

fredated  the  feelings  of  the  noble  lord 
Ellenboroush)  who  bad  expressed  the 
pain  it  gave  him  to  vote  for  these  bUbr 
and,  though  be  also  cononrred  in  much  of 
whajt  had  fallen  from  the  learned  lori 
who  had  spoken  last,  he  caald  not  relhitiir 
from  expressing  his  surprise^  that  be 
shoold  have  given  his  vote  unheskatincly 
fbr  measures  of  thta  description.  With 
more  generous  compassion  fsr  the  peoplw 
of  Ireland,  did  the  other  noUe  l^ord  con* 
fess  the  pain  givan  by  a  vote  wrong  fiponi 
Itfm  by  hard  necessity.  He  honoured 
that  noble  lord's  motives,  concurred  in 
his  feelings,  aad,  if  he  could  think  with 
him  that  the  proposed  bill  was  calculated 
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m  fWMdy  tli»  exitttag  dtaordere  ui  Ii^- 
fatiid,  be»  toa»  would  support  it  with  his 
.voio-^«  T^le  that  he  could,  as  an  Eog^ 
lishdMUiy  ojilr  jisld  to  hard  and  cruel  ue- 
^eMiijr.    AitNtrarjr  and  «tiiicotistitutioDal 
AS  this   amhority   was-^ifficult  as    k 
would  be  under  any  oircuoistaooes  to 
wfsat  hw  donsent  for  its  eoaetment—yet 
iie  ooolessed  be  had  not  oaaie  to  the  de- 
terauaation  to  vote  aglunst  ilt  without 
«ensldetaUe  reflection^  and  seme  painftd 
besilation*    He  did  not  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  a  spirit  of  insurrection  and  law*> 
less  violence  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  must 
be  met  by  foroe^    He  was  not  only  ready 
Ml  ackaowledge,  that  (he  papers  dn  their 
tableoenvioced  lum  ef  the  necessity  of  ioi'- 
mediaielv  reducing  the  evil,  but  be  wis 
also  read^  te  ackiK>wledge  that  some  ad^ 
^itionat  iatr  wss  necessary  to  reduce  it. 
He  was  ready  also  to  acknowledge^  tbiit 
io  the  recommendation  of  the  noble  mar* 
quia  then  at  the  bead  of  Ihe  Irish  govern- 
m«H  be  would  bow,  as  fa#  as  was  cenlisU 
iBBt   with    a  oonscientioua   discharge  of 
dt^y.    He  was  likewise  ready  to  acknow- 
2ed|e  that,  without  having  either  much 
politieal  knowledge  of,  or  much  personal 
•O^uaintanee  withi  that  distinguished  cfaa^ 
aaolerf   there  wes  no  man  to  whom  be 
siOttM  lucre  wiUiogly  Oommit  eziraordi'> 
MTV  powers*    It  was  not  to  swell  a  pe» 
riou  or  lo  foUnd  anv  argument  hereafter 
upon  kf  that  he  bestoved  this  praise 
upon  the  noUe  marquis^     Though   on 
aoaie  pmnts  he  had  ^flered  from,  and  on 
others  agtised  with^  that  noble  personage 
MS  political  sentimenty  it  was  only  justice 
10  state,  that  he  had  never  entertained 
but  one  opinion  with  r^ard  to  his  ta* 
tenth  etketjgj^  liberality,   and  integrity. 
Xhas  opinion  bad  not  been  shaken  by  any 
discusaioi  which  he  bad  yet  heard ;  and 
he  Iniited  that  it  would  net  be  shakea 
bgr  anjir  part  of  the  noble  marqnis's  con<i> 
duet  IB  his  new  administration.    Nay,  be 
ivaa  not  sure  that  he  might  net  have  voted 
far  the  pnuioe  of  these  bills,  if  the  noUe 
earl  opposite  bad  shown  their  Jordshins  a 
sii^e  aenteDce  from  the  disprttcbes  or  the 
neMe  marquis  calltng  £or  the  eoaetment 
of  iucb  powerful  measures.    The  noble 
bm\,  however,  had  liot  afforded  them  the 
sbgbtesi  evidence    of  such    being   the 
#ishee  ^  the  noble  marquis*    Now,  in 
such  a  OMf  then:  lerdshipa  were  bound 
te  eaatciee  a  judgment  fosmded  upon  the 
evidence  aubmkted  to  their  consideration } 
aadr  ejsereising  soob  a  judgment,  he  felt 
nenliinoed,  that  the  nobk  eail  asked  for  a 


nm%if  tbut  was  not  adapted  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case,  or  to  the  nature  of  the 
complaint.    A  noble  lord  had  said,  that 
when  a  house  was  on  fire,  it  was  the  first 
duty  of  the  khabitaoU  to  extinguish  the 
flames.    So,  with  regard  to  the  measures 
no«r  proposed  for  the  tranquillizing  of 
Ireland,  he  should  say  to  ministers,  **  It  is 
your  duty  to  restore  that  country  to  a 
state  of  peace  and  order :  you  are  now 
proposing  most  rigid  and  severe  measure^ 
to  effect  that  obiect ;  be  it  so— bnt  it  was 
your  duty  to  have  provided  means,   if 
not  to  have  prevented  the  existence,  at 
least  to  have  retarded  the  progress  on  its 
first  appearance,  of  that  spirit  of  discon- 
tent which  is  aiming  at  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  fdbric  of  public  security."  Now^ 
when  he  looked  at  the  papers  on  their 
table,  he  cduld  not  help  obterving,  that  a 
want  of  military  force  and  of  physical 
streacth  had  occasibned  the  talamities 
which  were  now  devastating  Ireland ;  and 
that   such  a  want  of  military  force— « 
want  for  which  the  government  was  to 
Uame— was  at  present  the  princi|ial  evil 
under  which  tnat    uofortunate  country 
was   labouring.      Their  lordships  would 
find  from  the  documents  on  their  table, 
that  wherever  there  was  n<l  military  force 
or  onlv  an  inidequdte  military  fbrce,  the 
disturbsnces   were    dnily   incfeasing    in 
nunbber  and  vialtnoe,  and  gradually  as- 
suming tlie  cfiarafcter  of  insurrection  end 
rebellion.     There  was  not,  indeed,  any 
very  strong  inference  to  be  deduced  from 
that  circumstance ;  but,  if  it  appeared,  as 
it  did  i^pear,  that  wherever  an  adequate 
military  force  was  stationed,   there   the 
disturbances  had  been  put  down  imme* 
diately,  and  had  subsequently  disappeared 
altogether,  it  followed  that  as  a  want  of 
military  fb^ce  had  encouraged^  so  a  sup- 
ply of  it  had  extinguished  the  flames  of 
msuTEection*    It  was  obvious  from  these 
papersv  that  wherever  an  adequate  milir 
tary  force  was  stationed^  no  such  domi«- 
ciliary  viaila  as  the.  bill  under  discussion 
authoriaed   magistrates    to  make,   were 
either    necessary   or    useful;     and    it 
was  almost  equallv  clear,  that  the  other 
pari   of    the   bill   which  gave    magis- 
trates the  power  of  arresting  suspicious 
individuals,  where  no  military  force  was 
at  hand  to  support  them  in  making  the 
araest,  could  not  prevent  misled  iodivi- 
duida  from  reaottiag  to  their  present  un- 
justifiable  oonducu    Let  the  bouse,  too» 
recollect  the  situation  in  which  the  ma* 
gistrates .  confessed   ibemselves    to    be 
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placed.    They  stated,  that  thdr  phyttcai 
fltreogth  was  not  equal  to  encounter  the 
evils  by  which  tbev  were  at  present  sur^ 
rounded.    Now,  when  by  this  act,  an  in- 
dividual  could    be  condemned  without 
either  judge  or  jury— >for  to  talk  of  the 
'  advantage  of  -having  a  king's  counsel  to 
•sit  with  the  oiagistrates  was  mere  hypo- 
critical cant,  inasmuch  as  by  having  a 
right  to  dispense  with  the  **  probi  et  la- 
gales  homines"  of  the  county  thev  had  a 
power  which  was  contrary  to  the  very 
existence  of  a  constitutioniEd  judge — was 
their  situation  likely  to  be  improved? 
The  magistrate  might  indeed   go  with 
the  yeomanry  in  ouest  of  any  parson  who 
was  suspected  of  beinff  in  leaaue  with  the 
insurgento ;  but  was  it  likely  mat  that  per- 
son would  give  himself  up  with  greater 
readiness  to  the  strone  arm  of  power,  now 
that  the  severity  of  we  punishment  was 
increased  and  the  chance  of  escaping  the 
gripe  of  the  law  was  diminished,  tbaia  he 
would  have  done  when  the  punishment 
man  comparatively  mild,  and  the  chances 
•of  his  acquittal  incomparably  greater} 
This    appeared  to  him  to  be  a  strong 
objection  against  the  competency  of  the 
sneasures   under  discussion   to    accom- 
plish the  end  proposed;    but,    leaving 
It  out  of  consideration  for  a  while,  he 
should  object  to  them  on  account  of  the 
liability  to  abuse  of  the  powers  which 
they  gave.     He  should  not  fatigue  the 
House  by  showing  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
parliament  to  take  it  as  a  fundamental 
maxim,  that  all  power  was  liable  to  abuse : 
be  should  content  himself  with  proving 
that  the  power  confbrred  by  this  act  was 
peculiarljT  liable  to  it.    Indeed,  that  was  a 
j)oint  wmch  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
deny,  wlien  the  character  of  toe  persons 
to  whom  it  was  to  be  intrusted— and  here 
be  did  not  aUude  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment of  Irelaml— -was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, as  also  the  circumstances  of  the 
^untry,  and  the  peculiar  condition  of  its 
unfortunate  peasantry.    In  the  first  place 
the  verj  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
necessity  of  passing  an  Insurrection  act, 
supposing  such  an  act  to  be  necessary, 
rendered  the  particular  persons  who  were 
to  exercise  its  powers  more  likely  than 
th^  otherwise  would  be,  to  abuse  their 
authority.    What  was  the  nature  of  those 
tnrcumstances  i  It  was  shortly  this«.-that 
there  had  been  a  •contest  between  the  ma* 
gistracy  and  the  people— a  contest  against 
the  law  on  the  part  of  the  people,  imd  in 
support  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  th^  ma- 


SMeoflrdmuL 


1169 


gistracy.    From  that  contest  the  magis 
tracy  had  come  out  unsucces^il;  and  it 
was  at  that  very  moment  when  they  were 
tunmated  by  resentment  (and,  ateitting 
even  that  it  was  a  just  resentment,  stfli  it 
was  a  good  ground  for  disqualifying  them 
to  act  as  judges),  that  they  were  to  bo 
intrusted  with  arbitrary  and  discretionary 
power.    Upon  these  principles,  of  all  thle 
persons  intrusted  with  power,  the  magis- 
trates weredie  mostlikelytoabuseit.  If  the 
|)Ositions  which  he  had  just  laid  down  were 
true  as  regarded  the  magistracy  of  every 
country,  he  could  not  sav  Uiat  they  were 
less  true  as  regarded  the  magistracy  of 
Ireland.    The  noble  lord  had  indeed  toM 
them,  that  in  passinf^  the  Insurrection  act 
they  were  not  passmg  a  new  law;  that 
thev  were  aoquainted  with  its  nature,  and 
had  bad  experience  of  its  efeets.    Yes, 
the^  did  know  its  nature— they  were  ac- 
quainted with  its  efects;    and,  unfono- 
nately,  there  were  but  few  of  them  who 
had  not   heard  tales,  and  well-attested 
tales  too,  of  the  cruelties  and  oppreasiena 
which  had  been  practised  under  it.    Did 
anv  man   doubt  the  veracity  of  thoie 
taks?    Then  let  him  go  to  tlie  records  of 
the  tribunals  of  Ireland,  and  he  would 
find  them  enrolled  there  in  characters 
whidi  admitted  of  no  dispute.    God  for- 
bid that  he  should  revive  these  tales  to 
gall  au  unfortunate  but  high-spirited  na- 
tion!   Yet  this  he  would  say,  that  the 
atrocities  which  had  been  formerly  per- 
petrated under  the  Insurrection  act»  made 
nim  recoil  from  it  with  a  mixed  feelinct  of 
disgust,  horror,  and  indignation.     The 
noble  lord  had,  however,  said,  that  the 
result  of  ithad  been,  toproduce  good  when- 
ever it  was  enacted,  rrom  such  language 
their  lordships  would  naturally  suppose, 
that  whenever  any  rebellion  took  place  in 
Ireland,  this  law  was  immediately  passed  to 
repress  it,  and  that  as  soon  as  it  nad  pro^ 
dttced  that  effect  it  was  suffinred  to  expire. 
But,  were  their  lordships  so  ignorant  of 
the  histcHy  of  their  own  times,  as  to  be- 
lieve this  to  be  the  case?    No,  they 
could  not  be  so ;  they  must  know  that 
this  law  had  been  first  passed  in  1796, 
and  that  it  had  remained  in  force  till— 
he  begged  their  lordships*  pardon— it  did 
not  remain  in  force,  for  all  law  was  sus- 
pended, and  a  government,    iHiich  aH 
writers  upon  government  had  described  as 
of  the  very  worst  species,  a  democcaof  of 
tyrants,   was  established  in  its  stead  ia 
Ireland,  from  1796  to  1604*.    But,  whett 
the  Insurrection  fct  was  then  sufibred  t<j» 
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mMre,  Aeir  lordAiM  might  parfaapi 
■appose  thai  halofon  days  began  to  Bhine 
on  that  oBfortonate  country*  and  that 
those  who  were  enkrosted  with  its  admi- 
nistration b^an  seriottsly  to  examine  mto 
the  causes  of  its  distress,  and  into  the 
best  means  of  removing  them.  No  such 
thing ;  three  years  did  not  elapse  before 
the  measures'  whidi  had  repressed  the 
evtUi  caused  the  people  to  br«ik  out  once 
more  into  acts  or  retaliatory  outrage*  In 
1807>  the  Insurrec^km  act  wSs  passed 


agam, 


and  exkted  for  two  or  three  years 


from  that  period.  A  noble  lord,  ;who  at 
that  time  was  a  member  of  the  opposite 
government,  much  to  his  own  honour, 
went  down  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  which  he  then  had  a  seat,  to  move  its 
repeal  two  or  three  months  before  it  ex* 
pired,  on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  ne- 
cessary to  continue  it  any  longer.  Did 
the  noble  lord  mean  to  say,  that  even 
then,  after  wading  so  long  through  a 
Stormy  sea  of  cruelty  and  oppression, 
the  Irish  nation  had  at  last  attained  the 
shores  of  peace  and  harmony  ?  No :  the 
Statute-book  answered  the  question  in  the 
negative ;  for  it  showed  that  the  act  in 
question  was  agun  passed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  evils  which  it  had  repressed 
breaking  forth  with  renewed  activity. 
Again  it  was  sofoed  to  expbe,  and  again, 
after  a  temporary  cessation,  the  ^stem 
of  violence  and  outrage,  which  it  haa  been 
passed  to  put  down,  forced  itself  upon  the 
notice  of  the  country.  It  was  now  pro- 
posed to  apply  the  same  remedy  to  it  as 
oefore;  but  to  that  application  he  could 
not  consent,  on  account  of  the  evils 
which  the  continued  repetition  of  it  was 
calculated  before  long  to  create.  It  was 
calculated  to  produce  two  results,  sind  of 
those  resulu  he  oould  not  tell  which  would 
be  the  most  pernicious.  In  the  first  place, 
it  woald  inure  the  judges  and  magistrates 
of  the  land  to  this  exercise  of  extraor- 
dinary powers;  and,  in  the  second,  by 
inuring  them  to  such  powers,  it  wouJd 
teach'  the  people  to  consider  them  as 
tyrants  and  natural  enemies.  Such  a 
state  of  thhigs  would  naturally  lead  to 
outrage  on  the  one  side,  and  to  tyrannical 
coodnct  on  the  other.  Besides  these  evil 
eonseqaences,  it  would  also  lead  to  ano- 
ther. The  most  upright  mi^istrate  could 
not  help  feeling  at  times  the  convenience 
to  himself,  and,  as  he-would  think,  to  the 
state,  c€  the  extraordinary  powers  in- 
trusted to  bimc  and  conseqn^tiy,  oa 
refenni^  to  jtbe  frdiavy  laws  of  the  land, 


and  to  the  restrictions  with  whicb  they 
guarded  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  subject, 
he  would  see  with  a  more  acute  eye  the 
obstacles  which  they  sometimes  afforded 
to  the  detection  and  conviction  of  cri- 
minals, and  would  wish,  in  forgetfulness 
of  the  protection  which  those  obstacles 
afibrded  on  other  occasions  against  per- 
sonal outrage  and  oppression,  to  see  tnem 
entirely  abrogated.  But,  if  such  an  effect 
was  likely  to  be  produced  on  the  mind  of 
a  good  magistrate,  what  was  likely  to  be 
the  eflfect  on  the  mind  of  a  bad  one? 
Would  it  not  be  to  kistigate  him  to  involve 
the  country  in  disturbance,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  armed  with  excessive  power 
to  accomplish,  under  the  shadow  of  the 
law,  any  of  his  own  base  and  sinister  pur- 

{>ose8  ?— It  was  observed  by  the  last  noble 
ord,  that  no  obedience  to,  or  respect  for, 
the  law,  was  to  be  found  in  Ireland— >a 
remark  wUch  he  said  applied  not  only  tio 
the  low  and  poor,  but  to  all  classes  and 
ranks  of  society.  Now,  that  want  of 
obedience  to  the  law  and  respect  for  its 
ordinances  he  (lord  H.)  de<uared  to  be 
the  chief  cause  of  all  the  mtsery  which 
had  so  long  been  devastating  Irdand. 
For,  what  was  the  lesson  taught  by  the 
practical  adminbtration  of  law  in  that 
country}  Why,  that  tiie  laws  were  good, 
and  merited  attention  in  times  of  peace 
and  tranquillity,  when  no  laws  were 
wanted;  but  that  in  times  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  when  it>  was  most  necessary 
to  execute  them  fairiy,  they  might  be 
obeyed  or  not,  as  pleiised  the  will  of  those 
who  administered  them.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  peasantry,  who  frequentiy 
received  injuries  from  that  verv  quarter 
which  was  bound  to  protect  them  from 
injuries,  said  to  the  magistracy,  **  We, 
too,  will  take  the  law  into  our  own  htods; 
we,  too,  will  act  on  a  system  of  lawless 
force;  we  will  seek  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances from  you,  b  the  same  manner  that 
you  seek  redress  of  your  grievances  from 
us :  we  will  worship  the  same  Moloch  of 
violence  to  which  you  yourselves  have  so 
often  sacrificed."  Could  any  man  be 
weak  enough  to  suppose  that  conduct 
founded  upon  such  pnnciples  would  not 
reproduce  cori'esponding  violence  among 
the  magistracy  }  There  always  had  been, 
and  there  always  would  be,  indiridualsof 
that  bodjread^  to  assert,  that  theriolent. 
measures  to  which  they  persuaded  the  go- 
vernment to  resort  were  rendered  neces* 
saij,  not  by  the  re-action  which  they  oc- 
casioned^ but  by  the  discontent  and  dis^ 
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afctttido  nhidi  «xiiled  tam^  ibe  kurwr 
orderi  of  tboir  codntrynen.    Indted^  U 
Wis  too  often  thetr  intereBt  to  lute  tlietf 
BDCDedieto  neigfabovrbood  remeseotad  4o 
goferomeot  Bf  dtfturbed,  if  they  did  not 
abfoluteJy  render  it  to  by  indnlgiog  their 
oWD  lioentiottt  and  iniquitoitt  paadonsi 
lor  then  eeoh  of  them  coold  strut  about 
as  Che  tyrant  of  his  district ;  then  erery 
jpetty  Midas  could  swell  himself  into  an 
imporlanoe  to  which  neither  bis  rank  nor 
his  talent  gave  him  any  claim,  and  could 
tliuSf  from  the  augmentation  of  their  nia« 
gistcTtal  powers,  spread  terror  and  dismay 
amongst  all  those  who  did  not  yield  io« 
staot   obedience  io   their  high  behests* 
He  did  not.  pretend  to  advocate  the  po* 
licy  of  placing  Ireland  under  martial  law } 
hot»  in  contrastfaig  one  severe  nietture 
iMth  another,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
esprsai  fait  conviction,  that  even  the  pro* 
damation  of  martial  law  woakl  be  pro^ 
dttctive  of  less  miscbief  to  Ireland,  thain 
tiie  enactment  of  hiws  like  the  present* 
If  a  magistrate  were  to  know,  that  when** 
over  his  district  be^me  agitated,  an  oyer* 
whelauag  aulitary  force  would  be  sort 
into  it,  that  would  sink  him  into  insigns* 
icanca  as  weU  as  the  wretch  whom  he 
persecated;  attd  ^  he  were  to  find  that 
upon  audi  ooeaaions  the  eacess^  of  his 
own  partisans  were  punished  wkh  the 
same  severity  as  those  of  the  deluded 
oreatures  to  whom  they  were  opposed, 
he  wottM  redouble  his  diligence  to  nre- 
vent  sudi  an  evil  from  fidlmg  upoa  nim 
aad  the  district  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected ;  he  would  pause  a  little  before  he 
odied  for  the  rigour  of  severe  and  revo* 
httlomwy  laws  (for  revdotionary  these 
laws  certainly  were)»  because  the  weight 
of  them  would  press  on  his  own  bead  as 
heavily  as  upon  the  bead  of  those  whom 
he  was  now  in  the  eastom  of  insulting 
and  oppressing.    Such  would  be  the  ktl' 
lags  and  conduct  of  Hbe  magistrates,  ia 
the  case  which  be  had  supposed ;  but, 
very  dMerent  wore  dleir  feeitngs  and  con- 
duct ooder  the  esdsting  slate  of  things* 
He  did  not  know  nuich  of  the  mtcmsl 
admioistratioa  of  the  affirirs  of  IreUmd; 
but  he  believed  diat  he  was  not  stating 
more  than  &cta  jastified  bras  in  ssata^, 
when  be  said  that  eight  dr  nine  months 
bad  never  elapsed  sm»  the  Union,  without 
a  Bumbsv  of  tbe-magfs^ateooalKng  upon 
geeesnaieot  to  put  the  Insurreolion  act  ia 
mee*    No  sooner  did  a  lord  lieotenant 
set  1)^  foet  in  IrehMMi,  than  he  was  in- 
ia  »maWiade  oC  iAidgaes  aad 


of  wfaidi  the  aels  ohj^ot  w«a«  to 
obtain  the  execution  of  that  harsh  and 
aoooustitutioaal  measure.    He  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  faction,  which,  considering 
the  goiremment  as  its  property,  studied 
his  character,  in  order  to  turn  th^  defects 
of  it  to  their  own  advantage.    If  he  was 
a  tiaild  man,  they  atteaspted  to  fri^tea 
him  into  their  views :  if  he  was  a  spuritod 
man,   they  endeavoured  te  win  him  to 
their  side  by  putting  him  on  his  mettle* 
Indeed,  no  expedient  was  left  untried  to 
get  him  into  their  power,  and  a  corres- 
pondence was  opeaed  with  lum  by  this 
Mumense  faction,   whidi  eateaded  itself 
through  every  part  of  Ireland,  of  which 
the  sole  drift  was,  to  hafe  the  provisions 
of  the  Insurrection  act  oarried  into  full 
efisct«-^AfWr  detailing  the  misobief  which 
such  a  state  of  society  was  alaiost  certain 
to  generate,   the  noble  lord  said^  there 
was  one  other  subject,  on  which  he  could 
not  refrain  from  making  a  few  remarks^ 
The  subjeot  to  which  he  alluded  was,  the 
neceisity  of  aocompanying  these  laars  of 
coercion  with  some  measures  of  redress* 
There  shouU^  at  least,  be  sosse  pledge 
given  by  tfie  members  of  administratioii 
that  they  woald  apply  their  attention  to 
the  mitigaiion  of  those  grievanoes  which 
every  now  aad  then  were  producing  such 
vtomt  paroscyaM  of  rage  and  iadienatkm 
in  the  adads  of  the  people  of  Ireland* 
Among  the  other  defects  of  tbe  asossure 
then  uader  discussion,   it  was  not  the 
least,  that  it  would  render  it  still  mere 
diflkult  than  it  was  at  present  toooik- 
ciliate  the  spirit  of  its  inhabitants-^ that 
it  would  act  as  an  additional  bar  to  their 
haprovemeat,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  efieet  the  por« 
pose  for  which  it  was  uHeoded.    When 
he  said  that  the  bill  was  insaficient  for 
its  purpose,  he  did  not  mean  to  say,  thai 
in  a  WW  aionths  Irdand  might  not  be 
more  tranquil  than  it  was  at  presents 
he  bad  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  so^ 
fee   the   length    of  the  days  and  the 
lightness  of  the  nights  would  of  them* 
selves    prevent   many    of  the  oalrages 
aow  complained  of*    What  he  meaat  to 
say  was  thi^Mihat  the  bill  would  not  era* 
dicate  tbe  causes   of  the  distuebaaces* 
Before  their  lerdshijps  proceeded  to  peas 
new  restrictive  laws  tar  the  government  of 
Ireland,  thew  otigfaty  he  would  not  say  to 
grant  CathoKe  toiancipatioa,  but  to  give 
a  pledge  that  they  were  prepared  talaka 
tmt  subject  iato  tfaehr  inuncdiat^  oo»« 
sidsration*    IC  anph  a  pledge 
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gfiren,  appafenl  iranaullllrf  night  be 
achieved  bv  tbb  bill  iSir  »  tine,  but  it 
would  not  be  kog  before  their  lordtUj^ 
would  ^tkAf  thai  all  the  ayreptottia  of  the 
preteot  diseeae  weuid  break  out  wMi  re« 
doubled  violeace.  Dittorbaaee  and  riot 
woaldaoon  swell  op  into  rebelKen;  and 
the  inaorreotion  would  aaaaroe  the  aapect 
of  a  political  aad  religioua  warfore.  In 
the  eaae  of  their  neighbouva,  nialatera 
could  aee  cleaviy  hew  auch  a  ehange  night 
be  eAnsted.  When  the  peraeculion  of  the 
Paotealanta  took  uhiee  hi  the  Seuth  of 
Vk^ttoOi  it  waa  aaia  te  be  the  peraeeulion 
of  ^le  fbllewava  of  Buonaparte,  and  to- 
tally uneonneoled  with  any  reHgioua  ani- 
moaitlea.  To  whom,  however^  were  the 
extraordlBat^  povi^era,  neoeaaary  t<^  put 
dowo  the  diaturbancea,  entmatedf  Tia 
Gaiholica,  who  bad  theh^  feelhiga  hritated 
agakiatthe  BreicalanUby  the  eonteat  in 
wbich  they  bad  been  engaged  with  dien. 
The  noble  earl  eppoaiie  amiled  at  the  re- 
mark he  had  just  nade^  aa  if  it  applied 
only  to  the  Catholic  He,  howevei',  waa 
of  opinion  ^t  it  applied  to  hunan  nature. 
What  did  theee  CathoHca  aay  ?  MHiy, 
«« the  nan  la  a  Proteatant ;  he  la,  there* 
Are,  a  friend  of  Buonaparte,  and  there^ 
A>re  our  arbitrary  power  may  very  fturiy  be 
exeroiaed  aganat  hin/*  M^ht  not  ainilar 
language,  under  a  atafee  of  thinga  almost 
0101^1%  be  naed  by  aone  of  thel^oteatant 
magiatraey  in  Ireland?  The  man  ia  a 
CathoKc,  and  therefore  a  liriend  to  riot  and 
diatorbanee:  and  therefMPe  a  proper  aub- 
ject  fbr  the  poweta  wkh  which  we  are  in- 
troated/'  If  such  a  apirit  waa  te  direct 
the  prooeedinga  of  the  Irish  magiatratea, 
the  riota,  he  would  repeat,  would  aoon 
bo  een^rted  hito  a  rel^oua  war.  It 
would  be  a  war  of  nerseeutien  en  the  one 
hand,  and  of  religtoua  enthiiaiaam  en  the 
other.  Thenobleenrlhad,liowever,thoi^»ht 
projper  to  inform  them,  that  the  causes 
of  (heae  disorders  were  not  politieal^  <<  In 
these  paroxyama  of  diaeaae,"  said  the 
noble  earl,  «*  I  give  you  remediea  un« 
pleasant  to  the  palate ;  but  do  net,  on 
that  account,  auppose  that  I  am  a  quaok ; 
no,  I  hare  had  a  iWular  edueatlon,  and  I 
draw  my  skill  in  J^ytic  from  longatudr 
aad  experience.  The  diseaae  under  wMcn 
you  are  sufiering  Is  of  an  organic  nature, 
and  requires  aft  the  exertions  of  the  faeuhj 
to  remove  or  eradicate.^  Why,  this  waa 
an  extraordinary  discovery  indeed;  the 
physician  had  l>een  feeling  the  pubeof 
the  patient  for  many  years,  and  had  never 
befbre  aaid  one  word  regarding  this  or* 


game  dissaie  under  which  he  was  sakl  to 
labot^.  But,  had  the  patient  himself 
never  told  his  medical  adviser  about  this 
organic  disease ;  or  had  his  friends  been 
e^^ly  silent  with  respeet  to  it?  Oh 
dear,  no ;  quite  the  reverse !  One  of 
then^  a  noble  duke  (Buckingham)  who 
had  lately  received  an  elevation  to  the 
highest  rank  of  the  peerage,  had  specific 
eally  breught  the  subject  under  the  con-» 
sideration  of  this  great  state-^i^ysician, 
and  the  latter  had  treated  it  with  ineffiible 
centempt.  A  noble  Mend  of  his  (earl 
Ffitxwuiam)  for  whom  it  was  impossible 
ibr  hin  to  express  all  the  respect  he  Mti 
who  had  not  been  elevated  a  stro  in  the 
peerage,  bet  who  waa  universaliv  loved 
aad  venerated,  had  also  brought  forward 
a  sinlhw  proposition ;  but  that,  as  well  aa 
the  ethers  had  been  scomAilly  dfaoiissed* 
The-  noble  earl  opposite  had  neglected  the 
diaerder,  tiH  it  waa  ahnoat  l^ond  hia 
power  to  adttinlster  a  remedy;  but  aa  he 
at  length  allowed  that  there  waa  <*aome- 
thine  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark,''  be 
(lord  H.)  expected  a  pledge  that  some^ 
thing  woidd  ha  done  to  remove  it.  It  waa 
prepoalevous  to  say  tliat  such  pledge 
ought  not  to  be  given.  The  removal  of 
CathoHc  disabiHCws,  a  measure  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  preposmg  twenty  twa 
years  ago  In  that  Hotise,  might  not  indeed 
be  right ;  but  it  was  ntterl^impessH^  that 
any  ffovemnent  eooM  discharge  ita  duty 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  excluded 
the  quesden  from  their  consideration,  or 
to  the  people  of  England,  to  whom  they 
said  tne  Irish  were  ItdKniring  under  a 
chronic  as  wdl  aa  organic  dia^ise.  The 
question  el  tithes  was  idao  an  important 
Gueation,  and  waa  connected  with  a  ajrstem 
that  created  rafverval  disgust  and  disaatis^- 
faction  ht  Irehind:  and  ^y  so^  Bo* 
cause  they  were  paid  to  support  a  religion 
m  which  those  who  paid  them  did  not  be«> 
Keve.  Whenever  this  waa  mentioned 
in  the  eonaultation  of  phyaiciana,  aa  one 
of  the  causes  of  the  distemper,  mum  waa 
the  word  hnmediatdy ;  **  You  may  men*- 
^ion  that  in  private  aa  nnich  as  you  like ; 
but  not  a  word  df  i^  in  the  public  consul^ 
tatien :  ft  ia  too  deficate  a  sublet  to  have 
it  rashly-handled  f  It  waa  a  subject,  how* 
ever,  so  intimately  connected  with  die 
other  great  ouestidn  to  which  he  had  al^ 
kdedi .  that  he  couM  not  help  referring, 
with  aome  degree  of  disgust  and  ftidigna- 
tion,  to  the  compact  which  at  present  ex- 
isted  in  the  cabmet  to  prevent  CadioHc 
emandpaliott  fhm  being  carried.    ^  We 
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•gree.'^  said  some  of  its  leadiof^  niftnbers, 
<«  with  ^hat  is  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
House*  as  to  the  importanoe  of  giwiting, 
the  Cslholios  this  boon ;  but  if  we  press 
it  on  our  colleagues^  we  shall  dissolve  our 
cabinet.  It  is,  therefore,  better  for  us  to 
keep  oSce,  and  forfeit  the  eood  opinion 
of  our  countrymen,  tha»  to4o  that  which 
most  persons  allow  to  be  necessary,  though 
theydiferas  to  the  details  of  the  measure 
by  which  it  is  to  be  efected."  That  might 
do  tolerably  well  as  long  as  thecountry  was 
in  a  state  of  tranquilli^ ;  but  he  was  anx- 
ious to  eJCBct  from  ministers,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affiurs,  a  pledge  that  they 
would  take  a  view  of  the  wholesubject,  and 
give  the  country  the  benefit  of  their  opi- 
nionsuponit.  The  evib  which  a£EMSted  the 
sister-country  were  too  complicated  in 
their  nature  to  be  removed  at  once,  x>r  by 
one  measure.  Let  it  not  be  thought 
that  the  removal  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
disabilities  would  effect  such  an  object,  or 
that  it  would  be  a  panacea  for  ml  those 
eyils.  He  fully  admitted  that  it  would  be  a 
most  salutsnr  measure ;  but  it  would  not 
alone  be  sufficient.  The  system  of  tithes 
was  another  evil  which  required  a  specific 
remedy;  and  on  this  subject  be  fully 
concurred  in  the  remark  which  he  was 
pleased  to  hear  come  from  the  noble  lord 
—that  the  man  who  could  effiact  a  com- 
mutation of  thdm  in  Irdand  would  confer 
a  most  important  benefit,  for  which  he 
woidd  deserve  his  country's  thanks.  Ano- 
ther evil  complained  of  in  Ireland  was  the 
absence  of  so  many  of  its  ^reat  landed 
proprietors.  He  would  admit  that  it  was 
an  evil;  but  in  any  country  where  the 
measures  of  government  separated  the 
interest  of  the  hiffher  and  lower  classes ; 
where  the  lower  classes  were  kept  in  that 
state  of  op]f  ression  which  must  create  ap- 
prehension in  the  minds  of  the  higher ;  it 
would  happen  in  such  a  country,  where- 
ever  it  was,  that  the  great  proprietors  of 
land  would  remove  to  other  countries  for 
the^  enjojrment  of  their  affluence.  But 
besides  the  causes  just  mentioned  as  the 
sources  of  the  evib  which  affiscted  Ireland, 
there  was  another,  which,  strengthened 
by  those  to  which  he  hadallud^,  rose 
paramount  to  them  all«-4t  was  that  dis- 
respect for  the  law  which  existed  in 
every  dam  in  that  country,  from  the 
higiiest  to  the  lowest,  from  the  duellist, 
who,  dirough  a  mistaken  notion  of 
honour,  placed  himself  above  the  law, 
in  order  to  redress  his  rcAl  or*  fiuicied, 
wrongs ;  to  the  poor  bcg-trottuig  peasant, 
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who  in  the  aiglit  dime  asvty  Imb  neigli* 
hour's  cow;  to  repay  himsdf  a  dd>i^ 
rather  than  resort  to  a  process  of  kiw, 
or  employ  a  bailiff.  This  disrespect  for 
the  law  prevailed  in  all  classy;  oecause 
all  dasses  seemed  to  feel  that  the  laws 
were  whdly  unfit  for  them.  Wfa^  such 
a  dreadful  evil  existed,  no  time  whatever- 
shpuld  be  lost  in  its  correction,  br  tibe  re« 
moval  of  the  law,  or  by  adaptinff  it  to 
the  people.  He  would  not  enter  forther 
on  this  important  subjeet;  but,  befiMre  he 
sat  down,  he  could  not  but  complain  that^ 
their  lordships  had  not  been  wdl  treated, 
by  mbisters,  in  the  haste  with  whic^  ther. 
proposed  to  carry  this  measure  through 
the  House,  not  even  alk>wiD|^  four  and. 
twenty  hours  fcv  its  consideration.  From, 
the  best  attention  which  he  cooU  give* 
these  measures,  he  felt  satisfied  that  Sey 
were  not  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils  to. 
which  they  were  to  be  applied.  And 
here  he  could  not  but  think  it  extraor- 
dinary, that,  if  the  noble  marquis  at  the^. 
head  of  the  Irish  government  had  thought 
such  measures  necessary,  he  had  notmen* 
tinned  them  in  his  dii|>atches.  On  the 
whole,  he  thought  the  power  would  be 
most  likely  to  be  abused,  when  putinto  the 
hands  of  magistrates  who  had  al^used  that 
with  which  they  were  already  intrusted*  • 
The  Duke  of  Wdlm^om  said,  he  did 
not  rise  to  follow  the  npUe  bar^n  through, 
all  the  details  of  the  question,  his  obiect> 
was  principally  to  advert  to  the  employ^ 
ment  of  the  military  force  in  ireland.P^ 
He  would  first,  however,  remind  the  noble 
baron,  who  had  ai^gued  as  if  the  presoii 
measure  was  a  permanent  and  universal 
one,  that  it  went  oolj  to  enable  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  prodLaim  certam  disturbed 
districts  in  which  it  was  necessary  some 
prompt  and  powerfu)  measures  should  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  repress  those  lawless, 
acts  of  nocturnal  outrage  by  which  lifo 
and  property  were  violated.  For  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  putting  these  distrielS' 
und^  the  operation  of  the  law,  the  lord 
lieutenant  was  responsible;  and  he  did 
hope  their  lordships  would  agree  with  him 
in  concluding  that  his  noble  relative  al  the 
head  of  the  Irish  goverqment,  alive  te 
that  responsibility,  would  not  allow  it  to 
be  put  in  execution,  except  where  the 
necessity  demanded  iu  application.  Witb 
respect  to  the  militarv  force  in  Irela|id>,be 
must  observe,  that  the  amount  of  forte 
stationed  th^re  at  this  period,  was  nearly 
double  that  which  was  stationed  there  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  late  warn 
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Iiktoed^  tbtre  wit  it  Utgern.  force  ii^  tluit 
country  as  could  be  well  employed.  It 
WM  Iroe  tbet  the  law  under  dwcustioQ 
would  deuiattd  the  aid  of  force  to  carry  it 
into  execution ;  but  the  outrages  which  the 
Irish  gotecniaent  were  bound  to  repress, 
were  of  two  descriptions.  There  was 
what  be  migbt  designate  a  rebel  force 
openly  arrayed  in  the  field ;  thai  descrip- 
tion was  to  be  met  by  force  alone.  In  the 
other  case,  it  would  have  to  counteract 
the  nightly  aggressions  of  lawless  bodies, 
who,  takiog  advantage  of  darkness,  plun- 
dered the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  their 
arms*  and  committed  those  outrsgies  which 
were  so  fully  described  in  the  papers  be- 
fore the  House*  To.  put  down  these  law- 
less practices,  the  powers  of  the  proposed 
bill  were  necessary ;  supported  certainly 
by  military  aid  in  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion. .  That  force  alone  ccmld  not  prevent 
tbese  disorders  was  evident  from  tne  fact, 
that  houses  in  the  immediate  vicini^  of 
barracks,  where  troops  were  stationed,  had 
been  actually  attacked  and  plundered. 
Such  occurrences  were  not  instable  to 
any  want  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
military,  but  to  the  local  nature  of  the 
country,  and  the  disposition  of  the  popu- 
lation among  whom  they  were  stationed. 
The  certain  means  of  preventing  the  repe- 
tition  of  such.outrages  fras,  by  preventing 
paopJefrom  ieaviog  theirhomes  from  sunset 
to  sunrise,  and  by  punishing  them,  if  they 
were  found  absent.  But  it  might  be  said, 
that  the  msgistfrates  would  require  the  aid 
of  a  mih'tary  force  for  the  performance  of 
this  duty.  Certainly  they  could  not  per- 
form it  alone ;  but  he  thought  that  when 
a  district  was  proclaimed,  there  would  al- 
ways be  force  eiiough  to  take  up  those 
found  transgressing ;  and  he  would  con- 
lend,  that  if  we  had  double  our  present 
military  force  in  Ireland,  still  the  present 
law  would  be  necessary  to  enable  govern- 
ment to  deal  with  such  individuals  as  he 
bad  desbribed.  Where  a  different  kind  ot 
outrage  was  committed  by  parties  m  open, 
insurrection,  of  course  a  different  remedy 
must  be  employed.  He  repeated,  that  the 
lord*  lieutenant  having  called  for  these 
measures,  would  be  responsible  for  their 
due  execution  i  and  he  ni^  no  doiibt  he 
would  exercise  the  f>ower  thev  gave  him 
with  a  discretion  which  would  merit  the 
'  confidence  of  the  country. 
^  Tbe.Duke  of  Buckingham  considered 
the  proposed  measures  outfht  tobecarried, 
flijOt  merely  from  the  confidence  he  placed. 
YdL.VI. 


fai  the  dtecretiou  of  the  lord  lieutenant, 
(though  he  f^ly  admitted  that  a  more  fit 
selection  of  a  nobleman  to. place  at  the 
bead  of  the  Irish  executive  could  not  have 
been  made)— not  merely  from  the  con* 
fidence  he  had  in  the  great  temper  andino- 
deratioo  of  the  able  and  excellent  man  at 
the  head  of  the  Jaw  department  in  that 
country ;  but  he  thought  them  necessary 
from  the  notoriety  of  the  evils  to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied.  He  was  quite 
surprised  to  hear  from  the  noble  lord 
(HolUod)  an  objection  to  the  power 
given  to  the  tnagistracy  under  these  acts, 
and  his  predilection  for  the  use  of  the  mi- 
litary. What  1  were  there  to  be  two  con* 
sUtutions,  one  for  England  and  another 
for  Ireland?  .  Why  was  the  constitutional 
principle  of  the  'preference  to  the  civil 
power  to  be  neglected  in  Ireland,  when  it 
was  so  much  desired  .in  this  couptry  ? 
The  noble  lord  and  his  friends,  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  complained,  that  govern* 
roent  had  a  preference  to  the  use  of  the 
military.  But  why  were  the  magistracy 
of  Ireland  not  to  be.  intrusted  i^ith  powers 
under  this  act  ?— because,  as  was  said, 
they  were  prejudiced  persons.  But,  was 
not  the  country  in  a  state  of  rebellion  ? 
And,  in  such  a  state,  where  one  portion 
of  the  people  were  in  arms  against  tlie 
other,  was  it  to  be  said  that  the  civil  ma- 
gistrates ought  to  have  no  power  because 
they  must  be  prejudiced  against  the  party 
in  rebellion?  Why,  the  same  argument 
would  hold  good  against  investing  the  ma- 
gistrate with  great  powers  in  any  ima- 
ginable case  of  public  disturbance.  But 
a  military  force  was  preferred.  He  recol- 
lected, that  one  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  join  the  Opposition  against 
ministers  was,  their  keeping  up  a  military 
force  which  he  thought  much  too  large 
for  the  country.  He  continued  in  the 
same  opinion  still,  that  that  establishment 
was  too  large;  but  it  had  been  since  re- 
duced, and  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
increased  without  ^he  most  urgent  ne- 
cessity. That  necessity  he  did  not  see 
in  the  case  of  Ireland*  The  noble  duke 
concluded  by  declaring  his  conviction  that 
the  present  measures  were»  in  principle 
and  m  detail,  the  best  which  could  be 
adopted  for  putting  down  the  distur^i* 
bances  in  Ireland. 

The  Marquis  of  LantdM/m  said,  that 
althouah  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
inconsistency  in  the  vote  which  he  should 
give,  yet  the  subject  to  which  it  referred 
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#M  of  a  natbre  so  iaportant,  that  he  could 
not  refrain  frotn  makiDg  a  few  remarks 
thereon.  Tbei^were  two  questions  1>e- 
^re  their  lordships — the  first,  whether  the 
bill  should  pass  at  all  ?  and  the  second,  of 
which  notice  had  been  given  by  his  noble 
friend,  what  was  to  be  the  period  of  its 
duration?  In  order  that  he  might  not 
trouble  their  lordships  a  second  time,  he 
would  embrace  both  those  questions  in 
the  fi&w  Observations  he  had  to  make.  As 
to  the  first  question,  he  came  to  it  not 
without  that  anxiety  which  every  man 
roust  feel  who  had  to  TOte  oti  a  measure 
on  which  might  depend  the  welfare  of  his 
country ;  and,  with  the  deepest  regret  at 
its  over- ruling  necessity,  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  he  must  assent  to  the  measure 
before  their  lordships*  He  alluded  par- 
tioularly  to  the  Insurrection  bill ;  for  as 
to  the  necessity  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Suspension  bill,  he  had  not  heard  any 
grounds  stated  ;  but  he  supposed  the 
grounds  on  which  it  would  be  moyed  rested 
^equally  on  the  responsibility  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland.  Now,  he  would 
admit  that  much  of  the  detail  of  such  a 
measure  must  rest  with  the  executive 
government ;  and  in  that  point  of  view  it 
might  be  important  to  inquire  as  to  the 
discretion  witn  which  it  might  be  exer* 
cfised.  He  confessed  that  he  felt  conside- 
rable disappointment,  in  looking  at  the 
Selection  (for  selection  it  must  be  called  ) 
of  the  correspondence  of  the  noble  mar-' 
quis,  which  had  been  laid  before  their 
lordships.  His  disappointment  arose  from 
not  finding  in  that  correspondence  any 
mention  made  of  the  causes  of  the  evils 
complained  of,  and  of  the  probable  means 
by  which  they  might  be  remedied.  He 
was  quite  surprised  to  hear  from  a  noble 
earl,  that  any  difficulty  could  arise  in  the 
6iind  of  the  noble  marquis  on  the  subject 
of  stating  his  opinion  on  those  subjects 
for  the  information  of  the  legislature.  No 
one  would  expect  that  a  statement  of  the 
kind  alluded  to,  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
marouis,  should  comprise  a  particular  bill 
for  the  remedy ;  but  it  might  be  Expected 
that  the  legislature  should  hear  the  opi- 
nion of  that  noble  lord  as  to  the  causes  to 
Which  he  might  attribute  the  present  dis- 
turbances. There  was  a  precedent  for 
such  a  course  under  the  administration  of 
lord  Whitworth  in  Ireland ;  for,  oh  one 
Occasion,  that  noble  lord  had  transmitted 
a  statement  respecting  the  condition  of 
that  country,  in  which  he  pointed  out 
the  defects  which  ought  to  be  remedied 
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in  its  political,  legal,  and  mflltary  aituation. 
That  statement  did  great  credit  to  th« 
good  sense  and  sound  jiidgment  of  the 
noble  earl,  and  would  remain  a  lasting 
proof  of  his  zeal  and  diligence  In  the  dia* 
charge  of  his  important  trust.  But,  af^er 
that  example,  was  he  now  to  be  told,  that» 
under  the  circumstances  now  existing  in 
Ireland,  their  lordships  were  not  to  expect 
from  the  head  of  the  executive  ffovem- 
ment  in  Ireland  a  statement  calculated  to 
inform  them  of  the  real  situation  of  that 
country  ?  Could  any  one  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  talents  and  habiu  of  the  noble 
marquis,  doubt  that  there  iexisted  In  the 
possession  of  his  majesty's  government  foH 
details  given  by  him  as  to  the  causes  of 
the  evils  upon  which  they  were  now  legis- 
lating, and  which,  he  contended,  ought 
to  have  been  on  their  lordships*  table  ?  It 
was  not,  therefore,  from  the  papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  them  that  he  had 
formed  his  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  necessity  for  the  present 
measure.  He  had  formed  it  upon  the 
notoriety  of  the  case  itaelf ;  from  the  fre- 
quency of  nocturnal  assemblages  of  armed 
men,  from  ^e  murders,  roDberies,  and 
open  defiance  of  all  law  and  authority; 
and  when  he  recollected  that  such  a  man 
as  Grattan  — that  zealous  and  incorrupti- 
ble friend  of  his  country,  who  had  ever 
viewed  her  with  the  eye  of  a  parent,  while 
he  watched  over  her  intefesta  with  the 
foresight  of  a  statesman — when  he  recol- 
lected that  that  great  roan  did  not  think 
such  a  measure  as  this  hiapplicable,  in  a 
case  certainly  less  urgent  than  the  present; 
when  he  saw  the  wretched  state  in  which 
that  country  now  stood ;  that  rebellion,  like 
a  torrent,  was  pouring  over  the  land,  and 
threatening  the  destruction  of  all  social 
order,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to 
consent  that  the  legislature  should  first 
put  down  the  evil,  and  afterwards  fortify 
the  state  against  its  recurrence.  But, 
while  he  admitted  that  the  handa  of  the 
executive  ought  to  be  strengthened  by 
the  law,  he  aid  not  stand  oledged  to  the 
particular  remedy  proposed,  any  further 
than  experience  led  him  to  judge  of  ita 
eftcts.  When  such  powers  were  to  ht 
(k)nferred  as  their  lordships  were  then 
about  to  bestow,  it  should  be  a  subject  of 
serious  consideration  how  they  could  be 
best  adm^sistered,  and  who  were  the  fittest 
instruments  for  their  exercise.  In  look- 
ing at  this  part  of  the  case,  he  f\illy  con- 
curred in  the  view  taken  by  bis  noble 
friend  (lord  Holland),  that  the  employ- 
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m»t  of  Ititfmlkarjr  wat  mach  preferable, 
in  carryio|[  thU  law  loto  effecW  ^h&n  ^^^t 
of  the  magucnites^  uikler  present  circum* 
atances.     H^  felt  fullj  dispoBed  to  put 
coofidfuce  in  tbe  goveromeiit  of  Ireland* 
|U)d  to  give  it  that  power  which,  in  his 
QpimiHkf  would  be  iBoat  effectueL    At  the 
aiKie  tiaoe^  he  had  an  objectioi^  to  that 
part  of  ihq  detailt  by  which  ita  executioQ 
would,  in  a  gn»al  degree,  be  intrusted  to 
Iho  magistracy :  and  that  objectioo  arose 
from  his  receUactioD  of  the  operation  of 
the  act  on  former  occasions*    On  this  part 
of  the  sufaJQct  be  would  not  give  his  own 
opinion,  bat  that  of  a  very  eminent  judge 
•f  the  Irish  bench.    He  would  read  an 
f  iitract  from  the  charge  of  Judge  Fletcher 
to  tb«  grand  juiy  of  a  county*  in  the  year 
)814.    In  that  charge  he  stated  to  them, 
that  the  Insurrection  act  consisted  in  a 
suspension  of  the  English    constitution 
and  the  trial  by  jury;  that,  by  that  act,  any 
seven  magistrates  had  the  power  of  putting 
it  in  force,  after  which  eyery  roan  waa 
obliged  to  remain  with^  bis  bouse,  or,  if 
found  out  oi  it  after  a  certain  hour,  he 
was  liable  to  transportation.    The  learned 
judge  then  stated,  that  this  was  a  power, 
die  exercise  of  which  ought  to  be  narrowly 
watched;  fo>  that  it  had,  on  certain  occa* 
sioBs,  been  abused;  and  he  s^tated  as  a 
&et  that  had  come  within  his  own  know* 
ledge*  Ikai  a  magistrate  had  been  the 
mieana  of  procuring  a  trip  across   the 
AUantie  for  one  of  bis  tenants,  by  which 
a  beneficial  lease  had  fallen  into  his  own 
hands«    He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  there 
were  not  most  respectable  individuals  in 
the  magistracy  of  Ireland:  but,  he  must  say^ 
what  could  not  be  contradicted,  namely, 
that  there  were  admitted  into  that  body 
persons  wholly  unfit  for  the  trust  reposelli 
ip  them.    He  could  further  add,  what  had 
come  within  his  own  knowledge*  that  many 
of  the  most  respectable  individuals  had 
reAised  to  accept  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  because  they  would  not  be  associa- 
ted with  such  individuals.    This  he  men- 
tioned, to  show,  that  sotne  steps  oudit  to 
he  taken  to  poiify  the  magbtracy  of  Ire- 
land.   Tlieir  lordships  wornd  allow  him  to 
add,  that  many  persons  who,  about  ten  or 
fifteen  yearasigo,  were,  from  their  property 
or  atation  in  aaciety,  fit  to  be  m^Hs^rates 
of  Irdand, were  no  longer  so,    Thisar^se 
from  a  vaiiety  of  eircumstaocea  connected 
with  thedifference  of  prices,  the  alteration 
of  tbe  currency,  and  the  transition  from  a 
Slate  of  war  to  one  of  the  peace.    Among 
those  persons,  there  wtfe  many  who  him 


^ncelost  their  all»    Many  who  bed  heap 
ooce  8uffici<;ntly  respectable  to  be  put  in 
tho  commission  of  the  peace,  were  left  in 
that  state  of  ruin  and  poverty,  that  did 
not  entiMe  them  to  be  selected  as  the 
magistrates  in  whom  such  large  poweia 
were  to  be  vested.    Let  not  their  lord- 
ships believe,  that  tbe<e  would  not  arise 
oiit  of  the  excess  of  such  powers  (setting 
aside  the  consideration  of  all  impropriety 
of  conduct  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
to  possess  them,  all  ebullitions  of  violence 
or  anger,  and  looking  only  to  the  necessary 
consequences  of  such   enactments) — let 
not  their  lordships  suppose,  that  there 
would  not  be  leu  behmd,  tbe  seeds  of 
hatred  and  contempt  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  suspicion  and  fear  on  the  other.    Thoae 
wholesome  and  excellent  ties  by  which  the 
lower  and  higher  orders  wer6  tMMiad  togcw 
ther  in  a   peaceable  and  constitutional 
country,  were  rudely  torn  asunder  in  those 
countries,  where  the  less  fortunate  coo^ 
dition  of  these  relations  led  the  lower  or* 
dersto  consider  the  higheraa  their  enemies, 
and  sometimes,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  indu«» 
ced  the  higher  orders  to  look  upon  the 
persons  exposed  to  their  arbitraiy  sway 
with  that  indifference  and  contempt  with 
which  despotic  masters  might  be  supposed 
to  look  upon  their  slaves.    Their  loroshipa 
might  be  assured  that  when  such  notiona 
were  once  implanted,  it  was  with  diffioultr 
that  the  state  of  confidence  and  good- will 
lyhich  was  the  guarantee  of  peace  upon  » 
broad  and  permanent  basis  could  be  re.» 
covered.   It  was  therefore  that  he  thought 
much  weight  attached  to  the  argument  of 
his  noble  friend,  for  the  employment  of 
the  military  in  prefenence  to  the  magis- 
trates, because  the  former  power  began 
and   ended  with  tbe  evil  which  it  waa 
called  forth  to  overcome,  and  when  tba^ 
acts  of  violence  had  terminated,  the  per- > 
sons  were  no  longer  in  the  view  of  those 
against  whom  they  had  acted.    They  were 
withdrawn,  and  left  the  affection  of  the 
lower  orders  to  return  towards  those  with 
whom  their  interests  must  be  connected  in  • 
^1  the  ordinary  relations  of  society.    Btit 
far  different  was  the  case  when  the  acts 
of  harsh  and  violent  power  were  commit- 
ted by  their  masters  or  neighbours ;  for 
then  the  only  secure  and  lasting  ties  of 
social  order  were  weakened,  if  not  broken, 
and  difficult  would  be  tbe  task  of  repairing 
the  lamentable  consequences.    He  there- 
fore thought  tbe  .proposal  of  his  noble 
friend  (lord  King),  to  limit  the  duration 
of  theae  measures  to  six  weeks,  de^ierving 
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of  support;  as  it  was  probable  tbati  before ' 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  House 
oould  have  more  lights  from  experience, 
and  find  means  that  would  enable  them  to 
modify  that  most  objectionable  clause, 
which  dispensed  with  the  trial  by  jury  for 
the  summary  punishment  of  offenders. 
But  perhaps  some  noble  lords  had  been 
confirmed  m  their  conviction  of  the  neces* 
sity  for  passing  one  of  these  bills,  by  the 
representation  msde  from  the  magistrates 
of  the  county  of  Limerick.  After  adver- 
ting to  the  state  of  the  countrjr,  and  the 
necessity  of  petitioning  parliament,  it 
went  on  to  say,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Insurrection  act  were  well  suited  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  time,  with  the  modifica- 
tion of  that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  punish- 
ment of  offenders— meaning  thereby,  as 
he  understood,  the  propriety  of  introducing 
into  it  a  provision  for  trial  by  jury.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  this  was 
possible ;  but  of  this  he  was  certain,  that, 
while  there  existed  among  so  many  en- 
lightened individuals,  an  opinion  that  the 
trial  by  jur^  might  be  restored;  while 
that  impression  remained  on  the  minds  of 
many  noble  lords  in  that  House,  and  of 
Biany  members  of  the  other  House  of 
parliament,  who  thought  that  this  blessing 
might  safely  be  conferred  on  the  Irish 
people,  he  should  undoubtedly  vote  for 
the  motion  which  his  noble  friend  (lord 
King)  had  said  he  would  make  in  the 
4»)mmittee ;  for  the  noble  marquis,  then, 
adverting  to  the  speech  of  lord  Liverpool, 
observed,  that  the  noble  earl  should  have 
told  them  what  remedies  could  be  admin- 
istered for  that  which  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  an  evil  that  had  its  origin  in 
the  state  of  society.  Upon  this  subject, 
he  fait  that  he  could  not  conscientiously 
vote  for  the  bill  in  question  without  decla- 
ring that  it  was  one  upon  which  their  lord- 
ships were,  more  than  ever,  bound  to  enter 
immediately  after  they  should  have  passed 
these  bills.  If  their  continuance  was  to 
afford  the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  for  the 
ilelay  of  those  great  topics  that  so  impe* 
rativel^  pressed  themselves  upon  th«ir 
lordships'  attention,  he  should  indeed  be 
betraying  his  duty,  both  as  an  English 
and  an  Irish  peer,  if  he  were  to  vote  for 
the  present  bills.  Dela^ng  ?  Good  God 
what  had  they  been  domg  all  this  time  ? 
Had  they  not  been  fatallv  delaying  for  the 
last  twenty  years  ?  If  the  advice  of  that 
great  statesman  who  presided  over  the 
affairs  of  tliis  country  at  the  time  of  the 
Irish  Union**if  the  views  which  Mr.  Pitt 
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entertained*  if  the  viewi  wMch  the  great- 
est  men  politically  opposed  to  him  equaliy 
entertained — if  the  views  of  that  great  and 
enlightened  statesman  firom  Ireland,  to 
whom  he  had  already  adverted— if  these 
views,  in  which  a  noble  lord,  now  one  of 
bis  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state 
had,  at  different  times,  concurred^  irf  the 
course  of  a  life  during  which  it  bad  been 
his  lot,  he  would  not  say  to  be  blest,  but 
to  be  curst  with  the  possession  of  power 
without  having  the  means  of  exerting  it, 
in  this  instance,  to  the  desired  effbtt ; — if 
such  views  had  been  adopted ;  if  the  nos- 
trum of  delay  had  not  found  its  way  into 
the  two  houses  of  parliament,  howdiTOrent 
might  now  have  been  the  state  of  Ireland  1 
How  much  blood  might  have  been  spiired ! 
bow  many  quarrels  averted  1  Ministera 
would  not  have  been  now  asking  for  In-* 
surrection  acts ;  but  they  would  have  felt 
that  the  Union  of  the  two  countries  was 
happily  secured  in  the  affections,  in  the 
hearts,  of  the  Irish.  But  their  lordshipa 
were  fast  advancing  to  that  period,  at 
which  they  could  not  any  longer  -  delay ; 
and  when,  whatever  might  be  the  dispo^ 
sition,  either  in  their  house,  or  elsewhere, 
to  shrink  from  such  ouestions  as  he  had 
alluded  to,  tliey  would  press  themsdves 
upon  them.  If  their  lordships  ^valued  the 
constitution— if  they  hoped  to  protect  the 
Irish  church,  which  was  alr^dy  in  immi- 
nent danger ;  if  they  wished  to  retain  the 
island,  tl^y  would  put  an  end  to  all  delay r 
and  at  once  to  face  a  question  of  this 
immense  importance.  Without  wishing 
at  all  to  make  the  present  a  party  ques- 
tion, he  would  say  that  those  men  were 
not  fit  to  hold  the  reins  of  government 
who  were  not  prepared  to  face  it,  and  to 
declare  explicitly  what  was  the  policy 
which  they  would  pursue  in  consequence, 
and  who  were  not  prepared,  in  the  next 
place,  to  act  upon  that  policy.  Whoever 
would  so  act  would  deserve  the  tkaoks  of 
the  country,  and  should  have  his  humble 
support,  but,  if -the  causes  of  the  distres- 
sing situation  of  Ireland  should  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  thorough  inquirj^, 
whatever  risk  he  might  run,  though  it 
might  be  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  property, 
he  should  hold  it  his  imjperioua  duty  to 
oppose  the  continuance  ofthose  measorea  • 
until  such  inquiry  ahoukl  be  resorted  to. 
He  hisd  a  hesrtfdt  coocem  for  die  ne- 
cessity which  compelled  him  to  vote  for 
these  bills,  which  could  only  he  re- 
moved If,  after  this  ominous  comiaeDoe* 
meat  of  the  new  govemaaent  of  Irelendi 
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memwim  of  a  more  oospiciotit,  heemut 
of  a  more  conetliatory  nature,  should  be 
tippliod. 

•  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that 
dicf  noble  niarqais  seemed  to  complain 
that  their  lordships  had  had  no  specific 
mid  detailed  reeommendation  from  the 
marquis  Wettesiey  laid  before  them,  as  to 
the  'measures  necessary  to  be  adopted. 
Now,  hedid  not  think  that  any  such  distinct 
recommendation  from  the  Crown,  or  from 
the  ministers  of  the  Crown,  was  usual  in 
similarcases*  The  recommendation  from 
the  Crown  was  usually  in  general  terms, 
that  parliament  should  consider  a  ques« 
tion;  and  he  did  not  feel  that  it  could 
be  required  of  a  minister,  like  the  marquis 
Wellesley,  dctiog  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility^ to  recommend  to  parliament  a 
specificproceedtng.Hewasread^ihoweyer, 
to  concede  to  the  noble  marquis  opposite, 
that  bis  loajesty's  ministers  might  have  laid 
before  the  House  a  dispatch  from  lord 
Wrilesley,  with  a  long  and  able  argument 
upon  the  existing  distresses  of  Ireland, 
and  the  views  which  he  took  of  them. 
One  noble  lord  seemed  to  think  it  most 
extraordinary,  that  the  marquis  Welles- 
ley,  with  all  the  powers  of  his  gifted 
mind,  should  not  have  prepared  Some 
aoch  representations  for  the  consideration 
of  parliament.  He  had  as  high  an  opinion 
of  that  noble  marquis  as  any  man;  he 
had  known  him  longer  than  most  men, 
and  was  entirely  aware  of  the  energies  of 
his  niind%  But  he  should  not  have  re- 
tained so  exalted  an  opinion  of  those 
energies,  if  the  noble  marquis,  on  his 
arrival  in  Ireland,  in  January,  before  the 
sreater  part  of  the  outrages  in  question 
had  broken  out,  had  sent  over  to  parlia- 
roent  a  long  dissertation  on  the  evils 
admitted  to  exist,  their  nature,  character, 
and  extent ;  and  should  have  so  suddenly 
matured  his  iudgment,  as  to  be  able 
to  prescribe  what  remedies  were  proper  to 
be  applied  to  them.  If  their  lordships 
would  do  the  noble  marquis  justice,  they 
must  feel  assured  that  he  would  probe 
the  evil  to  the  bottom,  before  he  would 
haoard  an  opinion  on  a  subject  of  the 
most  extensive  and  complicated  charac- 
ter, that  could  be  brought  under  the  no-' 
tiee  of  parliament.  Every  exertion  that 
the  circumstances  of  this  country  would 
admit  of  had  been  made,  to  reinforce  the 
anrmy  in  Irdbnd*  It  was  now,  indepeod- 
aotly  of  the  militia,  very  nearly  as  strong 
as  It  ever  had  been  in  that  part  of  the 
loBfdoai*     To  oppoae  force  to  force  was 
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very  welt,  when  (he  opposing  fbree  could 
bo  collected  and  brought  into  action  ; 
but  how  could  it  avail  when  the  disturbers 
were  spread  over  a  vast  district,  and  the 
disturbers  acted  only  in  smaU  and  de^ 
tached  parties?  It  was  not  force  that 
was  rehired  to  suppress  this  evil,  but 
regulation  and  police.  If  the  force  la 
Ireland  were  three  times  greater  than 
it  was,  it  CouM  not  operate  its  purpose 
without  Ihese  bills*  llie  noble  lord  ob* 
jected,  that  these  powers  might  be 
abused,  but  there  was  no  power  with 
which  man  was  entrusted  that  might  not 
be  abtised.  The  strong  ob)action  which 
he  had  made  to  the  power  being  equally 
vested  in  all  the  magistrates,  did  not  hold 
in  fact :  for  the  powers  were  not  vested 
in  all  the  magistrates,  but  only  in  those  of 
the  disturbed  districts.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  noble  baron,  that  the  kind's 
Serjeant  was  no  protection  against  the 
abuse  of  those  powers.  The  whofe  of  the 
objection  was  grounded  upon  the  proba- 
bility that  the  minds  of  the  magistrates 
would  be  prejudiced;  surely  then,  the  inter* 
vention  of  a  power  that  was  not^rejudiced^ 
must  be  a  protection.  As  to  the  charge 
of  Judge  Fletcher,  in  1814*,  which  had . 
been  referred  to,  if  that  learned  judg^ 
had  known  the  fbcts  which  he  stated  to 
be  true,  he  should  have  made  them  the 
subject  of  a  criminal  information.  Had 
the  names  of  magistrates  who  could  so 
abuse  their  powers  been  reported  to  the 
lord-diancellor  of  Ireland,  he  had  no 
doubt  they  would  have  been  struck  out  of 
the  commission.  But  it  was  a  monstrous 
blunder  in  landlords,  to  send  freehold 
tenants  to  Botany-Bay,  in  order  to  void  a 
beneficial  lease  of  lives.  The  only  object 
obtained  by  that  step  would  be,  that  if 
they  died,  there  would  be  greater  diffi- 
culty in  proving  that  the  lease  was  voided* 
This  was  truly  an  Irish  way  of  doing 
business !  As  to  the  term  of  these  bills, 
he  was  quite  satisfied,  that  if  they  voted 
them  to  the.  15th  of  March  only,  instead 
of  the  1st  of  August,  one  half  of  their 
good  effect  would  be  done  away  wHh. 
The  bill  under  discussion  was  an  enabling 
bill :  and  was  oaly  to  be  exercised  to  an  ex- 
tent commensurate  with  the  necessity  of 
the  case.  He  would  now  say  a  few  words 
on  the  concluding  passage  of  the  noble 
marquis^  speech.  It  was.  no  doubt,  of 
the  utmost  importaiice  that  tnquirjr  should 
be  entered  upon,*  and  he  thought  it  might 
be  taken  as  an  eameipt  that  the  necessary 
measures  vrodd  betaken  fortranquillizing^' 
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%bn  cowiry,  (bal  the  mnxqm  WnUtdey 
had  b^n  ajpfXHOted  to  lb«  goveromeot  of 
Jriiland.    dut  the  noble  iparquia  opposite 
§ntm9i  to  coofio^bimself  to  ooo  meafture 
i>ir  coooilintioiH  Uiat  for  relieving  the  Irish 
Celh^lics ;  biit  whether  hifl  or  the  noble 
iiHirquifi's  opinion  on  tbi»  auestioB  wm 
fighti  be    ooii«:elyed  that  Ihe  evil  had 
n  nuob  deeper  rool  in  the  state  of  aociety. 
It  was  not  no  much  in  the  lelat^t  be»- 
ureen  the  fo?emiDg  and  governed,  as  in 
ihoBoof  alaaa  politieal  character  .among 
tbeanselves*    Tinia  only  could  diange  the 
ooadiiioft  of  men  i  to  render  them  happy, 
it  was  necoasafy  to  aoieliorate  the  condi^ 
lion  of  tli«  lower  orders ;  and  he  was 
afraid,  to  iosUl  into  thees,  if  possible,  di& 
fisrent  foeUnga  from  those  which  ^eaeraliy 
avayed  them.    This  state  of  things  was 
mH  an  object  of  legislative  enactoients, 
bnt  perhaps  might  bo  amended  by  time. 
The  noUo  martjois  had  thought  proper  to 
allude  to  certam  differences  supposed  to 
eatist  between  tho  members  fermieg  his 
Msajesty's  govemo^ent,  on  the  subject  of 
what  waa  commonly  called  the  Catholic 
question  ;  and  he  had  talked  of  a  cobi*> 
pact  by  which  several  of  his  majesty's 
ministiera  were  seppos^  to  bo  bound  in 
that  respect.    He  begged  leave  to  say, 
that  no  compact  existed  among  his  ma« 
jasty's  ministers  which  could  obstruct  the 
Dree  course  of  any  measure  that  was  only 
presumed  to  have  a  beneficial  tendency, 
but  it  was  made  matter  of  charge,  that 
there  should  be  a  difference  among  minis-* 
lers  on  such  asubjeot.     And  from  whom 
did  he  hesr  that  charge  ?    From  those 
very  noble  lords  who,  when  thev  laid  be-* 
fore  Uie  Crown  their  j>lan  of  admioistra- 
tion,  in  1806,  made  it  out  from  among 
men  who  were  at  variance  amongst  thon- 
selves  on  the  self-same  subject,    Did  be 
imputo  this  as  a  matter  of  reproach  to 
those  noble  lords  ?    Far  from  it ;  for  he 
did  believe,  that  no  administration  could 
be  so  dangerous  to  the  country,  as  one 
that  was  iadissdubl^  bound  to  the  sup- 
port or  to  the  opposition  of  a  measure  so 
diflBioult   and   so  important.    This    was 
a  subject  upon  whicli  he  should  always 
speak,  in  bis  place  among  their  lordships, 
too  real  conviction  of  his  mind,  whenever 
tho  question  might  be  agitated..    If  he 
QOttld  believe  that  the  measure  of  Catho* 
lie  emancipation   was   one   that  would 
aiibrd  real  comfort  to  the  people  of  Ire«- 
land,  or  one,  of  which  the  benefit  was 
likely  to  pre|K>nderaie  over  ihe  evil^  he 
sbeuld  foeJ  neither  pride  nor  repugnance 


*in avewiogthait hie  opinion  w»t-ehanged, 
With  respect  to  tlie  Habeas  Corpos  Sosr 
pension  bill,  he  had  the  same  decided  opir 
nion  upon  it  as  the  noble  marquis  bad. 
Its  necessity  was  apparent.  This  was 
not  the  case  of  a  local  insurrection ; 
it  was  part  of  a  system  that  waa  set  iii 
motion  by  promoters  who  wfre  not  them* 
selves  in  the  field*  They  iwere  as  yet  be^ 
bind  the  curtain ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
while, they  were  trying  to  extend  their 
efforts  to  et ery  part  of  the  kingdom* 

The  House  went  into  the  committee ; 
in  which  lord  King  moved  an  amendmenti 
the  object  of  whidi  was,  to  limit  the  du- 
ration of  the  bill  from  the  1st  of  August^ 
as  at  first  proposed,  to  the  15th  of  May. 
Upon  this,  the  committee  divided :  Con- 
tents 15.  Not  Contents  5^  Th^  bill 
was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed^ 
The  Irish  Habeas  Corpus  Sufpension  bill 
went  through  the  same  stages,  afttf  lord 
Holland  bad  briefly  expressed  his  strong 
objection  to  the  passing  of  audi  a  mea* 
aure. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday 9  February  11. 
DiSTRESSSP  Stat£  o^  thb  Qo(;ii« 
TRY.]  Mr.  Broughamf  in  rising  to  bring 
before  the  House  the  present  distressed 
state  of  the  agrioultural,  and  the  other 
classes  of  the  community,  said,  be  waa 
Well  aware  that  he  had  undertaken  an 
arduous  task.  He  was  aware,  also,  that 
there  were  many  gentlemen  to  whom  it- 
could  have  been  much  better  intrusted ; 
and  if  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Essex  ^Mr.  Western)  had  not  been  pre- 
vented oy  indisposition,  although  dtfijer- 
ing  from  him  materially  in  epmion,  be 
should  hav^  been  well  satisfied  to  have 
left  it  in  bis  hands.  Between  himself  and 
maoy  others,  indeed,  with  whom  he  had 
conversed  upon  the  subject,  the  discor-. 
dance  was  so  wide,  that  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  avoid  himself  bringing  it  for- 
ward.  He  did  so  at  the  risk  of  all  disad- 
vantages, of  which  no  man  waa  more 
sensible,  but  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing consistency  with  the  opinions  he  had 
formerly  entertained  and  expressed,  and 
whioh,  God  knew,  in  sobaequent  years,: 
but  especidly  inJ816, 1817»and  lS16,had 
been  most  wefuUy  confirmed.  He  feared 
that,  in  what  he  should  say,  it  would  be 
his  misfortune  to  give  little  satisfaciioe  to 
any?  of  the  graaC  jnjteresta  of  the  empire..; 
He  burdiy  entertained  a  hope  that  ihe^ 
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li^coUural  iflterest  would  be  contented 
With  bis  Tiew  of  the  subject;  because  it 
tan  counter  to  many  of  their  most  rooted 
prepossessions ;  because  it  did  not  admit 
that  their  situation,  though  worse  than  that 
of  the  rest  of  the  commnnttjry  was  peculiar; 
because  it  did  not  adopt  the  remedies  with 
respect  to  prices,  to  which  many  had  so 
long  looked  forward;  but,  above  all,  because 
it  called  upon  them  to  resist  the  king's 
government,  and  to  stand  up  for  the  ge- 
neral relief  of  all  their  countrymen.  It 
claimed  of  them  that,  turning  neither  to 
the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left,  disregard- 
ing the  quarter  from  which  the  relief  was 
propounded,  careless  of  its  being  opposed, 
nay,  certain  of  its  being  strenuously  re- 
sisted, by  his  majesty^  ministers,  they 
would  only  look  at  it  with  an  attention  to 
its  own  merits,  with  a  regard  merely  to 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  do  their  duty 
kt  len^h,  to  obtain  relief  for  their 
deeply-injured  country.  It  called  upon 
some  of  them  to  retrace  their  steps ;  but 
it  did  not  require  any  man  to  be  guilty  of 
what  could  strictly  be  termed  incon- 
iiscency;  inasmuch  as  the  consequences 
of  that  policy  of  which  they  had  been 
Che  patrons,  and  some  of  them  the  pro- 
moters, and  without  whose  assistance  it 
probably  could  never  have  been  carried 
the  fatal  length  to  which  it  had  proceeded, 
were  never  foreseen  by  them.  It  called 
i^pon  them  to  reconsider  that  policy ;  but, 
under  circumstances  so  different  from 
those  under  which  it  was  first  adopted, 
(hat  a  wise  man,  who  might  at  first  sight 
appear  to  be  inconsistent,  would,  on  a 
tnorough  examination,  be  found  to  have 
6nly  profited  by  experience  —  tardily, 
perhaps,  because  experience  was  a  slow' 
mistress  even  with  the  most  willing 
pupils ;  but,  certainly,  because  the  firm- 
ness of  conviction  was  in  proportion  to 
the  difficulty  of  acquirement.  It  called 
tlpon  some,  therefore,  to  show  that  they 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  lessons  of 
time,  and  of  events,  and  to  act  as  wisdom 
prescribed ;  but,  if  the  inconsistency  were 
ten-fold  greater — if  it  amounted  even  to 
the  fair  and  explicit  acknowledgment  of 
an  error— manliness  would  warrant  what 
true  wisdom  now  demanded. 

One  word  as  to  the  time  at  which  this 
subject  was  brought  forward*  If  it  w6re 
fltked,  why  he  had  not  waited  Until  mi- 
ninerg  bad  proposed  their  scheme  of  re- 
lief, the  questidn  at  the  first  view  appeared 
to  be  reasonable :  perhaps  he  might  have 
found  some  difficulty' in  aoKwering  it,  but 
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for  what  passed  on  the  first  night  of  the 
session ;  but  for  the  foretaste  of  tbeproj^ 
but  for  the  opening  of  the  pHnclples,  and 
the  anticipation  of  the  coming  sweets,  of 
the  plan  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche^ 
quer.  Had  not  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
given  reason  to  expect,  rather  a  budget 
of  new  taxes,  than  a  reduction  of  the 
old  ones — had  he  not  maintained,  that  to 
remove  any  of  the  exifiting  burdens,  in- 
stead of  operating  a  relief,  would  be  an 
Aggravation  of  the  evil,  something  might 
have  been  hoped  even  from  hltA,  But 
what  could  be  expected  of  a  finance  mi- 
nister, impregnated  with  the  doctrine,  that 
ruin  would  follow  the  removal  of  those 
taxes  which  all  cfasses  fearlessly  pro- 
nounced unnecessary  ?  t'erhaps  he  might 
be  reminded  from  the  opposite  bench,  of 
what  passed  on  the  third  ni^t  of  the 
session,  when  a  lame  explanation  was  at- 
tempted of  what  occurred  on  the  first. 
When,  however,  a  man  had  heard  with 
bis  own  ears,  it  was  both  wise  and  safe  to 
trust  to  them.  What  was  reported  by 
another  might  be  mistaken  or  misrepre* 
sented ;  but  he  had  himself,  fortunately^ 
beard  the  chancellor  6f  the  exchequer ; 
and  recently  af^er  the  avowal  he  had  seen 
him  attain  and  again  attacked  for  it, 
taunted  by  some,  ridiculed  by  others, 
inveighed  against  b^  all,  yet  without  any 
endeavour  to  explain  or  amend;  nay,  one 
of  the  staunchest  friends  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  gone  so  ftr  as  to 
assert,  that  the  doctrine  thus  unequivo- 
cally avowed  would  be  the  foundation  of 
his  vote  against  ministers.  Who,  then, 
could  point  out  a  safer  or  a  better  rule  of 
conduct,  than  to  believe  that  this  doctrine 
was  at  the  time  sincerely  entertained? 
And  it  was  not  because  a  secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  an  underling  of  office,  eight 
and  forty  hours  ailerwards  had  been  per- 
suaded to  eat  up  again  what  the  cnan^ 
c^or  of  the  exchequer  had  discharged, 
that  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  be  persuaded  to 
g[ive  credit  to  the  after-thought.  If  thtf 
right  hon.  gentlentian  had  not  intended  to 
be  the  patron  of  taxation^f  he  did  not 
really  mean  to  assert  that  the  repeal  of 
ta^es  would  aggravate  the  evil— }f,  indeed. 
He  had  been  misapprehended  and  roisre- 
preseifted  itl  the  warmth  of  debate,  why 
had  he  left  the  Statement  of  Che  error  to 
aW  inf^for  methber  of  the  goVe^hmeht  T 
Why  did  hd  not  himself,'  |f  hot  at  the  in- 
stant, at  least  afterwards,,  contradict  it^ 
and  not  allow  an  irresponsible  coadjutor, 
tf  secretary  of  the  Treasury,  wbo  was  not 
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n  ^tbjnet  ninkter,  come  dowQ  oa  »  tub* 
sequent  day  to  declare  that  bis  right  boo* 
friend  had  beep  grievously  misunderstood  ? 
Even  to  this  bour|  to  the  sixth  day  after 
the  strange  doctrine  had  been  propounded, 
there  was  nothing  but  the  word  of  the 
secretary  for  th^  Treasury  in  opposition 
to  the  hearing  of,  every  member  In  the 
bouse,  to  show  that  there  had  been  any 
mistake  or  misconception  at  all*  If  the 
disavowal  were  true,  why  had  it  not  come 
from  the  only  quarter  which  could  pro- 
perly disavow  the  assertion  —  that  to 
lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people  would 
be  a  public  evil  i  He  had  a  shrewd  sus- 
picion that  this  doctrine,  though  in  words 
It  might  be  a  little  qualified,  would  be 
found  hereafter  to  pervade  the  whole  of 
the  budget;  and  he  could  not  help  look* 
ing  forward  to  the  decided  interference 
of  the  House,  as  the  only  chance,  •  the 
only  hope  of  the  country,  to  prevent  that 
doctrine  from  bein^  earned  into  full  effect, 
and  shining  forth  m  all  its  glory  in  the 
measures  of  administration*  When,  drawn 
aside  by  the  recollection  of  this  singular 
declaration,  he  had  been  about  to  observe, 
that  the  question  why  he  did  not  wait  for 
Che  proposition  of  the  ministers,  would 
have  been  more  difficult  to  answer,  if  he 
had  himself  had  any  scheme  or  plan  to 
propound—if  he  had  had  to  sug^^est  the 
employment  of  any  mass  of  machmery  of 
much  detail  and  minuteness,  of  complex 
operation  and  contrivance— if  he  had  had 
any  thing  distinct  and  positive ;  in  short, 
anything  like  a  remedy  or  nostrum  fcall  it 
what  they  pleased^  to  oppose  to  tne  ex- 
isting system,  ana  to  obtain  from  the 
House  the  recognition  of  a  principle,  the 
following  up  of  which  he  might  hold  ne- 
cessary to  the'  safety  and  well-being  of 
the  state.  If  the  project  on  the  other 
side  were  intended  to  proceed  on  the 
principle  which  he  called  upon  the  House 
to  confirm— that  of  reducing  taxation- 
no  harm  could  possibly  be  done  by  the 
course  he  was  pursuing :  on  the  contrary, 
the  riff ht  bom  gentlemen  opposite  would 
be  able  to  carry  into  execution  their  plan 
of  diminishing  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
under  the  authority  of  the  House  itself. 
But  if  there  scheme  was  established  on 
that  mischievous  and  absurd  notion*  that 
reduction  of  taxation  afforded  no  prospect 
of  relief,  the  sooner  the  House  came  to 
the  resolution  to  defeat  such  a  project, 
and  to  sanction  the  sounder  principle,  the 
better  it  would  be  for  the  nation  at  large* 
Either  way»  no  injury  cpuld  result ;  aod. 


in  the  latter  esse,  mudi  good  might  be 
the  consequence,  if  it  only  prevented  mi- 
nisters from  consuming  xhe  next  three  or 
four  days  in  making  out  financial  state* 
m^ts,  to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  but 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  situation  and 
prospects  of  the  country. 

Having  said  thus  much  by  way  of  pre- 
face, he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  what  lie  considered  the  real 
situation  of  the  kingdom.  And  here  it 
would  be  quite  tmneoessary  to  waste  time 
in  commenting  on  the  vast  amount  of  the 
distresses  of  the  country:  it  would  be 
superfluous  to  describe  the  pressure  upon 
the  various  districts — to  prove  the  wide 
extent  of  public  suffering  and  calamity, 
or  to  show  how  heavily,  though  not  by 
any  means  exclusitrely,  it  pressed  upon 
agriculture.  He  wished  merelv  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  on  this  psrt  of 
the  subject,  because  he  hoped  thereby  to  - 
remove  a  prevailing  error.  All  men  ad- 
mitted the  great  amount  of  distress.  The 
noble  marquis  had  not  denied  it,  nor  could 
he  very  consistently  do  so ;  seeing  that  it 
had  been  most  properly  allowed,  and 
lamented  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne. 
Some  persons,  nevertheless,  (and  that  was 
the  first  mistake)  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  distresses  were  of  a  locsu,  not  of  a 
general  nature;  and  others  thought  that 
Uiey  were  confined  to  a  particular  class— 
the  farming  interest.  Now,  be  had  taken 
considerable  pains  to  ascertain  the  true 
condition  of  all  parts  of  the  empire ;  and, 
speaking  of  England,  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  some  districts  of  the  north  (he  did 
not  say  the  north  generally)  were  suffering 
less  than  the  kingdom  at  large.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  this  more  favourable 
state  of  things  was  confined  to  portions 
of  Yorkshire  (especially  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  manufacturing  districts),  and  to 
the  more  northerly  divisions  of  the  king- 
dom in  an  eastern*  direction,  such  as  Dur- 
ham and  Northumberland.  The  crops  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  from  the  nature 
of  tne  climate,  and  other  local  causes* 
were  sometimes  not  so  well  got  in  as  they 
were  in  other  districts  of  the  kingdom 
which  tended  to  keep  up  the  price;  but» 
on  the  other  band,  when  the  crop  there 
was  supposed  to  be  extremely  abu^daott 
and  exceedingly  well  got  in,  it  tended  to 
produce  a  counteracting  e%ct,  and  the 
prices  were  reduced.  With  this  ver v  ui« 
fling  exception,  he  would  undertake  to 
say,  that  nothine  could  be  more  fallacioua» 
than  the  idea  which  bad  fastened  on  some 
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i|iiea*ft  mhidfi  that  the  distress  was  not 
general ;  and  that  the  distress,  ia  many 
parts  of  the  countryi  was  not  severe, 
nay,  terrible.  Those  persons  supposed 
tJie  distress  to  be  confined  to  the  agricul- 
tural counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  Norfolk, 
mod  Suffolk ;  and  certainly,  if  he  had  not 
beard  such  an  opinion  promulgated,  he 
would  not  have  believed  that  any  human 
being  could  have  ventured  on  so  extraor- 
dinary an  assertion.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  distress,  the  causes  of  which  he  would 
presently  point  out,  was  general.  There 
was  another  set  of  persons  who  adopted 
^n  opinion  equally  erroneous :  he  alluded 
%n  those  who  contended  that  the  existing 
distress  was  peculiarly  confined  to  the 
agricultural  interesl.  For  bis  own  part, 
be  confessed  his  utter  inability  to  believe 
that  to  be  the  fact.  That  a  little  pressure, 
a  passing  or  trifling  distress,  might  afiect 
tbe  laiMed  interest,  unconnected  with 
^oj  other  class  of  the  community,  was  so 
clMr  and  plain  a  proposition,  that  he  need 
not  step  to  prove  it ;  hut  that  a  long  and 
serious  course  of  distress  should  continue 
to  efiect  exclusively,  on^  body  of  the 
people,  and  that  that  distress  should  not 
iH)ly  be  of  loAg  duration,  but  that  it  should 
appear  to  be  progressively  increasing,  was 
what  experience  did  not  authorize  any 
person  to  believe.  The  distress  in  1816, 
v«a  jmttj  nearly  the  same  as  was  now 
^escribed;  but  it  was  impossible  that 
aucb  distress  shouid  endure  for  six  years — 
that  iu  weight  and  pressure  should  be  se- 
vere on  tbe  agriculturists— without  affect* 
iagy  moat  decidedly,  every  other  class  of 
people  In  tbe  country,  ft  originally  bore 
bard  no  the  growers  of  com,  but  now  it 
aSected  all  those  who  were  in  any  way 
ceooected  with  the  soil.  Tbe  fact  be  be- 
lieved t^be,  tbat  the  pressure  at  the  pre- 
Hent  flciQment  was  felt  more  by  the  stock 
Iban  by  the  agricultural  &rmer.  Now, 
l^at  4istress  of  so  severe  a  nature  end  of 
Sttcb  loi^  duration,  as  that  bv  which  the 
fivmar  Jiad  been  visited*  should  not  in  its 
efeot  seosiUy  touch  every  other  branch 
of  t^a^cpmauwity,  was  a  proposition  which 
be  li^y  declared  his  inability  to  com- 
psf^ndU  It  was  so  rnach  beyond  pos^ 
IMbklity-f^so  far  j^moved  beyond  the  reach 
€f  reason-v-thet  he  must  express  bis  de- 
cideddenial  ef  it.  The  contrary  of  such 
a  preposition  was  sp  d^ar  and  evident,  that, 
)himwrer  an  io^rovedi  or  a  supposed  iior 
prove^  aUte  of  tbe  revenue,  might  he 
fOfjiei  IWW'H  his  view  pf  the  subject, 
1^  tlMsatat^^t  of  the  national  resources 
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had  no  more  effect  in  altering  his  opinion, 
than  if  no  such  figures  had  ever  been 
brought  forward.  K  any  one  large  branch 
of  the  community  suffered  by  the  pressure 
of  the  times,  it  wss  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, arising  from  the  intermixture  of 
ail  parts  of  society,  that  other  classes 
must  also  be  injured :  but  what  must  be 
tbe  effect,,  when  the  body  which  most 
complained  of  distress— when  that  class 
of  the  community  which  suffered  so  gene- 
rally, and  for  so  very  protracted  a  period, 
comprised  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
whole  of  those  persons  who  were  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil?  Was  it 
possible^  when  this  was  the  case,  that  the 
oome  market  should  not  be  greatly  con- 
tracted bv  a  distress  so  general?  The 
fac(  could  not  be  doubted ;  and  to  coun- 
teract tbat  depreciation,  little  in  his  opi- 
nion, would  be  effected  hy  opening  the 
sources  of  foreign  trade.  He  was  aware 
that  foreign  commerce  presented  many 
powerful  stimulants  to  exertion  and  in- 
dustry. He  would  not  go  over  these,  be- 
cause he  was  convinced  tbat,  afler  all,  it 
was  the  internal  market  for  its  manufac- 
tures which  was  of  most  importance  to  ' 
this  country;  and,  to  tell  him  tbat  tlia 
home  marlcet  could  he  in  a  flourishing 
state  when  the  chief '  customers  of  the 
manufacturer  were  ruined,  was  to  assert  a 
proposition  which,  on  the  first  view,  pre- 
sented a  contradiction  in  terms.  He  was 
convinced  of  the  Justice  of  this  remark 
by  information  which  he  had  recently  re- 
ceived from  «>me  of  the  manufacturing 
districts.  Those  who  afforded  him  that  in- 
formation did  not,  indeed,  state,  that  the 
manufacturing  interest  was  so  badly 
off  as  might  be  supposed;  but  they 
complaineci,  that  the  demand  of  the 
agricultural  interest  for  their  commo- 
dities was  very  much  contracted  ;  and 
they  farther  stated,  that  the  profits  gene- 
rally received  on  manufactures,  and  on  the 
stock  employed  by  such  manufacturers  and 
traders,  as  had  turned  their  attention  to 
the  foreign  market,  were  very  much  re- 
duced indeed ;  that  they  Jiad  fallen  greatly 
below  tbe  amount  which  characterised  a 
period  even  of  moderate  prosperity. 
There  had,  very  recently,  been  a  meeting 
of  the  iron-masters  and  manufacturers  of 
Birmingham  and  its  ne|ghbourhood|  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  what  steps  it 
would  be  proper  to  adopt  with  reference 
to  their  greaUy-dinrinisned  profits.  The 
gains  of  the  best  of  them  bad  been  ex- 
tf^ely  scanty,  and  mapy  of  them  had 
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]6st  considerably.  Tlieir  balances  for  the 
last  Christmas  appeared  to  be  about  six 
per  cent,  less  than  they  were  at  the 
Christmas  preceding.  They  turned  their 
attention  seriously  to  their  situation,  and 
the  expedient  first  proposed  was,  to  con- 
tract the  extent  of  production;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  lessen  the  quantity  of 
goods  manufactured,  so  as  to  bring  it  on 
d  level  with  the  demand  ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  give  up  a  confiiderable  propottion 
of  their  furnaces.  This,  in  effect,  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  lopping  off  and 
.  annihilating  a  large  proportion  of  the 
iron-trade.  The  resolution  was  not,  how- 
ever, agreed  to.  The  parties  interested 
were  anxious  not  to  reduce  the  trade : 
they  wished,  if  possible,  to  carry  on  the 
manufacture  as  they  had  heretofore  done. 
But  the  resolution  they  ultimately  came  to 
was,  to  reduce  very  considerably  the  wages 
of  their  workmen.  He  only  mentioned  this, 
as  one  instance  amongst  many,  to  show 
that  distress  pervaded  every  class  of  the 
community.  He  introduced  it  rather  as 
an  example,  than  as  a  proof,  of  this  fact 
— 'that  if  the  agricultural  interest  was 
fiuflbring,  as  be  knew  it  was,  and  had  been, 
it  was  quite  impossible  that  all  other 
branches  of  society  must  not  sufferlike- 
wise. 

Seeing,  then,  that  this  overwhelming 
distress  pressed  more  or  less  on  all  classes 
of  the  community,  they  were  led  to  ask, 
what  it  was  the  government  had  been  doing, 
during  the  last  twenty  or  five  and  twenty 
years,  which  Imd  produced  such  a  result  f 
The  House  would  perceive,  in  what  he 
was  about  to  offer,  that  he  was  not  enter- 
ing into  any  thing  like  a  minute  detail 
with  respect  to  their  financial  or  commer- 
cial policy  during  that  period.  But  there 
were  certain  broad  and  undeniable  facts, 
plain  matters  that  could  not  be  contro- 
verted, much  less  overturned,  and  which 
clearly  proved  what  they  had  been  doing 
during  the  period  he  had  mentioned*  To 
these  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  in  a  fair  and  correct  statement, 
whatever  offence  it  might  give  to  those 
who  were  intimately  connected  with  the 
transactions  which  had  placed  the  country 
>n  its  present  situation.  He  held  it  to  be 
perfectly  true,  that  no  man,  or  set  of  men, 
cduld,  with  a  just  view  of  the  finances  of 
the  empire,  with  a  proper  regard  for  its 
general  revenue,  its  prosperity,  its  wealth, 
and  above  all',  for  the  revenue  of  Indivi- 
duals, which  was  the  only  solid  and  safe 
foundation  on  which  the  revenue  of  the 


state  could  be  built— he  felt  it  to  be  a 
complete  truism,  that  no  man,  taking  • 
correct  view  of  these  different  points, 
could  think  of  persisting  with  impunity  in 
the  course  which  government  had  pursued 
for  many  years.  He  would  only  take 
three  years ;  and  these  he  did  not  select 
as  a  sample  of  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  country;  but  he  would  take  those 
three  years  as  the  period  during  which 
the  system  to  which  bo  much  mischief 
had  been  justly  ascribed  had  been  raised 
to  its  utmost  height.  The  years  he  alluded 
to  were  1813,  1814,  and  1815.  The  ex- 
penditure of  those  three  years  was,  on  an 
average,  132,000,000/.  a  year.  In  this 
sum  he  included  the  expense  of  managing 
and  collecting  the  revenue,  amounting  to 
somewhere  between  four  and  five  millions 
a  year.  He  included  that  sum,  because 
they  would  take  a  narrow  and  inadequate 
view  of  the  expenditure  of  the  country  if 
it  was  omitted.  It  was  money  levied  on 
the  people  for  the  service  of  the  slate. 
It  was  expensive  to  the  subject  as  a 
matter  of  money ;  it  was  expensive  to  the 
constitution  in  point  of  fight.  It  bad, 
in  fact,  every  quality  of  revenue,  whether 
considered  in  a  financial  or  constitutional . 
point  of  view:  and,  therefore,  in  stating 
the  expenditure,  it  ought  not  to  be  passed 
over.  During  those  three  years,  then, 
the  annual  average  expenditure  was 
132,000,000/. ;  and  if  they  added  to  that 
sum  the  parish  and  county  rates,  which 
averaged  8,000,000/.  per  annum,  they 
had  a  total  of  140,000,000/.  yearly,  for  no 
less  a  period  than  three  years.  That  sum 
was  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people 
— how  equally  he  would  hereafter  explain 
—by  taxes,  which  applied  to  those  who 
possessed  income,  and  by  the  operation 
of  loans  on  those  who  had  accumulated 
property.  How  was  that  immense  sum 
spent?  In  describing  the  manner  In 
which  it  was  expended,  he  would  not,  in 
the  first  instance,  use  a  harsh  or  disagree- 
able epithet.  He  would  not  speak  of  the 
disbursement  of  the  public  money  in  the 
way  it  deserved,  until  he  had  shown,  by 
a  reference  to  the  opinion  of  a  committee 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  ministers 
themselves,  what  epithet  was  fairly  due  to 
it.  The  average  expenditure  of  those 
three  years  was  140,000,000/.,  wrung 
firom  the  income  or  the  savings  of  the 
people;  and  in  one  of  those  years, 
1814,  the  almost  inconceivable  «um  of 
1 45,000,000/.  (all  items  Included^  waa 
dtsbursed.    The   expenditure,  exxSusiva 
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of  the  interest  and  charge  of  the  debt, 
amounted  on  an  average  to  83,000,000/.  a 
year  (during  those  three  years )»  and  the 
average  revenue  during  the  same  period 
was  84y000,000^.    a   year;    being    one 
million  over  and  above  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditare.    So  provident  was  the  system, 
90  proaperou^  the  affiurs  of  the  country, 
90  natural  the  situation  of  the  empire,  in 
a  financial  point  of  view,  that  ministers 
were    content   to   expend  83,000,000/., 
leaving  onlv  1,000,000/.  to  provide  for 
60,000,000^  more  which  they  were  ob- 
liged to  borrow;    the  average  revenue 
bemg    only  1,000,000/.  more    than  the 
sum  laid  oot.    Now,  if  a  man  in  private 
life,  havin|;  an  income  of  10,000/.  a  year, 
w«it  on  increasing  his  expenditure  till 
the  interest  of  the  debt  which  he  incurred 
amounted  to  5,000/.  per  annum  ;   and  if 
he  still  continued  to  spend  the  sum  which 
should  be  employed  in  liquidating  that 
interest,  so  that  he  was  compelled  every 
quarter   to  borrow  money  to  meet  his 
creditor,  that  individual  would   be  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  situation  in  which  the 
country  was   placed   at   the  period   he 
mentioned.    The  epithet  which  would  be 
applied  to  a  per«on  who  so  managed  his 
afiaira  he  would  not  repeat,  because  be 
did  not  wish  to  utter  any  expression  that 
might  be  offensive  to  the  House ;  but,  as 
the  more  delicate  and  decorous  mode  of 
proceeding,  he  would  call  on  gentlemen 
to  consider  what  they  would  think  of  a 
man  who  went  on  in  the  manner  he  had 
stated.    Let  them  figure  to  themselves  an 
individual  giving  such  a  statement  of  his 
affairs  as  he  had  pointed  out,  whether  he 
was  a  trader,  a  manufacturer,  or  a  farmer; 
let  them  reflect  on  the  terms  they  would 
use  in  speaking  of  such  a  person,  and  he 
was  convinced  that  they  would  see  the 
propriety  of  applying  terms  of  a  similar 
nature    to  the   management  of  the   re- 
aourccf  €^  this  country  at  the  period  he 
had  specified.    He  was  unwilling  to  Snefik 
of  the  care  and  attention  with  which  those 
enorrooiM  sums  were  spent.    Having  seen 
upwarda  of  400,000,000/.    expended  in 
three  years^having  seen,  in  those  three 
^ears,  250,000,000».  of  revenue  laid  out, 
independent  of  loans— having  witnessed 
the  expenditure   by  the  government  of 
immense  sums  extracted  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  sums  of  such  magnitude  as 
staggered    one's   credulity,   and  almost 
turned  one's  head  to  contemplate,  he  felt 
moat  unwiUing,  in  his  own  person,  to  de- 
cjarej  wlietfaer  it  was  a  wasteful  expendi- 


ture, or  one  of  a  wise  and  prudent  elm- 
racter.  He  would  much  rather  state, 
from  higher  and  graver  authority,  in  what 
point  of  view  that  enormous  expenditure 
had  been  considered  ;  and,  with  that  ob- 
ject, he  would  call  the  attention  of  tlie- 
House  to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  1817.  He  would  rely  on  the 
judgment  of  that  committee,  whose  opi- 
nion, with  respect  to  the  national  expen- 
diture,  he  would  now  take  the  liberty  to 
state.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the 
committee  was  not  chosen  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  ministers— that  it  was  not  select- 
ed from  amongst  those  who  were  ac- 
customed to  dissent  from  their  mea- 
sures, or  to  thwart  their  views;  but 
that  the  far  greater  proportion  of  its 
members  were  connected  with  the  right, 
hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  , 
and  nominsted  by  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site. There  were  undoubtedly  some 
independent  and  irapariiai  individuals  on 
that  committee ;  but,  for  the  moi»t  part, 
it  was  composed  of  gentlemen  who  must 
have  been  most  willing  hearers  of  amy  de- 
fence which  could  be  set  up,  in  support 
of  the  system  of  extraordinary  expendi- 
ture, and  who  were  acting  .in  office  with 
those  by  whom  that  system  of  expendi- 
ture had  been  commenced.  Their  con- 
duct in  coming  to  the  report  which  hsd 
been  laid  before  the  House  was  not  that 
of  admission,  but  of  absolute  confession. 
The  report  was  the  confession  of  those 
who  were  most  intimately  connected  with 
the  parties  whose  proceedings  they  were 
sifting  and  investigating;  and  many  of 
the  persons  who  agreed  in  that  report 
were  themselves  parties  to  what  had  pre- 
viously been  done  by  ministers. 

He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with 
many  extracts  from  the  report  of  that 
committe,  but  he  cntrested  their  attention 
to  the  character  which  was  given  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try were  applied  at  the  period  to  which  he 
had  alluded.  Under  the  head  of  <«  extra- 
ordinaries"  the  following  passages  would 
be  found: — <*  Your  committee  learn, 
that  works,  buildings,  extensions,  and  re- 
pairs, have  been  undertaken  and  executed, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  a  manner  little 
checked  or  protected  against  profusion 
and  waste ;  in  many  cases,  without  any  es- 
timate or  general  plan,  and  sometimes  ex- 
tended, according  to  the  sutemcnt  of  an 
officer  of  the  Ordnance  who  attended  the. 
committee,  •  as  views  opened  during  the 
progress  of  the  work/  "    This  was  indeed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CSij    HODS£  OF  COMMONS,  Mr.  Brougham 9  Maikm  0H4he  [JSt 


a  fiiHIifal  and  accurate  repretentatSon  of 
a  wife»  ecofioniicaU  and  careful  exf>en^ 
diture  I   No  check — no  protection  againsl 
profUtion   and    waste— no    estimate    or 
general  plan— but  the  expense  left  to  ad- 
just itself  to  the  opening  views  of  those 
who  conducted  the  works !    ParUamentf 
which  should  be  accountable  for  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  was  not 
consulted  on  the  matter.  No,  the  expense 
was  left  to  adjttsuitself  to  **  the  opening 
views"  which  might,  fVom  time  to  tts&ei 
dawn  on  the  minds  of  those  whose  emolu- 
ments became  greater  tn  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  sdms  expended.    The 
report  went  on  to  state— <*  The  lines  at 
Chatham  commenced  under  an  expecta- 
tion of  their    requiring  no    more  tlmn 
30,000/.,    Plyroouth^lines^    Spike-island, 
and  the  depdt  at  Weedon-beck,  may  l>e 
taken  as  examples,  with  the  addition  of 
Gibraltar,   in  the  foreign    department.*' 
There  was  in  the  passage  which  he  was 
now  about  to  read,  more  sound  and  valu- 
able wisdom,  more  accurate  knowledge, 
the  fruit  of  experience,  a  more  awful  warn- 
ing to  thst  House,  ttian  a  man  would  be 
able  to  impart,  if  he  spoke  for  half  a  cen- 
tury, although  he  were  armed  with  the 
powers  of  an  angeU    Here  they  had  the 
friends  of  ministers,  the  accomplices  in 
their  extravagant  expenditure,  after  duly 
investigating  the  subject,  coming  forward 
with  their  eyes  open,  and  stigmatising,  in 
the  strongest  terms,  the  course  which  they 
themselves  had  previously  pursued.   This 
was  their  own  confession;  tlm  wae  their 
own  declaration,  the  offspring  of  melan- 
choly experience.    It  spoke  iMit  one  Ian* 
guage — it  said,  most  emphatically,  "  Be- 
ware of  the  course  which  you  have  here- 
tofore pursued.**    <<  If  (continued  the  re- 
port) •<  the  whole  sum  required  for  theM 
crcat  works,  or  even  for  any  one  of  them, 
had  been  at  once  submitted  to  the  House, 
by  regular  estimate,   there  would  have 
been  an  opportunit3r  of  considering  the 
propriety  <nundertsking  them,  andotmak- 
mg  previous  inquiries  witk  regard  to  three 
essentia]  points :— 1st,  As  to  the  security 
er  meaas  of  defence  intended  to  be  ob- 
Uined«"  That  was,  to  inquire  wbetber  due 
least  benefit  was  likely  to  rcauh  fk'om  the 
erection  of  such  woru.    **  Sndly,  As  to 
the  protmbility  of  the  worics  in  question  ef- 
fecting such  security  or  means  of  defence." 
Here  were  two  most  material  points  for 
consideration:    first,    whether  anv  such 
works  should  be  allowed;  and,  next,  if 
works  were  deemed  oeoessary,  wbetW 


those  reoommeoded  were  of  tbai  spcdfie 
kind  which  were  calculated  to  ensure  the 
security  contemplated.    The  third  paint 
which  the  report  stated  woidd  be  gained 
by  the  production  of  regular   esdmaliay 
was  an  opportunity  of  instituting  onin^ 
quiry  "  as  to  the  value  of  the  objects  to 
be  acco»(^lied  by  these  srorksi  cei»* 
pared  with  the  amount  of  the  soms  re*' 
quired  fbr  tii^r  eompletiea ;  taking  inta 
consideration  the  probability  of  thenr  being 
brought  into  use,  in  consequence  of  any 
operations  of  an  enemy."    The  report 
next  stated,  that  **  the  irregular  nsooe  of 
proceeding,  which    unfortunately    jpre* 
vailed  during  the  time  when  all  of  these 
great  works  were  begun,  has  had  the  effiwt 
of  keeping  the  House  in  total  ignorance 
as  to  the  ultimate  charge  for  any  oneef 
them;  and  in  the  Ordnance-office  itself 
there  appears  to  have  been  no  sufficient 
document  for  taking  a  comprehensive  new 
of  the  whole  plan,  with  a  detailed  esti<> 
mate  annexed.      The  report  in  the  next 
place,  set  forth,  that  9^029,333/.  had  been 
expended    in    this   irregular  and   unsa- 
tisfactory manner ;  **  whUe  the  utility  of 
these  vast  works  was  never  put  to  the 
proof  in  the  various  chances  of  the  late- 
war.''    And  it  farther  stated,  «  that  the 
committee  should  look  at  an  inquiry  of  thia 
nature  with  much  greater  anxiety,  if  they 
could  conceive  that  the  defence  of  tlie 
united  kingdom  either  ought  to  reat,  or 
was  ever  likely  to  depend,  nsateriall y  upon 
fortresses  and  garrisons.  A  powerful  fleet, 
and  an  unconquerable  spirit  pervading  a 
numerous  pofMilation,  with  the  means  of 
arming  and  training  whatever  proportion 
of  that  number  may  be  required  fbr  any 
emergency,  aflbrd  better  security  against 
foreign  invasion,  than  can  be  derhred  from 
thelnrost  perfect  system  of  4iaeaand  towen, 
which  could  be  applied  to  everv  part  of 
our  extensive  coast."     Now,  the  pUnn 
English  of  this  was,  that  the  works  in 
q^pstion  had  proceeedcd   on   a  totally 
wrong   principle— diat  no   such    works* 
ouffht,  in  fkct,  to  have  been  atteropteiU^ 
and  that,  if  secdrity  were  at  all  to  be  e^ 
tained  from  defences  tft  Ms  kind,  the 
works  which  cost  the  goMie  such  an  iaa-, 
mense  sum  were  not  aattcEent  fbr  that  pur- 
pose.   The  phm  waa  bad,  but  die  execu- 
tion waasomnchwerse»  tbatif  any  good 
could  possibly  be  derived  from  the  former, 
the  latter  efieomdiy  prevented  it.    Sush 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  eoannitteet 
and  the  evident  nDPeaoing  of  the  passages 
he  had  read  woa  thia~««  That  if  yoa^  410 
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HouM  of  Gominoosy  had  refined  tuppUee, 
until  the  estimates  were  laid  before  ^ou— - 
if  you  bad  coDsidered  the  necessity  of 
erectiiig  such  works  before  you  voted 
away  the  mooej  of  your  impoverished  con* 
«titiieiits««-*if  you  had  taken.those  fair  pre* 
oauliooa  which  men  of  common  honesty 
would  have  adopted-^^oee  works  never 
would  have  be^  attempted— this  mon- 
strous evil  would  not  have  existed— 4ho8e 
millioosy  wrung  from  the  industry  of  the 
people*  would  not  have  been  uselessly 
squandered  i"  (br  he  would  now  use  that 
expression,  on  the  authority  of  the  Finance 
eomtaitlee.  In  the  three  yeari»  theui 
1813»  1814»  and  1815,  the  average  anaount 
of  revenue  was  6^fi60fiQ(d.  yearly,  &nd» 
the  county  and  parish«taxea  being  taken 
into  the  account^  the  sum  annually  raised 
was  92,000,000^;  forming  a  totals  in 
those  three  years  exclusive  of  county  and 
parish-taxes,  and  of  loans,  of  252^000,000/. 
and,  including  these,  of  276,000,000/.  a 
3rear,  which  irere  extracted  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

These  Simis  umost  defied  imagination ; 
but,  a  oomparison  with  the  expenditure 
of  former  periods  would  teaob  the  House 
to  estiinaie  thetf  extessivie-  magnitude. 
When  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  the  sink- 
ing fund,  the  national  debt  was,  if  be  re^^ 
collected  rightly,  238,000,000/.  Now, 
here  they  bad  an  expenditnre,  in  two  of 
Um  three  years  be  had  mentioned,  so  ex* 
tensivOf  so  vast^  that  it  would  have  been 
•efficient  to  pay  off  the  wbole  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  as  it  stood  at  the  com* 
mevcement  of  the  French  war,  as  well  as 
to  defray  all  the  expenses  incidental  to 
tbe  government  of  the  country.  Peace 
bad  now  arrived,  but  unhappily  without 
bringing  in  its  train  the  blessings  which 
were  usually  its  attendants.  It  was  cos- 
tOQWry,  after  a  country  bad  been  drained 
of  its  resources*— after  Such  an  inordinate, 
suob  ae  onoeoessary  expenditure,  as  bad 
placed  its  e&irs  in  a  lamentable  state  of 
ooulusion,  as  had  deranged,  in  au  aUirm- 
iag  degree  its  oropeity  /aud  here  lie 
ipoke  not  to  te  aiseratioo  or  tbe  currency, 
a  large  cbapSer  to  wbioh  be  would  come 
mamitly)--Ha  derungenicnt,  which  tbe 
iNHe  expenditure  of  so  asuch  money,  rais« 
ed  by  loan  or  by  taxalion*  vim  sufficient 
to  have  produosd— it  was  undoubtedly 
expected,  when,  after  such  a  Aruggk, 
war  bad  ceased  aod  peace  was  restored, 
that  neaaores  sbould  be  taken  to  dioi^ 
nsb  tiMimnbena  of  the  people.  When 
ibey«Mpaia«dtbe-a^jeoty  ibqriiMSil  be 


solarised  to  see  bow  very  little  bad  been 
done  for  the  purpose  of  cfiminishiog  those 
burthens.  He  would  now  leave  out  of 
his  calculation  all  reference  to  the  altera* 
tion  in  the  currency.  He  would  suppose 
tbat  it  had  remained  stationary  from  1792 
to  the  present  time.  Now  the  whole  ex* 
penditure  of  tbe  year  IBSO  was 
75,000,000/.;  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  year  1806  was  79,500,000/. ;  so  tbat 
the  only  difiereoce  of  expenditure  be« 
tween  a  period  of  profound  peace,  and  a 
period  of  active  warfare,  was  4,500y000/. 
To  that  extent  only  bad  the  country  been 
relieved.  Compare  this  with  the  expen« 
diture  of  the  year  1804^  a  very  expensive 
period,  as  it  was  the  second  year  of  wan 
In  that  year  the  expenditure  was 
76,000,000/.,  belnff  only  1,000.000/.  more 
than  was  expended  in  the  fiflh  and  sixth 
years  of  peace.  Certainly  this  count rt 
was  never  before  in  such  a  deplorable  si« 
tuatioD.  We  had  been  at  peace  for  no 
less  than  six  years,  and  yet  the  expendi« 
ture  was  only  1,000,000/.  less  than  was 
required  in  the  second  year  of  war.  The 
revenue,  in  1830,  was  a  fractioa  under 
60,000,000/.;  in  1821,  it  was,  as  thoy 
now  understood,  61,000,000/L,  being  an 
increase  of  about  1,000,000/.,  including 
tbe  Irieb  revenue.  And  here  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say,  that  the  iocreese  of  tbe 
Irish  revenue  was  by  no  means  so  great-* 
that  the  state  of  that  revenue  did  not  pre* 
sent  so  flattering  a  prospect  as  the  riffbt 
hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  excshequer  had 
described;  becauae  it  would  be  found, 
that  althoogb  the  revenue  of  last  jrear,  as 
compared  with  1820,  presented  a  rise  of 
500,000/.,  yet  that  it  was,  with  reference 
to  the  amount  of  revenue  two  years  be* 
fore,  almost  as  much  as  500,000/.  short. 
The  nett  revenue  of  Ireland  in  1818  was 
above  5,400,000/.:  in  1820  it  was 
4,500,000/.,  in  1821  it  was  ondef 
5,000,000/.  He  bad  already  suted,  that 
the  revenue  of  this  country  raised  by  the 
taxes,  independent  of  kians,  was  tbis 
year  61,000,000/.,  and  last  year 
60,000,000/L,  ittdudiag  the  expense  of 
nauagemeDt  and  collectioo.  From  tbat 
sum  be  entirely  separated  various  allow* 
auccs,  discounts,  and  drawbacks,  which 
were  levied  on  tbe  people ;  some  portion 
of  wiuch  was  repaid,  and  some  not  paid 
at  all.  The  revenue,  tbis  year,  was,  it 
appeared  1,000,000/.  asore  tbau  the  lasti 
whids  making  no  allowance  €n  tbe  dtange 
of enrrency,W8s  about  a  million  greaterthan 
itwasinl8aS,tbeam9Qttt  in  that  year  aod 
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in  1820  being  nearly  the  same.  So  that 
in  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  peace^  after 
a  war  of  unprecedented  roagnitude*-they 
were  draining  from  an  impoverished  peo- 
ple,  last  year,  the  same  amount  of  taxa- 
tion, and  this  year  1,000,000{.  more  than 
was  raised  in  1806,  which  was  the  fourth 
year  of  war. 

He  now  came  to  the  most  important 
part  of  the  question*  And  here  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  go  back  to  the 
year  1797,  in  order  to  trace  the  evil  which 
afflicted  the  country  to  iu  very  source— 
in  order  to  combat  that  gross  absurdity  in 
argument,  and  that  gross  injustice  in  fact, 
which  was  pertinaciously  adhered  to  by 
some  individuals,  who  contended,  that 
the  returning  to  a  metallic  standard  of 
currency  created  the  existing  distress; 
whereas  the  truth  was,  that  the  great  ori- 
gin of  the  evil  must  be  sought  for  in  the 
departure  from  that  standard.  He  would 
in  due  time  state  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  restoring  the  metallic  standard ; 
but  here  he  must  decidedly  state,  that 
whatever  the  effect  of  that  restoration 
might  have  been,  the  grand .  mischief  was 
occasioned  by  departins  from  the  ac* 
knowledged  standard  of  our  currency. 
At  first,  the  eflect  of  the  new  system  was 
not  distinctly  perceived;  but,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  it  was  suffi- 
ciently  manifest.  In  1800  the  evil  had 
mounted  to  such  a  height,  that  its  opera- 
tion on  the  foreign  exchanges  became 
roost  evident.  He  would  proceed  to  elu- 
cidate  the  subject  by  the  reports  of  two 
committees  which  were  appointed  in  the 
years  1810  and  1819.  He  meant  not  to 
assume  any  thing  as  a  datum  unless  it  was 
sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  both  these 
committees.  In  1810,  the  Mint  price  of 
gohl  was  3/.  VJs.  10|(f.  an  ounce ;  and  the 
market  or  bullion  price  of  gold  was  4/.  5s. 
being  a  depreciation  of  9«10th  per  cent. 
It  auerwards  fell  still  more,  and  fluctuated 
very  much ;  and  those  fluctuations  were 
not  the  least  evil  of  which  he  complained, 
since  thev  had  a  ruinous  effect  with  res* 
pect  to  the  land-owners,  and,  indeed,  with 
reference  to  every  class  of  the  community, 
except  those  who  dealt  in  gold,and  might 
be  denominated  the  managers  of  the  mo- 
nied  interest — of  which  a  word  hereafter. 
He  could  point  out  one .  year  in  which 
there  was  a  fluctuation  of  SO  per  cent— ^a 
fact  which  was  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  proposed  a  resolution  in 
1811,  which|  acting  under,  his  sanction 


and  authority,  the  House  agreed  ta;  de« 
daring,  that  the  bank  note  bad  never 
been  depreciated— that  gold  was  never 
cheaper,  and  the  bank-note  never  dearer. 
Thus  a  state  of  things  grew  up,  which  no 
welUresulated  government  would  have 
su^red  to  exist  for  one  month;  but 
which  many  gentlemen  in  that  House 
prided  themselves  on  having  supported 
for  ten  or  twelve  years.  The  price  of 
bullion,  as  estimated  by  the  currency  cir- 
culated in  1811  and  1812,  showed  a  far- 
ther depreciation.  In  those  years,  the 
market  price  of  gold  was  4/.  19f*  2<f|.  oa 
an  average,  being  a  depreciation  of  ^  in 
the  hunc&ed.  The  revenue  in  those  years 
was  73,500,0002.  If,  therefore,  he  wished' 
to  find  out  how  much  that  nominal  sum 
amounted  to  in  real  sterling  gold,  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  what  the  people  abso* 
lutely  paid  in  1811,  and  1812,  and  also  to 
show  what  they  contributed  in  1822,  it 
would  be  necessary  that  he  should  dimi- 
nish the  sum  in  the  ratio  of  27  per  cent, 
which,  together  with  3,500,000/1.  of  new 
taxes,  formed  an  aggregate  of  1 9,800,000/. 
This  sum  being  deducted  from  the  gross 
amount  of  revenue  collected  in  1811-12, 
left  a  total  of  53,700,000/. :  so  that  io 
those  years  of  war,  the  people  actually 
paid  8,000,000/.  less  in  gold  than  they. 

f>aid  in  the  present  ^ear,  and  7,000,000/. 
ess  than  they  paid  in  the  year  preceding. 
Taking  the  average  of  the  two  years, 
they  paid,  in  1820*21,  between  seven  and 
eight  millions  more  than  they  did  in  two 
years  of  determined  warfare.  He  might,  if 
he  pleased,  take  the  depreciation  at  a  con* 
siderably  lower  rate  than  he  had  done.  He 
might  indeed,  take  it  at  4/.  1 1«.  4</.,  which, 
if  applied  to  the  diminution  of  73,500,000/. 
of  nominal  revenue,  would  show  that  the 
people  were  now  paying  in  solid  guineas  or 
sovereigns  a  much  larger  sum  than  they, 
contributed  in  1811-12.  At  that  period, 
a  war  was  raging  all  over  Europe— a  war 
of  such  immense  magnitude  as  was  pre- 
viously unknown  to  this  country.  Every 
sea  was  covered  with  our  fleets— every 
part  of  the  world  was  filled  with  our 
armies,  or  the  armies  of  our  allies;  and. 
every  court  ,was  enriched  by  our  subsi- 
dies. .  We  were  then  surrounded  by  vast 
perils-^great  battles  were  fought  abroad 
-—and  at  home,  we  were  not  free  from 
danger  and  apprehension— <*  Plenum  va- 
riis  casibus,  atrox  proeliis,  discors  sedi- 
tionibus."  Sudi  a  period,  one  would 
suppose, .  must  be  very,  unfit  to  stand  in 
comparison  with  a  period  of  repose— to 
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be  placed  io  competition  irith  i^  time  of 
profound  peace.  Still,  trhen  the?  did 
compare  the  two  periods^  they  would  find 
that  the  burthens  which  weighed  down 
the  people— that  the  sums  which  w^e 
taken  from  their  pockets— were  actually 
greater  in  the  time  of  peace  than  in  the 
time  of  war*  He  would  go  still  farther, 
and  say,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  in- 
stitnte  a  comparison  between  the  amount 
of  money  now  levied  on  the  people,  and 
the  sum  that  was  exacted  from  them  dur- 
ing the  most  expensive  period  of  that 
most  expensive  war.  What  would  the 
House  think  when  he  asserted,  that 
though  in  the  years  1813, 1814,  and  1815, 
three  years  of  an  inordinate  expenditure 
**4hree  years  that  had  been  alluded  to 
particularly  in  the  financial  report,  when 
ministers  were  squandering  away  140 
or  150  millions  annually,  and  levying 
on  the  people  a  money  sum  of  80  millions 
-9-wbat,  he  asked,  would  the  House  think 
when  it  was  rendered  as  clear  as  that  two 
and  two  made  four,  that  the  country  was, 
at  the  present  moment,  paying  as  much 
in  taxes  as  it  paid  at  that  extravagant  pe- 
riod? Five  pounds  per  ounce  was  the 
average  price  of  gold  in  those  three  yeani, 
being  a  depreciation  of  28j^  per  cent. 
Now,  if  they  supposed  the  revenue  of 
those  ^ears,  being  84,500,000/.,  to  be 
levied  in  a  bullion  or  money  currency, 
and  not  in  a  currency  depreciated  28} 
per  cent  they  must  deduct  23,500,000/., 
which  would  bring  the  revenue,  during 
1813, 1814,  and  1815,  to  an  average  of 
61,000,000/.  per  annum,  at  par,  which 
61,000,000/.  was  exactly  the  sum  that  the 
people  now  paid,  and  which  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  would,  ere  long, 
boast  to  the  countiy  that  he  was  reaping 
from  the  taxes.  Considering  this  ques- 
tion  with  reference  to  the  year  18 IQ^  a 
▼ery  great  rise  would  be  foutad  to  have 
taken  place  under  the  monied  system. 
He  did  not  mean  to  argue  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  of  1819  bad 
entirely  caused  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
gold.  Undoubtedly,  as  far  as  its  labours 
tended  to  produce  a  restoration  of  the 
metallic  ettndard,  to  that  extent  it  cre- 
ated the  effisct  to  which  he  had  already 
alhided.  Between  1819  and  1822,  the 
measure  agreed  to  bv  parliament  ope- 
rated to  raise  the  real  amount  of  taxa- 
tion to  a  sum  which  answered,  on  the 
nominal  amonnt  then  levied,  to  3,800,000/. 
6o  by  the  oi>eration  of  the  measure  in 
181^  they  raised  the  taxes  very  nearly 


4,000,000/.  a  year,  pretending  at  the  same 
time  not  to  raise  them  at  all.  No :  so  far 
from  seeming  to  think  that  this  operation 
had  raised  the  taxes — marvellous  to  tell 
—when  this  increase  took  place,  that  was 
the  very  time  chosen  by  ministers,  and 
by  the  House  of  Commons  who  supported 
them,  for  adding  3,000,000/.  more  to  the 
taxes,  that  we  might  be  completely  bow- 
ed down  and  crushed  to  the  earth.  This 
too,  they  did  completely  in  the  dark. 
When  they  were  perfectly  ignorant  of  the 
operation  of  the  other  measure,  or  the 
extent  to  which  it  might  proceed,  they 
aimed  this  blow  in  the  dark ;  ignorant  of 
what  quarter  it  might  strike,  or  with  what 
weight  it  might  press  upon  particular 
classes.  Instead  of  watching  the  efiects 
of  a  restoration  to  cash  payments — in- 
stead of  abstaining  from  further  taxes,  at 
least  till  they  were  sure  of  the  income  in 
an  improved  currency— instead  of  wait- 
ing to  calculate  the  amount  to  which  the 
serious  alterations  then  made  might  afiect 
the  various  classes  of  tax-payers— instead 
of  ascertaining  whether  the  sums  already 
enforced  could  be  actually  levied,— that 
was  the  very  time  chosen  for  imposing 
3,000,000/.  more,  as  if  the  4,000,000?. 
were  not  already  sufficient. 

Now,  what  he  wished,  should  be  parti- 
culariy  attended  to  in  the  further  obser- 
tions  which  he  had  to  offer,  without  any 
reference  to  what  appeared  differently  to 
different  minds,  without  referring  to  the 
particular  idterations  arising  from  a  change 
m  the  currencv  which  affected  prices 
generally,  on  wnich  he  regretted  to  differ 
from  some  able  and  excellent  members  of 
the  committee ;  but  taking  it  on  their 
own  ground,  as  a  change  indicated  by 
the  return  of  the  market-price  of  gold  to 
the  Mint-price,  as  manifesting  by  its 
rise  only  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
previously — without  reference  to  this,' 
what  he  wished  to  be  now  understood 
were  these  two  points :  1st,  That  by 
the  operations  of  the  currency  up  to 
1819,  the  taxes  were  increased4,000,0()0/. : 
2ndly,  That  from  1814  to  1819  prices 
were  nominally  falling.  There  prevailed 
a  very  great  difference  of  opinion  with 
respect  to  the  effect  of  taxation.  Some 
opinions  upon  the  subject  refuted  theni- 
selves ;  others,  every  day^s  experience 
was  sufficient  to  refute.  •  But  there  were 
some  points  in  which  all  must  agree :  -— 
1st,  That  great  expenditure  has  the  effect 
of  raising  prices,  and  that  not  merely 
while  the   great   expenditure    is  goiog 
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•9j  bot  after  it  hat  ceased :  becaaiCi 
when  the  expenditure  is  ^eat^  the  spend* 
log  is  either  from  the  inooine»  or  from 
the  accumulated  capital.  If  it  be  from 
the  income,  the  profits  of  the  accumu- 
ktioi^  of  capital  are  taken  away.  If 
from  the  capital*  it  destroys  to  that 
amount,  not  physically  and  absolutely, 
but  on  the  whole,  it  destroys  a  sum  fall- 
ing considerably  short  of  the  apparent 
amount,  but  it  makes  a  great  destructioo* 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  capital  is 
diminished  and  the  profits  increased,  by  a 
rule  as  old  as  political  speculatioo  in 
modem  Europe,  a  rule  of  which  no  man 
was  ignorant  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years  —  namely,  that  profits  are  in  the  io- 
'verse  proportion  of  the  amount  of  expen^ 
diture ;  or,  what  ia  equally  clear,  that 
there  must  be  an  increase  of  profits  with 
a  dimiautioo  of  capital  stock.  This, 
Uien,  was  one  ob? ious  effect  of  taxation 
—  it  raised  prices  by  diminishing  either 
the  accumulation  of  profits,  or  the  amount 
of  stock.  In  the  next  place,  taxes  afected 
the  community  not  aa  necessanr  expendi- 
ture, but  In  another  way.  He  doubtied 
whether  any  man  $}ire  could  deny —-whe- 
ther even  the  right  hon.  Uie  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  the  guar* 
dim  angel  of  that  department,  could 
deny,  that  if  he  imposed  a  tax,  it  injured 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  that  tax. 
Taxea  paid  to  the  amouns  of  6l,000,0(X»., 
by  ao  jMNicht  undeniably,  reduced  the 
camforta  aad  ei^c^menta  of  the  payers. 
Bui  it  waa  equally  undoubted  that  thia 
aammt  of  taxes  Had  anodier  eflfect,  and 
to  that  eSect  he  Mrlicttlarly  requested 
ibetr  attention.  When  a  tax  is  raised, 
the  peiMA  who  first  pays  it  must  kk« 
crease  his  (mpital,  or  diminish  hie  transao* 
titna.  A  larger  capital  ia  therefbre  re- 
quired for  the  aame  extent  of  business. 
Take  a  makater,  for  instaoce,  ^r  brewer : 
the  oM  duty  on  beer  was  lOx.  6d.  It  waa 
msed  to  I64.  Sd^  and  Ao  64«.  It  was 
agaia  tidcen  down  noosinally  I6«*,  but 
leally  iMich  less.  It  was  caiaed  agaia  8^ 
ao  aa  to  stand  at  present  at  2Ss.  per 
buahel  If,  then,  the  tax  he  liewed 
were  laised  from  IQdu  6d.  to  2Ssk  Aha 
maltiaer  requires  to  raise  iita  capitid  in 
ptcq[Kvtion«  The  coittequenoa  of  tins 
Moessity-«-a  consequenoa  proyed  by 
axperjeoce  and  by  the  papefcs  oa  -m 
table  of  the  Uouae  «r-  was  ihe  exolumoD 
fimn  the  trade  of  Aeamtdler  o^Mtalista, 
by  which  the  larger  capitaHalf  were  better 
oS    Bwi  the  pt^lic  weee  aot  belter  off; 
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for  the  competition  of  small  capitidists 
waa  the  only  means  of  preventing  the 
great  capitafista  from  monopolising  and 
making  exorbitant  profits.  Hera,  then, 
was  the  second  effect  of  taxes.  Ther 
had  the  obvious  eflfect  of  excluding  small 
capitals  from  trade.  The  fiict  was  at 
once  prored  and  illustrated  by  petitions 
on  their  table,  opposing  a  redaction  of 
taxes  on  this  very  prindple.  There  had 
not  been  a  recent  reduction  of  taxea 
without  some  persons  praying  the  House 
not  to  reduce  them*  Let  the  leather-tax 
be  taken  as  an  instance.  *^  Ob,  don't 
take  off  the  leather^tax,''  prayed  the 
large  capitalists,  *^  you'll  ruin  us  if  yoa 
do."  Ine^r  did  not  tell  their  reaaoa  for 
reaisting  thia  redaction ;  that  would  let 
out  the  aecret ;  but  they  atteiapted  oa 
other  grounds  to  prevent  it,  and  their 
petitions  were  always  well-receired  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  hia 
friends,  who  were  sure  to  laud  the  peti- 
tioners as  the  most  judiciouB,  impartial, 
disioterested  set  of  men  ;  tbf^  were  ex- 
clusively the  soUd,  rational,  duioterested 
tanners ;  but  they  who  prayed  for  the  re* 
duction  of  the  tax  were  **  ill-informed  ^ 
persons.  The  larmer  prayed  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  leather-tax,  because  it 
fell  on  hif  fiu'ni'-gear,  and  the  amal{ 
dealer,  because  it  excMled  him  from 
the  trade ;  but  the  great  tanner  cared  not 
one  farthing  for  the  &rmer,  and  less  than 
a  farthing  for  the  small  tanner,  if  the 
archires  of  tbe  Exchef^uer  were  searched, 
the  iaoposition,  inoreaae,  or  coatinuance 
of  taxea  would  be  traced,  not  to  the 
philosopher  certainly,  nor  ta  the  con- 
sumer, whose  interest  waa  obviously  op* 
posed.to  it,  b«l  to  deidera  in  a  great  line  of 
businaai.  He  did  not  mean  to  aay  that 
every  ooe  actad  ae ;  but  thia  was  geiier* 
allythe  fact. 

The  laet  effiael  of  taxes  to  which  be 
wished  to  call  the  atteation  of  tbe  House, 
was,  that  they  iacreaaed  prices  aa  well  aa 
capitoL  Bviery^  one  who  pajd  a  tax  ad-, 
vaoced  the  pttioe  to  the  «oi|sumer  to 
that  extant  and  anore.  If  the  ^x  formed 
a  fraction  of  the  price»  auoh  as  5itf*»  the 
coABumaff  waa  efaar ged  5|i&,  perhaps  6^ 
The  trader  a^de  ihe  consumar  pray  for 
the  adraaced  eapiita\,  an4  hr  Ae  adimnce 
to  gommnent.  if  tbe  tftx  ftUs  oo  the 
manvfaciurec,  he  insposea  the  taxM  which 
Ike  pays.oier  to  goivvnmeat  an  thaitwief 
Aiatf  pttr.riiaaer,  and  tbe  jpuaohaaer  0tk  the 
coaawner  of  ^  prodoctJoMiy  aadiaiH^osaa 
thoaa  without  flinch  dictty*    So  thatthf y 
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inciMse  like  compoiind  interest,  rounding 
sumt  as  tbey  proceed,  and  increasiog  in  a 
geometrical  ratio  the  augmentation  or 
rather  reduplication  of  taxes,  till  the  last 
consumer  can  form  no  notion  of  what  the 
original  tax  was.  In  this  way  the  tax 
first  imposed  by  the  government  increased 
as  it  advanced,  till  it  fell  with  all  its  aug- 
mentation, or  rather,  as  he  had  said, 
reduplication  of  amount  upon  the  con- 
sumer. Now  this  threefold  operation  of 
taxes  he  really  considered  as  the  cause  of 
pubJic  distress.  They  had  seen  that  enor- 
mous expenditure  of  taxes  increased 
prices  —  that  the  subsequent  increase  of 
capital  and  prices  threvf  men  of  small 
capital  out  of  business,  and  increased  the 
burdens  of  the  public  — and,  that  the 
sums  levied  operated,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion of  payments  made  to  the  Treasury, 
though  those  payments,  when  GlyOOOyOOO/. 
were  paid,  were  enough  to  account  for 
distress,  but  that  more  than  government 
did  levy,  or  jneant  to  levy,  fell  upon  the 
community.  When  in  1792,  the  in- 
come  o(  the  state,  including  Ireland,  was 
18,000,000/.,  the  contribution  was  a  con« 
aiderable  portion  taken  off  from  a  gentle* 
man's  income  of  10,000/.  a*year :  but 
that  fell  very  far  short  of  his  proportion  of 
61,000,000/.  a-year.  The  last  proportion 
necessarily  left  him  less  to  apply  to  his 
comforts  and  enjoyments,  less  to  smk  his 
debts,  lens  to  maintain  his  credit.  But 
this  gentleman  paid  incalculably  more,* 
over  and  above  his  payments  in  1792,  than 
the  increased  proportion  of  61,000,000/. 
over  the  proportion  of  18,000,000/.  He 
paid  more,  first,  by  the  increase  of  prices ; 
and  secondly,  as  a  producer,  the  expenses 
of  cultivation  being  increased.  He  first 
paid  by  the  increase  of  taxes  :  he  next 
paid  as  a  consumer  by  the  increased 
prices  of  what  he  consumed:  he  lastly 
paid  as  a  producer,  the  expenses  of  the 
cultivation  having  been  raised.  His 
returns  had  naturally  fallen  to  what  they 
were  in  1792 ;  but  his  establishments, 
his  expenditure,  his  taxes,  were  increased 
fourfold,  and  that  left  little  to  marvel 
at  the  distress  which  he  now  felt. 

By  the!  total  amount,  then,  of  taxes, 
the  country  was  distressed,  it  was  further 
distressed  by  the  greater  amount  it  paid 
in  taxes  than  was  produced  to  the  state. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  inequaJity  of  the 
taxes  did  exist,  and  as  the  farmer  be- 
longed to  the  class  on  which  taxation  fell, 
and  bad  always  fallen,  with  unequal  seve- 
rity, it  became  necessary  to  attend  to 

Vol.  VI. 


this  view  of  its  operation.  The  remedy 
of  reducing  rents  had  been  resorted  to : 
it  bad  arisen  from  feelings  which  could 
not  be  too  much  commended.  But  as 
that  reduction  had  become  quite  neces- 
sary  to  the  farmer,  so  the  undiminished 
rents  were  necessai^  to  the  landlord,  and 
the  utmost  reductions  which  could  be 
made  were  inadequate.  The  farmer  com- 
plained of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  produce. 
Wheat  sold  20«.  per  quarter  lower  than 
he  could  afford  for  growing  it.  Suppose, 
then,  it  was  at  the  least  lOi.  per  quarter 
lower  than  the  price  at  which  the  farmer 
could  afford  to  grow  wheat,  and  that 
unless  the  price  should  be  increased  to 
that  amount,  he  loses  by  growing  it.  He 
thought  the  loss  much  greater,  but  he 
would  take  it  at  10;.  Supposing,  then, 
an  acre  produced  three  quarters,  here 
was  a  sacrifice  of  SO;,  an  acre.  This  in- 
crease of  present  prices  he  required  to 
recompense  him  m  the  produce  of  wheat. 
What  relief,  then,  could  he  have  from 
lowering  his  rent  ?  •  The  whole  rent  was 
not  SO;.  The  average  rent  was  nothing 
like  it.  What  did  it  avail,  then,  to  lower, 
the  rent  20,  25,  or  even  SO  per  cent  ? 
Could  any  such  reduction  compensate  the 
farmer  for  the  increased  price  in  all  the 
means  of  production  ?  If,  taking  the 
years  of  1793, 1794,  and  1796,  and  com- 
parins  them  with  the  three  last  years  up 
to  this  time,  the  rise  in  the  price  of  pro- 
duction amounted  almost  to  cent  per  cent, 
was  it  astonishing  that  the  tenantry  of 
the  kingdom  were  depressed?  Or,  was 
it  to  be  presumed  that  a  reduction  of  rent 
to  the  greatest  possible  amount  to  which 
it  could  be  carried,  could  effect  any  alle- 
viation ?  No :  from  such  a  source  no  re* 
medy  could  be  expected.  The  attempt 
must  be  ruinous  to  the  landlord,  without 
affording  any  effectual  relief  to  the  tenant. 
And  whilst  he  was  on  the  subject  of  the 
reduction,  he  roust  add,  that,  where  re- 
ductions were  made,  instead  of  any  ge- 
neral average,  it  would,  in  the  majority 
of  caseai,  be  far  better,  both  to  landlord 
and  tenant,  to  examine  into  the  particular 
circumstances  of  each  farm,  and  on  the 
result  of  that  examination  to  determine 
the  exact  amount.  From  local  circum- 
stances in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
a  seneral  average  was  not  applicable. 
If  the  great  cause  of  agriculturai  distress 
be  the  increase  in  the  price  of  production 
— and  if  the  depression  be  such  as  to  de** 
mand  immediate  relief — what  imports  it 
to  the  cultivator  of  the  land,  whether 
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that  relief  reaches  him  either  in  the  shape 
of  an  increased  price  for  the  commodicy, 
which  he  grows,  or  a  diminution  in  the 
^xpence  df  production.— He  would  put  a 
A  farmer  raises  100  quarters  of 


case. 


corn,  for  which  the  remunerating  price 
was  605. ;  if,  in  the  shape  of  relier,  be 
received  a  fall  of  105.  per  quarter  in  the 
expence  of  the  production,  it  can  make 
no  difference  to  him  whether  he  receives 
605.  without  the  relief,  or  50  with  such  a 
riminution  in  his  expenditure.  It  was 
true,  that  he  would  have,  on  the  side  of 
nominal  income,  less  to  receive ;  but  then, 
his  outgoings  also  would  be  proportionabl^ 
reduced:  ne  would  receive  less  for  his 
produce,  but  he  would  have  also  less  to 

Eay  in  the  market  of  labour,  less  to  dis- 
urse  in  the  price  of  all  those  articles 
which  were  essential  to  the  management 
of  his  concerns*  He  rested  this  case  on 
ihe  assumption,  that  a  choice  existed 
between  the  two  modes  of  relief;  namely, 
an  increased  price  of  the  commodity 
which  the  farmer  grew,  or  a  diminution 
in  the  expence  of  the  production.  The 
fact  was,  however,  that  such  an  option 
did  not  exist.  To  raise  the  price  of  the 
commodity  which  the  farmer  grew  he 
pronounced  to  be  impossible.  The  expe- 
riment had  been  made,  and  the  House 
must  now  see  the  result.  When  it  was 
introduced,  he  was  one  of  those  who  con- 
sidered it  wisely  and  justly  introduced ; 
because  it  was  of  the  first  importance,  at 
the  close  of  such  a  war,  and  before  there 
was  time  for  the  reduction  of  establish* 
ments,  to  give  the  grower  a  remunerating 
price.  But  if  the  close  of  the  war  was 
the  time  for  such  an  experiment,  the 
hour  had  now  arrived  when  every  effort 
must  be  resorted  to,  to  lower  to  the  lowest 
scale  the  establishments  of  the  country, 
in  order  to  relieve  all  its  industrious 
branches  fVom  that  burden  of  taxation 
which  overlaid  them.  Even  Were  it  pos- 
sible to  raise  the  nominal  price  of  corn, 
he  should  doubt  of  its  expediency— 'but 
that  discussion  was  nugatory,  as  the 
thing  was  altogether  impossible.  He  need 
hardly  remind  the  House  of  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  corn  in  this  country  from  1792  to  the 
year  1814.  It  was,  in  the  recollection 
.  of  the  House,  that  during  the  latter  year 
the  board  of  agriculture  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  the  various  counties  of  England. 
The  answers  to  that  circular  were  em- 
bodied in  their  reports,  which  were  laid 
before  parliament.     In  these  reports  it 


was  demonstrated,  that  the  Same  quantity 
of  labour,  which  in  1792  cost  B5l.f  rose 
in  1803  to  118/.,  and  in  1813  16  1601. 
With  respect  to  the  year  1812,  it  wa9 
but  justice  to  the  argument  to  add,  that 
that  year  was  the  period  of  the  greatest 
depreciation  in  the  currency.  Allowing 
for  the  amount  of  depreciation  25  per 
cent,  and  subtracting  that  sum  from  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  Icmour,  it  wotild  leave 
the  calculation  thus«— that  the  same  quan- 
tity of  labour  which,  in  1792,  cost  85/., 
in  1814  cost  about  125/.  Between  that 
period  and  the  present  time,  there  had 
certainly  been  a  fall  in  the  nominal  price 
of  labour,  but  not  to  the  amount  at  what 
it  was  in  1803.  He  was  not  far  from  the 
mark  in  taking  the  rise  in  the  expencea 
of  cultivation  from  the  years  immediately 
before  the  war  to  the  present  at  an  in- 
crease of  one  half.  In  taking  it  at  that 
amount,  he  Mi  he  rather  under^rated, 
than  over  rated  it ;  but  when  he  added  to 
that  amount  the  poor  rates,  and  which 
must  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  an  increase 
of  the  price  of  labouf,  the  result  was, 
that  the  expences  of  cultivation  had  risen 
two-thirds,  or  were  even  doubled.  The 
amount  of  the  pressure  arising  from  taxa- 
tion being  undisputed,  there  was  abundant 
reason  why  every  branch  ^f  the  public 
economy  looked  forward  to  that  relief 
which  a  thorough  retrenchment  could 
, alone  effect.  But  on  no  classs  did  the 
pressure  so  seriously  lie,  as  on  the  agri- 
cultural body ;  indeed,  there  were  special 
causes  why  the  same  weight,  falling  on 
the  other  branches,  could  not,  in  its 
effects,  be  so  injurious  aS  to  U)em.  The 
agriculturist  was  very  differently  circum- 
stanced in  the  control  of  his  concerns 
from  the  manufacturer.  He  did  not, 
like  him,  possess  the  power  df  accom-^ 
modatihg  his  supply  to  the  demand. 
There  were  causes  mtrinsically  affecting 
his  concerns  which  gave  him  far  less 
power  over  them :  he  was  exposed  to  the 
operations  of  the  seasons,  and  to  all  the 
accidents  of  the  elements,  l^esides  all 
these,  tlie  House  would  see  that  the  im- 
position of  a  tax  on  a  falling  market  must 
be  injurious  to  the  grower  of  the  com- 
modity, inasmuch  as  he  was  unable  to 
shifl  it  on  the  consumer.  He  was  at  the 
inercy  of  those  fluctuations,  to  counteract 
which  the  manufacturer  cduld  provide, 
by  the  limitation  of  the  supply  to  the 
demand.  It  had  been  said,  and  said 
justly,  that  low  prfces  tended  to  relieve 
themselves.    In  such  a  state  of  things 
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the  manufacturer  looked  for  his  profit  in  a 
more  extended  consumption;  and  so 
would  the  agriculturist  aiso,  did  not  the 
operations  of  the  exchequer  Interpose. 
He  would  find  his  compensation  for  a  fall 
of  pricjB  ip  a  more  extenjBivQ  sale,  did  not 
the  tax-gatherer  interfere  between  the 
natural  rdation  of  cause  and  efiect.  By 
such  interference,  the  agriculturist  was 
abut  out  from  that  natural  remedy  which 
was  open  to  every  other  branch  in  any 
depression  of  the  prices.  When  the  tax 
was  so  great  as  to  form  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  price,  the  consumer  was 
not  affected  in  the  same  degree  as  the 
grower.  Let  them  suppose  that  no  tax 
was  laid  on  sugar ;  or  he  would  rather 
take  malt,  because  it  was  more  germane 
to  their  feelings.  It  was  once  during  the 
war  S^^.  It  was  now  28^.  The  barley 
was  20^  or  21^.  If  they  bad  no  chan- 
cellors of  the  exchequer/ happily  for  the 
farmer  or  consumer,  barley  would  be  pur- 
chased from  25;.  to  20;.,  and  a  great  deal 
less.  The  prices  would  be  lower,  but  the 
quantity  sold  would  be  much  greater.  But 
unfortunately,  there  were  chancellors 
of  exchequer,  and,  therefore,  the  fall 
of  prices  was  much  less  than  one-fifth. 
The  fall  of  25«.  to  20«.  gave  a  reduction 
of  one-'fif\h.  But  when  they  added  the 
JouDOveable  tax  of  28;.,  the  fall  was  only 
five  in  49  or  50;.,  that  was,  instead  of 
one-fifth,  one-eleventh.  The  fact  was  so, 
JM  well  as  the  reasoning.  It  was  some- 
times alleged,  that  propositions  vihich 
were  undeniable  in  theory  were  not  found 
so  true  in  practice*  Of  this  a  notable  in- 
jitance  was  the  fact,  that  in  the  exchequer 
two  and  two  sometimes  made  only  two. 
The  consumption  of  malt  in  three  years, 
ending  in  1797,  had  been  8,500,000 
quarters.  That  fact  was  found  in  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  own  documents. 
But  in  the  last  three  years  but  one,  in 
1818,  1819,  1820,  tlie  consumption  had 
been  2,920,000  quarters,  giving  a  falling 
off  of  one-seventh.  That  single  fact  was 
enough  for  him.  But  there  was  one  cir- 
cumstance to  be  considered,  which,  in- 
stead of  overturning  the  argument,  or 
stepping  between  its%cts  and  their  force, 
ioci^ei^seid  its  power,  and  pointed  .its  ap- 

ElicatiQu.  But  for  the  taxes  there  would 
ave  been  a  much  greater  fall  than  one- 
fifth,,ahd  consequently  a  greatly  increased 
consumption.  The  population,  by  the 
last  returns,  had  increased  astonishingly 
since  181 1.    The  increase  in  Great  Bri- 


Feb*11,  1322.  [S46 

In     1801,     the    population    had    been 
10,500,000.     It  was  below  tlie  mark  if 
they  estimated  the  increase  since  1792  at 
400,000  or  500,000  more.     Here,  then, 
was  an  increaseof  4,000,000— an  increase 
from  10  to  14,   but  the  consqmption  of 
ipalt  had  fallen  in  the  proportion  of  one- 
sixth     or    one*seventh.      If  instead    of 
2,000,000  quarters,    or   3,000,000,    we 
consumed  very  nearly  5,000,000,  there 
would  be  no  positive  increase.    It  would 
be  only  the  same  proportional  demand. 
But  while  the  population  increased,    the 
consumption  decreased.    If  this  did  not 
speak  volumes  as  to  the  fact,  that  laying 
taxes  on  produce  diminished   the    con- 
sumption— if  any  one  doubted,    in   the 
face  of  this,  that  taxes  curtailed  the  com- 
forts of  the  consumer,  without  benefiting 
the  exchequer — if  he  doubted  that  prices 
and  consumption  would  reciprocally  ope- 
rate upon  and  relieve  one  another,  but 
for  the  taxes — he  was  one  with  whom  it 
was  needless  to  reason — he  was  as  much 
beyond  the  reach  of  reasoning  suggested 
by  experience,  as  the  bulk  of  mankind 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  any  other  sort 
of  reasoning.    The  taxes,    then,  which 
in  this  way  lell  with  peculiar  injury  upon 
the  farmer,  were  extremely  heavy.    Beer 
and  spirits  formed  an  immense  amount. 
He  paid  taxes  for  various  articles  re- 
quired for  beer,  as  hops,  malt,   and  beer 
duty.    For  these,  excluding  the  tax  on 
spirits,   from  8,000,000/.  to  9,000,000/. 
were  paid.     These  and  spirits   yielded 
about  13,000,000/.     If  any  man  would 
say  that  this  was  a  fair  proportion   of 
taxes,  he  was  not  wise.    He  would  ask 
any  man,  when  he  took  into  calculation 
what  the  land  paid  in  its   great  staples 
of  hops,   malt,   &c.  to   shew   him  any 
trade  or  branch  of  industry,  which  sus- 
tained such  d  pressure.    There  was  no- 
thing like  an  approximation,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  poor  loaded  West  India  planter. 
The  operation  of  a  tax  on  the  farmer,  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  was  influenced 
by  peculiar  circumstances.    Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  Salt-tax*    In  Cheshire,  so  great 
was  the  use  of  that  article  in  all  the  ordi- 
nary occupations  of  the  farming  interest, 
that  he  knew,  from  good  authority,  that  a 
reduction  ofrenttothe  amount  of  five  per 
cent,  was  calculated,  from  the  operation  of 
that  tax  atone.    But  in  fact,  any  tax  on 
an  article  of  such  necessity  as  salt,  and 
which  raised  its  price  to  the  consumer,  in 
such  an  extreme  disproportion  from  its 
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a  descriptioD  which  might  be  well  called  a 
tax  upon  economy.  It  interfered  with  all 
those  habits  of  prudence  and  retrenchment 
which  were  so  necessary  to  the  well-being 
and  success  of  that  class  of  the  community. 
When  a  tax  was  levied  on  the  farmer, 
producing,  as  its  necessary  effect,  an  in- 
creased price  of  labour,  and  an  increase 
in  the  pnce  of  every  other  article  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  he  possesses 
by  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  calling,  no 
power  to  transfer  from  himself  the  extra 
cost  which  the  tax  or  the  fluctuation  of 
markets  imposes.  All  that  he  contracts 
for,  under  such  circumstances,  he  must 
pay  for  in  hard  money  or  in  hard  labour. 
We  had  a  remarkable  instance  of  this 
some  few  years  a^o.  It  was  an  instance 
which  marked  with  great  power  of  dis- 
crimination the  difference  of  character 
that  had  hitlierto  existed  between  the 
agricultural  interest,  and  the  manufactu- 
ring and  commercial  body.  The  former 
—quiet  creatures — came  at  the  call  of  the 
Treasury  annually  to  be  shorn.  It  was  not 
until  last  year,  and  until  the  pressure 
almost  became  intolerable,  that  they  ever 
united  to  obtain  a  common  object.  And 
what  was  the  effect  ?  Why,  the  repeal  of 
the  Husbandry  Horse  tax.  Cattle  and 
human  labour  miglit  be  called  the  machi- 
nery of  the  farmer.  Now,  contrast  that 
tardy  repeal  with  what  had  passed  some 
few  years  ago,  when  a  duty  upon  iron  was 
proposed  by  the  government  for  the  time 
being.  What  iron  was  to  the  manufac- 
.  turer,  cattle  was  to  the  cultivator.  They 
were  the  machinery  of  their  respective  con- 
cerns. A  tax  was  to  be  imposed  upon  iron. 
Steam  fortunately  was  beyond  the  power 
even  of  a  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  would  have  taxed  that  too ;  but  it  was 
either  too  subtile  or  of  too  explosive  a 
quality  to  have  given  financial  rapacity 
the  power  of  a  grasp.  But,  thcugh  deter- 
red from  contending  with  the  moving 
power,  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  determined  to  take  hold  of  the  raw 
material.  When  that  determination  was 
disclosed  the  hard  dealers  m  that  article, 
less  malleable  than  the  metali  n  which  they 
dealt  beleagured  and  besieged  hon.  friends 
of  his  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such 
remorseless  pertinacity;  those  men  from 
the  iron  counties  so  pressed  and  so  pelted 
the  government  of  that  day,  as  well  as  the 
members  of  that  House,  that  their  fierce 
and  unbending  demands  seemed, — **  an 
Iron  sleet  of  arrowy  shower,**  and  the 
result  was,  an  abandonment  of  the  tax. 


Now,  to  pause  for  a  moment.  From  a 
little  more  than  half  a  million  in  the  year 
1750,  and  from  something  more  than  twa 
millions  in  the  year  1791,  the  poor«ratet 
of  Eneland  had  increased  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  in  dne  year  of  difficulty  they  had 
amounted  to  eight  millions;  and  it  was 
not  overrating  them,  if  he  now  took  them 
at  six  millions.  That  was  just  three  timea 
the  sum  which  was  paid  for  them  before 
the  war.  The  only  hope  of  relief  to  the 
suffering  classes  lay  in  a  determmed  re- 
duction of  the  taxes  which  oppressed 
them.  Not  in  a  paltry  diminution  of  a 
million,  or  a  million  and  a  half,  or  two 
millions,  but  in  lopping  off  at  once  some 
such  considerable  burden  as  should  enable 
the  starving  farmer  to  live— in  some  seri- 
ous relief  of  the  community,  which  might 
enable  men  to  exist  under  the  pressure 
that  would  remain.  He  had  already  shown 
that,  under  the  name  of  paying  less  than 
it  paid  in  time  of  war,  the  country,  in  fact, 
was  paying  ouite  as  much ;  that,  with  the 
semblance  or  paying  millions  less  than  had 
been  paid  in  the  heart  of  the  war,  the 
country,  in  reality,  paid  seven  millions  a 
year  more ;  that  with  a  pretence  of  pay- 
ing less,  the  country  paid  a  million  more 
in  the  present  year,  than  she  had  ever  paid 
in  the  most  extravagant  yearof  the  con« 
test ;  and  that  in  the  year  just  passed,  her 
situation  had  been  the  same.  Why,  then, 
even  say  that  taxes  to  the  amount  of  seven 
or  eight  millions  were  now  taken  off,  the 
country  would  still  be  paying  as  much  as 
she  paid  in  1806,  or  isdz^years  of  war 
and  of  profuse  expenditure — years  of  dis- 
tress, and  almost  of  ruin — ^years  in  which 
the  country  was  told  to  look  forward  to 
peace  for  relief— years  when  all  classes 
were  gulled  out  of  their  money,  and  when 
parliament  was  duped  into  becomioff  the 
accomplice  of  government,  in  grinding  a 
suffering  people  to  the  uttermost,  and 
when  ail  the  consolation,  all  the  argument 
all  the  temptation  held  out  was  this«« 
*nhis  cannot  last;  peace  must  come;  with 
peace  will  come  retrenchment  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxes;  and  with  retrenchment  and 
reduction  will  return  the  prosperity  of  En- 
gland.*' Peace  had  come  at  last ;  but  not 
with  **  healing  on  its  wings.''  It  had  come 
without  bringing  any  reduction  of  taxes ; 
in  fact,  it  had.  brought  a  positive  increase 
of  them.  The  country  actually  paid  more^ 
than  she  had  paid  during  the  war;  although 
her  power  of  payment  had  so  materiaHy 
decreased.  And  this  part  of  hissubject 
brought  him  to  a  point  upon  which  be 
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thought  it  onlj'fair  to  state,  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  from  a  number  of  eminent  per- 
sons :  he  alluded  to  the  alteration  wnich 
had  taken  place  in  the  currency  of  the 
country.    He  hadnot  enjoyed  the  honour 
of  being  a  member  of  the  bullion  com- 
mittee;  not  because  he  had  refused  to 
serreu  but  probably  because  he  had  been 
thought  unfit  for  such  an  office.    It  had 
aeeroed  good,  he  repeated,  to  those  in 
whom  the  selection  had  been  vested,  to 
exclude  his  name,  for  some  cause,  from 
the  list ;  and  when  the  question  of  his  ex- 
clusion had,  by  his  right  hon.  friend  near 
him,  been  brought  before  the  house,  it  had 
•eemed  good  to  the  House,  to  sanction 
bis  being  shut  out.    Of  that  measure  he 
was  far  from  complaining ;  for,  in  truth, 
be  felt  honoured  by  the  rejection.    He 
felt  honoured,  because  it  was  not  the  first 
occasion  upon  which  ministers  had  exer- 
ciied  the  discretion  intrusted  to  them  in 
the  same    way— because  they  had  only 
treated  him  as,  in  the  year  1797,  they 
treated  one  of  the  greatest  men  in  the 
country  (Mr.  Fox),  whom  they  had  then 
excluded  from  the  performance  of  a  simi- 
lar duty.    Owing:  to  his  exclusion  from 
the  list  of  the  bullion  committee,  he  had 
been  deprived  of  one  opportunity  of  sta- 
ting his  opinion  upon  the  measures  pro- 
.  jected ;  and  illness,  which  prevented  his 
attendance  in  the  House,  had  precluded 
him,   in  another  stage,  from  protesting 
against  them ;  3ret  he  could  not  out  think, 
upon  deep  consideration,  that  the  House 
at  that  time  had  taken  a  most  unfortunate 
step.    He  fmputed  no  blame  upon  that 
point  to  ministers ;  still  less  did  he  cast 
reflections  upon  others,  who,  with  perfect 
consistency,  had  abettedthe  course  chosen. 
That  which  he  chiefly  did  blame  was,  the 
onstnal  sin  of  1797>  which,  firgt  interfering 
with  the  currency  of  the  country,  distorted 
the  whole  face  or  its  internal  aflairs — made 
it  impossible  for  any  roan  in  it  to  say  from 
year  to  year,  or  even  from  month  to  month, 
what  he  was  worth— and  threw  all  its  in- 
terests into  such  a  state  at  last,  that  a 
return  to  the  original  system  was  attended 
with  greater  evils  than  bad  at  first  induced 
Uiat  system  to  be  departed  from.    To  say 
that  he  now  was  aware  of  any  Mode  by 
which  the  currency  of  the  country  could 
at  that  time  have  been    regulated,  was 
goin^  farther  than  the  present  question 
required ;  but  he  could  not  help  lamenting 
that  more  attention  had  not  been  paid 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  the  evils  that 
were  certain  under  the  course  adopted. 


How  bad  soever  a  depreciated  currency 
might  be — however  bad,  as  example,  the 
tampering  with  it  permanently— how- 
ever detrimental  to  the  character  of  go- 
vernment and  of  the  country — ^yet  he  could 
not  help  regretting  most  aeeply-^always 
admitting  the  case  to  be  a  mere  dioice  of 
evils,  and  of  evils,  the  least  of  which  was 
frightfully  enormous — that  onlyone  side  of 
the  dilemma  had  been  viewed,  and  that 
reference  had  not  been  made  to  the  fatal 
prospect  presented  by  the  other. 

Once  more  let  it  be  borne  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House,  that  not  only  a  re- 
lief, but  a  great  and  invaluable  relidrmi^ht 
be  afforded  to  all  classes  by  a  reduction 
in  taxation.  Let  nothing  which  he  raiaht 
say  be  taken  as  a  waver  ot  that  conclusion 
-~a  conclusion  which  was  warranted  by 
the  facts  as  well  as  by  the  principles  of 
the  case— which  was  evident  alike  from 
theory  and  from  daily  experience— a  con- 
clusion from  which  he  firmly  believed  not 
three  men  in  the  House  would  dissent,  and 
not  one  man  out  of  it:  for,  where  was 
the  man  who  could  refuse  to  admit  that  the 
grand  source  of  relief  to  the  country  must 
be  in  a  diminution  of  its  burdens  ?  Still, 
while  be  felt  all  the  value  of  reduction,  he 
felt  that,  spite  of  all  reduction,  much  pres- 
sure must  remain.  It  would  be  deceiving 
the  House,  if  he  were  to  hesitate  in  avow- 
ing, that,  after  every  resource  of  economy 
was  exhausted,  much  evil  would  continue 
to  exist.  He  did  not  mean  to  convey  an 
impression  that  the  evil  so  remaining  woud 
be  intolerable :  the  relief  that  retrench- 
ment and  reduction  wouid  afibrd  would 
give  the  country  spirit  to  endure  the  bur- 
en  that  was  left ;  but  a  very  considerable 
burden  would  be  left.  And  here,  again, 
the  pressure  fell  most  heavily  upon  the  agri- 
cultural classes,  in  consequnece  of  the 
peculiar  situation  of  their  a&iiirs.  It  was 
often  said,  with  reference  to  ihe  subject  of 
prices,  that  they  were  not  lower  now  than 
they  had  been  before  the  war.  Perhaps 
they  were  not  quite  so  low.  Then  wh^,  it 
was  asked  could  not  men  bear  low  prices 
now,  as  they  bore  them  in  1792  and  1793  f 
If  there  were  no  taxes  in  thecountry,  nor 
any  debts  existing,  they  could  bear  them. 
Independently  ofthe  overwhelming  pub- 
lic debt,  the  debts  of  individuals  to  each 
other  were  to  be  considered ;  and  the  al- 
terations in  the  currency,  both  the  risins 
it  and  the  sinking  it,  had  been  most  fatiu 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  act 
of  1797  had  fed  to  facilities  both  of 
cash  and  of  credit ;  and  those  facilities  had 
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led  to  tpeculatbnsy  the.  effects  of  which 
were  apparent  id  our  Gazette.  It  was  not 
to  traders  that  such  speculations  had  been 
confined.  Professional  tnen  had  been 
tempted  to  adventur&-*-men  who  would 
never  have  dreamt  of  speculation*  had  the 
currency  remained  in  its  natural  and  healthy 
state.  DUtf  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  ad- 
venturers, had  stood  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, whose  names  were  excluded  from 
the  list  of  bankrupts,  but  whose  distress 
was  apparent*  from  signs  which  could  not 
be  mistaken.  To  those  very  speculations 
of  the  agriculturists  part  of  tlie  present 
distrciss  was  attributable.  Their  profit^ 
tempted  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : 
their  exertions  had  a  tendency  to  over- 
production ;  and  with  all  this  went  on  a 
facility  of  contracting  debts*  which,  under 
any 'Other  stale  oi  the  currency,  they 
would  not  have  incurred,  if  they  could, 
and  which  they  could  not  have  contracted 
even  had  they  been  so  disposed.  It  was 
said,  that  the  land-owners  had  flourished 
under  that  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
while  all  the  other  interests  of  the  country 
had  been  suffisrinffw— that  the  farmers  had 
benefited  by  high  prices,  which  crushed 
the  trader  and  manufiicturer.  But  the 
manu&cturer  had  the  means  of  evading 
those  high  prices^  by  the  mass  of 
machinery  whidi  he  substituted  for  human 
labour.  The  cotton-machinery  was  so 
improved  within  the  last  thirty  years, 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  high  prices  and 
taxation,  that  one  man  procuiced  now  one 
hundred  times  as  much  as  he  had  pro- 
duced formerly^  It  was  JK)t  so  with  the 
agriculturist.  The  improvemenjtsin  farm- 
ing had  certainly  been  considerable ;  but 
a  man  could  not  produce  a  hundred  times 
as  much  as  he  had  produced  formerly. 
Nor  was  the  gain  dunne  those  years  of 
high  prices  so  complete^  oneway  as  had 
b^n  assumed.  Wnili^  the  farmers  were 
speculating  in  land,  other  classes  specu- 
lated in  monev<;  and  the  power  of  apeou- 
lation  accrued  equally  to  both,  from  the 
state  of  the  revenue  And  the  condition  of 
the  corrency.  The  fanner  was  chareed 
with  having  made  exclusive  benefit.  Xet 
it  be  remembered,  that  every  man  who 
had  at  one  time  lent  government  50/.  was 
now  a  creditor  to  the  Amount  ^  100/. 
That  millions  and  hundreds  of  millions  had 
been  borrowed,  .and  sometimes  as  low  as 
48  or  4&  He  knew  that  the  S  per  cents, 
had  been  as  low  as  47|  ;  and  he  was  sure 
many  loans  had  heen  made^as  low  as  from 
50  to  60>  others  between  60  and  70 ;  and 


no  smaller  an  amount  than  30O,00O,O0OA 
had  been  borrowed  during  those  years  of 
depreciation.  AU  those  loans  had  now 
risen  from  30  to  50  percent. ;  for  the  ere* 
ditor  could  not  be  paid  off  unless  by  giving 
him  his  100/. ;  9na  so  far,  at  least,  others 
besides  the  farmers  had  made  their  profit 
out  of  the  distresses  of  the  cojaotry.  He 
hoped  he  should  not  be  mistaken.  Hq 
was  far  from  meaning  to  state  the  fact  in- 
vidiously;  but  it  ought  not  to  b^  sQid,  that 
all  the  gain  of  the  expensive  ye^rs  had 
fallen  exclusively  to  the  ahare  of  the  agri- 
culturists. Jf  the  loss  was  not  entirely 
upon  the  monied  man«  neither  was  the 
profit  entirely  with  the  farmen  If  the 
article  in  which  the  farmer  dealt  had  risen, 
his  rent  had  risen  with  it.  Then  he  had  him- 
self, as  a  consumer  and  a  purchaser  of 
labour,  been  affected  by  his  own  high 
prices.  Then,  top,  he  had  enjoyed  all 
the  blessings  of  the  income-tax,  pursuing 
the  increase  of  his  nominal  gains.  The 
fiends  of  the  exchequer  were  up  with  him 
at  every  step;  and  they  dinunished  his 
advABtages  at  least,  if  they  could  not  seize 
them  altogether.  Nor  was  tliis  the  whole. 
The  debts  which  a  depreciated  currency 
had  stimulated  him  to  incur,  he  was  now 
conipelled  to  pay  by  selling  at  low  prices. 
With  an  incoipe  nombally  reduced,  he 
had  to  paj  the  «ame  amount  of  fixed 
money  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his 
creditors^  Suppose  a  man  to  have  an  in- 
come of  10,00(0.  a  year,  Arising  from  his 
rents,  5,000/.  of  which  was  to  go  in  fixed 
money  payments.  If  rents  fdl  fifty  per 
cent.,  which  was  the  case  with  many  land-  ' 
holders  at  the  present  time,  that  mean's  in- 
come was  entirely  gone.  If  rents  fell  2|5 
per  cent,  which  was  perhaps  the  minimum 
at  the  present  moment,  half  his  income 
was  gone  in  the  same  wav.  So  that,  ii^- 
stead  of  being  a  man  of  10,000/.  a  year, 
he  was  in  reality  a  man  of  only  2,500/. 
Having  now  returned  to  the  old  system  of 
currency,  the  first  mode  of  alleviating  the 
misery  of  the  farmer  was,  to  relieve  him 
from  the  taxes  by  which  he  was  oppressed. 
Still,  in  defiance  of  all  retrenchment  and 
all  economy,  much  of  public  burden  would 
necessarily  remain :  and  he  bad  no  hesita- 
tion in  saving,  that  .if,  after  all  the  re- 
sources 01  economy  were  ejihausted^jf 
after  every  possible  reduction  had  hcc^n 
effected-^if  after.a  large  amount  of  load 
was  tfitken  off,  the  country  should  still  find 
the  state  of  the  farming  interest  so  bad, 
that  landed.gentlemen  .could  not  continue 
to  exist  in  such  a  state  of  thiogs,  he  wps 
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Hot  prepared  to  sajr  that  thd  country  ought 
not  to  go  still  farther  in  relief.  His  de- 
cided opinion  upon  the  subject  was,  that 
wliere  the  pressure  was  so  great  and  the 
interest  so  mighty-^for  the  very  existence 
of  the  state  wai  bound  up  in  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  land— the  country  had  only 
one  limit  to  relief— the  making  that  re- 
lief decidedly  effectual — that  if  one  mea- 
sure of  reduction  would  not  do,  recourse 
must  be  had  to  another,  and  from  thence 
to  another;  and  that  if  all  reductions 
were  found  insufficient,  the  cotrotry  must 
prepare  for  other  measures,  for  measures 
only  to  be  justified  by  a  paramount  unrea^ 
soning  necessity.  [Loud  Cheers.]  To 
tamper  with  the  public  faith;  to  sully 
the  honour  of  the  country;  to  declare 
a  national  bankruptcy ! — Good  Ood !  who 
hi  his  senses  could  recommend  it^ — 
To  raise  the  denomination  of  the  cur- 
rency higher  i  That  was  a  gentler  form 
of  speech;  but  it  amounted  pretty  nearly 
to  the  same  thing.  To  attack  the  standard 
secretly  or  openly?  Acts  differing  only 
from  each  other,  as  open  violence  difiered 
from  secret  fraud.  He  did  not  sa^  that  the 
Country  ought  to  make  up  its  mmd  easily 
to  such  a  course ;  for  it  was  one  thing  to 
have  kept  the  currency  where  it  was  a  few 
years  ago,  and  another  thing,  bavins  re- 
established It,  again  to  alter  the  standard. 
Many  persons  would  have  agreed  to  keep 
the  currency  down,  where  it  would  have 
been  to  the  great  and  equitable  relief  of 
the  country,  if  it  had  remained,  who  would 
not  now  agree  toretrace  their  steps,  and  to 
change  the  state  of  things  once  more. 
And  with  cause ;  for  the  thmg  itself  would 
be  worse,  and  the  example  would  be  ten 
thousand  times  worse,  as  it  would  be  easier 
to  follow  it  in  cases  of  future  difficulty. 
But  necessity — if  necessity  did  come — if 
that  hour  did  arrive,  when  there  was  no 
possibility  of  negociation,  whose  mandate 
Was  peremptory  and  must  instantly  be 
obeyed  J  and  he  slrould  say  that  the  hour 
of  nccessitv  was  come,  if  the  landowners 
of  England  were  to  continue  permanently 
in  the  state,  ot*  in  ady  thing  like  the  state, 
in  which  they  now  stood :  for  it  was  well 
to  talk,  in  honied  accents,  of  suiting  the 
supply  to  the  demand,  and  throwipg  bad 
land  out  of  cultivation— of  changes  in 
tocieiy,  from  One  employment  to  another 
— of  tilinsfer  (for  that  was  an  expfession 
which  did  wonders^,  trnd'Of  whiTtOOe  man 
lost  being  gained  by  another.  These 
'Words— however  smoothly  they  might 
lionndiipon  thetotigue,  would  befound> 


if  interpreted,  full  of  serious  and  of  dan- 
gerous meaning.  They  supposed  the  lay- 
ing waste  of  a  large  and  fair  proportion  of 
England — the  breaking  up  of  all  endearing 
connexions;  the  destruction  of  all  locu 
attachments— the  most  iVightful  agonies  to 
which  the  human  mind  could  be  subjected. 
They  looked  to  the  tearing  up  by  the  roots 
that  fabric  of  society  which  might  flourish 
perhaps  in  this  country,  most  ornamentally 
towards  its  summit,  but  which  was  bot* 
tomedupon  thefoundationjcv'^n  solid  landed 
hiterest,  and  tvhich  must  crumble  into  dust 
when  that  landed  interest  should  t>e  no 
more.  And  he  said  that  the  landed  in- 
terest was  no  more,  when  proprietors  were 
reduced  to  traffic  in  securities— 'when  thev 
were  compelled,  from  day  to  day,  to  a  life 
of  traffic  and  of  speculation,  instead  of  liv- 
ing like  country  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen 
of  England.  To  be  distressed  hj  every 
little  neighbour  within  sight  of  his  gate ; 
to  be  fearful  at  the  approadi  of  every  new 
comer ;  to  glean  a  scanty  pittance  of  rent 
from  a  tenantry,  as  stmerinff  as  them- 
selves ;  and  St  fast  having  gleaned  from 
that  tenantry  all  their  earnings,  to  be 
forced  to  come  upon  their  savings;  and, 
their  savings  beingexhausted,  tobe  obli^^ 
to  drive  them  out  or  sell  them  up,  takmg 
the  rent  (as  it  was  now  taken)  out  of  the 
farmer's  capital,  and  not  out  of  his  re- 
venue ;  and  then  being  forced  to  mortgage 
and  eventually  to  sell ;  then  the  process  of 
transfer,  as  it  was  called,  became  com- 
plete ;  and,  instead  of  the  former  owners, 
a  new  race  of  proprietors  were  distribute 
ed  through  the  country.  To  that  conclu- 
sion the  thing  must,  afler  all,  come.  Persons 
talked  of  the  ruin  of  the  landed  interest: 
but  it  was  not  meant  to  say  that  pro- 
prietors would  be  destroyed:  tnat  the  land 
would  become  sterll  or  sink  in  the  sea,  or 
that  the  houses  would  be  levelled,  and  the 
owners  exterminated.  No :  what  was  to 
be  understood  by  the  ruin  of  a  great  class, 
and  by  the  destruction  of  one  of  the  most 
commanding  interests  in  the  country,  was 
shortly  this— a  great  change  of  property ; 
much  individual  misery ;  the  whole  rela- 
tions of  the  class  destroyed;  or  the  relations 
of  that  class  to  the  rest  of  society,  and  those 
ofits  members  to  each  other.  Such  was  what 
was  called  the  destruction  of  a  class:  and 
when  it  happened  to  a  commonitv,  it  be- 
came the^destruetion  of  a  state.  £Cheers.] 
'Once  more  then,  if  economy  was  not 
found  effectual,  parliament  was  bound  to 
do  that  wfaidi  would  be  effectual ;  for,  at 
all  events  and  at  all  hazards,  it  was  theh* 
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datj  to  fave  the  state.  Ood  forbid,  that 
any  man  should  even  whisper  such  an  ex- 
pedient as  that,  from  which  every  well'^on- 
stituted  mind  roost  recoil^  the  compound- 
ing with  the  nubh'c  creditor,  or  the  tam- 
pering with  the  currency—while  parlia- 
ment possessed  the  power  of  reh'eving  the 
existing  distress,  by  a  diminution  of  taxa^ 
don,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  economy  1 
He  said,  therefore,  that  the  only  measure 
of  mitigating  the  great  evil  which  at  present 
oppressed  sodj^ty  was,  to  reduce,  by  eveiy 
expedient,  tne  burdens  of  taxation.  This 
was  to  be  done  by  real  and  efficient  re- 
trenchment, not  by  loppmg  off  the  sala- 
ries of  petty  clerks,  and  by  little  jobs  of 
that  kind,  such  as  consolidating  a  few 
clerkships  in  one,  to  serve  the  dependant 
of  some  great  man.  It  was  not  by  petty 
unjust  savings  of  this  kind  that  real  re* 
trenchment  was  to  be  effected — but  by 
beginning  at  the  highest  and  going  down 
to  the  lowest  salaries,  till  every  class  of 
the  state  was  included.  He  hoped  they 
would  not  be  any  longer  told,  that  public 
men  were  not  to  be  borne  hard  upon,  when 
it  was  the  fact  that  they  were  the  only 
class  who  had  not  suffered  enormously. 

&  Cheers.]-  He  would  not  say  whether 
ley  ought  to  be  reduced  15  or  20  per 
cent. ;  but  they  ought  to  be  reduced  in 
such  a  proportion  as  would  be  likely  to 
gWe  efficient  relief  to  the  suflFerine  classes 
of  the  community.  He  had  looked  into 
the  papers  on  the  table  with  respect  to 
the  reduction ;  he  did  not  make  any  re- 
ference to  this  year  or  to  the  one  million 
and  a  half  to  be  deducted,  half  a  million 
of  which  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  death 
of  Buonaparte,  and  another  regretted  event 
—the  lamented  death  of  the  Queen.  The 
document  to  which  he  was  about  to  refer 
contained  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  salaries  of  public  officers  from 
the  year  1792  to  the  present  time.  To 
show  how  impossible  it  was  to  repose  con- 
fidence in  men,  who  said  that  they  had 
brought  the  expenditure  of  the  country  as 
low  as  it  could  be  brought,  he  would  re- 
fer in  the  first  place,  to  the  papers  of  last 
year.  He  found  in  one  place  an  account 
of  offices  abolished,  or  said  to  be  abolished, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  Income  tax ;  and 
in  that  department,  it  appeared,  that  places 
were  cut  off  to  the  amount  of  1,500/.  a 
year.  Now,  accordins  to  Mr.  Perceval's 
act,  persons  retiring  atter  a  long  employ- 
ment from  public  offices,  were  allowed  a 
retiring  pension,  according  to  the  length 
of  their  service.    Those  who  had  served 


twenty  years,  retired  upon  one  half  their 
salary;  those  who  had  served  thirty 
years,  took  two  thirds ;  and  forty  years, 
three  fourths,  and  so  on.  Now,  it  might 
fairly  be  doubted,  whether  persons  whoke 
offices  were  abolished  stood  entitled  to  such 
large  allowances  as  those  who  retired /rom 
age  or  infirmity ;  but,  at  all  events,  if  the 
liberality  of  ministers  was  to  give  to  those 
persons  the  full  benefit  of  the  act  in  question, 
It  might  reasonably  have  been  expected 
that  mey  would  not  have  gone  beyond  it. 
How  did  the  fact  stand  I  Simply  thus— 
the  offices  abolished  amounted  to  1,500& 
a  year.  The  saving  to  the  public  by  that 
abolition  was  300/.  But  he  would  show 
that  within  the  last  few  years,  augmenta- 
tion rather  than  diminution  of  stipend  had 
been  ^ing  on;  or  that  they  had  been 
marching  hand  in  hand,  the  one  at  least 
as  operative  as  the  other.  The  years 
1815  and  1816  had  been  years  of  low 
prices  and  of  affected  economy ;  and  tlie 
year  1816,  one  would  have  thought,  of 
all  the  years  in  the  circle,  was  the  farthest 
from  warranting  an  increase  of  salary. 
And  yet,  he  found  the  commissioners  of 
Customs  and  of  Excise,  apd  the  chairmen 
of  those  boards,  in  the  year  1816,  en- 
dowed with  an  addition  to  their  already 
considerable  stipend.  At  a  time  when,  in* 
stead  of  adding  any  thing,  part  ought  to 
have  been  taken  away,  these  increases 
were  given,  as  compensations  for  loss 
of  patronage.  Two  or  three  yachts  had 
been  laid  up,  the  nomination  of  officers 
to  them  ceased ;  and  that  was  a  calamity 
to  be  made  up  by  an  increase  of  salary  I 
But  the  taste  of  ministers  in  these 
matters  was  quite  delightful,  as  well  as 
the  neatness,  the  uniformity  which  their 
arrangements  displayed :  for,  to  preserve 
the  symmetry  of  the  whole  set  of 
offices,  the  commissioners  of  Stamps  got 
the  same  increase  of  salary,  altuough 
they  had  lost  no  patronage  at  all. 
{K  member  here  said,  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  Stamps  h'ad  lost  some  patron- 
age.] He  could  not  but  be  delighted  at 
the  style  in  which  these  rights  were  as- 
serted, and  at  the  nicety  with  which  the 
worth  of  patroriage  was  estimated  in  mo- 
ney. But  there  was  another  instance  of 
augmentation  in  the  year  1817,  which  waa 
really  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House : 
it  was,  to  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the 
board  of  control.  The  original  salary  at- 
tached to  that  situation  was  1,500^.  a  year. 
It  was  thought,  however,  that  l,50<tf.  a 
year  was  too  little  for  an  office  of  sucb 
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iaportance,  and  id  1813  or  1814»  300/.  a 
year  was  added,  making  the  salary  1,800/. 
WkhiD  two  years  aAer,  to  wit  io  the  year 
18159  It  was  discovered  that  the  hon. 
member  who  dignified  the  office  had  been 
no  Jess  than  five  years  in  possession  of  his 
aituation.   Conduct  so  praiseworthy  could 
not  decently  go  unrewarded.    If  such  an 
act  did  not  deserve  renunerationi  what 
did  ?  If  it  was  not  merit  who  could  hope 
to  be  meritorious?       Five  years  in  his 
post  I  It  was  a  signal  instance  of  that  pro- 
pensity to  keep  placei  which  was  the  sup* 
port  of  ministers,  and  the  blessing  of  the 
country  1    ||Much  laughter.]     **  Let  his 
salary,^'  said  ministers  with  one  voice—* 
«•  be  increased  200^  a  year.'*    And  for 
the  hon.  secretary's  religious  adherence  to 
office,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  him  to 
persevere  still  further  in  the  same  virtuous 
course,,  his  salary,  from  1,800/.  was  raised 
to  2,000/.  per  annum.  So  bright  a  reward 
for  meritorious  conduct  could  scarcely 
£ul  to  produce  the  best  effects:  and  in 
fiu^t,  the  honourable  secretary  continued 
two  years  longer  in  office,  to  evince  his 
gratitude  for  the  bounty  which  had  been 
showered  upon  him.     What!  two  years 
more?     he    must    be   rewarded    again 
[shouts  of  laughter] — or  the  state  will  go 
to  decay  for  want  of  steady  servants !    It 
would  be  in  vain  to  have  great  places  of 
ItSOOL  and  2,000/.  a  year,  if  they  did  not 
reward  fideh'ty  like  this!    Accordingly, 
the  salary  was  advanced  200/.  a  year  more, 
attaining  then— it  was  hard  to  say  the 
MAcimtfiii— .but  attaining  the  line    upon 
which  it  rested  just  at  present.    After  re- 
trenchment promised  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country ;  after  pledges  of  retrench- 
ment year  aher  year  carried  up  to  the 
Throne:  and  after  a  direct  report  from 
the  committee  of  finance^  recommending 
that  no  soch  augmentations  to  salaries 
ahoold  be  made,  ••  because  the  committee 
tboQgbt  the  principle  was  liable  to  abuse,** 
such  was  the  course  that  ministers  had 
taken.    The  very  instance  which  had  just 
been  quoted  proved,  that  the  words  of  the 
finance  committee  had  been  prophetic; 
but  if  the  country  wished  to  continue  as  a 
nation  at  all — if  she  was  to  be  raised,  or 
attempted  to  be  raised  from  bankruptcy 
and  from  ruin,  the  sode  of  her  expendi- 
ture must  be  in  reality  reduced.      What 
were  the  plans  to  which  other  gentlemen 
looked  forward,  it  was  not  for  him  to  say ; 
be  trusted  only  that  among  all  the  per- 
sona to  whom  be  was  now  speaking  tnere 
VOL.  VI. 


was  no  individual  who  would  lend  an  ear 
to  relieving  the  distresses  of  the  landed 
interest  by  increasing  in  any  way  the  faci- 
lity of  borrowing.  Whether  that  borrow- 
ing was  tO|  be  from  government  directly, 
so  as  to  subject  the  farmers  to  the  only 
curse  with  which  they  were  not  vet 
afflicted— Exchequer  process ;  or  whether 
it  was  to  come  through  any  intermediate 
channel,  it  would  turn  out  to  be  an  ag- 
gravation rather  than  a  mitigation  of  the 
evil.  He  warned  them,  for  he  had  heard 
portentous  reports,  against  opening  their 
ears  to  any  proposition  for  changiog  the 
taxes,  or  for  shifting  the  burthen  from 
one  set  of  sufferers  to  another.  Such  a 
measure,  let  land-owners  be  assured, 
would  a^ord  them,  even  at  the  present 
moment,  very  'slight  relief:  and  would 
tend  most  inevitably  to  the  revival  of  the 
income-tax.  Let  the  country  profit  by 
the  experience  of  former  years ;  let  the 
people  recollect  the  manner  in  which  the 
mcome-tax  had  been  introduced,  the  al- 
most imperceptible  degrees  by  which  it 
had  grown  up,  and  the  curse  which  it  had 
eventually  become !  Let  those  who  had 
groaned  under  that  precious  Impost  be- 
ware, now  they  had  got  rid  of  it,  how 
they  opened  a  door  to  its  return  !  Let 
them  judge,  if  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer once  more  got  his  foot  upon  that 
chosen  ground,  if  he  would  ever  abandon 
it  until  he  had  drained  them  of  their  last 
shilling.  However  light  the  pressure 
might  first  appear,  it  would  soon  he  se- 
verely and  oppressively  felt : — 

^Parva  metu  prime:    mox  sese  attolit   in 

auras, 
Ingrediturque  $oU>** 

If  thev  looked  to  the  returns  of  what  the 
landed  mterest  had  paid,  and  considered 
the  many  burthens  with  which  they  were 
at  present  oppressed,  it  would  be  evident 
that  such  a  tax,  however  modified,  was 
one  which  they  could  not  endure.  But 
his  objection  was  not  merely  to  the  un- 
equal pressure  of  taxation  which  would 
be  thus  produced,  but  to  the  enormous 
glut  which  would  be  thereby  given  to  the 
grossest  extravagance.  From  all  he  had 
heard,  not  from  ministers,  but  from  those 
adherents  who  too  much  countenanced 
them,  he  felt  he  should  not  be  discharg- 
ing his  duty  if  he  did  not  guard  mem- 
bers against  those  visionary  sdiemes  by 
which  it  was  proposed  to  aid  the  distressed 
classes-HidiemeS)  visionary  in  every  thing 
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ttom  which  real  relief  eontd  be  expected, 
aDd  substantial  in  nothing  bat  in  their 
1>eing  a  bar  to  a  practicS  reduction  of 
taxation. 

In  concluding  his  dbserrations,  which 
lie  feared  had  been  already  too  manj,  he 
begged  again  to  state,  in  order  to  guard 
himself  against  ant  misconstruction,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  resolution  which 
he  was  about  to  submit,  that  would  pledge 
any  member  to  any  particular  kind  of  re- 
duction or  retrenchment*  Those  who 
still  maintained  the  foolish  and  extrsYa- 
vant  idea,  that  a  sinking  (iind,  such  as 
ours  ought  to  be  supported,  might  still 
vote  for  his  resolution,  because  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  directly  militated 
against  that  system.  Those  who  opposed 
that  system  as  one,  the  deception  and  fal- 
lacy of  which  had  already  been  exposed, 
mi^ht  also  vote  with  him  without  any  vio- 
lation of  political  feeling.  All  that  the 
resolution  said  was,  that  a  reduction  of 
taxation  was  necessary  to  the  relief  of 
the  country ;  and,  therefore,  all  the  gen- 
tlemen who  were  of  opbion  (and  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  many  hon.  mem- 
bers in  that  House  thought  with  him  at 
least)  might  all  give  their  votes  with  him 
in  safety*  The  only  persons  whose  votes 
he  couui  not  ask,  whose  votes  he  could 
not  expect,  were  those  who  imagined  that 
there  was  another  nostrum  more  effica* 
cioos  than  the  remedy  which  he  proposed ; 
—who  imagined  that  the  taxes,  ana  those 
who  lived  by  the  taxes,  were  a  benefit  to 
the  country— -who  imagined,  with  the 
diaooeUor  of  the  Exchequer  that  a  redue- 
tion  would  be  a  serious  and  crying  evil  to 
society.  The  hon*  and  learned  BieoEibcr 
concluded,  amidst  loud  cheers,  by  moving 
**  Tliat  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  thb 
House,  well-considering  the  pressure  of 
Public  Burthens  upon  all,  but  especially 
the  Agricultural  Classes,  to  obtain  for  the 
suffering  People  of  these  Realms  such  a 
reduction  of  the  taxes  as  may  be  suited  to 
the  change  in  the  value  of  money,  and 
may  afford  an  immediate  reHef  to  the 
distresses  of  the  Countrv*'' 

The  Marquis  a(  Londonderry  said,  that 
in  rising  to  address  the  House  after  the 
long,  the  able,  and  elaborate  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  member,  tie  could 
assure  them,  that  if  he  felt  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  the  proposition  which  had 
been  laid  down  (in  no  very  practical  or 
intelligible  shape  he  must  admit),  he 
would  at  once  accede  to  it.  The  hon. 
and  learned  member  had  certainly  a  right 


to  propose  the  roduclion  of  the  expendi^i- 
ture,  and  the  introduction  of  ecoooao^, 
to  the  utmost  farthing ;  as  such  a  prepo- 
sition would  be  of  course  submitted  to 
the  good  sense  and  discernment  of  tlie 
House.  But  he  must  condemn  and  set 
his  hce  against  the  cloaked  and  roysleri* 
ous  terms  in  which  the  hon.  and  leaineA 
member  had  hinted  at  the  measures  te 
which  the  landed  interests  were  to  look 
for  protectk>n.  He  feh  pleased  and  grati'- 
fied  at  being  relieved  from  the  necessity 
of  followmg  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
through  all  the  florid  declamation  witH 
which  he  had  favoured  the  House,  or  of 
removing  from  their  nmids  the  horrors 
which  that  declamation  was  calculated  to 
inspire.  When  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  could  convince  that  House  that 
the  reductions  which  he  proposed  could 
be  made  without  any  injury  to  the  state, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  could  his  proposed 
plan  be  put  in  execution.  In  lookrag  to 
the  extensive  ranee,  and  lengthened  de- 
tail of  argument,  into  which  &t  hon.  and 
learned  member  had  gone,  he  could  assure 
those  who  heard  htm,  that  if,  in  the  course 
of  that  argument,  any  practical  remedy 
which  could  be  supported  by  sense  er 
reason  had  been  submitted  te  him,  he 
would  not  have  opposed  it ;  nor  ousfit  he, 
perhaps,  to  have  immediateljr  foftowed 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  in  what  he 
had  proposed,  for  he  had  the  honour  of 
sitting  amongst  gentfemen  who  were  much 
better  able  to  detect  and  expose  the  folia- 
des  of  that  hon.  and  learned  member 
than  he  could  pretend  to  be.  But  that 
was  not  now  the  question.  The  question 
to  be  considered  was,  what  was  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber had  placed  himself,  the  Hoese  (for 
not  even  the  House  itself  had  escaped  his 
lash^,  and  the  country,  bv  the  present 
motion.  Were  they  to  follow  implicitly 
the  doctrines  of  the  hon.  and  learned  een* 
tieman  ?  Were  they  at  once  to  pin  tneir 
faith  on  what  had  been  advanced  or  him} 
No :  they  must  look  to  all  the  circtini* 
stances  of  the  case;  they  must  take 
within  their  view  the  various  interests  of 
the  country ;  and  after  having  so  done,  it 
would  be  their  duty  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  in  their  wisdom  they  deemed 
most  effective  In  affording  relief.  In 
commg  to  a  decision  upon  this  question, 
be  was  sure  that  gentleman  woidd  dis- 
charge their  duty  wthfully  to  themselves, 
their  constituents,  and  to  pdsteri^. 
He  should  now  proceed  to  touch  upon 
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of  Ae  leading  topkt  of  ibe  hop* 
•nd  learned  iiieaiber'«  speech :  and  here 
he  HMBl  olwnr^  that  if  the  hpn.  and 
kamed  laeiiiber  bad  felt  satlfied  that  the 
dUatntaeshe  deawbed  exiatad»  and  that 
the  reiaedy  be  proposed  waa  absolutely 
aM»8sary»  then  ihat  bon»  and  learned 
PMmhnr  should  QOt  halve  arraigned  the 
oondnci  of  goverament  in  entering  iata 
Ae  kat  war;  he  should  not  have  en- 
teiTonred  to  throv  oat  calamoies»  not 
onlj  against  ministefa  but  against  parlia- 
■ient  itself;  be  should  havcf  kept  in  vieir 
the  pubUc  interests  and  the  pubbc  in- 
teteats  oidy ;  aod«  above  all,  be  should 
iMve  trusted  sonietbing  to  persons  who, 
firon  ibeir  offidal  skuatioos,  w^re  likely 
to  be  hotter  ioforaied  as  to  the   de- 

of    the  situation    of    the   coun- 


try than  the  boo.  member  waa  likely  to 
hew    But  the  boa*  and  learaed  meoaber 
had  not  done  this :  aay,  so  anxious  were 
be  and   bis  frieods  upon   the  subject, 
that  they  were  prepared  on  the  opening 
of  parlianaent-«-upon  the  first  hearing  <^ 
the  address,  to  call  for  tlie  final  decision 
of  the  UoiMe  upon  this  great  questioa-*- 
a  question  which  involved  the  first  and 
dearest   interesta  of  the  country,   and 
entangled  aa  it  was  bv  a  variety  of  con* 
aiderations.    He  shoidd  here  point  out 
the  difference  between  his  own  conduct 
and  that  of  the  hon*  and  ieamed  member 
upoD  tills  occasion.  The  hen.  and  learned 
m&BoSbet  endeavoured  to  press,   or  be 
irodUl  aajr  entrap  the  House,  into  a  pre* 
Bsatuee  clecision  upon  the  queatioD ;  while 
he  (lord  L.)  felt  that  he  should  be  guilty 
of  a  dereliction  of  duty  aa  a  minister  iS 
the  Crown,  if  he  proposed  for  tbeir.ded* 
sioa  a  qaestion  of  such  grave  and  vital 
iamortance,  without  ^ving  time  for  the 
foUeit  and  most  sertous  consideration. 
The  bon.  and  learned  member,  however, 
would  have  the  decided  opinions  of  the 
Hooae  delivered  at  once  upon  this  great 
question.  But  this  was  not  all.  The  boo. 
and  learned  measber  had  found  fault  with 
the  hst  war;  and  particularly  with  the 
eapenditwre  of  the  last  three  years  of 
that  war.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  and  learn* 
ed  geniiemao,  be  would  ask  the  House, 
whether  this  was  a  proper  period  at  which 
to  introduce  such  a  question  ?  He  would 
call  upon  them  to  recollect,  that  during  a 
part  of  that  war,  the  gentlemen  opposHe 
were  aa  ready  to  grant  aoppiies  as  miaia- 
ters  laere  to  ask  fi»r  them?    And  he 
should  say,  without  fear  of  cootcadiotion, 
that  it  mu  omng  to  the  expenditiire. 


that  tills  country  owed  the  proud  situa- 
tion which  she  now  held  among  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.    The  hon.  and  learned 
member  had  also  attacked  the  finance 
committeeof  1817,  and  had  described  them 
as  persons  entirely  subservient  to  minis- 
ters.   Now  he  would  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  this  was  dealing  fiurly  with  those 
gentlemen?    He  would  put  it  to  those 
who  heard  biro,  whether  that  committee 
did  not  consist  of  gentlemen  of  as  honour- 
able and  as  independent  character  as  any 
to  be  found,  either  in  that  House  or  the 
country.    But  it  was  one  thing  to  devise 
and  carry  on  measures  during  a  period  of 
danger  and  difficulty,  and  another  to  God 
ftuH  when  those  dangers  and  difficulties 
were  overcome.    The  hon.  and  learned 
membor  had  talked  of  the  estimates,  and 
of  their  enormous   amount   during   the 
war ;   but  were  those  to  be  coolly  calcu- 
lated in  moments  when  the  honour  of 
the  British   arms  was   engaged?    Waa  ^ 
the  duke  of  Wellinffton,  in  drawing  up 
the  lines  at  Torres  Yedras,  to  calculate 
the  estimates  of  his  expenses,  and  sus- 
pend his  operations  until  those  estimates 
could  be  discussed  in  parliament  ?    Had 
such  been   the  practice  of  thst  great 
captain,   the  country  would   not  havo 
had  to  record  so  many  glorious  achieve- 
ments  of  her  armies  under  his  command. 
But,  when  estimates,  and  their  pressure 
upon  the  country  were  talked  of,  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  fever  for  military 
glory,  as  it  was  called,  was  not  all  on  the 
ministerial  side  of  the  House.    He  re- 
collected well  that  a  main  support  was  given 
to  those  mUitarv  measures  from  the  other 
side ;  and  he  also  recollected,  that  not  a 
word  was  said  about  the  amount  of  those 
estimates    when    the    enemy    was    at 
Boulogne,    and  we  were  fortifying   the 
heights  at  Dover.    At  that  time  an  bon. 
member,  general  Craufurd,  who  sat  on 
^e  opposite  benches,  was,  night  after 
night,  ringing  in  their  ears  the  necessity 
of  some  stronger  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.    Mr.  Windham,  too,  a 
gentleman  for  whose  memory  he  had  the 
greatest  respect,  was  an  advocate,  and 
a  warm  one,  for  strong  military  measures; 
and  the  system  was  canonized  soon  after 
by  his  being  made  war-minister.    And 
when  the  learned  gendeman  talked  of  the 
increase  of  millions  in  oar  estimates,  he 
should  recollect  that  a  great  part  of  tton 
were  increased  by  Mr.  Windhmn's  phw 
for  iacreasiog  the  pay  and  limiting  the 
service  ia  the  army ;  and  that  some  of  the 
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millions  talked  of  might  have  been  saved 
bat  for  that  plan  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  himself  had  given  hit 
support.  Another  exaggeration  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  was,  that  we 
had  the  same  desree  of  taxation  in  peace 
as  in  war ;  but  did  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  not  take  into  account,  that  at  the 
close  of  the  war  we  had  reduced  taxation 
to  the  amoimt  of  18  millions— a  relief 
which  no  country  in  Europe  could  boast 
at  the  time.  He  mentioned  these  points 
to  recal  to  the  attention  of  the  House  the 
spirit  of  crimination  and  exaggeration  in 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  member  had 
indulged.  Now  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  House  with  respect  to  this  question  ? 
The  Speech  from  the  throne  announced 
the  distresses  of  the  country ;  and  his  ma- 
jesty threw  himself  on  his  parliament,  on 
that  momentous  subject.  Now,  he  put 
k  to  the  House,  whether,  in  the  address 
.  on  that  speech,  his  majesty  could  have 
got  any  conclusive  answer  on  that  point  ? 
Whether,  in  two  or  three  days,  the  House 
could  have  come  to  any  practical  conclu« 
sion  upon  so  important  a  question  ?  On 
the  occasion  of  voting  the  address,  he  had 
distinctly  stated,  that  ministers  would  at 
a  very  early  day  be  prepared  to  lay  be- 
fore parliament  a  statement  of  what  they 
intended  to  propose,  and  that  the  subjects 
upon  which  they  would  touch  would  be- 
come matters  of  separate  discussion. 
They  did  not  wish  to  take  credit  for  any 
thing  which  was  not  then  fully  made 
known ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  stated, 
that  no  member  would  be  pledged  by  the 
voce  which  he  gave  on  that  occasion,  to 
the  support  of  any  of  the  measures  which 
might  be  aubsequently  brought  forward. 
So  he  would  now  say,  and  by  supporting 
theprevious  question,  with  which  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  meet  the  hon.  and 
learned  member's  motion,  no  member 
would  be  precluded  from  supporting  any 
measure  of  reduction  which  might  be 
proposed  hereafter.  By  moving  the  pre- 
vious question,  he  meant  not  to  say,  that 
the  subject  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  proposed  might  not  be 
discussed  hereafter ;  but  merely  that  the 
present  was  not  the  proper  time  for  the 
introduction.  All  he  claimed  was,-  that 
the  House  should  not  decide,  until  they 
had  the  whole  subject  fully  before  them. 
He  would  have  them  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  such  important  matters  with 
all  that  light  upon  them  which  would 
be  calculated  to  direct  Ihem  to  a  just 


conclusion.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny, 
that  instances  might  be  shown  in  which 
parliament  would  be  justified  in  retracing 
some  of  its  steps :  but  surely  the  House 
were  not  to  be  told  that  they  were  to 
come  to  such  a  conclusion  oo  a  single 
speech,  without  data  to  go  upon,  wad 
without  time  for  the  fbllast  conmeratioB* 
All  then,  that  he  called  upon  the  Houae 
to  do,  was,  to  wait  till  that  oppOKnuky 
sliould  arrive.  He  was  prepmd  to  go 
as  far  as  the  hon.  and  learned  geotletneii 
in  valuing  those  sound  principles  of 
economy  which  ought  to  guide  a  govern- 
ment ;  but  then  he  would  not  allow  him- 
self to  be  borne  along  bj  declamatory 
statements  about  a  mystenous  necesdtVy 
to  which  we  were  to  bow.  He  would 
say,  that  we  should  not  bow  to  any  ne- 
cessity— he  meant  alleged  necessity,  for 
he  did  not  admit  that  any  rod  neoessity 
existed,  which  should  induce  pariiameot 
to  violate  the  faith  of  the  country,  or  to 
infringe  upon  those  principles  of  eter- 
nal justice  on  which  its  engagementa 
should  depend.  He  would  not  at  the 
present  moment  allow  himself  so  far  to 
anticipate  the  plans  which  his  majeaty'a 
ministers  would  submit  to  the  conindera- 
tion  of  parliament,  as  to  ssy  what  would 
be  a  relief  to  the  distress  which  prevailed; 
thouffh  he  would  say,  that  in  considering 
the  distress,  he  did  not  mean  to  deny  UiaC 
there  would  be  some  alleviation  of  taxa- 
tion; but  that  whatever  it  might  be,  it 
would  arise  from  collateral  circumstances, 
which  would  afford  a  more  solid  guarantee 
of  relief  than  those  plans  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  seemed  to  contem- 
plate. He  could  not,  however,  go  at 
that  moment  into  the  detail  of  the  parti- 
cular measures,  without  improperly  in- 
troducing thst  which  would  better  appear 
at  another  period.  Surely  the  hpn.  and 
learned  member,  if  he  wished  the  House 
to  come  to  a  right  conclusion  on  the  sub- 
lects  he  had  introduced,  would  not  have 
hurried  them  in  the  manner  he  had  done! 
The  present  motion  of  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed member  was  indeed  nothing  more 
than  an  attempt,  by  a  party  vote,  to  cast 
a  censure  on  ministers,  and  to  withdraw 
from  them  that  confidence  which  they 
possessed.  For  he  put  it  to  the  House 
—he  put  it  to  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman himself— whether,  without  refer- 
ence to  our  income  and  expenditure, 
without  any  knowledge  of  what  ministera 
intended  to  propeae,  it  could  have  any 
oAer  object  i    He  would  aay^  if  aock  waa 
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the  intention  of  the  hon.  member— if  the 
House  should  choose  to  go  with  him  in 
withdrawing  their  confidence  from  the 
ministers— -why  then  it  would  be  better 
at  once  that  some  others  should  be  chosen, 
in  order»  before  the  House  came  to  any 
decision  upon  the  question  of  redaction, 
tbey  might  be  informed  of  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  done*  If  the  House  should 
eoncor  with  the  hon«  and  learned  gentle- 
OMUi,  he  would  say,  let  him  take  charge 
of  tbe  administration,  and  have  access  to 
those  documents  which  were  now  in  the 
possession  of  ministers;  and,  having  those 

eipers  in  one  pocket,  and  the  vote  of  the 
ouse  in  the  other,  let  him  then  judge 
wbetlier  it  would  be  prudent  to  come  to 
any  decision  upon  such  a  subject  without 
a  reforenoe  to  those  documents.  But  if, 
as  be  had  just  said,  the  House  sbotild  be 
of  opinion  that  the  hen.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  should  be  placed 
in  the  situation  which  the  present  minis- 
ters now  filled,  which,  he  would  admit, 
were  objects  of  fair  ambition  to  every  man 
in  the  country— if  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  should,  as  no  doubt  he  would, 
be  appointed  to  some  high  trust— that  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or,  some 
other  of  equal  importance,  his  first  object 
in  coming  down  to  that  House  would  be 
•^for  he  would  not  believe  him  rash 
enough  to  be  bound  by  what  he  had  said 
that  night— to  implore  them  not  to  rush 
at  once  to  a  decision  upon  such  a  sub- 
ject as  the  present,  but  to  suspend  their 
opinions  until  he  could  lay  tne  proper 
documents  before  them.  But,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman 
was  not  to  bring  the  House  to  a  decision 
on  these  points.  He  had  embraced  the 
present  opportunity  of  making  a  party 
attack.  The  hon.  and  learned  member 
had  been  recently  elevated  to  a  high  si- 
toation  among  his  party ;  for  if  the  ru- 
mour of  the  few  last  days  were  true,  he 
bad  *been  raised  to  that  trust  which  the 
public  supposed  to  reside  in  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  that  hon.  member  was  not 
well  qualified  for  the  task,  or  had  entirely 
given  it  up  ;  perhaps  he  would  act  while 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  going 
circuit.  The  present  was,  as  he  had  ob- 
served, quite  a  party  question :  but  It  was 
one  well  calculated  to  mislead  those  for 
whom  It  was  intended.  He  trusted, 
liowerer,  that  this  premature  attempt 
would  be  met  with  .a  rebuke  similar  to 
that  with  which  a  like  motiooi  made  by  a 


right  hon.  ffentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Tier- 
ney)  on  a  former  occasion  was  received, 
when  another  party  question  was  raised 
on  the  state  of  the  nation.  He  hoped  the 
good  sense  of  the  House  would  induce 
Uiem  to  treat  this  as  the  former  one  had 
been  treated.  He  would  not  trespass 
farther  on  their  attention.  He  had  stated 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  meet 
this  motion  with  the  previous  question* 
On  the  proper  occasion  he  would  show 
that  the  system  of  relief  to  be  proposed 
by  government  would  be  far  better  calcu- 
late to  efiect  that  object,  and  particularly 
the  relief  of  the  agricultural  classes,  than 
the  plans  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  alluded.  When  this  system 
should  be  opened  to  the  House,  no  meos- 
ber  would  be  pledged  to  vote  upon  it 
until  time  had  been  afforded  for  its  fullest 
consideration;  for  there  was  nothhig 
against  which  he  protested  more  strongly, 
than  the  endeavouring  to  procure  a  con- 
clusion on  an  important  question  by  pre- 
judices excited  in  the  absence  of  full  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  set  itself  against  any  such 
atteinpts.  Ministers,  he  could  assure 
them,  were  prepared  to  adhere  to  every 
principle  of  economy,  and  when  he 
mentioned  the  word  econom;^,  1^  begged 
to  be  imderstood  as  meaning  rational 
economy.  In  a  short  time  die  House 
would  have  to  consider  the  whole  situa- 
tion of  the  country  with  reference  to  its 
income  and  expenditure.  They  would 
then  see  what  reductions  had  been  made, 
and  wliat  £irther,  if  any,  could  be  matte 
with  safety  to  the  public  service.  This 
was,  he  thought,  the  only  fair  way  of 
coming  to  a  rational  conclusion,  and  the 
very  reverse  of  the^  one  adopted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  member.  Protesting 
against  his  plan  as  impracticable,  and, 
ho  would  say,  as  unparliamentary,  he 
would  conclude  with  moving  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Caferq^  said,  that  those  classes  of 
the  community  who  were  in  distress, 
would  no  doubt  feel  much  surprised 
when  they  learned,  that  instead  or  con- 
sidering those  distresses,  ministers  were 
considering  the  situation  of  gentlemen  at 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  with  re- 
ference to  their  own.  The  noble  lord 
seemed  astonished  that  such  a  motioa 
should  have  been  introduced  in  the  ab- 
sence of  full  information  as  to  the  inten- 
tions and  plans  of  ministers.  Now,  hecon- 
tended,  thatasufficient  knowledge  of  tbdr 
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iatentioni  txittod  on  which  to  found  a  mo* 
tlon,  and  exactljr  such  a  motioii  at  that 
propoied  by  his  bon.  and  learned  friend. 
That  motion  was  rendered  neceMary  by 
the  decUutitioni  made  on  the  very  first 
night  of  the  session  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer^  not  only  that  there  was 
to  be  no  redaction  of  taxation,  but  that 
•och  a  redaction  wonid  rather  aggravate 
than  relieve  the  public  ^Kstresses.  Af- 
ter sttch  a  statement  coming  from  one  of 
tke  mmisters,  and  lUrly  presumed  to  be 
the  opinion  of  all>  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House-to  take  the  eariiest  opportunity  of 
coming  to  a  resolution,  binding  ministers 
to  aTMuotion  of  taxes  as  the  only  effec- 
tual remedy  for  the  public  distress.  He 
was  quite  surprised  to  hear  from  the  noble 
lord,  an  assertion,  that  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham's plan  was  the  cause  of  a  vast  in- 
crease of  our  taxes,  and  a  dead  weight  of 
some  millions  upon  the  countrv.  But  the 
iact  was  not  so :  Mr.  Windham's  plan 
was,  an  extension  of  half-pay  in  certain 
cases ;  but  it  was  not  this  necessary  en- 
couragement to  meritorious  exertions 
which  had  created  the  burden :  it  was 
the  extension  of  the  principle  to  the  navy 
and  artillery  which  had  produced  it :  but 
he  would  say,  that  never  was  money  paid 
by  the  pnbhc,  better  deserved,  than  that 
wnich  went  to  reward  the  great  and  me* 
ritorious  efforts  of  the  class  of  men  to 
whom  he  alluded,  and  it  was  too  much  in 
the  noble  lord  who  had  availed  himself  of 
those  services  to  complain  of  the  we%ht 
of  their  reward.  The  noble  lord»  grudged 
this  application  of  the  public  money,  out 
be  made  no  lamentaition  over  the  difer* 
ent  jobs  which  his  hon.  iiiend  bad  ex- 
posed ;  he  made  no  lamentation  over  the 
increase  of  pay  to  certain  officersi  who 
had  no  increase  of  duty  to  perform  ;  he 
made  no  lamentation  over  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Control  raisioc 
his  own  salary  from  1,500^  to  %(XXU. 
a-year,  when  he  had  not  the  misfortune  to 
be  disbanded  with  his  fellows.  He  re- 
quested the  House  would  consider  what 
it  was  Ae  noble  lord  had  proposed  to 
them  :  he  bad  entreated  them  to  vote  for 
the  pnevioos  question,  because  on  Friday 
next  he  intended  to  bring  forward  his 
proposition  for  the  rdief  of  the  agricul- 
tural distress.  If  the  noble  lord  was  sin- 
cere in  his  intention  of  relieving  the  agri- 
cultural iaterest,  the  assenting  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  bon.  and  learned  friend  would 
iavour,  instead  of  interfering  with,  that 
object ;    for  it  would  only  pledge  tlie 
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House  to  the  reduction  of  taxation  an 
one  of  the  means  of  affording  relief.  But 
what  confidence  could  the  House  place 
in  the  noble  lord's  promises  of  relief? 
Had  he  not  in  the  last  session  promised 
that  the  sovemment  would  do  all  that  it 
could  to  alleviate  the  agrictdtural  distress  ? 
And  yet,  what  had  wsa  done  to  redeem 
that  promise  ?  Why,  he  had  sent  all  tho 
agricultural  petitions  to  a  committee,  in 
which  some  of  bis  own  most  active  frienda 
were  the  principal  members,  and  ono 
of  whom  had  absolutely  drawn  up  the  re-» 
port  that  was  afterwards  agreed  upon* 
And  what  relief  had  that  report  brought 
to  them ;  or  what  relief  did  they  anticioate 
from  the  project  on  which  the  noble  lord 
had  that  evenmg  talked  so  lar^v  ? 
He  put  it  to  the  country  gentlemen  to  oe*« 
termine,  whether  they  could  entertain 
any  rational  expectation  of  relief  at  the 
hands  of  the  noble  lord,  when  he  had,  on 
the  present  occasion,  carefully  abstained 
from  contradicting  the  expression  of  tho 
diancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  that  no 
reduction  of  taxation  could  take  (daceu 
If  the  noble  lord  had  had  any  intention  of 
reducmg  taxation,  he  wouki  have  willing* 
ly  stated  that  auch  a  measure  formed  a 
part  of  his  plan ;  but  as  fiur  as  he  could 
collect  firom  what  the  two  members  of  ibo 
executive  govonment  had  aaid»  it  was 
their  intention  to  persist  in  the  heavy 
taxation  by  which  the  oonntry  was  op^ 
pressed.  Now  let  them  consider  what 
would  be  the  e&ct  of  affirming  the  propo* 
sitioa  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
Would  it  not  be  to  compel  the  noble  lord 
te  make  a  reduction  of  taxation  a  part  of 
his  so  much  vaunted  proposition?  He 
believed  the  noble  lord  thought  that  the 
resignation  of  his  own  office  would  be  n 
greater  evil  to  the  country,  than  any 
which  it  could  suffer  from  the  distressi- 
ed  state  of  agriculture.  He  believ^ 
the  noble  lord  was  of  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  thenation  coula  not  be  oorifided 
with  safety  to  anv  other  hands  than  those 
of  himself  and  his  coHeagues.  But  he 
cmifidently  hoped  the  House  would  not 
entertain  a  similar  opinion.  If  the  |Mre- 
aent  were  a  fit  opportunity  for  entering 
mto  the  political  merits  of  liie  noble  lord, 
he  woidd  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  present  distracted  state  of  Irehmd, 
and  would  advise  it  to  look  there  at  the 
fruits  of  the  noble  lord's  political  lifo. 
It  was  there  that  the  noble  lord  had  com- 
menced his  career  :  it  was  there  he  had 
induced  the  representatives  of  the  nation 
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to  rfyAcaM  thefr  fanctkms :  h  wds  tlMve 
be  httd  iftdoced  them,  by  large  promises 
of  adraattgei  to  accede  to  the  Unioo ; 
mod  yet,  in  the  two-and-twenty  years 
which   had   ekpaed    since    that   event, 
doriog  ahnost  the  whole  of  which  he  had 
been  hi  p^wer,  what  measm^  to  improve 
Ireland,  what  plan  of  policy  to  ameliorate 
Che  condition  of  its  unforUnrate   inha- 
bitants, had  been  brought  forward  ?    If 
the  noble  lord  prided  hknself  npon  any 
|Ain  that  be  had  Introduced  Into  parluh- 
ment  for  that  purpose,  he  had  only  to 
look  at  the  present  distracted  state  of 
that  cfonntry  to  divest  himself  of  It.    In- 
deed, if  he  felt  that  love  for  Ireland,  which 
was  Inherent  in  every  man  for  the  land  of 
bis  birth,  how  must  he  regret  that  so 
many  years  of  his   administration  bad 
been  passed   amid  scenes  of  continued 
Otttrafte,  oppression,  and  bloodshed!  That 
the  stiort  intervals  of  peace  which  had 
occurred  had  not  been  employed,  either 
by  himself  or  by  his  friends,  in  endeavour* 
ing  to  amend  the  degraded  situation  of 
bis  sofering  countrymen  !     The  noble 
lord,  with  a  view  of  rebutting  the  illustra- 
tion which  -his  hon.  and  learned  iViend  had 
givenoftbeextravagantexpenditure of  go- 
vernment during  the  war,  had  said,  that  the 
expenditure  complained  of  had  all  accrued 
from  measuressupportedbytbeOpposition 
aide  of  the  House ;  as  if,  though  the  noble 
lord  had  been  in  power,  his  opponents  had 
been  the  sde  Erectors  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  country.    The  noble  lord  bad 
suted,  that  the  extravagant  suggestions 
upon  which  the  government  afterwards 
acted,  bad  come  from  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham and  general  Craufurd ;  but  he  would 
ailt  the  noble  lord,  whether  those  gentle- 
men had  not  always  acted  In  a  distinct 
opposition  of  their  own,  and  apart  from  the 
Mrty  to  which  heand  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  always  been  attached  ?  In  the  pro- 
|frietj^  of  these  suggestions  he  had  never 
concurred  ;  and  could  appeal  to  his  past 
pubfic  conduct,  in  proof  of  the  accuracy 
of  his  statement.    It  any  gentleman  would 
turn  to  Ae  debates  of  that  period,  he 
would  find  him  opposing  the  expenditure 
which  was  then  commenced,  m^ht  afler 
tngbt,   and   division  after  division.    He 
mould  not  have  been  for  pressing  this  nK>« 
tlon  upon  their  attention,  bad  he  conceived 
that  it  would  Interfere  with  a  proper  consi- 
deration of  the  question  of  agricultural  dls- 
Ireas.     In  that  question  he  was  himself 
deeply  interested:  with  the  distress  which 
lUKie  it  of  such  Importance^  he  warmly 


sympathlted.    With  the  finrmer  he  went 

M   along,  both  heart  and  mind, 

A  fellow-feeling  made  thsm  woad'rous 
kind.'' 

As  he  thoueht  that  the  motion  of  his  hon* 
and  learned  friend  was  calculated  to  pro- 
mote their  best  interests,  he  should  cer- 
tainly advise  him  to  pledge  the  House,  if 
possible,  to  an  immediate  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ricardo  dented  that  taxation  was 
the  cause  of  the  present  agricultural  dis-* 
tress.    A  country  might,  he  said,  be  to- 
tally without  taxes,  and  yet  in  the  exact 
situation  that  England  was  at  present.    It 
was   consistent   enough   In   these   who 
thought  that  the  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency had  made  a  change  of  50  or  56  per 
cent*.  In  the  value  of  money,  and  had  con- 
sequently increased  the  actual  value  of  the 
taxes  m  that  proportion,  though  their 
nominal  amount  still  remained  tlie  same, 
to  say  that  taxation  was  the  chief  cause  of 
the  distressed  state  of  flgricnhnre ;  but  it 
was  impossible  for  those  who  held  that  the 
restoration  in  the  currency  had  not  orea- 
ted  any  thing  like  so  great  a  change,  to 
accede  to  such  a  statement.    From  the 
line  of  argument  which  hb  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  pivsued  in  one  part  of  his 
speech,  he  was  afraid  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  was  going  to  prove,  that  the 
very  taxation  which  he  wished  to  reduce 
was  a  source  of  benefit  to  the  nation.    His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  stated,  that 
the  manufacturers  of  leather,  on  account 
of  the  tax  on  it,  largely  increased  its  price 
to   the  consumer,  fmd  derived  so  much 
benefit  thereby  as  to  be  ready  to  repre- 
sent it  to  parliament  as  a  very  useful  and 
beneficial  tax.     Surely,  by  a  parity  of 
analogy,  theagrlculturaf  interest,  burdened 
as  it  was  by  taxation,  might  petition  par- 
liament against  a  reduction  of  it,  since  it 
was  as  much  In  their  power  as  in  that  of 
the  leather-manufacturer,  to  make  it  use- 
ful in  enhancing  the  price  of  their  com- 
modity to  the  consumer.    His  hon.  and 
learned  fnend  had,  however,  drawn  a  very 
nice  distlnctioih— so  nice  indeed,  that,  for 
his  own   part,   he  was  not  gifted  with 
ability  to  discern  it-*between  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  leather-manufac- 
turer and  those  in  which  the  a^culturist 
was  placed.    He  had  said,  that,  in  the  case 
of  ttie  manufacturer,  the  taxation  was 
paid  by  the  consumer ;  but  that  in  the 
case  or  the  agriculturist,  it  was  paid  by  the 
s^er,  and  could  not  be  charged  to  the 
conscuner.    He  could  wish  his  hon.  and 
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learned  friend  had  stated  to  the  Honte  his 
reasons  for  such  an  assertion.    If  he  n^re 
to  be  called  upon  to  declare  what  he  con- 
ceived the  cause  of  the  present  depressed 
state  of  agriculture^  he  should  say,  that  the 
cause  of  it  was  the  abundance  of  produce 
now  in  hand,  arising  from  the  late  abun- 
dant banresty  the  quantity  of  land  recently 
brought  into  cultivation,  the  importation 
of  com  from  Ireland,  and  various  other 
causes,  which  it  was  not  material  for  him 
at  that   time  to  mention.     Indeed,  the 
House  would  deceive  both  itself  and  the 
country,  if  it  should  come  to  a  resolution 
that  taxation  was  the  cause  of  the  distres- 
ses of  the  agricultural  interest.    He  per- 
fectly concurred  in  the  opinion  of  his  bon. 
and  learned  friend,  that  the  present  state 
of  things  could  not  last  long :  that  was  an 
unnatural  state  of  things,  in  which  the  far- 
mer tould  not  obtain  a  remunerative  price 
for  his  produce,  and  the  landlord  could 
not  obtain  an  adequate  rent  from  his  tenant. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  bad  stated, 
that  unless  something  were  done  to  relieve 
the  farmer,  much  of  the  land  would  be 
thrown  out  of  tillage.    He  said  so  too ; 
and  it  was  to  that  very  circumstance  that 
he  looked  forward  as  a  remedy.    His  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  among  the  other  ob- 
servations which  he  had  made,  had  made 
some  upon  a  set  of  individuals  whom  he 
stated  to  be  anxious  to  transfer  the  whole 
landed  property  of  the  country  into  the 
hands  of  the  public  creditor.    For  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  he 
knew  of  no  persons  woo  entertained  such 
wishes;   neither  could   he  imagine  any 
cause  which  could,  under  such  a  measure,  be 
necessary.    He  himself  thought  that  the 
landholder  might  be  enabled  to  receive  an 
adequate  rent,  without  any  breach  of  faith 
beiogcommitted  towards  the  stock-holders. 
With  regard  to  the  8tock*holders,  it  mi^ht 
be  supposed,  from  the  language  which 
had  been  used  that  evenbg,  that  it  had 
been  proposed  to  transfer  to  them  the  pro- 

Esrty  of  the  land*holders,  and  to  leave  the 
nd-holders  entirely  without  resources. 
Now,  such  a  proposition  never  had  been, 
and  never  could  be,  seriously  propounded. 
But  though  he  said  that,  he  was  prepared 
to  assert,  that  it  would  be  most  advisable, 
both  for  the  land-holder  and  stock-holder, 
that  the  former  should  surrender  to  the 
latter  a  part  of  his  property,  in  liquidation 
of  the  debt  that  had  been  contracted. 
Indeed,  as  the  stock-holder  received,  in 
the  shape  of  interest,  taxes  from  the  land- 
holder, it  might  be  said  that  a  part  of  the 


land  did  at  this  moment  absolutely  bdong 
to  him.  [Cries  of  <^  Hear"  from  both  sides 
of  the  House.]     He  would  suppose,  that 
during  the  war  the  ministers  had  come  into 
the  House,  and,  after  stating  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  had  called  upon  the  country 
gentlemen  to  give  up  a  certain  portion  of 
their  property  in  a  direct  manner  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  state.    Must  they  not, 
in  that  case,  have  absolutely  parted  with  • 
portion  of  it  i    And  if  at  that  time  others 
advanced  for  them  that  capital  which  tbef 
had  not  in  an  immediately  tangible  shape» 
was  it  not  right  that  the  capiul  so  advanc 
oed  should  now  be  r^>aid  to  them  ?    Ha 
was  not  demanding  for  the  stock-liolder 
more  than  he  was  entitled  to  receive ;  he 
was  merely  demanding  tbatf  in  a  compact 
such  as  he  had  described,  the  terms  should 
be  fairly  and  honourably  fulfilled  towards 
him.    If  the  alteration  in  the  value  of  the 
currency  had  given  to  the  stock-holder 
more  than  he  was  entitled  to,  which  he 
(Mr.  R«|  did  not  believe,  let  it  be  shown 
and  let  ttie  deduction  be  made  openly  and 
without  disguise.     These  were  all   the 
observations  which  he  should  d>trude  at 
present  opon  the  House.     On  a  future 
occasion,  he  should  explain  the  reasons 
why  he  thought  that  the  alteration  produ- 
ced in  the  value  of  money  by  the  restora* 
tion  of  the  currency,  had  been  greatly 
over-stated;  and  then  he  should  endea- 
vour to  show,  that  if  proper  measures  had 
been  taken  at  the   time  of  passing  Mr. 
Peel's  bill,  the  resumption  of  cash. pay- 
ments would  have  produced  no  greater 
effect  on  the  price  of  corn  and  other  agri- 
cultural produce,  than  a  fall  of  five  per 
cent ;   whatever  greater  fall   might  have 
taken  place,  would  have  been  attributable 
to  other  causes. 

Mr.  W.  Fed  opposed  the  motion.  He 
believed  that  ministers  were  quite  as 
anxious  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
country  as  those  who  dealt  in  nothing  bilt 
assertion  and  comphunt.  He  was  gli^ 
that  reductions  were  about  to  be  oMule 
from  the  highest  ofiices  to  the  lowest,  as 
he  was  convinced  that  such  economical 
arrangements  would  tend  to  remove  the 
evils  complained  of. 

Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  reply ;  and  prin- 
cipally for  the  purpose  of  aeiending  nim- 
self  against  the  charge  of  inconsistencvi 
which  the  noble  marquis  had  brought 
against  him.  The  noble  marquis  had 
stated  that  he  was  not  justified  in  finding 
fault  with  the  extravagance  of  our  military 
expenditure,  seeing  that  he  had  been  a 
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patty  to  tile  propoaitiont  of  general  Crau- 
furd  and  Mr.  Windham,  on  whicH  it  was 
founded.  Now,  upon  this  point  the  noble 
marquis  was  completely  in  error.  The  fitrst 
of  the  two  gentlemen  whom  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  named,  he  had  never  seen,  much 
less  exchanged  a  wor4  with,  in  his  life ; 
the  latter,  much  to  his  regret,  he  had  never 
been  acquainted  with,  though  he  had  sat 
for  a  short  time  in  the  same  parliament 
with  him.  The  noble  marquis  seemed 
likewise  to  have  forgotten  that  the  sugges- 
tions to  which  he  had  alluded,  were  made 
in  the  year  1803,  seven  long  years  before 
be  f  Mr.  B.)enioyed  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
parliament.  The  whole  dead  weight  of  the 
nal&pay  list,  in  which  was  to  be  included 
the  m  and  out  pensions  of  Chelsea  and 
Greenwich  hospitals,  the  remuneration  to 
wonndied  officers,  &c.  now  amounted  to 
4, 700,000/.  This  sum  the  noble  marquis 
had  represented  as  the  difference  between 
the  half-pay  list  of  1792,  and  the  half-pay 
list  of  the  last  year ;  a  difference  which  he 
likewise  stated  to  be  caused  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  plans  suggested  by  the  late 
Mr.  Windham.  Such  an  eicaggeration 
was  so  preposterous,  that  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  words  to  expose  it.  The  noble 
marquis  had  likewise  said,  that  the  House 
might  perceive  how  paltry  was  the  relief 
to  be  expected  from  a  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion, by  reverting  to  the  small  practical 
benefit  conferred  upon  the  country  by  re- 
pealing 18,000,000/.  of  war  taxes  in  the 
year  1816.  But  he  would  ask  the  noble 
marquis  and  the  House  this  one  question : 
Supposing  the  House  had  not  compelled 
the  ministers  to  repeal  those  taxes,  what 
would  have  been  tlie  condition  in  which 
the  country  would  now  have  been  plunged  ? 
Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  have  been  un- 
able to  pay  them  ?  He  boldly  said  that  it 
would  have  been  unable ;  and  be  would 
shortly  state  the  reasons  why.  The  al- 
teration of  the  currency,  by  increasing 
the  value  of  money,  had  produced  the 
same  effect  upon  the  country  as  if, 
23,000,000/.  had  been  added  to  its  taxa- 
tion ;  and  that  rise  in  the  value  of  money 
had  placed  a  heavier  burden  upon  it  than 
bad  Deen  taken  away  by  .the  taxes  which 
had  been  repealed.  If  in  addition  to  the 
weight  of  taxes  under  which  the  people 
of  Bhgland  were  now  groaning,  they  had 
to  suppon  the  weight  of  those  18,000,000/. 
of  taxes  to  which  the  noble  lord  had  alluded, 
Increased  as  they  would  have  been  in  value, 
though  stationary  in  amount,*  it  ii^ould  be 
absurd  in  any  man  to  deny  the  impos- 
VOt.  VI.  ■ 


sibijitv  of  the  country  supporting  so  in-, 
tolerable  a  load*  Tbe  statement  of  the 
noble  lord  served,  therefore,  instead  of  ip- 
juring,  tbe  argument  which  he  (Mr.  B.) 
had  used.  As  to  the  objections  which  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ricardo)  had  adduced 
against  his  arguments ;  his  hon.  friend  had 
stated,  that  from  his  argun^ent  upon  .the 
leather-tax  he  had  been  afraid  that  h^ 
(Mr.  B.)  was  intending  to  prove  that 
taxation  was  a  benefit.  Now  that  really 
was  not  a  fair  inference  from  what  hp 
had  stated ;  and  when  he  heard  his 
hon.  friend  draw  it,  he  cot^ld  only 
account  for  it  by  supposing  that  he  had 
listened  with  so  much  attention  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  marquis,  as  to 
have  become  infected  at  least  with  ^ 
jocose  spirit  of  misrepresentation  by  which 
that  speech  had  been  so  greatly  dis-^ 
tinguished.  The  reason  that  he  ha(][  given 
why  some  parties  interested  in  the, leather 
trade  were  anxious  to  have  the  tax  on 
leather  continued,  was  of  the  following 
nature :— He  had  supposed  them  to  be 
deliberating  on  the  policy  of  repealing 
that  tax,  and  he  had  put  into  their 
mouths  that  language  which  on  a  recent 
occasion,  they  had  actually  used.  "  We 
are  large  capitalists,"  said  they,  *^  and  if 
you  take  off  the  tax  on  leather  you  will 
allow  men*  with  small  capitals  to  compete 
with  us ;  and  by  so  doing  you  will  deprive 
us  of  the  benefit  which  we  now  derive 
from  the  extent  of  our  own."  That  was 
the  case  in  the  leather-trade,  and  would 
also  be  so  in  agriculture,  if  they  could 
find  agriculturists  with  capitals  so  large  as 
to  be  able  to  drive  the  small  capitalists 
out  of  the  market.  The  hon.  member 
then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
manner,  in  which  the  noble  marquis  had 
called  upon  the  country  gentlemen  to  vote 
for  the  previous  question.  The  npble 
marquis  had  told  them  that  he  would  not 
call  upon  them  to  negative  his  (Mr.  B's.) 
proposition  on  the  present  occasion,  be- 
cause if  they  did  not  like  that  which  he 
himself  intended  to  submit  to  their  notice 
on  Friday  next,  they  might  then  move  it 
as  an  amendment.  No  sooner,  however, 
had  that  expression  escaped  him,  than 
he  recollected  that  there  might  be  some- 
tbi;)g  serious  in  it ;  for  it  might  happen 
that  the  country  gentlemen,  finding  his 
plan  to  be  no  plan,  and  hi^  relief  not  en- 
titlecl  to  be  called  by  that  name,  might 
then  affirm  the  proposition  whjch  he  had 
that  evening  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 
by  the  previous  question.  So  the  noble 
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nardaU  imRiedlatel;^  tel  about 
anotner  string  to  his  bow.  <•  1*11  put  o% 
said  be,  <*  the  decision  on  this  famous  plan 
of  mine  a  little  loneer,  rather  than  let  tbe 
country  gentlemen  have  an  opportnnity  of 
doming  sa  early  in  the  session  to  a  decisiim 
on  tbe  qnesfion  of  reduction  or  no  reduc- 
tion of  taxes.  I  will  tell  them  to  takd  as 
nmcb  time  as  they  please,  and  not  to  make 
a  hasty  decision  upon  it.'*  Thus,  by  foul 
means  or  fair  means,  by  wheedling  oive 
part  or  menacing  another,  by  joking 
with  a  third,  or  threatening  a  fourth  that 
he  will  resign— that  ultmum  supplioium 
which  he  reserved  for  bis  fbllowers--^e 
noble  marquis  trusted  that  he  should  be 
able  to  postpone  for  some  time  the  efU 
day  upon  which  taxation  must  ineritably 
be  reduced.  The  threat  of  resignation 
was  tbe  whip  with  which  the^  noble  lord 
used  to  flog  up  tbe  sinking  spirits  of  his 
adhelrents,  whenever  he  was  hard  pressed 
on  tbe  subject  of  retrenchment,  or  wben» 
#verhe  saw  that  tlie  feeling  of  the  country 
Iras  producing  an  effect  on  its  represen- 
tatives, or  at  least  on  those  who  ought  to 
be  its  representatives.  In  all  sudi  cases^ 
the  noble  marquis  held  out  the  thf  ea«  of 
resignation,  which  spread  mishty  atom 
among  his  dependents,  but  nottne  slightest 
amongst  the  mass  of  his  countrymen.  He 
did  not  know  how  the  present  motion 
would  be  decided ;  but  fn  whatever  way  it 
might  be  decided,  he  was  quite  sure  that 
the  noble  lord  would  not  carry  his  threat 
of  resignation  into  effect.  He  offered  it 
Bn  a  topic  of  consolation  to  the  noble 
lord^s  trembling  adherents,  that  the  pre^ 
sent  minority,  if  the  noble  lord  should  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  be  in  one,  would  not 
be  the  first  in  which  he  had  stood :  and 
though  on  the  former  occasion  he  had  said, 
fbat  such  a  circumstance  might  lead  bim 
to  throw  up  his  employments,  there  he 
still  sat  on  the  Treasury  bench  in  full  pos- 
session of  them  all.  Hemust  confess  that 
m  tbe  face  of  such  threats  as  the  noble 
marquis  had  held  out  to  tbe  country  gen^ 
flemen,  he  had  not  much  expectation  of 
dieir  votes.  To  remind  them,  however, 
of  what  their  duty  was,  he  should  simply 
state  that  every  gentleman  who  voted  for 
the  previous  question  must  either  believe 
that  the  reduction  of  taxes  was  an  in- 
gredient in  the  noble  tnarquis's  plan,  or 
must  hold  hhnself  up  to  the  country  as 
the  enemy,  and  the  efficient  enemy,  of 
a  reduction  of  taxation. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  the 
House  divided:  Ayes  10».   Noes  S12. 


M^ority 
104. 


Mr.  BrooghaaiV  moiim 


List  ^the  Mimmiy:  and  also  of  tie 
Majority* 

MiiK>aivr. 


Abercfonby,  hon.  J. 
AUborp,  visct. 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Barfasm,  J.  F.jaii. 
Baling,  sir  T. 
Baring,  Henry 
Bams^,  lord 
Bernard,  visct. 
Benett,  John 
Benyon,  Benjamin 
Bema},  R. 
Brongbam,  HeiMry 
Bardctt,  sir  F. 
Byng,  George 
Boughey,  sir  T.  F. 
BurreU,  sir  C. 
Burrell,W. 
Bentinck,Iord  W. 
Carter,  John 
Calvert,  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Cfifton,  lord 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Crespigny,  sir  W. 
Cfompton,  S. 
Curwcn,  J.  C. 
Crcevey,  Thos. 
Calthorpe,  hon.  F. 
Curteis,  E. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Denison,  W. 
Dundas,  Chas. 
Davenport,  D. 
Ebrington^  vise. 
Eltice,  Ed. 
FergussoOy  sir  R.  C. 
FiUgerald,  lord  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Franklaad,  R. 
Farrand,  R. 
Fane,  John 
Grattan,  J. 
Graham,  S. 
Gomey,  Richard 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Haldimand,  Wm. 
Heatbcote,G.  J. 
Heron,  sir  Robt. 
Hm,lordA. 
HobhoFose,  J.  C. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hume,  Joseph 
Hurst,  Robt. 
Hutchinson,  hon.C  H^ 
James,  W. 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 
licmon,  sir  W. 
Lennard,  T.  B* 
Lawley,  F. 
Leake,  W. 
Maberly,  W,  L. 


Hacdotisld^Jasr 
Msdock8,Wn. 
MaHoribsiiks,8. 
Manham>  adiniral 
Martin,  John 
Monck,  J.  ^ 
Moore,  Peter 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Nugent,  lerd 
Ossulsten,  lord 
Pahner,  C  F.> 
Pares,  Thos. 
Pelham,  hon.  C.A* 
Phillips,  G.juD. 
Price^  Robert 
Portman,  £i.  B.. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Robarts;  A. 
Robatts,  Geo. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Rowley,  sir  W« 
Rttssett,  loKd  Jolin 
Rtce,T.S. 
Rickford,  W. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  Abel 
Scarlett,  J. 
Sefton,  earl 
Scott,  James 
Stanley,  lord 
Stuart,  lofd  J. 
Sykes,  Dan. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Titchfield,  marq. 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Whitmore,  T.  W. 
White,  Luke 
Whitbread,  W. 
Whftbread,  S. 
WHkins,  W, 
Willianw,  T.  P. 
Williams^  W. 
Winnington,  sir  T. 
Wood,  M. 
Wy  vfll,  M. 
Wuson,  sir  Robert 

OdcrafI,/. 
DusfSaanifXi,  lord' 
pAi&tn  onr. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 

SHUT  OUT. 

Bircl^  Joseph 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Browne,  Dom. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cavendish,  C. 
Lambtony.J<G»    - 
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MAMmtrr. 


A*C<mrt£.H. 
Alexander,  J. 
Artmlfaoot,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Artnnty  W. 
Ast]«yynr  J. 
Aiwoodf  M. 

BaakM^Heniy 

Baoke^  George 

Bafhursty  rt.  hon.  C. 
Bendnck,  lord  F. 
B^nii^ylord 
BUir,  J.  H. 
Bmnicrt.liOB.W.S. 

Bi^iSUieaA.  T.  H.  L. 
Bio0deDyJ. 
Browne,  n.  boQ.  D. 
Browne,  P. 
Buchanan,  J, 
Burgh,  nr  v. 
Butterwotth,  Jos. 
BuxUd,  J.J. 
ClM)faMii4elej,loidH. 
Calv^Jofaii 
Ceal,lMdTbM. 
ChainJl)eriayne!9  W. 
Cheere,  E.  M. 
Chen^i  O*  H# 
Cholmondeley,  sir  M. 
Clarke,  bon.  C.  B. 
Clements,  bon.  J.  M. 
Cfire,  wot. 
Clivie,Jion.  R. 
CliYie,Itoi]r 
CockbuFQ,  w  G. 
Cocki,bon.J.S. 
Cole,  sk  C. 
Collett,  £.  J. 
Cooper,  It*  B* 
Chandos,  varq.  of 
Coote,  sir  C. 
Coplej,  sir  J.  S. 
Corb^P. 
Conitewqr,  T.  P. 
Cmibome,  ▼iscc 
Crawley,  Sam. 
Cxoker^J.W. 
Cumming,  G. 
Cost,  Hon.  £. 
Davis,  R.  H. 
Dawkins,  Ueniy 
Dawson,  G.  R. 
Dent,  John 
Diekinson,  Wm. 
DhretliTbof. 
jPobsQD,  John 
DomviUe,  sir  C« 
Doreion,  GabHel 
Dowdeswell,  J.  E, 
Downie,  R. 
Doncombe,  C; 
Danooaabe,  W« 


Dundas,  rt  hon.  W. 
Eyelyn,  lindon 
Egerton,  W. 
Eastnof ,  Tisot. 
Fane,  Vere 
Fetherstone,  sir  G. 
Fleming,  John 
Fleming,  John 
Forbes,  C, 
Ford,  Matthew 
Forrester,  Francis 
Fynes,  Henry 
Gascoyne,  Isaac 
Gifford,  sir  R. 
Gilbert,  D.  G. 
Gladstone,  John 
Goodb,  T.  S. 
Gordon,  hon.  W, 
Gossett,W. 
Grant,  A,  C. 
Graves,  lord  i 

Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Greville,  hon.  sir  C. 
Handley,  Henrr 
Hardinge,  sir  H. 
Halt,  a  V. 
Harvey,  sir  £. 
Harvey,  C. 

Hawkins,  sir  C.  ' 

Heyga^e,  alderman 
Hifi,  sir  G. 
Hin,  Rowland 
HoJfoid,G.P, 
Holmes,  W. 
Hope,  sir  W. 
Homam,  lood 
Howard,  hon^F.G.H. 
Hiidion,H. 
Haskisson,  rthoo.  W. 
lones,  John 
Jenkinson,  hon.  C. 
Jomffe,W.G.H. 
Irving,  John 
King,  sir  J.  D. 
Kinnersley,  W.  S. 
KaatehbaU,  sir  Ed. 
Knox,  hon.  Thas. 
Lamb,  hon^  Wip. 
LasceUes,  bon.  W. 
Leigh,  J.  H. 
Lethbridge,  sir  T. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Lindsay,  hon.  H. 
Littleton,  Ed. 
Lloyd,  S.  J. 
Lcodonderry,  marq.of 
Lowther,H. 
Lushington,  S.  R. 
Lygoa,  hon.  H.  B. 
Macnavghten,  E.  A. 
Macqueen,  J.  P^ 
Magennis,  Rd. 
Manners,  lord  C. 
Manneirs,  lord  R. 
Maii«iog,W. 


;WaiM6eId,J. 
Marryat,  Jos. 
Martin,  sir  T.  B. 
Milk,  €. 
Mitehel,  John 
Money,  W.  T. 
Morgan,  G.  G. 
Moiiand,  sir  S.  B. 
Mountcharles,  lord 
Musgrove,  sir  P« 
Keale,  sir  H.  B. 
Needham.  hon.  F.  J. 
Nightingale,  sir  M. 
Nugent,  sir  G. 
Nolan,  M. 
O'Grady,  S. 
Gmmanney,  sir  F. 
CNeil,  bon.  John 
Ooriow,  Arthur 
Osborne,  sir  John 
PiOk,  sir  L. 
Palmerston,  vise. 
Paxton,W.G. 
Pearse,  John 
Pechell,  sir  Thos. 
Peel,W. 

Pellew,hon.  P.  B. 
PeK^,  hon.  W. 
Phjpps,  hon.  gen. 
Pitt,  W.  M. 
Plumber,  John 
Pole,  sir  P. 
PoweU,E.W. 
Pringle,  sirW. 
Rmne,  J. 
Rice,  bon.  G. 
Rd>erlBon,  A. 
Robinson,  hon.  F. 
Rowley,  sir  Josias 
Russell,  J.  Watts 
Scott,  Sam. 
Sheldon,  R. 
Shiffnery  sirG. 
SkefRnfl^on,  hon.T.  H. 
Smitb,R. 


Smith,  T.  A. 
Somerset,  lord  E. 
Somerset,  lord  G. 
Sotheron,  F. 
Stuart,  sir  John 
Stuart,  W. 
Strutt,  T.  H. 
Sumner,  G.  H. 
Taylor,  sir  H. 
Taylor,  G.  W. 
Thompson,  W,    , 
Thynne,  lord  John 
Townahend,  hon.  H. 
Trendi,  F. 
Tudway,  J.  P. 
Tulk,C.A. 
Twiss,  Horace 
Ure,  M. 

Vansittart,  rt.  hon.  N^ 
Vernon,  G. 
ViUiers,  rt.  hon.  John 
Wallace,  rt.  hon.  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Walker,  Jodiua 
Ward,  Robt. 
Warran,C. 
Wells,  John 
WeUesley,  Rd. 
WetbereU,  C. 
Western,  hon.  H.  R. 
Wigram,  Wm. 
Wifbraham,  E.  B. 
Williams,  Rt. 
WHlougbby,  H. 
Wibaot,  Rt. 
Wilson,  sir  H. 
Wilson,  Tfao. 
Wodehouse,  hon.  J* 
Wodehouse,  hon.E« 
Wood,  col. 
Wortley,  J.  S. 
Yorke,  sir  J, 

PAIRED  OFF. 

Blake,  R. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  February  12. 

SLiiVB  Trade  Laws  Co^ysolipatioh 
Bill.]  Dr.Lus/tington  rose  to  bring  forward 
hia  QooiioD  for  consolidatiDe  and  amending 
tbe  several  acta  relating  to  toe  Slave  Trade. 
For  a  period  of  SO  years,  aeveral  statutea 
bad  been  enacted  to  promote  the  abolition 
of  The  Slave  Trade,  which  were  much  at 
variance  with  each  other.  Some  of  the 
gentlemen  proposing  such  enactments 
not  having  taken  tbe  trouble  to  examine 
the  statutes  which  had  previously  passed, 
great  difficulty  was  often  felt  in  coming  to 
a  right  conclttsion  upon  the  low,  or  in  ma- 
king a  satisfiACtarv  distinction  between  Mie 
staluto  and  another.  This  diiieult^  mm 
peculiarly  felt  by  our  legal  tribunals  m  the 
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colonies,  and  still  more  by  the  officers  of 
our  navy.  Hence  it  became  highly  desi- 
rable to  have  all  these  laws  consolidated, 
amended  and  explained.  It  was  not  in- 
tended to  make  any  change  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  law  as  it  stood ;  but  if  he  was 
allowed  to  introduce  his  bill,  after  that  bill 
was  printed,  and  upon  the  motion  for  its 
committal,  he  should  lay  before  the  House 
a  further  explanation  of  his  views  with 
respect  to  these  laws.  If  the  present 
measure  should  meet  with  the  approbation 
of  the. House,  it  was  his  intention,  jn  the 
next  session  to  apply  the  same  principle 
of  consolidation  to  some  other  branches 
of  the  statute  law,  to  which  it  might  be 
advantageously  extended,  he  alluded  more 
particularly  to  the  sUtutes  relating  to  the 
criminal  law.  He  should  now  move  for 
leave  to  taring  in  a  bill  to  Amend  and  Con- 
solidate the  Xaws  relatins  to  the  Slave 
Trade.  * 

Xtcave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Distributors  of  Stamps.]  On  the 
resolution  for  granting  a  supply  to  his 
majesty  being  read, 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  before  he  agreed 
Co  this  resolution,  he  begged  leave  to  ask 
the  secretary  to  the  Treasuiy,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  government  to  adopt 
any  new  regulations,  or  to  propose  any 
plan  with  regard  to  the  office  of  distribu- 
tors of  stamps?  The  gentlemen  who 
composed  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  this  subject  last  session,  were 
extremely  anxious  to  know  what  measures 
were  about  to  be  adopted  by  ministers. 
He  was  quite  sure,  that  if  the  government 
intended  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  House, 
those  who  urged  the  necessity  of  some 
new  regulation  in  the  last  session  would 
not  press  them.  At  the  same  time,  it  was 
necessary  to  know  whether  any  measures 
#ould  be  taken  by  ministers  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  it  was  certainly 
the  intention  of  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, to  submit  a  plan  to  the  House, 
with  regard  to  the  regulation  of  this 
office. 


Agricuknral^ktreis. 
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Wednesday^  February  13. 

AoRTcuLTURAL  DISTRESS.]  On  pre- 
senting a  Petition  from  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  in  Lewes  and  Pevensey 
BapeSf 


Mr.  Curfeii  took  occasion  to  observe, 
that  the 'petitioners  had  twice  laid  their 
case  before  parliament,  and  had  twice 
been  told,  to  wait  with  patience  the  effects 
of  time :  they  had  waited,  and  the  conse- 
quences had  been  an  aggravation  of  their 
sufferings  and  an  exacerbation  of  their 
feelings.  They  now  once  more  approach- 
ed the  House  in  firm,  but  retpectfol 
language,  claiming  its  interference  in  their 
behalf.  The  hon.  member  then  detailed 
the  principal  arguments  contained  in  the 
petition,  expressing  his  decided  approba- 
tion of  them :  he  also  adverted  to  the 
question  of  averages,  to  the  warehousing 
system,  and  to  the  effect  of  tithes  and  poor- 
rates  upon  land,  and  argtied,  that  protect- 
ing duties  might  afford  the  farmer  the  re- 
lief he  sought,  inasmuch  as  the  effisct  of 
them  would  be  to  prohibit  the  competition 
of  foreign  grain,  and  to  raise  the  price  of 
our  own.  He  had  already  this  session 
given  two  votes  in  favour  of  econopiy  and 
retrenchment;  and  as  his  constituents 
were  unanimous  upon  the  subject,  he 
should  not  fail  to  follow  them  up  by  other 
votes  against  the  extravagant  system  pur- 
sued by  ministers. 

Mr.  EUice  contended,  that  the  notion  of 
protecting  and  prohibiting  duties,  though 
still  maintained  by  Mr.  Webb  Hall  and 
other  visionaries  in  their  reveries^had  long 
been  given  up  and  exploded  both  in  par« 
liament  and  in  the  country.  Relief  was, 
in  fact,  only  to  be  obtained  by  effecting 
the  greatest  possible  reduction  of  taxation. 
He  was  surprised  to  hear  that  tife  hon. 
member  was  still  a  disciple  of  Mr.  Webb 
Hall,  from  whose  project  of  high  prices 
the  utmost  injury  would  result,  if  it  were 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
The  hon.  member  hoped  to  see  the  com 
grower  and  corn-consumer  put  upon  the 
same  relative  footing  in  this  country  as  on 
the  continent. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  also  expressed  his  as- 
tonishment  that  any  member  should  still 
be  inclined  to  support  the  doctrines  of  Mr. 
Webb  Hall. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Sussex  complained  with  a  very  ill 
ffrace  that  the  petitioners  had  been  sent 
back  unredressed  in  the  last  and  in  the, 
preceding  session.  Why  had  they  ob- 
tained no  relief,  but  because  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  others  constantly  voted  with 
ministers  in  favour  of  their  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneiy  ?  True 
it  was,  that  within  the  last  fortnight  be 
had  given  two  votes  for  economy;  but 
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could  he  show  one  vote  with  the  tame 
tendency  either  in  the  last  or  in  the  pre- 
ceding session  ? 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Thomas  Flanagan.]  Mr.  Alderman 
Wood  said,  he  had  been  intrusted  with  a 
Petition  from  an  individual  who  coniphuned 
of  many  hardships.  It  stated,  that  an 
Orange  fiction  having  obtained  various 
securities  of  his,  proceeded  against  him 
and  obtained  a  verdict  from  an  Orange 
jury,  on  a  charge  of  an  assault  in  attempt- 
ing to  escape  from  the  custody  of  an  offi- 
cer;* that  he  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
justice  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of 
various  papers;  and  that  several  inter- 
views he  had  had  with  the  marquis  of  Lon* 
donderry  had  been  inefiectual  tor  that  pur- 
pose. He  prayed  therefore  for  copies  of 
liis  correspondence,  and  of  the  informa- 
tion under  which  he  had  been  convicted. 

Mr.  Peei  said,  that  while  he  was  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland,  he  did  not  rebollect 
having  heard  of  any  circumstances  of  the 
kind. 

The  petition  being  read,  it  appeared  to 
be  from  Mr.  Thomas  Flanagan,  of  Sligo. 

Mr.  Peel  immediately  added,  that  the 
name  of  an  individual  so  notorious  brought 
the  facts  to  his  recollection.  He  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  petition  contained 
many  very  gross  falsehoods. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Breach  of  Pbivilbob— Opening  of 
Letters  sent  to  Members.]  Mr.  Hume 
complained,  that  a  letter,  addressed  to 
him  from  a  convict  on  board  the  hulks, 
had  been  opened  and  sent  to  him,  marked 
<' Opened  by  the  Inspector.''  He  thought 
this  an  invasion  of  one  of  the  privileges 
belonging  to  members  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  the  regulation  that 
no  letter  should  be  sent  by  convicts  on 
board  the  hulks,  unexamined  by  the  in- 
spector, had  existed  from  the  earliest  in- 
stitution of  the  punishment  of  transporta- 
tion, and  it  had  been  uniformly  observed : 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  a  letter  to  a 
member  of  pariiament  should  be  excepted 
from  the  general  rule,  as  that  hon.  gentle- 
man might  otherwise  be  made  the  innocent 
instrument  of-  fraud.  In  April  last,  the 
escape  of  some  convicts  was  prevented  by 
the  opening  of  a  letter;  and  the  very 
criminal  who  had  addressed  the  hon.  mem- 
ber had  been  very  recently  detected  in  a 
fraud,  which  might  have  been  effected  but 
for  the  opening  of  a  letter.    If  he  recollec« 


ted  nghdy,  the  name  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's correspondent  was  Jones.  ^ 

Mr.  Hume  added,  that  as  late  as  last 
Saturday  week  the  conduct  of  that  conviqt 
had  been  highly  applauded  by  the  persons 
in  authority  on  board  the  hulks. 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  that  the  fraud  of 
which  he  spoke  had  been  detected  since 
that  day. 

Mr.  Bennet  much  doubted  the  fitness 
of  the  rule  which  prevented  unopened 
communication  between  members  of  par- 
liament, and  convicts  who  might  have  just 
ground  for  complaining  of  treatment,  food, 
or  other  grieVafice.  He  apprehended  that 
it  was  a  breach  of  privilege  to  open  a  letter 
addressed  to  a  member  of  parliament ;  and 
he  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  lord 
Sidmouth  to  support  his  opinion.  He  had 
accompanied  his  hon.  friend  to  the  hulks, 
in  consequence  of  the  letter  in  question, 
and  found  that  the  prisoner  had  no  ground 
of  complaint. 

Mr.  James  complained,  that  the  keeper 
of  Lancaster-gaol  had  opened  a  letter  he 
had  sent  to  a  person  confined  for  only  a 
misdemeanor.  He  thought  such  conduct 
highly  improper. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  enter  his  pro- 
test against  the  doctrine,  that  it  was  not  a 
gross  breach  of  privilege  to  open  a  letter 
sent  under  cover  to  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment. It  was  the  constant  assertion,  that 
the  privileges  of  members  were  siven  them 
for  the  public  benefit ;  but  where  were 
those  privileges  if  they  were  to  be  thus 
invaded  with  impunity  ?  He  did  not  go 
so  far  as  to  maintain  that  it  was  a  breach 
of  privilege  to  open,  under  such  circum- 
stances, a  letter  franked  by  a  member ;  but 
to  open  a  letter  addressed  to  a  member 
was  as  violent  an  outrage  of  his  privileges 
as  to  put  his  person  under  arrest. 

Mr.  Jam^  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow 
week  he  would  bring  forward  a  motion  on 
the  subject  of  breaking  open  letters  ad- 
dressed to  members  of  parliament. 

Motion  respectinq  Sir  Robert 
Wilson's  Removal  from  the  Army.] 
Sir  Robert  Wilson^  rose  and  said:*  if, 
sir,  the  object  of  the  present  motion  were 
limited  to  matters  of  a  personal  and  pri- 
vate nature ;  if  my  own  individual  charac- 
ter or  particular  interests  were  alone  con- 
cerned, deeply  as  1  feel  mvself  outr^ed 
and  aggrieved,  I  should  still,  from  vanons 

*  From  the  original  edition  printed  for 
Ridgway. 
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jpoosiderationay  some  of  which  m$j4^<>' 
lope  themielvei  ia  ihe  course  of  this  dis^ 
cussion,  have  been  disposed  to  submit  m 
atlenceu  Feeling,  however,  as  I  do,  thiut 
;thls  question  involves  others  of  mostsarioMs 
importaoce  to  the  public  ioterests^p^^sensi- 
ble,  as  2  aoi,  that  jt  touches  eveo  the  safety 
x>f  the  people  of  £nglaDd-*-I  should  ^rnt ; 
justly  subject  myself  to  repro^chi  if  I 
shrunk  from  the  discbarge  of  my  duty,  and 
refrained  from  bringing  this  question  upder 
the  consideration  of  the  House* 

Arduous  and  painful  as  is  the  duty 
which  is  imposed  upon  me-oand  I  can 
assure  tli<}  House  that  I  feel  roost  sensibly 
the  arduous  and  painful  nature  of  thst 
dttty^^l  must  still  confess  that  I  feel  this 
to  be  one  of  the  happiest  hours  of  my 
life,  because,  I  see  the  moment  at  length 
arrived  when  1  can,  in  the  face  of  my  ad*- 
Toraaries,  iq  the  face  of  this  House,  end 
consequently  of  all  Europe,  redeem  the 
pledge  which  I  have  given  to  my  constitu- 
ents, end  Findicate  my  honour  to  A  gene- 
rous upd  confiding  public. 

J  am  sure  I  need  not,  under  such  cir" 
pum$tance»#  esk  the  patient  and  indulgeut 
attention  of  the  House.  I  feel  confident 
tb«(  I  $h«U  ex|>erience  that  courtesy 
l»d  liberality  which  are  the  mufd  Qhi- 
raoteristica  pf  a  British  House  of  Cem^ 
ssons. 

When  I  first  gave  notice  of  tlys  motion, 
|be  House  heard  me  address  myself  to  the 
noUe  marquis,  with  a  view  of  asoertaVHQg 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  graot  or 
refuse  the  papers  which  it  was  the  ot^ject 
of  my  motioQ  to  obtain.  The  oeUe  lord's 
answer  left  no  alterpative  but  to  open  the 
whole  question  of  my  removal  from  the 
9nny,  and,  es  &r  as  I  am  able,  to  bring 
livery  circumstance  connected  with  that 
transactioo  into  direct  statepieitt  nod  dii* 
CMsakin. 

I  bad  certainly  flattered  inyself  that 
the  noble  marquis  and  his  coUe^ues  would 
have  adopted  a  different  course ;  that  they 
would  at  length  have  abandoned  their  roost 
uejuat,  pn^nerous,  and  unmanly  sjlepce ; 
iwA  although  they  refused,  io  the  first  Ia- 
etance,  to  grant  me  a  trial ;  though  they 
bad  heretofore  shrunk  frons  contTMtJug 
me  with  Any  accuser,  thet  they  weuldt 
upon  the  opening  of  parliamepi,  Mve  rmr 
dilyaad<AieeKully  seized  the  first  opporfu^ 
nity  to  accept  my  reeewed  cheUengOj  aod 
imrd  me  the  means  of  grappiie>g  ww  »wm 
aabstantial  charge. 

I  was  tfie  men  disposed  to  peraoade 
myself  that  such  would  be  the  eeiiarse 


adei>ted  by  bis  flwjesty'e  iwnsters,  when 
I  recollected  the  recefit  aooessioa  to  the 
administration— when  I  considered  that  ( 
should  see  upon  the  opposite  bencdies, 
some  gentlemen  who  hadf always  professed 
to  act  under  the  ceunselsi  and  regulate 
their  conduct,  by  the  eonatitutional  doo- 
Mnes  of  a  noble  baron  in  the  other  Houses 
who  had  said,  on  a  recent  ocGasion.*<***  God 
forbid  I  should  ever  see  the  day  when  his 
majesty's  ministers  wished  to  suppress  any 
evideace,  or  copceal  any  circumstances, 
necessary  for  the  justificatioo  of  an  arraign* 
ed  individual.'' 

The  more  I  reflect  on  the  faot,  the 
more  I  am  astouished,  that  in  England, 
this  vaunted  sanctuary  of  justice,  a  coor 
deomed  individual  shoukl  be  obliged  te 
come  here  and  pray  for  respect  to  the  fini 
principles  of  e<}uiur.  That  be  should  be 
obliged  to  solicit  irom  his  punishers,  not 
having  bad  any  accusers,  communicatmn 
of  the  fact  or  facts  mpop  wbidh  he  was 
arraigiied  in  secret  coimcils.  aud  the  ex» 
parte  statement!  upon  which  be  has  beeo 
adjudged  by  clandestine  process. 

it  ;s  not  my  intention  at  present  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  the  asserted  pnerogp^ 
tive  of  Ihe  crown  to  dismiss  pficera  nt  ita 
will  and  pleasure-*^!  do  not  wkh  to  engage 
in  that  discussion,  lest  b  might  occasion  any 
division  Af  opinion  unfavouraUe  to  the  ob« 
ject  of  my  present  loolieo ;  but  I  reserve 
to  myself  the  ri^t  of  maintaining,  on  some 
future  occasion,  that  this  asserted  right  ia 
e  yiolation  of  theepirit  of  the  censtkntion 
and  of  that  jiiart  of  the  law  regelating  mili- 
tary disciplmc,  which  is  annuaUy  enaded 
in  this  House.  That,  in  eyery  point  of 
view,  this  prerogative,  exercised  in  the 
manner  in  which  bis  miyest^'s  ministera 
are  exercismg  it,  is  incompatible  with  the 
honour  and  Just  interests  of  the  army,  and 
irreconcilable  witli  the  fireedom  and  aafety 
of  the  people  of  Enaland.  That  such  a 
prerogative  would  wholly  disqualify  officers 
from  acting  aa  members  of  parliament,  and, 
consequently,  would  deprive  the  anny  of 
a  description  of  pensons  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  its  character  and  indepen** 
dence.  That  it  is  a  prerogative  which 
would,  moreover,  tacaiMcitate  officers  from 
acting  as  judges  in  ciimiaal  matters  ci^ 
nisable  by  oourta-snartiid  s  and,  ahoya  aH» 
that  it  would  disqaaiifylbem  firom  disehasg^ 
ing  these  inalienable  duties  wkiob  thi^ 
owe  to  their  country,  te  ihe  laws,  aad  lo 
society  i  that  it  is  a  power  daa^eittus  fisc 
all  bad  purpeses»  uaneofmary  6ur  all  ijsod 
I,  aiid  which. could  sMver  ke  unerased 
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nbhrarify  (that  k,  without  the  dofident  of 
the  partiet),  but  to  the  abuse  of  inditidual 
fight,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public 
wellltfe. 

But,  mtf  the  question  which  t  am  now 
bringiag  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  cannot  be  considered  as  trenching 
upon  any  prerogative  of  the  Crown ;  no, 
not  even  in  the  view  of  its  most  partial 
setdets,  because  I  believe  no  man  in  (his 
House  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  anjr  act 
of  the  prerogative  can  be  etercisedi  ex-* 
cent  under  the  sanotion  of  responsible 
ministers,  and  through  the  agency  of  re^ 
sponsMe  servantar 

I  am  aware  that  there  have  been  times 
when  different  language  has  been  held ; 
when  the  most  base  and  slavish  doctrines 
have  been  openly  avowed  and  defended-*^ 
when  the  flMtxhA  d  dea  rex,  ^  rege  lex, 
has  been  nudntmned  in  the  senate  and  on 
die  bench — when  {>oIiticidhidges  have de« 
clared,  that  **  thekiog  of  England  was  the 
law  of  England ;  that  the  king  could  oon- 
trol  and  dispense  with  the  law  as  he 
thought  fits  that  the  penai  laws  thern^ 
selves  were  not  made  to  control,  but  to 
give  effect  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  the 
monarch;  and  that,  as  the  king  had  tfatf 
power  to  pardon)  so  had  he  the  power  to 
inmish.*" — I  am  0ware«  tkti  that  there  were 
generals,  luch  traitera  to  therr  country, 
aa  to  declare,  that  they  would  hang  u|> 
any  lawyer  who  ventured  to  dispute  thid 
doctrine:  or  to  maintain  that  the  king  at 
his  wUl  and  pleasure  had  not  a  right  to 
subiect  every  man  in  the  kingdom  to  the 
action  of  martial  law.«^l  know,  also,  sir, 
that  there  was  a  king  who  said,  **  that  as 
H  was  atheism  and  blasphemy  to  dispute 
the  will  of  God  revealed  in  his  word,  so 
was  it  presumption  and  sedition  to  dis- 
pute the  will  of  the  knag,  revealed  in  his 
oam  law'*.— but,  sir,  the  revolution  of 
1688  admonbhed  judges,  generals,  and 
kings,  that  prerogative  could  not  be 
atretched  to  the  power  of  doing  wrong : 
that  if  so  stretched,  it  would  not  only  re^ 
lax,  but  break:  and  that  it  was  in  fact 
but  discretionary  power,  which,  if  abused 
to  the  public  detriment,  could  only  be  6o 
abused  by  evM  cotmeillorB  and  wicked 
miaisters,  who  might  be  dted,  examined, 
and  punished* 

Before  1  enter  into  the  proof  which  wHl, 
I  think,  esubfish  the  culpability  of  minis* 
ters  in  this  transaction,  and  prove  that 
they  have  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  arbi-< 
tra^  |)ower,  to  the  prejudfce  of  mdi- 
vidiial  r%ht|  mid  the  detriment  of  the  pub* 


lie  iafbty,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  description  of 
peHBOn  who  is  now  preferring  a  complaint 
against  his  majesty's  minister8.^First  of 
lul,  that  person  was  an  officer  of  twenty- 
nine  y^ars  standing  in  the  service,  who^ 
although  be  had  no  proof  of  those  services 
having  been  requited  by  his  own  govern- 
ment, could  nevertheless  produce  a  letter 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  dcdaring 
^  that  his  services  deserved  those  profes- 
sional disffoctrons  and  rewards  to  which 
his  ambition  aspired."  He  was  an  officer, 
also,  who  was  a  member  of  parliament^ 
one,  who  had  felt  it  his  dotv  to  oppose 
bis  majesty's  ministers,  and  I  declare  to 
€k>d,  for  no  other  reason,  but  because 
he  considered  the  policy  pursned  by  them 
to  be  fatal  to  the  mtereat,  the  character; 
and  the  hononr  of  the  countiy-^'^4yecau8e 
he  believed  their  measures  were  calcu- 
lated to  estabKsh  a  violent  government — 
because  he  believed  them  to  be  enemiea 
to  a  fair  and  free  representative  system— 
therefore,  the  enemies  of  their  country; 
and  of  the  general  liberties  of  mankind. — 
Under  such  circumstances,  unless  strona^ 
grounds  could  be  shown  fbr  the  mmovd 
and  degradation  of  such  an  officer,  there 
was  reason  to  infer  that  his  majes^s  mi- 
nisters were  actuated  by  some  morbid  re^ 
sentmenf.  Or  some  malignanC  poKdcal 
feeling.  If  this  were  not  the  case,  whence 
arose  tlmt  violation  of  the  property  which 
he  had  vested  in  his  commission  r  Why 
was  his  property  confiscated  in  So  illegal 
and  unprecedented  a  manner  ? 

Great  misconceptbns  have  gone  abroad 
on  this  subject.  It  has  been  supposed, 
that  his  removal  firom  the  army  neces- 
sarily entailed  the  loss  Of  the  money 
vested  in  the  purchase  of  his  commissions* 
But  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  read  an 
extract  fVom  a  letter  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  from  which  it  will  appear,  that, 
in  the  year  181 4,  a  new  regulation  was 
adopted-^major-generabhotahig  fieId-o& 
ficer's  commissions  were  requested  to  ac- 
cept an  unattached  rate  of  pay,  and  alfow 
their  regimental  commissions  to  be  filled 
np  bv  eflective  officers^an  arrangement 
wfrfcn  in  no  way  benefited  lieutenant*^ 
coXon^n  of  cavalry,  the  pay  proposed 
being  the  same  with  that  enjoyed  r  but  to 
secure  them  firom  any  loss  of  that  pro- 
perty which  was  vested  in  their  reg^meotal 
commissions,  the  commander-in-chief 
wrote,  in  an  official'circniar,  dated  July  U^ 
I814.-.«  t  am  further  to  acquaint  you, 
that  any  of  due  present  gtneral-offlcers 
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liolding  regimental  commissionsy  may  ha?e 
the  option  of  retiring  from  the  service  by 
disposing  of  the  same  at  a  regulated  value ; 
or,  should  they  now  accept  the  allowance, 
they  may  hereafter  have  the  power  of  dis- 
posmg  in  like  manner  of  an  unattached 
commbsion,  similar  to  that  which  they 
have  relinquished."  Why,  then,  did  his 
majesty's  ministers  inflict  the  punishment 
of  cashiering  f  a  punishment  considered, 
in  the  Annual  Mutiny  bill,  next  only  in 
gradation  to  that  of  death— was  it  in  the 
miserable  hope  of  making  that  officer  feel 
pecuniary  privation,  and  in  the  expectation, 
that  under  the  pressure  of  pecuniary  em* 
barrassment,  a  man  who  had  rendered  him- 
self obnoxious  to  them  would  be  obliged 
to  resign  his  seat  in  parliament,  and  seek 
refuge  in  a  foreign  country  ? 

It  is  extremely  painful  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  alluding  to  private  and  family 
circumstances :  but,  painful  as  it  is,  this 
view  of  the  question  has  so  important  a 
bearing  upon  the  case,  that  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  adverting  to  them.  They  are 
circumstances  connected  with  my  case, 
which  I  think  will  engage  the  sympathy 
as  well  as  the  justice  of  this  House. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  has  pleased 
Providence  to  afflict  more  than  pne  mem- 
ber of  my  &mily  with  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities  to  which  human  nature  is 
liable — and  it  is  equally  well  known, 
that  this  calamity  had  excited  feelings  of 
strong  sympathy  and  interest  in  the  mind 
of  the  kine.  When,  therefore,  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  advised  the  king  to  sub* 
scribe  his  hand  to  the  instrument  which 
was  not  only  to  effect  my  ruin  and  degra- 
dation, but  to  levy  war  on  the  domestic 
comforts  of  that  family,  -  and  mar  the 
prospects  of  unoffending  children,  it  was 
inferred  that  I  must  have  been  guilty  of 
fiome  heinous  and  enormous  offence — 
such  as  to  make  even  this  accumulated 
severity  of  punishment  a  measure  of 
lenity  anjMbrbcarance.  1  state  this  more 
feelingly,  because  I  know  that  British 
officers  of  high  rank,  who  were  not  ene- 
mies to  me,  nor  in  any  way  disposed  to 
aggravate  the  distress  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed, felt  persuaded,  in  their  blind  con- 
fidence of  the  justice  and  humanity  of  his 
majesty's  ministers,  that  I  should  not 
have  been  thus  removed  from  the  army 
without  inquiry,  if  the  publicity  of  a  trial 
had  not  been  calculated  to  augment  my 
disgrace,  and  aggravate  the  calamity  and 
distress  of  my  family.  The  journals,  sup- 
{)osed  to  be  under  the  influence  of  bis 


majesty's  ministers,  were  constaikfly 
throwing  out  the  same  insinuations  :  and 
scarcely  a  day  passed  in  which  I  was  not 
made  the  subject  of  some  scandalous 
libels.  The  authors  of  those  libels  knew 
that  they  could  propagate  slander  with 
impunity— -they  knew  tnat  they  were  not 
amenable  to  the  laws ;  because  there  was 
the  fact,  that  I  had  been  dismissed  the 
service  under  alt  the  circumstances  stated; 
and  the  inference  was  reasonable,  that  I 
could  not  have  been  so  dismissed,  without 
having  dishonoured,  and  rendered  myself 
unworthy  of,  my  profession. 

Will  his  majesty's  ministers  persist  in 
this  system  ?  Will  they  deprive  a  man 
who  has  contended  in  so  many  battles, 
and  toiled  in  so  many  campaigns,  for  the 
honour  of  his  country,  of  that  protection 
which  the  laws  extend  to  the  humblest 
artisan  and  mechanic?  If  tbey  will  per- 
sist in  this  course,  I  call  upon  this  House, 
as  dispensers  of  law  and  justice — I  call 
upon  them,  as  legislators  and  as  gentle- 
men, to  protect  me  on  this  occasion..  I 
entreat  them  not  to  be  influenced  by 
motives  of  political  bias.  I  conjure  them 
to  cast  away  all  party  feeling— to  do  by 
me  as  they  would  be  done  by  ;  and  to  ex- 
tend the  same  measure  of  justice  to  me» 
which  they  would  wish  to  see  extended 
to  themselves,  their  children,  their  rela- 
tives, or  their  friends.  If  I  am  innocent, 
I  have  a  right  to  be  tried,  that  I  may  re- 
ceive an  honourable  acquittal-rif  I  ani 
guilty,  the  law,  the  country,  the  army, 
have  a  right  to  know  my  offence.  They 
have  a  right  to  know  the  nature  and 
character  of  that  offence,  that  the  punish- 
ment which  it  demands  may  serve  as  an 
admonition  to  others.  What  is  the  ob- 
ject of  all  punishment  ?  Example.  ,  And 
where  is  the  example  I  What  benefit 
can  be  derived  to  discipline,  to  society, 
to  the  civil  or  military  establishment,  by 
inflicting  a  punishment,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  offence  is  studiously  concealed  I 
This  is  conduct  irreconcilable  even  with 
a  system  of  wild  justice  :  it  is,  in  fact, .  no 
justice  at  all — it  if  more  atrocious  and 
more  destructive,  in  its  consequences,  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  people,  .than 
the  dark,  mysterious  powers  of  the  In- 
quisition. £ven  the  Turk,  now  the  pb* 
ject  of  our  fostering  care,  when  he  jap- 
plies  the  bowstring,  or  strikes  off  the 
head  of  his  slave,  condescends  to  .affi;c  a 
label  00  the  breast  of  his  victim,  anppuoc* 
ing  the  crime  for  which  he  suffers. — If  I 
am  to  be  deprived  of  all  protection— -if 
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the  Home  tanction  a  system  of  terror, 
the  sure  precursor  of  a  military  despo- 
tism— if  toey  sanction  the  irresponsible 
power  of  punishing  without  accusation, 
they  will  make  the  officers  of  the  army 
the  blind  instruments  of  the  will  of  the 
eovereign— they  will  enable  the  sovereig^n 
to  annihilate  our  free  institutions  at  his 
pleasure*  to  frustrate  all  the  glorious 
labours,  and  render  nugatory  all  rthe 
generous  sacrifices,  of  our  ancestors. 

I  have  not  brought  my  case  under  the 
consideration  of  this  Ilouse,  without 
having  first  done  eveij  thing  in  my  power 
to  keep  it  in  the  official  channels.  1  ap- 
plied to  the  commander-in-chief,  until  I 
was  refused  access;  I  applied  to  the 
home^lepartment,  until  I  was  told  that 
perjury  would  be  protected  by  the  scab 
ef  office. 

I  am  aware  that,  in  bringing  forward 
this  question,  I  may  subject  myself  to  the 
imputation  of  ionoTating  upon  the  rules 
#f  equity,  and  that  the  course  I  am 
taking  may  appear  in  some  degree  preju- 
dicial to  tne  mterests  of  others  who  may 
be  pkced  in  the  same  situatt<m — ^for  I 
stand  here— -not  to  grapple  with  charges, 
but  with  shadows— not  with  substantial 
accusations,  but  with  surmises,  rumours, 
and  reports — still  it  is  the  truth.  It  is 
the  truth,  the  wjiole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  that  on  this  night  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  expose.  I  shall  do  so  with  a 
fetation  of  all  the  circumstantial  details 
that  have  occurred;  and  I  call  upon  any 
hon.  member  of  this  House,  acquainted 
with  any  of  tlie  particulars,  to  state  them; 
as  I  declare,  on  my  honour,  that  it  is  my 
conscientious  wish  every  circumstance 
connected  with  those  proceedinffs,  to 
which  I  have  been  a  party,  shomd  be 
thoroughly  exposed  and  canvassed. 

In    the   ignorance   in  which,    though 

Jiunisbed,  I  have  been  kept,  I  am  only 
eft  to  presume  that  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters have  recommended  my  removal  from 
the  army,  in  consequence  of  certain  trans- 
actions  which  occurred  either  on  the 
14th  of  August  last,  or  on  some  occasion 
connected  with  the  events  of  that  day. 

It  was,  sir,  on  the  9th  of  August,  at 
count  Orloff^s,  that  I  was  inform^  by  sir 
Charles  Stuart,  be  had-  just  received  a 
telegraphic  communication  of  the  demise 
of  the  Queen.  I  beg  most  particularlv  to 
call  the  attention  of  honourable  members 
to  this  fact,  because  I  know  it  has  been 
falsely  represented  for  the  purposes  of 
calumny.  It  has.  I  know,  been  most  in- 
VOL.VL 


dustriousl^  circulated,  that  I  first  received 
the  intelligence  of  her  majesty's  demise 
at  a  dinner  in  Paris,  at  which  were  as- 
sembled thirty  French  officers ;  and  that 
when  the  communication  was  made,  I 
used  an  expression  which  outraged  the- 
feelings  of  all  present.  The  answer  to 
that  base  calumny  is,  that  the  communi- 
cation of  her  majesty's  demise  was,  as  I 
have  stated,  imparted  to  me  by  the 
British  ambassador;  and  I  can  appeal  ta 
his  testimony  in  verification  of  that  fact. 

Having  understood  that  the  member 
for  Coventry  (Mr.  Ellice)  was  in  Paris, 
on  his  way  to  Ensland,  I  hastened  to  find 
him,  and  we  made  arrangements  to  travel 
together,  that  hon.  member  "having  post-" 
poned  his  journey  from  Thursday  until 
the  Saturday  morning,  at  day-break. 
The  hon.  member  will  testify  to  tne  truth 
of  this  statement ;  he  will  also  confirm 
what  I  now  say,  that  when  we  left  Parisy 
we  had  no  intelligence  of  any  particulars, 
only  of  the  mere  fact  of  the  queen'a 
death.*— We  travelled  lo  Boulogne,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  12th,  and  it  was  there 
that  I  was  informed,  by  a  French  courier, 
that  her  majesty's  funeral  was  to  t^e 
place  on  the  14th,  and  that  she  had  left 
orders  to  be  buried  at  Hanover— [some 
honoorable  member,  in  a  low  tone,  said 
Brunswick.]  Hanover,  I  think,  was  the 
place  the  courier  mentioned.  I  wrote  to 
Dr.  Lushington,  as.  one  of  the  executors 
of  the  Queen,,  and  in  that  letter,  <<  I  placed 
myself  at  the  disposition  of  the  executors^ 
as  being  anxious  to  pay  a  last  tribute  of 
respect  to  her  majesty,  by  attendance  at 
the  funeral.'*  I  wrote  abo  to  my  son, 
who  was  an  equerry  to  her  majesty,, 
desiring  him  to  wait  upon  the  executors, 
and  inform  them  that  I  should  be  in  Lon-« 
don  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ISth.  I 
arrived  on  that  afternoon,  and  was  in-« 
formed  by  my  son,  that  if  I  went  to  the 
Queen's  town-house,  I  should  find  a 
carriage  to  take  me  to  Brandenburgh 
House,  where  her  majesty's  executora 
would. be  in  attendance,  and  where  they 
expected  me.-*-I  went  immediately  to 
Sooth  Audley-street,  but  was  too.  late.  1 
crossed  over  to  the  lieuse  of  Alderman 
Wood,  whom  I  found  just,  preparing  to 
set  out  for  Brandenburgh  House,  with 
Mr.t  EUicew  I  accompanied  them ;  and  I 
call  upon  Mr.  A.  Wood  to  confirm  the 
statement  I  now  make.  Speaking  of 
myself  and  the  hon.  member  for  Coventry^ 
I  mentioned  our  mutual  intention  to 
attend  the  funendl  of  ber  majesty  ii^one 

U 


Digitized  by 


Google 


991]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,         Moiion  reipedingJke  Remwal  b/       ^t9^ 


of  iha  moaming-coachei  fumishfid  by  bit 
majeity's  governmeDt.  Havipg  learni 
from  Mr*  A.  Wood»  in  reply,  that  bis  ap* 
plicatioD  had  beea  refused,  I  told  him 
**  th^t  I  then  should  not  make  any  appli- 
cation, as  I  did  not  wish  to  expose  my- 
self to  a  similar  refusal,  of  ia  case  I  6b- 
tained  permission,  to  aggravate  the  aftront 
be  bad  received.** 

When  I  airived  at  Brandtnburgh 
House,  I  bad  no  conversation  with  any 
person  who  was  not  of  her  majesty's 
household.  I  mention  this  circumstance 
die  mora  particularly,  because  I  know  in- 
formation has  been  given,  that  I  had  at- 
tended a  clandestine  meeting  at  Hammer- 
smith, at  which  arrangements  were  made 
fbr  the  obstruction  of  her  majesty's 
funeral.  We  came  to  town  at  five  o^Jock, 
and  found  Dr.  Lushingtoo  and  Mr*  Wild 
engaged  in  a  correspondence  with  lord 
Liverpool,  there  being  a  doubt  whether  or 
DOt  the  funeral  would  tfike  place  next 
day;  ^  having  been  understood  by  the 
executors  that  no  arrangements  were 
made  at  Sudt  fbr  the  reception  of  the 
body«— ^fler  waiting  some  time,  the 
hon.  member  for  ll&ester,  Dr.  Lush- 
ingtoo, observed,  that  if  I  could  see  the 
kmi*  member  for  Aberdeen,  at  the  Free- 
masons' Tavern,  at  nroe  o^olook,  it  was 
possible  that  I  baight  receive  some  infor- 
mation whether  or  not  the  funeral  would 
take  place  on  the  next  di^«  Not  haviog 
seen  the  hen.  member  for  Aberdeen,  at 
nine  o'clock,  according  |o  a  request  con- 
veyed to  him  through  Mr.  Alderman 
Wood ;  and  believing  that  he  had  gone  to 
the  Freemasons^  Tavern  without  calling, 
on  me,  I  determined  t^  go  there.  On 
nay  arrival,  I  entered  a  room,  where  a  few 
sentkmen,  not  more  than  eleven  or 
Bvelve,  were  assembled :  I  was  asked  to 
go  into  a  larger  room,  where  I  understood 
a  number  of  gentlemep  were  assembled, 
(and  amongst  them  some  of  my  own  con- 
stituents) anxious  to  know  the  particulars 
as  to  the  funeral :  i  declined,  ^^  as  I  had 
BO  information  to  give,  or  explanation  to 
inake/'  I  almost  immediately  went  aw^y, 
and  so  miickly  returned  to  m^  own  house, 
that  my  Drother-io*law,  heutenant-geuOTal 
Bailey  Wallts,  whom  I  bad  left  there,  ob- 
served*  '*  that  ahhough  he  knew  I  moved 
rapidly,  he  could  not  believe  i  had  been 
to  Qreat  Queen  Street."  I  do  not  think 
my  stay  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  ex- 
ceeded five  minutes.  This  I  foel  to  be 
most  important,  because  I  know  it  has 
been. staled  that  I  came  from  Hammer- 


smitb  to  the  F^emasons'  l^eni,  with 
appearance  of  haste,  in  order  ^o  take  a 
part  in  tl^e  proceedings  of  that  meeting.  I 
went  afterwards  to  Brookes's  Club  House, 
where  I  met  the  hen.  member  for  Win* 
Chelsea  (Mr.  Brougham^  who  was  quite 
ignorant  of  the  definitive  avrangeraeott 
which  we  presumed  had  been  concerted 
between  lord  Liverpool  and  the  exeea- 
tore:  but,  before  eleven  o^clock.  Dr. 
Lushinffton  and  Mr.  Wild  came,  and  wq 
found  that  they  were  still  en^ed  in  their 
correspondence  with  lord  Liverpool,  and 
that  nothing  had  been  settled.  We 
separated  afUr  midnight,  with  an  under- 
standing that  we  should  meet,  at  id| 
events,  at  fijrfmdenburgh  House  in  tfie 
morning. 

Before  six  oVdoek  on  the  morning  of  the 
Hth,  I  called  on  Mr.  Brougham,  who  wae 
still  in  his  apartment;  and  I  then  pvoeeeded 
to  Mr.  Aldermaa  Weed's  house,  wK/sre  I 
mounted  a  sn^all  handsome  well-ieooditifii- 
ed  horse  belonging  to  him.  I  mentien  the 
description  of  the  horse,  b^qaufo  I  kneip 
t^ese  have  been  depositions  rdative  to  m 
man  mounted  on  a  tiall,  thin,  dark4Mpwa 
hor^e.  Proceeding  to  Brandenbufgh 
house,  I  held  no  conversation  with  any 
individual  whatsoever,  except  with  the 
worthy  alderman,  whose  carriage  I  over* 
took  2  nor  did  I  observe,  the  slightest  In- 
dication of  any  preparations  to'obstruca 
the  intended  route  of  the  fbnera|.  T|ie 
worth  V  alderman  will,  I  am  sure,  also  eeo- 
firm  this  statement. 

At  Brandenburg^h  house  I  held  no  oon- 
versation  with  any  one,  exoept  the  mem- 
bers of  her  majesty's  household.  There 
I  remained  in  th^  room  which  I  first  enter- 
ed, u^il  I  was  called  upon  by  the  hen. 
member  fbr  llcbestev,  Dr.  Lushioffton,  to 
accompanv  him  in  his  capacity  oran  exe- 
cutor, fo  the  room  where  the  Queen's  body 
hiy,  and  hear  the  protest  which  the  bon. 
member  foupd  himself  bound  to  malce. 
The  protest  wa9  read,  and  a  demand  was 
made  upon  the  undertaker  to  produce  the 
authority  under  which  he  was  about  to  re* 
■sove  the  body.  He  produced  a  paper, 
not  s^ned  by  any  seoretary  or  under  secre* 
tary^-ift  was'  merely  a  progtamme  of  the 
procession,  and  that  uns^ied,  which  he 
OaOed  his  autborily.  I  then  addressed 
myself  to  sir  G.  Naylor,  who  was  there  ia 
some  heraldic  character,  observing  <<  thai 
there  were  some  boo.  members  wbo  wn^ed 
to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect  by  riding 
at  the  side  of  the  beerse."  His  reply  was; 
<<  that  it  was  not  regular  on  sucb  occasip^ 
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•nd  thai  Ibe  proper  j^ace  for  tboae  gei^- 
tleiBeo  woudd  be  after  the  last  mouniMig 
coaoh."  I  ImBiediately  ciartjtd  that  i^ 
Ibrnatioo  to  tbeae  gentleitoen,  and  aboitt 
eight  o'do6k  the  funeral  procetfioiiy  m  th^ 
maooer  arranged,  left  Brandenbargb  house. 
It  proceeded  witbo«t  a  halt,  until  the  ad^ 
*vanced  post  arrifed  at  the  road  wbiofa 
atruok  cm  by  the  church  at  Kensiof^on. 
Some  time  after  the  haH«  mjsdf  and  other 
boo.  membferg  of  thit  Home,  heard  tbveral 
perfOBo,  coemg  down  the  lide  of  thef  ffro- 
etision,  aay  **  the^  was  mueb  confustoh 
aaoagM  tHe  parties  at  the  head  of  the  pr<^ 
<eiiiort>  and  that  the  ioldiers  wei^  catting 
dawn  the  people^''  It  was  remarked  to 
iheM)  '*  ra^  they  were  wrong  in  spread- 
ing fiiilse  nNBoars,  and  that  the  j  ovwhl  to 
h%  more  carefid/'  After  about  iln  boiAr's 
halti  the  re^Niri  of  seme  contention  be- 
tween the  peeplednd  these  who  conducts 
Ibe  MMrtf,  beiiig  repcited'by  others  pcis^ 
aing  lireiii  thife  phm  where  the  int6m»|rtion 
"Otearredi  1  ask^  lAj  hon.  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen^  id  aedbmpany  ftie  fo, 
Ibe  spot^  in  ordet  to  ascertain  the  ^eal 
tanse  ef  the  kah.  Seine  gientlen&en  wished 
le  iooempany  ol,  but  this  kas  positirely 
rtfusad.  We  prdeecded  until  We  drrtVed 
dose  to  the  ettoer  who  eomrimnded  the 
Uoes.  His  counferianee  waa  familiar  tb 
mtt  bui  bis  naine  onknewb.  i  believe 
hiln  to  b^  beutenant-colohel  BovreriCi  I 
•eBlered  Jbto  cboversatieB' with  hinf,  and 
said  **  I  mdentodd  that  a  message  bad 
been  sent  to  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  M  the 
pnrp^sb  of  fboertAining  whether  or  not  the 
ptotssaiuu  should  be  allowed  fo  pats 
through  the  city/  That  i  thbughi  (bis 
would  be  the  best  way  to  settle  this  (fue»- 
lion,  for  the  undertaker  did  not  sfeem  to 
have  ally  powers,  and  oeitahily  none  wh?ch 
would  justify  tbe  Interference  of  tht  mili- 
lary."  The  officer  answered,  «<  thai  hb 
edosidered  himself  in  corankand  of  a  gnard 
•f  bonder,  and  that  he  did  not  fefel'  it  hi^ 
doty  to  ibterfere  withodlan  express  order 
and  soffibienl  authority.^*  «« But,'*  he 
added/  **  the  people  A#e  adting  very  wro^. 
Ikey  have  slopped  a  bsggage^waggon 
proceeding  t6  Wmdsor  under  the  charge 
of  a  non^eotaraiMioned  officer  of  the  mi 
gttkids."  1  observed  to  him,-  <«  that  it 
was-  verjr  hard  on<  the  soldiekev  and  Rib 

Sr  wooseo  td  be  kept  in  tha^  delogw  of 
/  and  I  wboki  endeavour  to'permde 
Ibe  peepla  t»  release  tbe  waegoni"  Thb 
cottaMUidiag  oficeir  saMr  **  be  only*  ex^ 
^tetoed  midTOPicltot^'  Id^whieh  I  fepded; 
«« Adil  oeu&deied  It  ebly  tfa  his  opinkmi** 


I  ndoved  fbrward  knd  expostulated  with 
the  people^  stilting  <*the  hardship  upon 
the  battalion  which  had  marched,  to  be 
deprived,  on  arrival  at  their  quarters,  of 
their  comforts  and  their  wtvesr  when  the 
people  very  good-humOuredly  assented  to 
m V  proposition,  and  the  #aggon  was  allow* 
ed  to  proceed  on  its  route.  The  non-com- 
laissioned  officer  touching  his  cap  in  token 
of  acknowledgement. 

I  then  resumed  ni|y  place  in  the  rear  of 
tb^  nouming^coadhes,  from  which  I 
riever  stirred  but  to  ^  up  what  appeared 
a  blind  htn^t  but  which  X  found  was  con* 
netted  with  Kenshigloo.  Tbe  enly  pei^ 
loh  to  whom  I  spoke  was  a  gentleman's 
tfeihrant,  who,  seeing  me  vet'y  #et,  civilly 
abked  me  to  tske  sheher  in  his  stable.  In 
five  HiintHfes  the  procession  moved  forward 
in  ih6  diifection  of  Hyde  Park ;  and  soion 
aftei^i  a  genllemlm  rode  down  the  line, 
eommteiicating  the  information  that  Sir 
R.*  Baker  had  agreed  to  the  progress  of 
the  processioA  throuah  the  city,  ra  com*- 
pltance  with  the  wislies  of  the  people. 
Th^  head  of  the  procession  had  aclually 
passed  the  gale  or  Hyde  Park,  when  t6 
gener^  surprise,  tbe  b^rse  was  turned 
round  add  entered  the  Park  gates.  The 
pie6p}e  seamed  very  angry^  and  exprelsed 
themselves  aa  if  thev  fek  deceivedL  Tli6 
gentleman  who  had  commutiieated  the 
consent  of  Sir  R.  Baker  to  the  movement 
throdgfa  the  city,  a(lpehred  again,  and  was 
obliged  to  pacify  the  people,  ^rritatM 
against  himself,'  by  declaring  th^t  he  had 
dnly  r^ealed  what  Shr  R»  Baker  had 
anthorised  him  to  state.  The  procession 
moved  on  very  rapidly  through  the  Park^ 
a'  ^reat  mass  of  tne  people  accompany  ingi 
•A'OVhen  near  Stanhope  Street  gate^  tmi 
rear  coach  was  baited,  and  I  saw'  colonel 
Cavendish  in  coloured  clothes,'  riding  fast 
back  from  Cuifaberland-^te.  He  saluted 
ns  as  he  passed ;  mid  1  imagined,  by  hii 
manner  and  pace,  that  he  was  going  for 
lrodps«  Id  a  few  minutes  a  party  of  thd 
Lifi^Guards  inoved  riptdly  by  our  right 
towatds  Cumbferland*gale.>-^Tbe  Ht)use 
are  aware  that  the  ac^lerated  movement 
of  cavalry  has  ahrily^  an  ag^^ressive'  cha*« 
ractei',  more  paHieulalrly  when  the  ad^ 
vance  is  made  through'  collected  crowds; 
Tbepebple  Ihot^ht so^hooted, aiid used 
iomb  onbniiv^  expressions.*— I  saw  no 
sioaes  ftrewtt-  at  tbe  time,  but  an'  hon* 
Bsember  present  has  told  me  that  he  did-^ 
presently  we  saw  the  people  dying  back 
m  crdilt  oonfuaioh  from  Ctrakberland-gate 
aniOd  ddjeinirig  parts ;  the  life-guardis 


Digitized  by 


-Google 


695]    HOUSE  Ot  COMMONS*         Motion  rtipeeting  ih$  Hmmd  of        [tSff 

were  also  seen  through  tht  railmg  gallop- 
jng  backwards  and  forwardf»  aod  flourish- 
ing their  swords;  many  persons  came 
back  and  said,  *'  the  cavalry  were  cutting 
at  the  people."  These  reporters  were 
again  rebuked,  for  we  imagined  the 
cavalry  were  only  clearing  the  way,  with 
that  temper  and  harmless  intimidation 
which,  in  most  cases  have  characterised 
their  interposition.  Presently  a  shot  was 
heard — a  second,  and  a  third  followed.*- 
I  determined  immediately  to  go  for- 
ward. Some  honourable  member*  ad- 
vised ne  not,  from  personal  considera- 
-tions.  i  replied,  *^  that  it  was  my  doty 
to  preserve  or  restore  the  peace  if  I 
could ;  that  I  thought  I  might  be  useful, 
and  that  no  personal  considerations  should 
influence  me  to  neglect  mv  duty.'*  In 
advancing  I  spoke  with  lord  Hood,  and 
when  I  reached  Cumberland-gate,  I  found 
a  difficulty  in  passing,  as  the  leaders  of 
the  leading  mourning-coach  stood  in  the 

fateway.  Some  person,  however,  who 
new  me,  lifted  up  the  bars  of  the  traces, 
and  I  got  through— a  circumstance  which 
I  state  to  enable  others  to  fix  the  moment 
4>f  mv  arrival.  On  passing  the  gate,  I 
•aw  the  hearse  in  the  middle  of  the  street 
with  the  Blues  steadily  formed  round  it, 
i>ut  the  life-guards  in  great  confusion, 
aimilar  to  that  which  occurs  when  cavalry 
are  suddenly  thrown  back  or  unexpectedly 
checked  in  some  deployment.  With  one 
gkmee  of  the  eye,  I  percei? ed,  that  what- 
aver  might  have  been  the  original  orders, 
4he  men  had  aow  broken  away  from  all 
authority<v-^iat  whatever  might  have  been 
the  oriffmal  provocation,  a  continued  firing, 
instead  of  assisting  the  restoration,  tend^ 
to  promote  a  further  breach  of  the  peace. 
I  asked  for  a  auiffistrate— *I  could  be 
directed  to  none^l  asked  for  an  officer 
F— 1  could  find  none  at  the  moment^I 
rode  forward  to  the  advanced  groupe,  and 
asked  them,  by  whose  orders  they  were 
firing.  They  said,  <<  they  had  no  orders, 
but  that  they  had  been  ill-ireated."  I 
put  the  question  to  another  party,  firing 
towards  the  turnpike-gate,  who  were  in 
equal  disorder*  and  I  received  many  a 
similar  answer.    I  heard  the  people  say, 


**  they  wish  to  kill  more  of  us ;''  a  man 
showed  me  his  wounded  hand,  and  almost 
at  the  same  instant  a  pistol-shot,  fired 
from  behind,  passed  so  near  my  face  that 
I  thought  the  skin  was  grazed,  a  circum- 

*    Mr.  Hume  stated  in  the  House^ 
jihat  I  held  this  conversation  with  him. 


stance  which  made  a  greater  ImiHiBssioii 
on  me,  as  some  person,  I  believe  one  of 
the  marshalmeb,  had  said  on  mv  going 
forward,  «  Sir  Robert,  they  are  only  firing 
blank-cartridges  to  frighten."  I  turned 
round  immediately  to  the  man  who  I  con* 
ceived  had  fired,  when  I  saw  two  or  three 
men  re-loading  their  pistols.  I  immedi- 
ately said,  <*  It  is  quite  disgraceful  to 
continue  firing  in  this  manner,  for  the 
people  are  unarmed :  remember  you  are 
soldiers  of  Waterloo,  do  not  lose  your 
honours  gained  on  that  occasion.  Yoa 
])ave  had  cannon  shot  at  your  head,  never 
mind  a  few  stones."  I  solemnly  declare 
that  so  far  from  being  carried  away  by 
passion,  I  did  not  even  use  an  oath  on 
the  occasion.  The  soldiers  seemed  fusi- 
ble to  the  rebuke,  and  one  of  them  said, 
<'  Come,  let  us  put  up  pistols  and  form.** 
The  firing  immediately  ceased;  and  I 
almost  immediately  perceived  asentleman, 
mounted  on  a  troop  horse,  who  I  imagined 
was  a  magistrate,  and  who  proves  to  be 
Mr.  White.  I  said,  with  some  animation^ 
<<  Sir,  there  has  been  firing,  and  a  tnagis*- 
trate  ought  to  be  with  the  troops  in  suck 
a  case.  With  great  mildness,  he  replied, 
<<  he  had  been  where  there  were  impedi- 
ments, and  there  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
been."  I  was  struck  by  his  manner,  and 
as  courteously  as  I  could,  observed,  that 
**  no  doubt  he  had  done  what  he  ought, 
but  he  must  be  aware  that  officertaad 
soldiers  were  placed  in  the  most  painful 
and  embarrassing  situations  when  a  ma- 
^trate  was  not  with  themV  and  I  con- 
jured him  to  keep  by  the  co 
officer ;  he  said  <*  he  would,''  and 
an  observation  which  fully  confirmed  the 
view  I  had  taken  of  the  whole  proceedmg. 

S State,  state!  from  many  members  of 
le  House].  (No,  I  do  not  wish  it. 
I  am  here,  not  in  the  character  of 
an  accuser.  I  am  now  upon  my  own  de* 
fence.)  At  that  moment  I  saw  the  com« 
mandiog-officer  of  the  life-guards  cominff 
from  Cumberland-gate  rapiSy.  I  lamented 
what  had  passed..— He  said  *<  he  had  givea 
♦no  orders  to  fire,  and  that  he  regretted 
the  soldiers  had  done  so."  I  then  beaded 
him  to  keep  a  magistrate  close  by  turn* 
He  said  *f  he  would."— I  perceived  Mr. 
White  and  presented  him;  adding  to 
nugor  Oakes,  <<  you  had  better  oi^era 
dragoon  by  his  side  to  keep  him  near  vou.'* 
Observing,  however,  that  the  tumult  was 
likely  to  be  renewed,  I  mentioned  to 
major  Oakes,  <*  that  I  feared  angrv  fed>» 
ings,  after. what  bad  passed^  wmM  coa« 
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tinue  so  long  as  his  detachment  remaineil 
on  the  ground/'     He  said,  ^  that  having 
dene  his  daty  by  removing  the  impedi- 
ments at  Combenand-gatey  be  did  not  feel 
it  necessary  to  stop  any  longer,  but  he 
would  go  to  the  comnumding-oiBScer  of  the 
blues,  as  I  understood  him,  and  mention 
his  intention  to  withdrair/*    He  returned, 
and  gave  an  order  for  the  detachment  to 
file  from  the  right  to  the  front,  with  the 
view,  as  I    conceived,  of  passing  back 
through  the  park.    I,  therefore,  took  the 
liberty  of  remarking,  *<  that  he  had  better 
not  move  his  detachment  back  through  the 
crowd,  along  a  line  of  loose  flint  stones, 
and  by  the  hearse,  but  advance  along 
Edgware-road,  and  take  the  first  street  to 
the  right.''     He  said  **  he  would  execute 
4hat  suggestion.''    On  turning  the  comer, 
I  did  see  one  soldier  struck  violently  by  a 
-stone  on  the  casque,  who  showed  the 
greatest  temper  and  forbearance:  but  I 
iledare,  that  from  the  moment  of  my  pass- 
ing through  Cumberland-gate,  there  was 
only  an  occasional  stone  flune,   which 
seemed  to  be  provoked  by  the  nring.^It 
being  difficult  to-  get  back  at  the  moment, 
I  proceeded  op  the  £dgware*road  a  few 
yards,   when    an  officer  of  the    horse- 
guards,  accompanied  by  six  men,  came 
up  and  delivered  an  order,  which  I  do 
not  think  it  proper  to  slate,  as  I  over- 
beHrd  it  inddentaJly,  to  the  officer  of  the 
Uaes.  Seeing  him  with  so  small  a  detach- 
ment, and  fearing,  firom  what  I  perceived, 
a  renewal  of  hostile  feelings  between  the 
life-guards  and  the  people,  I  said,  <*  You 
are  not  aware,  perhaps,  that  there  has 
been  firing  from   a  detachment  of  your 
regiment:  your  party  may  be  mistdcen, 
and  as  you  have  so  few  men,  would  it 
not  be  better  to  avoid  the  risque  of  any 
further  contention  V*    He  said  **  he  had 
executed  his  orders,  and  would  retire.'' 
He  did  so— on  passing  round  the  leaders 
of  the  leading  coach,  there  was  some  en- 
tanglement, which  I  assisted  in  removing, 
^and  the  procession  moved  on  along  the 
New-road.    Having  determined   to  fall 
back  and  replace  myself  in  my  station,  in 
doing  so  I  joined  a  gentleman,  who,  I 
believe,  was  sir  R.  Baker,  to  whom  I  ex- 
pressed regret  that  the  tumult  bad  oc- 
curred, and  observed,  •*  this  was  the  most 
improper  of  all  occasions  for  such  dis- 
oroers:  but  it  was  fortunate  the  blues 
.seemed  popular,*  as  that  mig^t  prevent 
«he  renewal  of  the  tumult." 


f  Hie  tef ml* popokr,"  applied  to  the 


Having  regained  my  place  behind  the 
mourningi-coaches,  I  remsined  there  till 
we  reached  Ilford,  when  I  returned  to 
town  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and 
dined  at  my  own  house — a  circumstance 
which  I  state,  because  I  know,  and  the 
noble  marquess,  I  believe,  knows,  a  gen- 
tleman, no,  he  cannot  deserve  that  name, 
an  individual,  who  went  to  one  of  the 
departments,  and  officially  affirmed,  **  that 
on  this  very  day  I  dined  with  a  person 
whom  I  never  saw  in  my  life,  and  drank 
a  most  vulgar,  if  not  a  most  treasonable, 
toast." 

I  know  not  whether  any  other  calumny 
has  included  me  in  any  transactions  at 
Colchester;  if  it  should  have  done  so,  I 
assert,  that  my  only  acts  there,  were,  to 
attend,  as  a  mourner,  the  removal  of  the 
coffin  fVom  the  hearse  into  the  church,  and 
to  advise  adjournment  into  the  vestry- 
room,  after  a  controversy  with  the  exe- 
cutors and  undertakers  had  commenced. 
Having  lefl  the  funeral  at  Harwich,  I  re- 
turned to  London.  On  my  arrival,  I  met 
a  friend  in  the  street,  who  told  me,  *<  that 
I  was  to  be'hung  and  quartered,  as  it  was 
supposed  I  was  the  person  who  had  pre- 
arranged all  the  obstructions  to  the  funeral 
of  the  Queen.''  I  considered  it  as  a  joke, 
and  at  that  moment  paid  no  farther  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  I  heard  the  same 
charge  more  gravely  stated  afterwards  by 
persons  of  high  consideration ;  and  in  coii* 
sequence,  1  went  to  the  earl  of  Har- 
rington, the  colonel  of  the  life-goatds,  but 
not  finding  iiim  in  town,  I  begged  his  son 
to  communicate  to  his  lordship  the  general 
facts  of  the  case,  and  the  feelme  by  which 
I  had  been  actuated ;  but  as  the  reports 
increased  of  an  intended  inquiry— as  I 
heard  of  threats  and  menaces  that  I  should 
be  turned  out  of  the  army,  I  consulted 
some  of  my  friends,  and,  amongst  others, 
my  honourable  colleague,  stating,  that  I 
was  unwilling  to  take  any  public  step, 
as  I  did  not  wish  to  influence,  by  any 
statement  of  mine,  the  opinion  of  the  in- 
quests then  sittina— they  concurred  with 
me  that  it  .would  be  unadvisable  to  volun- 
teer any  comm^inication,  but  they  agreed 
in  the  propriety  of  my  going  to  the  duke 
of  York.  I  went  to  the  horse-guards  on 
the  27th  of  August,  and  found  his  royal' 
highness  was  absent,  at  Brighton,  but  I 
saw  sir  Herbert  Taylor,  his  secretmy,  and 
.stated  tohim,'  **  that  I  should  have  gone 
•  ill       -i  tit  >i  I 

4ncidenUoftheday,andwas,  I  am  confi- 
dent^ so  undersloiTO  by  the  magistrate. 
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toBrigbCon,  but  I  tboo^  the  duke  of 
York  might  not  wish  to  htre  atttntHm 
escited  by  my  arriyal  therewithal  I  wishod 
to  stale  to  his  royal  highness^  I  was  aware 
there  were  many  deuLmatory  repdrta  in 
chrcolatioa  to  oiy  prejadice;  that  I  thought, 
however,  it  would  not  become  me  to 
notice  them  uolesi  they  had  made  some 
ittpression  oa  hk  royal  hlghocBs's  mind ; 
but  in  case  they  had  done  lo,  and  assumed 
any  official  shape,  that  I  was  willing  and 
eager  to  meet  them/'  I  added,  **  that  I 
was  moreover  controlled  from  giving  in 
any  statement,  by  a  desire  not  to  appear 
iv  the  character  of  an  accuser,  when  the 
coroner's  inquest  waa  still  sitting;  aad 
that  as  I  had  left  two  ohildren  unsettled 
m  France,  unlesi  1  received  some  official 
cemmunicatton^  I  shooldy  within  k  short 
time,  go  back  to  Paris/'  The  conference 
ended  m  the  drawing  up  of  a  miniite, 
which  I  shaH  now  reed  to  the  House : 

^*  Horse  Guardtf  9^ih  August^  1821. 
**  Major-gen6rar  sir  Robert  Wilson  called 
upon  sir  Herbert  TajlOr,  and  stated,  th&t 
he  understood  th^t  there  Were  manv  ca- 
lumnious BAitffepr^s^ntatfons  afloat^  in  re- 
gard to  the  pArt  which  he  took  ib  the 
piroceedings  of  the  Htb  Augu^;^  but 
that,  as  fio  tfflScidl^  communication  had 
been  made  to  him  On  (he  subject,  and  as 
he  ledms  from  sir  Herbert  Taylor  that 
be  bad  not  beeb  instructed  by  the  (^oifi- 
maader-in-chief  to  mdke  any  to  him,  he 
did  not  feel  that  htf  wds  called  upon^  6x 
that  he  could  with  propriety  notice  diem 
in  any  representation  to  hift  ro^af  high- 
ness, but  that  he  feefs  at  alfCioies  pre« 
pared  to  refute  them.  Under  tneie 
circumslancea,.  sir  Herbert  Tayldf  de- 
clined receiving  any  private  communica- 
tion from  sir  Robert  Wilson,  Read  to 
sir  Robert  Wilson  and  approved  by  him. 
"  (Signed)       H,  TAYtoR.'^ 

V  had.  offered  to  riiew  the  statemeal  I 
Jiad  drawn  out  to^  sir  Herbert  Taylor  in 
private  confidence,  and  ibr  such  use  as 
nei  m%hs  judge  expedient,  having:  no 
wish  W  cenc^  any  part  of  the  transac- 
tions i»  whieh^  I  had  been  concerned,  est*' 
cent  as  far  as  the  publicity  might  be  pre- 
jsioicial  t«  othersir  I  did  not  receive  atiy 
eemoMitiicalion :  and  on  the  Sth  of  Sep- 
tember I  went  to  Pavia ;  bul  on  the  19th 
of  SepCeodberl  recdted  a;not6  from  sir 
CX  Stuart,  ftoqueethig  me  to  cait  upon  him, 
•a-h#ha4ft-  eoBMnaniealioB-  te^  mako  ase' 
ftoa»  Ua  a^jeal/a  govetiMBwnt  Befisre  I 
called  OD^aif  e«  SUMtft^  ^ofitb&nomkig  [ 


of  the  1K)th,  I  went  aoddentally  ialo  t 
public  oofBge^roon,  and  there  I  ailw  a 
paragraph  in  a  French  paper,  extracted 
trotn  th6  English  Courier^  stating  nsy  db* 
mission  from  the  army,  in  the  same  terma 
al  I  subsequentlv  found  wete  used  in  the 
official  letter.  I  proceeded  to  sir  C* 
Stuart,  and  he  save  rile  a  letter  from  tha 
commander-in-chief,  which  I  shall  now 
riad  to  the  House : 

"  Horse-Guards^  Sepiemher  IS,  1821. 
<'  Sir,— •!  have  it  in  commfand  n*om  hia 
majesty,  to  inform  you,  that  he  no  longer 
requires  your  services.    I  am,  sir, 

Frederick,  Commander-lA-chief. 
•*  Sir  Robert  Wilson." 

Thus,  in  two  lines  and  a  half  did  I  find 
aqraelf  stripped  of  my  commissimH-de^ 
graded  of  my  rank---plundered  of  my 
propcrty-*-with  every  profession^  espeo» 
tatioa annihilated!  1  considered  the  letter 
of  the  commander  in  chief  an  official  com** 
manicationr^  and  nottiing  more  as  regsjrded 
himself,  to  when  I  have  always  felt»  knd 
fiM^  always  fed,  gratei^l  for  many  pr««- 
vioae  acto  of  kmdness »  bat  stilU  as  tfa« 
letter  is  sigoed  by  bit  tojtA  higbneos^  I 
shall  not  dwell  more  upon  its  atyle  and 
conteBia.  The  samedayldispatoheitha 
following  letter  to  his  ifSTal  hif^nesa : 

Sir  >-^The  letter  of  your  royal  highness 
dated  the  15th  of  September,  waa  ddi* 
vered  into  osy  handa  this  morning  by  hia 
ezeeliency'  sir  Charies  Stsart.  After  the 
interview  1  had  with  sir  Herbert  Taylor^ 
joixt  royal  higknesa's  soctatary,'  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st  of  Aogaai,  in  wlnck 
i  stated  my  personal  desire  to  meet  aad 
challenge  iaqoirj  into  cahimnio9  and  mia^ 
vepresentationa  notoriously  circulated^  to^ 
gi^her  with  tbe  motivea  of  nnr^rbea^aiioe, 
until  offichdiy  called  upon,  mm  gMag  ia 
any  statement  of  the  cunduol  1  felt  it  my 
du^  to  parsne  on  the  14<th  inatani,  when 
attending  the  funeral  proceaston  of  her 
late  majesty ;.  I  could  not  but  be  greatly 
astonished  to  find  the  newspaper  stat^ 
menttf  of  aay  dtamissa)'  from  tbe  service, 
without  any  inquiry,  or  previoua  com*- 
munioatioo  of  alleged  chargel^  thus  offi^ 
oialhr  cmKfiraikd.  Bat  (stiu  appeal  with 
oonidenoe  ta  his  majestji^s  sense  of  joa- 
ticei  that  be  will  gcinpwaj  apj>lioalton  for 
the  hastitutiov  of  saase  muitaiy  court, 
belsre  whieh  I  may  have  an  o^portuoifty 
to  viodioate  aytoeUl  and  prove  the  Ala»* 
hood  of  those  accusatlonsi  wbatev«r  they 
nay  bor  whieHiavo  diapoacd  his  majjesly 
td  veiAei^  me  Jroaa  m  ainqrio  ithiebl 
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have  served  twenty-^nbe  years,  ^nd  in 
wfaidi  I  purcluMad  eirery  commiision,  with 
the  exeeptioD  of  the  junior  one.  I  await, 
1^  Parii>  yeur  royd  highnes9'8  answer, 
but  shall  be  ready  to  appear  before  any 
court  of  inquiry,  or  court-martiali  at  the 
earliest  notice.  I  have  the  hoqour  to  be, 
te.  (Signed)  R.T,Wm,sok. 

Pari^  September  20,  1821. 

On  the  24th  September,  I  found  my* 
self  oblijg^  to  write  a  letter  to  major 
Oakes,  in  copseau^nce  of  a  statement  in 
the  papers  which  completely  misrepre- 
sented the  conversation  I  had  held  with 
that  officer,  on  the  14th  of  August.    It 
is  my  intention  to  read  to  the  House  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  us, 
but,  to  aioid  eooftision  in  the  narrative, 
I  shsll  suspend  the  recital  until  after  I 
have  adverted  to  all  the  official  corres- 
pondence which  took  place  between  his 
foval  h^faness,  lord  Sidraouth,  and  m;jF- 
weaff  in  pursuance  of  my  object  to  obtain 
trid  and  redress*   On  the  29th  September, 
I  received  the  duke  ef  York^  answer, 
dated  September  25,  in  which  his  royal 
highness  stated,  that  «  his  maiest^  does 
not  jndge  it  proi>er  to  comply  with  the 
wish  expressed  in  it.**    On  October  8rd, 
I  left  nris,  and  reached  London  on  the 
7th,  having  received  roijor  Oakes's  an- 
swer on  the  nrecedtng  evening  at  Pover. 
On  the  8th,  oerag  still  anxious  to  keep. 
If  possible,  the  proceeding  in  the  regular 
muitary  channel,   and  disconnect  it  with 
pdiUcal  considerations— motives  that  had 
determined  me  to  remain  at  Parts  until  I 
received  his  royal  bighness's  first  answer, 
I  addressed  a  second  letter  to  his  ro^al 
highness,  in  which  I  referred  to  my  ror- 
mer  letter,  **  stating  defence  where  there 
was  no   charge  had  been  rendered  im- 
possible; but  that  I  denied  the  truth  of 
all  the  reports  ia  circulation,   and  that  I 
had  proved  their  ftdsehood  in  every  case 
whidi  admitted  of  contact  with  them. 
That  there  could  be  no  doubt  I  was 
amenable,  before  dismissed,  to  a  court- 
martial,  and  that  I  was  still  ready,  after 
dismissal,  to  submit  vohmtarily  to  mili- 
.  tary  juvisdfctlon^^     This  was  not  without 
precedent.     It  had  happened  in  the  case 
if  lord  Oec^ge  SackviHe,  who,  on  the 
ophiion  of  the  twelve  judges,  wm,  after 
msmmel',  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and 
tibere  were  many  other  instances  of  the 
same  kind.    On  the  next  day  I  received 
a  letter  from  bis  royal  highness,  stating 
^  thai  having  communicated  his  majesty's 


sentiments  upon  mv  former  letter,  he  did 
not  consider  himself  warranted  in  taking 
any  further  steps.*'    Thus  did  1  find  my- 
self permanently  dismissed  fpom  the  ser- 
vice without  inquiry,  my  income  confis« 
cated,  my  property  plundered,  and  my 
name  and  character  exposed  to  every 
obloquy  which  malice  might  invent,  and 
slanderous    tongues    circulate  *- still    I 
did  not  despair  —  I  hoped  still  that  I 
should  obtain  justice  from  his  majesty, 
and  with  that  view^  I  oiade  an  application 
to  lord-vispQunt  Sidmputh,  stating  "  thai 
as  I  heard  it  had  b^en  given  in  mfarma* 
tion,  I  had  attended  some  meetings  at  ^ 
Mr.  Youde's  house,  in  Hammersmith^ 
previously  to  the  Queen's  funeral,  and 
had  then  and  there  planned  aJl  the  ob« 
structions  to  its  course,  I  requested  n 
copy  of  the  information,  that  I  might 
prosecute  the  party^  who  had  ^o  sworn, 
for  periury."    Lord  Sidmouth  replied, 
**  that  he  did  not  couceive  he  was  tho 
proper  channel  through  which  this  com- 
muoicatioo  should  be  made."    I  imme« 
diately  wrote  to  sir  Richard  fiirnie,  a 
letter,  dated  October  20,  **  in  which  I  re-> 
quested  a  copy  of  an  information  that  had 
been  lodged  at  Bow-street.**    Sir  Richard 
Birnie,  after  one  or  two  interviews,  au** 
thorised  me  to  public  the  minute,  in 
which  it  is  affirmed,  <<  that  the  magistrates 
who  had    assembled    at  Hammersmith, 
were  unanimously  satisfied  that  sir  Robert 
WUson  had   never  been    in  the  house 
of  Mr,  Youde,  and  that  the  information 
was  false.*'    I  had,  however,  ascertained 
that    depositions  against    me  had  been 
lodged  at  the  home-department ;  and  that 
ope  in  particular  stated,  <<  that  I  had 
been  seen  with  a  pewter-pot  in  my  hand, 
encouraging  the  people  to  pull  up  the 
pevement,  and  offer  obstructions  to  the 
funeraL"    I  accordingly  wrote  again  to 
lord  Sidmouth  for  a  copy  of  the  deposi- 
tion, stating,  *^  the  motive  was  to  prose* 
cute  the  party   for  perjury  ^   and  his 
lordship,  in  bis  letter  replied*  **  that  he 
should  not  think  himself  justified  in  ffivlnsr 
the  directions  for  vdiich  I  bad  iqiiplied. 
It  wi^  to  me.  however»  a  very  hard  casoy 
that,  such  deposUiona  could  be  lodged, 
and  1  could  curtain  no  copy  to.  enable  oie 
to  prosecute  for  perjury,  the  person,  who 
had  sworn  so  falsely,,  that  the  meaos^ware 
denied  me  to  vindicate  my  own  character 
from  those  aspersions   which  naturally 
most  have  haJ  somt^  ibflueoce  on  the 
measuto  of  punMiment  that  h^  majesty "b 
miaistefa  hM,  in  theiv^  netiona  ef  j^istiee^ 
thouglit  proper  to  inflict. 
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'  Before  I  make  aoy  further  comments,  I 
will  DOW  read  to  the  House  the  cor* 
respoodence  which  passed  between  me 
and  major  Oakes,  which  has  not  been 

fublished,  and  which  the  House  will, 
have  no  doubt,  consider  to  possess  an 
Important  bearing  on  the  case.  It  was 
on  the  24th  September,  that  I  first  wrote 
to  major  Oakes,  and  addressed  him  the 
following  letter : 

"  Pans,  Sep.  24/*,  1821. 
**  Sim;  —  Having  just  seen  in  the 
Times  newspaper  of  the  20th  inst,  the 
statement  of  a  reported  conversation  that 
passed  between  jou  and  myself,  on  Tues- 
day the  14th  of  August,  I  address  my- 
st&,  with  confidence,  to  you,  for  the  con- 
tradiction of  that  statement ;  as  you  will 
be  sensible  of  its  perversion  of  the  fact, 
and  the  injurious  tendency  of  its  fabrica- 
tion. You  will  doubtless  have  felt,  that, 
so  far  from  any  hostile  language  having 
been  uttered  by  either  party  to  each 
other,  I  presented  myself  to  you  with 
auch  peaceable  spirit,  that  you  informed 
me  you  had  given  no  orders  to  fire  —  that 
you  regretted  the  firing  had  taken  place 
—  that  you,  moreover,  kindly  received 
the  suggestion  made  to  keep  the  magis- 
trate (whom  I  introduced  to  you  at  the 
same  time)  close  by  yourself;  and  that, 
eventually,  according  to  another  sugges- 
tion, when  you  stated,  you  conceived 
your  further  contin\iance  with  vour  de- 
tachment was  no  longer  required  by  your 
orders  ;  that  instead  of  passing  your  de- 
tachment to  the  rear  (to  use  mv  own  ex- 
pressions at  the  time),  by  the  hearse, 
through  an  irritated  populace,  and  a  long 
line  of  flint  stones,  you  advanced  your  de- 
tachment, and  took  the  first  street  in  the 
New  Road,  leading  into  the  town. 

"  I  have  already  reouested  a  court  of 
inquiry,  or  court-martial,  before  which  all 
the  transactions  of  the  day,  in  which  1 
was  concerned,  may  be  investigated:  — 
but  I  could  not  treat  a  relation,  which 
engaged  so  much  attention,  from  the 
introduction  of  your  name,  with  that  silent 
forbearance  which  1  have  observed  to- 
wards the  other  various  calumnies  to 
which  active  currency  has  been  given  in 
some  public  journals  ;  and  as  it  would  ap- 
pear from  them  in  magisterial  inquiries. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  R.  T.  Wilson. 

"  As  your  receipt  of  this  letter,  and 

?our  answer,  is  of  so  much  consequence, 
have  passed  it  through  the  bands  of  a 


friend  (General  Long),  who  will  diarge 
himself  with  the  conveyance  of  your  re- 
ply.'' 

The  House  will  be  pleased  to  keep  in 
its  recollection,  that  there  are  three  princi- 
pal points  in  my  application .  to  major 
Oakes.  1st,  That  the  major  stated  to 
me,  he  had  given  no  orders  to  fire.  2nd,' 
That  I  presented  the  magistrate  to  him. 
Srd»  That  I  suggested  a  movement  of 
the  military  in  &eir  interest,  and  the 
general  interest,  to  prevent  a  renewal  of 
the  tumult.  Major  Oakes  replied  iir  a 
letter,  dated  the  SOth  September,  which  I 
shall  now  read  to  the  House,  as  it  is  alsa 
the  first  time  this  letter  has  been  mad^ 
public : 

«  Hifde  Park  Barracks,  SOA  Sept.  1821, 
^  **  Sir  ;— In  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion, recorded  yesterday  evening,  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  consent  tO' 
to  make  myself  the  organ  of  contradictioa 
to  the  various  reports  in  circulation, 
respecting  the  affitir  in  which  we  have^ 
been  represented  as  mutually  concerned. 
Were  I  to  yield  this  point  in  one  instance*. 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  notice  every 
succeeding  rumour ;  or  my  silence  would 
be  a  sanction  to  the  inferences  which^ 
mi^ht  be  drawn  from  it.— I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  the  statement  ta 
which  you  have  particularly  alluded,  did 
not  originate  with  me ;  and  I  have  i^t  a 
suspicion  who  can  be  the  author  of  it» 
Beyond  this,  I  must  decline  a  compliance 
with  your  request :  but,  as  in  the  nurrieil 
and  tumultuous  scene,  to  which  you  refer, 
some  misconception  may  be  supposed  to 
arise;  I  think  it  right  to  admit,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  declare  my  ignorance,  on  the 
other,  of  the  different  points  you  enume- 
rate. It  is  distinctly  in  my  memory,  thai 
you  asked  me  upon  that  occasion,  if  I  had 

fiven  orders  to  fire,  and  my  answer  was  that 
had  not :  also,  that  I  retired  by  a  blank 
movement,  I  believe  down  King-street ; 
which,  though  pointed  out  by  you,  would 
naturally  have  occurred  to  myself,  as  the 
most  eligible ;  but,  as  to  any  expression 
of  regret  that  the  firing  had  taken  place — 
any  exchange  of  courtesy  between  us— 
on  being  introduced  by  you  to  the  magis- 
trate, until  the  very  moment  I  received 
his  orders  to  withdraw,  when  you  an- 
nounced me  to  him,  by  saying,  **  Here  la 
the  officer,"  I  have  not  the  least  recollec- 
tion.—Frpm  the  commencement  of  this 
business,  I  have  mpst  scrupulously  avoid-^ 
ed  making  a  matteri  so  closely  connected , 
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wilh  a  public  qoe8tion»  tbe  subject  of  pii* 
^te  commanication ;  aod,  though  con- 
sbtentlj  with  thia  principle,  I  have  faund 
myaelf  at  liberty  thus  to  notice  the  i>oint8 
you  hafe  particularized  in  the  letter  to 
which  I  am  now  replying,  you  will  perceive 
bow  impossible  it  is  that  I  shoula  further 
depart  nroia  my  first  resolution. 
*<  I  bave  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

*'  Richard  Oakbs." 

'  Thus  major  Oakes  admitted  that  he 
had  not  given  the  soldieir  any  orders  to 
fire :  that  I  had  presented  the  magistrate 
to  htm:  and  also,  that  the  movement 
wtkicb  he  terms  the  flank  movement,  was 
suggested  by  me :  though  it  was  so  eli- 
gible, that  It  would  have  naturally  occurred 
to  himsdf.  What  motive,  then,  could  I 
have  had,  but  the  restoration  of  the  law's 
autbority,  blended  with  due  consideration 
to  every  corresponding  interest?  Still, 
air,  tbere  was  another  proof  wanting  to 
establish  my  pretensions,  and  that  proof  I 
immediately  sought  by  addressing  myself 
to  Mr.  White,  the  magistrate.  I  there* 
fore,  sent  the  following  letter  to  Mr. 
White,  the  Police  magistrate. 

**  Sir ; — ^Understanding  that  you  were 
tbe  magistrate  to  whom  I  bad  the  sa^ 
tisfaction  to  address  myself  on  the  Hth 
of  August,  and  who  permitted  roe  to  pre- 
sent him  to  the  commanding-officer  or  the 
)  detachment  of  life-guards,  towards  the 
/  conclusion  of  the  tumult  at  Cumberland-* 
'  street,  I  apply  to  you,  under  tbe  circum- 
stances in  which  I  am  placed  by  a  pro* 
ceeding  of  his  mmesty's  government,  for 
an  answer  to  the  following  questions,  to 
which  I  hope  you  will  not  find  it  incon- 
sistent with  your  duty  to  reply.  *  In  the 
intercourse  which  we  had  on  the  14th  of 
August,  did  I,  or  did  I  not,  express  to 
you  an  earnest  desire  for  the  restoration 
of  tranquillity,  and  the  authority  of  the 
law  i  ]jid  you,  or  did  you  not,  observe 
my  conduct  to  be  in  unison  with  that  de- 
claration I  I  think  it  right  to  add,  that 
my  wish  is,  to  have  the  power  of  referring 
to,  or  producmg  your  answer  in  parlia- 
ment, or  wheresoever  else  1  may  judge 
such  reference  or  production  to  be  essen- 
tial for  the  interests  of  justice.'  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  drc.    R.  T.  Wilsov. 

"  H(mck^  Nov.  16/A,  1821. 
I  quit  this  place  on  Tuesday,  and  shall 
be  at  Lambton  Hall,  Durham^  till  the  1st 
of  December." 

Mr.  WbiCe  replied, 

«<  Sir  ^— Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant 

VOL.  VI. 


was  ddtrered  to  me  to^^ ;  and  though 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  my  duty  as  a  magistrate  in  replying 
to  your  questions,  relative  to  your  conduct 
on  the  14th  of  August ;  yet,  as  you  have 
candidly  stated  that  you  would  wish  to 
refer  to  my  answer  in  some  proposed 
proceedings  in  parliament,  as  well  as  to 
produce  it  elsewhere,  if  you  should  think 
It  necessary ;  and  having  a  great  disin- 
clination to  be  brought  into  notice  at  all 
open  such  a  subject,  if  it  can  be  avoided^ ' 
I  must  take  the  liberty  of  declining  to 
give  any  answers  to  the  questions  pro* 
posed.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  drc. 
W.  A.  A.  Whitb^  Police  Office,  Queen 
Squafe,  Westminster,  Nov.  19th,  ll^l." 

1  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  answer  Mr« 
White,  and  whieb  answer  I  shall  now 
readt 

<<  Lamkan  HaU,  Nov.  ^rd,  IMK 

*•  Sir ;— -I  have  reoeired  your  letter.  I 
lament  you  should  have  refrained  froos 
giving  an  answer  to  tbe  questions  I  pro^ 
posed,  not  merely  in  behalf  of  my  own 
mdividual  interests,  but  of  those  of"^  troth 
and  justice.  I  think  it,  however,  right  to 
acquaint  you,  that  I  shall  be  obli^d  to 
advert  to  the  eonversation  which  passed 
between  us  on  tbe  14tb  of  August :  nor 
will  it  be  possible  for  me  to  avoid  noticing 
the  application  which  1  have  subsemiently 
made,  with  your  reply  thereto.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Ac      R.  T.  Wilsok." 

But  sir,  notwithstanding  the  reluctance 
of  Mr.  White  to  give  his  testimony,  I  again 
challenge  it,  and  ask,  that  Mr.  White  may 
be  pla^  at  the  bar  of  this  House.  I 
know  nothing  of  him  individually ;  I  have 
beard  he  is  a  man  of  truth  and  m  honour, 
of  strict  principles,  and  of  strong  religieui 
feelings.  I  call  uposv  him,  then,  with 
confictenee,  to  affirm  that  which  he  cannot 
deny,  if  be  respects  truth  and  justice,  that 
my  acta  were  in  unison  with  my  language, 
and  that  I  enabled  him  to  restore  imd 
mauitain,the  poace^ 

8och,  sir,  is  the  true  relation  of  fiicts«^ 
auch  is  tbe  narrative  that  I  am  prepaitd 
to  estid>lish  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or 
before  any  tribunal  whatsoever.  Wbat^ 
then,  has  been  ray  offisnce  ?  Was  It  that 
of  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  me* 
mory  of  a  deceased  and  unhappy  queen 
—41  tribute  due  not  only  to  her^  but  also 
to  my  own  constituents,  who  had  ex- 
pressed such  a  deep  interest  in  her  cause 
—a  duty  that  L  owed,  moreover,  to  my 
own  consistency,  aod  which  was  in  unison 
with  every  feeling  of  my  nature.    Had*  I 
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nAttioed  fironi  diicharging  tldt  duty,  from 
Ihe  fear  of  incurring  any  itispleasure  from 
any  quarter  whatsoever,  I  must  haivelieen 
•^not  what  I  am — but  the  bi^^eal  and 
most  worthless  of  men.  Let  the  House 
lecoUect,  that  even  tua  miyest/s  ministers 
themselvea  had  thought  pooper  to  change 
their  conduct  towar&  that  illustrious,  db- 
ceaaed,  wiiom  they  had  endeavoured  to 
load  with  all  possible  oUo^uy  while  Iking* 
•^They  who  had  refused  mr  any  marks 
of  distittction  in  her  life-time,  thought  k 
aight  to  order  a  guard  of  honour  to  grace 
wobseqiaea! 

But,  sir,  if  I  have  not  been  dismissed 
the  army  &r  being  an  attendant  at  this 
Ibneral)  •*  for  being  th^e  at  all,"  let 
me  a^  was  it  for  the  oftnce  of  having 
mierposed  to  prevent  the  eIRision 
of  blood,  and  that  blood  the  blood  of 
our  feUowocitizeos  ?  To  prevent  intem- 
perate proceedinea&tal  to  the  military  as 
wdl  as  the  people,  not  only  in  their  im-* 
mediate  but  ulterior  conaeqaences  i  I 
have  shown,  by  my  correspondence,  tha^ 
my  object  was,  the  restoration  of  the  law's 
mithority,  and  it  is  iurtber  proved,  by  the 
Ihct,  that  after  my  interposition,  the  pro- 
eession  moved  en  in  the  oouVse  whi<^ 
was  prescribed  by  the  civil  and  military 
authorities*  When  it  again  deviated,  I 
was  far  removed,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
obatades  until  the  line  of  funeval  coachea 
ludpassed  by  them* 

With  regard  to  any  language  I  might 
kave  used  to  the  soldiera,  Ibeg  the  House 
to  reeoUect  the  drcumstanees  which  were 
•ccurving  at  the  time,  nor  did  the  language 
apply  to  an  of  the  preceding  incidents  of 
the  dajr*  u.wa»  directed  and  confined  to 
the  object  of  oalming  angry  feelinga  and 
checking  acta  of  violence  which,  if  justi- 
fiable at  the  coBNnencemeot,  as  acts  of 
aelf<-deience,  thougb  not  aaoctioned  at 
any  moment  by  tl^  civil  or  miHtacy  a»> 
thorities,  were  no  longer  to  be  permitted 
er  tolerated— Why,  sir,  I  am  coafident 
that  the  very  soldiers  themselves,  who  are, 
I  ido^  not,  as  generous-  as  they  are 
brave,  would  on  reflection  be  the  first  to 
thank  roe  for  an  interference  which  had 
aaved  them  so  much  affliction  aa  well  as 
misfortune-r>at  all  events,  I  have  the  sa- 
tia&ction  to  know  that  my  worda  made 
no  widows  or  orphans,  but  that  they  pro- 
bably averted  tnat  calamity  from  many 
of  the  assembled  multitude^— With  re« 
gard  to  that  language,  Ishall  also  say» 
that  it  was  impomble  for  me  ktentionaUy 
to  insult  a  corps  commaadad  tjy  a  nobk 


earl,  whose  frieodsbip  I  havetbdughtmyt* 
self  truly  honoured  by  possessing ;  or  of 
which  the  lieutenant-oofonel  (Cavendisb) 
was  an  hon.  member  of  this  House^  nearly 
allied  to  another  hon.  member  (Mrr 
Lambton)  who  has  long  had  claims  on 
my  most  afectionate  regard,  and  whoso 
conduct  on  this  occasion  has  entitied  him 
to  my  most  devoted  gnitituda  I  appeal, 
moreover,  to  every  soldier  who  has  ever 
been  under  my  command,  if  I  have  ^er 
shown  myself  a  soldier^  ^niamyv  If  I 
have  not,  on  all  occasiooai  bcyen  u^t  oni j 
anxious  to  provide  for  his  Q^ioaf^rUt.bul 
to  respect  his  fis^iogi*  I  qpMid,  aW,  io 
every  official  military  v^mbef  of  thii 
House,  if  oa  all  occaiioos  wh^re  a^MUury 
transactions  came  upd^r  confere^^  or 
discussion,  I  have  not  at  all  timfs»  adUljit 
discharging  my  pubUo  duty,  endefKiroMrad 
to  blend  with  that  duty,  ooaaidaratjona 
which  eviacod  my  attachment  to  pro* 
fessional  ties* 

The  law  regsrdaall  men  m  accomp]icaa» 
who  do  nQt  prevent  the  commiasiion  of 
offences,  and  yet  his  majesty's  ministers 
would  have  had  me  sit  idly  and  i^iomi** 
niously  on  my  horse,  whilst  auch  a  soene 
was  ^oing  on  as  that  whi^b  has.  b^ 
described*  Is  there  such  a^  dtstioction 
between  civil  and  military  duties?  If 
there  such  a  collision  between  civil  and 
military  obligations,  that  a  servicp  reiv- 
dered  the  community  in  beh^f  of  th^ 
law,  should  be  punisned  by  the  military 
authorities,  if  the  individual  rendering 
that  service,  should  happen  to  be  a  re- 
gistered member  of  the  military  cQ|n|nu- 
nity?  Will  tlus  House  saoctipn  sudli  a 
doctrino?  Will  it  declare,  tliat  abofe 
20,000^  oSceia  shall  be  thus,  exempted 
from  discharging  their  duties  as  citizena? 
—I  cidl  uppn  the  House  to  aflbrd  tho 
refuge  and  prqtection  I  require — I  caD 
upon  the  Ho^se  to  oppose  itssegjf  agpinsi 
an  abuse  of  power  so  unjust  to  an  iofliyi* 
dual,  so  pregnant  with  fatal  confequpicea 
to  the  liberties  and  best  ioj^resta  of  th^ 
country*  Let  the  House  prove  its  atr 
tachmeot  to  the  Crown,  not.  by  any  ser- 
vile dereliction  of  itstrust,  bu|bysbpwii>g 
that  it  will  hold  the  balance  beiireep  tbQ 
Crovm  and  the  peoplo'— Inr  sbQmngt,thiii 
whilst  itwill  support  just  autpority, it  wul  not 
make  itself  the  ioatrument  of  qppresnian. 
Let  it  show  its  attachment  to  the  kmg| 
by  bemg  jealous  of  the  royal  charactet, 
and  affixing  censure  on  censurable  acta 
done  in  the  king's  name*— I  cdl  upon  the 
Housoi  tiao,  to  recaUact  that  the  piro* 
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teiied  wtnt  «f  Bjomdigr  

liolne  waA  tlie  people^  its  pretutned  iD< 
diftsrence  to  their  safety  aad  welfiire»  has 
been  otm  of  the  obief  caoees  why  the  en* 
pire  is  now  ringing  with  the  cry  of  re- 

fOflB* 

I  cenfeM  I  fek  a  pride  in  wearing  the 
Bfitiah  umfenii,  not  only  because  it  was 
wom  by  brave  men,  but  because  it  was 
rbeog'niaed  throogboot  Europe  as  being 
wbm  by  nen  n^o  were  the  protectors  m 
the  ]awB»  and  who  were  themsrives  pro- 
tected by  them.  But  if  the  officers  or  the 
Bntish  armv  are  to  be  subjected  to  the 
action  of  this  irresponsible  prerogative, 
there  is  an  end  to  their  distinctive  glory. 
Sir»  I  do  not  know  how  far  my  character 
nay  be  iJbcted  by  the  decision  of  the 
House;  bat  I  have  an  approving  con- 
acience,  which  assures  me  I  mschar^Ml  my 
duty  faithfully  to  the  king  and  the  coun- 
try»  on  the  14th  of  August ;  and  that  I 
am  entitled  to  the  protection  and  redress 
that  I  BOW  solictt  frohi  tiiis  House.  I 
tfacrefore  move,  «<  That  copies  of  the  cor- 
■espoodence  between  his  royal  highness 
the  comaMuder-in-chief,  lord  viscount 
Sidmouth,  and  sir  Robert  Wilson  on  the 
subject  of  his  removal  from  the  army,  be 
bnd  before  this  Hoose.** 

Lord  PatmiTftan  said,  that  the  hon. 
member  hadhimself8tated,that  his  observa- 
timi  were  not  grounded  on  the  compara- 
tively narrow  basts  of  personal  injur]|r,  but 
on  broader  and  more  enlarged  principles; 
and  that  the  interests  of  a  large  class  and 
the  liberty  and  Mfetyof  all  Englisfameil 
wcte  involved.  Now,  he  was  prepared 
Ho  resist  the  motion,  by  appealim  to  the 
%erysame  prinoipica,  and  to  call  on  the 
Hooae  to  resii^  it  m  calculated  to 
aflect  one  of  the  main  pillars  which 
afheM  the  bahmce'  of  the  constitution, 
and  on  which  the  Kves  and  safetv  of 
every  Englishman  dqMnded.  If  there 
were  anj^  pitoogacive  of  the  Grown  nn- 
dbputsbfo  .and  undisputed,  it  had  been 
amys  bel4»  aad  was  now  held  to  be  that 
4f  the  ri^  of  dismissing  any  officer 
without  tnai,  without- ass^ning  reasons,' 
andf  without  reference  to  whether  hit 
eooraasaioB  had  been  purchased  or  not 
pmrohased.  It  rented  on  the  most  ancient 
and  uniaterrupled  usage.  Instances  in- 
mmerable  were  to  be  found,  not  only  in 
late  tlmes^  but  in^  those  times  which  gen- 
tlee»n  on  the  other  side,  w>ere  acciistom* 
4d  to  eali'Che  best  of  times.    But  he ap« 

ded  to  focU  which  were  admitted  m 
rHoaM.^Pariiiiaent  in  ITSi,  when 
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bills  had  been  ftitroduoed  whose  objeoi 
had  been  to  restrain  this  prerogative.  Ja 
the  pobKc  debates  it  had  been  most 
broadly  and  une<]uivocallv  admitted,  by 
both  those  who  supported  and  those  wfa# 
resisted  the  bills,  tl»t  the  prerogative  had 
alwav9  existed,  and  contmued  to  exist. 
No  law  was  passed  to  restrain  it.    By 


usage  and  parliamentary  admission,  there* 
fd^  It  had  been  avowed  as  existing.  No 
prerogative^  he  would  venture  to  say,  was 
more  essentially  necessary,  not  only  for 
the  Crown,  but  for  the  benefit  and  interest 
of  the  people,  for  whose  sake  all  the  pre- 
rbgatives  of  the  Crown  existed.  Without 
the  possession  of  sudi  a  prereaative  oa 
the  part  of  the  Crown,  it  would  be  im- 
poenble  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
army  s  whether  with  reference  to  its  in- 
ternal subordinatioo,or  to  the  intercourse 
of  the  military  with  the  civil  popubtioa 
of  the  cotmtry.  In  both  those  points  of 
view,  the  prerogative  in  question  was  in- 
dispensable to  ue  good  conduct  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  army.  If  that  prerogative 
were  relinouished^f  an  officer  eould  not 
be  divested  of  his  commission  but  by  the 
decision  of  members  of  his  own  body,  a 
fourth  estate  wouhl  be  cr«mted  in  the 
realm,  most  prejudidnl  to  the  coastitution* 
This  prerogative,  therefore,  was  neo^ary^ 
not  only  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline 
in  the  amiy,  but  also  for  the  raaintenaooe 
of  the  integrity  of  the  constitution.  Lee 
parliament  once  mdce  the  army  indepen- 
dent of  the  Crown,  and  it  would  not  be 
long  ere  the  army  would  make  itself  in- 
dependent of  parliament.  In  support  of 
this  truth,  he  would  appeal  to  the  annals 
of  our  history,  in  which  the  fact  would  be 
found,  written  in  characters  of  blood.  Na 
sooner  had  it  been  declared  by  parliament, 
that  the  army  could  not  be  dissolved  by 
tbe  Crown— no  sooner  had  the  armv  thiis 
been  pronounced  independent  ot  the 
Orown^  than  it  brought  the  monarch  io  the 
scafibldy  and  turned  the  parliament  out  of 
doors*  The  same  cause  would  no  doubt 
produce  the  same  effect  in  the  present 
day ;  and  he  could  not  believe  therefore 
that  that  House,  and  especially  that  any 
hon.  members  who  professed  themselves 
to  be  distinctively  the  champions  of  con* 
sdtutional  principles,  would  be  found  to 
sustain  a  proposition,  wholly  subversive 
of  the  constitution ;  tending  as  it  did,  to 
destroy  an  undoubted  and  necessarv  pre- 
rdgative  of  the  CroWn,  of  which  tha 
Crown  could  not  be  divested  without  the 
des^ubtaea  of  thebiiinQceof  theqonstitu* 
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Uioed  this  pouit,  he  freely  admitted,  that 
the  prerogatire  under  ducostioo,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
most  be  exeocised  by  the  counsel  of 
responsible  advisers— of  men  who  were 
bound  to  abide  bv  the  advice  which  they 
gave.  But  of  all  the  royal  prerogathres, 
this  was  unquestionabl]f  the  one  which  a 
wdl-informed  and  well-intentioned  House 
of  Conmions  would  be  the  least  ipdined 
unnecessarily  to  meddle  with ;  for  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  sei^  that  the 
gradation  between  a  frequent  interference 
with  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative,  and 
taking  the  prerogative  entirely  into  their 
own  hands,  was  so  easy,  that  if  they  in- 
dulged in  the  former  they  would  soon  virtu- 
ally do  what,  substantially,  they  would 
never  be  disposed  to  agree  to.  Before  the 
House  could  be  induced  to  enter  into  any 
investigation  of  the  exercise  of  the  prero* 
gative  connected  with  the  command  of  the 
army,  there  must  be  a  strong  presumption 
of  abuse  in  that  exercise.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  in  the  present  instance 
Dot  only  was  there  no  presumption  of  an 
abusive  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  thehon.  member  had,  in 
his  own  statement,  furnished  the  House 
with  a  presumption  which  led  to  the  di- 
rectlv  contrary  conclusion.  The  hon. 
meoioer  clearly  wished  to  insinuate,  that 
he  had  been  divested  of  his  commission 
on  account  of  his  political  conduct  in  the 
House  of  Commons— that  such  had  been 
bis  hostility  to  government,  and  such  the 
apprehension  with  which  they  regarded 
him,  that  they  wished  to  punish  him 
for  his  parliamentary  conduct,  if  they 
oould  not  deliver  themsdves  from  so 
formidable  an  opponent  [loud  eries  of 
hear,  hear,  hear!]. 

Undoubtedly,  be  could  perfectly  under- 
stand the  spirit  of  those  liberal  and  en- 
lightened politicians,  who  could  so  deal 
with  their  political  opponents  as  to  suppose 
them  capshle  of  the  mean  and  disgraceful 
conduct  of  getting  rid  of  a  political  oppo- 
nent, by  an  act  of  official  hostility  [hear, 
bear!].  But  really  he  thought  the  hon. 
member  estimated  his  powers  of  hostility 
to  his  majesty's  ministers  at  too  high  a 
rate,  when  he  conceived  that  those  powers 
had  drawn  down  upon  him  such  an 
exhibition  of  resentment.  Against  this 
invidious  supposition  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  eentleman,  he  would  confidently 
appeslto  the  experience  of  the  House  and 
ff  .t)»e  country^  whether  the  conduct  cf 


Ins  mi^esty's  government  in  malteta  of 
that  sort  bad  been  influenced  by  such  a 
pitiful  principle  \  Was  the  boo.  gentle^ 
man  the  oolv  member  of  the  armjr  who 
had  evinced  a  systematic  opposition  in 
that  House  to  the  measures  of  his  ma«, 
jeaty's  government?  Were  there  no 
other  military  members,  either  at  presoit 
or  formerly,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  who  had  constantly  manifested, 
the  most  decided  hostility  to  hb  majesty'a 

fovenMnent?    If  the  opposition  of  the 
on.  gentleman  in  parliament  were  really 
the  chief  cause  of  his  removal,  at  least 
that  principal  of  conduct  had  not  been 
seen  m  the  case  of  a  gallant  general  opp»* 
bite,  the  representative,  he  rather  believed, 
of  some  Scotch  Boroughs.  It  had  not  been 
seen  in  the  continuance  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleosan  himself  in  the  army  so  long  aa  he 
liad  been  continued.    Had  his  majesty's 
government  been  influenced  by  any  such 
mean    and  miserable  fedinos  of  resent* 
ment  towards  the  hon.  gentSsman  as  that 
which  he  as<aribed  to  them  they  needed  not 
have   waited  until  the  i4th  of  August. 
1821,  for  ample  opportunities  of  gratify- 
ing that  disposition.    The  fiict,  however, 
was,  that  the  ranks  at  which  he  was  then 
looking  abounded  with  officers  of  die  army»i 
voting  independentl;^  on  all  ereat  questions ; 
and  he  boldly  put  it  to  ue  recdlectioo 
and  fisimeia  or  every  gentlensan  in   the 
House,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  in 
the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  government 
which  justified  the  imputation  cast  upon 
them  by  the  hon.  member  of  having  die* 
missed  him  from  the  arm^  in  consequence 
of  his  parliamentary  opinions  \    He  dared 
any  man  to  the  proof  of  the  justice  of 
such  a  charge^— He  had  already  shown 
that  there  was  no  presumptive'  evidence 
that  the  prerogative  in  this  instance  had 
been  abused.    But  he  would  go  further, 
and  he  would  venture  to  say,  without  en- 
tering into  all  the  details  of  the   hon. 
gentteman*s  speech,  that  that  speech  itself 
afforded  a  strong  presumption,  that  the 
prerogatif  e  had  been  justifiably  exercised 
m  the  present  instance.    First,  he  would 
say,  that  when  a  person  held  a  commisaion 
in   the  service  of  the  king,  when  he  re* 
ceived  the  king's  pay,  when  be  was  deoo* 
rated  with  orders  and  titles,  which  as  a 
British  officer,  he  could  not  have  worn 
without  the  ffracious  permission  of  hia 
Sovereign,  and  when  he  nevertheless  con* 
tinued  with  a  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  illegal  proceedings,  and  opposing  the 
legitimate  orders  of  the  king,  bis  master; 
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be  wis  gidtyof  a*direelaiid  groM'liMmlt 
to  the  Sovereign  whom  he  served.    Tlus 
was  a  jirdniiDeDt  feature  m  the  hon.  gen* 
tleaiao*s  own  statement,  which  indepen- 
dently of  any  other  consideration,  ju*tified 
the  step  which  bad  been  fkdcen  with  re- 
spect to  him.    The  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated,  that  when  he  came  up  to  Camber* 
land-gate  he  saw  the  life-guards  broken 
mid  in  disorder— that  they  appeared,  to 
an  eye  experienced  in  military  matters,  as 
if  they  bad  been  checked  and  repnlsied. 
Tte  hon.  gentleman  found  them  veotur- 
mg.  their  lives  in  an  attack  on  a  furious 
p^Hilace:   he   found  these  brave  men, 
who  had  so  gallantly  fought  for  their  coun- 
try, in  a   situation  of  considerable  jeo- 
pardv.    What  did  the  hon.  gentlemmi  do 
on  toe  occasion?    He  most  have  been 
aware  of  what  was  the  doty  of  an  officer 
under  such  circumstances.    If  he  was  not 
aware  of  that  duty,  he  was  unworthy  of 
the  commission  which  he  bore.    Was  it 
possible,  however,  that  the  hon«  gentle- 
man could  have  acted  in  a  manner  more 
calculated  to  promote  military  insubor- 
delation  than— ^officer  as'  he  was— holding 
a  commission  bat  not  having  any  authority 
on  that  occasion^— by  addressing  mther  the 
soldiers  or  the  officers  who  were  employed 
at    the    time,   and   who    were    respon- 
aible  for  the  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  duties?    It  was  an  act  of 
great  military  insubordination  to  address 
troops  under  such  circumstances  at  all : 
but  the  language  in  which,  by  the  hon. 
gentleman's  own  admission,  be  addtessed 
them,  highly  aggravated  the  character  of 
his  military  offence.    The  hon.  gentleman 
admitted  that  he  told  the  sohiiers  they  had 
disgraced  themselves  [cries  of  no,  no !]. 
He  had  taken  the  hon.  gentleman's  words 
down  and  that  was  their  import. 

Sir  A.  FFt&oN— What  I  said  was,  «<  It  is 
disgraceful  to  continue  firing  in  this  man- 
ner.** 

Lord  Pidmertian  observed,  that  it  was 
immaterjal  whether  the  precise  words 
used  by  the  hon.  gentleman  were,  that  the 
men  **  had  disgraced  themselves,''  or 
that  *'  it  was  disgraceful  to  continue  firing." 
The  meaning  was  the  same  in  both  cases. 
What  judge  was  the  hon.  gmitleman  whe- 
ther the  men  had  disgraced  themselves  or 
not  ?.  The  boo.  gentleman  had  admittM 
that  lie  did  not  know  at  the  time  whether 
ib^'were  acting  under  orders  [no,  no!]. 
Why,  the  hon.  gentleman  said,  that  te 
afterwards  asked  the  officers  whether  they 
had  ^ven  ordqrs  to  fire  ?    If  at  the  .time 


at  which  he  addressed  the  men  he  was  sa 
tisfied  whether  or  not  they  were  acting 
under  orders,  would  he  have  subsequently 
asked  the  officers  if  they  had  given  orders 
to  fire  ?  But  that  was  immaterial  to  the 
point.  The  hon,  gentleman— a  general 
oficer— knew,  or  ought  to  have  known, 
that  by  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the 
army,  he  was  guilty  of  a  great  breach  of 
those  rules  and  that  discipline,  by  inter- 
fering with  soldiers  while  in  the  discharge 
of  their  doty.  What  he  maintainMi, 
therefore,  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  tended  to  a  gross  breach 
of  OMHttiry  discipline  and  subordination ; 
and  that  there  was  no  presimiption  that  the 
prerogative  was  abused  in  the  dismissal  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  his  majesty's 
service ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  from 
the  hon.  gentleman's  own  shewing,  there 
was  an  abundant  presumntioo  that  the 
prerogative  had  not  been  abused.  Under 
all  these  circumstances,  he  did  not  think 
the  House  would  be  induced  to  coincide 
with  the  hon.  gentlemaoi  or  to  comply 
with  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lambton  confessed,  that  he  bad  en- 
tered the  House  with  feelings  of  indigna- 
tion at  the  treatment  his  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  had  received.  He  would  not  drop 
the  title  of  **  gallant,"  although  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  dropp^  ft.  He  still 
remember^  that  his  gallant  friend  had 
been  an  officer  twenty  years,  and  that  he 
had  fought  and  bled  m  the  service  of  his 
country.  [Cheers.]  The  feelings  with 
which  he  had  entered  the  House  were  not 
mcdified  by  the  tone  which  the  noble  lord 
had  taken  on  the  other  side ;  by  the  sneer- 
ing style  which  that  noble  lord  had 
adopted,  not  only  to  the  gallant  gentleman 
below  him,  but  also  to  another  hon.  and 
gallant  member  on  his  right  hand  (sir  R. 
Fergusson),  whose  military  services  per- 
haps, if  well  appreciated,  might  bear  com- . 
parison  with  the  civil  exertions  of  the 
noble  lord  himself;  and  of  vdiose  title 
even  to  sit  in  the  House  the  noble  lord 
was  so  ignorant  as  to  say,  that  he 
sat,  '^he  rather  believed,  for  some 
Scotch  boroughs."  The  tone  which  had 
been  used  towards  both  these  honourable 
members,  reflected  very  little  credit  upon 
the  feeling  of  the  noble  lord,  or  upon  the 
manner  in  which  ministers  were  disposed 
to  treat  appeals  for  justice.  The  House 
had  been  told  of  the  antiquity  and  prero- 
gative in  question.  He  denied  the  fact. 
Was  it  necessary  for  him  to  remind  the 
noble  lord,  tfM  in  ancient  times  no  such 
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Bfbi«  lord  be  Acquainted  with  ibe  bisUHry 
of  bk  counlry,  add  AOt  reooU^  that,  to 
kite  as  Charles  2nd^  the  po«per  ef  the 
Crown  te  dismisa  militia  officers  had  been 
gifen  by  twospeoific  actsof  parliament^ 
|iielSchatidl4tboftbatkii^{  Thenoble 
bid  talked  of  the  impossibiUtr  ofprtftenr^ 
fog  discipline  in  the  araqr  wiuiout  the  use 
of  the  prer(»Mtive  in  question*  He  (Mr, 
TL)  dia  net  Know  what  Und  of  disoifdine 
:was  meant*  If  by  discipline  was  to  be  un- 
derstood prev^tioa  ei  military  cAnces, 
Aeo  a  court-martial  was  the  cocreot.and 
Ibe  reoiigaised  tribunal ;  but  let  it  not  be 
allowed  that  Ae  Crown  should  assume 
power  to  dismiss  aa  offioeri  without  even 
lOamiog  the  offence  of  which  he  was  guilty. 
To  use  (with  pernussion)  a  favounte  ez- 
preMion  of  the  noble  secretary  for 
foreign  a&irs^  this  was  the  most  '*  distin- 
l^hfaie .fiMture"  of  the  gallant  memberV 
leaae^  He  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
ffenrioe^  and  no  one  dshrod  to  asrign  a 
cauaoi  But  th^  caaae*  i^  not  stated,  was 
sufficiently  understood;  the  offence  ooas* 
mitied  mm  not  a  miUlary  ofence—it  #as 
4ib0  oienoe  of  ba^ng  been  present  at  the 
i^oten's  funeral  at  all.  Let  the  House  con* 
eider  the  situation  in  which  sir  tL  Wilson 
stood,  and  they  would  see  that  he  hadactod 
open  the  best  feelings  of  the  huikian  hearts 
To  pajr  she  IiUt  respects  to  a  queen 
whom  ho  had  senredy  was  consistent  with 
Ibe  honour  and  the  gratitttde  of  a  geatle«> 
isaa.  The  nofate  lord  opposite  had  spoken 
of  the  necessity  of  4  reHgious  adherence 
to  prerogatife.  Did  the  noble  lord  fiar- 
get  that  the  Crown  had  parted  with  the 
IsnerogatlTO— the  tniportant  prerogative^ 
of  lemoTiog  ibe  judges  from  their  offioeli  i 
Jkndno  onohadwscevoredthat  thedispen^ 
aattoa  of  juatice  was  impeded  by  that  act. 
Nay  lheacthndbe«senoofamostpopti- 
Jar  eharactdr*  The  noble  lord  badaaid, 
itt  his  obsenratioas  upon  diicipline^  that 
ibe  power  whidi  the  anny  onoeissumed 
was  written  iii  letters  of  bleed;  and  th«t 
ii  bad  been  the  meana  of  bringing  a 
monarcU  to  the  scaffold.  It  was  thai 
nonirch's  too  frequent  exertion  of  prero- 
-gativie-'-<ef  that  prerogati?ef  one  braooh  of 
wiUeb  the  noUe  lord  wsmM  fain  uph<rid^ 
that  had  brought  him  to  the  scaflydw  It 
was  not  the  power  assumed  by  the  army, 
ImH  the  unconstitutional  stretda  of  power 
4qr  the  Crowns  which  had  led  to  the 
.iMsentiBbts  ooAsuHUnation  to  which  tbe 
noble  lord  alluded  Ho  would  not  detain 
tbr  House  by  obsenratmdsiqpop  the  stito>* 


mant  which  bad  been  tnad^  hf  hk  gaUans 
friend.  Of  oourte,  thefisotsof  thatstale* 
moot  had  been  long  known  to  him ;  and 
he  had  knoWn  that  tiiere  was  no  ad  of  his 
gallant  friend's  on  the  day  in  questimt 
which  had  not  been  consistent  with  Jus 
dMt]^«  both  as  an  officer  and  a  aaan.  Bat 
the  noUe  lord  opposite  had  charged  the 
gallant  memi»er  with  having  continued 
with  penons  engaaed  »  an  illegal  pro- 
oeedtiig.  What  did  the  noble  lord  mean  > 
If  the  noUo  lord  meant  only  that  the 
gallant  member  had  continoed  with  the 
soldiens,  then  hfe  agreed  with  him;  fbr,  if 
be  meant  tdsay  thKt  the  soldiers  were 
actinp  illegally,  he  was  rig^  [Hear  hear] ; 
but  if  he  meant  to  insinuate  that  the 
gidlant  member  had  conthiaed  trith  the 
multitude,  he  insinuated  that  of  which  ho 
did  not  dare  to  produoe  evidence, 
that  which  fhe.  gaUant  member's 
statement  did  not  admit.  The  fiKt  was, 
that  sir  Robert  Wilson  bad  contamed  with 
thojoldiers,  despising  danger  then,  as  he 
had  so  often  despised  it  before ;  it  was 
natural  he  should  fed  something  irritated 
when  he  found  e  ball  passing  ctcae  to  hia 
hee^  and  that  when  he  looked  backand 
saw  ^soMms  loading  «  second  time^  ho 
libould  tell  them  thatit  was  disgraoefiil  to 
cootinuo  firing  after  the  distnmnce  waa 
over;  but  that  he  had  ever  goneihrther 
than  the  making  such  an  appeal,  or  that 
he  had  in  any  way  assumed  the  functions 
of  a  military  c^inmander,  was  disproved 
by  ail  the  evidence  of  what  passed  on  tbo 
ocoaswn.  The  noble  lord  said,  that  it^ 
waa  mt  act  of  insubordinaticD  in  the  gal- 
hmt  ibeoBber  Ut  interfere  in  any  wqr  with 
troops  under  the  conMmnd  of  aaotfaer  oi^ 
fic»r.  True ;  i^  on  the  occasion  in  ques«« 
tbn,  he  hod  in  miy  waw  been  engaged  hi 
military  sendee.  But  he  was  not  there  ao 
a  nsilttary  man  at  all.  Ho  waa  on  half* 
pay,  and  im  the  situation  of  actvil  indivi^ 
dual.  He  left  his  station  in  the  prbceo* 
sion  merely  to  keep  the  penee,  and  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  motive  which  miglis 
have  induoed  him  (Bfr.  L.)  or  any  otbef 
member  of  the  HonsoM»the  wish  tOjpro-» 
vent  ontvage  which  endmigered  the  king'a 
sid>iects.  Would  not  the  noble  lord  hioK 
self  have  interfered  With  a  similar  motive  ? 
It  waa  neither  more  nor  lem  than  an  aol 
of  humanity;  and  it  was  one  of  the 
brightest  pomts  cf  his  gallant  fiiond'A  cha^ 
meter,  that^  during  the  most  honiblo 
eaniage  in  his  profemmal  career,  ho  had 
never  suffered  the  feelings  of  huasam^  to 
be  deadened  in  his  breast^  and  tfaetp  t 
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•vi^ner  from  general  oAoen,  and  fhwa 
monardM,  to  pnof  e  that  hi  tbe  nidst  of 
unpan^ldied  hemnr,  ho  bad  fband  mews 
to  dkfvote  time  to  tbeatd  even  of  aafering 
enemiat.  It  was  disgracefU  to  England 
that  sach  a  man  should  be  diamiis^  for 
sajingafewharsh  words  to  sddiars  wbo 
wen  retoniiDg  ftom  the  murder  of  their 
fellow  dtizens.  He  did  sav  from  the 
**  aourd^;'*  aqd  be  was  ^usdfted  in  the 
mcpassien ;  foraconstitvtioMUtribimal  of 
the  eountry  had  applied  the  term  of 
^^mwder*'  to  tbeooDdttetofbotboffioem 
iMi  soMfers  OA  that  da^r-  [Hiear,  hear.} 
The  whole  tettdeney  of  the  speeeh  of  tbe 
noble  lord  opposite  was,  to  repeat  the  ai^ 
guonent  which  had  been  used  lA  ITM, 
when  the  duke  of  Bolto«  and  lord  Cob* 
ham  had  been  ditmissed  the  serme,  on 
the  motion  of  lord  Catteret.  On  that  oe- 
oasion  a  most  important  Protest  was 
stoned  by  more  ten  thir^  peers;  and  an 
additiena^  Protest  entered  on  4ihe  Journals 
by  the  noble  lords  tbemsrives.  The  rea- 
soning adopted  in  both  se*exaot1y  apfdied 
to  the  ease  of  bis  gattant  friend;  that  he 
should  read  them  to  the  Houses— 

«<  Dissenlienl,  Isti  Because  wo  eon- 
oeire  it  Is  the  inherenfrigbt  of  thU  House 
to  address  tfie  Crowo,  to  be  kArmed, 
who  are  theadviseraof  ai^  msasures  that 
mqr  be  preiodicial  to  his  malesty's  gorem- 
ment,  opdaagefoastotheQberties  of  the 
nation— »2nd.  Because  the  remorri  of  two 
eflloers  of  such  rank  and  dignityi  and^of 
auch  known  fidelity  to  his  majes^'s  per^ 
son  and  government,  without  any-  cause 
assigaedi  or  any  known  or  alleged  neglect 
of  their  du^,  gare  the  greatest  dai^  to 
many  of  his  majesty^  most  fidthflil  solh^ 


of  hisdispleaBttre^  ortodbte^tbecalomaf 
of  their  accusers:  and  consequently  to 
withdraw  lus  confidence  from  sudi  pernio 
eiooscounsrikwa.— 8rd.  Because,  Mat  at 
the  practice  of  displadng  officers  has 
^wA  mere  frequent  in  proportion  tO'tbe 
morease  of  their  numbers  ift  bo  A  Housee 
of  Airlkuhent^  the  wotld  may  entertai» 
f  however  unjustly)  an  opinlen,  that  the 
me  use  of  their  votee  has  bee»  the  real 
cause  of  their  disgrace;  awitbemoreso^ 
since  most  of  the  personsi  whoharebeenr 
reiBored  have  happened  to  be  members 
of  one  or  other  Hbose  of  ParliaaMAti*^ 
4tta«  Because applicatioasof this  nature 
tetheOtown  may  hensafterpretectmany 
efhiamafasty^  fiMM  suhjeoti  from  tbe 


secret  malicious  representations  of  some 
minister  in  fiitoretnne,  who  (though  un« 
restrained  by  auj  sense  of  truth,  regard* 
less  of  his  Ptmce^i  real  interest,  and* 
animated  only  by  his  own  passions)  miqr 
however  be  ditcked  b^  tne  just  appro* 
heesions  that  the  applications  of  parHay 
Uament  may  Uf  open  his  calumnies,  and 
bring  OMNI  himself  the  disgrace  he  had 
prepared  for  others. 

**  Dissentient,  Because  we  were  not 
ooDSciotts,  that  anv  neglect  or  breach  of 
our  duty  can  be  had  to  our  chiwge,  much 
less  any  want  of  zeal  and  attachment  fi>r 
hismajesty%  person  and  government;  we 
therefore  must  testify  our  earnest  deoire, 
that  this  motion  had  past  hi  the  af*' 
firssa^vey  that  we  miff ht  hare  had  an  op** 
portunity  given  uS'  of  knowinf^  our  sup- 
posed oriines  and  accusers ;  and  we  hope^ 
of  iustifyme  ourselves  to  his  mi^esty* 
and  die  world, 

(Signed)  «<  BoLtov,  Cobban.** 

His  gallsnt  friend  was  entitled  to  say, 
io>  the  hin^usge  of  those  noble  lords,  that 
be  had  a  right  to  know  his  ofience,  in  order 
that  be  nSjAt  jintify  himself  before  hlg 
country.  HO  had  asBed  fbr  a  copy  of  tbcF 
acousatiens^affainst  hiim  He  had  asked  ir 
from  lord  Simiouflb ;  he  had  asked  it  from 
the  commander4n-chfief ;  he  had  asked' 
it  in  e^etf  possible  quarter;  but  in  all' 
quarters  it  had  been  refused  to  hhn.  He 
nad  oftred  to  meet  the  charges  one  by 
one,  aAdprsvehitaselfinnocent  of  them;: 
and  no  person  who  had  liMened  to  his 
statement  of  the  present  evening,  but  must* 
be  convinced  that  he  could  fdlSy  have  re* 
deemed  hit  pledge^  '  Ko  one  whe  had* 
heard  that  statement  could  believe  that 
he  had  sthnulated  the  people  to  violencc^^ 
that  he  llad  tried  to  obstruct  the  prooee* 
sion^-or  that  he  had  authorised-*  the  ab- 
tack' of  the  muMtude  upon  thesoldiem 
Whet  he  (MhL.)  said  o»  this  occasion^ 
wsa  said^  he  protested^  independent  of  any* 
freling^of 'Opposition  to  mmisfera.  It  rose 
porelrout  or  his  fr<iendirtiin  fbr  bis^gallantt 
friend,  whom  he  believed  to  be*  innocent* 
He  did  enireattthe  House  to  attend  par* 
tf%ulatly^  te  what  hit  galltot  frilmd  ttacP 
said' :  be  had  diMJared  upoA  bil  honour 
tlkst  hehad  come  dfarect  from  Pliris  to  the 
flmend>  and  tbat^  even  without  thne  or 
oppOHtinity  ibitoonsultatiaA^  he  had  ftun<f 
hmeir  at  Brandenburgh^house*  Before 
he  name  ibto  the  House,  hehad^c^teased' 
bieconvictioA  that  hfrgalknt  fritea  wodd' 
josti^hfinsdf ;  and^Uie  statement  he  had 
made  had  Ail^  borne  out  hift  expeotatfom 
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The  noble  Idrd  on  the  other  side  had 
failed  to  produce  even  a  tittle  of  the  evi- 
dence against  hina.  With  respect  to  the 
treatment  which  hi»  gallant  friend  had  ex* 
perienced,  a  greater  tissue  of  persecution 
Lad  never  been  contrived ;  and  he  was  ac- 
quainted witli  the  fact  which  would  show 
to  the  House  that  the  instigators  of  that 
treatment— and  he  did  not  mean  to  charge 
it  upon  all  his  majesty's  mlnistersi  for  he 
had  heard,  however  truly,  that  some  of 
them  had  been  adverse  to  it — he  would 
show  to  the  House,  however,  that  the  in- 
stigators of  that  treatment  bad  gone  into 
lengths  which  no  feeling  ought  Co  sanction* 
Having  succeeded,  as  they  thought,  in 
ruininff  his  gallant  friend,  by  depriving 
bim  of  the  commission  wbich  he  had  pur- 
chased, and  which  they  were  as  little  jus- 
tified, acoordmg  to  the  principles  of  equity, 
in  confiscating,  without  trial,  as  thev 
would  be,  if  they  seized  on  any  man  s 
freehold  property  without  cause,  or  the 
award  of  a  court  of  justice,  they  thought 
it  necessary,  if  possible,  to  distress  Um 
£uther.  And  how  had  they  done  this? 
One  of  sir  Robert  Wilson's  sonshieid  been 
pkced  at  the  military  college  as.  the  son 
of  an  officer.  Now  he  was  in  possession 
of  a  letter  innouiicing  to  sir  Robert,  that 
he  must  pay  a  larger  salary  for  the  edu- 
cation of  that  lad,  because  he  could  no 
longer  be  considered  the  son  of  an  offiqer. 
[Cheers.]  The  letter  was  dated  October 
Srd,  1821 ;  and  it  called  upon  sir  Robert 
Wilson  to  pay  150/.  per  annum,  instead 
of  75i*,  because  his  son  could  no  longer 
be  held  the  son  of  an  officer,  and  he  must 
be  transferred  to  the  plass  of  sons  of  pri- 
vate gentlemen.  Was  not  this  done  to 
show  sir  Robert  Wilson  that  he  was  under 
severe  punishment  i  Was  it  not  a  part  of 
that  system  under  which  gentlemen  had 
been  annoyed  and  attack^,,  when  they 
differed  from  sovemment  upon  political 
questions?  Was  it  not  the  system  which 
had   dismissed  earl   FitzwiHiam  for    his 

folitical  conduct  in  Yorkshire,  and  lord 
ife  ibr  voting  for  the  repeal  of  the  malt- 
tax?  [Much  Cheering.]  The  whole 
course  proved  that  there  was  a  system 
afloat  for  destroying  all  independence  of 
feeling  in  persons  any  way  dependent  on 
the  Crown,  that  was,  upon  the  ministers; 
and  to  establish  a  military  despotism  in. 
the  country.  The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded an  animated  addreM  by  alluding  to 
the  various  services  in  which  sir  Robert 
Wilson  had  been  engaged,  and  particu- 
larly to  bis  service  in  the  Lusitanian 


Legion.  Wheriftvefr  hard  duty .  was  to  be 
perfdrmed  his  gallant  friend  was  sure  to*be 
found;  but  when  rewards  were  to  be 
lavished,  his  name  was  not  forthcoming ; 
he  had  fought  against  the  enemies  of 
Enelaod  with  his  heart  and  with  bis  soul ; 
and  upon  the  conduct  of  government  to- 
wards him,  it  was  for  the  House  to  form 
an  opini6n. 

Mr.  N*  Calvert  was  of  opiniopi  that  the 
prerogative  in  question  was  advantageous 
to  the  people,  as  well  as  to  the  Crown, 
when  properly  exercised;  but  allowed 
that  it  might  be  abused  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  become  highly  obnoxious.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  he  confessed  that  when  he  came 
down  to  the  House  it  was  with  a  strong 
impression  on  bis  knind  un&vounable  to 
the  hon.  member..  Havingi  however,  hoard 
the  clear  statement  made  by  Uie  hon* 
member  himself,  and  having  haard  the 
speech  of  the  no^le  lord  in  reply,  he  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  vote  for  the  motiout 
as  the  hon.  member's  case  seemed  to  him 
to  prove  the  truth  of  the  old  adage, 
*<  When  you  want  to  beat  a  dog  it  is  not 
difficult  to  find  a  stick*'' 

Sir  /.  Coffin  adverted  to  Uie  dismissal  of 
lord  G.  Sackvijle,  and  decUured  it  to  behia 
opinion,  that  no  unprejudiced  man,  dtber 
in  that  House  or  out  of  it,  would  say,  that 
the  royal  prerogative  had  been  exercised 
harshiy,  or  unjustly  in  the  case  of  the  hon* 
gentleman. 

Sir  R.  Fergmson  said,  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  was  to  be  the  next  victim  or 
not  but  he  would  teU  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site and  his  adherents,  that  in  spite  of  all 
their  power  and  all  their  threats,  while  he 
satin  that  House  he  would  always  give 
an  independent  vote.  After  the  piaiii 
statement  made  by  bis  gallsnt  friend,  it 
appeared  to  him.  impossible  for  any  candid 
man  to  deny  that  his  gidlant  friend  had 
been  grossly  injured,  ft  was  evident  that 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  had  been 
abused* .  Ministei:s  were  responsible  for 
the  advice  which  t^eygavein  the  exercise 
of,  every  prero^tive  possessed,  by  the 
Crown.  It  was  so  with  regard  to  the 
highest  of  those  prerogatives,  the  exten- 
sion of  mercy ;  and  surely  it  ought  .to  be 
so  with  regard  to;  that  inferipr  and  more 
painful  preroffative,  the  infliction  of  punish- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  treatment 
which  his  ^unt  friend  had  endured*  it 
appeared  to  him  tp  be  a  mi^eicabler  a  bete 
assassination  of  private  character  for  .the 
purposes  of  political  mtrigue  [hear,  hear, 
hear  1]    His  gallant  firiend,  (gallant  be 
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itni  would  call  him,  for  ,though  no  longer  a 
general  m  the  British  iiervice,  the  remem- 
brance of  his  deedl  could  not  be  obliterated  } 
bad  made  out  such  a  case,  that  ministers 
did  not  dare  to  grapple  with  it.  ,  It  was 
not  the  first  occasion  on  which  they  had 
eodeaTOured  to  shelter  themselves  under 
the  pretence  ^  exercising  the  royal  prero- 
jgative.  The  motnent  the  express  arrived 
from  Manchester  6oibmunicating  the  oc- 
cWeoce^  there,  kninisters  hastened  to 
flvilil  themselves  of  the  prerogative  by 
thanking  those  to  whose  codduct  the  fatal 
evbiits  bf  that  ddy  were  ibainly  attributa- 
ble. So,  in  the  ^res^nt  idstan^le  the  king's 
nlime  and  privilege  had  been  Equally  pro- 
Ikned  by  using  them  for  the  ^smissal  of 
bis  gallant  friend,  and  of  fi  respectable 
police  magistrate,  whose  onlV  crime  w^is 
an  attempt  to  save  the  lives  of  his  majesty's 
subjects.  , 

Lord  Palmerston  ASsurbd  the  gallant 
l^^eral  that  he  had  tiot  the  slightest  inten- 
tibd  i6  reflect  upon  his  parliamentary  con- 
duct. He  had  merely  said,  that  no  officer 
had  ever  been  dismissed  the  service  for 
his  conduct  io  parliament,  and  had  instan- 
bM  the  gallant  general,  who  had  always 
(consciebtiously  dnd  constitutiohaliy,  no 
aotibt)  voted  against  his  majesty'^  tninis- 
terk  He  wis  Ui^refore  justified  in  con- 
tetjdihg  that  the  reason  given  oh  the  other 
sido  for  the  dismissal  of  (he  hon.  itaover, 
was  not  the  true  oOe. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  tbdt  although  his  gal« 
Wt  friend  wKs  no  Idnger  an  officer, hi  the 
Br|dsh  servicci  he  stood  high  in  rank 
ab^ad,  and  was  possessed  of  a  character 
0S  a  soldier  of  which  ibo  midister  could 
deotive  htm.  He  should  always  Call  him 
tbi  gdlant  officer  Bk  fae  had  been  acous- 
td'oied  to  do.  He  <;ould  bear  testimony  to 
the  accuracy  of  thd  statement  of  his  gal- 
lant filend,  for  he  had  accompanied  the 
fhhtttl  procession  6f  her  late  tddjesty  to 
do  honor  io  the  character  of  the  illustrious 
d^cea^ed,  and  to  mark  his  hatred  of  her 
ilJ^et^te  persecutory.  Up  to  the  arrival 
of  the  procession  i^t  Cuitoberland  gate  he 
aebompanic^  his  gallant  frierid  the  whole 
of  the;  way ;  and  he  could  decla^^  that 
witli  respect  to  the  whole  of  what  passed 
dttrih|t  thai!  dmd,  the  assertions  of  h|s 
gdbm  ^eiki  w^re  periSktly  correct.  For 
tti^  sSsKe  of  thb  af^um^nt,  ne  would  admit 
the  kfdg's  prerogative'  (  but  it  Should  not  be 
fbrgfotteti,t6at the  prerogative  mustbe  exer- 
cised' by  r^ponsible  advisers,  jtfnd  all  that 
waa  desired  was»  to  know  who  those  advi- 
sers Were  oik  the  pieMA  OCtttiOd.    the 
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noble  lord  opposite  had  not  met  the  state- 
ment of  his  gallant  friend  by  one  single 
piece  of  evidence.    He  had  merely  per- 
verted that  statement.    The  present  mo- 
tion ought  to  be  agreed  to,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  case  of  lord  Chatnan^  in  180^. 
Lord  Chatham  was  the  commander  of  the 
Walcheren  expedition,  and  had  privately 
conveyed  to  the  king  a  paper  libelling  the 
comiuct.  of  a  gallant  officer  sir  Richard 
Strachan.    A  resolution  was  proposed  for 
an  address  to  his  majesty,  caJling  for  the 
production  of  that  paper ;  and  so  strong 
was  the  justice  of  the  case,  that  although 
the  motion  was  resisted  by  all  the  influence 
of  ministers,  the  address  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  seven :  and  the  paper,  when 
produced,  was  the  means  of  forcing  lord 
Chatham  out  of  office.    If  the  House  did 
justice,  not  to  his  gallant  friend,  but  to 
truth  and  its  own  character,  it  would  ac- 
cede to.  th6  present  motion.    His  gallant 
friend  had  distinguished  himself  by  almost 
a  romantic  attacnment  to  his  profession. 
It  was  observed  by  forei^ers,^tbat  he  had 
led  them  on  io  battle  and  to  victory ;  that 
he  had  earned  and  beeii  rewarded  by  bo^ 
nours  apciong  themselves,,  but  had  been 
neglected  in  his  own  country.    His  situa^ 
tion  wai  hot  like  that  of  many  unfortunate 
officers  of  inferior  rank  whose  loss  might 
be  equally  fllagrant,  but  not  so  prominent 
as  that  of  ill's  gallant  friend.     He  stoqd 
before  the  country  wjth  nine  and  twenty 
years  of  service  in  His  favour :  and  he  be- 
lieved one  of  his  gallant  friend's  offences 
was,  the  having  attended  the  funeral ;  and 
oh  his  conscience  he  believed,  that  another 
of  his  offences  was,  the  having  preyepted 
the  shedding  of  human  blood.     Yes,  6a 
his  conscience,  he  believed  that  his  majes- 
ty's ministers  wished  for  a  military  execu- 
tion in  the  nietronolis  on  that  day,  similar 
to  that  at  Mancnestei'.     Of  this  he  wa^ 
convinced  by  the  conduct  which  had  been 
displayed  towards  sir  R.  Baker ;  and  he 
l|elieved,  A-om  the  tone  which  was  obserr 
yed  by  thotewho  were  called  the  upper 
classes,  that  an  opportunity  was  desirea  to 

fmnish  the  people  tor  their  attachment  and 
ove  to  the  queen.  What  other  charge 
had  there  been  against  his  hon.  friepd  ? 
His  gallant  friend  bad  sustained  a  roboery 
of  his  property ;  and  was  it  to  be  endurea 
that  a  minister  should  stand  at  the  elbow 
of  the  king,  to  blacken-  the  character  of  a 
valuable  military  officer,  and  advise  bit 
disniissal  without  convicdon,  nay,  without 
accusation  ?  Let  them  recollect,  for  9 
m'omi^nt  the  demand  of  the  commander  io 
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ebief  hioiself,  when  he  was  arraigned  at 
the  bar  of  that  House.  He  had  extracted 
ft  in  order  to  shew  how  different  was  his 
request,  when  he  was  accused,  from  the 
measure  of  justice  he  had  extended  to  him 
whom  he  had  condemned.  When  the  con- 
duct of  the  duke  of  York  was  the  subject 
of  discussion  in  that  House  on  the  occa- 
sion which  led  to  his  retirement  from  the 
office  of  commander  in  chief,  his  royal 
highness  had  said,  in  his  letter  to  the 
House,  *<  I  claim  of  their  justice  that  I 
shall  not  be  condemned  without  trial  or 
be  deprived  of  the  benefit  and  protection 
which  is  afforded  to  every  British  subject, 
by  those  sanctions  under  which  alone  evi- 
dence is  received  in  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  the  law."  On  the  same  occa- 
sion one  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  the 
late  Mr.  Perceval,  had  said,  that  "  no 
British  subject  ought  to  be  punished  in  his 
life,  limb,  or  character,  without  having  the 
charges  against  him  in  wilting,  or  having 
the  opportunity  of  being  heaird  in  his  de- 
fence.*' His  gallant  friend  bad  now  been 
punished,  not  only  without  having  the 
charges  against  him  In  writing,  but  wit^ 
out  having  even  a  hint  of  what  they  were. 
The  noble  lord  had,  however,  rested  his 
defence  solely  on  the  ground  that  It  was 
Bot  the  practice  of  parliament  to  interfere 
with  this  blessed  prerogative.  Not  a 
.word  else  of  defence  had  been  offered. 
This  was  all  they  knew  of  a  matter  as  re- 
volting to  taste  as  it  was  to  reason.  This 
was  all  they  knew  besides  sneers  and  in- 
sinuations; and  on  such  a  case,  it  was 
said,  the  fifteen  cabinet  mmisters  had  given 
their  unanimous  voice  to  deprive  his  gal- 
lant friend  of  his  property— they  could 
not  deprive  him  of  his  character.  Thank 
God,  the  people  of  England  did  not  feel 
in  this  matter  as  his  majesty's  ministers : 
they  had  stepped  forward  to  succour  the 
oppressed,  llie  only  ground  on  which  the 
jadnerents  of  ministers  defended  the  dis- 
Vnissal  Of  his  gallant  friend,  was  this-* 
**  wait  till  parliament  meets ;  then  the 
cause  of  his  dismissal  will  be  made  cleatr 
'and  satisfactory.'*  Parliament  had  now 
met,  and  not  a  word  of  explanation  had 
been  given.  It  was  the  duty,  therefore, 
of  the  House  to  step  forwara  and  to  pre- 
vent the  ministers  from  debasing  the  cha- 
racter of  the  army,  and  above  all,  to  de- 
fend the  rights  and  property  of  Britbh 
suWecU. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  he 
could  assure  the  House,  that  in  rising 
after  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 


down,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter 
into  any  defence  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, either  against  a  charge  of  having 
planned  a  massacre  of  his  majesty*s  sub- 
jects on  the  14th  of  August,  or  of  having 
entered  Into  a  conspiracy  to  deprive  the 
hon.  mover  of  his  property.  He  admitted 
that  every  allowance  was  to  be  made  for 
the  warmth  with  which  the  hon.  gentleman 

iMr.  Bennet  ^  had  taken  up  this  question* 
le  did  not  blame  his  feelings ;  they  were 
those  of  private  friendship ;  and,  however, 
much  credit  might  be  given  to  them  on 
this  occasion,  Uiey  ill  assorted  with  the 
Question  upon  which  the  House  was  to 
aecide.  That  question  lay  in  a  very 
narrow  compass ;  and  in  offering  a  few 
remarks  upon  it,  the  House  would  excuse 
him  if  he  did  not  feel  the  same  warmth 
which  had  been  shown  by  the  hon  mem- 
ber. He  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  motion;  and,  however  |)ainful  it  might 
be  to  express  his  disapprobation  of  the 
hon.  mover^s  conduct  on  the  occasion  which 
led  to  this  discussion,  it  was  onlv  a  sense 
of  his  duty  which  urged  him.  He  would 
in  the  outset  admit,  that  he  knew  of  no 
other  bounds  to  Inquiries  by  parliament 
into  such  subjects  as  that  now  before  it, 
but  the  discretion  of  parliament  itself. 
But  he  must  contend,  tnat  it  did  not  fol- 
low, because  parliament  possessed  this 
power,  that  they  must  therefore  exercise 
It  on  the  suggestion  of  any  hon.  member. 
Surely  it  woiud  not  be  contended,  admit- 
ting toe  principle  of  Inquiry  in  its  fullest 
extent  (and  he  spoke  this  with  every  re- 
spect for  the  hon.  mover),  that  he  had 
any  sreater  claim  to  have  his  case  consi- 
dered by  parliament  than  any  other  indi- 
vidual wno  might  come  to  their  bar 
through  the  interposition  of  any  hon.  mem- 
ber. Every  officer  in  the  army  with  whose 
services  the  Crown  might  have  dispensed 
without  a  trial,  had  just,  in  principle,  the 
same  claim  on  the  interference  of  parlia- 
ment as  the  hon.  mover.. But  the  House, 
without  reference,  for  a  moment,  to  the 
particular  case  of  the  hon.  mover,  ought 
to  consider  what  would  be  the  convenience 
or  inconvenience  of  inquiries  of  this  nature. 
They  would,  he  contended,  be  most  ii^ 
convenient;  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Hertfbrd,  (Mr.'  N.  Calvert.),  must  give 
him  leave  to  say,  that  the  House  was  not 
by  its  duty  bound  to  charge  itself  with  an 
inquiry  on  every  occasion  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  j^overnment  towards 
its  servants,  and  particularly  into  its  coor 
duct  towards  military  officers.  He  vicwe^ 
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the  conduct  of  the  executive  government 
in  a  different  light.  He  bad»  perhap,  been 
brought  up  in  a  prejudices  but  he  had  al- 
ways imagined,  that  there  was  something 
fummary  in  the  power  of  the  Crown,  es- 
pedally  in  military  matters :  he  had  sup- 
posed, that  this  summary  power  was 
more  necessary  even  than  in  the  civil 
branch  of  the  government.  He  saw  now, 
however,  that  ne  had  been  mistaken,  and 
that  e^efj  military  officer  held  under  a 
freehold  tenure ;  and  that  it  was  an  act  of 
robbery  to  affect  him  in  any  way,  unless 
after  trial.  He  saw  now,  that  instead  of 
being  peculiarly  subordinate,  the  military 
officers  of  the  Crown  were  as  independent 
as  the  holders  of  offices  in  the  civil  de- 
partments, having  places  not  at  pleasure, 
but  for  life.  He  certainly  should  have 
been  disposed  to  say  that  the  case  of  other 
civil  officers  holding  their  places  at  plea- 
sure was  more  analogous;  he  certainly 
ahould  say,  if  a  civil-office-holder  were 
d\sm\seeA^  that  it  was  a  question  of  confi- 
dence, and  not  of  crime ;  he  should  say, 
that  this  principle  was  not  less  essential  to 
the  military  than  to  the  civil  service ;  and 
as  it  was  manifest  that  in  the  civil  depart- 
.  ment  the  dutv  could  not  go  on  from  nour 
to  hour,  and  from  day  to  daynf  there  were 
not  confidence ;  and  if  it  were  necessary 
to  prove  a  crime  before  there  was  an  altera- 
tion in  an  office,  $o  be  should  say, 
that  the  army,  still  more,  could  not  exist 
without  conndence,  but  must  become  a 
prey  to  disobedience  and  disorganization. 
Now,  he  would  read  the  words  of  the 
law,  which  completely  bore  him  out  in 
his  view  of  the  subject.  They  were,  that 
no  officer  should  be  dismissed  from  the 
'Service,  "  except  by  the  king's  order  or 
the  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial." 

Sir  H.  FTi^on.— That  is  not  the  law» 
what  section  of  the  Mutiny  act  is  it  ? 

The  Marquis  o^  Londonderry^ — ^It  is  the 
S2nd  Article  of  War.  It  was  made  law 
by  the  Mutiny  act.  Besides  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  objected  to  this  article  of  war, 
why  had  he  not  long  ago,  and  before  he 
himself  felt  the  operation  of  it,  brought  it 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament? 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  paper  containing 
the  names  of  no  less  than  212  officers,  who» 
in  the  last  ten  years,  had  been  removed 
without  a  trial ;  and  that  paper  proved, 
that  %o  far  from  the  doctrine  being  true, 
that  a  court-martial  was  the  only  ground 
for  proceeding  to  the  dismissal  of  an  of- 
ficer, there  were  instances  t&tx  instances 
ill  which,  after  acquittal  by  a  court  mar- 


tail,  the  parties  had  been  dismissed ;  and 
this  not  from  any  notion  tha^  the  court- 
martial  -had  decided  improperly,  but  be- 
cause there  were  many  cases  in  which 
legal  guilt  could  not  be  proved,  but  in 
which,  notwithstandiuff  there  were  cir« 
cumstances  to  affect  Uie  character  of  a 
gentleman,  or  the  harmony  of  a  regiment, 
or  in  some  way  or  other  the  good  of  the , 
service.    Nothing  was  so  common  as  to 
aggravate  the  sentence  of  a  court-martiaU, 
Nothing  was  so  common  as  to  dismiss  those 
whom  a  court-martial  had  not  ordered  to 
be  dismissed, leaving  or  notleavio|^  to  the- 
individual  the  price  of  his  commission— 
for  that  was  another    circumstance  oa 
which  the  Crown  might  exercise  its  discre- 
tion. To  this  he  might  add,  that  no  officer 
entered  the  army  without  the  full  know- 
ledge that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  King, 
to  decide,  on  the  advice  of  his  ministers,, 
whether  or  not  it  might  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  service  that  he  should  remain. 
But  he  felt  that  he  wasstating  tnu'sms.  He 
would  now  quote  an  authority  on  the  ques- 
tion; and  he  selected  it  as  that  of  a  man 
for  whose  opinions  he  was  satisfied  the- 
hon.  mover  had   a  very  high,   and  he 
would  not  say,  an  undeserved  respect.    It 
was  the  opinion  of  lord  Erskine,  then  Mr«. 
Crskine,  given  on  a  case  of  some  officers 
who  had  teen  dismissed  the  service  with- 
out trial,  and  was  dated  Sergeants'-inn«. 
Sept.  8,  1801.    «'  I  am  bound  to  add,'' 
said  Mr.  £r«kine,  after  stating  the  argu- 
ments on  the  case,  '<  that  the  parties  are 
wholly  without  remedy.    The  xing  is  the 
acting  party   here.    He  is  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  and  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
cision cannot  be  questioned  in  any  court 
of  law  ;  and  whenever  his  majestj^  dis- 
misses an  officer,  whether  of  the  highest 
or  lowest  rank,  he  loses  all  benefit  be- 
longing to  his  situation,  according  to  the 
articles  of  war ;    and  this  every  soldier 
must  know   when  he  enters  the  army.*' 
This    was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Erskine. 
How  far  it  was  coincident  with  that  ex- 
pressed  by  the  hon.  member  /Mr«  Lamb- 
ton),  he  would  leave  himself  to  Judge. 
He  would  DOW  give  him  the  opinion  of 
sir  Charles  Morgan,  who,  in  alluding  to 
the  case  of  a  militia  officer  dismissed  witl^- 
out  trial,  observed,  amongst  other  things, 
that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that^ 
his  majesty  was  quite  competent  to  remove 
any  officer  without  producing  anjr  grounds 
for  his  removal,  or  of  bringing  him  to  any, 
.  trial.'  It  was  sufficient  that  his  majesty  did, 
not  think  fit  to  retain  hmi  any  longer  in 
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h'lB  service..  He  should  like  to  know^  if» 
after  the' authorities  he  had  cited,' it  would 
be  any  longer  contended,  that  an  officeir^s 
commission  was  like  a  freehold  and  that  it 
dbuld  not  be  taken  from  him  without  a 
tHal  and  conviction  ?  The  advisersjbfthe 
Crown,  had,  on  the  present  occasion,  giTen 
that  counsel  which  they  conceited  it  their 
duty  to  give ;  but  he  hoped  he  should  get 
credit  for  the  declaration;  that  it  was  not 
the  wish  of  ministerflT  to  do  any  thing  which 
could  affect  the  hon.  mover  personally. 
If  the  step  taken  bad  that  efibct,  he  should 
r^^net  it ;  bat '  as  to  any  feeling  of  hos- 
tility personally  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
lie  could  assure  him  that  it  did  not  ekist 
dh  the  subject,  aiid  particulaiiy  in  a  high 
Quarter ;  and  though  the  Warm  imagina- 
tion of  the  hon.  member  for  Shrews- 
bury mi^ht  have  led  him  to  look 
upon  ministers  as  a  band  of  plun- 
derto,  r^dy,  on  the  first  opportunity 
to 'confiscate  the  freehold  of'  the  hon. 
mover,  he  could  assure  him  that  no  such 
Useh'ng  existed.  But  the  hon.  member 
bad  mixed  up  matters  on  the  present  mo- 
tion y^ich  it  wodid  have  been  much  better 
if  fie  had  not  touched.  £verj  thing'had 
been  laid  at  the  door  of  government;  and 
the  drcufUfitance  about  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's^ son,  of  which  he  felt  it  almost  un- 
necessary to  say  he  had  never  heard  be- 
fbre,  had  been  brought  forward  with  every 
possible  effect  If  the  government  had 
been  anxious  to  look  for  occasions  on  which 
ib  exercise  personal  hostility — if  they 
could  ever  have  fbit  any — towards  the 
lion,  mover  instances  were  not  wanting 
before  the  present,  of  conduct  on  that 
hon.  gentleman's  part,  which  was  marked, 
tt>  say  the  least  of  it,  with  great  indiscre- 
tion. But  that  had  been  overlooked ;  and 
it  was  not  until  the  conduct  which  had 
brought  on  the  present  crisis,  that  they 
conceived  it  their  duty  to  advise  the  sove- 
reign not  to  detain  him  any  longer  in  the 
service.  To  go  into  detail  upon  Uie  trans- 
action out  of  which  this  arose,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  princ.ple  witli  which 
he  had  set  out ;  namely  that  it  was  not  one 
into  which  the  House  waiT  called  upcm  to 
inquire.  It  would  be  then  said  that  lie  had 
pleaded,  and  he  might  be  asked  to  bring 
to  the  bar  150  guards,  against  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  might  OTOr  to  bring  S50 
df  hirconstikuents,  or  350  witnesses,  good 
ftien*and  true,  to  state  the  case  as  it  ap- 
peared to  them.  But  into  such  an  in* 
quiry  he  would  not  consent  to  enter.  It 
wotud  be  highly  improper^  in  eyery  sense 


of  the  term.  At  the  sam^  time,  without 
that  inquiry,  he  thought  these  grouncia 
fully  sufficient  for  the  measures  adopted 
towards  the  hon.  gentleman.  Was  it  prii*. 
dent,  he  would  ask,  to  point  out  one  part 
of  the  soldierf  as  popular;  thereby  in- 
sinuating to  the  people  that  the  others 
were  not  so  ?  His  noble  friend  had  not 
charged  the  hon.' gentleman  with  gross 
misconduct.  He  had  stated  that  his  con- 
duet  i^as  imprudent ;  and  of  that  it  ap- 
Siared  to  him  there  was  sufficient  prooro. 
lit  were  the  government,  in  the  case  of 
an  officer,  in  whose  conduct  tha^  impro- 
priety was  known,  to  go  upon  the  Old 
bailey  principle  of  examining^  every  mi- 
nute circumstance  ?  The  thing  was  un- 
necessary ;  for  sufficient  had  been  done  to 
justify  tnem,  in  the  advice  of  this  re- 
moval without  trial.  It  would,  however, 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  upon  the  de- 
tails of  the  case,  where  every  shred  of 
evidence  that  #as  adduced  would  tend  to 
farther  inquiry.  Enough  was  admitted 
on  both  sides,  to  satisfy  him  that  an  in- 

?Uiry  by  parliament  would  be  superfluous. 
lis  noole  friend  had  shown  that  it  was  in- 
discreet, at  the  least,  in  an  officer  of  rank 
to  have  so  acted  as  to  draw  upon  the 
soldiers  the  indignation  of  the  people,  as 
it  was  necessary  we  should  have  a  stand* 
ing  army  for  the  protection  of  our  liberties. 
[Loud  cheers  from  the  Oppo$iti6o.3  Why, 
it  was  only  three  nights  ago  that  he  liad 
heard  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  call 
loudly  and  anxiously  for  martial  law. 
[^Cheers  from  the  ministerial  side.]  So 
little  horror  did  they  then  seem  to  have  of 
the  standing  army,  that  their  only  cry  was 
for  an  increased  military  force  in  Ireland. 
It  was  all  a  joke,  it  was  said,  to  pass  any 
law  for  the  relief  of  Ireland  unless  it  was 
to  give  her  more  soldiers.  Honourable 
members  hated  the  Insurrection  act.  They 
did  not  think  it  would  do.  They  would 
rather  confide  in  the  officers  of  a  march- 
ing regiment.  The  hon.  baronet  (sir  F* 
Burdett)  was  quite  enthusiastic  on  the 
subject,  and  eloquent  in  his  intreaties  for 
military  interference.  It  was  the  s^e  in 
the  other  House  of  parliament,  wiiere  a 
noble  baron  fOrder,  order.]  Well,  then, 
in  another  place,  a  noble  lord  who  had  a 
perfect  hyorophobia  for  military  power, 
was  quite  astounded  thai  the  discretimi 
of  the  military  was  not  to  supersede  the 
law  in  Ireland.  This  was  the  manner  in 
which  hon.  ^ntlemen  then  felt,  who 
could  not  patiently  hear  the  name  of  an 
army  at  the  present  moment*    To  pra« 
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^  ofer,  ^e  iff>ul4  repeat,  tl^at  bis  ooble 
Criepd  haa  not  stated  tbat  inquiry  or  any 
examination  ot  the  tranaactipns  of  the^ 
di^  in  question  waii  necessary  to  f^rio  ^ 
qpipion  upon  the  conduct  of  ^e  bon* 
gentletpap*  It  wasof  a  nature  no^  to  he 
j^conoeiyed ;  and  surely  i^othipg  pouljli 
t^id  more  to  destroy,  the  regular  di^qi^ 
ptioe  of  the  service,  tha^^  fof  an  officfXis 
not  on  pi;a&ssi9nal,duty,  to  interfile  with^ 
SoldieinB  on  duty^  ana  upbraid  them  vit^ 
cbndiiqt  whjck  he  s^ted  woul^  bcii^  dis- 
grace Of  tbena  ai^d  the  wb9l^  ani^r  ^^ 
uproperconduct  m  tbebon^.inpi^r^cpyeri^ 
yntli tjhe insiignia  of  theseinrjci^t toafldresa 
thie  spldfers.  npd  brand  th^ir.  conduct  wit^ 
the  epithet  «  disgraceful  T  Wby,  hf^ 
ifould  i|sJi^  bad  not  tt)e  hqju  gei^tlemap* 
a^h^'hi^d  c^Qsepto  he  pr^sr^it— <nAni| 
one  would  dilute  his  righf  tq  attend  to^ 
pay  any  mi^rk  o£  resp^  he  m^^t  thjnl^ 
proper  to  the  memory  or  the  Qiieeiir-7- 
why  had  he  not  discounteniipc^d  s]i^ 
conduct,  or  why  iiad  he  clothed  in  miliary 
colours?:  [Cries  qf  «•  Nq,  no.**]  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  hpn*  geqtlepiifp. 
vore  hia  regimeqtal  unifbn;n,  hiiSt  bq  wore 
his  star  on  his  hreisst.  £seiT  b^dy  l^qew 
H  was  sir  H«  Wilson^  Why  l^d  be  tak^ea. 
upon  him  to  reprimyid  thel^ng'a  tfoppSy 
qver  wiiom  h^  bad  io  immediate  commfMad* 
and  tlierciby  e%p,oae  them  to  thf  in£m^ 
tion  of  the  populace  i  Wa^  t]^t,coQ4uc^ 
ifbicb  could  oe  called  prudent?  Or  w^mi 
it  not  tbat  which  called  loudly  fbr  the^ 
vi»itation  which  it  had  afterwards  receiv^? 
What  could  be  more  likely  to  encpuriu|e 
tbedisgraqeful  conduct  of  the  people?  To 
encourage  those  factious  i^^^tswho  de- 
graded the  Queen  while  livmg>  l^ld  could 
not  he  si^tisfied  without  attempting  to 
ftromote  their  views  by  her  death  ?  The 
plan  for  <4>structiog  the  prooessijon  wa^ 
perfectly  systematic:  for  entrencbo^ents 
Dad  been  cut  in  tbe  road  through  which  it 
was  to  fMiss;  audi  under  these  circwn- 
stances*  it  was,  that  the  boo*  member^ 
flirrajred  in  the  distinctive  mar)»  of  hit. 
promssioQ  had  appeared  among  the  crowd, 
atid  held  a  Uingui^'e,  which  was  <»)cttlfi^ed 
to  call  down  nppi^  the  troops  the  mdi^w? 
tfon  of  the  populace.'  Tbe  hiO^,  member 
mid  said,  that  he  saw  no  stopes  tbrowpat 
the  soldiers.  Wben^  t(ieii  wejp^  bin  &fm  i 
Forty*th|^  of  the  soldiery  i|rbq^  lef|  th^. 
I^irracluinper^^  h^  Mffi^  iint. 

to  tpe^hosnitalin.tbe  eijeninj^  ii^  ^nMr. 
qu^cp  or  the  kurto  they  r^deiv^,    He. 


tlemen  to  pay  every  rospf^c)  he  pleased  to 
the  piemory  of  the  Queen;  but  was  it 
pjrudept,  after  the  outrageous  conduct  be 
had  witnessed  on  tbe  pf^t  0^  the  pop^l^cci, 
to  have  followed  th^  procession  which 
they  succeeded  in  forcing  through  tbe 
'  dity  i  The  moment  tbe  law  waif  set  at  de<» 
;fifippe,  it  I?^c^m^  l^is  duty  to  retire ;  or  if  he 
jba/i  resolved  to  remonstrate,  he  ought)  to 
;ha,ve  remonstrated  with  the  populace,  anil 
;no^  with  tbe  soldiers^  Neither  could  he. 
feel  that,  apcordipg  to  tb^  soimd  pdn- 
iciples  of  tbe  constitution,  parli^in^nt  wa% 
{the  plac^  wbere  audi  summary  judgm^^ 
jcould  be  revised.  In  considering  thfit 
Ipoint,  tt  would  be  well  to  loo)^  b^ck  to' 
jthe  procQ^ngs  of  1734,  when  a  iqptipp 
Ibjeing  qia^e  for  thi^t  purpofe,  pai^liement. 
|refusc4  tp  abridge.  01^  regulate  tl^e  power 
tin  any  wigr  which  the  Crown  hf^  pre* 
vipi^shr  exercis^c^  Witbthi^prec^en^beM 
fore  tbem»  it  was  npw  U^  latf^  U>  sf)y  tbfi(* 
they  ought  to  erect  themfelvea  ipto  a^ 
jcourt.  for  tbe  purpose  of  revising  such  pro* 
'ceedings,  wbea  th^  had  i^ot  even  the 
Ipqwer  to  administer^  an  oath  to  the  wit* 
ji^^sses  on  whose  testimony  they  must  de- 
jcme.  Nothing  cpuhl  hi^ve  heen  more 
unwise,  in  tWe  dapger^Qtus  time?,  thaiito, 
{assist  the  factious  jpmrpc^jss  of  thope  wW. 
{updertook  to  compel  tfie  procession  to^ 
take  i^  CGturse  tbroy^  thf^'cilv.  If^ 
jc^cers  of  the  army,  Qoi  bei1mon.dHl3r.at, 
Itbe  tiiqe,  and  cf^lsequeatly  t^nff  nptHing> 
|to  do  with  the  arrfiagSHipentf  of  th^  day, 
were  to  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the 
aoldieri  acting  mider  or4ecs,  there  must] 
be  an  end  to  tbe  discipline  of  tbe  army^ 
Were  be  a  soMier,  he  could  npt  continue, 
in  the  service  of  that  state  whi^  would  n^s, 
protecthimfrom sychinterl^iiers.  t(pqn^^ 
could  more  regret  than  bia^eifthe  neces* 
Mty  of  pressing;  wjth  stny  sevejrity  on-tbe. 
jhonu  gentleman ;  but  ministers  had  a  duty 
to  perfom%  and  if  they  opfutted  to  a4vise 
his  majes^  on  the  occasion,  they  wouU 
'have  faiied  in  tbeir  duty  to  tbe  Crpwn, 
and  thrir  regard  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  people* 

Sir  R.  fVihqn  said,  tbe  noble  lord  waa 
mii^ep  in  having  suppi^Bed  that  he  badj 
addressed  tbe  people,  and  told  them  Ihf^ 
blue^  were  popular*  That  was  nojt  the 
case.  The  mct,w^s»  he  l^ad  meli^geiii* 
llem^  whpm  he  wps  t«ld,  w^a  sir  K* 
Bahi^r,  M4to  himbc^  s^id,  that  the  hbm^i 
W^re  p^opdar.  andil  vimso  fiir  Spft^viaA^ 
as  it  w^^od  be-more  liMy  to  ppe^vmitmiiH 
ichief<^  At  tbia  ohs^cvatiws,  tbepe.  wm 
noti  Jwre  tbap.oiv^  f^non  present* 
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'  The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  wag  sorry 
to  have  misuJcen  any  part  of  the  transac- 
tion. He  had  understood  that  this  obser- 
Tation  was  made  to  the  people,  or  made 
loudly  in  their  |)resence. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  that  the  noble  mar- 
^ub  had  unintentionally,  no  doubt,  mis- 
represented what  had  feUen  from  him. 
He  had  not  said  that  an  officer  had  as 
much  right  to  his  commission  as  if  it  were 
his  fireehold.  What  he  had  said  was,  that 
it  would  be  as  unjust  to  deprive  an  officer 
without  trial  of  his  commission,  as  it 
would  be  to  deprive  a  man  of  his  free* 
hdd  without  a  cause. 

SiiJohn  Newport  said,  that  hh  vote 
upon  the  quesUon  before  the  House  would 
have  no  reference  to  the  motives  which 
actuated  his  majestv's  ministers  to  advise 
the  Crown  as  they  nad  upon  this  occasion. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  House  had 
but  one  choice  in  a  case  of  this  nature, 
which  was  between  the  prerogatiTe  in  ques- 
tion being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
without  any  control  —  or  being  liable  to 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
order  to  review  the  decisions  of  the  Crown 
in  the  exerdse  of  it.'  The  laitter  he  thought 
to  be  full  of  extreme  dangers ;  especidly 
as  regarded  its  consequencesupon  military 
discipline.  In '  the  first  place,  such  a 
course  wotild  tend  to  bring  the  oCcers  of 
the  army  and  that  House  into  dangerous 
contact.  They  all  knew  ^  the  conse- 
quences of  the  fiital  error,  in  a  fofmer 
period  of  our  history,  of  brining  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  committees  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  into  too  close  a 
communication.  It  was,  therefore,  be- 
cause he  thought  a  most  unadvised  act 
bad  been  commttted|  which  he  felt  the 
House  was  not  empowered  to  go  into,  that 
he  could  not  support  this  motion.  For 
such  was  thenatureof  the  act,  that  if  the 
papers  were  laid  on  the  table,  the  House 
must  inquire  into  the  subject  matter  of 
them.  The  principle  went  to  render  the 
armv  independent  of  the  Crown,  and  de- 
pendent upon  that  House,  or  rather  upon 
any  party  it  might  be  able  to  command  in 
it— a  principle  which,  it  was  obvious  in- 
Tolfed  many  dancers. 

Mr.  Hum6  said,  he  was  anxious  to  offisr 
himself  to  ^e  attention  of  the  House  on 
this  question,  as  he  had  accompanied  his 
gallant  friend  on  the  day  to  which  the  mo- 
tion referred*  He  had  witnessed  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  on  that  occasion, 
not  havinff  been  absent  from  him  for  ten 
minutes  oumg  Xbt  day  s  and.  be  could 


testify  that  the  conduct  of  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  was,  throughout  Uie  whole 
of  the  transaction,  most  correct.  The 
noble  marquis  had,  instead  of  confining 
himself  to  tne  question  before  the  House, 
gone  into  the  subject  of  the  Queen^s  fu-. 
neral,  which,  though  it  might  have  given 
rise  to  these  transactions,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  motion  upon  which  they  were 
to  decide.  The  noble  marquis  had  talked 
of  the  prerogative.  What  was  it  ?  Black- 
stone  had  defined  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  thus— <<  Prerogative  is  a  discre- 
tionary power  of  acting  for  the  public  good 
where  tne  positive  laws  were  silent/*  But 
the  laws  were  not  silent  on  this  case.  There 
were  rules  and  regulations  for  Uie  army 
which  were  supported  by  law.  The  army 
was,  it  was  true,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
king,  but  that  discretion  did  not  mean, 
the  whim  and  caprice  of  his  ministers. 
There  was  a  regular  act  to  regulate  it. 
Now,  the  preamble  of  that  act  said— 
*^  Whereas  no  man  shall  be  forejudged  of 
life  or  limb,  or  punished  in  anymanner 
without  a  trial  by  his  peers."  This  ap- 
plied to  a  civilian,  and  if  his  hon.  and  gal- 
lant^end  was  considered  in  that  light,  he, 
was  not^  at  all  amenable  to  military  laiir; 
but,  being  a  soldier,  he  was  to  be  judged 
after  trial,  and  the  act  especially  laid  it 
down,  that  no  man  should  be  dismissed 
without  a  trial,  The  noble  lord  had 
stated,  that  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
had  no  risfat  to  complain  of  the  treatment 
which  he  nad  experienced,  since  there  were 
at  least  two  hundred  cases  in  which  the 
same  exerdse  of  prerogative  had  been 
made  by  the  Crown.  To  such  a  state-' 
ment  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  replv- 
ing,  that  supposing  it  to  be  true,  the 
sooner  such  acts  of  tyranny  were  put  an 
end  to,  the  better  would  it  be  for  the  coun- 
try, and  also  for  the  army,  which  formed 
a  part  of  it.  Indeed,  till  some  check  was 
pot  upon  this  despotic  practice,  which  the 
noble  lord  had  declared  to  be  so  usual  in  the 
army,  the  armv  would  not  be  placed  upon 
that  footmg  of  respectability  on  whicn  it 
ought  to  be  placed  in  a  country  boasting' 
of  the  privileges  of  a  free  constitution. 
The  noble  marquis  then  joined  with  the 
noble  lord  in  saying,  *^  all  that  we  have  to 
say  against  the  gallant  officer  is,  that  he 
was  ^lilt^  of  a  military  ofience,  in  inter- 
fering with  the  soldierv  whflst  they^were 
in  Uie  discharge  of  their  duty.*^  But  what 
was  thepurpose  for  which  his  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  interfered?  Was  it  not 
to  prevent  fS»  effiision  of  human  bloody 
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and  to  preserve  the  lives  of  his  inajestjr*s 
subjects  i  The  noble  marquis  theo  said, 
that  govenunent  had  dismissed  the  hon. 
and  ffallant  officer,  not  merely  on  account 
of  his  interference  with  the  military,  but 
also  because  they  were  anxious  to  give 
evenr  protection  to  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  people.  Why,  it  was  that  verv 
anxiety  which  had  led  his  hon.  and  gal- 
lant friend  to  act  as  he  had  acted  upon 
the  memorable  day  of  her  majesty^s 
funeral ;  and  strange  to  say,  such  was  the 
monopolizing  spirit  of  humanity  which 
had  seized  upon  his  majesty's  government, 
that  they  publicly  dismissed  him  for  hav- 
ing been  animated  by  the  same  feelings 
which  they  themselves  professed  to  en- 
tertain. The  noble  marquis  had  asked 
his  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  whether  he 
had  interfered  with  the  people,  and  had 
endeavoured  to  make  them  desist  from 
their  violent  conduct.  He  could  answer 
that  question.  His  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
had  mterfered  with  the  people;  he  had 
requested  them  not  to  throw  stones, 
otherwise  it  might  irritate  the  soldiers, 
who  were  merely  acting  in  obedience  to 
orders.  Indeed,  he  was  a  little  surprised 
that  his  hon.  and  gallant  friena  had 
omitted  that  circumstance  in  the  plain 
unvarnished  statement  of  facts  which  he 
iiad  that  evening  submitted  to  the  House. 
Standing,  tberelore,  as  the  matter  did,  k 
was  unfair  in  the  noble  marquis  to  up- 
braid his  hon.  and  gallant  triend  with 
having  interfered  with  the  military,  and 
with  not  having  interfered  with  the  |>eople. 
He  was  prepared  with  proof,  that  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  had  used  the  language 
which  he  had  just  repeated  to  the  House, 
though  he  was  not  himself  present  when 
it  was  employed.  .  At  the  time  the  firing 
and  the  cries  of  murder  first  commenced, 
he  was  ,ridlng  with  sir  R.  Wilson  in  the 
rear  of  the  carriages,  <<  As  soon  as  I  heard 
them''  continuea  Mr.  Hume,  *'  I  turned 
Tound  to  him,  and  said, .  for  God's  sake, 
sir    Robert,    don*t   let   us   go  there.'* 

S Shouts  of  lai^hter  from  both  sides  of 
le  House,  intermingled  with  cries  of 
*'  hear."!  I  see  what  conclusion  I  am 
to  draw  from  those  cheers,  but  I  can  as- 
sure the  House  that  it  will  not  prevent 
me  firom  stating  what  occurred,  or  from 
doing  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty.  I 
foresaw  the  misconstruction  which  would 
be  put  on  our  conduct,  if  we  approadied 
the  place  where  the  firing  was  going  on, 
find  I  was  goio|;  to  state  it  to  my  gSUant 
friend,  when  his  huipanity,  which  other 


cowards  dared  not  to  practise,  hurried  him 
away  to  see  whether  he  could  not  put  a 
stop  to  tbefiring,  and  to  the  cries  of  murder. 
—The  noble  marquis  had  said,  that  those 
who  had  made  themselves  so  busy  on  the 
day  of  the  Queen's  funeral  were  a  rem- 
nant of  a  pitiful  faction,  that  was  anxious 
to  keep  up  the.  spirit  which  some  time  be- 
fore tnat  occurrence  had  unfortunately 
agitated  the  country.  Now,  he  would 
ask  the  noble  marquis,  who  and  what  it 
was  that  had  given  birth  to  that  spirit 
which  he  was  then  so  loud  in  condemn* 
ing  ?  Was  it  not  the  ministers  themselves, 
by  an  act  of  oppression,  wluch  was  un- 
paralleled in  the  history  of  the  country ; 
which  had  cast  the  foulest  blot  upon  par- 
liaments that  was  to  be  found  in  their  an* 
hals — an  act  of  oppression  which  was  not 
even  terminated  by  the  death  of  her  who 
fell  a  victim  to  it  ?  [Cheers.]  He  would 
repeat  the  expression — the  .course  of.  in- 
sult and  oppression  which  ministers  had 
pursued  towards  her  late  majesty,  was 
continued  even  afler  her  death.  [Cheers.] 
In  her  life  they  would  never  bestow  upon 
her  those  marks  of  honour  and  attention 
which  were  due  to  the  high  rank  and  sta* 
tion  which  she  occupied  in  the  country ; 
but  on  her  death,  as  if  in  solemn  mockery 
of  her  situation,  they  insulted  her  obse- 
quies with  the  idle  and  unnecessary  pa* 
rade  of  a  military  escort.  The  last  per* 
sons  to  complain  of  the  factious  spirit 
which  it  was  said  had  agitated  the  coun* 
try,  were  the  wretched  and  heartless  dri- 
vellers who  Iiad  raised  it.  He  trusted 
that  the  time  would  come,  when  thev 
would  meet  the  condign  punishment  which 
they  merited  for  the  numerous  acts  of  op- 
pression which  the^  had  committed  to- 
wards her  late  maiesty ;  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  he  should  see  them  called  to 
the  bar  of  the  House  to  answer  for  theur 
conduct  towards  that  illustrious  indivi- 
dual, as  well  as  for  their  various  other 
acts  of  enormity  towards  the  people,  if 
ever  there  should  be  such  a  thing  as  a  re- 
formed House  g£  Commons.  [A  laugh.] 
Gentlemen  might  smile,  but  many  extra- 
ordinarr  thioffs  had  recently  happened-** 
some  of  which  were  not  half  so  likely  as 
the  event  to  which  he  had  alluded.  "Let 
that  matter,  however,  be  as  it  might,  of 
one  thing  at  least  he  was  sure— that, 
either  here  or  hereafter,  Heaven  would 
punish  them  for  their  oppressive  conduct. 
The  whole  case  of  his  gallant  friend  wa* 
now  before  the  public,  and,  bein^  so  be- 
fore i|,  he  would  leave  the  decision  on  it 
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to  the  cddtltry.  If  th^  Housd  refUied  tb 
Afford  protisctroh  tb  iti  ihdividutf  iind^ 
feiuch  arcumstanfa^  ^9  these,  St  ir^  high 
iittit  for  th^  CDtihtrv  to  open  its  eyei  to 
its  situatiot).  Mothfn^  could  prove  more 
d^&Hy  the  hetossity  of  pairHto^ettt^ry  re^ 
ifbrtn  tnan  such  li  refbsal. 

Mr.  2\ois$  said,  that  the  hoii.  hiembeh 
6ppo8ite  seeined  tb  be  sAl  Agreed,  that  th6 
tase  wa^  bn^  which  ought  dther  to  hate 
Wt)  sent  to  il  court  martial,  or  subnlitted 
to  that  Hoiue.  It  lAras  on  this  prbpbsf- 
libn  thkt  he  d^sirfed  to  sat  a  few  iVbi-ds, 
With  a  Ti^w  to  fehow  in  what  #av  sueb  k 
suggestion,  bothing  firoib  his  side  bf  th6 
Ubds)^,  Would  hate  beeh  met  bj  the  same 
hon.  ttiemb^rfei  With  whom  it  oHginated. 
If  hid  liiaj^ty's  minist6^s,  instead  of  meet- 
ing the  case  tn^ftillv  as  th<>y  had  done, 
by  the  ax^rcise  bf  thatpoweir  which  they 
bosb^iisecl,  had  brought  forward  a  proposal 
thlit  Suth  a  matter  £buld  be  i'eferred  to  i 
eotlrt  martial,  it  i^biild  haVe  been  sfud, 
tod  with  truth,  that  they  were  afraid  to 
MVise  thb  eterci66  of  the  prerogative. 
ft  Would  h^e  6een  sttid,  that  they  Wished 
tb  take  Kn  indirect  mentis  of  Accomplish- 
idg  theif  object  without  suffering  the 
odiutti  bf  it ;  dnd  Aat  for  this  purpos^ 
Ihey  selectM  a  body  $o  cbnstituted  as  to 
be  ubder  dbtnplete  subjeetlbn  tb  thbiif  wilt 
-^thUs  substitutihg  for  a  rebponubfe  an 
fiYesponsible  power.  His  majbftty's  mi- 
tiisters,  however,  not  having  done  this, 
Ihe  tbibg  Was  now  seen  in  li  different 
light;  and  the  aet  ^a^  ii^afgned  as  un^ 
eobstitutiohal,  ihd  td  depdvine  thb  indi- 
tidUal  of  the  security  of  marttfU  law.  tie 
Aid  not  mean  to  iaty  that  military  officers 
lUight  not  be  cbrUp^ent  tb  nfieet  a  ques- 
tion of  thii  Uatuve;  but,  a^  the  same  time, 
it  certain^y  was  6ne  upon  which  it  was 
almost  impossfible  for'  Military  b^cers,  in 
the  employmeUt  of  thb  C^oWri,  to  be  fireb 
&btt[  biai.  It  w^  pfein  that  dierb  mutft 
Jb^  Ebahy  6h\iciXom  tb  entruAting  the  im- 
^oHiintdowbf  bf  Aijtbts^ng  bmcei^  froUi 
tte  service  tb  a  tdbubal,  Whfch,  Chough 
n6t  free  f^m  tnlnistetial  intfuebce,  was 
firee  frbin  iU  ri^ponSibility.  A  minister, 
KdweVerVfiAdght  be  responsible,  though  not 
tfCdbUhliabfe.  Ih  cKses'  bf  mobey,  the  liai- 
hi^^r  wa)t  bbth  relpobiible  for  its  use,  as 
Welt  otf  abCouhtabfe*  f6)['  lU  duplication; 
but  he  was  not  acbbutitable  for  the  ad- 
ihinistratiott  bf  a' pk^trogatiVbl 

Sir  P.  $urdeU  dadd,  that  the  Abble  niarw 
i^ts  would  not,  by  noting  the  papers 
moved  fbr,  give  the  HoUto  ^U  opportunity 
bf  ^ibgf  ihto  an  in^idry  intb  th&  a^traor- 


\ifblffy',  thfb  unconstitutional,  he  must  say^ 
this  aboinhiable  transaction.  He  there- 
fbre  fblt  it  his  duty  to  expose  Uie  very 
exlthiordhiary  doctrines  which  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  and  the  noble  marquis  had 
held.  The  House  would  do  well  to  keep 
in  mind  the  bearing  which  this  question 
had  upob  the  constitution ;  and  that  the 
dtoctrines  of  the  noble  lord  and  die  noble 
marquis  were  most  hostile  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  that  constitution.  The  noble 
marquis  did  well  to  desist  from  entering 
hito  any  statement  of  particulars  on  tht^ 
i)uestion :  for  those  particulars  were  what 
he  did  not  dare  to  meet.  But^  leaiing 
the  particular  ca4e  entirely  out  of  view, 
he  thought  the  general  doctrine  such  ak 
the  House  and  the  country  ought  not  to 
tolerate.  The  noble  marqUis  had  de- 
claredy  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
was  quite  Unbontrdlable ;  knd  had  called 
upon  the  Hondo  to  believe  this,  without 
having  gone  into  any  arg^ent  or  state- 
meUt  Whatever  upon  which  it  could  be 
substantiated.  As  fieur,  however,  as  the 
noble  niarqUis  had  j^ne,  there  could  be 
Ultle  doubt  that  those  majorities,  which 
i^ere  well  understood  to  vote  according 
tb  the  dictum  of  the  noble  darquib  upoU 
btbbir  bccadibns,  would  vote  for  bis  pre^ 
^t  assertion,  althttugh  be  hiA  not  onhr 
not  proved  ft,  but  tacitly  admitted  that  it 
could  not  be  proVed.  The  case  was  one 
bf  the  most  fla^ant  nature.  He  would 
lUk  the  House  whether,  if  the  gbverihnent 
had  an  irfespotosfble  power  over  the 
artttjr,  that  power  shotild  not  have  been 
oamcuIaHsed  ?  A  standing  army,  xtaieA 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  country 
froiU  bnemles  abroad,  #aS  hostile  at  au 
thnes  to  the  constituthm ;  ^nd  a  stanid!> 
ing  armjf  kept  u{/  in  a  time  bf  profourfd 
peace  wiis  dot  more  wasteful  of  tue  nublib 
wealth  thah  it  itaS  dangerous  to  liberty. 
But,  even  this  wisis  nothing  compared 
with  ihe  mtmstrbUs  doctrines  which  the 
noble  mUr^uiS  called  upbnr  his  in^dtiij 
to  believb.  What!  Were  Biritrsh' sotdi^ 
i^ose  valour  had  defended  the  country, 
t6  be  shut  out  from  the  constitution  ? 
He  wbuld^  say,  that  if  this  degraciatiou  of 
the  arm^  were  to  be  permftted,  th^ 
avowed  puipbs^w^;th^  me  whole  army, 
beitig  debased  and  busfaved  itself,  niighk 
be  turned  io  thb' enslaving  of  the  coun- 
try. Mahy  officers  oi^  the  i^rmy  mfght 
be  in  that  House;  ind  there  were 20^000 
hiUf-pay  officers,  dll  of  whom  bad,  in  ef- 
fect, retuy'ned  to  the  situation  of  citiisens^ 
now,  if  uUmsters  could,  at  their  pleasure; 
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deprive  fbem   of  that  rank   and   those 
cMoluments,  which  they  had  purchased 
in  war,  they  could  not  hold  any  one  in* 
dependant  polilica)  opinion ;   they  could 
nott  i^  ui  that  House,  give  one  free  and 
unfettered  vote.    If,  then»  the  doctrine 
of  the  noble  marquis  was  to  be  received 
at  tnio»  every  military  officer  should  be 
turned  out  c^  that  House ;  because  they 
could  serve  up  other  purpose  in  it  than 
that  of  enabling  the  noble  marouis  to  en- 
rittttt  tbe  country.    The  noble  marquis 
nilglit  think  this  question  unfit  for  discus 
Bfotti  md  had  attempted  to  treat  #ith 
levitjr,  tk  tAM^  which  no  man  out  of  that 
majority  upoii  whioh  the  noble  marquis 
dependledf    could    contemplate   without 
horror.    It  was  006  iil  vdiich  the  soldiers 
stood  accused  of  shedding  blood.    They 
bad  beeti  let  loose  upon  the  people,  with- 
out tbe  contrni  of  any  magistrate ;  and, 
so  let  loose,  they  had  committed  itiurder* 
If  oSe^irs  were  thus  to  be  degraded-— 
if  they  #ere  to  be  cut  off  from  the  con- 
aUtution^-^and  if  those  feelings  of  liberty, 
#kieb  should  be  common  to  every  roan 
in  the  country,  #ere  to  be  destroyed  in 
their  breasts,   he  would  sihr  again,    that 
that  House  ought  to  be  cleared  of  offi« 
ders.    Yes,  If  they  were  to  be  so  de- 
graded, and  deprived  ef  the  very  feelings 
of  liberty,  then  they  were  the  slaves  of 
de^otiim,  tmworthy  of  being  even  the 
doinlnal  representatives  of  a  me  people ; 
and)  as  such^  they  ought  fd  be  expelled 
tbe   House.     The   noble    marquis   had 
quoted  the  authority  of  Mr.  Erskine,  to 
sootr  that  officers  of  the  army  have  nb 
flSeans  of  redress  at  common  law;  but, 
tlwt  instead  of  being  any  reason  why  they 
should  be  denied   protection   from   the 
House,  was  the  fery  best  reason  why  that 
proleeriott  should  be  affiirded  them.    If 
she  eotmnon  kw  dUd  not  afford  them  the 
iSMIe  redreM  that  it  afforded  to  other 
itten^  Was  thst  n  gtound  upon  which  i^ey 
ttrfflfhl  be  insnfted  at  the  caprice  of  any 
irifali^er  }    No.    The  House  was  bound 
Id  see  that  they  were  treated  with  jus- 
liee.    Whoteterthe  noble  lord  and  the 
Ao^le  roarqois  nskht  say  about  irresponsi- 
ble prerogative,  uid  Crown  had  no  power 
but'  what  le  d^v^  fronr  lin  act  of  parliau 
ilteiit;  and  if  Ihet^  existed  no  act  to  fito- 
tobt  the  ioldiers  Aroto  this  irresj^nsible^ 
p6#et,  Iben  the  parliament  should  lose 
ntr  tf ttie  in  passirtg  sudi  aA  act.    In  so 
ftr  as  regarded  the  honour  and  character 
of  hto  pSHmxA  friend,  no  partiamental^ 
pat^^Amm  was  necessary ;  for  no  itean 
VOL.  VI. 


could  dare  io  say,  that  that  gallant  soldier 
hAd  done  wrong.    In  the  eyes  of  every 
unprejudiced  man,  he  stood  clear ;  andiio 
one  would  dare  to  affix  the  smallest  stain 
to  it.    He  stood  high  in  the  face  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  he  could  appeal  with  confidence 
to  the  public.    Still  the  House  had   a 
duty  to  perform  towards  him,  and  towards 
the  public.    It  had  to  take  care  that  no 
dreaded  dismlsfial  should  influence  any 
(Hhet  gallant  soldier,  although  it  was  to 
be  hoped  that  British  officers  would  id- 
i^^ays  do  thdr  duty  to  their  countir,  as 
his  gallant  friend  had  don^,  without  being 
influenced  by    the   dread   of  dismissal. 
So  far  from  the  act  for  which  apparently 
his  gallant  friend  had  been  atsmissea, 
being  any  degradation,  it  did  him  the 
highest  honour.    For  that  conduct  the 
country  o^ed  him  gratitud<6;  and  it  was 
such  as  ought  to  have  won  him  the  ap« 
plaose  of  5ic  sovereign.     Not  only  was 
he  entitled  to  the  civic  crown  for  having 
saved  the  Iftes  of  the  citizens,  but  he  had 
rendered  the  most  important  services  to 
government.    If  the  people,  wounded  in 
their  feelings  and  iil-treated  as  they  had 
been  by  tbe  army,  had  been  driven  to 
despair,   and  had  resisted  the  military, 
mere   physical  force  misht  have  over* 
powered  the  handful  of  soldiers  tliat  were 
there*    What,  then,  would  have  been  the 
train  of  oetragei,  of  mischiefs,  and  of 
'  miseries  that  ^ouM  have  ensued ;  and 
I  what  the  disordlers  to  which  the  country 
I  would  have  beekt  exposed  I  To  every  man 
j  having  the  least  spark  of  feeling  for  that 
I  country  they  would  have  been  dreadful 
even  in  the  conteniplatioo.     If,  on  tbe 
other  hand,  the  military  had  kept  their 
ground  and  gone  on  firing,  would  not  that 
have   been  a  renewal  en  that  mastacre' 
which  had  before  disgraced  the  noble  mar- 
quis and  his  colleagues  ?    The  House  had 
to  cfoosider  that  lives  had  been  lost,  and 
they  would  know  how  to  feel  on  such  u 
subject.    They  would  bear  in  mind  tod 
that  on  the  dliy  #i^eA  these  transactions 
took  place  the  gallant  officer  made  bo 
exertion  and  had  no  view  but  to  prevent* 
massacre.    It  had  been  said,  on  the  other 
lAde  of  the  House,  that  the  pliant  officer 
bad  brought  no  proof  of  his  statement ; 
but  be  would  tell  the  noble  Ibrd  that  his 
gallant  friend  had  no  need  of  descenfing 
to  individual  testimony.    The  people  were 
h^wltoessei.    **In  re  non  dubia  utitur 
testibus  itou  necessariis."    In  such  e  case, 
hiti  gallant  friend  wanted  not  witnesses^ 
The  question^  hotrcvei^,  was  of  great  f" 
i     Z 
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portance  as  a  public  question,  and  one 
that  involved  deeply  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple. For  it  would  be  a  most  outrageous 
invasion  of  those  rights,  if  those  men — if 
that  army,  which  had  defended  the  coun- 
try from  foes  abroad,  should  be  employed 
for  the  destruction  of  liberty  at  home— the 
use  to  which  the  noble  marquis  8,eemed 
anxious  to  degrade  them.  To  prevent 
this— to  rescue  men  who  had  braved 
i  danger  for  their  country,  and  who  were 
maintained  at  its  expense  for  other  pur- 
poses— from  this  degradation,  something 
ought  to  be  done»  It  might  be  true,  as 
had  been  admitted  by  an  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  that  nothing  could  be  effected 
in  that  House,  unless  the  noble  marquis 
chose  to  recommend  it  to  his  majority ; 
and,  though  this  could  not  altogether  be 
expected,  yet  it  would  be  ri^ht  to  show 
the  country,  that  an  opportunity  had  been 
offered  for  this  purpose.  Perhaps  the 
matter  might  with  more  propriety  have 
been  taken  up  by  his  hon.  friend  near  him, 
because  that  gentleman  had  been  an  eye 
witness  of  the  proceedings  to  which  the 
question  alluded.  If,  however,  nobody 
else  should  take  it  up,  be  would  himself, 
when  the  Mutiny  bill  came  under  their 
notice,  propose  the  addition  of  a  clause, 
%vhich  should  rescue  British  officers  from 
the  degrading  situation  in  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  unconstitutional  and  abomina- 
ble doctrine  attempted  to  be  held,  they 
were  at  present  placed.  The  noble  lord 
had  made  a  great  parade  about  the  disci- 
pline  of  the  army,  as  if  that  discipline 
could  not  be  maintained  without  destroy  ins 
the  choracter  of  the  army.  But  he  would 
tell  the  noble  lord,  that  were  this  to  be 
the  law,  it  would  at  once  destroy  all  dis- 
ciph'ne.  Our  armies  when  abroad  have 
always  done  their  duty  manfully ;  and  this 
has  been  in  a  gi^at  measure  owing  to  the 
feeling  that  they  had  a  right  to  all  the  pri* 
vil^es  of  British  subjects.  If  once  they 
were  given  up  to  this  irresponsible  prero* 
gative,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  degraded. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  to  explam 
away  the  unconstitutional  nature  of  this 
extraordinary  prerogative  of  ministers. 
If  he  unilerstood  rightly  what  was  said  in 
this  way,  they  were  accountable  in  some 
cases  without  being  responsible,  and  re- 
sponsible in  other  cases  without  beins  ac- 
countable. To  all  useful  purposes,  how- 
ever, the  distinctions  were  quite  nugatory. 
The  greatest  despots  on  the  continent 
had  not  their  armies  in  this  debased  and 
dt^graded  shuatieo ;  and  yetj  in  other  re* 


spects  our  soldiers-  were  difierept  fixMH 
theirs.  Our  soldiers  went  to  the  army 
with  all  those  ieelings  which  characterize 
the  inhabitants  of  a  free  country,  and  in 
the  hope  that  they  might  again  be  restored 
to  it ;  and  there  was  not  a  doubt  that  to 
those  feelings  and  that  hope  they  were  in*, 
debted  for  that  superior  valour  which,  on 
all  hands,  they  were  allowed  to  possess. 
It  was  in  vain  to  talk  of  discipline  as 
being  necessary  to  place  the  soldier,  be* 
yond  the  power  of  the  constitution  to  pro- 
tect him,  and  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of 
an  irresponsible  prerogative,  to  be  pu- 
nished without  guilt  and' without  triaL 
The  most  despotic  government  in  the 
world  could  not  do  this.  The  king  of 
Prussia  could  not  dismiss  an  officer  with- 
out the  sentence  of  a  court-martial ;  nay, 
a  proceeding  so  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
durst  not  have  been  attempted  by  Buona- 
parte, in  tlie  acm4  of  his  power,  And» 
shall  that  be  done  in  Uiis  free  country 
which  could  not  be  done  under  the  noost 
confirmed  despotisms  ?  He,  thereforet 
again  expressed  a  hope,  that  the  subject 
would  be  introduced,  when  the  House 
came  to  the  annual  passing  of  the  Mutiny 
bill.  The  noble  marquis  and  his  coadju-. 
tors  might  oppose  it,  on  the  pretence  that 
it  was  an  innovation ;  but  be  would  tell 
the  noble  marquis,  that  the  whole  of  bis 
political  career  had  been  one  series  of  in- 
novations— innovations,  inroads,  he  would 
call  them,  upon  the  constituti^on.  He  had 
begun  that  career  by  destroying  the  liber- 
ties of  his  own  country :  and,  having  ac- 
complished that,  he  had  come  to  this 
country  to  play  the  same  abominable 
game ;  and  in  so  far  he  had  succeeded* 
Those  infamous  acts  which  he  called  taws, 
though  they  were  subversive  of  all  law, 
had  done  this  to  an  intolerable  extent* 
Than,  \ihen  the  system  of  mii-government 
pursued  by  him  and  his  colleagues  had 
driven  a  part  of  the  potation  of  Ireland 
to  desperation,  that  mu-govemment  waa 
aggravated  by  the  passing  of  the  Insurrec^ 
tion  act,  or  rather,  as  he  should  term  it» 
the  Curfew  act,  bv  which  every  man, 
however,  honest  and  loyal  might  be  hia 
intentions,  and  however  urgent  his  neces- 
sity, waa  liable  to  be  thrown  into  a  dun-' 
geon,  if  foimd  merely  on  the  outside  of 
fib  own  door  after  a  certain  hour.  -  Be-i 
sides,  there  was  that  of  which  an  EngUsb- 
man  could  never  think  without  horror— « 
that  whicli  at  once  destroved  the  whole 
safety  which  was  afforded  by  the  consti- 
tution—the Suspension    of  the  Habeaa 
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Corpus;  so  that  n<)w^here  wag,  in  feet, 
no  regulation,  for  all  that  had  been  done 
was  <M8(ructiTe  of  the  law,  and  of  ever^ 
thing  constitutional.  The  noble  marquis 
had  Midy  that  this  Insurrection  act  was 
milder  than  the  proclamation  of  martial 
hw*  But  the  proclamation  of  martial  law 
had  never  been  hinted  at  by  those  who 
had  resisted 'the  passing  of  this  harsh,  and 
unconstitutional  measure*  1 1  was  military 
regulation,  and  not  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  that  had  been  recommended. 
The  state  of  Ireland  certainly  did  require 
both  wisdom  and  vigilance. '  The  edicts 
of  the  aystem  of  mts-guvemmcnt  with 
which  she  had  been  cursed,  were  such, 
that  every  msn^s  hand  was,  as  it  were, 
turned  against  the  throat  of  another ;  and 
necessity,  like  an  unarmed  man,  called 
loudly. for  some  means  of  preventing  the 
mischief.  Now,  what  prevented  them 
from  merely  passing  some  military  regula- 
tions, whicn  should  have  left  all  oppres- 
sions perpetrated  under  them  punishable 
at  common  law  ?  For  it  was  nonsense  to 
suppose  that' the  harsh  measures  which 
the  minority  of  that  House  had  recently 
passed,  would  do  any  thing  but  exasperate 
the  people.  If  ever  there  was  a  time 
when  large  discretionary  powers  could 
have  been  trusted  to  a  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  that  time  was  the  present ;  for  he 
knew,  that  the  noble  marquis  ( Wellesley) 
had  right  feelings  towards  the  sufferings 
of  mankind  generally,  and  towards  some 
of  the  wrongs  of  Ireland  in  particular. 
He  had  found  a  clear  proof  of  this  in  the 
sentiments  towards  the  noble  marquis  ex- 
pressed by  the  tenants  of  an  estate  which 
had  once  been  his ;  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  conduct  of  the  marquis  Wellesley 
would  endear  him  to  the  warm  hearted 
populaUon  of  Ireland ;  for  that  nobleman 
nad  more  libertd  and  extended  views  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  than  any  man  who  had 
occupied  the  same  situation  in  it.  With 
regard  to  the  question  then  before  the 
House»  if  tliey  valued  th^  portion  of  cha- 
racter which  was  still  left  to  them— if  tliey 
had  any  desire  to  act  consistently  with 
the  principle  of  their  ancestors— if  they 
did  not  wwh  to  make  the  House  of  Com- 
mons a  mere  court  for  registering  the  ar- 
bitrary decrees  of  a  despotic  ministry,  and 
the  mere  machine  for  extracting  money 
from  the  pockets  of  an  impoverished  peo- 
ple, they  would  inquire  into  this  case 
which  liad  every  appearance  of  harshness 
and  injustice  about  it. 
Sir  Robfiri  JViUon  said,  he  should  not 


abuse  the  indulgence  of  the  House  by  any 
lengthened  reply,  which,  indeed,  was 
rendered  the  more  unnecessary  by  the 
kind  and  affectionate  support  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Iris  friends.  He  would  not 
notice  the  speech  of  the  noble  secretary 
at  war,  for  he  felt  satisfied,  that  the  tone 
and  the  arguments  were  quite  at  variance 
with  his  private  feelings.  The  noble  mar« 
qois  opposite  had  accused  him  of  not  hav« 
ing  done  any  thing  to  quiet  the  people.  It 
was  true  he  had  omitted  in  his  statement 
to  notice  that  fact ;  but  if  the  noble  marw 
quis  had  been  in  the  House  when  his  hon« 
friend,  the  member  for  Aberdeen,  ifas 
speaking,  he  would  have  heard  that  mem- 
ber certify,  upon  statements  made  to  him, 
which  were,  that  he  (sir  Robert  Wilson), 
had  rebuked  the  offensive  expressions  and 
endeavoured  to  check  all  violence  on  the 
part  of  the  populace.  He  had  also  been 
accused  of  wearing  a  star.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  such  a  charge  coming  from  the 
noble  marquis,  who  must  know  the  usages, 
it  might  be  said,  the  duties  of  a  decorous 
etiquette.  But  what  was  the  fact?  He 
had  on  several  occasions  during  the  life  of 
the  Queen,  when  in  attendance  on  her 
majesty,  worn  the  same  star,  and  it  being 
a  Prussian  star,  worn  also  formerly  by  her 
father  end  brother,  her  majesty  had  ex- 

fressed  herself  pleased  by  the  attention, 
t  was,  therefore,  more  becoming  on  his 
part  to  wear  it,  when  his  object  was  to 
pay  respect  to  the  memory  ofthedeceased^ 
and  when  the  memorial  associated  with 
former  recollections.  On  tlie  same  prin- 
ciple of  respect,  he  had  only  a  week  be- 
fore he  left  Paris,  attended  the  funeral  of 
prince  Gallitzin  and  were  his  Russian  de- 
corations, in  common,  with  every  one 
present,  who  had  the  power  to  pay  the 
same  compliment.  He  would  reduce  to  - 
two  heads  the  offences  committed  on  the 
day  of  the  funeral,  for  which  he  must  now 
presume  he  had  been  made  to  suffer  so 
severely :— 1st.  That  he  had  assisted  the 
multitude  to  extricate  a  baggage-waggon 
from  a  barricade;  the  obstruction  of 
which  was  the  subject  of  regret  to  the 
commanding-officer  of  the  military  escort. 
2dl^.  He  had,  by  a  rebuke  to  several' 
soldiers,  terminated  acts  of  violence, 
which  had  never  been  sanctioned  by  the 
military  or  civil  authorities,  and  which, 
at  the  time  he  addressed  the  soldiers, 
could  be  considered  but  as  acts  ofcqn- 
tiued,  and  no  longer  fif  ever  they  had 
been)  legally  justifiable  irritation*  He 
add^di  that  whatever  might  be  the  divi- 
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Bioa  of  the  Houie,  be  should  consider 
tho«o  who  htA  inflicted  the  piuiisbiDeQt» 
without  niakiog  hico  acquaiot|!d  efen  with 
a  eharge^^-end  who  shpuld  still  deny  him 
all  means  of  redren-*->as  lawless  and  vukr 
dictive  oppresEors. 

Mr.  Brmtgham  said*  be  could  give  the 
most  ample  confirmatien  to  that  part  of 
the  gallant  officer's  statement  which  fell 
ui^der  his  observation.  There  were  no 
preparations  for  any  obstruetioa  whe9  be 
passed  the  churcli  at  Kensiagtoaui  the 
momiogy  where  be  believed  the  first  ob- 
iftruction  to  the  procession  took  place* 

Or.  Lushingion  merely  rose  to  coofinOt 
so  far  as  his  knowledge  went,  the  state- 
ment of  his  gallant  friend.  What  be  could 
say  was>  that,  after  his  p#B  coach  had 
passed  throoffb  Comberlaod-gate,  he  far 
the  Qrst  time  heard  the  firing.  It  natorally 
attracted  his  attention,  though  he  bad  no 
idea  that  it  was  firing  with  bsU.  Where 
be  was  attliat  momeott  there  were  cer- 
tainlv  no  stones  thrown  s  he  would  not 
aay  that  none  were  thrown,  but  be  certainly 
did  noi  see  any.  Sir  Robert  Wilson  rede 
ait  that  time  up  to  his  cescb,  and  said 
that  ha  believed  the  military  were  firhig ; 
and  that  he  should  go  up  and  prevent  the 
consequences.  He  (Dr.  X*.)  remarked, 
that  such  an  interference  would  expose 
htm  to  danger,  and  that  be  had  better  not. 
He,  however,  persevered  in  saying  that 
he  would  go.  He  soon  aller  returned  and 
stated,  that  be  had  found  the  miUrary  in 
disorder,  believed  that  he  had  prevented 
further  firing,  and  hoped  that  no  orare 
bloodshed  would  take  place. 

Mr.  EUice  assured  the  House  that  he 
had  traveUed  from  Paris  in  company  with 
the  gallant  general^  and  that  he  had  not 
quilted  his  company  until  four  or  five 
o'clock  on  the  evening  previous  to  the 
day  of  the  Queen's  funeral ;  so  that  il 
was  iospossible  that  what  was  stated  to 
have  tsikea  place  at  tlie  public  bouse  at 
Haomiersmith  could  be  true.  He  could 
further  stete,  that  the  gallant  general  bad, 
before  returning  to  Paris,  consulted  him, 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  with  re- 
spect to  the  riunours  which  appeared  in 
the  public  papers,  and  observed  that  be 
should  wish  to  contradict  them,  were  it 
not  that  be  feared  bis  doing  so  would 
be  the  cause  of  his  being  called  as  a  wit- 
ness before  the  coroner's  jury,  to  which 
be  had  a  decided  objection,  as  he  did  not 
wish  to  prejudice  the  question  either 
way. 

velooel  Cavendish  felt  it  necessary  to 
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say  a  few  words  upon  what  had  ftHen  iWmi 
the  member  for  Durham.  That  bon.  mem- 
ber had  called  the  regiment  with  which  be 
was  connected  **  murderers,''  upon  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury,  whq  bad  de«> 
cided  upon  perjured  evidence.  Having 
said  thus  much,  he  felt  it  necessary,  from 
the  delicacy  of  his  situation,  to  lesve  the 
question  to  the  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lamblon  said,  bis  statement  was, 
that  murder  bad  been  committed  on  that 
day ;  and  he  had  used  the  expression  on 
the  authority  of  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's 
inouest.  It  was  a  feet  that  two  men  were 
killed  on  that  day,  and  unless  gentlemen 
could  say  that  the  multitude  had  fired 
upon  each  other,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  they  could  be  shot  but  through  the 
iostrumeetality  of  the  military.  With 
this  explanation,  he  begged  to  stand  on 
his  original  expression. 

Lord  UxbridM  said,  that  the  bon.  een.- 
tleroan  liad  spoken  on  the  authority  or  an 
inquest,  the  evidence  adduced  atwhich- 
ought  not  to  be  believed.  As  a  proof  of 
it,  he  would  only  say  that  ^utte  were  a 
number  of  men  ready  to  go  up  in  a  body 
before  the  coroner,  and  swear  that  hie 
(lord  Uxbridge)  was  the  man  who  shot 
one  of  the  persons  who  fell,  when  it  waa 
notorious  that  he  was  mora  than  SOO 
miles  from  the  spot  at  the  time. 

The  House  divided :  Ayea  97.  Noes. 
199. 

List  (if  the  Minority* 
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AonwvLrvRAL  DiarEsia.]  I40rdl 
NugefU  said,  he  had  a  pelkioo  lo  present, 
to  which  he  begged  laa^  partieularly  to 
call  the  altentioii  of  the  HouaOb  It  was 
aigned  by  490  owiiera  and  ooeupien  of 
land,  io  the  vale  of  Aylesbury,  at  a 
meeting  convened  by  farroeraalone^  and 
by  whom  all  the  resolutions  were  dranra 
up,  to  only  two  of  which  any  opposition 
was  manifested ;  and  what  were  tnese  two 
resoluttoos  ?  Why  those  which  called  for 
a  reduction  of  taxes  and  for  the  establish* 
meat  of  a  more  eoual  representation  of 
the  people  in  that  Hotise.  This  oppose* 
lion  was,  however,  made  only  by  three 
persons.  Indeed,  reduction  of  taxes  and 
parliamentary  leferm  formed  atpresent 
the  general  erf  of  the  country.  The  pub- 
lic bad  heard  much  about  the  boasted 
^  indemnity  for  the  past  aftd  security  for 
the  future;"  but,  in  fihat  instanca 
bad  indemnity  been  obtained  ?  What, 
indeed,  but  a  series  of  ioasos  and  caln* 
mitiea;  nad  what  was  lo  be  contem- 
plated  for  the  future  but  ^oom  and  das* 
pair?  Such  was  the  reduced  condition 
of  the  country  under  tfie  opecatieft  of  m 
system,  the  principal  anthors  and  advo^ 
cates  of  which  at  present  wiekled  the 
powers  of  the  government  1  Of  this  state 
of  thin^  his  eonatiments  very  naturalij 
complained.  They  appcebended,  justly, 
that  such  &  crisis  could  not  possibly  con* 
Uuie.  Perhaps  hstbe  oouise  of  tfaal  night 


thefoestjon  would  be  decided^  whelber 
that  crisis  diould  still  go  on,  with  all  its 
gigantic  and  accomulatinc^  evib,  or  wb^. 
OMT  there  was  any  probability  of  iu  tcv» 
mination?  His  constituents  had,  as  be- 
came them,  expressed  their  objection  to 
any  plan  of  protectfang  duties  t  because 
the  adoption  is£  such  a  plan,  with  idl  tta 
other  inconvenienoes,  would  serve  to  op-, 
presa  the  other  classes  of  their  felbw-ooun- 
trymen,  who  were  akready  Bn£bring  quite 
enough  of  oppression.  As  to  the  resump- 
tion of  casn  payments,  his  constitueBSa 
appnrrcd  of  that  meaanre ;  but  yet  they 
would  have  it  acoompanied  with  other  ar- 
rangements which  they  felt  to  be  neces-: 
sarv  to  avert  the  inconveniences  which  the 
sudden  adoption  of  that  desirable  meBSoie 
had  served  to  create.  Among  the  other  - 
amusements  to  which  he  referred,  his. 
constituents  desired  the  abolitiatt  of  im-  ^ 
nccessarjr  sinecurea  and  unmerited  pen- 
sioos,  with  a  reduction  of  the  expenae 
which  some  pronounced  necessary  to 
maintam  what  they  called  thahenoiir  or 
qrieodour  of  the  Court;  but  which,  h^> 
stead  of  coniiBrring  aigr  bonour»  was  radMr 
productive  of  dishonour  and  degnsdatiem 
to  the  Conrt,  levied  as  that  expoiae  was 
upon  a  people  reduced  to  sach  an  extra-  • 
aity  ofdistreas.  TUa  petition  uMeedad 
from  a  body  of  men,  who,  while  Miey  called 
for  reform,  Imd  notbin^  whatever  of  those 
wild  or  visionary  theones  about  then,  the 
adoption  of  which  would  tend  to  the  over- 
threw of  the  eonstittttion.  Their  object « 
wa%  to  procure  the  estabtfahmeot  en  a 
more  equal  representation  of  the  people  in 
that  House;  attribotiog,  aa  they  did 
most  jnrtly,  ibe  greater  past  of  the  evils 
whkh  the  country  nov  suStred  to  the 
want  of  each  a  mtem  of  representatioiu 

Sir  Inmt  Cqffiu  satd,  that  aa  ae  nncb 
strasa  had  been  laid  on  tbe  necessity  of  a 
rebrM  to  parliament^  he  would  give  hia 
opinko  on  the  adbiect.  **  I  think,'*  said 
the  hon.  and  pallant  member,  <<  that  the . 
best  qnalificataon  consists  In  the  possession 
of  talenU  and  praperty.  Now  the  sooner 
the  House  ia  weeded  of  those  who,  liko 
myself,  have  neither  one  nor  the  other» 
the  better,"  [a  laugh]. 

Mr.  GeecA  preeented  a  petitioD  from  the 
oecopiefs  of  hind  in  SoflBilk,  of  whom  bo 
was  ghkl  to  mYf  that  thej  did  not  aoix  op 
their  casn  with  politioB.  They  had  too 
mnrii  aenao  to  assist  hi  raising  any  crjr  fbr 
reform,  wbich,  if  it  aiere  carried  to*monow 
wmld  not  put  a  shilling  m  the  podboU  of 
the  agriculturists* 
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Mr.  Btnwt  begpfed  the' last  spwdcer 
to  conndcr,  that  if  reform  weuld  not 
iaunadiatdy  operate  to  put  a  shilling  in 
the  pocket  of  the  agricolturist,  it  would 
8ttve  him  from  having  a  shilling  taken  out 
of  It. 

Sir  F.  BurtUtt  said)  he  rose  to  present 
a  petkien,  which  had  been  unanimously 
agiieed  to  Mt  one  ofr  the  most  numerous 
and  resjpectable  meetings  of  the  electors  of 
Westmuister  he  had  ever  witnessed.  He 
had  great  satisfaction  in  presentin^^  it»  be- 
oause  he  coacorred  in  ail  its  sentiments^' 
with a.ver^tri6ing  exception ;  and  because 
it  stated,  in  a  Terv  dear  and  able  manner, 
the  real  cause  of  the  grievances  under 
which  the  country  laboured.  -  It  did  not 
merely  complain  of.  the  pressure  of  taxa- 
tion,  but  it  complained  of  those  gross  vio* 
lations  of  law,  and  of  those  monstrous  in- 
fringementa  of  the  coostitution,  which  the 
country  had  of  late  years  witnessed.  The 
part  of  the,  petition  in  which  he  did  not 
eotirelpr  concur,  was  a  clause  at  the  end  oif 
it,  which  ascribed  the  distresses  of  the 
agricaltural  interest  to  the  operation  of 
wiiat  was  commonly  called  Mr.  Peel's  bill. - 
He  did  not  mean  to  enter  at  present  into 
the  discussion  of  this  subject,  but  he  wish-' 
ed  to  state  shortly,  the  reason  why  he 
could  not  concur  in  that  opinion.  He  had 
examtned  all  the  papers  kid  before  the 
House,  from  the  year  1800  up  to  the  year 
1821, and  hethere  saw  that  the  price  of  agri- 
caltural produce  by  no  means  bore  such  a 
relati?e  proportion  to  the  price  of  bullion, 
as  to  make  it  possible  for  him  to  conclude 
that  one  was  the  cause,  and  the  other  tbe 
efect.  On  the  contrary,  he  obsenred  this 
ver^  remarkable  fact,  thst  the  period  at 
whieh  the  depreciation  of  tbe  currency 
was  so  slight,  as  scarcely  to  a&ct  the 
large  concerns  of  a  great  country— not  for 
instance  more  than  7  or  8  per  ceot*->was 
the.time  at  whidi  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce  was. highest;  and  again,  that  at 
the  time.of  the  greatest  depreciation  of  the 
corfenoy,  the  value  of  agricultural  produce 
was  extremely  low.  lo  point  of  fact,  it 
did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  imme- 
diate or  necessary  connexion  between  the 
two  circumstances  of  the  depreciation  of 
the  currencnr,  and  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce. .  It  appeared  to  him,  thst  to  at- 
tribmeany  effeoU  to  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  ex- 
cept such  as  might  hereafter  be  extremely 
beneficial  to  the  country,  was  the  greatest 
of  all  possible  mistakes.  It  appeared, 
horn  the. documents  on  the  table,  that  for 
nearly  three  years  previous  to  Mr.  Peel's  • 
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bill,  paper  was  at  a  par  with  gold.  .  AIL 
that  that  bill-  had  done,  therefore,  was,  to 
prevent  us  from  again  returning  to  a  de- 
preciated currency;  and  he  did  not  see 
now  it  was  possible  that  any  but  the  most 
beneficial  effects  could  result  from  that 
measure. 

Mr.  HQbhouse$9idf  he  had  been  desired, 
by  his  constituents,  to  support  the  prayer 
of  this  petition.  In  so  doing  he  begged 
to  state,  that  in  unison  with  bis  hon.  col- 
league, he  concurred  entirely  in  all  the 
sentiments  of  tbe  petitioners.  He  believed 
there  had  never  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
that  House,  a  petition  more  replete  with 
wholesome  truths  than  that  which  had  just 
been  presented.  The  petitioners  first  sta- 
ted, that  the  prayers  of  the  people  had 
been  constantly  disregarded.  This  was  a 
point  which  he  apprehended  would  not  be 
denied,  6ven  by  those  who  had  uniformly 
opposed  themselves  to  what  they  were 
pleased  to  call  popular  clamour.  *  The 
petitioners  next  adverted  to  the  defective 
state  of  the  representation,  and  the  cor- 
rupt demoralismg  system  of  rotten  bo- 
roughs ;  a  system  which  was  contemplated 
with  so  much  satisfaction  by  those  who 
were  interested  in  maintaiiung  it.  The  pe- 
titioners were  blind  enough  not  to  coincido 
in  those  views,  nor  could  they  perceive 
that  that,  system  could  contribute  to  the 
happiness  of  the  nation.  To  the  corrup- 
tion of  parh'ament  thev  attributed  the  loss 
of  America,  and  all  the  calamities  which 
had  afflicted  us  both  abroad  and  at  home. 
To  the  same  cause  thej  ascribed  the  re-i 
strictions  on  our  liberties,  and  that  pren* 
sure  of  unparalleled  taxation,  which  had- 
at  length  reduced  us  to  tlie  lowest  stage 
of  misery  and  degradation.  Among  the 
grievances  which  pressed  upon  the  country 
the  petitioners  were  unwise  enough  to 
place  that  which  had  been  held  up  the 
other  night  as  the  bulwark  of  English 
liberty— %e  meant  a  standing  army.  The 
petitioners  had  the  misfortune  to  differ 
in  this  respect  from  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site, but  tney  differed  in  common  with  the 
best,  and  bravest,  and  wisest  men  of  all- 
ages  and  countries— thev  had  all  history; 
for  them,  but  they  had  the  misfortune  to: 
have  the  capacity  of  the  noble  lord  against 
them.  The  next  point  to  which  the  peti- 
tioners adverted  was  the  unparalleled 
amount  of  taxation.  They  mentioned  a 
fact  which  was  hardly  credible,  but  unfor* 
tunately  too  true,  that  the  amount  of  the 
taxes  was  no  less,  thanthe  enormoussum^ 
of  l|000,00tf.  for  jQyery  six  workuig  days,; 
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or  upwards  of  •160»000(.  for^erery  working 
day.  Of  this)  taxation  the  petitioners 
complained  as  an  intolerable  burthen. 
One  of  the  best  definitions  of  revenue 
which  be  had  ever  seen  was  to  be  found 
in  Montesquieu.  That  writer  defined  it 
to  be,  the  portion  of  private  property 
which  every  individual  gives  up  for- the 
security  of  the  remainder,  and  for  the  en* 
joyment  of  that  remainder  in  comfort  and 
repose.  If  the  revenue  of  England  were 
put  to  this  testy  he  would  ask  hon.  (fen- 
tJemen  whether  it  answered  the  conditions 
of  securing,  or  enabling  them  to  enjoy, 
what  the  government  did  not  take  from 
them ;  whether  they  did  not  feel,  on  the 
contrary,  that  what  they  gave  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  pockets  of  the  ministerial 
phalanx,  and  went  only  to  provide  a  fund 
into  which  the  whole  of. their  property 
most  at  last  inevitably  come?  Thepeti- 
tioners  next  adverted  to  the  unfortunate 
transaction  at  Manchester,  of  which  he 
still  hoped  that  the  time  would  come  when 
an  investigation  would  take  place  in  that 
House.  He  begged  to  remind  the  House, 
that  the  massacre  of  Gleocoe  [here  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  interrupted  by  a  simul- 
taneous fit  of  coughing] ;  he  repeated, 
that  the  massacre  of  Glencoe  was  not  in- 
quired into  until  six  y.ears  after  it  took 
place.  Another  point  to  which  the  peti- 
tioners referred,  was  the  transaction  which 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  other  night,  and  on  which  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  saying  something 
on  a  future  occasion.  He  was  happy  tliat 
he  had  not  commented  on  what  bad  fallen 
from  two  hon.  members  in  the  course  of 
that  discussion,  because  as  they  seemed 
to  be  carried  atray  by  their  feelings,  it  was 
potsible  that  he  too  might,  have  been  car- 
ried away  by  his.  The  hon^  member  con- 
cluded by  reminding  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site, that  this  petition  came  not  from  ois 
enemies,  or  from  men  who  had  any  interest 
m  disorder,  but  from  the  people,  whose 
interests  and  happiness  were  identified  with 
the  welfare  and  securitv  of  the  state* 

Mr.  Price  presented  a  petition  from 
Ross,  in  the  country  of  Hereford,  com- 
plaining of  agricultural  distress.  The  hon* 
member  took  that  opportunity  of  obser- 
ving, that  be  was  firmly  convinced  that 
the  time  was  arrived  when  the  general 
distress  of  the  landed  interest  was  to  be 
met,  not  by  minor  arranjgements,  but  1^  a 
most  Kitexe  and  rigid  inquiry  into  every 
department  of  the  state,  with  the  view,  to 
an. efficient  diminution  of  the  public- bur- 


thens. That  foimed  a  part  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  In  that  prayer  he  iiiliy 
concurred.  But  he  war  not  prepared  to 
go  with  them,  for  the  present^  in  looking 
for  relief,  to  a  reduction  of  the  inteiiest 
of  the  public  debt.  Every  practicable  re- 
trenchment must  be  made,  tO'SUstain  the 
country  under  the  severe  pressure  whieh 
the  now  deprecated  system  of  continental 
alliances  aha  foreigU'Subsidies  had  entailed 
ujpon  it.  The  last  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers was  in  favour  of  parliameDtary  reform. 
On  that  subject,  although  he  had  no  wiah 
to  make  any  rash,  immediate,  or  compiv^ 
hensive  change  in  the  representation,  yet 
he  had  ever  entertained  the  opinion,  that  a 
temperate  and  salutary  reformatioa  should 
take  place,  and  every  succeeding  yeaiv 
confirmed  him  in  that  conclusion. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

Agricultural  Distrssso^and  the 
FiKANciAL  Measures  FOR  us  Reliev.] 
The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said : 
Mr.  Speaker;  In  rising  to  call  your  atteo* 
tion  to  theimportant  paragraph  in  his  males- 
ty's  most  gracious  Speech,  which  the  clerk 
has  just  read,  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
believe  me  when  I  unfeignedly  declare, 
that  on  no  occasion  of  my  public  Ufe  hava 
I  ever  experienced  more  anxious  feelings 
than  at  the  present  moment;  because, 
among  the  many  measures  of  great  pubNc 
impoitance,  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to 
propose  to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment,  I  sincerely  believe,  Uiat  it  has  never 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  open  to  them  a  ques- 
tion, embracing  topics  of  greater  diffi- 
culty and  complexirf,  or  one  which  faaa 
excited  stronger  anxiety  both  within  and 
without  these  wslls;  more  or  less  involved 
as  the  interests  of  every  individual  in  the 
community  are,  in  the  decision  of  parlia- 
ment on  this  subject.  This  being  the  na- 
ture of  the  question,  the  Hoose  must  be 
aware  that  1  feel  very  anxious  as  ttf  the 
possibility  of  adequately  disdmrging  the 
duty  which  I  have  undertaken ;  labouring 
as  I  do,  on  the  one  hand,  under  the  desire 
not  unnecessarily  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  to  compress  inCeas  small 
a  compass  as  possible  the  informatioB 
which  I  have  to  communleBte;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  convinced  as  I  am,  that  I 
should  net  be  warranted,  firom  considesa- 
tion  for  tbtir  oonveitience  or  nqr  own  feel- 
ings, in  abstainhig  fVom  the  statement  of 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  >foc 
Hatchard  and  Son,  Picca4iUy. 
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any  fact  wbicli  say  ba  naeevify  to  tb^ 
alocidation  of  tbit  important  subject. 

lf»  in  tlie  course  er  the  stateoienU  and 
absenrations  wbich  I  am  about  to  submit 
to  the  House,  Isbould,  for  the  purpose  of 
•conomtsiBg  their  time,  occasionally  a$« 
a«me,  tbts  night*  certain  prq>ositions, 
rather  than  prove  theuf  and  ^ole  the  re* 
suits  of  calcnktiona  without  mnnediately 
ihowtng  Uid  prdoesa  by  which  I  have  ior* 
rived  at  those  resuka,  I  must  entreat,  tbal 
tbqr  will  hare  the  goodoess^  for  the  pre* 
sttirt,  10  talie  tbeee  ptopoiHions  and  caI-« 
ctriations  as  ddiOf  which  tbey  will,  here« 
after,  have  ample  oppertimtlv  of  examin- 
ing and  verifying ;  for  I  shall  be  perfectly 
prepiiedf  aia  rature  peried,  to  state  to 
the  Honaa  in  detail^  all  the  grounds  atel 
reasons  whiob  have  led  lo  those  concha 
sions.  With  whatever  industry  I  ma^ 
have  applied  mvself  to  the  details  of  this 
ihterelittng  find  importaiit  qiiestion;  how 
valuable  soeter  the  aid  which,  from  tny 
situation  in  bis  majesty's  govenmieal,  I 
may  have  received  from  several  of  the 
public  offices;  and  whatever  access  I  may 
nave  had  to  the  best  sources  of  infbrma- 
lion,  some  error  may  nevertheless  have 
crept  into  a  stateraentiof  such  length-^ 
yel  I  beg  the  Hcuse  to  believe,r  that  it  ia 
my  earnest  desire  not  to  colour  any  pari 
ot  this  statement,  or  to  make  a  single  a^ 
sertion  wbidi  I  de  not  believe  to  be  well- 
founded,  and  iHiieh  I  shall  not  be  pre* 
parB4«t  the  proper  time  to  establish* 

Sir,  in  entering  on  the  coasideratioft  of 
this  important  sucjeet,  it  is  ta  me  a  gratis* 
fying  circumstance  that- 1  feel  myseu  en- 
abled tc  stari irom  the  same  pomt  as  die 
hoo.  and  learned  gendeman  who  address- 
ed the  House  tl^  other  evening.  For, 
abhoogh  i  win  not  disguise  horn  that  hoo. 
and  learned  g^ntleman^  that  in  the  vast 
and  skaofll-interminaMe  field  over  which 
it  is  necessary'  to  tiavely  I  shall  fisd  my- 
self compelled  to  diverge  very  widely  from 
histtack,  and  that!  shall  separate  from 
hiAonr points  of  na  small  practical  im«- 
pestflnecv*  stiM  it  is  some  satisbotion  to  me 
that>  we  set  out  from,  ilie  same  positien. 
lasjumeaathebasiaof  myaigument»  the 
basia  asiMsed  by  the  hen»  and  learned 
gantlemnn  ■  *«imely,i  thai  suek  is*  the  si* 
luaiioQ  ef  the  canntry  at  the  pMBsent  mo- 
ment,, and.  siiab  is  the  aspect  wMeh  ita  va- 
siatfi  interests'  proseatj  thai  there  is  no 
kind  er  degnec  ef  reHtncfaMsnt  which  cas 
ne  pomsca  ou^  and  wnien  snaii  ne  tounci* 
ed  on  souiid  and=  ratfenal  prfneiples  of  po- 
litical economy,  aodcidculated  to  itKeve 
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the  people  from  the  pressure  of  tanatioiii 
under  which  thev  labour,  that  it  is  not  the 
bounden  duty  of  parliament  immediately 
to  adopt.  Economy  and  retrenchment 
are  indeed  the  duty  of  parliameiit  in  any 
situation  of  the  country ;  but  they  beoome 
our  primary  and  paramount  duty,  when 
the  mtercsts  of  those  whom  we  are  called 
upon  to  protect  are  sufferinff  under  gieal 
pressure ;  and  when  the  natioa,  but  lately 
emerged  from  such  an  arduoua  struggle 
aa  that  in  whidi  Great  Britain  has  been 
ei^aged,  mwit  sensibly  feel  the  eflbet»  ef 
those  exertiei^,  natii  the  revfriog  pfoi^ 
perity  of  the  country  shall  take  tbMe  liew 
dimensions,  which  may  raider  her  existing 
burthens  comparatif  ely  easy  to  be  m^^ 
tatned ;  the  more  espedally  when  we  can* 
sider  that  this  pvessure  has  b4en  seHeanlf 
aggravated  by  the  great  diffi<hiMies  atten^ 
dant  on  returning  from  a  rehizedstandedl 
of  currency,  to  that  stsudsrd  which  ougfaii 
iM  all  tlmes^  if  possible,  to  govern  the 
iransactiena  of  the  country.  Under  all 
these  circumstances,  therefore,  every  one 
who  hears  me  must  fed,  that  it  Is  our 
doty  to  relieve,  as  far  as  it  is  pesiible  for 
paruament  to  rdieve  them,  the  distresses 
of  those  classes  which  are  moit  pressed 
upon  by  the  common  dtfficuliiesi  So  fiur, 
therefore,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleialiii 
and  I  start  from  the  same  points  We  may 
dMEMC  vtrv  essentially  as  tc  the  nature  ef 
the  Mliet  to  be  granfedi  and  as  to  the 
ttMide  to  be  adopted  in  oemoiunioating 
dM  relief;  but,  on  the  principle  of  the 
expediency  of  eeonom^,  and  of  affordiog 
the  eirlteit  practioaUe  relief,  the  hon.  and 
teamed  gentleman^eannoi  benere  earnest 
or  solieitotiathan  myself* 

With  regard  lo  the  existtng  rule  of  the 
eenatry,  I  wilt  iM  detaitf  the  House  long 
in  eKpuuning  the  distinction  between  the 
honk*  and  leaitied  gentleman's  views  of  ita 
aduttl' podtimi  and  mv  own«  Indeed,  I 
can  aiBore  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman' 
and  the  House,  that  so  Httleaml  disposed 
to  indulge  in  controversy  to-night,  that  I 
would  not  even  hate  looched  cm  this  sub- 
jeeC^  wers  it  not  with  the  vfew  of  shewing 
the  Wonderful  suseeptibilliy  the  country 
posapmie  of  recovering  rapidfy  from  de^ 
piesttion>  aed  remmhig  tio  e  slate  of  pros-^ 
perity^  U  the  House  iMs  read  witb  aa 
patieMi^ae  attMtfcm  aa>I  have  (and  everf 
Ibhsg  which  preoeeds  from  the  hon,  irtid 
ksmed  gentletaan  ift  worthy  of  attention  ) 
the^pec^es  whieh  the  hon*  and  leaiMd- 
Mntletnan  made  In  Wl^  und  lSt7,  on 
brlogiiigthe  ntanafacturingattd  oomnier* 
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cml  ttateof  tbe  coimtrj  under  the  conti- 
deration  of  parltament;  and  if  they  have 
remarked,  as  in  that  case  they  roust  have 
remarked,  tbe  striking  contrast  between 
those  speeches  and  the  speech  whieh  the 
hon;  and  learned  gentleman  delivered  the 
last  time  he  addressed  the  House,  I  might 
irfth' great  propriety  compress  what  I 
have  to  say  on  that  chapter  of  the  subject 
into  a  very  small  compass ;  for  certainly 
nothing  can  be  more  ren^arkably  opposite 
than  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  two 
descriptions  of  the  state  of  the  country^ 
We  certainly  did  not  hear  the  other  night 
any  of  those  very  distressing  statements 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  speeches 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
at  thoee  periods.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  described  the  general  po- 
pulation of  the  country  in  such  a  condi- 
tion of  suferin^,  and  pressed  down  by 
aQch  severe  privations,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  retire  to  rest  before  sun-set,  in 
order  to  economise  at  once  their  physical 
atrength  and  the  scanty  means  of  subsist* 
ciice,  light,  and  firing  which  they  possess* 
ed*  Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  country  has  yet  to  con* 
tend,  It  certainly  cannot  now' be  said  that 
it  is  a  starving  nation.  It  may  in  some  of 
its  transactionabe  embarrassed ;  it  may  in 
aome  of  its  interests  severely  suffer :  some 
classes  of  the  community  may  be  pressed 
almost  to  ruin ;  but  at  least  ic  is  consola* 
tory  to  know,  that  this  nation  is  not  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  once  de- 
scribed it  to  be,— a  starving  nation. 

Sir,  before  I  begin  to  speak  of  the  ex* 
isting  agricultural  distresses,  I  wivh  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  observa- 
tions, in  order  to  put  the  manufacturing 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  country 
in  the  Itf^ht  in  which  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  regarded.  <  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  in  his  speech  on  a  former  even- 
mg,  represented  the  manufacturing  and 
eommerdal  interests  as  involved  in  the 
prevailing  distress,  although,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  iron  trade,  he  pointed  out 
BO  branch  of  manufactures  or  commerce 
that  suffered  under  any  particular  pres- 
sure. I  will  not  now  delay  the  House  by 
any  ctrcurastantial  explanation  of  the 
oaoses  which  have  exposed  that  most  im- 
portant branch  of  our  manufactures  to 
aome  abatement  ef  the  rapidly  progressive 
promrity,  whieh  it  has  latterly  so  emi- 
naotly  enjoyed ;  but  it  is. no  little  consola* 
tioo,  after  having  beard  the  florid  descrip* 
tioaa  oCdistriM  contained  io  the  horn  and 
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leanned  gentleman's  speeches  in  this  and 
the  preceding  sessions, — after  having 
heard  of  the  misery  to  which  the  unhappy 
manufacturers  were  reduced  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom — after  havmg  heard  suc^ 
prophetic  and  fearful  warnings  of  the  du- 
ration of  that  misery— after  naving  heard 
appeals  to  the  feelings  of  the  mano&c- 
turers  themselves,  which  mi^ht  have  aa 
well  been  spared— after  having  heard  fdl 
these  things,  I  say,  it  is  extremely  con- 
sding  andsatisfEictory  to  observe  that  this 
great  mass  of  distress  and  evil  has  entirely 
disappeared,  in  consequence  of  the  agency 
of  those  natural  causes  which  operate 
much  more  actively  and  beneficially  than 
any  that  the  head  of  man  can  devise.--- 
Sir,  I  speak  in  the  presence  of  many  hon.. 
gentlemen,  who  will  correct  me  if  I  msko 
anerroneous  statement— and,  Godknows^ 
nothinff  can  be  farther  from  my  wiah  than 
to  mislead  the  House  on  thia  subject- 
when  I  assert  that  the  manufiEicturing  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  have 
undergone  so  favourable  a  change,  that, 
taking  them  generally,  at  no  period  in  the 
history  of  the  country,  have  they  been  in 
a  condition  of  more  healthful,  though 
temperate  prosperity.  The  wages  of  ma- 
nufacturing labour  are  certainly  not  so 
high  as  they  were  during  the  war,  a  cir- 
curostanceperhaps  the  less  to  be  regretted, 
as  those  high  wages  too  frequently  led  to 
extravagance  and  idleness*  But  nowji  in^ 
ateaci  of  finding  a  market  stimulating  to 
excessive  effort,  instead  of  seeing  industry 
injuriously  goaded  on  by  extravagant 
wages,  we  see  industry  sustained  and  en<- 
couraged  by  adequate  and  sufficient 
wages ;  we  see  the  manuflEicturer  already 
living  in  great  comfort,  and  looking  for- 
ward to  gradual  and  progressive  pros^ 
perity.*  Upon  the  whole,  1  am  not  assum^- 
ing  too  nrnch  when  I  say  that,  throughout 
the  manufacturing  districts  the  manufac- 
turers are  now  receiving,  as  the  fruits  of 
their  industry,  the  sum  of  twelve-pence 
where,  <luring  the  recent  period  of  actual 
distress,  they  received  eight-pence;  and 
that  with  ei^t-pence  they  can  obtain  as 
many  of  the  necessaries  of  life  as  would 
thea  have  cpst  them  twelve-pence;  sa 
that  their  condition  is  a  hundred  per  cent 
better  than  it  was. 

Tl)is  consolatory  view  of  our  situatioa 
extends  to  the  manufacturing,  the  com- 
raei;frialy  and  to  various  other  classes  of 
the  community,  but  I  must  go  alonff  witl^ 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  deeply 
deploring  the  heavy  pressure  under  whkH 
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Ibe  tfgrialltural  chmeB  are  laboaflof .  I 
hope»  Sir,  that  if  any  thing  should  drop 
from  me  in  thd  course  of  arffument,  which 
maj  have  the  appearance  of  not  admitting 
the  existence  or  that  pressure  to  its  Aill 
extent;  or  if  I  should  deny  the  efficacy 
and  policy  of  some  of  the  remedies  which 
have  been  suggested  for  the  evi]»  the 
House  will  not  suppose  that  it  is  from 
want  of  commiseration  or  s^pathy ;  or 
a  due  sense  of  the  ineonveniencies,  tem- 
porary as  I  trust  they  are*  which  that 
great  and  important  part  of  the*population 
of  the  country  are  suffiering.  For  myself, 
my  own  private  interests  are  so  bound  up 
with  those  of  the  land,  that,  so  far  from 
not  bein^  sufficiently  interested  on  that 
subject,  if  it  be  necessary  for  me  to  be 
at  all  watchful  over  the  bias  of  my  tnind, 
it  must  be  to  guard  myself  rather  against 
partiality,  in  whatever  concerns  the  land- 
ed interest  But,  with  every  disposition 
to  admit  all  that  is  due  to  the  other  grtjat 
branches  of  the  public  industry,  and  satis- 
.fied  as  I  am  that  to  their  mutual  con- 
nexion Britain  is  indebted  for  her  re* 
sources,  her  greatness,  her  prosperity, 
ever^  thing  which  has  rendered  her  the 
.admiration  of  the  world ;  yet,  although 
all  the  interests  of  the  country  are  bound 
up  and  must  stand  or  fall  together,  I  mast 
nevertheless  contend,  that  me  landed  in- 
terest is  that  to  which,  if  any  preference 
can  be  shown,  this  House  must  always 
feel  called  upon  to  extend  its  utmost  pro- 
tection. 

And  here,  Sir^  I  must  bee  leave  to 
correct  a  mis-statement  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman ;  and  I 
do  it  thus  early,  because  1  know  the  stress 
that  is  laid  on  any  argument  which  is  used 
to  show  how  perniciously  certain  taxes 
bear  on  the  agricultural  interest.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  stated  as  an 
extraordinary  fact,  that  the  country  now 
consumed  a.  third  less  malt  than  it  did 
thirty  years  ago  [Mr.  Brougham,  ocroM 
ike  tablet  *'ti  seventh,"].  Well;  say  a 
aeventb.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  merely  stated  that  the  consump* 
lion  of  malt  had  not  increased  with  the 
growing  population  of  the  country,  I 
would. not  have  denied  the  fact ;  although 
I  should  not  be  disposed  to  draw  from  it 
Ihe  mferepoe,  which  has  been  drawn  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman*  I  should 
attribute  the  diminished  consumption  of 
malt,  not  to  a  want  of  means  in  tne  con- 
sumer, nor  yet  to  the  pressure  of  thepar- 
licuiar  tax,  but  to  a  change  in  the  baUts 
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of  the  population*  a  chasig^  wUeh  h«d 
led  them  to  the  eensumpdon  of  ether 
articles  in  preference,  and  artides  more 
suiuble  to  their  tastes,  if  not  to  their 
health.  The  argument  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  if  it  be  good  for  any 
thing,  is  good  for  this— that  the  alleged 
diminution  in  the  oonsumptieo  of  tlie 
article  in  question,  has  been  produced  i^ 
the  increase  of  taxation.  Now,  8ir,  what 
are  the  facts  ?  So  far  from  the  couony 
consuming  a  seventh  less  malt  than  it  dio 
in  1792,  a  reference  to  the  official  ac- 
counts of  the  excise  will  show,  that  ^be 
consumption  of  the  last  year,  add  of  that 
part  of  the  present  year  which  has  eUi|ised^ 
is  greater  than  the  cooaumptioh  in  179d? 
and  what  is  very  remarkM>le,  is,  that  k 
appears  from  these  records,  that  least 
malt  was  consumed  in  those  years,  in 
which  there  was  least  taxation  upon  It ! 
Now,  do  not  let  the  hon.  and  kamed 

fentlemsn  and  the  House  suppose,  that 
thence  infer  that,  generally,  taxatiea 
increases  consumption.  I  merely  state 
the  fact,  as  it  appears  on  the  face  of  tlie 
official  returns,  as  a  presumptive  prdof 
that  the  scale  of  consumption  dependi  on 
other  circumstances  than  the  rate  of  do^. 
Taking  the  consumption  of  malt  at  the 
averase  annual  number  of  bushels  con- 
sumed, calculated  for  successive  periods 
of  three  years  each,  and  beginning  at  the 
year  1791,  it  appears  that  the  average 
annual  consumpuon  during  the  years 
ended  the  5th  July, 

Buikett* 
1791,  1792,  and  1793,  was  27,011,073 
1794,  1795,  —  1796,  —  26,131,169 
1797,  1798,  ^  1799,  —  29,879,506 
1800,  1801,  _  1802,  —  21,128,681 
1803,  1804,  -*  1805,  —  25/)61,46e 
1806,  1807,  —  J1808,  —  24,935,460 
1809,  1810,  ^  1811,  —  24,631,362 
1812,  1813,  —  1814,  —  22,383,637 
1815,  1816,  —  1817,  —  23,487,829 
1818,  1819,  —  1820,  —  24,448,115 
that  the  consumption  in 

1821 was  28,697,067 

and  that  it  has  been,  during  tlie. portion 
of  the  present  year  which  has  elacaed,  at 
the  rate  of  about  30,000,000  bushela*  I 
have  stated  this  to  the  HoMse^  becauae  I 
know  that  a  great  impressioo  was  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleawi't  as* 
sertion  of  the  diimnisbed  consmqptioD  of 
malt.  In  referring  to  the  great  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  habits  ef  Ibe 
people,  who  are  eeHainly  less  addicted  to 
drinking  strong  Uquors  than  tbey  werei 
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fcrmetl j>  H  nniBt  be  obflflrved«  thtt  tha^e 
ate  p^r  be?eraget  which  many  peraons 
now  iMrefer  to  beer.  I  may  mention  par- 
tieolarly  tea  as  one  of  those  beverages. 
It  is  cfear  that  tea  has  get  into  taore  ge* 
neral  use ;  and  that  a  large  class  of  Indi- 
viduals,  who  formerly  £ank  beer,  now 
drink  teat  not  from  being  too  poor  to 
oommand  the  former^  but  n-ora  preferring 
the  latter^  I  am  not  gomg  to  argue  tea 
i^iaiost  beer,  or  beer  against  tea ;  but  I 
mnjUj  state  the  fact  to  shew  that  if  the 
consomption  of  malt  has  diminished, 
though  not  positively,  yet  with  reference 
to  the  augmented  population  of  the  country 
the  consumption  of  tea  has  increased— and 
has  increased  with  a  cooUnually  incr«»ing 
duty*.  I  will  take  ihe  average  annuu 
weight,  calculated  in  periods  of  three 
years  each  for  the  last  thirty  years,  of  the 
tea,  on  which  duty  has  been  charged.  In 
1790,  before  the  consolidation  of  the 
duties,  the  Excise  duty  on  tea,  was72i 
10r.  per -cent  on  the  sale  price.  The  ad- 
4itioa4>f  the  Customs  doty,  made  it  13^ 
per  cent.  It  appears,  by  the  official  re- 
loms,  4hat  the  average  annual  weight  of 
lea  charged  with  duty  and  consumed 
dwiog  the  years  ended  ^th  June, 

1790,  1791,  and  1792,  was  17,468,301 
179«,  1794,  —  1795,  —  19,424,566 
1796,  1797,  —  1798,  —  20,963,781 
1799,  1800,  —  1801,  —  24,249,560 
iS09f  1803,  —  1804,  —  20,933,725 
1805,  1806,  —  1807,  —  20,784,453 
1808,  1809,  —  1810,  —  20,552,565 
1811,  1812,  —  1813,  —  20,948,081 
1814,  1S15,  —  1816,  —  23,310,798 
1817,  1818>  —  1819,  —  21,904,925 
and  Uiat  the  mean  of  the  consumption  of 
the  two  years 

1820^  and  1821, was  22,461,592 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  of  thirty 
vears,  the  duty  with  little  interruption, 
has  been  gradually  increasing  from  13^. 
until  it  has  readied  100^.  per  cent. 

Now,  it  is  a  curious  circumstance,  that 
although  4he  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
declares  (erroneously,  as  I  have  shown,) 
that  the  consumption  of  malt  has  decreased 
a  seventh,  because  the  people  are  so 
<i^stressed  as  to  be  unable  to  bear  the  tax, 
the  very  same  people  choosing,  it  seems, 
lea  in  preforence  to  beer,  consume  a  sixth 
more  tea,  now  that  tea  pays  a  duty  of 
look  per  cent,  than  they  consumed  when 
it  paid  a  doty  of  only  13/.  per  cent;  that 
is,  Ihe  people  of  this  <Ompoverished" 
oovDtry  vplcmtarily  bear  an  annual  charge 


of  three  milKons  sterling,  which  they 
nnght  avoid.  The  argument  to  be  drawn 
from  the  consumption  of  various  other 
articles,  corresponds  with  that  arising 
from  the  consumption  of  tea.  It  appears, 
from  the  Excise  returns,  that  not  only 
has  there  been  an  increase  of  comfort  in 
the  country,  but  an  increase  of  cleanliness. 
The  fabrication  of  bricks  for  the  erection 
of  dwelling  houses,  has,  it  appears,  largely 
increased  ;  and  the  consumption  of  soap 
has  neariy  doubled  in  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years.  I  might  ^o  into  a  statement  of  a 
similar  increase  m  other  articles  of  con« 
sumption;  but  I  am  sensible  that  the 
time  of  tlte  House  is  too  valuable  to  justify 
me  in  dwelling  longer  on  this  part  of  thie 
subject.  There  is  only  one  more  docu- 
ment, therefore,  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
thehr  attention.  It  speaks  volumes.  1 
do  not  produce  it  to  rebut  the  notion  of 
the  existence  of  great  agricultural  distress ; 
but  it  proves  to  my  mind,  in  the  most  full 
and  satttfactory  manner,  that  that  distress 
is  not  so  universal  and  destructive,  nor 
yet  so  irremediable,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  has  endeavoured  to 
show.  And,  Sir,  I  know  no  greater 
crue;lty,  when  the  people  are  suffering 
from  causes  wjiich  cannot  be  Immediately 
controlled,  than  to  preach  to  them  the 
language  of  despair.  At  a  time  when  real 
evils  enough  exist,  to  etideavour  to  create 
a  delusive  sense  of  despondency,  an  ob- 
ject to  which  aH  the  arguments  and  all 
the  doctrines  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  but  too  ^stinctly  point,  is  not 
to  address  the  language  of  real  frendship 
to  the  people.  It  tends  only  to  aggravate 
distress,  by  generating  a  belief,  that  their 
situation  is  hopeless;  or,  at  least,  diat 
no  remedy  can  be  efficient  but  one  wliich 
the  nature  of  the  public  service,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  stale  render  it  impossible 
to  apply.  I  repeat,  that  the  only  further 
document  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
subject  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  tlie  House,  is,  a  statement  of  the 
produce  of  the  Excise  collections  of  the 
whole  kingdom  (leaving  out  London,  the 
produce  of  which  collection  depends  upon 
causes  peculiar  to  itself),  for  the  last,  as 
compared  wiCh  the  preceding  3re8r.  Bv 
the  working  of  the  Excise  laws,  which 
form  the  greatbaroroeter  of  consumption, 
and  which,  with  the  above  exceptmn,  in- 
volve the  question  of  a  revenue  of  above 
sixteen  millions  and  a  half,  collected  in 
fiftynnine  districts,  it  appears  that  there 
has  hfiea  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  an 
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increate  in  the  groM  reooipt  of  tboie  col« 
lections,  amounting  to  1,528»750/.;  from 
which,  if  we  deduct  125»2S(y^  being  the 
decreaae  in  the  very  few  collectiont  de- 
ficient, it  will  show  that  there  haa  been 
an  increaae  of  above  i,400,000/L  «r  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  per  cent  on  the  whole 
of  the  Excise  duties  throughout  the  kin^« 
dom»  ei^clusife  of  Loodoiu  But  what  is 
peculiarly  encouraging,  in  this  circum- 
stance,, is,  that  the  increase  has  not  taken 
place  in  any  particular  districts,  from  the 
occurrence  ci  an  accidentally  stimulated 
consumption,  accompanied  with  a  great 
falling  off  in  other  districts;  but  that  it 
has  been  generally  diffused,  while  the  de- 
crease has  taken  place  only  in  a  very  few 
coUectipns,  and  in  those  instances  can  be 
accpwited  for  from  local  and  specific 
causes.  I  do  not  state  all  this  to  rebut 
the  complaints  of  the  country,  under  the 
pressure  of  the  distress,  the  existence  of 
which  I  have  alr^y  admitted;  but  I 
state  it  to  show  how  powerful  are  the 
principles  of  resurrection  and  prosperity 
m  the  country ;  principles  which,  if  the 
House  will  only  support  by  encouraging 
public  credit,  will  sqbn,  by  their  natural 
progress,  restore  every  thing  to  a  satis- 
factory state.  But,  to  return  to  the  fact. 
In  the  fifty*nine  collections^  there  are 
only  six  which  exhibit  any  diminution 
whatever  in  the  Excise  duties.  In  three, 
the  defalcation  is  merely  nominal,  being 
little  more  than  2,0(Xtf.  or  8,000/.  in  each. 
The  only  tbre^  collections  which  exhibit 
a  sensible  diminution  of  duty  are,  Canter- 
bury, Sussex,  and  Worcester ;  and  this 
the  failure  of  the  hop  duty,  at  once  ex- 
plains. 

It  gives  roe  great  pleasure.  Sir,  to  be 
able  to  relieve  the  House  from  any  far- 
ther consideration  of  this  branch  of  the 
great  question  before  us,  by  simply  point- 
ing their  attention,  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  already  stated,  to  the  prominent  facts 
which  I  am  now  desirous  of  laying  before 
them.  In  the  first  place,  it  appears,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  pressure  which  weighs 
•down  the  country,  we  have  a  rising  re- 
venue, proved  by  the  Jncrease  of  above 
1,000,000/.  revenue  in  this  year,  over 
the  revenue  of  last  year,  in  which 
year  1  beg  leave  to  observe,  there  was 
aUo  a  large  and  important  increase  over 
the  revepue  of  the  year  preceding.  In  the 
next  place,  the  commerce  of  the  country 
is  largely  and  rapidly  improving.  From 
the  returns  of  the  official  value,  which,  as 
jiving  the  comparative  quantities  export- 


JfpfiatliMfnlJ}ii§re$$^  [900 

ed  in  aadi  year,  is  the  fairest  mode  of 
estimatinff  it,  the  British  and  Irish  pro- 
duce and  manufactures  exported  during 
the  last  three  years,  it  appears,  aoaounted 
in  the  year  ending  Oct.  10,  1819,  to 
37*690,854/.,  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  10, 
1820,  to  38,27^734/^  in  the  year  ending 
Oct.  10,  1821,  to  42,747,762/.,  being  an 
increase,  in  the  last  year,  of  above 
4,400,000/.  over  the  preceding  year,  and 
nearly  6,000,000/.  over  the  foregoing 
year.  We  have,  therefore,  the  satisfaction 
to  see,  that  under  all  the  pressure,  which, 
I  admit,  exists  on  the  agricultural  and 
labouring  classes,  the  revenue  of  the 
country  is  increasing ;  and,  what  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  the  commerce  of  the 
country  is  largely,  and  rapidly,  and 
steadily  improvinff,  and  with  it  our  menu* 
factures,  tne  salutary  effects  of  which 
cannot  fail  soon  to  be  felt  by  the  landed 
interest:  and,  as  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  that  increase  and  improvement  are 
founded  on  solid  principles,  and  do  not 
flow  from  improvident  speculation.  It 
appears,  besides,  that  consumption,  bolh 
as  to  the  comforts  and  even  the  luxuries 
of  life,  is  advancing,  not  only  with  rapi- 
dity, but  with  a  universality  of  distribu- 
tion which  clearly  shows  that  the  principle 
of  prosperity  subsists ;  and  that  it  re- 
quires  only  an  animating  cause  to  produce 
its  full  and  natural  effects :  and,  certainly, 
as  far  as  parliament  can  accelerate  the 
operation  and .  extension  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple, it  ought  not,  and,  I  am  persuaded, 
it  will  not  be  wanting  in  its  efforts. 

Sir,  before  I  describe  to  the  House  what 
the  actual  financial  situation  of  the  coim- 
try  is,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  make  a 
few  preliminary  observations,  which  will, 
i  persuade  myself,  have  the  eflbct  of 
shortening  the  discussion  between  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  and  myself; 
and  of  narrowing  the  view  which  it  will 
be  necessarv  for  me  to  take  of  tlie  sub- 
ject. I  think  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
maa  told  the  House,  that  the  true  and 
only  remedy  for  the  existing  distress  was 
the  reduction  of  taxes.  Of  course,  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  does  not  re- 
ject the  operations  of  nature  in  our  Ul» 
vour;  but  he  maintains,  that,  as  far  as 
the  wisdom  and  power  of  parliament  can 
operate,  b  v  no  other  plan  can  an  effectual 
relief  be  n>uod  for  the  distresses  of  the 
country,  but  by  pushing  to  its  utmost  ex- 
tent the  reduction  of  taxation.  [Hear, 
hear  !]  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  And, 
from  the  cheers  of  the  hon.  gentlemen 
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opposite,  that  i  have  caught  lo  correctly 
the  Tiews  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man ;  for  DOW  1  shall  be  able  to  state  pre- 
cisely the  point  on  which  we  differ. 

I  again  entreat  the  House  not  to  sup- 
pose that  I  am  standing  here  to  defend 
the  doctrine,  that  taxation  is  a  blessing ; 
or  to  dissusde  parliament  from  repealing 
a  single  tax  that  can  be  repealed  with 
real  Mvantage  to  the  commupi^.  I  am 
ready  to  agree  to  the  repeal  of  any  tax 
which  the  parliament  of  the  country,  after 
fully  and  fiirl^r  considering  the  subject, 
shall  be  of  opinion  can  be  repealed,— 
preserTing  at  the  same  time  that  religious 
respect  for  public  credit,  wlJSch  is  the 
foundation  of  national  honour,  and  with- 
out which  no  nation  can  be,  or  ought  to  be 
prosperous.  All  that  can  justly  and  wisely 
oe  repealed,  I  will  go  alonff  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  and  with  his  most 
aealous  supporters,  in  repealing.  But  the 
question.  Sir,  comes  to  this : — whether  it 
is  in  such  a  repeal  alone,  or  even  prin^ 
cipally,  that  the  specific  relief  of  the 
agricultural  interest  is  to  be  sought  ? — 
whether  they  can  hope,  from  any  imme- 
diate reduction  of  taxes,  to  experience 
a  material  reduction  of  distress? — or 
whether  that  relief  will  not  be  more 
effectual,  and  more  speedy  too,  if  admi- 
nistered with  reference  to  those  general 
principles  which  ought  to  govern  us 
m  all  our  proceedings?  Here,  then, 
is  the  diffi^rence  between  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  and  myself.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  looks  for  relief  to 
the  repeal  of  taxation  alone — I  look  as 
eagerly  as  he  does  to  the  repeal  of  taxa» 
tion  ;  but  I  look  to  it  as  qualified  by  all 
those  principles  which  regulate  public 
prosperity,  and  in  public  prosperity  in- 
volve private  prosperity  also;  and  this 
view  of  the  subject  will  be  found  to  sepa- 
rate our  arguments  still  further  as  1  ad- 
vance. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  explain  my  rea- 
sons for  denying  that  the  question  of 
agricultursl  relief  can  be  regarded  as 
mainly  dependent  on  the  repealof  t^es, 
instead  of  on  all  those  other  circumstances 
which  regulate  the  value  of  produce,  and 
•influence  the  state  of  the  markets.  An 
hon.  member  of  great  authority  on  these 
subjects  {Mr.  Ricardo),  stated,  m  rephr 
io  the  hon.  and  learned  genderaan^ 
speech  on  a  former  evening,  Uiat  a  coun- 
try might  be  wholly  exempt  from  taxes, 
and  yet  auffisr  more  severely  from  agricul- 
tural distress  than  we  now  do.    Grotmd- 


ing  myself  upon  this  obvious  principle, 
and  supported  by  his  authority,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert,  that  could  we  at  once 
sweep  away  the  whole  mass  of  our  taxa- 
tion m  a  moment,  our  distress  would  still 
continue  to  press  upon  us — in  so  small 
a  degree  does  that  distress,  in  fact, 
originate  in  the  operation  of  taxation. 

I  shall  make  myself  more  intelligible  when 
I  put  the  argument  thus  i — In  what  pro- 
portion do  taxes  really  enter  into  the  ex- 
penses of  the  farmer  ?  I  know  very  well 
we  shall  have  a  great  many  views  submit- 
ted to  us  by  different  gentlemen  on  this 
part  of  the  subject ;  and  I  also  know  that 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of  different 
farmers  will  present  different  results  vary- 
ing in  degree,  but  agreeing  sufficiently  for 
all  purposes  of  reasoning.  I  shall  proceed, 
however,  to  state  what  is  the  result  of  a 
fair  calculation,  made  on  the  roost  general 
view  that  it  is  practicable  to  take  of  this 
subject ;  and  1  will  then  apply  that  result 
to  the  argument  between  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  and  myself.  The  result, 
then,  of  the  best  inquiry  which  I  have  been 
able  to  make  is,  that  if  I  estimate  the  to- 
tal amount  of  the  taxes,  direct  and  indi- 
rect, which  can  by  possibility  bear  upon 
the  farmer,  contidered  in  his  double  capa- 
city of  a  cultivator  and  a  consumer,  at 
one-seventh  of  his  rent,  I  estimate  it  quite 
as  highly  as  the  facts  will  warrant.  How- 
ever, I  am  ready,  for  argument's  sake,  to 
estimate  it  even  at  one-fifth  of  his 
rent.  Now,  if  the  taxes  on  the  farmer 
bear  the  proportion  of  one  fif>h  of  the 
landlord's  rent,  and  the  landlord's  rent, 
bears  the  proportion  of  one  fourth  of 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  it 
follows  that  the  taxes  on  the  farmer 
will  amount  to  one>twentieth  of  the  value 
of  the  produce  of  the  soil ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  five  per  cent  on  the  outgoings 
and  incomings  of  the  whole  farm.  It  is 
for  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to  shew 
(dispose  of  the  question  of  taxation  as  you 
will)  how  such  a  sum  as  five  per  cent 
on  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  soil, 
can  have  the  effect  of  occasioning  or  con- 
tinuing the  present  distress.  But,  suppose 
the  state  could  afford  to  sacrifice  as  much 
of  its  revenue  as  would  be  eouivalent  to 
five  per  cent  on  the  produce  or  the  land— 
a  sum  probably  amounting  to  not  less  than 
seven  or  eight  millions— it  is  not  too  much 
to  assume,  that,  from  the  very  numerous 
channels  of  intermediate  profit  through 
which  such  remission  must. pass  before  it 
could  reach  the  actual  cultivitor,  and  io 
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lyhich  a  large  portion  of  ii  would  be  inter- 
oepted,  not  above  half  tbe  value  of  the 
whole  remission  would  reach  tbe  pocket 
of  tbe  farmer ;  so  that  inttead  of  five  per 
oent  the  cultivator  would  actually  receive 
a  remission  of  only  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  lf»  then,  the  state  is  to  be  called 
upon  to  give  the  farmer  five  per  cent  on 
his  produce,  the  House  must,  in  that  case 
be  prepared  to  sacrifice  fourteen  or  fifteen 
millions  of  revenue ;  which  is  so  absurd  a 
proposition,  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it 
fi>r  a  moment.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  a  relief  of  five  per  cent  would  be 
wholly  unimportant  to  the  farmer ;  but  1 
contend  that  it  would  not  make  such  a 
difference  in  his  present  state,  as  to  realise 
Ibe  fanciful  expectations  which  he  is  eni- 
CQuraffed  to  entertain,  or  materially  to 
affect  his  general  transactions  for  the  year. 
But,  Sir,  the  proposal  to  repeal  taxes  to 
audi  an  extent  is  worse  than  unavailing ; 
it  It  delusive.  It  is  in  vain  to  suppose  that 
any  thing  we  can  do  will  counteract  the 
operations  of  nature,  or  influence  esaen- 
tiaUy  the  state  of  tbe  markets.  It  ia  not 
to  a  repeal  of  taxation  that  the  farmer 
must  look  for  relief.  What  passes  in 
Itfark  Lane  and  in  Smithfield  is  of  much 
more  importance  to  tlie  farmer  in  that  re- 

3MCt,  than  what  passes  in  the  House  of 
ommpns.  It  is  in  those  markets  for  the 
farmer's  produce  that  the  causes  are  ope<- 
rating  which  alone  can  liave  an  extensive 
or  a  permanent  effect  on  his  prosperity. 
Taxation  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
question  of  relief;  it  is  far  from  being,  aa 
I  trust  I  have  distinctly  shewn,  the  main 
qnettion  itsel£  The  hon.  and  learned 
^ntleman  asserted  the  other  evening,  that 
if  the  whole  of  the  landlord's  rent  were 
auneendeced  to  the  farmer*  still  even  that 
sacrifice  would  be  inaufScient  for  ilie  far- 
oier'a  relief.  Is  it  not  then  an  insult  to  the 
common  sense  of  the  House  and  tbe  coUn- 
try,  for  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
to  contend,  in  tlie  same  breath,  that  the 
reduction  of  taxation,  forming  as  it  does 
but  a  proportion  of  tliat  rent,  could  be  ef* 
factual ;  or  could  even  materially  contri- 
bute to  relieve  the  farmer  ?  I  feel  that  it 
If  onld  be  a  iraste  of  the  time  of  the  House 
ta  dveli  any  longer  on  the  dangerous  de* 
luaion  bald  out  to  the  agricultural  interest 
bf  those,  who  u^uatain  that  any  material 
<wange.in  tbe  condition  of  the  uurnier  can 
bdMiiected'ibon  theramiaaion  of  taxea, 
iMIead  of  pi^o^edtfig  from  the  band 
of  Brovideno^,  froaa  the  due  course  of.  tm^ 
t«r0^  and  from  the  imconlrollable  opera- 
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tioB  oStXk  those  great  lawa  andprinctalea 
which  govern  the  marketa  of  the  workL 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  may 
aay,  <*  If  not  in  repeal  of  taxea,  where  then 
ia  relief  to  *^  come  from  ?'*  My  anawer  ia 
— where  it  never  faiia  to  come  from.  It 
will  come  from  the  operation  of  capital^ 
which  cannot  long  remain  unproductive. 
The  aupply  and  the  demand  will  aoon  ad- 
juat  themselvea  to  each  other.  Complica- 
ted aa  the  queation  ia  in  theory,  yet  every 
day  facta  are  exhibiting  ita  true  character; 
and  the  reductions  which  are  taking  place 
in  renta,  and  on  the  price  of  all  articlea 
used  by  the  farmer  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  land,  will  apeedily  carry  mattera  to  the 
true  point  of  equalization.  The  aupply 
will  proportion  itaelf  to  die  demand.  The 
remedy  for  the  evil  will  be  found  in  the 
unerring  lawa  of  political  economy. 
There  is  the  true  aource  of  the  farmer'a 
hope.  It  ia  to  the  operation  of  natural 
cauaea  that  be  must  look  for  effectual  re- 
lief, and  not  to  the  confiscation  of  the  re* 
venues  of  the  state.  If  the  fin'mer  were 
so  ignorant  of  hia  true  intereata,  of  the 
very  rudimenta  of  political  economy,  and 
of  die  real  cauaea  of  hia  present  distress 
as  to  imagine  he  saw  his  own  advantage 
in  such  an  improvident  concession  as 
would  take  him  out  of  the  class  of  contri* 
buters  to  the  burdens  of  the  state,  the 
farmer  would  soon  find  that  he  derived  no 
eventual  benefit  from  the  concession,  and 
that  the  kiwa  of  nature  had  decided  that 
it  ahould  not  fructify  to  hia  advantage. 
The  immediate  relief  that  he  might  expe* 
rience  would  be  enjoyed  by  him  but  for 
a  very  abort  period.  The  exceaa  beyond 
the  ordinary  profit  of  capital  would  sood 
be  taken  from  biro,  either  in  rent  or  reduc* 
tion  of  the  price  of  his  commodity.  Ex- 
perience would  soon  convince  the  farmer 
that  the  benefit  which  he  might  think 
he  had  secured  was  inaaginary.  Provi- 
dence has  ordained  that  any  expectation 
80  monstrous  must  defeat  its  own  purpose, 
and  both  parliament  and  the  agriculturist 
would  be  severely  puni^ed,  for  having 
unhappily  yielded  to  the  delusive  repre- 
aentationa  ^of  those,  who  had  held  out  a 
prospect  of  relief  from  the  improvident 
remisaion  of  taxation ;  and  for  having  en- 
tertained the  faUacioua  hope,  that  the 
aErioulturbta,  or  iany  other  great  daaa  of 
the  community,  could  by^  poaaibility  be 
withdrawn  ^om  theopctatioo  of  thoae  un^ 
9een»  but  all'4>owerfiiI  cauaea  whicb  ne» 
GBflaarily  affiact  and  regulate  the  whole  sys* 
teas  of  our  {NrodttctiTe  ioduatry« 
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Having*  thus,  Sir,  stated  the  diffisrence 
between  vaj  opinions  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  ^ose  of  the  hon,  and  learned 
gentleinan,  1  proceed  to  that  whidi  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  material  part  of  the  duty 
I  have  to  perform,  namely,  to  put  the 
House  in  possession,  as  clearly  and  briefly 
as  i  am  able,  of  wliat  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  country  is  at  the  present  mo* 
ment-*»what  are  the  views  which  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  entertain  of  that  position 
— and  what  are  the  means  which,  in  their 
jodementf  parliament  may  most  wisely, 
ap^y,  for  the  double  purpose  of  relieving 
the  present  distress,  and  securing  the  ge- 
neral and  permanent  prosperity. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  in  its  proper  place* 
what  it  will  be  very  satisfactorv  to  the 
House  to  know,  that,  up  to  the  latest  pe- 
riod to  which  it  can  oe  cdculated,  the 
revenue  appears  to  be  increasing.  By  an 
oflidal  return  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  is 
an  increase  m  the  five  weeks  of  the  present 
quarter,  which  ended  on  the  Srd  of  Feb- 
ruary, of  902,00(M.  as  compared  with 
the  corres(>onding  period  of  the  last  year. 

Sir,  I  think  I  ^aH  most  dearly  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  the  course  which 
his  majesty's  government  intend  to  pro- 
pose, by  first  apprising  them  of  the  reauc- 
tions  which  they  have  felt  themselves 
enabled  to  make  since  the  last  session  of 
parliament.  I  will  then  shew  what  our 
present  income  and  expenditure  are,  and 
whatia  the  actual  surplus  which  we  have 
realised ;  and  that  will  lead  me  to  the 
consideration  of  what  will  be  the  most  ex- 
pedient application  oCtfae  means  thus  ob- 
tained for  the  general  interests  of  the 
country.  For  the  sake  of  convenience,  I 
will  state  the  suras  in  round  numbers,  and 
abstain  from  those  details  which  there  will 
be  frequent  opportunities  hereailer  of 
examimng.  I  snail  now  state  the  amount 
of  the  supply  required  by  the  estimates  of 
the  present  year,  and  that  which  was  voted 
in  the  last  year ;  comparing  the  prindpal 
items,  and  shewing  what  is  the  proposed 
nett  saving. 

The  grant  for  the  Army,  ordinaries  and 
extraordinaries,  last  year,  was  8,756,000^ 
—the  proposed  grant  for  the  present  year 
is  7,748,000^  bemg  a  saving  of  998,000^. 
The  grant  for  the  Navy  last  year  was 
6»S82,Q0(y.— the  proposed  grant  for  the 
present  year  is  5,497,000^  being  a  savbg 
of  885,000L  The  grant  for  the  Ordnance 
last  year  was  lyOO^yOOOA  the  proposed 
grant  for  the  present  year  is  1,200,000/. 
hdag  an  apparent  exceeding  of  lOSfiOOir 
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but  it  must  be  recollected,  that  last  year 
considerable  aid  was  derived,  in  the  Ord- 
nance department,  from  the  sale  of  old 
stores:  when  this  circomstance  is  taken 
into  the  calculation,  instead  of  any  excess 
in  the  Ordnance  of  the  present  year,  there 
is,  in  point  offset,  an  actual  diminution  of 
charge  to  tl»e  amount  of  above  100,0001. 
For  the  Miscellaneous  services  of  lastyear, 
the  grant  was  1,890,000/.— the  proposed 
grant  for  the  present  year  is  1,700,000/. 
being  a  saving  of  1 90,000/.  The  total  of 
the  supplies  voted  in  the  last  year,  exclu- 
sive or  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  upon 
Exchequer  bills,  was  18,107,000/.  while 
the  total  of  the  supplies  which  it  will  be 
proposed  to  vote  in  the  present  year  is 
16,145,000/,  making  a  clear  reduction  of 
1,962,000/. — This  is  the  actual  reduction, 
exdusive  of  the  sum  of  80,000/.  for  coast 
blockade,  transferred  from  the  department 
of  the  Customs  to  the  navy  estimates,  and 
which  did  not  formerly  belong  to  them. 
This  sum  ought  to  be  added  to  the  gene- 
ral reduction,  and  will  consequently  make 
it  amount  to  above  2,042,000/. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  a  comparison  of 
the  estimates  of  the  present  year  with  the 
estimates  of  the  year  1820,  and  also  with 
the  prospective  estimates  in  the  report  of 
the  finance  committee  of  1 817.  The  total 
supply  voted  bv  parliament  in  1820  was 
19,673,000/.— that  to  be  proposed  in  the 
present  year  is,  as  1  have  already  stated, 
16,145,000/.— Being  a  reduction  in  the 
supply  of  the  present  year,  as  compared  with 
the  supply  of  the  year  1820,  of  3,528,000/.  t 
and,  as  compared  with  the  supply  of  last 
year,  of  rather  more  than  2,000,000/. 
if  we  compare  the  aggregate  of  the 
Army,  Navy,  Ordnance,  and  Miscellaneoua 
services  in  the  estimates  of  the  present 
year,  with  that  contained  in  the  Report  of 
the  Finance  committee  of  1817,  we  shall 
find  that  there  is  a  reduction  of  1 ,904,000/. ; 
but  if  we  deduct  700,000/  from  that  sum, 
on  account  of  the  diffi»rence  in  the 
interest  of  the  unfunded  debt  depending^ 
upon  other  causes  than  the  expenses  of 
the  year,  the  reduction  will  be  1,204,000/. 
8o  that,  on  the  whole  it  appears,  there 
is,  in  the  present  year,  a  reduction  of 
l,171,000/.Delow  thelowest  estimate  of  our 
peace  expenditure  as  set  forth  in  the  re* 
port  of  the  finance  committee ;  a  reduc- 
tion of  3,606,000/.  below  the  estimates  of 
1820 ;  and  a  reduction  of  rather  mote  than 
2,000,000/.  below  the  estimates  of  last, 
year.  And  here,  I  must  beg  leave  to  call 
the  particidar  atttetion  of  the  House  to 
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the  sum  on  wbich  this  amount  of  above 
2,000,000/.  has  been  saved.  It  should  not 
be  considered  as  saved  on  the  gross  sura 
of  18,107,000/,  being  the  supplies  voted 
last  year,  for  from  that  sum  there  must  be 
deducted  about  5,000,000/.  of  dead  expen- 
diture of  the  Army,  Navy,  Ordnance,  &c. 
applied  in  half-pay»  (pensions,  and  annuities 
over  which  his  majesty's  government  have 
110  control  whatever.  The  actual  sum, 
therefore,on  which  this  saving  of  2,000,000/. 
hasbeen  really  effected  isabout  14,500,000/. 
being  a  saving  of  about  one-seventh  on 
the  whole  charge. 

Now,  Sir,  although  I  have  thought  it 
the  most  satisfactory  course  to  present  to 
the  House  what  the  estimates  of  the  or« 
dlnar^  expenditure  of  the  present  year 
are,  m  ocder  that  they  may  be  enabled 
the  better  to  compare  them  with  the  esti- 
mates of  former  years,  and  to  distinguish 
the  amount  of  the  savings  which  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  have  been  able  to  effect; 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  I  ought  to  state, 
that  there  are  two  extraordinary  charges, 
for  which  parliament  will  be  called  upoii 
to  provide  m  the  present  year,  which  are 
not  likely  to  recur,  and  which  must  rest> 
for  their  justification,  upon  their  own  me- 
Tits.  1  will  now  merely  state  what  those 
extraordinary  charges  are ;  and  show  how 
it  is  proposed,  that  they  shall  be  covered, 
without  prejudice  to  the  general  financial 
system  on  which  his  majesty^s  government 
are  now  acting,  under  the  declared  sense 
of  parliament.  The  first  is,  the  eztraor- 
dmary  expense,  arising  out  of  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  Ireland,  from  the  neces- 
sary employment  of  the  veteran  battalions, 
the  yeomanry  corps^  &c.  On  this  subject, 
it  is  intended  to  present  a  distinct  esti- 
mate. The  second  extraordinary  expense 
is  a  proposed  grant  to  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital. The  vote  intended  for  the  extraor- 
dinary expemies  growing  out  of  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  Ireland,  will  be  350,000/.; 
an  expense  which  we  hope  may  terminate 
even  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  if 
the  measures  now  in  progress  for  the 
restoration  of  public  tranquillity  shall 
happily  be  attended  with  the  desired 
effect.  The  grant  to  Greenwich  Hospital 
will  amount  to  320»000/.,  the  neeessity  for 
vhich  has  been  occasioned  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  some,  and  the  cessation  of  other 
sources  of  revenue,  which  accrued  to  tliat 
▼aluable  inatitutidn  daring  the  war,  from 
the  pay  of  seamen,  prize-money,  Stc 
This  aid,  I  am  happy  to  assure  the  House, 
will  not  be  required  in  another  year^  m 
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means  are  in  contemplation,  which  will 
next  year  enable  my  noble  friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  by  further  reduc- 
tions in  our  naval  expenditure,  to  include 
that  sum  in  the  general  estimates  of  the 
navy,  takine  them  at  their  present  amount* 

Having  thus,  Sir,stated  the  amount  of  the 
reductions  which  his  majesty's  government 
are  enabled  to  propose  m  the  expenditure 
of  the  country,  I  come  to  consider  what  the 
state  of  our  income  is,  as  compared  with 
our  expenditure,  and  what  is  the  actual 
surplus  which  parliament  can  now  dispose 
of  for  the  public  benefit.  But  before  I 
enter  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  must 
request  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Resolution, 
founded  on  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  to  which  the  House  came  m 
June  1819. 

VHere  the  Clerk  read  the  Resolution^  as 
Jbu(ms:2 

**  That  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  to  make  such  pro- 
gressive reduction  of  the  national  debt,  as 
may  adequately  support  public  credit,  and 
to  afford  to  the  country  a  prospect  of  fu- 
ture rdief  from  a  part  of  its  present  bur- 
thens: it  is  absolutely  necessary,  Uiat  there 
should  be  a,  clear  surplus  of  the  income 
of  the  country,  btfyona  its  expenditure,  oi 
not  less  than  5,000,000/.;  and  that,  with 
a  view  to  the  attainment  of  this  important 
object,  it  is  expedient  now  to  increase  the 
income  of  the  country  bv  the  imposition 
of  taxes  to  the  amotmt  of  3,000,000/.  per 
annum.'* 

Sir,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  situation  in  which  parlia- 
ment and  his  majesty's  government  are 
placed  with  reference  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Resolution,  thus  wisely  re- 
corded in  our  Journals ;  and  in  strict  con** 
formity  to  the  principle  of  which  Resolu- 
tion, his  majesty's  ministers  have  since 
acted,  in  all  they  have  done,  with  regard 
to  the  finances  of  the  country.  The  first 
question  is — what,  after  comparing  our  in-* 
come  with  our  expenditure,  is  the  dearsur^ 
plus  which  we  can  use  in  furtherance^ 
of  the  object  declared  to  be  **  absokitely 
necessary"  in  the  resolution  which  we* 
have  just  heard?  The  accounts  which 
I  am  now  about  to  submit  to  the  House, 
are  prepared  on  the  prinoiplc  of  exhibit-» 
ing  the  whole  of  our  nett  annual  receipts 
aim  charges,  and  thus  arriving  at  n 
balance,  without  involving  the. account  in 
the  details  of  the  system  of  the  sinking 
fpnd  as  at  present  established  by  law*  1. 
begin  with  the  income;  and  I  take  th» 
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feveone  of  latt  year  as  the  basit  of 
my  calculation ;  aitiimiiig  nothiag  on  the 
proapect  df  its  iiiiproTeiiient»  although 
Its  progress  for  seiForal  years,  aod  its 
present  progressiTe  state,  nugbt  well 
warrant  me  in  so  doin^.  But,  oa 
the  whole,  I  think  it  u  belter  to 
take  the  revenue  as  it  stands;  leaving 
any  extraordinary  improvement  that  may 
take  place  to  meet  any  extraordinary 
charge  which  may  occur.  The  actual  in- 
come for  18121,  was  55,997,000^  To  this, 
however,  I  am  entitled  to  add  80,0002., 
being  the  saving  to  the  Customs  by  the 
transfer  of  the  coast  blockade  to  the 
Mavy ;  and  150,000/. ;  being  the  saving 
in  revenue^  and  other  departments,  by 
deductions  proposed  to  be  mado  from 
offices,  superannuations,  &c  the  principle 
and  extent  of  which  deductions,  my  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of.  the  Ex- 
chequer has  given  notice  of  his  intention, 
at  an  early  day,  to  bring  under  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  House.  These  two  sums 
■mke  together  230,000^ ;  and  if  we  add 
them  to  the  actual  revenue  of  1821, 
namely,  55«99?,000^  they  will  make  the 
sum  of  56,227,000/.  From  this  sum, 
however,  I  must  deduct  480,000/.  lost  to 
the  revenue  by 'the  repeal  of  the  horse 
tax ;  HOQfiOOL  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
esipl  this  yiMur  under  the  head  of  French 
looemnity,  being  less  by  that  sum  than 
last  year;  and  219,000/.,  the  sum  repaid 
fer  public  works  in  1821.  These  three 
sums  make  together  999,000/.,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  56,227,000/.;  reducing  the 
inctome,  on  which  I  have  a  right  to  ^cu* 
lite  for  th^  present  year,  to  55,228,000/. 
In  adverting  to  the  French  Indemnity,  I 
cannot  but  do  homage  to  the  fidelity 
and  high  honour  with  which  France  has 
wound:  up  all  her  pecuniary  transactions 
with  4he  several  European  powers.  The 
proportion  of  the  French  contributions 
which,  under  treaty,  belonged  to  this 
country,  it  m^  be  satisfactory  to  state, 
will  have  realised  to  the  public  not  less 
than  700,000/.  clear,  after  accounting 
with  the  Netherland's  government,  under 
our  treaties,  for  1,529,000/.,  and  covering 
also  the  extraordinary  charge  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  of  Occupation  in  France,  be- 
yond the  rate  allowed  by  that.  State  for 
its  maintenaiice. 

'  I.now  proceed  to  the  sutement  of  the 
Expenditure  for  the  present  year.  The 
charge  upon  the  coasdidated  fund,  ex- 
/elusive*  c^  the  sinking  fund  is » divided 
nnder  two  beads  »^29*600>000/.  for  the 
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dividends  and  management  of  the  unre- 
deemed funded  debt,  and  2,041,000/.  for 
other  permanent  charges;  making  to- 
gether 31,650,000/.  The  interest  on  Ex- 
chequer bills  (including  Exchequer  bills 
on  the  consolidated  fund,  and  an  arrear 
of  200,000/.  to  the  Bank  of  England,  not 
to  occur  again)  is  1,500,000/.  The. army, 
exclusive  of  the  extraordinary  aid  re- 
quired in  Ireland  to  which  I  have  already 
adver  ted,andof  the  expenseof  recruitingand 
dothingfor  the  regiments  serving  in  India, 
is  7,748,000/.  The  navy  is  5,500,000/.: 
the  Ordnance,  1,200,000/. :  the  Miscella- 
neous charges  1,700,000/.;  and  Greenwich 
Hospiul,  320,000/. ;  making  a  total  ex- 
penditure, exclusive  of  extra  expendi- 
ture for  Ireland,  of  49,618,000/.  If 
we  add  the  estimated  extra  expenditure 
inlreland,  the  amount  will  be 49,968,000/.; 
and  after  deducting  this  sum  from  the. 
total  amount  ^  income,  namely 
55,228,000/.,  there  will  remain  a  clear 
surplus .  over,  all  the  expenditure  of  the 
year,  extraordinary  as  well  as. ordinary » 
of  5,260,000/. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Army  Estimates, 
I  wish  to  obs«rve,  that  therein  it  is  as- 
sumed, that  200,000/.  will  be  actually 
paid  by  the  East  India  Company  in  the 
present  year,  for  .its  proportion  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  king*s  troops  in  India, 
as  issued  by  his  majesty's  government  in 
Europe.  This  sum  is  regularly  issued  by 
the  paymaster-general,  but  not'  repaid 
within  the  year  by  the  company.  It  is 
carried  to  an  account  current  between  the 
government  and  the  company.  .  And  what 
IS  to  be  desired  is,  that  the  company 
should  replace  by  quarterly  issues  to  the 
paymaster-general,  the  paymenu  made 
on  account  of  the  Indian  army,  in  order 
to  simplify  the.  estimates  of  the  year.  I 
shall  still  hope,  tlut  no  serious  objection 
can  be  made  to  this  course  of  proceeding, 
as  the  company  do  not  dispute  the  charae 
against  them  on  this  head,  and  as  the  only 
question  is  in  regard  to  the  niode  of  bring- 
ing it  to  account.  There  is  also  another 
subject  of  negotiation  between  his  ma* 
jesty's  government,  and  the  East  India 
company,  on  which  we  have  not  yet  been 
successful,  but  in  which,  knowing,  as  I 
do,  the  liberality  and  honour  of  that  dis- 
tinguished body,  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
but  that  we  shall  eventually  succeed ;  and 
thai  is.  Sir,  to  induce  the  East  India  com- 
pany to  bear  their  fair  proportion  of  the 
dead  charge  on  the  king's  army  in.  India. 
It  surely  is  not-an  unreasonable  expecta- 
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tiOB,  when  the  stale  fiiniialies  90«000  nea 
for  their  service,  titat  the  East  Imlta  com* 
pony  should  bear  a  imw  proportioo  of  the 
expense  of  such  of  the  troops  as  are.  In 
the  natural  course  of  service,  pensioned 
ami  sent  home.  If  this  circumstance  had 
not  been  overlooked,  it  most  have  been 
made  a  matter  of  stipulation  on  the  re^^ 
newal  of  the  company's  charter.  It  la 
not  intended,  however,  to  give  this  claim 
a  retrospective  i&fiect;  and  although  hit 
majesty's  goveniment  have  not  hitherto 
been  successful  in  persuading  the  East 
India  compaur  to  accede  to  the  proposi* 
tioh  even  us  thus  limited,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  sense  of  justice  will  ultimately  in« 
duce  th^t  company  to  contribute  their 
Just  share,  in  so  for  as  this  branch  of  the 
public  expraditure  is  concerned,  to  the 
relief  of  the  burdens  of  the  sute. 

And  now.  Sir,  before  I  enter  into  the 
n>easures  which  parliament  ought  to  adopt, 
in  consequence  of  the  means  which,  by 
the  surplas  of  the  revenue  over  the  ex- 
penditure, are  piaoed  at  Its  disposal,  I 
feel  that  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the 
Himse*— r  feel  that  I  should  not  do  justice 
to  my  right  hon«  firiend,  near  me,  if  I  did 
not  siacerely  congratulate  them  on  the 
eminent  financial  position  to  which  the 
country  has  noiw  attained.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  nuapevous  and  complicated  diffi- 
culties, and  the  severe  pressure  under 
which  it  has  been  ^bourtog,  not  more 
than  three  short  years  have  elapsed,  since 
the  passing  of  tlie  Hesolution  which  has 
been  read  b^  the  clerk ;  and  yet,  in  that 
time,  my  right,  hon.  friend  has  accom- 
plished the  labour  to  which  hewas  pledged 
by  that  Resolution.  He  has  sectired  for 
the  country,  a  dear,  undi^ted,  available 
surplus  revenue  of  5,000,000i«  The  pri«« 
ciple  of  finance,  which  my  right  hon. 
friend.  In  ooocert  with  my  noble  friend  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury,  haa  pursued 
with  ao  much  zeal,  and  which  fortunately 
met  with  the  approbation  and  sanction  of 
parliament,  has  been  crowned  with  coon* 
i>lete  Buecess ;  and  my  right  hoa«  firiend 
m%  now  that  we  are  returned  to  a  state 
of  peace,  the  proud  satisfaction,  after  car* 
rying  the  finances  of  the  country  with 
trivmiph  through  a  war  attended  with  a 
more  heavy  and  complicated  expense 
than  any  in  which  we  were  ever  Defore 
engaged,  not  only  to  have  equalised  the 
revenue  with  the  expenditure,  but  to  have 
enabled  parliament  to  realise  a  solid  sys^- 
tem  of  public  credit,  founded  on  the  basis 
of  a  large  surplus  income;    thus  placing 
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in  the  habda  of  tins 'House  a  nrtost  powers 
flit  instrtMMnt,  if  wiaely  and  properly 
used,  (or  rapidly  pinwiing  the  regeoerw* 
tion  of  the  public  prosperity. 

And  this  brings  me.  Sir,  to  the  policy 
of  the  hon.  aad  learned  gentleman  oppo* 
site,  as  contrasted  witk  the  policy  of  ^is 
i^ajesty's  govomroent.  The  quesden  £ee 
yoo  to  decide  ia,  will  the  intereits  of  the 
country  be  be&t  consulted  by  sweepWig 
awoy  all  this  surpliu  revemie  which  you 
have  been  at  so  much  pains,  and  have 
bestowed  ao  much  labour,  to  create;  and 
by  giving  it  at  once  to  tibe  people,  under 
all  the  haaards  of  such  an  act,  even  to  the 
regufau*  payment  of  the  dividends  to  the 
public  creditor ;  under  all  the  inevitable 
depression  of  public  and  of  private  credit  t 
under  the  danger,  or  indeed  the  certaintyj 
of  suddenly  iamuvii^  the  veaources  of 
the  country,  publio  and  private;  for  the 
purpose  of  attovdiiig  what,  in  point  of  fo^ 
wotild,  after  all,  be  a  very  limited  relief  to 
those  who  ate  now  undergoing  a  temper 
rary  disti«ss  i  WIU  you,  for  purposes  m 
inadequate,  and  at  tlie  risk  of  evila  so  in^ 
calcokbly  great,  abandon  at  once,  as  the 
boo.  and  learned  gentleman  recommends 
y#u  to  do,  all  the  great  principles-  on 
wliich  you  have  hitherto  sustained  betit 
public  aad  private  credit  ?  Or,  wilhyott 
not  rather,  standiae  on  the  firm  vantage 
ground  whidi  you  nave  created  for  your* 
selves,  determine  to  consult  the  tme  in* 
terests  and  peHnaneni  prosperity  ef  the 
nation  f  and  of  no  part  of  it  more  than  of 
those  woo  are  at  present  suffering),  bjf  n^ 
solutely  maintaining  your  loi>g  estslbhsbed 
principles  of  public  faith,  and  of  pubKe 
credit? 

It  must  be  in  the  receilectien  of  the 
House,  that  from  the  first  momenti  at 
which  my  right  hon.  friend,  after  the  re^ 
torn  of  peace,  opmied  the  view  o»w4uoil 
his  majesty*s  government  were  deslraua 
of  acting,  with  respect  to  the  finances  ef 
the  country,  their  object  has  invariably 
been  to  aostain  and  improve  the  public 
credit,  in  such  a  manner  aa  might  enirtiie 
them  eventuaUy  to  relieve  the  country 
from  a  very  considerable  part  aff  its  pres^* 
sure,  hy  diminishing  the  high  interest  on 
a  large  pottien  of  the  ptibliodebt.  To 
that  sttfajfea  I  wish  now  to  adfert  Inthe 
first  place,  the  House  are-  awiare,  that  rl|e 
capftal  of  that  pasi  of  the  vatbaal  dieht 
which  iiears  an  loterMt  of  five  per  cen*,  ia 
not  Ito  than  ISSfiOOfiQOL ;  and  that  the 
capital  of  that  part  of  the  natiobai  debt^ 
which  bears  an  mierest  of  fbur  per  cen% 
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h  not  lefiB  llun  IBfiOO.QOOL  The  interest 
of  the  former  ut  7»750,000/.;  tliat  of  the 
UUer  3,000^000/.;  ttiaklog  togeth^  an 
annual  charge  of  10,75(MX)0/.  1  he  object 
which  his  miyesty's  roini»ters  liatre  oonti* 
miallv  had  io  view,  has  been  to  redhce 
that  nigh  rate  of  intereft.  To  that  object 
their  attention  has  been  anziously  di« 
reeted ;  and  I  nov  call  upoD  the  House  to 
eenaider  vhait  relief  sueh  reduction  will 
afford  t  what  effect  it  is  likely  to  hare  on 
the  icnmediate  resources  of  the  country ; 
and  what  are  the  eventual  results  which 
may,  fairly  be  expected  from  the  adoption 
9fsiich«  system  of  financtal  policy. 

If  «)e  steadily  adhere  to  the  Resolution 
to  which  we  stand  pledged,  a  considerable 
reduction  will  annually  take  place  in  the 
aoioant  of  our  debt,  sustaining  in  every 
way  the  public  credit  of  the  country,  ac- 
celerating the  rise  of  the  iiinds,  and,  in 
consequence^  the  lowering  of  the  interest 
of  money,  therd»y  afforc&g  a  substantial 
relief  to  every  class  in  the  community; 
tbe&ial  advanta^  of  which  will  be  most 
extensive  and  raiportant.  Instead  of 
breakiog  down  public  credit,  and  losing 
aU  the  »ivantog^  thence  to  be  derived, 
we  shall  oaaintain  public  credit,  and  be 
enabled  in  the  management  of  our 
finances,  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  fa* 
▼eufiMe  occurrences  growing  oat  of  sueh 
ao  improved  condition  of  public  affairs. 
By  pursuing  tke  ceiirse  which  I  kave  de* 
scribed,  not  only  shall  we  be  enabled  to 
afford  a  present  relief  to  the  consmunity, 
but  we  may  look  forward  to  the  prospect 
of  progressively  redadng,  and  that  at  no 
very  distant-day,  not  oely  the  whole  of 
the  five  but  also  the  four  per  cents,  peaai« 
biy  to  a  three  per  cent  stock.  Such  a 
state  of  things  cannot  immediatdy  be  ex* 
peeted,  but  the  House  will  recollect,  that 
It  was  only  six  years  after  Mr.  Pitt  first 
established  a  sinking  lund  of  a  milKoa 
(which  bore  a  much  less  proportion  te  the 
then  debt^  than  that  which  the  House,  if 
they  persevere  in  the  system  J  recom* 
mead,  will  niiaintain),  when  on  the  basis 
of  thatseoufficy  to  f!ab\lc  credit,  the  three, 
per  cents  from  being  as  low  as  58,  rose  le 
97  and  a  fraction.  If  the  p«Uic  credit, 
therefore,  should  be  sustained  aa  bis  ma^ 
jesty's  govensojwnt  propose  te  sustain  it^ 
a  shopter  perioil  msiy  be  required  with  tfos 
eperatioeof  a  Mnking  fund  of  5,000,000/^ 
instead  of  l,000,OOQf.,  to  place  ua  ia  a 
situation  of-aimilar  advantage.^  At  present^ 
the  tjitee  per  cents  are  at  78  ;  tlie  inter* 
Vtti>  tber^re  in  all  iirababiliiy  yiU  not  be 


long,  if  we  are  resolute  in  maintaining  the 
ymmc  credit,  before  we  may  hope  to  see 
the  funds  at  such  a  price,  as  may  enable 
us  to  reduce  the  interest  upon  the  whole 
of  the  great  mass  both  of  the  five  and  the 
ieur  per  cents. 

To  judge  of  the  utmost  et tent  of  re* 
source  that  may  be  derived  from  the  con* 
version  of  this  part  of  the  public  debt  into 
funds  bearing  a  lower  interest,  we  may 
suppose,  although  the  operation  connnt 
be  otherwise  than  progressive,  the  whole 
reduced  into  a  three  per  cent  stock. 
Taking  the  estimate  upon  this  acale,  a 
dear  savmg  of  S,700,(XM.  of  annual  re* 
venue  would  be  e&cted.  Such  is  the 
finalicial  prosperity  that  will  result  from 
the  principle  of  maintaining  instead  of 
abandoning,  public  credit.  In  the  one 
caiCi  we  stiall  be  enabled  to  reduce  our 
expenditure  in  this  single  instance,  to  the 
amount  of  above  three  millions  and  a  half ; 
in  the  other,  it  is  not  too  raudi  to  assferti 
that  we  must  abandon  all  hope  of  aecom't 
plishing  any  considerable  reduction  either 
of  the  five  per  cents,  or  of  the  four  per 
cents.  Such  a  result,  in  truth,  must  he 
utterly  hopeless,  if  a  system,  so  detri** 
mental  to  public  credit  as  that  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentlemaa,  should  be  resort** 
ed  te. 

I  am  convinced,  therefore,  that  when  I 
say  tbe  sum  of  8,700,000/.  wiU  be  thus 
saved  to  the  pubfic  from  the  reduction  of 
Interest,  I  am  stating  only  the  smallest 
item  of  tbe  advantages  which  the  country 
wiH  oiijoy  from  the  support  of  poblto 
credit;  for  in  my  conscience  1  be-* 
lieve,  that  the  efect  on  the  general  in* 
terests  throughout  the  empire,  will  be 
much  more  extensive  and  important, 
even  than  the  effect  produced  by  so  large 
a  reduction  of  the  interest  on  the  natiomd 
debt. 

I  conjure  the  House,  therefore,  as  they 
have  had  the  manliness  to  face  all  the  dif<* 
fieitlties  hitherto  opposed  to  them — as 
tlietr  sense  of  moral  duty  has  induced 
them,  in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  to  re-es4 
tablish  tbe  true  standard  of  our  currency  t 
from  whioh,  I  trust,  no  situation  of  tbmgs 
witt  ever  tempt  ua  to  depart—*!  conjure 
ihem  to  be  no  less  firm  and  resolute  in  es« 
tablishing  the  standard  of  our  public  ere* 
dit.  In  doing  so,  they  will  confirm  the 
p«blicproR)erity;  for,  as  sure  as  the  needle 
la  true  to  the  pole,  so  sure  is  it  that  the 
general  preisperity  of  the  country  depends 
substantmllT  on  the  inamtenance  of  her 
pttbKc  cesdit.    StORidiiig  on  tbe  atceagih 
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«f  the  system  which  has  heen  crested — 
•tandiDg  on  the  authority  of  the  resolu- 
tion to  which  parliament  came  in  1819» 
that  <<  CO  afford  to  the  countnr  a  prospect 
of  Aiture  relief  from  a  part  of  its  present 
burthens,  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  that 
there  should  be  a  clear  surplus  of  the  in- 
come of  the  country  beyond  its  expendi- 
ture of  not  less  than  5,000,000/."— I  have 
now  to  communicate  to  the  House,  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  bis  majesty's  govern- 
ment, without  loss  of  time,  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  for  the  reduction  of  the 
higher  rates  of  interest  payable  to  the 
public  creditor.  I  am  confident,  that  this 
operation  will  be  eiected  with  perfect  fa- 
cility, so  soon  as  parilament  shall  have 
shetrn  itself  firm  to  its  purpose ;  and  when 
the  country  shall,  through  a  conviction  of 
this  determination,  be  relieved  from  the 
gloomy  apprehensions  resulting  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  menaces, 
and  from  those  hints  of  some  frightful, 
but  obscure,  <<  necessity,*'  which  is  to 
over-role  all  our  deliberations  on  this  sub- 
ject. "  Necessity,"  Sir,  « is  the  tvrant's 
plea ;"  and  I  look  at  it  with  equal  alarm 
and  jealousy,  when  it  peeps  from  under 
the  gown  of  a  professional  man,  as  when 
it  comes  from  the  mouth  of  a  conqueror, 
or  a  despot ;  for,  in  either  case,  it  threat- 
ens destruction  to  the  first  principles  of 
justice,  morality,  and  law.  It  is  evident, 
that  the  word  *<  necessity,"  as  used  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman — and  I 
have  not  chosen  to  put  so  strong  a  con- 
struction upon  the  term,  as  my  frielids 
around  me  think  I  should  have  been  war- 
ranted in  doing,  because  I  do  not  think  it 
for  the  public  interest  to  give  to  it  such  an 
alarming  construction — it  is  evident,  that 
the  word  **  necessity,"  used  in  the  ob- 
scure and  ominous  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  used  it,  is  cal« 
eulated  to  excite  apprehension  in  every 
loyal  and  virtuous  mind,  and  to  blight  the 
great  sources  of  our  prosperity  and  power ; 
unless  parliament  shall,  at  the  very  outset, 
boldly  oppose  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman's projects,  and  uphold,  with  a 
strong  hand,  the  principles  to  which  they 
have  been  indebted  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  national  character^  and  of  the  public 
interests  and  hoaor. 

In  looking  at  what  may  be  the  immedi- 
ate  relief  to  the  country  from  a  reduction 
of  the  five  per  cents,  1  shall  take  the  four 
per  cents  at  the  price  at  which  they  were 
a  day  or  two  ago  when  I  made  mv  calcu- 
latiooi  oamely  97.    It  is  intended,  in  the 
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first  insunce,  to  convert  the  five  per  cerit 
into  a  four  per  cent  stock.  The  House 
will  see  that  as  the  three  per  cents  bear  ior 
the  market  a  higher  relative  price  than  the 
three  and  a  half  per  cents,  and  as  the  three 
and  a>  half  per  cents  also  bear  a  higher 
relative  price  than  the  four  per  cents,  a 
larger  immediate  saving  might  be  obtained 
from  the  reduction  of  the  Aire  into  a  three 
percent  fund,  than  will  be  obtained  by  its 
reduction  into  a  four  per  cent  f«it)d ;  but 
this  would  not  be  sufficient  to  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  the  saving  which  wiH  here- 
after arise  from  the  reduction  of  the  four 
per  cent  stock  into  a  three  percent  stock,' 
when  the  price  of  the  funas  may  render 
such  a  measure  desirable.  As  an  opera^ 
tion  of  policy,  therefore,  and  of  ultimate 
profit,  it  is  much  more  expedient  that  the 
five  per  cents  shoold,^in  the  first  instance, 
be  reduced  to  a  four  per  cent  fund,  by 
which  only  a  small  addition  will  be  made 
to  the  capital  of  the  debt ;  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  country  may  ex* 
pact  an  additional  saving  to  arise  out  of  a 
reduction  of  the  four  per  cents. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  market  price  of 
the  four  per  cents  at  97»  the  conversion 
of  the  155,000,000/.  of  five  per  cent  into 
four  per  cent  stock,  will  effect  an  imme* 
diate  saving  of  1,420,000/.  It  may  be  a 
little  more  or  a  little  less,  according  to 
the  bonus  to  be  given  to  the  holders,  and 
to  the  fluctuations  of  the  market  at  the 
time;  but  the  calculation  is  sufficiently 
accurate  for  all  purposes  of  reasoning 
upon  its  efiect.  I  assume,  therefore,  that 
after' having  applied  the  5,000,000/.  sur- 
plus in  liquidation  of  debt,  which  parlia- 
ment, by  its  resolution  of  1819,  declared 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  pubHc  credit,  we  may,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year,  efiect,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  five 'per  cent  to  the  four 
per  cent  stock,  a  further  clear  annual 
saving  of  1,400,000/.  It  is  then  for  par- 
liament to  determine  what,  under  the 
i  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
shall  be  the  application  of  that  sum. 
When  Parliament  declared  by  its  resolu- 
tion, that  a  sinking  fund  of  5,000>000/« 
was  indispensable,  it  reserved  to  itsdf  to 
deci^  at  a  future  period,  whether  any 
excess  of  the  fund  above  that  sum  should 
be  applied,  at  compound  interest  or  other- 
wise, to  accelerate  the  reduction  of  our 
debt, — to  alleviate  the  public  burthens  by 
a  diminution  of  taxation— -or  partly  to 
the  one,  and  partly  to  the  other«of  these 
objects.  Under  the  present  ctrcumstances 
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of  the  country,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
ffftjing,  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  pressure  of  the  existing  distress,  I 
think  we  ought,  at  the  present  moment, 
to  devote  thb  sum  of  l,4O0,00(tf.  to  the 
reduction  of  taxation,  rather  than  direct 
it  to  the  augraentatioo  of  the  sinking  fund, 
or  divide  it  between  these  two  objects  ; 
were  it  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  show 
the  anxioos  desire  of  parliament  to  do 
what  it  can  in  the  way  of  relief — and  to 
prove  Its  sympathy  in  the  distresses  of 
the  country. 

The  question  now  is,  assuming  that  the 
conversion  of  the  Eve  per  cents  into  four 
per  cents  wilJ  place  a  saving  of  interest 
to  the  amount  of  1,4€0,000^.  at  the  dis- 
posal of  parliament ;  and  assuming  that 
the  House  shall  consider  it  most  advisable 
to  apply  this  sum  to  the  remission  of  tax- 
ation (which  they  are  fortunately  en- 
abled to  do  without  any  violation  of  their 
svMem),  in  what  way  can  parliament  effect 
that  object,  so  as,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  to  afford  the  greatest 
relief  to  the'  existing  distress  ?  Perhaps, 
if  this  were  simplv  a  question  of  ary 
financial  policy,  and  that  we  were  merely 
to  inquire  as  to  the  tax  the  remission  of 
which  could  most  rapidly  be  brought  to 
bear  in  effecting  the  projected  aid,  I  should 
have  had  some  hesitation  in  fixing  on  that 
which  I  am  about  to  mention  to  the 
House.  But,  afler  the  most  anxious  and 
mature  deliberation  on  the  part  oi  his 
majesty's  government,  it  appears  to  them, 
that  as  malt  is  the  article  on  which  par- 
liament last  felt  the  necessity  of  imposing 
a  tax— as  that  tax  is  one  respecting 
which  great  anxfety  seems  to  exist,  as 
the  repeal  of  a  portion  of  the  malt  tax 
has  been  pointed  out  (whether  on  solid 
principles  or  not,  I  wilt  not  stay  to  con- 
sider) as  the  surest  means  of  affording  re- 
lief to  the  agricultural  interest ;  and  as 
aueh  a  measure  appears  to  be  the  best 
pledge  parliament  can  give  of  its  inclina- 
tion to  grant  relief  whenever  it  possesses 
the  power  to  do  soi—it  is  the  intention 
of  my  right  hon.  friend,  when  the  annual 
malt  duty  oomes  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  «« Malt;"  the  effect  of  which  will 
be,  to  take  off  the  duty  of  one  shilling  a 
bushel,  or  eight  shillings  a  quarter ;  and 
thereby  to  relieve  the  country  from  the 
payment  of  between  1,400,00(M.  and 
l,iOO,000/.  per  annum. 

Sir,  I  should  deeply  lament  if  this  relief 
wete  afforded  by  injuring  the  integrity  of 


the  system,  so  essential  to  the  public 
saiisty  and  welfare,  or  by  trepching  on 
those  funds  which  are  indispensable  fo^ 
the  support  of  that  system.  But  that  is 
not  the  case ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  add,  that  my  right  hon.  fqend  will  be 
able  to  suggest  wavs  and  means  for  the 
repaymeht  of  the  duty  advanced  on  the 
stock  in  hand ;  without  affecting  the  ge-« 
neral  principle  on  which  we  have  hitherto 
acted^  and  on  which  I  trust  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  act. 

It  is  usual  on  occasions  like  this,  to 
look  forward  a  little  to  the  probable  ope- 
ration of  any  measure  beyond  the  present 
year ;  and  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  such  an  anticipation.  At  the 
same  time,  I  feel  that  although  in  what  I 
have  already  stated,  as  to  the  present 
year,  I  am  borne  out  by  actual  accounts; 
what  I  am  about  to  state  of  the  probable 
results  in  succeeding^  years,  must  be  in 
some  degree  conjectural.  I  hope,  there- 
fore,  in  a  matter  necessarily  involving  so 
much  uncertainty,  the  House  will  receive 
what  1  am  about  to  state  with  indulgence. 
I  certainly  do  contemplate,  consistently 
with  the  mtegrity  of  tliat  system  which  I 
hope  parliament  will  determine*on  no  ac- 
count to  impair,  a  possible  additional  re-^ 
mission  of  taxes  in  the  next  session  of 
not  less. than  another  million  sterling — of 
course  reserving,  if  such  remission  should 
be  decided  on,  until  that  period  shall  ar- 
rive, the  consideration  of  the  best  way  in 
which  it  can  be  made.— I  hope  the  House 
will  forgive  me  if  I  venture  to  travel  one 
step  further,  and  endeavour  to  present  to 
them  a  slight  sketch  of  what  appears  likely 
to  be  our  progress,  in  the  six  years  fol- 
lowing the  next  year;  always  presuming 
that  the  House  will  not  destroy  the  svstem 
which  they  have  themselves  established 
for  the  support  of  the  public  prosperity, 
before  it  has  had  sufficient  scope  for  the 
attainment  of  its  object. 

The  million  to  be  remitted  next  year 
may  be  expected  to  arise  in  the  following 
manner  :—<xreenwich  hospital,  S^,000/. ; 
extra  charge  for  Ireland^  850,000/.;  arrear 
to  Bank,  200,000/. ;  interest  of  five  mil- 
lions sinking  fund,  180,000/.;  diminution 
of  dead  expense,  80,000/. ;— 1,130,000/, 
I  will  not  delay  the  House,  by  entering 
into  the  details  of  the  subject,  although 
I  have  the  materials  before  me,  which 
ahow  the  probability  that  there  will  be 
the  means  of  giving  a  further  relief^,  in 
the  jew  afler  the  next,  of  660,000/. ; 
atid,  in  the  subsequent  years,  of  about 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$79]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^ 

5iOsOO()2.  t  year;  if  the  cir^uoistaooes  of 
|he  country  «iiould  tliea  continue  to  re- 

Sire  a  further  remUsioD  of  taxes  in  pre- 
ence  to  applying  the  growing  produce 
of  this  fund  to  a  more  rapid  extinction  of 
the  public  debt:  and  this,  exclusive  of 
the  prospect  of  eventually  reducing  die 
four  per  cents.  If  we  look  forward  to  a 
series  of  six  yearV  perseverance  in  the 
plan  now  proposed,  of  course,  being  aware 
that  much  must  depend  upon  the  nature 
of  the  events  that  may  occur,  the  result 
will  be  this : — an  immedifUe  relief  in  the 
present  year  of  l,iOO,0(XW. ;  a  probable  ad- 
ditioDalreliefiotheoextyearon,000,OOOLs 
wd  a  further  sum  of  about  500,000^  in 
the  five  subsequent  years ;  making  a  total 
of  above  5,000,000^  exdusive  of  the  con- 
tingency oJf  the  reduction  of  the  four  per 
cents,  which  may  be  taken,  imder  fiivour- 
able  circumstances,  as  placing  a  sum  of 
pot  less  than  2fiO0t000L  more  at  our  dis- 
posal, which,  adddS  to  the  5,000,000/. 
will  give  us  the  means  of  remitting 
7,000,000/.  in  annual  taxation,  if  such 
disposition  of  the  amount  should  be  deem- 
ed by  this  House  most  fittinff»  in  addition 
to  the  18,000,000/.  of  aDoUal  taxes,  wbich 
were  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
tlie  interval,  the  sinking  fund,  continuins 
steadily  to  operate,  will  have  applied 
above  30,000,000/.  to  the  redempuon  of 
the  public  debL 

.  The  House  will,  I  trusty  receive  with 
indulgence  this  statement,  which  of  course 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  strictly  accurate, 
but  which  is  sufficiently  so  to  show  the 
Striking  contrast  between  the  system  re- 
commended by  bia  majesty's  governmenti 
and  that  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman.  1  shall  be  perfectly  prepared, 
at  some  future  period,  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  data  on  which  the  calcula* 
tions,  the  general  results  of  which  I  have 
just  communicated  to  the  House,  are 
founded.  1  know  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  may  say,  that  some  of  the  ma- 
terials on  which  I  calculate  prospectively, 
jure  to  be  equally  found  in  his  system. 
This  is  true  to  a  certab,  but  to  a  very 
linsited  extent.  No  doubt,  the  dead  ex** 
fiense  irauld  equAlly  &il  in  whichever 
ioourse  was  pnrsueo.  The  charge  of 
'iQreenwidi  Hospital  and  Ireland  aaight 
MuaUy  be  saved;  but  tlie  new  sources  of 
relief  on  which  I  rely  would  be  wholly  ex^ 
iiag^ished  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gaiule«> 
tnan's  suggestion.  The  aid  to  be  derived 
from  the  reduction  of  the  higher  rates  of 
interest  payable  on  our  debt,  estimated  at 
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abo^t  8,500,000/.  would  be  forfeited.  Tha 
annual  produce  of  the  sinking  fund,  taken 
at  180,000/.  per  annum,  could  not  exist 
when  the  fund  itself  was  destroyed;  nor  do 
I  conceive  that  the  revenue  would  present 
an  equal  prospect  of  growth. 

Having  thus.  Sir,  stated  to  the  House* 
the  general  financial  position  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  income,  expenditure,  and,  surplus 
resources ;  and  havmg  described  the  mode, 
in  which,  according  to  the  view  of  bis  roa«' 
jesty's  government,  those  resourcet  ought 
now  to  be  administered,  I  think  I  have 

rned  to  the  vlsm  of  parliament,  largely, 
means  of  relieving  the  counM^*  and  of 
contributing  to  its  prosperi^;  not  at  the 
expense  of  justice  and  good  faith,  but,  in 
a  manner  consonant  to  that  proud  and 
honourable  British  character,  which  it  has 
alwaysbeen  our  object  to  ^naintain.  I  think 
I  haveopenedaprogressivesyst^m  of  reducr 
tion  in  taxation,  which,  combined  with  that 
general  prosperity  which  the  .maii^enanctt 
of  public  credit  is  calculated  to  ensure* 
will  brinff  to  every  aubject  in  |he  realm  a 
relief,  iannitely  more  copious  and  substan- 
tial, than  could  result  from  the  destraictive 
sdiemes,  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  wouM  have  us  to  resort.  But, 
sir,  his  majesty's  government  feel,  that  they 
would  not  have  done  their  duty,  if  tliey  had 
confined  themselves  to  this  view,  although 
by  far  the  most  important,  of  the  position 
of  the  country.  They  feel,  that  they 
would  not  have  done  their  duty,  if  they 
had  not  directed  their  attention  to  copsiuer 
what  other  and  collateral  aids,  founded  on 
sound  and  solid  principles  of  financial  and 
political  economy,  might  assist  in  re-ani- 
mating the  industry  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  in  all  their  branches,  and  accele- 
rating the  march  of  returning  prosperity. 
And  this  brings  into  view  a  question,  whicli 
has  been  most  anxiously  disciissed  and 
dwelt  upon  both  in  and  out  of  this  House 
for,  there  is  scarcely  a  single  petiticyi,  that 
has  been  presented  to  us,  which,  dpes  not, 
in  some  manner  or  other,  allude  to  thai 
question,  and  which  does  not  attribute  the 
embanrasments  of  the  cQuntry  to  somor 
thing  connected  with  the  stata  of  the.  cir- 
culation. 

On  this  subject,  I  entirely  ceoour  with 
the  hon.  baronet  oppositn,  the  member  Jfor 
Westminater,t  in  entering  a  solemn  ^nd  un- 
qualified protest  against  shakiqgf  in  the 
slightest  degroe»  that  sound  s^istem  of  corr 
rcncy,  which,  so  much  to  the  honour  of 
parliament  and  so  much  to  the  boppnc  of 
the  moral  chacacier  of  the  country,  has 
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been  re^tabldied  and  consecrated   b^ 
the  bill  which  was  broaght  in  by  my  right 
bon.  firiend  near  roe  (Mr.  Peel).    For  ak 
though,  when  that  measure  was  under  dis- 
cnssion^  I  may  hove  had  shades  of  difierenee 
of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  precise  period 
at  which  the  resumption  of  cssh  payments 
might  roost  advantageously  have   been 
made  to  take  place,  no  man  could  be  more 
IbHy  persmided  than  myself,  that  the  mea- 
tore  was  in  itself  most  neeessary  and  salu«* 
tary ;  and,  having  happily  arrived  at  ita 
accomplishment,  no  roan  can  Irel  a  stran- 
ger determination  than  I  do  that  It  shall 
never  be  disturbed.     I,  therefore,  most 
solemnly  declare,  that  if  any  thing  I  am 
going  to  propose  conhd  be  Justly  considered 
a^^ndicatingany  disposition  to  lay  a  sacri-* 
legions  hand  on  that  measure,  I  would  be 
f  1:^  last  man  in  this  House  to  stand  ap  and 
make  s«ch  a  proposition.    But,  Sir,  his 
majesty's  gorernmeot  do  conceite  that, 
eonsist^nt^  with  the  pteaervation  of  the 
present  standard  of  our  currency,  much 
relief  mipht  arise  to  all  the  industrious 
classes  ofthe  comaaunity,  and  considerable 
facility  might  be  afforded  to  all  money 
operations,  and  to  none  more  than  those 
in  which  the  landed  interest  are  engaged 
by  sbmewhat  increasing  the  ftoating  debt 
of  the  country.    I  beg  to  disclaim  all  in* 
diarotion  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  go* 
venmiant  to^  derive  aoy  convemeivee  IVom 
this  pmposition,  aa  a  government.    The 
House  know  rhat  k  is  of  no  in^rtance 
to  my  right  hon.  friend,  whether  he  borroir 
the  sum  required  to  complete  the  supplies 
ofthe  year  froAn  the  sinkitig^  fsmd,  or  take 
4«000|000^  from  the  Bank  of  England,  on 
ExcheOuer  bills,  and  the  remainder  iVom 
the  sinking  fond.     The  directors  of  the 
BankyUndmtanding  that  government  were 
aboot  to  stale  to  paritameni  that  it  consi- 
dered such  a  measure  advisable,  as  one  of 
the  means  of  relieving  the  distress  of  the 
cowttry,  have  consented  to  advamce  a  sam, 
not  exceeding  AyOOOfiOOl,  on  Exchequer 
bMliry  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent ; 
stipulating,  at  the  same  time,  that  that  ad^ 
vance  shall  be  repaid  by  instalments  at 
sh«rt  notices,  so  thertthe  Bank  can  at  once, 
if  necessary,  command  its  funds,  and  be  aa 
ready  to  meet  any  demands  upon  them  as 
if  this  advance  had  never  been  made. 

Sir,  il  ta  no  reproach'  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  when  making  thetr  preparations 
for  a  retom  to  cash  payment i^  that  they 
acted  on  a  principle  of  extreme  precautton 
in  reducing  their  advances  to  government 
more  p^rbapt^than>  as  it  now  appears^  was 
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absolutely  necessary^    It  oqght  to  be  f^ 
collected,  that  the  Bank  was,  on  that  oc* 
casion,  called  upon  to  execute  a  measure 
of  great  diflSculty.  Even  the  practicability 
of  that  measure  was  by  many  persons 
questioned.    It  was  supposed  by  some  that 
tlie  habits  of  the  country  were  not  so  fat* 
reconciled  to  the  use  of  a  paper  drculation 
as  to  preclude  the  possibility  that  a  demand 
might  be  made  for  gold,  to  an  extent  whidi 
It  would  not  be  easy  to  answer.     Under 
such  eirctHnstances,  the  Bank  felt  that  a 
heavy  responsibility  rested  on  them ;  and 
when  they  wer#  asked,  what  amount  of 
their  advances  to  his  majesty's  government 
they  wished  to  be  repaid  as  a  preparation 
lor  their  return  to  cash  payments,  they,  re<* 
quired  the   re-pnyroent  of   10,000,000/. 
Undoubtedly,  bis  majesty's  government! 
thought  the  Bank)  on  that  occasion,  had 
pusli^  the  principle  of  precaution  further 
than  was  necessary  $  but  they  considered 
that  those  on  whom  the  responiAnlity  was 
Imposed  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Mhw  the 
dictates  of  their  own  juc^ment,  and  that 
they  owed  it  to  the  Bank,,  about  to  engage 
in  so  arduous  a  task  as  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  metallic  standard,  to  afibrd 
them  every  means  of  placing  themselves 
in  a  situation  of  complete  secarity;    It  li 
I  no  reproach  to  the  Bank,  now  to  say,  wbeH 
the  exchanges  have  attained  their  present 
level,  and  when  the  great  measure  from 
which  so  much  danger  was  apprehemfed 
of  returning  to  a  metallic  standard  has 
been  executed  without  convnlslott,  that 
the  precautions  which  they  tbought  it  pm* 
dent  and  right  to  adopt,  were  taken  on 
the  safe  side.    The  disposition  which  the 
country  has  since  manifested  to  continue 
the  use  of  a  paper  currency,  arising,  no 
doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which  pubfie 
credit  has  been  maintained,  has  clearly 
proved,  tha«  so  far  fVom  being  inclined  to 
return  generally  to  the  use  of  goH  Fnth^il' 
dealings^  the^people  shew  a  t&chrive  pre^ 
ference  ibr  bdnk  notes ;  ftr,  when  gold  is 
sent  into  the  country,  itainvSfriable  tendency 
is,  to  return. 

Here,  8ir,  is  a  new  state  of  thin^,  fn 
which,  the  best  of  all  guides,  experience, 

S'  Btifies  his  majesty's  goviernment  and  tfke 
Eink  in  thinking,  that  some  addition'  may 
be  advanfageouSy  made  to  the  unfunded 
debt ;  and  therefore  the  Bimk,  as  I  hav^ 
alremiy  auted,  have  agreed^  on  tfhe  secu- 
rity Of  Exehequar  bHIk,  bearing  ait  interest 
of  three  per  cent,  repirpable,  if  caHed  foi; 

ainstahnenta,  and  at  short  notices,  to 
iceat  thedlsposalof parriatnent4,O0O,00M. 
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£br.  the  ^  porpose  of  assisting-  In  the 
relief  of  the  present  agricuUural.  distress^ 
«  But  *«  how,'*  it  may  be  asked,  "  is  the 
loan  thus  advanced, "  to  have  that  effect  ?*' 
Without  going  into  abstruse  views  on  the 
subject — without  Inquiring  into  the  mea- 
sures which  were  adapted  to  meet  the  ap- 
prehended  demand  for  gold—without 
diving  into  the  secreu  of  the  Bank — I 
may  observe,  that  any  one,  looking  even 
at  the  sur&ce  of  things,  may  see,  that 
there  has  been,  and  that  there  is  such 
an  abundance  of  gold  pouring  in  upon 
us,  in  the  present  state** of  the  exchan- 
ges, as  may  render  such  an  operation, 
in  aid  of  the  circulation,  free  from  all  dan- 
ger. Should  the  internal  circulation  of 
tliis  country  not  require  the  whole  of  this 
supply,  and  should  a  portion  of  the  gold, 
now  to  be  thrown  into  circulation  by  the 
Bank^  find  its  way  into  the  general  circu- 
lation of  Europe,  no  inconvenience,  but 
the.  reverse,  is  likely  to  result  from  such  a 
circuiostance.  The  demand  for  gold,  in 
,mo8t  of  the  states  of  Europe,  arising  from 
the  policy  being  pursued  in  those  countries 
as  in  our  own,  of  bringing  back  their  cir- 
culation to  a  currency  more  or  less  me- 
tallic, must  have  had  a  tendency  generally 
to  raise  the  price  of  gold,  and,  consequently 
the  standard  of  value ;  for  inasmuch  as  the 
pressure  of  returning  to  the  use  of  the 
standard  must  be  aggravated,  from  such 
undue  elevation  of  uie  price  of  gold — the 
restoration  of  any  portion  of  it  to  tlie  ge- 
neral circulation,  must  have  a  proportion- 
ably  siidutary  effect.  So  far  from  anv  pres- 
sure, therefore,  being  to  be  feared  from 
this  increase  of  our  unfunded  debt,  I  con- 
tend, that  the  effect  would  be  very  salu- 
tary. Even  if  the  whole  4,000,00(y.  were 
to  find  its  way  into  general  circulation 
through  the  supplies  of  the  year,  there 
would  be  a  double  and  highly  beneficial 
effect :  first,  the  circulation  of  the  country 
would  be  thereby  fed,  and  the  credit  of 
the  country  would  be  rendered  the  more 
available  to  the  .degree  which  the  existing 
standard  would  justify,  for  it  must  be  re- 
collected, that  the  whole  of  the  operation 
would  still  be  conducted  under  the  control 
and  safeguard  of  the  gold  standard ;  and, 
secondly,  the  price  of  the  funds  would  be 
raised,  and  all  the  money  transactions  of 
the  country  facilitated;  including  those  in 
which  his  majesty's  government  are  about 
to  engage,  with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of 
the  five  per  cents.«^I  do  not  mean  to  say, 
that  the  public  funds  could,  or  ought  to 
be  raised  beyond  the  general  standard 
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value' of  capital,  as  employed  in  theirarious 
other  modes  to  which  it  can  be  applied^ 
but  this  aid  to  the  dreulation  could  not 
fail  to  give  them  that  tendency  to  rise, 
which,  influencing  favourably  all  othec 
money  transactions,  must  open  to  the  lan- 
ded interest  the  prospept  of  effective  relief, 
in  the  reduction  of  the  interest  now  paya- 
ble on  mortgaees ;  whilst  it  wooki  ensMe 
both  the  merchant  and  the  manufacturer 
to  carry  on  their  business  upon  cheaper 
rates  of  discuiunt. 

.  I  have  lytberto  argued  this  loan  from 
the  Bank  as  constituting  an  efiective  re- 
lief in  itself,  were  it  4imp)y  thrown  into 
circulation  through  the  supplies  of  the 
year :  but  there  is  a  further  question  for 
parliament  to  consifder;  and  that^, 
whether  this  fund  of  4,000,000^,  or  any 
part  of  it,  could  possibly  receive  a  direc- 
tion more  consonant  to  the  effectual  relief 
Qi  the  interests  which  suffer,  were  it  ad** 
vanced  to  them  under  any-  suitable  re^ 
gulation,  in  the  way  of  loan  ?  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  in  his  view  of 
the  state  of  pubUc  affiurs,  laid  down  the 
broad  proposition,  that  nothing  •  could 
relieve  the  country  but  the  reduction  of 
taxation ;  and,  in  his  extreme  anxiety 
that  nothing  should  be  attempted  but  the 
repeal  of  taxes  he  protested  aaainst 
affording  relief  to  the  agricultural  <mses 
by  means  of  a  loan ;  declaring  that  such 
a  proposition  was  wholly  inconsistent 
with  the  first  principles  of  political 
economy.  1  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  that,  generally  speaking, 
a  loan  from  government  to  the  subject, 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  private 
transactions,  is  not  consistent  with  those 
sound  principles  which  ought  to  regulate 
the  proceedings  of  any  state;  and  I  adroit, 
that  whenever  it  does  take  place,  it  must 
be  considered  as  the  exception,  and  not 
as  the  rule :  but  I  am  not'  so  absolutely 
devoted  to  the  exclusive  maintenance  of 
general  principles,  as  not  to  perceive  that, 
in  some  instances,  and  under  the  sancdon 
of  adeauate  causes,  they  may  be  advan* 
tageotuily  relaxed. 

If  his  majesty's  government,  at  a  former 
period  of  distress,  found  it  expedient  to 
assist  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  country  by  a  loan  of 
5,000,000^.  in  Exchequer  bills,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  perceive  what  should  deter  us  from 
rendering  similar  aid  to  the  agricultural 
interest ;  if  we  oould  see  our  way  to  the 
equitable  and  useful  application  of  such  a 
loan,   and   obtain,   at   tt^   same  time, 
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adequeAe  seouriliea  for  all  funds  advanced» 
and  fpr  interest  upon  \^  samey^  without 
ivhi<;h  I  couid  never  givfanfiy  sanction  to 
the  measure.    But  when  I  look  at  the 
question  in  this  point  of  vietr,  I  cannot 
but  cee».  and  it  must  be  equally  obvious  to 
the  House,  how  immedifitely  the  parallel 
between  the  manufacturieg  and  commer- 
cial interests^  and   the  landed  interest, 
fails*    In  the  case  pf  the  relief  granted 
to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  in- 
terests, there  was  great  tangible  property 
to  be  pledged,  existing  in  comparatively 
few  hands,  which  the  commissioners,  who 
were  appointed  to  carry  that  measure  into 
effect,  could,  in  most  cases,  hold  in  de- 
posit, till  the  advances  were  repaid.    It 
IS  quite  di^rent  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, composed  as  it  is  of  the  landed 
proprietors   and   the   cultivators.    With 
respect)  to  the  former  of  these  two,  the 
course  which   first  presented  itSjelf  for 
consideration,  was,  to  advance  money  on 
the  security  of  mortgages  on  the  Isnd. 
But  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  and 
believe  that  the  state  of  the  money-market 
is  at  present  such,  that  no  serious  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  in  obtaining  money 
on  mortgage,  by  those  who  have  good 
substantial  landed  security  to  offer.  Now, 
if  government  were  to  adopt  the  plan  of 
advancing*  money  on  mortgage  at  a  re- 
duced rate  oi  ipterest,  the  effect  of  such  a 
proceeding  must  be,  either  to  favour  par- 
ticular proprietors,  or,  if  the  limits  of  the 
find  were  not  an  obstacle  to  convert,  too 
generally,    qoortgsges  in  the    hands   of 
private     individuals     into     government 
mortgages*.    I  go  along,  therefore,  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  in  ad- 
jQsittintg,  that  any  advance  of  money  to  the 
landed  proprietor  in  the  ^liape  of  a  loan 
would  be  attended  with  much  inconve- 
nieBce,  if  not  with  insuperable  difficulties. 
The  difficulty  of  assisting  the  individual 
cultivators  of  the  land  would  be  found 
equally  insurmountable.     Any  sucli  at- 
tempt roust  necessarily  involve  so  great  a 
multiplicity  and  complexity  of  transac- 
tions, tliat  the  execution  of  it  would  be* 
come  impracticable ;  and  1  sliould  here 
observe,  that  ip  both  the   above  cases, 
private  property  would  be  brought  in  a 
▼ery  objectioD]4)le  degree  under  the  pro- 
CCM  of  the  Crown.    It  undoubtedly  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  whether  it  might  not 
be  practicable,  in  soa»e  degree,  to  re«- 
lieve  ^he  &rmer  from  the  ruiq^us  neees- 
iitF  D^beiM  compelled  to  brjng  :his  prq- 


duce  prematurely  to  a  glutted  and  dis- 
advantagepus   market.     That   necessity 
forms,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  distrefsing 
characters  of  the  pressure  under  which  the 
agriculturist  now  labours.    For  although 
the  landed  proprietors  have,  in  most  cases, 
diminished  their  rents,  and  shewn  every 
desire  to  consult  the  interests  of  their 
tenants  in  the  mode  of  receiving  them  ; 
yet  that  very  circumstance,  and  the  ob- 
ligation they  are  under  of  regularly  paying 
the  interest  of  the  charges  on  their  estates, 
compels  them  to  insist  more  peremptorily 
on  the  regular  payment  of  those  reduced 
rents  by  their  tenants,  than  they  would 
otherwise  do ;   the  consequence  of  which 
is,  that  the  farmer  is  obliged  to  take  his 
produce  to  market,  and  to  sell  it  at  a 
time  when  the  market  is  broken  down  by 
the    immense  quantity  thrown    upon  it 
from  all  quarters.    In    corroboration  of 
this  statement,  I  need  only  mention  the 
fact,  that  the  corn  brought  to  the  prin- 
cipal    markets    in    the    kingdom,     and 
especially  to  the  London  market,  in  t|ie 
early  part  of  the  present  ye»r,  has  been 
nearly  double  in  amount  of  what  was  evei; 
before  brought  within  a  similar  period. 
It  has  been  suggested,  therefore,  that  any 
plan  which  might  enable  ^e  tenant  to 
gain    time— which  :mi£[ht  at   onqe    dis- 
tribute the  supply  more  equally  over  tlie 
year,  so   as  to  render  the  prices  more 
uniform  and  steady,  and  save  the  farmer 
from  the  necessity  of  submitting  in  his 
sales  to  such  ruinous  sacrifices,  would  be 
desirable;   and  the  possibility  has  beea 
contemplated  of  lending  inoney  on  th^ 
produce    of  land,    that  produce    being 
warehoused.  But,  after  mixture  considt^ra- 
tion  of  the  di$culties  attendant  upon  tha 
the  execution  of  such  a  loan,  his  majesty's 
government  are  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend ^s  adoption,  although  I  may  havo 
occasion,  when  I  come  to  sp^ak  of  the 
Corn  laws,  to  advert  to  a  measure  of  a 
more  limited  nature,  and  of  a  somewhat 
similar  tendency .^ 

1  have  opened  to  Uie  House  all  thesa 
various  views  ivhicli  have  been  succes* 
sively  entertained  by  his  majesty's  minis«. 
ters  on  this  subject,  fiseling  fis  I  do  that 
we  should  not  have  performed  our  duty  if 
we  had  not  thoroughly  investigated  every 
proposition  by  wluch  it  might  be  prac- 
ticable to  relieve  the  existing  distress  of 
the  country.  But,  although  his  majesty  » 
goveiioment  do  not  think  it  advisable  to 
prqposa  t^  adopcion  of  any  of  the  sug- 
gestions which  I  have  bitbetto  described  3 
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ttiough  we  do  ndl  recommend  the  advance 
of  a  loan  to  the  landed  proprietor  on  the 
'security  of  his  land,  or  to  the  cultivator 
on  the  securitj  of  his  produce,  there  is 
another,  and  a  more  limited  measure, 
which  his  majesty's  government  conceive 
might  prove  materially  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  especiaHy  to  those  parts  of 
it  which  are  sustaining  the  sreatest  local 
pressure.  However  drfficult,  if  not  im- 
practicable, it  may  be  for  the  state  to 
deal  with  the  proprietors  and  the  cuTti- 
tators  of  land  in  their  individual  character, 
either  by  taking  the  land  of  the  one,  or 
the  com  of  the  other,  as  a  security  ;  yet, 
if  limited  advances,  to  be  repaid  by  in- 
stalments within  a  reasonable  time,  can 
be,  made  to  parishes,  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  suffering  under  the  greatest  de- 
gree  of  local  distress,  on  the  security, 
and  in  aid  of  the  parochial  rates,  such 
advances,  made  to  those  parishes  in  their 
corporate  character,  and  to  be  used  solely 
for  corporate  purposes,  may  carry  relieif 
home  to  the  distressed,  without  being 
justly  liable  to  the  objections  on  the  score 
of  impracticability  or  of  favour  to  pro- 
prietors, which  offer  themselves  against 
the  other  plans  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
His  majesty's  government  are  disposed 
therefore,  out  of  the  4,000,000/.  to  be 
advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England,  to 
lend,  in  the  manner  I  have  just  described, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  sum  so  borrowed, 
or  even  the  whole  of  it,  if  it  should  ap« 
pear  itpon  further  investigation,  tliat  by 
so  doing  considerable  relief  may  be  af- 
forded to  the  distressed  districts ;  and,  in 
pursuance  of  this  disposition,  my  right 
hon:  friend  near  me  will  be  prepared,  on 
a  future  night,  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
^position  for  authorising  and  enabling 
commissioners,  upon  the  application  of 
any  parish  assembled  in  vestry,  to  make 
iidvances  on  the  credit  of  their  rates; 
such  advances  to  be  repaid  by  instalments, 
in  the  course  of  fofur  or  five  years ;  and 
not,  in  any  case,  to  exceed  hi  amount 
^at  of  one  year's  assessment.  Sir,  I  am 
quite  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  lie  in 
the  way  even  of  this  measure.  I  am  quite 
fiware  that  no  remedy  totally  free  from 
objection  can  be  proposed  on  the  occasion. 
Inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  incom- 
ing and  out-going  of  tenants.  Some 
parties  may  be  bound  by  acts  to  which 
they  have  not  consented ;  and  other  parties 
may  cease  to  be  bound  by  acts  to  which 
they  ha^e  consented.  But  it  is  obvious, 
(hat  at  tlie  application  for  these  adyancei 
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most  proceed  in  eVery  instance  from  this 
parishes  themselves,  assembled  in  vestry, 
the  advances  will  not  be  applied  for  where 
the  advantages  do  not  outweigh  such 
minor  objections;  besides,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  such  arrangements  may  be 
made,  as  will,  in  a  great  degree  at  least, 
obviate  the  difficulties  which  suggest  them- 
selves to  the  measure  at  first  sight.  The 
immediate  effect  of  this  plap,  in  affording 
relief,  will  be  obrioosly  that  of  enabling 
the  parishes  to  forbear  during  the  year  of 
immediate  pressure,  from  levying  rates; 
a  forbearance  which  must  matenaUy  M 
all  the  contributors  to  those' rates,  or,  fh 
other  words,  all  the  cultivators  of  the 
soil,  and  thereby  carry  relief  to  every 
farmer's  door,  in  the  parishes  that  require 
such  an  aid.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  at  present 
to  go  into  any  further  developement  of 
the  details  of  this  plan.  I  fiurly  own,  on 
the  part  of  his  majesty's  government,  that 
if  we  could  see  our  way  to  any  just  and 
prudent  measure,  which  would  give  us 
the  means  of  applying  any  part  of  the 
4,000,000/.  to  be  advanced  by  the  Bank, 
to  the  direct  relief  of  the  landed  interest, 
without  involving  ourselves  or  the  country 
in  difficulties,  we  should  prefer  it;  and 
for  this  reason,  that  we  feel  we  owe  it  to 
that  interest  to  make  as  earnest  an  effort 
for  their  immediate  relief,  as  we  did  for 
that  of  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
interests,  when  they  were  in  a  condition 
of  similar  dbtress:  but  still  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  landed  interest  difler 
so  essentially  from  those  of  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  mterests  that 
his  majesty's  ffovemraent,  after  the  fullest 
deliberation,  have  not  hitherto  felt  them- 
selves enabled  to  propose  any  other  mea- 
sure than  that  which  I  have  now  opened 
to  the  House. 

Sir,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  is 
only  one  other  branch  of  the  important 
subject  under  our  consideration,  to  which 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House :  but  I  should  think  that  hi* 
majesty's  government  had  taken  a  very 
imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  view  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  countlry,  if 
we  had  omitted  to  apply  our  minds  to  tte 
important  and  extensive  subject  of  the 
corn  laws ;  especially  after  thfe  inquiry  of 
last  year  and  the  minute  and  valuable  hi- 
formationon  that  great  question,  ftimisbed 
by  the  inrestigation  of  the  committee  ap« 
pointM  for  that  purpose.  I  certainly  did 
finrly  avow,  in  the  face  of  parliament  and 
of  t&e  cottBtry,  when  ibe  qoeitiab  tai 
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agiiated  last  year*  and  when  the  hon. 
member  for  snffolk  moved  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  agricultural  comroittee,  that 
although  I  would  not  oppose  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  committee,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, would  attend  it  closely,  and  use 
my  utmost  endeavours  to  assist  in  arriving 
at  some  beneficial  result  (a  pledge  which 
I  trust  I  fully  redeemed),  yet  I  did  not 
see  my  way  to  any  particular  remedjr, 
with  sufficient  clearness  to  justify  me  m 
becoming,  in  my  own  person,  the  author 
of  such  a  proceeding.  I  did  not,  on 
that  occasion,  wish  to  inspire  a  hope 
which  1  did  not  fed*    I  had  the  less  dis- 

rsition  to  put  myself  forward,  because 
thought  that  the  evils  complained  of 
^ere.notonlv  exaggerated,  but  that  no- 
tions ofpossiole  relief  were  abroad,  found- 
ed on  no  sound  and  solid  view  of  the 
question,    but  departing  from  all  those 

general  principles,  which  ought  ever  to 
e  kept  in  view  by  the  legislature ;  no- 
UonSf  tending  to  hurry  the  public  mind 
into  the  adoption  of  proceedings,  which 
I  knew  could  terminate  no  otherwise  than' 
in  delusion  and  disappointment.  The 
labours  of  the  agricultural  committee,  if 
they  have  accomplished  no  otiier  object, 
have  certainly  had  a  most  important  and 
salutary  effect  on  the  public  mind,  by 
leading  it  to  take  more  just  and  tempe- 
rate views.  I  believe  that  the  period  of 
delusion  has  now,  in  a  great  measure, 
passed  by.  I  believe  that  sounder  doc- 
trines than  those  which  were  last  year 
promulgated,  have  become  generally 
prevalent ;  and  that  the  moment  has  ar- 
rived, when,  by  the  removal  of  many  pre- 
judices, the  two  great  classes  which  have 
80  long  been  taugnt  to  imagine  themselves 
opposed  to  each  other,  but  the  interests 
of  which,  well  understood,  I  have  always 
been  convinced  were  the  same — I  mean 
the  landed  and  manufacturing  classes  of 
the  community^will  ^od  it  fur  their  in- 
terest to  acquiesce  in  the  same  policy 
with  regard  to  the  laws  which  are  to  re- 
gulate the  trade  in  corn.  I  believe,  that 
it  would  be  as  bad  policy  for  the  farmer  to 
inflict  high  prices  for  his  produce  on  the 
manufacturer,  if  he  could  do  so,  as  it 
would  be  for  the  manufacturer  to  break 
down  and  contract  the  means  of  the 
fiumer.  who  is  his  best  customer.  It  has 
been  with  this  conviction  on  my  mind, 
that  I  have  always  contemplated  those 
two  great  classes  of  the  community.  I 
Ih^vq  always  considered  them  as  having 
IhU  ooe  and  the  same  interest ;  and  that 


the  only  diffienlty  was,  to  satisfjr  them 
as  to  the  point,  where  the  welfare  of  both 
became  completely  and  intimately  blended. 
While  I  offer  these  remarks  to  the  House 
I  cannot  but  congratulate  them  on  the 
change  of  sentiment  which  appears  to  have 
taken  place  since  we  last  met.  It  seems 
U>  me  to  be  a  most  auspicious  circumstance 
that  the  tone  of  the  public  mind  has  im- 
proved no  greatly  on  this  question :  that 
the  prejudices  and  exaggerations  which 
formerly  existed  with  respect  to  it,  have 
subsided,  and  that  we  may  now  look  to 
the  adoption  of  more  calm  and  solid  opin* 
ions,  as  to  the  future  course  which  it  may 
be  desirable  for  the  public  good  to  pursue. 
In  what  I  have  to  suggest  so  the  House 
on  the  subject,  I  must  begin  by  fairly 
avowing,  that  on  the  very  face  of  it,  no- 
thing we  can  do  can  have  an  immediate 
operation  advantageous  to  the  farmer.  It 
is  evident,  that  no  part  of  the  difficulties, 
under  which  the  farmer  at  present  labours, 
arises  from  a  want  of  protection  against 
the  foreign  grower  of  corn ;  for,  the  home 
cultivator  is  already,  and  has  been  since 
February  1819,  in  possession  of  a  monopo- 
ly of  the  home  market.  He  is  protected 
against  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  up 
to  eighty  shillings  a  quarter;  while  the 
existing  market  price  is  only  fifty  shillings. 
Of  course,  therefore,  nothing  that  we  can 
do  can  operate  immediate  relief.  But  his 
majesty's  government  certainly  feel,  after 
the  report  wliich  has  been  laid  on  the  ta-* 
ble,and  after  the  most  mature  deliberation 
on  all  the  difficulties  of  the  subject,  that 
we  should  fail  in  our  duty,  if  we  did  not 
propose  the  revival  of  the  agricultural  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to 
re-consider,  and  bv  some  practical  mea- 
sure, to  correct  the  admitted  defects  of 
the  existing  corn  laws.  I  have  already 
declared,  that  I  did  not  expect  any  imme- 
diate relief  to  the  farmer,  from  any  modi- 
fication of  the  existing  law.  The  change 
might,  however  allay  in  the  public  mind 
somewhat  of  that  anxiety  and  alarm,  which, 
not  unnaturally,  presses  upon  it,  with  res- 
pect to  the  possible  effects  of  a  future 
opening  of  our  ports,  as  the  law  now  stands 
to  the  import  of  foreign  corn.  What  I 
wish  is,  to  interpose  a  security  against 
those  inconveniences  and  dangers,  the 
possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  which, 
IS  admitted  on  all  hands.  I  certainly 
think,  that  after  the  views  which  have  been 
opened  by  the  committee,  and  after  the 
admissions  of  all  parties  in  condemning  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  it  is  des'u-iible  that 
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that  law  should  be  reconsidered,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  into  its  defects,  and 
in  order  to  see  if  it  be  not  possible  to  de- 
vise some  modification  that  would  guard 
against  those  injurious  consequences, 
which,  though  not  felt  now,  may  be  ex- 
perienced at  some  f\iture  periodL  1  feel 
the  importance  of  this  subject  so  sensibly, 
that,  however  anxious  1  am  to  save  the 
tim£  of  the  House,  I  cannot  abstain  from 
making  a  few  observations  upon  it.  I 
have  already  stated  that  I  think  *<  some 
modification  of  the  existing  law**  desirable, 
and  I  use  that  expression,  because  I  am 
not  disposed,  at  this  moment,  to  open  for 
discussion,  the  abstract  principles  on  which 
the  corn  laws  are  founded — principles,  on 
>vhich  the  most  opposite  opinions  are  en- 
tertained ;  some  persons  arguing  in  favour 
of  a  free  trade  in  corn,  while  others  are 
disposed  to  claim  for  the  English  farmer, 
an  exclusive  monopoly  in  his  own  market. 
I  wish,  therefore,  (o  take  the  existing  law 
as  the  basis  of  our  proceedings ;  and,  with 
all  due  regard  to  the  various  interests 
which  ought  to  be  considered,  to  endea- 
vour to  devise  some  modification  thereof, 
which  may  sufficiently  guard  against  the 
occurrence  of  the  evils  to  be  apprehended 
In  its  present  form.  Two  of  those  evils 
are  of  such  an  extent  and  magnitude,  that 
I  am  convinced  parliament  will  not  hesi- 
tate to  take  them  into  its  most  serious  con- 
sideration. The  first  is,  the  obvious  dan- 
ger and  mischief  that  might  result  from 
the  sudden  transition  from  complete  and 
exclusive  monopoly  by  the  farmer,  to  un- 
qualified and  unlimited  foreign  supply ;  a 
transition  to  which,  the  smallest  possible 
sum,  establishing  the  average  of^  eighty 
ahillin^,  may  at  once  expose  us ;  and  du- 
ring which,  such  a  quantity  of  foreign  corn 
might  be  suddenly  poured  into  the  country 
that  It  is  frightful  to  contemplate  the  pro- 
bable consequences.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  80  many  accidental  circumstances 
may  afiect  the  averages  on  which  the 
miarterly  returns  are  founded,  that  it  is 
iroposaibie  they  can  always  fairly  represent 
the  state  of  the  corn  market ;  and  it  is 
therefore  of  great  importance  to  revise  and 
modify  the  system  by  which  they  are  at 
present  regiuated.  On  this  point  1  beg 
to  put  a  case.  I  will  suppose,  that  the 
average,  taken  quarterly,  exceeds,  by  the 
merest  trifle,  the  maximum  price  (and  I 
i^pear,  that  the  merest  trifle  ma^  constitute 
all  the  difference  between  the  influst  of  an 
unlimited  supplv  and  the  continuance  of  a 
strict  and  tmrefaxctl  monopoly)  suppose 
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it  exceed,  b^  only  a  single  penny^  the 
protecting  price  of  eighty  shiltings  a  quar- 
ter, the  effect  would  be  to  open  our  ports 
to  the  whole  supply  of  the  world  for  three 
months.  It  is  true  there  is  a  clause  wfaicli 
excludes  aH  grain  imported  from  countries 
between  the  Eydcr  and  Bidassoa  after  the 
^rs^  six  weeks  of  the  quarter,  if  the  aver« 
age  pricein  these  six  weeks  fall  aKSin  be- 
low eighty  shillings ;  but  whilst  tnis  ex- 
ception admits  the  evil,  it  provides  no  ade- 
quate remedy.  The  proximity  of  these 
countries  will  enable  them  to  pour  forth 
all  their  surplus  corn  in  the  first  six  weeks ; 
whilst  the  introduction  of  tlie  whole 'supply 
from  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  from  Ame- 
rica, exclusive  of  what  is  lodged  in  the 
warehouses  of  this  country,  has  the  full 
period  of  three  months  to  glut  the  market, 
unrestrained  even  by  the  operation  of  any 
duty  whatever.  All  this  might  happen 
upon  falling  prices ;  and  thus,  at  the  very 
time  when  there  might  probably  exist  no 
real  ground  whatever  for  importation,  we 
might  be  expo.<ed  to  have  the  superabun- 
dant corn  of  Europe  poured  into  this 
country. 

We  must  not,  however,  deceive  our- 
selves by  supposing  that  England  is  the 
sole  country  which  at  present  suffers ;  and 
ahat  all  other  countries  are  enjoying  the 
blessings  derived  from  flourishing  agricul- 
ture and  successful  commerce;  We  are, 
on  the  present  occasion,  as  we  have  been 
on  so  many  former  occasions,  rather 
the  favoured  spot  of  the  woHd.'  The 
distresses  which  our  agriculturists  are 
suffering,  great  as  I  admit  them  to  be,  are 
infinite^  let's  than  those  to  which  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil  in  America,  or  those 
totvards  the  sea  coast  in  Europe,  and  still 
more  in  the  interior,  are  at  this  moment 
exposed.  The  distress  in  the  interior  of 
Germany  has  arrived  to  such  a  height,  In 
consequence  of  an  overstocked  market, 
as  to  invoh'e  all  the^classes  of  people  con- 
nected with  agriculture  in  the  most  serious 
difficulties.  In  Silesia,  so  great  was  the 
excess  of  proiluce  in  the  last  harvest,  that 
many  of  the  landed  proprietors  did  not 
think  it  worth  the  expense  of  collecting 
and  getting  in ;  and  the  finest  crops  in  the 
world  were  allowed  to  rot  on  the  ground. 
In  Bohemia,  the  farmer  can  get  only  an 
eighth  of  the  price  which  he  rieceived  for 
his  corn  during  the  war.  When  such 
large  portions  of  the  world,  therefor^,  are 
thus  circumstanced,  do  not  let  u6  ihbw 
so  little  t>f  the  character  of  Englishmen 
as  to  think  only  of  ourselves;  and  do  not 
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let  us  be  fbe  first  and' loudest  to  com- 
plain, or  be  induced  by  a  partial  evil,  to 
overlook  the  various  and  valuable  bless- 
ings we  still  enjoy.  But  to  return  to  my 
argument  on  the  necessity  of  some  modi- 
fication of  the  law,  which  may  prevent,  if 
possible,  any  overwhelming  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  and  make  that  Importa- 
tion, if  at  all  required,  more  gradual,  and 
commensurate  with  the  real  wants  of  the 
country,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  the 
cfanger,  against  which  I  am  desirous  to 
guard,  is  not  either  improbable  or  very 
remote.  The  changes  of  the  seasons 
have  of  late  years  produced  great  varia* 
tions  in  the  prices  of  com  in  tnis  country. 
Even  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year,  it 
was  at  one  period  very  probable  that  the 
ports  would  be  opened.  In  consequence 
of  the  badness  of  the  weather,  com  rose 
for  a  time  with  great  rapidity;  but,  on 
the  weather  improving,  the  price  rapidly 
descended.  I  remember  that  when  I 
passed  through  Grantham  market,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  on  my  way  from  Ireland, 
Corn  was  selling  at  one  hundred  shillings 
a  quarter.  Tliis  is  one  instance  of  the 
way  in  whicb  the  averages  may  be  acci- 
dentally affected ;  and  on  a  question  of 
such  vitfd  importance,  as  little  as  possible 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  influence  of  chance.' 
During  the  first  weeks  which  compose 
the  average,  the  price  of  corn  may  be 
much  raised  by  unfavourable  weather ; 
during  the  last  week  or  two  it  may  fall  as 
much  by  a  change  of  weather ;  and  yet 
(he  whole  effect  of  the  average  may  be  to 
Open  the  ports,  although  at  a  time  when 
such  a  relief  is  wholly  uncalled  for.  Corn, 
Since  the  month  of  September,  rapidly 
declined  in  price,  and  is  now  at  fifty  shil- 
lings a  quarter.  I  put  it  to  the  House  to 
consider,  what  would  have  been  the 
effect  on  the  country,  if,  in  consequence 
of  any  accidental  circumstances,  such  as 
cho^e  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  ports 
had  been  opened  this  autumn,  and  had 
remained  open  for  three  months.  The 
price  has  been  depressed  to  its  present 
state  in  consequence  of  our  internal  sur- 
plus ;  but  what  would  be  our  condition, 
how  would  the  distresses  of  the  agricuU 
turistk  have  been  increased,  if  in  the  pre- 
sent disordered  state  of  the  equilibrium 
between  the  supply  and  the  demand  of 
corn  throughout  Europe,  we  had  been  ex- 
posed to  uobouhded  importation?  It  is 
not  extravagant  to  suppose  that  the  price 
6f  wheat  might  have  beenr  reduced,  under 
such  ctrcums|^c;|pdi  belovr  forty  shillings. 


to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  farmer  and  the 
destruction  of  our  best  interests.  Under 
such  circumstances,  some  precautionary 
measures  seem  to  me  to  be  indispensable. 
Sir,  it  would  be  premature  now  to  go 
into  any  details  on  this  important  sub- 
ject, until  it  has  again  been  considered 
and  weighed  by  a  committee  composed 
of  those  most  conversant  with  such  mat- 
ters. It  would  be  very  injudicious  on 
my  part,  were  I  to  enter  more  minutely 
into  the  question,  or  to  point  out  the  ex- 
act natui'e  of  the  measures  which  his  ma- 
je^tv*s  ministers  intend  to  propose. '  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in 
describing  in  general  terms,  the  nature  of 
those  measures,  which  I  shall  perhaps 
best  effect,  by  stating  what  his  majesty's 
ministers  have  determined  not  to  ao. 
First,  then,  I  most  decidedly  protest 
against  any  delusive  system  of  imposing 
high  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn  :— I  mean,  duties  of  the  amount 
which  were  last  year  so  indiscreetly  and 
unadvisedly  pressed  upon  us  in  many  pe- 
titions. I  consider  such  a  system  as  one 
of  the  worst  delusions  that  can  be  prac- 
tised on  the  public ,  for  the  fact  is,  that 
so  soon  as  prices  in  this  country  advanced 
to  the  extent  of  real  pressure,  parliaraerft, 
if  they  had  voted  such  a  measure,  would 
be  compelled  to  repeal  it.  His  majesty's 
government,  on  the  contrary,  look  to 
such  a  moderate  scale  of  duty  on  foreign 
import,  as  whilst  it  would  fairly  com- 
pensate to  the  English  farmer  the  com- 
paratively high  charges  under  which  he 
cultivates,  would  so  rar  regulate  and  re- 
strain the  import  of  foreign  com,  as  to 
render  the  supply  not  sudden,  inordinate 
and  overwhelming,  but  progressive  and 
commensurate  with  the  actual  wants  of 
the  country.  And  in  applying  these 
doties,  I  should  of  course  look  to  some 
reduction  In  the  import  price ;  partly  in 
order  to  render  the  supply  more  gradual, 
by  taking  it  somewhat  earlier  than  at 
present,  and  partly  by  such  modification 
of  the  scale  as  would  compensate  to  the 
consumer  the  additional  charge  which 
an  import  duty,  however  small  in  amount, 
must  have  a  tendency  to  Impose*  ^ 

I  further  wish  to  have  it  considered, 
(having  already  stated  the  fallacy  of  a 
single  average  of  six  weeks,  determining 
the  actual  state  of  the  internal  supply ) 
whether  the  interests  of  the  agriculturist, 
with  which  eventually  those  of  the  con- 
sumer are  inseparably  connected,  cannot 
be   placed    in  some  degree  under  the 
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protection  of  ft  double  ayerage*  That 
IS,  whether  some  additional  restraint^ 
either  by  limitation  of  quantity,  or  increase 
of  dutT»  moy  not  be  iroDOsed  oo  the  im- 
port of  foreign  corn  for  tne  first  six  ifeeks 
or  three  months  afler  the  ports  open^ 
thereby  not  wholly  excludmg  foreign  sup- 
ply, but  admitting  it  in  a  more  limited 
degree,  till  such  time  as  the  subse- 
quent averages  should  serve  to  confirm 
or  to  correct  the  average  which  first 
opened  the  ports.  Sir,  I  will  not  go 
further  into  the  details  of  this  suggestion. 
I  have  described  the  extent  of  the  evil 
with  which  we  have  to  cope,— I  have 
described  the  nature  of  the  remedy  with 
which  his  majesty's  ministers  are  inclined 
to  meet  it,  and  which  consists  in  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  existing  law^  rather  than  in 
any  new  measure.  With  respect  to  the 
warehousing  of  foreign  com,  it  is  a  system 
which  I  also  certainly  wish  may  undergo 
some  investigation.  For,  although  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  no  fraud  exists 
in  that  system,  or,  at  least  that  if  there  be 
any,  it  is  of  small  amount  and  by  no 
means  such  as  some  persons  apprehend, 
vet  I  am,  for  several  reasons,  disposed  to 
Wlieve,  that  the  surveys  of  the  warehouses 
are  not  made  with  so  much  accuracy  and 
regularity  as  they  might  be ;  and  in  that 
pomt  some  improvement  may  take  place. 
It  also  seems  to  me  to  be  material,  in  order 
to  bring  the  real  state  of  the  trade  into 
the  yiew  of  all  farmers,  and  dealers  in 
corn,  both  in  this  and  in  foreign  countries, 
that  regular  returns  should  be  weekly 
published  in  the  London  Gazette,  stating 
the  amount  of  foreign  corn  in  the  ware- 
houses, the  amount  brought  in  and  the 
amount  carried  out  since  the  former  re- 
turn* There  may  be  other  measures,  all 
tending  to  the  same  purpose,  which  it 
may  be  desirable  to  adopt.  To  one  of 
them  I  will  shortly  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  without  committing  myself 
however  at  present,  to  any  determmate 
opinion  or  judgment  on  the  matter. 
Although  I  feel  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
posing any  advance  of  the  public 
money  on  corn  warehoused,  yet  there 
does  appear  to  me  to  arise  out  of  the 
very  system  of  our  corn  laws,  a  case  on 
the  part  of  the  Harmer,  which  calls  upon 
parliament  to  protect  him,  if  possible, 
firom  the  extreme  depression  of  prices 
which  a  glut  of  the  market  must  suways 
occasion— m  depression,  which  must,  at 
some  periods,  be  expected  in  a  country 
which   gr^w?,  communibus,,  amis,    com 
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Aiough  for  Its  own  consua^ticm,  abd 
which,  firom  the  superiority  of  its  relative 
prices,  cannot  expect  to  nnd  a  profitable 
vent  for  its  surplus  corn  in  the  markets  of 
the  Continent.  I  therefore  throw  out  the 
suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  looking  at  the  subject,  as  I  trust 
we  now  all  look  at  it,  with  temperate  and 
conciliatory  feelinffs,  whether  it  might  not 
be  prudent  and  politic  to  adopt  a  system 
of  moderate  encouragement  to  the  farmer, 
as  he  no  longer  enjoys,  as  formerly,  an 
export  bounty,  by  giving  a  small  monthly 
allowance  (about  equal  to  the  interest  of 
the  capital  invested,  and  charge  for  ware- 
house) on  British  com  to  be  warehoused, 
when  the  averaged  prices  were  low,  say 
under  fifljr-five  shillings,  on  condition  o( 
its  remaining  in  store  till  the  price  should 
rise,  say  to  sixty-five  shillings ;  but  stiJI 
leaving  a  power  in  the  owner  at  any  time 
to  withdraw  his  com  from  the  warehouse, 
and  to  throw  it  into  consumption,  on 
waiving  or  refunding  the  allowance.  Sudi 
a  plan  as  this,  without  absolutely  with- 
drawing gram  from  the  market,  or  inter- 
posing the  officer  of  government  between 
the  buyer  and  seller,  might  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  distribute  the  supply  at  an 
equable  price  throughout  the  year;  giving 
the  farmer  the  benent  ofan  additional  pur- 
chaser in  the  market  when  prices  were  de- 
pressed by  glut,  and  the  consumer  an  addi- 
tional supply  when  prices  might  considera- 
bly advance,  but  not  tothe  point  at  whichthe 
ports  would  be  open  for  foreign  produce. 
Such  a  system  might  be  at  once  advanta- 
geous to  the  farmer,  whom  it  would  se- 
cure against  an  extreme  fall  of  price,  and 
to  the  manufacturer,  whom  it  would  ma- 
terially benefit  by  its  tendency  to  cause  a 
steady  market.  In  what  I  am  now  saying, 
I  beg  to  be  understood  as  merely  throw- 
ing out  ideas  with  a  view  to  their  being 
considered.  My  object  is,  to  afford  a  de- 
gree of  encouragement  to  the  corn 
market,  which  may  guard  it  against  too 
great  and  sudden  fluctuation ;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  that  a  point  may  be  discovered 
at  which  the  interests  of  the  farmer  on  the 
one  bond,  and  of  the  manufacturer  on  the 
other,  may  find  reciprocal  and  permanent 
advantage.  It  is  better  for  each  to  pay 
something  more  for  the  produce  of  the 
other  at  all  times,  and  under  a  rule  of 
uniform  operation,  than  for  both  to  be 
placed  at  the  hazard  of  unexpected 
changes,  which  can  only  bring  benefit  for 
a  rii.ort  period  to  one  class,  by  the  de- 
presaion  of  the  other.    It  may  be  said. 
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that  this  is  an  artificial  plan,  and  not 
aanctioned  by  sound  general  principles. 
But  the  whole  system  of  our  Com  Laws 
Is  artificial.  The  question  is,  whether  the 
plan  will  be  nractically  useful,  and  whether 
it  may  not  oe  considered  as  a  beneficial 
substitute  for  the  old  bounty  on  exporta* 
tioo.  I  again  beg  pardon  of  the  House, 
for  having  detain^  them  so  lon|;  with  the 
exposition  of  my  opinions  on  this  subject; 
but  I  really  felt  it  right  to  submit  to  them 
some  deyeiopement  of  the  views  which  his 
majesty's  government  entertain,  in  pro« 
posing  the  re-appointment  of  the  com«- 
mittee  on  the  Com  Laws. 

Sir,  I  feel  that  I  have  greatly,  although 
I  hope,  when  the  nature  of  the  si]A>ject  h 
considered,  not  uoiustifiably,  trespassed* 
on  the  patience  of  the  House;  but  I 
should  not  have  satisfied  my  own  sense  of 
duty  at  such  a  moment,  if  I  had  withheld 
any  of  those  various  considerations  which 
have  occupied  my  own  mind,  or  which 
appear  to  me  to  oe  worthy  of  being  re- 
viewed by  the  intelligence  and  ability  of 
others.  In  the  course  of  my  statement,  I 
have  felt  called  upon  to  allude  to,  and  to 
support  some  of  the  first  and  most  im- 
portant principles  of  national  policy — 
some  of  the  most  irrefragable  maxims  of 
tnoral  conduct— maxims,  from  which, 
neither  states  nor  individuals  can  ever 
depart,  without  being  doomed  to  taste  the 
bitter  fruits  of  such  desertion-— maxims, 
which  powerfully  inculcate  the  sacrifice 
of  present  and  fugitive,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  future  and  more  permanent  ad- 
vantages. In  endeavouring  to  perpetuate 
the  system  of  an  adequate  sinking  fund. 
Invariably  applicable  to  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  I  feel  that  I  have  had  a 
sacred  cause  to  defend— I  feel  that  I 
have  been  treading  on  consecrated 
ground.  Sir,  however  feeble  the  voice 
which  address^  you,— however  impossi- 
ble it  is  for  me  to  bring  back  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  House  the  efiect  of  that 
eloqoence,  which  first  induced  parliament 
to  establbh  the  system  which  the  honour-' 
able  and  learned  gentleman  now  ventures 
to  impugn,  and  proposes  to  us  to  aban- 
don— oowever  impossible  it  is  for  me  to 
<ec^  to  the  House,  the  full  conviction, 
nth  which  the  voice  of  Mr.  Pitt  impress- 
ed on  parliament  the  expediency  of  laying, 
in  the  smkiog  fund,  the  foundation  or  the 
hsHng  prosperity  of  the  country— the 
foundation  ef  that  strength,  which  enabled 
her  to  persevere  through  all  the  dfficultiea 
df '^he  ftrdiious  sirug^  from  whtdh  she 


has  enierged  with  such  surpassing  glory ; 
—however  impossible  I  Geel  this  to  be — I 
shall  still  be  satisfied  if  I  can  place  the 
measure  which  his  majesty's  present  go- 
vernment recommend,  under  the  venerat- 
ed sanction  of  that  illustrious  individual ; 
consecrated  as  his  name  must  ever  be,  no 
less  by  the  important  truths  which  he  es- 
tablished, than  by  the  splendid  acts  which 
he  achieved.  I  never  can  believe  that 
the  Commons  of  England,  but  lately  ar- 
rived at  the  dose  of  so  triumphant  a  ca^ 
reer,  will  consent  to  blast  the  hopes  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  very  moment  of 
victory,  to  cover  themselves  with  shame 
by  tearing  down  with  sacrilegious  hands 
the  barriers  which  he  raised  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  credit,  and  the  last- 
ing glory  of  the  empire.  I  never  can  be- 
lieve that  the  Commons  of  England,  who 
supported  that  great  statesman  througli 
the  long,  dark,  and  dreary  career  of  our 
contest  with  revolutionary  France,  and 
who  clung  to  the  dying  counsds  which 
fell  from  his  lips,  in  behalf  of  the  country 
which  he  loved,  and  the  country  which  he 
had  saved— I  never  can  believe  that  the 
Commons  of  England,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing the  gloomy  forebodings  and  counter* 
acting  CTOrts  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  (many  of  whom  not  only  opposed,  but 
endeavoured  in  every  possible  way,  and  at 
every  period  of  the  war,  to  thwart  their 
exertions)  nobly  persevered,  until  thej 
gained  all  for  which  they  had  contended 
—until  they  had  emancipated  Europe, 
and  consigned  its  despot  to  the  rock,  on* 
which  he  finally  terminated  his  eveftt&i 
life ;  I  never  can  believe  that  the  Com* 
mens  of  England  will  now  be  sedueed  by 
any  thing  that  may  be  uttered  by  me»^ 
were  they  infinitely  move  eloquent  than 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  to  sacrifice,  at  a  moment  of  tem««^ 
porary  public  distress,  all  the  great  prin- 
ciples which  they  have  hitherto  so  sted-^ 
fcstly  raaintuned ;  to  leave  their  countrj 
to  seek  its  prosperity  and  greatness  in  the 
chance  events  of  wild,  visionary,  and  un» 
tried  experiment ;  and  te  compromise  ita 
poweTi  its  safety,  and  its  honour,  bj 
abandolHng  all  those  wise  and  dignifiedi 
maxims  of  policy  which  carried  it  through> 
the  late  trVmendoua  conflict  with  a  splen- 
dour oi  achievement  which  nothing  hot 
an  act  of  their  own  can  ever  ftaraisb»  Sir, 
I  have  ftlt  myself  called  upon,  on  this  so- 
lemn occasion,  thus  to  remind  parliament 
of  the  great  outiinea  of  our  poliey.  1  ai^ 
fiiHy  senetble  hew  feeUy^ta  inadequately 
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I  have  performed  the  task.  But  I  hare* 
at  least,  the  consolation  of  feeling,  that  if 
the  shade  of  that  great  man,  whose  me- 
xnorjr  I  have  invoked,  could  descend 
among  us,  and  be  the  witness  of  our  coun- 
sels—if his  attention  could  once  more  be 
recalled  to  earthly  afiairs,  and  if  he  could 
lee  the  Commons  of  England  deliberating 
whether  or  not  they  should  destroy,  per- 
haps, Tms  greatest  work,  the  Sinking  Fund, 
^-although  he  would  feel,  not  dismay,  but 
diii^ust  at  the  degenerate  sentiment 
which,  now  that  the  difficulties  we  have 
to  contend  with  are  trifling,  compared 
with  tho^  which  we  have  surm^upted,  is 
disposed  to  advise  the  infliction  of  so  fotal 
a  calamity  on  the  oation — \\e  would,  ne- 
vertheless, feel  assured,  that  thpse  who 
received  and  listened  to  his  last  counsels 
of  constancy  and  perseverance,  and  who, 
by  pursuing  those  counsels,  have  brought 
to  a  glorious  termination  the  sanguinary 
war  in  which  the  country  was  so  long  en- 
gaged,,  will  scorn  to  abandon  his  princi- 
ples, under  any  circumstances  of  tempta- 
tion. Sir,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  com- 
mit this,  great  cause  to  the  decision  of  a 
tribMpal  in.^which  I  have  implicit  confi- 
dence, and  to  which  I  will  never  hesi- 
tate to  leave  the  determination  of  what- 
ever 19  dear  and  valuable  to  my  country 
or  myself-^the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  Ilouse  of  Commons.  I  am  convinced 
that  they.are  still  actuated  by  the  same 
spirit  whi^h  ht^s  before  conducted  them  to 
toe  apporpplishment  of  the  many  roishty 
deeds  which  signalize. the  history  or  the 
country,  and  have  rei^cued  its  best  inter- 
ests from  destruction — I  am  convinced 
that  they  will  not  relinquish  the  fame  and 
glory  which  they  have  hitherto  acquired ; 
but  tliat,  firmly  adhering  to  the  political 
principles  in  which  they  haye  been  edu- 
catedr-thev  will,  by  the  maintenance 
and  establishment  of  public  credit  and 
consequently  of.  the  public  prosperity, 
take  the  moat  effectual  means  of  relieving 
the  distresses  of  their  constitueots,  and 
thus  securely  lay  the  foundations  on  which 
this  great  empire  may  endure  to  (he  latest 
posterity ;  a  lasting  monument  of  human 
wisdom^  greatness,  and  honour.- — The 
noble  noarquis  concluded  by  moving,  that 
returns  be  laid  upon  the  table,  of  the  re- 
venue and  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the 
funded  and  unfunded  debt,  £ox  the  year 
ending  the  5th  J|m.  )821,  together  with 
similar  accounts  for  the  y^ar  ending  5th 
Jan.  18^;  and  then  g^ve.notjcQ,,  tl^t  on 
Monday  next,  he  would  jnove  for  the  te- 
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vival  of :  the  agricultural  committee;  and 
jtiiat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  on  a  future  day,  bring  tbrwaiti  a 
measure  for  enabling  the  3aqk  to  issue 
4»000,000/«  on  Excl>equer  bills  in  loana  to 
difierent  parishes ;  and  would  also  submit 
a  proposition  for  reducing  the  present 
amount  of  the  duty  on  malt*  • 

Mr.  Broupkam  in  offering  himself  to 
the  House,  begged  to  assure  them,  that 
he  had  listened  with  the  utmost  possible 
attention  to  the  very  able  statement  of 
the  noble  lord  who  bad  preceded  him. 
He  had  listened  to  that  noble  personage 
with  an  anxiety  .due  to  the  great  and  im- 
portant question  before  them,  and  he  was 
happy  to  congratukite  the  House  on  the 
change  and  amendment  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  noble 
mor<}ui8*8  opening  address  to  them  on  that 
evening.  It  was  not  long  since  the  noble 
lord  had  taunted  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  for  having  hastily  proposed 
any  measure  of  retrenchment  or  economy. 
But  the  noble  lord  had  lived  four  days 
since  that  period,  and  no  doubt  the  noble 
lord,  had  grown  wiser  and  better  from  the 
experience  affiordcd  in  \he  interim.  From 
the  noble  lord*s  statements  it  appeared 
that  he  was  now  prepared  to  treat  the 
question  of  the  public  distress  with  more 
gravity.  They  had  not  on  that  evening 
Heard  from  the  noble  lord  his  usual  taunta 
upon  one  set  of  persons^  and  his  sneers  and 
jokes  upon  another.  It  was  gratifying  to 
find  that  the  noble  lord  had  at  length  de^ 
lermioed  to  bring  some  portion  of  his 
mind  to  bear  upon  the  great  and  impor- 
tant question  before  them.  It  would  ap- 
pear, however,  that  the  plan  which  the 
noble  lord  had  propounded  was  like  one 
of  those  befiuties  which  were  best  seen  in 
the  dimmest  light,  and  which  he  waa 
anxious  therefore  not  to  expose. to  the 
broad  glare  of  day.  It  was  not  easy  to 
distinguish  the  features  of  the  phm  lavi 
down  by  the  noble  lord ;  but  as  far  as, 
they  could  be  recognised,  as  far  as  be 
could  estimate  the  amount  of  what 
the  noble  lord  intended  to  do  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  country,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
poake  a  few  observations  upon  it.  The 
noble  lord  had  taken  a  glance  at  futurity, 
and  had  stated,  in  general  terms,  that  tb^ 
destinif?^  of  all  governments  were  at  the 
disposal  of  that  Power  whose  inlluence 
extends  over  all  mankind  ;  that  ther«  waa 
00  comparison  between  whf^t .  a  ^^^  beUl 
In  his  h^nd,  a^id  what  he  mjght  look-toi 
from .  chapge,   from  accident,   or'  fron^ 
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lUnd  tkaft  it  WM  principally  to  fchs 
iotdrpotition  of  Prcmdence,  that  the  aulV 
feten  bad  to  look  for  nelieC  Littla  more 
did  tbe  noble  lord  aajr  taire  thisy  that  io  the 
taxes  upon  one  particular  article,  he  bad 
to  propose  a  reductmn  of  ooe  millioo  and 
a  half.  .  The  ooble  lord,  at  a  relief  to  the 
aottolry  io  this  seasoa  of  unexampled  diso 
trett,  o&red  a  reduction  of  one  shiiiing 
on  e? erv  bushel  of  mak.  He  ofered  it, 
it  would  appear,  aa  the  only  remedy 
against  the  distress  which  weighed  down 
and  oppressed  the  agricultural  interests  of 
tbe  country.  The  jsoble  lord  next  ad-v 
verted  to  a  point  on  which  the  noble  lord 
and  bimsflf  were  at  issue.  The  noble  lord 
had  said,  that,  at  a  former  period,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  had  drawn  a  much  more  dis* 
Iressing  picture  of  the  then  existing  dis^ 
tresses  of  the  country^  than  any  picture 
whlcb,  at  the  present  Moinent,  he  could 
attempt  to  draw.  He  alluded  to  the  dis^ 
trnss  which  affected  a  great  portion  of  the 
peoplA  in  tbe  year  1816 ;  but  it  was  m»* 
^al,  to  r#ittind  the  House,  that  the 
Statement  to  which  the  noble  lord  had  al* 
hided,  took  in  not  only  the  year  1816,  but 
1917  al«^  But,  what  did  that  statement 
amount  to?  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  endea* 
Toured  to  show,  that  great  indi? idual  dis- 
tresa  bad  existed  at  that  period  amongst  a 
particular  class*  He  bad  stated,  that  that 
distress  was  so  exienaiTe,  so  desperate, 
that  a  number  of  individuals  bad  been  ac- 
tually in  a  state  of  starvation,  snd  had  ac« 
tnally  perished  for  want  of  food.  He 
(Mr.  Brougham)  then  alluded  to  the  dis- 
tress and  misery  which  had  prerailed  in 
the  i»anufacturing  districts,  and  he  might 
be  auftred  to  remind  the  House,  that 
there  was  no  inconsistency  in  stating,  that 
in  the  Tears  1816  and  1817,  great  distress 
was  felt  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
and  thar,  at  the  present  moment,  great 
Dsiseryf  sufiering,  and  privation,  weie  exv 
perienced  b^  another  order  of  the  com« 
munity.  Did  the  noble  lord  doidtt  the 
ftae  The  situation  of  the  kbeivers, 
Ibeir  excessive  poverty,  the  wretched  and 
fsUen  state  to  which  they  were  reduced, 
bore  but  too  powerful  a  proof  of  the  truth 
of  that  which  he  had  asserted.  Vamlyi 
then,  did  the  noUe  lord  recall  to  the  ret 
CoUectaoA  of  tbe  HoiMe,thathe  (Mr.  B.) 
Bad  described  the  misery  of  tbe  manufao- 
luiing  clanes  in  1816  as  very  great.  He 
eould  not  pcetend  to  say,  that  because 
one  part  of  society  wm  described,  and 
lastly  described,  to  have  been  in  a  state 
of  poverty  and  wretchedness  at  one  period^ 
VOL.  VI. 


that  another  part  of  society  might  not  be 
reduced  to  a  atate  not  less  wretched,  not 
less  entitled  to  sympathy  and  relief  at  an« 
otber^  The  noble  lord  had  noticed  what 
he  was  pleased,  to  caH  the  errors  of  his 
(Mr.  B's)  statement  in  that  House  a  few 
nights  since,  with  respect  to  tbe  malt-tax* 
That,  in  point  of  fact,  he  was  not  in  error, 
manifestly  appeared  from  the  very  papers 
which  tkie  nMe  lord  had  read  to  the 
House.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  that 
there  was  the  same  consumption  as 
in  the  year  1792;  but  he  did  not  take 
into  his  consideration  the  increase  of  popu« 
latiott  from  the  year  1792  to  the  present 
perbd,  which  stood  as  5  to  7*  His  (Mr. 
B's)  argument  was  simply  this— -that  the 
increase  of  consumption  could  alone  af«> 
ford  substantialt  rdi^  to  the  farmer,  and 
tliat  conson^tion  was  checked  because  of 
the  excess  of  taxation.  But  the  noble 
lord|  with  an  ease  and  felicity  which 
seeosed  to  attend  him  throughout  his 
whde  argument,  and  by  the  aid  of  which 
he  was  able  to  surmount  every  difficulty, 
gravely  u>kl  the  House,  that  even  if  a  m* 
Qiinution  io  the  consumption  of  malt  had 
taken  place,  tt  was  a  matter  worthy  of 
little  consideration,  because,  if  malt  was 
not  consumed,  something  eke  would  be. 
Yes,  something  else  might  be  consumed 
—brickbats  might  be  consumed;  but, 
would  that  bring  comfort  to  the  farmer? 
would  that  afibrd  him  relief?  He  saw 
no  relief  it  could  bring  him,  save  in  so  far 
as  the  consumption  of  straw,  which  was 
necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  brickbats, 
might  be  taken  into  account.  It  should 
be  recollected  that  he  was  confining  him- 
self to  the  distresses  affiscting  the  agricul* 
tural  dasses-^to  the  growers  of  barley^ 
not  to  the  manufacturers  of  brickbats; 
and  that  this  brickbat  argument  of  tbe 
noble  lord  had  no  possible  application* 
But  the  noble  lord,  m  the  excess  of  bis 
sagadtv,  and  with  a  wise  and  provident 
bf^eevoience  of  heart,  had  found  out, 
that  tea  was  an  admirable  substitute  for 
that  good  wholesome  old  English  bever* 
age  whidh  was  produced  from  mak^ 
Now,  against  that  substitute  he  had  the 
stnongest  objections  he  obtected  to  it 
upon  many  grounds;  he  would  ever  con- 
tend, that  whilst  the  great  body  of  the 
people  consumed  tea  instead  of  beer,  they 
cenmmed  an  article  which  he  believed 
was  not  so  wholesome— which  he  knew 
was  not  so  British— whidi  he  was  sure, 
in  whatever  quantities  it.  might  be  con- 
sumed, could  give  no  rdief  to  the  British 
2  D 
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farmer,  whatever' it  might  do  for  the  agri- 
culturists of  China.  How  was  the  use  of 
that  article  likely  to  serve  the  British  in- 
terests, aod  least  of  all  the  interests  of  the 
agriculturist?  He  knew  only  of  one 
class  which  the  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion of  that  article  could  possibly  serve — 
he  meant  the  importers  of  tea,  that  was 
to  say,  the  East  India  Company.  They, 
and  they  alone,  were  interests  in  the 
success  of  that  trade ;  unless  he  excepted 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  whose 
scale  of  revenues  might  be  extended  by 
the  high  tax  which  he  had  placed  upon 
tea.  It  was  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  noble  colleague  to  congratulate 
iJiemselves  on  the  success  of  that  trade ; 
it  was  for  the  East  India  Company  to  re- 
joice—but what  benefit  could  it  confer 
upon  the  country  ?  It  returned  no  profit 
to  the  British  cultivator— it  gave  no  relief 
to  the  British  consumer— it  tended  not  to 
^he  cultivation  of  one  single  acre  of  Englbh 
land— to  the  poor  and  labouring  class  it 
brouffht  neither  health,  nor  comfort,  nor 
relief.  It  was  a  thin  and  meagre  liquid, 
which  gave  neither  strength  to  the  body 
nor  comfort  to  the  mind,  and  which  the 
British  people  were  now  obliged  to  use 
instead  of  that  refreshing,  inspirinff^  and 
truly  British  beverage,  which  their  fathers 
had  used  in  the  good  old  times  of  Eng- 
land. 

He  had  no  hesitation  in  sajring,  that 
the  noble  lord,  so  far  from  shaking  the 
statement  which  he  had  made,  had,  after 
all  his  observations,  left  it  precisely  where 
it  was,  if,  indeed,  the  noble  lord's  illustra- 
tions had  not  put  that  statement  in  a  still 
stronger  and  clearer  li^t. 

He  wonld  now  beg  to  say  a  word  on  a 
very  material  mistake  which  the  noble 
lord  had  made  as  to  the  efiect  of  taxes 
upon  the  industry  and  the  property  of  the 
country.  As  the  noble  lord  had  com- 
menced his  speech  by  informing  the 
House  that  he  should,  upon  that  occa- 
sion, confine  himself  to  mncing  his  state- 
ments, and  that  he  should  upon  another 
occasion  explain  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  were  founded,  he  could  not  tell  whe- 
ther the  noble  lord  did,  or  did  not,  in- 
tend to  argue  in  future  upon  the  princi- 
ple which  he  had  that  evening  laid  down. 
The  noble  lord  had  thought  fit  in  his 
wisdom  to  state,  that  all  the  amount  of 
taxation  paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
the  farmer,  did  not  exceed  one-seventh 
part  of  his  rent.  He  had  often  heard  the 
observation  that  the  calculators  of  figures 
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in  arithmetic  were  more  fanciful  than  the 
most  imaginative  poets,  and  thatprobablr 
might  be  the  case ;  but,  let  the  fandful* 
ness  of  the  most  nimble  and  dexteroua 
ready-reckoners  have  been  heretofore 
what  it  might,  it  must  yield  to  the  ex- 
treme fancifulness  of  the  noble  lord  on 
the  present  occasion.  On  the  delicate 
and  complicated  question  of  the  operation 
of  the  distribution  of  taxes  on  the  diffisr- 
ent  classes  of  the  community— a  question 
upon  which  the  most  enlightened  politi- 
tical  economists  all  allowed  that  they 
could  scarcely  see  an  inch  before  them — 
a  question  upon  which  they  found  it  al- 
most impracticable  to  obtain  any  integral 
results,  and  upon  which  they  never 
dreamed  of  obtaining  them  with  the  nice 
accuracy  of  fractioral  parts,  calculated 
by  numerators  and  denominators— on  a 
question,  which,  in  whatever  way  it  was 
considered,  was  replete  with  a  thousand 
difficulties,  every  one  of  which  was  al- 
most insurmountable— <m  such  a  questiofi 
the  noble  lord  had  not  only  jumped  over 
all  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  it, 
but  had  also,  with  an  agility  peculiarly 
his  own,  and  an  activity  which  could 
never  be  sufficiently  admired,  jumped  to 
this  result— that  if  unity  were  divided 
into  seven  equal  parts,  aod  one  of  those 
parts  were  taken,  they  would  have  a  frac- 
tion expressing  the  precise  amount  of  the 
proportion  between  the  whole  bulk  of 
taxes  paid  by  the  farmer  and  the  pro- 
duce, gross  or  net,  that  he  derived  from 
his  land.  ^  [The  Marquis  of  Londonderry 
said  to  Mr.  Brougham,  across  the  tabl^— 
'<  You  may  take  it  as  one-fifth  part  of  his 
rent,  if  you  like."] — ^The  noble  lord  said, 
he  did  not  care  if  it  were  taken  at  one- 
fifth  or  one-seventh.  He  would  say  so 
too;  one-fifth  was  quite  as  correct  as  one- 
seventh.  The  one  was  just  as  likely  to 
be  the  result  as  the  other.  It  was,  how- 
ever, too  much  to  make  so  fanciful  a  cal- 
culation the  groundwork  of  an  answer  to 
a  statement  which  was  founded  upon 
clear  and  established  principles,  and 
which  did  not  deal  in  vague  and  unfound- 
ed calculations ;  it  was  such  a  feat  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord  as  covered  him 
(Mr.  B.),  not  with  confusion,  but  with 
wonder  and  admiration.  [Loud  cheering.] 
The  noble  lord,  after  making  the  extra- 
ordinary observation  on  which  he  had 
just  taken  the  liberty  of  ofiering  a  few 
comments,  proceeded  to  make  another,* 
which,  if  possible,  was  still  more  extraor- 
dinary.     The  observation  to  which  he 
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itdlndiog  had  not  been  thrown  out  by 
the  noble  lord  for  the  sake  of  rounding  an 
elegant  period,  or  of  making  a  flimsy  ex- 
onuum  to  a  brilliant  speech ;  no>  it  was 
the  comer-stone  upon  which  every  one  of 
his  subsequent  observations  rested,  and 
was  iodicative  <yf  the  spirit  in  which  the 
whole  speech  had  been  delivered.  The 
observation  was,  that  the  reduction  of 
iaiutioD  would  not  afford  the  slishtest 
n^ef  to  the  su&ring^  people  of  this 
country.  The  noble  lord,  in  making  that 
most  extraordinary  declaration,  had 
llu>ught  proper,  in  order  to  lighten  his 
ifteel,  and  sail  more  comfortably,  to 
throw  over*board  all  the  observations 
which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  upon  that 
subject  on  a  former  evening.  As  the  noble 
lord  had  done  him  the  honour  to  pay  con- 
siderable attention  to  certain  parts  of  the 
speech  which  he  had  then  delivered,  he 
could  only  regret  tliat  the  noble  lord  had 
not  paid  die  same  attention  to  that  part 
of  it  In  which  he  had  described  the  effects 
of  taxation,  not  in  relation  to  the  mere 
sum  paid  into  the  Treasury,  but  in  rela- 
tion to  the  increase  which  it  received  in 
its  various  stages  from  the  original  pro* 
ducer  of  the  article  taxed  to  the  con- 
sumer, forming  in  its  paogress  wbitt  he  had 
taken  the  lib^ty  of  calling  a  reduplica* 
tion  of  taxation.  Ail  those  obaervations 
the  noble  lord  had  discharged  from  his 
mind ;  from  a  fear,  perhaps,  that  if  he 
allowed  them  to  remain  on  it,  they  would 
be  found  to.  be  not  quite  so  easy  of  di<* 
gestion  as  the  noble  lord  wished.  Those 
jibservations,  however,  were  not  the  only 
ones  which  the  noble  lord  had  omitted  in 
his  statement  of  that  niglit  to  notice.  He 
had  left  entirely  out  of  his  consideration 
the  effects  of  taxation  in  raising  the  price 
of  lQl>oiir.  Not  one  word  had  the  noble 
lord  said  d>out  Uxation  in  that  its  most 
piercing,  searching,  and  penetrating  form ; 
npt  OBe  word  had  he  said  of  tlie  manner 
in  which  it  thus  diminitthed  the  profits  to 
the  producer,  and  increased  the  price  to 
the  consumer;  not  one  word  had  he  said 
of  the  effiBCts  which  it  thus  produced  upon 
the  necessaries,  comforts,  and  luxuries  of 
everjr  man  in  the  community.  Instead  of 
uttering  a  single  word  upon  that  subject, 
the  noble  lord  had  told  the  House,  that 
their  way  was,  to  draw  a  strong  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  system  which 
had  been  explained  to  them  that  evening, 
and  the  ^tem  which  had  been  explain^ 
to  them  on  a  former  CTenm^ ;  to  trust  to 
vxe  vivifying  and  fructifying  powers  of 


the  country ;  to  look  to  its  powers  of  re- 
surrection ;  and,  last  of  all,  to  confide  in 
those  true  principles  of  political  economy, 
from  which  every  sentiment  that  the 
noble  lord  had  uttered  was  an  utter  de- 
viation, if,  indeed,  it  were  not  intended  as 
a  violent  satire.  If  the  House  followed 
the  advice  of  the  noble  lord,  and  attempt- 
ed to  draw  the  strong  line  of  demarcation 
which  he  had  suggested,  they  must  draw 
it  between  something  and  nothing,  for  the 
noble  lord  that  evening  had  produced  a 
regular  system,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  nei- 
ther produced,  nor  attempted  to  produce 
on  a  former  evening,  any  system  at  all. 
All  he  had  then  done  was,  to  call  upon 
tlie  House  to  reduce  the  extent  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  existing  system,  to  re- 
lieve the  people  from  the  burthens  under 
which  they  were  at  present  labooring, 
and  to  enforce,  in  every  department  of  the 
state,  retrenchments  of  a  substantial  'na- 
ture, and  not  such  as  were  only  retrench- 
ments in  mere  items,  and  intended  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  swell  a  period,  or 
act  as  clap-traps  in  that  assembly.  Such 
an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  parliament  no 
man  in  his  senses  could  call  a  system ; 
and  the  noble  lord  had  only  called  it  so, 
for  the  invidious  purpose  of  having  ic 
supposed  that  gentlemen  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House  conceived  them- 
selves ito  be  in  possession  of  a  nostrum 
calculated  to  cure  the  diseases  of  the 
state.  Now,  to  such  empiricism  they  had 
never  pretended :  if  there  were  any  em- 
pirics in  the  House,  it  was  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  who,  by  their  exhausting,  eva- 
cuating practice,  had  reduced  the  coun- 
try to  its  present  state  of  agony  and  dis- 
tress. He  trusted  that  the  House  would 
not  forget  the  chief  point,  on  which  he 
and  the  noble  lord  were  at  issue.  The 
noble  lord  maintained,  that  if  the  whole 
mass  of  taxation,  as  he  had  been  pleased 
to  term  it,  were  swept  away,  and  if  M 
chance  of  its  ever  rising  again  to  trouble 
the  country  were  annihilated,  tia  effectual 
relief  would  be  afforded  to  the  people  of 
England  in  their  present  condition  of  suf- 
fering and  misery.  On  the  contrary,  how- 
ever, he  maintained  that  the  relief  to 
which  they  had  a  right,  as  matter  of  jus- 
tice, from  their  representatives,  if  they 
•till  irished  to  keep  up  the  semblance  of 
being  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  as  a  matter  of  humanity,  if  they 
turned  their  view,  to  tiie  distrei»  in  which 
all  classes  were  invplved^-a  relief  from  all 
the  burthens  of  taxation  that  wer^p  not 
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absolutely  warranted  by  slate  fiecvflsky-** 
to  which  relief,  by  the  way,  they  were  as 
mMch  entitled  in  a  time  of  prosperity  as 
in  a  tinae  of  adversity— as  mucn  in  the 
flourishing  state  of  1792»  as  in  the  de- 
pressed state  of  1822 — he  maintained 
that  such  a  relief  would  be  of  the  utmost 
service  and  assistance  to  all  classes  of 
the  community.  He  maintained  that  the 
House,  in  the  existing;  circumstances  of 
the  country,  had  not  the  slightest  right  to 
keep  up  a  single  man  who  was  not  wanted, 
to  birild  a  single  frigate  which  was  unne* 
cessary,  or  to  pay  a  single  officer,  either 
civil  or  military,  whose  services  could  be 
dispensed  with.  He  should  Use  the  same 
language  to  the  House,  if  the  nation  were 
in  prosperity,  that  he  now,  at  a  time  of 
great  general  sofierinffy  tised  in  appealing 

8  its  humanity.  He  should  tell  the 
ouse,  that  it  was  bound  to  economise  at 
all  times;  and,  whenever  it  could,  to 
effect  a  diminution  of  the  public  imposts. 
He  should  tell  it  that  it  was  bound  above  all 
things  to  do  so  now:  and,  wishing  to  follow, 
for  his  own  part,  the  advice  which  he  was 
giving  others,  he  must  say  that  he  would 
not  be  content  with  any  paltry  reductions, 
which  would  be  more  reductions  of  show 
than  of  deed.  Such  was  ibe  paltry  dimi- 
nution of  one  shilling  upon  malt,  that  was 
now  proposed  to  be  nade«^a  redaction 
which  he  regarded  as  an  insuh  and  a  de« 
lusioo  on  the  eouatry.  All  reductions, 
short  of  large  reductions,  were  mere 
palliatives  applied  to  the  disease  which 
was  now  raging  throughout  thei  country ; 
and  if  they  wished  to  act  wisely,  they 
would  make  such  reductions  as  would  be 
general  in  their  operation ;  or  if  not  ge- 
aeral,  such  as  would  give  relief  to  those 
classes  who  were  enduring  the  greatest 
hardships  and  privations. 

Adverting  to  the  other  part  of  the 
project  disclosed  to  parliament  by  the 
noble  lord  that  evening,  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  observed,  that  it  con- 
sisted in  making  savings,  which  the 
noble  lord  said  that  he  bad  made  and 
could  continue  to  make,  to  the  am^uht  of 
2,000,000^  annually— to  be  diminished, 
however,  this  year  bv  a  sum  of  700,000/. 
or  800>000^.,  which  the  noble  lord  said  be 
wanted  for  Greenwich  and  fov  Ireland ; 
and  in  adding  these  savings  to  the  shiking 
fund,  so  aa  to  form  a  totfu  abkingfimd  m 
five  millions  and  a  quarter  or  thereabouts. 
In  that  part  of  his  project,  the  noble  lord 
gloried  with  a  modesty  and  liberality  that 
was  peculiarly  his  own,  and  wUcli  was  on 
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that  account  pecdlariy  entertaiDing ;  be 
gloried,  however,  rather  as  the  proxy  cf 
his  right  hon.  colleague^  the  cbaacdlor  of 
the  exchequer,  than  in  bis  own  personal 
character :  he  said  in  a  voice  ai  ttiompli, 
which  it  was  quite  delightful  to  hear'^ 
**  Behold  at  last,  a  real  sinking  fund  to 
five  millions ;  that  golden  number  whidi 
we  have  so  often  predicted,  but  which  ttH 
this  moment  we  have  never  yet  reaUaed : 
here  it  is,  a  dear  suiplus  beyond  oitr  tx^ 
penditure."  Though  he  was  at  isaoe  with 
the  noble  lord  npon  the  point  of  its  being 
a  clear  surplitt  of  revenue,  be  would,  fotr 
the  sake  of  argument,  conceive  it  to  be 
such ;  and  then  he  would  say,  <*  XiOt  uk 
do  whh  it  what  will  thieve  the  coontiy." 
The  noble  lord,  however,  said,  **  No;  we 
will  not  relieve  the  country«-we  will  not 
take  off  any  of  its  burthens-^we  will  kem 
these  five  millions  and  a  quarter  to  swell 
our  speeches,  and  to  flourish  with  them 
in  the  coune  of  our  debates;  we  will 
keep  up  the  delusion  of  a  sinking  fund ; 
we  will,  bv  all  means,  raise  up  the  S  per 
cents,  and  will  say  that  the  sarety  of  Eng* 
land  depends  entirely  on  the  rise  of  the 
funds ;  above  sAI,  we  will  keep  fkidi  with 
the  public  creditor.''  Keep  fmih  with 
the  publie  creditor  was  that  which  ha 
(Mr.  B.)  said  too.  And  here  he  might  be 
allowed  i«  ask  the  noble  let^,  by  what 
right  it  was  that  he  pteaomed  that  be 
(Mr.  B.)  had  prodaimed  principles  upon 
that  subject  which  were  dahonourable 
and^  unjust,  on  the  pirt  of  the  English 
nation?  Was  it  because  tie  had  said 
**  Before  an  overwhelming  necessltvaflsei^ 
let  not  even  a  whisper  of  such  a  thing  be 
breathed  abroad?''  Did  any  man  pre^ 
tend  to  deny,  that  if  a  paramount  over^ 
whelming  necessi^  i^ioiikl  arise— 4i  ne^^ 
cessity  which  had  no  ears  to  tfear,  ilo 
mind  to  judge,  mid  no  reason  to  obey^a 
necessity  wbidi  tiiade  laws,  and  justified 
the  laws  it  made,-^id  any  man'  pretend 
to  d^ny,  that'  if  such  a  necessity  should 
arise-^and  arise  it  might,  if  all  means  of 
relief  were  sedulously  withheld  f^om  the 
comntry^— they  might  not  foe  compelled 
to  adopt  a  measure  which  they  all  now 
agreed  in  condemning  i  But  he  bad  said 
''until  that  nccessitjr  exists,  let  no 
eaan  whisper  such  k  pronosilion  to 
sully  the  feir  ftuno'  of  tne  oatftan." 
Was  such  advfee  calodaied  to  iMd  to 
the  violation  of  th«  compsiet  with  the 
(mblicereditor?  Certahily  not :  on  the 
comrary,  it  was  Ibe  men  who  c^stinately 
(lerriited  in  witfthoMing  alt  felief>  thai 
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Werd  by  tueh  bondaet  doing  tfefj  thing 
fit  thA  p^^ifef  to  brirtg  oti  mth  a  ^yttetti 
OS  «06t  meVltHbiy  lead  to  the  tidlatioo  of 
that  ccttDpacl.  He  tberefdre  Agm  said^ 
«•  LeaTO  that  accumutating  sinking  fund, 
wbich  has  been  so  ofteii  and  ifo 
iati^fbctotily  expOMd-^that  is  Jroor  only 
Way  to  avoid  that  crisis  Which  My  argti^ 
tnent  points  out  to  yoa  as  possible  to 
Itsppen,  but  which  k  by  no  mearrs  antici- 
pMes.  AbOTO  M  things,  reduce  your 
toxes-^niakeAfl  posaiblo  retrenchment  in 
your  l^xpeAditure-^^-and  then  J  tr (ist  #e 
shall  Outlive  the  day  on  Which  We  ftre 
obliged  to  tise  this  word  ^*  n^c^ssity ;" 
and  shall  be  aUe  to  view  in  the  distance 
the  possibility  of  siieh  tneastires  being 
resotfed  to.*' 

He  would  now  beg  leave  to  say  a 
word  Or  tWo  as  t6  the  origin  of  the 
sinking  (uOd.  Upon  that  subject,  the 
noble  lord  had  appealed  to  txiany  tvloable 
aotboritiesi  but  chiefly  to  ohe  which 
was  certain  to  hare  great  weight  and 
influence  in  that  House— to  a  niaa 
whose  strength  of  mibd  and  purity  6t 
conduct  he  respected  as  highly  as  tb6 
iKtble  lord  himself^a  tnah  who,  though 
he  had  swayed  the  interests  of  England, 
tind,  to  A  certain  degree,  thoso  of  Europe, 
had  ruldd  with  still  tnoro  despotic  sway 
oter  the  interests  Of  finfliice.  Hedidndt 
doi^t  the  success  of  that  appeal ;  bdt  he 
thought  it  came  with  a  bad  grace  frohi 
those  stAtesmi^  who  had  gone  on  step  by 
step,  pulling  out  stones  fVom  that  edifice, 
which  they  called  by  his  name,  tUi  they 
had  scarcely  led  It  anything  but  the  name. 
But,  gr^ng  to  that  inustrlous  statesman 
all  the  credit  due  to  the  system,  be  roust 
still  say,  that  he  would  have  spufned  all 
the  little  contrivances,  all  the  vile  expe- 
dients, which  ^nderhngs  in  oftce  had  nut 
in  ex^utioo  in  order  to  continue  it,  but 
wiiich  their  superiors  had  covertly  coun- 
tenanced, saying  they  could  not  help  it— 
|i  thing  which  he  at  least  would  never 
have  condescended  to  do.  He  reneated 
the  assertion,  that  the  friends  ox  tb^t 
Slostrioos  statesman,  bad,  piece  by  piece, 
destroyed  that  tery  iystem  which  they 
Were  always  so  ready  to  prahc.  The  first 
inroAd  that  was  made  imon  the  sinking 
Amd,  as  established  by  Mr.  Pitt,  wiis  in 
1801,  whilst  he  was  yet  alive^  Tinit  was, 
however,  but  a  slight  deviatidn  froth  it, 
When  compared  wini  those  Which  foilow- 
od.  in  1819,  a  ris6nstrotts  dtfvhition  frOta 
h  took  place,  tinder  die  guidance  of  the 
cfifiidc^llOr  of  the  exchequer,  whom  the 


noble  lord  had  that  evening  held  up  tb  \he 
admiration  of  the  House  as  the  golden 
deity  of  a  surplus  revenue  of  five  millions. 
Then  came  repeated  borrowings  from  it, 
until  at  last  they  were  obliged  to  calculate 
its  aniount  in  fractions  of  a  million,  in- 
Itetid  of  having,  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  principled, 
a  dear  sinklnff  filnd  of  21,000,00(M.  In- 
deed, Some  tune  ago  there  wa<  some  un- 
cert^ty  whether  there  was  ftny  sinking 
fbnd  at  all.  La$t  year  it  was  asserted  not 
to  be  more  than  1,800,000/. ;  and  in  the 
present  it  had  been  unexpectedly  increased 
to  ^,000,OOM.  After  iuch  a  statement, 
to  s<r^  that  gentlemen  on  his  ^ide  of  the 
House  were  the  first  to  iovilde  iht  sinking 
fund— to  call  down  vengeance  upon  thdr 
heads  for  daring  to  touch  that  which  ought 
to  be  considered  sscred^to  charge  them 
with  inconsistency,  because  they  now 
called  upon  government  (6  flbimdon  it 
for  Uie  relief  of  a  distressed  people,  was, 
of  all  the  delusions,  both  political  and 
arithmetical,  which  the  nobid  lord  bad 
that  evening  endeavoured  to  raise,  the 
most  absurdly  fanciful. 

The  hon.  and  learned  member  theri 
proceeded  to  discuss  another  point  in 
which  the  present  advocates  of  the 
ihiking  fund  hdd  devfbted  fVom  the 
principles  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  con- 
ducted it  Instead  of  silawltg  it  to  ftc- 
cutoulate  at  compound  interelA,  wliicb 
was  Mr.  Pitt's  prindple  taken  from  Dt. 
Price,  they  had  returned  to  an  accumula- 
tion at  simple  interest,  on  the  principle 
adopted  by  sir  R.  Walpole.  After  com- 
menting upon  the  inconsistency  which 
existed  between  the  words  ftnd  actions  of 
these  admirers  of  Mr.  Pittas  sinking  fund, 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  adverted  to 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  noble  lord 
hadpatfised  over  the  retrenchments  thcit 
he  had  stated  himself  prepared  to  make. 
So  rapidly  had  the  noble  lord  run  over 
these  items,  that  he  defied  any  man  to 
say  whether  there  was  any  intention  to 
reduce  the  civil  list ;  whether  there  was 
any  intention  to  abolish  or  reduce  any 
useless  places  or  pensions ;  whether  there 
was  any  intention  to  overhaul  the  perqui- 
sites of  office.  How  that  had  come  to 
pass,  be  could  not  tell ;  whether  the  noble 
ford  had  intentionally  otaitted  them,  or 
whether  they  were  to  form  a  p^n  d  the 
statement  hereafter  to  be  given  by  the 
diancellor  of  the  etcheouer,  as  to  the 
manner  fu  whidt  iSOflObl.  wtts  to  be 
saved  by  a  reduction  of  offices  and  super- 
ammations  *       • 
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The  Marqnis  of  Londonderry^ — They 
do  form  a  part  of  bis  statement. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  had  thought  so, 
and  would  mention  a  short  con?ersation 
which  had  occurred  between  himself  and 
an  hon.  friend,  in  illuslration  of  the 
reasons  why  he  had  tliought  to.  His 
hon.  friend,  in  listening  to  the  speech  of 
die  noble  lord,  had  asked  him  (Mr.  B.) 
what  had  become  of  the  retrenchments 
which  had  been  promised  in  the  opening 
of  the  speech.  •*  Surely,"  said  he,  <<  the 
noble  lord  must  be  coming  to  the  retrench* 
ments  which  he  spoke  ou^  He  (Mr.  B.) 
replied,  that  his  friend  was  very  much 
mistaken,  for  the  noble  lord  had  passed 
by  them.  <*  Impossible,**  said  his  hon. 
friend,  and  turned  round  with  a  smile  of 
indignation.  The  matter  had,  however, 
turned  out  just  as  he  had  stated,  much  to 
the  surprise  of  his  hon.  friend,  but  not 
at  all  to  his  own ;  for  he  had  grown  gray 
in  experience  of  the  noble  lord's  line  of 
policy,  and  was  now  perfectly  acquainted 
with  all  the  tact  and  tactics  of  his  ad- 
versary. All  that  was  to  be  got  by  abo- 
lishing useless  civil  places  all  that  was  to 
be  got  by  abolishing  those  heavy  burthens 
upon  the  people  which  were  now  become 
intolerable,  all  that  was  to  be  got  by  ex- 
tending to  them  every  relief  to  which  they 
were  so  justly  entitled,  all  attempts  to  af- 
ford them  that  decent  comfort  of  which 
their  situation  was  so  susceptible,  and  to 
3how  them  that  the  House  would  not  con- 
tinue to  mock  their  misery,  all  these  ma- 
nifestations of  feeling  towards  them  were 
to  be  left  untried.  The  system  of  job- 
bing for  parliamentary  purposes  and  court 
influence  out  of  the  public  purse,  when 
the  people  were  starving  for  want,  was 
yet  untouched.  Besides  these,  were  the 
ministers  to  overlook  all  that  was  to  be 
gained,  all  that  was  to  be  secured,  for 
still  higher  purposes,  for  more  sacred  in* 
terests,  for  renovating  the  British  con- 
stitution^ and  saving  it  from  being  at 
length  overwhelmed  by  the  corrupt  in- 
fluence of  ministers  improperlywielding 
the  patronage  of  the  Crown  i  Why  were 
not  these  attempts  made,  in  a  crisis  like 
the  present,  to  secure  public  confidence  ? 
He  had  heard,  indeed,  that  one  measure 
of  reduction  was  contemplated  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government— a  10  per  cent  deduc- 
tion from  official  salaries.  This,  he  sup- 
posed^ was  to  be  an  average  ofiering  to 
secure  the  main  interest  a  sort  of  pre- 
mium of  insurances  which  all  placemen 
were  to  render  or  do  by  way  of  policy 
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with  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in 
order  to  keep  hb  systeib  afloat,  and  to 
avert  the  dangers  of  the  storm,  which  was 
now  battering  the  vessel  of  the  state. 
This  policjr  was  not  likely  to  be  eflSsctive. 
But>  take  it  in  another  point  of  view,  it 
was  most  unfair  and  unjust.  Ten  per  cent 
might  be  a  great  deal  too  orach,  nay 
even  5  per  cent  to  be  deducted  from  the 
salaries  of  some  officers.  He  could  name 
many  small  public  servants  who  had  em- 
barlced  their  only  capital,  which  was  their 
time,  their  youth,  their  health,  in  the  es- 
tablishments to  which  they  were  attached^ 
who  had  disqualified  theoiselves  by  having 
%o  done  from  embarking  their  fortunes  in 
anjT  other  pursuit,  and  too  were  now  with 
their  families  lingering,  rather  than  living, 
upon  salaries  of  80/.  or  90/.  a  year.  How 
would  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent  af- 
fect them  ?  It  in  fact  would  make  the 
whole  difference  of  their  being  able  to  exist, 
or  unable.  In  many  cases,  10  per  cent, 
would  be  entirely  too  little  to  take  ofi^ 

Suite  incommensurate  with  the  profits  of 
leir  station,  or  the  imperative  exigency 
of  the  present  crisis.  But,  besides  that 
class  of  persons,  there  was  a  higher  set, 
the  standing  tenants  of  profitable  office, 
many  of  whom  were  arranged  upon  the 
benches  opposite,  from  whom  a  sacrifice 
of  10  per  cent,  would  be  literally  nothing, 
and  quite  incommensurate  with  the  hopes, 
the  just  expectations,  the  demands  of  the 
people.  So  that  the  offer  of  10  percent, 
whilst  in  one  way  it  would  work  injustice, 
would  in  another  do  nothing— -would  be 
little  better  than  a  mockery  of  the  public 
suffering.  Why,  in  the  name  of  God, 
were  not  those  ereat  public  offices  filled 
(as  he  had  no  doubt  they  might  always 
be)  by  volunteers,  satisfied  with  the  ho- 
nour, dignity  and  patronage  of  them^ 
Such  men  would  be  better  able  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  great  officers  of 
the  household,  and  adorn  a  constitution 
of  which  they  could  not  be  the  props,  ex- 
cept as  the  props  of  the  Crown.  Would 
those  sreat  officers  adorn  the  constitution 
less  if  they  entered  them  on  some  other 
principle  than  on  that  of  gain— on  soma 
other  principle  than  on  that  of  trade— on 
some  other  principle  than  that  of  a  re- 
compence  by  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  ? 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  say  the  same  of 
the  more  effident  offices  of  the  state. 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  sayinff,  that  he 
thought  those  offices  might  be  better  held 
by  persons  who  would  be  content  with 
half  the  present  salaries.    Even  if  the  sa« 
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laries  were  not  adequate  to  the  expences 
of  the  situations,  that  would  be  no  bar  to 
the  acceptance  of  office.  For,  although 
he  was  not  so  romantic  as  to  suppose  that 
any  man,  who  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years  had  received  a  great  salary  while  in 
office,  had  not  made  money  of  his  situa« 
tion,  he  nevertheless  believed,  that  with 
the  exception  of  the  late  Mr.  Perceval, 
and  perhaps  not  with  that  exception,  the 
same  individuals  who  had  held  the  offices 
of  state  during  that  period,  would,  have 
held  them,  even  had  the  salaries  been  re- 
duced a  third,  or  even  a  half.  That  was 
an  opinion  which  he  had  long  held;  and 
holding  also  the  opinion,  that  whether  in 
times  of  distress  or  of  prosperity,  not  an 
unnecessary  forthing  ought  to  be  wrung 
from  the  people  by  their  representatives, 
he  was  positive  that  a  temporary  reduc- 
tion, and  he  believed  that  a  permanent 
reduction,  might  be  advantageously  ef- 
fected. There  were  some  offices,  how« 
ever,  of  high  nature,  which  if  touched 
at  all,  ought  to  be  touched  delicately* 
They  were  offices  which  required  so  pe- 
culiar an  education,  and  so  long  a  previous 
course  of  study,  on  the  part  of  those  fil- 
ling them,  that  they  were  fully  entitled  to 
all  the  pecuniary  advantages  they  enjoyed. 
At  the  risk-  of  every  kind  of  misrepresen- 
tation and  jeering,  to  which,  as  a  member 
of  the  legal  profession,  he  knew  he  i^ould 
lay  himself  open  by  the  observation  he 
was  about  to  offer,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  declaring  it  to  be  his  decided  opinion, 
that  those  who  held  judicial  appointments, 
were  not  too  abundantly  remunerated. 
When  a  man  was  made  a  judge,  he  was 
taken  from  a  very  lucrative  practice.  He 
had  known  judges,  who,  by  becoming  so, 
sacrificed  half  their  usual  mcome.  Now, 
when  It  was  consklered  how  incalculably 
beneficial  it  was  to  the  public,  at  any  cost, 
to  have  the  best  qualified  individuals  dis- 
pensing justice  from  the  bench,  it  would 
be  felt  that  this  was  a  branch  of  the 
public  service,  the  emolument  of  which 
ought  not  to  be  touched. 

He  begged  pardon  for  troubling '  the 
House  so  long;  but  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  on  the  conclud- 
ing part  of  the  noble  lord's  speech.  The 
next  part  of  the  plan  was  to  borrow  four 
millions  on  the  security  of  three  per  cent 
exchequer  bills,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
plying the  money  in  some  way  which 
the  noble  lord  did  not  explain  with  his 
usual  perspicuity.  He  understood  that 
the  application  of  the  four  millions  was  to 


be  two-fold;' partly  bthepurchase  of  stock 
to  raise  the  price  of  the  mnds  (a  favourite 
object  with  the  gentlemen  opposite,  and 
auxiliary  to  their  plan  of  paying  off  the  five 
per  cents. ),  and  theremamder  in  aid  of  the 
poor-rates.    Now  really  he  was  utterly  at 
a  loss  to  discover  how  this  would  in  any 
way  counteract  the  existing  evil.    The 
noble  lord  had,  in  his  usual  figurative  man- 
ner, complained  of  the  effect  of  pouring 
into  the  country  such  a  rapid  torrent  of 
gold,  that  if  it  were  not  stemmed  in  its 
course  it  would  be  productive  of  incalcu- 
lable mischief.    To  use  the  noble  lord's 
own  expression  on  a  recent  occasion,  the 
noble  lord  seemed  to  have  quite  a  hydro- 
phobia of  gold  [a  laugh].    Now  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  ravages  of  such  a  torrent 
would  be  confined  to  this— that  when  the 
tide  had  set  steadily  in,  and  the  gold  had 
got  into  circulation  and  affected  the  ex- 
changes, the  overplus  would  set  out  again. 
The  ebb  would  follow  the  flow,  until  that 
level  was  restored,  which  all  the  power  of 
man  could  not  prevent  or  destroy.    Un- 
less, therefore,  the  noble  lord  meant  that 
the  Bank  (for  what  purpose  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conjecture  J  was  accumulating^  so 
much  gold  ais  to  diminish  the  circulating 
medium  all  over  Europe,  and  that  the  four 
millions  of  exchequer  bills  were  to  be  is- 
sued to  make  up  that  deficiency,  he  could 
not  conceive  what  possible  ill  effect  would 
be  produced.    The  noble  lord,  however, 
forgot  that  the  Bank  could  not  issue  gold 
beyond  a  certain    amount.    If  they  re- 
issued the  gold,  it  would  not  remain  m  the 
country ;  and  as  long  as  paper  was  con- 
vertible into  gold,  it  woula  be  utterly  inl- 
possible  for  the  noble  lord,  with  dl  his 
power  over  the  finances  of  the  country, 
to  derange  or  impede  the  unerring,  un- 
alterable, and  inevitable  proportions  which 
the  laws  of  nature  assigned  to  r^ulate 
her  own  level.    Another  Bank-restriction 
act    would,  he  knew,    do  it ;  but  who 
would  attempt  to  revhre  a  measure,  from 
the  baneful  effects  of  which  the  country 
was  at  this  day  so  heavily  suffering  ?   That 
part  of  the  noble  lord's  plan  was  therefore 
quite  nugatory,  and  the  second  part  of  it 
was  worse  than  nugatory,  for  it  was  mis- 
chievous.   To  control  the  operation  of  the 
circulation   of    gold   was    impractic^le 
enough,  according  to  the  noble  lord's  plan ; 
but  to  hear  him  offer  to  lend  all  the  pa- 
rishes of  the  kingdom  specific  sums  of 
money  in  aid  of  the  poor-rates,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  astonishing  1    To  hear  that 
such  a  proposition,  if  carried  into  efSectf 
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aggravating  ^W  ibe  previously  ^p4«Uf^ 
evi>>  w!|t  to  bm  «(&09t  wonierfiily  ^Ibe^t 
b^  vMQOt  unaoci^toaied  to  the  matvellotw 
iitatemants  occaaiooally  delivered  by  tb^i 
noble  lord.  To  ^^  ^^  i^le  lord  grav^y 
and  seriously  dole  qut  tfaia  project  to  tbe 
country  geculemn  as  a  remedy  9r  a  relief, 
was,  even  froni  himy  c^naoat  aa  miraci^lona* 
at  the  n9q$t  visionary  measure  vbicb  i^ 
i^as.  possible  for  any  huinaQ  beingto  pro- 
pose on  t^  present  occasion*  X>id  the 
lipuse  expect  him  to  iv'gue  the  folly  of 
anch  a  scbeffie  ?  Supposing  for  a  mofnent 
thai  tbis  plan  was  po^t  i»  operation^  mnst 
QOl  tbe  lipan  who  waa  to  be  relieved,  be-, 
cause  ^  was  unable  to  pay  his  ratoi  this 
year,  1^  pepared  with  security  topav 
tfmp  doubly  (that  is,  with  the  fresh 
ratea)  in  the  ensuing  year,  with  jaiereat, 
of  COM fse,  with  tha  cpst  of  every  sort  0; 
waste  in  the  Btam^gejaent  of  these  funds 
iia  the  han4a  to  wfaicb  they  vera  to  be  in* 
trusted?  All  this  accunmlation  of  post 
tbe  borrows  must  be  prepartd  to  meet 
after  the  lasse  of  a  year !  SjUy  aa  wa4 
the  fih^ji  t^  fending,  firit  €oaterop]ate4  by 
ministers^tha^  plan  which  waf  Sfoat^  on 
all  aidea  the  momaot  i<  waa  announced, 
abandoned  even  by  the  iaventoir  hjuooself, 
and  disowned  the  moment  after  ha  pro* 
posed  it — ^ludicrous  aa  that  plan  undoubt* 
edly  was^  of  lending  Exchequer  bills  to 
the  country  gentlemen,  it  was  not  half  so 
absurd  as  the  present  proposition.  The 
firat  plan  was,  to  confide  the  moi>ey  into 
th^  hands  of  those  who  were  interested 
ia  its  economical  applicatioa;  but  the 
new  plan  was,  to  intrust  it  to  th^  discretion 
and  rasponaibility  of  oveiseera  and  trus^ 
teea  for  tbo-  poor,  who  ware  annually 
deoted,  and  alone  antiAudly  responaiUe. 
The  m4>lo  lord's  plan  rose^  a(^p  by  atepi 
to  the  cUivax  ofafesuodity.  Ha^wasta 
run  tha  accqunta  of  aU  the  parishea  of  tba 
fcinadqui^  into  o^Ci^  to  anabta  tham  to  pay 
doubly  next  year  what  thay  could  not 
siii^y  in  tho  present :  and  this  miracle 
waa  to  be  accomplished  tbl:o^gh  thie  same 
careful,  disinterested,  judipioas,  and  re^ 
aponsiUe  overseers,  wbo  ware,  in  addition 
to  their  other  labours,  to  have  the  power 
of  applying  a  portion  of  the  funds  con- 
fided to  them  for  the  completion  of  uae^ 
fu]  public  works !  Better  would  it  be,  that 
the  noble  lord  should,  aa  ho  once  said, 
recommend  the  appli^cajtioii  of  the  money 
t^  if^^Sf^g  boles  and  ^ing  tham  up  again, 
thaa  direict  its  ezpeaditure  in  the  way  he 
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ba4  anggestad.  If  a  public  work  werf 
wanting,  aod  the  parish  could  afford  to 
undert&e  it  ^  and  if  they  could  not,  why 
^mmeoceitn,  there  was  no  doubt  it 
would  proceed,  if  it  we^e  deemed  bene«- 
ficiaJ,  without  the  noble  lord's  aid*  The 
parisbiopera,  in  such  a  case,  woald  noa- 
nag^  t^^  own  interests  much  better  than 
that  noble  lord  could  ^for  them ;  but  if  hof 
with  his  authority,  came  forward  to  stimu* 
latc^  them,  by  the  use  of  the  public  money, 
to  undertake  expenaive  projeota  before 
they  could  themselves  afford  them,  the 
inevitable  conseqAiaACO  woiiid  be,  to  in* 
troduce  'parochiaUy  th^  sanie  great  and 
laviah  profusion  which  prevaimi  in  the 
public  administration  of  the  general  in* 
terests  of  the  country  f-<- to  reiterate 
throughout  every  p^isb  of  the  country, 
aa  much  axtcavagant  waste  of  pubUe 
money,  as  be,  on  a  former  evening,  had 
g^veo  them  a  speaiman  of,  whan  be  ra* 
f<^r^  to  tbo  details  of  the  finance  report. 
Ha  bfuil  now  detained  them  tpo.loi^  in 
dwelling  upon  the  complicated  parts  of 
this  difuse  subject*  He  earnaatly  bf- 
sought  the  Houaa  and  tbo  gfoitleman  of 
£nglaod  at  lao|S^h  to  open  their  eyes  to 
their  owpsitaatf<>D»  V^^  ^V^  ^  themselves 
for  the  ipaoagemeot  of  their  own  concerns. 
I^et  tham  continue,  if  they  would,  to  re- 
poaa  ^o  same  confidence  they  had  done 
la  lus  majast/s  ministers  let  these  minis- 
tera  retain  their  officea.  God  forbid  that 
any  other  set  of  men  should  covet  their 
places  1  He  no  more  now  thought  of  see* 
iDg  auacessors  to  them,  than  1^  did  two 
years  ago,  when  bo  calWd  the  attention  of 
that  House,  in  the  hope  of  their  caution^ 
iag  ministers  by  their  interposing  voices 
and  drivioff  tbom  from  the  wanton  £oMj 
and  counjSeaa  perils  of  the  Queen'a  bilL 
In  the  aai^  tone,  and  trith  no  desire  of 
displacing  tbeni,  he  aow  solensnly  con* 
jured  the  country  g^letfien  to  stay  the 
paoffarad  measurea  of  ministers,  and 
qiake  thatp  subs^tute  in  thair  place  others 
better  adaj^  to  tbe  condition  of  tha 
kmgdom.  Let  those  lainistera  still  rcr 
cetve  tbo  confidence  of  parliamept;  but 
let  them  at  sudi  a  crisis  be  compelled  to 
4iow  that  they  deserve  it.  Let  the  House, 
hy  a  tiflfieljr  in^rpoyition,  save  thessssJve^ 
and  by  domg  so  save  their  aountr^^  Let 
them  uphold  the  public  credit,  which  waa 
in  danger,  not  from  tbo  visionary  schemes 
of  innovators,  but  from  the  fatal  tendency 
of  the  npble  lord's  measureyi.  The  gentle- 
men ff  England  might  noiv  interfere,  la 
perfect  consiftency  with  their  past  princi^ 
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plas.  kwMimlvfortteD  to  apeak.  And  t)M 
teblelord  would  feel  himtelf  bound  to  obey* 
They  flood  io  a  situation  of  great  and  mo* 
Mentooi  ree|M>nsibilily  f  for  tlirougk  the 
aimwtfff  in  whom  they  confidedy  they  had 
aoiv  an  opportunity  of  aatriog  their  cottotry. 
Let  them  reflect  upon  the  contequencef 
ef .  an  unoppoting  and  ttdinterrupted  oon-» 
fidenoe  i  They  had  believed  too  loogi 
y^y  had  trusted  too  implicitly  in  stale  em* 
pirics»  who,  upon  the  effect  of  artfully 
iMsed  alarmiy  bad  built  the  fabrio  of  theit 
power.  At  one  moment  the  alarm  was, 
ifaAt  Napoleon  would  take  their  moneys— 
•C  another  that  the  radicab  would  take 
fteir  ooostitution»  These  state  empirics 
drew  their  sole  author ity  ft*om  alafm-^their 
only  specific  was  endless  et acuation.  The 
aafety  of  the  country  Jiinged  more  than  it 
had  ever  dene  npoa  any  former  occasion, 
on  the  decision  which  the  country  gen* 
tleaoen  were  prepared  to  adopt  uix>n  the 
dascussiod  tj(  that  evening.  lie  earnestly 
implored  them  to^paose  before  they  rashly 
adopted  the  plan  which  had  been  deve^ 
loped  to  Chene  m  the  neble  lord  that  eire« 
aing.  He  iavoned  the  wtsdoin  of  heaven 
in  guide  theaar  and  he  earnestly  Implored 
that  bis  humble  and  aolemn  prayer  might 
not  be  orged  in  Tab* 

Mr.  HuMtsom  began  by  remarking,  that 
thm  motion  then  before  the  House  wae 
timpljf  for  an  aceount,  to  the  production 
oi  which  there  could  be  no  possible  objeo* 
tion.  Bot  ioasmoch  aa  the  comprehen>* 
sive  speech  of  his  PoUe  friend  (lord 
Lomlonderry),  who  had  intmdnced  that 
motion,  neoeasaril^  embraced  topics  8imt« 
kr  to  those  which  had  been  brought 
nader  the  view  of  the  House  by  an  hon^ 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham) 
en  a  prtceding  day,  and  again  thai 
enrening,  the  present  discussion  might 
bo  considered  m  the  light  of  an  odjoornF* 
•d  debate  upon  the  nature  and  onuses 
of  the  present  distress.  He  was  the 
more  at  liberty  to  look  at  it  in  that 
point  of  YieWi  without  yiolating  either  the 
tbrms  or  the  roles  of  the  House,  as  the 
hen.  and  learned  gentlemnn'a  motion,  on 
Monday  hKt,  had  been  met,  and  most 
■f operly  disposed  of^  not  npon  its  metilsy 
hut  br-  the  preyiooa  question.  That  mo* 
•ien,  however,  had  anavered  the  boo.  and 
learned  gentleman's  purpose.  It  enabled 
hsra  to  range  over  the  whole  manor  of 
poKtioal  eoenomy,  to  fire  his  shoU  at 
mndom,  nad  then  to  day,  when  tfaemi^ 
BMter  of  ihe  Crown  was  obliged  to  go 
etnr  the  sam#  btat,  ^e  ken.  and  learned 
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gentleman  catse  ibrwiavd^.  hk   no   very 

sportsman^MfiO  manner,  to  claim  as  his  own 

the  fruits  of  the  nobJe  lord's  more  steady 

pursuit.  That  the  hon.  and  learned  geotle-> 

man,  however,  was  mistaken  in  supposing 

that  the   noble  lord's  plans    had  been 

changed,  in  conseouence  of  his  (Mr.  B.) 

spee^,  he  (Mr.  H.)  could  assure  him,  from 

his  own  personal  anowledge ;  but,  inde* 

pendeotly  of  his  assertion,  lie  would  leave 

to  the  House  to  determine,  considering  the 

oireumstaoces  under  which  the  hon.  and 

learned  genfleman  had  made  his  motion, 

wliether  it  was  not  more  probable  that  the 

object  of  his  speech  had  been  to  antici** 

pate  the  measures  of  government,  than 

that  those  measures,  adopted  after  long 

and  mature  deliberation,  had  been  altered 

to  aeoommodate  themselves  to  the  impres- 

sion  made  by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 

foamed  member.    Leavios  him,  however, 

in  the  enjoyment  of  this  roncied  triumphi 

he  (Mr.  H.)  should  think  himself  at  liber* 

ty,  in  rising  to  state  his  own  view  oC.out 

present  difficulties,  to  refer  also  to  the 

tion»«and  learned  member's  speech  of  the 

former  night,  aa  far  as  it  related  to  the  sub« 

jeot  of  the  present  discussion.  He  felt  this 

to  be  the  more  necessary,  whatever  might 

be  the  indiscretion  of  entering  upon  so  wide 

a  fields  and  the  indisposition  of  the  House 

to  attend  to  matters  necessarily  dry  aod 

uninviting,  as  he  had  never  heard  a  speech 

more-  abounding  in  mistaken  assertions^ 

more  fhiught  with  erroneous  principles 

and  contradictory  inferences,  more  preg* 

nant  with  alsrm^  mischief  and  dan^^r,  or 

more  calculated  to  mislead  the  judgment 

by  a  delusive  appeal  to  the  prejudices  and 

iuffertn^  of  the  people ;  and  tohurrr  par^ 

Ihtment  itself  into  a  course  which,  if  once 

entered  opon,  it  would  be  too  late  to  re« 

tmce,  however  much  they  might  after-» 

wards  deplore  their  error.  "^He  did  not  afr* 

cribw  this  character  to  the  hon.  and  \^nn 

ed  gentleman's  views,  under  the  influence 

of  party  spirit«-far  firem  it,  his  wish  was^ 

as  nnich  as  possible,  to  keep  the  mighty 

interasta  at  stake  ootof  theranae  of  party 

feeling.    Looking  to  the  eompTicated  re«* 

h^Umships  extstmg  between  the  landed 

interest  and  all  the  other  great  interesU 

of  the   country,   and    to    the  manifold 

diffidulties  of  the  subject,  he  coukl  wish 

gendemen  to  come  to  its  examioation  in 

that  House  as  oalndy  and  dispassionately 

aa  they  would  to  a  similar  discussion  in 

the  chiaet.    This  was  the  course  which 

he  was  determined  to  pursue,    stating 

feariessly  hi^  owp  ipipressions^  with  the 
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greatest  defereDce  certMoly  to  the  judj^ 
ment  of  others  with  whom  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ,  either  in  or  out  of  par* 
liament,  but  without  any  personal  consi% 
deration,  except  that  of  regret  at  the  exist* 
ence  of  any  such  difference  between  their 
sentiments  and  his  own. 

When  the  subject  to  be  considered  is 
the  present  distrett,  it  is  natural  to  look 
back  to  periods  of  poMi  distress,  b  the 
hope  that,  by  a  reference  to  former  aufier- 
ings,  some  useful  lessons  of  experience, 
some  valuable  inferences,  and  some  mon- 
itory cautions  may  be  derived,  to  serve 
as  a  guide  to  carry  us  through  the  straits 
and  difficulties  of  the  present  moment. 
Without  going  into  a  long  detail,  or  to 
remote  events,  he  could  with  gentlemen 
to  bear  in  mind  that,  in  nK>st  instances  of 
former  severe  distress,  we  have  had  to 
encoimter  evils  (and  those  evils  attended 
with  symptoms  and  dangers)  which  fortu- 
nately do  not  press  upon  us  at  this  mo* 
ment.  Let  them  recall  to  their  recollec- 
tion the  heart-rending  accounts  which,  on 
former  occasions,  have  reached  us  from 
the  poptilation  of  our  manufacturing  and 
trading  districts.  How  long  is  it  since 
the  House  was  told,  and  told  with  too 
much  truth,  that  a  considerable  proportion 
•f  those  condensed  masses  of  the  people 
were  destitute  of  employment  or  resource, 
almost  perishing  in  the  streets  for  want  of 
food  or  clothing,  having  sold  piece-meal 
their  fiimiture  to  sustain  life;  that  the' 
manufactories  were  closed,  the  prisons 
overflowing,  the  work-houses  crowded  to 
excess,  the  shipping  of  the  country  un« 
employed  and  rotting  in  port  i  It  is  im- 
possible to  have  forgotten  the  period 
when  in  those  districts,  misery  was  so  gene- 
ral and  so  urgent,  that  neither  the  com- 
pulsory levies  of  the  poor  rates,  nor  Uie 
liberal  aid  of  voluntary  benevolence  could 
adequately  administer  to  its  relief;  when 
that  misery,  goaded  on  by  public  agitators, 
was  rushing  into  acts  of  desperation ;  when 
life  and  property  were  equally  insecure, 
—at  least,  when  tbey  could  not  be  protect- 
ed by  the  ordinary  administration  of  law ; 
and  when  expensive  military  precautions 
and  new  laws  became,  therefore,  necessary 
to  preserve  the  |Hiblic  Peace.  What,  in 
those  perilous  times  which  followed  so 
vapidly  upon  the  restoration  of  Peace, 
was  the  language  of  the  samf  men,  who 
had  so  steadily  and  systematically  foretold 
the  defeat  and  humiliation  of  our  arms 
during  the  whole  progress  of  the  war  ? 
The  trade  of  foreign  prophecy  was  fortu- 
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natdy  at  an  end,  bat  foitUel  to  their  vo» 
cation,  they  entered  upon  the  new  fidd 
miened  to  them  by  our  dooMstic  difficultiea. 
Thesedifficultiesyweweretold,  werethene- 
cessary  consequences  of  taxation  and  high 
prices — that  we  had  saved  £urope,  timt 
we  had  acquired  military  gloiy  mdeed,  but 
that  the  price  had  been  the  ruin  of  Ekig^nd 
"—that  in  this  cotmtry  the  expense  of  liv« 
iog  was  so  great  we  could  no  ]oii|er 
manu&cture  or  narigate  in  competitioQ 
with  other  nations  •*  that  oor  roanuftie- 
luring  and  tradmg  capitals  would  seek 
employment  in  less  burthened  countries 
—that  the  middle  classes  would  nugratt 
to  live  cheaper  and  better  abroad,  and 
that  the  bullc  of  our  industrious  popula- 
tion would  in  consequence  be  left  des- 
titute from  want  of  employment.  The 
manufiicturing  population,  assured  by 
these  prophets  of  misfortune,  that  theur 
then  misery  was  only  the  beginnmg  of  the 
still  greater  privations  whicli  awaited  them, 
were  further  told,  that  the  magi^itiide  of 
the  public  debt  was  the  foundation  of  all 
the  evils  under  which  they  labourecU— 
that  this  debt  was  the  creature  of  a  cor«^ 
nipt  parliament;  and  that  the  altemaUve 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  ruin  and  starva- 
tion, or  on  the  other,  the  annihilation  of 
the  *<  pretended  national  debt,*'  and  a 
radical  reform  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
These  were  the  only  remedies  at  that  time ; 
they  are  the  only  remedies  of  the  same 
class  of  politicians  for  our  agricultural 
difficulties  at  the  present  moment.  If  any 
one  doubt  this,  let  him  compare  the  pnn 
ceedings  of  all  the  popular  meetings  about 
four  years  ago,  in  tne  manufacturing  parts 
of  the  kin«lom,  with  the  speeches  afe 
several  of  the  meetings  lately  called  in  the 
agricultural  districts.  He  will  find  in  both 
cases  the  same  doctrines  inculcated,  in 
many  instances  too,  by  the  sameindividi^ 
als,  and  adopted  by  those  who  listened  to 
thero,asthe/Miiiiicfa  for  all  their  difficulties. 
But  our  manufacturiiig  distress  was  at- 
tended with  alarming  symptoms  which 
excited  apprehension  even  among  men 
not  given  to  despond.  Coiisumptbo  bad 
diminished,  and  was  rapidly  dimiaishing 
—the  revenue  was  CsUing  off  from  week  to 
week,  and  from  quaiter  to  quarter— ^public 
credit  was  very  low— private  credit  out 
of  the  ouestion,  upon  the  best  securi- 
ties, within  the  limiu  of  It^pX  interest. 
These  certainly  were  indications  of  the 
coimtry  being  in  a  labouring,  if  not  in  a 
declining  state.  The  argument,  therefore^ 
of  those  who  took  a  gloomy  viewof  our  •£* 
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laira  wat  at  least  kiteliigiMe,  and  the  con- 
clutioD  oonsittent  with  the  argument, 
^though  in  the  degree  it  might  be  pushed 
too  far.  In  substance  the  argument  was 
this— taxation  has  a  tendency  to  raise 
prices— the  rise  of  prices  to  render  labour 
dear— and  dear  labour  to  drive  capital  to 
more  pro6table  eroplojment  else- 
But  that  taxation  can  be  the 
I  of  low  prices,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
present  low  price  of  articles,  of  universal 
demand  and  consumption,  in  respect  of 
which  the  grower  has  the  monopoly  of  the 
home  market,  is  one  of  the  strangest 
paradoxes  which  the  wit  of  man  ever 
devised. 

After  this  retrospect  to  the  remedies 
proposed  for  the  late  distress  in  the  ntanu- 
ncturintf  and  trading  districts,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  ask,  has  the  national  debt  been  an- 
Bibilated  I  Has  the  parliament  been  re« 
modelled  ?  Has  thesinking  fond  been  taken 
away  ?  Have  taxes  been  repealed  I  Or, 
without  recurring  to  any  of  these  expedi- 
ents>  have  the  glut  and  stagnation  ceased  ? 
Has  manufacturing  industry  recovered? 
Has  public  credit  been  improved  ?  Is  pri* 
vate  credit  flourishing  >  Is  the  revenue 
progressively  cprowing  better?  Is  the 
population  of  Lancashire,  Yorkshire  and 
the  other  manufacturing  counties  fully 
employed,  cheerful,  loval,  obedient  to  the 
laws,  contented  and  happy?  Has  their 
increased  ability  to  provide  for  their  wants 
led  to  an  increase  of  consumption,  and 
b  increanng  consumption  every  day  ope- 
rating to  relieve  us  from  the  excess  of  raw 
produce  which  now  gluts  our  markets? 
This  is  not  mere  theory  or  speculation* 
The  proofs  of  this  happy  chanse  are  to  be 
Ibuna  in  foots  and  figures,  which  cannot  de* 
oeive,  though  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, in  talking  of  consumption  and  reve- 
nue, hinted  an  opinion,  that  the  increase 
could  not  be  real ;  for  which,  however,  he 
dould  state  no  better  reason  than  this, 
that  it  did  not  accord  with  his  preconcei- 
ved theory,  or  his  preconceived  appeal  to 
the  fedmgs  of  the  suffering  part  of  the 
eommunity*  Better  and  more  just  would 
have  been  the  application  of  his  eloquence 
had  he  said  to  the  landed  mterest,  <anthe 
^  present  contented  and  improved  condi- 
**  tion  of  these  populous  districts,  in  the 
<'  dtmmution  of  crime  and  misery,  in  the 
*<  ease  with  which  the  laws  are  adminis- 
^  tered,  in  the  security  and  peace  which 
^  the  manufacturers  now  enjoy,  in  their 
^<  growme  prosperity,  and  in  the  cessation 
^  of  all  we  anxietyi  expense  and  danger 


^  which  attended  their  former  state,  there 
^  is  something  which  has  a  tendency  to 
**  compensate  to  your  better  feelings,  at 
'*  least,  for  the  depression  under  which 
*<  ^ou  now  labour ;  and  be  assured,  the 
^  improved  condition  of  these  classeF, 
<<  their  augmented  means  of  consumption, 
<*  are  the  sure  harbingers  of  an  improve- 
<<  ment  in  your  own  situation." 

The  temporary  calamities  brought  upon 
the  country  by  the  late  stagnation  of 
our  manunictures,  have  been  attend- 
ed with  this  good  efiect :  —  that,  in 
seeking  for  remedies,  the  public  mind 
of  the  country,  and  the  mind  of  parlia- 
ment, have  been  turned  to  the  merits 
of  what  has  been  called  our  mercan- 
tile system,  with  its  balance  of  trade, 
its  baknce  of  prohibttions  snd  protec- 
tions, and  cheats  and  bounties,  and  all 
the  complicated  and  confused  machinery 
by  which  the  interesu  of  commerce 
have  been  impeded  instead  of  being 
promoted :-« that  in  both  Houses  of 
parliament  we  have  had  committees  to 
investigate  the  merits  of  that  system,  and 
that  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  aided 
by  discussions  out  of  doors,  has  been  the 
diffusion  of  more  liberal  and  enlightened 
views  upon  these  important  points.  Al- 
ready we  have  seen  the  fruits  of  these 
researches  in  the  measures  proposed  last 
session  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  trade  (Mr.  Wallace)  for  the 
gradual  relaxation  of  this  system  of  re- 
straint:— a  relaxation  which,  besides  its 
immediate  benefits,  in  multiplying  the 
enjoyments  and  extending  the  intercourse 
of  civilized  society,  would  be  attended 
with  the  future  advantage  of  abating 
those  grounds  of  national  jealousies  and 
irritation  which  have  too  frequently 
arisen  between  this  and  other  states  on 
commercial  questions— of  leading  us  and 
them  to  form  a  juster  estimate  of  those 
causes  of  hostility  which,  during  the 
last  century,  were  too  often  engendered 
by  those  jealousies  and  irritations,  and 
thereby  (co-operating  with  the  general 
progress  of  knowledge,  and  the  increasing 
controul  which  public  opinion  exercises 
over  the  conduct  even  of  oespotic  govern- 
ments) to  render  that  greatest  of  all  cala- 
mities, war,  less  frequent  in  the  world* 

In  like  manner  there  \%  reason  to 
hope,  that  the  difficulties  of  the  present 
time  have  tended,  through  theinvestigation 
in  parliament  and  discussions  out  of  doors, 
and  wBl  s^  further  conduce,  to  remove 
many  of  the  prejudices  and  errors  which 
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iiave  existed  OD  Ihet^l^ect  of  tfte  oern 
kws.  The  ttltimate  result,  he  trastedy 
would  be  such  an  atterstioQ  in  those  laws 
as  would  protect  bojth  the  grower  and 
the  consumer  from  the  evils  to  whidi 
they  are  alternately  liable  under  the  pre^ 
sent  system. 

If  it  can  now  no  longer  be  denied  that 
the  roanuflicturiDg  distress  of  the  years 
1816  and  1817  was  produced  by  previous 
oTer*tradlog,  corobmed  with  the  altered 
vidue  of  tbecurrency ;  it  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  causes,  in  a  ^reat  degree  similar, 
bave  not  mainly  contributed  to  thepresent 
depression  of  our  agriculture.  The  excess 
of  supply  in  ail  the  principal  markets  proves 
the  redundsncy  of  produce ;  and  that  re- 
dundancy, together  wit  hihe  improved  value 
of  moaey,  is  quite  sij^cienc  to  account 
for  the  present  low  prices.  That  this 
Sttpcnd>undant  producttoa  is  of  our  own 
growth  is  also  undeniable.  To  tliis  state 
the  couaftry  has  been  gradually  approaching 
for  many  years*  At  the  breaking  out  of 
she  war  in  1793,  our  average  growth  of 
com  was  certainly  below  our  coo8Ho:ip« 
tion.  The  waste  of  war,  the  great  pur.- 
cbsses  of  government,  and  tiw  diiBculties 
which  a  state  of  hostility  threw  in  the  way 
of  ihe  foreign  supply,  by  enhancing  the 
price  of  importea  com,  gave  the  first  sti* 
mulus  to  an  extension  of  our  own  cnkiva« 
tion.  That  stimulus  was  greatly  aided 
by  the  bad  harvests  which  preceded  the 
first  stoppsge  of  the  Bank  in  1797,  and 
by  the  still  more  deficient  crops  whidi 
followed  that  event,  in  1799  and  1800. 
Before  the  latter  period  the  diminishing 
value  of  money,  consequent  upon  the  re* 
•triction  of  cash  payments,  anorded  greet 
additional  encouragement  and  facility  to 
the  ardent  spirit  of  speculation  which  na- 
tural causes  had  already  created  in  agri^ 
eukure.  This  artificial  excitement  con* 
linued  to  operate  so  long  as  the  value  of 
money  oontimied  to  decrease,  that  is,  till 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.  That  exces- 
sive speculation  is  one  of  the  concomitant 
evils  of  any  system  which  rapidly  lowers 
the  value  of  money  is  an  uodeniaUe  pre- 
positioD.  In  what  manner  this  e&ct  is 
produced  by  depreeiation  is  a  question 
which  mBj  be  passed  over  io  this  discus* 
flion ;  but  its  consequenoes  may  be  tmced 
in  the  present  glut  of  produce.  It  is 
the  cumulative  result  of  the  facility  with 
which  money  or  eredit  was  procui«d  to 
bring  barren  tracu  into  cultivation,  and 
to  draw  a  greater  produce  from  lands  pre* 
viously  eultivated.    If  in  bqth  these  puiv 
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suits  speculatioii  hail  been  earried  too  fmri 
the  consequences  nrast  be  the  same  as  in 
over-maniifacturiDg  and  over^trading^p^te 
the  speculators  a  loss-*to  the  consumessi 
the  temporary  benefit  of  pricea  lower  than 
those  at  whidi  their  wants  can  beperma* 
nently  supplied — that  the  latter  will  be 
aUe  to  coosuoae  somewhat  move,  and  tb% 
former  disabled  or  deterred  from  prodiM^ 
iflg  aa  much  as  heretofore,  until  tbe  asp* 
ply  adjusts  itself  to  the  demand.  Tbeiw 
IS,  however,  in  this  respect,  one  aMterial 
difference  between  mawifaoturessmd  agri* 
odture  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  latter.  Capitals  embarked  in  di^ 
cultivation  of  the  soil  are  more  slow  in 
producing  the  expected  returns,  and  can- 
not so  easily  be  w^drawn,  or  turned  into 
some  other  channel  of  employment* 
Should  the  seasons  contiime  favourable^ 
the  glut  in  agriculture,  therefi>re,  may 
be  of  longer  duration  than  in  other 
branches  of  our  national  industry,  and 
the  more  so,  as  it  is  an  excess  no  part 
of  which  is  likely  to  find  a  vent  in  ex* 
portatfon. 

If  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  our 
corn  trade  with  Ireland,  probably  the 
pressure  of  this  glut  might  never  havf 
been  folt,  or  felt  only  in  a  very  slight  de^ 
gtee^  by  the  English  grower.  He  did 
not  anticipate  the  immense  change  whieh 
has  been  produced  by  the  law  of  IS06« 
His  improvements  proceeded  upon  eal** 
Cttktions  which  dia  not  idlow  for  the 
prolific  powers  of  the  more  fertile  soils  ef 
irelaod.  He  did'not  foresee  that  by  the 
time  those  expensive  improvements  wouM 
be  in  their  full  bearing,  we  should  be  fur- 
nished with  an  annual  supply  from  that 
country  exceeding  the  average  import  of 
foreign  com  from  all  parts  of  the  w<n\d 
befote  the  introduction  of  that  law.  This 
however  is  the  fact.  The  present  depress 
sion  is  the  result  of  the  competition  cre^ 
ated  by  an  excess  in  both  countries,  a 
competition  the  more  severely  fdt  by 
both,  as  they  have  to  atrogele  at  the 
same  time  with  the  iooieaeed  value  of 


The  com  bill  of  18U,  however  well  ia* 
tended,  has  certainly  contributed  to  ag« 
gravate  the  present  distress.  It  was 
passed  under  an  impression  of  the  in- 
ability of  this  country  to  raise  com 
enough  for  its  own  consumption.  The 
e&ct  of  that  impression  was  a  pretty  oe- 
neral  belief,  confirmed  hj  the  decided 
opinions  of  great  authorities  who  e|w 
pofwd  the  bill  in  both  Uousea  of  parlia- 
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roent,  dtttt  Ibe  iiop0it  fnce  of  eigkljr 
9hilliDgB  a  quarter  .WMild  iheacaforward 
be  the  mmimuu  pri«e  of  whm%  in  Eeg'* 
kmd.  The  coMflqueoee  wet,  tba(  pro- 
•pective  calcuiatiiNic,  eiiher  of  ia>profe* 
meott  or  for  the  letting  of  l«ii4f  were 
fomed  very  mueh  upon  these  aMttmi^ 
cieoB;  and  at  the  import  price  was  atated 
to  be  the  iovtest  price*  which,  aecord- 
mg  xo  the  doctrine  of  that  daj»  would 
remunerate  the  British  grower,  it  was 
considered  that  up  to  80  shillings  re* 
maneration  was  secured,  and  all  alK>ve  it 
voold  be  profii.  The  caicalatkm  would 
net  have  been  disappointed,  had  the  itoa 
been  correct,  bu  the  country  was  then 
rapidly  advancing  to  a  state,  m  which  its 
produoe  would  exceed  its  consumptions 
and  the  erroneous  consequences  of  this 
cakttlatioo,  joined  to  two  or  three  pro- 
ductive hsrvests,  have  led  to  the  present 
depression. 

If  any  man  can  doubt  that  excessive 
productioo  has  materially  contributed  to 
the  fall  of  prices,  let  bim  compare  the 
quantity  of  com  sent  for  sale  to  Blark-)ane« 
and  to  every  other  principal  anarket  in  the 
kingdom,  for  the  last  twdve,andattll  mere, 
for  the  last  six  months,  with  the  quantity 
aent  at  any  former  periods  of  correspond** 
isg  duration.  Low  price  might  be  the 
e£ct  of  the  increased  value  of  money 
unaided  by  other  eauses ;  but  increased 
quantity  does  not  depend  apop  the  altera 
tion  in  the  currency.  A  constantly  over- 
whelming supply,  concomitant  with  anin- 
crsased  consumption  (aad  both  these 
foots  fldaiit  of  positive  proof )  kept  up  for 
a  Qonatdecable  period,  caa.only  be  the 
e&ct  of  redondanoe*  It  is  true  that  the 
sappiy  may  hitely  have  been  somewhat 
accebrated  by  the  poverty  of  many  of 
the  formers.  This  may  have  been  the 
oaae  for  a  fow  months  after  the  harvest. 
Bat  the  avmage  quantity  for  a  whole 
year  cannot  be  iaAoeaoed'by  this  tempo- 
wry  cause.  It  can  only  be  explamed  by 
a  general  exeess  of  fwoMction,  of  the  ex^ 
tent  of  which  some  idea  waxy  be  formed 
from  the  foot  that  the  whcie  supply  ia 
Mark<4ane,  far  the  last  year,  has  exceeded 
by  nearly  one  third  the  supply  of  the  year 
preceding,  aadjthat  in  the  last  quarter  the 
quantity  has  been  very  aeariy  double  that 
of  the  quantity  in  the  comesponding 
period  of  the  last  year.  This  excess  of 
imdoction  has  bean  the  sufa|ect  of  much 
tale  declamation  at  meetings  out  of  doors. 
U  has  been  aaid,  «  wbo  ever  heard  of 
plenty  as  an  avil^or  af  a  pee^  brought 


to  the  brink  of  mm  by  abundance  j" 
Plenty  has  never  been  described  as  an 
abstract  or  general  evil>  or  the  whole  n^ 
tkm  as  distressed  by  abundance.  The 
possession  of  this  blewiog  brings  with  it 
innumerable  eomforts  and  advantages  to 
the  eoasumer.  Cheapness  is  the  e&ct 
of  plenty,  aod  if  that  cheapness  be  now  !a 
part  at  the  expanse  of  the  grower,  is  he 
to  repine  at  the  bounty  of  Provideoce, 
because  it  is  the  natural  order  of  tbin» 
that  his  apecuhition,  like  all  others^  is  liabla 
to  temporary  el^cess  aod  derangement  ?-*.v 
or  if  not  privileged  against  the  course  of 
nature,  is  he  alone  to  be  indemnified  at 
the  expense  of  the  cpmmunity,  against 
the  occasional  contingeociea  in  a  gnsat 
degree  brought  upon  himself  by  the  efieot 
of  those  very  com  laws  to  which  he  has 
resorted  for  his  own  special  protection  2 
Can  a  provident  legislature  yield  to  such 
an  expectation  ?  Will  it  not  rather  say  to 
the  agriculturist,  as  to  any  other  specu-t 
later,  ^  whatever  we  may  feel  for  your 
disappointment,  ^eiy  man  must  abide  the 
event  of  bis  own  calculations.** 

if,  however,  upon  some  mistaken  pria* 
ciple,  a  positive  monopoly  of  the  Cora 
market  is  habitually  to  be  preserved  to  the 
British  grower  aim  the  people  to  be  pre* 
chidedKom  resorting  tpw)eiffnsupply,eX"* 
cept  occasionally  to  guard  themselves 
•gainstexiatingdaartht  then,  indeed,itmay 
be  a  question,  whether  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  themselves,  the  inconveniences 
of  this  vicious  system,  alternately  visiting 
the  grower  and  the  consumer,  may  not  in 
some  d^ee  be  palliated  by  other  artifi-* 
cial  expedients,  though  in  principle 
scarcely  less  objectionable  than  the  system 
itself.  If  the  tendency  of  excess,  in 
working  its  own  cure,  be  to  produce  defi* 
cienoy ;  and  if  both  excess  and  deficiency 
be  liable  to  be  aggravated  by  the  fluctur 
ations  of  the  seasons,  it  nuy  be  deserving 
of  consideration,  whetheTf  in  the  present 
state  ai  our  corn  laws,  seme  remedy  for 
the  former,  and  some  fiuard  against  the 
latter,  may  not  be  found  ia  the  plan  of  a 
bounty  upon  the  warehousing  of  British 
com,  suggested  by  the  noble  marquis^ 
when  the  markets  shoidd  be  glutted,  and 
corn  below  a  certain  price*  A  moderate 
sacrifice  for  this  purpose  may  perhaps 
tend  to  prevent  extreme  depression  M 
oi»e  time,  and  extreme  dearness  at  aaon 
Iher;  and  by  the  latter  advantage  conw 
pensate  to  the  consumer  hi  seasons  of 
scarcity,  the  benefit  conferred  upon  the 
grower  in. seasons  of  redundancy.     A 
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bount J  of  this  description  would  be  more 
fiur,  in  reference  to  the  different  classes 
of  the  comrounitj ,  as  well  as  less  ex- 
pensive to  the  state,  than  the  old  sys* 
tem  of  a  bounty  upon  exportation ;  bat 
still  it  is  a  measure  whicht  if  possible* 
should  be  avoided.  It  will  be  for  the 
House  hereafter  to  consider,  whether  it 
be  not  a  wiser  course  to  revise  a  defective 
kw,  by  getting  rid  of  iu  acknowledged 
evils,  rMer  Uian  to  leave  them  in  full 
operation,  for  the  chance  or  expectation 
or  trying  how  far  they  can  be  obviated 
by  a  counteracting  expedient;  of  which 
the  best  that  can  be  said  is,  that  if  we 
are  to  continue  to  labour  under  the 
disease,  that  expedient  may  possibly 
prove,  if  not  an  antidote,  at  least  a 
palliative,  of  soma  of  its  worst  conse- 
quences. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  offer  a  few  re* 
marks  on  the  state  of  the  currency,  as 
connected  with  the  present  distress,  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  grievance,  that 
he  had  not  been  placed  upon  the  Bank 
committee  of  1819.  From  the  moving 
accents  and  subdued  tone,  in  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  complained 
of  the  refusal  which  he  had  met  with  on 
that  occasion,  he  (Mr.  H.)  felt,  4f  not 
compassion  for  his  disappointment,  at 
least  reeret  for  the  omission  of  his  name ; 
especially  when  he  mysteriously  hinted, 
that,  had  he  been  upon  that  committee, 
all  the  inconveniences  and  pressure  which 
have  resulted  from  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  might  have  been  greatly  palli- 
ated, if  not  altogether  avoided.  After 
this  declaration,  1^  had  listened  with  more 
than  ordinary  attention  to  all  that  fell 
A*om  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  ex- 
pecting eferj  moment  the  solution  of  thb 
mysterious  intimation,  and  to  find  himself, 
and  those  who  laboured  with  him  in  the 
committee,  overwhelmed  with  compunc* 
tion  for  having  ventured  upon  a  Report 
without  the  benefit  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman's  counsel  and  assistance.  But, 
after  many  circumlocutions,  the  only  light 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  genUeman 
had  thrown  upon  the  subject  was  this, 
**  that  the  evil,'after  all,  was  the  departing 
from  the  standard  in  1797*'*  Wonderful 
discovery  1  What  an:Iliad  of  woes  might 
have  been  saved  to  this  country  if  those 
words,  instead  of  esoaping  from  the  lips  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  in  1822, 
could  have  found  vent  in  18191 
.  But  when  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
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did  at  last  oobk  forward,  at  the  twellUi 
hour,  with  his  marvellous  proposition, 
not  more  astounding  from  its  immediate 
practical  importance,  than  new  as  a  dis- 
covery, he  seemed  conscious  that  a  heavy 
responsibility  might  be  cast  upon,  him, 
on  the  score  tor  public  du^,  for  hav* 
iog  kept  the  secret  so  long  in  hb  own 
bosom.  He  felt  that  it  might  have 
been  divulged,  if  not  to  the  committee 
up  stairs,  at  least  to  the  House  during 
the  discussion  of  the  Report,  and  the 
measures  grounded  upon  it  in  1819. 
He  therefore  very  properiy  protected 
himself  from  this  reproach,  by  reminding 
us  that  he  was  prevented  by  iUness  from 
attending  the  House  during  those  pro- 
ceedings. The  future  philosopher,  in 
reading  the  history  of  these  eventnil  times, 
may  find  in  this  misfortune,  as  in  the  ori- 
ginal stoppage  of  the  Bank,  a  proof  how 
much  the  rouery  or  happiness  of  nations 
turns  upon  some  accident  not  much  no- 
ticed  at  the  time,  because  its  influence  of 
good  or  evil  is  not  then  foreseen.  For 
ourselves  of  the  present  day,  we  may  de- 
plore tbe  tardiness  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  in  promulgating  his  discovery ; 
but  that  feelinff  will  now  be  as  unavailing 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  tbe  country,  aa 
the  regret  with  which  we  have  all  heard 
of  that  most  inopportune  illness,  by  the 
effect  of  which  we  were  unfortunately 
deprived  of  that  discovery  at  tbe  critical 
period  of  1819. 

In  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
view  of  the  causes  of  our  present  difficul- 
ties, it  suits  his  purpose  to  lay  great  stress 
upon  the  fluctuations  of  the  currency,  and 
he  has  given  us  many  calculations,  not 
very  new,  to  shew  the  extent  of  the  depre- 
ciation at  different  periods.  To  prove  that 
during  a  great  part  of  the  war  the  currency 
was  rerily  depreciated  is  now  become  on« 
necessary.  The  fmct  is  admitted,  and  the 
arguments  and  prindpies  of  those  who 
contended  for  it  m  1810,  are  no  longer 
controverted.  But  it  is  rather  curious 
that  the  new  converts,  those  who  stoutly 
denied  depreciation  when  it  most  glaringly 
existed,  shoiddiiow  be  the  most  strenuous 
to  exaggerate  the  exteiat  to  which  it  was 
then  canied.  When  Gold  waa  at  5^  an 
ounce,  the  mortgagee,  the  annuitant,  the 
public  creditor,  were  told  tliat  they  had  no- 
thing to  complain  of;  and  now  they  are  toki 
by  the  same  parties,  tlmt  they  are  only  enti- 
tled to  tbreefourthsoftheir  nominal  claims, 
and  for  this  curious  reason,  thai  they  are 
at  last  relieved  from  Ihe.lom  which  they 
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Mttained,  for  roanyyearsy  from  hariDgbeen 
paid  their  incomes  in  money  depreciated  95 
per  cent*  Bat  this  is  an  exaggerated  state- 
ment of  their  loss.  There  can  be  no  other 
■teasore  of  their  loss  from  depreciation  than 
theezcess  of  the  market  above  the  standard 
or  coinase  price  of  gold,  and  if  this  be  ta- 
ken as  iho  measure*  the  average  of  the 
whole  period  between  1797  and  1819 
would  not  amount  to  near  25  per  cent. — 
It  did  not  exceed  five»  as  has  been  justly 
observed  by  the  hon.  member  for  Portar- 
lington,  at  the  date  of  Mr.  PeeVs  Bill. 
But  then  we  mutt  not  confound  depreda^ 
iion  with  a  diminution  in  the  value  of  mo- 
ney. Quite  independent  of  natural  cau- 
ses, such  as  an  mcreased  supply  of  the 
precious  metals,  there  may  be  a  diminution 
10  the  value  of  mone^,  and  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  without  its  being  depreciated ; 
and,  in  like  manner,  its  value  miiy  increase 
without  any  alteration  in  the  standard. 
Every  contrivance  which  tends  to  econo? 
mize  the  use  of  the  precious  metals,  or  to 
provide  a  substitute  for  them  in  the  shape 
of  voluntary  credit,  tends  to  diminish  the 
▼slue  of  money.  A  diminution  of  value 
from  these  causes,  involving  no  injustice 
to  any  one,  is  attended  with  ereat  benefits 
to  the  community.  Much  of  the  prospe- 
rity of  England,  since  the  beginning  of 
the  late  reign,  may  be  ascril^d  to  the 
legitimate  contrivances,  bv  which  this 
diminution  was  gradually  effected  and  exr 
tended,  in  all  the  various  modes  of  verbal, 
book,  and  circulating  credits.  This  is 
one  of  the  advanta^^es  of  accumulating 
wealth,  of  stable  institutions,  and  provi- 
dent laws,  affording  a  high  deforce  ^pf  se- 
curity to  property  in  all  its  vanous  modi- 
fications* But  this  diminution  in  the  va- 
lue of  money  could  not  be  in  progress  in 
one  country  without  its  being  more  or  less 
felt  by  all ;  not  only  in  proportion  as  other 
.countries  could  avail  themselves  of  the 
same  means  of  credit  and  economy  in  the 
use  of  the  predous  metals,  but  abo  be- 
oiuse  in  proportion  to  the  gradual  exten- 
sion of  those  means  in  any  particular 
country,  is  that  country  enabled  to  dis- 
pense with  a  part  of  its  metallic  currency, 
which,  diffusing  itself  over  the  circulatioo 
of  the  remainder  of  the  world,  tends  ererj 
where  to  lower  the  value  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver in  relation  to  all  other  commodities. 
This  may  appear  abstruse,  but  it  is  impor- 
tant to  the  understanding  of  the  preset 
subject.  Before  the  Bank  restriction, 
England  had  done  much  to  economise  the 
me  ^  coii^  Scotland  still  mere»  and  Ire- 


land far  less  than  England.    In  Ireland' 
gold  was  the  principal  medium  of  pay- 
ments.   In  Scotland,  where  notes  as  low 
as  one  pound  had  long  been  in  use,  it  en* 
tered  (or  very  little  into  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  country— -in  England 
it  still  formed  a  considerable  part  of  our 
circulation,  there  being  then  no  circulating 
paper  under  five,  and  only  to  a  small  ex- 
tent, under  ten  pounds.    The  first  effect 
of  the  restriction  was,  to  add  to  the  paper 
circulation  by  enlarged  issues,  not  only 
from  the  national  Banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  but  also  from  all  th^  country 
Banks.    This  addition  continued  gradually 
to  increase,  and  especially  in  tiie  notes 
under  five  pounds.    Every  increase  for 
the  first  two  or  three  years  was  a  diminu; 
tion  in  the  value  of  money,  but  not  a  de* 
vreciaiion^     Why?     Because    the   gold 
left  the  country,  as  the  paper  became  ita 
substitute,  and  by  this  process,  the  ex- 
changes were  kept  at  or  near  Par.    The 
effect  of  this  exportation  of  our  coin  was 
every  where  to  lower  the  value  of  money, 
and  b^  so  dmng,  to  keep  it  upon  a  level 
with  Its  diminmed  value  in  this  countrjr* 
In  the  progress  of  this  operation  the  uni- 
ted kingdom  was  drained  of  all  its  gold. 
There  would  however  have  been  no  real 
depreciation  of  the  paper  substituted  in 
its  stead,  if,  by  imposing  proper  limiu 
upon  the  issues  of  that  paper,  the  par  of 
exchange  with  foreign  countries  (which 
is  necessarily  equivalent  with  the  standard 
of  the  gold  coin  in  this  country)    had 
been  made   Uie  criterion  of  its  value. 
But  the  issues  of  paper  not  being  confin* 
ed  within  those  limits,  depreciation  took 
place.     The  c<»isequence,  therefore,  of 
the  Bank  restriction  was  two-fold— Is^ 
a  diminution  in  the  value  of  money  gene-, 
rally,  but  without  depreciation,  and  2dly, 
a   depreciation  specially  superadded  ia 
this  country,  the  degree  of  which  at  any 
particular  period  was  the  difference  be* 
tween  the  standard  and  the  market-price 
of  gold.    By  the  first  result,  the  price  of 
commodities,  including  of  course  all  the 
raw  productions  of  the  soil,  was  raised 
generally.    By  the  second,  this  general 
rise  of  prices  was  carried  still  further  in 
this  country,  in  proportion  to  the  depre- 
ciaUon.    The  actual  .depreciation,  there- 
fore, as  it  was  not  the  sole  cause  of  the 
rise  of  prices  (speaking  now  of  that  rise 
only  in  as  far  as  it  was  influenced  by 
changes  m  the  value  of  money)  during 
the  war,  so  it  cannot  be  taken  as  the  mea- 
sure of  the  fan  of  prices  since  1 819,  unless 
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we  <$oald  have  got  rid  of  ilia  depreciatioii 
withotU  recalling  into  our  own  use  a  part 
of  the  gold  wmch  had  been  exported, 
or  in  any  d^ree  drminithing  the  extent 
IB  which  credit  had  become  a  substitute 
for  actual  payments.  That  fall  muH  be 
atiU  greater,  if,  instead  of  importing  gold 
for  circulation  here,  the  ereatest  part  of 
it  has  been  withdraiwn  from  circahition 
in  other  countries^  to  be  buried  in  the 
▼aulta  and  cellan  of  the  Banlu  The 
proportion  of  the  rise  of  prices  gene« 
rally  during  the  war,  and  of  fall  since 
the  peace,  not  in  England  only,  but  in 
all  other  countries,  from  these  alter* 
Bate  operations,  may  be  difficult  toesti- 
niate-;  but  it  must  be  considerable ;  and 
the  more  so,  a»  ether  countries,  as  well  aa 
EngUind,  had  alee  m  depreciated  paper, 
lind  have  since  endeavoured  to  replace  it 
hj  a  metallic  currency.  But  even  dimi- 
nution in  the  value  of  money,  without  de- 
preciation, and  afterwards  depreciation 
superadded,  do  not  afbrd  a  just  measure 
of  the  actual  rise  of  prices,  and  especially 
of  the  rent  of  land  in  this^montry  during 
the  war.  To  these  causes  must  be  added 
the  effect  of  ezoeasive  speculation.  It  h 
true  tlMt  this  excessive  speculation  had  tfes 
Iraadation  in  the  diminishing  value  of 
asooey ;  but  when  the  farmer  bad  saved  a 
iW  thousand  nounds,  was  it  notnatoral  that 
he  should  wisn  to  lay  out  his  capita!  in  tbe 
purchase  of  huid,  that  land  upon  which  be 
lad  realised  an  ifldependance,and  of  which 
therentaad  fte  simple  had  at  least  doubleti 
within  his  recollection?  For  the  same 
reason^  was  it  Aot  nat«fal  that  the  Uuid« 
lord  shoaUi  graap  at  every  opportunity  of 
adding  to  the  number  of  his  acres;  and 
that  he  agam  should  be  met  in  competitiein 
by  the  tend-jobbefi  ready  to  adventore  bia 
oapital  in  the  same  market,  as  afibrding 
the  best  prospect  of  asaared  future  profit  ? 
io  this  state  of  general  delusion,  was  it 
aovprisiag  that  tenants  were  ready  to  em- 
bark in  impvoveueateaad  toiake  leenes  not 
founded  open  the  calculation  even  of  eit« 
isting  prices^  bat  in  the  sanguine  hone  of 

Cospeotive  prdfits,  to  be  realiaed  by  a 
mm  rise  before  the  end  of  their  respec«« 
Hive  lerass  ?  And  what  was  the  state  of 
tbe  Dsoney  market  whilst  all  this  specular 
tiea  was  going  on?    With  depreeiatioo 

Kanteed  b^  law,  the  Country  Banka 
every  faciliQr  to  lend  9  the  fiurmer,  the 
brnd^KMrner,  the  Jobber  every  temptatioo 
P9  borrow.  Can  we  wonder  at  tbe  extent 
elf  the  vevulsion?  If  we  are  anable  to 
aaaoy  of  itavictiait  Crom  the  miff 
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which  it  has  brought  upon  them,  at  least 
let  it  be  a  warning  never  to  be  forgotten, 
against  any  future  tampering  with  die 
standard  value  of  the  currency. 

But  has  nothing  been  omitted  whtcb 
was  within  oar  power,  to  mitigate  the 
pressure  arising  from  the  restoration  of 
our  currency  >  If  tbe  view  and  the  prin« 
eiples  which  he  had  now  submitted  be 
eerreot,  he  must  say  that  every  thing 
which  might  havebeen  done,  had  net  been 
dene,  for  that  purpose.  Looking  witb 
apprehension  to  the  dtffleuky  of  reverting 
to  a  metallic  currency,  he  had  stated  h£ 
suggestions  more  fully  in  the  Bank  commit^ 
tee.  They  did  not  difier  very  materially 
from  those  of  the  hon.  member  for  Port-' 
arliagton.  It  was  liis  (Mr.  H.)  wish 
that  we  should  bsrve  a  gold  coin,  as  a  me- 
dium of  aarall  pavtnenta  in  the  common 
ready^money  deiurngs  df  the  coromunityr 
instead  of  the  one  pound  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England ;  and  for  reasons  with 
which  he  would  not  trouble  the  House, 
he  recommended  that  there  sfaovlil  be  « 
small  seignornge  taken  upon  thatt  coin,  ai* 
there  is  upon  the  silver,  at  least  equal  to 
the  expense  of  coinage.  The  amount  of 
such  a  coin  requisite  Ibr  the  purposee 
which  he  had  described  would  not  bo 
^nsiderabie,  at  the  most  seven  or  eight 
millions ;  as  it  was  no  part  of  his  plan  to 
interfere  with  the  circulation  ef  Country 
Banks,  except  by  such  regulations  and 
encouragement  aa  might  conduce  to  their 
increased  stabiUty  and  seeariiy.  Beyond 
that  amount  of  seven  or  eight  miUione^  gold 
could  be  of  no  use  in  this^  country  as  coin, 
and  the  only  other  purpoaefor  «9  hich  it  ceoid 
be  wantsd  was,  as  a  chedi  and  regulstop 
to  maintain  the  staapdard  of  tbe  canreacy. 
That  standard,  he  agreed  with  the  hoo« 
anember  ier  Portarlington,  would  be  most 
perfectly  secured  by  the  Bank  payin||  ite 
no0es>  not  in  oofn^  but  m  gold  bollion  at 
the  priott  of  9L  Hi.  lOhi.  an  ooace.  The 
quantity  requisite  for  this  purpose,  he  also 
agreed  with  hintr  behig  only  the  amount 
requisite  to  balanee  tbe  occasional  fiuctu-* 
ations  of  the  exchange,  need  not  be  large; 
«*an  amount  very  considerably  less  than 
that  which  ,  he  apprehended  was  now 
hoarded  br  the  Bank.  Had  tbie  pmneiple 
been  acted  upon,  tbe  foreign*  exchangee 
ODuld  not  have  been  for  more  than  twe 
jrears  constantly  and  gneatly  in  fvror  of 
thb  country,  a  proof,  as  is  obetrv^  isr 
the  report  of  tbe  Agricultural  comtoiueer 
that  the  value  of  money  here  has  beeii 
kept  anifidatly  above  tbe  pmr  even  o£  dm 
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increased  value  of  the  money  of  other 
countries ;  for  there  is  nothing  which,  in 
the  natural  state  of  things,  finds  its  level 
with  more  celerity  and  ease  than  the 
coarse  of  exchanges  between  different 
countries.  He  was  therefore  warranted 
In  concluding  that  the  pressure  had  been 
nccelerated  by  the  mode,  and  aggravated 
by  the  extent,  of  preparations  made  for 
giving  effect  to  the  act  of  1819.  He  was 
convinced  this  would  be  the  case  from  the 
moment  the  Bank  in  that  year  demanded 
|i  repayment  from  government  of  ten  mil- 
lion^. He  recollected  it  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  committee.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  his  rijzht  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Peel) 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  and  was 
ao  stated  in  his  speech  when  the  report 
was  taken  into  consideration  by  tlie  House. 
It  was  also  the  opinion  of  his  noble  friend, 
at  the  head  of  the  government,  stated  in 
lanother  place.  In  saying  this,  nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  thoughts  than 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Bank.  A  heavy  responsibility  was 
imposed  upon  them,  and  if,  in  providing 
jto  meet  it,  they  had  erred  at  all,  they  had 
done  so  from  on  excess  of  precaution,  from 
an  over  anxiety  to  fulfil  the  commands 
/of  the  law: — an  error  (if  committed)  into 
which  it  is  the  less  surprising  the  directors 
^lould  have  fallen,  as  their  interest  as  a 
corporation  was  obviously  the  other  way ; 
and  it  is  natural  for  men  of  high  honour 
to  arm  themselves,  sometimes  perhaps  too 
^rupulously,  against  the  supposed  influ- 
ence of  personal  motives  in  the  discharge  of 
a  great  public  duty. 

Afler  what  he  had  said,  it  was  scarcely 
aecessary  toadd,  that  he  viewed  with  satis- 
faction the  plan  mentioned  by  his  noble 
frierid  ^ord  Londonderry)  of  an  issue  of 
four  millions  of  gold  fropi  the  Bank  upon 
the  security  of  exchequer  bills.  He  took 
'it  as  a  kind  of  admission  from  the  Bank 
that  they  had  now  in  their  coffers  gold, 
at  least  to  that  amount,  more  than  was 
necessary,  even  in  their  cautious  judgment, 
Tor  protecting  the  credit  of  their  notes, 
and,  of  course,  more  than  was  convenient 
for  their  own  interest  to  retain.  The  effect 
of  the  operation,  as  he  understood  it, 
Vould  be,  to  replace  the  circulation  where 
it  would  have  been,  if,  instead  of  a  repay- 
ment of  bn,  the  Bank  had  been  satisfied 
with  six  niiinons  from  the  public.  In  that 
case^  their  accumulated  treasure  would 
probably ^ave  been  four  millions  less  than 
]it  now  £b — at  present  they  will  re-issue  to 
'that  amount.     lo  whatever  degree  four 
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millions  withdrawn  has  straightened  thef 
circulation  and  added  to  the  pressure,' 
four  millions  restored  will  give  relief. 
Not  that  he  expected  that  the  whole  of 
the  gold  would  remain  in  this  country ; 
he  knew  it  could  not,  but,  by  diffusing  it- 
self generally,  it  would  every  where  have 
a  tendency  to  give  ease  and  life  to  the  la- 
bouring markets  of  the  world,  and  by  con- 
sequence, and  at  least  in  the  same  degree, 
to  our  own.  What  is  most  urgent  is,  to 
stop  the  progress  of  depression. — That 
once  effected,  speculation,  which  is  now 
in  a  manner  dormant,  will  revive,  and  it  iflf 
in  this  view,  more  than  by  its  actual 
amount,  that  this  operation  of  the  Bank 
seems  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  reviving 
confidence  and  hope.  He  could  have 
wished  that,  instead  of  being  advanced  to 
government,  this  sum  had  been  added  to 
the  amount  of  the  discounts  of  the  Bank. 
Such  a  proceeding  would  have  been  more 
conformable  to  the  principles  and  object 
of  that  Instituiion.  It  would  not  only 
have  kept  their  issues  more  under  their 
control,  but  would  have  afforded  more 
relief  to  the  public.  It  would  have  af- 
forded more  relief  to  the  public,  because 
the  Bank  have  no  means  of  increasing 
their  discount  to  that  amount  except  by 
lowering  the  rate  which  they  now  charge 
for  interest— flowering  it  from  ^ve  to  four, 
or  possibly  less,  per  cent.  Why  this  should 
not  be  done,  or  why  they  should  prefer 
lending  to  government  at  three  per  cent 
was  to  him  inconceivable.  The  amount 
it  was  safe  and  prudent  to  advance,  either 
to  the  state  or  to  individuals,  was  entirely 
their  own  consideration;  but  within  that 
amount,  he,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
had  a  right  to  say,  that  under  the  present 
circumstances,  discount  was  their  prior 
duty.  The  government  disclaim  the  ad- 
vance as  an  accommodation  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year,  and  he  was  glad  they  did 
so ;  but  they  were  willing  to  use  it  as  the 
means  of  getting  the  sum  into  circulation, 
and  in  the  hope  of  affording  some  relaxa- 
tion to  the  existing  pressure.  The  Bank 
is  the  public  banker,  but  this  was  not 
the  primary  object  of  its  institution.  That 
object  was,  and  ought  to  be,  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  commerce  and  industry, 
by  extending  mercantile  credit ;  and  how 
was  that  to  be  extended  except  by  liberal 
discounte  ?  For  this  purpose,  extensive, 
and  important,  and  es^clusjve  privileges 
are  given  to  the  Bank,  whilst  all  otEer 
bankers  are  placed  unjier  restrictions. 
These  privileges  were  giv^ti  in  the  ex* 
2F 
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pectatioh.  that  the  Bank,  by  keeping  their 
rate  of  discount  rather  under  the  market 
rate,  would  tend  to  lower  the  latter,  and 
to  make  the  loans  of  money  cheaper  here 
tlian  in  other  parts  of  the  world*  But 
how  is  thi^  objebt  to  be  attained  if  the 
Bank  refuse  to  discount  except  at  a 
rate  higher  than  the  market  interest  bf 
money  ?  If  they  are  to  keep  the  rate 
of  discount  at  five  per  cent,  whilst 
the  Banks  of  other  states,  Hamburgh, 
Amsterdam  and  Paris,  are  discounttdg 
at  three,  or  at  the  utmost  fouf  per  cent, 
the  tables  will  be  turned  against  us; 
commerce  will  find  cheaper  accommodii* 
tion  elsewhere,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
Bank  will  only  be  felt  by  the  industry  atid 
trade  of  this  country  as  tending  to  uphold 
(as  far  as  such  privileges  can  Uphold),  id- 
stead  of  tending  to  lower,  the  rate  of  iii- 
terest  upon  money*  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, too  strongly  state  his  opinion  that 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  would  best  con- 
sult the  character  and  interest  of  that  In- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  public  interest,  by 
lowering  the  rate  of  discounts  in  whatever 
proportion  it  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  draw  to  themselves  at  least  as  much 
dctmand  for  that  accommodation  as  it 
would,  in  their  judgment,  be  safe  for  them 
to  grant. 

The  next  great  head  of  this  extensive 
subject,  adverted  to  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  ^at  Taxation, 
io  the  extent  of  which  he  ascribed  mainly, 
if  not  exclusively,  the  present  agricultural 
distress.  This  conclusion  the  hdn*  and 
learned  member  had  attempted  to  support 
by  some  of  the  niosl  visionary  doctrines  of 
jpoliticat  economy  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  had 
ever  heard,  at  least  from  a  person  of  his 
acknowledged  talents  ahq  ingenuity. 
Among  other  positions  equally  e)ctraordi- 
nary,  the  hon.  and  learned  member  had 
stated,  '<  as  a  known  and  acknowledgeci 
axiom  of  political  economy,  as  old  as  the 
Science  itself,  that  one  effect  of  taxation 
was,  to  raise  prices  by  increasing  the  pro- 
fits of  capital."  This  principle  he  ( Mr. 
H.)  must  own  was  new  to  him,  and  be- 
longed, he  should  say,  t6  that  class  of 
axioms  which  a  few  yeiars  ago,  het  up  the 
ideal  unit  or  the  abstract  pound  sterling 
as  the  r^al  standard  of  onr  currency, 
axioms  which,  to  his  mind  at  least,  had  the 
merit  of  b^ing  unhitelli^ibte.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  the  hi^inb^r  fbr  Port- 
arlin'^tbn  had  to  isay  to  this  axiom  ?  He 
had  always  thought  that  one  of  the  evils 
of  taxation  was,  Uiat  it  diminished  the  pre- 
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fits  df  capital ;  but  if  it  incrense  profits, 
how  can  it  produce  this  effiect  without 
increasing  the  powers  of  employmg  hidhs-* 
try.  Without  inbreaslng  the  Means  of  ton- 
sumption  and  enjoyment,  withottt  adding 
to  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  country? 
And  vet  .this  is  otie  of  the  axioms  by  th^ 
aid  or  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle^ 
mdn  endea^rdurs  to  connect^  as  cause  ao<i 
^£(bct,  the  amoudt  df  our  taxation  with  the 
public  distress.  Ariother  axtoih  of  tha 
non.  and  le&rned  gentleman  equally  fklla-* 
cious  is,  that  priced  are  raised  to  the  cdn« 
burner  by  the  employment  of  great  capi^ 
tals,  and  that  taxatidn  r^ndets  ducfa  fteAi 
capitals  necessary,  tf  be  had  s^d  thMH 
without  a  great  extent  of  cdpifal  id  k 
country,  there  could  bte  no  great  extcfnt 
of  taxation,  he  (Mr.  H.)  coiud  have  tm- 
derstdod  him ;  but  instead  of  gredt  fixed 
capitals  raising  the  price  of  manafbcttnred 
commodities,  their  tendency  w  as  directly  the 
reverse.  It  tvas  by  this  extent  of  wealth, 
and  by  all  the  mechanical  and  chemical 
improvements  which  science  suggested, 
but  which  capital  alone  could  torn  to  the 
greatest  practical  advantage,  that  the 
natural  effect  of  taxation  in  raising  priced 
was  in  some  degree  counteracted;  and 
that  England  was  enabled  to  matiufactuf^ 
cheaner  than  any  other  country  in  thfc 
world.  This  advantage  enabled  the  in^ 
dustrious  classed  in  this  cOuhtry  to  tftt^ 
vide  themselves  with  many  of  the  comforta 
of  life,  in  clothing,  hardwat^,  nkld  othe^ 
Articled,  not  only  cheaper  than  they  eOuld 
be  had  in  other  countries,  but  che^er  thud 
they  were  in  this  country  at  a  tikne  wheh 
the  public  burthens  wet^  mu6h  less  in 
their  amount.  This  is  the  c^e  ipith  coi- 
ton  clothing.  With  coardO  Woollehd,  and 
with  \voti  goods,  articles  of  no  ftmfall  con- 
stimption  by  the  agricultural  d^ss^ 
of  the  comhiuhity.  Differing,  therefore, 
with  these  doctrines  of  the  hon.  and  f^arb^ 
gentleman  respeciting  taxation^  hb  was 
at  the  6atoe  time  anxious  that  his  oWh 
principles  should  not  be  misunderstood. 
Those  pHhciples  might  be  foUUd  In  the 
agricultural  report  of  last  Visar.  To  SOtttte 
of  the  propositions  and  infereOce^  of  thgtt 
report  he  Oould  onlv  dVe  ^  ^u^fiod  cdlj- 
currence ;  but  (ipOn  tnis  tObic,  tt  had  bis 
entire  Assent,  lie  w^  re^dy  to  i^iiy  bo^» 
as  h6  said  theii,  th^t  <<  t^xes,  hdWever  liil- 
"  pdised,  must  necedsarlly  abridge  the  re- 
^<  sources  and  cdmfortis  df  those  ny  ^ho&i 
<'  they  are  ultiihateTy  paid,  and  that  the  g^- 
^<  neral  aniount  and  real  p^e§sure  of  taxa- 
^  tion  baV^  t)eeD  positively  inck'eased  in 
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f*  prpporttm  to  ^  Up^fOfj^  y^u^  pf  the 

In  pp/e  principle  i^Wed  by  tb^  bop.  ap^ 
l^arn^  ff^tlewftn,  he  agreed  r-  "  |b«t 
it  19^09  jtne  f^otal  an^uu^  pipre  than  the 
ipode  of  levying  the  taxes  t^a^  ought  to 
•be  poDsidered*  Bi4  if  he  agreed  with 
him  in  ihis  general  remarl^,  he  niust 
add  that  the  bop.  and  learned  gentleman 
b^  fallen  into  a  etraogj^  ipcon^istency ; 
for  n  great  part  of  his  speech  had  been 
«B  attepipt  ^o  prove  that  the  P^alt  tm^, 
jao4  »io»t  of  the  predugti? e  texes  in  the 
coUeiptipn  of  the  excise,  were  paid  by 
the  occupiers  of  the  land-  Aa  well  Plight  he 
aigua  that  the  tax  uppn  9»gajr  wa3  paid  by 
^he  We9t  India  planter,  and  that  upon  tea 
'by  tbe  Chinese.  In  trpth  all  tbeae  taxes 
fy}^  iiji  the  first  instance  upop  the  eon- 
^uwer,  and  afe  pliimately  oprne  either 
by  the  profits  of  capitaj,  or  wipertrpes 
by  the  papital  itself,  beWpging  to  all  the 
Elects  of  the  ^tate,  and  must  pperate  in 
.dJminvMpn  either  of  the  pnp  pr  of  the 
4Uber.  A  remission  of  taxe^,  thpreforey 
mipst  he  4  benefit  to  all,  and  pp^  exc)u- 
#iTeIy  to  any  particular  class. 

The  imip^iate  cause  of  the  distress  of 
thp  former  is  the  great  depression  of  his 
jpoar Icet,  prepting  a  difference  of  one  third, 
at  (be  leasl,  between  the  nominal  value  pf 
bip  whole  ^tock  ip  business  pow,  pompared 
with  that  nominal  value  p  few  years  agp. 
In  this  state  of  things,  let  us  suppose 

|t  ^axes  to  a  l^rge  amount  are  taken  of. 
i  fiS^i  will  be,  we  pre  told,  a  further 
ip  prices*  Be  it  so.  What  will  be 
conseqpence  tQ  ihe  tenant  whose 
/tock  ip  bvsp^cs9  is  already  diminished 

i'n  value  one  third  i  Wby,  that  it  will 
>e  diminished  jobe  half.  Now  in  the 
€a^e  pf  man^  tenants,  at  least  one  half 
of  tbe  capitals  with  which  they  began 
jbufiness,  was  money  borrowed.  Tq  a 
pppn  in  ^at  situation,  what  i^rt  of  re- 
^ef should  you  give  >  With  f  new  tetmni 
^h?  Ppvv  takef  to  the  copcpro  and  pro- 
vidie^  bis  atock  in  bpsiness  with  a  money 
pppjtal,  only  ope  half  of  jth^  which  was 
reauisi^  to  his  pre4epe?apr>  tbecpaeis 
piparent.  The  $11  pf  prifiea,  produced 
by  tb^  r^mi^sion  pf  tpxes,  involving  ^pp 
ne  ^  pf  f en^  will  he  to  oipi  pny  tbJpg 
but  a  disadvantage.  It  will  be  a  boon  (p 
jlin,  f  8  it  will  to  capitalists^  under  smilar 
iJrcpmstanoeQy  in  nther  brapplies  pt  or 
4tiatnr.  l])ls  appe^ed  to  bio*  (Mr.  H.) 
4be  tair  di^ipoMon^  The  r^n|issio«^  pf 
iax^tjpn  will  he  no  jmpicdlaft^  repie^y  tp 
a  ^i«trw  #^^'y  ^'mpB  A^  }9^  prices ; 


-rbnt  jp  whatever  degrpe  it  can  be  effect- 
ed>  i^  ^il)  uUIniatelv  be  a  benefit  to  tli^ 
agripultural,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other 
ipterests  pf  tbo  country. 

The  hop.  and  learned  gentleman  has 
gone  ipto  piinute  details  to  shew  tliajt 
taxation  diniinishes  consumption.  Here 
again  thp  geperal  principle  may  be  ad* 
mitted.  But*  has  tliere  been  any  mark^>^ 
diminutiop  of  consumption,  peculiarly  cp- 
incident  with  the  present  distress?  On 
the  contrary,  has  no^  consumption  in- 
creased, and  is  it  not  now  increasmg  in  ad 
articles  of  general  usc^  pven  those  sub- 
ject to  heavy  duties  of  excise  ?  If  tax- 
ation, there/ore,  be  the  immediate  causp 
of  the  present  difBcplties,  whence  pomes 
it  thst  the  taxes  complained  of  as 
peculiarly  pressing  upop  agriculture^  arc 
more  than  usually  prodpctive?  Wp 
pre  agreed  as  to  the  existence  and 
character  of  the  distress.  It  rpsts,  there- 
fore, with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, either  to  contend,  that  distress  in- 
creases consumption,  pr  to  admit  (con* 
trary  to  the  wbole  drift  of  his  i^peecb) 
thftt  the  particular  taxes  which  be  has  men- 
tjoped  —  malt,  i»oap,  candles  ^c  dp 
not  fall  either  exclusively  or  extensively 
upon  the  distressed  classes ;  and  if  they 
do  not,  it  follows  that  the  remission  of 
those  taxes  would  do  nothing  specifically 
for  the  immediate  relief  of  agriculture. 

The  hon.  apd  learned  gentleman  ha^ 
shewn  that  the  increased  consumption  of 
malt  has  not  kept  pace  yriih  the  increase 
of  our  population.  But  wbi^p  be  ascribe^ 
^his  circumstance  exclusively  (p  the  hi- 
crease  of  the  tax  op  this  article,  he  noigh^ 
have  shewn,  had  it  equally  spited  ni^ 
purpose,  that  increase  or  din^inution  in 
the  annual  consumptiop  of  this  article  hsa 
not  correspopded  with  tbe  ajugmentatiop 
or  abatement  pf  ihe  lax.  |n  ISljS  thp 
ta^  was  reduced  from  4^  4^^  lo  &.  V* 
a  bushel  —  tbe  consuipptioB  of  ,)817 
was  17,136,020  bushelsAthat  of  i81» 
26,462,933,— iliat  of  1$19  2^346,259, 
—making  ap  average  of  tbp  three  years  of 
21,981^737  bpsheJu.  |p  1819 theduty  wa» 
agaip  raised  t  p  3^ .  6rf.  per  bnshel ;  the  con.- 
awmpt^'pp  pf  1^9  was  24,^,155f  of 
1821  28,6$7^57  buphels^  giyinganave- 
rage  fcr  ihs  two  yearp  pf  26,6l6,J0p 
^)usbels^  apd  exceeding  the  average  of 
|be  lh.r^e  y^ars  of  low  lauty  by  4,63*^36? 
bps^i^-  if  ppop  ^  compft"80»  ot  30 
year?  tbe  increase  m  tbe  conspmjptipp  pf 
IJM{  hjG^  PPt  kept  jpace  with  the  locrea^ 
-ofjibe  popplatton-rwftbont dwyipg tlwt 
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the  tax  has  contributed  its  «hare  to  the 
falling  off— it  may  in  part  probably  be 
ascribed  to  other  causes  — to  improve- 
ments in  the  art  of  brewing,  by  which  h 
saving  of  malt  is  effected — a  saving,  which 
he  understood,  was  still  greater  in  the 
distillery-— also  he  was  willing  to  hope,  in 
part  to  a  melioration  in  the  habits  of 
the  people — at  least  he  was  glad  to  see 
that  the  consumption  of  soap»  and  other 
exciseable  articles,  connected  with  the 
comforts  of  the  industrious  classes,  had 
increased,  within  the  same  period,  in  a 
proportion  greater  even  than  the  increase 
of  population ;  for  he  knew  no  more  cer- 
tain indication  of  sobriety  than  increased 
cleanliness  and  an  improvement  in  the 
domestic  manners  of  the  community. 

From  whatever  causes,  however,  the 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  malt  had 
not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  po- 
pulation, upon  a  comparison  of  the  pre- 
sent period  with  the  year  1792 ;  it  would 
be  a  fairer  mode  of  mquiry,  in  reference 
to  t^e  effect  of  taxation,  to  make  the 
comparison  not  upon  malt  only,  but 
upon  all  the  articles  of  general  consump- 
tion which  are  liable  to  heavy  duties  of 
excise.  This  comparison,  embracing 
some  articles  upon  which  the  increase  of 
taxation  has  been  much  more  rapid  and 
extensive  than  upon  malt  (such  for  in- 
stance as  tea,  mentioned  by  the  noble 
marquis],  would  shew  that,  upon  an 
averi^e  of  the  whole,  consumption  has 
fully  kept  pace  with  the  augmented  num- 
ber of  our  population.  But,  Oh !  ex- 
claims the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
indignant  at  the  mere  mention  of  tea. — 
•*  This  may  be  very  well  for  the  agricul- 
turbt  in  China,  but  does  tea  in  tlie  smallest 
degree  promote  British  industry  or  give 
employment  to  any  one  individual  in 
Great  Britain?"  Does  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  wish  us  to  understand,  that  the 
Chinese  kindly  make  us  a  present  of  all 
the  tea,  and,  still  more  kindly,  deliver  it 
free  of  expense  in  Leadenhall  street;  and 
that  no  British  industry  is  put  in  motion, 
either  to  provide  the  means  of  procuring, 
this  foreign  article,  or  to  convey  it  to  the 
shores  of  this  cdimtrv  ?  Are  we  to  take 
this  as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
doctrine  in  respect  to  commerce  with  fo- 
reign states,  and  as  another  sample  of 
that  political  economy  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  has  attempted  to  palm 
tipon  the  good  sense  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  which  in  fact  is  more 
worthy  of  a  drunken  mob  in  Palacc'^yard  ? 


Agrictdturat  Didress^ 


t«l<^ 


The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  ha» 
compared  the.  nominal  amount   of  the 
taxes,  inqluding  the  charge  of  collection, 
now,  and  at  various  periods  of  the  war, 
in  order  to  shew  that  their  real  amount 
has  not  been  diminished.    **  The  people 
pay  as  much  now  in  the  seventh  year  of 
peace,"  he  says,  «*  as  they  did  in  1 806— aye 
even  as   much  as  they  did    in    1813." 
"  Was  there  ever  any  thing  so  mon- 
strous?"   In  1813—84  millions  was  the 
gross  sum  collected,  last  year  it  was  60.** 
**  The  difference  is  just  equivdent  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency.*'    The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  entered  into  a  si- 
milar comparison  with  the  year  1806.  No 
wonder,  that  for  these  comparisons   it 
suited  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
purpose  to  take  the  average  depreciation  of 
the  currency  at  25  per  cent.    But,  even  if 
it  were  true  that  the  average  depreciatiox 
had  been  carried  to  that  extent,  we  have 
In  these  comparisons,  the  hon.  and  leamec 
gentlenlan*s  implied  admission  that  agri- 
culture flourished,   during  the  war,   with 
an  amount  of  taxation  at  least  equal  to 
that  of.  the  present  time.     Its  present 
depression,    therefore,    is  not  the  con- 
sequence of  taxation.    In  the  next  place, 
what  is  there  so  monstrous  or  so  new 
that  a  country  which  resorts  to   loans 
during  war,  should  have  to  pay  the  in- 
terest of  those  loans  after  peace  ?     Was 
not  this  the  case  after  the  American  war  ? 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
been  in  the  House   in  1789,   he  might 
have  exclaimed,   **  how  monstrous,  out 
revenue  is  now,  in  the  sixth  year  of  peace, 
seventeen  millions,   and  in  1781,  a  year 
of  war,  it  was  only   10  millions."    He 
might  then  have  further  exclaimed— <*  a 
great  part  of  the  difference  arises  from 
new  taxes  which  did  not  exist  during  the 
war,    but  which  have  been  imposed  in 
successive  years  since  the  peace."    On 
the  other  hand,    to  make   his   present 
statement  correct,    he  ought    to    have 
added  to  it — *<  that,  contrary  to  the  prac- 
<<  tice  of  all  former  wars,  we  had  been 
^<  able  to  wind  up  this  last,  the  roost  pro- 
<<  tracted  and  the  most  expenshre  of  all, 
«  not  only  without  anjr  addition  to,  but 
«  with  a  great  remission  of,  the  public 
«« burthens." 

Whether  our  expenditure  upon  the  re- 
duced scale  stated  by  the  noble  marquis  bb 
still  too  great,  is  a  point  reserved  fot 
further  investisation  and  discussion ;  but 
when  the  whole  charge  for  the  current 
year  is  brought  under -50  millions,  is* 
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clndhig  the  extraordidary  expanses  ioci* 
dent  to  the  jiuurrection  In  Ireland,  it 
ought  to  be  a  strong  presumption  with 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that,  with 
safety  and  justice,  retrenchment  cannot 
go  much  further.  The  hon.  member  for 
£ssex  (Mr.  Western),  whose  absence 
from  indisposition  he  ^Mr.  H.)  par- 
ticularly regretted,  had  deliberately  stated 
his  opinion  in  1816,  *<  that  50  milions  was 
'*  the  lowest  sum,  to  which  we  could  hope 
<<  to  bring  our  expenditure,  and  that  he 
**  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  brought  so 
**  low.**  No  man  will  question  his  capacity 
to  investigate  these  subjects,  no  man  will 
question  his  disposition  to  economy. 
This  is  an  authority  which  must  have  its 
weight  with  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  which  is  justly  looked  up  to  by  the 
country ;  he  therefore  referred  to  it  witli 
the  more  con6dence,  as  he  was  sure  it 
would  be  a  satisfaction  to  that  hon.  mem* 
her  to  find,  that  the  expenditure  was  now 
actually  within  the  estimate  which  he 
had  considered  the  lowest  that  could  be 
sufficient. 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  recom- 
mends an  immediate  remission  of  taxes 
to  the  extent  of  any  existing  surplus.  But 
he  goes  further.  If  the  taking  off  of  five 
millions  of  taxes  should  not  afford  imme- 
diate relief  (and  assuredly  it  would  not), 
the  nextstep  would  be,  to  apply  the  remedy 
of  an  ^  unreasoning  necessity"  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  describes  it;  but 
which  in  plain  terms,  means  neither  more 
nor  less  than  a  breach  of  fiiith  with  the 
public  creditor.  That  a  nation  like  an 
mdividual,  may  be  compelled  to  bend  to 
an  absolute  uncontrollable  necessity  is 
what  cannot  be  denied ;  but  when  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  calmly  contem- 
plates a  state  of  things  short  of  that,  and 
attempts  to  measure  and  define  it  by  the 
present  difficulties  of  the  country ;  the  con- 
tinuance of  which,  he  intimated,  would 
come  op  to  his  view  of  an  *'  unreasoning 
necessity  ,**theproposition  ismostaJarming. 
Setting  aside  all  considerations  of  morality, 
justice,  and  public  honour,  is  there  any 
man  weak  enough  to  believe,  that  a 
national  bankruptcy  would  relieve  the 
present  distress  ?  blind  enough  not  to  see 
that  it  would  involve  us.  in  general  con- 
fusion, and  weaken,  if  not  destroy,  the 
foundations  upon  which  the  security  of 
all  other  property  now  rests  ?  Something 
has  been  said  of  the  public  debt  being  a 
mortgage  upon  all  the  lands  of  England, 
lliis  he  would  deny*    There  is  no  such 


specific  mortgage.  The  public  creditor 
can  show  no  parchment — produce  no 
deeds.  His  title  is  not  upon  the  lands, 
more  than  upon  the  whole  capital  and  in- 
come of  the  country.  He  derives  that 
title  from  the  same  source  as  that  which 
gives  to  every  other  subject  of  the  realm 
the  security  in  what  he  possesses — front 
the  guarantee  of  the  public  pdwer  of  the 
state.  What  is  property  itself,  but  the 
creature  of  that  public  power  ?  Has  not 
the  claim  of  the  public  creditor  the  same 
sanction  and  pledge  of  that  public  power, 
as  the  private  engagements  between  man 
and  man,  or  as  the  transmission  of  property 
by  inheritance  or  by  will  ?  Are  not  all 
these  means  of  possession  created  and  up- 
held by  law,  administered  and  enjoyed 
according  to  law ;  and  can  you  make  an 
inroad  upon  any  one  without  endangering 
the  whole  ?  The  possessor  of  an  estate 
which  he  has  inherited  or  purchased,  or 
the  holder  of  a  mortgage  upon  that 
estate,  has  no  more  natural  right,  the  one 
to  his  rent,  or  the  other  to  his  interest  than 
the  public  creditor  has  to  his  dividend. 
Titles  to  property  are  not  like  life,  or 
liberty — the  gif^s  of  God  and  nature.  If 
you  cancel  the  security  given  to  one  class 
of  property  you  endanger  the  rights  of 
all.  Your  blow  may  indeed  be  aimed  at 
one  corner  of  the  edifice  only,  but  its 
recoil,  depend  upon  it,  will  damage,  per- 
haps destroy,  the  foundation  of  the  i^diole 
fabrick. 

With  respect  to  the  sinking  fund,  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  avowing,  that  there  could 
be  no  real  sinking  fund  in  time  of  peace, 
except  the  surplus  of  revenue  above  ex- 
penditure. Nothing  else  could  be  de- 
serving of  the  name.  But  with  such  a 
debt  as  ours,  and  without  such  a  sinking 
fund,  he  should  look  with  dist|oietude, 
not  so  much  to  the  immediate  interests 
of  the  public  creditor,  as  to  the  security 
of  the  state.  If  parliament  proclaim  our 
utter  inability  to  reduce  our  debt  during 
peace,  what  can  we  expect  upon  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities,  but  the  annihilation 
of  credit,  forcing  us  either  to  limit  the 
extraordinary  exertions  of  war  within  the 
additional  means  that  can  be  raised  an- 
nually  by  taxation,  or  to  declare  a  national 
bankruptcy  ?  Is  this  the  alternative  for 
which  the  country  is  prepared?  If  we 
had  never  bad  a  sinking  fund,  it  would  be 
one  question,  whether,  at  a  moment  of 
difficulty  like  the  present,  we  should,  for 
the  first  time,  maxe  the  effort  necessary 
for  ereatipg  one :  it  is  quite  anoth^  ques-* 
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lioiH  wbeUier^  without  th^iPQ^t  Qv^rrtiUvi^ 
pgceg^itv,  we  OMgh^  to  give  up  th^  sink; 
ipg  f^na  irbich  we  ^Ire^dy  ppssepf ;  tp  giv^ 
S(  jup  tpo  in  the  face  of  the  r^^ojution  of  thp 
^9^1819,  thus  exhihiti^ig  to  the  world 
9^ph  a  proof  of  distress  and  InabilitVy  of 
wp^knes9  f^id  vacillation  in  council,  a^ 
pMst  Ipwer  our  stationi  and  destroy  our 
inSuQnce,  ip  Europe^  and  as  cpuld  not  fail^ 
ere  Jpng,  by  inviting  aggression,  tp 
bring  Mpon  us,  in  increased  expense  and 
dii¥)(nJ9he4  security,  the  pupiiihment* 
even  in  a  pecuniary  view,  of  pur  own  short- 
ffightpd  and  ipiserable  policy*  If  hithertp, 
public  credit  has  been  to  England  power 
4pd  9af9ty,  are  we  to  part  with  it  at  the 
inpinent  when  all  the  9ta(es  ip  the  world 
«ire  cuUivatin^  that  spprce  of  strength  by 
establishipg  sinking  fpnds  for  the  reducr 
lion  of  their  respective  debfs  ?  In  Fraqce 
the  sinking  fppd  is  greftjer  in  proportion 
tp  the  tot^  amoupt  of  d^bt  than  in  this 
|[;pMntry ;  pnd  ia  Ameripa  ^tjH  greater  than 
in  France, 

But  pnegre^tautbpfity,  hitherfo  most 
friendly  ^o  9,  sipkiog  fpnd  (RJr»  Tierpej'). 
h^s  told  PS  ^hat  we  piay  part  with  i(  now, 
And  restore  it  again  aon^p  years  hence,  whef 
the  country  iHiall  be  wore  prp^perppi. 
•  This  appears  a  weak  ap4  dangerous  cpvpracp 
If  once  given  up,  tbp  sinking  fppd  wil) 
be  gone  fpr  ^vpr.  Be^ideSf  can  any  poap 
say  hpw  soop  this  couptry  m^y  be  ariyep 
to  the  necessity  pf  preparipg  for  war  f 
Would  that  be  a  case  whicli  we  could 
postpone,  bpc^pse  we  should  have  p^st- 
}>oncd  pur  linking  fund .'  If  palled  upon 
tp  yipdicate  our  honour  copld  we  ad- 
journ the  dpmapd  pf  ftotisfaptjop  to  sooae 
indefinite  but  CPpre  coRvppicnt  period^ 
If  wc  opce  ^dppt  thi9  pripciplp,  if  the  feelr 
ings  of  the  ^pyntry  be  once  subdped  to  it, 
ipsuUs  and  injuries  will  certainly  not  he 
^renting,  but  a9  we|shoul4  h^ye  fir^t  pfirted 
with  tue  rpe/ips,  so  we  $houI4  Aoob  bp 
without  the  spirit  to  avepjj?  theo^i. 

Tbftt  the  re^pprce^  of  Eo^^nd  however 
nrp  reduced  to  this  exU-pnaUy  he  utterly 
jjjpnied.  |f  in  reference  to  any  other  great 
^tate  in  Europe,  (t  had  been  proved  to  liiipp 
that  its  public  credit  ^tood  yery  high,-r-r 
that  its  revepue  wa^  increaaipg,  without 
finy  increase  of  taxes,  that  its  pppulatiop 
was  ipcreofiiojj  in  puroberi  with  a  rapidity 
tipparalleled  tR  any  long-settled  popptry, 
^^4  that  its  internal  improvements  wpre 
keeping  pace  with  the  gypwtb  of  its  popur 
laiiop  irr-^ni  if#  notwithstanding  the^e  facts, 
be  had  been  tol4>  that  the  rcaUiate  of  thai 
cguptry  was  desp^ratp  an4  hopple^ ;  h? 


should  have  pi^i^truated  the  accjoracy  of  th^ 
fissertjpn.  If  these  b^  the  ipimediate  fore- 
runpers  pf  decline,  decay,  o^d  ruuv 
what,  he  miffht  be  allowed  to  ask,  are 
the  steady  inuipations  of  increasing  wealthy 
ppwer,  «n4  prosperity  ? 

Npt  ponournng,  therefore,  in  the 
glopnfiy  view,  not  dismayed  by  the  n^a^ 
terious  apd  fearful  forebodings  of  the  bon* 
and  learned  gentleman,  he  could  not  cpav 
^ent,  under  a  pressure  which  he  trussed 
would  be  temporary,  to  break  dowp  the 
best  hopes,  and  to  4cstrov  thp  pubhc 
credit,  of  the  country.  If  after  all  the 
dangers  we  had  defied,  all  the  diffi9uUiefi 
wliich  we  had  overpopie,  pnd  all  the  trialf 
which  pur  fortitude  and  firmne^  ha4  met 
pnappallpd,  duringawarof  twpniy  yearo, 
—if  after  *we  had  terminated  that  long 
struggle  in  a  manner  which  had  raised  th^ 
name  apd  character  of  £nglap4  to  p 
height  which  np  other  country  ever  a(r 
tained,  we  were,  in  a  moment  of  dpsppii' 
deney^  to  dash  away,  for  ever,  one  of  thp 
majp  resources  which  have  raised  u^  to 
that  proud  distinction— a  resource  wliicU 
is  well  described  in  the  conclusion  of  the 
apeecH  frppi  the  throne^  as  **  that  public 
credit  in  the  maintenapce  of  which  all  the 
best  interests  of  this  kingdom  are  equally 
involved^  and  by  t  steady  adherence  to 
the  principjea  whereof  wp  have  attained 
pmd  pan  alone  expect  to  preserve  our  high 
station  amongst  the  nations  of  the  wprlo,^' 
— he  ahould  then  make  it  his  earnest  en- 
treaty to  those  with  whom  he  had  acted 
in  public  life,  he  should  call  upon  th^m  by 
the  reyerence  which  they  felt  for  the  char 
racter  and  memory  of  Mr.  Pit|,  and,  hp 
mi^ht  addi  by  their  regard  fpr  their  own 
fair  &m^,  not  to  lepd  thpmsplves  to  pu)l 
down  this  monument  of  our  greatness  ami 
our  strength  f  and  if  unfortunately,  this 
Houae  ohould  reaolve  that  it  ought  imt  to 
be  sustained,  to  leavp  to  other  nan4s  the 
unhallowe4  task  of  its  demolition. 

MVf  BrQ¥gham  mip  he  was  not  in  thp 
House  on  a»y  of  the  evenipgs  when  Mx. 
Peel's  bill  was  in  its  progress  through  par- 
liament, except  on  the  ihurd  readings  and 
it  was  too  late  thep  to  enter  pn  discussions 
in  whiph  he  hod  previously  taken  no  part. 
He  waa  absent  Uon^  severe  ao4  dangerous 
illnpS9. 

Colonel  Pavi^s  l^gan  by  remarking  op 
^le  extraprdinary  ipanner  in  which  thje 
right  hop.  gentlepian  Iia4  come  4pwp  tp 
comment  on  a  apeech  delivered  several 
days  ^o^  while  he  ipade  pp  adequate 
reply  to  wti§t  had  beef^  jppi^  jn  the  d^diia^ 
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df  that  evenirig.  He  e3t[^ressed  his  bur- 
|trh»e  lit  the  apathy  wtth  #bith  honourable 
tnembfers  who  were  cbrtiplaioin^^o  loudlj 
of  agricultural  distress,  had  heard  the 
jiallry  reductions  now  stated  in  the  speech 
of  the  rioble  marquis.  Were  their  fee!'* 
Ittgs  entirely  changed?  Could  they  be 
satisfied  with  the  measures  propo^d? 
The  hofl.  member  then  proceeded  tb  make 
some  observations  on  the  efibct  produced 
by  the  change  In  the  currency,  and  other 
causes  of  the  public  distress.  He  con- 
tetided,  that  the  temporary  apprbpriatioti 
of  the  sinking  fund,  or  the  remission  of 
in  aHiount  of  tidxes  equitaleht  to  it,  In 
the  present  distressed  state  of  the  coun- 
Iryv  ko  far  fVora  destrbying  public  credit, 
i^dlild  be  the  best  means  of  supporting  it, 
c^pedhlly  when  cotiplfed  with  retrench- 
ittetit  ahd  ^^onomy  in  eVery  bfandh  of  the 
J^ublic  txpebditure.  The  tertiaining  tAxe* 
Should  thereby  be  niore  productive  5  capi- 
tal would  incre^e,  the  revenue  would 
Hse,  and  with  the  return  of  gehehal  pros- 
perity, the  public  creditor  would  be  more 
certain  of  being  ultimately  paid,  thtln  \t 
the  (present  fund  were  drained  fVom  thd 
nation  in  the  hour  of  its  distress.  ' 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  tiot  intended  to 
Claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House  at  th^t 
lat4  hour,  but  he  could  not  refr&in  ftotti 
making  a  few  observations  dn  \\i€  Speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentlefban ;  atid,  6n  thd 
extraordmary  proceeding,  he  believed 
somewhat  novel,  of  coining  do#n  with  an 
Answer  to  k  speech  dellveted  a  vveek  be- 
fore. He  had  endeavoured  to  lead  tho 
house  froin  the  subject  which  was  befbre 
It,  bv  tt-eating  the  argutnent  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  iriehd  in  a  mdst  uncandld 
manner.  The  speech  ot  the  right  hon. 
^ehttehian  was  in  itself  full  of  cdntradie- 
tions.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  th^ 
distressed  state  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests in  I8I6,  <Vom  #hich  he  said  it  re- 
covered when  left  to  itself.  But  what 
wad  the  Cdhclusion  to  which  he  cahdd  With 
fesnect  to  the  agHeuItufal  question  ]  He 
said  he  Would  not  leave  the  agricoltuiikl 
interest  td  Itself,  as  he  had  ddne  the  ma-i 
Ijufacturihg  itttetest^.  td  tecoVel-  frdnl  the 
det)resiidn  under  which  it  at  ptesebt  la- 
boured ;  but  Wished  to  I'eiorl  to  the  wild 
scheme  of  bdfrowing  four  millions  from 
the  Banka  fdr  the  purpose  of  buyioff  cb^ik 
With  the  publTc  money,  tie  woiud  ndt 
leave  the  ^ricultUral,  like  the  mahufad- 
turing  interest,  to  find  iti  natural  level; 
Dttt  thought  that  its  distreiij^  migHt  be 


remedied  by  goVemmeht  purchasing 
com  and  piucitjg  it  in  granaries.  [Here 
Mr.  Hihkls^ion  exprMed  his  dissent]. 
The  right  hon.  geutlertian  had  cel-tainly 
adiUitted  that  such  a  scheme  formed  part 
of  the  plan  foi*  ameliorating  the  coUditioiil 
of  the  agricultural  Intek'eit ;  and  Kltfaoo^h 
he  had  condeded  that  it  was  ati  absurd 
project,  and  had  ridiculed  it  iti  sti^ng 
terms,  he  at  length  cahie  to  the  conclu-^ 
sion  that  on  the  Whorle,  it  ought  to  be 
tried.  The  right  hoft.  gentleman  lAxt^fe^ 
preliented  what  had  faileiK  fVoto  his  hdti. 
and  learAed  frieud,  when  he  said  that  hia 
hon.  atid  learned  frieud  attributed  all  thd 
difflcoltles  df  the  douriti^  td  tatatidU.  His 
hon.  and  leariied  friend  aald,  that  taiatidn 
abridged  the  comforta  dt  the  peoph^,  aud 
lessened  their  tneans  of  dondUmption  of 
corn.  The  right  hon.  gtdntlt^dian  hlni^etf 
admitted  that  taxatldn  wad  kh  eVil  ih  the 
abstract.  If  it  was  an  evil  Ih  the  abstraet, 

he  would  wish  td  kndw  what  it  was  111 
practice.  Bdth  the  noble  tuarquis  atld  thd 
right  hob.  gentleman  had  dealt  tlnfofrly 
with  bis  hon.  and  leanied  friend,  wheti 
they  assumed  that  he  had  deehtred  taxa- 
tidh  to  be  the  cause  of  low  prices.  He^^ 
had  atated  rid  hiore  thati  had  beeu  ad- 
vanced fVom  the  other  side  \  namely,  that 
the  effect  of  taxatioh  wa^,  to  abridge  the 
cottlfbhts  of  the  people,  abd  td  Incneas^ 
their  dlfBcuitie^ ;  atld  be  did  not  thldk  it 
possible  gfately  td  deuy  that  p6(k\bii. 
The  right  hon.  geatleman  agalh  misrepre- 
sented the  intentions  bf  his  hdh.  and 
learned  friend,  when  he  stated  that  the 
latter  wished  to  destf<W  {mMIc  cV-ettU. 
the  expresMoU  df  his  nob.  arid  learded 
fViend,  upoti  which  that  n^i6ret>rcseritatiba 
Was  founded,  wa^,  he  believed,  couched  ift 
the  following  words  :—<' that  be  desired 
to  be  underltdod  a§  wishing  to  dd  away 
with  all  the  system  called  the  sinking 
fbnd,  except  so  far  aa  would  allow  the 
iriimediate  application  of  a  surplus  0^  re- 
venue ovet  eicpenditure  fob  the  butpote 
6f  iristatitly  i^ducirig  the  debt.^'  tte 
would  appeal  to  the  House  whethei^  that 

Eassage  could  bear  the  cdnstructloh  which 
ad  been  put  UpdU  it.  With  reject  td 
the  sinking  futid,  he  Was  decidedly  with 
his  learned  ft^ierid,  dt  cplrilotl,  that  it  bUght 
hot  to  be  cohtinued  dri  the  fbotteg  en 
which  ft  at  pfeaeut  stodd.  He  tras  eer- 
taih  that  ftome  gobd  might  be  e^cted,  H 
all  the  suv^lus  were  td  beltkitriediately  ab- 
plied  td  pui^hasibg  a  certaiii  poniou  of  thb 
debt,  ihfttead  of  being  left  at  the  dbcrei 
ttdu  of  hia  majesty's  mihiners  to  be  im- 
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properly  sqaandercd,  as  he  would  prove 
it  to  be,  by  the  right  hon,  gentlemen  op- 
posite.— He  would  now  say  a  few  words 
with  respect  to  the  plan  which  had  been 
brought  forward  that  night  by  ministers. 
The  public  had  waited  with  the  utmost 
anxiety  to  know  what  propositions  minis- 
ters would  bring  forward.  He  had  never 
known  expectation  raised  so  high  as  it 
had  been  on  the  present  occasion,  both 
within  and  without  the  walls  of  that 
House.  They  had  now  got  the  plan  of 
ministers,  and  what  was  it?  He  would 
maintain  that  it  was  a  delusion,  and  that 
no  folly  could  equal  that  of  those  persons 
who  were  inclined  to  depend  upon  the 
statements  of  the  noble  marquis.  To 
prove  how  the  noble  marouis  had  before 
aeceived  the  House,  and  now  little  reli- 
ance was  to  be  placed  upon  his  present 
assertions,  he  would  remind  the  House  of 
what  the  noble  marquis  had  stated  on  for- 
mer occasions.  Tl\e  House  had  before 
been  mad  enough  implicitly  to  believe  the 
noble  marquis,  and  had  been  deceived  by 
him ;  but  he  entreated  the  country  gen- 
tlemen not  to  allow  themselves  to  conti* 
Que  in  error,  until  destruction  had  over- 
taken them.  He  begged  of  the  House 
not  to  put  trust  in  the  declarations  of  the 
noble  marquis,  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  He  would  show  the  House 
the  credit  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
deserved,  as  soon  as  he  had  disposed  of 
tlie  noble  marquis.  In  the  year  1817, 
the  expense  of  the  half-pay  amounted  to 
650,000/.  The  noble  marquis  then  stated, 
that  It  would  gradually  be  diminished-* 
not  only  by  the  dearh  of  individuals,  but 
from  the  circumstance  of  persons  who  had 
a  claim  upon  the  fund  being  appointed  to 
situations  of  active  service  as  they  should 
become  vacant.  How  had  the  noble  mar- 
quis's statement  been  borne  out  by  events  ? 
Tlie  half-pay  now  amounted  to  900,000/. 
In  1819,  the  noble  marquis  stated,  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  according  to 
the  estimates  for  that  year,  would  amount 
to  15,52^,581/.,  when  it  appeared  from 
the  annual  finance  accounts,  that  the  ac- 
tual expenditure  was  17,384,402/.      In 

1818,  the  ministerial  estimates  were  cal- 
culated at  15,727,212/. ;  it  appeared  from 
the  accounts,  that  the  expenditure  for 
that  year  was  16  millions  and  ^  half.    In 

1819,  the  estiniates  were  15^522,000/.  and 
the  actual  expenditure  wad  17,384,402/. 
In  1820,  the  estimates  were  16,678,000/. 
and  the  expenditure  was  16,725,000/. 
Thus  it  would  be  seen,  that  ^very  year 
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the  expenditure  exceeded  the  estimate*, 
of  the  noble  marquis.  After  having  been 
so  often  deceived,  would  the  country  gen- 
tlemen allow  themselves  to  be  agam  de- 
luded? Did  they  desire  a  remedy  for 
their  distress  similar  to  the  panacea  of  last, 
session  ?— The  hon.  gentleman  then  made 
some  observations,  to  show  the  inutility  of 
the  sinking  fund  under  existing  circum- 
stances. When  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  imposition  of 
3,000,000/.  of  new  taxes,  had  expressed 
his  expectation  of  obtaining  a  surplus  of 
five  millions,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  stated,  that 
no  surplus  to  that  amount  would  be  ob- 
tained, even  if  ten  millions  of  taxes  should 
be  laid  on.  His  opinion  was,  that  the 
ministers  would  expend  all  the  money  they 
could  collect,  and  that  no  effectual  reduc- 
tion of  expense  would  take  place,  until 
parliament  took  away  the  supply.  The 
event  had  proved  that  he  was  right ;  for 
in  the  year  ending  January,  1821,  the 
surplus  amounted  to  only  950,000/.  He 
had  been  exceedingl}*  surprised  to  hear 
the  noble  mscruuis  speak  of  the  general 

f prosperity  of  all  the  branches  of  the  pub- 
ic wealtn,  excepting  agriculture.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  colonies  ?  What  was 
the  state  of  our  manufactures  ?  He  de- 
nied that  the  manufacturing  interest  ge- 
nerally was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  In 
several  branches  of  manufactures  only  a 
bare  profit  could  be  obtained.  He  could 
prove  the  statement  of  the  noble  marquis 
to  be  founded  on  error.  Tlie  noble  marquis 
founded  his  calculations  on  official  returns 
of  the  value  of  exports,  which  generally 
considerably  exceeded  the  real  value  of 
the  articles  exported.  If  hon.  members 
confided  in  the  noble  lord,  afler  the  expo-* 
sition  which  he  had  made,  they  would  ex- 
hibit the  ne  plus  ultra  of  credulity.—rHe 
could  not  retrain  from  noticing  the  allu- 
sions which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  had  made  to  popular  assem- 
blies. Notwithstanding  the  taunts  which 
he  had  directed  against  assemblies  in  Co- 
vent-garden,  he  would  tell  him,  that  each 
of  the  many  thousand  persons  who  com- 
posed the  meeting  at  that  place  the  other 
day,  were  as  capable  of  judging  of  the 
subject  before  the  House  as  lie  was ;  and 
he  could  farther  inform  the  right  hon, 
gentleman,  that  if  he  had  at  that  meeting 
made  use  of  the  same  expressions  whicE 
be  had  that  night  utterecf,  he  would  not 
have  been  backed  so  well  as  he  had  beea 
in  that  House.  He  was  convinced  that 
if  that  House  bad  that  night  been  corn- 
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poted  of  500  honest   tradesmeDy   thejr 
^oiild  have  miroediately  scouted  the  doc- 
trines of  the  noble  inarquis,  and  the  state- 
ments   of    the    right    hon.    gentleman 
[Hear,  and  a  laugh].    The  noble  lord's 
plan  of  lending  money  to  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  n^ould,   from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  excite  nothing  but 
contempt.    It  was  made  a  boast,  too,  that 
the  loan   was  to  be  In  gold — as  if  that 
were  now  a  matter  of  any  importance, 
when  every   Bank  note  was  exchange- 
abJe  for  gold  coin.    The  plan  would  be  a 
certain  loss  to  the  country.    It  would  de- 
range all  the  means  whidi  otherwise  ex- 
isted of  bringing  the  agricultural  interest 
to  a  level.  This  meddling  with  themone^ 
•market  was  contrary  to  all  sound  princi- 
ples, and  also  contrary  to  those  which  had 
been  laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man    opposite.      The   finances   of  this 
country  were  in  a  state  of  complication 
and  derangement,  to  which  nothing  simi- 
lar was  to  be  found  in  the  financial  sys* 
terns  of  any  state  of  Europe  or  of  Ame- 
rica.   Coukl  any  body  tell  whether  there 
was  a  surplus  over  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  ?    No :  that  was  imposuble  ;  the 
right  hon.  member,  when  questioned  on 
the  subject  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wor- 
cester, could  not  tell  what  was  the  amount 
of  surplus  revenue,  or  whether  any  sur- 
plus existed.     He  would  put  it  to  the 
country  gentlemen,  whether  it  was  their 
intention  now,  to  allow  26,000,000/.  for 
carrying  on  the  same  services,  wliich  in 
the  year  1792  required  only  7,000,000/. 
•Allowing  for   what  was   called  a  dead 
weight  of  4,500,000/.  or  5,000,000/.,  he 
could  show  that  reductions  might  easily 
be  made  to  the  amount  of  from  7iOOO,0007. 
to  10.000,000/.      So  far  from  the  plan 
proposed  being  likely  to  prove  satisfac- 
tory, it  was  one  which  would  most  cruelly 
disappoint  the  expectations  of  the  coun- 
iry,  and  he  would  state  confidently,  that 
it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  said 
accounts  were  laid  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OP   LORDS. 
Monday^  February  18. 

Agricultubal  Distress.]  Lord 
SuffUld  rose  to  present  a  petition  from 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  The  petition  com- 
plained of  Agricultural  distress,  stated 
taxation  to  be  the  principal  cause,  and 
prayed  for  reUenchment  of  the  expendi- 
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ture^  reduotidn  of  the  public  burthens^  and 
for, parliamentary  reform.    He  congratu- 
lated himself,  that  on  the  daj  of  histsking 
his  seat  among  their  lordships,  he  should 
have  to  stand  before  them  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  important  county  of  Nor- 
folk—- a  county  lately  so  distinguished  for 
agricultural  opulence,  but  now,  unfortu- 
nately, reduced  to  a  state  of  the  greatest 
distress.    Many  causes  had  been  assigned 
by  different  |>ersons;  but  it  would  be  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  notice  what  the  peti- 
tioners  supposed    to    be    the   principal 
causes,  ana  the  remedies  they  proposed 
to  app^y.    The  principal  cause  was,  the 
oppressive  burthen  of  taxation,  occasioned 
by  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  go- 
vernment.   This  had  spread  that  distress 
through   the  country  which   was   every 
where  felt.    But  more  particularly  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk.    There  might  be  per- 
sons not  affected  by  it»  but  it  must  be  those 
who  received  salaries,  emoluments  and 
pensions  from  the  public  Never  was  there 
a  more  respectable  meeting  assembled  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk.    The  persons  who 
composed  it  had  a  just  right  and  title  to 
represent  the  sentiments  of  the  county,  if 
the  ownership  and  occupation  of  the  prin- 
cipal number  of  acres  it  contains  might 
give  that  right.    But,  unfortunately,  their 
acres  had  followed  the  fate  of  the  Bank 
paper,  which  was  good  as  long  as  it  passed 
current.    The  acres  of  Norfolk  now  pro-^ 
duced  nothing  to  their  owners,  and  were 
like  discredhed  paper  of  no  value.    This 
meeting  consisted  of  persons  of  all  parties, 
and  many  who  were  of  no  party  what- 
ever ;  and  yet,  in  a  meeting  thus  consti- 
tuted, the  call  for  retrenchment  and  re- 
duction of  tsxation  was  unanimous.   Both 
the  members  for  the  county  were  present, 
and  one  of  them,  a  gentleman  who  had 
always  supported  the  present  administra- 
tion   (Mr.   Wodehouse),    concurred   in 
opinion  with  the  pieeting,  that  reduction 
of  tsxstion  was  the  only  remedy  for  the 
existing  distress.     The   opinion  of  the 
meeting   was,   that  the  duties  on  roair, 
candles,  soap,  &c.,  ought  to  be  in  the 
first  instance  reduced.    The  petition,  be- 
sides praying  for  reduction  of  taxation, 
also    prayed   for   parliamentary   reform. 
Before  he  noticed  that  subject  more  par- 
ticularly, he  must  observe,  that  many  per* 
sons  belie?ed  it  to  be  impossible  for  par- 
liament to  give  relief  by  retrenchment; 
for  such  relief,  they  supposed,  couid  not 
be  obtained  without  a  sweeping  system  of 
reduction,  which  they  were  persuaded  na 
2  G 
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nikiwten  couki  support  and  retain  tMr 
places.    Heocelbllowed  the  opinion  that 
a  reform  of  parliament  was  the  only  means 
of  obtaining  a  reduction  of  taxatiao.    The 
meeting  was  unanimous  as  to  taxatioo 
i)eing  the  cause  of  the  distress ;  and,  on 
the  subject  of  reformt  the  dissenters  did 
not  exceed  five  in  the  hundred.    He  had 
not  been,  in  the  first  instance,  anxious 
about  the  question  of  reform  at  the  meet- 
ing.   He  thought  it,  however,  of  import- 
ance to  obtain  from  persons  of  weight  in 
the  "county,   a  declaration  that  taxation 
was  the  cause  of  the  existing  distress,  es- 
pecially wlien  it  came  from  those  who  had 
never  missed  any  opportunity  of  increas- 
^g  that  expenditure  which  formed  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  taxation.    How  taxation  was 
to  be  effectually  reduced  without  parlia- 
mMtarr  reform,  it  was  for  such  persons 
to  explain.    With  respect  to  parliamen- 
tary reform,    it  was  oft^  objected  to 
it,  that  those  who  supported  it  differed  in 
opinion^    This  might  be  said  with  equal 
truth    of  tnany  other    questions;    but 
though  the  friends  of  reform  might  differ 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  <»ught  to  be 
carried,  there  certainly  was  no  difference 
among  them  as  to  the  necessity  of  com- 
mencing the  work.    He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  advocated  a  sweeping  reform  ; 
but  he  was  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
rendering  the  House  of  Commons  more 
fully  and  fairly  the  representatives  of  the 
people.    He  was  sanguine  enough  to  be- 
lieve that  the  word  '^  reform''  would  soiin 
be  in  the  mouth  of  every  independent  in- 
dividual in  the  country.     He  approved 
of  the  question  being  brought  forward 
and  publicly  discussed,  but  was  always 
against  its  being  agitated  in  a   violent 
manner,  because  such  agitation  afforded 
pretexts  for  curtailing   the  rights    and 
fiberties  of  the  people.    There  was  no- 
thing therefore  he  more  condemned  than 
tumultuous  assemblies.    What  had  con- 
vinced him   of  the  necessity  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  was,  the  neglect  of  par- 
liament to  inquire  into  grievances.    One 
or    two    remarkable    instances    of  that 
neglect,  which  had  recently  occurred,  he 
would  mention.     The  first  to  which  he 
would  allude  was,  the  Manchester  outrage. 
The  refusal  to  inquire  into  that  atrocious 
transaction  would  be  sufficient  to  induce 
hitt  to  advocate  parKaraentary  reform, 
even  if  no  other  reason  for  it  existed.   He 
wouM  support  any  administration   that 
made  a  beginning  in  the  work  of  re- 
form ;  but  would  give  his  voice  to  none 
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that  refiised  to  maice  a  cottmeDcemat. 
He  had  visited  the  distriet  where  tliat  o«^ 
ra^  was  committed — he  kid  uMde  ia» 
quiry  respecting  it»  and  he  was  oonvhiced 
that  the  people  met  with  no  view  to  nois- 
chief.    The  best  proof  of  this  was  their 
conduct  in  assembling,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  acted  when  attacked  by  a  mi^ 
litary  force.    The  next  occurrence  which 
impressed  him  whh  the  necessity  of  par- 
liamentary reform  was,  the  proceedings 
against  the  Queen.    One  other  circum- 
stance he  should  mention  which  arose  out 
of  the  last— he  meant  the  dismissal  of  sir 
Robert  Wilson  from  his  majesty's  service. 
In  recommending  those  measores,  he  did 
not  doubt  that  asinisters  had  acted  with 
integrity.    He  sincerely  believed  that  the 
advice  they  had  given,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  thanks  to   the  Manchester 
magistrates,   to  the  proceedings  egaintft 
the  illustrious  personage  he  had  mentioned, 
or  to  the  dismissal  of  the  galUmt  general, 
bad  been  conscientiously  given  on  their 
view  of  the  diierent  cases  at  the  time. 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  they 
had  acted  with  great  and  bres^iess  rash- 
ness.    He  firmly  believed  that  they  would 
now  gladly  recidl  those  acts  if  they  could. 
Lord  CaUHorpe  concurred  in  all  the  alle- 
gations of  the  petitioners  as  to  the  extent 
of  asricuiturai  distress.    He  was  induced 
to  o&r  a  few  observations  on  the  snbject, 
because  he  was  compelled  to  acknowledge,  ^ 
from  the  state  of  public  feeUng,  which 
he  had  witnessed  at  the  county  of  Suffolk 
meeting,  that  that  feeling  was  decidedly 
in  fovour  of  retrenchment,  and  4»f  some 
degree  of  pariiamentary  reform.    At  tbe 
meeting  to  which  he  alluded,  and  which 
was  attended  by  persons  of  property  and 
independence  in  the  county,  a  most  unal- 
niroous  vote  was  given  for  r^renchment. 
The  unanimity  of  the  meeting  was  inepme 
measure   interrupted,  by  w&t  appeared 
to  him  an  unseasonable  resolution  in  fa- 
vour of  reform.    This  resolution  was  can- 
ried  by  a  great  majority;  but,  whether  it 
met  with  the  concurrence  of  the  principal 
land-owners  who  were  present,  ne  could 
not  ascertain,  because  it  was  ^^greed  to 
with  acclamation  by  the  majonty.    The 
manner  in  which  the  resolution  was  voted, 
lef^  CO  doubt  of  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the 
opinion   that  parlianlentary  reform  was 
necessary.     But  he  was  convinced  thdt 
the  opinion  was  growing  in  other  cknses, 
and  that  it  had  spread  itself  through  the 
well-educated  and  well-informed  part  of 
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Ike  cooMiniiiUji*  InUiat^iBOftt  importatit 
dasa  of  soeieiy,  a  c|iipo8itioo  in  favour  of 
parliaiB^Btary  reform,  manifestly  prevailed. 
ThU  ofioion  had  most  decidedly  «hown 
itself  Within  the  last  six  years.  .  To  what 
its  growth  was  owing,  he  did  not  pretend 
to  say ;  but  of  its  existenoe  tbero  could  be 
t»  doubt.  At  the  Suffolk  meeting  the 
vote  for  retrenchment  was  unanimous :  and 
after  thQ  pledge  for  reductions  which  had 
been  given  at  the  close  oif  the  last  session, 
this  resolution,  had  there  even  been  no  vote 
is  favour  of  reibrro,  would  have  been  suffi* 
oient  to  show  that  there  was  not  sueb  a 
confidence  in  (he  intentions  of  parliament 
aa  iheir  lordships  must  wish  to  see  nrevaiL 
This  want  of  confidence*  hebelieNred,  arose 
from  a  belief  of  excessive  influence  being 
QOBployed  by  ffovemment  to  carry  ceruin 
measures*  The  necessity  of  working  by 
influence  produced  inconsistency  in  tlie 
measures  of  government;  and  it  was  not 
aarpri$ing  that  what  the  well-informed 
called  inconsistency  should  by  the  more 
Ignorant  be  denounced  as  corruption. 
The  want  of  confidence  which   now  so 

Senerally  prevailed  did  not  arise  from  any 
oobt  of  the  probity  of  the  noble  carl  at 
the  head  of  bi^  majesty's  government ;  but 
the  more  paen  of  information  and  respecta* 
hility  believed  ministers  to  be  sincere,  the 
more  were  they  obliged  to  look  around 
ihem  for  the  causes  which  prevented  re- 
trenchment, and  the  adoption  of  an  effect 
lual  system  of  economy.  The  obstacles 
appeared  to  resolve  themselves  into  a 
system  of  influence,  which  had  for  many 
years  been  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  car- 
rying on  the  business  qf  the  state.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  some  influence 
was  not  necessary ;  but  he  was  convinced 
that  only  the  influence  which  fairly  be- 
longed to  official  situations  was  required 
in  this  country.  He  was  convinced  that, 
with  the  principles  and  feelings  which 
prevailed  among  the  great  mass  of  the 
well-informed  people  of  this  country^  there 
would  be  no  danger  of  an  administration 
being  overthrown  by  the  abandonment  of 
parliamentary  influence.  By  relinquishing 
that  influence,  ministers  would  remove 
from  their  measures  the  character  of  in- 
consistency* Were  it  not  for  influence, 
tbev  might  be  expected  to  act  in  unison 
with  public  opinion,  without  being  forced 
to  yield  to  it  apparently  against  their  own 
judgment;  as  toey  did  last  session,  when 
a  declaration  in  favour  of  retrenchment 
was  wrung  from  them*  By  keeping  public 
opinion:  in  view,  they  would  be  better  able 


to  csyny  on  t|«  business  of  government^ 
than  by  the  inconsi^teiM^  which  the  fluo« 
tuations  and  contradictions  of  parliamen- 
tary influence  piroduced*  What  greater 
proo&  of  ineonsidtency  conld  be  wai>te4 
than  the  changeable  mea^tvres  which 
had  been  adopted  or  proposed  witb 
respect  to  agricjulture  ?  .  Wlxat  con<« 
fidence  cqu14  the  petatbuers  have  in  the 
inteiitions  of  government,  when  they  foun4 
that  the  ehief  minister  of  the  Crown  ia 
another  place  bad  proposed  to  introduct) 
those  modifications  of  ^he  corn-biU  whid^ 
were  r^eoted  last  session  ?  The  sligbt 
degree  10  which  public  opinien  #p»r^M 
OB  parliament  was  evident  from  wb^  ht^^ 
pMSsaed  last  session ;  for  the  tecwlm^9n 
tioo  of  retcenchmeQt,  which  then  A^^aiqe 
from  a  committee  of  the  o^her.  Koiiset 
would  certain^  have  been  made  at  \^»\ 
one  year  sooner,  had  public  opinion  beoQ 
attended  ^  The  noble  lord  then  advert- 
ed to  the  state  of  the  law  respecting  the 
importation  of  foreign  cc^rn,  whicn  lie 
strongly  cimdemned*  and  observed^  Uiat 
he  should  rejoice  in.any  alteration  of  the 
corn-laws  which  would  remove  the  glaring 
inconsistencies  which  prevailed  on  the 
subject  of  importation* 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 


HOUSE  OF  COItfMONS, 
Mohdayf  Februan^  18, 

AoBicutTURAL  Distress.]  Mr* 
Lockhartf  in  presenting  a  petition  front 
certain  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  the 
two  parbhes  of  Repton  and  Gresley,  took 
occasion  to  observe,  that  unless  some  plan 
were  devised  for  the  relief  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  more  effectual  than  that 
which  was  supported  by  the  noble  marquis, 
the  clergy  would  shortly  be  without  en- 
dowments, the  landed  proprietors  without 
rentals,  the  poor  without  relief,  and  the 
sources  of  every  charitable  institution 
would  be  annihilated.  To  show  the  dis- 
tress which  aflectcd  the  labouring  classes 
at  present,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to 
state  one  fact.  A  gaol  had  been  built  at 
Bury,  in  Suffolk,  for  the  reception  of  80 
prisoners ;  but^  at  present,  it  was  filled  by 
200  individuals,  60  of  whom  were  labour- 
ers. They  had  been  committed  for  poach- 
ing ;  and  It  was  a  fact,  that  the  labourers 
went  out  poaching  in  the  open  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  apprehended;  as 
they  preferred  the  support  which  was  af- 
forded to  them  in  gaol  to  the  want  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


455}    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 

miaery  they  were  compiled  to  ^Bcounter 
ftt  their  own  dwellings* 

Saving  Banks,]  Mr.  Ricardo  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Mr.  John  Woodson 
who,  he  observed,  had  taken  a  great  deal 
of  pains  in  examining  into  the  biest  mode 
of  relieving  the  poor,  and  who  was  of 
opinion  that  the  princi{^e  on  which  the 
Saving  banics  were  at  present  condacted 
was  not  the  most  beneficial  that  could  be 
devised.  He  conceived  it  would  be  much 
better,  if  those  who  vested  their  money  in 
these  banks  were  paid  by  way  of  annuity, 
but  at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  was 
now  given.  Their  money  might  be  allowed 
to  accumulate,  and  thus  a  comfortable  pro- 
vision would  be  insured  to  them,  wnen 
they  arrived  at  an  advance  age.  He 
(Mr.  R.)  thought  the  plan  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  l^slature. 

Mr.  Curvoen  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
l^n  proposed  by  the  petitioner,  was  likely 
to  be  attended  with  most  beneficial  effects. 
It  would  be  particularly  serviceable  to  un- 
married servants,  who  might  be  able  to  lay 
by  small  sums  of  money.  As  the  Saving 
banks  were  now  conducted,  they  only 
operated  beneficially  for  those  persons  who 
were  able  to  spare  comparatively  large 
sums,  but  were  of  very  little  use  to  the 
mere  labourer. 

CoMMiTTBB  OT  SuppLT.]  On  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee 
of  Supply,  to  which  the  accounts  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  and  Irish  Treasury  bills  were 
referred. 

Sir «/.  Newport  said,  that  the  estimates 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  before  they 
proceeded  to  a  vote  of  supply  for  the 
Navy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  necessary  documents  would  be 
ready  in  thecourte  of  a  few  days,  and  would 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  members. 

Sir  G.  Warrender  remarked,  that  the 
vote  in  question  was  a  mere  matter  of  coOrse. 

Af r.  Hume  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  vote  for  the  Navy,  which  the  hon. 
baronet  stated  to  be  a  mere  vote  of  course, 
he  could  not  agree  to  proceed  with  it  un- 
til the  estimates  were  before  the  House. 
This  was  the  first  vote  of  supply  in  the 
present  sessions,  and  the  House  must  see 
now  utterly  impossible  it  was  to  decide 
on  the  nature  and  propriety  of  the  charges 
conuined  in  that  vote,  unless  a  full  esti- 
mate were  .laid  before  them.  In  the  ac- 
count which  had  been  printed|  he  found 
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ohly  large  items ;  such,  for  instance^  aa 
21,000  men  at  2^  Bs.  6d.  per  man  per 
month,  without  any  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  employed* 
Until  last  year  no  return  was  made  of  the 
number  or  marines,  amounting  to  8,000 
men.  Why  was  not  a  similar  return  made 
now  ?  Why  were  they  not  informed  of 
the  number  of  marines,  the  number  of 
seamen  and  the  number  of  general  offi- 
cers? Was  it  right  that  they  should 
allow  25/.  per  day  to  be  paid  to  certain 
ffeneral  officers  at  the  head  of  the  marines  i 
in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  particular  expenditure,  he  did  not 
wish  to  strike  off  any  fair  emolument  that 
might  be  due  to  that  individual.  All  he 
contended  for  was,  the  necessity  of 
having  proper  estimates  before  them.  If 
they  continued  to  vote  large  sums  in  a 
lump,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  waste 
of  the  public  money.  On  a  former  oc- 
casion, when  he  made  an  inijuiry  into  a 
chsrge  of  73,000/.  for  recruiting,  the  se« 
cretary  at  war  refused  to  give  him  any 
information,  and  hurried  on  the  commit- 
tee, though  it  was  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  It  should  not  however  be  bis 
fiiult,  if,  in  future,  proper  information 
were  not  laid  before  the  House.  Before 
the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  it  wss  hit  in* 
tention  to  move  for  a  return  of  the  number 
of  officers  on  the  marine  staff,  the  number 
of  marines,  and  the  total  expense  of  that 
department.  In  voting  the  wages  for  the 
navy,  he  meant  to  inquire  whether  any 
additional  number  of  secretaries  had  been 
appointed  at  the  different  naval  stations, 
and  what  was  the  number  of  individuals 
on  the  naval  staff.  On  one  item  he  meant 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  House.  He  al- 
luded to  the  sum  of  4,000/.  per  annum, 
which  was  paid  to  sir  A.  Cochrane,  who 
commanded  two  ships  at  Plymouth.  A 
similar  sum  was  also  paid  to  another  ad- 
miral, who  commanded  three  ships  at 
Portsmouth.  These  duties  were  formerly 
executed  for  1,500/.  a  year.  The  officer 
who  commanded  a  ship  of  war,  two  fri- 
gates, and  a  sloop,  at  Portsmouth,  had 
two  secretaries.  Now,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive the  necessity  of  employing  that  num- 
ber. The  hon.  baronet  must  be  aware  thai 
the  committee  of  finance,  in  1817,  when 
speakmg  of  the  charg^efor  the  wear  and  tear 
of  ships,  had  asked,  withastrong  expression 
of  surprise,  how  it  was  possible  that  that 
charge  could  be  so  great  ?  What  was  the 
difference  between  the  number  of  seamen 
called  for  in  the  present  year,  and  the 
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Biimber  TOled  In  1817  ?  Th«re  was  only 
•  dtffimnce  of  1 ,000  aien.  The  reduction 
of  expense  on  the  whole  naval  establish- 
ment in  the  present  year,  as  compared 
with  1817,  was  only  l-22Dd  part  of  the 
whole.  In  1817,  it  was  1,866|000^;  it 
was  BOW  1,781,00M.  The  sum  voted  for 
provisions  was  now  532,000^. ;  in  1817»  it 
was  550,0002. ;  but  at  the  latter  period 
salt  beef  was  from  lOi.  to  12^  a  tierce, 
whereas  it  was  now  only  about  5L  Tiiere 
were,  of  the  marine  force,  a  body  of 
6,060  men  on  shore;  the  vote  for  whose 
waffes  and  sustenance  ought  to  be  placed 
ander  a  specific  head.  In  fiict,  the  paper 
that  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  relative  to  the  vote  for  the  naval 
service,  was  a  rough  estimate,  on  which 
BO  man  could  come  to  a  correct  conclu- 
sion. Every  charge  in  the  present  year 
appeared  to  be  the  same  that  was  made  in 
the  last,  except  in  the  Ordnance*  The 
charge  for  powder  and  ball,  in  the 
seventh  year  of  peace  was  no  less  than 
95,000/.  What  had  the  committee  of  Fi- 
nance said  on  this  very  subject?  They 
observed,  that  during  war,  the  expendi- 
ture under  the  head  of  *<  Ordnance '  must 
be  very  considerable ;  but  they  felt  great 
satisfaction  in  stating,  that  in  time  of 
peace  it  must  be  considerably  reduced. 
In  that  year  the  expense  of  the  Ordnance 
was  brought  down  to  4f.  per  man ;  but  it 
was  immediately  afterwards  increased  to 
7«.  per  man,  and  that  had  been  the  charge 
ever  since.  He  could  not  conceive  why 
so  lArge  a  sum  as  95,0002.  should  be  paid 
under  this  head,  urtless  the  officers  fired 
off  the  balls  for  their  amusement,  or  threw 
the  powder  overboard.  It  was  his  inten- 
tion to  submit  three  distinct  motions  to 
the  House,  connected  with  the  subjects 
on  which  he  had  touched.  The  first,  for 
a  particular  account  of  the  expense  and 
number  of  the  marine  corps,  and  also  of 
the  navy,  under  their  respective  heads; 
the  second,  for  a  statement  of  the  manner 
in  which  half  a  million  was  expended  for 
provisions;  and  the  third,  for  a  detailed 
return  of  the  expenditure  of  95,0002.  for 
powder  and  ball. 

Sir  G.  Warrendtr  said,  that  in  the  com- 
mittee of  supply  on  Friday,  he  would  give 
the  hon.  memlier  all  the  information  he 
required. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  said,  that  if  the  advice  of 
the  hon.  member  were  pursued,  we  might 
as  well  blow  up  our  dock-yards  and  bum 
our  ships,  for  m  the  course  of  a  very  short 
tine  we  should  have  no  seamen,    it  was 


dettr  that  the  hon.  member  knew  nothing 
of  naval  matters;  or  be  would  not  at- 
tempt to  destroy  our  naval  system,  root 
and  branch. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  coib« 
mittee  of  supply. 

Scotch  Commissabt  Courts.]  Lord 
A.  HamUkm  said,  he  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  several 
useless  offices  in  Scotland.  The  House 
would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  thooe 
offices  had  been  twice  reported  on  by  two 
separate  commissions,  agreeing  that  they 
ought  to  be  abolished.  He  would  state, 
in  the  first  place,  what  the  offices  were ; 
secondly,  the  grounds  on  which  he  would 
move  that  they  should  be  abolished ;  and, 
thirdlv,  the  means  of  effecting  it.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  travel  tar  back, 
were  he  to  trace  minutely  the  origin  of 
those  offices.  They  were  remnants  of  the 
old  ecclesiastical  jurisdictions  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Scotland,  and  were  conducted  by 
28  commissaries,  who  succeeded  to  tlie 
jurisdiction  of  the  Scotch  bishops.  There 
were  28  commissary  clerks,  and  23  pro- 
curators fiscal ;  not  paid,  it  was  true,  by 
government,  but  fmid,  by  the  subject, 
from  whose  pockets  the  money,  in  the 
shape  of  arbitrary  fees,  was  extracted* 
Now,  as  to  the  grounds  for  their  abolftloa, 
he  would  remind  the  House,  that  they 
were  declared  not  only  useless  but  in^n- 
venient,  by  a  commission  appointed  as 
long  ago  as  the  year  1808,  and  vi^ich  re* 
ported  in  1810;  and  from  1810,  his  ma- 
jesty's government  and  the  successive  lords 
advocate  were  culpable  in  not  having  fol- 
lowed up  the  recommendation  of  that 
Report  The  present  lord  advocate,  in- 
deed, had  the  least  share  of  blame ;  be- 
cause he  bad  been  the  least  time  in  office. 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
substance  of  the  Report  of  1810,  by  which 
the  House  was  informed,  that  under  all 
the  circumstances,  the  inferior  commis- 
sary courts  were  not  only  useless,  but 
even  injurious  to  the  subject,  and  ou^ 
to  be  abolished,  and  their  jurisdiction 
transferred  to  the  sherifi*  court.  This 
Report,  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
neglected,  was  not  acted  upon  for  five 
vears;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  the  then 
lord  advocate  brought  in  a  biU,  which, 
among  other  objects,  had  in  view  the 
abolluon  of  those  courU  at  the  expiration 
of  two  months  from  iu  passing.  The  bill 
was  read  a  first  time  on  the  motion  of  the 
lord  advocate,  and,  he  bt li«ved|  a  socend 
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tiine ;  but»  after  having  gone  so  far»  the 
learned  lord  abstracted  the  bill  from,  par* 
liaflienl;  and  why?  The  pretext  was, 
that  another  commission  on  those  offices 
had  been  moved  for ;  and  tlie  lord  advo- 
cate hopedy  perhaps,  that.tbat  ooromission 
would  take  a  different  view  of  the  subject 
ft^rn  what  the  former  one  did.  The 
•eooad  report  was  made  in  IBIS;  and  not 
only  did  that  report  agree  with  the 
ferner)  bat  it  stated,  that  the  number  of 
pross  and  flagrant  abuses  which  existed 
in  those  courts  ought  to  accelerate  their 
abolition*  The  bill  which  the  lord  advo- 
cate introduced  in  1815,  had  not  only  for 
its  object  the  abolition  of  these  offices,  but 
fo  prevent  the  sale  of  Uie  offices  of  procu- 
rators or  clerks  in  the  conmiissary  court. 
The  noble  lord  then  repeated  the  obser- 
Tation  of  the  reports  of  the  two  oommis- 
aiooers,  contending,  that  the  system  of 
abuse  and  fraud  wluch  was  stated  to  exist 
in  the  iofeiier  eomaslssary  courts  called 
upon  parliament,  in  tike  strongest  manner, 
ior  their  abolition.  He  procedled  to 
■how,  that  there  were  payments  exacted 
in  the  riiape  of  fees,  which  were  not  ascer- 
tained by  any  determinate  scale,  but  were 
at  the  discretion  of  the  officers.  He  then 
vefisrred  to  the  evidence  t^ken  before  the 
oommtssioni  which  went  to  prove  that 
there  was  no  fixed  role  of  fees^  but  that 
Ibey  varied  according  to  the  will  of  the 
dbrk  and  of  the  parties  concerned ;  and 
this  practice  had  been  going  on  for  14 
years,  notwithstmding  the  two  reports 
and  the  introduction  of  the  lord  advocate's 
bill.  The  commission  stated,  that  the 
fbea  ware  not  only  improperly  'exacted, 
but  were  in  some  instances  made  exor'» 
bitant,  with  a  view  to  proportionate  com- 
pensation, in -case  the  offices  should  be 
abolished.  But  if  the  learned  lord  would 
agree  to  the  abolition,  he  hoped  they 
Hbould  not  materially  diffisr  as  to  the 
sunount  of  compensation ;  for  no  one 
4M>ald  suppose  that  where  such  abuse 
existed,  much  compensation  could  be 
daimed^— The  noble  lord  then  went  on  to 
ahow  the  means  by  which  the  object  of 
•bis' motion  was  to  be  effiscted;  and  ob- 
aer^ed,  that  he  should  have  felt,  himself 
inadequate  to  the  task  of  abolishing  above 
twenty  oourtSi  although  nuisances,  and 
transferring  tiieir  jurisdictions,  if  lie  had 
not  ta  his  hand  4he  reparts  of  the  coao- 
Biissi^MiefSt  and  the  bill  of  the  lord  advo- 
tcate.  There  might  be  some  £ew  who 
were  entitled  to  compensation;  but  the 
bulk  of.  the  (persons  itffiscted  by  the  bill 
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had  no  claim  to  ftny  whatever.  The  noble 
lord  then  moved,  «  That  leave  be  fivea 
to  brii^  in  a  Bill  to  abolish  the  Inferior 
Commissary  Courts  of  Scotland.'' 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  that  if  the 
noble  lord  had  communicated  with,  him, 
either  ia  the  House  or  out  of  it,  the  faicta 
which  he  could  have  stated,  might  have 
preeludedthe  necessity  of  the  present  ap- 
plicatioiu  He  begged  to  atate,  that  he 
liad  been,  for  some  time  in  direct  oom- 
munication  with  the  different  individuala 
coooemed  ia  the  offices  in  question,  and. 
that  he  stood  prepared  to  submit,  in  the- 
oourse  q(  the  session,  the  same  description 
of  biO  which  the  «oble  lord  asked  leave 
to  introduce.  Under  such  circumstances* 
he  trusted  the  noble  lord  would  withdraw 
his  motion.  The  noble  lord  had  throwa 
great  hlame  upon  his  predeccMors  in 
office,  for  their  Defect  of  the  measure  in 
question.  For  those  who  had  preceded 
him  he  conld  not  «peak;  but  certainly  he 
took  no  blame  to  himself  for  delay.  He 
had  found  on  his  table,  when  he  succeeded- 
to  his  office,  eight  reports  of  com- 
missioners proposing  different  reductions. 
That  anjr  man  should  consider  all  these 
reports  in  one  session  was  impossible; 
but  he  had  coounenced,  and  he  meant  to 
go  on  seriatimf  tmtil  thev  were  finished. 
Still  time  must  be  allowed.  It  might  na- 
turally, be  supposed  that  all  the  parties 
concerned  were  anxious  to  have  their  cases 
individually  investigated.  One  of  the 
courts  at  present  sought  to  be  abolished 
was  a  court  for  the  recovery  of  debts 
under  SL  That  court  might  at  once  be 
dispensed  with,liecause  its  operation  was 
little  else  than  mischievous :  it  called  per- 
sons from  long  distances,  to  arrange  mat- 
ters better  settled  by  local  jurisdiction ; 
and  abuse  having  existed,  it  might  be  got 
rid  of  without  compensation.  But  there 
were  other  courts  attacked  by  the  measure 
now  proposed,  which  stood  in  a  situation 
extremely  different—courts,  as  to  which 
the  commissioners  had  reported,  that 
only  such  fees  as  were  reasonable  had 
been  taken.  Now,  to  the  officers  of  those 
courts,  compensation  would  be  insisted 
on ;  and  the  anotint  of  that  compensation 
would  not  be  trifling,  for  the  salaries 
amounted  to  betireen ,  four  and  five 
thousand  a  year.  Let  it  be  recollected 
that  those  aalaries  wore  now  no  charge 
«poQ  goArernment ;  they  arose  out  of  roes 
recei^  upen-the  transacting  of  businesa$ 
and  if  pariiaaaent  at  once  abolished  an4 
gave  conqpensationi  they  saddled^  in  fiict 
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to  madi  new  expense  itpoa  the  public 
He  certainly  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
proposal  to  any  such  effect ;  and  if  he 
oad  been  inclined  to  make  such  a  proposal^ 
could  he  ha?e  had  any  hope  that  it  would 
be  acceded  tp?    What  he  did  mean  te 
auggett  was  this :— Let  the  court,  for  the 
recovery  ef  snoall  debts  be  forthwith  put 
an  end  to ;  and  let  the  other  eft ces  be 
gradually  abolished:   let  tlietn  be  got  rid 
of  as  the  present  incumbents  died,  with- 
out putting  government  to  the  cost  of 
cempensatiott.    Independent,  however,  of 
Che  question  of  compensatieii,  the  whole 
matter  required  considerarion    and  ar- 
rangement.   The  offices  to  be  gradually 
abolished  must  be  regulated  during  the 
remainder  of  their  existence.    Then  the 
duties  of  those  offices  must  be  iraniferred 
to  some  other  hand ;  and  it  Boust  be  de- 
cided to  what  hand  they  should  go.    If 
^e  sheriff  undertook  them,  he  would  re- 
quire in  some  way  to  be  remunerated  for 
the  trouble ;  and  was  that  remtmeratien 
loariseoatofsakHry,  orouiof^Bes?    AH 
these  were  matters,  which,  of  necessity, 
most  be   looked   to,   and  provided  far. 
Was  the  noble  lord  prepared  to  go  into 
them ;  or  woukl  he  consent  to  withdraw 
the  present  nuttlon,  and  wait  for  the  bill 
which  be  (the  Lord    Advocate)  wonld 
bring  in  ? 

8tr  John  Newport  aaid,  that  if  eom* 
pensatiooa  were  to  be  given,  in  any 
cases,  they  could  only  be  given  where 
the  proceedings  had  been  legal.  Now,  it 
was  doubtful  whether  most  w  the  officers 
in  question  had  not  long  been  taking 
monies  to  which  they  were  not  entitled. 
When  individuals  were  convicted  of  mis- 
conduct, it'waa  useal  to  dismiss  them 
without  compensation ;  and  why  should 
not  the  same  course  be  tsdcen  with  respect 
to  classes  f 

Mr.  W,  Dundas  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  cases  of  fraud,  instead  ef  being  ge- 
nerri,  were  confined  lo  a  very  few 
instances. 

Lord  A.  HamUtoH  declared,  thatfn  the 
reports  of  the  commissioners,  scareely  an 
individoal  was  named  who  had  not  been 
Kuilty  of  enaction.  The  truth  was,  that 
toe  aboUtton  ought  to  have  taken  place 
tea  yean  ago;  but,  as  there  were  forty 
places  to  be  at  once  disposed  of,  such  a 
wiirer  of  patronage  was  not  likely  to  be 
hastily  made.  The  noble  lord  then  pro- 
posed  that  the  Lord  Advocate  should 
aequiesce  in  the  present  motion  for  leave; 
«Mthat  he ahbidd afterwards brmg ki the 


bill  to  which,  he  alluded,  with  which  he 
(Lord  A.  Hamilton)  would  not  interfere, 
as  long  aa  it  was  sedulousi  v  prosecuted. 

The  Lard  AdvwMtg  pledged  himself  to 
bring  in  his  bill  as  soon  as  possible ;  but 
thought  it  would  come  more  regularly,  if 
the  noble  lord  withdrew  his  present 
motion. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  where  any  of  the 
offices  in  question  had  of  late  years  been 
filled  op,  the  appointments  had  been 
given  with  a  iiall  understanding  that,  in 
case  of  abolition,  no  claim  to  compensa^ 
tion  shoidd  accrue. 

After  some  farther  ooaversati<m,  the 
motion  was  negatived. 


MOTIOK  VOR  A  COMMITTSB  ON  THX 

Agricultpaal  Distrbss.]  The  Mar- 
quis of  Londonderry  moved,  <<  That  the 
Report  of  the  CoaHoittee  on  the  Agri- 
cttltnral  Distress,  presented  the  18th 
June,  1821,  together  with  the  several 
petitions  which  have  been  presented  lo 
the  House  in  the  last  and  present 
sessions  of  parliament,  -complainins  of 
the  depressea  state  of  Agriculture  of  Uie 
United  Kingdom,  be  referred  to  a  Sdect 
OommHlee,  to  enquire  into  fhe  allegatlona 
thereof,  and  to  report  their  observatknia 
diereupon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Gooch  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
correcting  some  of  the  misrepresentations 
which  had  taken  place  respecting  him  at 
aeveral  public  meetings.  He  had  been 
described',  as  having  brought  forward  this 
subject  last  year,  in  collusion  with  the 
ffovernment,  in  order  to  prevent  enqmrr. 
If  he  had  acted  such  a  part,  he  snould 
have  thought  himself  vnworthy  to  repre* 
aent  that  county  which  sent  him  to  par* 
Kament,  or  any  other.  Having  been  sent 
there  to  represent  one  of  the  first  agri- 
eultural  counties  in  England,  he  had  be- 
lieved it  to  be  his  duty^  when  he  saw  their 
table  covered  with  petitions,  all  describing 
the  existence  of  one  unusuid  scene  ef  dis- 
tress, to  oaH  the  atsention  of  the  House 
te  it.  Though  little  qualified  to  perform 
such  a  task,  he  had  detemshied  on  taking 
it  up  as  nobody  else  did.  He  wished  for 
that  inquiry  whioh  had  taken  place;  but 
which,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  had  done 
little.  He  had,  in  the  first  instance^ 
thought  it  right  to  ascertain  his  owm 
strength,  and  tiw  strength  of  those  crp« 
posed  to  him*  Feeling  «iowish  to  raise 
the  landed  inteteat  to  the  injury  cf 
other  iateresU,  4ie  •  had  net  anticipated 
much  (qipositkni   firom  the   consmeroial 
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and  manufacturing  interesto.  Ah&t  con- 
sulting those  connected  with  those  in- 
terests, he  then  went  to  the  noble  mar- 
quis to  ask  what  the  government  pro- 
posed to  do.  The  noble  marquis  told 
bim»  that  ministers  would  not  oppose  a 
motion  for  a  committee,  as  they  felt  for 
the  situation  of  the  agricultural  classes  as 
much  as  he  could  do.  He  told  the  noble 
marquis,  he  was  rather  surprised  that  with 
these  feeh'ngs  they  had  not  come  forward 
with  some  measures  for  their  reh'ef.  The 
noble  marquis  said,  that  as  a  minister,  he 
had  no  rignt  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
unless  be  could  offer  a  remedy,  as  he 
wished  not  to  hold  out  a  hope  to  the 
country  which  might  nc^t  be  realized.  But, 
be  added,  that  be  would  willingly  attend 
the  committee,  and  give  every  aid  in  his 

Sower  to  the  prosecution  of  the  enquiry, 
'hat  pledge  the  noble  marquis  had  most 
fully  redeemed,   liow,  with  respect  to  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  he  would  say, 
that    to    him    it    appeared    worse   than 
useless.    The   House  probably  did   not 
know  by  whom  the  report  had  been  drawn 
up.    He  had  not  done  it.    Even  had  his 
opinions  been  those  of  the  right  hon,  gen- 
tleman who  performed  the  task,  he  could 
not  have  executed  it  with  that  gentle- 
man's talent.    Still  the  document,  though 
admirably  got  up,  had  been  considered 
by  the  country  as  a  piece  of  mystification. 
It  was  rather  extraordinary,  perhaps,  for 
a  chairman  to  speak  in  sudi  terms  of  a 
report  which  was  supposed  to  emanate 
from  himself;   but  he  was  bound  to  con* 
fess  that  he  thought  it  threw  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  those  persons  whose  eyes  it  should 
have  opened.    It  ought  to  have  carried 
comfort  and  information  to  the  people; 
and,  in  fact,  it  had  carried  neither  the  one 
nor  the   other.    Perhaps   he  might   be 
allowed  a  few  words  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  marquis  on  Friday  last. 
No  man  had  more  at  heart  the  welfare  of 
the  landed  interest  than  the  humble  in- 
dividual who  then  addressed  the  House. 
His  duty,  his  inclination,  and  his  interest, 
all  led  him  that  way.    He  thought  the 
statement  of  the  noble  marquis  in  many 
respects  most  satis&ctory ;  aad  he  begged 
to  congratulate  the  House  on  the  state  of 
the  finances  of  the  country.    It  was  a  most 
gratifying  circumstance  to  find  that  we 
were  m  possession  of  a  dear  sinking  fund 
of  more  than  SfiOOfiOOL    For  the  general 
welfare  of  the  country  it  was  necessary 
that  public  credit  should    be  secured. 
Nothing  could  tend  mote  to  the  relief  of 
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the   country  than   thus  improving  and 
strengthening  public  credit.    But  when 
be  came  to  speak  of  what  the  noble  lord 
bad  said  on  the  subject  of  Agricultural 
Distress,  he  should  not  speak  truth,  if  he 
were  to  state  it  to  be  bis  opinion,  that  it 
would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  landed 
interest.    He  thought  they  would  be  dis« 
contented,  because  more  was  not  done. 
But  it  was  one  thing  to  say,  that  what 
had  been  profiosed,  was  not  sufficienr,  and 
another  to  point  out  what  more  ought  to 
be  done.     He  did  not  see  what  more 
could  be  done ;  but  he  was  most  anxious 
to  see  as  large  a  diminution  of  taxes  as 
could  be   made,   consistently   with   the 
maintenance  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.    The  question  then  became  one 
of  quantity.    He  was  one  of  those  who 
did  not  wish  the  numerical  strength  of 
the  army  to  be  more  diminished ;   but  he 
wished  for  further  reductions  in  the  civil 
departments  of    both  army  and   navy. 
When   the   estimates   came  before   the 
House,  he  would  vote  for  such  reductions 
as  he  thought  would  be  proper.    On  the 
.whole,  however,  looking   at  what   had 
been  done  already  in  the  way  of  reduction 
and  retrenchment  since  the  last  session, 
he   could   not  help  congratulating  the 
country  upon  it,  as  the  opening  of  a  system 
that  appeared  to  him  to  be  pregnant  with 
the  greatest  benefits.    He  had  been  cen- 
sured for  not  having  been  present  in  the 
House  last  session,  on  several  occasions 
when   the   hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
brought  forward  questions  connected  with 
public  economy.    The  fact  was,  however, 
that  not  having  been  in  the  habit  of  long 
confining  himself  to  a  room,  his  attend- 
ance for   fourteen  weeks   on   the  Agri- 
cultural Committee,  from  an  early  hoiur 
in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  afternoon, 
had  the  effect  of  frequently  jading  him  to 
a  degree  that  would  not  allow  him  to  take 
his  place  in  the  House.    Again  he  con- 
gratulated the  House  on  what  had  been 
done.    He  hoped  to  God  the  noble  mar- 
quis would  follow  up  the  plan  which  be 
had  commenced.    He  hoped  the  House 
would  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  country, 
in  giving  to  that  plan  the  utmost  efiect  of 
which  it  was  capable ;  he  hoped  that  all 
persons  would,  for  once,  divest  themselves 
of  party  spirit ;  he  hoped  that  they  would 
unite  in  one  common  cause,  and,  in  the 
words   which   they  were  every  day  ac- 
customed to  hear,  «<  lay  aside  all  private 
interests,  prejudices,  and  partial  a&ctions,*' 
;  Sir  John  SkeUey  said  that   the  hop. 
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nembor .  for  Sofiblk  toeoMd  rejoiced  at 
the  relief  that  had  been  afforded,  and  ap- 
peared quite  aurprised  that  the  noble  lord 
had  done  so  much.    He  (sir  J.  S.)  was 
aorprised  too ;  but  it  was  that  the  noble 
lord  had  done  so  little.  With  respect  to  the 
stoking  fund)  it  appeared  to  hicn  to  be  a 
complete  faUacy.    He  regretted  that  the 
noble  lord  did  not  confine  the  amount  to 
be  devoted  to  it  to  one  million,  and  avail 
himself  of  the  remaining  four  millions  of 
the  surplus  of  the  income  over  the  eznen-* 
diturey  by  taking  oflF  those  taxes  which 
bore  most  heavily  on  agriculture.  He  bad 
no  hesitatian  in  declaring,  that  the  aink- 
lag  fund  had  ever  been  a  great  charge  to 
the  country,  and  that  very  little  had  been 
gained  by  it.    Reduction  of  taxation  was 
liKke  the  wish  of  the  House  and  of  the 
•oufltry  ;  but,  in  bis  opinion,  the  plan  of 
the  noble  lord  was  merely  a  bolstering  up 
ef  the  funds  at  the  expense  of  the  landed 
interest. 

Mr.  Wodekouse  observed,  that  the  prin- 
etpal  object  for  ;whichpie  rose  was,  to  ask 
the  nobto  marquis,  a  question*    He  would 
first,  however,  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  subject  Immediately  before  the 
House.    Although  some  of  the  views  of 
hb  majesty's  government  appeared  to  be 
rather  eoigmatica],  he  had  no  doubt,  that 
on  the  wm>le,  the  measures  which  tbev 
propoaed  would  be  beneficial.    He  felt  it 
bis  duty,  however,  to  express  the  obliga* 
tion  which  he  felt  to  two  distinguished  m- 
dividuals  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
To  the  one,  he  owed  a  two-fold  oblige^ 
tion ;  he  meant  the  hoo.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Brougham).    AU 
tliough  he  di&red  very  much  from  the 
hon.  and    learned  gentleman  on   some 
points  of  his  arguments,  he  yet  thought 
that  that  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
done  more  service  to  the  cause  of  agricul- 
ture than  any  man  in  the  House.    Such, 
indeed,  were  the  iranscendaot  talents  with 
which  be  was  so  marvellously  gifted,  and 
such  the  extraordinary  force  of  his  reason- 
ing, that  it  really  required  great  firmness 
lo  resist  him  in  his  concJuaions.    The 
other  obligation  which  he  owed  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  was,  for  having, 
in  the  coarse  of  bis  argument  on  the  sink* 
ing  fund  (that  rock  on  which  our  public 
pred^  tested),  done  justice  to  the  memory 
•f  that  great  man  who  was  the  author  of 
thatrroeasure,  and  who  could  never  be  ea- 
tiaated  too  highly.    The  other  individual 
la 'Whom  be  itislied  to  expraas  his  obliga- 
lion  wiaa,  ft  noble  lord  (John  Eussell)  not 
VOL.  VI. 


then  hi  his  place,  who,  in  an  address 
which  he.  had  published  son^ie  time  ago  to 
his  constitoeats  on  the  subject  of  a  pro- 
posed petition  to  parliament  for  the  relief 
of  agricultural  distress,  had  treated  the 
subject  exactly  in  the  way  in  which,  in  his 
opinion,  it  ought  to  be  treated.    Honour- 
able gentlemen  might  recollect  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  session,  Isnguage 
was  held  on  this  subject  which  he  trusted 
would  never  be  repeated.  It  was  asserted, 
that  the  landlords  in  England  were  like  the 
lords  of  the  soil  in  Poland  and  Russia, 
who,  when  they  were  themselves  satbfied 
whatever   became  of  their   unfortunate 
tenants,  considered    that  all   was    well. 
Nothing  cotild  be  more  opposite  than  the 
character  and  conduct  of  the  landlords  in 
England  and  the  lords  of  the  soil  in  the 
countries  alluded  to.    In  the  latter,  the 
situation  of  the  tenant  was  that  of  slavery  ; 
00  at  least  their  institutions  were  so  much 
mixed  up  with  feudal  obligations,  as  very 
much  to  resemble  slavery.    What  was  the 
situation  of  the  tenant  in  this  country  ? 
The  proprietor  of  the  land  was  satisfied 
with  a  fourth*   or,  where  it  was  highly 
cultivated,  with  a  sixth  of  the  produce  as 
rent ;  and  such  was  the  reciprocal  con- 
fidence between   the  lancflord   and  ihe 
tenant,  that  the  most  beneficial  effects  re- 
sulted from  it  to  both.  It  was  much  to  be 
regretted,  therefore,  that  a  a  comparison 
so   unfounded  had  ever  been  instituted. 
The  noble  lord  had,  in  his  opinion,  treated 
the    subject  exactly  as  it  ought  to  be 
treated ;  and  t>e  begged  leave  to  repeat 
his  thanks  to  him  for  it.     In  looking  at 
the  distress  of  the  landed  interest,  the 
House  would  allow  him  to  disown  all  idea 
of  relieving  it  at  an  expense  of  any  other 
class  of  theoommunity — of  the  commer- 
cial,  the  monied,   or  manufacturing  in- 
terests.    The  relief  to  the  agricultural 
classes,  of  whatever  nature  it  might  be, 
could  never  be  effectual,  if  it  went  to  the 
injury  of  any  other  class  of  the  community. 
In  the  great  discussion  which  took  place 
in  181 1,  on  the  bullion  question,  the  prin- 
cipal argument  was  between  Mr.  Horner 
and  Mr.  W.  Elliot,  both  men  of  very 
superior  talents.    The  difference  between 
them  was  this.    Mr.  Horner  maintained, 
that  no  political  danger  should  induce  the 
House  to  depart  from  the  sound  principles 
of  commercial  prosperity.    Mr.  Elliot,  on 
the  contrary,  argued  that  he  could  not 
conceive  how  political  danger  could  be  co- 
existent with  commercial  safety.    Which- 
avar  of  those  able  men  was  in  the  right, 
2  H 
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no  one  need  be  ashamed  of  placiog  him- 
self, under  the  authority  of  either.  What 
he  wanted  was,  a  distinct  expldnatioo  from 
the  noble  marquis  as  to  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's 
government  to  proceed.  If  there  were  to 
be  the  slightest  relaxation  of  the  existing 
system,  parliament  would  reduce  to  a  com- 
plete wilderness  tliose  unhappy  soils  once 
the  seat  of  cheerful  industry,  but  now 
oferburthened  by  poor,  whom  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  know  how  to  sustain,  or  how  to 
remove.  Thus  circumstanced  they  would 
doubly  feel  the  pressure  of  the  taxes 
which  it  was  declared  by  his  majesty's 
government  it  was  not  consistent  with 
the  maintenance  of  national  faith  to 
repeal.  This  was  at  war  with  the  princi- 
ple asserted  by  a  great  man,  <*  that  no  in- 
terest in  the  state  ought  to  be  called  upon 
to  contribute  beyond  its  ability.''  It  mili- 
tated also  against  the  opinion  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  comniittee  of  the  House 
last  year,  namely,  **  that  taxation,  if 
measured  by  population,  is  heavier  in 
England  than  in  an^^  part  of  Europe,  if 
measured  by  capital  it  is  lighter."  If  that 
position  were  not  true,  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  any  argument 
upon  it ;  but  if  it  were  founded  on  any 
thing  like  truth,  what  would  become  of  the 
parts  of  the  country  to  which  he  had  al- 
ready alluded  ?  He  understood  that  the 
author  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
18H  was  the  same  individual  as  the  author 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  1821 : 
or  at  least  that,  if  he  was  not  the  author 
of  the  report,  it  had  his  decided  support. 
The  report  of  1814  began  thus : — ^*  it  ap- 

gears  to  your  committee  to  he  established 
y  all  the  evidence,  that  within  the  last 
twenty  years  a  very  rapid  and  extensive 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  agriculture 
of  the  united  kingdom  ;  that  great  addi- 
tional capital  has  been  skilfully  and  sue- 
cesufully  applied,  hot  only  to  the  improved 
management  of  lands  already  in  tillage, 
but  also  to  the  converting  of  large  tracts  of 
inferior  pasture  into  productive  arable, 
and  the  reclaiming  and  inclosing  of  fens, 
commons,  and  wastes,  which  have  been 
brought  into  a  state  of  regular  cultivation." 
Then  came  a  passage  to  which  he  wished 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  be  particu- 
larly directed — "  That  many  extensive 
enterprises,  directed  to  the  same  important 
objects,  are  some  of  them  still  in  their  in- 
fancy ;  that  otliers,  though  in  a  more  for* 
ward  state,  do  not  yet  make  any  return 
for  the  large  advances  which  have  been 
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laid  out  upon  them ;  and  that  these  advances 
in  many  instances  will  be  a  total  loss  to 
the  parties  (involving  also  the  loss  to  the 
nation  of  the  produce,  which  in  a  few 
years  might  be  expected  from  such  ex- 
pensive undertakings),  if,  from  the  want  of 
a  sufficient  encouragement  to  continue 
them,  they  should  be  abandoned  in  their 
present  unfinished  state."  That  was  the 
way  in  which  the  report  began.  He  would 
now  read  its  close : — **  They  are  con- 
vinced, that  a  reliance  on  foreign  impor- 
tation to  a  large  amount,  is  neither  salu- 
tary nor  safe  for  this  country  to  look  to  as 
a  permanent  system ;  and  that  many  of 
the  sacrifices  and  privations  to  which  the 
people  have  been  obliged  to  submit,  dur- 
ing the  late  long  and  arduous  contest, 
would  have  been  materially  alleviated,  if 
their  means  of  subsistence  had  been  less 
dependent  on  foreign  growth.  If,  com- 
pelled by  the  frequent  recurrence  of  those 
sacrifices  and  privations,  the  country  has 
at  last  made  exertions  which  will  enable 
OS  under  ordinary  circumstances  to  hold 
ourselves  independent  of  the  precarious 
aid  of  foreign  supply,  your  committee, 
without  venturing  to  suggest  the  mode, 
cannot  doubt  that  it  will  become  the  wis- 
dom, and  will  consequently  be  tlie  policy 
of  parliament,  on  the  one  hand,  by  pro- 
tecting British  agriculture,  to  maintain  if 
not  to  extend  the  present  scale  of  its  ex- 
ertions and  produce,  and  on  the  other, 
consistentl}' with  the  first  object,  to  afford 
the  greatest  possible  facility  and  induce- 
ment to  the  import  of  foreign  com,  when- 
ever from  adverse  seasons  the  stock  of  our 
own  growth  shall  be  found  inadequate  to 
the  consumption  of  the  united  kingdom." 
Such  were  the  principles  on  which  the 
report  of  ISl^  had  proceeded.  The  ques- 
tion that  he  wished  to  put  to  the  noble 
lord  was,  on  what  principle  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  his  majesty's  government  to  pro- 
ceed ?  He  was  confident  that  no  one  who 
heard  him  would  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  he  wished  to  rake  up  an  angry  dis- 
cussion on  the  com  laws ;  but,  such  were 
the  difficulties  of  our  situation,  that  some 
decided  conclusion  must  be  come  to  on 
the  subject.  No  person  could  doubt  the 
ability  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  below 
him.  Let  the  peroration  of  that  right 
hon.  gentleman's  speech  in  March  1815, 
be  remembered,  in  which  he  conjured  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  measure  of  prohi- 
bition, with  reference,  not  to  the  interests 
of  the  agriculturists  alone,  but  to  those  "ot 
the  artisans,  the  manufaotorefSi  tod  th# 
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whole  comiDaoitr.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  have  the  beneSt  of  the  whole  force 
of  the  right  hon  gentleman's  understand- 
ing exerted  oo  this  most  important  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Davenport  said»  that  from  the  flour- 
Utung  description  which  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  given  of  the  state  of  our  6nances, 
he  hoped  there  would  be  some  reduction 
of  taxation,  which  now  bore  so  heavilj 
on  the  country.  The  noble  marquis  had 
stated,  that  the  taxes  on  the  farmer 
were  not  more  than  five  per  cent,  on  the 
incomin  *>  and  outffoings  of  his  farm. 
Now,  In  answer  to  this,  he  would  state, 
that  in  Cheshire,  the  occupiers  of  dairy 
fsrms  paid  five  per  cent,  on  one  article  of 
consumption  alone ;  namely,  that  of  salt ; 
the  tax  on  which  he  considered  the  most 
oppressive  that  ingenuity  could  devise. 

Mr.  Curtoen  was  anxious  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  noble  lord  meant  to  open  the 
whole  extensive  question  which  had  last 
session  occupied  the  House.  If  so,  he  was 
persuaded  litt'e  would  be  done  with  it  du- 
ring the  present  session.  Did  the  noble 
lord  wish  for  further  information  as  to  the 
distressed  state  of  the  country  ?  Was  it 
for  that  the  noble  lord  wished  to  open 
the  question?  If  so,  the  committee 
would  spend  the  whole  of  the  session  as 
they  had  spent  the  last,  and  would  come 
back  with  a  similar  report.  Instead  of 
referring  the  subject  to  a  committee,  it 
was  the  duty  of  government  to  be  pre- 
pared with  a  measure.  He  wished  the  noble 
lord  would  take  the  subject  into  his  own 
bands.  No  man  could  do  more  justice 
than  the  noble  lord  had  done  to  the 
subject  in  the  committee  last  year.  The 
noble  lord  must  be  aware,  that  if  it  were 
again  sent  to  the  committee,  a  great  di- 
versity of  opinions  would  necessarily 
arise,  and,  after  all,  the  committee  would 
make  just  such  a  report  as  ihe  noble  lord 
and  his  friends  would  recommend.  Thus 
the  session  would  be  allowed  to  pass  and 
no  measure  would  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent the  possible  influx  of  foreign  com. 
He  would  ask  whether  the  country  ought 
to  be  left  in  this  uncertain  state-^ whether 
something  should  not  be  done  to  ascertain 
the  price  at  which  Importation  should 
take  place ;  unless  the  noble  lord  wished 
this  country  to  be  placed  in  the  situation 
in  which  he  had  described  SQesia  to  be, 
where  the  price  of  corn  would  not  pay  for 
Its  removal  from  the  ground.  The  noble 
lord  perhaps  considered  that  he  wss  taking 
a  great  step  towards  relief,  in  removing  a 


part  of  the  malt-tax— that  tax  of  which, 
when  the  repeal  was  formerly  talked  of 
the  noble  lord  had  threatened  to  resign  if 
the  House  consented  to  it :  but  let  him 
consider,  that  even  according  to  his  oVn 
showing,  the  taking  off  of  a  shilling  a 
bushel  duty  would  give  no  sensible  relief. 
The  noble  lord,  after  estimating  the 
taxes  on  the  farmer,  at  five  per  cent, 
offered  him  a  relief  of  one  half  per  cent. 
He  could  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  it  would 
be  a  relief  to  the  farmer  not  of  five  per 
cent,  but  of  20  per  cent,  if  the  taxes  on 
barley,  salt,  leather,  soap  and  candles, 
were  taken  off.  As  to  the  sinking  fund, 
he  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  go  the 
length  of  recommending  that  it  should  he 
wholly  relinquished ;  as  such  a  measure 
might  have  a  very  unfavourable  effect  on 
public  credit.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
was  of  extreme  Importance,  that  at  the 
present  moment  as  much  relief  should  bo 
given  to  agriculture  as  it  was  possible  to 
afford  to  it.  Why  could  not  the  noble 
lord  let  the  sinking  fund  wait  a  little  ? 
Why  could  not  the  noble  lord  let  the 
million  which  he  anticipated  in  the  next 
year,  and  his  expected  resources  in  sub- 
sequent years,  go  to  the  sinking  fiind,  and 
in  the  mean  time  give  the  agricultural  in- 
terest an  inunediate  four  or  five  millions  ? 
He  could  assure  the  noble  lord,  that  a 
great  alarm  existed  in  the  country  on  the 
subject  of  the  existing  difficulties.  He 
was  ready  to  allow  that  alarms  of  any 
kind  nojght  be  pushed  to  too  great  an  ex- 
tent; but  the  fact  was,  that  such  an 
alarm  did  exist,  and  might  be  productive 
of  the  most  serious  consequences,  unless 
means  were  taken  to  tranquBlise  it.  In 
one  of  the  suggestions  of  the  noble  lord 
the  other  evening  he  was  much  disposed 
to  concur ;  namely,  to  create  a  fund  of 
a  million  for  the  purchase  and  storing  of 
corn,  whenever  an  over  supply  depressed 
it  below  a  remunerating  price.  If  the 
late  harvest  had  been  well  got  in,  there 
would,  he  was  persuaded,  have  been  a 
thirteenth  more  produce  than  an  average 
crop ;  in  which  case,  the  application  of  a 
million  to  purchase  500,000  quarters  of 
com  with  which  the  market  might  have 
been  gradually  fed,  would  have  been 
most  beneficial,  as  It  would  at  once  have 
relieved  the  farmer,  and  have  prevented 
the  influx  of  foreign  corn.  The  steadiness 
of  the  market,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  also  be  hkhly  advantageous  to  the 
manufacturer,  with  respect  to  the  best 
mode  of   preventing    the    admission    of 
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foreign  srain  into  tlie  country,  no  qoes* 
lion  could  be  of  greater  importance,  or 
Involve  in  its  determination  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  community;  for,  whatever 
destroyed  the  farmer's  ability  of  purdia- 
sing  n-om  the  manufacturer,  roust  of 
course,  be  essentially  injurious  to  the 
latter.  He  was  convinced  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost ;  and  he  repeated,  that  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  might  have  been 
perfectly  prepared  to  bring  forward  the 
great  question  at  issuci  without  any  further 
reference  to  a  committee.  He  had  listen- 
ed  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Sufiblk  with  considerable  sur- 
prise. That  hon.  member  concurred  with 
him,  that  the  distresses  of  the  agricul- 
turists were  great,  and  that  those  dis- 
tresses were  daily  increasing.  He  would 
ask  that  hon.  gentleman  what  'would  be 
the  opim'on  of  his  constituents,  when  they 
heard  that,  after  having  made  that  decla- 
ration, he  nevertheless  thanked  ministers 
for  the  very  insufficient  relief  which  they 
proposed  to  give  ?  He  was  surprised,  at 
tiie  praise  which  the  hon.  member  had  be- 
stowed upon  the  ministers,  for  doing  that 
now,  which  they  might  as  well  have  done 
last  year.  If  such  was  the  language  of 
the  county  members,  he  despaired  of  any 
relief.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  had 
held  a  high  and  bold  language  to  the  mi- 
nisters, instead  of  one  million,  he  had  no 
doubt  they  should  have  had  five  millions, 
of  taxes  repealed.  Of  the  effect  of  such 
a  measure,  they  might  judfe  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  taxes  on  the  labourers.  Take 
the  salt  tax  for  instance.  The  labourer's 
pig  was  to  him  a  sinking  fund :  from  the 
high  prioe  of  salt  he  was  not  able  to  salt 
it,  and  selling  it  was  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  had  hoped  to  see  not  only  the 
salt  tax,  but  the  taxes  on  leather,  soap, 
and  candles  repealed*  The  repeal  of 
those  taxes  would  be  a  saving  of  20  per 
cent  on  the  farmer's  expences,  which,  with 
90  per  cent,  on  the  reduction  of  rent, 
would  amount  to  40  per  cent.  With  this 
the  farmer  might  have  gone  on.  The  hon. 
member  for  Norfolk  had  told  them,  that 
In  his  county  the  paupers  increased. 
This  he  believed  to  be  the  case  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom.  The  most  indu8« 
trious  and  meritonous  class  of  the  com- 
munity, the  agricultural  labourers,  were 
broken  down  to  naupensm  or  beggary. 
^8  the  noble  lord  had  given  up  to  them  a 
million  on  malt,  he  hoped  the  concession 
would  be  followed  up  by  some  other  re- 
duction.   He  did  not  ask  theip  to  abolish 
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the  sinking  fund;  but  the  wMe  lord 
should  de^r  his  project  of  swelling  it 
and  thereby  save  the  country  from  distress 
and  ruin.  The  noble  lord  had  dwelt 
upon  the  fact,  that  the  revenue  was  in- 
creasing. True,  it  was  so ;  but  on  what 
principle  he  <^ould  not  conceive.  Seeing 
the  universal  suffering  that  prevailed  in 
the  country,  how  the  revenue  kept  up, 
he  did  not  know.  If,  however^  the  taxes 
were  taken  off,  the  consumption  of  agnU 
cukural  produce  would  be  increased^  and 
the  farmer  would  then  be  rdkved  frooi 
whatever  he  suffered  from  excessive  pro* 
duce.  They  might,  he  hoped,  meet  the 
noble  lord  at  some  middle  point;  that,  as 
they  asked  every  thing,  and  he  refused 
every  thing,  thev  might  agree  on  some 
compromise  which  might  afford  a  chance 
for  the  renovation  of  agriculture.  He 
wished  the  noble  lord  had  been  whh  him 
that  morning  at  Smithfield,  and  seen  the 
state  of  the  first  market  prc^ably  in  the 
world,  where  1000  head  of  cattle  were 
driven  off,  because  they  could  not  mee^ 
with  purchasers.  He  should  not  oppose 
the  appointment  of  the  committee^  but 
he  should  wish  its  sittings  to  be  confined 
to  this  side  of  Easter;  tliat  time  might 
be  given  to  take  some  measure  on  their 
report  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Benettf  of  Wiltshire,  said,  he 
concurred  with  the  hon.  member  for 
Norfolk  in  his  praise  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr« 
Broi^ham),  but  he  did  not  concur  with 
him  in  differing  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman's  conclusions.  He  certainly 
had  never  heard  any  subject  so  clearly 
stated,  or  so  convincingly  reasoned  on ; 
and  the  country  was  deeply  obliged  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  noc 
only  for  the  eloquent  manner  in  which 
he  had  stated  the  claims  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  but  for  the  sagacity  with 
which  be  had  indicated  the  mode  of  re-« 
h'eving  them.  He  concurred  in  tliinking, 
that  on  the  subject  of  the  distresses  of 
the  farmers,  and  the  means  of  affording 
relief,  the  noble  marquis  should  be  more 
explicit;  for,  except  that  Is.  aboshei 
was  to  be  reduced  on  malt,  and  another 
agricultural  committee  was  to  be  ap-» 
pointed,  the  House  had  yet  heard 
nothing  on  which  a  hope  of  relief  could 
be  founded.  He  was  satisfied  that  con-* 
siderable  disappointment  would  be  felt 
throughout  the  country,  at  hearing  that 
this  committee  was  to  be  appointed,  with- 
out any  specific  object  being  pointed  out 


Digitized  by 


Google 


473] 


Oil  the  Agricukural  Dulress. 


Feb.  16,  182S. 


[474 


for  its  consideratioii.  What  could  be  ex- 
pected from  such  a  committee  i  Neither 
the  House  nor  the  couotrj  waoted  to 
find  out  the  cause  of  the  distress.  Relief 
Irom  its  pressure  was  generally  desired; 
but,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
marquis  on  this  head,  what  could  be 
hoped  for,  from  a  committee  so  appointed  i 
Without  going  into  anj  inauiry  as  to  the 
various  causes  from  which  tne  agricultural 
distresses  were  said  to  have  arisen,  he 
would  state  what,  in  his  opinioni  was  the 
principal  cause.  He  considered  it  chiefiy 
to  have  proceeded  from  a  transition  from 
a  atate  of  war  to  peace.  One  of  the 
operations  of  the  war  had  been  to  raise 
the  price  of  every  article  of  consumption, 
and  particularly  of  agricultural  produce, 
to  an  extraordinary  height.  In  the  course 
of  it  our  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
manufactures,  were  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition;  but,  as  the  permanence  of 
that  state  of  things  depended  on  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  causes  out  of  which  it 
had  grown,  it  was  a  natural  consequence 
that,  those  high  prices  subsiding,  our 
commerce  and  manufactures  should  re- 
turn back  to  their  former  state.  In  this 
transition,  the  agriculture,  though  more 
slowly,  f^lt  a  severe  change,  and  was  at 
last  reduced  to  that  state  from  which  it 
was  now  sought  to  relieve  it»  Another 
cause  of  the  agricultural  dbtresses  was, 
the  importation,  after  the  peace,  of  a 
vast  €|uantity  of  com  from  countries  com- 
paratively untaxed.  To  remedy  this,  the 
corn  bill  was  introduced;  and  it  was 
thought  that  a  monopoly  of  the  home* 
market  would  be  thereby  secured  to  the 
landed  interest:  but  this  remedy  failed 
when  its  aid  was  most  wapted:  for  in 
1818,  by  the  rise  of  the  prices  to  the 
maximum  standard,  the  ports  were  opened, 
and  the  country  was  inundated  with  foreign 
corn.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  ne?er 
been  a  friend  to  the  corn  bill.  He  thought 
it  proceeded  entirely  upon  wrong  prin- 
ciples. He  would  admit  that  we  could 
not  compete  with  foreign  countries,  which, 
from  a  variety  of  causes,  could  |^row 
corn  much  cheaper :  but  then,  rather  than 
a  prohibition,  he  would  return  to  the  old 
and  sound  principle  of  a  duty,  whatever 
might  be  its  amount.  He  was  not  an 
advocate  for  high  prices ;  for  he  consi- 
dered that  low  prices  would,  in  the  result, 
be  for  the  ^advantage,  not  merely  of  the 
manufacturing  clasMs,  but  of  the  agr»- 
-cohorists  themselves,  ami  would  afford  a 
better  protection  than  ^a  corn  bijL    But, 


theni,  these  wonld  always  depend  in  a  great 
degree,  on  the  state  of  taxation,  whidi 
generally  fell  with  tenfold  pressure  on  the 
poor.  It  was  easy  to  say,  that  a  tax 
pressed  hard  upon  this  or  that  article  of 
consumption,  but  those  who  said  so  did 
not  olVen  consider  its  various  ramifica- 
tions, and  the  very  many  ways  in  which 
it  entered  and  encroached  upon  the  poor 
man's  comforts.  He  would  show  one  in- 
sunce  of  the  inequality  of  iu  pressure 
upon  two  clssses.  Take  the  tax  on  salt 
or  malt.  The  poor  man  consumed  as 
much  salt  as  the  rich,  and  perhaps  a  little 
more  malt :  so  that  in  the  consamption  of 
those  articles,  the  poor  man  paid  as  much 
as  his  rich  neighbour,  who  perhaps  pos- 
sessed one  hundred  times  greater  means 
of  supporting  the  expense.  The  boa. 
member  for  Portarlington  had  said,  that 
all  toxes  eventually  fell  on  the  consumer. 
This  would  be  true  enough,  if  the  growera 
of  corn  in  England  enjoyed  a  perfect 
monopoly.  But  he  was  sure  the  hon. 
member  would  allow,  that  as  the  taxes 
had  a  tendency  to  raise  the  price  of  corn 
in  proportion  to  their  amount,  so  the 
taxes  must  cause  distress  when  other  oir- 
ctimstances  depressed  the  price  below  the 
cost  price.  They  had  now  been  pre- 
sented with  the  nunisters'  plan  for  the  re* 
lief  of  distress.  They  were  to  borrow 
money  to  support  the  sinking  fund !  He 
had  long  codsidered  that  tliis  fund  was 
only  a  means  of  delusion ;  but  if  ever  there 
was  a  proper  time  for  putting  an  end  to  * 
it,  it  was  the.  present.  As  to  the  loans  to 
parishes,  on  the  credit  of  the  poor*ratei^ 
It  would  be  altogether  futile.  He  knew 
of  no  parish  in  which  such  a  loan  would 
be  accepted;  because,  as  security  was 
given  for  the  repayment,  the  parish  ac- 
cepting the  loan  would  ba?e,  in  a  subse«- 
quent  year,  to  pay  double  rates,  with  the 
addition  of  the  interest  on  their  amounts 
Another  plan  of  the  ministers'  was  to  pur- 
chase up  com.  He  knew  not  how  this  was 
to  operate  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  If 
the  corn  was  so  damp  at  present  as  to  be 
forced  into  the  marxet,  what  would  be 
the  result  of  laying  it  up  in  public  granai* 
ries  ?  He  did  not  like  to  tise  the  term 
ridiculous ;  but  he  was  compelled  to  say, 
it  was  the  most  absurd  proposition  he  had 
ever  heard  advanced.  It  had  been  well 
said,  that  the  best  pubUc  graimries  were 
in  England;  and  that  those  gsanaries 
were  the  stacks  of  the  farmen.  Those 
ample  stores  were,  brought  oot  by  hiffh 
prices,  and  thus  tended  to  eqvu^ze  the 
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supply,  and  prevent  the  horrort  of  tcar- 
city.r«The  next  meaatire  proposed  for  the 
relief  of  agriculture  wan,  the  reduction  of 
If.  on  the  malt  tax.    That,  ai  he  calcu- 
lated,  was  equal  to  about  one  per  cent 
on  rent,  as  the  farmer  could  only  find  re» 
•  Uef  from  it  in  his  capacity  of  a  consumer. 
If  the  whole  of  the  malt  tax,   indeed, 
were  taken  off,   the  consumption  would 
be  probably  so  increased,  that  the  price 
of  tuirley  would  be  aOected ;   but  a  re- 
duction of  ]«•  per  bushel  would  be  an 
dmost  immaterial  relief  to  the  farmer. — 
Another  cause  of  the  present  distress  was, 
the  recent  change  which  had  taken  place 
in  our  currency.    He  did  not,  however, 
•think  that  the  currency  as  it  now  stood 
ought  to  be  disturbed.    The  great  evil 
•was,  the  original  departure  from  the  sound 
metallic  standard,  from  the  fear  that  if  it 
were  continued,   the  gold  would  all  go 
out  of  the  country.    But  gold  would  ever 
go,  m  spite  of  all  obstructions,   to  the 
•country  which  wanted  it  most.    It  was 
like  a  stream,   and  would  find  its  level. 
In  a  wrong  view  of  this  subject,  the  Bank- 
restriction  act  was  passed.    However,  the 
-currency  was  now  restored,  and  he  would 
not  disturb  it.    It  did  not  follow,  because 
•cur  ancestors,   thirty  years  ago,   com- 
mitted a  robbery,  that  we  should  do  the 
same  thing  to  day.    No ;   he  would  now 
let  the  currency  rest;   thoueh  it  could 
not  be  denied  that  the  effect  of  the  change 
had   been   a  benefit   to  every  creditor, 
public  and  private,    of  thirty  per  cent, 
and  a  loss  to  every  debtor,   public  and 
private,   to  the  same  amount.    He  did 
not  think  the  noble  lord's  plan  for  lessen- 
ing the  interest  of  part  of  our  debt  would 
be  so  effectual ;   for  it  should  be  consi- 
dered that  in  lessening  the  interest,  they 
lessened  the  value  of  money  also.    But  it 
appeared  to  him,   that  in  examining  the 
supposed  remedies  for  our  distress,   the 
House  were  losing  sight  of  the  real  and 
effipctual  one  —  the  most  rigid  economy 
and  retrenchment.    This  was  the  remedy 
that  must  be  at  hist  resorted  to^  unless  it 
was  meant  to  be  held,  as  it  Was  contended 
by.  an  anonymous  writer  in  the  **  Times'* 
Journal,  under  the  signature  of  <*  Abra« 
ham  Tudela,''  that  taxation  was  a  benefit 
to  a  country,   and  that  a  great  national 
debt  was  great  national  wealth— positions 
so  evidently  at  variance  with  the  fact, 
that  be  would  not  stop  to  refute  them. 
It  was  unfortunately  pretty  obvious,  that, 
at  the  present  inoment,  no  reduction  that 
could  be  effected  in  rents  would  really 


Motion  for  a  Coinmiitei 


[476 


and  eilectually  benefit  the  farmer.    Re- 
duction of  taxation,  offered  a  better  and 
'  a  more  tangible  mode  of  permanent  re- 
lief; and  to  that  only  coulu  he  look  with 
any  confidence  of  a  favourable  resulr.— 
He  would  now  offer  a  word  or  two  as  to 
the  relative  shuation  of  the  landed  and 
funded  interests  of  this   country.    The 
House  had  been  continually  told,  that  we 
must  preserve  faiih  with  the  national  cre- 
I  ditor,   and  nobody  could  more   warmly 
advocate  tliat  principle,  or  more  readily 
confess  its  perfect  justice,   than  himself. 
But  they  had  been  also  told,  in  the  same 
breath,  by  the  hon.  member  for  Portar* 
lington,  that  all  the  land  in  the  country 
was  mortgaged  for  the  entire  amount  of 
the  natiunal  debt.    He  admitted  that  all 
the  land  in  the  country  was  mortgaged 
for  a  certain  proportion  of  that  debt ;  but 
he  denied  the  principle  in  that  extent  to 
which  is  had  been  attempted  to  be  carried. 
It  was  not  the  land  only,  but  in  point  of 
fact  the  labour,   the  industrj',    the  pro- 
perty,  of  the  country,    were  severally 
mortgaged,  on  the  same  account,   to  the 
fund  bolder.    The  land-owners  had  cer- 
tainly incurred  very  great  debts,  and  they 
were  bound  to  pay  them :  the  amount  was 
enormous,  but  he  roust  say  that  the  land- 
owners had,  generally  speaking,  to  thank 
tliemselves.     When  he  said  this  be  un- 
doubtedly felt  that  no  blame  could  attach 
to  himself  for  what  had  passed:  he  had 
not  been  a  party  to  those  measures  by 
which  the  great  proportion  of  those  debts 
had  been  incurred:   but  they  who   had 
concurred   in  them  had  very  much,    he 
repeated,   to  thank  themselves  alone  for 
their  present  difficulties.     Those  gentle- 
men  had  supported  all  the  extravagant 
propositions— had  voted  for  all  the  extra- 
vagant grants — which  the  administration 
of  the  country  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  forward  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
Whether  such  a  system  of  measures  was 
or  was  not  necessary  to  be  upheld,  it  was 
not  requisite  for  him  now  to  inquire ;  but, 
certain  it  was,  that  hence  had  originated 
most    of   those    evils  under  which  the 
landed  interest  was  now  labouring.    It 
was  curious  at  the  present  moment  to  see 
hon.  gentlemen,   who  had  been  amongst 
the  warmest  supporters  of  such  a  system, 
quarrelling  amongst  themselves  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  agricultural  distress.    He 
was  as  anxious  as  any  man  could  be,  that 
faith  should  be  inviolablv  preserved  with 
the  public  creditor ;  but  he  could  not  for- 
bear saying,  thati  in  these  times,  when 
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the  value  of  money  had  incretned,  io  the 
course  of  the  period  to  which  he  had  been 
adverting,  upwards  of  58/.  per  cent,  he 
thought  that  those  who  received  very  large 
emoluments  out  of  the  public  purse  should 
voluntarily  give  up  the  amount  of  their 
aalariesy  or  at  least  such  a  portion  of  them 
as  might  bear  some  relation  to  the  altered 
value  of  money.  By  so  doing,  they  might 
go  far  to  enable  the  government  to  reduce 
a  certain  portion  oi  those  taxes  which  a 
depressed  and  impoverished  country  was 
now  compelled  to  pay.  Whatever  mea- 
sures the  House  might  be  disposed  to 
adopt,  he  conjured  those  gentlemen  who 
were  land-owners  to  remember;  that  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  separate  the  landed 
from  the  other  interests  of  the  state ;  that 
It  was  quite  impossible,  consistently  either 
with  policy  or  justice,  to  dismember  one 
from  the  other;  but  he  hoped  that,  exclu- 
ding the  consideration  of  no  class  of  the 
community,  and  combinmg  their  best  ef- 
forts for  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole, 
they  would  devise  such  measures  as  might 
rescue  the  country  from  the  evils  which 
now  impended  over  it ;  and  which,  if  not 
averted  by  a  prudent  and  timely  interfe- 
rence, must  overwhelm  it. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  that  much 
blame  had  been  imputed  to  his  hon*  friend, 
the  member  for  Suffolk,  for  the  opinions 
which  he  had  expressed  with  regard  to 
the  exposition  q£  the  noble  marquis. 
Now,  he  also  most  confess,  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  noble  marquis  with  very 

great  satisfaction;  and  thought  that  he 
ad  pointed  out  to  the  country  means  of 
relief  much  more  immediate,  effectual, 
and  expedient^  than  any  that  could  be 
derived  from  a  reduction  of  taxation. 
When  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
said,  that  the  landed  interest  had  arrived 
at  their  present  condition  principally 
through  their  own  fault,  he  was  perfectly 
ready,  for  one—if  any  blame  was  to 
attach  to  them  generally— to  take  his 
share  of  it.  Far  from  regretting  the 
share  which  he  had  taken  in  supporting 
the  measures  in  question,  he  felt  that,  if 
the  landed  interest  had  not  given  that 
support  to  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, the  hon.  gentleman  himself  would 
have  had  a  much  less  stake  to  preserve 
than  what  he  now  possessed.  For  his 
part,  he  always  felt  that  in  supporting 
that  momentous  war,  he  was  supporting 
a  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  [Repeated  cries  of 
<'  hear/'  from  the  Opposition.]    In  spite 


of  the  cheers  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  he  did  believe  that  if  minis- 
ters had  not  persevered  in. that  war,  this 
country  would  have  been  a  province  of 
France.  Therefore,  any  shame  which 
was  to  be  cast  on  those  who  had  given 
them  their  support,  he  was  willing  to  take 
his  full  share  of.  He  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  observations  which  had  that 
night  fallen  from  the  hon.  member  for 
Cumberland,  and  the  hon.  member  who 
had  just  sat  down.  When  they  heard 
from  the  noble  marquis  that  we  had  now 
a  clear  surplus  of  5,000,000/.  of  income 
above  our  expenditure,  and  when  they 
found  that  ministers,  at  the  same  moment 
that  this  surplus  was  announced,  were 
enabled,  in  addition,  to  take  off  a  sum  of 
amillion  and  a  half  from  our  ordinary 
annual  expenditure,  he  must  be  allowetl 
to  say,  that  if  this  was  an  exposition  not 
satisfactory  to  hon.  gentlemen,  he  did 
not  know  what  exposition  would  please 
them.  He  was  aware,  that  many  hon. 
gentlemen  contended  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  sinking  fund :  he  should  not  detain 
the  House  on  this  point,  but  he  should 
think  that  even  to  those  gentlemen  the 
circumstance  of  our  having  such  a  surplus 
as  5,000,000/.  must  be  satisfactory.  He 
conceived  that  it  wos  not  material,  whe- 
ther they  carried  these  5,000,000^.  to  the 
sinking  fund  or  not.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  if  parliament  adhered  to  the  smkin^ 
fund,  or  adopted  any  other  scheme  that 
should  reduce  the  national  debt  In  as  short 
a  time  a>  possible,  that  proceeding  must 
operate,  in  the  most  essential  way,  for 
the  bene6t  of  the  agricultural  interest; 
and  this,  in  his  opinion,  hardly  required 
demonstration,  since  it  appeared  to  him 
as  plain  as  that  two  and  two  made  (bur. 
The  operation  of  any  such  measure  must 
ultimately  be,  to  reduce  the  interest  of 
money,  and  the  effect  of  such  a  reduc- 
tion he  might  thus  exemplify : — Suppos- 
ing a  person  possessed  an  esute  of  2,000/. 
a  year,  which  he  mortgaged  for  20^000/.* 
he  must  pay  interest  for  that  sum,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  which  would  be 
1,000/.  per  annum.  Now  surely,  if  the 
consequence  of  such  a  public  measure  aa 
he  had  adverted  to  should  be  to  reduce 
that  rate  of  interest— say  by  one  or  two 
per  cent.,  this  would  be  to  enlarge  the 
income  of  the  land-owner,  and  to  enable 
htm  effectually  to  lower  his  rents.  The 
real  distress  of  the  land-owner  was  this — 
that  he  must  now  pay  the  same -interest 
which  he  paid  when  the  value  of  money 
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was  nmch  lest  than  at  pretent.    If  the 
land-owner  could  raise  money  at  three 
instead  of  fire  per  cent^  it  was  clear,  that 
in   the  case   which   he  had   put,   there 
wotthlbe  a  difference  of  400/.  a  year  in 
his  favour.    But>  when  be  declared  that 
he  thought  the  speech  of  his  noble  friend, 
on  a  recent  occasion,  roost  satisfactory, 
he  wished  to    be    understood    why    he 
thought  so,  and  why  in  some  respects  he 
not  only  concurred  with,  but  was  di^>osed 
to  go  farther  than  his  noble  friend.    They 
had  heard  that  during  the  last  recess  go* 
▼emment  had  effected  reductions  in  the 
public  expenditure   to   the   amount   of 
about  two  millions.    Now,  he  begged  to 
say,  that  he  should  expect  his  majesty's 
ministers  would  continue  the  work  of  re- 
trench ment,  and  carry  it  as  far  as  possi- 
ble.   It  was  no  reason  that  they  should 
cease  to  retrench,  because  they  had  al- 
ready   retrenched    to    the    amount    of 
SLfiOOfiOOL    It  was  thebounden  duty  of 
the  gof  emment  to  proceed  in  this  course ; 
and  he  hoped  his  noble  friend  did  not 
mean  to  lie  on  his  oars,  because  he  had 
already  done  so  much.     He  trusted  that 
be  would  go  on  to  satisfy  the  just  expec- 
tations of  the  country,  bv  not  relaxing  in 
bis  efforts.    As  to  the  4,000,000^  of  Ex- 
chequer  bills,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
issue  for  the  relief  of  parishes,  he  was 
free  to  say,  that  this  part  of  his  noble 
friend's  speech  gave  him  no  satisfaction, 
because  he  did  think  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  apply  those  4>,000,000^.   under 
the  conditions  of  the  plan,  in  any  benefi- 
cial way  whatever.    With  respect  to  the 
motion  now  before  the  House,  he  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  hon.  member  for  Cum- 
berland object    to  it;    because  he  did 
think  that  they  would  now  go  into  the 
committee  with  minds  pretty  well  agreed 
Mon  the  main  points  of  their  inquiry. 
Their  great  object  must  be,  to  prevent 
that  excessive  influx  of  com  which  was 
likely  to  be  poured  into  the  country,  im- 
me^tely  after  the  price  of  grain  reached 
the  moMmum  now    established  by    law. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  person 
who  did  not  see  the  distressing  effects 
which  must  be  produced,  the  moment  the 
porice  of  com  should  exceed,  though  by  a 
single  penny»   the  sum  of  80f.    If  the 
House  went  into  a  committee,  keeping 
this  mischief  steadily  in  view,  he  thought 
much  good  might  be  done. 

Mr.  Eieardo  began  by  observing,  that 

Hhe  hon.  member  had  stated,  that  the  ope« 

Etttioa  of  the  ainkiog  fund  in  the  purchase 
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of  stock,  would  have  the  effect  bf  re- 
ducing the  interest  of  money,  thua  bene- 
fiting mortgagers  and  other  borrowers, 
and  in  that  way  relieving  the  landed  in- 
terest.   But  he  begged  to  say,  that  the 
interest  of  money  depended  upon  other 
causes.    The  rate  of  interest  depended 
upon  the  profit  that  could  be  made  upon 
the   employment  of  capital;    and   that 
again  depended  upon  the  wages  of  labour, 
which  were  regulated,  in  a  great  nseasure, 
by  the  price  of  food.    While  a  sinking 
fund  was  fairly   applied,   h   might  and 
would  raise  the  price  of  stock;  but  it 
by  no  means  followed,  because  the  price 
of  stock  rose,  that,  therefore,  the  rate  of 
interest  would  generally  fall.    He  would 
not  be  understood  to  be  adverse  to  the 
principle  of  the  sinking  ftmd,  if  he  could 
be  assured  that  it  would  be  reaHy  applied 
to  the  Hquidation   of  the   public  debt: 
but    he   found    from   experience,  that, 
while  the  people  were  called  upon  to  pay 
a  large  proportion  of  taxes  for  the  main- 
tenance of  this  fund,  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  their 
debt,  they  experienced  nothing  but  diMip- 
pointment,  through  the  manner  in  which 
that  fond  had  been  appropriated  by  the 
ministers.     The  existence  of   this  fund 
would  serve  only  to  encourage  ministers 
to  engage  in  new  wars,  by  facilitating  the 
contraction  of  new  loans.     Such,  indeed, 
had  been  the  destination  of  every  sinking 
fund  which  the  country  had  known,  from 
the  plan  of  Walpole  to  those  of  the  minis- 
ters who  followed  hira^    Mr.  Pitt,  not- 
withstanding the  expenence  he  had  de- 
rived of  the  fate  of  all  sinking  funds,  es- 
tablished by  his  predece^rs  in   office, 
had  been  unable  to  secure  his  own.    Wfiat 
a  variety  of  expedients  had  been  resorted 
to  in  order  to  keep  up  thst  system,  and 
to  secure  the  application  of  it  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  professedly  designed 
at  the  outset    But  they  had  all  been  in- 
efiectual  against  the  attacks  of  the  present 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,   a  sinking 
fund    which    oug^t    to  be   now    above 
9D,O0OfiOOL  was  so  reduced  that   with 
the  addition  of  9,000,000/.  of  new  taxes  it 
only  amounted  to  5,000,OOM. ;   and   he 
had  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  within  a  few 
years  this  grant  would  be  found  quite  aa 
mefficient  as  any  that  had  preceded  it. 
The  hon.  member  for  Wiltshire,  had  pro- 
nounced great  praise  upon  the  speech  of  hta 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Brougham)  ; 
which  was  the  more  extraordmarvt  as  the 
hon.  member  differed  firom  all  the  main 
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positions  laid  down  by  his  bon,  and  learned 
firiend ;  for, ,  jn  opposition  to  the  views  of 
the  hoo*  member,  his  hon.  and  lesrned 
friend  had  maintained,  that  it  iras  impos* 
sible  to  raise  the  price  of  agricultaral  pro- 
duce :  that  the  producer  could  not  trans- 
fer the  taxes  imposed  upon  him  to  the 
consumer,  in  the  same  manner  as  manu- 
&cturers  could ;  while  the  hon«  member 
for  Wiltshire  had  maintained,  that  taxa- 
tion did  tend  to  increase  the  price  of  raw 
produce,  his  doubt  only  being  as  to  the 
time  that  would  be  requisite  for  such  pur- 
pose. His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
observed,  that  if  a  man  embarked  any 
large  proportion  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures, he  might,  by  the  use  of  improved 
machinery^  and  other  means,  contrive,  not 
only  to  overcome  any  discouraging  pros- 
pect which  might  appear  at  the  outset  to 
damp  his  speculations,  but  even  to  advance 
his  profits  beyond  any  thing  upon  which 
he  could  .originally  calculi  But  the 
agriculturist,  upon  investing  his  capital, 
had  no  other  remedy  for  any  discouraging 
prospect,  excepting  time  alone,  while  he 
was  oppressed  with  certain  taxef ;  for  he 
would  never  make  the  consumer  pay  them. 
The  hon.  member  for  Wiltshire's  observa- 
tion, as  to  the  time  reouired  to  transfer  faxes 
on  raw  produce  to  the  consumer,  was  not 
applicable  to  the  matter  under  discussion, 
because  no  new  taxes  had  been  laid  on 
agricultural  produce.  If  his  observation 
had  been  applied  to  any  taxes  now  for  the 
first  time  proposed  to  be  adopted,  it  would 
DO  doubt  be  entitled  to  attention.  But  it 
was  to  be  recollected,  that  the  taxes  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  alluded,  were, 
it  might  almost  be  said,  interwoven  with 
our  general  system  of  taxation,  having 
existed  for  several  years;  yet  that  whicn 
bad  so  long  existed,  was  now  by  many  per- 
sons set  down  as  the  cause  of  the  low  price 
of  agricultural  produce;  and  hence  it  was 
argued,  that  taxation  was  the  cause  of  the 
public  dL^tress.  But  to  the  agriculturists 
^e  woulcrsay,  that  the  only  effectual  re- 
medy for  their  case  was,  to  regulate  their 
aupply  by  the  public  demand ;  and,  if  they 
did  not  lake  special  care  of  that,  all  other 
efforts  must  be  unavailing.  He  had  been 
represejnted  by  the  hon.  member  for  Wilt- 
shire ar.to  having  said,  that  the  land  was 
mortgaged  for  the  whole  of  the  public  debt. 
But  ne  declared  that  he  should  have  been 
<}uite  ashamed  to  have  made  any  such  ob- 
servation, as  he  only  meant  to  say  that 
which  was  his  opinion,  namely,  that  the 
land-owners  werci  as  well  as  the  other 
VOL.  VI. 


classes  of  the  people,  responsible  to  the 
fund-holders  for  the  payment  of  their  share 
o^  the  debt  [hear,  hear  !•]  From  the  res- 
ponsibility the  fund-holder  himself  was 
not  wholly  exempted :  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  his  own  debt  he  must  himself  be 
a  large  contributor.  He  did  say,  that  it 
was  for  those  who  contended  that  the  fund- 
holder  received  more  than  his  fair  share, 
to  show  the  House  how  this  had  happened ; 
and  that  if  such  were  really  the  case>  a 
proportionate  abatement  ought  to  be  con- 
ceded. His  hon.  and  learned,  friend  (Mr. 
Brougham)  in  his  last  speech  had  remark* 
ed,  that  to  raise  the  price  of  corn  was  im- 
possible ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  remedy 
for  the  present  depression  must  be  by  re- 
ducing taxes:  but  that,  if  this  reduced 
taxation  should  not  have  the  effect  of  pla- 
cing the  gentlemen  of  landed  property  in 
aauepoe— [cries  of  "  No."] 

Mr.  firoughatu  observed,  that  the  case 
he  put  on  a  former  evening  was  that  of  the 
distress  of  the  landed  interest  becoming 
intolerable. 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  he  might  in  some 
degree  have  misunderstood  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  but  he  would  offer  a  word 
or  two  on  the  subject  of  this  distress.  It 
was  not  very  long  ago  since  they  were  all 
in  a  state  of  the  greatest  alarm,  on  account 
of  the  distressed  manufacturers.  Ii  was 
conceived  'that  our  manufacturers  were 
declining  and  the  most  gloomy  apprehen- 
sions were  indulged  on  their  behalr.  But 
he.  then  took  the  liberty  of  intimating  his 
opinion,  that  those  distresses  were  not  per- 
manent ;  and,  happily,  his  predictions  had 
been  fulfilled.  He  was  disposed  to  hope 
equally  well  of  the  agricultural  interesls; 
but  not  while  such  a  system  of  corn  laws 
as  the  present  existed.  He  thought  it  was 
most  desirable  to  fix  some  system  by  which 
the  prices  of  corn  might  be  rendered  less 
variable,  and  by  which  a  proper  and  ade- 
quate compensation  might  be  secured  to 
the  grower.  One  of  the  measures  of  re- 
lief proposed  was,  an  advance  of  four  mil- 
lions by  the  Bank  at  three  per  cent  inter- 
est. This  was  an  hazardous  experiment, 
unless  the  Bank  had  issued  four  millions 
more  than  was  necessary  for  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country.  The  House  would 
do  him  the  favour  to  recollect,  that,  in  the 
session  of  1819,  he  expressed  an  opinion 
on  the  Bank  question,  for  which  he  recei- 
ved a  reproof  at  the  time  from  an  hon. 
director,  that  the  Bank  should  not  then 
buy  gold,  but  rather  sell  it.  His  fears,  be 
would  confessywere  now  the  other  way* 
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Vast  quantities  of  gold  had  been  obtained 
by  thetn  to  supply  the.  circulation  of  this 
country ;  and  he  now  begged  the  directors 
to  consider  whether  they  had  more  than 
was  sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  for  if  they 
had  not,  he  was  quite  'sure  that  the  mea- 
sure which  they  were  about  to  adopt  eould 
not  be  expedient,  fot  four  millions  could 
not  be  absorbed  io  our  circulatibn.  It 
was  quite  impossible  that  four  milKons 
could  be  added  to  the  circulation,  without 
affbrdine  a  great  mducement  to  export  the 
gold.  If  the  Bank  had  no  greater  quantity 
of  gold  than  sufficed  to  carry  on  the  circu- 
lation  of  the  country,  no  measure  could  be 
more  injudicious  than  this,  as  it  respected 
them.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  having  large 
quantities  of  ^old  in  their  povses^ioo,  they 
Issued  four  millions  of  additional  currency, 
the  effect  would  be,  to  promote  the  expoi*- 
tation  of  gold,  to  lower  its  talue  all  over 
the  world,  and  to  turn  the  foreign  exchan- 
ges against  us.  He  gave  the  directors  of 
the  &nk  full  credit  for  their  good  inten- 
tions ;  he  believed  that  men  of  higher  ho« 
nour  or  integrity  could  not  exist;  but  he 
thought  they  had  not  a  sufficient  degree 
of  talent  for  the  management  t>f  so  vast  a 
machine  as  that  with  which  they  were  in- 
trusted. Once  more  he  would  Intreat  them 
to  consider  the  matter  well,  in  all  its  pro- 
bable consequences,  before  they  increased 
the  present  currency,  by  so  large  a  sum 
as  four  millions.  And  here  he  would  beg 
the  House  also  to  reflect  what  might  have 
been  the  effect  of  the  bill  brought  in  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Peel),  had 
it  been  fully  acted  on.  He  (  M  h  Ricardo ) 
had  ventured  to  say,  that  its  effect  upon 
prices  would  be  about  five  per  cent.  To 
that  opinion  he  stilf  adhered;  and  be 
thought  he  could  demonsti:ate  the  fact. 
The  state  of  our  money  system  at  that 
time  was  this:«>gold  was  five  per  cent 
'higher  in  value  than  paper ;  that  was,  a 
man  having  an  ounce  of  bullion  could  per- 
'  chase  the  same  quantit?  of  any  commodity 
as  another  man  could  do  with  4/.  2s.  in 
Bank  notes.  The  question  was,  how  to 
make  these  jtwo  denominations  of  money 
coincide  in  value?  It  was  quite  clear, 
that  if  nothing  was  done  to  alter  the  value 
of  gold,  it  was  only  necessary  to  raise  the 
value  of  paper  to  the  same  level,  Und  that 
then  the  sum  of  SL  17 s*  lO^.  in  paper 
would  purchase  as  much  as  the  ounce  of 
gold.  After  the  right  hon.  .gentleman's 
bill  was  brought  in  and  had  passed,  he 
(Mr.  Ricardp)  regretted  that  it  was  not 
carried  hitoeAct  in  the  method  at  first 
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profposed;  be  referred  to  the  ifltedded 
payments  in  bikrs  of  gold  biillioti.  If 
tnat  plah  had  been  act^d  Op<m,  tlie 
Bank  would  have  be^n  competent  to  have 
answered  all  demands  tipon  it  with  the 
gold  then  in  their  possession^  hew  aniall 
soever  that  sum  might  liave  been.  Ae 
they  therefore,  in  that  case,  would  nof 
have  affected  the  general  valoe  of  gold  in 
Europe,  by  making  large  purchases  In 
other  countries,  the  change  c^uld  not 
possibly  be  greater  thaih  the  diflference  be^ 
tween  gold  and  paper,  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  bill.  The  bill  of  the  lighl 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Peel),  he  did  not  con^ 
ceive  to  be  materially  different  frdra  tbd 
plan  proposed  by  himself,  for  it  establisfaM 
ed  an  intermediate  system  of  pajnnents  in 
bullion,  and  did  not  make  the  pajrmenta 
in  cash  imperative  till  the  1st  May,  182S* 
He  could  not  imagine  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  the  Bank  to  commence  eash 
payiAents  at  so  early  Ci  period.  He  had 
always  blamed  them  fot  being  too  hasty  id 
their  preparations ;  fot*  \f  they  had  cim^ 
tented  thetnselves  with  bullioh  pdymentSi 
and  the  country  had  Seen  the  advantage 
of  that  system,  it  might  have  been  eoni> 
tinned — as  undoubtedly  it  wbuld  have 
been  wise  to  continue  it— and  paytnents 
in  cash  might  have  been  deferred  some 
years  longer.  If  the  effah^  of  the  Bank 
bad  been  conducted  #Hh  skill,  the  direc* 
tors,  instead  of  ibrcing  so  gftH  an  itti- 
porlation  of  gold,  should  haVe  kept  the 
exchange  as  nearly  as  pdMrble  at  par.  He 
repeated  then,  thiit  the  c^msequence  of 
the  law,  if  skilfully  acted  npon,  was  oaly 
to  cause  a  rise  of  5  per  cent.  But  the 
Bank  had  acted  very  differently,  and  had 
imported  a  great  quantity  of  gohi ;  as 
much  perhaps  as  twenty  millidns.  This, 
of  course,  nad  created  a  ehanfe  in  th^ 
price  of  cotnmodities,  in  addition  to  th6 
apparent  difference  between  pap^  aM 
gold.  The  buyhig  up  of  this  quantity  of 
gold  must  have  affected  a  change  in  the 
value  of  it  (as  dompkred  with  ether  Com- 
modities) throughout  Europe.  What  the 
amount  of  this  change  was,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  say-^it  was  mere  matter  of  con- 
jecture. But  when  thev  took  the  quantity 
of  gold  in  cinculation  in  Europe  into  the 
calculation,  and  all  the  paper  also,  for  that 
too  must  be  reckoned,  he  clid  tiot  oo»- 
ceive  that  it  could  be  great»  ind  heshduU 
imaffine  that  5  per  cent  wouM  be  m 
ample  allowfeinbe  for  the  eflbet«  t^eaf, 
hear ! ].— With  Inspect  to  the  4  mlUioiia 
0^  Exeh^oer  biHs,  ind  the  mode  of  their 
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•fipUoalipn  wVidi  Ui?  n^le  lord  btd  made 
|i  part  of  his  plan,  be  wat  really  astonished 
40  find  the  right  hoD.  member  for  Cbj^ 
(Qhestor  {Mr.  Hjuslctsson),  in  a  speech 
srbicb  contained  m^nj  sound  observations, 
liupporling  a  sy^tevos  for  lending  the  pub* 
lie  money  on  the  security  of  corn  and 
-poor-nKes.  Such  a  system  was  decidedly 
contrary  to  every  established  principle  m 
political  economy  and  common  s^nse.— 
Aslolbe  efect  ^d  operation  of  taxes, 
fie  wished  to  make  one  or  two  observa- 
/Mons*  There  were  two  descriptions  of 
fiersooSi  producers  and  consumers,  likely 
lo  complain  to  U^^  i|ou^  ^f  the  praasnr^ 
^  taicatjo^*  4g<Mnst  tji^  prodi^qers  be 
was  prepared  to  ^,  he  wo^ld  shut  the 
jdoors  of  that  House.  |Ie  would  tell  them 
they  bad  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands ; 
Ihat  tbey  must  r^ulate  ^eir  own  price, 
by  making  the  supply  square  with  the 
demand.  BMt  to  the  consumers  on  whom 
cthe  ta^es  really  pressed,  he  would  say, 
,the  doors  of  the  House  should  be  always 
^Fowo  open.  Wb^n  they  oaid  that  their 
income  wps  unequal  to  their  expenditure, 
sind  that  taxes  prevented  ibem  from  pro- 
curing th<e  comforts  and  enjoyments  to 
which  .they  we^re  accustomed,  he  would 
jsay,  that  their  prayers  were  entitled  to 
Che  utmost  attention,  and  that  the  taxes 
.^uld  as  far  as  pos8ible»  be  removed. 
Now,  h^  wpuld  as|c  gentl/smen,  to  whom 
4bey  supposed  jibe  nepe^l  of  the  malt  tax 
would  be  a  be9efit— to  the  fiurpier  vHio 
prod^ced  it,  or  to  the  general  consumer? 
lie  should  say  to  the  consumer.  And  so 
on  of  the  s^lt,  tbesoap.  and  other  taxes, 
which  affected  ^ticlea  of  general  con- 
aomption.  That  would  be  bi^  i:eason  for 
calling  for  the  repeal  of  these  taxes ;  but 
not  at  all  from  the  impression  that  those 
taxes  were  duplicated  or  triplicated  by 
dealers  AMT  sellers,  His  bon.  and  learned 
friend  soeined  to  think,  tliat  if  a  commo- 
dity changed  hands  two  or  three  times, 
each  dealf^r  would  charge  10  per  cent  on 
the  amount  of  the  tax ;  so  that,  after  va- 
rious changes,  it  might  be  increased  to  sm 
almost  indefinite  amount  to  the  consumer; 
but,  if  these  two  or  three  ch^u^ges  took 
plaqs  in  the  qoane  of  one  ye^r,  IQ  per 
cent,  supposing  tliat  w^  the  ordinary  riUe. 
of  pront  per  annum,  would  satisfy  all  the 
^sons  through  whose  hands  it  passed* 
lie  had  been  represented,  very  erro- 
neously, to  have  stated  that  reduction  of 
tax/ea  was  not  a  benefit.  3ut  4he  con- 
trary was  the  fact.  He  alwavs  thought  that 
taxes  vere  injurious,  but  tbey  aSect^d  all 


classes  of  consumers,  and  the  repeal  of 
any  pne  of  them  would  not  be  particularly 
serviceftble  to  the  agricultural  claims.  Hi^ 
hon.  ^4  learned  friend  observed,  that  if 
the  quantity  of  capital  were  increased,  it 
was  an  ^om  in  political  economy,  that 
profits  would  be  diminished.  Far  from 
that  b^g  the  fact,  he  denied  the  positiop 
altogether.  If  the  capital  of  the  country 
were  doubled  and  the  price  of  provision^ 
lowered,  he  would  have  no  doubt  that  the 
rate  of  profits  would  not  be  reduced.  But 
with  the  continually  increasing  population 
of  England,  they  could  not  have  low 
pricfss  of  corn,  if  they  did  not  import  fo- 
reign corn.  He  would  not  at  this  moment 
propose  an  importation  free  of  all  res- 
traints, but  he  would  agree  to  a  protect- 
ing duty  (the  amount  lie  was  hardly  ca- 
pable of  fixing),  gradually  declining  till 
the  duty  was  equal  to  the  peculiar  bur- 
thens to  which  the  farmer  was  liable. 
The  bon.  member  after  a  recapitulating 
of  his  remarks,  and  characterising  in 
strong  terms  of  reprobation  the  impolicy  of 
the  system  of  lending  the  public  money 
upon  the  security  of  corn  or  poor's-rate, 
concluded  with  observing,  in  reference  to 
what  had  fallen  from  tlie  bon.  member  for 
Wiltshire  as  to  the  increased  amount  of 
taxation  which  the  landowners  and  farm- 
ers had  now  to  pay  in  consequence  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  that  the 
funflholders  were  subjected  to  the  same 
advanqe  upon  the  taxes^  although  that 
class  of  proprietors  had  not  derived  any 
additional  advantage  from  the  war  or  its 
consequenceSf  as  Mr.  Mushett  had  most 
satisfactorily  demonstrated.— [The  hoq. 
member  sat  down  amidst  loud  and  generi^l^ 
cheering.] 

Mr.  Manning  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  Bank  incarryinginto  effect  the  meacur^ 
of  restoring  the  currency.  The  directors 
had  a  difficult  duty  to  perform  in  fulfilling 
the  intentions  of  parliament,  and  the^y  baa 
performed  that  duty  to  the  best  of  the^ 
ability.  He  denied  the  assertion,  that 
the  ^ai^k,  in  resuming  cash  payments  had 
narrowed  the  circulation  so  much  as  to 
produce  the  prevailing  .distress,  and 
showed  that,  including  jointly  the  paper 
and  gold  which  had  been  issued  since 
the  passing  of  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  our  cur- 
rency was  greater  by  one  million  than  be- 
fore. The  depressed  state  of  agriculture 
was  therefore  to  be  ascribed  to  different 
causes.  Among  these  was  the  super- 
abundance of  produce  occasioned  by  suc- 
cessive plentiful  harvests  and  cxiendefi 
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tillage*  The  fanners  having  no  demand 
for  this  excess,  could  not  olnain  that  ac- 
commodation from  the  country  bankers 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  receive 
when  markets  were  more  prosperous. 
The  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  deve- 
lope  these  ideas,  stating  as  proofs  of  ex- 
tended cultivation  the  number  of  enclo- 
sure bills  passed  at  different  periods 
within  the  last  forty  years. 

Mr.  Sykes  said,  he  was  an  x  ions  to  bring 
back  the  debate  to  the  question  at  issue, 
which  was,  whether  or  no  the  Com  Com- 
mittee should  be  revived.     After  having 
heard  the  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Suffolk  supported  by  that   of  the  hon. 
member  for  Cheshire^  he  confessed  he  saw 
no  good  in  going  into  a  committee  a  second 
time.    The  hon.  gentlemen  had  admitted 
that  they  had  been  completely  mystified 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  drew  up 
the  report;  and,  according  to  the  language 
of  the  member  for  Suffolk,  dust  had  been 
.  thrown  in  their  eyes,  for  the  purpose  of 
hindering  them  from  seeing  the  real  si- 
tuation   of  the  country.     He  therefore 
could  see  no  advantage  in  going  over  the 
ground  again;    for  if  twenty  gentlemen 
.  had  employed  the  whole  of  last  spring  in 
pursuing  an  inquiry  which  had  only  pro- 
duced a  report  contradictory  and  incon- 
sistent in  many  parts,  and  delusive  and 
unpractical  on  the  whole,  he  could  see  no 
prospect  of  a  different  result  in  the  pre- 
sent session.    It  would  end,  at  the  last 
bad  done,  in  the  country  gentlemen  being 
itiystifiedf   and  the  agricultural  interest 
being  disappointed.    It  was,  however,  a 
consolation  to  him,  that  gentlemen  were 
now  shaking  off  the  dust  which  had  been 
.ao  profusely  thrown  in  their  eyes,  and 
that  the  hon.  members  for  Suffolk,  Cheshire, 
and  Norfolk^  were  beginning  to  take  a 
correct  view  of  the  conduct  of  ministers. 
He  could  not  say  that  he  heard  with  the 
same  pleasure  the  speech    of  his    hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  Yorkshire:  for  he 
never  was  more  surprised  than  when  he 
heard  him  express  his  almost  unlimited 
satisfaction   at  the  speech  of  the  noble 
marquis,  the  other  night ;  and  he  listened 
with  all  his  ears  to  learn  the  cause  of  his 
hon.  friend's  complacency.    This  pleasure 
he  found  was  derived  from  the  noble 
lord's  statement,  that,  in  the  next  year, 
he  should  have  a  sinking  fund  of  five 
millions.     But,  did  not  his  hon.  friend 
recollect,  three  years  ago,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  held  out  the  same  hopes 
— aye,  and  carried  his  expectations  to  the 
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amount  of  eight  millions;  and  had  he  not 
experienced  how  those  hopes  had  been 
disappointed?  Again,  the  non.  member 
derives  great  consolation  from  the  rise  in 
the  public  funds,  and  thinks,  that  by  this 
means  the  interest  of  money   will    be 
lowered.    The  fallacy  of  this  hope  has 
been  well  exposed  by  the   member  for 
Portariington,  who  had  clearly  shewn  the 
grounds  on  which  the  rise  and  fall  of 
mterest  depend.     But,  independent   of 
this,  what  relief  would  this  give  to  the 
present  distress  of  the  farmers?     Could  a 
contingent,  distant,  precarious  lowering 
of  interest  give  the  means  of  living  to  the 
ruined  tenant,  or  pot  rents  into  the  empty 
pockets  of  the  landlord  ?    The  relief  they 
wanted    was   something  prompt,  imme- 
diate and  comprehensive  as  the  evils  they 
laboured  under.    If  the  hon.  member  had 
been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  fund- 
holder,  his  satisfaction  was  very  natural ; 
but  how  the  agricultural  interests  were  to 
be  amended,  he  was  totally  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture.    *And  if  his  hon.  friend  was 
satisfied  with  the  plans  of  the  noble  lord 
as  a  measure  of  relief,  he  could  only  say 
he  was  the  most  easily  satisfied,  good-na- 
tured gentleman  he  ever  met  with.     Burt 
he  hoped  the  next  time  his  bbn.  friend 
presented  himself  to  the  freeholders  of 
Yorkshire,  it  would  be  as  the  friend  of  the 
fund-holder,  and  not  of  the  farmer.    He 
should  now  proceed  to  examine  the  f^an 
of  the  noble  lord.    He  must  con^Ms,  that, 
so  ^r  from  deriving  any  satisfaction  from 
it,  it  filled  him  with  surprise  and  disappoint- 
ment ;  he  might  almost  say,  with  conster- 
nation.   He  said  this,  not  in  the  spirit  bf 
hostility  to  the  noble  lord ;  for-  he  could 
assure  him  that  if  his  hon.  friends  belo^ 
him  were  transplanted  to  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  be  should  address  them  in 
the  same  language,  and  urge  upon  them 
the  same  arguments.    In  fact,  he  agreed 
with  the  noble  lord  in  many  of  the  views 
he  had  taken  of  the  subject.     He  agreed 
with  him  in  thinking  it  necessary,  that  we 
should  have  a  sinking  fund,  that  is  a  clear 
excess  of  receipt   ^yond   expenditure; 
but,  he  did  not  approve  of  a  sinking  fund 
in  its  t>rdinary  sense.    He  also  coincided 
with  the  noble  lord  in  thinking  that  the 
distress  would  be  only  temporary ;  for  he 
conceived  it  to  originate  principally  in 
superabundance,  aided,  no  doubt,  by  the 
alteration  in  the  currency.     This  might 
be  reinoved  or  mitigated  in  a  few  years, 
when  that  excess,   the  causes  of  which 
were  easily  accounted  for,  should  be  remo- 
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Ted.  Boty  as  long  as  it  continued,  it  was 
a  sore  and  pressing  evil.  It  would  ruin, 
lie  had  no  doubt,  the  present  cultivators, 
and  greatly  dan^^e  the  land-owners. 
ReKef  must  be  applied.  And  that  immedi- 
ately. It  could  not  be  administered  by 
tlie  noble  lord's  plan  of  running  up  one  of 
the  public  stocks,  and  runnfing  down  ano- 
ther, or  by  his  poor  and  pitiful  relief  from 
taxation.  What !  after  the  poignant  dis- 
tress of  the  country  had  been  so  clearly 
proved  and  so  ftmy  admitted,  and  after 
economical  relief  had  been  recommended 
by  a  resolution  of  this  House,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  last  session,  was  all  the 
measure  of  relief,  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  to  consist  in  a  reduction  of  a  shilling 
a  bushel  in  the  malt  duty  ?  This  was 
the  mighty  boon  of  the  noble  lord  to  the 
sufiering  interests  of  agriculture  I  This  was 
his  only  relief  to  t^c  farmer  without  a 
market^  and  the  landlord  without  rent! 
The  only  two  sources  of  comfort  which  he 
opened,  were  the  prospect  of  reducing  the 
interest  of  the  public  securities,  and  a  re- 
mission of  a  part  of  the  tax  on  malt ;  and 
neither  of  these  had  the  essential  quality 
•of  effecting  an  immediate  alleviation  of  a 
pressure  which  was  almost  intolerable. — 
'But  the  noble  lord;  broached  another 
'  scheme,  namely , an  issue  of  Exchequer  bills, 
thcmostobjectfonid>Ie  andunstatesmanlike 
that  had  ever  been  mentioned  in  parliament. 
If  stich  a  measure  were  ever  carried  into 
'  execution,  the  offset  of  it  must  be  this : 
Supposing  the  amount  of  currency  at  pre- 
sent suflBcient  to  carry  on  the  buuiness  of 
the  country,  an  issue  of  Exchequer  bills, 

*  to  the  amount  of  four  millions,  must  just 
displace  so  much  gold  coin,  which  would 
disappear    from    circulation.     The    four 

*  million  of  Bank  notes  thus  thrown  into  cir- 
.  culation  would  thus  be,  pro  tanto  a  repeal 

of  the  bill  of  the  right  hon«  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Peel).     Considered  as  a 

'  project  to  relieve  agricultural  distress,  it 
was  the  roost  silly,  inefficient,  and  absurd, 

<  that  ever  entered  the  head  of  man.  To 
advance  money  by  means  of  such  a  loan, 
on  security  of  the  parish  rates,  would  be 
nothing  else  than  imposing  a  dead  weight 
of  debt  on  land  already  unable  to  9U|)port 
Its  burthens.  *  But,  supposing  this  evil  was 
surmounted,  there  was  still  another  ob- 
jection to  the  measure,  which  roust  strike 
the  least  attentive  observer.  The  persons 
who  borrowed  the  money  from  government 
would  be  liable  to  all  the  hardships  and 
oppressions  of  the.  law  of  extents,  that  is, 
their  property  might  be  seized  for  the  pub- 


lic, and  their  bodies  thrown   into  gaol, 
where  they  might  be  conBned  for  years— 
instances  occurring  where  an  imprison- 
roetit  of  15  years  had  been  inflicted  on 
those  subject  to  the  extent  law.      And 
was  this  the  condition  to  which  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country  were  to  be  exposed? 
Was  this  all  the  relief  proposed  by  the 
noble  marquis  for  the  suffering  land-own- 
ers and  farmers  of  England  ?     And  yet, 
in  the  face  of  such  remedies  as  thesie— with 
such  prospects  as  these  held  out  to  the 
distressed  agriculturist— his  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Yorkshire,  congratulated 
the  couatry  on  the  statements  of  the  noble 
lord!  But  the  House  ought  to  consider 
whether  there  was  not  anotner  and  a  better 
remedy.    When  a  country  sufbred  from 
want  of  a  market  for  its  produce,  and  when 
that  country  was  burthened  with  a  load  of 
taxation,  which  aggravated  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  reduced  prices,  the  only  practica- 
ble mode  of  relief  would  seem  to  consist 
in  a  reduction  of  taxes — the  only  element 
of  the  distress  which  government  could 
remove.     That  reduction  ought,   In  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  nation,  to 
amount  to  five  or  six  millions  at  least. 
They  would  tbu«r  get  rid  of  the  duties  on 
soap,  leather;  and  salt|  in  addition  to  sonte 
of  the  assessed  taxes.    When  the  noble 
lord  promised  in  his  statement  a  reduction 
of  the  public  burthens,  he  expected  some- 
thing on  this  scale.    What,  then,  was  his 
surprise  to  hear  only  of  a  deductbn  of  1#. 
from  the  bushel  of  malt  ?    The  large  re- 
trenchments which  he  had  recommended 
would  be  so  far  from  injuring  public  cre- 
dit, that  they  would  confer  upon  it  addi- 
tional consolidation  and  security.     Our 
large  establishments  ofiered  ample  means 
of  relief  in  their  reduction,  without  any 
detriment  to   the  public   service.     The 
army,  whieh  in  1792,  cost  the  country 
only  2,000,000/. 'might  surely  now,  in  a 
season  of  distress,  he  reduced  to  a  lower 
expenditure  than  8,000,000/.    The  Navy, 
Onlnance,  and  Civil  list  could  bear  similar 
reductions,  as  had  been  of^en  shown  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Abertleen.     If,  in 
1792,  the  di&r^nt  establishments  of  the 
country  could  be  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pense of  7,000,000/.  were  there,  in  the 
present  times,  any  dangers  to  require,  or 
any  resources  to  warrant,  an  expenditure 
of  triple  that  amount  ?     He  was  willing  to 
concede  to  the  noble  marquis,   that  the 
half-pay  and  allowances  imposed  a  dead 
weight  on  the  country,  with  which  parlia- 
ment could  not  interfere ;  but,  makmg  all 
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■Uowaaoem  for  .tktWi  such  estaiblisbaieBto 
MM  were  proposed  augbt  oat  to  be  maia*- 
tained.  Tim  army«  it  appeared,  waa  fiot 
ao  W  reduced  by  the  noble  marquia,  who 
coasidered  it  as  the  '*  guardiaa  of  public 
liberty/'  Of  all  the  exu^OEdieary  uses 
ftf*  A  standiDg  army  abat  had  ever  beea 
«Miitioned»  he  (Mr.  Sykes)  considered 
lbia.the  greatest.  He  had  pfteo  heard  a 
free  prees  caJied  tba  fniUark  of  public 
fiber^ :  he  had  often  heard  parliament  ao 
4eeigaated :  he  had  often  heard  the  pre^ 
aertaijon  of  our  ireedom  ascribed  to  the 
ampartial  administcatioa  of  jusAioe  in  our 
^ourMfof  law;  but  this  iras  tbe  first  tm^ 
4hat  he  ever  haaid  of  our  owing  th(p 
•aoeurity  of  our  ftaadom  V>  'the  bayoneu  4»f 
m  a»Bnfling  anpt^.  No  wondar  that  the 
doofale  marqiuB  felt  so  anxious  to  preserve 
our  military  establisbmonu  on  the  most 
jeKteoaiae  scale,  when  they  -sarved  so 
important  a  puiyose.  In  conclusion,  he 
tWDuld  call  upon  ihoie  boo*  members 
isho  were  ooonected  with  the  agricul- 
ture  of  the  ooimtnr,  and  who  comphiined 
ao  loud^  ai  public  distcesa,  to  join  in 
compelling  the  ministry  to  effect  those 
redocdoos  by  which  alone  that  distress 
^oould  be  alleviated  [The  hoe.  ,fl»emher 
vias  greatly  cheered  in  the  rcom^  of  bis 
speech]. 

Mc.  Fed  obsennedt  Abat  the  ,bop,gea- 
tlaman  who-bad  just  eat  down  had  opened 
his  apeecb  by  stating,  that  he  w<udd  call 
.back  tbe  atteetiop  of  the  House  to  Ibe 
question  before  it.  But  iftliis  was  his 
.aaode  of  confioiag  himself  to  the  subject 
under  diacttsaion,  he  could  .noti:ooceive 
horn  largely,  the  hon^gentlemaneaight  think 
himself  entitled  to  «exfiatiate«  >when  tbe 
whole  auestion  of  agricultural  distress 
should  be  brought  forward.  In  offering 
himself  to  the  Heuae,  berwould  rather  fol- 
low the  example  of  tbe  hon.  gentleman, 
than  his  precept.  In  the  firat  place,  he 
begged  leave^to  make  a  few  observations 
onihe  bill  that  went  hy  his  name,  how- 
ever .small  a  portion  of  merit  he  had  in 
Ihe.measure^a  bill  that  had  of  Ute  been 
the  sul^ject  of  discussion  with  every  one 
who.  speculated  on  tbe  prevailing  distress, 
J)oth  within  and  without  the  wallaef  par* 
liameot.  J^om. thetsbare he  had  in  ii>tro« 
duciog  it,  .as  chairman.of  thecommitiee 
at  which  it  was  recomraeoded,  be  might 
be  allowed  to  eay  a  tfew  words  pn  its  cha- 
racter and  effects.  At  the  time  that  he 
pvesented  it  to  .parliannent,  and  when  it 
waa  more  popular  than  it  was  at  present, 
he  had  arrotgated  no  merit  for  the. work*- 
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be  wiiliBAly  gave  it  to  those  tow  hum  it  waa 
due{  andeow,  when  it  waa  viewed  witb 
a  less  partial  regard,  b^  would  atill  re^- 
pounce  the  merit,  and  lake  his  afaare  of  the 
jnespensibilitir.  He  confessed  that  after 
aU  that  had  passad-*-after  the  measure 
had  been  opposed*  aometimee  by  argiui- 
jnent  and  some^iasea  by  c(aaiour---ha  wap 
etill  as  much  disposed  to  maiptajn  iu  jusr 
lice  and  policr,  as  he  was  when  i|; 
waa  firat  introauced.  He  would  nojt 
aheker  himself  wder  the  iavBoense  ma- 
jority who  concurred  with  him  on  that  ocr 
casion«««>he  would  not  sheUer  himself^mder 
tbe  great  authorities  who  aanctioned  hia 
viewa^4ie  would  notahelter  himself  under 
the  consideration,  t^  ftArty  fealii^  wa|s 
atithat  time  hiid,aakle,  and  that  allsklea 
agreed  in  pasaoga  law  which  was  thought 
necessary  for  the  aafety  of  alK  Notwith- 
BtaodingAhe  ei^ls  ascribed  to  it,  notwitii- 
staodmg  the  disapprobation  ainc^  e^ 
{irassed,  he  was  piiepared  to^iutain  th^t 
there  was  then  jio  aUeivwtive«*^that  the 
.Qieaauce  was  in  itself  m^  fmd  conducive 
to  the  genanal  interest^  of  the  empire^ 
that  im  i^ricultural  imaresu  had  not 
been  depr^iaed  by  its  operation-^-and, 
coQsequeotljr,  that  whatever  depression 
they  had  aince  eaqpenieiiced  was  in  i^ 
^culiar  dftgrjE^  ito  ha  affcribedia  it*  He 
would  cooiandyfthat  it  had  .promoted  the 
general  interests ;  and  that  agriculture, 
which  had  npit  been  ioj^ced  by  lij,  wou||d 
fpqn  feel  what  idie^namrfacturingand  com- 
laencial  jntereata  had  already  fcdt.  It  waa 
natural  aod  coAunon  to  feel  acutely  the 
evils  that  pressed  upon  us,  and  to  shut  our 
eyes  te  thoise  from  i^hicb  .we  had  escaped. 
JEle  frould  .therefor^  beg  leave  to  recall  for 
a  imoment  the  year  1819,  and  ask  the 
JHouse  to  rismember  the  situation  in 
wliieb  the  country  was  then  pUced.  L^t 
the  House  look  to  the  internal  state  of 
England  ^let  iheip  read  the  reports  pf 
committees  of  parliament — let  them  re- 
collect tiie  distress  that  pervaded  the 
manu&cturing  district,  in  Derbyshire, 
I^ancashire,  Nottingham,  and  some  other 
c<^nties,  the  people  were  goaded  by  dis- 
ttesa  to  Qearly  opisn  rebellion:  and  let 
itbeiP  recollect,  .that  tbeir  diaaffisc^ion  and 
tun^ulta  were  ascribed  <|o  the  misfBries 
arising  frop  Insufficient  w^ga^•  At  that 
time  we  had  great  establishments.  Our 
.manufacturing  and  commercial  tran«ac- 
tiotts  were  on  a  scale  of  immense  magiH* 
tude ;  but  they  were  not  aoandj  becaq^e 
the  manu&ctureoi  depended  on  aatate  pf 
the  currcpcy  that  gave  no  aecurity.    \\t 
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would  app^I  to  dn  Example  to  pro^  what 
wliat  he  saldi  A  (Petition  was  presented 
m  that  jear  from  COTentry,  complaining 
of  the  iufieringa  of  the  persona  engaged 
in  the  ribbon  manuraotaries,  which  waa 
referred  to  a  committee^  It  described  the 
difttreis  of  the  petitioners  as  overwhelm-* 
tn^ ;  aild  stated  that  many  of  them  were 
driven  for  subsistence  to  the  poor-ratet. 
The  cause  was  the  low  rate  of  wages. 
The  ouantitv  of  goods  manufactured  was 
Aot  diminished  (  but  the  wages  of  the 
manufacturing  labourers  were  so  reducedi 
that  they  could  not  furnish  the  means  of 
living.  Out  of  the  40  counties  in  Eng^ 
land,  23  had  reached  their  maximum  of 
assessment  for  poor  rates  in  1818>  the 
year  before  the  return  of  cash  paymentSi 
The  same  cause  of  the  depreciation  of 
Uie  currency  had  always  produced  the 
same  effects.  In  the  tim^  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  from  the  discovery  and  work* 
Ing  of  the  Spanish  mines,  the  value  of 
money  fell,  and  the  fkll  waa  aggravated 
by  the  debasement  of  the  coin.  The 
elect  was  great  distress  arising  from 
insufficient  wages.  In  the  discussions 
which  took  place  on  the  bill  he  had 
brought  in,  for  restoring  a  metallic  cur^^ 
rency,  it  was  argued,  that  the  pressure 
of  the  measure  would  be  severely  fek 
on  our  revenue  and  on  the  manufacturing 
abd  commercial  hiteresta)  but  nobody 
predicted  simitar  consequences  on  tfa« 
Mate  of  the  agricultural  population.  If| 
then,  in  opposition  to  those  forebodioge, 
our  revenue  had  increased^if  our  com- 
hiercial  transactions  had  e3ttended*«-4f 
the  state  of  our  manufacturmg  popula- 
tion was  greatly  improved,  what  reason 
had  we  for  beheving  that  the  dianse  in 
the  currency  had  been  detrimentM  to 
agriculture,  on  which  its  iajurioua  opera- 
tion was  not  anticipated  ?  What  greater 
good  could  be  effiNsted  than  the  reduo- 
tion  o£  the  poor-rates^  which  must  be 
fiscribed  to  the  additional  meana  of  Irrinf^ 
conferred  by  the  rise  in  the  ^oe  of 
wages  produced  by  the  resteratioo  of  the 
metallic  standard  P  He  did  not  say  thait 
-the  reduction  of  poor-ratea  waa  lo  be 
ascribed  entlri^ly  to  this  measure,  thonsh 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  It  had  the 
greatest  share  in  the  result.  In  every 
county  in  England  but  one>  the  rates  had 
been  reduced.  If»  then,  he  saw  »ll  the 
conaties  of  England,  with  one  eSGcepCkm, 
deducing  their  poor-rates  to  a  great 
amount— if  he  aaw  Nottingham  r^kioe 
them  18  per  cent^if  he  «aw   Sussex, 


where  the  redueddn  waa  least,  efliBeting  a 
Change  of  this  kind  to  the  ammmt  of  d| 

En  cent— and  if  the  only  coanty^  in  Eog- 
nd  where  there  was  an  tncrease  was  a 
county  not  peculiarly  agricukaral  (Cmo- 
berland)-^if  he  saw  all  this  take  place  since 
the  passing  of  the  bill,  was  he  not  entitled 
to  conclude,  that  it  waa  to  be  ascribed  t# 
the  operation  of  that  bill,  and  therefore 
to  infer  that  it  was  not  the  cause  of  the 
agricultural  distress?  That  there  bad 
been  a  great  reduction  in  the  value  of 
agriculttural  produce  must  be  admitted; 
bnt  be  could  not  allow  that  the  deprecia- 
tion was  caused  by  the  alteration  in  the 
value  of  the  currency.  The  same  fliiciua« 
tions  in  the  price  of  com,  whidi  were 
now  the  subject  of  complaint^  had  taken 
place  in  other  periods  di  our  history, 
when  the  currency  was  not  affected  by  the 
operations  of  the  Bank.  Upon  looking 
over  some  returns,  he  found,  that  in  1774, 
wheat  was  only  89«.  per  quarter;  in  1777» 
99f.;  whilst,  in  1801,  it  was  as  high  as 
1081.,  and  sunk  again,  in  1802,  to  67^. 
and  in  1808,  to  56i.  He  could  not  agree 
with  those  persons  who  attributed  the 
depreciation  in  the  price  of  corn  ta 
foreign  importatkms.  He  was  of  opioioa 
that  the  depreciation  would  be  occasioned 
by  anr  excess  of  supply  over  the  demand. 
The  doctrine  which  was  laid  down  by  Mn 
Tooke  in  his  evidence  before  the  agricul- 
tural cotnmlttee  appeared  to  be  well- 
founded.  That  gentleman  stated,  that 
an  excessive  supply  produced  a  greater 
effect  in  the  com  than  in  anv  other 
market.  He  believed  that  to  be  the  case. 
If  the  excessire  supply  was  in  an  article 
of  luxury,  the  effect  would  only  t>e  to  in- 
crease the  consutnption  of  the  article,  by 
brinaing  it  within  the  reach  of  a  greater 
number  of  persons  than  were  before  able 
to  purchase  it ;  but  that  was  not  the  case 
witA  respect  to  an  exoessive  aopply  of 
com  because  the  same  avei-age  quaatitv 
was  always  consumed*  I(  therefore^  it 
were  true,  that  an  'excessive  aupply  of 
com  had  the  efibot  lof  depreciating  tfie 
price  of  that  articloi  could  it  be  material 
whether  the  excess  was  occasioned  by 
abundant  production  in  our  own  country, 
<or  fbreign  importation  i  If  the  markets 
were  gnitted,  it  mattered  not  from  what 
sounoe  it  proceeded  It  might  he  coo- 
candad,  that  his  reasmiing  oeuld  not  apply 
with  respect  ta  the  abuadaat  frodaction 
of  <com  in  this  country  t  but  why  ^ould 
it  net  apply  with  respect  to  the  abundant 
prodactioa  of  com  in  this  coontry :  hiat 
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why  should  it  not  apply  with  reipect  to  t 
importation  from  Ireland  ?     He  was  most 
fully  disposed  to  acknowledge  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  that  measure  which 
permitted  the  importation  of  com  from  ' 
Ireland  ;    nothing  could  ever  induce  him  j 
to  deprive  Ireland  of  that  indulgence;  but,  , 
at  the  same  time,  he  could  not  close  his  • 
eyes  to  the  consequences  which  resulted 
to  the  agriculture  of  England  from  the  , 
importation  of  Irish   corn.    It  was  im-  . 
possible  for  him   to  look   at   the  large 
quantities  of  corn  which  had  lately  been  I 
poured  into  this  country  from  Ireland —  I 
greater  than  at  any  former  period — with-  j 
out  thinking  thatv  they  must  have  had  the  j 
eftect  of  depreciating  the  price  of  com 
here*    It   was  very  natural,   upon  the 
cessation  of  the  war,  that  the  rich  pasture 
lands  of  Ireland,  the  produce  of  which 
had  formerly  supplied  the  contracts  of 

Sovemment,  should  be  broken  up  and 
evoted  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  which 
could  be  raised  at  less  expense,  and: pro- 
bably sold  at  a  less  price  than  the  corn  of 
this  country.  The  consequence  had  been 
enormous  importations  of^  corn  into  this 
country  from  Ireland,  which  he  could  not 
help  thinking  must  have  had  the  effect,  by 

Sluttinff  the  market,  of  lowering  the  prices 
ere.  He  should  now  state  to  the  House  the 
amount  of  com  imported  into  this  country 
iVom  Ireland  for  certain  periods.  In  the 
seven  years,  from  1800  to  1807,  the 
quantity  imported  amounted  to  2,355,000 
quarters;  in  the  seven  succeeding 
years,  ending  in  ISH,  the  .  quantity 
imported  amounted  to  5,0^5,000  quar- 
ters: and  in  the  seven  years,  ending 
loth  October^  1821,  it  was  increased  to 
the  enormous  quantity  of  7>6S0«O00 
quarters;  being  more  than  three  times 
the  quantity  imported  in  the  seven  years 
first  mentioned.  In  the  two  last  years  of 
the  seven  ending  in  1821,  three  millions 
of  quarters  had  been  imported.  In  the 
year  1820,  1,425,000  quarters,  and  in  the 
three  quarters  of  a  year,  ending  the  10th 
October,  1821,  the  amazing  cfuantity  of 
1,502,000  quarters  had  been  imported; 
being  nearly  double  the  quantity  ever 
before  imported  from  Ireland  in  one  year. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  a  stop  ought 
to  be  put  to  the  importation  of  corn  from 
Ireland,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  im- 
possible for  him  to  sliut  his  eyes  to  the 
consequences  of  that  proceeding.  It 
was  to  the  large  importation  of  com  from 
Ireland,  combined  with  the  effect  of  the 
three  successive  good  harvests  in  this 
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country,  and  not  to  the  intportation  of 
foreign  corn  three  years  ago,  and  still  less 
to  the  alteration  which  had  been  made  in 
currency,  that  he  attributed  the  present 
state  of  the  agricultural  interei^t.'  He 
was  firmly  persuaded,  that  no  measure 
could  be  adopted  by  parliament  which 
could  afford  immediate  relief  to  that 
interest;  but  he  was  convinced  that  in 
time  relief  would  be  afforded,  and  that 
that  relief  would  be  complete. — He  now 
came  to  the  last  point  upon  which  be  had 
stated  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
animadvert;  namely,  that,  admitting  a 
general  fall  in  the  value  of  all  articles  to 
be  occasioned  by^the  alteration  in  the 
currency,  yet  the  distress  which  pressed 
upon  agriculture  so  peculiarly  ought  not 
to  be  attributed  to  that  change.  Here 
he  must,  however,  observe,  that  he  could 
not  admit  the  change  in  the  price  of 
commodities  to  be  occasioned,  to  the  ex- 
tent contended  for  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Portarlington,  bv  the  alteration  in  the 
currency.  He  could  not  admit  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  commodities  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  difference  between  the 
market  price  of  gold  at  4/.  3«.  and  the 
mint  price.  In  one  of  the  two  years  im- 
mediately preceding  1819,  he  found  the 
market  price  to  have  been  3/.  IBs.  6d.  It 
was  true,  that  the  price  of  gold  had  been 
for  one  month  in  the  year  preceding  the 
passing  of  the  bill  for  the  resumption  of 
cash.paymento  4/.  St.;  but  he  thought  it 
was  better  to  draw  his  conclusion  from  an 
average  price  for  the  two  years,  which 
wasl^  than  4/.  Ss.  He  could,  not  admit 
that  the  agricultural  interest  would  not 
have  been  liable  to  the  same  distress,  if 
no  attempt  had  been  made  to  suspend  the 
issue  of  paper  money.  In  1816,  the  hon. 
member  for  Essex  (Mr.  Western)  sub- 
mitted a  motion  to  the  House  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  distress*  He 
might  assume,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
attribute  the  distress  which  then  existed 
to  an  anticipation  of  the  measure  which 
the  Hotise  bad  afterwards  resolved  upon 
for  the  resumption  of  cash  payments. 
The  first  resolution  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Essex  submitted  to  the  Hotise 
upon  that  occasion  was  to  the  effect,  that 
the  agricultural  interests  of  England  waa 
in  a  sute  of  unexampled  embarraMmeot. 
The  greater  pari  of  his  speech  went  to 
prove  the  raiagnitude  of  distress  under 
which  the  people  laboured ;  and  the  con- 
clusion to  which  he  came  was,  that  it  waa 
impossible  the  taxes  coqld  continue  to 
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be  )p&id.  He  (Mr.  Peel)  was  willing  to 
admity  that  one  of  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
tress then  felt  might  be  the  contraction 
of  the  issue  of  country  bank  paper.  But 
tben  it  must  be  allowed  that  the  country 
was  liable,  under  the  former  system  of 
currency,  to  the  same  evil  which  it  now 
endured.  By  returning  to  that  system 
diey  would,  therefore,  gain  nothing.  There 
would  still  exist  the  same  degree  of  dis- 
tress, resulting  from  the  same  cause,  but 
without  the  benefit  of  a  metallic  currency. 
He  believed  the  distress  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  withdrawing  of  the 
paper  of  the  country  banks,  and  by  ex-> 
Shiordinary  speculations.  If  the  Bank  had 
issued  a  fresh  supply  of  paper,  there  would 
have  been  a  fresh  cycle  of  prosperity,  but 
which  in  the  end  would  have  only 
aggravated  the  distresses  of  the  country. 
Under  such  a  system  he  could  only  con- 
template an  alternation  of  success  and 
fiiiiure;  and  every  subsequent  failure 
would  be  worse  than  the  preceding.  He 
requested  the  House  to  consider  the  state 
in  which  things  stood  in  1819.  That 
period  presented  a  more  fovourable  op- 
portunity for  adopting  the  measure  of  a 
return  to  cash  payments  than  would  pro- 
bably have  ever  occurred  again.  Had  the 
Srstem  of  paper  money  continued,  indivi- 
uals  never  would  have  been  satisfied 
itith  a  fixed  high  price  for  their  commo- 
dities, as  all  the  stimulus  which  prevailed 
during  the  war  arose  not  from  a  fixed 
hi^h  price,  but  from  a  continually  rising 
pnce.  He  had  risen  for  the  purpose,  after 
all  the  clamour  which  had  been  directed 
against  the  bill  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  introduce,  of  stating  that  after  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  he  remained  perfectly 
satisfied,  rather  than  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  more  imme- 
diately before  the  House ;  a  fitter  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  which  would  present  it- 
self at  another  time.  He  would^  for  his 
own  part  have  been  satisfied  to  adopt  the 
plan  of  the  hon.  member  for  Portarlington, 
for  he  thoaght  that  plan  would  have 
eflectaaHy  guarded  against  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Bank  notes.  The  same  i'easons  that 
induced  hhn  to  advise  a  return  to  metallic 
currency  still  ren>aSned  in  ftiH  force ;  and, 
amongst  these  there  was  one  which  had 
greilt  weight  with  him,  with  the  House, 
and  with  the  Bank— ^e  meant  the  ne- 
cetsitv  that  existed  for  putting  a  stop  to 
the  forgery  of  Bank  notes,  and  the 
numerous  executions  of  offenders.  Tfce 
House  voMtd  reooUeetyihat  the  Bank  bad 
VOL.  VI. 


tried  evcr^  possible  means  to  put  a  stop' 
to  that  evih  [Cries  of  No,  no.]  It  was 
possible  that  the  proposal  of  some  ingeni- 
ous artist,  might  not  have  been  tried  or 
adopted,  but  it  was  well  known  that  the 
Bank  had  spared  neither  time,  trouble, 
nor  expense,  in  its  endeavours  to  attain 
that  desirable  end — the  prevention  of 
forgery. — The  return  to  a  metallic  cur- 
reiYcy  had  met  with  the  full  acquiescence 
of  parliament  on  that  very  ground ;  and 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  result 
fully  justified  the  anticipation. — The  pe- 
cuniary sacrifices  made  by  the  Bank  to 
carry  the  plan  into  effect  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten.  He  believed  the  clamour' 
against  the  return  to  a  metallic  currency 
to  be  only  temporary;  and  that  at  iher 
end  of  three  or  four  years  we  should  look 
back  with  heartfelt  pleasure  and  gratula- 
tion  to  our  return  to  cash  payments.  By 
firmness,  constancy,  and  perseverance  iir 
the  present  system,  he  felt  convinced  that 
we  should,  at  no  remote  period,  derive 
all  those  advantages  from  it,  which  the 
warmest  friends  of  the  measure  coiv^ 
templated  at  hs  enactment. 

Mr.  EUke  felt  himself  canetf  upon  to^ 
address  some  observations  to  the  House 
after  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Portarlington,  and  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  who  had  just  sat  down,  in  justification 
of  the  opinions  he  had  uniformly  main"* 
tained,  of  the  changes  in  our  currency 
forming  one  main,  if  not  principal  ingredient 
in  all  our  difficulties  and  embarrassments. 
In  doing  this  he  had  no  objection  in  the 
outset  at  once  to  admit  the  general  princi- 
ples laid  down  by  his  hon.  friend  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  It  was  perfectly 
true  and  could  not  be  denied,  that,  at  par- 
ticular periods,  the  market  price  of  gold 
was  precisely  as  they  had  stated  it;  and 
that  at  the  period  of  passing  the  rij^ht 
hon.  gentleman's  bill,  that  price  was  refa- 
tively  to  otnr  paper  monej  only  about  six  per 
cent  below  the  mint  price,  but  the  ques-* 
tion  at  issue  between  them  was  this,  not 
whether  gold  could  not  be  purchased  withr 
Bank  notes  at  that  moment  at  47.  2s,  per 
oz.  or  about  six  per  cent  above  what  was 
called  the  mint  price,  but  whether,  there 
having  been  no  legal  standard  between 
1797  and  }819i  and  no  metalKc  Circulation^ 
except  silver  tokens  depreciated  about 
thirty  per  cent,  the  accraental  and  often 
nommal  price  of  gold,  was  a  better  crite- 
rion than  the  fluctuating  value  of  almost 
any  other  article  of  merchandize,  by  which 
to  tttimaAe  the  getteial  efiiftcts  of^tibe  ao- 
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knowledged  deprecUtioo  on  all  prices  and 
c;ontract8.  Sure  be  was  tbat»  during  the 
i^tr,  this  particular  commodity  had  been 
subject  to  as  great  if  oot  greater  fluctua* 
tion  than  any  other.  There  were  instances 
of  its  value  hafing  fluctuated  thirty  per 
cent  within  a  year,  while  (he  amount  of 
paper  in  circulation,  and  the  price  of  other 
commodities  bad  continued  precisely  the 
same.  In  1 8 1 5  the  pricewas  about  4/.2«.  in  t  ha 
month  of  April,  5/.  6«.  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  4/.  2s,  again  in  the  month  of  July, 
without  the  least  variation  in  the  quantity  of 
paper,orany  perceptible  change  in  the  value 
of  other  commodities.  Again  in  1817  and 
1818  when  the  amount  of  paper  currency 
was  increased  one-third,  if  oot  nearly 
doubled,  aa  compared  with  the  amount  in 
circulation  in  1816,  the  price  of  gold  was 
scarcely  affected,  which  was  easily  to  be 
i^counted  for,  by  the  transactions  of  the 
Bank  in  these  years.  To  check  a  fall  in 
the  exchanges,  of  which  the  worthy  direc- 
tors were  not  aware  or  would  not  admit, 
va#  the  necessary  result  of  an  excessive 
iwue  of  paper,  about  seven  millions  of 
gold^  was  exported  from  about  the  middle 
pf  1817  to'tne  period  when  the  comipittee 
met  in  1819,  when  they  found  the  stock 
of  bullion  so  nearly  exhausted,  that  it  was 
Qecessary  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
further  issue.  What  would  have  been  the 
effect  upon  the  price  of  gold  in  the  sut^ 
sequent  vear,  if  the  same  quantity  of  paper 
in  circulation  in  1818  had  remained  for 
12  months  subsequent  to  this  pew  suspen- 
sion  of  cash  payments  (necessary,  because 
they  could  not  have  been  continued  from 
theabsolute  exhaustion  of  their  means)  im- 
posed on  the  Bank  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  in  1819?  Not  an  ounce 
of  the  7  millions  issued  it)  181 7  and  1818 
remained  in  circulation  :  it  had  beeu  ex- 

gorted  as  an  article  of  tnerchdndize,  and 
ecause  this  artificial  supply  of  a  com- 
moditv  reduced  its  price,  the  committee 
gravely  determined  to  represent  to  the 
country,  that  all  the  effects  of  the  impru- 
dent i»Bue  of  paper  in  1816,  were  to  be 
precisely  measured  by  the  difference  be- 
tween the  mint  and  market  price  of  sold 
linder  such  circumstances  as  he  nad 
seated.  If  the  gold  so  issued  had  re- 
mained in  circulation,  and  had  been  cor^ 
rknt  with  paper,  as  in  Austria,  llussia,  or 
o^dier  countries,  where  the  precious  metals 
ajnd  paper  circulate  accordmg  to  their  re- 
spective values,  he  mjglit  admit  the  prin- 
ciple contended  for  on  the  other  sid^  that 
the  aj^afjeot  difiere^ce  betijireeqi  ft^ffir 
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and  gold  marked  thermal  deppneci«Uoii  of 
the  currency  ;  but  it  was  fiurther  evideol* 
from  other  facts  which  he  would  states 
that  this  would  be  a  most  erroneous  view 
of  the  case.  Did  the  House  recollect  th^ 
evidence  of  the  hon.  number  for  Tauntoa 
(Mr.  Baring)  before  the  cotpmiitee  of 
1811  on  this  subject? — The  price  of  gold, 
being  then  about  4/.  8^.,  the  hon.  member* 
was  asked,  whether  he  would  opdertaka 
to  procure  even  the  small  Quantity  of 
10,000  ounces  at  that  rate.  His  answer 
was,  not  ^i  a  less  premium  than  50  peff 
cent  beyond  the  market  price ;  and  would, 
it  ^till  be  contended  that  an  article,  while 
exposed  to  such  fluctuation,  coujd  be  % 
standard  ?  Then  look  again  to  the  statai 
of  the  Bank  and  the  country  b^k  circu* 
lation  from  1815  to  1819,  during  which, 
there  was  a  comparatively  tri^ins  vari»« 
tipn  in  the  price  of  the  metals,  In  1816* 
the  debt  from  the  public  to  the  Bank,  oql 
which  the  Bank  of  England  circulation, 
mainly  depended,  w^M  r^uced,  deductioi^ 
the  public  balances  in  their  bunds,  xq 
about  nine  millions.  The  country  hank 
paper  stamped  from  eleven  miUiona,  in 
1814,  to  about  seven  millions^  Ha4  thia. 
nothing  to  do  with  the  distress  of  1816  i 
In  1818,  the  amount  due  by  the  public  to 
the  Bank  was  increased,  dedgctiag  also 
the  balances  to  22  millions,  and  the  coun-. 
try  bank  paper  stamped  to  12  millions: 
this  produced  the  kind  of  relief  the  chasr. 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  promised  in  pra«. 
posing  his  financial  measures  of  1 816»  la 
1820,  the  amount  due  to  the  Bank  waa 
again  reduced  by  payments  recommended 
by  Mr.  Peel's  committee  to  10  millions^ . 
and  the  country  bank  paper  stamped  to. 
less  than  four  millions !  Was  it  possible 
to  suppose  the  effect  of  these  changes  in 
the  circulation,  could  be  measured  by  the  • 
price  of  gold  which  had,  varied  only, 
five  or  six  per  cent  during  the  whole 
period  from  1815  to  1820?  or  rather., 
that  the  value  of  gold  must  not  have 
been  affected,  like  that  of  all  other  com- 
modities, by  the  measures  of  1816,  if  the 
Bank  had  not  counteracted  this  eflbct 
by  their  injudicious  and  unaccoimtable ' 
management*  that  the  pnblic  might  be 
deceived  with  respect  to  this  second  in- 
undation of  paper  I  He  did  not.  mean  to:, 
take  the  qoantity  of  country  bank  paper  ^ 
stamped^  ,as  the  precise  meaanre  for  the  , 
Goantity  in  circulatioat  bot  it  vaa  the  betC 
datum  on  which  to  found  acriculalioA;. 
and  it  was  confirmed  by  Mf.  Stnckey'A. 
eridesMin  the  B^tf^  of  181»^  that  M. 
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«lrettl«lSoii  oft  BMkl*  theWitti  dfEbg- 
land,  ifi  which  he  wt^  cdticerned,  had  ia- 
treMfed  gradoallj  etght«teotb8  between 
1016  and  iai9»  and  bj  the  sutementt  of 
th^  dire^^on  of  the  Scotch  banks,  ihowing 
aearhr  the  same  result.  During  the  whole 
•f  this  period,  there  had  been  little  flue* 
tuation  in  the  value  of  gold,  but  would 
the  right  hon,  gentleman  say,  that  an  ad- 
dition to  the  circulating  medium  of  from 
one-third  to  a  half,  did  not,  at  least,  in 
Ihe  same  proportion,  norainallj  increase 
the  Talue  of  all  property  ?  The  difficul- 
ties hi  1816  and  of  the  present  moment, 
arose  in  a  great  degree  ^om  the  same 
eaoie,  and  be  much  feared  at  last  the 
Same  cure  would  be  applied;   the  pro- 

Ksd  loan  of  four  millions  from  the 
k,  appeared  to  him  as  the  pre- 
eorsof  of  k  similar  system.  But  his 
IMk  fViend  (Mr.  Ricardo)  had  again  re- 
nted, what  he  had  stated  in  1819,  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  the  de- 
fvedatidn,  the  country  had  already  sus- 
Sifned  all  the  difficulty  to  be  apprehended 
lh>m  it  ?  Had  we  then  paid  our  debts, 
eflhtr  public  or  private,  incurred  in  a 
depreciated  paper,  or  was  not  the  national 
inaastry  still  mortgaged  for  the  p&yment 
of  caites,  imposed  while  our  resources  and 
profits  from  the  particular  circumstances  in 
whidi  we  were  situated,  were  nearly  double 
In  nominal  amount  ?  Tftke  an  illustration 
dfthfs  which  must  be  correct,  according 
to^  the  strict  interpretation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  his  hon.  friend,  that  the  deprecia- 
rfon  was  precisely  measured  by  the  price 
^f  gold.  In  1815,  On  the  return  of  Buo- 
naparte from  Elba,  we  had  recourse  to  a 
large  loan  fbr  the  service  of  the  year ;  on 
the  day  on  which  it  was  contracted  the 
price  of  gold  was  about  5/.  6s.  —  the 
exchange  on  Paris,  18.  Eighty -three 
mitliony  of  stock  werecreated  at  the  price  of 
fifty-four,  bya  loan  of  forty-five  millions  of 
money,  we  were  now  draining  almost 
the  last  shilling  from  the  pockeu  of  the 
mdustrious  classes,  to  form  a  sinking  fund 
Co  redeem  this  stock  at  the  price  of  78, 
•he  exchange  and  vahie  of  money  having 
advamcfed  ^Oiit  40  per  cent:  so  that  we 
were  now  endeavouring  to  pay  ninety 
■ItlHons,  fur  forty- five  borrowed  six  or 
seven  vears  ago.  Could  this  go  on,  or 
could  thecduntry,  with  its  reduc^  means, 
beftr  it?  These  wetis  questions  for  the 
chancellor  of  the  ^XcheqUef  duly  to  con- 
Mef.  He  had  in  1819^»  foreseen  and 
ilMt<0d  M  thcM  results,  biit  so  decided 
MM  tfl  i^et  M  the  Hooso^ '  upolr  ilieir 


FtB.  18,  1822. 


[508 


I' 


ftvorita  m^ttiure  of  restoring  the  ancient 
standard,  that  be  could  find  no  person  to 
Second  a  resolution  he  wished  merely 
placed  on  the  Journals  as  declaratory  of 
nis  opinion.  He  had  never  objected  td 
the  principle  of  fixing  some  standard ;  on 
the  contrary  no  person  had  been  more 
alive  to  all  the  evils  of  the  system  we  had 
been  so  long  pursuing,  nor  was  he  un^ 
aware  of  all  the  advantages  which  the  la- 
bouring classes  would  necessarily  deriv^ 
frotn  the  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man;  but  he  considered  it  unfair,  and 
likely  in  the  end  to  aggravate  the  evils 
we  sought  to  remedy^  that  the  tax,  such  as 
it  was,  to  be  imposed  on  the  country  for 
this  purpose,  should  fall  exclusively  on 
owners  of  property  of  all  descriptions, 
while  creditors  and  claimants  on  that  pro* 
perty  were  exempted  from  its  operation. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  de« 
scribed  with  perfect  justice  the  benefits 
which  had  accrued  to  the  manufacturing 
population  from  the  measure;  their  dis- 
tress in  1817  and  1818,  had  been  much 
aggravated  by  the  operations  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  in  1816  and  1817# 
and  of  course  an  opposite  line  of  policy 
had  produced  opposite  effects;  but  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  forgot  the  incon-« 
sistency  of  his  argument  as  applied  to  the 
present  occasion.  If  the  situation  of  the 
labourer  was  improved,  and  the  amount  of 
poor-rates  diminished  by  the  lower  price 
of  provisions,  and  that  low  price  was  the 
eibct  of  the  measure  of  1819,  surely  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  must  admit  the  ope« 
ration  of  ttiis  cause  to  a  simitar  extent 
upon  the  value  of  produce,  the  chief  com* 
plaint  of  the  country  gentleman  and 
fkrmer,  and  this  was  precisely  the  case.  All 
would  go  on  very  Well  if  the  landlord  and 
tenant  had  no  debts  or  engagenrients  to 
pay,  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  artifi- 
cial value  to  which  their  property  had 
been  raised  by  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  if  the  country  had  no  taxes  to  pay 
disproportioned  to  its  reduced  profits,  on 
its  nominally  reduced  capital.  The  great 
difficulty  was,  how  to  secure  alt  the  bene- 
fits of  a  restoration  of  the  old  standard  of 
money  to  the  industrious  classes,  and  so 
to  arrange  contracts,  that  debtor  and 
ch'cditor  might  remain  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  they  were  in  1818,  the  amount 
possibly  of  the  greatest  depreciation,  if 
the  true  data  on  which  to  estimate  that 
Wefe,  as  we  had  assumed,  the  debt 
doe  to  the  Bank  by  the  public,  and  the 
atnotot^of  paper  i*  circulation.    This  was 
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what  be  wished  conudered  well  in  1819 
before  the  bill  was  passed,  but  so  en- 
tirely was  the  House  carried  away  b^  the 
opinion  then  entertained  by  committees 
of  both  Houses,  and  by  bis  hon.  friend 
(Mr,  Ricardo),  that  the  extent  of  the  de* 
preciation  was  to  be  precisely  measured  by 
the  relative  value  of  gold  to  paper,  that  he 
had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  them 
to  listen  to  his  arguments  and  opinions. 
One  hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Taunton 
(Mr.  Baring^,  had  indeed  soon  found  out 
the  error  of  toe  calculation  on  which  they 
bad  proceeded — and  had  last  year  proposed 
a  measure  of  relief,  to  which  he  was  sur- 
prised he  ^Mr.  EUice)  with  his  particular 
opinions  did  not  assent.  But  it  was  one 
thing  gravely  to  detennine  on  a  serious 
measure  of  this  description,  and  then  to 
swerve  from  it,  more  especially  for  a  relief 
quite  inadequate  to  the  evil ;  and  he  op- 
posed the  proposition  of  his  hon.  friend. 
What  course  they  were  now  to  adopt,  he 
left  ministers  to  suggest  who  had  taken 
credit  most  unaccountably  in  their  recent 
pamphlet,  both  for  the  financial  measures 
of  1816,  and  the  bill  of  1819,  although 
diametrically  opposite  in  principle  and 
effect.  The  question  was,  would  the 
land-owner  submit  to,  or  the  nation,  as 
public  debtor,  be  long  able  to  bear,  the 
pressure  increasing  on  both  ?  He  did  not 
believe  it,  but  stilfhe  would  be  consistent, 
and  whatever  propositions  the  present 
state  of  things  might  lead  to,  he  would  be 
found  protesting  against  subjecting  the  in- 
dustrious classes  to  the  renewed  evils  qf 
another  depreciation,  although  it  was  ap- 
parent the  present  measures  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  pointed  to  that 
result.  It  had  been  mpst  unaccountably 
stated,  that  with  a  superabundance  of 
money,  which  could  scarcely  be  employed 
on  any  terms  by  capitalists,  we  had  a  re- 
stricted circulation.  To  remedy  this ;  but 
in  fact  to  job  up  temporarily  the  price  of 
the  public  securities  by  adding  artifi- 
cially to  the  sinking  fund,  and  rounding 
another  jcheme  upon  this,  the  reduction 
of  the  ^^^r  cents,  we  are  to  borrow  four 
millioni|fQm  the  Bank,  in  strict  imitation 
of  the  fin|bcial  plan  of  1816.  Might  this 
not  lead>  to  similar  consequences,  and 
must  not  the  money  thus  poured  into  our 
circulation,  beyond  any  demand  for  it,  find 
its  way  to  other  markets  where  it  could 
be  employed?  The  momentum  of  ra- 
pidity with  which  the  noble  lord  had  de- 
scribed the  current  of  gold  as  setting  into 
this  country,  may  be  ^rned   the  other 
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way.  It  would  re^r«  a  very  little  tdaftn 
of  this  description  to  place,  the  gentlemen 
at  the  Bank  in  their  former  dilemma  slioot 
the  currency,  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  at  their  mercy  about  his  de* 
ficiency  bills— without  a  regular  loan  on 
which  he  could  not  pay  the  dividends* 
Would  a  second  order  in  coimcil  of  1797# 
under  such  circumstances  be  a  ver^im* 
probable  event?  One  material  omissioii 
m  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  (on  a  re« 
cent  occasion)  in  the  bright  picture  be 
presented  the  House,  of  the  financial 
state  of  the  country,  was,  all  mention  of 
the  consolidated  fund.  The  deficiency, 
had  been  increased  by  purchasing  stocK 
beyond  any  real  sinking  fund  last  year 
about  two  millions,  and  now  amounted  t0 
the  enormous  sum  of  between  nine  and 
ten  millions.  How  was  that  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  and  was  the  House  aware  that 
the  national  creditor  was  dependent  on  the 
receipt  of  his  dividends  each  Quarter,  on 
the  good  will  of  the  worthy  clirectors  of 
the  Bank  ?  Much  discussion  had  taken 
place  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  witb 
respect  to  their  circulation,  and  an  hoiu 
director  (Mr.  Manning)  had  said,  greater 
caution  was  required  in  consequence 
of  an  amendment  he  (Mr.  Ellice)  moved 
to  a  bill  brought  in  last  year,  that 
they  should  be  obliged  to  exdiange  either 
small  notes  or  coin  for  their  large  onea 
at  their  option.  He  frankly  owned 
that  his  object  in  that  amendment  was,  to 
force  as  much  as  possible  of  the  coin 
Ij^ing  idle  in  the  coffers  of  the  Bank  into 
circulation,  and  his  hope  was,  that,  instead 
of  finding  fifteen  or  sixteen  millions  lying 
unemployed  there  now,  it  would  have 
replaced  great  part  of  the  small  country 
notes.  He  was  sure,  at  all  events,  it 
would  have  been  more  beneficially  dis* 
posed  of  in  that  manner,  and  the  ob- 
jection made  to  actually  restoring  a  me- 
tallic currency,  after  having  decided  upon 
the  ancient  standard,  was  something  like 
straining  at  the  gnat,  after  we  had  been  at- 
tempting to  swallow  a  camel.  Another 
great  and  almost  insurmoimtable  objection 
to  permitting  the  one  pound  notes  to  con* 
tinue  in  circulation,  when  they  could  be 
removed,  without  material  inconvenience,* 
was  the  lamentable  state  of  prosecutions 
and  convictions,  and  the  still  more  hade* 
fensible  executions  under  them  for  foxg^ 
tng  this  description  of  paper.  Thank 
God,  they  bad  m  a  great  degree  removed 
that  stigma  from  the  dumcter  of  the 
co^ntry,    With  respect  to  the  premit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fi05] 


on  ihe-Agrkukutal  Didras* 


PsB.  18,  1823. 


tsod 


conduct  ffif  the  Bank,  imd  iheir  re* 
newed  and  friendly  intercoune  with  ihe 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  after  having 
been  used  ai  his  cat's-paw  on  so  many  occa* 
aions ;  the  greatest  objection  it  was  liable 
to,  was,  the  po«sibility  of  these  new  deal- 
ings leading  to  former  results.  It  bad 
always  been  understood,  that  this  corpora- 
tion was  established  for  the  advantoge  of 
commerce — and  the  way  the  directors  took 
of  proTing  their  sincerity  to  act  upon  that 
principle,  was,  by  endeayounog  to  keep  the 
rate  of  discount  at  5  per  cent,  while  out 
of  doors  the  merchants  readily  found  it 
at  4  per  cent.  This  was  really  a  grievancef 
to  the  small  Trader,  who  was  accustomed 
to  rely  on  his  banker  for  the  ncciessary  ac- 
commodation of  his  trade,  and  was  charged 
of  course  according  to  the  tariff  establish- 
ed by  the  Bank.  Beyond  this  their  pro- 
prietors were  the  only  aggrieved  par- 
ties, but  to  be  sore,  the  directors  had 
managed  their  affiura  so  well  for  a  long 
aeries  of  years,  by  putting  into  their 
pockets  at  the  expense  of  the  public, 
aome  twenty  or  thirtv  millions,  that  it 
was  not  wonderful  their  ears  should  be 
shut  against  any  insinuation  of  possible 
mismanagement.  Still  it  was  not  Tery 
probable,  if  any  of  the  worthy  gentlemen 
bad  banking  concerns  of  their  own, 
they  would  complain  of  having  14  or  15 
millions  imemployed,  because  they  could 
not  get  5  per  cent  interest.  They  might 
possibly  dream  in  that  case  of  taking  less, 
and  common  sense  would  at  once  tell 
them  thifl!  was  the  rule  by  which  they 
ought  now  to  manage  their  public  con- 
cerns. Do  they  suppose  their  circulation 
will  be  more  under  their  control  by  lend- 
ing 4  millions  to  government,  than  if  they 
lent  it  on  mercantile  bills,  even  at  the 
same  interest  of  3  per  cent  ?  Is  it  not 
their  duty  to  the  commercial  class  to  en- 
deavour for  their  interest  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  discount,  to  the  Tery  lowest  pos- 
sible amount,  which  will  not  interfere 
with  their  circulation  ?  As  he  had  always 
held  very  sin£ular  opinions  in  that  House, 
although  he  believed  not  so  singular  out 
of  it,  on  these  subjects,  after  the  speeches 
of  the  gentlemen  who  preceded  nim,  he 
had  thought  it  his  duty  to  oflbr  these 
observations  on  the  past  and  present  state 
of  the  currency.  With  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  the  co^ittee  moved  for 
by  the  noble  lord,  although  he  did  not 
see  what  good  could  result  from  it,  and 
he  must  idways  look  at  their  professed 
object  with  jealoiifyi  this  was  not  the 


pai'ticular  moment  under  the  severe  dis« 
tress  in  which  the  agricultural  interest 
was  involved,  to  offer  any  objection  to 
the  most  full  consideration  and  discussion 
of  it.  The  a^cultural  was  only  suffering 
in  common  with  the  commercial  and  other 
interests  from  the  same  causes,  and  the 
only  relief,  which  would  also  be  a  common 
one,  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  grant, 
roust  be  by  a  reduction  of  taxation.  He 
feared  tltat  to  the  extent  it  could  be 
granted,  consistently  with  the  measures 
of  parliament  with  respect  to  the  cur« 
rency,  a  very  partial  remcMly  could  only 
be  expected.  At  the  same  time  he  waa 
ready  to  listen  to  all  other  (Mropositlons, 
and  to  concur  in  all  other  measures  for 
their  relief,  which  had  not  for  their  ob- 
jects any  enhancement  of  the  price  of 
provisions ;  a  result  which  in  the  first  in- 
stance would  be  most  unjust  to  the  con- 
sumer, and  in  the  end  as  prejudicial  to 
the  producers  themselyes,  as  to  eyery 
other  class  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Huskiuon  observed,  that  some 
honourable  members  had  called  him  the 
author  of  the  report  which  had  been  laid 
before  ^he  House  last  session,  relative  to 
the  distressed  state  of  agriculture.  Now, 
he  had  always  understood,  that  a  report 
was  considered  as  the  production  of  the 
whole  of  the  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
ject disciissed  in  the  report  was  referred ; 
but  as  a  different  opinion  seetaoed  to  pre- 
vail with  respect  to  the  re(>ort  he  bad 
mentioned,  be  would  explain  the  facts 
connected  with  its  production.  When  the 
committee  came  to  deliberate  upon  its 
proceedings,  several  members  proposed 
different  resolutions.  Afler  hearing  those 
resolutions,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
propose  a  series  of  his  own.  The  com- 
mittee approved  of  that  series  of  resolu- 
tions and  nad  done  him  the  honour  to  re- 
quest that  he  would  draw  up  a  report 
founded  on  them.  He  appealed  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  members  of  that 
committee,  whether  he  did  not,  as  long  as 
he  could,  protest  against  the  imposition 
of  a  task,  which  did  not  properly  belong 
to  him,  as  he  was  not  the  chairman  of 
the  committee.  The  committee,  how- 
ever, pressed  him  so  strongly,  that  he 
yieldea,  and  drew  up  the  draught  of  a 
report,  which  was  discussed  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  and  many  alterations  were 
made,  in  the  propriety  of  which  he  dkl 
not  concur.  Those  alterations  afiected 
not  only  the  wording,  but  the  principle 
ofthereport«  Under  these  circiimstanceB, 
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1m  tkavght  bemrtt  not  treated  fairly  whM 
the  autharsbip  of  the  report  was  attribao 
fed  to  hlcn*  He  wished  to  set  himself 
right  on  this  part  of  the  question,  he* 
ca«se  both  in  aad  out  of  doors  the  whdie 
report  had  been  attnboted  to  him  exclu- 
sireljr.  If  the  vesolutions  he  bad  propo- 
sed, and  which  were  rejected  by  the  com- 
mittee, were  laid  upon  tite  table,  he  thouhi 
be  reiidy  to  defend  the  principles  they 
oontMoed,  although  some  persons  had 
thovght  fit  to  apply  to  them  the  epithets 
of  stupid  and  contradictory.  He  should 
be  able  to  show  that  they  were  aeitber  in^ 
consistent  nor  eontradtctorj,  but  founded 
on  a  correct  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
tbe  country  and  the  state  of  agriculture. 
The  hon.  member  for  Saffblk  had  charged 
liim  with  having  mystified  the  committee ; 
the  hocu  member  for  Norfolk  had  asserted 
that  he  had  misled  it ;  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Sussex  coatended,  that  he  had 
employed  some  uniatr  spells,  as  if  he  had 
dealt  m  necrovnancy*  After  being  thas 
•eewed,  the  Hoose  would  not  be  surprised 
if  he  declined  attending  the  committee 
m  k»  re««ppDfiitmeDt.  His  principles 
were  known  and  recorded,  and  during 
fotnre  discussions,  he  should  not  be  found 
So<  depart  from  them*  The  boo.  member 
&r  Norfolk  had  also  charged  him  with 
beio^  the  author  of  the  report  of  1814: 
bat  m  fact,  it  was  the  production  of  the 
cbairniaa  of  tiiat  commitcee,  while  he 
(  Air.  H. )  had  only  famished  a  few  paira^ 
graphs;  Neither  with  the  bill  that  follow- 
•d  that  report  had  he  had  any  thing  to  do. 
On  tbe  contrary,  he  objected  to  it,  and  it 
was  weH  known  that,  at  a  meeting  of  gen- 
tlemen previously  held,  he  was  almost 
tbe  only  one  who  had  supported  protec- 
ting duties  instead  of  the  fixed  price  of 
SOs.  per  quarter.  The  hon.  member  for 
Norfolk  bad  thought  fit  to  compliment 
the  learaed  member  for  Winchelsea,  as 
tlio  first  and  ablest  lecturer  upon  political 
economy,  as  if  no  other  roan  deserved 
this  diploma  of  distinction ;  nevertheless, 
that  learned  gentleman  had  not  for  a 
single  day,  attended'  the  former  com- 
imttee  on  agriouUure*  He  hoped  that 
the  learned  gentleman  would  be  more 
disposed  to  aid  the  new  committee  with 
kis  presence  and  bis  counsels,  and  the 
result  might  be  a  report  less  liable  to 
objection.  With  regard  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  he  gave  the  direotora  fUll 
oredit^  for  ar  knowledge  of  their  busi« 
BOSS,  and  for  pursuing  ther  interesu  of 
tkair  ostabioiBDeat,  pieiiiaps  eifan  v^ib 


AgrktJkind  Di9tf€i^ 


[501 


100  muob  cnution.  As  forlisit  went,  the 
loan  of  4,000)00(tf.  from  the  Bank  would 
unquestiotiably  be  a  measure  of  relief: 
whether  it  went  forth  in  the  shape  of  4m* 
counts,  or  whether  it  were  loot  to  parishes, 
it  would  be  advantageous.  The  dreula* 
tion  would,  of  course,  be  increased ;  and 
as  it  could  not  be  confined  to  England 
only,  it  would  tend  rather  to  lessen  the 
value  of  gold,  and  in  proportion  to  raise 
the  price  of  commodities.  So  far  that 
tendency  might  itself  be  beneficial  to  the 
fiirming  interest. 

Sir  J.  Newport  deprecated  its  being 
held  out  as  it  nad  been,  out  of  parliament, 
and  rather  invidiously,  Uiat  d!iis  was  a 
pure  and  absolute  boon  to  Ireland; 
whereas,  it  was  only  part  and  parcel  of  the 
act  of  Union,  or  at  least  canying  into  ef-^ 
feet  the  provisions  of  that  act.  It  must 
not  however  be  left  out  of  view,  that  the 
situation  of  Ireland  was  Very  peculiar. 
With  regard  to  the  Order  of  reference,  h^ 
recommended  strongly  that  the  objects  to^ 
which  the  committee  were  to  dinect  its  at<A 
tentioil  should  be  specifically  defined. 
They  would  otherwise,  probably,  travel 
into  matters  not  at  present  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  House,  and  would  protract 
tbe  report  beyond  the  period  when  il 
might  reasonably  be  expected.  He  muchf 
doubted,  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
better  for  ministers  to  have  brought  down 
their  measures  at  once,  without  waiting 
for  the  deliberations  of  a  committee. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  agreed, 

that  it  might  become  advisiMe  to  restrict 

!  the  subject  of  inquiry  to  those  practical 

I  results  he  had  in  contemplation ;  at  tho 

same    time,  if  this    were    necessary,  if 

'•  might    he    done   afterwards,   when   any 

member  could  come  to  the  House  to  pre- 

'  vent  the  committee  from  wandering  into 

too  wide  a  field  of  inquiry.     AU  the 

'  members  would  be  folly  apprised  of  the 

'  objects  in  view ;  and,  as  to  the  nature, 

[  extent,    and  operation  of   the    distress, 

he  apprchendeci  that  it  would  not  be  ne« 

oessary  to  go  further  than  the  former 

committee  had  done.    The  state  of  the 

foreign  markets,  however,  was  a  part  of 

I  the  ^tft  subject  not  yet  sufficiently  in^^r 

j  vesttgated ;  and  he  hopisd,  thilt  to  this  the 

connnitcee  now  appointed  would  proceed 

without  delay,  so  that  very  eaHy  after  the 

holidays  some  practical  measure  might  b<^ 

founded  upon  us  report.^ 

I     The'motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  a  com- 

.  liiittee  was*  appointed  consisting^  of  the 

fbiloa^g  asembers ;  Tin    Tbemtf <^  of 
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oC  LociiloDdfrryf  Mr.  Gooeh,  Me.  F. 
Robioaoo,  lord  AUborp,  Mr*  Bunkea,  Mr. 
Brougham.  Mr.  HuskiMon,  sir  E.  Knatdi* 
bull,  Mr.  $iu«ri  Wortlej,  Mr.  Btring, 
sir  H.  ParDell,  Mr.  Wodehoute^  Mr. 
YfesUTo,  Mr.  H.  Sumnfir,  Mr.  Estooort, 
Mr.  Siurget  Bourne,  Mr.  Tremayne,  sir 
W.  Rawtey,  Mr.  Caltborpe»  Mr.  Huoter 
Blair,  Mr.  Irving,  sir  T.  L«tbbrtdge, 
Mr.  Ifiuleton,  Mr.  WhitfiK>re»  Mr.  Alder- 
man Bridge,  Mr.  Nicolson  Calvert,  Mr. 
Rii»wr4o,  Mr.  Curw«a,  Mr.  Dennia  Braroe, 
Mr.  F.  Lewis,  lord  Cranbouroe^  lord 
Biooaog,  Mr.  W.  Laaab,  Mr.  Goulbum, 
and  sir  J.  Newport 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
JVedtiesdajf,  February  20, 

AgeicuX'Turai:'  Distress.]  Mr. 
Loc^Aarl,  io  preeeating  a  Petition  from 
the  onoers  aod  occupiers  of  land  in  Scars* 
dale,  in  the  caunty  of  Derby,  complain- 
ing of  Agricultural  distress,  observcMl^that. 
tbe  petitioners  were  of  opinion  that  ex^ 
cessive  production  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  present  distress,  and  that  this  was 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons  why  that  pro- 
duction should  not  be  increased  by  fore^n 
importation.  They  were  utterly  uaable, 
however,  to  comprehend  tbe  doctrine 
which  had  been  recently  broached  in  that 
House,  that  taxation  was  not  tbe  cause  of 
their  distress,  aad  were  firmly  persuaded 
that  unless  the  strictest  economy  aod  re- 
treoohment  were  enforced  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  state,  not  only  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  but  every  class  of  the 
community,  would  be  inevitably  involved 
in  ruin* 

Mr.  Jones  thought  the  measures  propo- 
sed by  his  majesty's  ministers  were  in<- 
sufficient  to  afford  effectual  relief  to  the 
agricultural  interest.  Tbe  r^uction  of 
li.  a  bushel  io  the  malt  tax  might  affbnl 
a  partial  relief  to  the  barley-growing 
coontieS)  but  it  could  not  operate  as  a  re- 
medy for  tbe.  diatresaea  under  which  the 
agrkultiir^  interest  laboured*  If  th^ 
duty  on  salt,  which,  next  to  water  and 
bread,  was  the  most  essential  article  of 
lifof  had  been  taken  089  a  much  more  ef- 
featnal  relief  would  have  been  fiimished  to 
tlw  farming  inlerastb  Hetrusledminiaters 
would  not  ba  ioflnaoced  merely  by  tbe 
optDiooa  of  coun^  members,  expreased 
in  that  House,  but  that  they  would  listen 
to.  the  aeotimenta  of  the  ooualry,  aa  they 

oreased  at  coonty  neetioga^  uoe- 

Dy  and  wmnimoMslyj  eMtpt  oa 


th#  subject  of  (larliamentarT  refbvm,  andf 
that  they  would  at  length  fiiel  the  necessity^ 
of  applying  some  effectual  remedy  to  tha 
distresses  of  the  country.  The  duty  ow 
salt,  amounting  to  one  miUson  and  a  half» 
and  the  duty  on  leather,  might  be  takeoi 
off  with  great  benefit  to  the  public.  Tbe- 
duty  of  6^  per  pound  on  leather  pressed* 
wish  peculiar  hardship  on  the  poor  maiv- 
who  was  compelled  to  wear  shoes  of  the- 
thidcest  leather,  while  tbe  lealhec  appli- 
ed to  the  manufacture  of  ladie&'  shoes  wasi- 
of  tbe  finiest  texdure,,  and  cona^uently 
paid  less  duty.  He  trusted  that  the  hoov 
gentlemen  who  had  recently  joined  the^ 
ranks  of  administration,  would  be  rea^ 
to  carry  into  effect  a  measure,  of  which 
they  had  uniformly  urged  the  necessity 
00  the  other  side  of  the  House;  he  meant, 
the  reduction  of  the  lay  lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. He  hoped  alaa^  that  the  systcmii 
of  aiding  the  revenue  by  lotteries  woidd  att 
length  be  abandoned  by  ministers.  It/ 
was  disgraceful  to  the  government  of  thei 
country,  that  ministers  should  come  dowa; 
to  that  House  to  propose  a  lottery, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  Statute  book- 
prohibited  gaming.  It  was,  in  fact,  in-*- 
vitingtbe  poor  to  come  and  lose- thehr  Mi 
by  the  scheme  of  the  chancellor  of  the: 
exchequer,  while  the  rich  were  prevented 
from  ruining  themselves  at  tbe  gamiogt 
table.  If  gaming  were  to  be  encouraged- 
at  all,  he  did  not  see  why  it  shoculd  not* 
be  made  a  source  of  revenue,  as  in  other- 
parts  of  Europe- 
Ordered  to.  lie  on  the  table. 

Ilcbbstir  Gaol—- TEBATMSNTof  Mr«' 
Hunt.]  Mr.  Hfim^rose,  to  present  a  Pe»' 
titlon  to  the  House  which  was  signed  by 
between  4,000  and  5,000  inhabitants  of 
Preston,  in  Lancashire,  and  its  vicinity ; 
complaining  of  the  severity  of  the  impri- 
sonment  of  Mr.   Hunt.    If  the  cnrcum- 
stanoes  stated  in  it  were  true,  he  hesita- 
ted not  to  aay,  that  the  petition  demand^ 
ed  the  attention  of  parliament.    He  bad 
written    to    the    indhridual  himadf,   to 
know  whether  the  statements  contained' 
in  the  petition  was,  or  was  not  correct, 
and  as  far  aa  he  was   concerned,  his 
statement  went  to  sobstantiate  the  fhcta 
alleged.      It   anpeared  that   Mr.  Hunt- 
had  been  placedi  for  a  number  of  days-' 
in   solitary*  confinement-^BOt  at  human-' 
creature  bemg  sUoiped,  during  that>  pe^ 
riod  tD  faasve  access,  to  him.    He  was- 
taken  ill  Esd  nent  for  his  surgeon  ;   but* 
that  uidmd0sl*ww  not  alltnrad^to' aa#^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


511]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

him,  and  he  suffered  under  leTere  spanns, 
antti  a  surgeon  who  resided  at  the  distance 
of  five  miles  uras  sent  for.  It  «ras«  under 
these  circumstances,  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  see  that  the  individual,  in  under- 
going the  sentence  of  the  lair,  was  not  sa- 
crificed by  those  in  whose  power  he  was 
placed,  whatever  might  be  their  motives  for 
adopting  a  system  of  extreme  severity.  The 
petitioners  stated,  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  call  on  the  House  to  interfere  with  the 
sentence  of  a  court  of  justice,  because 
they  wished  not  unnecessarily  to  meddle 
with  the  established  laws  and  institutions 
of  the  country ;  but  they  felt  themselves 
bound  in  this  instance  to  come  forward, 
because  a  punishnsent  was  inflicted  on  Mr. 
Hunt  which  the  Court  of  King*s-Bench 
did  not  authorise.  This  was  evident  from 
the  fact,  that  when  Mr.  Hunt  was  sen- 
tenced, he  had  inquired  whether  he  was 
to  undergo  solitary  confinement ;  and  he 
was  answered  by  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  in 
these  words :— *^  The  court  has  given  no 
nob  order,"  and  he  directed  that  Mr. 
Hunt's  imprisonment  should  be  attended 
with  as  few  privations  as  possible.  The 
petitioners,  therefore,  thought,  that  nei- 
ther the  malice  nor  the  caprice  of  the 
sheriff,  nor  of  the  magistrates  of  Somer* 
setditre,  should  be  suffered  to  inflict  a 
punishment  on  Mr.  Hunt,  which  the  court 
had  not  contemplated.  They  went  on 
further  to  observe,  that  the  order  under 
which  this  individual  was  placed  in  solitary 
confinement,  was  signed,  in  September 
last,  by  Mr.  Justice  Best;  and  they 
thought,  that,  as  Mr.  Hunt  never  enter- 
tained any  idea  of  violating  the  law,  two 
years  imprisonment  in  so  unwholesome  a 
gaol  as  that  of  Ilchester  was  punishment 
sufficient  for  any  supposed  infraction  of 
the  law.  The  petitioners  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Hunt  pre- 
sided was  perfectly  lawful;  and  he  (Mr. 
Hume)  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
be  held  the  same  opinion.  That  opinion 
he  i^ver  would  alter ;  and,  entertaining 
It,  he  could  not  avoid  thinking  that  Mr. 
Hunt  #as  most  unjustly  sentenced. 
Having,  however,  been  found  guilty  by 
a  jury  of  his  country,  he  could  blame  no 

Eerson  forwhat  had  subsequently  occurred, 
ut  the  Judges.  Punishment  ought  to  be 
awarded  in  proportion  to  the. offence  com- 
mitted :  ana  Mr.  Hunt  having  attended  a 
meeting  which  he  conceived  not  to  be  of  a 
crimintu  nature,  and  which  was  stated  in  ' 
that  House  to  have  been  legale  ii  certainly 
fojlowed  that  a  very.mpd  punishment 
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ought  to  have  been  inflleted.  But  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  the  severity  of  pu* 
nishment  which  had  recently  been  re- 
sorted to,  was  likely  to  bring  some  of  the 
great  inatitutions  of  the  country  into  con- 
tempt. If  the  House  looked  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  courts  of  law  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  they  would  find  that  the 
severity  of  punishment  adopted  durii^ 
that  period,  went  beyond  all  precedents 
in  the  history  of  England,  except  those 
that  occurred  in  the  time  of  judge  Jeileries. 
When  ministers  and  judges  authorised  a 
course  of  unmerited  severity,  their  con- 
duct tended  to  injure  the  institutions  of 
the  country,  and  endangered  the  safety  of 
the  constitution  itself.  He  would  ask  ol 
the  learned  solicitor-general,  if  an  Indi- 
vidual were  merely  sentenced  to  Imprison* 
ment  in  a  particular  gaol,  and  instead  of 
ordinary  imprisonment,  solitary  confine^ 
ment  were  inflicted,  whether  that  was  not, 
in  fact,  altering  the  sentence,  and  inflict- 
ing a  new  and  a  far  oH>re  severe  punish- 
ment ?  If  common  confinement  could  be 
changed  at  pleasure  into  solitary  confine- 
ment, he  saw  no  reason  why  the  power 
thus  assumed  might  not  be  pushed  much 
farther,  even  to  the  hanging  of  the  mao 
who  was  only  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment. Such  arbitrary  proceedings  were 
calculated  to  bring  the  courts  of  law 
into  discredit,  and  to  occasion  a  feeling  of 
disrespect  towards  the  judges.  The  pe- 
titioners adverted  to  the  case  of  sir  IMfa- 
nasseh  Lopez,  whose  sentence  had  beei» 
remitted ;  and  whose  offence,  contrasted 
with  the  alleged  offence  of  Mr.  Huot^ 
assumed  a  character  of  more  than  ordinary 
criminality.  Yet  the  sentence  of  this  in- 
dividual had  been  mitigated,  while  Mr. 
Hunt  bad  been  placed  in  solitary  confine- 
ment. That  man,  be  would  boldly  ssy^ 
could  have  no  humanity,  could  entertain 
no  love  for  his  feHow-creatures^  who 
would  attempt  to  change  ordinary  con- 
finement into  that  most  dreadful  punish- 
ment— soHtary  imprisonment.  The  Ho«a# 
ought  to  take  care  that  no  set  of  men- 
should  be  allowed,  from  a  petty,  paltry, 
mean  feeKng,  to  punish  an  individual  not 
for  the  crime  actually  committed,  but  i^ 
offences  of  a  former  date.  It  was  shame- 
ful  that  an  order  of  a  quarter  sessiooa 
should  be  enforced  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  preclude  Mr.  Hunt  from  a  free  inters 
course  with  his  family.  Why,  should  such 
severity  be  exercised  towards  him,  while 
sir  M.  Lopez. was  treated  with  the  utnuMt 
lenity,,  although  his  oftoee  was  describe^ 
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^IS}  Treatment 

Sr  om  of  the  Speftker^s  Dredecenort  as 
e  highest  critne  thiitcoaid  be  cemuiitted 
agaiott  the  crnistiustion  ?  Such  partiality 
wai  dimaoeful. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridge  said,  it  was  quite  im- 
'  poMibla  for  the  magiitratea  of  the  county 
of  Someraet  to  act  from  such  motives  aa 
bad  been  ascribed  to  them  br  the  hon. 
member*  It  was  very  hard  that  magis- 
tratesy  while  acting  conscientiously  in  the 
performance  of  their  arduoua  dutiea, 
ahonid  be  subjected  to  such  unmerited 
atuckf.  He  tbowht  the  Houae  would 
do  well  to  set  its  race  against  such  pro* 
aeedinga.  He  would  not  oppose  the 
brin^ing^  up  of  the  petition ;  but,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  House  should  do  something 
Co  ahow  ita  disapprobation  of  the  cahim« 
■liiea  that  had  been  caat  on  the  magistrates 
•f  Samersetahire,  ever  sincb  they  had  any 
'tiling  to  do  wfth  thta  individual.  With 
^reapect  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  be 
conceived  it  woold  be  very  wrong  for  the 
Bouse  to  set  asidey  in  any  manner,  the 
aeotence  pronounced  by  a  court  of  law« 
The  hon.  member  was  wholly  in  error,  if 
he  thought  that  Mr.  Hunt  bad  been 
treated  with  malice  or  caprice.  He  was 
equally  wrong  if  he  supposed  that  that 
'faidividual  waa  treated  as  a  prisoner  sen- 
tenced to  solitary  confinement*  The  fact 
waa,  ^at  when  Mr.  Hunt  was  first  placed 
in  the  priaon, '  be  received  indulgencea 
which  BO  person,  under  hia  oircumstantes, 
had  a  richt  to  expect :  and  the  privatiooa 
of  which  he  now  complained  were  occfr- 
aioned  by  the  withholding  tbeindulgencea 
that  were  originally  extended  to  him.  He 
denied,  ahogether,  that  Mr.  Hunt  had 
been"  improperly  treated. 

The  Soiidtar  General  aatd,  it  waa  extre- 
'  ordinary  that  the  hon.  member  for  Abetu 
deen  had  thought  fit  to  repeat  the  attack 
on  the  magistrates  of  Someraatahire,  which 
had  beto  indulged  in  some  days  ago,  on 
an  occasion  aimilar  to  the  present.  He 
had  stated  to  the  House  at  that  time  the 
aituation  in  whioh  Mr.  Hunt  atood.  That 
individual  had  made  application  to  the 
Court  of  Kiog*a  Bench,  praying  that  he 
might  be  attended  by  bis  aurgeon-  and  at- 
torney, li  waa  not,  however,  customary 
'fiur  the  court  taact^  exceptoo  affidavit; 
msd  4hey  took  the  neoeasary  steps  to  ena- 
Ue  Mr.  Hunt  to  state,  on  oath,  what  he 
Ind'  to  allej^e  against  the  magistratea. 
.Ihoae  veiv  judges  who  had  been  so  scan- 
dalously libelled  by  the  naember  for  Aber- 
daen,  contrary  to  the  ustial  coorae  which 
ibtaiaed Jo. auch cases,  and  attbottfdi  the 
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statement  contained  in  Mr.  Hunt'a  fettw 
was  not  supported  by  affidavit,  did,  6n  that 
mere  statem^t,  direct  an  order  to  the  gao^ 
ler,  desiring  that  Mr.  Hunt's  attorney 
should  be  admitted,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  complaining  party  an  opportu* 
nity  of  making  the  necassary  affidavits,  in 
order  that  the  complaint  should  undergo 
an  investigation  on  oath.  Notwithstand* 
ing  this,  Mr.  Hunt  had  taken  no  steps  in 
the  business.  He  had  made  no  regular 
application  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
during  the  last  term.  It  was  not,  there* 
fiore,  too  much,  to  suppose  that  the  com«- 
plaints  were  exaggerated ;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  House  would  suspend  their  opi* 
nion  of  the  conduct  pursued,  both  by  the 
judges  and  by  the  gaoler,  until  Uie  subject 
was  investigated  before  a  competent  tribu- 
nal, on  oath.  That  would  be  the  fairest 
course,  not  only  with  respect  to  Mr.  Hunt 
himself,  but  with  reference  to  all  the  per^ 
sons  who  were  implicated.  The  member 
for  Abel^een  had  pointedly  alluded  to  the 
conduct  of  one  of  the  judges,  in  srgning 
the  orders  in  qucstion.P*  No,  no,*'  from 
Mr.  Hume.]  He  understood  the  hon; 
member  to  say,  that  owing  to  the  orAtt 
which  had  been  signed  by  Mr.  Justice 
Best,  Mr.  Hunt  had  been  confined  in  a 
solitary  place.^  What  the  hon.  member 
said  with  respect  to  the  observation  of 
Mr.  Justice  Bayley  was  in  substance  cor^^ 
rect.  Mr.  Hunt  asked,  whether  he  waa 
to  be  punished  by  solitary  confinement, 
andhe  was  immediately  told,  that  the  court 
entertained  no  aucb  intention :  but  if  any 
thing  were  contained  in  that  petition,  al- 
leging that  Mr.  Justiee  Best  had  ordered 
Air.  Hunt  to  be  confined  in  a  solitary  piece 
or  had  altered  the  punishment  which  had 
been  awarded,  such  an  allegatioo  was  ut- 
terly unfounded.  That  Mr.  Justice  Best 
and  Mr.  Baron  Graham  had  signed  the  rev 
gulatlons  ibr  the  government  of  Ilefaester 
gaol  waa  correct.  He  (the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral) had  sent  persons  to  Ilchester  to  see 
what  those  regulations  were,  and  to  pot 
him  in  possession  of  them ;  aad  be  could 
confidently  affirm^  that  there  waa  not  m 
sioffle  order  of  those  learned  judges  thsit 
vblated,  in  the  amallest  degree,  the  low  of 
the  land ;  nor  was  there  a  single  order 
anooDgst  thoae  allowed  hv  Mr.  Justice 
Best  that  had  not  been  also  allowed  by 
aome  of  his  predecessorsf^by  as  humane 
and  honourable  men  aa  ever  sat  in  a  court 
of  juatiee,  and  who  were  as  much  attached 
tO'  the  law  and  constitution  of  thi.9  country, 
and  10  the  rational  liberty  of  the  subject 
fi  L 
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ft  die  bolt,  roanbcr  eei4A  fomkif  bc^ 
With  re$pect  to  wM  the  hop.  n^eiDber  Jl^ 
aaidof  bis  (ihe  Solicitor-GfiUfiral's)  false 
and  inapplicable  argunaentt*  acid  of  ibe 
unanswerable  and  irrefragable  reMoning 
i>f  Ihe  individuals  near  biai>  when  be  stood 
Ibrward  as  an  umpire  between  gentlemen 
^OB  opposite  sides  of  the  Houae.  and  deci- 
iled  in  fofour  of  his  own  friends,  be  would 
#Qly  ^yt  that  the  question  came  before 
ibe. Court  of  Kins's  Bencb»  that  i|  was 
#rguod  with  great  learning  and  abililj  bj 
ihe  counsel  w  Mr*  Huntt  ibat  it  was  boam 
jrith  a  degree  of  patience,  almost  uneiaoH 
ipjedi  a^d  tlml  the  judges  i«naniHK>iislj  die- 
icided  againat  the  application.  Whether 
the  Biember  for  Abordtai  possessed,  a 
Jgnowledge  of  the  kw  mq  nbueb  mperior  to 
that  of  the  judges,  who  had  passed  their 
)i?^  in  l0ga(  pannits,  and  who  were  awora 
1/^  administer  justice  according  to  law,  as 
io  render  their  opinion  of  no  taloe*  it  wiii 
lor  the  Hov^  to  judge.  He^  hovereri 
felt  that  his  argument  on  the  point  in  ques*- 
lion  was  not  answered  by  the  other  side ; 
and  he  believed  that  if  the  subject  agaUi 
jsame  before  a  coi/rt  of  justice,  the  decisidH 
would  bo  preeiselir  the  saoM.  He  must 
AiHitast  against  tt|e  course  paraued  by  the 
poip»  member.  It  was  of  ? enr  ^at  imr- 
portance  that  the  diaraeter  of  ^e  judges 
ahottld  stand  fair  and  pure  before  the 
sountry.  I^  tborefcNre,  a  ehargo  eolildte 
made  aeaiost  anv  ono  of  thoM^  iestned  id- 
4ividuB&,  the  siuD|eot  ought  Co  bo  bvoOffbt 
lafonlv  before  the  Hooso,  instead  of  being 
Introduced  incidentally  on  die  pt^esent»- 
lioa  of  a  petition,  "llie  hon.-  membOr 
ouffbt.oot  to  traduee  and  cahimniato  tb^ 
ludges  in  the  scandaioua,  manner^  he  woilH 
iay»  if  he  were  n0l  in  that  Ho«isei  in  wbidi 
lie  had  been  plensed  to  indalgO« 
-  Klr^  Betm^  said*'  that  IWr.  Hunt  bad 
qpade  no  applieatien  lO  tbo  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  but  had  merely  written  a  letter  ip 
Mr.  Justloe  Bayloy. .  He  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  corresponding  wiUi  Miv  Hunt, 
J^Ht  he  had  received  a  letter  frees  bimtliat 
jpMMTsing,  complaining  of  his  iv^medt. 
JPerhaps  die  severiCjr  ^aercisei  toirards 
bif9  might  haye  oijgtoated  in  lik  having 
ao  sdccetsfuUy  exposed  the  melpractii^ 
4bat  had  J4>ng  existed  in  Ilchetter.  gaol. 
He  bejievi^  tbltt  tbe  arrangennenis  naade 
U  ¥ie  gaol,  HOder  tbe.^egr  of  tfie  judg^ 
.iHire:n0t  apj'licable  to  persoalk  .under  seo- 
i^noe  for  an  ofenoe  like  Mr^- Hunt's. 
.Xhoae  rules  and  regulationiwercfjn  foot, 
^dmoted  against  felons;  and  he  belieied 
l^  f(atib«  .first  tbno  that  a  peiaon  in:  tli^ 


^      '      ,it$M0t  Cf^^M* 
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Mluatiofi  of  Mf.  Hunt  h«d  boenanhjiciei 
to  them*  He  had  visited  many  of  tko 
gaols  in  this  kitigdoas^  and  bad  aeea  ^ 
such  instance,  even  where  persons  wene 
confined  for  the  worst  of  blasphemoue  li» 
bels.  It  appeared  as  if  the  magisttatea  ef 
Somerset  were  determined  to  nwke  up^  by 
present  severity*  for  reoeoiremissaeas.  B^ 
that  as  it  might,  the  rule  was  ofideatly  bad, 
and  Oi^bt  to  be  abolished.  He  begged 
leave  to  make  ftfew  remarks  on  tbe  Mhr 
tone  which  the  learned  gentleoiad  ba« 
thought  proper  to  asMne  on  tliis  oceasfaMi. 
He  had  expretoed  himself  aa  if  he  irero  bi 
Ihe  Biagisterial  chohr  al  tbo  Old  finUej^ 
leetiiring  some  witness  m  ioUoitor*  Noi^t 
certainly,  tboilgh  the  leaned  gentleman 
might  bring  tbe  ptfaetiee  of  Se  courta 
bebv  into  that  House,  he  oogbl  not  t0 
brmg  with  it  tbe  manners  of  the  eouria 
below.  He  was^  however,  sure  that  llsa 
learned  gentleknan  had  used  phrasea  whieli 
be  might  ^ery  well  have  affmd.  Whett 
the  learned  gentlealan  came  into  a  socid^r 
like  the  House  of  Commons,  he  ought  lo 
use  such  language  as  beosme  hib  cMlli 
situation,  and  the  situation  of  tbOae  tt^ 
whom  he  addressed  bhnself.     Siidi  e»- 

Cittona  as  <<  acaodaloiis^*  and  ^  libel- 
,'*  were  really  new  within  tbe  wiJJa  tff 
that  House..  With  respect  to  Mr.  Justine 
Bayley,  he  revered  bm  tbarai^ter,  and  ad- 
nured  bis  coodtictf  E¥eff  Mf  phivel 
how  weU  be  deserved  the  sitnationrwblah 
be  ao  meritoriously  filled.  But^  inuch  4s 
he  respected  that  individual,  h^  never 
would  allow  it  to  ue  contended,  tbalit  wte 
not  the  duty  of  a  member  ofparlianient|if 
drcumstiinceaiu^tf  in  the  CMNbct  of  Ihoie 
who  presided  over  tbe  coifrta  bolo#  which 
excited  hia  sOspidon^  to  bring  iboaOttir-. 
cuin&tanees  before  the  House.  Lord  Coke 
Midi  that  '*  parliament  wIm  bound  Co  ke#p 
tbe  judgiea  in  order,  as  well  a*  other  men. 
Of  course,  those  learned  indiiiiduala  0«glft 
ilet  to  be  rashly  chained :  bat  ii;  in  a  great 
legal  qneation,  tbe  yMfe%  of  tb^  lend  cnn* 
to  cOnduaioos,  which,  m  pdat  of  priMlenoe 
and  law,  they  ought  to  haTe  abstlunOdfMi 
ff*-if  they  haaarded  a  jadgmeiU,  whiA«  lb 
^NTUdenoe  and  law,  they  eiight  not  to  hikws 
done*  the ,  member  ii  fiavlisiment  wkD 
tboij^t  so>  was  net  an  boBcetasan,  if  Hi 
.did  not  come  to  that  Heufee  and  saj^  so. 
A  mtitaiber  of  jpar^aroent*  who '  fconifeivKll 
.the  conduct  «r:  a.  jndga  to  be  incorrad, 
-would  be  ttdre  blaoMahle  if  he  were  <tldtt» 
.tbnn  if  be  stiitedtwhM  he  felt.  '  '^ 

.    Mr.  LodAdri  mm  ef  opinion,  that  tlw 
iiodia  kalA  Jigh^  idicQ  it  was  iisessiaiy> 
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» the  conAisi  of  tlD»  Jii^tN4 
hef^vie  ibeabtetiGe  of  UuH  right  oNoht 
mre.  mo  M  a  tpeeies  of  slavwrjr.  The 
bomed  gentleawi  had  denied  that  the 
iu^gmeat  of  the  Court  of  Xing'a  Bevoh  wai 
Ml  any  way  Altered*  But  the  question  waa, 
itbetW»  e J  the  cooatitntloa  of  the  ceon^ 
try,  auidi  ridea  apd  orders  could  be  main* 
tained^  as  nuKht,  io  fact»  alter  an  original 
seflteace  ?.  The  learned  gentleiDan  said» 
^hat  oettain  rules  and  orders^  signed  by  thd 
viagisliatea  and  |ttd|^  vere  put  in  foree 
at  Ucheeler.  Noir»  if  those  mes  and  on 
decs  codkL  have  the  effiect  of  ioflictiBg  any 
pusishiaeat  on  an  individuai»  other  than 
she  court  had  senteneed  him  to  sufibr,  he 
hel4  then  to  be  uncooatitationaL  If  tber^ 
were  any  jtew  laws  which  delegated  the 
power  of  changing  a  fc^ntenc^  to  any  set 
of  nagMtrates,  ihey  ought  to  be  combed 
with  the  old.laws»  and  their.lbunaatjon 
IhoffoaghW  imestigated..  When  he  first 
efemo  to  the.  faar^  he.  nenar  heard  or  read  of 
asikai^y  confioeo>eni4  aad  it  cer^idy  was 
a  pieotice  of «  re^  daageroos  nature.  .A 
person  thus  imprisoned  might  be  Tislted 
irith  laeotal  aOtotioa  or  bowy  illaess,  and 
yaty  .ifk  coaseoaenoe  of  bis  situatioa»  be 
le|Mrived  of  all  opportmity  of  comnMHUY 
oatiag  his.  state  to  those  who  asigbtrelieye 
bim..  ^ThitwhiebwasnetorigiMdlyiotea- 
dedfc^  the  law»  ought  not  to  be  elected 
ky  sabaafuftnt  reguiationSb  If  it  wore  aU 
l^wed,;  the  ptmisbment  df indi?idudls  iroM 
be  placed  in  the  discretion  of  a  claM  of 
perscMMi  who  oould  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  cHases  of  thoi^e  wlpo  were  condesuiecl 
accept  what  they  gathered  from  the  prison 
calendar. 

The  ^oUckar  Gsneral  again  offsred  him* 
««lf  to  the  DOtii^  of  the  HotSM,  (or  the 
purpose  of  exolataing  what  had  passed  in 
Ihe  Cbtirt  of  King's  Bench  wish  respe<^ 
^o  Mrb  fiUiat*  Mr.  Hunt  did  hoC«  indeed, 
nuike  a  ivgalar  appUca^ton  to  theiGoari  of 
Khig*8  Bedch ;  but  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
llr»  Jastido  JBaj^sgr,  who  itamediatiB^  coih* 
naaicated  it  to  the  oiher  >m^c)b,  in  which 
be  oonplahMed  that  his  soi^eon  kn/i.  sotteiy 
lor  weee^tehided  from  Jiim». and lexpreo* 
S(Bi  awlsh  Ifaat  w  order  ehoidd.b^  made 
IP  allow  of  ^heir  attendance.  The  €o»rt 
df  Kiffg'S  Beneh  coaiU  nutke  :no  onjeiv  and 
oouidi^Te  no  ju^gm^nt,  except,  on  affidd* 
Vits  r  but  the  fudges  did  aiU  ihey  coidd  do. 
Xbey  sent  to  the  jjaol^  and  desired  that 
the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hunt  shoald  be  admit* 
ted  toJdmy.  in  oodet  thai  he  might  draw 
•p.the,aflMaviis  whioh  were  wcessary  few 
divgolar.api^lndaod.    jAa.Imiui 


im.^,j»9.     :i  [MS 

bdl  thought  proper  to  idnrge  hiia  irith 
baviag  uMd  unbeoomiag  laamage  to  anor 
her  of  that  Hottse.      * 


tber  hen.  member  of  that  Howse.  No1^ 
it  would  be  feooUected  that  the  hon.  mem^ 
her  for  Aberdeen,  not  adrerting  to  the 
fau^oage  of  the  petition,  but  expressing 
his  own  private  feelings,  stated  that  no 
jadgmeat  was  ever  pronounced  in  the 
Court  of  King^s  Bench  mone  ii^moos  than 
the  jndgmeat  in  question,  since^  the  days  of 
judge  Jfeferies.  When  diet  was  the  cass^ 
he  would  ask  whether  he  was  at  all  out  ai 
order,  or  Whether  he  used  indecent  orii&- 
becoming  language,  when  lie  stated,  that 
Ihe  hon*  member  for  Afaardeeti^  io  iitfng 
such  expresfeiensi  had  grossly  libelled  the 
jud^  ?  If  the  hon..  member  for  Shrowih 
bury  imagined  tbat.  hb.  was  to  fdrm  hif 
aoanaccs^or  to  ado|it  his  hmguage,  to  ikat 
hoo«  member's  taste,  he  was  moch  ooiat^ 
kea.  Wheii  he  spoke  of  that  hoo.  memr 
ber'a  condact,  or  adverted  to  his  seotij^ 
meats,  he  would  atato  nothing  which  bo 
would  not  jastify  on  atery  ooeision,  aad 
ia  Ofery  phiee.    ^Hear,  hear.] 

Tbe  Hpsaibr  si£l»  that  however  mystertp 
Aus  the  (snguagc  of  the  hon.  and  leamfil 
geptleman  .was,  ho  oou)d  know  what 
asdaning  they  were  intended  to  conveys 
and  he  was  sure  Jtbat  the  House  would  see 
|he  propriety  ;of  his  iateHering,  as  the 
wonb  in  his  opinion  conveyed  a  meaning 
which  would  leod  to  'invade  ike  orders 
the  House. 

The  SoikHar  Gimral  could  assure  the 
-House  that  he  had  ao  intisntion  but  to 
justify  himself.  i 

Mr.  Hume  said,  ho  wodd  put  the 
House  in  mind  diat  jsU^gatioas  of  a  sinalar 
flUHure,  which  aa  hoo.  bairoaet  had  cm 
a  former  oocasioa  denied»  imd  upon 
examination,  turned  out  to  be  well  fbaad* 
ad ;  and  he  l^ino  doubt  imt  the  presenfl 
all&gatiokia  would  turn  out  So  be  so.  U 
had  beeh  asked,  what  aiithoH^  there  waa 
fat  saying  that  Mr.  Hunt  had  beea  id 
boUtary  confinement?  He  -h^d-  jast  re^ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Hunt  a.  letter,  which 
stirtod,iilmt  the  .cbmplaitits  were  literally 
ante.  'Twenty-^ix  da^s  had  elapsed  sin^ 
Mff  Hunt  preferred  liis  complamt,  aad  bo 
was  in  aolitary  confinement  stUL  TM 
learned  igentleioaQ,  in.nplyieff  lo  him^ 
had  made  use  wf  abuse,  instead  of  argtN 
ment;  he  had  put  the  word  '<  inraoKftsr? 
into  lus  moulh,  hut  he  c6uld  assure  Iho 
foamed  gen  dediSn  that  heniuat  use  argu- 
ibent,  ami  not  abase,  if  He  hoped  to  ob- 
Saia  any  ^^edit  with  him.  It  was  very 
Uttll  for  g^ntteti^Bt  dolhed  in  p  little  briaf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ft!9]    HOUSE  OF  COMSIONS,  'M^Birghivfg^ahniL 


ism 


•uthoritj,'  to  aUempt  to  gloss  ovkr  Ai 
pacticet  complained  of  in  that  petkion ; 
9ut  the  country  felt  diflbreotlj  on  the 
qne^on.  That  the  caie  was  one  of 
cvaeltj  was  known  to  millions. 

£^r  T.  LeMridge  said,  that  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  Mr.  Hunt  was  eren  for 
«ight  hours  in  solitary  confinement,  he 
should  be  the  foremost  to  say  it  was  im* 

8 roper.  But  at  present  he  did  not  betieve 
even  on  the  authority  of  a  statement 
aigned  <*  Henry  Hunt/' 
"   The  petition  was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

RoTAL  Burghs  ov  Scotland.]  Lord 
Archibald  Hamiktm  rose  and  said  :-*Mr. 
Speaker;  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
persuadmg  thit  House,  to  resolVe  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
consider  the  Reports  which  have  been 
made  to  it,  by  its  own  orders,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland. 
After  the  length  of  time,  which  this  sub- 
ject has  been  before  the  House  and  the 
public,  and  the  share  which  I  have  taken 
in  the  investigation  of  it,  I  owe  it,  as  a 
duty  to  the  netitioners,  to  this  House, 
imci  to  myself,  to  endeavour  at  last,  tcr 
bring  it  to  some  specific,  some  -  profitable 
termination.  Until  my  efforts  are  super- 
ieded  by  some  decision  of  this  House, 
those  efllorts  shdl  be  directed  towards  the 
success  of  tha  cause,  in  which  I  originally 
embarked,  without  being  aware,  I  must 
confess,  of  the  time  or  the  labour  it  would 
require,  or  of  the  opposition  I  should  en« 
counter^-I  mean,  to  the  attainment  of 
some  reform  in  the  internal  constitution 
•nd  internal  management  of  Scotch 
Burghs.  It  is  a  cause  in  which  some 
500,000  of  my  countrymen  are  interested, 
#ho  have  no  representatives'— 4it  least  no 
direct  representstives— in  this  House-*in 
which  revenues  of  more  than  100,000/. 
are  still  involved,  but  in  which  I  myself 
have,  personally,  no  bteiest  whatever, 
except  Its  far  as  Uie  interests  of  Scodand 
are  concerned. 

My  present  object  is,  to  laAice  the 
House  to  eicamine  the  three  repotU  upon 
She  subject,  which  have  been  made,  by 
its  own  orders,  in  the  last  three  sessions, 
mid  to  adopt  suoh  measures  as  the  case, 
after  exasnination,  may  appear  to  require. 
Before  I  proceed  to  urge  any  reasons  for 
g<^ng  into  such  committee,  drawn  from 
the  reporu  themselves,  I  beg  to  submit  a 
short  outline  of  the  circumstances,  which 
trave  occurred  in  the  origin  and  progress 
0{  thb  injuU-y.    During  the  yiMO^  lbl7 


and  1818,  petittoos  to  this  Ifeuse 
presented  A'oln  almost  all  the  rojral  Bnr^tm 
of  Scotland,  in  number  66,  and  comainmc 
a  po|lnIation  of  set^ral  hnndrtod  thousand 
nelsons,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  ane. 
buigenes  of  the  said  burghs.  In  theoo 
petitions  complaint  was  general,  thougb 
the  details  were  various;  the  ground  of 
this  general  complaint  was,  the  mls^ 
management  of  the  affiiurs  of  the  Bar^hsr 
from  negligence,  ignorance,  or  corruption^ 
or  the  united  influence  of  all  thnse:  the. 
chief  operative  cause  was  stated  to  be,  thw 
principle  of  self-election,  under  which  the 
councils,  managers  of  tbe  burghs,  are  self** 
appointed,  and  may  be  sel&^tinued  taf 
perpetuity.  The  remedy,  generally,  if 
not  universally,  prayed  for  by  the  bvt*^ 
gesses,  was,  some  change  in  that  principle 
of  self-election.  Numerous  and  estensive 
instances  of  misgovernraentandcomiptiott 
were  pointed  out,  in  these  numerous  peti» 
tlons,  and  proof  oftred  of  their  troth.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  petitions  had  bee» 
transmitted  to  my  hands,  and  by  me  pre* 
sented  to  this  House. 

Under  these  ctrcumstMices  it  was,  that 
in  April  1819, 1  moved  ibr  tbe  appoint* 
ment  of  a  committee  to  tnvostigate  one  of 
the  roost  prominent  examples  of  mis*' 
management,  in  the  oasis  of  the  city  of 
Aberdeen.  The  self-eleoted  council  of 
that  town  had  declared  itself  bankrupt,' 
and  had  delivered  its  conosms  into  tho 
hands  of  trustees,  and  had  voluntarily 
signed  and  published  a  decUwation,  im- 
puting that  bankruptcy,  not  to  casual  mis- 
fortune—not  to  faiuire  of  their  creditors, 
or  to  bad  debts — not  to  personal  dis-* 
honesty  or  negligence— not  to  any  cause 
of  transient  influenee,or  of  rareoccunrenoe; 
but  to  the  natural,  necessary,  inherent  de- 
fect of  self-election,  as  a  system  of  fraud 
and  concealment.  In  spite  of  such  a  case^ 
and  such  testimony,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons refnsed  to  appoint  a  Committee* 
My  motion  was  lost,  by  a  minority  of  four 
or  five.  Upon  what  ground  the  House 
decided,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say*--tbe 
decision  was  not  very  creditable'  tm 
that  House;  but  the  gromul  taken  by. 
those  members  who  spoke  against  my 
motion,  was  a  denii^  ^^  ^  nature,  and 
the  OKtent  of  the  abuse,  in  refllsrenee  lo 
Aberdeen— denial  that  the  system  of 
self-election  was  an  evil  of  any  magnitude^ 
or  in  any  degree  the  cause  of  the  misfor« 
tane  which  had  occurred  r  in  short,  a 
denial  of  my  entire  case,  eaceept  .th# 
stubbotnlftot  (tf  tbe  baal^nptqrTr«^ 
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sets  of  the  majority  which  refused  mj 
motion,  and  the  magnitode  and  nature  of 
mj  case,  at  I  knew  It  to  exist,  induced 
ne  to;  make  another  appeal  to  the  justice 
of  ihe  House ;  and  as  petitions  had  con« 
tinosd  to  increase  in  number,  expressive 
of  public  opinion  in  Scotland  upon  this 
important  matter,  I  resolTed  to  bring  the 
subject  again  before  the  House,  sooner 
than  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 

One  important,  most  important  aoees- 
aion  flf  strength,  had  been  gradually  ae- 
oamulating  to  the  cause  of  Bursh  retorm, 
from  a  quarter  where  it  had  been  least 
expected,  but  from  whence  it  was  likely 
to  be  most  effectual  Sioce  the  com- 
mencement of  the  petitions  to  this  House 
by  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the 
burghs,  against  the  mode  of  electing  and 
perpetnating  their  councils  and  their  ma* 
gistrates,  these  very  councils  and  magis-* 
trates  had  themselves  met  in  many  of  the 
roval  bvrgbs,  and  bad  expressed' and  pub- 
lished resolutions  in  favour  of  that  very 
reform  for  which  the  burgesses  were  pe* 
titioniogv  In  nearly  half  of  the  roval 
burghs  m  number,  and  more  than  half  in 
pofHilation,  those  very  self-elected  coun- 
eils,  who  were  coronlaioed  against,  now 
voluntarily  recorded  their  opinions  in 
fiivour  of  the  compJainers,  and  against  the 
avstea»  of  self-election.  Without  admitting 
all  the  abuses  alleged,  and  without  afford- 
ing any  sanction  to  a  total  subversion  of 
existing  Setts,  they  declared  that  some 
change,  some  modification  of  the  system 
of  self-election  was  desirable,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  burghs  and  respectability  of 
themselves.  Here  then  was  authority  in 
my  fiivour,  and  in  favour  ofthe  petitioners, 
quite  unquestionable,  quite  decisive.  Thus 
encouraged,  on  the  7th  May,  one  month 
after  my  former  motion  was  lost,  I  again 
appeided  to  the  justice  of  the  House,  and 
moved  to  refer  all  the  petitions  from  the 
Scotch  burghs  to  a  committee.  Again, 
however,  I  was  opposed,  and  opposed  by 
the  same  persons,  and  the  same  arguments 
as  before. 

The  House  of  Commons  was  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  deceived,  a  second  time, 
l^either  the  efforU  of  ministers,  nor 
the  exertions  of  those  who  supported— 
avowedly  supported— the  system  of  self- 
election— were  allowed  to  prevail.  In- 
quiry, at  least,  if  nothing  more,  was  now 
thought  to  be  due  to  the  petitioners; 
supported  too,  as  their  case  now  was,  by  a 
JMge  portion  of  the  self-elected  coun^ 


themselves.  Upon  this  occasion  the  mii 
nisters  were  left  in  a  minority,  a  commit^ 
tee  was  appointed,  of  which  I  was  elected 
an  unworthy  chairman — unworthy  in  all 
respectSi  except  seal  in  the  cause,  and  a 
steady  active  attention  to  the  duties  of 
the  chair*  And  here  I  should  notice  to 
the  House,  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  on  this  subject,  so  long  ago  as 
the  year  1793,  and  had  made  a  valuable 
report  upon  the  abuses  and  mismanage^ 
ment  in  Scotch  royal  burghs,  to  the  House 
of  Cominons  of  that  time.  I  thought  it 
important  and  desirable,  that  we  ^old 
avail  ourselves  of  this  document;  no* 
cordingly  I  moved  to  have  this  report  of 
1798  reprinted,  and  referred  to  tne  con« 
•ideration  of  the  committee  which  had 
just  been  appointed.  Upon  a  perusal  of 
this  report,  we,  the  committee,  soon  found 
that  the  same  grievances  had  been  com« 
plained  of  by  the  royal  burghs  of  Scot* 
land  in  17^,  as  we  were  now  called  upon; 
in  1819,  to  investigate.  Not  only  were 
the  same  grievances  stated,  and  imputed 
to  the  same  cause ;  but  the  same  remedy; 
also,  was  suggested  by  the  petitioners  of 
that  day.  Well,  Sir;  we,  the  committed 
of  1819,  entered  upon  our  labours  late  in 
the  month  of  May ;  but  such  was  the  di« 
ligence  and  activity  of  that  commitleoi 
that  it  produced  a  report,  amounting,  with 
evidence  and  appendix,  to  500  pages,  at 
the  close  of  that  session ;  a  report  which 
has  been  canvassed,  criticised,  and  vilified, 
by  the  enemies  of  all  refi^rin,  but  which 
has  maintained  its  credit  to  this  hour,  for 
accuracy  and  fairness,  and  has  itself  dona 
no  inconsiderable  service  to  the  cause  of 
burgh  Reform,  by  the  mere  force  of  ittf 
disdosures. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  detail  the  ap* 
pointment,  labours,  and  progress  of  the 
succeeding  committees  on  this  subject,  aa 
the  stronoest  argument  I  can  urge  for  my 
motion  of  this  night.  In  the  next  session 
of  parliament  I  moved  the  reappointment 
of  the  committee  on  burgh  reform,  which 
it  was  not,  now,  thought  prudent  by  the 
ministers  to  oppose.  But  the  committee^ 
which  thcnr  granted  reluctantl]^,  they  con- 
trived to  fetter  and  embarrass  in  its  opera* 
tions,  by  a  change  in  the  members  wha 
composed  it.  This  arrangement  waa 
made  between  the  noble  lord  opposite  and 
myself,  without  any  appeal  to  the  House» 
as  to  the  persons  to  be  named ;  but  made 
on  my  part,  in  the  conviction  that  such 
appeal  would  be  useless,  in  opposition  to 
the  ministry.   Sbfwal  new  noembers  were 
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fitiradtooed  int0'  At  oomlnUtftr/  wbm 
viewi  on  this  tubjAol,  as  well  as  oa  gi»«> 
fiersl  political  inaUeft«  were  very  diAreat 
to  tbost  of  the  memben  whom  they  had 
auoaieded;  soiaa  of  then:!,  too»wera  ia 
IrfRoe^  .  The  focantfr  report  had  diadoted 
loo  niDch :  ia  othfer  wordi,  the  coinmittee 
hadp^onned  their  duty  too  xoeU  to  thii 
House.  The  pecaliar  circttinitencet  pf 
tha  leMion,  as  noticed  in  their,  report, 
prefanted  thia  second  oonmitliae  iroia 
Viriiing  as  maeh  prAgresa  ia  inqaity  as 
was  ;t0  be  desired,  or  m  had  heao  dkoe  hj 
fca  pMdeoessor.  I  alkde  to  the  trial  of  her 
late  ipiQestj,  the  quaeii;  a  prooaediag  as 
little  creditable  to  the  Justice  and  character 
of  this  House  as  it  was  to  the  honour 
iad  character  of  die  country.  This  com- 
loittee  producadf  however,  aa  important 
tseport,  after  ha?ins  examined  maiiT  wit- 
JteseBs»  and  teach  docmnentary  ertdence, 
as  die  iiSpeodiz  to  their  <r6port  wiU 
fe$^fy'2  IhiS'OQaimittea  aho  mitte  to  se- 
feral  ftaolutions,. founded  apmi  thtt'rio- 
Hastiaatioii^  i^iaa  to  verify  aad  confirm 
Iha  aUegatiaas  of  Ae  petitioaers. 
\t  Early  mAe  next  ansioo,  i  appKed  ta 
the.  House  a  tbM  tiole  for  the  .appointit 
Meat  of  a  committee  on  this  sam^  sablect 
tit  the  Dojral  bur||»hs  of  Bcotlaod.  Ba^ 
P0#,  a  still' greater  change  was  to  be 
Ibide  in  the  aMmbers  of  this  committee ; 
fewer  of  my  frteo(U«»»more  of  my  oppo- 
Hehts,  aad  more  placemen.  So  much  im- 
fleed  was  this  committee  altered,  that  I 
ilMUt  tdm  blaaae  to  myself,  for  having 
s^gr^  to  praeeoute  the  inquiry  with  a 
aommittee  so  composed.  I  must  ^so 
throw  aome  Uame.  upea  those  members 
who,  after  having  aAeaded  zealoualy  the 
two  former  aessions,  now  absented  tnem*^ 
aehres  by:degtees,  tiH  atleog^  the  usual 
aMendaats  dtriodled  to  four  <fr  B:ft  place* 
aieo,  the  member  fiit  Abendoeq,  and  oay* 
felf*  It  soon  tecame  tnanifast  in  that 
IxMamittee,.  thUt  I,  as  ichaictean,  had  wo 
jnflaendewbatwrier':  I  mehnoo  influence 
in  those  mattekv,  /which  are  usually  Jeft 
aitckiiisRdy  to  the  chairman ;  namely,  the 
fsrilecttng  evidence,  and  aummonmg  wit» 
iMises,  and  arran^inj^  the  mdde  and 
loaimer  of  iaonductmg  the  inquirv.  The 
ditoovcfite  we  JM.inade,  had  been  aU 
aaade  by  parole  evidence,  in  ithe  two 
fiMimer  caaMaitt^es.  Parole  evidence  was 
paw  rtftited  by  a  migarity  of  this  oom«- 
ilktees  and  the  firist  month  of  our  time 
IHW  cansnmed  4>y  internal  squabble  lad 
^ardaiiooi^  fio  jnudb,  and  soaliongfar 
am  Ibia  nfosal  af  aaidanca  Uk  toUe 


um 


filtal  to  #ur  pragnas^  br  aajMf  imd  .n 
few  others,  mx  two  of  die  most  tealaaa 
and  active  mendMrs*  who  had  served  ia 
the  two  former  committees^  and  who  had 
been  accnatotted  U  agree  with  me  very 
much,  and  support  my  views,  now 
abandoned  the  inquiry  in  despair— and 
asked  leave  of  thb  House  to  be  excused 
from  toy  further  attendance.  BeliMre 
they  took  this  step,  however,  die^  made 
a  find  efibrt  to  bring  the  committee  to 
what  they  conceived  to  be  its  fair  and 
impartial  duty.  That  effort  foiled;  aad 
they  ratired.  From  that  moment  I  Mt  i« 
the  chair  in  the  execotion  of  a  duty ;  biA 
without  much  hope  of  performing  any 
effectual  service.  In  jastice,  however,  to 
those  two  retiring  members^-^in  justice  to 
myself  and  to  this  House,  and  to  tb«i  pat 
titioners,  I  have  enabled  the  House  itself 
to  judge  betweea  the  parties,  by  moving 
for  the  <<  daily^  Minutes"  of  our  proceed^ 
ings  to  be  laid  upon  the  taUe.  Those 
Minutes  will  apeak  for  tfaamsdves{  and 
easble  such  membars  as  peruse  themt  tA 
form  their  own  apinlon^  Towards  tha 
dmi  of  the  session,  I  was,  unluckily^caUeil 
to  Scotland,  to  vote  at  the  elecUon  of  a 
member  of  pariiaaMnt  for  the,  county  .of 
StiHiog.  I  tngigad  a  friend  to  ait 
in  the  chair  for  me;  and*  pr^ioua  to 
my  departure,  I  pledged  myielf  to  tha 
committee  to  produce  a  report  of  our 
proceediagi,  in  a  week  after  my  returo* 
Datea  are  important  upon  such  oceasif  as 
as  these.  I  sat  ia  the  chair  on  the  iSth 
May;  and  reaumed  my  place  there  on 
the  iat  of  Juoa,  on  m^  return  from  Scot* 
land.  The  House  wUl  judge  what  was 
m^  aurpriae,  oa  diacoveriog,.  from  the 
Minutea,  that  a  draft,  of  report  had  been 
read  to  the  committea  in  my  abaenoa,  io 
apita  af  the  pledge  I  had  giiep  to  produce 
a  raoott  iaa  waek  ifter  my  returnr-vaad 
reaci,  too,  to  th^,aumerou8  audience  of 
ait personaih^idaa the. chairman*  Beit 
pbservx>d  too,  that  it  waa  manifeat,  at  thto 
time,  from  the  at^e  of  buaioess, .  that  thil 
House  must  sit  some  time  loQger«--and  in 
fact,  it  did  sit  till  the  middle  of  July.  A 
repeirt,  however,  was  produced*  and  was 
adopted— 'Under  what  ciroumstaaces,  the 
Minutes  of  fur  daily  proceediog  wHl 
testify.  It  doea  not  become  me  to  vilifpr 
that  report ;  and^  indeed,  the  fault  1 6od 
with  U  ia,  af  oaiisiion  more  than  of  cosa? 
miaaion.    A  committaa  that  would  act 


«  ;Sir  Ronald  lerguaaao,  and  Mew  J.  P^ 
Grant, 
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heatr  evidence,  could  oH  make  aa  ample 
report.  It  it  meagre  and  imperfect,  as 
WHS  natural.  If  th^  obieet  of  a  report  be, 
to  enable  the  House  to  Judge  of  the  matter 
examined  bv  tbe  committee,  this  report 
mutt,  indeed,  be  miserably  defectiTe.  It 
contains  the  speculations  and  opinions  of 
some  balf  dozen  meibbers  of  paHiament, 
one  balf  of  them  in  off oe,  but  does .  not 
state  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 
formed,  nor  supply  any  evidence,  frbm 
which  the  Bouse  might  be  enabled  tq 
Sank  some  opinion  for  itself.  Whether 
the  opinions  there  given  bd  sound  or  not^ 
it  is  ndt  for  me  to  deeide;  but  this  I  may 
venture  to  say,  that  they  are  net  founded 
VifoA  tmy  evtdeooe  taken  by  the  commiU 
tee,  or  apdo  aily  grounds  suggest^  to 
the  Ho«se»  In  much  of  what  is  stated  I 
agree-^-Crom  much  I  differ-*-«nd»  upoii 
ifie  wholes  must  regard  the  report  as 
MaperfluMil  in  topinion^,  but  defective  in 
nvkietice. 

'  Oo^  broad  feature  of  the  entire  case, 
i»oweVer,  is  very  remarkable,  and  is  ln»» 
ilifest  from  each  and  all  6i  the  reports, 
add  is  very  gratifying  to  myself,  and 
ought  to  be  very  beriractal  to  the  caiise» 
1  mean  the  broad^  palpable^  importaat 
hcU  that  the  case  of  ihe  petbioacrs  is 
{proved— incontestibly  proved«»-evett  ad» 
inftted  to  be  proved,  by  ita  original  op* 
Iposers.  One  of  the  eaniesl  proceedingi 
(sf  the  first  cemrnktee  was^  to  a^aHite 
and  ooodeoas  into  distinct  and  ^cifie 
|illc|gati<ms  the  Varioiis  mtfttefa'of'gnev* 
ailed  detailed  in  the  nuoierous  petkions 
fTeSented  to  the  House.  All  theseaUep* 
Ci6ns  have  been  ^flSnned  by  speoilic 
rdsolotkuM,  or  by  the  f^eneral  tenor 
of  their  report,  by  all  three  coiswnitteef 
which  have  sat  upon  the  Bttkfect..  I 
w^l  now  proceed  to  read  these  all^a» 
Sions,  eight  in  number,  to  tbe  House :  In 
she  first  Report,  at  page  85,  it  is  ssid, 
**  your  oommittiee  canhot  refrab  from 
stating  their  impression^  that  the  genfhd 
allegations  of  the  petitioners,  as  far  as  tlf e 
jcommitteb  have  yet  examined  them^  aiM 
peMT  to  be  very  much  warranted  by  tn^ 
j^idence.''  In  the  i|econd  tepdrt,  p^ 
^  it  ti^said,  th6t  «  the  Idlegatio^a  of  boi 
if  v^  generallv  and  adMtdntiall  v  tnK*? 
And,  in  the  third  report,  the  wbme  eigbt 
allegations  ire  «  resolved"  (subatailtia%) 
to  be  established. 

Andhersi  Snr,  I  beg  leaive  to  contrast 
Aisrtodt  with  the  language  appfied  to 
Ite  qtm^i  #faen  I  first  introduced  the 
Mgec^M^md,  again^  whch  I  obtahied  A 


coflsmittee.    I  was  told  I  had  no 
thereexistednognevanee^^e  petitioneri 
were  turbulent<*4he  petitions  were  a  dis* 
guise  and  doak  fmr  parliamentary  refonq 
4^-aad  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
burgesses  were  quite  satisfied  with  theia 
cvdo  rulers  and  civic  govemment-*^(the 
late  Lord  Advocate  asserted,  that   the 
burgesses  of  North  Britain  weris  satisfied*) 
What  a  contrast   do  we  now   witness! 
The  vefy  persons  who  opposed  inquirjft 
upon  (hose  grounds—^  do  ease,  and  no 
grlevancc»»-have  now  unanimoosly  voted 
the  grievsiDoes  to  exist,  and  the  qase  to 
be  rabstantially  established.    They  bavei 
indeed,  thwarted  my  endeaiK>urs  to  ex^ 
peso  theiVili  ci|seef  grie^nce  and'nsi^ 
■oianagementi   imd  abuser   and   eormpf 
tioD,  ar:it  exists;   but  they  hate  been 
eonipeUed  to  acknowledge  the  br6ad,  finia 
substance  of  the  case  to  be  made  out^ 
Their  ^i^seeaostdbave  been,  to  admit 
a  good  deal,  which  they  could  not  die* 
gmse,  in  order  to  prevent  the  whole  frooa 
being  disclosed,  whicfa  they  were  unwillin|f 
sbomd  appear.    And  thus,  as  a  weak  cas^ 
requnres  hut  a  weak  reoiedyj  iheir  policy; 
seems  to  be  well  suited  to  their  (K>ject4 
The  casd  has  indeed  been  oroved— ^even 
iff  thia  odr  third  reporti*«tbough   but 
iMbly  proved.    The  maj^niiude^  the  taii 
tent,  slnd  the  causes  of  abuse  have  not 
been  probed.    And  thole  BBOmberf  of  th4 
Ifhree  committeesi  who  Ofi^inally  denied 
any  qase;  and  dedied4my  grievaace,  aodi 
oppoaed  any  inquhryi  aw^,  faideed,  exidi 
that  ihej  hme  succeeded  in  robbing  the 
case  of  half  iu  strength^aad  thereby^ 
perhaps,  in  robbing  it  eif  all  its  t«nedy4.  > 
Again,  however,  I  call  updn  the  House 
to  contrast  the  origin  and  fOPMnsacewent 
of  this  .tese,  with  its  pr<^fess  and  its  dosei 
At  firsti  all  was  denicd^^t  last,  all  it 
proved-***tbough  -not  proved,  bemuse*H 
(and  only  beeause)«Mnot  permitted  tokm 
proved,  in  iU  fidl  ettent  et  its  litU  ift^ 
vtten^b    And  all  the  inAtfenoe  I  ask  of 
ih6  Heuse  yet  to  draw  Is,  that  asit  wm 
appeal^  that  I  and  mj  suppertera  wive. 
ettgiiMdIr  ngh^  a«d  Uigse  wfae  opposMi 
meMrei^onf,  thetihe  J|e«ea will 'iiiil 
new  take  peitwith  those  who  wisiw  wrqim 
aganst  these  wha  were^right,  bei  wil 
Jwigefor  itsiiUlMrill  gmnt  bnr  request  el 
rang  into  a'  committae  Of  |he  whole 
Hotiaex^wttl  then  eonMer  the  three  ti^f 
poru  lately  aaade,  dnd  alM>  the  repert  of 
17d$'«-Mmd  llieu  ceme  to  eo€4  dctetsiett 
open  ikt  wheb  liatter,  as  these  1Vm# 
documents,  and  not  the  mete  s{iecuk||l¥* 
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opinions  of  the  Iftst  comniittee,  nay  teent 
to  require  or  to  reGommend. 

The  last  committee  have»  indeed^  aog* 
getted  a  billy  upon  ihetr  own  views,  as  a 
remedj  to  the  case  made  out  — a 
remedy,  indeed,  quite  inadequate  to  the 
case  disclosed,  but  ten  times  more  inade« 
quate  to  the  case  not  disclosed^  but 
existmg.  I  wish  the  House  to  consider 
well  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evily  and 
then  comfMire  it  with  the  probable  effi- 
cacy of  such  a  billf  as  i»  proposed  by  the 
committee  to  be  the  entire  remedijr  for 
entire  grievance— the  single  and  sole  anti- 
dote to  all  the  poison  which  circulates  in 
a  corrupt  and  mismanaged  Scotch  borgh» 
But  here,  sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  re» 
peat,  what  I  have  often,  nay,  invariably 
said  in  this  House,  that  I  neither  accuse 
all  the  Scotch  burghs  of  being  corrupt 
and  inisraanaged,  nor  do  I  accuse  the 
managers,  that  is,  the  councils  of  those 
bur|g;hs  which  are  mismanaged,  of  beiuff, 
as  individuals,  dishonest  or  dishonourable 
Boen ;  it  is  tbe  system  of  which  I  com- 
plain, and  not  of  the  persons  who  con- 
duct it.  But,  that  the  existing  system  of 
burgh  polity  ia  inherently  bSd — and  its 
natural  effects  noxious  and  debasing — 
noxious  to  the  community,  debasing  to 
the  individuals,  I  think  no  man  can  doubt 
who  refers  to  the  voluntary  declaration  of 
the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  put  volun<- 
tarily  upon  record  upon  the  council 
books  or  the  burgh.  And  here  I  beg  the 
{louse  to  recollect  that  it  is  against  this 
odious,  this  noxious,  incurably  noxious 
lystem,  described  as  you  have  just  heard, 
and  against  all  the  various  and  extensive 
abuses  that  flow  from  it,  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  proposes  as  an  effective  and 
Qommensurate  remedy,  to  invest  the  bur* 
gesses  with  the  power  of  a  lawsuit,  the 
power  of  going  to  law  with  their  maffis* 
trate ;  for  strange  aa  it  may  appear,  wat 
•  power  does  not  exist  at  present.  Magis- 
trates have  abused  their  trust,  burgesses 
have  appealed  to.  courts  of  law:  but 
itidges  have  lamented, .  and  still  mty 
lament,  that  they  have  nc  power  to  at- 
ford  a  remedy.  A  case  of  this  nature 
was  brought  before  the  committee,  re- 

rrding  toe  burgh  of  Inverury,  in  which 
was. decided  by  a  court  of  law,  as  one 
of  our  reports  states,  that  **  the  com- 
pkiners  were  not  entitled  to  maintain 
any  action  of  this  nature  against  the  ma- 
gistrates, however  culpable  and.negli^^t 
their  management  of  the  property  of  the 
borgh  might  have  been.''. 
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I  am  aware,  Sir^  that  I  am  bound  to 
presume  the  members  of  this  House  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the 
three  reports,  and  of  the  evidence  at* 
tached  to  them ;  I  am  also  bound  now 
to  address  the  House  under  that  pre* 
sumption,  while  I  cannot  dispel  from  my 
mind  a  doubt,  whether  any  of  those  who 
hear  me,  and  who  will  vote  upon  my 
motion  this  night  (except  the  members 
of  the  several  committees),  have  read  a 
page  of  either  reports  or  evidence.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  inform  those  who 
have  not  read  them,  even  at  the  hazard 
of  wearying  those  who  have,  I  must 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  extracts  on 
the  most  material  points.  If  the  House 
accede  to  my  motion,  the  details  I  am 
about  to  ^e  will  very  much  assist  its 
jud^ent  m  estimating  the  evils  eoo- 
plamed  of,  and  in  discovering  a  remedy; 
1^  on  the  other  hand,  the  House  shall 
refuse  my  motion,  that  refusal  will  not 
have  been  made  by  them  wholly  in  the 
dark.  •  In  either  case,  too,  I  shall  have 
discharged  an  important  duty.  I  shall, 
now,  therefore,  refer  to  the  reports  in  the 
order  of  time  in  which  they  were  made^ 
and  read  a  few  sentences  from  eadi. 

The  report  of  179S,  after  giving  a  sketdi 
of  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  royal 
burghs,  and  the  modes  of  their  elections^ 
proceeds  to  notice  setts  and  self-electioo. 
^*  By  the  two  acts  of  parliament  of  1469, 
and  1474,  a  principle  of  self-election  ap« 
pears  to  have  been  introduced.  Further^ 
this  principle  appears  to  pervade  all  the 
present  setts,  except,  perhaps,  three.''  In 
this  same  page,  in  order  to  show  what  utt» 
dection  is,  it  is  called  **  perpetuating  the 
power  of  leading^men  in  council.*'— p.^  18« 
This  report  observes,  that— <<  Before  the 
new  system  of  burgh  government  was  in- 
troduced by  the  act  of  1469,  there  is  no 
instance  of*^  any  complaint  that  electiona 
had  been  made  by  partiality  or  master- 
ship."—p.  20.  Again:— '<  It  does  not 
appear  to  your  committee  that  any  of  the 
setts,  except  Aberdeen,  and  perbapa 
Cupar,  and  one  or  two  more,  are,  accord* 
ing  to  the  acts  of  parliament,  motioned 
in  the  papers  produced.'  Neither  do  tbey 
topear  to  be  in:  conformity  with'  WM 
barters ;  and  it  ia  evident,  that  neither  in 
the  acts  of  parliament,  nor  in  the  charters^ 
IS  there  any  foundation  or  authority  for 
many  of  the  local  usages  that  have  been 
introduced  respecting  the-  modea  of 
election  in  particular  btirghs."--p.  I& 
Other    irreguUirities   a^    DOtioed-**;|nd. 
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ftatsdt  regar dbg  the  cess,  or  hmd  taz»  in 
these  woras  >*— **  No  less  a  sum  of  extra 
exaction  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  from 
tirentj-nine  of  thesixtj-six  royal  burghs, 
than  12,836^  16t«  i|(/.,  or  near  one- 
third  of  the  whole  sum  payable  to  go- 
^erwDcbt  from  those  twenty«nine  burghs. 
This  extra  ekaciion  is  not  carriea  to 
the:  account  of  the  revenue.*' — p.  18. 
The  same  report  proceeds  to  notice  the 
depredations  on  the  common  property  of 
She  borghs : — *«  Your  committee  have 
Iboad  it  impossible  to  make  any.  general 
and  accurate  state  of  the  transactions 
respecting  the  alienation  of  the  lands.'* — 
p.  %.  ••  Two  facts  appear-— that  the 
nwgistrates  and  councils  possess  the  power 
ef  neRingand  aKenattng  the  common  lands 
of  the  burghs,  granted  to  the  burgesses 
by  their  cmrters,  or  purchased  with  their 
cemmon  monies,  property  or  revenues; 
and  that  this  power  niay  be  exercised  in 
any  manner  the  magistrates  and  council 
think  proper."-^  23.  - ««  The  amount,  it 
is^  added,  of  tne'  piices  of  the  lands 
alienated,  in  those  burghs  whicfa  have  sold 
lands  sinee  the  Union,  so. far  as  stated  fin 
theretums,  may  amount  to  about  100,000*'' 
.Such  are  a  few  of  the  facts  detaBed  by 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  House, 
which  satin  1793,  and  which  report  was 
referred  to  all  the  three  committees,  which 
have  sat  upon  the  same  subject,  during 
the  last  three:  sessions,  to  sM  their  in- 
vestigations. 

And,  now,  •  upon  a  review  of  the  whole 
flUitter^-4md  of  Che  whole  evidence,  given, 
as  it  was,  by  some  witnesses,  with  a  re«- 
Ittctaace  and  hesitation, -and  evfea  pievar 
noatioo,.qoite  ceavincmg-*-]  think  I  may 
veatureto  say,?  that  thera  is  no  mode  of 
msmanagementv  no  ferm  of  abuse,  no 
•peoiea  of  neglect,  no  aspect  of  deltn- 
qoe&oy^  which  may  not  be  found  exem- 
fXi%i$a  in  practical  detail  in  ode  of  these 
ipur  reports :  there  is  to  be  found  .within 
them  every  kind  of  omission  andVooovBiis- 
sioo,  which 'the  tiatureofa  cleds-burgh 
iystem  of  selfHslection  oas  geoefaie,  or 
accused  of.-  Fancy  ilself  may 
at  large  through  their  pages,  in 
b  of  any  suppoasUe  delinquency, 
and  be  gratified;  every  sort  of  4aste  £br 
nisrule  nay  there  be  suited ;  and  every 
Mppmationthat  lever  was  made  or  ima* 
gtaed  on  a  rotten. burgh,  will  thel«find 
aa  actif  e,  nourished,  uncontrollable  exist* 
eace;  nay  more,  not  only  existence^  but 
a  vigorous  self-propag<ition^  by  me^ia  of 
the  self-election  pnnciple.    This .  puMre, 

VOL.  VT. 


Sir,  iif  not  overcharged,  but  is  drawn  from 
life.  Nor  have  the  evils  and  injuries  of 
this  system  of  misrule  been  confined  to 
the  mere  concerns  of  the  burgh  in  which 
they  have  any  or  all  of  them  prevailed ; 
but  has  extended  itself  to  charitable  insti- 
tutions, to  infirmaries,  to  hospitals,  and 
other  receptacles  of  misery  and  of  want ; 
many  of  which  have  been  placed  under 
the  management  of  official  persons,  within 
each  bui^h,  in  perpetuity  of  succession. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  read  the 
evidence  on  this  last  point,  in  regard  to 
the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  not  feel  the 
truth  of  these  observations ;  and  equally 
impossible  to.  deny  that  this  evil,  as  well 
as  that  of  internal  grievances,  proceed 
mainly  from  the  same  fruitful  source  of 
nMSchief— self-election.  Other  examples 
in  other  burghs,  and  also  in  regard  to 
other  matters,  may  be  pointed  out,  to 
illustrate  this  general  position,  and  to 
justify  the  universal  complaint  of  all  the 
bui^hs,  and  their  general  concurrence  in 
asking  for  the  same  remedy. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  a  few 
sentences  in  tne  other  reports,  which 
justify  and  confirm  the  statements  I  have 
made ;  and  I  will  mention  the  species  qf 
abuse  or  mismansgement,  and  the  pa^e^ 
of  the  report  I  refer  to,  without  quotmg 
the  entire  passages.  In  the  report  qf 
1819,  the  principle  of  self-election,  acting 
in  perpetuity,  is  first  exhibited;*  thea 
follows  the  imputation  of  ignorancef  in 


:  *  1.  <<  Jt  appears  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  F.  Howden,  Mr.  J.  Spittall,  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Henderson,  all  of  whom  have 
been  Members  of  the  town  council  (of 
Edinburgh),  that,  according  to  the  pre<- 
,sent  constitution,  those  who  have  OQi:e 
obtaiaed  a  majority,  have  the  means  ie 
their  power  of  securing  the  re-election  of 
themselves  and  their  friends  in  perpetual 
and  that  this^has  in  fact  takod  place  ever 
since  these  witnesses  have  been  acquainted 
wUh  It.''— P.  9. 

t «'  The  mode  in  which  the  books  of 
the  citv  have  been  kept,  and  their 
(oonQcil)  ignorance  of  the  true  state  of 
its  revenues  and  expenditure,  may  serve 
to  account  for  the  present  situation  pf  its 
.afiiiirs.:  No  book  eithibiting' an  account 
of  the  debts  of  the  city,  or  of  its  property^ 
ec  of  its,'nett  retenue,  or  of  the  necessary 
.annual  ci^rges  on  the  revenue  \  or  of  the 
comparatire  ^mountof  annual  ex  pendi ture 
and  revenue,  has  ever  been  kept,  &q2* 
--P.ia.' 
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the  members  of  coundl  (of  Edinburgh j 
of  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  dre  city.  Sraoi- 
lar  irregularity  in  the  council  of  Abek^- 
clecn.*  Profusionf  of  cotmctl  of  Aber- 
fleeri,  and  a  fratidulent:):  attempt  to  make 
the  community  liable  for  the  debts  hi^ 
curred.  Bankrubtcy^  of  Aberdeen  coun- 
cil declared,  and  the  concern  delivered 
over  to  truistees.  Next  follows  improvi- 
dent alienation  11  of  the  tdwn's  property, 
and  the  melancholy  fact  of  all  die  chari- 
table institutions  of  Aberdeen  being  in- 
volved in  the  town's  insolvency.^  Again, 
the  debt**  of  the  town  w4s  stated  annually 
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*  ««  Mr.  Hardie,  t^o  has  acted  as 
chamberlain  since  1812,  neither  received 
any  books  of  the  cash  transactions  of 
Aberdeen  from  his  predecelisor^— noir  ever 
saw  any  sufch."— P.  21. 

-f  <<  In  1816,  the  stim  of  59,000^.  htod 
been  borrowed  to  pay  Inter^t  alone  on 
the  debts  contracted,  add  thb  amount  of 
debt  for  the  new  streets  #as  then  171 ,000^ ; 
while  the  revenue  from  them  to  meet  the 
interest  on  that  sum,  was  otfly  2,789/., 
leaving  an  annual  accomtitating  deficiency 
of  5,778/.  All  tbfs  expenditure  was  in- 
curred without  informm^  the  burgesses 
or  inhabitants,  or  ever  calKng  on  thefti  to 
sanction  it,  although  they  considered  them 
liable  for  the  debt. 

X  "  And  in  1817,  provost  Haddeo,  for 
the  first  time,  recorded  the  resolutions  of 
the  inhabitants  of  1799,  as  a  probative 
writ  in  the  sfaeriflTs  court  bodes ;  in  order, 
If  possible,  to  establish  tbtt  Kability ! ! !" 
—P.  22. 

§  <<  In  consequence  of  this  (bank- 
ruptcy), the  treasurer,  magistrates,  and 
town  Council,  and  new  street  trustees, 
made  over  aH  the  property,  feu«duties, 
and  funds  under  tbeir  diarge,  to  trustees, 
for  payment  of  the  treasurer's  creditors." 
—P.  23. 

n  <<  With  respect  to  the  property  of 
the  burgh,  which  is  denominated  common 
good.  The  fishings  of  the  Dee  and  Don, 
'now  producing  about  10,00(M.  a-yiear, 
hav6  beisn  alienated  fbr  an  annual  feir- 
duty  of  27/.  7«.  8c?«;  now  payable  to  the 
trustees  for  the  creditors  of  the  bmrgh.^' 
—P.  28. 

f  «  Mr.  Hardie,  the  diamberlain,  states, 
that  there  is  not  one  charitable  institution 
tinder  the  management  of  the  town  coift»- 
cil,  whose  fun£  have  not  bifren  lent  to 
the  treasurer,  and  imrohred  in  the  town's 
msolvenoy.**— .p.  2*. 

♦•  "  It  appears,  from  Mr.  Hardie's  evK 


t6  the  btirglBsses^  from  180Q  to  1812,  tft 
the  sum  of  about  6,000/.,  when  it  amounted 
in  fiict  to  150,000/. ;  and  this,  with  the 
connivance  of  the  magistrates ;  and  then 
follows*  illegal  and  fraudul^t  asaessraetic 
by  order  df  the  council. 

I  have  already  said.  Sir,  that  I  iesputo 
these  instances  of  flagrant  abuse  of  powttt 
rather  to  the  system  of  self-eiecttoni  than 
to  the  guilt  of  individuals.  And  this  o(^- 
nion  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
delinquents^themsehres,  who  were  pleased^ 
on  retiring  from  office^  to  conipose  and 
record  the  foMowiag  deelaration :— ^  In 
justice  to  themselves,  however,  they  (the 
magistrates  and  counetlj),  are  desirous  if 
phwe  upon  record  their  sentiments  and 
opinions  in  reference  to  some  of  the 
various  topics  arising  out  of  the  eosbar- 
rasfcroents  of  the  city  treasury.  Thejr 
here,  therefore,  reiterate  their  decided 
ophrioD,  tbat  the  present  mode  of  election 
of  the  council,  and  manageiBent  of  the 
town's  afthrs,  are  radically  defective  and 
imm^ovident)  tentinig  to  givia  to  any  indt- 
vtdual  or  party  #ho  hmy  be  so  inciinedv 
an  eaoesstve  and  unnatural  preponde*- 
raaee,  nod  to  foster  and  encomge  t 
ay  stem  of  secrecy  and  concealment^  ^ioA^ 


denoe,  that  these  statements  ^to  the  bur- 
gesses «t  ammal  courts  at  MidiaelmasI 
as  long  as  he  can  remeinber,  never  dii 
oxhibit,  akid  never  weroreaHy  intended 
to  exhibit,  a  statement  of  the  moner 
alrfra  of  the  town.  In  1810  the  debt  is 
stated  to  amount  in  wliole  to  6,874<i, 
when  It  really  was  140,000^.,  cfr  150,000f. 
And  in  1818,  and  following  yams,  till 
1817»  the  debt  was  eiriuded  from  the 
statement  altogether  by  the  chamberhdn 
and  anffistrates:  because,  as  Mr.  Hardie 
sti^tcis,  he  considered  there  was  as  mudi 
pn^vie^  in  exdudiag  the  debt  alto^ber, 
as  m  Mating  it  to  amount  in  whole  to 
6,80M.,  when  in  Act  it  amovnted  t6 
150^00M."— P.  25. 

«  ^in  that  year  (1812)  the  atent 
Hiastwi,  i|q>dioted  by  tho  cdoneil,  re^ 
toed^o  assess  more  thdn  was  authorized 
by  act  of  parliament;  and  the  towa 
couQcUt  aftar  consohiog  their  asrfessosv 
who  waa  of  opinion  the  tax  vws^llegali 
diseooiiniied  it  till  the  psesont  jmr,  when 
thajr  have  again  dhreotod  nearly  200/*  to 
be  levied  more  than  the  stilt  ate  aothorisea^ 
akbough  the  town  clerk  says,  ho  brooglift 
tho  Msesior'^opinidn  'before  the  counett 
Irt  tho  tieott  sueh  directioM  wett^^gHwn.*' 
^Pi28. 
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viii(A  |ht  molt  upright  and  best  iuteiw 
tioDCMl  nagittrates  may  not  be  able  to 
tcquife  that  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
■tuation  of  the  borghy  which  is  requisite 
fiur  the  administration  ofitsaffiurs.  The 
aiibscrib^  are  ther^ore  of  opinion,  that 
amne  change  ou^t  to  be  effected  in  the 
QMBner  of  c^cting  the  council,  and  an 
•fcctual  control  given  to  the  citizens 
Of  er  the  expenditure  of  the  towa'^  office-* 
beaaers."— P.  27.  Whether  this  deckra- 
tioo  proceeded  from  a  sense  of  shame  at 
their  own  misdeeds,  or  from  a  desire  to 
warn  their  successors,  and  thus  benefit 
the  communit^r  o\rer  which  tliey  had  pre- 
sided so  unworthily,  I  cannot  pretena  to 
say;  but  it  exhibits.  Sir,  a  remarkable 
contfffst  between  their  opinions,  as  men, 
and  their  conduct,  as  magistrates. 

The  same  report  exhibits  gross  irregu- 
larities in  the  burgh  of  Dundee,  and  a 
*«  defieetiYe  state  of  all  the  public  esta^ 
Uishments."  But  the  most  remarkable 
p^int  in  evidence  regarding  this  burgh,  is. 
Chat  the  magistrates  and  council,  most 
beaourahly  and  creditably  to  themseWes, 
in  1317,  concurred  with  the  burgesses  in 
aieasuree  for  the  alteration  and  improve- 
ment of  the  sett.*     In  the  burgh  of  Dua- 


*  M  The  magistrates  and  council,  pre- 
■nsing  that  the  numbers  and  high  respect- 
ability of  the  gentlequen  who  had  signed 
petitions  for  an  amelioration  of  the  sett, 
obviated  every  doubt  as  to  the  unanimity 
•f  the  town ;  and  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  town  demanded  a  much  greater 
ehaifge  than  the  petitioners  had  asked; 
passed  an  unaniinous  resolution  to  api^y 
m  oonjunctioo  with  the  burgesses,  for 
such  a  sett,  or  municipal  constitution  for 
Dundee,  as  the  king  in  council  had  grant* 
ed  to .  Montrose.  Doubts  being  after- 
wards raised,  whether  a  ch^ge  to  that 
extent  could  be  obtained,  except  by  the 
authprity  of  parliameat,  the  town  council, 
^uilJvy,  trades,  and  burgesses,  uniting 
m  Alieir  appiication,  obtained  from  the 
coovfBntion  of  royal  btirghs,  the  partial 
improvementakeady  mentioned,  by  which 
three  oat  of  the  twenty-one  meipbers  of 
oounetl  are  annually  elected  by  the 
Guildry,  and  the  trajdes.  Mr.  Small,  Mr. 
Jobson,  and  provost  Riddoch  aeree,  that 
the  town  requires  and  would  be  benefited, 
by  astill  more  extensive  dumge.  Provost 
Kiddooh,  in  particular,  closes  his  evidence 
by  declaring^  on  mature  conjiideration, 
and. after  an  experience  of  forty  years,  it 
is  his  decided  opinioQ„  that  a  l^islative 


fiermline  the  system  of  self-election  is 
stated  to  be  so  strong  apd  inveterate,  that, 
<<  although  the  whole  of  the  incorporated 
trades  and  guildry  were  united  against  the 
present  party,  they  would  not  be  able  to 
make  any  impression  upon  their  power." 
— P.SS*  It  appears,  also,  that  in  this 
burgh  the  amount  of  cess  levied  was 
greater  for  many  years  than  was  paid  to 
government;  and  also,  *<  that  notwith- 
standing the  heavy  amount  of  cess  thus 
levied  on  the  communis,  there  is,  at  this 
moment,  no  leas  than  nipe  years  of  cesa 
due  to  the  Bxchequer."— P.  S3*  In  ono 
return  to  an  order  of  the  committee,  the 
magistrates  themselves  observe,  <•  It  is 
not  easy  to  ascertain  with  accuracy,  the 
exact  periods  when,  and  for  what  pur- 
poses, the  debts  were  incurred." — P.  34^. 
Abuses  ate  next  noticed  as  to  leases  of 
the  town's  property.  <*  This  is,  indeed, 
usually  let  by  public  roup,  or  auction ; 
but  the  lessees  being  generally  members 
of  council,  the  terms  of  the  original 
agreement  are  a&erwards  so  modifi^  in 
their  favour,  as  to  make  the  transaction 
wholly  different*  From  this  system  of 
favoritism  it  appears  in  evidence,  that  in 
one  extensive  farm,  let  to  a  member  of 
council,  the  town,  instead  of  receiving 
rent,  was,  at  the  end  of  tlie  lease,  rather 
a  loser  by  the  transaction."— P.  35. 

The  Report  of  1820  discloses  that^  in 
<<  the  burgh  of  .Cupar,  in  Fife,  seats  in 
council.had  been  frequently  bought  and 
sold ;  and,  that  the  system  of  uternate 
election  and  re-election  between  indi« 
viduals,  by  bargain,  in  continual  success 
sion  to  each  other  prevailed  there  among 
the  merchant  councillors,  was  admitted, 
by  the  parties  to  such  proceedings.*' — P. 
5.  The  several  distinct  resolutions  of 
the  committee,  detailed  at  the  conclusion 
of  that  report  (of  1820),  affirm  the  gene- 
ral tenor  of  the  allegations,  and  establish 
many  of  the  complaints  of  the  petitioners, 
among  which,  not  the  least  mischievous, 
is,  <<  uie  secrecy  with  which  all  the  pecu- 
niary transactions  of  the  councils  are  ge- 
nerally conducted."— P.  7. 

The  report  of  1821  was  not  written  or 

E reduced,  as  the  former  ones  had  been, 
y  mvself,  as  chairman ;  but  was  com- 
posed  |ind  produced  during   my   short 

enactment  to  enable  the  burgesses  of 
Dundee  to  choose  their  own  magistrates, 
would  give  general  satbfaction,  and  be  a 
^^^  great  benefit  both  to  the  town  and 
country."— P.  31. 
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absence  from  that  committee.  It  was 
drawD  up  and  supported  bj  those  mem- 
bers, who  had  not  only  difl^red  with  me 
invariably  in  the  whole  progress  of  the 
inquiry,  but  who,  most  of  them,  had  also 
originally  opposed  any  inquiry  at  all.  I 
cannot,  mdeed,  but  regard  that  report  as 
meagre  and  defective ;  it  gives  rather  the 
apeculative  opinions  of  the  members  of 
that  committee,  than  executes  the  orders 
af  the  House,  by  collecting  evidence  and 
detailing  information.  The  system,  in- 
deed, of  votmg  opinions  without  evi- 
dence—and that,  too,  after  having  re- 
fused to  admit  parole  evidence^  was  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  by  the  majority  of 
ihit  committee,  that  from  this  and  other 
causes,  two  of  its  members,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed — two  of  my  most  zealous 
supporters— withdrew  from  the  committee 
in  a  very  early  stage  of  its  labours; 
This  report  is  valuable,  however,  as  af- 
fording the  testimony  of  my  opponents, 
that  the  case  I  undertook  to  prove,  is 
fully  established ;  and  I  complain  of  it, 
rather  for  its  omissions,  than  its  commis- 
sions. That  report  states,  that  previous 
to  the  Union  •*  it  was  necessary  that  the 
magistrates  and  officers  should  be  persons 
residing  within  the  burgh."—- P.  5.  I  ask 
here.  Sir,  does  this  necessity  now  exist  i 
And  will  the  intended  bill  of  the  lord  ad- 
vocate either  enforce  such  residence,  or 
remedy  the  want  of  it  ?  The  evils  of 
Bon-residence  are  stated  most  forcibly  in 
this,  the  report  of  mj  opponents.  Its 
words  are :  <<  In  many  instances,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  ussge  exceeding  a  period 
of  forty  years,  residence  has  become  no 
longer  a  requisite  in  the  choice  of  ma- 

§i8trates«  and  other  officers  bdonging  to 
cotch  burghs.  The  consequence  of  this 
may  easily  be  imagined.  Persons  holding 
offices  in  burghs,  and  not  residing  in  the 
vicinity,  can  neither  be  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  actual  management,  nor 
have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  abuses. 
This  seems  fully  illustrated  by  the  cir- 
cumstances in  proof,  regarding  the  burgh 
of  Inverury.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  instances  of  mis-management, 
which  are  there  established,  ever  could 
have  taken  place,  had  the  chief  magis- 
trate been  resident  in  the  town,  or  its 
immediate  neighbourhood." 

And  now,  Sir,  at  the  dose  of  the  quo- 
tations I  have  made— and  if  the  House 
will  go  into  a  committee,  I  shall  be  able 
to  make  ten  times  as  many  of  the  same 
tenor  and  import— I  v.Qitture  to  main- 
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tain,  that  the  four  reports  are  in  perfect 
consistency,  however  they  may  differ  io 
force  of  evidence,  or  minuteness  of  detail  ( 
that  they  all  four  confirm  and  corroborate 
each  other;  and  that  they  fully  and 
firmly  establish  the  truth  of  the  petitions^ 
and  the  strength  of  the  case.  It  moat 
be  obvious  to  every  one  who  bean  mey 
that  the  substance  and  detail  of  these 
four  reports  can  only  be  properly  exa- 
mined in  a  committee  of  the  whol^ 
House,  agreeably  to  my  motion.  And 
if  they  are  not  to  be  so  examined,  1  ask, 
what  is  to  become  of  them  ?  Are  they 
to  be  no  more  heard  of?  Will  the 
House  act  so  inconsistent  a  part,  as  to 
appoint  three  committees  in  three  suc- 
ceeding sessions,  receive  three  reports^ 
order  them  all  three  to  be  printed,  and 
then  never  notice  them  more  ?  The  bill 
of  which  the  lord  advocate  has  given  no- 
tice, relates  to  one  point  only  of  all  the 
mass  of  evidence  which  has  been  dis- 
closed ;  at  least,  the  notice  he  has  given, 
mentions  no  other  object  of  his  intendod 
bill,  than  regulating  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting, and  preventing  undue  expen- 
diture in  the  burghs ;  and  such  was  the 
sole  object  of  tlie  bill  proposed  by  bia 
predecessor.  I  shall,  probably,  hear  ^hia 
night,  in  answer,  as  I  have  so'often  heftrd 
in  the  committee,  that  chartered  rights 
must  not  be  infringed,  and  the  act  of 
Union  must  not  be  violated.  These  tw« 
objections  liave  always  been  urged  by 
my  opponents,  as  an  insuperable  bar  to* 
any  interference  with  self-electioo.  **  By 
the  21  St  article  of  this  Union  it  is  pro-^ 
vided,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  ot  the 
royal  burghs  in  Scotlsnd,  as  Uiey  now 
are,  do  remain  af^er  the  Union,  and  not- 
withstanding thereof.''  I  deny  that  the 
act  of  Union,  or  chartered  rights, .  form- 
any  valid  impediment  to  the  measures  I 
would  recommend ;  avowing  as  I  now  do, 
and  always  have  done,  that  I  can  propose 
or  imagine  no  remedy  to  the  evils  of  this 
case,  of  which  some  modification  of  the 
self-electing  system,  does  not  form  a  part. 
Some  change  in  that  monstrous  and 
noxious  principle  must  form  the  ground-^ 
work  of  any  measure  that  would  satisfr 
me,  or  satisfv  the  burgesses  of  Scotland. 
But  in  order  to  demolish  these  two  ob-. 
jections,  I  have  only  to  refer  to  another- 
part  of  tliis  very  report,  in  which  they 
are  represented  to  be  so  formidable.  At 
the  ninth  page  is  this  sentence :  **  They 
(the  committed)  beg,  at  the  outset,  to. 
declare,  that  if  it  appeared  to  them  to  be^ 
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imfKmM9UiMpjp]y  an  vde^te  remedy 
to  admitted  grietancesy  without  recom- 
mending to  fundamental  a  change  in  the 
law  and  practice  of  the  Scottit>h  burghs ; 
(as  any  change  in  the  system  of  self-^ 
deccion)  they  would  hare  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  adopting  the  proposed  plan,  or  any 
other,  even  of  a  more  extensive  nature, 
thai  might  have  been  demanded  by  the 
fMressing  exigency  of  the  case."  By  this 
sentence  the  righu  and  privileges  of  the 
Scotch  bui^hs,  under  the  Union,  are  ad- 
nutted  to  be  not  impregnable ;  and  the 
question  is  placed  on  the  footing  1  have 
always  wished  to  place  it,  on  the  **  exi- 
gency of.  the  case."  Again,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  with  reference  to  the  inviolability 
of  the  Union,  I  asust  observe^  that  the 
•rtiole  immediately  preceding  the  one 
footed,  bears  that  «<  All  heritable  offices, 
superiorities,  heritable  jurisdictions,  &c» 
&c.,  foe  reserved  to  the  owners  thereof, 
as  r^ts  of  property,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  laws  of 
Scotlaod,  notwithstanding  this  treaty." — 
Art.  90.  of  5  Ann,  c.  8.  It  is  almost  su- 
p«rflooas  to  add,  that  these  heritable  ju- 
risdictions, so  reserved,  were  wholly 
abolished  by  20th  Geo*  2nd,  c  43* 

The  plea,  or  rather  pretext,  of  char- 
tered rights,  is  still  more  weak  and 
flimsy.  The  riffhts  that  were  given  to 
each  royal  borgh  by  charter,  have  been 
so  invaded  by  power— -so  fKttercd  away 
by  changes— -and  casualties  unexplained 
—and  so  deasolished  by  srstematic  abuse 
—that  scarce  a  vestige  of  the  rights  con- 
veyed by  original  charter  remains  now  to 
any  of  the  burghs.  But  to  whom  were 
those  righu  originally  granted  ?  Not  to 
a  junto  of  self-elected  magistrates;  no* 
nor  to  magistrates  and  council,  however 
unobjectionably  elected — but  to  the  bur- 
geasesaad  inhabitants,  or  to  merchants, 
burgesses,  and  community;  as  the  report 
of  179S  has  satisfactori^  established. 
Again ;  what  has  been  the  modern  treat- 
ment of  these  chartered  rights,  unassaila- 
ble as  they  are  represented  to  be  ?  Thej 
have  been,  frequently,  altered  and  modi- 
fied by  the  Crown— -altered  and  modi- 
fied, more  frequently,  by  the  convention 
of  royal  burghs— 4md  altered  and  invaded, 
and  subverted,  not  frequently,  but  con- 
stantly and  ^tematically,  by  the  mi^ts- 
Vraim  and  councils  themselves.  Instances 
of  these  alterations  of  the  setts  by  the 
Crown,  and  by  the  convention  of  burghs, 
«e  given  in  the  reports— and  alteration 
py  abuse  is  a.  power,  always  operating^ 


rareljr  failing,  and 'never  controlled.  Nay, 
Sir,'  the  law  itself  condescends  to  lend  its 
aid  to  this  power.  Abuse  of  forty  jrears 
existence  is  declared  by  law  to  be  valid, 
under  the  name  of  usage ;  so  that  forty 
years  of  successful  wrong,  perpetrated  by 
those  who  are  appointed,  or  rather,  who 
appoint  themselves,  to  be  the  guardians 
and  protectors  of  the  privileges  and  in* 
terests  of  the  burghs,  is,  by  law,  made  to 
constitute  risht. 

I  earnest^  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  pretext  of  chartered  rights, 
as  it  is  now  practically  applied,  or  misap* 
plied,  to  this  case.  It  is  said  **  chartered 
rights  are  sacred"— yet  the  Crown  msy; 
and  does  alter  them— yet  the  conTcntion 
of  burghs  may,  and  does  alter  them — ^yel 
usage,  that  is  forty  years  abuse,  may,  and 
does  alter  them — and  is  valid  againit 
original  setts,  as  first  established — against 
chartered  rights,  as  granted  or  renewed 
— and  against  acts  of  parliament,  however 
framed— that  is,  against  law  itself. — And, 
while  this  facility  of  alteration  is  blazoned 
to  our  sight,  to  effect  the  stability  of 
abuse,  the  legislature,  the  supreme  autho- 
rity of  the  state,  acting  by  its  triple 
check  of  three  estates,  after  universal  pe- 
titioning frbm  the  burgesses— after  inves- 
tigation  by  three  committees — it  cannot,  it 
is  said,  attempt  any  alteration  of  this  self- 
electing  system,  *<  without  making  a  dfln« 
gerous  precedent''*  Can  such  preposter* 
ous  arguments  prevail  with  this  House  i 

And  be  it  remembered  always,  that 
these  unalterable  chartered  rights  have 
been  firetted  and  fritterred  awaj  by  the 
aheratfoBS  of  systematic  abuse,  till  scarce 
a  wreck  of  the  original  setts  is  left  behind. 
It^  reminds  me  of  the  school-bov's  diffi*- 
culty,  whedier  a  ship  which  had  been  da- 
maged and  refitted  till  not  a  plank  of  the 
original  vessel  remained,  could  properly 
be  called  the  same  ship  or  another. 

But  the  injustice  and  outrage  upon  the 
burghs,  by  this  facility  of  change  by 
abu8e-*-and  immunity  trom  change,  bjr 
the  legislature— will  appear  more  manip* 
fiest  and  more  vexatious,  when  it  is  coupled 
with  the  melancholy  foot,  that  the  laws 
wlilch  have  been  made  for  the  protection 
of  the  burghs  have  been  allowed  to  fall 
mto  abeyance,  till  the  strange  doctrine  of 
Desuetude'hM  rendered  them,  not  only 
inoperative,  but  incapable  of  operation* 
What  can  be;  what  must  be,  the  result,  if 
abuse  is  allowed  to  be  always  in  vigour 
■ . > 

*  Report  of  1821|  p.  8. 
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imd  actifif^,  oavy  tp  b^cooie  nilid, 
(hoogh  spunousi  U^w^^thW^  atatiitelawv 
Iba  corrective,  U  dQome(]>  in  «  few  years» 
to  \>ecome  donpapt  ^d  obiolete  ?  Yet 
au^  i4  xfke  state  of  tbing»-^be  aota  of 
parliaap^ot  for  the  benefit  of  the  burgb» 
lire  ip  de^MeUide,  while  the  abuaet)  for 
their  iojary«  are  in  perpetual  force**  All 
tbese  ai»eriion«  of  mine  I  pledge  myself 
to  proTf ,  if  the  Hoiite  will  go  into  com* 
mittee. 

.  B^U  Sifi  ttren^  as  the  ^aae  is  from 
ths^  i!epoirta»,  in  toyour  of  aomo  reform, 
I  do  not  rely  upon  them  exclusively,  but 
Vieiniiiro  to  appeal  also  to  the  cooimoo 
ppinioo  and  commpn  language  of  all  per* 
Spns  AoquHinted  with  the  internal  myste- 
ries of  a  SiQoui»h  bimh*  Nay»  I  shall 
even  be  glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the 
Ifrd  advocate  bimseUV  as  to  their  purity 
mid  soundness.  I  am  quite  siir^,  that  i 
wwld  wilUngiy  submit  the  decision  of  this 
matter,  to  aay  twelve  geotlemeo  taken 
froc^  itk^  opposite  side  of  the  House,  if 
that  demsion  wero  to  bo  given  under  the 
usual  sanctions  of  the  verdiot  of  a  jury ; 
and  pot,  as  will  be  done  this  n^t,  as  the 
Yote  of  a  political  par(y.  Aod  this  re-* 
QMn4s  me  mso  of  the  nuserabie  feuds  and 
debasif^g  utrMggles,  which  take  place 
^tbio  tbese  theatres  ef  aelf^ieleotion, 
arben  poli|ical»  pr  other  oavses,  stimulate 
another  ikarty /to  ^Mmnt  the  subaenioo 
of  existing  power.  The  means  are  wor- 
thy ^  the  scene  of  aotioo,  and  in  harp 
m«ii)y  with  iU  w^c^  defects.  Some  one 
Huliffidnal  lyxnmavisea  a  treAcherous  sect 
«f  cmnrass  among  aome  of  his  colleagues« 
i^inat  others  of  his  colleagues,  profes- 
sing aU  the  jKvbiie    perfect  ^iklity    to 
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^Bytheaotof  1467#cl08,  itwas  enacu 
ad,  **  tliat  tbeelactionshoddbemadeof  the 
best  and  wxicthiest  mdweUersx>fthe  town." 
By  the  act  of  150S,  c  80-^<  That  all  effi- 
acnif  having  office  of  jurisdiction  within 
bwrghsy  should  be  anmially  changed,  and 
that  none  have  juiisdictton  within  burgh, 
yniaai  ihey  ose  merofaandisd  wilhifl  the 
aame.'^  By  theaot  af  1585,  c.  fi6«^*'  That 
soman,  inline  ^eomiag,  be  chosen  pro- 
vost,. baiUie,joraldermao  into  burgh,  but 
Ibat  tbey  are  busiest  and  substandal  bur- 
gesses, mescbantf ,  and  indweliers  of  said 
burgh."  By  act  of  1609,  c.  S^«  That 
nO'pamoo,  ia  time  coming,  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  provostie,  or  other  magistracy 
within  anjT  bargh,  but .  merchaots  and 
trafficken  inhia>Uiflg  within  the  said  burgh 
allenarly^an^  no  omer.?  . 


their  oommon  cause  and  comaMm  iatarui 
eats ;  and  having  axteoded  hb  snocessfnl 
treachery  through  a  majority  af  his  ooU 
leagues,  on  the  day  of  anaiial  eleetioa, 
when  all  seems  harmony  and  confidence, 
he  springs  his  mine,  avows  his  own  baseness^ 
and  that  of  bis  n^w  converts,  wbo^^thmi 
becoming  a  majoNty-^—dedare  their  votee 
in  fsYour  of  the  new  party,  which  ti«aek« 
ery  has  thus  eoasoltdaied  into  a  new 
council ;  and  which  new  council,  after  a 
few  years  reign  by  this  odious  power  of 
self-eleotioa,  is  doomed  ta  be  displaeecl 
by  the  svne  system  of  fmud,  perfidy,  and 
baseness,  to  which  ito  predecessor  has 
just  fallen  a  victim*  Can  the  lord  advo- 
cate,  or  anj^  man  presest,  contradict  this 
repreaentatioa  of  the  iasenial  struggles  of 
a  Scotch  burgh  ?  or  deny  that  it  is  a  true 
and  fiutbful  picture  of  what  occurs,  aa 
such  occasions  ? 

I  have  already  wearied  the  patience  of 
the  House ;  but  I  must  add  a  few  words 
-^rand  but  a  Cew^-^ upon  the  sabjeot  of  a 
remedy  to  tliis  campiioated  mi&chief.  £ 
must,  hawever,  in  the  fifat  place,  disclaim 
any  inclination  to  those  wdd  aod  exten- 
sive changes,  which  have  been  so  often 
imputed  to  me,  namely,  to  annul  all  tha 
seAts-r-violate  all  the  ciartera— and  wholly 
annihihite,  not  only  the  substance  as  it 
now  exists,  but  every  vestige  af  8elf-«lec- 
tion*  I  have  no  such  views.  Nor  do  I 
believe,  that  any  one  aiember  of  any  one 
of  the  committees,  bad  luiy  such.  M  v  ob- 
ject is,  to  produce  some  oammunity  oS 
loteisest  aod  of  leeling^^and  some  har« 
mony  and  confidence  io  Scotch  burghs-** 
between  those  who  govero,  and  those  who 
are  governed— and,  perhaps,  even  soma 
dependence  of  the  foraier  upon  the  aufn 
frsges  of  the  latter,  for  their  situations  of 
power  and  of  trust.  Notliing  of  all  thia 
csn  be  made  to  subsist  under  the  actual 
system  ot  self-selection.  The  queans  by 
which  I  would  effect  this  change,  routt 
vaiT  in  different  burghs,  owing  to  their 
difierent  si:te  and  populmion ;  ^t  is,  of 
the  materials  of  change.  The  outline  of 
means  would  be,  as  apph*pabie  to  large 
aad  populous  burghs-<*l.  To  restore  tha 
Guildry,  and  to  all/ow  tlie  Guildries  to 
elect  the  dean  of  Guild  aad  a  propoetion 
of  the  town  counciL  2.  To  throw  open 
the  corporations  to  all  persons- of  properly 
or  tenting  houses  to  a  certain  amount, 
and  allow  them  to  elect  their  own  dea«^ 
cons,  without  any  interfei]eade«*4a  alhmr 
and)  deacons  ia  elect  a  proportion  of  tha 
council.  ^»  T9admitthese  twoproporiioas 
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to  elecC  the  Iremtliidef  of  the  council  w** 
iHidlly  I  and  the  wfaolo  coirtetl  to  apjiotot 
the  magistratesw  4b  The  magistrates  to 
go  out  of  office  eVeiy  one,  or  two,  or 
three  yenr^t  bikt  16  be  capable  of  re*elec« 
tion.  I  porposiely  avoid  going  into  mi- 
mrte  detail,  becaase  the  only  proper  time 
for  such  detail  is,  in  eomioiittee  of  the 
whole  House ;  and  if  that  be  granted  to 
my  motion,  I  shall  then  be  prepared  to 
state  my  vie^s  more  roinntelV ;  and  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  also  be  able  to  state 
the  objects  and  provisions  of  his  intended 
bill ;  and  the  House  will  be  able  to  judge 
of,  and  to  appreciate,  what  is  proposM^ 
to  meet  the  case  detailed  in  the  reports. 

Before  I  sit  down,  Sir,  allow  me  to  ob« 
serve,  that  no  tnan  in  this  House  can  be 
more  sensible  than  I  am  myself,  of  die 
various  defects  and  the  numerous  omis- 
sions I  have  been  guilty  of,  in  what  I 
have  now  addressed  to  you.  Much  I  have 
foi^gotten  ;  and  much  I  nave  omitted,  from 
mere  excess  of  matter  contained  in  four 
reports*  I  wish,  however*  to  rest  the 
strength  of  my  idotion — ^e  force  of  my 
claim  to  go  into  cotenittee— not  on  what 
I  have  now  said,  but  on  llie  tenour  and 
substance  of  ^  reports  themselves-^ 
which  must  be  so  considered,  or  not  con* 
sidered  at  all.  The  two  most  material 
omissions  I  have  made,  are  regarding  pdU 
warrants,  and  the  lale  law'-anit  against  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  which  lasted 
three  ^ears,  and  was  tl^n  abandoned  in 
despanr.  The  former  is  of  iotaiense  ioi« 
portanoe  in  itself,  as  well  as  in  its  coose*' 
ituenoes  on  the  bur^  polity-^the  latter  Is 
an  apt  and  appropriate  illustration  of  the 
natui^  and  the  efficacy  of  any  such  re* 
medy  to  the  grievances  complained  of  bj 
tile  burghs.  I  am,  indeed,  more  conscidus 
c€  my  omissions  this  night  thanaoyper* 
aon  who  hears  me,  firom  my  being  more, 
peihaps,  than  anyone,  conversant  with  the 
abuses  oi  the  burgh  system.  Whatever 
may  be  the  efect  of  what  I  have  said,  I 
am  bound  tb  acknowledge,  ifa  justice  to 
the  extensive  interests  far  which  I  am 
speaking,  that  I  have  omitted  ten  ifaiies 
more  than  I  have  stat^d-^and  to  remind 
the  Hons^,  ibat  one  of  the  reasons,  why  I 
ask  fair  a  committee  of  the  #hole  House 
is,  to  supply  those  deficiencies,  and  loob- 
tab,  in  the  onhr  practicable  molle^  a  ftir 
iod  full  hiveBt%aelen  of  the  subjtet*  And 
I  now  imfrfore  the  House,  that  tbey  wtU 
show  such  respect  to  thtoo  oottmittees 
^pointed  by^  its  dwn  orders«*-aad  the 
tkrae  voporU'ttey  bate  produoed^'Asaoli 


Mpei^  to  the  nutadber  and  quality  of  the 
pelitioners«*->and  to  the  importance  of  the 
Aibject,  as  to  git e  to  the  entire  case  a 
fair,  a  jost,  and  impartial  consideration^  i 
moves  Sit*,  "*<  That  this  House  will  reaalv^ 
itself  into  a  Comraitteo  of  the  whole 
House^  upon  the  RotbI  Burghs  of  Sce^ 
land/' 

The  Lord  Advocate  Stated  his  surprise 
at  the  dbnduct  pursued  by  the  noUe  lord. 
Af^er  the  three  vohtminous  reports  of 
three  difinrent  cotanutCees  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  he  bad 
expected  that  the  noble  lord  would  have 
fattewed  one  of  two  courses-^-^ither  that 
he  would  have  brought  forward  some 
specific  remedy  for  the  evis  of  whieh  he 
complained,  in  the  shape  of  a  lexislati^ 
measuk^ ;  or  else^  that  he  woind  havts 
waited  till  he  had  seen  the  bill,  of  whtck 
he  (the  liwd  advocate)  had  given  notice^ 
and  which  the  commiltee  had  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  object  in  view.  Tfai 
nature  of  that  biH  he  was  not  bound  t* 
state  I  but  he  thought  that  the  noble  lord^ 
from  the  recommendation  of  tbe  com^ 
BBittee,  might  have  giueased  thajt  it  was  of 
a  comprehensive  nature,  and  sufficient  ti» 
efbct  a  remedy  for  Iheexistmg  grievances^ 
without  injuring  any  chartered  rights,  «r 
violating  any  article  of  the  Unio»^whicll 
the  reform  proposed  by  tbe  noMe  letfd 
Was  certHinly  calculated  to  do«  He  tnade 
no  scru^e  in  dedariog,  that  las  pimk 
Would  not  alter  the  -constitution  of  tbe 
royal  burghs.  He  thought  it  ri^^  to 
state  it  thus  explicitly,  because  he  cdidd 
not  view  any  akeration  in  the  con^titiAioii 
of  th^m  in  any  other  light  tJhaa  that  of  a 

£liaikientarv  reforta  ^  tbt  horooghs  df 
»tiand.  Such  m  refiinti  might,  or  might 
hot,  be  Tight,  iiut^  at  any  rate  it  ought 
to  be  judged  bv  iu  own  .merits,  and  not 
be  determined  upon  by  a  side  wind» 
That  tiie  noble  lord  bimaelf  eonsidered 
tbe  question  of  burgh  reform  as  caloulatdl 
to  produce  parlimiMtatfy  reform,  wM 
evident  Irbm  many  of  the  steps  wUeh  Irie 
had  taken,  bat  mdre  ^especially  from  this 
**«tfaat  though  there  were  hoth  buiighs  of 
regality  IsbS  haifghs  of  bUrekijf^  whoaa 
internal  govemment  #as  lepletewith  the 
same  abuses  !aa  the  royal  burghs,  tlie 
noble  lord  had  net  attetapted  to  obtaiQ 
Imiy  Irefbrm  In  their  conatitutioo.  AjoA 
uFhat'was  the  I'easaii  for  this  cotaduot^ 
fl&  Would  tdl  the  iHouse  in  4^  few  Woidas 
i^JThe  regfol  h«rghs  (at  least  these  for 
#hiohlhe«KMe  loid'had4iltefeatedrhBlvi> 
seli),  ^r^^miitd  aaatnberh  to  fatfiaWaots 
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idiilst  the  regality  and  barony  burghs  did 
not  enjoy  that  pririlege.  Among  tbete^ 
the  populous  towns  of  Paisley  and  Hamtl- 
ton,  near  to  the  residence  of  the  noblie 
lord,  were  to  be  found;  and. he  would 
siay,  that  the  latter  place  in  particular 
called  for  investigation.  Abuses  prevail- 
ed there,  particularly  as  connected  with 
the  gaols ;  in  which  the  prisoners  were 
exposed  to  the  utmost  misery  and  priva- 
tion. He  was  surprised  that,  in  his  zeal 
for  improvement,  these  things  had  escaped 
the  vigilance  of  the  noble  lord ;  for  he 
■was  sure  they  loudly  called  for  inquiry 
and  for  amendment.  With  the  exception 
of  Edinburgh,  there  was  no  burgh  in 
Scotland  which  gave  its  voice  direcUy  in 
the  election  of  members  of  parliament. 
Four  or  five  persons,  chosen  by  the  res- 
pective councils  of  the  district,  met  to- 
gether in  a  room,  and  settled  who  ihouhl 
be  the  member  of  parliament ;  and,  talk- 
ing of  self-election,  he  might  here  re- 
mark, that  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
was  chosen  in  this  manner.  There  were 
two  deputies  for  him,  and  two  against 
him;  and  he,  by  his  own  casting  vote, 
determined  his  own  election.  An  altera- 
tion, therefore,  in  the  election  of  the 
councils  which  chose  the  electors,  would 
be  in  effect  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
electing  the  members  to  that  House; 
which,  if  it  were  fit  to  do  at  all,  should 
be  done  openly.  As  to  the  mode^  of  pro- 
ceeding m  the  committee,  they  had 
clasdfied  the  grievances  complained  of, 
and  had  selectM  six  of  the  principal  towns 
In  Scotland  to  inquire  into  their  cobcems 
under  those  heads  of  grievance.    As  to 
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was  the  case  as  to  Edinburgh.  *The  ex-' 
|>endlture  might  not  have  been  wise,  but 
It  had  been  applied  to  purposes  of  which 
Scotsmen  were  proud*-to  improvements 
so  great,  that  a  man  who  had  left  Edin- 
burgh for  ten  years  would  not  know  the 
place  again.  The  magistrates  had  spent 
80  or  1(X),00(M.  on  half-a-mile  of  road,  one 
of  the  entrances  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 
—The  committee  had  gone  through  the 
cases  of  the  six  burghs  they  had  selected ;' 
and  they  had  put  the  question  on 
each  of  the  allegations  of  grievance — was 
it  proved  or  no?  and  they  had  decided  in 
each  instance  thatit  was  proved;  so  that  tlie 
committee  thought  it  would  be  mere  waste 
of  time  to  mquire  into  the  case  of  the  other 
burghs;  as  the  full  proof  of  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petitioners  could  only  support 
the  conclusion  the  committee  had  already 
come  to. — But,  in  addttiod  to  the  allega- 
tions of  grievance,  there  were  others  that 
were  matters  of  inference.  The  noble 
lord  and  his  friends  attributed  the  cause 
of  the  grievances  to  the  mode  of  election ; 
the  committee  attributed  it  to  the  want- 
of  the  old  checks  on  burgh  expenditure. 
The  revenues  of 'the  burghs  of  Scotland 
were  grants  of  the  kings'of  Scotland,  and 
there  was  anciently  a  control  over  the 
expenditure  of  them  in'  the  court  of  the 
chamberlain  of  Scotland,  and  afterwards 
in  the  old  court  of  exchequer.  At  the 
time  of  the  Union,  a  new  court  of  exche- 
quer was  established  in  Scotland  on  the 
model  of  the  English  one,  and  there  was 
a  doubt  whether  this  new  court  possessed 
the  power  exercised  by  the  old  one,  and 
they  decided  that  they  had  not.  He  very 
much  doubted  the  validity  of  that  judg- 
nnent;  and  the  more  so,  because  of  an 
elaborate' judgment  delivered  by  the  lord 
ohtef  baron  in  the  last  session,  in  which 
he  affirmed,  that  in  addition  to  the  powers 
similar  to  those  of  the  English  court,  the 
court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland  inherited 
l3)e  power  of  the  ancient  court  in  that 
country.  It  was  better,  however,  to 
avoid  a  law  suit ;  and  one  of*  the  objects 
of  his  bill  was,  to*  make:  this  clear,  and  to 
give.the  power  to  the  court  of  Exchequer. 
This^  check  the  committee  bad  thought 
would  be  e^ctual;  and  they  had  ideo 
thought  that  the  remedy  proposed  by  the 
noble:  lord  would  not  beeTOCtuhl.  The' 
Hohse -should  recollect  that  there  had 
been  an  instance  of  th&  constitution  of  a 
burgh,  that  of  Stirling,  to  which,  whertier. 
properly  or  no^  >  the-^  Grown  had  granted 
the   right    6f  electiilg  the   magistracy; 
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But  wai  that  now  better  than  the  other 
burghg.  A  motion  was  made  in  the  com- 
mittee, to  report  to  the  House  the  com- 
plaints firom  Slirlingt  where  there  was  as 
much  crimination  and  recrimination  as  to 
the  funds,  as  in  any  other  burgh.  With 
this  fact  before  their  eyes,  the  House 
should  not  adopt  a  measure  which  would 
change  the  mode  of  returning  members  to 
that  House,  and  thus  infringe  on  one  of 
the  articles  of  Union.  Not  that  he  con- 
tended, that  the  articles  of  Union  could 
ool;,  be  changed  by  parliament,  but  he 
contended  that  they  should  not  be  touch* 
ed  before  all  other  remedies  for  the  evil 
had  been  tried ;  and  especially  that  re- 
medy which  a  committee  of  the  House 
had  conceifed  would  be  effectual. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  at  that  stage  of  the  de* 
bate  to  correct  several  inaccuracies  in  the 
speech  of  the  learned  lord.  As  the  learn- 
ed lord  had  however  observed,  that  the 
committee  was  unanimous,  that  all  the 
all^atioos  of  the  petitioners  against  the 
abuses  in  the  Scots  burghs. were  fully 
proved,  Jt  was  well  that  the  House  should 
know  what  those  allegations  were.  The 
petitioners  allied,  that  the  magistrates 
were  self-elected  and  irresponsible ;  that 
the  public  property  had  been  wasted  and 
sold  by  them ,  that  the  funds  of  public 
and  private  charities  entrusted  to  them, 
tx  officio,  had  been  seized  and  destroyed. 
AIJ  these  points  the  committee  unani- 
mously agreed  were  fully  proved :  and  it 
also  appeared— though  on  that  point  there 
was  some  difference  of  opinion— that  the 
burgesses  at  large  were  answerable  for 
the  debts  of  the  magistrates;  who  were 
not  however,  responsible  to  them,  and 
who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  refusing  the 
burgesses  any  control  or  interference. 
As  to  the  assertion  of  the  learned  lord, 
that  there  was  only  misconduct  in  money 
matters,  apd  no  cornipt  misapplication  of 
it,  had  he  forgotten  the  case  of  the  pre- 
ttdent  chief  magistrate  of  Inverury,  who 
had  been  prosecuted  for  selling  justice  ? 
He  (Mr.  H.)  had  no  doubt  that  if  they 
had  inquired  into  all  the  sixty  burghs,  in- 
stead of  six,  they  would  have  found 
abuses  in  fifty  of  them.  These  allegations 
had  been  thus  admitted  to  be  proved  by  a 
committee  most  hostile  to  all  reform.  He 
was  sorry  at  the  time  that  his  noble  friend 
had  moved  that  the  jpetitions  of  the  dif- 
ferent bui^hs  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  because  he  vfoa  sure  that  no 
eSectuai  remedy  would  come  from  such  a 
quarter.    He  wotild  b^.  lea^e  to  detail 


to  the  House  what  had  been  the  conduct 
of  the  last  committee.  The  committee 
itself,  after  sitting,  and  debating,  and 
trifling  its  time*  decided  that  it  wasenoush 
for  them  to  affirm  the  allegations  to  be 
proved,  without  inquiring  into  more  than 
the  six  cases ;  yet,  now  having  admitted, 
that  the  whole  of  the  allegations  were 
proved,  and  refusing  to  take  evidence,  as 
superfluous,  the  lord  advocate  now  took 
advantage  of  that  fact  to  assert  that  the 
case  was  not  proved,  that  they  had  a  right 
to  take  advantage  of  the  extent  of  the  ad* 
mission,  as. if  it  had  been  proof.  He 
would  state  an  instance  of  the  disposition 
of  the  committee,  in  their  conduct  to  his 
noble  friend,  who  was  the  chairman.  It 
was  usual  in  all  committees  for  the  chair- 
man to  draw  up  the  report.  ^  His  noble 
friend  had  gone  to  the  north  to  exercise 
his  elective  franchise,  and  the  lord  advo- 
cate and  lord  Binning  had  drawn  up  a 
report.  This  was  on  the  Slst  of  May  ; 
and  his  noble  friend  had  declared,  that 
he  should  have  his  report  ready  by  the 
5th  of  June.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  proposed, 
that  the  decision  on  the  report  should  be 
adjourned,  to  the  next  day  of  sitting,  to 
allow  of  the  return  of  his  noble  friend, 
but  it  was  objected,  that  the  session  was 
comiq|;  to  a  termination  (though  it  had 
then  SIX  weeks  to  sit),  and  the  result  was 
7  to  1  asainst  the  postponement.  He  did 
not  think  that  any  gentleman  would  say 
he  had  acted, unreasonably  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  further  delay.  Yet  this  was 
the  committee  on  whose  report  the  learn- 
ed lord  called  the  House  to  place  confi- 
dence !  He  did  not  believe  that  an  v  other 
seven  members  in  the  House  would  have 
acted  thus,  and  the  value  of  their  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  lord  advocate's  plan  might 
be  gathered  from  this  fact.  He  (Mr. 
Hume)  had  proposed  in  the  committee  a 
resolution,  that  as  under  the  present  sys- 
tem such  abuses  had  prevailea,  it  was  ex- 
pedient that  the  burgesses  should  have  a 
power  of  electing  a  portion  of  the  ma« 
ffistrates,  as  they  were  accustomed  to 
have  before  the  year  1469w  His  noble 
friend  (lord  A.  Hamilton)  had,  when  he 
first  brought  the  sUte  of  the  burghs  be- 
fore the  House,  stated,  that  his  object 
was  not  a  change  in  the  mode  of  return- 
ing members  to  parliament.  He  (Mr. 
H.)  had  admitted  from  the  first  that  his 
encl  was  to  give  the  people  of  tlie  burghs 
a  share  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
House  [Hear,  bear  g.  Why,  if  they 
would  not  begin  in  this  small  way,  what 
2  N 
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^wfoulil  they  say  to  the  cry  of  general  re- 
form, that  was  resounding  through  £ng« 
land  i     He  would  refer  tl^  House  to  the 
protest  of  the  Scots  parliament  on  reli- 
gious toleration^   which  admonished  the 
oppressors  not  to  strain  the  strinss  till 
they  broke.     He  had  no  desire  to  blame 
the  men,   but  the  system.    Whether  it 
would  be  io  his  time  or  no-«wkether  io 
his  quiet  way,  or  by  some  sudden  emer- 
gency— he  was  sure  that  reform  would  be 
effected.    As  to  a  point  mentioned  by  the 
lord  advocate,  he  should  say  a  few  words. 
On  the  27th  of  September,   1815,   the 
council  of  Aberdeen,  on  leaving  office, 
nut  on  their  records  a  declaration,  that 
honest  men  could  not  go  on  under  the 
present  bur^  system;  but  though  they 
oad  thus  vu'tually  declared  themselves 
knaves  (for  they  had  gone  on  fm  jean 
under  the  same  system  under  which  they 
had  declared  that  honest  men  could  not 
act),   his  majesty's  ministers  reinstated 
them.    It  was  said  by  the  learned  lord, 
that  the  town  was  not  now.  a  bankrupt. 
How  did  the  noble  lord  bear  himself  out? 
The  magbt  rates,  on  betng  risinstated,  had 
delivered  over  the  ndude  property  of  the 
town  to  trustees,   for  the  benefit  of  the 
creditors.    What  was  this  but  a  bank- 
ruptcy ?    What  did  a  bankrupt  do  ?    He 
delivered  over  his  property  to  others  to 
administer  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  cre«v 
ditors.    The  trustees,  it  was  true,  had 
acted  very  judiciously,  and  had  been  able 
to  pay  4  per  cent  ^instead  of  five)  on  the 
debts.    Tlie  inhabitants  would  not  «ulure 
that  tlie  magistrates  should  any  lonser  ad- 
minister the  property  which  they  had  so 
much  misappiiedL     Yet  this  was  the  ex- 
ample which  the  learned  lord  gave  of  a 
magistracy  perfectly  competent  to  ma- 
nage their  own  affiurs.    If  any  of  the  im- 
provements which  the  noble  lord  had  talk* 
ed  of  were  visible,  he  should  pardon  the 
waste  of  property.    But  when  be  was  at 
Aberdeen,  he  had  seen  none  of  the  mag* 
nificent    improvements;    ncHhing   but  a 
quay  run  out  into  the  sea,  whidi  every 
day  was  in  danger  of  destruction,   and 
which  the  best-informed  persons  imagined 
threatened  by  being  tlirown  down  by  soma 
heavy  storm,  the  destruction  of  the  na- 
vigation of  the  harbour.    But  this  was 
not  all,  they  had  got  the  funds  of  all  the 
hospitals  and  other  charities  into  their 
hands,  to  the  amount  of  75,000/.  and  had 
squandered    them  away  with  the    rest. 
He  believed,  In  truth,  that  if  the  whole 
of  the  property  of  the  burgh  could  be 
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sold,  k  mi^ht  just  oey  the  dtbtL    But, 
was  it  nothmg  that  the  whcde  of  the  pro* 
perty    of    that    richly-endowed   burgfa^ 
granted  by  the  kings  of  Scotland  ibr  tlie 
perpetual  use  of  the  burgesses,  had  been 
squahdeced,  and  that  it  was  handed  over 
to  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  ? 
If  the  property  had  been  really  expended 
in  improvements  it  should  be  recolleoted 
that  improvements  should  be  proportioned 
to  their  means,  whether  in  a  corporation 
or  m  state.    But  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen were  like  big  majes^'a  ministers,  or 
rather  the  better  of  the  two;  for  the  pro- 
perty of  Aberdeen    would  perhaps,    if 
brought  to  the  hammer,  nay  off  the  debts ; 
but  the  fee-simple  of  this  coontry  cer- 
tainly would  not  equal  the  capital  of  the 
public  debt.    "  Birds  of  a  feather  flocked 
tq^ether,'*    so  that  the   magistrates  of 
Aberdeen  might  calculate  on  the  able 
support  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  and 
their  re-appointment  to  the  magistracy 
after  auch  conduct  was  a  proof  of  the  kind 
protection  afforded  to  tnem  by  govern* 
ment.    Aa  to  Edinburgh,   the  case  was 
pretty  nearly  the  same: — the  property 
was  probably  about  equal  to  the  payinent 
of  the  debts.    This  was  the  sample  of 
the  economy  of  the  burchs  which  the 
learned  lord  had  adduced  I    Now,  what 
remedy    had   his    noble   friend   asked? 
Merely  to  give  thcr  borgessea  the  right 
which  they  had  enjojed  nrom  time  imme- 
morial previously   to  1469*    U  was  re- 
cognised   by    five    or    six    subsequent 
statutes,  and  they  ougkt  to  enjoy  it  in 
their  mode  of  election,   not  only  ror  the 
safeguard  and  due  centre)  of  their  pro- 
perty, but  also  to  secure  a  confidence  in 
the  due  adminisiration  of  justice.    The 
bon.  baronet  j[«ir  G.  Cierk)  might  laogh ; 
but  if  this  reform  took  place,   he  knew 
that  hon.  baronet  wonld  not  make  his  se* 
cend  appearance  there  as  the  representar 
tive  from  his  part  of  the  country.  [A 
laugh,  and  hear.]  It  was  to  be  recollect- 
ed, tiMt  in  the  claim  of  nghu  iA  the  reign 
of  William   and  Mary,    the   abdicated 
family,  among  their  other  crimes,  were 
charged  with  having  deprived  the  bur* 
gesses  of  the  right  of  electing  magistrates. 
It  was  not    to  be    wonderied  that  the 
people  of  the  burghs  were  anxious  on  this 
point;  for,  in  addition  to  the  administra- 
tion of  all  the  property,  the  magittratea 
adfloinistered  justice,  fbr  the  bailies  had 
separate  courts.    He  bad  no  doubt  bii 
majesty's  ministers  would  oppose  such  a 
cbi^e;  for  if  the  people  ImnI  any  share 
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i»  the  electiofif  in  Scotland,   their  majo- 
rities in  that  Hovse  would  not  be  bo  lai^. 
in  ^M  powers  of  election  were  given  to 
the  borgesseit   he  (Mr.  Hume)  was  an 
eoMmple  what  they  would  do.    Thi0  was 
oninods  to   his  majes^'s  ministers   [a 
langh]*  True  it  was*  that  his  predecessor 
sat  for  25  years  behind  the  minlsterB; 
having  fieen  a  proctor  in  the  Commons, 
he  had  obtainea  a  lucrative  office  as  r^ 
gister  in  the  Admin^y  court,  and  having 
had. all  the  odds  and  ends,  was  their  most 
ooBiiaDt  adherent.   But  no  sooner  Was  the 
uuipui  of  election  given  to  the  burgesses 
m  MoDtrose  (for  which  he  thankdl  his 
majesty's  mimstersy^  than  they  pat  that 
gentleman  out  of  the  saddle  and   had 
placed  him   (Mr.  H.)  in  his  place.    It 
was  said^  that  since  the  first  coaanrirtee 
had  sati  some  of  the  burghs  had  a  little 
meadMl their  manners;  but  before  that 
time  the  people  of  Edinburgh  had  never 
been  able  to  get  an  atconnt  of  their  ex- 
penditare,  until  after  the  labours  of  the 
coorarittees  of  1816  and  1817.     They 
only  got  it  when  the  information  couki  be 
no  lOTger  withheld,  just  as  the  noble 
Boarquis  opposite  relinquished  thehorse- 
tex  when  he  ooukl  not  help  it.   in  Glasgow 
a  poblk:  annual  accovuit  was  very  properly 
made  out  and  th^  deserved  cpedit  for 
what  they  had  done  in  that  wa^.    He 
trusted  that  the  House  woald  at  length 
aee  the  justice  of  giving  to  Scotland  some- 
thing  Uke  a  fUr  opportunity  of  choosing 
their  own  magistrates.    There  would  then 
no  longer  exist  private  jobbing  in  the  cor- 
porations, in  whioh  every  man  bad  his 
torn.    They  would  then  hear  no  more  of 
a  member  titing  a  lease  of  town  property 
for  250^  a  year,  and  then  having  it  re- 
datoed  50/.  or  100/.  by  the  release  of  the 
corporation.    The  only  possible  way  of 
preventing  soeh  occurrences  was  to  ac- 
cede to  the  present  ntotion.    The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  saying,  that  what 
tbe  people  of  ScoAand  wanted  was  just 
and  reasonable,   and  that  without  that 
concession  there  would  neither  be  bar- 
many,  nor  ptttC^y  nor  good  management 
in  that  country.    What  the  learned  \oi^ 
gave  them  Was  the  power  bf  going'  to 
mw;.  but  who  was  the  btn^gesa  that  had 
an:  individoa]  interest  to  go  to  that  ex- 
pensive remedy  ?    He  should  therefore 
iopport  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend. 

jLord  Binning  expressed  his  aatisfac- 
ifton  at'  hearing  the  hon.  member  for 
Aberde^  avww>  that  parliamentary  reform 
was  the  real  object  of  the  course  which 


he  took  upon  this  occasion,  and  th^t 
that  measure  should  commence  in  Scot- 
land which  it  was  proposed  to  cxteod 
to  this  country,  and  the  adoption  of 
which  it  was  apprehended  would  lead 
to  the  subversion  of  the  constitution: 
for  such  an  avowal  must  serve  to  put 
those  gentlemen  on  their  guard  who  duly. 
eondderedthe  tendency  and  probable  ef- 
fects of  that  meMure.  He  deprecated' 
the  noble  lord's  proposition  for  inquiry, 
becaaae  he  was  satisfied,  that  if  it  were 
entered  into,  the  itivestigation  would  be 
endless,  especially  with  respect  to  the  vo^ 
luminous  bo6k»  and  accounts  df  the  seve^ 
ral  Soots  burghs.  But  he  thought  itf 
quite  mexpedient  to  adopt  the  noble  I  jrdV 
motion  for  inquiry,  until  the  plan,  which 
the  bill  meotioned  by  his  learned  friend 
would  folly  disclose^,  was-  before  the' 
House;  for  the  provisions  of  that  bill 
might  serve  to  remove  t!ie  CvHs  against 
which  the  noble  mover  so  strongly  pro- 
tested. According  to  t^e  statement 
which  the  House  had  heard  from  hisr 
learned  firiend,  it  appeared  that  by  the^ 
bin  of  his  learned  fViend  all  the  measures 
which  the  noble  mover  had  in  view 
would  be  carried  into  eflect,  with  the 
exception  of  pariiamentaty  reform,  which 
he  trusted  would  always  be  steadily  re- 
sisted by  that  House.  At  all  events,  it 
would  b^ome  the  House  to  abstain  from 
deciding  ih  fhvour  of  the  nobid  load's 
motion,  until  it  was  seen  how  fiir  the  bill 
of  his  learned  friend  extended,  and  Whe- 
ther it  #ould  not  attain  every  object  of 
the  noble  lord  thrat  was  really  desirable. 
But  as  to  the  point  of  reform,  for  i^hich 
the  noble  lord  was  so  anxious,  he  trusted 
that  the  decision  against  it  that  evening 
would  be  carried  by  such  a  majority  as  tty 
satisfy  the  country  that  that  measure 
would  receive  no  countenance  in  parlia- 
ment The  noble  lord  had  adverted  id 
the  articles  of  the  Union ;  but  he  seemed 
to  forget  that  the  adoption  of  his  pro- 
position wouYd  involve  a  direct  violation 
of  those*  articles,  which  were  especiQlly 
framed-  to  defend  the  Scotiidii  people 
against  the  breach  of  their  <^rterc<f 
rights^    The  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen^ 

ior  perhaps  he  should  rather  s^y  fo^ 
iontrose)  had  stated,  that  several  of  the 
Scots  burghs,  and  particularly  those  of 
Aberdeen  and  Edinburgh,  were  in  a  state 
of  bankruptcy,  and  that  they  had  applied 
very  improvidently,  the  poblic  money  en^ 
trwBtod  to  their  rare.  But,  how  could 
such  a  charge  be  applicable,  especially  to 
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ibese  ivo  burghs,  coopering  the  very 
Important  improvemenis  made  in  both  by 
their  respective  co-operatioos,  which  im- 
provements could  only  have  been  made 
from  those  very  public  funds  which  the 
hon.  member  lor  Aberdeen  had  thought 
proper  to  say  were  most  grossly  misap- 
plied ? 

.  Mr*  Kennedy  said,  that  if  the  motion 
were  not  agreed  to,  the  people  of  Scot- 
land would  have  reason  to  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  that  House,  and  of  the 
principles  upon  which  they  acted.  One 
set  of  gentlemen  had  objected  to  this  mo- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  insidiously 
went  to  introduce  the  principle  of  parlia- 
mentsry  reform  into  Scotland.  But  upon 
this  ground,  any  propositioii  of  amend- 
ment might  be  resistea,  as  every  such  pro- 
position must  lead  to  reform.  For  him- 
self, however,  he  was  ready  to  say,  that 
he  should  not  think  any  proposition  of 
amendment  In  Scotland  worthy  of  sup- 
port, that  did  not  tend  to  the  establish- 
ment oi  reform  in  that  country,  where  the 
system  of  popular  representation  was  so 
^regiously  imequal,  that  Edinburgh,  for 
instance,  containing  a  population  of  no 
less  than  120,000  souls,  was  represented 
in  that  House  by  a  member  who  had  only 
nineteen  votes ;  for  that  was  the  number 
who  voted  for  the  return  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  W.  Dundas). 
But  if  the  House  would  go  into  the  pro- 
posed inquiry,  the  gross  injustice  of  the 
seneral  system  of  representation  for 
Scotland  would  be  full^  exposed.  The 
hon.  member  defended  himself  and  others 
with  whom  he  acted,  upon  the  subject  of 
their  secession  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed In  a  former  session  to  investigate 
the  corrupt  condition  of  the  Scots  burghs, 
alleging  that  they  were  influenced  on  this 
occasion  by  a  fact  which  was  quite  palpa- 
ble, namely,  that  several  gentlemen  came 
into  that  conunittee  with  pre-codceived 
opinions  or  impressions,  not  at  ail  likely 
to  yield  to  any  evidence  that  might  be 
adduced.  Against  such  prepossessions 
he  and  his  friends  thought  it  vain  to  con- 
tend; and  therefore  they  seceded  from 
the  committee,  notwithstanding  their  con- 
viction of  the  means  which  they  possessed 
to  establish  all  the  allegations  of  the  va* 
rious  petitioners.  WiUi  regard  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  Union,  to  which  the  noble 
member  for  Aochester  had  alluded,  he 
was  prepared  to  maintain,  that  those  arti- 
cles offered  no  obstacle  whatever  to  the 
adoption  of  any  measure  for  ameliorating 
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the  condition  of  ScotlaiOd^  whetbei^  it  res-^ 
pected  its  representation  in  parliament^ 
or  any  other  public  object.  The  Crown 
had  notoriously  interfered  with  reqpect  Co 
the  representation  of  Stirlbg.  Upon 
what  ground,  then,  could  it  be  contended 
that  the  people  should  be  precluded  from 
any  such  interference,  upon  any  ^uhjeat 
favourable  to  the  popular  cause?  The 
hon.  member  ridtculed  the  idea  of  post- 
poning the  adoption  of  his  noble  friend's 
motion  until  the  promised  bill  of  the  lord 
advocate  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 
If  such  bill  should  be  foond  to  answer 
the  ends  in  view,  the  ad<mtk>n  of  his  no- 
ble friend's  motion  coukf  in  no  degree 
operate  to  impede  its  progress. 

Mr.  C  Forbes  said,  that  the  embarrass* 
meats  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen  had  betm 
verv  much  exaggerated.  The  magistrates 
had  effected  very  large  reductions  in  the 
debt,  which  debt  he  doubted  not  they 
would  soon  be  able  to  pav  off,  with  5  per 
cent  interest.  He  must  bee  to  contradict 
one  part  of  the  statement  of  an  hon.  mem- 
ber, who  had  said,  that  if  all  the  revenoea 
of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen  were  mort- 
gaged, th^  would  be  insufficient  to  de- 
fray its  deots.  The  House  would  not  fell 
to  observe  with  pleasure,  bv  the  speech 
which  they  had  just  heard  delivered  by  a 
noble  lord,  that  arrangements  had  been 
adopted  by  the  magistrates  which  reflect- 
ed upon  them  the  highest  credit.  Indeed, 
the  improvements  which  had  been  e&ct- 
ed  in  Aberdeen  within  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years  were  truly  surprising;  and 
such  as  no  person,  at  that  distance  of 
time,  would  have  ventured  to  predict. 
The  manufacturers  were  active,  and  trade 
was  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  conduct  of  the 
burgh  magistrates,  and  vindicated  them 
from  a  charge  which  had  been  most  uo« 
fairly  thrown  out  against,  them,  of  having 
applied  the  public  money  in  a  very  im- 
provident manner.  He  had  lately  received 
a  letter  from  one  of  those  respectable  in- 
dividuals, informing  him  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Montrose  had  himself  declar- 
ed to  them,  that  he  never,  meant  to  insi- 
nuate any  thing  agunat  their  honour. 
After  such  a  declaration,  it  was  somewhat 
singular  that  the  hon.  gentleman  sliould 
hazard  aspersions,  reflecting  upon  those 
magistrates.  In  allusion  to  one  part  of 
the  hon.  ^tlemao's  speech,  about  the 
number  ot  independent  votes,  he  would 
be  glad  to  know  what '  chance  the  hon. 
gentleman  conceive  he  bad  of  being  re* 
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tornedt  if  one  votei  in  the  borough  of 
Brechin  for  insuuice,  were  doubtful  for 
the  space  of  24  hours  only*  He  beUeved 
the  bon.  gentleman  would  conceive  his 
election  to  be  very  much  a  matter  of 
question. 

•  Mr.  Hume  denied  that  he  had  charged 
the  magwtrates  of  Aberdeen  with  corrup- 
tion, or  attempted  to  cast  the  slightest 
imputation  upon  their  character.  All  he 
had  said  with  respect  to  these  gentlemen 
was  founded  upon  a  letter  written  by  one 
of  them  to  his  noble  friend,  in  which  let- 
ter the  writer  went  the  length  of  stating, 
that  under  <  the  present  corrupt  adminis- 
tration of  the  burgh  alluded  to,  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  roan  concerned  in  that 
administration  to  act  any  other  than  a 
knavish  part. 

Sir  iL  Ferguston  concwedf  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Forbes)  had  un« 
justly  tharacterized  the  speech  of  hishon. 
friend  who  had  never  saia  that  the  burgh 
of  Aberdeen  was  bankrupt,  but  had  con- 
tended, that  it  was  so  for  bankrupt  ^is  to 
have  given  up  its  property  to  trustees. 
The  noble  lord  (Binning^  had  said,  in  an- 
swer to  the  speech  of  tne  noble-  mover, 
**  Wait,  gentlemen,  forGod*s  sake,  for  the 
bill  of  tiie  Lord  Advocate ;  *see  what  that 
will  do.'*  Now,  he,  for  one,  could  not 
wait,  and  be  would  tell  the  House  why. 
That  learned  lord  seemed  to  propose  to 
take  no  notice  of  the  greatest  em  com- 
plained of;  namely,  self-election.  Unless 
tliey  did  away  with  that,  the  House  would 
do  nothing.  The  noble  lord  was  so  hor- 
rified at  the  mere  sound  of  **  reform,*' 
that  he  exclaimed,  **  Good  God  I  how  can 
people  talk,  of  reform  in  these  days,  and 
thereby  endanger  the  constitution  ?— Two 
noble  lords  opposite  had  lately  expressed 
their  great  admiration  of  old  parchments 
and  charters ;  if  they  were  so  fond  of 
these  documents,  he  wished  they  would 
look  a  little  to  the  old  declarations  made 
by  former  members  of  parliament,  who 
had  protested  that  they  felt  it  to  be  their 
bounden  duty  to  listen  to  the  complaints 
of  the  people.  If,  instead  of  searching 
into  old  purchments  and  charters,  those 
noble  lords  would  attentively  examme  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  he  thought  they 
would  employ  their  time  much  better. 

Mr.  Maberlu  conceived  that  a  fiiir 
statement  had  not  been  made  to  the 
House  of  the  affiurs  of  the  burgh  of  Aber- 
deen. He  had  reason  to  know  that  the 
burgh  was  once  nearly  approaching  a 
state  of  bankruptcy;  but  by  good  ma- 


nagement its  affiiirs  had  been  re-establish-* 
ed.  He  certainly  considered  that,  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  Scotch  burghs,  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  were  in  favour 
of  reform. 

Lord  il.  HatniUony  in  reply,  contended, 
that  by  receiving  the  report  the  Househad, 
in  effect  admitt^  the  allegations  of  the  pe- 
titioners to  be  true ;  and  he  was  naturally 
induced  to  suppose  they  would  either  de- 
vise some  remedy  for  the  alleged  evils,  or 
grant  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  best 
means  to  be  adopted  for  .their  removal : 
but  they  had  done  neither  the  one  thing 
nor  the  other.  What  he  now  asked  was, 
not  that  they  should  pledge  themselves  to 
any  specific  measure  of  relief;  but  that, 
having  admitted  the  truth  of  the  facta 
stated  by  the  petitioners,  they  would  grant 
them  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering their  case.  The  opponenU  of 
the  motion  had  mixed  up  with  it  the  ge- 
neral quesdon  of  parliameiitary  reform, 
with  wnich  it  had  no  connexion.  -This 
was  in  itself  a  proof  of  the  weakness 
of  their  cause.  The  learned  lord  op- 
posite was  pleased  to  say,  that  there 
were  other  burghs  in  which  similar 
abuses  were  stated  to  exist.  If  the 
learned  lord  could  show  one  half  the 
grievances  in  those  burghs  which  he  had 
shown  to  prevail  in  the  royal  burghs,  he 
would  agree  with  him  in  any  measure 
which  might  be  productive  of  their  correc- 
tion. The  learned  lord  had  also  stated, 
that  the  gaols  of  the  burgh  of  Hamilton 
were  in  a  most  inefficient  state.  He  believ- 
ed it  was  so,  as  well  as  most  of  the  gaols 
in  Scotland ;  and  having  sat  on  the  com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  those  matters, 
he  could  state  that  it  was  found  to  be 
owing  to  the  scandalous  misuse  of  the 
funds.  The  learned  lord  had  said  there 
was  no  corruption  in  those  burghs.  Now^ 
he  had  made  no  charge  of  peculation ; 
but  he  would  say,  that  the  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen  had  sanctioned  the  representa- 
tion of  their  debt  at  6000/.  although  it  was 
proved  to  be  180,0002.  Was  that,  or  was 
It  not  corruption?  The  noble  lord 
then  entered  into  a  defence  of  his  con- 
duct in  the  committee  and  concluded  by 
appealing  to  the  sense  of  the  House, 
whether,  after  the  lapse  of  three  ses- 
sions, they  could  adopt  the  recom* 
mendation  of  the  reporta  of  three  se- 
veral committees,  or  content  themselves 
with  adopting  the  bill  of  the  learned  lord, 
which  merely  gave  the  burgesses  of  those 
royal  burghs  the  power  of  entailing  on 
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Abercromb^  hoa.  J. 
Barrett,  S.  B.  M. 
Bury,  lord 
Brougham,  Henry 
Chaloner,  R. 
Chamberla3me,  W. 
Clttughton,  T. 
Cretpigtiy,  sir  W. 
Qreevey,  Thos. 
Deyies,  colonel 
DeniflODjW.J. 
Denman^T. 
Dundas,  T,  H. 
Enice,  Ed. 
Ebrington,  Tiscir 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Guise,  •Ir  W. 
HMithc*Ce,J.O. 
HeroD,  sir  Eobt. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hutchinson,hon.  IL 
Hume,  Joseph 
James,  W. 
JohnsoQ,  col. 
Lambtoti,  J.  O. 


Langston,  J.  H. 
Lockhart,  W.  E. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maberly,jun. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Moncfc,  J.  B. 
Newnmii,  R.  W* 
Vormsaby^  Isid 
O^CaUa^Mo,  ool. 
Prifie,  Robert 
Rioe^S. 
Robarts,  Geo. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
ScarlettjJ. 
Smith,  W. 
Webb,  colonel 
Williams,  W. 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
Wood,.aUbannan 
WynU,M. 
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Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
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Thursday,  Feb.  21. 
AoiuGULxUEAi^  DxsTRsas.}  C^I 
Slanhoni  ssidtf  he  held  in  his  hand  n  pe- 
titie^n  mnn  1»10Q  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  in  HetH»  ooQ[iiflaining.of  Agriculterel 
distress.  The  patitioDf  m  considered  the 
distress  the  more  to  be  re^retted^  as  it 
appeared  to  tbeos  tjia^  i(  did  not  result 
fron  temporary  causes ;  and  thev  com- 
plained that,  nething  had  been  aone  by 
parliffment  for  tl>eiv  reliell  They  were 
convtaced  that  their  distress  did  nqt  pro- 
ceed from  over  preduotioQ*  They  regarded 
oTer  taxation  as  the  real  cause ;  and  were 
fiiriher  of  opinion^  that  the  pressure  of 
that  taxatioa  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  alteraiiQn  which  had  been  made  in  the 
value  of  the  currency.  The  distress  had 
been  attributed  ta  foreign  importations ; 
but  it  was  to  him  utterly  iucredible,  that 
the  reduction  of  price  produced  by  any 
importation  could  be  felt  through  a  series 
of  years.  He  could  form  some  idea  of 
this  being  the  cause  where  the  depression 
was  con&ed  to  corn  only ;  but  it  was  well 
known  that  cattle  and  all  other  articles  of 
agricultural  pr^odiice  were  affected*    He 


should  be  glad  to  know  whether  it  could 
be  said  that  foreign  cattle  had  been  im- 
ported. [The  earl  of  Liverpool  said 
across  the  table^  **  Noi  they  camMt  by 
hiw."3  Thisy  theii»  was  one  reason  aciore 
for  doubting  the  effect  attributed  to  im«- 
portation.  The  noble  earl  opposite  re- 
garded  a  great  iocreese  of  prodaetiott  in 
one  year,  as  the  bmui  csmsc  of  the  distress; 
but  this  was  surely  the  first  time  in  tl^ 
historv  of  this  ceuntrji  that  aagrbedy  had 
thought  of  making  abundandea  subject 
of  regret.  The  red  caese  was  one  mech 
more  naCural^  hut  one  which  ministers 
fbuod  it  far  more  difficuk  lo  reiDove^ 
namelyi  excessive  tasatioD*  U  i^ouM  be» 
come  these  who  asserted  thas  taxatioa 
was  not  the  ttause^  to  explain  how  it 
happened  that  the  country  was  new  dis* 
tressed  by  pricee  eC  agricultural  produce, 
which  were  not  lower  Ihao  the  prices  of 
1792.  What  was  the  leal  cause  of  the 
different  state  of  the  country  then  and 
nowy  it  nequired  no  tedieoe  reseereh  to> 
discover*  The  same  ojiveota  of  expeadi* 
ture  which  then  reqiuired  only  15  or  l& 
millions  of  ta«taition«.  wew  reqmred  56 
oullioM.  One  of  these  great  lumioariea 
of  political  ocsffiomy,who  were  eonadeied 
as  eraoies^  had  hMy  nhed  in  another 
place,  how  it  was  piMsible  that  ttULation' 
ceuM  cause  lesv  prices?  Now  it  war 
possible  that  the  wonder  of  this  eocmomist 
would  eeoBPj  if  he  riaflected,  that  the 
farmer!  was  ofta*  obligecl  to  sell  at  an  uo- 
fevourable  Saomeot,  to  pay  the  heavy 
burtlieBs  imposed  upon  him.  In  this  wsy 
it  wouidr  appear,,  that  taxation  had  some: 
effect  in  producing  low  prices,  as  welt  asr 
iNmcleritig  it.  more  difikult  for  the  fs^mer 
to  odrry  on  his  cultivation.  The  only  cure 
for  the  distress  was  a  reduction  of  the 
public  expenditure  iachiding  the  ioteref t 
of  Che  debt  in  prooortion  to  the  rate  in. 
which  the  value  of  tne  curreney  had  been 
increased.  The  depreciation  during  the 
war,  when  loans  were  made  was  generally' 
estimated  at  not  less  than  30  per  cent. 
Some  persons  made  it  50  per  cent ;  boo 
to  whatever  extent  it  went  to  dioMnislfr 
the  ioteref  of  the  nationid  debt,  in  the 
same  proportion  would  be  no  breach  of 
public  faiths  and  some  raebsore  of  that 
kind  was  indispensable.  But  it  was  not 
the  public  debt  alone  which  ought  to 
be  taken  into  cen8«deration ;  for  all  con-* 
tracts  had  been  affected  by  the  alteration 
of  the  currency.  This  was  a  matter 
which  required  redress ;  for  what  could 
be  more  unjust  than  to  call  upon  a  person 
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to  |Miy  in  one  currency  a  debl  whkli  he 
huA  oentrocted  in  another?  He  must 
contend,  in  common  with  the  petitioners, 
.  that  at  no  distant  date  it  would  be  found 
impracticable  to  collect  the  taxes.  The 
nkimum  suppMmn  would  then  be  inflicted 
on  the  ouftivators  of  the  soil :  for  their 
4tom  and  cattle  would  be  taken  from  them 
4n  discharge  of  the  heavy  burthens  under 
'Which  they  labour.  In  addition  to  the 
great  remedy  of  reduction,  he  thought  it 
would  be  advisable  to  lake  into  considera- 
tion the  efect  of  certain  municipal  regula- 
tions respecting  the  sale  of  com  which 
were  in  use  on  the  continent,  and  were 
alluded  to  in  the  petition.  The  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments,  without  proper 
precautionary  measures,  was  fraught  with 
great  danger  to  the  country.  If  the  exe« 
cution  of  that  measure  was  forced  on 
without  any  means  -  being  adopted  to 
gnard  against  its  natural  consequences, 
he  could  contemplate  nothing  short  of  a 
national  bankruptcy.  He  conjured  their 
lordships  to  took  at  the  state  of  Ireland. 
In  justice  to  themselves,  in  justice  to 
the  people  for  whom  they  legislated,  he 
called  upon  them  to  avert  the  ruin  that 
threatened  them.  They  stood  now  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and  could  not 
advance  without  destruction,  nor  draw 
back  without  d^fliculty. — The  noble  earl 
handed  the  petitfon  to  the  clerk  for  the 
purpose  of  Its  behig  read;  but  on  exami- 
nation, it  was  discovered  that  there  were 
no  signatures  on  the  first  sheet.  It  was 
consequently  rejected  on  account  of  this 
blbrmality. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Thursday^  FA  21. 

Agricultural  Distress.]  Mr. 
Denison  said>  he  held  in  his  haada  Petition 
from  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Surrey^  complaining  of  the  impoverished 
state  of  the  Agricultural  interest.  The 
petition  was  proposed  at  one  of  the  most 
respectable  meetings  ever  held  in  that 
county,  and  was  carried  almost  unani- 
mously. The  petitioners,  in  respectful 
language,  stated  the  deep  distress,  amount- 
ing almost  to  pauperism,  in  which  the 
county,  and  more  particularly  the  agri- 
cultural interest  was  involved.  They 
attributed  that  distress,  tp  the  wasteful 
expenditure  of  the  public  money,  which 
they  conceived  to  arise,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  want  of  a  proper  representation 


of  the  people  in  that  House.  The  peti- 
tioners ftirther  prayed  for  a  repeal  of  the 
taxes  on  malt,  salt,  soap,  candles,  and 
tallow;  and  declared  that  they  would 
never  cease,  by  every  legal  means  in  their 
power,  to  strive  to  obtain  a  constitutional 
reform  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Ramsden  said,  he  had  little  doubt 
as  to  the  degree  of  distret^s  which  per- 
vaded the  country.  What  the  farmers 
would  say,  when  they  heard  of  the  relief 
which  the  noble  marquis  offered  to  the 
country  on  Friday  last,  he  knew  not.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  plan  would  afford 
no  relief;  and  thought  that  the  shilling 
per  bushel  on  malt,  had  better  have  been 
kept  in  the  hands  of  ministers  than  sent 
out  to  insult  the  country.  He  wished  the 
gentlemen  opposite  to  keep  their  places ; 
but  he  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  mani- 
fest some  sympathy  towards  a  suflfering 
country :  and  he  must  say,  that  he  could 
not  support  any  set  of  ministers,  unless 
they  greatly  lessened  the  expenditure^ 
and  agreed  to  such  a  reform  in  die  House 
of  Commons,  as  would  ensure  amongst  its 
members  a  sympathy  with  the  distresses 
of  the  country  at  large. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

ItsSOLUTIOK  ON  THE  PLAK  PROPOSSB 

poa  THE  Relief  of  the  Country.1 
Lord  AUhorp  said^  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
eitplain  why  he  considered  ft  desirable 
that  some  Question  should  be  brought 
before  the  tfouse  upon  the  subject  of 
the  noble  marquis'b  plan.  When  the 
noble  lord  first  mrought  forward  his  pro- 
position, it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
know  whether  the  House  could,  on  any 
particular  day,  come  to  a  direct  vote  ot 
approbation  or  disapprobation  upon  that 
plan.  He,  therefore^  conceiving  it  essential 
to  give  a  distinct  opinion  upon  that  pro- 
position, took  the  first  opportunity  of 
giving  the  notice  in  pursuance  of^  which 
he  now  addressed  the  House.  He  waa 
aware  that,  if  it  were  merely  argued 
whether  the  plan  proposed  was  satisfactory 
or  not,  his  observations  would  be  brought 
within  a  very  narrow  compass*  But  he 
felt  himself,  in  fairness,  called  upon  to  state 
his  own  views  of  the  policy  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  in  the  present  distressed 
state  of  the  country.  In  giving  those 
views,  be  found*  himself  uneajial  to  the 
details  which  belonged  to.  the  subject, 
but  he  would  compress  bis  observations 
within  as  short  a  limit  as  he  could.  The 
first  consideration  which  presented  itself 
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was,  that  the  noble  marquis  appeared  to 
entertain  a  different  view  of  the  effisct  of 
taxation  from  what  had  hitherto  prevailed. 
Before  this  session,  he  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  argue  that  taxa- 
tion contributed  to  produce  distress.  In 
1792>  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
had  been  the  same  as  they  were  now. 
Yet  in  1792,  there  had  been  no  distress. 
There  was,  therefore,  no  mode  of  account- 
ing for  the  distress  which  was  now  felt, 
but  by  ascribing  it  to  excessive  taxation. 
The  value  of  money,  real  and  nominal, 
was  the  same*  The  only  difference 
between  the  two  periods  was  the  enormous 
load  of  taxation  which  now  pressed  down 
the  industry  of  the  country.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  one-seventh  was  the 
proportion  of  the  taxes  to  the  landlord's 
rent  which  a  farmer  paid.  He  ha0  taken 
it  at  one-fifth.  But  what  data  the  noble 
lord  had  rested  his  calculation  upon,  he 
was  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand.  When 
it  was  considered  that  it  was  not  the  direct 
taxes  alone  which  were  to  be  taken  into 
account,  but  also  the  indirect  taxes :  and 
when  it  was  considered  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  ascertain  fullv  the  amount 
of  the  Indirect  taxes,  it  could  not  be  con- 
ceived, that  the  noble  lord's  calculation 
was  correct.  It  was  not  merely  the  effect 
of  direct  taxation  which  pressed  upon 
agriculture  with  peculiar  severity.  The 
price  of  labour  was  raised  by  the  taxes  on 
the  necessaries  of  life.  In  manufactures 
manual  labour  and  skill  were  combined  ; 
and  by  means  of  both,  manufacturers  ob<- 
taineo  not  only  the  necessaries,  but  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  If  they  were  taxea 
too  heavily,  they  could  reduce  the  articles 
of  luxury  which  the^  consumed.  But 
whatever  increase  of  burthen  was  im- 
posed on  the  labourer,  must  be  made  up 
m  the  price  of  labour.  Now,  whatever 
increase  was  made  in  the  price  of  labour 
affected  all  the  articles  of  agricultural 
produce  whether  taxed  or  not.  They  were 
rendered  more  expensive  to  the  grower, 
by  means  of  this  indirect  operation  of 
taxes  upon  the  price  of  labour.  In  this 
sort  of  statement  it  was  very  difficult  for 
him  to  make  himself  clearly  understood. 
it  required  much  greater  practice  and 
knowledge  of  political  economy  than  he 
possessed,  to  make  such  statements 
sufficiently  clear  and  intelligible.  He 
would,  however  affirm,  that  taxation 
was  the  real  cause  of  the  distressed 
state  of  agriculture.  But  if  it  was  one 
of  the  mam  causes,  the  proper  and  wise 


course  was,  to  diminish  the  price  of  labour 
by  reducing  taxes,  and  not  to  raise  the 
price  of  produce.  To  attempt  to  raise 
the  price  of  produce  would  be  utterly 
unavailing.  The  only  wise  course  was  to 
relieve  labour  by  such  a  reduction  in  the 
establishments  and  general  expenditure 
of  the  country  as  would  enable  parliament 
to  reduce  the  taxes  to  an  e&ctual  extent. 
The  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  there  waa 
a  surplus  of  5,000,000/.  His  own  (lord 
A*s)  view  certainly  was,  to  take  off  taxa- 
tion to  that  amount.  It  was  very  im- 
portant, at  the  same  time,  that  they  should 
not  leave  the  amount  so  short  as  that  there 
would  be  only  a  sufficient  sum  for  the 
supplies  of  the  year.  But  he  would  show 
the  House,  if  they  took  from  them  the 
5,000,000/.,  bow  ministers  would  be  able 
to  find  means  of  preventing  such  a  failure 
in  the  revenue.  For  this  purpose  he 
would  compare  the  expenditure  for  the 
present  year,  as  given  by  the  noble  lord, 
with  that  ^f  1792.  It  had  been  said,  that 
it  was  not  fair  to  take  the  year  1792  for 
the  standard,  as  Mr.  Pitt  had  been  then 
reducing  to  an  extreme  degree.  He  knew 
not  what  the  views  ofMr.  Pitt  might  have 
been;  but  he  was  sure  that  reduction 
ought  now  to  be  carried  as  far,  if  not 
farther.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  im- 
poiMible  to  reduce  quite  to  the  amount  of 
1792.  In  making  the  comparison,  he  there- 
fore felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  an 
allowance  for  the  difference  in  the  rate  of 
expenses  in  our  establishments.  This  differ- 
ence was  chiefly  in  our  military  establish- 
ments. In  1 792,  the  charge  for  tpe  army  was 
2,S10,SS9/.  The  increase  of  pay,  calcu-^ 
lated  for  the  same  number  of  men  as  in 
1792,  was  744,829/.  The  amount  of 
half-pay  was  2,360;568/.  The  total,  then, 
of  the  expenses  for  the  army,  by  the 
standard  of  1792,  after  making  allowances 
for  tlie  increase  of  pay,  and  for  the 
amount  of  half-pay,  was  5,415,236/.  At 
present  the  army  cost  7,748,346/.  Here, 
then,  was  an  increase  of  2,333,110/.  He 
would  not  enter  into  details  to  show  how 
this  sum  might  be  reduced.  When  the 
array  estimates  should  be  before  the 
House  would  be  the  time  for  going  into 
details.  Some  reduction  would  undoubt- 
edly be  made  in  this  sum,  if  ministers 
should  be  deprived  of  the  surplus  which 
they  now  had.  They  would  find  means 
of  reducing  so  enormous  an  army,  as  they 
now  pretended  to  be  necessary.  The 
colonies  were  said  to  require  a  larg^  mi- 
litary establiihoient ;   and  it  had  beep 
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idirsyt  nrge^  that  Ih^  incrMe  of  oar 
colonief  required  an  increaae  of  our  forces. 
The  colonies  might  be  conaklered  as  con* 
tributing  either  to  our  commercial  weattb, 
ofi^  to  our  military  strength.  He  beKeved 
it  was  admitted  that  they  did  not  add  to 
our  commercial  wealth,  and  that  it  was 
only  in  a  milttarj  view  that  they  increased 
our  power.  Our  commerce  had  been 
ke^t  as)  high  without  our  colonial  relatioins 
as  it  could  he  now.  But  if  the  cohmies 
incrtsiled  our  strength,  then  there  oiyght 
to  be  a  reduction  of  the  forces  which 
might  otherwise  be  neces^ry,  and  not  an 
Incresise. 

In  1792,  the  navy  was  l.mSASSL  The 
iudf-fmy  at  present  was' 1,045,82^.  Total, 
d/)91,S(ML  The  nbvy*  as  now  estimated 
was  SrSOOfiOOl.  The  mcrease  was 
2,468,695/.  Here,  i^n,  he  called 
tipon  the  House  to  examine  and  re- 
duce; and  herepeatedy  that  if  ministers 
•should  be  compelled  to  reduce  the  taxes, 
th^  would,  as  on  former  occasfidns,  find 
means  of  creating  the  same  surplus  by 
reducing  the  expenses.  In  the  number 
of  dock^yards  ttiere  was  great  room  for 
redoctioD.  The  dock-yards  at  Chatham, 
l^srtsmoufh^  and  Plymouth,  were  suffi- 
cient fdr  w  the  service.  The  oth^r  dock- 
yards were  unnecessary.  That  at  Sheer- 
ness  was  so  much  money  thrown  away. 
It  was  in  a  most  inconvenient  situation, 
if  the  enemy's  fleet' should  have  the  oom^' 
mand  of  that  part  of  the  sea,  Sheerness 
would  be  exposed  to  attack.  It  might 
have  been  formerly  necessary,  on  account 
Of  the  difficulty  of  communication  between 
the  sea  and  Chatham,  hut  now  that  diffi- 
culty was  removed  by  means  of  steam-' 
vessels. 

In  179^,  the  ordnance  was  444,800^ 
The  half-pay  of  the  present  year  was 
9B5y9S0l.  Total,  800,780^.  The  ordnance 
nbW  was  1,200,000^  Increase,  899,270^. 
Thus,  then,  as  compared  with  1792,  the 
increase  was,  in  the  Arniy  2,888,110/. 
Mavy,  2,468,695/.  Ordnance,  899,27(V. 
Total  increase  5,201,075/.  In  the  civH 
li^t  r  great  reduction  might  also  be  made. 
He  had  attempted  to  detdl  the  dififerences 
ikider  this  head  as  compared  with  1792, 
i^ttl  to  him,  who  was  utiaccustoraed  to 
these  cidcuktions,  the  state  of  the  ac- 
doixaU  i^tm'  QUite  inexpliciA)le.  He  would, 
tfalfl^df^,  state  the  sWis  total  for  the  two 
pfertdds.  Inl792itiras2il72,242A  This 
yehfr  it  wa^  2,741,076/;  Increase  568,834/. 

The  wbole'incretol?,  then,  bejrond  1792, 
ifhM  5,769,909/.  If  nnnistc^  chose,  there- 
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fore,  tbey  coidd  maioe  a  reduction  to  a 
considerable  amoimt.  In  suchan  enormous 
increase  since  1792,  it  was  impossible  that 
there  could  be  any  danger  of  the  &ilure 
of  pubKo  credit.  If  there  were  any  pros- 
pect of  such  a  danger,  it  could  be  at  once 
averted  by  this  reduction.  The  question, 
then,  was,  which  was  more  advantageous 
to  the  country,  to  employ  the  5,000,000/. 
as  ministers  proposed,  or  to  einploy  them 
for  the  reduction  of  taxes  ?  The  noble 
marauis  proposed  to  employ  this  sum  at 
simple  interest  for  the  reduction  of  the 
debt.  To  talk  of  reducing  the  debt  br 
such  a  sum  was  odt  of  the  question.  It 
could  only,  therefore,  be  applied  to  the 
raising  of  the  funds.  He  was  bound  to 
believe,  by  the  results  laid  before  hhn 
that  it  miffht  have  tliat  efSect.  But  when 
he  considtered  how  little  efiect  was  pro- 
duced by  enormous  sums  so  applied,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  so  small  a  sum 
would  have  any  beneficial  effiscu  Last 
year  260,000,000/.  were  employed  m  tlie 
transfer  of  stock.  That  was,  l,20O,00OL 
a  day,  or  4,800,000/.  a  week,  were  em- 
ployed in  the  transfer  of  stock  to  produce 
the  effect  which  was  then  produced  in 
raising  the  funds.  Now,  he  coidd  not 
conceive  that  an  addition  of  one-fiftieth 
could  have  any  effect  in  raising  the  funds. 
But  the  sinking  fund  had  been  nothing  at 
all,  when  the  funds  had  risen  from  58  to 
their  present  price:  5,000,000/.  could  not, 
thereforei  make  a  great  difference.  But 
admitting  that  it  might  have  the  efi^t 
supposed,  that  the  5  per  cents  could  be 
reduced  to  4  by  its  q>eration,  then  the 
plan  was  to  reduce  1,500,000/.  this  year ; 
next  year,  1 ,000,OOM.more;  and  500,0001^ 
yearly,  afterwards.  By  this  mean* 
5,000,000/.  would  be  reduced  in  seveii 
years.  The  question  then  was,  whether 
that  reduction  ought  not  to  be  made  at 
once,  rather  than  after  so  long  a  period. 
The  country  was  threatened  with  ruins 
every  man  engaged  in  agriculture  felt  the 
sure  approach  of  bankruptcy.  When  this 
was  the  situation  of  the  country,  he  could 
not  conceive  any  greater  perversion  of 
sound  policy  than  to  resist  the  means  of 
affording  immediate  and  effectual  relief. 
The  five  millions  were  sai4  to  be  so  sacked 
a  sum  that  it  could  not  be  touched :  but 
the  negotiation  was  not  concluded  with 
the  holders  of  5  per- cents;  yet  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  malt  tax  was  to  be 
immediately  reduced.  If,  therefore,  the 
negotiation  should  fail,  the  amount  of 
the  reduction  must  he  taken- otit  of  this 
20 
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saored  som.  Bat,  at  he  understood  the 
question  now  before  the  House,  it  was— 
whether  they  would  take  the  benefit  of 
relief  immemateljr,  or  defer  that  advan- 
tage to  a  period  more  remote  i — whether 
they  could  not  fiod  a  better  mode  of 
using  the  BfiOOfiOOl.  now  at  their  disposal, 
than  by  employing  it  so  artificially  upon 
the  public  funds.  Let  the  funds  be  left 
to  themseWes,  and  they  would  naturally 
rise,  as  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of  the 
country  increased — rise  by  the  opera- 
tion of  their  own  tendency,  without  the 
assistance  of  artificial  means.  It  could 
not  be  doubted  that  the  5,000,00(tf. 
of  surplus  returned  at  once  into  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  and  there  employed 
as  productive  capital,  would  cause  a  much 
greater  addition  to  the  means  of  the  coun« 
•Ujt  than  could  be  expected  from  its  em- 
ployment in  the  re^purchasing  of  debt. 

Having  now  stated  his  view  of  the  sub- 
lect  to  uie  House,  he  should  conclude 
by  submitting  a  simple  propositioo,  calling 
for  the  approval  or  disapproval  bv  parlia- 
'  ment  of  toe  phm  suggested  by  the.  noble 
lord  opposite.  His  own  opinion  would  cer- 
tainly be,  that  the  full  sum  of  5,000,0002^ 
ahould  I  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
taxes ;  but  before  he  o&red  any  plan  of 
his  own,  he  wished  to  know  if  that  pro- 
posed by  ministers  was  satisfactory ;  for 
if  it  was  ao,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  him  to 
go  further.  Now,  he  felt  that  the 
jODQlion  which  he  was  about  to  submit 
would  be  open  to  defeat,  from  technical 
objections.  It  might  be  urged,  if  strict- 
ness were  insisted  upon,  that  there  was  as 
yet  no  proposition  before  the  House.  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  the  eentle- 
0ien  on  the  other  side  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  irregularity ;  and  if  they 
did,  he  should  be  umost  as  well  pleased 
to  lose  his  motion  upon  such  a  ground, 
pa  he  could  be  with  the  most  perfect  suc- 
cess upon  its  merits.  Having  premised 
these  observations,  he  wotrid  hand  to  the 
Speaker  such  a  motion  as  should  enable 
the  country  gentlemen  to  declare  un- 
eqipvocally,  whether  they  did  or  did  not 
approve  of  the  system  proposed  by  the 
noble  lord.  It  was  for  them  to  consider 
how  &r  the  depression  of  agriculture 
would  be  aided  by  an  immediate  reduction 
of  one  shilling  a  bushel  upon  mdt;  and 
whether  the  prospect  of  a,  reduction  in 
Uxes  to  the  extent  of  500,000/.  a-year 
was  sufficient  to  disburthen  the  heavily 
lufFering  country.  The  noble  lord  then 
moved,  <«  That  it  ia  the  opinion  of  this 


Houte,  that  the  Reduction  in  the  amount 
of  Taxation  proposed  by  his  majeaty'a 
ministers  is  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
just  expectations  of  the  people.*' 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  whatever  be 
might  think  df  the  course  suggested  by 
the  noble  lord,  he  was  bound  to  do  justice 
to  the  motive  which  actuated  him,  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  brought  hia 
proposition  before  the  House ;  and  no- 
thing could  be  more  inconsiatent  with  the 
duty  of  ministers,  than  to  blink  the  fiur 
question  by  a  technical  objection.  If 
such  a  course  would  be  contrary  to  the 
duty  and  to  the  dignity  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  so  was  it  contrary  to  their 
intention.  Ministers  thought  that  the 
House  ought  to  have  the  question  directly 
before  it:  all  they  asked  for  was  the 
decision  of  the  House,  and  they  thanked 
the  noble  lord  for  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  it.  Now,  in  looking  at 
the  plan  which  the  noble  lord  had  sug- 
l^ested  to  the  House,  and  in  contrasting 
It  with  that  proposed  by  ministers,  it  was 
material  that  the  House  should  sedulously 
keep  in  mind  the  circumstances  undcSr 
which  it  discussed  the  question  in  point. 
Because  the  question  before  the  House 
.was,  not  whether  there  should  be  a  reduce 
tion,  or  no  reduction,  of  taxes-— not  whe- 
ther the  House  should  now  immediately 
proceed  to  commence  a  reduction  of  the 
taxes ;  but  whether  it  would  be  wiser  to 
carry  the  extent  of  that  reduction  to  the 
fall  amount  of  the  surplus  of  income 
over  expenditure,  or  to  endeavour  to 
combine  the  maintenance  and  integrity 
of  that  surplus  with  a  gradual  progresi^ 
sive  reduction  of  taxes?  Now  this 
was  the  first  time  for  nearly  forty 
years,  that  the  House  had  been  in  a 
condition  to  discuss  what  it  would  be  best 
to  do  with  an  actual,  undisputed  surplus 
of  revenue;  and  the  country  ought  to 
look,  even  upon  the  noble  lord's  view  of 
the  case,  at  the  circumstances  by  which 
that  surplus  had  been  produced.  The 
circumstances .  to  which  tnat  surplus  was 
attributable  were,  the  reduction  of  expen- 
diture and  the  improvement  of  revenue. 
He  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  present 
to  follow  the  noUe  lord  through  the  par- 
ticular details  to  which  he  had  referred, 
but  he  would  say  this,  that  even  if  the 
noble  lord  and  those  about  him  could 
satisfy  parliament  that  the  reduction 
effected  by  ministers  was  insufficient — that 
there  were  farther  objects  to  which  that 
reduction  might  apply-r-and  that  its  iiv 
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created  appIicatioD  would  produce  an 
increased  amount  of  surplus;  even  that 
proof,  in  his  opinion,  would  onlj  form  an 
additional  reason  for  supporting  the  sink- 
ing fund.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that, 
in  proportion  as  expenditure  was  to  be  re- 
duced, taxation  could  be  abated ;  but  the 
noble  lord's  plan  went  to  invert  that 
course:  it  said — <<  devote  your  actual 
surplus  to  reduction,  and  let  the  sinking 
fund  take  its  chance  upon  any  savings 
you  can  make.'*  He  (  Mr.  K. )  said,  on  the 
contrary,  <<  maiotain  the  integrity  of  the 
sinking  fund,  and  uphold,  at  all  events, 
public  credit ;  if  you  can  reduce  expendi- 
ture £uther,  do  reduce  it ;  and  when  you 
have  effiBCted  your  reduction,  apply  its 
proceeds  in  the  diminution  of  the  taxes." 
This  was  not  a  question  as  to  whether  the 
existing  reduction  was  sufficient  or  not, 
but  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  the 
reduction,  sufficient  or  insufficient.  He 
would  leave  the  detail  of  exbting  reduc- 
tions to  be  discussed  by  the  House  at 
some  fitter  importunity;  but  he  felt  bound 
to  declare,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  diat  they  had  proposed  the 
tesolution  passed  at  the  dose  of  the  last 
session,  with  the  most  determined  inten- 
tion of  acting,  not  only  up  to  its  letter, 
but  up  to  its  spirit :  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  remembered,  that  ministers  had 
something  more  to  do  than  merely  to  look 
at  forms  of  reduction,  and  extents  to 
which  such  reduction  might  be  carried ; 
it  was  their  duty  to  consider  not  only 
what  measure  of  reduction  was  desirable 
£Dr  present  relief,  but  what  measures  might 
be  adopted  with  safety  to  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  country.  He  knew  that  the 
argument  en  which  he  was  relying  laid 
bim  open  to  imputations  which  had  been 
cast  upon  government ;  but  he  was  sure 
that  no  man  who  looked  fairly  and 
honestly  at  the  situation  of  the  country, 
would  deny  that,  in  the  reduction  of  its 
establishments,  on  which  its  safety  de- 
pended, it  was  the  duty  of  ministers  to  see 
that  those  establishments  remained  suffi- 
cient for  their  purpose.  If  it  was  found, 
therefore,  that  government  had  notadopted 
every  reduction  which  the  noble  lord 
opposite  woiidd  recommend,  and  that,  in 
the  reduction  of  the  military  force,  care 
had  been  taken  not  to  leave  our  extended 
possessions  without  reasonable  and  mode- 
rate protection,  the  house  would  have  the 
candour  to  believe,  that  the  numerical 
amount  of  that  force  had  been  reduced  as 
fiur  as,  in  the  view  of  ministersi  prudence 


would  peroait.  Again,  if  ministers  had 
not  at  once  consented  to  give  up  the  im- 
provements realized  in  the  naval  arsenals 
of  England,  they  might  claim  some  credit 
from  the  house  for  having  looked  with  a 
just  anxiety  to  the  maintenance  of  her 
naval  supremacy.  Their  suffiiring  that 
supremacy,  for  a  small  saving,  to  decay^ 
might  have  been  called  just  and  reason- 
able economy  by  some,  and  unwise  and 
sordid  parsimony  by  others ;  but  it  would 
certainly  have  placed  the  country  in  such 
a  situation  as  the  noble  lord  himself  would 
have  been  inclined  to  resret,  and  as  would 
have  deservedly  exposed  the  king's  minis- 
ters to  the  indignation  of  the  present  age 
and  the  contempt  of  posterity.  Upon 
these  grounds  it  was,  that  he  claimed  from 
the  House  a  hearing  of  the  reasons  which 
ministers  would  bring  forward  to  justify 
what  they  had  done.  And  now  he  came 
to  the  second  working  cause  of  the  exist- 
ing excess  of  revenue.  The  noble  lord 
opposite  said  that  the  country  was  ruined. 
He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to  admit  the 
distress  which  existed,  and  was  bound,  iii 
common  with  every  man  of  feeling,  to 
deplore  the  present  state  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest;  still,  he  could  not  consider 
the  country  as  in  a  state  of  ruin.  He  looked 
at  the  question,  not  with  reference  to  any 
one  particular  interest,  but  wiUi  reference 
to  tne  general  condition  of  the  country; 
and  no  person  who  looked  at  it  in  tliat 
general  way  could  assent  to  the  sweeping 
proposition  of  the  noblelord.  Why,  the  very 
admitted  excess  of  revenue  was  a  plain 
proof  of  the  contrary.  Whenever  mimsters 
had  stated  an  excess  of  revenue  to  the 
House,  it  had  been  the  custom  to  ascribe 
it  to  some  transitory  cause— the  operation 
of  some  particular  change,  or  the  effect  of 
some  sudden  speculation ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible now  to  say  that  the  increase  of 
revenue  was  unsubstantial.  The  excess 
of  our  revenue  extended  through  all  its 
brandies ;  there  was  scarcely  one  to  which 
it  did  not  apply.  It  existed  not  only  as 
to  those  items  connected  with  the  higher 
comforts  of  the  people,  but  to  every  point 
connected  with  our  foreign  trade.  Could 
that  increase  of  revenue  have  arisen  unless 
there  had  been  an  increased  consumption 
in  the  country  ?  Could  there  be  increase 
of  consumption  without  increase  of  means? 
And  could  that  fact  be  in  any  way  ac- 
counted for,  unless  by  admitting  an  in- 
creased ease  in  the  eeoeral  circumstances 
of  the  country? — He  reverted,  then,  to 
that  which  he  had  said  in  the  outset  of  his 
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cddrogf.  The  country  stood  in  this  peca* 
liar  situation,  having  an  admitted  surpkis 
of  revenue  over  expenditure;  and  the 
fiouse  was  contendbg,  not  whether  taxes 
should  or  should  not  be  reduced,  but  as  to 
the  qipde  and  degree  in  which  that  reduc- 
tion should  be  e&cted.  It  was  impossi- 
ble that  government,  in  looking  at  that 
question,  should  noti  at  the  first  blush, 
have  directed  their  attention  to  the  form 
and  substance  of  that  plan  now  brought 
forward  by  the  noble  lord  opposite.  So 
obvious  a  reduction  as  a  cutting  off  of 
f  ,0(X)»000^  cpuld  not  have  failed  to  be  a 
very  palatable  act ;  and  if  ministers  had 
been  disposed  to  consult  popularity,  or 
take  means  to  establish  themselves  almost 
perpetually  in  power,  there  was  no  course 
more  likely  to  obtain  that  end  than  to 
come  at  once  to  the  House  with  the  noble 
lord's  proposition.  But  ministers  felt  it 
their  duty  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  tbey 
could,  whot  course  of  policy  might,  in  the 
abstract,  be  most  fit ;  and  how  Uiey  could 
best  apply  that  abstract  principle  in  prac- 
tice. They  felt  the  advantage  which 
would  result  from  the  taking  off 5,000,0001. 
of  taxation:  but  it  was  their  duty  to  look 
at  the  consequences  as  well  as  the  im- 
mediate advantage,  and  to  see  whether 
the  certain  prospective  evil  did  not  over« 
balance  the  present  relief.  Now  he 
thought  that  the  future  evils  of  the  noble 
lord's  measure  did  overbalance  its  imme* 
^iate  advantage.  He  thought  that  the 
systematic  and  avowed  destruction  of  the 
smking  fund  would  be  the  most  unwise- 
he  might  say  the  most  fatal — measure  of 
finance  that  had  ever  been  attempted  to 
be  acted  upon  in  this  country.  All  the 
greatest  men  who  had  treated  upon  the 
tul^ect  had  never  differed  as  to  the  abstract 
value  of  the  plan  of  the  sinking  fund. 
He  granted,  that  during  the  last  forty 
years,  while  we  had  reduced  our  debt 
with  one  hand,  we  had  increased  it  with 
the  other.  That  fact  be  completely  un- 
derstood and  appreciated ;  but  he  could 
not  understand  upon  what  could  be  rested 
the  indifference  with  which  the  noble  lord 
opposite  treated  the  abstract  eood  of  an 
actual  surplus  of  5,000»000£  annually. 
The  noble  lord  seemed  to  consider  the 
sinking  fund  as  operative  only  to  raise  the 
price  of  stocks.  He  asked  what  coukl  be 
the  effect  of  buying  30,000,000/.  in  the 
course  of  six  years?  Numerically  speak- 
ing* a  purchase  of  30,000,0002.  was  little; 
but  the  application  of  such  a  sum  to  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  had  an 


efect  beyond  the  mere  reduction  t>f  that 
debt,  in  the  security  which  it  gave  to  the 
numerous  persons  whose  interests  were 
involved  in  that  immense  mass  of  property ; 
and  even  that  ulterior  effisct  would  not  be 
deemed  a  matter  of  slight  importance  bv 
the  House.  The  noble  lord  adipitted, 
too,  that  he  was  not  sustained  in  his  viewa 
upon  that  particular  point ;  he  cand^y 
stated  that  practical  men  who  had  interest 
in  the  public  funds  looked  at  the  matter 
in  a  difierent  light ;  and  he  (Mr.  R.)  put 
it  to  the  House  whether  their  proceedings 
with  the  very  first  surplus  they  could 
command,  to  avow  their  abandonment  of 
the  sinking  fund,  would  not  have  the  eSect 
of  diminishing  public  credit.  He  declared, 
for  his  own  part,  that  he  could  imagine 
no  device  more  calculated  to  scatter  dia- 
may  and  terror  through  the  great  body  of 
fundholders.  There  were  other  circum- 
stances which  induced  him  to  look  at  the 
scheme  with  a  very  jealous  eyei  he  thought 
that  it  was  the  forerunner,  and  only  the 
forerunner,  of  a  far  more  desperate  attack 
upon  the  funds.  [Cries  of  5<  No,  na.'^3 
He  thought  that  it  was  so,  and  he  would 
tell  the  House  why.  The  House  had 
heen  told  upon  a  former  evening,  in  rathec 
mysterious,  but  in  very  significant  terms, 
that  they  must  reduce  the  sinking  fund 
now,  because  they  could  no  longer  afisrd 
to  maintain  it :  an  hon.  and  Jearned  mem* 
her  had  said  with  much  energy,  !^  I  will 
not  answer  for  it  that  even  reduction  will 
give  the  necessary  reUef  ;'^  and  if  it  did 
not,  then  was  to  come  the  sava  naxisiias^ 
the  tdtimum  iupfUdum^  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  the  last  man  to  W 
commend,  but  which,  he  fisared,  must  of 
necemiy  ensue.  The  tendency  of  the 
destruction  of  the  sinking  fund  woi^ld  be 
to  unhinge  public  credit;  and  the  embar- 
rassment which  would  result  from  tluit  im- 
politic proceeding  would  aggravate  the  pr&t 
sent  difficulties  of  the  country,  rendering 
less  effective  that  actual  relief  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  sidepropose^ 
from  the  reduction  of  taxation.  And  he 
did  lepeat  that  the  destruction  of  the 
sinking  fund  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  but 
the  forerunner  of  a  more  desperate  and 
fatal  attack  upon  that  species  of  property^ 
He  knew  that  there  were  a  great  many 
persons  in  the  country  who  looked  at  the 
national  debt  with  a  very  jealous  and  sns-| 
picious  eye.  He  could  not  support  the 
debt  as  a  positive  good,  but  bis  opioioQ 
of  its  justice  was  of  a  very  different  nature. 
People  frere  in  many  cases  prejudiced 
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agaiastthe  Aindiiolder;    th^  figured  bim 
to  thenaelres  as  some  great  proprietor, 
twolleo,  overgrown,  and  revelling  in  loxu- 
riona  profligacy,  or  hoarding  his  exactions 
with  unfeeling  avarice.    He  did  believe 
that  those  erroneous  views  were  pretty 
generallv  entertained  by  the  people  of 
England;    bat  it  was  the  duty  ot  the 
House  to  judge  without  prejudice ;    and 
to  consider  for  themselves  of  what  class  of 
persons  the  stockholders  of   the  present 
day  were  chiefly  composed.    How  many 
thousands  of  them,  by  how  far  the  greater 
part  of  them,  were  individuals  whose  all 
was  entered  in  the  funds  ?  He  said  <*  their 
all*' — the  saving  of   their  honesty,  of 
their  laborious  industry.     He  could  not 
contemplate  any  measure,  even  far  less 
dangerous  to  them  than  that  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  had  hinted  at, 
without  deep  and  serious  sorrow.    He 
bad  not  that  **  robur  9t  a$  triplex  circa 
pectus*  which  would  enable  him  to  look 
upon  their   suffierings  with    equanimity. 
And  here  let  him  request  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  one  moment.    He  would 
simply  contrast  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite  with  the  plan  which  had  been 
submitted    to    parliament   by  ministers. 
The   plan  of  the  noble  lord  proceeded 
upon  a  supposition,  that  the  roouction  of 
taxation  to  tbefullamountofthe5,000,000/. 
would  not  affect  public  credit,  and  so,  at 
least,  be  unaccompanied  with  evil.    He 
(Mr.  R.)  believed  sincerely  that  it  would 
produce  every  one  of  the  evils  to  which 
he  had  but  now  been  alluding ;    but  he 
would  say  this  of  the  plan  proposed  by  his 
majesty's  ministers,  that  it  contained  two 
acting  principles  of  unqualified  good : — ^the 
sinking  fund  wss  certainly  a  good  as  to  ita 
abstract  principle;   and  a  second  good 
would  result  from  the  reduction  of  taxes 
consequent  upon  tlie  system.    AVhile  the 
proposal  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  was 
not  free  from  heavy  doubts  as  to  any  good 
that  it  could  e&ct,  the  proposition  of 
government  had  a  double  operation,  and 
the  advantases  to  arise  from  it  were  dear, 
distinct,  and  unquah'fied ;   and  he,  there- 
fbro,  did  hope  that  the  House  would  reject 
the  noble  lord's  suggestion,  and  adopt  the 
course  recommend^  by  ministers,  feeling 
that  ministers  bad  been  guided  in  that 
recommendation  only  by  a  desire  to  take 
adwntage-of  the  present  ^ale  of  the  reve> 
nue,  for  the  purpose  of  serving  thebetl' 
interests  oP  the  state.     Once  more  be 
thanked  the  noble  lord  opposite,  for  bav- 
>»g  put  the  question  broadly  befovo  thr 


House.    His  only  wish  was,  to  have  the 
point  dedded ;  and  he  did,  if  he  might  so 
express   himself    without     presumption, 
confidently  throw  government  upon  the 
House,  and  upon  the  people.    He  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  with  perfect  reli- 
ance, because  he  did  not  think  that  minis- 
ters had  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  that 
confidence  which  parliament  had,  for  so 
long  a  series  of  years,  been  accustomed  to 
repose  in  them.    [A  laugh.]    Gentleroeh 
might  laugh,  but  unless  minbters  could 
appeal  to  the  favourable  opinion  of  the 
House,  he  did  not  know  in  what  way  they 
could  urge  any  claim  to  attention.  But  he 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  an  appeal  to  the 
House,  he  would  go  farther,  and  appeal  to 
the  people,  because  he  knew  them  to  be 
the  most  just  and  generous  people  In  the 
world.    He  knew  that  when  they  were 
sufibring  the  pressure  of  distress,  they 
would    look,    and  naturally,    to  parlia- 
ment for    relief;    and    that    sometimes 
when  relief  could  not  be  given,  they  were 
equally  active  in  attributing  to  parliament 
the  distress  under  which  they  laboured. 
He    knew  that  the  people  of  Bngland 
would  do  this,  and  he  did  not  blame  them 
for  it;   but   although  the  people  might 
occasionally  be  angry,  it  was  not  in  their 
character  to  be  permanently  unjust  >-«> 
"  They  carried  anger  as  the  flmt  bears 
fire,  wliich,  much  enforced,  might  show  a 
hasty  spark,  but  straight  was  c^  again.'' 
Feeling,    therefore,  that  the    principles 
upon  which  ministers  had  acted  had  nevev 
been  selfish  or  personal,  but  the  resuH  of 
anxiety  for  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
country,  he  doubted  npt  that  the  people 
would,  as  parliament  had  done  already^ 
do  justice  to  the  motives  by  which  the 
government  had  been  guided;    and  he 
should  sit  down  by  submitting  two  reso^ 
kitions  to  the    House,    in  the  way  of 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  noble 
lord :— viz:    **  1;  That  it  appears  to  this 
House,  that  the  net  excess  of  revenue 
above  the  expenditure  of  United  Kingdom 
may  be  estimated,  for  the  year  eroding  the 
5th  of  January  1825,  at  5,260,000^.,  ex-' 
ceeding  by  260,000^.  the  anKHint  of  the 
clear  surplus  which  this  House,  by  its 
resokitiou   of    the   Sth  of  J«ne  1819, 
deeased  it  expedient  to  provide  for  the 
progressive  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
and>  the  adeqoate  support  of  public  credH« 
2.  That  thia  House  sees  with  satiafoctioit 
that  by  the  operation  of  thia  surplasy 
connected  with  a  reduction  of  the  interest 
OB  the  5  per  cent,  stook,  a  diBunution 
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of  taxes  may  be  immediately  efected, 
thereby  affbrding  to  the  people  within  the 
current  year,  the  first  aamntages  of  that 
relief  from  a  part  of  their  present  burthens, 
which  was.held  out  to  the  country  in  the 
resolution  aforesaid,  as  one  of  the  bene- 
ficial effects  to  be  derived  from  the  appli- 
cation of  a  surplus  of  fife  millions^  to  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt/' 
f    Lord  John  Rusiell  said,  he  gave  credit 
to  the  right  boo.  member  for  the  way  in 
which  he  had  met  the  proposition  of  his 
noble  friend,  and   was  pleased  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  moved  his  own 
resolutions  instead  of  merely  proposing  to 
negative  the  'motion  of  the  noble  lord. 
He  could  not  help  thinking,   however, 
that  many  parts  of  the  right  hon.  member's 
apeech  might  have  been  spared  without 
prejudice  to  the  cause  which  he  attempted 
to    sustain.    Amazing    stress    was    laid 
upon  the  fact,  that  the  House  was  now, 
for  the  first  time  these  forty  years,  dis- 
cussing the  disposal  of  a  real  surplus  re- 
venue.   What !  after  bearing  for  ever  of 
the  wonderful  eSectM  of  Mr.  Fitt's  sinking 
fund,  were  they  to  rejoice  because  they 
now  found,  for  the  first  time,  that  they  had 
any  sinking  fund  whatever  i    ^^7»  P^* 
liament  had  voted  the  existence  of  a  sur- 
plus in  1819.    It  was  now,  he  believed, 
generally  allowed,  that  Mr.  Pitt's  expect- 
ations as  to  the  efficacy  of  a  sinking  fund 
were  so  extrava^t  as  to  amount  pretty 
nearly  to  a  delusion.  .Durine  the  war,  at 
all  events,  according  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  the 
fund   was    an    additional    expense   of 
dO,000,00(M.  to  the  country.    Although  a 
aioking   fund,    operating  by  compound 
Interest,    might   perhaps  do   something 
towards  diminiahiog  the  public  debt,  it 
would  be  found  impossible  for  any  minis- 
ter to  continue  such  a  fund.    The  people 
would  continually  be  calling  for  reduction 
of  taxes,  and  they  would  compel  him  to 
employ  his  means  upon  that  immediate 
object.    So  well,  inaeed,  was  that  truth 
understood  and  admitted,  that  the  present 
ministers  had  never  attempted  to  revive 
the  system  of  compound  interest.    Even 
now,  when  they  proposed  to  bring  their 
fund  to  bear,  they  did  not  contemplate 
the  carrjring  it  to  that  extent.    But  if  the 
House  looked  at  the  history  of  the  sinking 
fund  during  the  course  of  the  last  century, 
they  would  find  that,  in  an  interval  of 
,idH>nt  fifly-four  years  of  peace  and  forty- 
aix  of  war,  Uie  public  debt  had  increased 
to  more  than  800,000,000{. ;    and  they 
would  judge  how  ftr  a  sinluog  fund  of 


BfiOOflOOl.  at  simple  interest,  was  likely 
to  operate  towards  its  extinction.    Sup- 
pose, however,  the  object  of  the  fund  to 
be  less  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt, 
than  the  production  of  an  e£GM:t  upon  the 
public  funds,    he  thought  its   probable 
effect  even  in  that  way  exaggerated,  and 
believed  that  the  state  of  the  funds  would 
depend  rather  upon  the  interest  of  tlie 
money  in  the  country,  the  profits  of  trade, 
and  the  general  wealth  of  tne  community^ 
than  upon  any  purchases  which  the  sink- 
ing fund  would  produce.     But  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gentleman  had  quoted  the  resolution 
of  parliament  in  the  year  1819.    That  re- 
solution had   been    read,    as  a  solemn 
pledge  from  the  House  to  maintain  invio- 
lable the  particular  sum  therein    men- 
tioned;   but  surely  the  public  creditor 
could  not  place  much  reliance  upon  a 
fund  which  had  been  voted  in  the  year 
1819,  but  which  until  the  year  1822  had 
never  come  into  operation.     Certainly, 
upon  such  a  fund  very  little  faith  could 
be  placed.    A  cry  was  attempted  to  be 
raised  against  an  hon.  and  learned  ffentle- 
man  for  what  he  had  said  as  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  national  debt:  lie  (lord 
John  j  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  mea- 
sure tor  providing  such  a  surplus  as  should 
ensure  to  the  public  creditor  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest  of  his  aebt:  he 
was  an  advocate  for  the  maintenance  of 
public  faith ;  but  how  had  Uie  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  kept  faith   with   that 
portion  of  the  public  consigned  to  his 
care  ?    A  letter  had  appeared  some  time 
back  in  the  Courier  newspaper,  from  a 
person  signing  himself  **  A  Landowner  of 
20,000^.  a  year."    This  land-owner  stated, 
that  having  some  years  back  mortgaged 
his  estate  to  the  amount  of  12,0001.  a 
year,  his  real  income  was  then  reduced 
to  8,000/.  a  year.    He  now  found  himself 
compelled,  by  the  altered  value  of  money, 
to  reduce  40  per  cent  upon  the  rental  of 
his  property ;  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  instead  of  having  8,000^  a  year,  he 
received  abiolutely  nothing.     Now,  in 
order  to  show  how  the  public  fisuth  had 
been  pledged  to  that  man,  and  how  it  had 
been  kept,  he  would  refer  the  House  to 
the  resolution  of  May  IS,  1811,  that  a 
pound  note  and  a  shilling  were  equal  in 
value  to  a  ^inea  in  gold.    Of  the  fallacy 
of  that  position  the  House  had  since  had 
ample  experience* — He  would  now  adyert 
to  a  question  which  seemed  to  have  been 
left  wholly  out  of  consideration,  in  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
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of  the  House — be  meant  oar  present 
enormous  citU  expenditore.  To  show 
the  vast  increase  under  that  head,  he 
would  briefly  compare  the  expenses  of  the 
ciTil  list  in  the  years  1792  and  1821.  In 
1792,  the  whole  amount  of  the  civil  list 
was  898,000/.  In  1821  it  was  1,027,000/. 
In  the  former  year,  the  pensions  amounted 
to  134,000/.;  in  1821,  they  were  434,000/. 
Salaries,  in  1792  (charged  on  the  civil 
list),  were  25,000/.;  in  1821,  they  were 
72,000/.  Taken  altogether,  the  civil  ex- 
penditure, and  other  permanent  charges, 
amounted,  in  1792,  to  1,111,000/.;  in 
1821,  they  amounted  to  2,040,000/.  ex- 
cluding 2,000/.  for  bounties,  and  making, 
thus,  double  .the  amount  of  the  charge  in 
1792.  He  admitted,  that  the  charge  of 
the  civil  Ibt  of  Ireland  was  not  included 
in  1792;  but  even  considering  that,  the 
increase  was  out  of  all  proportion,  and 
'ou^t  to  be  revised.  Besides  this  enor- 
mous amount  of  the  civil  list,  there  were 
other  expenses  in  which  a  considerate 
reduction  might  easily  be  made.  He 
owned  that  the  recent  determination  of 
the  Spanish  government  not  to  send  am- 
bassadors to  foreign  courts,  struck  him  as 
an  excellent  plan  of  economical  reform, 
and  one  which  he  should  wish  to  see  fol- 
lowed, in  a  great  degree,  in  this  country. 
He  thought  that,  except,  perhaps,  at  tiie 
court  of  France,  where  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  continue  an  ambassador,  :  this 
country  would  do  well  to  reduce  the  esta- 
blishment; and  was  satisfied  that  our 
affiiirs  at  other  courts  would  be  equally 
well  attended  to  by  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary, as  by  the  more  expensive  appoint- 
ments of  ambassadors.  Perhaps  some  of 
the  ministers  plenipotentiary  recently  sent 
out,  particularly  some  of  the  new  appoint- 
ments, might  have  been  well  dispensed 
with*  By  such  an  arrangement,  a  vast 
saving  w6uld  be  made  to  the  country. — 
He  now  came,  however,  to  anoUier  point 
—ha  meant  a  reduction  of  taxes,  which 
was  a  measure  absoluteljr  necessary  in  our 
weient  state  of  suffennff  and  distress. 
The  view  which  he  took  of  that  distress^— 
and  the  means  by  which  it  could  be  re- 
lieved, might  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words.  The  whole  of  the  causes  of  our 
difficulties  it  would  be  tedious  to  enume- 
rate ;  but  a  principal  and  immediate  one 
was,  that  the  produce  of  the  land  could 
not  now  be  sold  at  a  remunerating  price. 
The  obvious  remedy  for  that  wouKl  be, 
that  the  supply  shoiild  be  reduced  to  the 
demand.    It  mi^hti  no  doubt,  be  some 


time  before  that  could  operate  as  a  relief, 
before  the  dematids  of  the  market  were 
equal  to  the  supply ;  and  if  nature  were 
to  be  allowed  to  take  its  course  (whidi 
some  personshintedat  as  theonly  remedy ), 
and  to  operate  the  relief,  it  should  be 
considered  that,  in  the  mean  time,  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  individuals  who 
were  now  struggling  hard  with  these  diffi- 
culties would  be  utterly  ruined ;  that  their 
capital,  out  of  which,  and  not  out  of 
rents,  they  were  striving  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  them,  would  be  absorbed, 
their  stock  and  implements  lost^  and  the 
whole  of  their  grounds  thrown  out  of 
cultivation.  If  me  farmer  endeavoured 
to  reduce  the  supply  to  the  demand,  he 
must  begin  by  reducing  the  number  of 
hands  employed  in  labour;  the  immediate 
effect  of  that  would  be,  to  throw  a  great 
portion  of  the  peasantry  out  of  employ* 
ment;  and  when,  without  work,  they 
would,  as  paupers,  serve  only  to  increase 
the  public  burthens.  Under  the  existing 
system,  the  peasant  was  involved  in 
misery,  but  the  farmer  was  not  thereby 
rdieved;  his  difficulties  increased,  and 
became  eveir  day  more  intolerable;  he 
wiM  reduced  by  degrees  in  his  clothes  and 
in  his  food,  till  at  last  he  was  forced  to 
become  a  pauper.  This  was  not  an  ima- 
ginary case:  numerous  instances  had 
already  occurred,  of  farmers  who,  not 
long  back,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  com- 
parative affluence,  but  who  were  now 
wholly  dependent  for  support  on  parochial 
relief.  When  such  was  the  case,  and 
when  still  greater  changes  might  take 
place,  before  the  time  could  arrive  at 
which  the  market  would  afford  a  demand 
equal  to  the  supply,  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  parliament  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  afford  relief;  and  this  could  only 
DC  done  by  a  reduction  of  taxation ;  b^ 
cause,  when  his  taxes  were  low,  the 
farmers  would  be  more  able  to  bear  up 
against  low  prices,  than  when  they  were 
called  uj[>on  to  pay  a  great  [>ortion  of 
those  prices  in  taxation.  To  him  it  ap- 
pearea,  that  no  plan  of  relief  which 
might  be  devised  would  be  effectual,  but 
a  larse  reduction  of  taxes.  It  was  idle  to 
say  tnat  heavy  taxes  were  not  a  cause  of 
distress.  There  was  a  manifest  absurdity 
in  the  assertion.  With  just  as  much  rea- 
son mieht  it  be  said,  that  if  a  carriage 
broke  down  with  the  horses  under  it,  it 
would  be  wronff  to  disengage  them  from 
the  harness.  If  such  a  case  occurred, 
audi  as  might  happen,  if  the  persona  who 
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came  to  assist  were  bcginoiog  to  remove 
the  harness  by  which  the  horses  were 
kept  dowoy  some  philosopher  were  to 
come  up  aod  say,  <*  Oh,  the  removal  of 
the  harness  is  not  the  way  to  relieve 
them ;  they  have  been  thrown  down  by  a 
atone  in  the  road,  or  some  such  cause; 
bat  the  removal  of  the  harness  will  do  no 
good." — if  such  language  were  addressed 
lathe  by-standers,  they  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  treat  the  advice  with  contempt^ 
and  proceed  in  the  only  eflNKctoal  way  by 
taking  off  the  harness.  So  it  was  with 
taxation:  it  pressed  and  weighed  down 
the  people  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  be 
effectually  assisted  was,  by  a  removal  of 
part,  at  least,  of  the  wei^nt.  He  would 
admit  that  a  portion  of  the  present  diffi- 
culties arose  from  the  alteration  in  our 
currency,  but  these  difficulties  were  not 
altogether  effiscted  by  the  measure  which 
was  commonly  called  Mr.  Peel's  biH. 
They  arose  partly  out  of  the  sjrttem 
adopted  since  18 IS— at  one  time  by  way 
of  affording  relief,  increasing  the  amount 
of  the  currency,  ahd  as  suddenlr  con^ 
tracting  it  at  another.  It  was  truly  aahl 
by  Mr.  Hume,  that  the  prosperity  of  a 
oountry  did  not  depend  so  much  upon 
the  quantity  of  money  it  cootainedt  ai 
whether  that  were  increased  in  value. 
Now,  this  was  the  case  from  1816  to 
1819.  The  currency,  owing  to  Uie  erro«> 
neous  system  adopted  years  ago,  was  very 
considerably  depreciated;  and  in  the 
attempt  to  restore  it,  which  was  done  by 
limiting  the  circulation,  a  great  portion 
of  the  difficulties  now  felt  were  produced. 
He  would  state  to  Uie  House  the  opinion 
of  a  French  writer  on  an  attempt  of  the 
kind  made  in  France  under  Louis  14th| 
in  the  year  1714*.  At  that  time  the  cur- 
rency was  depreciated  27  per  cent,  and  a 
plan  was  adopted  of  remcndying  the  evil 
m  two  years  by  limiting  the  currency,  as 
was  recently  done  in  this  country.  The 
writer  to  whom  he  alluded  said,  with 
reference  to  the  plan,  that  though  he 
could  not  but  praise  the  ititention  with 
which  the  plan  was  introduced,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  a  great  and  cr3ring  evil,  yet 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  proposed 
remedy  had  been  productive  of  a  still 
greater  evil  than  that  which  it  sought  to 
remove— that  great  and  genertd  distress 
followed— that  all  pecuniary  contracts 
which  had  been  previously  made  were 
raised  one-third  as  against  the  party  who 
had  to  pay  the  money ;  the  consequence 


was,  that  all  debtors  had  to  |ni^  one-third 
HHwe  than  what  they  had  originally  con* 
tracted.  The  farmer  whe  owed  ten  marks 
was  obliged  to  pay  fourteen ;  and  so  oa 
with  all  other  debts.  It  was  wrong  at 
first  to  have  caused  the  depreciation. 
Adet  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  tke  remedy 
proposed  came  as  a  death-blow  to  those 
who  had  before  been  distressed ;  and,  bad 
as  the  state  of  the  cufrency  was,  it  would 
have  been  better  to  hkve  fixed  the  cur- 
rency even  at  its  depreciated  value,  than 
to  have  attempted  to  increase  its  value  by 
such  means.  The  distress  which  followed 
the  tampering  with  the  currency  was  far- 
ther increased  by  that  swindling  specula* 
tion,  the  Mississippi  scheme,  which  arose 
out  of  it.  Another  writer  on  the  same 
subject  observed,  that  after  die  depreda* 
tion  of  the  currency,  which  had  produced 
so  much  distress,  the  people  were  reduoed 
almost  to  despair  by  theineeasant  attempts 
of  the  government  to  draw  all  the  money 
to  theittMlves.  Thia  was  aggravated  by 
the  deamess  of  every  kind  of  provisiona 
(for  it  seeaoed'  that  a  scarcity  «oon  fol- 
lowed), and  theiie  was  seBroeir  a  pro- 
prietor of  land  who  did  not  see  bis  patri- 
mony waste  away  from  his  hands  whhoiit 
having  any  means  to  prevent  it.i-^8udr» 
was,  in  his  opinion.  Ate  cose  with  this 
country  in  the  present  day  $  and  he  attri- 
buted it  to  the  shifting  expedients  prae* 
tis^  by  ministers,  who,  to  serve  the  p«^ 

{lose  of  the  momeAt,  increased  the  chneo^ 
ation  to  a  large  amount  at  one  time,  and 
withdrew  it  at  another.  Let  hhn  add; 
that  such  fluctuations,  and  such  great 
depreciations  in  the  currency,  were  cal- 
culated to  produce  effects  as  destructive 
to  the  welfare  of  itft  inhabitants  as  mvfr» 
sion  and  conquest  by  an  enemy— aa  dia^ 
astrous  almost  as  plague,  pestileace,  and 
famine,  those  scourges  so  terrible  to  eveiy 
nation;  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  no 
minister  might  ever  be  found  who  wpuld 
dare  again  to  resort  to  such  innovations. 
As  a  sort  of  set-off  against  the  distresaos 
produced  by  the  depreciation  alluded  to, 
and  its  recent  remedy, -  the  House  were 
told  of  a  great  increase  ih  the  iildos^  of 
the  country;  that manufhetures  and  com* 
merce  were  advancing  rapidly  in  every 
part.  It  would  give  him  sincere  pleasure 
to  hear  of  this,  if  it  were  really  the  case; 
but  he  could  laugh  at  the  manner  in  which 
ministers  congratulated  themselves  and  the 
country  on  those  flonririiing  appearances, 
as  if  they  bdleved,  dr  wished  others  to 
believe,  tbit  they  had  produced  them* 
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He  wM  gkd  to  bear  that  a  belter  state  of 
thingt  was  advanciog— that  the  condition 
of  the  people  was  likely  to  improve.  He 
could  wish  to  see  them  better  governed; 
that  they  should  not  be  Irritated  by 
tfttempts  to  defer  the  meaos  of  reliefiog 
them.  He  felt  that,  in  the  course  of 
timev  relief  would  come;  but,  in  the 
iBteriiDv  pariiament  should  afford  all  the 
aasistance  in  its  power.  It  was  no  argu- 
KQeot  against  measures  of  immediate  relief 
to  say,  that  great  distress  existed  some 
time  ago  among  the  manufacturing  classes, 
and  that  they  were  now  recovered  from 
it.  It  was  •  true  that  j^eat  distress  had 
existed,  and  it  was  found  to  have  gone  to 
auch  a  height,  that  the  manufacturer  and 
artisan  were»  in  many  instances,  reduced 
to  a  state  little  short  of  starvation.  If 
that  were  the  case,  and  the  distress  had 
now  only  changed  sides — if  the  farmer ' 
and  agricultural  labourer  were  now  in  the 
aame  wretched  condition,  unable  to  pro- 
cure work  sufficient  fQr  the  support  of 
their  famih'es  (and  unfortunately  that  was 
in  many  instances  the  real  state  of  the 
ease),  could  that  be  called  a  state  of 
prosperity  i  He  called  it  a  state  of  great 
auffiering  and  misery,  and  such  a  state  of 
the  people  was  a  proof  of  mismanagement 
on  the  part  of  government,  and  a  total 
neglect  of  that  to  which  they  ought  to  have 
attended — he  meant  tiie  economical  ex- 
peiniiture  of  the  public  money.  In  this 
view  of  tiie  case,  he  cordially  supported 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord.  He  was 
glad  to  find  that  some  regulation  was 
Skely  to  take  plaoe  respecting  the  impor- 
tation of  com ;  for  even  the  hon.  member 
for  Portarlington  did  not  deny  that  there 
ou^t  to  be  some  protecting  duty — some 
measure  to  protect  the  farmer  against  the 
oompetition  of  the  foreign  grower.  He 
hoped»  however,  that  the  measures  on  this 
aubject  would  be  regulated  with  an  exact 
regard  to  the  interesu  of  the  agricultural, 
as  well  as  of  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing classes;  for  to  raise  up  any  one 
of  ttibse  classes  to  prosperity,  at  the  ex- 
piense  and  ruin  of  the  other,  would  be  a 
most  unstateinunllke  view  of  the  subject. 
.  Mr.  IV.  WhitmoreroM^  to  express  his 
aathfactipp  atthe  statement  which  he  had 
lieard  from  die  neble  marquis  on  a  former 
evening,  respecting  the  fioaaces  of  the 
oountry,  and  to  add,  that,  considering,  the - 
beat  interests  of  the  country  to  depend 
vponttke  inviolability  dP  ita  milh  towards 
t£e|>qBlic  creditor,  he  iboi^t  diet,  un- 
der aH  cireonataacea»  ermr  reaaoiiable 


attempt  should  be  made  to  reduce  that 
load  of  debt  with  which  the  country  was 
at  present  charged.  If  he  could  agree 
that  taxation  was  the  cause  of  the  dis* 
tress,  he  would  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord,  nay,  he  would  go  farther— he 
would.  If  reduction  of  taxes  were  not  suf- 
ficient, propose  a  composition  with  the 
public  creditor ;  but  he  differed  most  ma- 
terially from  the  noble  lord,  as  he  differed 
from  all  who  asserted  that  the  cause  of 
the  distresses  of  the  agriculturist  lay  in 
taxation.  Ever  since  "he  heard  that  opi« 
nion  stated,  he  had  endeavoured  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  to  discover  the  ra- 
tionale  of  it,  but  without  effects  He 
could  not  see  how  taxes  caused  low  prices 
He  should  haVe  thought,  that  in  eiery 
case  taxation  would  raise  the  price,  ex- 
cept perhaj»  in  this  one  instance  only, 
where  there  was  an  exorbitant  load  of 
taxation,  that  might  reduce  prices  by 
driving  capital  out  of  the  country,  ahd 
lessemng  the  population,  hj  which  of 
course  consumption  would  be  less.  If  he 
could  agree  with  the  noble  lord  in  the 
point  which  he  thus  disputed,  he  might  ^ 
join  with  him  in  the  vote*  As  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  change  in  the  currency,  he 
woiild  not  then  go  into  any  inquiry*  It 
was  already  shown  that  it  had  an  effect  on 
the  prices,  but  that  it  did  not  produce  the 
lowest  price.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
frequently  addressing  the  House,  and  on 
the  present  occasion  he  felt  that  he  was 
touching  upon  a  most  complicated  and 
difficult  subject.  He  felt  it  necessaipr, 
however,  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 
In  his  opinion,  the  present  distresses  arose 
from  a  re-action  of  that  extraordinary  sti- 
mulus which  the  agriculture  had  received 
in  the  course  of  the  last  war.  But  before 
he  entered  upon  that  point,  he  wished  to 
lay  down  a  proposition  which  was  neces- 
B9XJ  in  order  to  dear  the  way.  That  pro- 
position was,  that  In  every  country  wnlch 
imported  and  did  not  export  corn,  the 
price  had  always  a  tendency  to  ii^crease* 
The  increase  of  prices  also  rose  with  the 
increase  of  population,  and  with  the  ok* 
penditure  of  capital  on  the  soil.  He  would 
suppose  100^  to  be  expended  on  ten 
acres  of  good  land,  and  that  it  produced 
twenty  quarters  of  wheat;  the  same  mo- 
qey  expended  on  inferior  land  would  not 
produce  so  much,  the  price  must  be  in- 
creased as  the  capital  expended  must  be 
renumerated.  'rbe  same  result  would 
accrue  when  good  kod  had  but  inferier 
ooltivation.  This  would  be  mpreeridentt 
2P 
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arMGcial  stale  of  things  wai  vbai  somt* 
liappened—tlmt  we  had  more  tbao  wej 
Htanted,  and  the  aurplui  fieU  back  on  Uie. 
cpunirj.    Tbe  remedy  ^or  ifala  evU,  aodi 
in  hia  mind  the  only  effectual  one»  vaa  to^ 
retrograde  from  the  point  of  agncultufai, 
eminence*  which  we  occupied,  and   to. 
come  to  one  more  suited  to  tbe  Gircm&- 
stancea  of  our  present  situation.,   Thia. 
change,  it  was  said,  would  inyobe  the. 
ruin  of  a  great  portion  of  the  MriouiU. 
tural  classes.     He  professed  he  d|d  sot 
tbmk  it  would  be  attended  with  the  dis- 
astrous  effecte  pointed  out  by  the  learned, 
gentleman  (Mr*  Brougham)  or  the  repble. 
mover*    It  would  be  only  tbe  remoYal  of 
the  last  layer  of  capital  which  had  b^n. 
applied  to  the  land---the  lessening  of  that 
enormous  expenditure  which  was  resoded 
to  in  cultivation— and  tbe  supply  wx>nld 
soon  accommodate  itself  to  the  demand.. 
One  instance  of  tbe  disposition  to  lay  out. 
large  sums  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
he  knew:   it  was  that  of  a  gentlemaa 
who  assured  him  that  ia  one  year  alone* 
tbe  manure  for  his  &rm  cost  him  1,5CX)L. 
Let  not  capital  be  so  expended  in  fu- 
ture.     It  would  not  of  course  be  prOf-^ 
ductive  to  tbe  same  extant,  but  it  would, 
produce  as  much  as  was  re^pured.    Thia* 
change  would  no  doubt  throw,  ccinsiderti* 
able  portions  of  land  out  of  cultivatipnt 
but  they  would  be  only  such  as  were, 
forced  into   it  during  the  period  when. 
the  great  stimulus  he  had  noticed  ope«* 
rated  upon  the  agriculturist.     Oneeroct 
of  retrograding  from  our  hiah  state:  with 
respect  to  agnculture  wuuki  be,  thatw.6. 
could  not  perhaps  grow  com  for  a  time, 
at  a  remunerating  pirice;   and  if  coco, 
sufficient  were  not  produced  we  must  im- 
port again.   From  the  evidence  of  several . 
most  intelligent  genllemen,  who  were,ex« 
amincd  before  the  agricultural  committ^. 
it  appeared  that  wheat  could  not  be  im^. 
ported  from  the  Baltic,  even  without  duty* 
under  60s.  the  quarter;  a  very  smalH.dety. 
would  then  be  sufficient  to  raise  it  to  66f. 
hece.    Then  to  turn  to  the  state  of  the* 
farmer:  he  wpuld  say  that  the  landlord; 
must /educe  his  rents  20  or  SO  per.cenjU^^ 
and  even  more  where  that  waa  not  s^cient. 
He  had  done  so  in  his  owa  aMe»  and  hei 
thought  that  wbei^landshadbMi  reused, 
to  iBudft  high  renu  sint^  1792«  as,  land**^ 
lords  had  received,  it  was.^tii^  thaS> 
they  should  reduce  them  now  that  ciircOBiH. 
sttoces  were  altered.    He  possessed  laed^ 
some  .of  it  pdor  and  some  cs.it^good;  andi 
finmiliiftovn  expmri^^ftsehe^oiwl  sa;^  thai^ 


if  the  House  considered  what  was  the 
in  the  first  sixty-four  years  of  the  laaft  cen- 
tury. During  that  time  we,  on  the  average 
ej^>orted  more  corn  than  we  imported* 
and  the  average  price  in  that  time  was 
S2tf.  the  quarter ;  but,  after  the  American 
war  we  began  to  import,  and  between  that 
time  and  1793  the  price  of  the  quarter 
rose  to  4*55.  This,  then,  showed  that  the 
tendency  to  nsje  went  on  with  the  increase 
of  population.  That,  no  doubt,  would  be 
lessened  in  some  degree  by  large  impor- 
tation, but  the  same  principle  would  still 
goon.  This,  however,  was  a  question 
which  was  more  fit  for  an  essay  than  a 
speech.  The  position  which  ne  stated 
was  venr  ably  supported  in  a  pamphlet  by 
]Vf  r.  West,  whictt  could  not  be  too  much 
known.  One  result  of  what  he  said  was, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  untrue  than 
tbe  fissertioo  that  prices  would  continue 
the  same  as  in  1792,  seeing,  that  since 
then  there  was  an  increase  of  4,000,000 
in  the  population.  But  to  come  to  the 
statement  of  the  cause  of  the  distress. 
He  had  shown  that  there  must  have  been 
an  increased  consumption  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  population.  Of  course,  if 
tbe  l^ome  supply  was  not  equal  to  that 
increased  consumption,  some  corn  must 
be  imported  firom  abroad ;  but  then  came 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  importation* 
According  to  Mr.  Malthus  it  would  be 
found  that  with  the  expense  of  freight,  of 
merchants  commission,  and  other  charges 
on  the  importation,  wheat  could  not  come 
into  our  ports  at  an  early  period  of  the 
war  under  40f.  the  quarter.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  was,  that  an  extraordinary 
stimulus  was  riven  to  the  industry  and 
enterprize  of  the  cultivator  at  home,  and 
agriculture  increased  in  a  most  rapid 
manner.  This  would  be  clearly  proved 
by  tbe  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
inclosure  bills  in  the  course  of  the  war. 
In  the  early  part  of  it,  the  average  of  in* 
closure  bills  was  4*1  per  annum,  while  in 
a.later  period  they  amounted  to  88  per 
annnm.  But  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  refer  to  such  proofs,  h6  would  appeal 
to.  the  rec^llcetton  and  exberi^ce  of  the 
landed  gentlemen^  vriiether  coltivation 
was  ndt  carried  on'  at  An  enormous  and 
unprecedented  e^ipense  I  Premiums^were 
ghren^  and  dtfa^-  greeit.  enGt>ulraeemei^s. 
held  ent}  for  iibhtBti  not  the  cheapbst, 
managed  fiirte.  Tlie  -cooseqtienc^  war, 
that  iu'  the  course  of  a*  few  yeara»  the  pro». 
de^idki  inereflflfid  hi  ^very  way  beyond 
the  consumption,  and  thfe  result  of  ihi§ 
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•i^^iywilbtfe  rvdocCRiiis  which  it  nij^lrt  b6 
»cc€i>ary  to  make^  the  state  of  the  land* 
loid  woiud  be  eonifderably  aiaiblioratedaa 
compared  with  t79SL  k  had  b«en  ameod- 
6d  to' much  by  eticlosorea  tod  other  cir- 
eoMtabcefy  that  he  felt  bound  to  state 
diat  he  waft  not  ndined  to  comi^n  ok 
}m  fitttatifm  on  aceotink  of  the  retloctlon 
%t  rents*  When  he  reflected  on  the  in- 
tiiistfiobs  Iiabiti  of  onr  population,  on  the 
akili  of  enrmanufacturei,  on  tiie  energiea 
ef  oetaitisaost  and  eVen  on  the  state  of 
our  writultore^  eotabined,  as  >  the  ad-^ 
%arita^  fo  be  derived  from  them  were^ 
witfc  our  insular  situailon,  he  could  not 
liewt>ur  genend  situation  ib  that  gloomy 
l^bt  in  wiiich  many  gentleinen  were  ac« 
eostomed  toregard  it.  He  was  persuaded 
Ibat  there  was  ^et  cflastidty  enough  in 
tiie  British  character  to  recover  it  from 
the  pressure  under  which  it  now  laboured* 
Itwastme  the  horizon  was  at  present 
xim^Mti  that  dark  clouds  lowered  over  it ; 
Mit  he  was  happy  to  sHy  that  he  percetT** 
td  on  their  margin  a  tinge  ofsunsbine» 
Ibal  was  neither  transient  ner  itiusory, 
but  was  the  certain  harbinger  of  a  bright 
and  glerioos  day.  When  he  turned  Ms 
&f%  fH>m  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
Mtiony  to  look  at  its  foreign  connexions 
^when  he  considered  its  imotense  pos- 
sessions in  the  East  Indies*  and  the  in- 
crease of  trade  which  they  had  naturally 
ereated-^when  he  reflected  on  the  pro* 

K«  that  we  were  at  present  making  in  the 
tern  Archipelago,  and  the  commerce 
which  most  naturally  ensue  to  us  from  that 
qoafteri^when  he  examined  the  golden 
prospects  that  had  b^en  recently  opened 
to  our  merchants  by  the  emancipation  of 
South  America,  he  could  not  sit  down 
ki  gtoomy  discontent,  nor  view  our  situa« 
tion  atf  if  it  were  deatitnte  of  all  hope  and 
consolation.  He  felt  how  incompetent 
be  was  to  exptain  or  describe  the  condi- 
tio^ to  which  the  landed  interest  was  now 
l^edvMed';  but,  notwithstanding,  he  con- 
aid^ed  it  his' doty  to  make  the  obserta* 
Ifdiia  which  he  had  made,  inr  order  to  show 
bOH;  getiPtlemen,  that  if  tbey  would  take 
^e  trotible  of  iiiqufring  hiM  Ihctr  sHtia- 
ihon,-  tbey  wocdd  not  find  ttte  quesitidn  so 
MkaH  as  ttiey  expeeted,'  especially  if 
tbey  tosic  this  principle  as^  a  key  %6  Aie 
m|^tMti<m  of  it;  namelyv  that  the  Hid- 
torgdlstr^Wds  bi^  ar^-actioA  erirfng  ftim 
tliie  eM^tfrd^a^  stihiulus  giV'en  to  agri- 
^If ur^  during  fte  wai".  The  boA.  metti- 
b(^  sAt  dcHHk  fiMdst  Md'di^rhigw 
V^  BtiiM  iVJse  ebaervedi  that  the 


boiu  geotfanian  who  had  jast  sbt'^idiaii 
had  been  guilty  of  one  very  great  fallae^ 
In  his  speech  arising  out  of  his  having  mia^ 
stated  .the  arguments  which  bad  beeii 
used  by  his  opponents.  There  was  not  li 
single  individual  on  the  Opposition  bendie4 
who  had  said,  as  the  lion,  gentleman  had 
stated^  that  the  present  low  prices  of  agtt* 
euitund  produce  were  caused  by  the 
weight  of  taxation.  All  that  they  hM 
said  was  this— that  as  an  extraordinarjjl^ 
stimulus,  which  had  now  ceased  to  ope-* 
rate,  had  k>een  given  to  agricnitore  dunntf 
the  war,  and  as  the  cessation  of  it  hao 
rendered  it  necessary  to  look  fqir  some 
measure  whereby  the  fkrmer  might  Ud 
enabled  to  grow  his  produce,  cl^ap,  d 
remission  of  taxation  appeared  ix  onoe  lo 
be  the  most  practicable  and  the  most  natural 
proceeding.^  He  could  not  avoid  tbanltt« 
Ing  his  noble  (Head  for  having  brought 
the  present  motion  forward,  as  it  Would 
enable  the  House  lo  dete^o^ne  what  po^ 
iicy  it  would  in  futvare  piiniiiev  The  [Mait 
of  the  noble  marquis^  though  the  devo^ 
loperoent  of  it  had  occupied  much  of  thei^ 
time  on  a  fbrmer  evening,  might  be  very 
briefly  explainod.  It  consisted  in  a  dimi- 
nution of  expenditure;  to  the  atnount  of 
1>400,00M.  and  a  diminution  of  taxatioil 
to  nearly  the  same  extei^t.  HJs  notile 
friend  said,  that  such  relief  was  quit^  inf 
adequate  to  the  exigendeaof  tll6C  baset 
and  had  consequently  advised,'  Ihlkt  sti)l 
greater  reductions  should  take  place,  and 
that  the  sinking  fund  should  be- a6an^ 
doned  fd^  i^  time.  Both  these  •  plaiii 
were  now  before  the  Hoose»-  and  it  be* 
came'  its  duty  to  debide  whieh  of'  them 
was  the  best«  He  concurred  With  his 
noble  friend  in  Ihibkhig^  that  die  onlj^ 
means  of  aflbrding  imioediate  rdief  to 
the  country  was  by  diminishing  the  pub- 
lic expen^tore,  abandoning  the  sinkinj^ 
futkd,  and  reduotog,  to  that  degree,  the 
pressure  of  taxiftion.  When  he  talked  o^ 
diminishing  the  public  expenditure,  be  did 
not  iillude  merely  to  the  diminution  ot 
the  paltry  stipends  fvHA  to  clerks  and 
other  infisrior  servants  of  th«  pubUc ;  bd 
meant,  thift  etery  nseless  place  should  be 
abolbhed,  no  matt^  what  nilgbt  be  ih«5 
navliametftary  infldenee  of  tb'«  party  who 
held  it,  or  of  liny  of  his  near  ^elfltions.  It 
had  been  said  }yf  eertirin  mertibers  of  thii 
gov^MAievit,  that  all  further  eednomy  wai 
impossible*  This  declib^tion;  however^ 
cottvlng  frotn  the  quarter  ildklii  ou^ht  to 
bif  ret^eh^ed  with  considerah)^  dbirusf  i 
fer  what  oian  atnoogst  them  did  not  ie« 
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collect  their  repeated  dedaratkM,  doring 
the  last  session  that  all  fiuther  reductions 
were  impracticable  ?  Their  late  conduct 
had  proved  that  some  reductions,  even 
from  those  establishments  vhich  they  had 
formerly  defended,  were  practicable ;  and 
he  had  little  doubt,  that  if  the  House  in« 
alsted  that  still  farther  reductions  should 
be  made,  gofemment  would  find  means 
of  making  them,  if  not  in  the  army  and 
the  nafji  at  least  in  the  mode  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue.  With  regard  to  the 
sinking  fund,  he  was  free  to  confess  that 
It  ought  not  to  be  lightly  abandoned*  It 
was  only  from  the  difficulties  of  the  coun* 
try  that  be  could  be  induced  to  abandon 
the  sinking  fund.  Under  other  circum* 
atanoes,  he  would  agree,  not  merely  to 
the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  of  five  mil- 
lions, but  to  one  of  a  larger  amount.  He 
irould  state  the  reasons  why  he  conceived 
that  it  #ould  be  advantageous  to  abandon 
the  sinking  fund  for  a  time.  An  idea  was 
prevalent,  that  the  country  was  no  bnger 
able  to  bear  its  burthens,  and  that  at 
length  it  had  become  necessary  to  re- 
duce the  interest  of  the  national  debt. 
He  had  lately  presented  a  petition,  in 
ivhtch  such  an  idea  formed  a  prominent 
part,  from  that  part  of  the  country  with 
which  ha  was  himself  connected.  The 
petitioners  were  persons  of  great  respec^ 
tability :  if  any  bodj  had  proposed  to 
them  to  take  one  shilling  from  their  pri- 
vate creditors,  in  the  manner  that  tney 
wished  to  take  it  from  the  public  creditor, 
they  would  have  scouted  the  proposal  with 
Indignation.  What  then,  was  the  reason 
wh;^  they  prayed  for  a  breach  of  the 
national  engagements?  It  was  to  be 
found  in  the  distress  that  was  raging 
siround  them— a  distress  which  they  all 
felt  to  be  excessive,  and  which  many  of 
them  declared  to  be  overpowering.  It 
was  the  duty  of  parliament  to  prevent  the 
idea,  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  from 
takmg  root  in  the  community ;  and  the 
best  means  of  doing  so  would  be  by  :di- 
minishing  the  burthens  of  their  consti- 
tuents, which  would  be  most  easily  effect- 
ed by  abandoning  the  sinking  fund  for  a 
riiort  period.  Great  as  had, been  the 
increase  of  the  debt,  still  he  could  not 
despond,  as  the  resources  of  the  country 
bad  increased  in  as  great,  if  not  in  a  greater 
proportion ;  but  he  did  not  on  that  ac- 
count feel  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  re- 
duction of  our  expenditure;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  felt  himself  bound  to  carry  that 
reductipn  as  far  as  possible,  nodi  thenefore^ 


hel  advised  the  House  to  abaridon-  tbe 
sinking  fund  as  an  immediate  reUef  to  Uw 
agricultural  interest,  though  not  with  a 
view  of  abandoning  it  for  ever. 

Mr.  WUmot  assured  the  House,  that  as 
the  auestion  had  been  so  freouently  deba- 
ted, be  would  confine  himself  to  thre  argu- 
ments which  had  been  urged  that  evening, 
and  to  whieh  he  would  advert  as  shortly 
as  possible.  And,  first,  he  wcfuld  apfdy 
hicnself  to  the  removal  of  two  erreoeous 
statements  which  had  been  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  First,  the  noble 
mover  and  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
last  spoken,  said,  that  his  mijesty'amitiis- 
ters  attributed  the  improved  condition  of 
the  manufacturmg  interest  of  the  country, 
to  their  own  measures.  Sudi  an  assertioQ 
had  never  been  made.  Secondly,  the  hoa. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  said,  that 
government  declared  last  session  that  no 
further  reduction  of  expenditure  could  be 
accomplished.  This,  too,  he  positively 
denied.  All  that  they  said  was,  that  the 
reduction  had  at  that  time  been  carcied  as 
far  as  was  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
the  country.  Now,  though  he  was  prepa- 
red to  contend,  that  such  an  assertion  on 
the  part  of  ministers  was  perfectly  correct, 
he  sliould  refrain  from  doing  so  at  present 
in  order  to  confine  himself  more  directly 
to  the  question  before  the  House.  It  was 
true  that  any  member  might  agree  in  the 
necessity  of  pushing  reduction  as  far  as 
possible ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  he 
would  therefore  agree  in  the  necessity  of 
abolishing  the  sinking  fund,  which  was  a 
question  at  once  different  in  its  nature  and 
greater  in  its  importance,  since  it  involved 
in  it  the  credit  and  good  faith  of  the 
country.  Now,  in  considering  in  what 
manner  a  reduction  of  expenditnre  should 
be  effected,  the  House  was  bound  to  con- 
sider two  things— first,  that  the  reduction 
should  not  injure  the  efficiency  of  the  office 
80  reduced ;  and,  secondly,  that  if  the 
duties  of  it  should  ever  increase,  and  it 
should  become  necessary  to  pbce  the  office 
'  on  its  former  establishment,  it  shoidd  not 
pccasion  a  greater  expenditure  to  renew 
it  than  had  been  saved  by  the  proposed 
reduction.  As  to  the  observations  which 
the  noble  lord  had  made  upon  the  dvil 
list,  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Hou^ 
that  there  were  now  charged  uponitseve-* 
ral  pensions  which  had  been  conferred  on 
deserving  individuals  for  their  conduct 
during,  the  war,  and  which  at  the  time  of 
conferring  them  had  been  approved  bj 
parli«mdnt«   Tbe'|iieatk»ooftliiur<w:i|pw 
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■toned*  9B  It  ezplained  die  reluK>n  why  the 
m\\  Het  wa9  bow  higher  then  it  had  been 
at  fonner  periods,  was  a  safficient  answer 
to  the  noble  lord's  attack  upon  iu  To  say 
that  the  large  civil  list  was  one  came  w 
our  heavy  taxation,  was  a  iallacy  that 
deserved  exposure;  and,  to  add  to  that 
ftllacv  another,  and  to  say  that  taxation 
was  the^canse  of  all  the  existing  distress, 
was  to  bid  the  •  nation  look  to  a  ceainsion 
of  taxation  as  the  oiily  means  of  being 
^dieved  from  it.  He  tmsted,  boirever, 
that,  as  their  debates  were  spread  througb- 
out  the  country,  the  country  would  see, 
that  though  taxation  was  a  very  great  evil, 
still  it  was  its  daty  to  repay  to  the  credi- 
tor in  tioie  of  peace  the  sums  which  he 
had  lent  to  it  in  time  of  war  upon  the 
strength  of  the  national  honour.  The 
Bouse,  however,  was  asked  to  accede  to  a 
remissioQ  of  taxation,  on  the  ground  that 
the  sinkiuff  fund  was  a  fallacy.  Now,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  writer  who  had  been 
quoted  as  deaooncing  it  for  a  fallacy,  had 
•ffiven  mcfro  sanction  to  it  than  any  man  he 
knew.  Dr.  Hamilton's  objection  to  it  was 
more  to  the  two  modes  of  its  operations 
in  time  of  war,  than  to  (he  sinking  fund 
Itself*  He  would  read  to  the  House  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Hamilton ,  on  the  subject, 
who,  feelins  it  necessary  to  lay  down  cer- 
tain genenu  principles  of  fiotoce,  laid  tbb 
down  as  one—"  that  the  amount  of  the 
Tevenue  raised  in  the  time  of  peace  ought 
to  be  greater  than  the  expense  of  a  peace 
^  establishment ;  and  that  the  excess  of  the 
revenue  attucha  time  above  the  expendi- 
ture, ought  to  be  applied  to  diminish  the 
national  debt.'*.  He  likewise  added  in 
another  place,  that  *<  the  excess  of  reve- 
nue above  expenditure  wai  the  only  real 
sinking  fund  by  which  public  debt  can  be 
discharged."  Such  being  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Hamilton  as  to  the  propriety  of  a 
aiokinff  fund  in  the  time  of  peace,  all  that 
he  (Mr.  Wilmot)  had  to  prove  was,  that 
a  continuance  of  it  sfould  be  more  bener 
ficial  to  the  country  than  a  remission  of 
taxation.  That  remission  of  taxation,  as 
he  understood  it,  was  principally  to  be 
granted  to  the  agriculturists  in  distress. 
Now,  he  thought  it  had  been  proved,  that 
taxation  was  not  the  cause  of  their  distress; 
and  if  such  were  the  case,  remission  of 
taxation  could  not  be  a  remedy  for  it.  For 
his  own,  part,  he  Idoked  for  relief  only  to 
•  cessation  of  Uiat  violent  re-action  result- 
ing from  the  extreme  exerUon  during  the 
late  war  in  support  of  tlie  national  ccedit, 
ju4  defepoe  of  the  national;  honoor^  by 


wfaidr  oor  airsfem  Jiad  been  for  a  thnedis* 
located.  .  He  looked  with-  confidence  to 
the  event,  sharing,  as  he  did,  the  opiniona 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Postarlington  and 
others,  who  contended^  that  the  people  of 
diis  country  would  speedi^. emerge  front 
that  condition  which  was  the  con^uence 
of  their  over-strained  exertion*  .  He  "was 
cionvinced  that  we  possessed  the  elinnenta 
of  prosperity  in  all  the  branches. of  our 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufacturea; 
and  that  the  energies  of  the  country  would 
be  soon  liberated,  and  manifest  themselves 
in  every  direction.  If,  howjever,  at  the 
present  moment^  parliament  had  not. the 
firmneas  to  apply  our  resourceain  the  mode 
recommended  by  his  noble  frfend-rif  they 
refused  to  secure  a  gradual  dimmution  ^ 
the  debt,  and  abandoned  tbemse)vee  to 
the  despondency  which  some  of  the  hon* 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
seemed  so  desirous  to  inculcate— the  fate 
of  the  country  would  indeed  be  hopelessu 
But :  of  such  an  event  he  had  no  appre- 
hension. He  wished  to  say  a  ver^  few 
words  on  the  subject  of  the  change  in  the 
value  of  our  currency*  It  had  beeo  ar« 
gned,  that  the  country  was  entitled  t^ 
jclaim  a  remission  of  taxation,  ih  conse- 
quence of  that  change.  But  the  certainty 
of  such  a  change  was  as  well  known  before 
1819 as  now;  and,  under  those  circuro- 
atance9,  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  House 
•was  given  to  the  public  creditor.  With 
the  general  view  which  he  entertained  of 
the  public  resources,  founded  on  the  main- 
tenance of  public  credit  by  the  plan  un- 
folded to  the  House  by  bis  noble  friend-« 
with  the  multiplied  energies  which  the 
cpuntrv  posseised,  it  appeared  to  himi^ 
that  tnere  was  every  prospect  of  our 
reaching  a  state  of  greater  and  sounder 
prosperity  than  any  to  which  we  had 
nitherto  attained.  There  was  much  on 
which  they  had  to  congratulate  thepaselves; 
and  all  that  they  had  to  do  was,  to  per- 
severe in  the  course  which  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice and  honor  prescribed. 

Mr.  T.  fViUon  said,  that  the  remedies 
which  had  been  proposed  by  ministers  had 
not  in  general  peen  deemed  satisfactory ; 
he,  therefore,  might  be  pardoned  if  he  took 
the  liberty  of  throwing  out  another  for  the 
consideration  of  parhament.  The  vieif 
which  he  took  of  the  present  distress  was 
not  confined  to  its  effects  on  the  agricul- 
turiil  interest  only,  but  upon  the  whol^ 
community.  It  had  been  avowed,  that  the 
million  and  a  half  of  taxes  that  it  was  in- 
tended :to  take  off  would  h«r41y  be  feU  aa 
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«rdiefby  the  eofmtrj.  Astliai  w«s  die 
case,  tlie  laxet  nrigbt  reBMua  on,  moA  the 
prwkioe  of  them  1^  reserved  for  the  ^ru 
Mtet  which  he  tbould  ifaortlj  deeoribe. 
tie  was  aware  thai  one  obJectioD<  Co  hb 
phm  would  be,  thai  it  swroured  of  moi^ 
vopoljr ;  but  he  thought  that  to  obtain  a 
eofliedf  for  the  existiog  diftretstBi  a  ft^ 
iPWirite  principle  might  be  for  a  while 
aibandoiied.  If  the  average  price  of  com 
were  te  be49#.»  he  would  have  government 
to  employ  agents  to  purchase  up  corn  with 
Che  money  be  had  mentioned)  tttl  the  price 
rose  to  5S$.  The  buying  up  the  corn 
whilst  the  average  price  was  from  48f«  to 
^s.  would  assist  the  agricultural  interest, 
by  withdrawing  from  Uie  market  a  supen- 
fluotts  quantity  of  corn»  It  might  be  ob* 
fectedi  that  this  com  might  be  thrown 
hack  i^in  into  the  market*  To  prevent 
any  mischief  arismg  from  sudi  a  ciroum- 
atanoe,  he  would  not  allow  that  com  to 
h%  tlnrown  back  Into  the  market  until  the 
average  price  of  com  amounted  to  QSi. 
%j  that  means,  he  should  leave  lOr.  as 
the  Intermediate  price  between  which  com 
cauM  neither  be  bought  nor  told  by 
government ;  and  thus  no  alarm  could  be 
created  b^  their  InterfBren'oe  in  the  mar^ 
ket.  This  was  his  view  of  the  subject. 
He  thought  it  calculated  to  remove  the 
esistlag  pressure,  which,  if  it  continued, 
would  throw  all  the  poor  land  out  of  era- 
ploymeiH,  and  would  consequently  increase 
the  poor  rates,  by  flinging  the  labourers 
upon  them.  Another  fwlvantage  would  be 
iltis— that  it  would  enable  the  House  to 
obtain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  than  it 
possessed  at  present,  of  the  extent  of 
growth  in  the  country^  and  of  the  relative 
prices  which  existed  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant.  Some  persons  might  be 
of  opinion  that  such  a  plan  would  be  at- 
•enoed  by  loss.  He  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion.  Suppose  half  the  com  purchased 
to  be  lost ;  yet,  as  the  other  half  would 
have  been  bought  between  SO$.  and  55^., 
and  would  not  be  sold  till  the  average 
price  was  above  65f.  there  would  be  a 
profit  of  at  least  8«.  on  each  quarter. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  though  he  was 
aware  that  the  soblect  to  which  the  hon. 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
alluded,  was  not  altogether  relevant  to  the 
debate,  he  could  oot  help  thanking  him 
for  having  mentioned  to  the  house  a  mode 
of  relief  which  he  conceived  to  be  best 
adapted  to  the  distress  of  the  country. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  general 
propMitioo,  that  a  dimmutionof  taxation 


would  afibrd  mme  toKef;  bat  geatlemefi^ 
when^they  stated  such  a  fset,  ahoold  aot 
fsiget  the  relative  operation  of  taaatioa  t 
its  decrease,  white  it  rdieved  one  class 
Bsight  matarially  injure  another^  and  tbefe 
lay  the  follacy  of  their  arguments  No  man 
could  seriously  .costend  for  the  fli^railt 
dishooetty  of  raking  one  class  of  society 
at  the  Expense  of  another.  With  regand 
to  the  ease  put,  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  a  mortgage  of  12,000^-a  year  on  aa 
estate  worth  at  the  time  20,000/.  a  year, 
and  who,  it  was  said,  claimed  Irom  the 
chancellor  of  theoxohequer  an  indemdity 
for  the  loss  he  had  sustained  on  actoant 
of  the  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  money>. 
which  be  ascribed  to  the  right  hOUi  gta*- 
tlemaa's  financial  projects,  and  imdeth^ 
claim  vpon  as  vahd  a  riahf,  as  the  fond^ 
holder  oodd  assan  tbr  his  iadefuhity,  the 
plain  answer  to  such  a  claifil  Hms^  that  the 
public  had  aotertd  into  no  eagagcaiciit 
whh  die  landholder^  but  thof  bti  witk 
the  ftwdbalden  flrom  the  one  they  had 
i>onrowed  oa  the  security  of  the  public 
lirith;  which  they  had  notftoia  iftie  othetv 
a  oiraumstaiiee  wUch  made  the  wbokfdlf^ 
ference  betwaea  the  tw6  cases;  Wat  it 
not  a  coaditioa  of  every  loan  contntocdl 
by  the  ooUntry,  that  a  certain  suai,  over 
and  above  the  payment  of  the  specific  in^ 
terest,  sheald  be  re^larly  set  aside  t^ 
create  an  ultimate  capital  for  the  discharge 
of  the  principal  ?  Would  it  not^  then,  be 
a  flagnuM  breach  of  the  public  faith,  t& 
say  at  once  that  the  oountrv  must  depart/ 
from  the  principle  on  which  it  had,  evet 
since  1792,  borrowed  the  money  ?  Wer^ 
th^  prepared  to  act  in  such  amaaiteir 
towards  the  public  creditor,  and  to  aban^ 
don,  in  a  Udtn  of  peace,  the  project  t^ 
securbg  a  sinking  fund  ?  If  they  once  re^ 
linquished  the  principle  of  maintaining 
that  fund,  under  whdt  probaible  citcuaoP- 
stances  did  they  imagine  they  could  re*- 
sume  it,  if  hefinifter,  under  other  cirduaK 
stances,  they  should  deem  it  advisetble'  t^ 
alter  their  opinion?  Some  gsentleiiien  h^ 
was  aware,  thought  Uie  priw:iple  of  th€ 
sinking  fund  a  fallacy  i  but  he^  who  bei- 
lieved  it  to  be  no  fattacy,  watf  not  prepared 
to  give  up  a  system  wfiich  he  thought 
would  ultimately  prove  advantageous  to 
the  country.  Because  the  priae^le  had, 
in  some  degree,  been  lost  sight  of  durin(^ 
the  most  expensive  war  in  which  the 
country  had  eter  been^  engaged— eo  that 
while  a  smaH  poniou  of  the  CKbt  wa»  paid 
off  with  one  hand,  a  Ittrger  asMtmt  was 
added  with  the  other— was  thia  to  pf etttft 
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tkeHi  bom  returning  to  souod  prindplet 
lA  time  of  peace  aod  when  tbe  country 
was  io.Bourishing  oircttOtftancea.    If  tbe 
proposition  of  the  noble  lord  were  adopted* 
was  it'  to  be  supposed  that  it  would  pro- 
duce no  effect  on  the  funds?     Every 
fundholder  would  immediately  fed  himself 
a^^eved  and  alarmed :  the  price  of  stocks 
wouldfallyaod  everyone  would  be  disposed 
to  remove  hts   property  to  a  country, 
where  it  could  be  more  secure^    In  the 
present  state  of  Europe,  would  it  be  no 
Inconvenience  that  British  capital  should 
tbus.be4rawn  elsewhere  to  stimulate  the 
iadustry  of  oUier  countries  ?  This  would 
bjB  most  injurious ;  but  this  would  unques- 
tioiiaUy.be.the  immediate  effect  of  doing 
awi^  tbe  sinking  fund.   He  would  ask,  was 
it  possible  to  suppose,  that  H  the  principle 
oif  tho  sinking  fund  were  abandoned,  a  re^ 
daemon  of  interest  could  ever  be  e&cted 
on  any  of  our  stock  ?  Hq  uaclerstood  that 
hy  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund  an  im« 
mediate  reduction  of  tsxe^  to  the  aipount 
of  one  million  and  a  half  or  thereabouts 
would  take  place.    This,  was  so  important 
relief;  and  this  would  be  afforded  m  such  a 
WAy»  that  no  man  wovdd  suffer  by  it    By 
abolishing  the  sinking  fund,  public  credit 
would  be  los^-<-that  public  credit,  which 
had  carried  the  country  through  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  late  unexamplra  contest; 
aod  ho  was  convinced  that  bstead  of 
givine  permanent  relief  to  the  sufibrers,  it 
would   ukimately  prove  the  means   of 
aggravating  their  distress.     As  far   as 
relief  could  be  given,  by  a  remission  of 
taxacioD,  consistently  with  the  high  cha^ 
racter  wbich.the  nation  ought  to.maintam, 
he  was.  anxious  to  go.    How  far  they 
might  remit  taxes  withsafiety,  they  would 
shortly  be  enabled,  to  determine.     The 
lioble  lord  had  spoken  of  the  large  expen- 
diture  for  tbe>  army*    It  was.  not  to  be 
supposed,  after  the  great  acqunition  of 
new  colonies  which,  had  taken  place,  that 
the  same  estabiisliment  would  do   now. 
which  wa«;  considered  suffidentin  1792; 
These,  possessions,  though  they  added  to 
the  general  strength,  of  the  empire,  could 
not  be  maintained  without  additional  ex.- 
pense..   The^ proposition  of  tjie- nobleJord 
luul  been  framea  (not  unfairly  perhiqps). 
to-  catob  as  numy  voies^as  possi&le;^    Ha 
could*  wish  Jda  plan  had  been  more  dm^- 
tinctly  defined.    Some  migto. think  with^ 
the  noble  lord,  that  mbistero  had  not^ 
gooe  hr  eooogh,  .thougfathiqr  oaly.wi^oc| 
a;fsdttctsoho£taae»to  theamoMit  perhapo, 
oif4w6  milUoMbail  been  pi^poa^  jnaloadiJ 


of  a  mBlion  and  a  half.  Would  be  bring 
the  question  fairly  before  them  ?  Would 
he  call  on  them  to  decide  on  the  simple 

rtion,  whether  or  not  in  time  of  peacer 
House  was  prepured  to  abandon  ibe 
principle  of  the  sinking  fund  ?  When  il^ 
was  seen  what  vigorous  measures  the  epe^* 
ration  of  a  sinking  fund  had  enabled  us  to 
adopt  during  the  late  war-— when  it  wat 
seen  that  every  other  country  was  endear 
▼ourinff  to  imitate  our  systoi  ■  was  it  now^^' 
when  &e  difficulUcs  with  which  we  had' 
to  contend,  weretrifling,  cooipaDid  wttir 
those  which  had  heretOKure  been  oweome^ 
—was  it  now  that  we  were  to  bo  so  ap« 
palled  as  to  give  up  that  principle  in  timo' 
of  peace,  which  had  carried  us  tbroogbaS 
the  vicissitudes,  of  war*    Unkss  be  sawa^ 
greater  alteradon  in  the  House  and  in  die' 
country  than  he  ever  desired  to  see^  suohi 
a  proposition  could  never  be  adopted.  By* 
some  it  was  complained,  that  ioana6btain-> 
ed  when  the  price  of  stock  was  l0W|  were* 
to  be  repaid  nt  a  high  prices    If  ifc  had  not^ 
been  engaged  that  eacm  individmd  lendiiig> 
money  to  the  state  should  be  plaoed  on  the< 
footing  on  which  he  now  rested,  on  wbat^ 
terms  could  it  be  supposed  some  of  tbei 
loans  would  have  been  obtained^  Some  of 
tliem  were  negodated  when  the  fluids' 
were  as  low  as  55  or 57;  but  what  wooid 
the  price  have  been  in  this  case  wfaidi  he* 
had   supposed?   They  must  have  gona' 
dowafeoS0orto20^  lor  wbo  would  h«vat 
oared'  to  advance  money  for  the  pdMic 
service  at  all,  if  it  had  been  supposed  that^ 
parliament  would  not  keep  flnth  with  ^w 
lender?  Those  ftom  whom  the  loan»  had' 
been  originally  obtained,  were  not?  those- 
whoL  wiould  now  su£br  firom-  a;breaoh<  of 
good  fiuth.  Many  of  them  were  no  longer* 
among  us.    Those  who  had  taken  their 
places  had  not  obtained  their  stodc  at  the' 
fowiprice  paid  by  the  original  holders  of- 
it.  Would  It  be  just,  then,  todespoil  these.' 
individuals  of  the  property  they  had  ac«' 
quired  by  purchases  made  tbroo^  ^leir 
confidence  m  tho  pledges  and  promisesjof 
parliament?  He  hoped  the  House. woold' 
trice.a  correei  v«ew  of  theproposttroo  now' 
before  them.     The  real  ({oestion:  waa^, 
whether  wo  should<havo  8>  sinking  flind^' 
whetber  we  shoaklliaveia  torpius  reveaue  t ' 
and^  having  a  sarplua^revemi^  whether  iti 
shouU  be  applied  to  tfad'OXtiDiptiov  of  the" 
dd»t«    He  agab  asserted  f h»  inmrtaaeo^ 
o^naintainhigpubH^  credit^  ioVNilaM,  ^adi 
contended,  that  a  stoking  Mod  wMtained* 
tbroogbthepeaoe,  would  eaoblbiMtQaneett 
under  bbtief^tircunsimiei^  aiqrfau»a0w«iv; 
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Mr.  Tierney'Uidy  that  in  riiing  >tb 
follow  the!  boD.'  gentleman  who  last  spoke, 
he  had  to  claim  the  patience  of  the  Houae 
while  he.  stated  the  reasons  which  influ- 
enced him,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
depart  from  the  opinions  he  had  long 
entertained  in  the  course  of  his  political 
lifBi  upon  this  particular  subject  of  the 
ainking  fund.  He  should  have  left  the 
Mouse  on  that  night  most  reluctantly 
were  he  doomed  to  give  a  silent  vote 
under  such  drcumstances.  He  was  pre- 
pared at  the  outset  to  be  visited  with 
every  species  of  attack  for  the  opinions 
be  was  about  to.ddiver..  After  the  treats 
ment  his  hon.  and  leamed  friend  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  received  for  delivering 
bis  .sentiments ;  after  he  had  been  abused, 
and  vilified,  and  charged  with  being  pre- 
pared %o  do  this  and  do  that,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  a  period  of  public  distress,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  could  have  little  reason  to 
hope  that  he  could  escape  after  the  de- 
livery of.  his  npinions  upon  what  was 
called,  most  perversely  called,  a  sinking 
fund.  .  The  non.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  seamed  to  tbmk  that  he  also  had  been 
exfiosed'to  much  misconception  and  mis- 
i^epresentation :  possibly  he  had  been,  it 
was  that  to  which  they  were  -all  liable, 
and  few  men  biid  escaped  through  public 
life  without  their  share.  The  hon.  gen- 
tl^aian  had  proposed  in  the  course  of  the 
last  sessiouy  an  address  respecting  eco- 
nomy and,  retrenchment;  and  had  oh- 
tained  the  credit  of  then  acting  from  the 
conviction  of  his  own  impressions  and 
independent  ef  the  government ;  but  this 
nig^t  it  came  out,  from  what  had  fallen 
from  the  risht  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ro- 
binton),  that  to  the  government  the 
whole  credit  of  'the  hon.  /  gentleman's 
TMr.  Bankes)  proposition  ivas  due ;  and 
tnat  he  whom  they,  were  wont  to  consider  as 
the  Nestor  of  wisdom  and  independence 
on  subjects  of  economy, .  had^  on  the 
occasion^  alluded  to,  acted  merelv  as  the 
mouth-piece  of  his  majesty's  Treasury. 
The  riffht  hpn.  gentleman  had.  freely  and 
candidfy  avowed,  that,  in  truth,  the  pro- 
position came  from  government,  and  that 
they  took  full  credit. for  its  adoption.— 
On  the  subject  of  the  prevailing  agricul- 
tural ^treaat  and  the  remedial  measures 
which  the  present  crisis  called  for,  he 
al^oDld  explain  directly,  why  he  was  now 
ready,  to  oepart  from  ibe  line  of  conduct 
which  he  Md  before  pursued,  when  the 
ainhfng  fond  was  talked  of.  He  would, 
hpwwr^  in  the  firat  inataace  remarki  that 


from  the  course  whidi  this  debate  InnI- 
taken,  tliQ  right  hon.  gentleman's  cooduci 
WW  not  quite  of  a  piece  with  his  wish  to 
be  the  champion  of  administration.    Was 
it  the  plan  of  tlie  noble  lord  opposite  they 
were  now  discussing?'  If  it  was,  why 
did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  deviate  frcNn 
the  old  plan  he  propounded  in  his  resolu- 
tions, which  went  to  establish  a  principle 
of  specific  reduction,  instead  of  adopting 
the  noble  lord's  motion  on  a  former  night, ' 
which  merely  called  for.  papers  that  no* 
body  objected  to  ?  He  had  heard  nothing 
to-night  of  the  loan  of  4,000,000^    Per- 
haps   that   p^rt  of  the  plan  had  been  • 
abandoned  by  them,  like  their  precedmg 
one,  and  that  they  were  now  only  to 
direct  their  attention  to  financial  arrange- 
ments. Then,  as  to  their  financial  system, . 
he  should  say,  on  the  best  and  most  dis-  • 
passionate  consideration  which  he   had  * 
been  enabled  to  give  it,  that  they  could 
no  longer  act  towards  this  sinkmg  fund, 
as  they  called  it,  in  the  way  he  had  pre- 
viously thought  they  could.    He  had  a|-  • 
ready  avowed  that  he  had  departed  from 
his  old  opinion :   he  did  not  see  why  the 
subject  of  the  sinking  fund  should  not  be 
dispassionately  cons^ered,  or  why  any* 
man  should  be  held  up  to  opprobrium  for 
delivering  his  honest  sentiments  upon  it. 
He  must  repeat,  that  if  persons  wno  en- ' 
tertained  adverse  opinions  upon  such  a 
subject  were  to  be  abused  and  miwepre- 
sented  for  those  opinions ;  if  party  prin- 
ciples and  party  motives   were    to   be 
ascribed  to  them,  and- selfish  views  im-- 
puted,  when  they  honestly  and  manfully* 
avowed  their  sentiments,  it  would  be  idle 
to  provoke   discussion    in    that   House. 
He,  however,  would  not  be  deterred  firoro 
honestly  discharging  his  duty,   and  he 
hoped  at  least  they  would  acquit  liim  of 
harbouring  unfair  motives  when  he  came  > 
to. such  a  discussion.    He; did  not  thiqk 
that  the  question  of  the  sinking  fund  was  < 
distinctly  understood  by  the  majority  of 
the  gentlemen  who  heard  him;  and  the 
sooner  they  calmly  brought  their minda 
to  consider  it,  the  better ;  for  they  must 
give  him  leave  to  say,  that  before  tbe< 
noble  lord's  |dan  could  be  carried  into^ 
execution   (and  ^at  4&y,  he  imaginad, 
was  not  far  distant,)  the  question  must 
regularly  come  before  them ;  for,  in  orders 
to  give  practical  efiidct  to  the  intentimia: 
of  Ministers,  as  developed.in  that  pUm  of- 
applying  the  5,000,000f., .  they  nwst  re* 
peal  the  provisions .  erf*  several  exiaUng 
aota  of  piurliament.    That  nrait  be  doiie> 
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and*  tbe^efbre»  consider  the  matter  thdy 
nitttt^  withoat  much  further  delay.  The 
sinking  fund«  to  speak  in  round  numbers 
-*-4ind  he  did  not  think  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  quarrel  with  him 
one  way  or  other  about  half  a  million — 
amounted  to  17>000,000/.  Of  that  amount 
12,000»000/.  must  be  applied  to  the  cur- 
rent service  of  the  country,  which  lefl 
5t000>00tf.  only  of  surplus  above  the 
expenditure  of  the  country.  Substantively 
that  was  the  operation  of  the  present 
sinktng  fund— 12,000,000/.  out  of  the 
17,000,000/.  were,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  absorbed  by  the  expenditure,  in 
order  to  prevent  fresh  loans.  By  the 
driginal  construction  of  a  clause  in  the 
act,  which  clause  was  brought  in  by  his 
faue  right  kon.  friend,  Mr.  Fox,  the  com- 
iteisstoners  for  managing  the  sinking  fund 
were  empowered  to  subscribe  towards 
the  loan  of  the  year  such  portion  as  they 
ibould  deem  aavisable  from  the  funds 
intrusted  to  their  care.  It  was  of  course 
contemplated,  that,  during  moments  of 
particular  emergency,  pendmg  the  opera- 
tions of  war,  such  sums  might  not  only 
with  safety^  but  advantage,  be  applied  by 
the  commissioners ;  but  nobody  ever 
dreamad  that  in  time  of  peace  a  minister 
Aould  take  so  large  a  sum  as  would  at 
<mce  destroy  the  whole  natural  operation 
of  the  sinking  fund  itself.  When  this 
was  done>  could  any  thing  be  more  ab- 
surd than  to  continue  the  whole  apparatus 
of  that  sinking  fund,  as  if  it  were  opera- 
tive according  to  the  original  intention  of 
hs  founder?  Was  all  the  machinery  of 
managing  loans,  and  all  the  expenditure, 
attendant  upon  complicated  movements, 
to  be  still  continued  on  a  scale  as  if  the 
sinking  fund  were  really  17,000,000/., 
when  in  plain  figures  it  was  only 
5»000,000/k?  He  saw  in  the  papers  on 
the  table  a  sum  of  19,000/.  charged  by 
the  Bank  for  interest  on  loans.  Was 
Ibis  connected  with  the  'machinery  of  the 
sinking  fund  ?  Having  seen  the  item  of 
charge,  he  merely  mentioned  it  as  a  sum, 
no  doubt,  capable  of  beinff  satisfactorily 
•xplained.  But  this  cumbrous  plan  of 
farryiitg  Oft  a  sinking  fund,  when  the  real 
surplus  was  so  sasaU,  compared  with  the 
Hooiiiial)  was  in  foct  to  throw  dust  in  the 
'^es  of  ibe  country-- it  was  Expensive  as 
weU  as  imaaccssary-^-'He  passed  by  what 
waaddno  ia  1803»  and  cauM  to  the  ma- 
tffial  alteration  in  tho  sinking  fand^  when, 
In  ISlSv  the  present  ChwieeUor  of  the 
Exchequer  bad^  as  he  (Mc*  T.)  Ihea 
VOL.  VI.  • 


thought,  laid  violent  hands  upon  tha 
security  which  this  sinking  fund  was 
intended  to  afford  for  the  ultimate  re- 
demption of  the  national  debt.  He  then 
assigned  a  reason  for  what  he  had  done, 
which  was  not  exactly  of  a  piece  with 
that  which  he  assigned  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman's 
former  apprehension,  when  he  laid  violent 
hands  upon  the  sinking  fund,  was,  that  if  it 
was  permitted  to  go  on  as  it  was  then  ac- 
cumulating, it  would  cive  the  country 
too  much  relief  [a  laugh]  ;  and  he  now 
said,  that  if  it  was  not  permitted  to  go 
on,  the  country  would  have  no  eventual 
relief.  In  181S,  the  amount  of  taxea 
was  at  such  a  height,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  found  it  inconvenient  to  press 
any  further  burthen  upon  the  people, 
notwithstanding  the  commercial  bustle  of 
the  time;  for  it  was  one  of  the  odd 
peculiarities  of  the  last  war,  that  CQm<» 
merce  flourished  wiote  during  its  con* 
tinuance  than  it  did  afterwards;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  commercial  bustle  of 
that  day,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  re- 
frained from  pressing  new  taxes*  Thea 
came  bis  project  for  touching  the  sinking 
fund :  he  said,  forsooth,  that  its  amount 
assumed  an  alarming  appearaace ;  he 
was  afraid,  to  use  the  expression  of  a 
friend,  that  the  country  would  awake  one 
morning  and  the  people  all  of  a  sudden 
find  that  they  were  without  a  debt  on  Uieir. 
back  [a  laugh].  The  right  hon.  geft* 
tleman  had  no  reason  to  frighten  himself 
with  such  an  apprehension ;  his  alarm 
was  quite  visionary.  Tiien  he  came  dowa 
and  said,  he  had  got  a  dainty  de?ice— * 
a  mode  of  cancelling  stock,  by  putting 
aside  one  sum,  and  taking  out  in  a  par- 
ticular  way  another,  by  which,  in  plaj« 
fact,  the  sinking  fund  lost  T,000,000/« 
a  year  of  its  amount.  Tins  was  breaking 
in  with  a  vengeance  upon  the  plan  for 
the  eventual  redemption  of  the  debts 
it  was  depriving  it  of  the  compound 
efiBcacy  which  was  to  give  such  force  to 
its  accumulation.  The  result  of  the 
whole  of  the  promises  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  now  for  so  long  a 
period  held  out,  was  simply  this— he  bad 
said  to  the  fundholders,  <*  Though  yoa 
will  be  under  some  difficulty  for  the  first 
ten  years  of  this  term  of  twenty,  yet  the 
last  ten  will  be  such  as  you  never  saw -in 
all  your  days :  after  the  peilod  of  youa 
troutklest  will  come  your  dav  of  recom-* 
pense  and  retribution.  Only  see  how 
weU  the  thing  will  issue ;  without  saying 
2  Q 
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anj  thto^  at  all  about  compound  interest, 
money  wrll  roll  back  upon  you  faitter  than 
ever  it  left  you."  This  was  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.^  gentleman ;  but, 
just  as  the  stockholder  was  looking  for 
the  recompense  and  retribution  that  had 
been  promised,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  sure  to  come  forward,  and  calmly  tell 
bim,  that  now  there  was  an  end  of  e?ery 
thing  which  he  had  before  held  out  with 
respect  to  the  sinking  fund-ran  end  of 
his  overwhelming  returns,  an  end  of  his 
compound  interest,  an  end  of  the  whole 
scheme  [a  laugh].  After  this,  was  it 
he  (Mr.  T.)  who  turned  his  back  upon 
the  sinking  rund,  or  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters who  turned  theirs  ?  Certamly  it  was 
not  himself;  because  the  best  proof  that, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  himself,  it  was  altogether  a 
measure  that  would  not  bear  die  light 
was  this-— when  he  (Mr.  T.}  moved  in 
that  House  that  it  be  referrea  to  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  and  report  how  far, 
under  the  law  as  it  then  stocKJ,  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  could  be  justiBed  in 
committing  infractions  upon  the  binkine 
fund,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposed 
the  motion.  He  shrunk  from  the  propo- 
sition ;  and  yet  the  same  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman now  before  him,  was  the  very  per- 
son who  had  in  effect  destroyed  that 
•inking  fund.  It  was  rather  too  much 
for  him  at  that  time  of  day,  and  in  his 

glace  in  parliament,  to  be  told  that  if 
e  contended  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
sinking  fund,  he  was  doing  a  public  mis- 
chief. He  had  stated  to  the  House  what 
were  the  grounds  of  his  opinion ;  but  it 
was  proper  that  he  should  also  state,  that 
in  the  time  of  even  his  greatest  political 
kostilitv  to  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  (an  hostility 
which  he  might  have  sometimes  expressed 
too  strongly,  though  it  never  was  of  a 
personal  character),  he  had  always  given 
liim  credit  for  his  sinking  fund  ;  but  the 
House  would  observe  that  was  the  sinking 
fund  of  Mr.  Pitt,  not  the  modem  one. 
That  was  a  sinking  fund  which  arose,  not 
from  taxes  purposely  imposed  for  its 
establishment,  but  from  a  fund  of  one 
million  sterling  of  a  d^ar  surplus  revenue 
over  the  expenditure.  Mr.  Pitt  showed, 
that,  afler  every  item  had  been  considered 
and  disposed  of  connected  with  the  pub- 
lie  income*  and  expenditure,  there  was 
H  elear  surplus  to  that  amount  capable  of 
being  so  applied.  Into  the  merits  of  that 
measure,  he  should  not  then  enter.  Mr. 
Pitt,  always  contended  that  there  was  such 


a  fund ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan  that  there  war 
not.  Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  objections 
of  the  latter,  that  he  could  show  tha 
House  that  there  was  a  clear,  actual,  and 
obvious  surplus  of  revenue  that  might 
be  most  beneficially  applied  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  compound  interest.  Without  dis- 
cussing whether  Dr.  Price's  was  the  best 
scheme  that  could  have  been  devised,  (and 
whether  it  was  or  not,  he  did  not  know)  he 
had  never  refused  to  do  justice  to  Mr* 
Pitt  for  bringing  such  a  measure  forward.. 
In  the  year  1792,  it  was  first  proposed, 
that  a  portion  of  every  future  loan  should 
be  reserved  and  set  apart,  in  order  to 
effect  its  redemption,  by  the  operation  of 
compound  interest,  withm  a  limited  period 
of  time.  It  was  this  very  measure,  which 
caused  a  most  lamentable  accident  tobefall 
the  late  lord  Tburlow,  for  they  turned  him 
out  of  the  chancellorship  for  opposing  it 

SA  laugh. J  Very  di&rent  from  either  of 
lese  measures  was  tlie  sinking  fund  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  Where 
was  it  ?  Could  any  one  tell  him  where  it 
was  in  the  years  1818,  1819,  182D,  or 
1821  ?  Where  would  it  have  been  in  1822, 
were  it  not  for  the  reductions  which  had 
been  forced  upon  ministers?  From  the 
speech  of  the  noble  marquis  the  other 
evening,  gentlemen  seemed  to  run  away 
with  an  idea,  that  we  had  a  clear  ffrowing 
produce  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
5,000,000/.  But  the  fact  was  not  so* 
The  real  surplus  was  only  2,600,000/.  By 
the  estimate,  indeed,  it  was  5,000,OOOZ. 
The  house  would  observe  how  much  of 
this  came  under  the  head  of  contemplated 
retrenchments ;  and  without  any  wish  to 
weaken  the  statement  made  by  minbters, 
he  would  caution  hon.  gentlemen,  that 
though  these  estimates  were  extremely 
moderate  now,  it  did  not  follow  that  they 
would  be  so  in  the  course  of  the  next  year 
or  two.  Thb  fit  of  retrenchment,  aUhouffh 
it  had  just  manifested  itseli  pretty  strooffiy, 
was  one  tliat  might  not  last  for  ever.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  why  these  reduc- 
tions had  not  been  made  before:  why  so 
many  sessions  had  been  allowed  to  elapse 
without  realising  this  advantage?  If  they 
had  been  made  when  they  ought  to  have 
been  made,  we  should  have  had  6,000,000& 
in  our  pockets,  and  2,000,0002.  less  of 
taxation  to  pay.  But  said  the  right  hoo. 
gentleman,  there  was  nothing  sdfish  or 
unhandsome  in  the  way  In  which  ministers 
now  came  forward  with  their  plans  of 
retrenchment  ,or  economy.     Now,    he 
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(Mr.  T.)  thought  otherwise,  and  that  they 
bad  proved  themselves  anxious  to  preserve 
Uieir  patronage  up  to  the  very  last  moment. 
As  it  appeared  to  him,  the  whole  of  the 
growmg  prosperity  of  the  country  (not 
wishmg  by  this  statement  to  undervalue 
die  exertions  of  ministers,  or  to  underate 
the  extent  of  the  savings  effected,  it  being 
far  from  his  wbh  to  create  a  gloomy  or 
despondent  feeling  in  the  country),  the 
entire  improvement  in  last  year's  revenue 
bad  been  one  million.     That  was  the 
amotmt  of  increase  and  no  more.    The 
rest  of  the  noble  lord's  statement  was  de- 
rived from  other  quarters,  but  he  was  wil- 
ling to  take  the  matter  upon  the  showing 
of  ministers  themselves ;  and  he  then  found 
that  they  had,  in  round  numbers,  a  surplus 
of  five  millions ;  one  half  of  that  sum  ari- 
sing from  the  revenue,  and  the  other  from 
savings.    Why,  then,  the  clear  question 
BOW  to  be  discussed  was,  whether  or  no  a 
man  committed  an  offi?nce  by  saying  that 
he  preferred  to  have  that  surplus  carried 
to  one  side  of  the  account  rather  than  to 
the  other.    Now,  if  he  had  established  any 
thing,  it  was  this—that  the  sinking  fund 
had  been  so  completely  annihilated  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  himself,  that, 
whether  the  surplus  was  5,000,000/.  or 
10,000,000/.,  its  application  must  be  now 
a  new  proceeding  altogether.    He  had  to 
consider  what  was  the  most  proper  method, 
in  the  presentstate  of  thecountrv  of  apply- 
ing that  sum  of  five  millions.    The  amount 
e^ese  five  millions  was  obviously  not  in- 
tended to  be  progressive ;  for  there  was 
an  end  to  the  great  principle  of  compound 
interest:  and  he  was  therefore  entitled  to 
consider  that  this  question  of  the5,000,000/. 
was    one  which  now  belonged    to  that 
House  to  dispose  of  ,as  respected  the  ap* 
plication  of  the  money.    In  what  he  bad 
to  offer  on  this  subject,  the  house  should 
DOt  have  any  reason  to  complain  of  his 
want  of  candour.    Now,  in  the  first  place, 
what  was  the  noble  lord's  plan  ?   Under 
that  plan  the  five  millions  would  be  annu* 
ally  employed  by  the  commissioners  fur 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  in  the 
purchase  of  stock  ;  and  that  stock  so  re* 
deemed,  and  furnidiing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent.,  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  par- 
liament; that  was,  he  presumed,  it  would 
be  employed  in  aid  or  addition  to  the 
taxes.    In  six  years  the  operation  of  this 
plan,  according  to  the  noble  lord's  theory, 
would  reduce  thirty  millions  of  the  debt. 
The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  here  inti- 
9iatedt  that  he  had  computed  the  amount 
of  redemption  at  Sd;000,OCO/. 


Mr.  Tiemey  did  not  object  to  the  noble 
lord's  correction,  and,  as  be  was  fond  of 
round  numbers,  he  would  sav  40,000,000/. 
What  he  meant  to  contend  was,  that  at 
the  end  of  six  years  the  result  would  be 
thiso(and  let  the  house  observe,  he  was 
then  speaking  of  the  progress. of  the 
sinking  fund  as  describ^  by  the  noble 
lord)— that  they  would  have  reduced  the 
debt  by  the  amount  of  40,000,000/.,  and 
taxes  by  the  amount  of  12,000,000/.  But 
then,  what  was  to  happen  at  the  end  of 
these  six  years?  Suppose  there  should 
then  be  a  war  (and  such  a  case  had  been 
imagined,  and  even  put  by  his  majesty's 
ministers),  we  should  begin  that  war  with 
a  debt  of  760,000,000/. ;  and  this  too 
after  a  lapse  of  thirteen  years  of  peace. 
He  took  the  case  as  it  had  been  put;  but 
thirteen  years  were  much  beyond  the 
average  duration  of  those  periods  of  peace 
which  this  country  had  hitherto  enjoyed. 
We  should  have  relieved  ourselves  at  the 
end  of  six  vears,  by  this  plan,  from 
1,200,000/.  of  taxes,  and  reduced  the  debt 
within  what  he  supposed  would  be  called 
the  moderate  compass  of  760,000,000/.  [A 
laugh.]  But  how  did  ministers  arrive 
even  at  this  result  ?  By  having  laid  on 
3,200,000/.  of  additional  taxes  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  war.  At  the  end  of 
thirteen  years  of  peace,  it  would  be  true 
that  we  had  forty  millions  less  of  debt ;  but 
it  would  be  equally  true  that  our  burdens 
had  been  increased  by  two  millions.  Was 
it  too  much  then  for  him  to  say,  thi^  this 
did  not  hold  out  a  very  encouraging  pros-* 
pect  ?  He  was  sure  that  no  man  heard 
him  who  did  not  consider  this  statement 
with  something  like  disappointment  and 
dismay ;  and,  if  he  possessed  any  reflec- 
tion, it  could  not  be  otherwise.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  allude  more  par- 
ticularly to  what  must  be  the  real  ope- 
ration of  the  noble  lord's  plan ;  but  he 
had  omitted  to  state  what  would  be  its 
probable  effect  upon  the  interest  of  money, 
in  consequence  of  the  intended  alteration 
in  the  5  per  cents.  It  seemed  to  him  a 
very  amazing  thing,  that  the  noble  lord 
the  other  night  should  have  brought  for- 
ward this  project,  instead  of  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer.  He  could  not 
conceive  the  reason  of  such  a  dereliction 
of  duty,  because  this  was  a  drv  subject  of 
finance,  very  foreign  from  those  topics 
upon  which  the  noble  lord  was  accui- 
tomed  to  enlarge.  But,  uj^on  a  little 
reflection,  the  reason  was  obvious,  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  brought  forward 
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the  tuhe-  iobeme  just  four  years  ago. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  actually 
employed  nearly  the  same  form  of  words  t 
he  expected,  he  said«  that  there  would  be 
an  aTaUable  surplus  of  4,000,QOCM. ;  and 
declared  that  stocks  were  so  rapidly  ibb- 
proving,  that  he  hoped  the  interest  on 
public  securities  would,  in  a  few  years, 
fall  to  S  per  cent.  For  the  accuracy  of 
this  statement,  he  begged  to  refer  hon. 
gentlemen  to  those  records,  which,  by 
•ome  accident  or  other  were  kept,  of 
proceedings  in  tfiat  house*  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  exultingly  said,  in  the 
year  1818,  that  the  Bank  would  then 
shortly  resume  cash  payments,  that  the 
funds  would  improre,  that  interest  would 
be  lowered,  and  that,  in  short,  every  thing 
would  theoeefbrth  go  ofi  surprisinsly  wen 
indeed,  but,  in  1819,  he  came  itown  to 
parliament  to  ask  for  8»000,000^  of  new 
taxes.  For  his  own  part,  he  doubted 
whether  the  sinking  fund  would  ever  pro- 
duce those  effects  which  were  anticipated 
from  it.  Had  he  no  doubt  on  this  bead, 
he  would  still  say,  that  if  the  funds  were 
to  be  raised  by  artificial  means,  the  sinking 
fund  would  be  not  a  benefit  but  a  detri- 
ment to  the  public.  The  hon.  member 
iix  Portarlington  had  already  said  truly, 
that  nay  operation  on  the  public  fundis, 
produced,  as  it  were,  by  force,  could  not 
affect  the  ^neral  rate  of  interest.    The 

general  capital  of  the  country  oould  only 
e  afiected  by  the  dealings  or 'speculations 
of  those  who  possessed  it.  Although 
Government  should  run  up  the  stocks,  tne 
ordinary  rate  of  interest  would  not  be 
superseded  by  that  circomstance.  He 
thought,  that,  if  the  sinking  fund  were 
done  away  with  to-morrow,  the  large  as- 
semblage of  persons  who  were  already 
invited  to  meet  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer would  be  too  numerous  for 
Palace-yard  to  contain.  He  did  not 
believe  that  if  the  plan  of  the  noble  lord 
was  then  and  there  submitted,  the  meeting 
would  be  perfectly  useless.  The  indivi- 
duals whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
to  meet  were  just  as  quick  and  as  discri- 
minating in  tliefr  calculationt  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  himself;  and  if  any  thing 
should  intervene  to  make  it  worth  their 
whiU,  they  would  to-morrow  be  just  as 
anxious  to  rim  the  stocks  down,  as  they 
were  now  to  run  them  up.  It  was  curious 
to  observe  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  always  extremely  intent  on  raising 
the  price  of  the  funds ;  and  it  was  also  to 
be  ooservedi  that  the  right  ben.  gentleaao, 


when  he  wished  ie  knev  whei  wai  pVoperv 
to  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
never  aent  for  the  member  for  6«iffi^k^ 
Norfolk,  or  Yorkshire,  or  any  other  of  the 
oountry-genllemen,  as  they  were  tenned ;: 
but  he  was  aeouatemed  to  send  for  one  or 
two  merchants  from  the  city-— £or  one  mr- 
two  of  the  monied  men,  or  for  aoatt  gen-i 
tleman  of  another  religion.  [A  laugh.] 
Without  meaning  any  reflection  on  then, 
it  must  be  supposed  that  ther  had  a  little* 
eye  to  their  own  interests surdy  [a  laugh], 
and  sometimes  without  their  even  famnwi 
aware  of  the  fact.  A  genUeman  who  lived- 
in  the  atmosphere  of  the  Royal  Excbaiife 
would  naturally  feel  anxious  to  overreacm,' 
in  the  way  of  bar^ab  and  aale,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  if  peuiUe.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  always  ready  to  raise  the 
stocks,  often  said  "  See  how  we  are  flou«-« 
rishing  ;*'  and  the  house  had  had  that  d^,. 
or  would  have  in  the  course  of  half  mm 
hour,  a  slowing  account  of  the  finanoeai. 
But  the  house  would  recollect  that  they 
had  heard  a  sinular  account  in  the  year 
1818:  he  begged  they  would  also  re-^ 
member  what  had  happened  in  the. year 
1819,  and  not  make  themselvea  too  sor* 
that  the  same  thing  might  not  happen  iii» 
1823.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  beeiv 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  deceived ;  and 
he  might  be  equally  deceived  hereafter. 
There  was  one  deception  which  be  seemed 
to  labour  under  evidently,  and  that  reg^- 
ded  the  interest  of  money.  The  high 
price  of  stock,  growing  out  of  the  increase 
of  the  property  of  the  country,  was  not  thef 
cause  of  lowering  the  interest  of  money, 
but  the  e&ct.  Stock  being  raised  by 
natural  means,  furnished  in  itself  a  narurtu^ 
proof  that  interest  must  generall v  be  re» 
duced.  He  had  been  astonishea  to  hear 
an  hon.  gentleman  assert,  that  if  the 
sinking  fund  were  taken  away,  much 
money  would  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 
Now  he  f  Mr.  T.)  had  meant  to  argue 
exactly  tne  other  way.  Money  was 
aent  out  of  the  country  every  day,  ia 
consequence  of  that  fund,  and  of  the 
other  projects  of  the  right  boo.  gentle- 
man. Million  after  million  had  lel^  the 
kingdom,  precisely  because  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  tried  lo  lower  the  interesif 
of  money.  Did  he  believe  that  he  could 
have  that  interest  one  thing  here,  and 
another  elsewhere  i  Did  he  suppose  that 
to  a  capitalist,  Holland,  France,  or  fiag^ 
land  were  not  one  great  Royal  Exohangei 
and  that,  provided  he  could  advan- 
tageously invest  hia  capital,  he  csred  noa 
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katfpenny  whether  the  funds  were 
English,  French,  or  Datch«  Was  it  not 
a  fiict,  that  from  the  moment  it  was  koowo 
tlttt  the  interest  on  goTemment  securities 
WM  to  be  Jowered,  all  the  foreign  securi- 
ties rase  Terj  considerably,  and  in  conse- 
goence  of  foreigners  sellic^  out  of  the 
nmds  of  this  country,  in  order  to  get  a 
better  interest  for  their  money  ?  This  tliey 
had  done,  not  from  any  improper  motire, 
bbt  on  the  fiiir  commercial  principle  of 
getting  the  most  upon  their  capital.  On 
these  grounds  he  must  say,  that  the  noble 
marquis's  plan  was  not  likely  to  lead  to 
those  consequences  of  which  so  many 
gentlemen  of  the  landed  interest  had 
augered  so  &yourabIy,  and  especially  as 
regarded  the  reduction  of  interest.  Gen- 
tlemen would  do  well  to  take  care  that 
they  did  not  borrow  money  at  one  rate  of 
interest  to  day,  which  they  might  have  to 
repay  at  another  rate  of  interest  to-mor- 
row. It  was  true  that  a  person  who  bor- 
rowed money  on  mortgage  might  be 
afiected  by  sudi  a  reduced  rate,  but  tt  was 
by  no  means  obvious  that  the  rest  of  the 
landed  interest  could  be  materially  affected 
by  the  change.  What  was  it  to  the  far- 
mer t  Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  believe 
that  the  farmer  could  not  borrow  money 
now,  eiren  with  facility  ?  In  every  county 
of  England  money  was  going  a  begging ; 
finr  it  was  not  that  money  was  wanting, 
but  that  security  was  wanting.  Let 
them  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  to  what 
they  pleased,  if  security  was  wanting 
the  reduction  was  of  no  use.  If,  as  he 
was  willing  to  persuade  himself,  he  was 
addressing  gentlemen  who  were  the  true 
representatives  of  their  tenantry  and  of 
the  landed  interest,  he  would  beg  to  ask 
them  what  kind  of  report  they  would 
make,  when  they  returned  to  the  country, 
to  represent  what  had  been  the  result  of 
all  their  exertions  >  Would  it  not  be  ta 
this  effect: — <* Gentlemen,  you  may  be 
satisfied  that  what  has  been  done  hss  put 
aH  the  stockholders  in  motion ;  we  never 
saw  them  in  greater  force,  and  when  we 
came  out  of  town,  they  were  all  in  high 
spirits:  and  as  for  you,  gentlemen,  we 
have  sot  you  a  shilling  per  bushel  off"  the 
malt.'  Now,  if  country  gentlemen  were 
satisfied  with  that,  if  they  were  ready  to 
bow  to  the  decision  of  the  minister,  if 
after  the  paltry  reduction  which  he  pro* 
posed  they  retired  satisfied,  it  waa  not  for 
nim  to- censure  them,  they  were  best  ac« 
quainted  with  theh*  OfSn  interests,  bot  he 
oidy  asked  as  a  ftif  our  diat  he  might  not 


hear  any  more  clamour  from  them  c  he 
only  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  more 
county  meetings ;  and  that  he  should  hear 
no  moraine  speeches  from  gentlemen  on 
the  embarraasments  of  the  landed  inte* 
rests.  How  was  the  satisfaction  of  gen- 
tlemen to  be  accounted  for  ?  How  easy^ 
in  the  opinion  of  such  men,  was  confuston 
avoided  and  distress  relieved,  when  a  re- 
duction of  Is.  a  bushel  on  the  tax  oa  mals 
was  held  as  a  signal  cure.  To  such  gen« 
tlemen,  if  such  there  were  in  that  House, 
it  would  appear  that  this  country,  dis- 
tracted and  nearly  ruined,  was  all  the 
time  they  so  described  it,  within  one  shil- 
ling the  bushel  on  the  malt  tax,  of  a  state 
of  ease  and  prosperity .~-He  would  now 
say  a  word  with  respect  to  the  operation 
of  the  sinking  fund  proposed  by  the  noble 
lord*  It  was  suggested  by  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Brougham),  that  the  sinknw 
fund,  instead  of  being  applied  as  pointed 
out  by  the  noble  lord,  ^ould  be  applied 
in  aid  of  the  burthen  of  taxes.  He  agreed 
entirely  in  the  opinion  of  his  mmed 
friend :  he  was  for  relieving,  without  delay 
tlie  distresses  of  the  country,  by  the  meana 
that  presented  themselves.  But  was  it 
from  that  to  be  inferred,  that  his  learned 
friend  or  himself  wished  to  ruin  puUiiS 
credits— wished  to  strip  the  Treasury  of 
every  shilling  it  contained  ?  No,  as  far  aa 
he  was  himself  concerned,  and  he  migbl 
say  the  same  for  his  learned  friend,  hewai 
a  sincere  friend  to  the  public  creditor^ 
and  wished  to  preserve  sacred  theenffage* 
ments  of  the  country.  His  learned  mend 
had  been  unfairly  treated.  His  object 
was  to  relieve  agricultural  distress :  but 
his  meaning  was  tortured  and  misrcpre*^ 
sented.  Gentlemen  were  told—**  it  is 
clear  some  mysterious  object  labours  in  the 
mind  of  the  learned  gentleman,  some 
object  injurious  to  public  credit— some 
object  which  cannot  bear  the  light."  Such 
was  the  construction  put  upon  the  words 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  but  he  was 
sure  that  the  motives  and  the  object  of 
his  learned  friend  would  bear  a  more 
steady  light^ — a  more  strict  inquiry  than 
the  views  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  that  House.  It  was  his  opinion,  that 
more  substanthil  good  would  be  effected 
by  applying  tlie  sinking  fund,  in  aid  eC 
taxatioA,  which  would  give  immediate 
rlefie^  than  by  applying  that  fund  larw«da 
the  redemption  of  the  debt.  By  th^ 
plan  of  the  neUe  lord,  they  would  derh# 
Ibe  adyanlage  of  reducmg  the  fiye  per 
—mid  Ibe  lesolulioQ  of  ^  rtghl; 
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thtt  if  certaia  taxes  were  repealed,  the 
others  would  become  more  productive? 
His  objection  to  the  noble  lord's  plan  was 
shortly  this — Chat  for  a  present  grievance 
it  proposed  a  distant  remedy.  As  for  hb 
own  proposition,  if  he  thought  that  it 
could  have,  in  the  smallest  degree,  the 
disastrous  consequence  which  was  attri- 
buted to  it,  namely,  that  it  would  be  an 
infraction  of  the  public  faith,  he  would 
not  say  another  word  about  it.  But  what 
was  the  ground  of  the  dismay  with  which 
it  was  looked  at?  Last  ^ear,  when  the 
surplus,  instead  of  five  millions,  was  only 
1,400,000/.  no  dismay  wasexcited,  because 
that  surplus  was  not  applied  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord.  The  revenue 
had  thus  flourished  under  the  smaller 
income:  nobody  knew  of  the  larger 
amount  till  now :  nor  did  he  believe  that 
they  would  have  known  of  it,  but  for  Uie 
agricultural  distresses,  and  the  necessity 
there  was  to  send  the  country  gentlemen 
back  to  their  constituents  with  somethioe 
to  say  to  them.  He  did  believe  that  if 
4,000,000/.  of  taxes  were  taken  off,  that, 
(to  borrow  an  expression  from  the  noble 
lord )  would  be  a  principle  of  relief  which 
would  vivify  and  fructify  throughout  the 
whole  country.  If  taxes  were  taken  off 
any  article  to  a  certain  amount,  it  was 
always  admitted  that  the  portion  which 
remamed  would  improve.  In  this  way  the 
country  nright  be  relieved,  and  the  reve- 
nue not  proportionallv  Injured  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxes.  But  m  addition  to  tfais» 
there  was  surely  something  more  to  be 
done  in  the  way  of  retrenchment.  He 
had  a  perfect  conviction  that  very  con* 
siderable  savings  might  be  made,  and  if 
these  savings  were  added  to  the  surplus 
which  would  remain  from  the  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue,  after  the  proposed 
reduction  of  taxes,  a  sufficient  fund  would 
be  created  to  maintain  public  credit,  and 
gradually  to  redeem  the  public  debt.  On 
this  ground  he  would  take  bis  stand — ^that 
the  reduction  of  taxes,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  'would  more  benefit  the 
public,  without  any  injustice  to  the  fund- 
holder,  than  the  application  of  five  millions 
raised  in  a  season  of  distress  to  pay  off 
debt.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  his 
•ugg^tion,  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  had  not  taken  a  hastv  view  of  the 
subject ;  he  had  long  considered  it,  and 
he  had  come  to  his  present  conclusion,  in 
opposition  to  his  former  opinion,  with 
reluctance.  He  could  only  hold  but 
prospecu  of  inoreasing  improvement  bj 


hon.  genderoan  embraced  that  object,  and 
rook  credit  for  it,  as  if  it  had  been  already 
accomplished ;  vet  it  was  a  matter  at  least 
of  doubt,  whether  the  scheme  could  be 
carried  into  efiect  to  the  extent  contem- 
plated by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  If 
he  might  be  allowed  to  use  so  homely  a 
phrase,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
might  find  that  many  of  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  had  to-morrow  to  deal, 
were  ••  Yorkshire  too.*'  He  did  not  very 
well  understand  this  scheme  of  reduction, 
for,  supposing  that  he  did  not  like  to  take 
the  4>  per  cents.,  government,  he  ima|ined, 
must  give  him  his  money  in  the  capital  of 
the  fives.  Very  likely  they  might  be  pre- 
pared to  do  so ;  but  admitting  that  only 
some  might  walk  off  with  the  money  in 
their  pockets,  while  others  took  the  4  per 
cents.,  it  was  no  very  trifling  matter  to 
procure  100,000,000/.,  or  120.000,000^, 
to  pay  these  parties  withal.  He  should 
say,  that  if  they  took  4,000,000/.  in  aid  of 
the  taxes,  and  left  1,000,000/.  to  operate 
by  way  of  sinking  fund,  every  possible 
risk  would  be  obviated.  Ministers  had 
id  ways  testified  an  extraordinary  anxiety  to 
prevent  the  fundholder  from  suflering  the 
slightest  inconvenience.  When  did  it 
happen  that  in  any  one  quarter,  when  the 
fonaholder  was  to  be  paid  his  interest, 
they  had  declined  borrowing  of  the  Bank 
of  England  ?  They  had  gone  on  for  years, 
borrowing  in  this  way  most  unblushingly; 
for  that  was  the  only  term  applicable  to 
such  conduct.  They  had  gone  on,  prating 
about  public  credit,  and  yet  they  had  done 
all  in  their  power  to  burden  and  oppress 
it.  It  was  objected,  that  if  they  were  to 
adopt  the  plan  he  had  now  suggested, 
they  would  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
1,400,000/.;  but  did  anyone  doubt  the 
great  benefit  which  woula  accrue  fr<»m  the 
repeal  of  4,000,000/.  of  taxes  ?  An  hon. 
gent,  who  had  spoken  that  night  with 
ability,  had  said,  that  taxes  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  fall  of  prices.  Nobody 
said  they  had;  but  if  a  man  laboured 
under  a  variety  of  distresses,  and  you  did 
away  with  a' certain  number  of  them,  pro 
tanto  you  relieved  him.  If  the  fieirmer, 
on  carrying  his  produce  to  market,  had 
reason  to  complain  of  low  prices,  it  was 
at  least  pleasant  that,  in  jiding  home,  he 
should  not  be  met  by  a  person  in  the  shape 
of  a  tax-gatherer  demanding  money  which 
he  had  not  got.  Did  the  hon.  gentleman 
believe  that  if  5,000,000/.  of  taxes  were 
taken  off,  the  gross  amount  of  the  revenue 
would  be  diminished;  or  was  he  not  aware 
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affording,  at  preseot,  great  substantial  re- 
lief. Let  the  House  recollect,  that  if  a  new 
war  were  to  afflict  the  countrj,  it  would 
be  the  better  able  to  bear  five  millions 
of  new  taxes,  because  it  was  now  relieved 
from  their  pressure.  So  far  was  he  from 
being  disposed  to  make  any  attack  on 
public  credit,  that  he  would  uphold  it  in 
the  most  e^ctual  manner;  and  the  motion 
of  his  noble  friend,  he  could  assure  them, 
had  nothing  in  it  alarming.  Suppose 
they  were  to  apply  the  amount  of  all  the 
savmgs  to  increase  the  sinking  fund,  he 
was  convinced  that  the  country  would 
care  very  little  about  retrenchment.  He 
knew  of  nothing  that  would  settle  all  cla- 
mour for  retrenchment  so  effectually,  as 
felling  the  people  that  all  the  savings 
would  go  to  increase  th^  sinking  fund,  and 
none  of  them  would  be  felt  in  a  reduction 
of  taxes.  The  country,  by  its  loudly 
expressed  voice,  now  forced  the  govern- 
ment to  lessen  the  expense  of  the  esta- 
blishment; but  the  moment  it  was  to 
learn  that  the  surplus  revenue  was  not  to 
go  to  the  relief  of  the  pressure  of  the 
public  burthens,  it  would  no  longer  care 
about  the  matter.  The  noble  lord  antici- 
pated great  advantage  from  the  application 
of  5,0W,000JL  of  sinking  fund,  in  raising  the 
stocks*  and  lowering  the  rate  of  interest. 
Now,  the  lowering  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
if  it  proceeded,  as  he  had  no  doubt  it  did, 
from  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, would  take  place  sooner  the  more  that 
prosperity  increased,  by  a  reduction  of 
the  public  burthens.  And  here  he  could 
not  omit  the  opportunity  of  saving  a  word 
respecting  this  growing  prosperity.  He 
was  willing  to  allow,  without  being  re- 
strained by  any  political  or  party  bias,  that 
the  country  was  generally  in  a  state  of 
growing  prosperity.  He  could  not  believe, 
when  he  saw  many  branches  of  the  indus- 
try and  trade  of  the  country  improvine, 
that  the  country  itself  could  be  retrograd- 
ing. The  prosperity  of  some  was  the 
improTement  of  all.  There  was  a  demand 
for  capital,  and  an  employment  of  it, 
which  evinced  increasing  industry  and 
extending  profits ;  and  this  growing  pros- 

Cerity  would  be  promoted  and  accelerated 
y  a  relief  from  taxation.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  give  any  opinion  about  the 
intended  financial  negotiation  of  to-mor- 
jrowf  but  he  might  suggest  that  the  five 
per  cents  might  be  more  conveniently 
paid  off  next  year«  when  the  other  kinds 
of  stock  would  rise  by  the  reduction  of 
interest^    occasioned  .by.  the  increasing 


prosperity.  He  bad  to  apologise  to  the 
House  for  occupying  its  attention  so  long. 
He  assured  it  that  none  of  the  opinions 
which  he  uttered  had  been  formed  without 
the  maturest  deliberation.  He  should  not 
be  ashamed  to  change  his  opinions  upon 
any  question  of  public  policy,  but  he 
should  not  do  so  but  upon  the  most  ma- 
ture and  deliberate  reflection. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  origin  of  the 
sinking  fund,  as  established  by  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  had,  however,  not  stated  it  quite  cor- 
rectly. The  right  hon.  gentleman  com- 
plained that  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt  had 
been  departed  from  with  respect  to  the 
sinking  fund ;  but  he  should  have  stated, 
also,  that  if  that  system  had  been  adhered 
to,  the  country  would  now  be  subjected 
to  17  millions  of  additional  taxes.  If  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  conceived  it  intoler- 
able to  keep  up  a  sinking  fund  of  five 
millions,  how  much  more  oppressive 
should  he,  in  fairness,  consider  it  to  pre- 
serve entire  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which 
would  subject  the  country  to  17  millions 
of  additional  taxes  ?  Such  a  sum  would 
have  enabled  us  to  reduce  rapidly  the 
public  debt,  and  to  perform  great  financial 
results.  The  sacrifice,  however,  would 
have  been  in  proportion  to  the  advantage. 
Instead  of  being  able  to  remit  taxes  after 
the  peace,  we  should  now  have  been 
labouring  under  the  great  burthen  and 
unalleviated  pressure  of  17  millions  of 
taxes.  The  property  tax,  and  other  taxes 
which  had  been  reduced,  would  have  been 
necessarily  kept  up  to  their  war  amount. 
It  was  true  that  our  sinking  fund  of  five 
millions  was  small,  when  compared  with 
17  millions;  but  it  seemed  aueouate  to 
the  support  of  public  creditf  if  religiously 
guardea  and  properly  applied  to  redeem 
the  debt.  Though  nominally  greater 
before  the  late  change,  it  was  never  so 
effective ;  for  it  could  not  be  denied  that» 
however  great  the  nominal  amount  of  a 
sinking  fund,  the  only  part  of  it  applicable 
to  the  redemption  of  debt  was  the  surplus 
of  the  public  income  over  the  public  ex- 
penditure. It  had  been  asked,  if  the 
nominal  sinking  fund  had  been  abolished, 
why  keep  up  the  machinery  by  which  its 
operations  were  carried  on  I  To  this  he 
replied,  that,  connected  as  ii  was  with  all 
the  late  acts  of  parliament  regarding 
finance,  the  entire  sweeping  away  of  the 
machinery  would  require  other  changes, 
and  therefore  was  a  measure  not  to  be 
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hastily  undertaken.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  committed  a  mistake,  when  he 
asserted  that  the  sinking  fand  of  Mr.  Pitt 
in  1786  began  by  an  existing  surplus  of 
re  venire  over  expenditure.  The  fact 
was,  that  800,000/.  new  taxes  were  then 
imposed  towards  creating  the  fund.  In 
1792,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  fund 
of  one  per  cent  on  every  loan  to  be  sub* 
aequeritly  contracted.  Alt  loans  con- 
tracted between  1792  and  1798  were 
contracted  subject  to  this  provision  for 
their  redemption^  and  the  public  creditor 
had  a  right  to  expect  tl>at  this  rule  which 
had  been  departed  from  between  1798 
and  1802,  and  again  restored,  should  be 
adhered  to.  It  had  been  of  late  years 
neglected.  The  6rsl  alteration  was  made 
between  1798  and  1802.  The  original 
fund  established  in  1786,  was  not  to  ac- 
cumulate beyond  four  millions — the  inter- 
est of  the  redeemed  debt  remaining  at 
the  disposal  of  parliament.  In  1802,  the 
two  sinking  funds  were  united.  The  pro- 
posal of  his  noble  friend,  to  set  apart  five 
millions  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt, 
varied  only  from  the  original  plan  by  in- 
creasing the  amount.  The  country  re- 
quired, for  the  support  of  public  credit, 
B  large  and  efficient  surplus  of  revenue 
over  expenditure:  5»000,()00/.  was  the 
least  that  they  thought  would  answer  the 
purpose.  This  sum,  however,  had  never 
yet  been  realized,  though  the  public  cre- 
ditor, who  had  not  obtained  the  one  per 
cent  for  the  reduction  of  his  debt,  had  a 
right  to  expect  as  Aiuch.  In  the  opinion 
of  ministers,  the  resolution  of  1819,  which 
declared  that  five  millions  ought  to*  be  so 
empk>yed,  should  be  as  strictly  adhered 
to  as  the  original  sinking  fund  was,  so 
long  as  the  state  of  the  country  would 
admit.  There  was  now  every  prospect 
that  the  amount  would  not  fall  short  of 
the  estimate,  though  it  had  never  yet 
ceme  up  to  it,  being  last  year  only 
2,600,000/.,  and  not  1,400,000^.,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
Hie  right  hon.  gentleman  was  likewise  In 
error  when  he  argued  that  all  the  advan- 
tage which  the  country  would  derive  from 
the  retrenchment  in  our  establishments 
and  the  financial  operations  in  the  5  per 
cents  would  be  only  1,500,000/.  That 
was  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  remitted^ 
but  it  did  not  comprehend  all  the  ad  van- 
ti^es  that  might  accrue.  The  country 
would  be  relieved  by  a  constantly  grow- 
ing fund,  and  the  lowering  of  interest 
vi4ikh  weutd  reauk  froaa  the  secure  state 


of  public  credit  would  confer  great  bene- 
fit on  all  who  required  loans  of  money. 
The  hon.  member  tor  Wiluhire  had  said, 
on  a  former  evening,  that  the  million  and 
a  half  of  land  tax  remitted  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  one  per  cent  on  the  rent  of 
the  tenant  which  fie  argued  would  be 
very  inefficient  in  the  way  of  relief;  but» 
appropriating  the  amount  of  4,000,000/., 
(which  was  the  utmost  proposed  to  be 
reduced),  the  relief  could  not  be  much 
more  than  2^  per  cent.  For  the  sake  of 
this  trifling  reduction  of  the  burthens  of 
which  the  agricultural  interest  complainedi 
they  ought  not  to  make  this  country 
descend  from  that  eminence  of  public 
credit  in  which  it  surpassed  all  other 
countries.  When  the  country  was  called 
upon  to  make  a  sort  of  composition  with 
its  creditors,  they  were  bound  to  show  ita 
insolvency.  Now,  to  what  were  they  to 
appeal  to  show  that  fact  ?  With  respect 
to  the  general  state  of  the  country,  though 
it  was  not  to  be  denied,  that  a  great 
pressure  was  felt  by  the  agriculturists, 
yet  the  traders  and  manufacturers  of  the 
country  were  in  an  improving,  if  not  a 
flourishing  condition.  Since  the  year 
1789,  imports  had  greatly  increased,  and 
the  consumption  of  Briti^  manufactures 
in  foreign  countries  had  doubled  within 
that  period. — Here  the  right  hon.  geatle- 
roan  went  into  a  review  of  the  resources 
and  trade  of  the  country,  which  differed 
in  very  few  particulars  from  the  state- 
ment made  on  a  former  evening  by  lord 
Londonderry.  As  a  proof  of  the  sta- 
bility of  the  country,  he  stated,  that  of 
56,000,000/.  which  were  collected  withia 
the  last  year,  there  was  only  a  deficiency 
of  400,000/.  relumed  to  the  Exchequer. 
He  stated  also,  that  in  the  savhiga  banks 
an  additional  sum  of  1,300,000/.  had  been 
lodged  within  the  last  year.  The  reduc- 
tion of  taxes,  therefore,  did  not  appear  a 
matter  of  indispensable  necessity,  and 
wouM  be  thotight  by  all  seMible  men  to 
be  dearly  purchased,  by  any  intetftreiico 
with  the  delicate  subject  of  public  CFedit*^ 
What,  he  would  ask,  had  elevated  us  above 
all  other  nations  i  What  had  given  us  io 
much  power  in  the  late  struggle  I  What 
had  enabled  us  to  excite  and  to  direct  tJio 
military  force  of  Europe  from  St»  Peterv- 
burgh  to  Cadis  ?  It  was  the  public  credit, 
which  h^  now  implored  them  to  preservei 
He  hoped  they  would  not  come  to  \\m 
resolution  that  night  of  committing,  what 
he  should  Dot  hesitate  to  call  an  act  of 
poKticid  iuieide.    The  system  whid^  tb^ 
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were  ciUed  npon  that  nifht  to  orerturn,  Home,  Joseph 
was    btie  which  was  foflowed  by  other    Hurst,  R. 
countries.    FVance,  treading  in  our  foot-    Hatchin8on,hon.C.H. 
steps,  bad  now  a  gr«itcr  sinking  fund  in    j^     ^j 
proportion  to  ker  debt,  than  we  bad ;  and    -         -'- 
America  bad  a  sinking  fund  that  would 
redeem  her  debt  in  less  than  twenty  years. 
He»  therefore,  looked  to  the  House  for 
the  exertion  of  its  tigour  and  firmness  to 
preserve   this    great  monument  of  our 
strength  and  security.    Never  was  a  more 
important  question  submitted  to  parlia- 
ment than  that  on  which  they  were  that 
night  called  upon  to  decide.     Upon  that 
night*s  decision  depended  whether  or  no 
the  plan  laid  down  bv  ministers  would  be 
steadily  ptirsued*    Should  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord  be   entertained   by   the 
House,  the  project  which  he*  (the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer)  and  his  noble 
friend  had  in  vievr,  must  necessarily  be 
abandoned.    As  they  all  agreed  thiat  the 
true  glory  of  the  countrv  depended  on 
public  credit,  he  hoped  the  vote  of  that 
night  would  leave  it  inviolate. 

Afler  a  short  reply  from  lord  Althorp, 
die  House  divided:  For  the  original  mo« 
tion,  125;  Against  it,  2S4.  Mr.  Robin- 
son*s  resolutions  were  then  put,  and  agreed 
to. 
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Friday f  Fehruary  22. 

Navy  Estimatbs.]  The  Cbaaoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  haviojg  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  for  goiog  iato  a  ConHnittee 
of  Supply, 

Mr*  Humt  said,  he  would  not  consent 
to  the  House  resoWing  itself  into  the  oom- 
mittee  at  present  if  he  could  pretent  it, 
and  be  would  state  his  reasons.  In  the 
last  session  it  was  stated  by  ministers, 
that,  for  the  fiiture,  every  inlbrmatioa 
would  be  given  that  might  be  requisite  to 
explain  tne  particulars'  of  the  proposed 
estimates.  Notwithstanding  this  promise, 
which  the  noble  marquis  was  bound  to 
fulfil,  thev  now  refused  to  grant  any  iu> 
count  in  aetaO  of  the  appliqation  of  tm 
large  sums  which  they  called  upon  the. 
House  to  grant.  They  on  this  night  caUoGb 
for  a  sum  of  not  less  than  1^,781, SS5/L  for' 
charge  of  wages,  victuals,  wefir  and  tear,^ 
and  ordnance  for  the  navy,  ^d  this  was! 
called  for  without  ^ny  other  ^9^1!  than 
what  was  contained  in  four  line^  which, 
merely  gave  the  four  heads  of  exjg^oudit^^. 
under  whiVh  the  nioney  was  to  bq  applied^. 
Heretofore  it  bad  been  the  custom  of  the* 
House  to  pass  such  1^  vote  stci  s&n^jo,  and^ 
it  was  not  until  the  last  year  that  any- 
previous  explanations  were  demanded  re- 
specting the  details^  It  wobld  be  recol- 
lected, that  in  1817,  the  noble  marquis, 
as  he  (Mr.  H.)  understood  from  the  pub- 
lished reports  of  ii(hat  passed  iu  parlia- 
ment, wjbiqh  were  pretty  accurate^  stated,. 
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dnt  llie  eiUnmtes  of  that  year  were 
hroQ^i^  dowri  As  low  as  could  at  that 
tioie  be  expected ;  not  as  low  as  it  was 

Jiossible  for  them  to  be  made  hereafter, 
br  it  was  to  be  expected  that  they  would 
become  lower  every  succeeding  year  of 

teace.  There  was  then  in  the  estimates, 
;  was  aaidy  an  aggregarte  of  three  millions 
md  a  half  for  extraordinary  war  charges, 
which  would  net  ocjcur  agam ;  but  instead 
^  ftodiikg  that  stalement  borne  out  by 
mlbseoiient  circumstances,  it  turned  out 
that'  the  estimates  had  rather  increased 
than  decreased  iii  the  naval  department 
eveiy  year  shice.  In  1817,  the  estimates 
ibr  seamen's  wages,  victualling,  wear 
and  tear,  and  ordnance,  were  fixed  at 
1,556,100/. ;  and  the  commttteef  of  finance 
<Sstin«tly  stated,  that  they  anticipated  a 
^adual  reduction  on  all  the  charges  for 
which  that  sum  was  a  provision,  except 
Che  head  of  seamei^'s  iv^ages,  which  couid 
not  take  place,  as  it  would  be  found 
fhat  the  nuniber  of  able  seamen  em- 
ployed during  peace  was  greater  in 
proportion  than  in  time  of  war ;  but  the 
eokmnittee  did  anticipate  a  gradual  re- 
duction on  all  the  other  heads  of  expen- 
diture* After  this  statement,  what  was 
his  surprise  to  find,  that  in  the  first  vote 
fh€7  were  called  upon  to  grant  for  the 
tieNr^,  alid  he  entreated  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  t6  this  point,  a  sum  of 
1\7SUS^5L  for  that  service,  for  which  his 
ihajeftty's  mhiistet^  had  said  in  1817  that 
1,^6,10(V«  would  be  sufficient.  Here, 
then,  wai'ah  increase  of  225,220/.  in  the 
sixth  year  of  peace,  beyond  what  it  was 
in  the  fourth.  Now  he  would  a^k,  why 
^lould  not  the  House  reduce  those  esti- 
mates to  what  they  were,  he  would  not 
sby  before  the  war.  but  to  what  ministers 
themselves  had  declared  was  sufficient  in 
1817?  But  this  not  being  the  case,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  consent 
t6  vote  a  single  shilling  until  they  gfot  a 
dkBCalled -account  of  the  lAanner  in  which 
the  stimk  called  for  were  to  be'  applied. 
Here  was  a  demand,  in  four  lines,  or  sncH^ 
lai'ge  sums  as— for  wages  of  seameh, 
593,775/.  sAd  for  wear  afid'tear  of  shit)s;' 
582,550/.;  fo^  victualling,  5i9ffi50t.,  arid 
itii'  navyordnknc^,  95,5501,  N6w,  he 
wahted  t6'  khbw  in  what  n^nber  those 
f6^  sums  [#«r6 16  be'exjpbnded.  In  the 
ffi^t'pte^eVhe  wiiftwfd  the  H<^u^e  to  be 
M6rtii\id  Df'the  pMicul^s  of  the  fir^t 
^bte^,  but  ^o  bii/  dkiknds,-  bei^tofor^,  ofi 
Ififo'  helcda^diiitinct  refiilsal'  watf  givitt. 


Hdw&nfC^ddiitaakiifRiiW^  toihose  wUbb 
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had  been  calted  for  and  given  to  the 
finance  committee.  By  one  of  the  re- 
turns before  the  House,  it  appeared  that 
the  charge  for  the  establishment  of  the 
royal  marines  was  340,666/.  for  1821, 
while  in  the  former  peace,  the  charge  did 
not  exceed  130,000/.  Now  he  contended 
that  if  the  present  «ums  were  granted 
without  an  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of 
their  appllcatiori,  without  having  a  return 
of  the  officers  employed  in  various  depart- 
ments, and  of  the  several  sums  paid  to 
each,  members  Would  be  precluded  at 
any  other  time  from  taking  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  titaff  officers  of  th^ 
marines,  which  he  thought  they  ought  to 
inquire  into,  as  particularly  as  intb  the 
staffi)  of  the  army  and  artillery.  1*hey 
had  a  number  of  situations  connected 
with  the  royal  marine  establishments; 
which  he  Idoked  upon  as  little  better  than; 
if  not  in  fact,  shiecures ;  and  though  it 
might  be  said  that  these  were  given  to 
very  ueserving  officers,  yet  the  House 
should  know,  the  grounds  of  an  expendi- 
ture which  cost  the  country  a  sum  of  not 
less  than  20/.  per  day.  There  was  5/.  sf 
day  to  a  general,  4/.  to  a  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, 3/.  to  a  major-general,  2/.  each  to 
four  colonels  atid  so  on  ;  but  the  reasons 
for  all  this  expensive  staff  should  be  stated; 
and  examined  by  the  House,  befbre  they" 
granted  the  money.  He  found  that  th^ 
expense  for  marine  barracks  was  not  lesa 
than  12,068/.  Was  it  to  be  said,,  that  alf 
this  was  necessary  where  a  great  portion 
of  the  men  were  afloat?  Was  all  that 
sum  to  go  in  repairs  ?  If  so,  he  would 
say,  that  either  the  barracks  were  kept 
up  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  was  ne- 
cessary, or  that  the  repahv  themselves 
were  the  subject  of  a  job.  To  have  this 
explained,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
particulars  should  be  laid  before  the 
House. — There  was,  he  perceived,  an 
item  for  contingencies  to  no  less  than 
12,724/.  What  Was  the  nature  of  these] 
contingencies?  Was  the  House  to  be 
kept  in  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which 
this  was  to  be  applied?  If  they  were,' 
how  could  they  guard  against  misapplica-' 
tion  ?  Various  branches  of  expense  might 
beintroddckd  uhder  this  head,  to  which' 
the  House  might  not  consent  if  they  were/ 
aWaiie  of  tifeixK  He  remembered,  thai  on 
one  occasfbn'it  hiad  beeti  stated  by  the 
comfaifesioneH  of  mflitary  etiquiry;  that! 
the~  expense  of  the  ehgmeei-  staff  was 
charged  unfler  the  head  of  dratight  cattle  f 
aild,  fW'  atJ^ht  the  House  now  knew/ 
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tQioUters  might  apply  some  of  those  cod- 
tingencies  in  pensions  or  useless  expense : 
but  let  them  have  all  the  particulars  be- 
fore them»  and  then  they  could  judge  of 
the  application.— He  saw  also  in  another 
estimate,  a  charge  for  a  paymaster  and 
inspector-general  of  marines  amounting  to 
about  2,9^.  per  annum.  To  this  subject, 
iie  had  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
on  a  former  occasion.  It  might  be  said 
noiTy  as  it  was  then,  that  they  were  very 
useful ;  but  the  information  which  he  had 
respecting  them  was,  that  they  might  be 
dispensed  with,  and  from  very  good  au- 
thority ;  and  the  present  was  a  time  when 
no  situation  of  doubtful  importance  ought 
to  be  kept  up.  From  the  returns  made 
to  the  House,  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
effective  service  of  the  navy  cost  the 
country  comparatively  but  a  small  sum ; 
while,  from  the  enormous  amount  of  civil 
estid>lishment8  connected  with  it  and 
ship-building,  the  estimates  amounted  to 
BfSOOfiOOL  It  was  in  order  that  the 
House  should  be  informed  of  the  details 
of  those  establishmenu  to  be  paid  by  this 
vote,  that  he  would  move  the  resolutions 
whidi  he  intended  to  submit.  His  first 
resolution  would  be  for  information  as  to 
the  application  of  the  large  sum  under  the 
head  of  wages;  bis  second  would  call  for 
similar  information  with  respect  to  the 
cost  of  victualling,  which  would  include 
a  return  of  the  prices  paid  for  provisions 
for  the  navy  in  the  years  181S,  1817  and 
1821.  He  Knew  that  the  victualling  de- 
partment could  purchase  provisions  as 
cheaply  as  any  other  persons,  and  much 
more  so.  The  prices  of  most  articles  of 
consumption  were  fallen  to  half  what  they 
were  a  few  years  back ;  and  if  so,  the 
provisions  could  be  provided  at  half  their 
Sarmer  price :  and  yet  it  was  singular,  that 
the  charge  for  victualling  the  navy  was 
IL  19f.  per  head,  whilst  in  1817  it  had 
been  21. 1«.  each.  It  might  be  said,  per- 
baps,  that  on  foreign  stations  this  could 
oot  be  the  case ;  but  he  mainuined,  that 
if  provisions  were  purchased  abrostd,  they 
could  be  procured  cheaper  than  in  this 
country ;  but  if  they  were  sent  out,  then, 
as  we  paid  for  the  hire  of  transports  under 
.^  particular  bead,  the  prices  would  be 
the  same  in  this  estimate. 

He  again  repeated,  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  consent  to  any  vote,  until 
thqr  had  iiill  inlbrmatioa  on  those  sub- 
jects. If  the  accounu  were  all  fair— if 
there  was  nothiiw  in  them  that  ought  not 
to  bei^-^wby  should  they  be  refus^  i    It 
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was.  treating  the  House  with  great  con*- 
tempt  to  refuse  them ;  but  if  tne  House 
would  support  him,  he  pledged  himself, 
that  if  he  remained  until  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow, he  would  oppose  every  vote  of 
supply  until  those  accounts  were  granted. 
He  took  blame  to  himself  for  havmegiven 
way  so  often  last  session,  and  for  not 
having  called  for  details  of  the  expense  of 
various  branches  of  the  navy  estimates. 
If  ever  there  was  a  time  wlien  the  moss 
minute  examination  should  be  nuide  into 
our  expenditure,  if  ever  there  was  a  time 
when  it  was  important  that  not  a  shilling 
should  be  voted  but  what  was  absolutely 
necessary ;  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
the  pressure  of  the  most  severe  distress 
called  for  the  most  rigid  economy  in  everv 
department,  that  time  had  now  arrived. 
The  time  had  arrived  when  we  should  Ipok 
with  the  greatest  strictness  to  the  conduct 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  whose 
promises  had  been  utterly  falsified ;  for 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  promised  a 
surplus  of  revenue  of  4,000,000/.,  and.  we 
ffot  only  1,400,000^  in  the  last  year;  and 
he  (Mr.  H.)  maintained  that  there  never 
would  be  any  efficient  surplus  unless  that 
House  interfered.  He  had  shown  on  a 
former  evening  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  entirely  wrong  in  his  calcula|ioQ 
as  to  the  surplus  revenue.  The  statements 
which  he  then  made  had  renuuned  wholly 
uncontradicted  and  the  result  had  proved 
his  (Mr.  H.'s)  accuracy.  Let  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  contradict  them  if  he  could. 
The  third  resolution  which  he  should 
submit  would  be  for  details  of  the  estimate 
for  wear  and  tear  of  ships :  bis  reason  for 
wishing  for  this  account  was,  the  promise 
which  had  been  held  out  by  the  finance 
committee,  that,  after  a  short  time,  our 
expenses  under  the  head  of  building 
and  repairs  would  be  considerably  diim« 
nished.  He,  of  course,  admitted  that  it 
was  necessary  that  ships  laid  up  in  ordinary 
should  be  well  repaired ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  vessels  so  laid  op  were  now  in  a 
better  condition  than  thev  had'  ever  been 
known  before,  and  that  the  whole  system 
of  our  ordinary  was  the  best  which  could, 
be  adopted  [Hear] ;  but  he.  ^ould  not, 
see  why  the  gross  amount  of  wear  and 
tear  under  the  head  he  had  mentioned 
should  be  9o  great.  The  sums  we  had 
expended  for  wear  and  tear  in  building 
and  repairs  of  ships  in  ordinarv,  since  the 
war  were  most  enormous.  Iney  were 
oot  less  than  l7,000,00tf.  [|Ieai^  hear» 
from  a  memher  po  the  mmiSerial  stde.2 
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If  (coiititined  Mr.  Hume)  the  boo;  gentle- 
mfto  doubted  tbe  fact,  he  would  read  for 
biiD»  from  the  several  estimates,  an  extract 
of  which  be  held  in  his  hand,  as  printed 
last  session,  the  particular  somsexpiended 
in  eadi  rear.  Tbe  amount  would  be 
Ibond  as  he  had  suted  it— a  sum  which 
one  would  think  large  enough  to  build  all 
tbe  navies  in  the  world*  Now,  after  that 
large  expenditure,  it  ought  to  be  expected 
that  the  estimates,  under  the  head  of 
wear  and  tear,  would  not  be  so  much  in 
the  present  year,  and  particularly  after 
the  statement  of  the  finance  committee. 
Besides,  there  was  not  the  same  cause  of 
wear  and  tear  now,  that  existed  during 
the  war.  There  was  now  no  blockading 
in  the  winter  and  stormy  seasons.  Our 
ships  were  oot  exposed  to  the  same 
hazard ;  the  time  of  naval  officers  was  now 
passed  in  comparative  ease  and  pleasure. 
[Hear,  from  the  ministerial  side*]  lie 
would  repeat  it,«-it  was  passed  in  ease  and 
pleasure,  as  it  ought  to  be,  compared 
with  former  periods.  Ships  were  not  now 
engaged  in  blockading  the  Texel,  the 
Gulf  of  L^roos,  and  other  places,  as 
formerly,  with  a  vast  expense  m  the  con- 
sumption of  stores  of  every  kind,  and  a 
great  increase  in  the  charges  for  wear  and 
tear ;  and  when  that  charge  was  so  low 
In  1792,  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be 
moire  than  doubled  in  the  present  day. 
But  be  wanted  to  know  the  particular  de- 
tails of  this  expense,  and  then  the  House 
would  judge  whether  it  was  well  applied. 
The  fourth  resolution  which  he  intended 
to  move  applied  to  the  fourth  head  of  the 
public  expenditure ;  namel v,  to  the  esti- 
mates for  the  Ordnance  and  king's  stores, 
which  last  year  amounted  to  100,000/. 
though  they  had  now  been  reduced  to 
95.5201. 

Mr.  R.  WartL-^l  wish  to  inform  the 
hon.  genUemsn,  that  since  the  estimates 
were  presented,  a  further  reduction  has 
taken  place,  which  makes  them  amount 
to  not  more  than  SlfiOOL 
.  Mr.  Hume  was  glad  to  hear  that  such 
a.reduction  had  been  made ;  but  still  that 
^d  not  at  all  affect  his  argument.  He 
wished  to  have  detailed  accounts  of  tbe 
manner  in  whidi  the  money  voted  for  the 
Ordnance  estimates  was  expended ;  be- 
cause he  had  heard  from  pretty  good 
authority,  that  20,000^  of  it  had  been 
expended  on  the  Ordnance  craft.  Now, 
such  an  item  was  no  where  to  be  found  b 
tbe  estimates;  and  he  wished  to  know 
wjiy  ii  bad'  not  fi  place  tbeir,  if  it  bad 


been  expended  ?  Indeed,  there  was  notone 
item  given  in  round  numbers  which  did 
not  require  the  most  minute  explanation* 
Before  he  had  brought  forward  his  motion 
last  year  regarding  the  borough  of  Queen- 
borough,  he  had  been  told,  that  tbe 
whole  of  the  establishment  keoC  i^>  there 
was  paid  for  under  tbe  head  or  Ordnance 
craft.  This  might  or  might  not  be  tbo 
case,  but  be  never  could,  until  afow  days 
ago,  find  out  where  tbe  20,000?.  to  which 
he  alluded  was  charged  in  the  estimates. 
He  found  UfiOOL  put. down  there  for 
Ordnance  craft,  and  AtfilSL  for  magaainea 
for  navy  stores,  making  together  a  total, 
not  of  20,000L,  but  of  ISfildL  Now  he 
intended  to  say  a  word  or  two  at  a  future, 
time,  upon  the  employment  of  this  craft, 
which  was  chiefly  employed  in  sailing  to 
and  from  Sheemess  upon  mere  parties  of 
pleasure.  In  Appendix,  page  96,  to  the 
Third  Report  or  the  Fmance  Committee, 
the  committee  objected  to  the  floating 
roagaaines,  and  to  the  Ordnance  craft,  as 
belon|^ng  to  the  Ordnance,  and  stated  * 
that  if  such  vessels  were  required  they 
should  be  supplied  by  public  contract, 
and  not  be  Icept  up  as  govemroeBt 
vessels.  The  committee  Mated,  that  tbe 
gunpowder  kept  in  these  magasines  waa 
renaered  unfit  for  public  service  until  it 
was  restored.  For  what  purpose,  then, 
were  these  magazines  kept  up  i  Or  of 
what  use  could  they  possibly  be,  eaeept  > 
it  were  to  transfer  gunpowder  .to  than 
from  the  ships  cf  war  that  wene  under- 
going repair?  Instead  of  htving  oolr 
one  or  two  floating  magazmea  whi<» 
mi^t  be  useful  for  that  service,,  they  had 
fourteen  of  them  kept  up,  in  direct  oppo« 
sition  to  a  recommendation  of  that  finance 
committee.  In  the  same  manner  five  or 
six  vessels  had  been  hired  from  membera : 
of  the  corporation  of  Queenborough ; 
several  of  these  vessels  did  not  measure 
more  than  17  tons.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  opposite  hsd  stated,  that  one  naea- 
sured  SO  tons^  and  could  not  be  convinced 
to  the  conttarjT,  until  he  (Mr.  Hume) 
had  put  into  his  hand  an  offidal  retom, 
signed  by  his  own  i^oer,  captain  Dick- 
enson, that  that  craft  only  measured  90 
tons,  and  not  SO,  as  entmd  in  tbe  bst 
return  to  this  House.  Tbe  House  wodd 
recollect  how  much  disceid  they  bad 
witnessed  during  the  last  sessioii  about 
tbe  ship  Hanneny  or  the  Howe.  Now 
he  had  taken  Ae  trouble  to  get  that  viQBsel 
noeasured,  aiid  be  BMinfained,  In  apposi 
1  lioo-to  aU  that  tbe  hoiu  gstlemwi  bad 
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temorly  vngeif  thai  she  did  bot  neaaare 
more  thui  17  feont *    And  yet  the  expense 
to  which  thitt  vessel  annually  put  the 
^oountiy  was  394/.  lOt.  for  wasea  and  re- 
pttr.    If  the  p^eiB  for  which  he  intended 
Is  aaove  were  laid  on  the  tabloi  he  would 
uledfle  hinadf  to  prove  that  tfae^  vi 
hiied  &0B1  the  corporation  o€ 
borough  were  not  employed  more  than 
OBOortwo  days  in  a  month;  whatever 
might  be  the  case  with  veasela  wbioh  b^ 
loi^ed  to  proprietors  of  iaforior  mfloeBce.i 
As.  an  esmmptasof  the  cliMs  of  parsoas  in 
the  Ordaanca  craft,  he  would  state,  that 
oat  of  lid  mater  and  nsea  who  were  em* 
ployad  m  the  Ordbaoce  craft,  theve  were 
TA  of  thanr  voteos    of  Queenborough* 
Whether  that  was  or  was.  not  a  reason 
for  contiauing  those  vessela  io'  eroploy- 
moBt,  ootttrary  to  the  recommendadoii  of 
the  &»noe  committee^  heabouldieaveto- 
the  Ifoose  and  to  the  country  to^  deters 
Betidea  the  vessels  that  were  thus 
sployed  aa  flbatina  nEmgaaines>    there 
i  9  boys,  all  of  them  engaged  at  the 
of  nearly  II.  per  diem,   and  all  of 
them  belonging  to  difierent  voters  of  the 
town  of  Queenborough*    The  total  ex- 
panse to  whick  th^.  put  the  country, 
aasounted  to  no  losaa  sum  than'3»285/«  a 
y8ar,.of  which  a  full  half  was  dearprofit 
tor  the  proprietors,  the  wages  of  the  sea- 
mea  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  vessela 
evfdeBdy.not'amoanting  to  more  than  the 
other  hw«    Two  of  those  hoys  had,   to 
bis   knowle^e,    lain    before  Woolwich 
wtafff,  for  ibur  or  five  years,   doing  no>- 
thiag,  at  an  expense  of  1B«.  per  oiy  to 
the  nation.    Wewauoh  proceedings  ^oov^ 
rect  or  justifiable  i   He  maintaiaed  that 
they  were  not,  and  contended  that  they 
fdly  justified  the  demand  that  he  was 
making  for  finther  returns. 

He  trusted  he  had  sboam  enoimh'  to 
the  Hoase  to  convince  it  that  it  ought  not 
to  consent  to  vote  away  SlfiOOL  for  the 
esttasates  for  Ordoaace  for  the  service  of 
the  navy,  when  so  large  a  portion  of'  it 
had  been  expended  in  that  mamier  for 
very  different  purposes.  He  might  per> 
baaaiagambe  torn  Inr  an  hon.  ntetnber 
(ikL  CoAa)  tkatr  m>the  observasions 
hrhhd  just  naad^  hwhad  shown  that  he 
kaaapaotlaag  about  the  navv«  Ha  bad, 
hawever^  beeoataaa  pavtof via  lifb;  and 
b#(ahould<naver  Mikkof  gomg  to^'sea,*  as* 
be>had  been  adviM;  <o»iaf  wie4egged 
atbek  Hd^waasarpriaedthaieany^nieasiDieri 
iii->a>  Qritldi  .HoQBO  >of' CedSBWBa  *ceuM 
i4a*Aalk(:ititai*:h'a 
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he  had  deo^ ;  whh^  the  d^eeence  be  fbM 
for  the  hen*  member  who  had  u^ed  it 
only  prevented  hia^  firora  characteriaing 
as  It  dteserved.  [Hear.]  The  hon.  member 
then  proceeded  to  condemn  the  mann- 
fitttunng  of  gunpowder,  at  an  annual  ex- 
pense of  12,0001.  aa  a  very  uselesa  and 
unnecessary  expense.    He  was  dbcidedly^ 
of  opiaioo,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
trade,  private  maaefitetuvers  could  amply 
Atpply  the  wants  of  the  oduntry.    He  did' 
not  know  whether  government  had  made 
the  reductions  at  Fe/versham  end  Walthami 
Abbey  which  the  finance  committee  had' 
recommended;  but  tiiis  he  would  say» 
that,  if  all  the  manufactories  fbr  gun- 
powder there  were  entirely  abolished,  the 
country  would  be  in  no  danger  in  case  of 
a  war  of  wanting  a  supply;  as  it  had 
already  in  ita  magaeines  ammunition  that 
would  serve  it  for  20  years.    Why  then, 
under   soch   a   state   of    things,    were 
those  expensive establishmenu continued? 
When  the  returna  for  which  he  intended 
to  move  were  laid  upon  the  table,   he' 
would  leave  the  House  to  decide,  whether 
it  was  not  for  the  support  of  similar  poli- 
tical   influence    with  that  exercised  at 
Queenboh>ugh,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
seouriag  certein  votes  which  were  of  use 
in  a-geoeral  election  that  these  establiib- 
menta  were  kept  up.    Until  those  returns  - 
were  made,  the  House  ought  not  to  vote 
awav  one  shilling  of  the  public  moheyv 
If  those  returns  were  laid  on  thtf  table, 
every  item  in  them  should^  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  be  fairiy  and <  impartially 
examined.    He  said,  <^filirly  and  impar-' 
tially  ;V  beoause  he  had  no  desire  to  re« 
dace  the  efficiency  of  our  baval  power.  • 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  sorry  tb  sfee  that* 
it  was  so  much  neglected  in  the  efficient 
force,  the  number  of  seamen.    He  would' 
freely  coaleas  that  he  should  prefer  seeing 
the  whole  of'  its  expenditure  for  seameo 
doubled  to  seeing  so  much  of  our  money 
expended   upon   barracks  ana    anlitary 
stations  in  ever^  part  of  the  country.    He ' 
felt  as  much  pride  as  any  man  could  do 
in  the  great  and  gdlant  exploits  of  our 
army;  but  he  cowd  not  forget,  that  it' 
was  our  navy  whioh>  had  fifrst  raised  the 
character  )of  the  couutry^aiid  tad  protect*  • 
ed  us  from  insult  daring  the  wbol6  whr, 
and  which  had  even  enabled  us  to  nMke  * 
our  araqr'  aH  efficieot   as  it  afterwards  • 

E raved  itself  to  be^  rHaan]  If,  therefore, ' 
e  weiv  obliged  4»  show  ia' prepondafaaotf 
pittiier^  to*  thvanny  or  te  the  aav^,  big ' 
0#«pbild6rano9^i^ifl*c«rttislf  ba^to^raida^ 
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the  navy*  II  weuU  give  him  graal  pk%« 
sure  to  refivifie  a  part  of  the  ariay,  and  io 
add  the  oimber  of  men  so  rmUicied  to  the 
ld|000  seaiDon  who  were  this  year  to  be 
kept  19  service.  Indeed,  if  fetie  House 
were  to  decide  ihat  there  should  be  21,000 
poeo  employed  for  the  aavyi  he  should 
prefer  faaYing  ]5>000  leaoieoaiid  SfiOO 
narineS)  to  nafing  13,000  seamen  and 
6,000  marines.  He  made  that  declaration, 
because  the  marines  were  to  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  that  immense  standing  army 
with  which  the  nation  was  at  present 
bordened.  It  was  not  any  dislike  to  the 
marines  that  induced  him  to  express  such 
an  opinion ;  by  no  means ;  he  was  fully 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  important 
services  which  they  had  rendered  their 
country,  and  was  sorry  to  observe  that 
fhey  had  been  so  much  neglected,  and,  he 
would  say^  HI*  treated,  by  goverBmenisince 
the  condosiou  of  the  war.  After  some 
other  observations,  the  hon«  psember  oon* 
eluded  by  moving  hist  resolution  4^"  That 
(here  be  laid  befone  this  Hoiise^  a  return 
in  detail  of  the  maimer  in  whidi  the  subs 
of  59d,755A,  estimated  for  wages  of  sea- 
men, b  18iK{»  is  to  be  expended ;  dislin* 
guishing  the  number  of  each  rank,  of  the 
loyal  marines,  and  the  pay  of  each  class, 
and  of  the  whole;  the  number  of  officers 
of  each  rank,  and  of  men,  in^the  navy; 
the  amount  of  charge  for  each  class,  and 
for  the  whole." 

Mr.  Croker  commenced  by  slating  the 
regret  which  ho  felt  in  having  to  come 
forward  to  oppose  any  thing  like  examina** 
tion  into  the  public  expenditure  of  the 
country.  He  was  convinced,  however, 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so  upon>  the 
present  occasion,  inasmodi  aa  tne  hen. 
membev  for  Aberdeen  had  iiea  satisfied 
him  that  ministers  had  been  anxious  to 
withhold  fipom  him  any  infonnation  wUeh 
tbejr  oould  commuBicale  eonsistendy  with 
their  du^«lo  tbe.peblioi  OC  all  the  niy«^ 
risds  of  papers  for  which  the  hon*.mei]aber 
hadimoved/  these  would  beithefivsl  that* 
goaemaenthadrefiisedhiiiL  He  trusted^ 
however,  that  he  sbouid  be  able  te  shows 
that  they  refiised  them  open  ffsounds  thati 
were  just  and  satisfactory,  and  not  dtoge*- 
ther  unconnected  widt  the  pubUe  8af(rtyw 
He  must  premise  what  be  had  toeftr  to 
the  House,  by  observinffv  that  the  navy 
estimates  had  been  voted  for  about  160  or 
170  years  in  the  very  same  manner  11^ 
^hich  they  were  now  prmuifled,  and  diat 
the  present  was  the  very  frsttimei  an90iig> 
a(l  the  wAA  fapoiea  that!  had  fwlesod  inse^ 


t^  brahia  of  Tiident  politicians  among  all 
the  absurd  wishes  which  had  been  formed 
in  the  imagination  of  would-be-statesm^i^ 
and  among  all  the  extraordinary  fbeliiiga 
in  which  party  men  sometimes  indulged 
the  one  against  the  other,  that  a  motion 
sudi  as  the  boo.  member  proposed,  or  any 
thing  Uke  it,  had  bei>n  submitted  to  Um 
consideration  of  parliament  He  men* 
tinned  that  fact,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
stating  that  the  House,  even  if  the  hon. 
member  made  out  a  case,  was  bound  not 
to  institute  the  proposed  incjuiry,  because 
nobody  had  ever  instituted  it  before ;  but 
for  the  purpose  of  teminding  them,  that 
their  ancestors,  as  wdl  as  themselves, 
must  have  had  some  good  reasons  to  in^ 
duce  them  to  treat  the  subject  with  the 
peculiar  delicacy  they  had  always  applied 
to  it*  He  asked  them  to  do  no  more  dian 
keep  thst:oircttmstaBce  ie  their  recollee* 
tion ;  and  if  he  did  not,  before  heconid^ 
ded,.  rebut  everv  particle  of  charge  wliich 
the  hon.  member  had  brought  minsS 
government*^  he  dad  notrefote  ul  the 
mistskes  into,  which  he  bad  follen-<-he 
would  allow  that  hon.  member  to  say  tluil 
the  present  was  a  case  in  whidi  they 
ouffhttodcfArtfromthepractice  which  thev 
ana  their  ancestmrs  had  so  lonff  adeptesL 
He  was  sorry  thst  he  had  to  address  tbaaa 
upon  a  aubject  which  would  require  him 
to  ^  into  many  minute,  and,  he  was  afhud» 
unmteresting,  details;  but  as  the  boo* 
gentleman's,  ai^nments  principally  rested 
upon  those  detmls,  he  was  obliged,  how- 
ever uneilling  be  mi^t  otherwise  be^  to 
follow  him  over  the  same  orounds  on 
which  he  had  ranged  at  greatlength,  and 
apparently  wtth  great  ptesure. 

It  might  not!  be  known  to  lA  the  gentle» 
maa  wlKim  he  had  theo  the  honor  of  ad^ 
dsB^singi  that  tfie  neval  expenditare  of  the 
oooetigr,.  consisted  of  tfaeae  diiisieos  ;  of 
which  thefirst  mm  at  that  time  befisre  the 
Hoos%  aadf  rehtted  teethe  aettmg  of  oar 
fleaaa  aioatt  to  the  embaiketiosi  of  the 
mentaadf  stores^  te  their  gsiiefai  equip- 
Bsael^  and  to  the  keeeinw  d£  the  waasis 
ready  far  sailings  The  heok  genttenuut 
might  say,  that  e  keowMge  of  the  'iieraa 
of  thatexipenditHre^  and  ef  the  aervioea 
whiobitwes  teenable  the  fleet  te  pecfonn 
waaettendodsrilhmraoh  less  inoonPBeieDce 
ia  time  oC  peeoe  than  it  weuldbein  tiaae 
of  wan  Perfa^  it  m^t  be  so;  bnt^ 
what  he  nwant  te  contend  waS|  thai  i^  the 
argensent  ei  the  hon^  member  applied/at 
all,  it  applsed  with  greater  force  totiie 
npesasity  0$  gvring  that  knowiadge.ta  she 
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pdUic  in  titiie  of  war  than  in  time  of  peooef 
uiMmach  aS|  from  the  inereued  ettablitb- 
nontSy  and  the  ooBftant  employment  in 
which  they  were  M  kept,  abuse  was  then 
most  liable  to  prenal  among  them.  Now, 
die  inouiry  which  the  hon.  member  wished 
to  institute  was  an  inqoiry  into  the  means 
supplied  to  set  the  fleet  afloat.  In  order 
to  show  why  that  inquiry  ought  not  to  be 
Instituted,  he  would  remind  the  House, 
that  the  second  division  of  naval  expendi- 
turo  was  the  ordinary  estimates  of  the  navy, 
and  the  third  division  the  extraordinary 
estimates,  in  which  were  included  the 
baiiding  and  repaying  of  ships,  and  the 
yariom  works  in  oar  ship  and  dock-yards. 
Whilst  from  all  time  the  expenditure  re- 
qaisite  to  set  our  fleets  afloat  had  been 
considered  as  a  point  of  the  utmost  deli- 
oacy,  the  ordioaries  and  extraordinaries  of 
the  navy  had  been  exposed  to  the  most 
open  and  rigid  investigation.  The  hon. 
Bsember  opporite  could  noti  as  £ir  as  those 
aocottots  were  concerned,  complain  of  the 
obscurity  with  which  they  were  drawn  up 
*-«aD  obscurity  of  which,  on  every  occa- 
Hon,  he  took  care  to  shew  bimsdf 
estremely  jealous.  What  was  the  reason 
of  the  distinction  that  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  two  accounts?  He  would 
shortly  inform  them.  No  possible  injuiy 
oonid  arise  to  the  state  from  making  pul>* 
lie  that  which  was  known  to  be  daify  pas* 
sing,  in  England,  as  to  the  ordinaries  and 
extraordinaries  of  the  navy;  but  great 
danger  mi^ht,  and  most  probably  would, 
accrue  to  it ;  at  any  rate,  great  mconve- 
nience  to  the  public  service  must  posi- 
tively accrue,  if  all  the  various  circum* 
stances  under  which  a  fleet  was  to  be  ^t 
afloat  weee  rendered  matters  of  public  m- 
Idligenoe  in  .England,  and  b^  that  means 
ta  every  country  with  wiilek  it  could  open 
any  communication.     HBat,*"  the  boo. 

EtleoMn  woaU  perhapasay,  << how  can 
kind  of  lafonnatioa  vdiich  I  wish  for, 
kave  the  cAct  of  betraying  secrets  ?" 
The  sugaestion  of  the  hon.  gentleocian'a 
honeornUe  fUaid  near  him,  wha  reminded 
hior,  during  bis  speech,  of  foreiga  stations, 
woidd  answer  tnat  question.  When  the 
hon.  gentleman  talked  of  vi^ualliw  the 
fleet,  he  spoke  of  the  provisbns  m  if  they 
w«re  bought  m  Leadenhalkmarkett  or  at 
Aenrices  current  in  England.  And  when 
bis  non.  friend  reminds  him  of  foreign 
stations,  the  hon.  gentleman's  remark  was, 
•*  O  yes  i  but  we  send  out.  provisions  to 
tbem.'^  Did  the  hon.  gentieman  undeiv 
atsiuLthe  nature. of  victualliiig  the  mify 
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so  wtU  as  to  suppose  there  was  no  differ'^ 
encein  the  expense  of  victualling  shipd 
on  foreign  stations  and  at  home  ?  If  the 
hon.  eentlemsn  knew  any  thing  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  know,  not  only  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  expence 
of  victualling  ships  on  foreign  stations  and 
at  home,  but  that  there  was  a  great  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  victualling  ships  on 
different  foreign  stations.  Now  he  (Mr. 
Croker)  asked,  whether,  if  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  these  estimates  were  pre- 
sented 10  parliament,  in  the  detailed  man- 
ner required  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  they 
would  not  exhibit  the  amount  of  force 
which  it  was  intended  to  maintain  on 
every  foreign  station  ?  The  hon.  gentle- 
man might  perhaps  justify  his  motion  by 
referrhig  to  the  infonnation  which  the 
committee  of  finance  in  1817  obtained 
with  respect  to  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
accounts  of  this  estimate  were  prepared. 
This,  at  leasti  shewed  that  there  was  no  de- 
sire for  concealment  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment. And  besides,  that  communication 
rdated  to  the^ear  gone  by,  and  therefore 
eouM  not  be  mjurious.  It  was  made  but 
once;  and  it  was  made  to  shew  from  the 
past  the  confidence  that  might  be  reposed 
tnwoipeciu.  But,  because  government  thus 
— )ie  would  say  in  their  Imerality— com- 
municated this  information  so  circumstan- 
ced to  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  that  a  reason  that  any  hon. 
member  should  declare  that  he  would  not 
consent  to  allow  the  fleet  to  go  to  sea 
until  government  explained  in  what  way 
thev  intended  to  direct  its  force. 

The  hon.  gentleman  had  proceeded  to 
examine  the  estknate  under  three  heads ; 
—the  wages  of  the  men**the  victualling 
of  the  men — and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
ships.  As  to  the  Ordnance,  that  was  a 
aeparate  question,  on  which,  however,  he 
would  not  forget  to  touch  before  be  sat* 
down.  The  b<m.  gentleman  had, it  seemed,' 
found  out,  that  since  the  year  1817, 
seventeen  millions  had  been  exnended  in 
building  and  reptdrinff  ships,  ana  declared 
that  that  was  enoiWb  to  build  all  the 
navies  of  the  world ;  and  he  had  tben> 
proceeded  to  express  his  wonder  how  it 
was  posAle,  after  such  an  expence,  that 
the  ships  afloat  could  want  any  expence 
for  wear  and  tear.  He  pledged  hunself 
to  give  the  hon.  gentlenun^  not  only  all* 
the  papers  he  now  asked  for,^  but  all  for 
which  he  might  in  future  ask  for,  if  he  did^ 
not  prove  that,  in  the  course  of  that  time»^ 
the  bniMiog  and  repairing  of  the  laxf. 
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had  cost  lets  thaQ  leTen  miUionf^  instead 
of  seventeen  millions*  The  hon.  gentle- 
man compelled  him  to  say,  that  be  had 
been  talking  vrhat  the  hon.  gentleman  me* 
taphorically  termed  nonsense.  Really, 
fche  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  have  mista* 
ken  stones  for  wood,  land  for  water,  store- 
houses for  ships,  the  works  at  Sheemess 
for  a  fleet  of  first-rates.  [  A  laugh.]  He 
was  the  more  induced  to  entertain  this 
opinion,  because  he  found  that  the  whole 
extras  o€  the  navy,  comprehending  the 
building  and  repairing  of  ships,  the  erec« 
tion  of  storehouses,  the  construction  of 
works,  ^nd  among  the  rest  the  Breakwater 
at  Plymouth,  the  expense  of  which  was 
of  itself  a  million,  amounted,  during  the 
last  five  years,  to  within  a  trifle  of  the 
seventeen  millions,  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man  declared  the  buildins  and  repairing 
of  ships  alone  had  cost.— He  did  not  wish 
to  be  trusted  on  this  subject.  He  held  in 
his  hand  the  estimates  from  the  year  1817 ; 
and  he  would  read  the  items  which  related 
to  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  navy, 
hi  order  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  be  would  then  put  it  to 
Uie  House  whether  they  would  call  for 
details  never  before  given,  on  such  infor- 
mation as  that  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  i 
He  would  read  the  statement,  and  be 
would  be  much  obliged  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman if  he  would  correct  any  error  m  it 
K[r.  Hume,  across  the  table— <<  I  wiH^'j 
e  sum  voted  in  1817  was  l,S9O,00Oi. 
rMr.  Hume— "l,600,00(«.'g  He  (Mr. 
Croker)  would  refer  to  the  Journals.  It 
was  there  stated  that  the  sum  voted  in 

1817  was  1,S91,277A  the  sum  voted  m 

1818  was  1,130,000/.  the  sum  voted  in 

1819  was  1,144,000^  the  sum  voted  m 
18^  was  1,142,000/.  the  sum  voted  in 
1821  was  1,094,000/.  hon.  gentlemen 
could  not  carry  all  these  sums  in  their 
heads  to  add  them  up ;  but  they  would  al 
least  observe,  that  no  one  of  them  ever 
reached  two  millions;  and  yet  Uie  hon. 
^ntleman  did  not  hesiute  to  state,  that 
m  those  five  years  the  building  and  repair* 
ing  of  the  navy  had  cost  17  millions.  To 
borrow  a  metaphorical  phrase,  the  hon. 
gentlemen's  **  noble  had  indeed  come  to 
nine-pence  ;*'  for  the  lact  was,  that  all  the 
items  of  the  expenditure  for  the  purpose 
alluded  to,  added  together,  amounted  only 
to  5,900,000/. 

He  would  now  beg  leave  to  return  from 
this  episode— this  digression,  into  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  led  him.  Really, 
when  he  considered  the  gross  mistakes 
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which  the  hon.  ffentleman  had  comnutted» 
he  was  astonished  how  he  could  come 
down  and  dictate  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  declare  that  he  would  sit  there  till 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  keep 
the  House  sitting  too,  unless  papers,  never 
before  granted  were  laid  before  the  House 
to  enli^ten  his  misinformation,  which,  in 
truth,  It  would  take  much  longer  than 
until  that  period  to  correct.  [A  laugh.] 
The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  even  know 
the  meaning  of  the  term  <<  wear  and  tear.^ 
which  he  diose  to  call  *<  tear  and  wear.** 
The  hon.  member  had  stated  that  we  were 
building  ships,  and  keeping  them  in  ordi« 
nary  to  prevent  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
fleet  afloat  [Mr.  Hume  <'  no,  no,"  order, 
order.]    He  had  no  objection  to  the  hon. 

fentleman's  interruptions,  and  he  assiired 
im  that  if  he  (Mr.  Hume)  felt  it  difficult 
to  restrain  himself  at  present,  he  f  Mr.  C.) 
felt  it  equally  difficult  to  do  so,  while  that 
hon.  member  was  making  his  statements. 
The  hon.  member  had  indulged  in  severe 
observations  upon  the  holiday  yachts,  the 
summer  sailings,  the  airings  to  commis- 
sioners, and  the  balls  and  suppers  which 
were  every  day  going  on  in  the  navy.  Ho 
would  teU  that  non.  member,  that  there 
was  more  labour,  more  active  exertion, 
more  wear  and  tear  of  human  life  at  sea 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  the  last 
dreadftil  year,  than  in  any  other  which 
the  hon.  member  could  point  out  even 
in  a  time  of  war  I  Hear].  Did  the  hon. 
member  recollect  that,  according  to  a  wise 
and  wholesome  policy,  our  sailors,  instead 
of  beinff  kept  cooped  up  in  guard  ships, 
where  they  were  likely  to  become  weak 
and  sickly*,  were  now  employed  in  the 
difierent  cruisers  off  the  coast  to  prevent 
smuggling;  and  with  what  effect  they 
executed  this  duty  was  to  be  seen  from 
the  thriving  state  m  the  Customs  and  £x* 
dee.  Bendes,  there  were  four  timet 
more  wear  and  tear  in  the  employment  of 
1,000  men  in  small  cruisers,  than  if  they 
were  all  pat  into  one  or  two  large  slupsw 
Then  down  came  the  hon.  meml^r  with  a 
mass  of  information  in  his  possession ;  he 
stated  that  those  men  who  had  been  buf^ 
fetiog  the  hard  gales  of  winter,  had  beeo 
pleasuring  and  summer  sailbff,  and  giving 
ImIIs  and  parties,  and  so  forth.  But  this 
was  not  an ;  the  hon.  ^tleman  appeared 
to  have  forgottai  his  geography.  He 
had  forgotten  that  we  had  to  send  shina 
to  the  Mediterranean;  that  we  had  the 
British  mteresU  in  South  America  to 
protect.  Did  the  hon.  member  know  thai 
2  S 
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«)ur  ships  could  not  reach  South  America 
without  doubh'ng  Cape  Horn?  [Hear, 
hear,  from  Mr.  Hume].  Well,  then,  if 
the  hon.  gentleman  knew  that,  did  he 
mean  to  say,  that  cruUing  off  Cape  Horn 
was  yacht-sailing  in  summer,  or  that  a 
Voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  a 
jparty  of  pleasure  under  an  awning  ? 
XHcar,  hear  I  and  a  laugh.]  ^  There  was 
biso  a  branch  of  the  service  in  which  he 
,did  not  know  whether  the  hon.  member 
.took  an  interest,  but  one  in  which  cer- 
tainly others  did ;  namely,  the  naval  ser- 
vice on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  prevent- 
ing the  slave  trade.  Was  that  yacht- 
sauing,  too,  under  an  awning  f  Any- 
body must  be  struck  with  the  ridicule  of 
such  a  description,  the  moment  the  thing 
was  properly  exposed.  He  did  not  wish 
tb  mts-state  the  hon.  gentleman — [Hear, 
hear,  from  Mr.  Hume] — nothing  would 
be  such  a  gratuitous  piece  of  malice:  for 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself  famished  such 
ample  opportunities  of  detecting  his  own 
mis-statements,  that  it  would  be  bad  taste 
fbt  any  body  else  to  take  the  trouble 
[Hear,  hear].  The  hon.  gentleman  cast 
aside,  in  bis  sweeping  allusions,  the  fo- 
reign stations,  although  reminded  by  an 
hon.  friend  of  his  of  their  existence,  while 
ho  was  speakine — he  threw  then*,  over- 
board from  the  debate     [A  kugh]. 

He  had  now  dismissed  the  two  first 
points,  and  he  hoped  he  had  sufficiently 
ahown  to  the  House,  that  there  did  not  so 
far  exist  the  slightest  ground  for  granting 
the  hon.  member's  motion.  **  But,"  said 
the  hon.  member,  "  the  wages  of  sailors 
are  small,  and  I  wish  to  have  the  returns 
both  of  the  dums  p^d  to  them  and  to  the 
marines  ;'^  and,  aa  a  precedent  he  stated, 
that  he  had  last  year  moved  for,  and  ob» 
kained,  similar  accounts.  Why,  if  the 
hon.  member  wished  to  tnake  a  similar 
.motion  this  year,  there  ahould  not  be  the 
slightest  objection  to  its  being  granted. 
And  why?  Because  the  accounts  then 
furnished  were  only  those  of  the  number 
bf  men  in  England;  it  did  not  include  an 
account  of  those  who  were  to  be  sent  to 
America,  the  East  Indies,  the  West  Indies, 
br  the  Mediterranean.  But  perhaps  the 
bon.  gentleman  might  object  to  the  ac- 
counts of  last  year,  on  the  ground  that  he 
idid  not  understand  them.  In  this  he 
'Agreed  with  him ;  otid  he  would  give  to 
the  House  his  reason  for  saying  so.  The 
lion,  member  had  stated,  that  the  wages 
bf  sailors  and  marines  amounted  together 
to  60O|00M.  of  which  sam  he  found  that 
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850,000/.  went  to  pay  Che  marines,  and 
deducting  this  from  the  gross  amount.  It 
turned  out  that  the  sum  voted  to  pay  our 
seamen-^the  pride  and  boast  of  this  coun- 
try— a  country  which  held  such  a  pecu- 
liarly advantageous  naval  situation,  was  no 
more  than 250,000/.  The holi. member  (Mr. 
Hume)  went  on  to  say — «  What  is  our 
navy  reduced  to  this  I  Is  this  the  reward 
which  you  give  to  the  men  who  have 
fought  your  battles,  and  who  have  saved 
your  country  ?"  Now,  he  would  show  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  made  his  calculatiotis.  He 
had  taken  the  whole  expense  of  the  ma- 
rines, including  wages,  the  expense  of  their 
barracks,  their  clothing,  marching  money, 
beer  money,  recruiting  money,  and  meat 
money,  and  lumping  all  these  togbther^ 
he  at  once  deducted  them  from  the 
600,000/.  whlbh  was  the  charge  for  lailori 
and  marines  wages,  and  in  which  the 
above  items  were  not  at  all  included. 
[Hear.]  Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a 
more  absurd  and  ridiculous  calculatioil  I 
For  his  part,  if  the  gross  amount  had  bot 
come  out  right  in  the  adding  up,  he  (Mr. 
Croker)  should  be  at  a  loss  to  disbb* 
ver  how  such  a  mode  of  calculation  could 
have  entered  the  head  of  any  man.  Now 
the  fact  was,  that  the  wages  of  the  marines 
amounted  to  150,000/.  a  year  in  all.  But 
the  hon,  member  had  taken  the  expenses 
of  barracks  (which  were  certainly  not 
afloat) the  contingent  expenses  of  officers 
on  shore,  and  all  those  he  deducted  from 
the  expenses  of  the  fleet  afloat.  Realty 
If  the  hon.  member  came  to  this,  he  might 
as  well  include  the  dbO,000/.  lately  w^i 
in  building  bhurches,  and  then  be  might 
bome  down  and  8iEi3r,  that  the  whdie  pay 
of  the  seamen  was  swallowed  Up  alto** 
gether.  He  should  proceed  in  ab)iw^i4n^ 
the  hon.  member,  and  it  Would  surprtsb 
hfm  indbbd.  if  he  (Mr.  Hbibe}  cobid 
contradict  him  in  aby  one  of  his  state* 
ments.  The  hoti.  tntobi^f  had  included 
a  charge  of  2,770/.,  the  Mi^  of  the  pay- 
master of  the  ulbriMes,  in  the  sum  of 
600,000/.,  which  was  the  chArge  of  #bgea 
fbr  the  fleet  atioat.  Would  the  Hoosb 
believe  that  this  charj^e  w&s  not  in  the 
present  estimates,  but  in  the  ordinary  bs* 
timates,  where  the  detl^ils  would  bb  fiiHy 
given,  and  fVom  which  the  hod.  member 
must  have  taken  it  ?  This  was  one  of  the 
hon.  meml>ers  strongest  poirits,  ahd  the 
House  would  see  how  it  had  failed  hfbi. 
If  the  ^ajrmaster  of  marines  was  re^dihg 
inLonaon  and  .doing  nothing,  it  iivouldhe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Navy  E^tinHftci. 

for  the  House  to  ioquire  into  that  lact 
vhen  the  ordiQary  estimates  came  before 
them,  and  then  no  doubt,  a  full  and  sa- 
tisfactory answer  would  be  given  [Hear]. 
He  was  DOW  approaching  the  crown  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  merit.  The  hon. 
gentleman  said,  that  he  wished  to  reduce 
the  marines,  and  to  increase  the  seamen 
in  the  same  proportion.  Really,  there 
was  no  pleasioff  some  gentlemen.  It  was 
BO  more  than  tour  or  five  years  ago  since 
It  was  urged,  that  the  marines  being  the 
most  vital  part  of  the  navy,  ought  to  be 
increased  and  supported.  What  did  the 
hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  do  ?  He  com- 
pared the  estimates  of  1817  and  i82i, 
and  because  be  found  that  in  the  former 
period  the  number  of  seamen  was  17>000 
and  in  1819  it  was  19»000,  he  was  willing 
to  reduce  the  marines  by  2,000  men,  and 
to  increase  the  seamen  bj  the  same  num- 
ber ;  so  wedded  was  he  to  the  glory  and 
honour  6f  the  navy,  and  so  anxious  was 
be  to  place  it  on  a  high  and  commanding 
situation.  Now  the  difference  between 
the  hon.  member  and  himself  was  this  :— 
They  could  get  the  marine  for  life,  but 
the  seaman  might  retire  after  a  service  of 
three  jears,  or  enter  again  as  he  pleased  ; 
and,  therefore,  though  he  (Mr.  Crokcr) 
was  anxious  to  support  the  navy,  yet  he 
would  not  do  so  at  too  dear  a  price.  But 
how  were  these  2,000  sailors  to  be  had  ? 
By  reducing  2,000  marines,  whose  ser- 
vices the  countrpr  might  otherwise  possess 
for  life.  The  difference  between  the  hon. 
member  and  him^self  was  this.  The  hon. 
member  would  lay  out  the  money  of  the 
country  in  a  three  years  purchase,  while 
he  (Mr.  C)  wished  to  lay  it  out  in  a  pur- 
chase for  hfe.  The  hon.  member  had 
told  the  House,  that  in  1792,  the  rate  of 
charge  in  the  navy  was  4/.  per  man  per 
roonUi,  whereas  it  was  now  raised  to  6l» 
I0s»  6d.  The  House  would  recollect  that 
the  rate  of  charge  in  the  navy  was  at  ^L 
per  man  per  month,  from  1787  to  1797. 
But  was  the  navy  supported  at  that  rate  ? 
Ko,  there  was  in  the  latter  year  a  loan  of 
2,000,000/.  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
At  another  time  the  naval  expenses  of 
1792  were  compared  with  those  of  the 
present  year ;  but  a  noble  lord  opposite 
^ad,  with  great  candour  and  fairness,  ad- 
mitted that  the  apparent  estimate  was  npt 
the  real  one.  Tliat  noble  lord  saw  that 
there  was  something  necessarily  aidded  in 
1792,  9ver  which  no  government  could 
have  any  previous  cont,rol.  tf  gentlemen 
i;ould  look  to  the  Journals^  t^y  woiji^ 
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beas^oQished  to  find  the  little  difference 
between  the  expense  of  1792,  to  support 
16,000  men,  and  that  of  the  present  pe- 
riod. He  would  state  one  or  two  facts 
for  the  guidance  of  the  House.  In  the 
year  1792,  the  navy  estimates  were 
1,800,000/.  but  in  that  year  there  was  a 
further  srant  of  131,000/.  and  in  the  same 
year  a  further  grant  of  805,000/.  out  of 
the  surplus  of  tne  last  year,  yet  notwith- 
standing these  two  grants,  it  was  found, 
upon  winding  up  the  accounts  of  the 
year,  that  the  navy  was  in  debt  440,000/. ; 
so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  naval  expen- 
diture of  the  year  1792  was  8,176,000/. 
what  was  the  charge  at  present,  including 
half-pay,  victualling,  and  transports! 
The  total  was  3,310,000/.,  being  a  differ- 
ence of  not  more  than  100,000/. 

He  now  came  to  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, the  abuses  in  which  had  occupied 
so  laree  a  portion  of  the  hon.  member^s 
speccL  When  the  Ordnance  estimates 
were  presented,  the  House  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  entering  into  the  details  of 
those  alleged  abuses.  The  sums  now 
taken  for  the  Ordnance  were  taken  upon 
the  credit  of  the  Navy.  The  Ordnance 
reported  to  the  Admiralty  that  its  ex,- 
penses  amounted  to  81,000/.,  and  over 
this  expenditure  thoy  hod  no  control  a^ 
an  admiralty.  The  hon.  member  had 
also  objected  to  the  appointment  of  naval 
officers  to  colonelcies  and  other  grades  in 
the  marines ;  he  had  last  year  answered 
the  hon.  member  upon  this  point;  and 
after  this  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
subject  broached  again.  He  should  now 
repeat,  that  such  appointments  were  a 
bond  of  union  between  the  two  services, 
which  ought  to  be  maintained;  but  he 
would  take  a  higher  ground  of  defence  , 
Those  appointments  were  honours  and 
dignities  with  which  his  majesty  was 
enabled  to  reward  the  distinguished 
services  of  the  navy,  in  a  more  suitable 
manner  than  by  conferring  pensions  upon 
them.  It  was  an  honour  to  our  naval 
officers  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  this 
glorious  corps,  whom  they  had  often  led 
oa  to  battle  and  to  victory.  What  was 
the  extent  of  the  evil  of  which  the  hon. 
member  complained?  Why,  it  was  this  ; 
— that  out  of200  flag  officers,  and  800  or 
900  captains  in  the  navy,  there  were  ap- 
pointments of  three  general  officers  ai^d 
tour  colonels  of  marines,  at  the  enor^iogs 
and  overwhelming  e^cpense  of  from 
6,00(J/.  to  7>000/va  year.  The  grievance 
cotypilain^d  of  D/.tbe  ban.  member  wfis 
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co-existent  with  the  corps  itself;  which 
corps  had  originally  been  formed  out  of 
certain  regiments  who^  from  having  made 
several  voyages,  were  called  marine  regi- 
ments. The  hon.  member  had  stated  one 
ground  of  objection  to  soch  appointments 
to  be  a  fear  that  bad  men  might  be  ad- 
vanced to  them.  In  order  to  show  that 
little  fear  was  to  be  entertained  on  this 
head,  he  read  to  the  House  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  had  been  created  gene- 
rals of  marines ;  they  were  as  follow  :— 
admiral  Boscawen,  the  hon.  J.  Forbes, 
earl  Howe,  adm.  Barrington,  lord  Brid- 

i>ort,  and  last  (and  he  hoped  he  might 
ong  continue  to  fill  the  appointment) 
was  earl  St.  Vincent  [eaco  name  was 
loudly  cheered  as  the  hon.  gentleman  re- 
peated it]  Was  there  a  danger  of  bad 
men  from  these  examples  i  [Hear,  hear.] 
The  lieutenant  generals  [he  read  the 
commissions  from  the  formation  of  the 
corps]  were  the  following: — sir  C.  Saun- 
ders, sir  H.  Palliser^  sir  T.  IVe,  lord 
Bridport,  and  again,  earl  St.  Vincent. 
The  major-generals  were — lord  Gardner, 
•  lord  CoHingwood,  sir  R.  Bickerton,  sir  G. 
Hope,  sir  R.  Keates,  and  the  name  he 
pronounced  with  the  greatest  pleasure, 
sir  G.  Cockbum.  [Hear,  hear.]  Not  a 
name  of  them  all,  unadorned  with  honours, 
titles,  or  dignities;— many  high  in  the 
peerage,  all  having  received  for  their 
deeds  the  thanks  of  parliament :  and  yet 
this  was  the  list  upon  which  the  hon. 
member  would  put  bis  reforming  finger, 
and  not  one  of  them  could  he  touch  who 
was  not  a  star  fn  the  bright  galaxy  of 
British  naval  glory.  [Cheers.]  The 
colonels  of  marines  were  equally  eminent. 
Why,  then,,  did  the  hon.  member  refer  to 
such  a  list  ?  As  to  the  general  informa- 
tion  he  desired,  where  could  he  have  it  so 
well  as  in  the  committee  ?  And  yet, 
under  pretence  of  wishing  it,  he  actually 
did  all  he  could  to  shut  it  out,  by  refusing 
to  go  into  the  committee.  Not  that  he 
meant  to  express  any  hope  that  the  hon. 
member  would  be  saticfied  in  the  com- 
mittee. God  forbid  he  should  entertain 
any  such  preposterous  expectation !  But 
still,  if  the  hon.  member  was  not  satisfied 
with  what  was  offered  in  the  way  of  infor- 
mation in  the  committee,xhe  could  move 
that  the  chairman  do  report  progress,  or 
discuss  the  whole  subject  on  tne  bringing 
up  of  the  report.  That  was  the  real  par- 
liamentary course  for  him  to  take.  But 
why  was  he  to  take  the  whole  affiurs  of  the 
navy  into  his  own  hands,  and  inrist  upon 
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being  furnished  with  all  the  respective 
rates  of  pay  of  the  officers,  their  particular 
rank,  how  and  where  employed  ? 

He  trusted  he  had  said  enough  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  negative  the  amend- 
ment, and  to  wait  until  they  went  into  a 
committee  upon  it  It  had  been  wisely 
provided  by  our  ancestors,  that  suMects 
should  be  discussed  in  committees  of  the 
whole  House,  when  the  fullest  opportu- 
nity of  obtaining  information  was  afiorded. 
But  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen, 
anxious  as  he  always  appeared  for  infor- 
mation, app^m^  inclined  to  do  all  he 
could  to  prevent  its  being  obtained.  But, 
though  it  would  be  impolitic  to  fumbh  a 

general  account,  such  as  that  demanded 
y  the  hon.  member,  yet  if  he  wished  for 
an  account  connected  with  any  specific 
abuse,  he  (Mr.  C.)  pledged  himself  to 
ffive  the  fullest  information  upon  it.  But 
he  objected  to  the  adoption  of  a  priticiple 
which  went  to  overturn  a  great  principle 
of  the  constitution.  [A  laugh.]  He 
diould  tell  gentlemen  why  he  spoke  of  t^e 
constitution  as  connected  with  this  mea- 
sure. So  great  was  the  secresy^  adopted 
with  respect  to  the  manning  and  victualling 
of  our  fieet,  that  not  even  at  the  admi- 
ralty was  it  known  what  was  to  be  the 
number  of  men  employed,  or  the  quantity 
of  victualling  shipped.  The  victualling 
was  regulat^  by  the  destination,  and 
that  was  arranged  by  the  kine  in  his  privy 
council,  quite  independent  ofthe  board  of 
admiralty,  and,  unless  where  the  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty  happened  to  be 
also  a  cabinet  mmister,  he  had  no  means 
of  knowing  the  destination  ofthe  fleet  fot 
the  ensuinff  year :  that  rested  in  his  ma- 
jesty's hands,  as  well  as  the  declaration  of 
the  naval  force  in  the  vote  of  seamen. 
Our  ancestors,  knowing  that  the  king 
could  not  turn  the  fleet  against  this  coun- 
try, but  that  if  employed  at  all,  it  must  be 
in  our  defence,  had  wisely  entrusted  the 
management  and  direction  of  that  power 
to  him.  The  hon.  member  concluded  by 
observing,  that  the  amendment,  if  adopted, 
would  be  productive  of  great  inconve- 
nience in  time  of  peace,  and  if  acted 
upon  in  a  time  of  war,  would  go  to  put 
an  end  to  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain,  and,  with  that,  he  feared,  our 
greatness  and  independence  as  a  nation. 
[Cheers.] 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  be  wished  to  bring 
back  the  House  to  the  real  question  be- 
fore them,  and  from  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  attempted  to  dirert  them,  by 
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chartcterisiiig  it^  in  the  most  high*8oiiiid^ 
ing  terms,  as  dangerous  in  its  consequences, 
and  alarming  to  the  state.  One  of  the 
hen.  gentleman's  cbarses  was,  that  it  was 
a  noreltjr.  Really,  the  bon.  gentleman 
liad,  to  use  a  vulgar  expression,  found  a 
mare's  nest.  The  hon.  gentleman  said 
this  course  of  proceeding  was  not  usual ; 
that  no  particular  estimates  were  de- 
manded from  ministers ;  that  the  practice 
was  for  the  ministers  to  say  that  such  a 
number  of  men  was  to  be  kept  up,  and 
ihni  such  and  such  a  sum  was  required, 
and  that  the  House  in  its  confidence  voted 
the  money.  True  it  was  that  this  had 
been  the  course;  and  they  might  see 
the  result  of  it  in  the  extravagant  expen- 
diture, in  the  accumulation  of  debt,  in  the 
pressure  of  taxation,  and  in  the  murmurs 
and  sufferings  of  the  people.  This  very 
circumstance,  this  blind  confidence  in  the 
mtmsters,  and  the  consequent  waste  of 
the  public  money,  was  one  of  the  articles 
of  indictment  by  the  people  against  that 
House.  The  pompous  harangue  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  displaying  certainly  much 
ability  and  ingenuity,  wu  aimed  at  his 
hon.  friend,  not  on  account  of  his  failure, 
but  of  the  complete  exposure  he  had 
made.  It  was  on  this  account  that  the 
arrows  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  wit,  (which 
he  knew  so  well  how  to  employ  there  and 
elsewhere)  were  directed  against  his  hon. 
fnend.  The  hon.  secretary  had  declared 
that  the  disclosure  required  bv  his  hon. 
friend,  though  it  had  been  shown  that 
precisely  a  similar  return  was  made  to  the 
finance  committee  in  1818,  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  and 
danger  to  the  public  service.  His  hon. 
friend  had  not  asked  to  know  how  many 
men  or  ships  were  in  the  East  Indies  or 
the  West,  but  that  there  should  be  a  dis- 
tinction between  those  employed  abroad 
and  at  home.  Even  durine  the  war  there 
was  no  objection  to  give  tnis  sort  of  in- 
formation as  to  the  army ;  and  what  ob- 
jection could  there  be  to  give  it  in  time  of 
peace  as  to  the  navy  i  The  hon.  secre- 
tary accused  his  hon.  friend  of  spreading 
by  his  proposition,  dismay  and  disorder  in 
the  naval  service.  He  had  also  made 
some  harsh  remarks  on  bis  hon.  friend  for 
having  described  the  holiday  game  the 
navy  had  been  playine  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  His  non.  nriend  had  said  no 
such  tfaii^ ;  but  merely  what  every  man 
of  sense  must  see,  that  there  was  not  to 
be  as  much  wear  and  tear  in  peace  as  in 
•war.    It  wais  true  tbat  there  must  be 


storms,  and  more  in*  winter  than  in 
summer;  but  there  were  no  tedious 
blockades  to  maintain  before  Brest  or 
Toulon.  There  was  no  one  who  had  a 
higher  value  than  his  hon.  friend  for  the 
services  of  the  navy— not  the  jdbt^ng 
services,  but  the  effective  services. 

Mr.  Croher  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  done  him  more  credit  than  he  de- 
served, by  attributing  to  him  an v  wit; 
but  the  hon.  gendeman  had  used  tne  ex- 
pression **  the  wit  which  he  knew  how  to 
use  here  and  elsewhere."  Now  he  assured 
the  hon.  gentleman  on  his  honour  as  a 
gentleman,  that  out  of  that  House  he  had 
never  taken  the  liberty  to  make  the 
slightest  sinister  allusion  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman or  his  friends. 

The  House  divided :  for  Mr.  Hume's 
Amendment,  54 ;  Against  it,  1^. 

List  of  the  Minority^ 


Althorp,  lord. 
Birch,  J. 
Bemal,  R. 
Bury,  lord 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Benett,  J. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
CrespigDV,  sir  W. 
Calvert,  N. 
Crompton,S. 
Creevey,  T. 
Clifton,  lord 
Davies,  colonel 
Ghiise,  sir  W. 
Grabiun,  S. 
Hutchiii80D,hon.  C.H. 
Heron,  sir  E. 
Honvwood,  W.  P. 
Hobbouse,  J.  C. 
Hurst,  R. 
Hughes,  col. 
Johnson,  col. 
James,  W. 
Jervoise,  G*  P. 
Leycester,  R. 
Leonard,  T.  B. 
LushingtOD,  Dr. 
Lockhart,  W.  F, 


Lambton,  J.  G. 
Martin^  J. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Markham^  adm. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Newman,  R. 
Palmer,  C.  F.      , 
Palmer^  col. 
Price,  R. 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
PhiUlps,  G. 
Price.  Rd. 
Rickford,  W. 
Bamsden,  J.  C. 
Robarts,  A. 
Sefton,  lord 
Sykes,  D. 
Scott,  J. 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Smith,  bon.  R. 
Wyvin,M. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Webb,  colonel 
Wood,  alderman 
Wilkins,W. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  J. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 


On  the  motion,  <<  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,'* 

Mr.  Hume^  in  rising  to  move  for  the 
production  of  some  other  papers,  said,  be 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  making 
some  observations  upon  what  bad  fidlen 
from  the  hi>n.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Croker^  upon  a  former  occasion.  A  great 
part  Of  what  the  hon.  gentleman  pse- 
tended  to  answer,  he  {Mu  Hume) 
had  never  uttered ;  and  uat  which  be 
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rtslljr  did  atur»  iko  hoo.  gendem^  bf4 
iJlofether  mifrepreBeoted,  The  Uqa. 
MoSeaiiin  oomiD^aced  his  pbtervatipnc 
py  alludiog  tp  him  in  a  manner  which 
(ai  far  at  he  koei^  hioMelf^}  he  did 
not  deserve.  The  bon*  geptlemao  aatdf 
that  he  (Mr.  ibwoe)  had  dictated  to  the 
Houie.  If  a  oieoiher  who  in  proposing  a 
oaaaure  to  the  (IoM89»«bouId  endeavpur  tp 
ioduce  them  %o  agree  to  it»  was  to  be  ac^ 
cased  of  dicutiog  to  th^  Hog#e«  he  pould 
aot  perceive  how  meiQbers  were  to  per«> 
ibrm  their  duty.  He  did  P9^  wMh  to 
dictate;  but,  ff  fiotaibley  to  persuade. 
He  aiked  i¥>  meeaher  to  vote  for  his 
fBOiiooi,  unless  be  convinced  hue  bj  arr 
gnaieot  aod  {9fitM  tb«/(  Ihere  eiusted  a 
parliamentary  ground  for  them.  He 
thenghr  he  had  fhewn  a  parliamentary 
ground  for  the  motion  which  be  had 
submitted  to  the  House  that  night. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  all  the 
details  which  he  (Mr.  Hume)  called  for 
would  be  given  in  ^he  committee.  It  was, 
however,  im|Kiflsible  for  any  man,  even 
with  dlmenstona  of  intellect  similar  to 
those  ef  which  the  hon.  member  appeared 
to  think  himself  in  possession,  to  understand 
the  dettulf  as  they  were  brought  forward 
in  the  committee.  That  wjis  the  reason 
why  he  now  wished  for  a  detail  of  the 
expenses,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
have  time  to  deliberate  before  it  G^me  to 
a  decision.  It  was  true  as  the  hon.  geui- 
tleman  had  observed,  that  it  was  a  aovel 

Sractioe  to  ask  lor  details.  But,  tbe^rat 
etailed  estimate  ever  presented  to  the 
House  relajted  to  a  branch  of  the  naval 
service;  and  the  good  .practice  beine 
commenced,  wh  v  should  it  not  be  followed 
up  m  all  the  other  branches  of  the  saipe 
service.  The  hoin.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  the  Ho«ae  always  placed  sufficient 
confideooe  in  ministers  to  ^rant  them  the 
money  reouived  for  the  estimates,  without 
inquiry,  r^ow  it  /was  in  consequence  of 
the  House  reposing  that  implicit  confi- 
dence in  oMnisters,  that  the  d^t  had  bec^n 
created,  and  the  country  reduced  to  its 
present  state  of  difficulty.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman objected  to  the  nrodufitipn  <of  the 
details,  because  he  saia  they  v^.ould  ehow 
Jthe  euejBuv  wheme  the  navy  was  to  be 
4MSted.  lie  (Mr.  Hume)  did  not  nrish 
•lor any  information  jof  that.natwre.  AH 
that  hie  required  was,  a  stat^cvnt  of  |he 
■nosbera/ aseoAnd  offi^rs  tio  t>e  jmain- 
';aained,  and  te  that  the  hen.  gentlemen 
had  o&red  no  argunifittt  by  wjay  of  ,ob- 
ifctioiL     H«  ha^  howexer>  aald,  '*>be 
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I  would  show  tt^  House  hew  utterly  igno^ 
I  rant  this  gentleman,  who  was  always  fish- 
I  ing  for  grievances  and  plotting  his  finger 
'  of  reform  upon  the  navy,  was,  of  tlie  sub* 
I  jects  with  which  he  interferes.''  He  be- 
gan by  saying,  that  he  (Mr.  Hume)  did 
not  know  bricks  from  mortar;  he  went 
I  on  to  say,  that  he  could  not  distinguish 
brick  from  stone ;  and  at  last  he  abso- 
lotely  declared,  that  he  w^  ignorant  whe« 
th^  the  barracks  were  afioat  or  ashore. 
Hp  noiir  held  in  his  bands  returns  which 
woH^d  ftultify  ail  the  assertions  of  the 
hon.  gentleman.  And  here  he  mieht  obr 
ferve  that  the  bon.  gentleman  had  made 
no  reply  to  the  principal  statement  which 
be  had  a^ade  when  he  last  addressed  th^ 
House,  namely,  that  since  the  conclusion 
pf  the  war  in  1815  up  to  last  session, 
the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  navy 
was  X7,700,00(M.  He  ^ould  now  prove, 
frpm  the  nayy  estimates,  which  were  a^ 
ready  before  the  House,  that  instead  of 
5,000,000^.  bemg  expended  in  building, 
8,530,498/.  bad  been  appropriated  to  that 
purpose.  The  hon.  ffentleman  said,  that 
be  (Odr.  Hume)  could  not  distinauish  the 
money  expended  on  buildings  from  the 
money  expended  on  dock-yards ;  and  he 
^9d  askecU— **  Does  the  hon.  member 
know  that  a  million  has  been  expended  at 
Plymputh  V  To  that  he  would  answer- 
that  be  did  not  know  any  thing  about  it, 
nor  did  he  believe  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  proposed  the  question  was  bet- 
t^  infomied  on  the  subject,  ^e  would 
shpw  the  House  the  sums  which  had  been 
expended  in  building  since  1811.  It  ap- 
D^red  by  the  returns  which  be  held  m 
his  hand,  that  the  expenses  for  building 
in  the  yard  of  Deptford  were  197,000/.; 
for  Woolwich,  174,000/.;  for  Chatham, 
482,000/. ;  for  Po^tsinouth,  205,000^ ;  for 
Plymouth,  272,000/.  Then,  as  for  the 
Breakwater  at  PlymoiUli,  which  the  hon. 
jecretary  for  the  Admiralty,  conrected  as 
J^  was  by  the  secretary  for  the  Treasury, 
stated,  had  cpst  1,000,000/. ;  the  fact  was, 
that  the  expenditure  on  that  account,  as 
laid  before  the  House  in  the  estimates 
Fas  only  70%000/.  Yet  this  was  the  hon. 
gentlemfui  ^ho  wpuld  attempt  to  put  him 
jhim  (Mr.  tiiyne)  right;  and  who  had 
qaid  Hs^  he  did  not  know  the  di^renpe 
.between  barracks  and  ships,  between  wood 
and  stone!  In  j^^ern^,  it  seemed  we  bad 
l^pepd^  9.0  lesis.a^umthan  1,855|000/.; 
,beMdes  wbiph  ^ejc^  w^  fm  unexecu^ 
^es^imf^e  amounting  to  nearly  747,^21/. 
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and  thi9  wnn  altogether  lavished  Upon  il 
work  of  such  doubtful  policy^  that  tho 
money  might  b^  considered  as  entirely 
thrown  away.  If  the  House  would  look 
to  the  papers  of  the  same  yearsi  th^j 
would  find  that  in  the  last-mentioned 
outport  the  totdl  ekpense  of  buildings 
was  somewhere  abdut  424,648/.,  the  re-^ 
paita  126,000/.,  and  the  expenses  fbr  the 
merchant-ya^d  29,000/.  odd.  The  total 
annual  expense,  as  stated  in  those  esti- 
tnates,  was  4,264^598/.  in  all  the  porta, 
tn  the  year  1818  they  were  stated  at 
SflOO fiWl»  and  odd.  Now  it  appeared 
by  these  statements,  made  fh>m  docih> 
mentfl  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  that  he  had  been  correct  in  bis 
calculations,  and  ft  was  rather  too  much 
tiliat  in  the  face  of  them  tho  hon*  gen- 
tleman  should  Cake  upon  himielf  to  say 
that  h6  was  incorreist.  He  bad  tekl  that 
tor  bulldiAgs  alone  the  country  had  paid 
\w  a  few  years  under  the  charges  fbr 
the  single  d^parittiettt  of  the  senrice, 
8,500,000/.  find  tkpwarcb.  The  hon.  gen^ 
t^mati  declared  the  amount  was  only 
5,000,000/. ;  and  if  he  Coald  be^ilty  of 
sUch  an  ioaceuracy,  it  was  really  Aot  fVoAi 
that  hon.  gt^tlefnan  that  a  charge  ohncor'^ 
jiectness  should  proceed*  The  whole 
charge,  therefore^  which  he  (Mr.  Hmne) 
had  been  discnssing*  was,  including  re* 
pairs,  17»000,703/.  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  not  satisfied  of  the  ftict^  be  (Mr. 
Hume)  would  on  Monday  mote  fbr  all 
the  esliikiatl^  in  auestion;  abd  the  hon. 
gentleman  himsm  ahontd  have  the  op- 
portunity of  laying  them  on  the  table. — ^It 
would  be  in  the  recolleetion  ef  the  Houie 
that  he  had  akeady  slated  hiii  iitapines>- 
sion,  that  if  soch  enormoito  Aims  of  tno^ 
ney  had  been  expended  in  Order  to  keep 
our  ships  aHoat,  barliaiaent  liad  a  right 
to  expect,  utider  the  reebmotendationb  t>f 
the  finance  eonknittee,  that  the  ekpeadi- 
ture  in  that  departmeiit  Wodd  now  oe  k^ 
doded  as  low  as  pesbible.  It  Mia  eb« 
vioosly  ^uite  impossible  ihatgoVeMkient 
eeuld  expend  aU  these  sums  iti  a  fktr 
and  proper  manner,  under  present  ciH;nm^ 
Stances :  they  coald  not,  indeed,  esfpend 
AUch  monies^'' unless  i\\ej  polled  ships  to 
pieces,  and  aflei^ards  built  them  op  again. 
-^The  hon.  gentleman  With  a  most  extras 
ordinary  perversity  of  intellect,  had  chosen 
to  allude  to  what  had  fallen  fVoih  him 
(Mr.  Hume)  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
and  had  said,  that  he  supposed  he  (Mr. 
Hume)  Wished  to  pass  Cape  Horn,  ifa 
boys  of  17  tons  bdrthen*    Bnt,  in  iibt,he 


bad  ne^elr  said  6o,  however  the  hon.  gev 
tleman  might-  hate  stated  the  matter} 
and  when  he  talked  of  his  (Mr.  Home's) 
having  forgot  his  geography,  he  himself, 
like  many  of  his  Countrymen,  seemed  al- 
together to  have  forgotten  that  science. 
The  fact  was,  the  hon.  gentleman  had  at- 
tempted to  pervert  every  thing  which  be 
iMr.  Hume)  had  said  in  the  course  of  the 
ebate.  Far  from  wishing,  as  had  been 
imputed  to  him,  to  weaken  or  cripple  onr 
navy,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  ns,  in 
the  event  of  a  ^ar^  exposed  to  the  naval 
superiority  of  any  other  poWer,  he  had 
merely  eicpreMed  his  delire  to  call  fbr 
returns  of  the  number  of  flag-oAeers,  cap* 
tains,  and  of  the  whele  of  onr  naval  ei* 
tablishment,  in  that  usual  fortn  in  whieh 
such  returns  had  bben  repeatedly  orders 
ed  to  be  made  on  ibrmer  occasions.  He 
wished  partteulaily  td  kilow  why  the  ex« 
pense  of  victualling  the  llaty  should  be  at 
this  thne  nearly  the  same  as  it  was  in 
fbnber  periods,  When  the  prices  of  proiri«> 
shmirt  WeVe  SO  per  cent  ygher  than  at 

Sreieoh  There  was^  in  Dict^  soiwe  re* 
uctitmla  the^arge)  but  it  wa^  only  15  or 
fiOper  ceet,  whereas  the  alteratiotiin  the 
prices  Wab  50  to  80  per  cent ;  where  the 
eonstntoer  used  to  pay  12/*  6s.,  he  now  paid 
61.  8t.  onk  \  sueh  was  the  difference  in 
home  of  the  articles.  It  was  totally  im« 
possible  for  any  person  opposing  ministeri 
in  the  way  which  he  was  obliged  te  adopts 
to  preceed  upon  any  other  infbrmation 
than  what  was  contained  in  the  retama 
tnade  to  the  House.  Some  time  since  he 
hioved  for  all  the  papera  eohnected  wHh 
the  expenses  for  the  nairy  hi  its  varfona 
braaehes,  frdm  ^e  year  17d5$  and  wbea 
the  hon.  gentleman  said  that  extraeta 
W4iich  were  quoted  fVom  these  estimates 
were  incdrreet,  he  did,  ihftet>  contmdict 
hi&ewfilBigaature.  On  cine  occasbn,  t4 
be  sore^  he  had  admitted  that  t  ^artkoliw 
H^  was  eoir^ttly  takea  hoth  an  eflcfial 
fetura ;  but  then^  he  added,  •<  Ihat  retank 
theugh  sentint  was  ineoiVeet.'*  He  (Mn 
Hume)  had  also  mbved  fbr  the'amoiint^of 
Supplies  vx>ted  for  a  serieaof  years,  for  tht 
isetice  ef  the  United  Khigdom,  including 
tiie  army,  uavy,  and  ordnance.  By  the 
returns  heiouad  that,  in  the  year  ll9% 
the  dumber  ef  men  Toted  was  16,00(^ 
and  that  the  supplies  voted  for  theas, 
and  far  the  sea  service,  instead  of  amodnt* 
ing,  as  the  hon.  gendeman  Mid  they  di4 
to  S,4OO,O00^.  amounted  to  1,485,955^ 
only.  Now,  either  this  wat  a  xorreette^ 
tttrti^  or  estimate^  or  it  wai  not:  if  it  wtl 
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not  correct^  the  House  would  not  at  laatt 
blame  bim  (Mr.  Hume)  for  its  errors.*- 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said  something 
about  the  current  debt.    It  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  him,  in  reply,  noir  to  produce 
the  statements  which  had  been  given  to  the 
House  of  the  amount  of  the  navy  debt  on 
the  25th  Dec  1791 ;  and  of  its  amount 
on   the  1st   of  January  179S.      There 
might  have  been,    for   aught  he  (Mr. 
Hume)  knew»  different  statements  of  these 
amounts  given  to-  the  House ;  a^d  that 
might  be  tne  cause  why  he  and  the  hon, 
gedtleman  were  at  issue  on  this  matter ; 
but  the  Journals  of  the  House  answerably 
showed,  that  280,000^  was  the  whole  in- 
crease on  the  debt  in  1792-S.    The  hon» 
gentleman  talked  of  their  having  reduced 
the  amount  of  the  debt  very  considerably 
*-4o  the  amount  of  some  millions ;    but 
supposing  even  that  the  expenses  of  the 
navy  in  1792  were  15,000,0(Xtf.,  that  fact 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  motion 
which  he  was  now  about  to  submit— a 
motion  having  for  its  object  simply  an  ex- 
planation of  the  large  items  wnicfa  were 
now  brought  forward  for  the  approbation 
of  the  House*     The  hon.  gentleman  had 
promised  to  detect  and  point  out  his  (Mr. 
Ilume*s) blunders;  but  exoepting  in  two 
instances,  the  paymaster  and  the  build- 
ings, in  both  of  which  he  had  been  misled 
by  erroneous  returns,  the  hon.  gentleman 
bad  not  discovered  any  blunder  wliatever. 
•—Surely  he  had  now  said  enough  to  show 
why  it  should  be  demonstrated  to  the 
House  how  much  of  these  sums  were  to 
be  applied  for  the  charge  of- marines: 
how  much  for  seamen  and  so  forth.  .  He 
implored  the  House  to  assist  him  in  pro- 
curing these  explanations  fircm  ministers, 
because  he  felt  assured  that  the  items  in 
question  covered  other  matters  and  ex« 
penses  besides  those  which  werenamed» 
and  which  they  werealraid  to  havebrou^t 
forward.— With  regard  to  all  that  had  fid- 
len  from  the  hon.  gentleman  about  our 
naval  glories,  it  was  a  second  edition  of 
our  galaxy  of  stars,  our  unrivalled  heroes, 
and  so  on— of  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
never  failed  to  make  mention.    But  why 
did  he  indulge  in  these  topics  i    Every 
body  admitted  the  splendid  services  pf  a 
)^elson  and  a  St.  Vineent ;  but  what  had 
they  to  do  with   the  question  of  >  sine- 
cores  held  m  this  department  ?    The  hon. 
gentleman,  in  a. truly  Irish  way^  had  an- 
swered himself,  as  it  were,  before  he  had 
made  his  own  statements  on  the  matter ; 
fbrhe  set  out  with  saying,  tlwt  be  admit- 
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ted  the  principle  of  sinecures  wax  bad.  It 
was  bad;  ana  a  much  better  and  more 
honourable  system  of  remuneration  might 
be  devised.    No  one  would  say  that  that 
House  had  ever  shown  an  unwillingness 
to  reward  merit,  wherever  merit  had  been 
displi^ed  in  the  service  of  the  country. 
He  was  so  little  read  in  the  sinecure  list, 
that  he  was  not  very  perfectly  awar%  of 
the  characters  of  many  who  were  blaoed 
upon  it.    But  it  was  sufficient  for  his 
case  if  it  could  be  shown,  that  during  the 
last  ten  years  one  improper  person  had 
been  admitted  upon  it.    The  present  was 
the  roost  proper  period  for  wiping  out  all 
sinecures,  if  possible.  Every  gallant  officer 
ought  be  sure  of  being  rewarded  for  the 
future  for  his  merits.    But  the  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  said,  that  this  was  the  most  ho- 
nourable, the  most  proper,  the  most  gra- 
tiding  mode  of  rewar^that  it  formM  a 
bond  of  union  among  all  who  experienced 
its  effiscts.    Perhaps,  therefore,  a  pension 
of  1,500^  a  year,  granted  to  an  admiral 
who  never  mingled  with  his  corps,  as  he 
mi^ht  call  this  servicoi  was  the  bond  of 
umon  which  bound  him  to  it  notwith* 
standing    [A  laugh  IJ*     Again   he  in- 
treated  the  House  not  to  vote  away  the 
public  money  without  some  knowledge  dT 
Its  destination.     They  had  been  too  long 
in  the  habit  of  granting  such  votes  in  con- 
fidence; and  the  effects  of  their  confi- 
dence should  teach  them  to  withhold  it  for 
the  future.  They  were  now  called  upon  to 
vote  in  this  way  dOO^OOCM.  more  this  year 
than  they  had  voted  last  year ;  whereas 
the  low  prices  of  provisions,  and  other 
causes,  required  that  the  vote  should  be 
very  considerdiily  less.    He  should  now 
move,  by  way  of  acpendment,   **  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  House,  a  return 
of  the  prioe  of  provisions  of  each  kind 
supplied  to  the  navy  in  the  years,  1813, 
1817,  and  1821,  and  the  value  of  one 
day  -  s  ration,  stating  the  severd  articles  in 
each  of  these  years :  also,  a  statement  of 
the  manner  in  which  532,850^  estimated 
for  the  victuals  for  the  navy/or  1822,  is  to 
be  expended." 

Mr.  Croker,  reminded  the  House,  that 
he  had  commenced  his  former  speech  by 
saying  that  the  ordinary  vote  was  about 
1,900,000/.,  but  in  the  course  of  that 
speech  he  had  added,  that  if  hon.  gentle- 
men would  refer  to  the  estimates,  they 
would  find  that  a  further  sum  of  l,000,pO(¥. 
was  appropriated  from  other  services. 
Thererore  this  blunder  must  rest  with  the 
hon*  gendemaui  mid  not  with  himself.  He 
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could  not  undenUnd  what  ground  of  com- 
plaint the  hoD.  gentlemen  bad  against  the 
returns  made  to  that  House.  He  had  asked 
fbr  a  return  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
marine  corps,  and  when  that  had  been 
Blade  out  in  conformity  to  his  order,  he 
was  not  satisfied,  but  again  asked  for 
what  he  called  <'  the  toUl  of  the  whole/' 
He  begged  to  refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  Journals  of  the  House:  where  he 
would  find  that  the  account  given  by  him 
(Mr.  Croker)  of  the  estimates  of  1792 
would  turn  out  perfectly  correct. 

The  House  divided :  for  the  Amend- 
ment,  54.    Against  it  158. 


AUhoTpy'lord 
Bury,  lord 
Bemal,  R. 
Brougham,  H. 
Barren,  &  B.  M. 


Maxwell,  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Nugen^  lord 
Normanby,  lord 
Newman,  R. 


Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.       Pryse,  P. 
Baring,  sirT.  Palmer,  C. 

Chaloner,  R.  Robarts,  A. 

Calvert,  N.  Roberts,  W.  A. 

Crespigny,  sir  W.  Robinson,  sir  G. 

Crompton,  S.  Ricardo,  D. 

CreeTcy,  T.  Ramsden,  J.  C. 

Fergusson,  sir  R.  Stuart,  W. 

Graham,  S.  Sykes,  D. 

Guise,  sir  W.  Sefton,  lord 

Haldimand,  W.  Scott, 

Hutchinson,  hon. C.H.    Stuart,  lord  J. 
Heron,  sir  R.  Smith,  hon.  R. 

Hobhouse,  J.  C.  Wyvill,  M. 

James,  W.  Williams,  W. 

Johnson,  col.  Wilkins,  W. 

Jerroise,  G.  P.  Wood,  alderman 

Leycester,  R.  Webb,  Col. 

Lambton,  J.  G.  Wilson,  sir  R. 

Lenoard,  T.  B.  tellers. 

Lusbiagton,  Dr.  Hume,  J. 

Moadc,  J.  B.  Davies,  Colonel 

•  The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  to  which  the  Navy 
Estimates  were  referred,  sir  J.  Osborn 
moved,  <<  That  21,000  men  be  employed 
for  the  Sea  Service  for  IS  lunar  months ; 
from  the  Ist  of  January  1822 ;  induding 
8000  royal  marines. 

Mr.  Hum€  said,  he  must  M;ain  ask  what 
were  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
Fhich  required  that  there  should  be  2000 
men  now  more  than  in  1817»  for  the  same 
purpose  ?  The  reductions  that  had  been 
maae  in  the  Navy  were  not  owing  to  the 
economy  of  ministers,  but  to  theaeath  of 
Buonaparte.  The  ntunber  of  the  marines  he 
thought  disproportionate  with  the  number 
of  seamen,  ana  he  should,  therefore,  pro* 
pose  as  an  amendment,  that  <*  19>000  be 
substituted  for  <<  21,000.'' 
VOL.  VL 


Sir  6.  Cockbum  said,  that  on  the  open- 
ing of  a  former  war  the  country  had  suf- 
fered materially  from  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  marines  toman  the  Navy 
with.  The  consequence  was,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  employ  soldiers  to  their 
great  dissatisfaction ;  and  to  the  detriment 
of  the  service ;  for  they  were  all  sea.sick 
as  soon  as  they  got  out  to  sea.  Upon  this 
it  was  thought  oexieT  to  keep  up  a  large 
number  of  seasoned  marines,  who  in  peace 
might  be  employed  in  doing  garrison  duty 
in  the  sea-ports,  and  in  the  event  of  war, 
be  ready  to  man  the  service.  The  Admiralty 
did  not  want  to  increase  the  number  of  sea- 
men for  theservice  of  the  ensuing  year,  and 
they  were  loath  to  diminish  the  body  of 
marines.  Thev  might  have  been  able  to 
reduce  more,  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
creased demand  from  South  America  and 
the  Mediterranean ;  and  it  should  be  re- 
membered, that  out  of  19,000  seamen, 
1,500  were  employed  round  the  coast  for 
the  security  of  the  revenue. 

Sir  /.  Coffin  expressed  his  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  marine 
corps  at  as  high  a  rate  as  possible.  It  was 
obvmusly  desirable  that  young  men  should 
be  educated  for  the  public  service ;  for  in 
the  event  of  a  new  war  was  it  tolerable  that 
the  defence  of  the  country  should  be  en- 
trusted to  such  old  men  as  himself,  who  had 
served  forty  years  in  the  Navy,  and  who 
were  scarcely  able  to  step  over  a  three- 
legged  stool. 

SLr.Bennet  said,  he  should  like  to  be 
informed  why  8,000  marines  were  now  to 
be  kept  up  ?  Was  a  war  now  more  pro- 
bable than  in  1817  i  In  1822  the  peace 
establishment  was  larger  than  in  i817> 
while  the  country  was  labouring  under  in- 
creased distress.  The  difference  was  at 
least  200,000/.  in  the  naval  departments ; 
yet,  from  1817  downwards,  the  same 
empty  promises  of  economy  had  been 
given,  and  the  same  constant  neglect  of 
them  shown.  There  was  the  same  pledge 
of  economy,  and  the  same  practice  of  pro- 
fusion. Why  did  not  the  country  gentle- 
men, when  so  many  opportunities  were 
afforded,  discharge  the  engagements  they 
had  made  to  their  coiistituents,  instead  of 
trusting  to  the  chance  of  a  long  parlia- 
ment, and  the  amiable  forgetntlness  of 
their  friends.  He  wished  that  tlie  people 
of  England  could  look  into  the  House  of 
Commons.  Nothio|^  under  heaven  could 
give  him  greater  satisfaction ;  for  it  would 
save  posterity  from  the  innumerable  cala- 
mities threatened  by  ministers.    If  the 
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eye  of  the  public  were  steadily  kept  upon 
their  representatives,  there  might  be  at 
least  a  chance  of  a  remedy.  The  people  of 
England  did  sometimes  learn  who  voted  on 
the  opposition  side  of  the  House.  Would 
to  Ood  they  could  see  the  votes  oti  the  side 
of  ministers!  That  God-send,  a  list 
of  a  ministerial  majority,  would  bring  the 
nation  to  its  senses,  and  ought  to  be  posted 
throughout  the  kingdom.  It  would  toen  be 
s^en  why,  in  ]  822,  a  larger  sum  was  to 
be  voted  than  in  1817.  He  had  some  faint 
hope  that  gentlemen  who  had  been  so  lavish 
of  their  promises  out  of  doors  would  give 
some  specimens  of  the  performance  of 
them  within  doors. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  said,  that  if  hon.  members 
would  look  to  the  other  parts  of  the  navy 
estimates  they  would  see  there  was  a  re- 
duction equal  to  two  millions*  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  reduce  any  part 
of  that  useful  body  of  men,  the  royal 
nyarioee. 

Mr.  i/ume  said,  that  the  estimate  for 
1817  was  5,985,415/.:  at  present  it  was 
489,550/.  less ;  but  how  did  this  show  that 
there  ^as  a  saving*  of  2,000,000/.  ? 

Mr.  Croker  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
bad  omitted  to  take  into  his  consideration 
671|000/.  the  produce  of  old  stores,  which 
was  taken  in  aid  of  the  vote  for  the  year 
1817,  and  which  in  point  of  fact  was  de- 
voted to  the  public  service  of  the  year, 
although  it  did  not  appear  in  the  supply 
for  the  year. 

Mr.  Hume  pledged  himself  to  prove 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  in  error.  He 
had  added  the  sum  of  671,000/.  instead 
of  deducting  it,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done. 

The  committee  divided:  For  the 
Amendment,  53.  Against  it,  157*  On 
the  resolution,  <<  that  582,850/.  be  grant- 
ed for  victualling  the  said  21,000  men,'' 

Mr.  Hothouse  said,  he  saw  very  clearly 
that  ministers  intended  to  refuse  every 
kind  of  information  that  could  enable  the 
House  to  investigate  the  subject.  All  pro- 
positions for  inquiry  were  met  by  a  direct 
negative,  supported  by  the  ordinary  minis- 
terial minority ;  and  as  this  course  had 
been  pursued  quite  long  enough  for  one 
night,  he  would  move  **  that  the  chairman 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again." 

Upon  this,  afbr  a  short  conversation, 
the  Committee  divided :  Ayes.  47*  Noes, 
147. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Breach   of    PaiviLBGa — Opsmiwq 

OF     LBTTERS     ADDRESSED     BY     OR     Ta 

MBMBERa.]  Mr.  James  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  violation, 
as  it  seemed  to  him,  of  the  privilege  of  tta 
members.  There  was  a  gentleman  con^ 
fined  in  the.  gaol  of  Lancaster,  who  had 
terrified  government  by  attending  a  reform 
meetingin  1819,  whose  letter8,from  prison, 
to  him  (Mr.  James)  had  been  broken  open ; 
and  his  letters  to  that  gentleman  had  ex- 
perienced a  similar  treatment;  one  letter, 
mdeed,  had  been  withheld  altoeether ;  and 
a  copy  only  delivered  in  its  place.  Peti- 
tions forwarded  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  had  shared  the  same  fate  with  othar 
communications ;  and,strange  as  the  deci- 
sions of  Parliament  had  been,  it  would 
hardly  sanction  so  gross  a  proceeding. 
Upon  the  effect  of  the  practice  it  could 
not  be  necessary  to  say  a  word.  The 
most  signal  injustice — the  most  atrocioua 
cruelty — ^might  be  committed  in  prisons, 
under  the  operation  of  such  a  system,  and 
no  means  of  complaint  would  be  open  to 
the  sufierer.  It  might  be  urged,  perhaps, 
that  prisons  were  visited  by  magistrates, 
and  that  to  those  magistrates,  if  neces- 
sary, complaints  might  be  addressed ;  but, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  in  t)ne  gaol  at 
least  (Uchester),  cruelty  and  torture  had 
been  inflicted  upon  prisoners,  notwith- 
standing the  visits  of  such  appointed 
magistrates ;  and  that  gentlemen  had  risen 
in  the  House  to  eulogize  the  character  of 
the  manager  of  that  institution,  uncon- 
scious of  the  conduct  of  the  man  of  whom 
they  were  speaking.  As  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  learn,  this  inquisitorial  prac- 
tice of  opening  letters  had  originated  in 
the  wish  of  some  Lancashire  magistrates 
to  pry  into  the  secrets  of  the  advocates  of 
parliamentary  reform.  Inquiry  being 
made  into  the  legality  of  the  course,  those 
magistrates  laid  a  case  before  counsel,  and 
obtaroed  an  opinion,  that  the  proceeding 
was  lawful :  they  then,  from  having  merely 
desired  the  gaoler  to  open  certain  letters, 
added  a  formal  regulation  to  the  rules  of 
the  prison,  that  all  persons  conftded  for 
peculiar  offences  should  be  subject  to  aa 
unqualified  inspection  of  their  correspoB-« 
dence.  Now,  that  sodi  an  order  was  com- 
trary  to  English  law,  he  had  no  doubt. 
The  9th  of  Anne,  commonly  called  the 
Ptet-office  act,  declared  that  no  person 
should  presume  te  opena  letter  unless  by 
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wtrrant  frotn  a  lecretary  of  state ;  and  in 
support  of  that  enactment  might  be  quoted 
the  circular  of  the  late  secretary  for  the 
home  department,  dated  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1814<,  decidedly  stating  to  gaolers, 
that  such  ao  act  was  not  warranted  by 
law.  The  proceeding,  he  contended^  was 
10  direct  violation  of  that  clause  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  which  said  that  the  law  of 
the  land  should  not  be  dispensed  with,  un- 
less by  the  authority  of  parliament  He 
knew  that  some  reliance  had  been  placed 
upon  the  act*  of  the  S2nd  George  2nd ; 
but  be  could  find  nothing  in  that  act  to  jus- 
tify a  magistnEile  in  doing  that  which  was 
contrary  to  law.  That  act  referred  to.  per- 
sons who  were  imprisoned  for  debt.  Its 
greambie  set  out  with  recognising  the 
ardships  to  which  persons  so  imprisoned 
were  sometimes  exposed  by  the  oppression 
of  gaolers,  and  it  enacted  that  proper  rules 
should  be  made  for  the  regulation  of  per- 
sons imprisoned  ;  but,  though  certainly 
the  letter  of  the  act  referred  to  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,  yet  the  spirit  of  it 
was  humane,  and  it  went  to  alleviate,  not 
exasperate,  the  sufferings  of  any  class  of 
prisoners.  But  before  those  regulations 
were  made,  as  well  as  since,  the  letters 
of  prisoners  were  opened  in  this  prison, 
which  showed  how  little  respect  there  was 
for  the  law,  by  those  who  thought  it  for 
tbeir  interest  to  violate  it.  This,  he  be- 
lieved he  was  safe  in  saying,  was  a  prac- 
tice unknown  in  any  other  gaol  in  the 
kingdom.  It  was  notpractised  at  Ilchester 
gaol,  even  towards  Mr.  Hunt,  whom  the 
attorney  •general  had  described  as  guilty 
of  a  crime  little  short  of  high  treason,  but 
whom  he  (Mr.  James)  would  always  con- 
aider  as  severely  persecuted ;  for  he  would 
maintain  that  he  had  rendered  great  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  humanity,  in  the 
recent  investigation,  to  which  his  exer- 
tions had  contributed;  but  even  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Hunt,  the  magistrates  of 
Somerset  had  not  made  a  regulation  by 
which  his  letters  were  to  be  subjected  to 
inspection-— a  regulation  which  he  should 
ever  think  most  inquisitorial  and  un- 
just. Whatever  opinions  might  be  held 
on  the  subject  elsewhere,  he  would  say, 
that  the  practice  was  illegal ;  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  opinion,  he  had  the  authority 
of  a  great  politician  and  an  able  lawyer, 
whose  name  be  was  sore  would  carry  great 
weight  with  the  House.  He  alluded  to  the 
late  sir  S.  Romilly.  *That  able  man,  in 
presenting,  in  the  year  1812,  a  petition 
from  a  prisoner  confined  in  Lincoln  gaol, 


complaining  of  having  his  letters  opeued, 
had  stated,  that  he  knew  no  statute  law 
which  authorized  such  a  practice,  and 
that  certainly  no  such  right  existed  by 
common  law.  He  had  stated  as  a  lawyer, 
that  the  magistrates  had  no  sucli  power. 
They  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
prisoners.  They  were  in  the  custody  of 
the  high  sheriff*,  whose  duty  it  was,  not 
merely  to  precede  the  judges  of  assize, 
with  men  bearing  white  staves,  and  others 
sounding  trumpets,  but  to  attend,  to  and 
provide  for  the  comforts  of  the  prisoners 
in  his  gaol ;  for  they  were  in  his  custody^ 
and  not  in  that  of  the  magistrates.  This 
was  the  opinion  of  sir  S.  Romilly ;  and, 
fortified  with  that  opinion,  he  contended 
that  he  was  fully  borne  out  in  describing 
the  conduct  he  had  alluded  to  as  illegal. 
But,  if  it  should  be  contended  tliat  the 
S2nd  of  George  2nd  gave  the  power  in 
question,  the  sooner  it  was  repealed  the 
better.  As  to  the  question  whether  this  was 
a  breach  of  privilege,  it  was  at  first  his  in- 
tention to  have  brought  the  matter  before 
a  court  of  law ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
before  an  impartial  judge,  and  any  twelve 
honest  men,  he  should  have  got  a  verdict ; 
but  when  he  heard  from  so  many  excellent 
authorities,  that  the  matter  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  the  Houses  he 
felt  that  he  should  not  be  discharging  his 
duty  if  he  did  not  bring  the  subject  before 
it,  satisfied  that  in  supporting  the  privi* 
leges  of  that  House  he  was  also  maintain- 
ing those  of  the  people.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber concluded  by  moving,  <<  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  that  any  person 
breaking  open,  detaining,  or  suppressing, 
any  letter  or  letters  addressed  by  or  to 
Members  of  this  House,  is  guilty  of  a  direct 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House." 

Lord  StanUy  did  not  see  on  what 
ground  the  motion  for  declaring .  the 
opening  of  a  letter  from  a  prisoner  to  a 
member  of  parliament  a  breach  of  their 
privileges,  could  be  sustained.  A  similar 
question  had  been  started  last  year,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  privileges,  and 
he  had  never  heard  that  tliey  felt  it  in- 
cumbent upon  them  to  bring  the  subject 
forward.  That  the  practice  complained 
of  would,  under  some  circumstances^ 
amount  to  a  breach  of  moral  justice  be- 
tween man  and  man,  no  one  could  deny ; 
but  there  were  limits  to  the  privileges  due 
to  letters,  and  when  he  found  that  even 
the  judges  of  the  land,  were  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  practice  complained  of,  he 
could  not  thmk  that  there  were  sufficient 


Digitized  by 


Google 


647]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

ground!  for  assuming  thai  a  breach  of 
privilege  had  been  committed.  One  of 
the  rules  ordered*  that  the  keeper  of  the 
gaol  should  examine  all  correspondence 
carried  on  bj  prisoners  on  the  Crown 
side,  and  not  forward  any  letter  which 
contained  improper  matter  without  show- 
ing it  to  the  chaplain  or  one  of  the  visit* 
ing  magistrates.  When  the  letter  was 
submitted  to  the  proper  persons,  if  the 
letter  came  to  a  prisoner,  he  was  sent  for, 
and  the  unexceptionable  parts  were  read 
to  him ;  iCUie  letter  was  written  by  a  pri- 
soner, be  was  told  what  were  the  excep- 
tionable parts,  and  had  the  liberty  of  re- 
writing that  which  was  not  offensive.  This 
rule  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Justice  Bayley, 
and  he  believed  was  in  the  hand-writing 
of  that  learned  judge  himself;  and  the 
whole  of  the  rules  were  sanctioned  by 
Mr.  Justice  Bayley  and  Mr.  Justice  Park. 
Therefore,  upon  a  general  view  of  the 
question,  whether  the  gaoler  was  iustified 
in  opening  the  hon.  member's  letter  or 
not,  be  firmly  believed  that  he  would  not 
have  done  his  duty  if  he  had  not  examin- 
ed  its  contents.  Whether  the  mere  fact 
of  the  frank  of  a  member  of  parliament 
went  to  alter  the  operation  of  the  prison 
rules,  was  a  question  which  others  miffht 
be  more  able  to  determine ;  but,  for  nis 
own  part,  he  certainly  did  not  think  it  did. 
How  was  it  possible  for  members  alwavs 
to  know  what  their  franks  contained? 
They  might  become  the  means  of  convey- 
ing matter  the  roost  improper  in  its  na- 
ture, and  dangerous  in  its  consequences. 
Upon  the  hon.  member's  ownshowing,  he 
thought  there  was  nothing  in  the  present 
case  which  called  for  the  interference  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ped  observed,  that  if  he 
understood  the  hon.  mover,  his  object 
was,  to  establish  two  propositions ;  first, 
that  the  opening  of  a  letter  franked  by 
him  was  illegal ;  and  secondly,  that  it  was 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
If  he  should  be  able  to  disprove  both 
these  points,  he  apprehended  there  would 
be  an  end  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  case. 
Before  he  proceeded  with  his  argument 
on  the  first  point,  he  could  not  but  ex- 

f»res8  his  surprise  at  the  opinion  of  a 
earned  gentleman  (Mr.  Brougham),  on  a 
former  evening,  as  to  the  opening  of  let- 
ters sent  by  convicts  on  board  the  hulks; 
and  he  thought  that,  on  a  little  more  ma- 
ture reflection,  the  learned  gentleman 
would  not  himself  persist  in  the  opinion 
then  given.    It  would  not  be  denica,  that 
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by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  persons 
detained  on  board  the  hulks  were  civilly 
dead,  possessed  no  civil  rights,  and  there- 
fore that  the  i^ovemment  would  be  justi- 
fied, not  only  in  orderinff  the  inspection  of 
their  letters,  but  in  pr^ibiting  all  com- 
munication with  them.  However,  ^e 
proposition  of  the  hon.  member  this  night 
was  a  different  question.  It  went  to  show 
that  a  certain  regulation  for  the  better 
government  of  the  gaol  of  Lancaster, 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  his  (Mr. 
Peel's)  predecessor  in  office,  was  in  Its 
openUion  illegal.  Now,  he  would  show 
the  contrary.  What  was  the  nature  bf 
the  regulations  of  Lancaster  gaol  ?  Here 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  repeated  the 
statement  given  by  lord  Stanley,  as  to  the 
authorities  by  which  the  regulations  were 
sanctioned.  The  first  impression  of  the 
House,  after  hearing  such  authority  aa 
that  of  two  judges  of  the  land  sanctioning 
those  regulations,  should  be,  he  imagined, 
a  presumption  that  they  at  least  were  not 
illegal.  The  hon.  member  had  referred 
to  the  S2nd  of  Geo.  2,  but  be  carefully 
left  out  of  his  view  the  81st  of  Geo  3. 
By  that  act  it  was  enacted,  that  fit  and 
proper  i^egulations  should  be  drawn  up 
for  the  better  government  of  gaols  and 
other  places  of  confinement,  in  England 
and  Wales ;  and  it  added,  that  those  re- 
gulations should  be  drawn  up  by  the  sane 
authorities  as  those  mentioned  in  the  S2nd 
Geo.  2.  And  who  were  those  authorities? 
•The  magistrates  of  the  counties.  It  fur« 
ther  added,  that  the  regulations  to  which 
they  might  come  should  have  force,  when 
sanctioned  by  the  judges  of  assize,  who 
were  authonzed  to  revise  them.  This 
was  done  in  the  case  of  Lancaster  gaol.  The 
magistrates  drew  up  and  agreed  to  certain 
regulations  for  the  better  government  of 
the  county  gaol.  These  were  submitted  to 
the  judges,  by  whom  they  were  examined, 
and,  with  some  alterations,  sanctioned  and 
approved.  Would  it,  after  this,  be  said, 
that  they  were  illegsH  He  should  be 
wantonly  trespassing  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  if  he  dwelt  longer  on  the  question 
of  legality.  Supposing  it,  then,  admitted 
to  him,  that  this  regmation  was  a  lesal 
one,  the  next  question  was,  whether  the 
exercise  of  the  rule  was,  in  the  case  al« 
luded  to,  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament. Now,  if  parliament  sanctioned 
the  enactment  of  the  rule,  he  could  not 
see  any  thinz  in  the  case  of  a  member  of 
parliament  which  should  exempt  his  letters 
from  being  opened^  where  that  was  wac^ 
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ranted  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Now,  taking 
it  as  granted,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, 
that  the  view  which  he  took  of  the  con- 
ttraction  of  the  act  was  a  legal  one,  upon 
what  did  the  authority  of  the  regulations 
rest?  Here  they  had  it,  that  the  House 
of  Commons,  one  branch  of  the  l^sla^ 
ture,  had  declared,  by  a  bill  which  was 
passed  into  a  law  by  the  concurrence  of 
the  two  other  branches,  that  certain  regu« 
lations  for  the  government  of  gaols  and 
other  places  of  con6neroent  ^ould  be 
binding,  when  sanctioned  by  the  authori- 
ties there  specified.  Would  it,  then,  be 
maintained,  that  after  thus  sanctioning 
such  rules,  without  any  reservation  as  to 
their  own  privileges,  such  exemption  now 
existed  ?  He  contended,  that  where  the 
authority  was  given,  as  in  this  case,  he 
maintained  it  bad  been  giv^n,  it  could  not 
be  revoked  except  by  another  act;  and 
until  that  act  was  passed,  any  regulation 
under  the  former  would  not  amount  to  a 
breach  of  privilege.  The  attention  ofpar- 
liament  had  formerly  been  called  to  the 

auestion  of  privilege,  with  reference  to 
le  letters  of  members;  but,  before  he 
proceeded  with  that,  he  would  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  a  letter  seiit 
by  lord  Sidmouth  to  the  gaoler  of  Glou- 
cester gaol,  on  the  subject  of  opening  let* 
ters  addressed  to  prisoners.  The  letter 
was  written  after  a  complaint  made  to  the 
Lords  on  the  part  of  a  debtor,  and  a  per- 
son accused  of  a  misdemeanor,  but  not 
tried,  that  letters  addressed  to  them  had 
been  opened  by  the  gaoler.  Lord  Sid- 
mouth, after  consulting  with  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  sent  the  letter  in  which 
it  was  said,  that  a  future  regulation  would 
apply  to  **  felons  and  fines.'*  Now  he  was 
satiified  that  the  word  **  felons*'  here  was 
a  mistake  for  the  word  *<  debtors.'*  How 
the  mistake  occurred,  whether  in  the 
copying  or  printing,  he  could  not  say; 
but  of  this  he  had  no  doubt,  that  **  debt- 
ors*' should  have  been  mentioned  and  not 
**  felons."  He  had  just  said,  that  the  at- 
tention of  parliament  had  been  formerly 
called  to  this  subject.  In  the  vear  17S5, 
a  complaint  was  made,  that  letters  ad- 
dressed, to  members  had  been  opened; 
and  that  postage  was  claimed,  but  this 
complaint  refemd  to  letters  put  into 
the  post,  and  in  that  case  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  a  gross 
breach  of  privilege.  But,  was  that  a  case 
at  all  in  point?  was  it  in  any  way  analo- 
gous to  regulations  made  b^  magistrates 
to  prevent  a  letter  being  put  into  the  post  ? 


He  maintained  it  was  not.  Th^  House  of 
Commons  never  considered  that  they  were 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  law. 
Thev  resolved  on  that  occasion,  that  it 
would  be  a  gross  breach  of  privilege  for 
any  agent  of  the  post-office  to  open  a 
letter  of  a  member  of  parliament,  except 
by  a  warrant  of  a  secretary  of  state.  Thus 
they  clearly  recognized,  that  in  cases 
where  it  might  be  necessary  for  a  secret 
tary  of  state  to  order  the  opening  of  a  let* 
ter,  their  own  privilege  was  not  reserved. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  same  feelings 
would  prevail  here,  and  that  the  House 
woiild  not  claim  any  privilege  which  would 
interfere  with  the  criminal  justice  of  the 
country.  The  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  was,  that  the  privilege  of  a 
member  of  parliament  did  not  extend  to 
exemption  from  arrest,  in  cases  of  indict* 
ment.  All  the  civil  riehts  and  exemp- 
tions which  they  had  formerlv  claimed 
were  gone,  except  that  of  the  /reedom  of 
their  person  in  civil  cases,  and  the  freedom 
of  their  letters.  Where  the  regulations 
alluded  to  were  authorized  by  law,  there 
was  no  presumption  of  such  an  unlimited 
correspondence  in  any  way  as  could  have 
the  e&ct  of  revoking  these  regulations. 
Whatever  right  of  personal  communica- 
tion a  magistrate  might  have  with  prison- 
ers,  a  member  of  parliament,  as  such,  had 
none :  he  had  no  right  to  insist  upon  such 
communication,  but  certainly  all  corres* 
pondence  should  be  controlled  by  the  re- 
gulations which  were  necessary  for  the 
discipline  and  proper  management  of  the 
prison.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
saw  no  ground  for  the  interference  of  the 
House,  and  would  therefore  condude  by 
moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  if  he  understood 
the  right  hon.  sentleman  right,  he  had 
laid  it  down  as  the  law  of  the  land,  that 
magistrates,  when  their  regulations  were 
sanctioned  by  judges,  had  a  right  to 
legislate  for  gaols,  and  that  they  could 
net  only  enforce,  but  aggravate  pu- 
nishments, by  placinff  persons  in  so- 
litary confinement.  Now,  the  magis- 
t  rates  might  make  regulations,  and  the 
judges  assent  to  them ;  but  such  regula- 
tions could  only  relate  to  the  hours  of  la« 
bour^and  of  diet,  and  such  matters.  The 
magistrates  might  take  care  that  the  pri- 
soners had  all  the  advantages  consistent 
with  their  situation  and  sentence,  but  be- 
yond that  they  had  no  power  at  all.  He 
would  put  it*  to  the  House,  whether  a 
judge  liad  a  right  to  increase  the  term  of 
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a  sentence  from  one  year  to  fire*  and  to- 
litary  imprisonment?     The  act  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  a  pe« 
nitentiary  act,  and  was  not  applicable  to 
ffaob  in  gmieral.    But,  if  the  magistrates 
had  a  ri^t  to  legislate  for  the  discipline 
of  prisons,  then  there  waa  an  end  to  all 
the  labours  of  their  committees.    In  the 
case  in  question,  the  letter  waa  addressed 
not  to  a  felon  but  a  fine ;  so  that  the  con* 
atruction  of  the    right  hon.    gentleman 
would  not  apply  to  it,  and  consequently 
Uie  opening  of  it  was  an  illegal  act.     On 
this  subject  he  would  refer  the  House  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  in  1735.  The 
first  resolution  of  that  committee  declared 
that  it  was  the  privilege  of  members,  that 
letters  sent  by  or  to  them,  should  pass 
free  of  postage.    The  object  of  this  prt- 
▼ilege  was  evidently  not  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  two-pence  or  three-pence,  or 
aeven-pence,  but  because  it  was  essential 
that  members  should  have  a  free  and  un- 
restrained communication,  not  only  with 
their  constituents,  but  with  the  people  at 
large;    The  next  resolution  of  the  com-> 
mittee  was,  that  it  was  a  high  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament  for  any  post* 
master  to  open  any  letter  sent  from  or  to 
a  member,  unless  under  a  special  warrant 
signed  by  the  secretary  of  state  ;<i-HBot  a 
general  order,  such  as  that  which  had 
been  given  on  a  recent  occasion.    One  of 
the  principal  objects  of  this  privilege  was, 
to  facilitate  the  knowledge,  and  conse- 
quently the  redress  of  grievances.    And 
in  what  place  was  the  existence  of  griev- 
ance more  to  be  apprehended  thim    in 
saols  ?    Who  that  knew  the  efforts  that 
had  been  making  during  the  last  eight  or 
ten  years  to  improve  the  condition  of  our 
gaols,  and  compared  their  present  state 
with  their  state  before  that  period,  but 
must  feel  that  grievances  without    end 
must  have  existed  in  gaols  ;  and  therefore 
that  it  never  could  have  been  intended  by 
the  legislature  that  all  complaints  pro- 
eeedine  from  gaols  and  addressed  to  mem- 
bers of  parliament  should  be  interrupted 
and   suppressed?    The  present   was   a 
sijgnal  case  of  improper  mterference,  for 
his  hon.  friend  had  written  to  the  gaoler 
to  tell  him  that  the  letter  was  from  him« 
aelf.    He  was  not  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  been  apprehensive  of 
meeting  this  motion  with  a  direct  nega* 
tive,  and  had  preferred  the  previous  ques- 
tion ;  but  he  was  sure  that  his  hon.  fnend 
had  done  good  in  bringing  the  subject  for- 
ward; and  that  the  discussion  of  it  would 
cause  the  correction  of  a  great  abuse. 
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The  Attorney  General  said,  that  though 
he  was  fully  prepared  to  admit,  that  net* 
ther  the  magistrates  nor  the  gaoler  had  a 
right  to  increase  the  punishment  of  any 
individual  beyond  the  degree  mentioned 
in  the  sentence  of  the  court,  still  he  was 
prepared  to  argue  that  they  had  a  right 
to  make  such  regulations  as  they  thought 
proper  for  the  internal  government  of  the 
prison,  liable,  however,  to  the  subsequent 
confirmation  6r  rejection  of  the  judges  of 
the  assize.  Now,  a  set  of  regulations  hav« 
ing  been  agreed  to  by  the  magistrates  of 
Lancashire,  and  subsequently  approved  of 
by  the  judges,  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
gaoler  implicitly  to  obey  them.  Indeed, 
the  gaoler  would  have  been  guilty  of  a 
gross  dereliction  of  his  duty,  if  he  had 
obeyed  the  hint  given  him  in  the  letter  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Carlisle,  and  had  re- 
frained from  opening  the  letter  sent  to 
the  prisoner  under  his  custody.  In  the 
case  of  the  Gloucester  gaoler,  he  took 
upon  himself  to  stop  tlie  letters  of  prison- 
ers, without  orders  from  magistrates.  The 
letter  of  lord  Sidmouth  written  upon  that 
occasion,  was  not  a  circular.  It  was 
transcribed  by  some  of  the  nngistrates  of 
Somerset,  and  afterwards  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  Ilchester  gaol,  where  Hunt 
found  it,  and  supposed  it  to  have  been  a 
circular.  Would  any  member  say,  that 
he  had  a  right  to  enter  into  any  gaol  in 
the  kingdom,  in  order  to  hold  communi- 
cation with  those  confined  in  it.  '  Now  if 
hon.  members  had  not  a  right  to  commu- 
nicate personalLy  with  all  persons  confined 
in  gaol,  how  could  they  have  a  right  to 
communicate  with  them  in  all  cases  by 
letter  ?  As  to  a  breach  of  privilege,  he 
was  quite  confident  that  none  had  been 
committed. 

Mr.  Bernal  contended,  that  the  absence 
of  all  exceptions  in  the  statutes  which  had 
been  quoted,  saving  the  privileges  of 
members,  was  a  proof  that  it  was  not  sup- 
posed that  the  general  mle,  by  which 
those  privileges  were  secured  to  them, 
waa  afiected.  If  this  privilege  were  not 
maintained,  cases  of  great  severity  might 
exist  in  prisons,  which  would  never  be 
known  to  the  world.  It  would  be  far 
better  to  sufier  the  danger  and  inconve* 
nience  of  a  solitary  instance  of  an  im^ 
proper  use  of  the  privilege,  than  the 
much  greater  danger  and  inconvenience 
of  preventing  acts  of  oppression  fnm 
being  brought  to  light.  In  hie  opinion^ 
there  ought  always  to  be  the  most  (Vee 
and  unrestrained  coaiaiuiiication  between 
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the  people  and  their  representativett 
under  whatever  circumstances  the  former 
might  be  placed. 

Sir  R.  fVUson  trusted,  that  parliament 
would  not  allow  its  prifileges  to  be  got 
rid  of  by  the  regulations  of  any  set  of 
magistrates.  He  was  no  great  stickler 
for  precedent;  but  he  had  found  one 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  matter  before 
the  House.  In  the  first  year  of  William 
and  Mary,  it  was  resolved  by  the  House, 
that  the  breaking  open  a  letter  sent  by,  or 
directed  to,  one  of  its  members,  was  a 
gross  infringement  of  the  privileges  of 
parliament.  After  such  a  resolution^ 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  a  breach  of 
privilege  having  been  committed  in  the 
present  instance.  When  hon.  members 
read  the  report  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  state  of  Ilchester  gaol,  they  would 
discover  an  additional  reason  for  not 
allowing  the  letters  of  prisoners  to  be  in* 
tercepted ;  for  they  would  see,  that  there 
was  no  longer  any  great  confidence  to  be 
placed  either  in  gaolers  or  in  visiting 
magistrates. 

Mr.  Wynn  maintained,  that  neither  a 
breach  of  privilege  nor  of  the  law  of  the 
land  had  been  committed.  That  the  law 
of  the  land  had  not  been  infringed,  was 
clear  from  the  act  of  queen  Anne,  on 
which  so  much  stress  had  been  already 
laid.  That  the  privileges  of  the  House 
bad  not  been  violated,  was  also  evident 
from  this — that  the  resolutions  to  which 
allusions  had  been  made  only  referred  to 
the  deliverv  of  letters  by  the  post.  With 
regard  to  the  resolution  of  1689,  the  cir* 
cumstances  which  had  given  rise  to  it 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  House  had  come  to  that  resolution  in 
C9n8eqoence  of  the  governor  of  Hull 
having  seized  upon  the  mail  bag,  and 
opened  all  the  letters  it  contained,  among 
which  were  some  written  to  and  by  mem* 
bers  of  parliament.  Now,  it  ought  to  be 
recollected  that  this  event  bad  occurred 
shortly  after  the  Revolution,  at  a  time  of 
great  public  alarm  and  confusion ;  and 
Uiat,  tnou^h  the  House  had  come  to  such 
a  resolution  as  the  hon.  member  for 
Southwark  had  described,  it  had  not  in- 
flicted any  punishment  upon  the  offender. 
Indeed,  the  House  was  bound  to  consider, 
in  reference  to  the  present  question  of 
privilege,  what  were  the  powers  ot  magis- 
trates and  gaolers  before  the  acts  of 
Geor^  2nd  and  George  Srd.  Before 
that  time  thev  had  the  power  of  adopting 
aU  such  regufatloDs  as  appeared  to  them 


necessary  for  tlie  safe  custody  of  tfaeif 
prisoners.  The  judges  could  give  no 
connexion  or  relative  of  the  prisoner  an 
order  of  admission  into  the  gaol :  all  that 
they  could  do  was,  to  recommend  to  the 
gaoler  to  allow  such  and  such  a  person 
admittance;  advising  him  at  the  same 
time  to  take  all  due  care  that  the  prisoner 
did  not  escape.  They  had  even  the 
power,  cruel  and  odious  as  it  was,  of 
placing  individuals  in  solitary  confine- 
ment ;  and  having  such  power,  was  it 
likely  that  they  would  not  have  the  power 
of  intercepting  their  correspondence? 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  nothing 
might  be  more  necessary  than  such  a 
power :  for  by  means  of  it,  a  prisoner's 
intention  to  escape  or  to  give  information 
to  his  accomplices  might  be  efiected; 
nay,  to  put  an  extreme  case,  poison 
might  be  sent  to  a  prisoner  in  a  letter  to 
enable  him  to  evade  the  execution  of  the 
law ;  and  certainly  against  such  a  catas* 
trophe  it  was  the  duty  of  the  gaoler,  if 
possible,  to  provide.  He  must  see  evi- 
dence of  much  greater  abuse  than  ap* 
peered  in  the  present  case,  before  he 
could  consent  to  interfere. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  what  had  just  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  confes^ 
he  had  been  anxious  to  hear  what  could 
be  said  by  the  right  hon*  gentleman,  w^l 
known  formerly  on  his  side  of  the  House» 
and  now  he  trusted  to  be  as  well  known 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  as  the 
strict  and  vigilant  guardian  of  tlie 
privileges  of  parliament.  Since  he  had 
heard  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  however, 
instead  of  being  weakened,  he  had  been 
strengthened  in  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  as  he  knew  that  he  had  now  heard 
all  that  could  be  urged  by  learning  or 
legal  ingenuity.  In  the  first  place,  he 
must  protest  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
right  hoD.  secretary  of  state,  as  to  that 
which  ought  to  be  considered  the  test  and 
limitation  of  the  privileges  of  parliament ; 
namely,  that  that  privilege  did  not  inter- 
fere with  any  act  done  legally  by  any 
establi^ed  authority;  that  if,  for  ex- 
ample>  the  justices  of  the  session,  sanc- 
tioned by  two  of  the  ludges,  were  em* 
|>owered  by  law  to  make  certain  regula* 
tions  for  tne  conduct  of  gaolers,  those 
regulations  were  to  ride  over  the  privileges 
of  parliament;  although  there  was  nothing 
in  the  act  by  which  that  power  was  con* 
ferred  respecting  those  prnrilegesi  except 
the  omission  of  any  clause  by  which  they 
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were  saved.  Such  did  not  appear  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  to  be  a  sound  construction  of 
the  statute.  The  sound  construction  was, 
that  nothing  in  the  statute  should  infringe 
the  privileges  of  that  House.  The  sound 
construction  of  the  statute  was,  that  if 
the  two  things  could  stand  toffether— if 
the  regulations  could  be  inforced,  and  the 
privileges  of  parliament  maincained,  it  was 
well ;  but  if  not,  that  as  those  privileges 
were  not  expressly  taken  away  by  the 
statute,  they  must  be  considered  as  un* 
touched,  and  not  liable  to  infringement. 
For  to  what  a  monstrous  doctrine  would 
the  right  hon.  secretary's  argument  lead ! 
Accoi^ing  to  the  right  hon.  secretary,  the 
«bencb  of  justices  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  two  of 
•the  judges,  and  they  might  establish  re- 
gulations involving  the  grossest  violations 
of  the  privileges  of  that  House.  In  such 
a  case,  the  right  hon.  secretary  would 
exclaim,  "  Oh,  but  this  is  no  breach  of 
privilege ;  for  by  the  act,  the  magistrates 
are  au&orised,  with  the  sanction  of  two 
of  the  judges^  to  make  any  orders  th^ 
please,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House 
are  not  saved  in  the  act."  Now,  the 
sound  doctrine,  as  ho  (Mr.  B.J  contended, 
was  directly  the  reverse  ot  this.  The 
sound  doctrine  was,  that,  unless  the 
privileges  were  expressly  waved  by  the 
statute,  nothing  the  magistrates  could  do 
should  be  allowed  to  infringe  them ;  and, 
therefore,  he  should  alwavs  read  any 
Girder  of  the  magistrates,  witn  an  excep- 
tion, saving  the  privileges  of  parliament, 
which  the  statute  gave  them  no  right  to 
violate. — Another  strange  doctrine  which 
had  been  held  was,  that  the  privilege  of 
the  House,  with  respect  to  letters,  went 
only  as  tar  as  their  delivery  from  the  post 
office.  But  it  appeared  from  the  resolu- 
tion of  1735,  and  from  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  those  times,  that  the  com- 
plaint did  not  extend  to  the  post-office 
alone.  He  should  like  to  know  what  was 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  post-c^ce, 
vhich  could  confine  the  privilege  of  par- 
liament to  all  letters  which  passed  through 
It.  .  If  it  was  a  breach  of  pnvOege  to  open 
member's  letters  in  the  post  office,  why 
not  in  other  places  also  i  The  resolutions 
must  in  substance  and  in  spirit  mean  this 
—that  all  communications  between  mem« 
bers  should  be  free  and  unrestrained — 
that  the  doors  of  parliament  should  be 
opened  to  all  complaints  on  the  part  of  the 
people-^ that  the  utmost  confidence 
should  exist  between  the  House  and  the 
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country.  But  this  could  not  be  done,  if 
any  ateps  were  taken  (he  cared  not 
whether  by  a  sheriff^  a  gaoler,  a  post- 
master, or  what  other  public  functionary), 
to  interrupt  or  stop  thb  wholesome  and 
salutary  communication.  If  any  thing 
had  been  warning  to  support  this  part  of 
the  argument,  it  had  been  fully  supplied 
by  the  president  of  the  board  of  Control 
(Mr.  Wynn)..  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  the  governor 
of  Hull,  in  sending  for  the  Irags  and 
opening  the  letters.  Now,  in  that  case, 
the  complaint  was  made  by  the  deputy 
post-master,  that  the  said  colonel  had 
opened  and  embezzled  the  letters  of  the 
kmg's  subjects,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
trade  of  the  place,  and  to  the  injury  of 
several  merchants,  and  amongst  others, 
many  members  of  parliament  who  lived 
near  tiie  place.  Let  it  be  observed,  that 
here  was  no  complaint  of  breach  of 
privilege  on  the  part  of  the  members 
alluded  to.— Now  the  first  complaint  of 
breach  of  privilege  was  brought,  not 
against,  but  by  a  post-master,  and  against 
a  military  officer.  It  would  be  for  the 
gentlemen  opposite  to  tell  the  House  by 
what  magic  it  was,  that  the  privilege  of 
parliament  was  to  be  preserved  in  those 
fetters  which  passed  through  the  posti  but 
that,  in  the  event  of  thehr  being  opened  by 
a  gaoler  or  other  penon  after  delivery, 
such  privilege  was  to  be  done  away  with. 
But  they  were  told  by  a  right  hon. 
member,  that  this  privilege  was  liable  to 
abuse.  To  be  sure  it  was;  and  so  was 
every  other  privilege;  but  was  that  an 
argument  why  it  ^ould  be  abolished? 
Where  was  there  any  privilege  affording 
a  greater  opportunity  of  abuse  than  that 
which  protected  members  from  arrest 
for  debt?  This  privilege  bad  been  abused 
to  an  extent,  that  exceeded  all  comparison 
with  the  present  question.  He  himself 
was  acquainted  with  one  case.  It  was 
that  of  a  member,  not  of  the  present,  but 
a  former  parliament,  who  was  deeplv  in- 
debted to  many  individuals,  who  (not- 
withstanding that  he  possessed  aofiple  pro- 
perty to  pay  his  debts)  were  ruined  by 
the  shelter  which  his  privilege  afforded 
him.  For  when  the  creditors  proceeded 
against  his  propertyt  which  they  thought 
they  could  reach,  though  his  person  was 
safe,  he  made  it  over  to  a  relation  in  trust, 
so  that  it  also  was  protected;  and  the 
creditors  were  ultimately  sent  to  that 
prison  which  ouffht  to  have  been  the  des- 
tination of  him  who  had  made  this  fraudu* 
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lent  conve^atiee.  Thiiwat  undbabtetlly, 
a  strong  xmse ;  bat,  would  any  one  pre*- 
tend  to  argue  from  this,  that  the  priTilege 
of  freedom  from  arrest  ought  to  oe  done 
away  with?  Surely  not.  llie  learned 
member  here  referred  to  another  case*  In 
-17S7j  where  the  post-master  complained 
that  members  were  In  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing numerous  letters  (for  the  privilege  of 
franking  was  then  almost  unlimitted) 
which  did  not  concern  themselves  or  their 
families,  to  the  great  detriment  of  his 
maj^ty's  revenue*  But,  what  was  done 
in  consequence  ?  Was  this  privilege  done 
away  with*— was  it  curtailed  ?  No  such 
thing.  All  that  was  said  by  the  Crown 
was,  that  it  was  expected  members  would 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  abuse.  Gentlemen 
must  not  argue  from  the  use  to  the  abuse : 
they  must  not  do  away  with  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  because  there  was  a  possi- 
bility of  its  being  carried  to  excess.  If 
an  abuse  wan  found  to  exist,  let  it  be 
pointed  out ;  and  if  after  that  the  neces- 
aary  steps  were  not  taken  to  remedy  it, 
then  and  not  till  then  was  It  time  for  par- 
liament to  stop  it  by  a  declaration  of  the 
House ;  or  if  the  abuse  was  found  to  over- 
balance the  advantage,  to  abolish  the 
privilege  altogether,  as  they  had  done 
other  privileges  which  had  been  found. to 
liave  a  similar  tendency.  But  there  was 
no  fear  of  the  present  privilege  being 
carried  to  excess ;  there  was  no  fear  that 
it  would  extend  beyond  a  fair  statement 
of  the  grievances  of  the  people,  or  a  prayer 
for  the  redress  of  the  wrongs  under  which 
they  laboured.  If  this  was  a  right  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  community  generally,  how 
much  more  necesaanif  was  it  that  It  shoiild 
be  extended  to  those  who  were  under  the 
strong  arm  of  power  ?  For,  after  all,  law 
was  power ;  and  while  men  were  men,  and 
prisonis  were  prisons,  the  power  vested  in 
those  who  had  the  charge  of  prisoners, 
waa  likely  to  be  abused.  It  was,  there- 
fore, absolutely  necessary  that  the  inviola- 
bility of  all  communications  from  persons 
ao  situated  should  be  religiously  and 
sacredly  observed.  It  was  for  these 
reasons,  notwithstanding  the  two  vener- 
able aames  which  he  saw  attached  to  the 
regulation  of  the  magistrates,  that  he  felt 
jndined  to  pause  bmre  he  pronounced, 
4U  peifectfy  legal,  even  upon  their  autbO- 
riiff  a  document,  which  went  to  render 
tl^  confinement  of  cbnvicted ;  persoi(^ 
kaore  severe,  and  thrir  pumshment  mote 
^  acute  and  "' 
VOL. 


'  Mr.  Horrocki  referred  to  several  biffh 
authorities,  to  show,  that  it  was  lawful  tor 
a  gaoler  to  keep  every  prisoner  (who  was 
committed  in  executiotn)  in  dose  custody* 
The  person  whose  case  was  under  dis* 
cussion  had  been  convicted  of  a  very 
serious- offence,  and  more  than  ordinary 
caution  was  highly  necessary.  There  was 
a  case  within  his  own  knowledge  which 
had  come  before  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county,  which  showed  that  the  power  in 
question  was  not  given  to  gaolers  without 
abundant  reason.  A  prisoner  had  sent  a 
letter  to  one  of  his  acquaintance ;  the 
gaoler  suspecting  that  the  communication 
was  of  an  improper  nature,  opened  the 
letter,  and  it  was  found  to  contain  a 
statement  from  the  prisoner  of  fiUse  facta, 
afiecting  to  refresh  the  memory  of  his 
friend, .  who  was  to  be  a  witness  on  his 
trial;  and  adding, .«« tnind  you  stick  to 
this,  and  don't  flinch."  This  circumstance 
showed  the  great  danger  of  subornation  of 
perjury;  and  of  whidi  a  member  might 
be  made  the  innocent  medium.  The  rules 
applicable  to  the  case  in  question,  had 
not  been  adopted  by  the  niagistrates 
hastily  or  unadvisedly ;  and  the  gaoler 
himself  had  b^en  provoked  into  an  adher- 
ence of  them  by  threats.  As  far  as  ho 
could  judge,  the  present  case  did  not 
Involve  a  breach  of  privilege.  j 

The  Marouis  €£  Londondeny  said,  that 
the  case  divided  itself  under  two  heads— 
the  one  was  a  question  of  Idiw,  the  other 
of  privilege.  If  there  had  been  any 
offence  committed  against  the  law,  no 
determination  which  the  House  might 
come  to  could  deprive  either  the  hon* 
member,  or  the  prisoner  who  had  written 
the  letter  bquestion,  of  a  legal  remedy^ 
If  a  legal  offence  had  been  committed, 
redress  might  be  obtaihedbeforethe  proper 
tribunal,  and  in  the  mean  tinbe  no  possiolo 
prejudice  wbuld  be  done  to  the  party 
injured,  by  the  House  not  interfering. 
He  put  the  case  as  if  the  regulations  of 
the  magistrates,  and  the  use  of  them  on 
the  present  case  were  against  law ; .  but 
Uie  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  mtist  for- 

g've  him,  if  he  said  that  he  thought  the 
w  had  not  been  viobted.  He  Uiouffbt 
that,  upon  the  Ace  of  the  case  before 
them»  tnere  was  enough  to  raise  at  least 
a  very  strong  presumption  that  the  regu* 
lAtidns  nfife  sanctioaM  by  law— and  here 
he  would  say,  that  the  law  ou^ht  to  pqre- 
nil;  and  that  the  privileges  of  member* 
of  that  House  ought  not  tof  be  allowed'  to 
ride  over  the  law.  If  he  were  wrong  wilb 
2U 
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f  eiflebt  io  his  aodciiB  #£  tbe  hmp  theti  the 
party  would  be  eotitled  to  legal  redraaa, 
«nd  would  bare  their  remedy.  Now  as 
to  tbe  question  of  priyilege»  he  wai  by^  no 
means  prepared  to  recognise  the  doctrine, 
that  the  privileges  of  parliamenly  eves 
though  not  opposed  to  few,  were  te  be  so 
largely  iaterpreted  as  was  now  contended 
for.  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  raise 
the  question  of  the  privileffe  of  parltainent. 
Were  the  House/he  would  ask,  preoarad 
to  put  the  law  as  to  the  prmlege  of  that 
House  on  this  broad  pnnciple«-»dMU  aU 
prisoners,  whatever  might  have  been  their 
dfence»  had  the  right  to  address  ietlers 
to  all  members  oTpaiiiament?  Why 
was  the  distbotion  made  with  respect  to 
ktters  sent  through  the  post-office  and 
otheir*  letters?  Mcaose  the  post-office 
knew  the  hand-writing  of  members  cf  that 
House*.  But  gaolers  could  not  be  sup- 
Msed  to  know  the  hand-writing  of  mem- 
•ers.  The  question  then  came  to  this— 
was  the  House  prepared  to  assert  a  pri- 
iFjIege  idiick  would  have  the  efiect  of  reii- 
de^ng  it  imperative  on  all  gaolers  to  re- 
ceive and  to  tranamit  unopened  all  letters 
whioh  had  on  the  back  of  them  ^e  tiame 
ef  a  member  of  parliament  I  This  was  a 
firifilege  not  aeeessary  for  the  liberty  of 
the  subject.  Gentlemen  ought  to  have 
free  intercourse  with  their  constituents; 
but  he  knew'  not  on  what  grounds  the 
House  could  be  called  upon  to  coante<- 
nance  the  doctrine,  that  a  member  of 
parliament  ought  to  have  the  power  of 
aecretly  corresponding  with  prMoners. 
Prisoners,  it  was  true,  might  have  occa- 
sion to  transmit  tomembers  thek  petitioas, 
in  order  to  be  presented  to  duit  House; 
btit^iftfaecaseof'prisonera  were  a  honi 
fide  casewif  prisoners  had  nodiing  to 
ooncefd^there  could  be  do  grievance  in 
having  their  letters  opened.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  measbers  of  that  House  should 
be  invested  with  the  privBege  of  boldmg 
secret  communications  with  all  prisoners 
*^oharged  with  all  species  of  crimes-- 
high  treason,  felony,  or  misdemeanor. 
He  put  the  case  in  that  way,  because,  if 
the  doctrine  were  to  be  applied  to  one 
case,  thev  would  not  know  whereto  stop; 
it  mi((ht  be  applied  to  the  greatest  crimi- 
nal, aa  wdl  as  the  v>enal  offender.  He 
cmrid  not  agree  hi  the  doctrine  as  it  re- 
garded members  oollectivsty  or  indivi* 
daallv*  that  the  prh^ges  of  pArlhmient 
should  diwert  the  kw  with  respect  ta 
thein,  ^hidi  had  a  aaiversal  application 
with  reqpect  to  oil  others.    The  members 
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of  that  Houseaiirrfy  'were  not  t#he  ra- 
yarded  as  viiltSag  rotgistrates*  It  waa» 
indeed,  their  duty  to  hear  oomplaiats,  and 
to  eee  grievances  redressed;  and  that 
duty  was  best  disoharged  through  the  me» 
diom  of  petition.  No  one  woqM  latar* 
rupt  that  course ;  but  he  could  not  help  say- 
ing, that  he  disliked  that  sort  ofemstoiatf^ 
mtercourse  betwe^  members  or  parlia^ 
ment  and  prisoaetti  which  was  contended 
for.  He  was  not  sayug  that  ib  all  cases 
It  was  justifiable  for  g«(Jeni  to  open  the 
letters  of  asembers ;  but  he  would  not  d^ 
cide  die  quesUoa  raised,  by  this  moliea 
tao  hastily;  and  he  woiild  therefoae  vole 
for  the  motian  of  his  right  boo.  firiendy 
because  the  o&ace  coosplainad  oU  if 
oflbnoe  it  was,  might  be  carried  be&re 
the  competent  tdbuaaL  It  wanld  ihea 
be  seen,  whether  these  rules,  whidi  had 
been  ngned  by  two  judges,  were  legal  or 
not ;  but  at  present  he  was  not  disposed 
to  ptish  the  right  of  privilege  to  the  extent 
sought  for  by  the  oiiginal  motion. 

Mr.  Detfcman  said,  that  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  stated  that  the  question  was  a 
question  of  law,  and  that  the  complaint 
might  be  brouaht  bdbre  the  proper  tri- 
bunal. But  the  hMm  marqms  had  not 
thought  fit  to  inform  his  hrni.  friend  af 
the  manner  m  which  he  oufffat  to  proceed. 
In  opposition  to  the  noble  lord,  be  woidd 
contend  that  the  questitm  was  not  one  df 
law,  but  of  privilege;  and  all  the  author 
rities  cited  m  support  of  the  pavemar  «f 
Lancaster  Castle,  were  cited  m  disregard 
of  the  privileges  of  parliament  were 
cited  to  support  the  moostraus  doctrine 
that  members  were  to  be  prevented,  from 
receiving  the  complaints  of  thoaa  who 
might  be  soiftriag  under  solitary  iasprii- 
sonment*  The  neUe  marquis  had  aaid* 
that  if  the  case  of  a  prisoner  were  a  htmi 
fide  case,  there  oould  be  ao  cause  Cor 
secrecy.  Now  he  (Mr.  D.)  thoa|[ht  that 
a  ^oaaj^e-cese— a  caseof  great  grfevanoa 
•and  of  real  luffermf^was  precisely  a  ease 
which  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  the 
view  of  gaolers,  and  which  ought  to  ba 
kept  secret,  if  the  complaint  were  in« 
tended  to  be  efiectuaK  Need  he.oall:  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  tbe  atata 
of  that  horritile  bastile  called  the  Uchealar 
gaol  ?  When  the  compfadntof Mv^Hnat 
was  bpought  against  the  gatdea-^wliaa 
llie  grievances  and  etifferiiiga  of  the  pri* 
ifliners  were  first  stated^^-die  answer  was, 
that  he  had  acted  according  to  law^i^that 
the  regulations  under  which  he -had  acted 
were  sanctioned  by  the  judgea-^-and  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•61]    Opening  ofLdAm  addteuedfy  or  to  Memi&c    Imb.  tS,  I82i. 


rsK 


thegtoier was  oae  of  Uie  most  bumanc 
maA  motl  excellsot  of  men ;  but  wheo^  ao 
•x^miiuttioii  of  witnesses  had  taken  place, 
and  wben  the  report  of  the  commissioDers 
lUMi  beefl  published,  it  turned  out,  that 
the  reguktions,  so  fkr  from  having  been 
observed  by  the  gaoler,  were  departed 
Irom ;  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  gaoler 
justly  exposed  him  to  the  indignation  of 
the  pubhc  in  general,  and  pecmliarlv  to 
the  ind^nation  of  that  House,  which  he 
luid  so  grossly  deceived.  Now  he  would 
put  it  to  the  sense  of  the  House,  whether 
the  abuses  of  Ilchester  gaol  would  have 
been  ever  brought  to  light,  if  the  gaoler 
bad  opened  the  letters  of  the  prisoners  ? 
Was  it  not  monstrous  to  contend  that,  a 

Crty,  who  was  bimielf  a  criminal,  should 
set  up  as  a  judge  in  his  own  case,  and 
shoidd  be  vested  with  power  to  prevent 
ihecaseof  theoppressedfrom  overreaching 
the  individuals  that  might  be  inclined  to 
protect  him  I  The  noble  lord  had,  how- 
ever,  bud  down  the  doctrine,  that  the 
wretched  inmates  of  a  gaol  should  not 
have  the  opportunity,  without  the  previous 
ssnctioii  or  a  gaoler,  of  communicating 
vritb  members  of  that  House;  that  was 
the  doctrine  distinctly  laid  down  by  the 
noble  lord.  Against  that  doctrine  he. 
begged  solemnly  to  protest;  as  necessa- 
rily leading  to  the  greatest  abuse.  With 
respect  to  the  learned  persons  who,  it  was 
said,  had  signed  those  regulations,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  question  of  privilege  had 
DOC  been  contemplated  by  those  learned 
persons,  as  he  was  sure  it  never  entered 
Into  the  consideration  of  the  framers  of 
the  law  under  which  they  acted*  The 
regulations  of  the  act  did  not  refer  to  the 
question  of  privilege.  An  hon.  geotlemaa 
bad  stated  opinions  taken  at  the  bar ;  but 
he  would  venture  to  sar,  that  the  question 
of  parliamentary  privilege  had  not  been 
brouffht  under  the  view  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  given  legal  opinions.  The  opi- 
nion of  sir  Samuel  Komillv  bad  b^n 
taken ;  and  be  bad  said  that  the  privileges 
of  parliament  could  not  be  taken  away  by 
a  side  wind.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  in- 
stanced a  case  where  a  prisoner  attempted 
Co  oarry  on  a  correspondence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suborwing  witnesses.  Unques- 
tionably, it  was  a  most  criminal  act ;  but, 
were  not  those  regulations  calcuUted  to 
prevent  the  communication  of  truth— <- 
were  thejr  not  calculated  to  obstruct  the 
opportunity  of  a  fair  defence— above  all, 
were  th^  not  calcukted  to  prevent  the 
oi .  the  .suftrcX'  from  pcing  made 


known  to  the  puUic  i  A  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman bad  made  a  distinction  between 
the  delivery  of  letters  by  the  post-office, 
and  other  letters;  and  the  noble  marqu^ 
made  the  same  distinction,  because  it  was 
assumed  that  the  persons  in  the  post-office 
knew  the  liand-wrtting  of  members.  Now« 
he  would  wish  to  know  how  letters  could 
come  to  the  hands  of  a  gaoler,  until  those 
letters  had  previously  gone  through  the 
post-office?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  governor 
of  Hull;  but  the  principle  applied  with 
equal  force  to  the  case  of  the  gaoler  qf 
Ilchester,  as  to  the  governor  of  HulL 
He  trusted  that  the  House  would  feel  it 
to  be  their  bounds  duty  to  assert  their 
privilege  on  the  firesent  occasion.  The 
exercise  of  that  privilege  was  essential  to 
the  situation  of  a  member  of  parliament. 
The  privilege  of  parliament  wu  considered 
precious  in  the  eyes  of  ministers,  when  it 
was  wielded  to  oppress  their  •  poKtical 
opponents ;  but  as  soon  as  that  privilege 
was  about  to  correct  the  gross  abuse  of 
power,  then  it  was  no  longer  thought 
deserving  of  dieir  regard.  But  he  did 
trust  that  the  House,  by  their  vote,  would 
show  the  country,  thuttbey  considered 
that  parliamentary  privilege  had  not  beem 
^iven  to  them  to  aid  and  protect  ministers 
m  acts  of  arbitrary  power ;  but  to  remedy 
and  control  such*  abuses  as  they  mighCp 
from  time  to  time»  detect  in' any  departs 
ment  of  the  state. 

Mrl  Bathursi  said,  that  the  hon.  mover 
had  admitted,  that  if  he  had  oot  been  a 
member  he  could  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  regulations  which  had  formed 
the  subject  oi  debate.  The  question, 
then  came  to  this,  whether  the  House 
were  bound  to  come  to  a  decision  on  a 
matter  of  privilege,  which  decision  would 
be  looked  upon  as  precedent  for  the  future ; 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  more  prudent 
to  leave  the  party  to  his  remedy  at  law  I 
It  jshould  be  recollected,  that  the  privilege 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  claimed  was 
not  one  which  was  recognised  by  the 
former  practice  of  the  House;  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that,  if 
established,  it  mieht,  in  some  cases,  ope- 
rate in  a  manner  nighly  inconvenient,  if 
not  daofferous. 

Mr.  Jame$  shortly  replied.  His  view 
of  the  question  was  not,  he  said,  at  aH 
altered ;  and  he  believed,  on  theaothority 
of  sir  S.  Romilly,  that  the  practice  com- 
plained of  was  illegal.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  argued  that  poison  nugbt 
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•be  conveyed  to  a  priaoaer  in  a  lattef. 
This  was  ^ery  true ;  so  nugbt  a  prisoner 
JcQock  h*is  head  against  the  prison  wally  if 
be  were  determined  to  kill  himself.  He 
would  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  if  the 
House  should  that  night  decide  against 
bimi  their  decision  would  be  most  arbi- 
trarj,  and  at  the  same  time  most  dan- 
gerous to  their  own  privileges.  Their 
vote  would  have  the  effect  of  recognising 
two  distinct  legislatures;  one  composed 
of  both  Houses  of  parliament,  with  the 
king  at  their  head,  and  the  other  com- 
posed of  judges,  magistrates,  and  gaolers. 
.  The  previous  question  being  put,  <<  That 
the  question  be  now  put*"  the  House 
divided:  Ayes,  60;  Noes,  167. 

List  of  the  Minority, 


Naojf  Fhi  P9r  Cents. 


[fiM 


ABsn,  J.  H. 
Althorp,  locd 
BemalyR.    ' 
Bris^t,  H. 
Birch,  J. 
Brougham^  H. 
Barret,  S.  M. 
BenyoD,  B. 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Ctlvcrt,C. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Crompton,  S. 
Concannon,  Lucius 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Creevev,  T. 
Calcratt,  John 
Carter,  J. 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Davies,  col. 
Denman,T. 
•Ebrington,  viscount 
Feigusson,  sir  R. 
Farrand,  Robert 
Grattan,  J. 
Guise,  sir  W; 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Haldimand,  W. 
Hutdiinson,  hon.  0.  H. 
Hume,  J. 
Lennard,T.B. 


Leycester,  R. 
Lloyd,  sir  £. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Luishington,  Dr. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maberly,  J.  jun. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Moore,  Peter 
Martin,  J. 
Normanby,  lord 
Newman,  R. 
CCalla^^yJ. 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Palmer,  col. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Ricardo,  D. 
BLftmsden,  J.  C. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Smith,  hon.  R. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  S. 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Sykes,  D. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wood,  alderman, 
Wyvfll,M. 

TELLSmS. 

James,  W. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 


Mavt  Five  Pan  Cents.]  The  House 
having  resolved  iUelf  into  a  Committee 
on  the  Navy  Five  Per  Cent  Acts, 

The  CAanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  resolution  to  which  he  was  about 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was 
founded,  in  iu  principle,  on  a  transaction 
which  had  always  formed  the  subject  of 
panegyric  with  the  writers  on  the  state 
4>f  England,  as  one  of  the  greatest  proofs 
oi  the  resources  of  this  country,  of  the 
iN^ieni  of  iti  credit,  and  of  the  pow^r 


which  it  derived  from  the  corobbiatioo  of 
private  opulence  and  public  fiutli--he 
alluded  to  the  reduction  of  the  four  per 
cent  annuities  by  Mr.  Pelbam  in  the  year 
174^.  In  introducing  the  measure  which 
he  should  now  have  the  honour  to  propose, 
it  would  not  be  irrelevant  to  bring  briefly 
before  the  House  the  circumstances  of 
the  transaction  in  1749,  to  which  he 
should  appeal  as  a  precedent.  In  the 
year  1737>  when  sir  Robert  Walpole  waa 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  sir  John  Barnard,  to  invest  his 
majesty  with  power  to  raise  money  by 
loans  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  at  which  u 
could  then  be  procured,  to  pay  off  that 
part  of  the  public  debt  on  whidi  a  higher 
interest  was  paid.  This  propoasl,  then 
made  by  sir  Jobn  Barnard,  was  not  at 
that  time  acceded  to  by  parliament.  In 
1749,  however,  Mr.  Pelham,  then  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  adopted  the 
idea,  and  proposed  to  parliament  a  fAwi 
for  reducing  that  part  of  the  national  debt 
which  consisted  of  four  per  cent.  Thia 
description  of  stock  amounted  then  to  57 
millions — at  that  time  a  very  great  sum ; 
so  great  indeed,  that  considerable  doubts 
were  entertained  of  the  practicability  of 
effecting  the  reduction.  Mr.  Pelham, 
however,  persevered,  and  brought  forward 
his  plan ;  which  was  finally  carried  into 
successful  operation*  The  plan  was  this, 
a  subscription  was  opened  of  the  holders 
of  the  four  per  cent  stock,  and  the  per- 
sons subscribing  were  entitled  to  receive 
three  and  a  half  per  cent  for  the  next 
seven  years,  and  three  per  cent  after  that 
period.  The  period  nxed  for  the  sub- 
scription  was  three  months,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  more  than  38  out  of  57  mil- 
lions of  stock  had  been  subscribed.  The 
more  coniplete  succeu  of  this  first  sub- 
scription was  prevented  by  a  combination 
of  some  of  the  great  stockholders,  who 
were,  it  was  said,  encouraged  by  the  poli* 
tical  opposition  of  the  day.  llie  gentle- 
men whom  he  now  saw  opposite  to  him, 
would,  he  doubted  not,  form  an  honour- 
able contrast  to  the  opposition  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  Pelham,  and  woiild  give  their  full 
concurrence  to  a  measure  so  beneficial  to 
the  public  interest,  and  so  conducive  to 
the  immediate  relief  of  the  people.  Sir 
John  Barnard  at  that  time  published  a 
pamphlet  on  the  plan,  which  produced 
a  great  effect,  ana  in  conjunction  with 
the  firmness  of  parliament,  completed  the 
proposed  plan.  The  time  allowed  for  the 
first  fubacription  haviogfiipired>  a  further 
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.«i4Meri^on  wtt  Opened  on  teriot  nAm 
leM  favourable  to  tne  hcMert  of  the  stock: 
for  Mr.  Pelbam  very  properly  detenniiied 
that  those  who,  ia  the  first  instance,  had 
lefased^  accede  to  a  plan  so  beneficial 
to  the  public  and  so  jast  to  the  Mders, 
shoold  not  be  allowed  afterwards  to  avail 
themselves  of  the.  advantages  o&red. 
Under  this  second  subscription,  about 
15,600,000<*  was  subscribed*  and  there 
remained  about  SfiMfiOM.  stock,  which 
was  repaid  in  money  to  the  holders.  >  The 
total  of  the  debt  was  then  only  78  mil- 
lions; so  that  57  millions,  the  sum  then 
reduced,  though  smaller  in  absolute 
'amount  than  the  present  five  per  cents 
formed  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the 
whole  debt  of  t^  nation,  than  that  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  reduce.  He  said 
this  because  he  was  unwilling  to  assume 
a  greater  credit  than  he  deserved,  in 
comparison  with  the  measure  of  1749. 
Indeed  very  great  credit  was  dae  to  Mr. 
Peiham,  for  the  vigour  with  a^hicfa  he 
carried  through  his  measure,  and  because 
•lie  had  set  a  precedent  which  affi>rded 
great  fadlity  to  the  present  operatioD. 

Having  thus  described  the  operation 
of  1749,  he  should  now  state  the  parti- 
culars of  the  measmre  whidi  he  recora* 
mended  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
^very  member  must  know  how  anxion^y 
they  had  looked  forward  to  the  reduction 
of  the  interest  of  the  higher  denomtnap 
tions  of  stock  when  it  could  be  done 
consistently  with  good  faith— how  ear- 
nestly it  had  been  recommended  by  com- 
mittees, as  well  as  by  various  members  of 
the  House— and  how  it  had  been  foreseen 
as  one  of  the  happiest  consequences  of 
the  dawning  of  national  prosperity.  Bv 
the  operation  which  he  now  propo8e4 
the  reduction  of  the  5  per  cent  stock,  a 
aum  of  I,ld(HOOO/.  of  annual  charge  would 
be  reduced;  and  when  the  reduction  of 
the  Irish  5  per  cents  was  added,  a  relief 
of  h220fi00i.  or  perhaps  1,230,0(XM. 
would  be  obtained  for  the  public.  The 
stocks,  which  now  bore  5  per  cent  in- 
terest, were  of  three  descriptions.  The 
'first. and  most  considerable  was  termed 
Jiavy  5  per  cent  stock,  which,  at  the 
commencement,  was  formed  by  the  fund- 
ing of  navy  and  victuaUing  bills  to  the 
amount  of  25  millions,  and  which  had 
since  been  increased  by  the  funding  of 
-exchequer  bills,  and  the  loans  raised  in  it, 
till  it  now  formed  a  total  of  141  millions. 
The  second  description  was  the  Irish  5 
jter  cent  stock;  which  was  raised  for  the 
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service  of  Irekmd,  but  on  the  credit  of 
England,  which  was  payable  at  the  ex- 
chequer of  England,  and  since  the  union 
of  the  treasuries  was  chargeable  on  t)» 
consolidated  fond  of  the  united  kingdoai. 
This  stock  amounted  to  1,400,000/. ;  and 
as  no  conditions  as  to  modes  of.  repay- 
ment were  annexed  to  it,  it  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  present  payment.  Another 
species  of  5  per  cent  stock,  however, 
existed,  which  was  now  of  small  amountv 
though  originally  much  larger,  which  had 
been  created  for  a  loan  negociated  m 
1797»  and  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  the  loyalty  loan,  to  which  pecoliar  con- 
ditions as  to  redemption  were  annexed* 
The  holders  of  this  stock  being  entitled 
to  repayment  in  monev  within  two  years 
after  the  conclusiop  of  the  ensuioe  peaces 
the  greater  {mrt  of  them  caHed  for  their 
money  withm  that  time,  after  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  and  there  remained  now  aboot 
one  million  of  that  description  of  stock 
That  stock  was  not  induaed  in  the  pre- 
sent operation,  because  under  the  terms 
of  tlieir  loan,  the  holders  were  not  liable 
to  be  paid  off  till  three  3rears  after  the 
paymg  off  of  the  navy  5  per  cents,  and 
when  they  were  so  paid  off,  they  were 
entitled  to  demand  a  transfer  into  9  per 
cents  on  certain  terms  (that  is  to  say, 
at  the  rate  of  133  per  cent  for  every  lOOL 
of  their  stock).  On  these  accounts,  the 
loydty  five  per  cent  would  not  be  in- 
ckided  in  the  present  transaction.  The 
remainder  of  the  5  per  cent  stocks  was 
about.  142  millions  and  a  half.  It  was 
proposed  that  a  commutation  should  be 
made  of  the  British  5  per  cents  into  a  4 
per  cent  stock,  the  dividends  on  which 
should  be  payable  on  the  same  davs  on 
which  those  in  the  5  per  cento  were  now 
payable,  viz.  in  January  and  July.  The 
Irish  5  per  cents,  however,  being  now 

Sayable  in  April  and  October,  a  quarterns 
ividend  would  be  paid  on  the  stock  into 
which  they  would  be  commuted  in  July 
next;  after  which  the  half-yearly  divi- 
dends would  be  payable  at  the  same 
time  as  the  other  parts  of  the  fund.  The 
holders  accepting  this  commutation, 
would  receive  in  the  4  per  cents  an  ad- 
dition of  5/.  per  cent  on  their,  capitol, 
which  would  produce  them  an  interest  of 
4f»  yearly.  Bv  the  resolution  he  now 
proposed;  a  rehef  of  1,140,00M.  would  be 
obtained,  exclusive  of  the  Irish  stook. 
The  House  woidd  see,  that  all  that  they 
had  a  right  to  enforce  on  the  holders  wais 
payment  in  ready  money,  and  not  a  corn- 
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Motatian  iato  any  othar  ttock*  8«oh  a 
commtitatioa  mutt  be  an  thair  part  a  vo- 
liioiary  traDtaclion ;  but,  by  offering  fiiir 
and  aomawbat  ft^omable  terais  to  tbe 
]id4ars»  tbere  was  no  probabiiitjr  that  thay 
would  witbbokl  tbdr  conaant.  It  wa^  of 
courta,  attaatial  that  tba  holdars  abould 
Jmira  the  fuUeat  opportoaity  afeipraawng 
ibajr  opinion ;  but  this  opportanity  would 
Jba  at  Iblly  gifea  by  atfewing  tbam  to 
expreaa  tbair  dissent,  as  by  calGog  on 
them  to  axpresa  their  assent,  whan  either 
m  the  one  way  or  the  other  sufficient  tine 
ware  gireo.  Tbe  present  ctrcunstaneas 
di&reid  from  tbose  of  the  time  in  whieh 
JMr.  Pelham  effscted  Che  commatatioo, 
though  in  point  of  principle,  and  in  an 
<ibservance  of  public  faith,  the  plans  ware 
At  same.  In  the  time  of  Mr.  Pfelham, 
ihe  partiaa  who  wished  fisr  the  commu- 
IHiofi^  were  called  on  to  subscribe,  and 
Shrae  nsonths  were  allowed  for  them  to 
io  so.  The  vast  extent  of  our  colonial 
possessions,  and  the  manner  in  which 
proprietors  of  British  stock  were  scattered 
oter  all  the  world,  would  make  at  present 
the  ised  time  of  three  months  inoonye- 
iiiant*  In  some  caaes  it  would  be  not 
aufficteot,  in  others  it  would  be  more  than 
enough.  It  was  certainly  desirable  that, 
while  sufficient  tine  was  tulowed  to  make 
im  option,  the  time  should  not  be  nnn^* 
cassarily  prolonged.  To  the  publie  such 
«  prolon^tion  would  be  attended  with 
inconvenience,  by  malung  ^  benefits  in- 
^fefinite;  while^  to  tlie  pereoos  concerned, 
it  W9M  iniurieus,  by  encouraffing  that 
ai^irit  of  jobbing  and  gand>lmg  which  often 
gave  a  disgraceful  character  to  the  trans- 
actions of  the  monejr  msrket*  His  pro- 
position was,  to  limit,  in  the  first  place, 
the  time  of  aignifyhig  their  intentions, 
Ibr  persons  residing  wi&in  Great  Britain, 
te  the  16th  of  March.  To  those  who 
lived  out  of  Great  Britain,  and  an  Burope, 
the  time  allowed,  he  praposed,  shouhl  be 
three  numtha,  say,  the  1st  ef  June;  and 
to  those  who  lived  out  of  Europe,  twelve 
tnonths  from  the  present  time.  With  re- 
spect to  tiie  terms  on  which  the  commu- 
tation was  proposed  to  take  place,  at  the 
present  market  price,  the  fimr  per  cents 
were  at  98.  The  bonus  given  was  6L 
per  cent,  so  that  there  was  nearly  iU.  per 
cent  bonus ;  for  1051.  of  stock  was  nearly 
^ual  to  lOS/.  of  money.  But  as  tbe 
^dividend  on  the  four  per  cents  was  payable 
•  quarter  sooner  than  the  dtvklend  on  the 
five  per  oenta,  there  wasa  certain  dtedno- 
tionfiranUie  benefit  {  bat  u  a  set»ofl^  be 
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that  ai  Omme  aboidA  be  i 
dttflbd  to  pvevida  that  the  stock  dieaM 
not  be  redeeaiable  till  1639. 

In  the  way  ef  ofajectien  to  this  plan,  it 
was  possible  that  it  might  be  m^ed  thiit 
a  proportionate^  though  small  addition, 
waa  made  to  the  capka!  of  the  debt,  to 
the  amount  of  dM>ist7^/XXM.  He  had 
been  induced  to  adopt  this  course  for  the 
leMowiog  reaaooa>— ^Thef»  were  bat  two 
other  meana  by  which  this  ahamativa 
caald  be  avoided— the  creation  of  a  4f 

E*  cent  stock.  Jicm  this  plan,  in  the 
t  place,  would  have  postponed  for  a 
considerable  time  the  advantajze  to  the 
public  firom  the  commutation;  for  instead 
ef  1,150,000/.  a-rear,  only  700,OOOL 
could,  in  the  first  place,  be  sained.  Hie 
advantage  to  the  public  by  Uie  rcdwctioa 
of  4  or  500,000^  »-year  was  so  gvsat,  that 
it  seemed  to  him  worth  while  to  iacur, 
for  the  sake  of  it,  an  iaconvenienee  rather 
technical  than  retL  In  the  second  plaoe, 
the  stock  fixed  at  that  per  centage  most 
have  been  made  irvedeeoaable  Ibr  a  long 
period,  as  othcrwisa  the  preapect  of  ano- 
ther and  a  speedy  reduction  would  have 
Bsade  holders  unwilling  to  accept  that 
species  of  stock.  Tbe  other  mode  to 
which  be  bad  alluded,  of  carrying  this 
object  into  efStct  was,  to  grant  ceitaia 
portions  of  long  annuities  by  way  oi  pre- 
mium, in  addition  to  9o  much  stock,  at  a 
lower  interest.  Tha  objection  to  this 
plan  was,  that  a  con«derable  portion  of 
tbe  fund  was  held  in  trust,  and  that 
trustees  would  be  unwilHng  to  take  secu^ 
rities  wfaicfa  would  only  continue  for  a 
limited  number  of  jrears,  and  without  any 
capital  aoaexed  to  them.  He  woeM  new 
return  to  tbe  reasons  whldi  had  induced 
hhn  to  prdbr  the  mode  of  taking  the 
option  of  stockholders  by  an  expressioa 
of  their  dissent,  rather  than  of  tneu*  a»> 
sent.  In  the  first  plaoe,  assuming  that 
the  advantages  held  out  to  the  stodc 
holders  by  the  proposed  transfer  were  so 
great  that  com|>arativdy  but  a  sanall 
nuuAer  would  wish  to  remain  in  the  5 
per  cents,  it  was  evident  that  it  would  ba 
mucb  more  convenient  to  call  upon  the 
mmority  than  the  msjori^  for  the  state- 
ment of  their  wilL  The  otiier  asode 
would,  Indeed,  be  attended  witii  giwat  in- 
convenience, because  the  5  per  cent  stock 
was  divided  amongst  a  large  number  of . 
holders.  He  believed  the  number  of  m- 
dividuals  holding  that  stock  exceeded 
lOO^OOa  Of  these  persons,  50,000  pos- 
sessed each  lets  than  1>Q00L  slodu    The 
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comnuttce  would  «MilTwaffiiie  ^  ao* 
conTeoicnee  that  wonn  remt  from  call* 
log  on  thlf  prodiguMai  nmnber  of  penons, 
•uppomg,  as  be  did,  that  aearlj  all  of 
ihem  would  conaenl  to  the  propoaed  ar« 
raagement,  indit ideally  to  MgoMV  their 
Approbation  of  it*  He  propeaedt  niat  the 
greatest  poitihle  oonvenienee  ahoold  be 
civen  to  those  who  disaeoted.  A  plan 
Sad  tiiereflore  been  oencerted  that  'wooid 
combine  fiiriKty  and  aooonm ;  a  ptasted 
foran  in  a  few  dajs  woeU  be  mdk  for 
circobtion  at  the  Bank,  i^ich  migot  be 
fiUed  up  by  die  party  himselfy  or  by  a 
pmon  anthoriied  by  po«ser  of  attorney. 
Dividends  were  received  either  by  the 
aetualhoUenof  the 'Stocky  orby  a  pefion 
acting  under  a  power  of  attorney;  and 
the  power  might  be  extended  to  die  ptar- 
pose  now  in  view.  He  apprehended  that 
tt  was  roost  equitable  that  the  parties  sig- 
nifyiBg  dissent  should  be  paU  off  in  the 
order  of  thekdasseirts  Shear  names  would 
be  regahirly  astered  in  a  book  at  the 
Bank,  in  the  regular  order  in  which  they 
might  be  paid  on  the£th  July.  He  smd 
the  5th  of  July,  because,  aithoagh  there 
was  no  objection  en  the  part  of  the  pnblic 
to  compleie  the  paynients  on  that  day,  for 
parliament  conld  ibreel  «s  it  pleased  upon 
the  aob|ect»  it  did  not  seem  at  all  likdy 
that  the  number  of  dinentients  wouU  be 
so  great  as  to  reader  airf  Author  instal- 
ment neoessary.  Upon  this  point  he 
shook!  have  fbrtber  to  eocplain  himself, 
wifaen  theperiod  ifor  dedarW  the  option 
had  expired.  It  would  then  be  requisite 
fir  him  to  siAmit  to  the  house  the  node 
in  which  the  money  for  that  purpoae  should 
be  raised ;  and  it  might  then  be  deter* 
mined  whether  it  should  or  should  not  be 
aU  paid  in  one  day.  On  the  authority  of 
die  S6di  Geo.  III^  c.  31,  be«ffimied  that 
paiiiament  possessed  the  power  to  direct 
at  whatpenod,  and  in  wkatmannery  any 
pajmieots  should  be  made.  That  statwie 
etpressiy  referred  to  the  {>araent  of  stock 
at  par;  and  it  provided  that  any  etoek 
above  par  nnght  be  paid  off  nt  any  tinse 
and  In  any  manner  parliament  should  do* 
•ermine ;  it  promled  iwUber,  that  stock 
under  par  aMald  be  puwehased  in  the 
market  for  the  einkingiiwd.  Ifodiflkalty 
would  arise  out  of  4he>cireiWMtaiice>  tfhat 
the  paymema  were  tQ  be  nmde  by  the 
oonmiBiioneri :  any  Amd  parfiamentasq^ 
appropriate  to  the  purpose  would  bo  paid 
intothehandsof  thecommisBioners  fiirthe 
redemption  of  die  nadofal  debt,  and  ap<» 
pHed  hf  dMi  to  the  oii|ect  now  nnder 
consideration. 


pun 
bett 


He  had  now  ahortly  suted  the  mode 
adopted  by  Mr.  Pelham:  he  had  sAso 
mentioned  the  mode  now  intended  to  bo 
unned  i  he  had  pointed  out  the  diffiarence 
etween  the  two  plans,  and  had  assigned, 
as  he  tliou^t,  satisftctory  reasons  for 
those  variations.  It  now  only  remained 
for  hhn  to  recall  the  recollecdon  of  the 
committee  to  the  advantages  which  the 
pnbiic  would  raoeive  from  dns  transaction: 
he  trusted  that  It  wooihl  be  deemed  in  mo 
lespect  inforior  hi  prinoiple  and  superior 
in  amount  to  die  operation  effected  by 
Mr.  Pelham.  Uoder  die  latter,  the 
psiblic  ultimatdy  obtained  a  relief  to  dw 
extent  of  570,000/.,  but  undl  the  lapse  of 
seven  years,  it  did  not  exceed  afi5,00ML 
In  the  pvesent  instance,  the  redoetion  of 
burthen  wenU  be  to  the  extent  of 
1,150,0002.,  exd^shne  of  the  Irish  five  per 
oents,  amounting  to  about  90,000/.  The 
whole  would  be  left  open  le  farther  iw- 
dttclions  at  the  end  or  seven  years:  the 
new  fond  now  created  might  thien  bo  pmd 
o£  At  what  time,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances, parfiament  might  make  a 
forther  reduction  of  the  public  burthens 
bv  paying  off  other  funds,  it  was  not  for 
haa  to  anticipate.  All  he  conld  say  was, 
tiatt  it  mainly  depended  upon  the  firm* 
nea  and  vesohition  of  paniament.  Ho 
ascrfted  die  benefit  this  dav  opened  to 
the  House  entirely  to  the  firmness  par^ 
liament  had  diq>layod  in  pieserving  the 
pobltc  fiMtiiiavi(4ate.  He  took  no  credit 
to  govenunent,  excepUng  as  the  oifan  of 
the  will  of  parliament,  as  the  agtolsof  the 
lepresentatrres  of  a  free  and  genesoof 
people.  T9io  rosdotion  of  parliament  to 
sapport  the  rinkiag  land,  the  atabililY  of 
paUic  credit,  the  confidence  reposed  bjr 
the  etocfchohler  in  the  national  connaii 
dmt  the  public  faidi  would  be  presereed 
atanyhatard,  hadindeoed  thopobUcto 
aeeept  teiass,  fiwm  w4iich  they  m%ht 
have  shrunk  with  appashsnsion  wdthouT 
this  gaaipateo  on  the  part  of  the  great 
eouneil  of  the  nation.  The  opeiadon  of 
this  day  wotdd  sofficiendy  pcJnt  oat  the 
necossi^  and^he  wadom  of  adhering  ta 
the  sameateady  nndoviatiag  coasea.  At 
the  same<time,4t  was  in  the  bigbest  deavea 
satidaotory  ta  numstess  to  bo  ensWad  lo 

Co  tkepnblk  Oio  relief  which  had  4ieea 
d  oat  on  a  fonaer  night  in  diespeeeli 
of  hie  aable  friend  (dmnuvqniaof  Lon*- 
donderry.)  In  the  oonfidenoe  dmt  dda 
great  opaiatlea  would  be  oomploted,  Jia 
(dw  chancellor  of  dM  eacheqaer)  had 
peopoaed  to  the  house  tha  te-anaot^ 
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ment  of  the  annual  taxes  wiQiout  tbe 
addition  of  the  extra  inalt«tax :  g otern* 
ment  .would  noir  proceed  with  confidence 
to  give  the  public,  and  especially  the  agri« 
culturists,  the  benefit  of  the  remission  of 
that  duty ;  knowing  that  by  so  doing  they 
broke  in  upon  no  principle  of  public  credit, 
but  preserved  a  mil  surplus  for  the  sinking 
fund, 

.  Having  gone  thus  far,  he,  peiliaps,  should 
not  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  committee 
if  he  proceeded  to  answer  a  question  thai 
might  be  put  to  him.  He  should  pro- 
bably be  asked  why,  under  the  strong 
leeling  of  the  importance  of  an  operation 
of  this  kind,  the  opportunity  had  not  been 
taken  in  the  year  1818,  when,  for  a 
certain  period,  the  funds  were  even  higher 
Ihan.at  present  ?  To  that  question  he  was 
bound  to  give  a  dlstioot  answer.  It  must 
he  obvious  that,  on  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  ministers  had  two  ^eat  objects  in 
▼iew. which  presented  sertons  obstacles: 
the  one  was  the  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  the  other  the  reduction  of  a  part 
•f  the  charge  of  the  public  debt.  Until 
she  currency  of  ihe  country  was  re- 
established, the  stability  of  public  credit 
could  not  be  depended  upon,  and  the 
bargiin  with  the  stockholder  could  not 
be  equitable  on  both  sides :  no  security, 
could  have  been  given  as  to  the  e&cU 
the  change  in  the  currency  might  pro- 
duce. In  pobt  of  fact,  this  change  had 
produced  some  important  effects.  From 
the  hiffh  price  the  funds  obtained  in  1818, 
they  foil  back  most  rapidly ;  and  conse- 
quently, a  heavy  ana  inequitable  loss 
would  have  been  thrown  upon  the  public, 
had  any  such  operation  been  then  con- 
templated. Untd  the  restoration  of  cash 
payments,  nothing  could  be  offisred  to 
guard  against  dangers  of  this  kind ;  but 
when  once  that  great  object  had  been 
accomplished ;  when  that  important  re- 
medy had  been  applied ;  it  then  became 
mioistera  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  consulting  the  public  interest  by  the 
reduction  of  the  charge  on  the  debt. 
Never  was  there  a  time  when  that  reduc- 
tion could  be  more  opportune  and  accep- 
table. He  looked  upon  this  operation 
as,  a  sequel  and  consequenoe.of  uie  reso- 
lution of  the  house  in.  1819,  by  which  it 
was  determined  to  support  a  sinking,  fund 
of5»000^00OLItwasthe  first  fruit  of  the 
resolution  of  Thursday  n^ht  last^<«  That 
this  House  sees  with  satis&M^tibn  that  by 
tboloperationof  this  surplus,  conneeted 
irith  a  reduction  of  the  interest  on  the 
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five  p^  cent,  stock,  a  diminution  of  taxea 
may  be  immediately  efiected,  thereby 
afibrding  to  the  people,  within  the  current 
year,  the  first  advantages  of  that  relief 
from  a  part  of  their  present  burthens, 
which  was  held  out  to  the  country  in  the 
resolution  aforesaid,  as  one  of  the  bene* 
ficial  effects  to  be  derived  from  the  appli- 
cation  of  a  surplus  of  5,000,000/.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  moved  his  first 
rM>Iutson.as  follows:  «*  That  all  and 
every  person  and  persons,  bodies  pi^tic 
and  corporate,  who  now  is  or  are,  or 
hereafter  may  be»  intemsted  in,  or  entitled 
unto  any  part  of  Uie  national  dc^t,  redeem* 
able  by  law,  which  now  carries  an  in- 
terest after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per 
cent  per  annum,  and  is  nsnidly  known  by 
the  name  of  navy  five  per  cents,  or  by  the 
name  of  Irish  five  per  cent,  annuities  pay- 
able at  the  bank  of  England,  and  imo 
shall  not  signify  his,  her,  or  their  dissent, 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall, 
in  lieu  of  every  100^  of  such  five  per 
cent,  annuities,  receive  and  be  entitled  to, 
the  sum  of  105^  in  a  new  stock,  to  be 
called  the  new  four  pounds  per  cent  an« 
nuities,  and  to  carry,  an  interest  after  the 
rate  of  four  pouncis  per  cent  per  annum, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
less  amount  of  such  five  per  cent,  annui- 
ties ;  and  that  the  dividends' thereof  shall 
be  payable  half-yearly,  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  upon  the  fifth  of  January  and 
the  fifth  of  Ju1t>  in  each  and  every  year : 
—and  the  first  half-yearly  dividend  on  the 
said  new  four  poun^  per  centum  annuities 
shall  be  payable  oh  the  fifth  day  of  January, 
1823;  and  that  the  said  new  four  per 
cent  annuities  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
paid  off  until  the  fifth  of  January,  1829.*' 

Mr.  Ettice  said,  that  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  ri^t  hon.  gentleman,  he  was 
anxious  to  {%t  one  ouestion  to  him :  upon 
the  answer  his  (Mr.  Eilice's^  conciuct 
would  entirely  depend.  He  oegged  to 
ask  if  it  were  prooable  or  possible  that 
the  determination  of  government,  so  dis- 
tinctly stated  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  subject  of  the  dissent 
of  the  proprietors  of  5  per  cent  stock, 
would  undergo  reconsideration  i 

The  CkwmUorqfthg  Exoheguer  said^ 
be  considered  the  plan  suggested  by  mi- 
nisters on  this  whole  the  hSt,  and  he  saw 
no  reason,  founded  upon  the  conVeoienco 
or  th6  adyantage  of  the  parties  cpocem* 
ed,  to  alter  any  part  of  it*,  j  - 
.  Mt^EUkc  Wftft  much  indcbied  to  the 
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fight  hoD.  gendeman  for  the  clear  answer 
he  had  given,  although  it  would  oblige 
him  to  state  some  objections  to  the  pro- 
.position  before  the  Iiouse ;  which  he  was 
the  more  reluctant  to  do*  as  he  felt 
equally  anxious  with  every  other  member, 
that  the  country  should  be  relieved  by  a 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest,  whenever 
it  could  be  effected  on  terms  consistent 
with  publip  credit  and  good  faith.  But 
.he  was  afraid  the  present  scheme  was  of 
A  very  different  description;  and,  above 
all  things,  he  did  not  expect  to  have 
heard  it  compared  with  Mr.  Pelham*s 
plan  in  1749.  That  was  distinguished  in 
all  its  parts  by  openness,  candour,  and 
fair  dealing;  while  the  present  was  cha- 
racterized by  crookedness,  trick,  and 
4urtifice.  He  wished  to  God  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  the  beneBt  of  such 
advice  in  his  transactions  with  the  city,  or 
that  House  the  benefit  of  such  counsel 
.from  its  representatives,  as  Mr.  Pelham 
had  derived  from  that  upright  distin- 
guished person,  sir  J.  Barnard.  They 
would  scarcely  then  have  heard,  that  a 
fair  way  of  dealing  with  the  public,  in 
«uch  a  transaction  was,  by  borrowing 
money  from  the  Bank  to  reduce,  artifi- 
cially and  temporarily,  the  proffered  rate 
of  interest;  and,  under  that  delusion,  and 
.the  various  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way 
of  trustees  and  other  stock-holders,  by 
the  shortness  of  time,  and  especially  by 
requiring  their  dissent,  compel  them  to 
accept  of  any  terms  that  might  be  offered. 
Among  the  various  difficulties  and  ob- 
jections attending  the  transaction,  not  the 
least  were  those  applicable  to  that  part 
of  the  scheme  that  related  to  paying  ofi^ 
numerically  those  persons  who  should 
.express  their  dissent.  How  was  it  to  be 
ascertained  which  letter  of  dissent  was 
^rst  delivered  ?  The  property  of  indivi- 
'  duals,  afler  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  was 
*  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  situation  in 
which  he  stood  in  the  list.  Suppose  he(  Mr. 
£.)  happened  to  be  the  first,  and  wished 
to  sell  his  stock,  where  was  he  to  find  a 
buyer  i .  The  first  question  asked  would 
be,  in  what  order  are  you  on  the  list  of 
.dissentients?  Other  difficulties  presented 
themselves:  if  two  trustees  differed  in 
^opinion  as  to  assent  or  dissent,  how  was 
government  to  deal  with  them  i  Which 
was  to  be  considered  as  binding  the  other, 
and  binding  the  party  bene^ially  inte- 
rested ig  the  question.  It  was  proposed 
to  extend  the  period  for  persons  residing 
abroad ;  this  was  open  to  every  kind  of 
VOL.Vi. 


abuse :  and,  again,  what  provision  was  to 
be  made  where  one  of  two  or  three  parties 
were  absent  and  the  others  present  ?  In 
shprt,  difficulties  of  this  description  met 
us  at  every  step,  and  were  all  to  be  as- 
cribed tp  a  deviation  from  the  plain, 
straight* forward  course  pursued  on  the 
former  occasion,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  ventured  to  advert  in 
opening  the  present  proposition.  Had 
there  been  tlie  slightest  resemblance  in 
the  two  plans,  all  sides  of  the  House 
would  probably  have  concurred  in  se- 
curing the  advantages  anticipated,  and 
unanimity  would  have  contributed  both 
to  the  success  of  the  measure,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  parties  interested.  The 
House  must  also  consider,  in  the  present 
Jnstance  a  capital  of  7  millions  was  to  be 
added  to  the  public  debt,  exactly  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  amount  had  been 
borrowed  in  the  market,  and  of  course  no 
advantage  could  really  accrue,  until  the 
saving  in  interest  exceeded  that  sum.  A 
period  of  7  or  8  years,  calculating  com- 
pound interest,  must  elapse,  before  any 
saving  could  be  calculated  upon.  The 
interest  of  money  had  certainly  been 
declining ;  and  if  ministers  were  so  con- 
fident, as  the  noble  marquis  had  ex- 
pressed himself,  of  the  continuance  of 
peace  and  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
the  finances,  why  not  have  offered,  as 
in  the  previous  case,  the  option  of  a  gra- 
dual reduction  I  Suppose  5  per  cent  had 
been  continued  for  next  year,  4^  for  two 
following,  and  the  rate  had  only  been 
then  reduced  to  4?  per  cent.  The  coun- 
try would  have  saved  one  half  of  the 
proposed  bonus ;  and  he  put  it  to  any 
gentleman  conversant  with  what  was  now 
passing  out  of  doors,  whether  a  great 
proportion  of  the  parties  interested,  par- 
ticularly the  more  numerous,  who  did  not 
so  much  calculate  the  ultimate  profit  or 
loss  of  the  transaction  as  the  effect  of  the 
immediate  reduction  on  their  domestic 
arrangements,  would  not  have  been  more 
or  equally  contented  I  The  precipitation 
with  which  it  was  intended  to  force 
through  the  measure,  discredited  the 
transaction,  and  the  professions  of  go- 
vernment. A  fortnight  was  only  given 
to  the  holders  of  150  millions  of  stock, 
some  of  whom  resided  in  distant  parts  of 
the  country,  to  consider  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  how  their  dissenting  to  tliem 
might  affisct  the  various  family  arrange- 
ments dependent  on  property,  m  great  • 
change  in  the  income  from  which,  they 
2  X 
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had  probably  scarcely  cohtemplated,  be- 
fore their  iromediate  decision  ts  required. 
Why  all  this  onaccountable  and  unneces- 
sary predpitation  ?  The  deduction  was 
only  to  be  made  on  the  January  di?idends. 
Was  the  revenue  Hkely  to  fall  off,  or  the 
state  of  public  credit  to  decKne,  before 
January  ?  According  to  the  statements  of 
ministers,  their  expectations  were  directly 
the  reverse.  On  the  contrary,  they  had 
heard  sanguine  anticipations  of  a  further 
advance  in  the  price  of  the  funds,  enabling 
government  also  to  reduce  the  4  per 
cents.  Mr.  Pelham  did  not  in  this  man- 
ner profess  his  confidence  in  the  pro- 
gressive advance  of  the  financial  and 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  country, 
which  alone  justined  tne  transaction  then, 
or  can  justify  it  now,  and  then  turn  round 
immediately  and  belie  his  professions,  by 
saying,  that  **  although  I  believe  this,  and 
that  our  foreign  arrangements  will  gua- 
rantee a  lasting  peace,  I  will  not  trust 
any  thing  beyond  a  fortnight."  Had  the 
pending  dissensions  between  Russia  and 
the  Porte  any  influence  on  the  otherwise 
almost  unintelligible  anxiety  with  which 
this  measure  was  pressed  forward  ?  But. 
he  would  acquit  ministers,  in  the  present 
rnstance,  of  any  intention  to  defraud  the 
public  creditor  ;  for  no  other  term  could 
be  applied  to  the  transaction,  if  they  had 
really  any  apprehension  as  to  the  result 
of  these  negotiations. — To  return  to  the 
plan  itself,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  says 
he  sees  no  difference  to  the  stockholder, 
in  requiring  from  him  a  dissent  rather 
than  an  assent.  Why  not  then  allow  him 
the  choice,  that  he  may  judge  for  him- 
self? It  was  essential  also,  in  finally  de- 
termining on  this  measure,  to  look  at  the 
effects  which  had  been  already  produced, 
first,  by  the  rumours  of  the  intention  of 
ministers,  and  then  by  the  communication 
of  them  to  the  public.  Somehow  or 
other  it  did  very  oadly  happen,  that  cer- 
tain influential  individuals  on  the  stock 
exchange,  who  were  supposed  to  have  the 
ear  of  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman,  and  who 
very  shrewdly  guessed  what  was  about  to 
take  place,  had  been  more  busy  than  usual, 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
in  their  speculations  to  raise  the  -funds. 
It  was  notorious,  that  enormous  loans,  to 
the  extent  of  many  millions,  as  any  of  the 
bankers  in  the  House  could  inform  them, 
'had  been  specially  borrowed  on  the  secu- 
rity of  stock  purchased  with  this  object. 
These  gentlemen  had  exercised  a  very 
dear  foresight  on  the  present  occasion. 
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The  funds  in  whidi  they  had  made  their 
purchases  naturally  rose  on  the  declara* 
tion  of  the  noble  marquis  in  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  session,  and  the  5  per 
cents,  declined.  The  holders  of  5  pet 
cents,  consisting  in  a  greater  proportion 
of  small  annuitants,  and  persons  whose 
necessities  and  limited  means  compelled 
them  to  look  for  the  greatest  possible  ex* 
tension  of  income,  alarmed  at  the  threat- 
ened reduction,  crowded  the  transfer 
offices  at  the  Bank  in  such  numbers  to 
sell  out  their  little  pittances,  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  for  several  days  to  get 
through  the  business.  The  powers  of 
attorney  provided  to  persons  in  the  coun- 
try  of  the  same  class  were  in  equal  pro- 
portion, and  the  small  sums  brought  to 
market  in  consequence,  of  from  100^  to 
1,000/.,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  great 
speculators,  who  were  possibly  further 
gifled  by  some  spirit  of  divination  as  to 
the  bonus  to  be  offered  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  The  quantity,  how- 
ever, sold  even  exceeded  their  calculi* 
tions,  and  the  interest  of  money  had  cbn- 
sequently  nearly  doubled  in  a  short  pe- 
riod in  the  market.  All  this  might 
apparently  lead  to  difficulties  not  exactly 
contemplated  by  the  right  hon.  gentle^ 
man,  or  the  Bank,  when  they  so  readily 
consented  to  a  further  advance  of  4> 
millions.  The  property  thus  sold  oot 
had  been  forced  into  foreign  funds;  which 
was  proved  by  the  great  advance  in  all 
foreign  securities,  entirely  disproportionate 
to  any  in  our  own,  aOier  even  all  the 
efforts  of  the  stock-jobbers.  Within  a 
week  or  ten  days  French  stock  had  risen  5 
per  cent,  Danish  8,  Spanish,  Russian,  and 
Prussian  6  or  7,  and  the  bonds  of  the  Co- 
lumbian republic,  which  have  been  within 
12  months  at  15  and  20  per  cent,discount, 
to  par.  Would  all  this  produce  no  altera- 
tion in  our  exchanges,  no  demand  of 
gold  and  silver  to  supply  the  means  of 
remittance;  and  was  our  stock  so  abundant 
of  these  metals  as  to  prevent  the  least 
apprehension  of  an  extraordinary  and 
sudden  demand  for  them  having  any  In- 
fluence on  the  measures  recently  adopted 
with  respect  to  the  currency  ?  Was  it  so 
certain  that  no  event  of  this  description, 
potting  out  of  the  question  any  interrup- 
tion in  the  peace  of  Europe,  might  nA 
create  a  great  srarclty  of  money,  and 
oblige  the  speculators  who  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  new  4  per  cent  stoek  merely 
as  an  article  of  traae,  to  force  it  on  thte 
market  and  depress  ihe  fmids?  and  mjgbt 
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not  a  fludden  fiill  prevent  the  success  of 
the  measure— 9ry  u  it  happened  after  ihe 
holders  of  5  per  cents  had  accepted,  or 
rather  have  been  driven  into  the  terms,  dis* 
satisfy  them  with  the  manner  in  which 
their  interests  had  been  dealt  with  in  the 
Iraosaction? 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  if 
the  present  opportunity  was  missed  ano- 
ther might  not  again  occur.  He  was 
probably  right;  the  country  would  be 
worn  out  and  sickened  by  the  repetiUon 
of  so  many  juggling  and  temporary  ex- 
pedients as  had  been  resorted  to  in  our 
ioances  since  the  peace,  aud  at  last 
refuse  all  confidence  to  the  schemes  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  says  the 
5  per  cents  might  have  been  psid  off  in 
l^lBf  when  the  stocks  were  at  84,  and 
urges  the  loss  of  that  opportunity  as  a 
reason  why  he  should  not  neglect  the 
present  one.  How  were  the  funds  then 
raised  to  84  ?  By  loans  from  the  Banks 
and  the  issue  of  a  greater  amount  of 
paper,  thap  in  the  extraordinary  annals 
00  that  account,  as  well  as  on  others  of 
the  war.  What  are  we  not  now  suffering 
from  the  imaccountable  conduct  of  ml* 
nisters  and  the  Bank,  with  respect  to  the 
currency  in  that  year,  and  the  delusion  it 
not  only  enabled  them  to  practise  on  the 
country,  but  on  the  committees  of  18)9, 
with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the  depre- 
ciation? He  (Mr.  £•)  had,  however,  no 
doubt  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
accomplish  his  purpose;  and  the  object 
he  bad  in  view  was  certainly  a  proper 
one,  at  a  fit  season,  and  if  obtained  in  a 
candid  and  fair  manner;  but  he  could 
scarcely  call  the  profit  to  be  derived  from 
it  a  public  advantage,  if  gained  at  the 
expense  of  national  credit  or  character. 
When  Mr.  Pelhsm  brought  forward  his 
plan,  what  were  his  means  of  ensuring 
its^success?  After  giving  the  stockholder 
the  most  ample  time  to  consider  his  offer, 
stating  firmly  and  candidly  his  finsncial 
prospects  and  arrangements,  for  which 
the  country  had  a  right  to  expect  a  re^ 
ductioo  of  the  interest,  he  was  enabled 
auecessively  by  the  developemeot  of  his 
means,  to  make  mor9  fevourabl?  terms 
with  those  who  at  first  be)d  out,  and  ulti*> 
motely  to  pay  off  the  dissentients  froop 
ihe  surplus  of  the  revenue.  Where  was 
ihe  rignt  hon.  gentleman's  surplus?  It 
was  notorious  the  consolidated  fund,  which 
was  deficient  7  millions  test  year,  was  this 
year  in  a  still  more  deplorable  condition, 
frooi  the  addition  of  2miUions,  since  bor^- 
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rowed,  to  add  to  what  was  called  a  sink- 
ing fund ;  much  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
was  now  borrowing  7  millions  to  reduce 
the  interest  on  the  6  per  cents.  Why  did 
the  noble  marquis  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing leave  those  9  millions  out  of  bis 
financial  statements?  It  was  rather  too 
large  an  item  to  form  an  accidental  omis-* 
sioo.  Had  it,  then,  been  purposely  and 
studiously  kept  out  of  view,  that  an  un- 
fair impression  of  the  actual  situation  of 
our  finances  might  assist  this  scheme  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  i  He  would  not  far 
tigue  the  House  by  going  into  all  the 
objections  that  had  been  raised,  or  could 
be  stated  to  the  measure.  Even  legal 
doubts  had  been  suggested  of  the  right 
of  government  to  pay  off  the  5  per  centa 
under  present  circumstances ;  but  passing 
by  these,  the  most  objectionable  points 
which  occurred  to  him,  were  the  dissent 
raquiredy  and  the  shortness  of  time  allow- 
ed to  the  stockholders  for  consideration. 
Besides,  the  policy  of  the  proceeding, 
looking  to  its  obvious  tendency  to  drive 
capital  out  of  the  country,  at  the  moment 
we  were  attempting  to  restore  a  money 
circulation  was  more  than  questionable. 
Looking,  however,  to  the  proposed  object 
of  relief  to  the  country,  he  would  offer 
no  opposition  to  the  immediate  proposir- 
tion  of  the  right  hon*  gentleman,  and 
opportunities  would  occur  in  the  future 
stages  of  the  bill,  to  enter  into  farther 
examination  of  its  details. 

Mr.  JVilUams  entertained  considerable 
doubt  as  to  the  policy  of  the  plan,  at 
least  so  far  as  it  affected  persons  who  had 
money  in  the  B^e  per  cents  to  an  amount 
less  than  1,000/.  Of  these  persons  there 
were  upwards  of  ^,000.  There  was 
another  objection  to  this  plan,  that  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
national  debt.  It  would  actually  add 
7,000,000/.  to  it ;  and  it  would  take  six 
years  to  bring  us  back  to  the  same  situa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  debt,  in  which  we 
now  were.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  argued  upon  the  principle,  that  the 
raising  of  the  funds  was  beneficial  to  th^ 
country.  Now  he  (Mr.  W.)  maintained 
the  direct  converse  of  th^  proposition. 
Speculators  and  jobbers  might,  indeed, 
be  int^ested  in  having  the  funds  high ; 
but  individuals  who  dei^ended  upon  a 
permanent  annuity  were  interested  in  a 
low  state  of  the  funds. 

Mr.  Maberly  said,  that  looking  to  all 
the  curcumstances  of  the  case ;  first  to  the 
difficulties  which  necessarily  attei^ed  the 
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transaction;  and  next,  to  the  political 
state  of  Europe,  he  could  wish  tnat  the 
time  for  affording  an  option  were  ex- 
tended from  the  16th  to  the  SOth  of 
March. 

Mr.  Ricardo  thought  the  plan  yery 
desirable,  and  the  terms  proposed  by 
ministers  extremely  fair.  With  regard  to 
the  time  allowed  for  option,  he  thought 
it  amply  sufficient.  But,  suppose  per- 
sons were  to  purchase  stock  in  the  name 
of  others  residing  abroad,  with  a  frau- 
dulent intention,  would  they  be  entitled 
to  the  extended  term,  or  would  they  be 
obliged  to  give  their  answer  by  the  16th 
of  March? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  case  supposed  by  the  hon.  member 
would,  he  hoped,  be  precluded  by  some 
resolutions  which  would  be  subsequently 
read  at  the  table. 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  it  would  very  much 
facilitate  the  plan,  if  such  holders  of  five 
per  cents  as  assented,  could  know  at 
what  time  the  transfer  to  the  four  per 
cents  was  to  take  place.  The  question 
of  the  dividends  might  at  first  sight  offer 
some  difficulty,  but  this  difficulty  was 
more  apparent  than  real,  because  the 
very  same  dividend  which  was  given  to 
a  person  holding  100/.  in  the  five  per 
cents  might  be  given  to  a  person  holding 
105/.  in  toe. four  per  cents.  If  this  stock 
were  quickly  transferred,  the  natural  con- 
sequence would  be,  to  raise  the  price  of 
It  in  the  market ;  and  as  persons  would 
be  induced  to  speculate  in  it  from  the 
advantage  of  a  small  but  quick  profit,  the 
operation  from  this  circumstance  would 
be  much  facilitated*  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  do  well  if  he  explained  the 
mode  in  which  the  money  was  to  be  paid 
off  to  persons  who  dissented.  It  was 
evident  that  persons  having  an  option,  and 
who  were  in  doubt  whether  they  might  or 
might  not  have  made  a  bad  bargain, 
would  not  decide  till  the  latest  moment. 
He  should  like  to  know  then,  if  many 
thousand  letters  came  in  on  the  16th  of 
March,  how  these  applications  were  to  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  fViUqn  said,  that  however  expe- 
dient this  measure  might  be,  with  a  view 
to  the  reduction  of  taxation,  still  if  there 
were  a  class  of  persons  upon  whom  it 
pressed  with  peculiar  hardship,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  the  House  to  mitigate  its 
severity  as  much  as  possible.  The  in- 
terest of  this  fund  was  not  only  reduced 
from  five  to  four  per  cent,  but  a  rod 
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was  kept  ov^r  the  heads  of  the  headers, 
and  it  was  liable  to  be  reduced  again 
within  seven  years.  He  thought'  this 
term  should  at  least  be  extended  to  a' 
later  period.  ■ 

Mr.  Bright  wished  to  knew  what  re^ 
gulations  were  to  be  adopted  with  regard 
to  trustees. 

Mr.  Bankes  cAuld  not  help  thinking 
that  the  present  project  of  a  sinking  fund 
was  the  less  meritorious,  inasmuch  as  the 
plan  of  liquidatmg  the  public  debt  by  the 
operation  of  compound  interest  war 
abandoned.  He  wished  to  know  at  what 
time  it  would  be  convenient  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  take  the  debate  on  Uiia 
subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
be  by  no  means '  considered  the  question 
of  abolishmg  that  part  of  the  project  of  tf 
sinking  fund  which  went  to  liquidate  the 
debt  by  compound  interest,  as  decided. 
It  was  a  question  which  demanded  the 
roost  serious  attention,  and  whith'  formed 
no  part  of  the  present  measure.  It  was  a 
question  which  involved  the  repeal  of 
many  acts  of  parliament ;  and  he  most 
confess  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
measure  of  very  ouestionable  policy.  As 
to  the  question  which  had  been  put  with 
regard  to  trustees,  they  would  be  em- 
powered to  act  for  their  princfpals,  and 
would  be  indemnified.  The  hon.  memb^ 
for  Weymouth  had  expressed  some  doubt 
as  to' the  competence  of  parliament  to 
pay  off  the  five  per  cents ;  but  it  had 
never  before  been  suggested  that  the  con- 
dition imposed  by  the  act  of  1784',  witli 
regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  five  per 
cents  was  any  other  than  that  parliament 
should  not  pay  oft'  that  fund  until  25  mil- 
lions of  the  3  or  4  per  cents  were  paid 
off*  or  redeemed.  But  the  hon.  member 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  national  debt 
was  first  to  be  reduced  to  that  amount— a 
construction  which  the  act  of  parliament 
could  not  bear.  As  to  the  hardship  with 
which  the  transfer  was  likely  to  operate 
upon  persons  of  small  property,  it  shoukl 
be  recollected,  that  such  persons  had  pur<i 
chased  this  stock  at  a  lower  rate,  and  with 
a  larger  return  of  interest,  under  the  ex- 
press liability  of  being  paid  off  by  govern- 
ment. However  much,  therefbre,  they 
miffht  be  objects  of  commiseration,  they 
had  no  title  to  complain ;  andthe  incon- 
veniences of  their  situation  would  b6 
greatly  mitigated  by  the  great  reductiott 
which  had  taken  place  in  all  the  netetem- 
ries   of  life.    Some  reasons  had   been 
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urged  for  protongiog  the  time  at  which 
holders  were  to  make  their  option ;  but 
"the  period  on  which  government  had 
fixed,  W99  Aofflciently  long  to  enable  them 
to  make  up  their  minds  on  the  subject. 
As  to  the  question,  from  what  fund  and 
in  what  manner  the  payment  was  to  be 
made  to  such  holders  as  did  not  assent  to 
the  terms  ?  That  question  could  not  be 
answered  until  the  option  was  made»  As 
soon  as  the  number  of  persons  dissenting 
was  ascertained,  he  should  be  ready  to 
submit  a  plan  to  parliament,  by  which 
they  were  to  be  repaid.  He  could  not 
see  the  force  of  the  objection  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Coventry;  namely,  that  it 
was  more  unfair  to  call  for  the  expression 
of  dissent  than  of  assent.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber had  attributed  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
foreign  stocks  to  the  plan  now  proposed 
by  government ;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  that  rise  had  taken  place  long 
before  the  present  plan  was  promulgated. 
It  was  not  the  plans  of  government,  but 
tbe  alarms  which  had  been  raised  in  con- 
sequence of  fumours  that  the  public 
credit  was  about  to  be  infringed,  which 
had  had  the  effiect  of  driving  large  sums 
of  money  abroad,  and  consequently  of 
raising  tne  price  of  foreign  stocks.  He 
doubted  not  that  a  contrary  effect  would 
fake  place;  and  that  such  sums  as  had 
been  withdrawn  from  the  country  under 
the  influence  of  a  temporary  panic  would 
return,  when  it  was  known  that  there  was 
no  foundation  for  such  rumours,  and  that 
the  public  credit  was  fixed  upon  a  secure 
and  lasting  basis. 

The  several  resolutions  were  then  put, 
and  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
.  Tuesday f  February  ^'Q. 
Agricultural  Distress,  and  the 
Financial  Measures  for  its  Re- 
lief.] Earl  Stanhope  presented  a  Peti- 
tion Irom  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land 
In  the  county  of  Kent,  which  he  had 
withdrawn  on  Thursday  on  account  of  in- 
formaiitv.  Hjs  lordship  apologized  to  the 
HoNuse  for  the  informality  in  the  petition 
which  had  previously  prevented  its  being 
received ;  but  trusted,  that  though  the 
•ignatttres  to  it  were  now  unavoidably  but 
few,  that  it  would  be  received  as  convey- 
ing the  sense  of  the  considerable  number 
who  had  originally  signed  it.  He  trusted 
also  that  in  the  present  depressed  state  of 
4ha   agricultural   interests,    tbe    people 


would  meet  with  firmness  and  vigour  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  grievances 
which  oppressed  them,  and  that  their 
statements,  in  respectful  terms,  of  those 
grievances,  and  of  what  they  considered 
would  be  the  best  remedies,  would  meet 
with  every  attention  in  that  House. 

Tbe  petition  was  received.  After 
which,  the  order  of  the  day  being  read, 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  and  ad-> 
dressed  the  House  as  follows*  : 

My  Lords ;  I  entirely  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  noble  earl,  who  has  just  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  your  lordships,  from 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  that  on  this,  and  on 
every  other  occasion,  the  petitions  of 
any  class  of  the  people,  stating  in  proper 
and  respectful  terms  the  grievances  under* 
which  they  conceive  themselves  to  labour, 
are  entitled  to  the  most  attentive  consi- 
deration of  parliament;  not  less  as  a 
matter  of  political  expediency  than  as 
one  of  constitutional  right.  1  can  have 
no  doubt  that  most  of  the  agn cultural 
petitioners,  by  whom  vour  lordships  have 
been  addressed,  actually  suffer  the  pres- 
sure of  which  they  complain;  although 
never  were  men  more  mistaken  than  some 
of  those  petitioners  are,  with  respect  to 
the  remedies  which  they  have  pointed  out 
as  calculated  to  remove  or  mitigate  the 
evil.  It  is  for  vour  lordships,  however,  in 
the  exercise  of  your  discretion  and  wis- 
dom, to  act  upon  your  own  opinions,  or. 
rather  upon  your  own  judgment,  both  as 
to  the  causes,  and  as  to  the  probable  re- 
medies of  the  alleged  distress;  and  of 
this  I  am  satisfied,  that  if  the  petitioners 
are  in  error,  as  I  conceive  them  to  be, 
there  is  no  more  effectual  mode  of  dis- 
pelling that  error  than  that  which  the  con- 
stitution and  the  practice  of  your  lord- 
ship's House  authorise  and  preseribe— a 
free  and  full  investigation  of  the  whole 
subject. 

The' purpose  for  which  I  at  present 
rise,  my  lords,  is,  to  take  a  general  view 
of  the  condition  and  resources,  of  tbe 
country — always  a  consideration  of  great 
importance,  but  particularly  so  at  the 
present  moment:  and  the  motion  with 
which  I  shall  conclude,  will  have  the  ef- 
fect of  producing  information  essentially 
connected  with  the  representations  and 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  which  have  been 
presented  by  tne  noble  earl  and  by  other 


*  From  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
Hatcbard  and  Son,  Piccadilly. 
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noble  lordt  to  this  House.  Your  lordibipt 
are  aware,  from  the  votes  of  the  House 
of  Commons  which  are  on  your  lordships' 
table,  that  io  that  House  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  agriculture  has  been  insti- 
tuted, and  that  certain  measures  hate 
been  proposed  and  are  under  contidera- 
tion,  which  relate  to  the  internal  economy 
of  the  country.  It  has,  therefore,  been 
conceived,  and  it  appears  to  me  not  im- 
properly, that  much  advantage  would 
arise  from  enabling  your  lordships  to  take 
a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  country, 
before  the  legislative  measures  which  have 
been  or  will  be  introduced  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  shall  come  under 
your  lordships'  consideration.  And  this 
course  certainly  seems  to  be  the  more  de- 
sirable, as  those  measures  may  probably 
come  up  to  your  lordships  at  different 
periods,  and  as  they  may  relate  to  very  dif- 
ferent objects.  I  am  consequently  induced, 
before  I  move  for  the  papers  and  accounts 
which  I  wish  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  to 
trouble  your  lordships  with  a  few  observa- 
tions and  explanations,  with  regard  to  our 
present  internal  situation,  and  to  the  va- 
rious topics  and  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  several  petitions  which  have 
been  presented  to  this  House.  Your 
lordships  will  then  have  an  opnortutiity  of 
perceiving  to  which  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  subject  your  attention 
ought  Co  be  especially  directed;  and  of 
judging  what  are  the  points  on  which  you 
agree  with  his  majesty's  government,  and 
what  are  the  points  on  which,  perhaps,  you 
may  differ  from  them.  In  taking  this  ge- 
neral view  of  the  question,  it  may  be  ad- 
visable that  I  should  go  a  little  more  into 
detail  than  the  imme£ate  purpose  of  my 
motion  may  seem  to  require;  because, 
without  such  detail,  I  should  not  be  able 
to  make  myself  intelligible  on  many  of 
the  important  topics  to  which  it  will  be 
necessanr  for  me  to  advert. 

The  first  consideration  which  I  must 
request  your  lordships  constantly  to  bear 
in  mind,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
statement  which  I  am  about  to  submit  to 
you,  is  the  Cfest  increase  o^  population^ 
which,  according  to  the  census  of  last  year, 
appears  to  have  taken  place  in  all  parts 
of  the  empire.  It  appears  that,  notwith- 
standing tne  extensive  and  exhausting  war 
in  which  the  country  was  so  long  engaged, 
—notwithstanding  the  difficulties  that  were 
encountered  and  overcome,— and  not- 
withstanding the  waste  of  human  life  that 
necessarily  occurred,  the  papulation  ra- 
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pidly  increased  duridg  the  stri^gle. 
Paradoxical  as  it  may  sound,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  causes  of  the  progres- 
sive growth  of  our  population  were  not 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  circum- 
stances and  state  of  things  growing  out 
of  the  war  iuelf.  But,  whatever  aiajr 
have  been  the  cause,  the  fact  undoubtedly 
appears,  by  the  comparative  statement  of 
the  population  which  is  before  your  lord- 
ships, that,  between  the  year  1801  and 
the  year  1811,  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  population  of  Great  Britain  from 
10,900,000  to  12,590,000  souls;  being  an 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  fourteen  per 
cent ;  and  again,  that  between  the  year 
1811  and  the  year  1821,  there  was  an 
increase  from  12,590,000  to  14,370,000; 
being  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
about  17y  per  cent.  If  your  lordships 
will  inspect  the  returns,  you  will  find  that 
this  increase  of  population  has  not  been 
confined  to  any  particular  diittrict.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  proportion  of 
increase  has  been  nearly  the  same.  la 
Scotland  somewhat  less;  although  tbera 
the  increase  has  been  in  the  proportion  of 
about  fifteen  per  cent.  Your  lordships 
will  also  find,  as  of  course  you  would 
expect,  that  the  increase  has  certainly 
been  the  greatest  in  the  manufacturing 
counties ;  but  you  will  likewise  find  that 
the  increase  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
manufacturing  counties,  and  that,  allowing 
for  the  greater  tendency  to  increase  in  the 
manufacturing  districts,  the  increase  in  the 
agricultural  oistricts  bears  a  fair  propor-i 
tion  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  I  have 
thought  it  indispensable  to  call  your  lord- 
ships' attention  to  this  fact,  because  it 
would  be  impossible  for  you  to  form  a 
just  estimate  of  all  the  various  conside- 
rations growing  out  of  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  discover 
the  causes  and  the  probable  remedy  of 
the  present  difficulties,  without  steadUv 
bearing  in  mind  the  great  increase  which 
of  late  years  has  taken  place  in  our  popu- 
lation. It  is  an  extraordinary  fiu:t,  that 
in  the  course  of  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
jrears,  the  popijdation  of  this  country  has 
mcreased  mtire  than  it  did  in  a  whole 
century  before  ;  aad  it  is  material  to 
observe,  that  that  increase  has  not  bean 
confined  to  any  one  class  of  the  commu- 
nity-^bat  it  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
manufacturing  districts — that  it  has  not 
been  confined  to  any  one  part  of  the 
country^that  it  has  not  taken  place 
merely  in  the  North,  or  in  the  West;  but 
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that  It  has  shewn  itself  in  every  direction 
in  the  North,  in  the  South » in  the  East  and 
in  the  West ;  and  among  the  agricultural 
as  well  as  among  the  manufacturing 
classes. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
your  lordship's  attention,  is  one  on  which 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  fact  and  its  importance,  whatever  there 
may  be  as  to  it  a  cause : — I  mean  the  state 
i)f  the  public  revenue*  I  have  tlie  satisfac- 
tion of  stating — and  it  will  not  rest  on  my 
statement,  but  will  be  proved  to  your 
lordships  by  docutneots  prepared  in  so 
clear  and  simple  a  manner  as  to  exclude 
the  suspicion  of  error — that  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year  the  revenue  exceeded  the 
revenue  of  the  preceding  year,  by  more 
than  a  million  sterling ;  an  increase,  cal- 
culated on  those  articles  subject  to  the 
«ame  amount  of  taxation  in  both  years. 
This  increase,  my  lords,  is  not  only  a  ma- 
terial fact  in  itself,  but  becomes  still  more 
so  as  connected  with  other  itnportant  consi- 
derations. Your  lordships  may  naturally 
ask.  **  But  how  has  this  revenue  been 
collected  ?  With  what  degree  of  pressure 
tjpou  the  people?"  In  answer,  I  can  po- 
aitively  assert,  that  there  never  was  any 
year's  revenue  collected  with  less  difficulty, 
or  arrear.  Out  of  about  twenty-seven 
millions  of  Excise  duties  to  be  collected 
in  the  year,  there  is  not  a  deBciency  of 
more  than  5,000/. ;  and  even  of  that  re- 
sidue there  is  a  prospect  that  the  greater 
part  will  be  recovered.  So  that,  not  only 
has  the  revenue  increased — not  only  does 
it  continue  to  increase,  but  it  appears  to 
press  more  lightly  on  the  people  than  at 
many  former  periods,  ft  has  not  been 
screwed  up  by  any  extraordinary  coercion, 
it  has  not  been  wrung  firom  the  people  by 
any  extreme  rigour  of  the  law ;  but  it  has 
.  been  collected  with  as  little  difficulty  and 
inconvenience  as  at.  soy 'period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country. 

My  lords,  there  is  another  fact  which 
may  properly  accompaDy  what  I  have 
said  of  the  revenue,  and  which  cannot 
"but  be  highly  satisfactory  to  your  lord- 
"ships — I  allude  to  the  prosperous  state  of 
those  valuable  and  praiseworthy  institu- 
tions, the  Saving  Banks.  The  progress 
made  by  the  Saving  Banks  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year,  affords  a  proof  of  ease  in 
the  circumstances,  not  of  the  people  uni- 
versally, but  certainly  of  a  very  large  class 
of  the  people.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  ac- 
count shewmg  the  amount  of  the  sums 
paid  orer  by  the  trtwtees  of  the  aeveral 


Saving  Banks  in  England  and  Ireland  to 
the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  eC 
the  national  debt  in  the  last,  and  in  the 
preceding  year.  I  will  atate  only  the 
grand  totals.  It  appears,  that  in  tlie  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1821,  the  suma 
received  by  the  eommissioners  amounted 
to  707,106/. ;  and  that  in  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January  1822,  they  amounted 
to  1,205,960/.  So  that,  during  the  last 
year  the  sums  deposited  in  these  highly 
important  and  higmy  valuable  institutions, 
have  increased  nearly  half  a  million  as 
•compared  with  the  «ums  deposited  in  the 
year  preceding — a  circumstanoe  which 
tissuredly  is  not  consistent  with  the  notion 
of  very  general  distress. 

Having  thus  adverted  to  the  state  of 
the  population  and  revenue  of  the  country, 
i  come  next  to  the  consideration  of  the 
present  condition  o£ our  Jureign  commerce  : 
and  I  mention  this  branch  of  our  national 
wealth  first,  not  because  I  regard  it  as  the 
one  of  the  greatest  importance,  but  be- 
cause I  shall  be  able  to  dispose  of  it  In  a 
very  few  words. 

With  regard  to  our  foreign  commerce, 
my  lords,  a  considerable  increase  has  taken 
place  in  it,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year, 
particularly  in  that  which  is  the  most 
valuable  branch  of  it,  and  which  is  the 
best  criterion  of  increasing  prosperity,  the 
export  of  British  produce  and  manufiEie- 
tures.  The  amount  of  that  increase  is 
•between  two  and  three  millions  sterling; 
the  details  of  which  will  come  more  re- 
gularly before  your  lordships,  when  the 
annual  returns  of  the  exports  of  British 
produce  and  manufactures  shall  belaid  on 
the  table.  On  this  subject  I  may  likewise 
appeal  to  the  general  observation  of  those 
of  your  lordships  who  are  connected  and 
conversant  with  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, if  there  is  not,  in  almost  all  the  im- 
portant branches  of  our  manufactures  an 
evident  improvement.  I  am  aware  that  in 
the  iron  trade,  owing  to  particular  causes, 
the  prices  are  nery  low  and  the  profits  verv 
small ;  but  with  that  exception,  I  ask 
whether  there  has  not  been  a  manifest  im- 
provement in  the  various  branches  of  omr 
manufactures  ?  Although  the  profits  of  the 
master  manufacturer  may  be  less  than  in 
former  times,  a  favourable  change  has 
every  wheretaken  place  since  last  year,  and 
labour  is  every  where  better  paid.  In  the 
woollen,  the  cotton,  and  the  hardware 
manufactories  especially,  an  increased  ac- 
tivity has  been  manifested ;  producing  of 
course  correspondent  ease  and  comfort 
among  the  labourers  employed  in  them. 
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I  now  come»  toy  lords,  to  the  consider* 
ation  of  that  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  the  petitions  which  have  been  laid  on 
your  lordships'  table  by  the  noble  earl, 
and  by  other  noble  lords — I  mean  the 
tsiiting  distress  of  the  agricultural  classes 
of  the  community^  and  the  consequent 
pressure  on  all  the  uiterests  connected 
with  agriculture. 

It  certainly  cannot  be  necessary  for  me 
to  assure  your  lordships  that  I  am  far 
from    being  insensible    to  the   pressure 
which  has  existed  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  which  still  exists,  in  a  very  large  part 
of  the  country,  on  all  the  concerns  of 
agriculture.    But  the  question  for  your 
lordships  first  to   consider   is,    whether 
there  is  any  foundation  for  that  opinion 
which  1  must  say  has,  as  far  as  I  can 
observe,  led  to  the.  encouragement  of  the 
roost  idle  and  injurious  hopes  and  expecta* 
tions,  whether  there  is  any  the  slightest 
foundation  for  the  opinion  that  excessive 
taxation  has  been  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress ?    I  am  perfectly  ready  to  court  the 
fullest  discussion  on  that  point,  were.it 
only  to  prove  to  the  petitioners  the  de- 
,lusion  under  which   they  labour.    But, 
before  I  state  the  reasons  which  satisfy 
me,  and  which,  I  think,  will  satisfy  your 
lordships,,  that  there    is    no   foundation 
.whatever  for  the  opinion  which  has  found 
its  way  into  most  of  the  petitions,  that 
the  pressure  on  agriculture  in  this  coun- 
try IS  the  result  of  excessive  taxation, 
I  think  it  material  to  shew  the  important 
ifact)  that  a  similar  pressure  on  agricul- 
,ture  exists  in  all  the  other  countries  of 
(the  world.    My  lords,  I  do  not  adduce 
.this  fact  as  an  argument  of  consolation  to 
the  petitioners ;   but  I  adduce  it  as  a 
roost  important  consideration,  bearing  on 
.all  the  points  of  the  question.    It  is  im- 
. possible  that  it  should  not  do  so.    It  is 
impossible  that  there  can  be  either  dearth 
or  superabundance  in  the  other  countries 
of  Europe  which  (whatever  may.  be  the 
character  of  our  laws  to  regulate  importa- 
tion,) will  not  materially  affect  this  coun- 
try, and  influence  both  the  degree  of  the 
evil  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy  that 
may  be  applicable  to  it.    If,  for  example, 
there  were  superabundance  in  this  coun- 
try, but  dearth  in  a  great  many  of  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  such  a  state 
of  things  would  operate  as  some  remedy 
for  the  evil.    On  the  other  hand,  if  there 
should  be  superabundance  in  this  country, 
and  superabundance   also  in  the    other 
countries  of  Europe,  such  general  super- 


Agricukural  DistreiU 


[OSS 


abundance  must  materially  aggravate  the 
local  evil.  The  fact,  therefore,  of  the 
actual  conditions  of  the  other  countries 
of  Europe  is,  in  this  respect,  both  very 
material  in  itself,  and  very  necessary  to 
be  ascertained  before  we  go  into  an 
examination  of  the  internal  state  of  this 
country,  of  the  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced that  state,  and  of  the  remedies  to 
which  we  may  look  for  relief.  I  shall, 
therefore,  trouble  your  lordships  with 
some  information  on  this  subject,  as- 
suring vou  that  I  will  not  advert  to  any 
which  does  not  appear  to  me  to  rest  upon 
unquestionable  authority. 

In  the  first  place,  your  lordships  have 
on  your  table  the  minutes  of  evidence 
taken  before  the  select  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  whom  the  several 
petitions  complaining  of  the  depressed 
state  of  agriculture  were  last  year  re- 
ferred. Among  that  evidence,  I  wish  to 
direct  your  lordships*  especial  attention 
to  the  testimony  or  a  person  who  is  ^ell 
known  by  a  very  able  work  which  he  has 

f>ublished,  and  whom  every  one  will  al- 
ow to  be  a  most  intelligent  individual ; 
-'I  mean  Mr.  Jacob.  This  gentleman 
has  travelled  a  great  deal  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  has  taken  great  pains  to  inform 
himself  of  the  present  state  of  agriculture 
in  every  country  he  has  visited ;  and 
therefore,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  conclusions  which  he  has  drawn  from 
the  facts  which  he  has  collected;  and 
however  your  lordships  may  be  inclined 
to  di£Per  from  him,  with  respect  to  some 
of  those  conclusions,  with  respect  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  facts  themselvesi  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  his  testimony,  there* 
fore,  as  it  appears  in  the  minutes  of 
evidence  on  your  lordships*  tables,  may 
be  safely  relied  upon  as  good  authority ; 
and,  poming  regularly  as  it  does  before 
your  lordships,  I  may  refer  to  it  without 
any  hesitation. 

Mr.  Jacob  is  asked,  with  respect  to  the 
situation  of  the  landlords  in  the  North 
of  Europe: 

<*  What  is  the  present  situation  of  the 
landlords  in  those  countries  ? — Their  es- 
tates are  generally  mortgaged,  and  a  great 
many  for  sale,  and  there  are  no  pur- 
chasers. 

"  Do  they  get  any  rent  ? — Very  little ; 
nothing  but  the  clipping  of  their  Merino 
flocks,  which  they  now  are  selling  very 
low. 

**  Is  the  committee  to  understand  that 
all  the  corn   which  has  been  raised  in 
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those  coDDlTieSy  as  fkr  as  your  observa- 
tion goeSy  in  the  two  or  three  last  years, 
has  not  commanded  a  price  adequate  to 
the  expense  of  growing  ? — Certainly  it 
has  not ;  most  undoubt^ly. 

*'  Has  the  price  been  materially  below 
a  remunerating  price? — Where  the  sur- 
plus is  so  very  small  it  is  difficult  to  cal- 
culate what  a  remunerating  price  is,  and 
therefore  I  would  rather  than  give  my 
own  opinion,  trust  to  those  who  have 
made  calculations  on  the  spot,  whose 
calculations  are  more  likely  to  be  accu- 
rate than  those  which  I  or  any  foreigner 
could  make* 

**  Have  you  any  such  calculations  ?— 
I  have. 

"Have  you  them  with  you? — No,  I 
have  not;  they  are  among  my  memo- 
randa. 

"You  have  stated  that  Holland  and 
France  were  two  of  the  countries  you 
visited  ? — Yes. 

"  Is  the  state  of  agriculture  in  Holland 
and  France  similar  to  what  you  have 
describe  existing  in  the  North  of  Ger- 
many ?^Certainly ;  in  all  my  conversa- 
tion with  Dutch  farmers  and  landlords, 
I  found  they  were  complaining  that  they 
were  losing  by  every  thing  they  sold :  the 
feudal  system  does  not  prevail  there  as 
it  does  in  Germany. 

<^  In  those  countries  the  population  not 
engaged  in  agriculture  bears  a  very  con- 
si(ferable  proportion  to  the  whole  popula- 
tion in  Holland,  Flanders,  and  France  ?-^ 
I  am  not  now  speaking  of  Holland  exclu- 
sively,.  which  contains  little  more  than 
two  millions ;  but  the  kingdom  of  the  Ne- 
therlandsy  containing  six  or  seven  mil- 
lions. 

"  A  considerable  proportion  of  the 
population  of  Holland  is  not  agricultu- 
ral ?— In  Holland  they  are  not  so,  but  in 
Flanders  they  are  so. 

"  What  is  the  state  of  distress  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  Netherlands,  and  those 
countries  where  a  different  system  of  fann- 
ing prevails  from  that  ofthe  North  of  Ger- 
many, and  where  the  proportion  of  the 
population  employed  in  agriculture  is 
dirorenl  {—Wherever  I  went  I  heard 
bitter  complaints,  oarticularly  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Holland,  from  Utrecht 
to  the  frontiers  of  Westphalia,  which  is 
generally  poorish  kind  of  hind ;  a  ^reat 
portion  of  which  was  brought  into  cuUi-i 
vation  during  the  war  at  a  considerable 
expense;  but  which  has  lowered  the 
price,  no^  only  of  its  own  produce,  but 
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all  other  produce,  to  such  an  extent,  that 
it  was  selhne  for  a  considerable  loss. 

"Were  those  poor  districts  declining 
in  their  cultivation  ? — I  did  not  perceive 
any,  nor  is  it  likely  they  should  decline 
so  soon. 

"  Do  you  think  they  ipust  soon  de- 
cline ? — Almost  all  the  occupiers  told  me 
they  must;  that  they  were  losing  by 
them. 

"  Did  you  find  the  same  complaints  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  in  France  ? — ^I  can 
only  speak  of  France  between  the  fron- 
tiers of  Germany  and  Paris;  the  other 
parts  I  went  through  with  too  much  ra- 
pidity, to  enable  me  to  form  an  opitiion. 

"  What  is  the  state  of  agriculture  in 
that  part  of  France  f-»BitterIy  complain- 
ing; I  attended  the  markets  of  several  of 
the  towns,  and  conversed  with  the  farmers ; 
I  found  they  were  all  complaining,  con- 
trasting the  prices  they  had  obtained  three 
or  four  years  before,  wjth  the  prices  they 
then  obtained;  assuring  me  they  lost  con- 
siderably by  it.  Not  knowing  what  ques- 
tions might  be  asked,  I  have  not  brought 
any  memorandums  I  made  at  the  time 
with  me. 

"  What  was  the  difference  in  the  prices 
of  which  they  complaiaed,  and  the  prices 
to  which  they  referred  as  better  times  ?— 
At  one  town,  Su  Avoid,  I  was  assured 
that  the  depreciation  had  been  about 
one-half  from. the  highest  period  to  that 
time. 

"  Was  the  general  fall  so  great  ? — Not 
to  the  same  extent  any  where  else. 

"  What  was  the  effect  upon  rents  in 
those  countries? — The  leases,  which  are 
short,  are  all  running  out,  and  they  ex- 
pect to  renew  their  short  leases  at  a  great 
deduction  from  the  rents  they  have  paid. 

"  Was  that  the  expectation  in  Holland 
and  Flanders  likewiser— Yes,  universally." 

Such,  my  lords,  is  the  testimony  of  a 
gentleman  of  great  intelligence  and  expe- 
rience, who  had  especially  turned  his 
mind  to  the  consideration  of  the  subjects 
on  which  it  was  given,  and  who  has 
visited  the  various  countries  of  Europe, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  best  pes* 
sible  information  on  those  subjects.  His 
statement,  therefore,  of  the  general  de- 
pression of  agriculture  throu^hour  the 
continent,  ought  to  have  great  weight 
1  with  your  lordships.  It  is  strongly  cor- 
'  roborated  and  connrmed  by  accounts  fronv 
other  quarters.  Since  the  sitting  of  the 
agricultural  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  othpr  and  very  important  io- 
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formatioD  on  the  subject  has  arisen.^  I 
wish  particularly  to  direct  your  lordships* 
attention  to  the  address  from  the  cham- 
ber of  Deputies  to  the  king  ofFrancCi  on 
the  26th  of  November  last,  and  to  his 
majesty's  answer.  In  the  address  is  the 
followmg  passage : — "  Organs  of  the  gra- 
titude and  filial  piety  oryour  subjects, 
we  do  not  fear  that  we  slutl  diminish  a 
joy  so  pure  by  causing  to  be  heard  at 
^he  foot  of  your  throne,  the  respectful 
copfiplaints  qi  the  agricultural  interests, 
the  fruitful  nurse  of  France.  Their  con- 
iinually  increasing  distress  in  the  depart- 
ments of  the  East,  West,  and  South,  proTes 
the  inefficacy  of  the  tardy  precautions 
which  are  opposed  to  the  fatal  introduction 
of  foreign  corn/'  I  do  not  quote  this 
passage  from  the  address  of  the  chamber 
of  deputies  to  shew  the  opinion  of  that 
body  as  to  the  cause  of  the  evil  to  which 
they  refer ;  but  merely  to  prove  the^c^ 
of  the  existence  of  extensive  agricultural 
distress  in  France.  The  king,  in  his  an- 
swer says— ><<  I  know  the  difficulties  which 
attend  the  sale  of  com.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  recollection  of  a  recent  dearth,  I 
have  for  the  first  time  restrained  the  im* 
portation  of  foreign  grain.  The  laws 
have  been  executed;  but  no  law  can 
prevent  the  inconvenience  which  arises 
from  a  superabundant  harvest.  The 
whole  of  £urope  experiences  it  at  this 
moment." 

Here  then,  my  lords,  is  abundant  proof 
of  the  fact,  that,  as  far  as  concerns 
France,  and,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Jacob,  as  far  as  concerns  the 
North  of  Germany,  the  same  pressure 
exists  on  the  agricultural  interests,  as  I 
am  ready  to  admit  exists  here.  I  can 
further  state,  that  in  the  North  of  Europe 
the  pressure  is  still  unabated.  I  have  the 
authority  of  a  letter,  which  may  be  relied 
upon,  for  saying,  that  in  Hanover  the 
bushel  of  wheat  sells  for  three  shillings 
and  seven-pence;  and  that  of  rye  and 
other  grain  m  the  same  proportion ;  that 
butchers'  meat  is  equally  cheap ;  that  the 
prices  of  pvovision  in  most  instances 
amount  to  little  more  than  half  of  what 
Wopjd  be  considered  as  fair  prices,  and 
that  it  is  even  difficult  to  find  a  niarket  at 
these  reduced  prices. 
^  I  know  it  may  be  said,  that  this  depres- 
sion of  prices  probably  arises  from  excessive 
taxation  in  aifier  countries,  as  well  as  in 
Great  Britain.  'To  some  of  the  countries  to 
which  I  have  allufled  this  remark  may  be 
jvpposed  to  apply,    ^ut^  my  lords,  how- 
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ever  applicable  the  observation  may  be  to 
some  countries,  it  is  wholly  inapplicable 
to  others.  There  is  one  country  particu* 
larly,  to  which  it  is  in  no  degree  applica- 
ble— I  mean  Switzerland.  In  Switzer- 
land, taxes  are  almost  unknown-^there 
is  no  standing  army— and  no  national 
debt;  and  yet  the  distress  among  the 
agricultural  classes  in  Switzerland,  is  as 
great  as  in  any  other  part  of  Europe.  ^ 
^ave  before  me  a  letter  from  Switzerlandii 
in  which  the  writer  says — **  TYq  are 
suffering  greatly  from  the  abundance  an4 
low  price  of  all  kind^  of  provisions.  There 
is  nd  money  in  the  country ;  and  the  ^^ 
mers  are  unable  to  pay  their  rents.^^ 

Such  is  the  present  state  of  a  country, 
to  which  none  of  the  arguments,  founded 
on  the  assumption  that  excessive  taxation 
is  the  cause  of  the  distress  of  agriculture, 
can  apply.  -  The  fact,  therefore,  oupht 
never  to  be  excluded  from  your  lordships' 
minds,  that  superabundance,  and  the 
agricultural  distress  consequent  upon  it, 
whatever  may  be  their  causes,  are  not 
confined  to  one  country.  They  exist  in 
all  the  countries  of  Europe.  They  exist 
also  in  the  United  States  of  America* 
Every  country,  whether  agricultural,  or 
manufacturing,  or  commercial — whethec 
in  the  north,  or  in  the  south — whetner 
enduring  severe  taxation,  or  wholly  un- 
taxed—^ms  to  be  equally  exposed  to 
the  general  evil,  from  some  cause  here^ 
afler  to  be  considered— I  believe  in  i| 
great  degree  from  the  same  cause ;  but, 
be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  evident  that  the 
existing  distress  is  universal. 

Havmg  directed  your  lordships'  atten- 
tion to  these  fact^,  I  come  now  to  consider 
the  question  of  agricultural  distress,  as  it 
a&cts  this  country.  Bpt,  befoce  I  state 
my  opinion  either  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
distress,  or  as  to  the  measures  which  i^ 
may  be  expedient  to  adopt  for  the  pur** 
pose  of  relieving  it,  it  is  material  to  ob- 
serve that  whether  the  evil  proceeds  from 
natural  or  from  artificial  causes,  palliatives 
and  modifications  are  all  that  the  wisdom 
of  any  legislature  can  apply  to  such  a 
state  of  things.  A  complete  and  imme- 
diate remedy  is  necessarily  beyqnd  oi^ 
power. 

Before,  however,  I  go  to  that  part  pF 
the  subject,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  oi| 
that  pointy  on  iprhich  so  much  stress  i^ 
now  iaid---I  mean  exiM^ske  taxafion^ 
Last  year  the  same  compl^inu  wene  0|#dQ 
of  agricultural  distress— the  introdi^ctioa 
of  foreign  corn  was  then  assigned  as  tbe 
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print^ipal  cause  of  th^  distress.  The  in- 
correct and  partial  mode  of  striking  the 
averages,  ana  other  alleged  causes  of  the 
evil,  were  also  particularised.  But  at 
that  time,  the  amount  of  taxation  was 
never  or  rarely  mentioned  as  the  cause. 
My  lords,  1  knoW  it  to  be  one  of  the 
ffrossest  delusion^  that  was  ever  attempted 
To  be  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  cause  of  the  existing  evil  is 
.  to  be  found  in  excessive  taxation ;  and  I 
am,  therefore,  mbst  anxious  to  consider 
for  a  moment,  what  our  real  situation  in 
that  respect  is. 

It  is  rather  extraordinary,  that,  at  all 
the  public  meetings  which  have  been 
recently  held,  with  on6  exception,  when  a 
fioble  baron  opposite,  very  much  to  his 
credit,  made  some  remarks  upon  the  sub- 
ject, it  has  never  occurred  to  any  one  to 
remind  his  auditors,  what  really  has  been 
the  state  of  the  country,  with  regard  to 
taxation  since  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
It  is  universally  admitted  by  all  parties, 
and  Indeed,  there  is  an  immense  mass  of 
fendence  from  persons  connected  with 
agricultural  concerns  to  prove,  that  agri- 
culture BO  less  than  manufactures  and 
commerce,  was  in  a  most  thriving  state  in 
this  country,  during  the  latter  years  of 
the  last  war.  It  has  not,  however,  oc- 
turred  to  many  of  these  persons  to  recol- 
lect that  since  the  close  of  that  war  a 
fourth  of  the  tvhole  taxation  of  the  country 
has  been  remitted.  No  less  than  five  dnd 
twenty  per  cent  on  the  whole  taxation 
of  the  countrv  has  been  taken  off  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1815,  above 
18,700,000/.  were  at  once  taken  off.  It  is 
true  that  afterwards  taxes  were  imposed 
amounting  to  more  than  3,000,000/. ;  but 
in  succeeding  years  other  reductions  have 
been  made;  and  taking  the  average 
amount  of  the  taxes  to  which  the  country 
has  been  subject,  since  the  termination  of 
the  war,  after  deducting  the  amount  of 
those  since  imposed,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
about  17,000,000/.  less  than  during  the 
latter  years  of  the  war.  And  what  were 
the  taxes  thus  taken  off?  Precisely  those, 
the  remission  of  which  was  calculated  to 
operate  the  niost  directly  in  the  relief  of 
the  country.  A  large  part  of  their 
Amount  consisted  of  the  property  tax. 
My  lords,  in  spying  this,  I  do  not  mean 
to  deny  that  the  remission  of  indirect 
taxes  may  eventually  cause  as  much  relief 
to  the  country  at  large  as  the  remission 
of  dfrect  taxek;  but  the  effect  is,  in  such 
cases,  sloW;  atad  uncertain ;  it  is  not  felt 


in  the  quaHer  in  which  it  is  most  wanted* 
until  a  considerable  time  afterwards; 
sometimes  not  at  all.  .  But  here  we  have 
the  greatest  proportion ;  we  have  three- 
fourths  of  the  wnole  reduction  in  direct 
taxes,  which  must  have  been  felt  prompt- 
ly, since  the  amount  went  directly  into 
tne  pockets  of  the  people. 

My  lords,  I  know  it  may  be  said,  '<  O, 
yes,  this  is  all  very  true ;  you  nave  re- 
duced the  taxation  to  50,000,000/.  from 
70,000,000/.,  which  the  country  formerly 
paid ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
with  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  value  of  our  currency,  50,000,000/.  is 
a  more  grieyous  burthen  upon  the  people 
than  70,000,000/.  in  (he  state  of  things 
which  existed  before  the  reduction.** 
And  this  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of 
the  arguments  founded  on  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  our 
currency.  It  is  a  subject  which  has  been 
frequently  discussed;  but  I  am  quite 
ready  to  allow  that  it  ought  to  be  included 
by  your  lordships,  when  you  are  taking  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  actual  condition 
of  the  country.  The  depreciation  of  our 
currency  at  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the 
bank  committees,  in  1819,  was  not  more 
than  four  per  cent ;  but  making  the  most 
ample  and  extrayagant  allowance  for  the 
depreciation  of  our  currency  which  took 
place  during  the  war,  I  am  prepared  to 
contend,  that  the  relief  which  has  since 
been  afforded  by  the  remission  of  taxes, 
is  fully  equivalent  to  any  disadvantage 
that  may  have  resulted  from  our  return 
to  a  metallic  standard.  And  here  I  must 
observe,  that  when  the  noble  lords  oppo- 
site talk  of  the  depreciation  of  the  cur^ 
rency  durmg  the  war,  they  talk  most 
unfairly ;  because  they  always  refer  to  the 
time  when  that  depreciation  was  the 
greatest.  They  select  a  period  of  two  or 
three  years,  when  the  depreciation  was 
the  greatest,  and  the^y  reason  on  that  as 
the  average  depreciation  of  the  war,  from 
the  time  of  the  original  restriction  on  the 
Bank.  But  I  am  ready  to  [*eet  the  noble 
lords  even  on  that  ground.  I  will  suppose 
that  the  depreciation  of  the  currency 
throughout  the  war,  wa^  that  which  it 
was  stated  to  be  during  the  last  three 
years  of  it,  namely,  ^"fe  and  twenty  per 
cent;  and  I  then  maintain  that,  even  upon 
the  supposition,  that  five  and  twenty  per 
cent  has  been  the  alteration  in  the  value 
of  money  since  the  close  of  the  war,  the 
reduction  of  taxation  has  been  fully  equal 
to  it  in  amount.    The  noble  lords,  there- 
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fore,  have  no  right  to  infer,  that  no  benefit 
has  been  deriYed  from  the  remission.  I 
say  that,  even  if  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency  was  as  great  as  the  noble  lords 
assert  it  to  have  been,  I  have  a  right  to 
contend,  that  all  classes  of  the  community 
have  received  a  direct  and  substantial 
advantaee  by  the  reduction  of  taxation. 
It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  during 
the  years  1812,  1813,  and  1814*,  the  inte- 
rests of  the  landed  proprietors,  and  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  generally,  flourish- 
ed more  than  in  any  other  period  of  the 
history  of  the  country.  I  ask,  then,  even 
if  the  depreciation  of  our  currency  dur- 
ing the  war,  was  as  great  as  it  is  repre- 
sented to  have  been,  whether,  by  the 
reduction  of  taxation,  and  the  consequent 
fall  of  the  price  of  many  of  the  necessary 
articles  of  fife,  the  landed  proprietors  and 
the  agricultural  interest  generally  have 
pot  received  a  benefit  equivalent  to  the 
full  extent  of  that  alleged  depreciation  ? 
Therefore,  my  lords,  in  whatever  view  we 
consider  the  question,  it  appears  that  the 
reduction  of  taxation  which  has  taken 
place,  and  which  is  greater  in  amount  than 
ever  took  place  at  the  conclusion  of  any 
former  war,  is  fully  equivalent  to  any 
change  that  may  have  taken  place  in  the 
value  of  the  currency.  Your  lordships 
cannot  have  forgotten  the  circumstances 
under  which  that  sudden  and  immediate 
reduction  was  effected ;  and  that  it  was 
by  no  means  in  conformity  to  the  opinions 
imd  wishes  of  his  majesty's  government 
that  the  revenue  was  so  hastily  and  mate- 
rially curtailed. 

But,  my  lords,  that  we  may  form  a 
more  correct  judgment  on  the  question  of 
taxation,  let  us  look  at  the  condition  of 
this  country  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  French  war,  and  let  us  look  at  its 
present  condition. — Let  us  first  look  at 
the  amount  of  taxation  now,  and  compare 
it  with  what  it  was  previous  to  the  year 
1792.  Previous  to  the  year  1792,  the 
whole  revenue  of  Great  Britain  was  be^ 
tween  ]6,00(),000/.  and  17,000,000/.  At 
present,  notwithstanding  the  great  re- 
duction of  taxes  that  has  taken  place, 
it  is  about  50,000,000^  But  under  what 
circumstances  has  this  increase  taken 
place?  Has  not  the  wealth  of  the  country 
increased  in  as  great,  or  a  still  greater, 
proportion  than  the  revenue  ?  Is  it  not 
evident,  that  the  chief  evil  of  taxation,  I 
mean,  its  tendency  to  retard  the  growth 
of  the  capital  and  resources  of  the  public, 
Jiais  not  been  operative  in  our  case  ?   My 
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lords,  it  is  not  the  mere  amount  of  taxa- 
tion in  a  country  which  constitutes  that 
evil.  The  amount  of  taxation  must  always 
be  considered  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
portion which  it  b^ars  to  the  produce  and 
wealth  of  a  country.  For  example,  let  us 
compare  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  this 
respect.  The  revenue  of  Great  Britain  h 
50,000,000/.,  collected  from  a  population 
of  14,000,000.  The  population  of  Ire- 
land is  nearly  7,000,000;  and  yet  the 
revenue  of  Ireland  does  not  exceed 
4,000,000/.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
from  the  population  of  Ireland,  there  is 
not  a  sixtn  of  the  revenue  collected,  as 
from  the  same  amount  of  population  in 
this  country.  And  yet  the  taxaticm  of 
that  country  in  respect  to  its  capital,  may 
be  quite  as  considerable — it  may  bear 
quite  as  severely,  as  the  taxation  in  this 
country,  under  the  different  circumstances 
in  which  the  two  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  placed.  The  amount  of 
taxation,  therefore,  must  always  be  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  wealth  in  a 
country,  before  we  can  determine  how  far 
its  operation  is  injurious. 

Now,  my  lords,  if  we  look  at  ,the  com- 
merce and  wealth  of  this  country  at  the 
present  moment,  and  compare  them  with 
Its  commerce  and  wealth  previous  to  the 
year  1792,  we  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  ability  of  the  country  to  bear  the  in- 
creased taxation  which  has  taken  place 
since  that  time.  There  are  few  of  your 
lordships  who  recollect  the  circumstances 
of  the  period  to  which  I  refer.  There 
are  fewer  still  who,  having  participated 
in  the  discussions  which  took  place  at 
that  period  on  the  various  financial  and 
political  interests  of  the  country,  are 
thereby  enabled  to  calculate  and  appre- 
ciate the  present  condition  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  national  industry,  as 
compared  with  their  condition  antecedent 
to  the  French  revolution.  But,  my  lords, 
we  have  documents  on  the  subject  which 
cannot  deceive  us.  Those  documents 
will  show  what  the  real  state  of  the 
country  was  at  that  period,  as  compared 
with  Its  present  condition.  They  will 
show  how  large  a  part  of  the  present 
wealth  of  the  country  has  accamulated 
since,  and  is  absolutely  a  new  creation* 
This  fact  is  so  undeniable,  that  any  man 
who  lived  in  this  country  prior  to  the 
year  1792,  and  who,  having  been  absent 
from  it  ever  since,  were  now  to  revisit  it 
for  the  first  time,  would  find  the  whole 
face  of  the  country  entirely  altered. 
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I  will  take  the  average  return  of  the 
exports  and  imports  for  the  three  years 
antecedent  to  the  year  1790,  and  the 
average  return  for  the  last  three  years. 
The  average  amount  calculated  at  their 
official  value,  of  British  manufactures  ex- 
ported during  the  three  years  ending  the 
5lh  of  January,  1787,  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1788,  and  the  5th  of  January, 
1789,  was  12,852,780/.  The  average 
amount  exported  during  the  three  years 
ending  the  5th  of  January,  1819,  the  5th 
of  January,  1820,  and  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1821  (a  period  including,  as  your 
lordships  will  observe,  an  unfavourable 
year— that  of  1820)  was  40,146,245/. 
The  average  amount  of  imports  for  the 
three  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January, 
1787,  the  5th  of  January,  1788,  and  Ih^ 
5th  of  January,  1789>  was  17,884,104/. 
The  average  amount  for  three  years  end- 
ing the  5th  of  January,  1819,  the  5th  of 
January,  1820,  and  the  5th  of  January, 
1821,  was  36,759,650/.  Here  there  is  an 
incontrovertible  proof,  that  in  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  commence- 
inenC  of  the  last  war,  our  exports  have 
been  more  than  trebled ;  that  they  have 
been  nearly  quadrupled;  and  that  our 
imports  have  been  nearly  trebled. 

If,  my  lords,  we  also  take  into  our  con- 
sideration the  other  branches, of  our  in- 
dustry, inseparably  connected  with  the 
prosperity  of  our  commerce;  and  the 
produce  of  which  has  not  only  kept  pace 
with  the  great  increase  of  our  population, 
but  has  very  much  surpassed  it,  we  shall 
feel  that  the  question  as  to  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  wealth  of  the  country  since 
the  year  1792,  notwithstanding  the 
mighty  exertions  which,  in  the  interval, 
we  have  been  compelled  to  make,  is  com- 
pletely set  at  rest. 

Adverting  now  to  the  state  of  agricul- 
ture, it  cannot  be  necessary  to  remind 
your  lordships  of  the  vast  number  of 
enclosure  bills  which  have  passed  since 
the  year  1792.  Indeed,  every  man's 
observation,  in  passing  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another,  must  be  sufficient 
to  convince  him  of  the  great  and  favour- 
able change  which  has  taken  place  in 
that  respect.  Whole  districts,  and  im- 
mense tracts  of  hitherto  unproductive 
land,  have  been  broken  up  and  tilled. 
In  whatever  direction  we  travel ;  whether 
we  go  to  the  north,  to  the  south,  or  to 
the  west,  we  find  what  were  formerly 
dreary  wastesi  and  commons,  and  sheep- 
walks,  now  brought  into  cultivatioq.    I 
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admit  that  in  many  instances  this  baa 
been  a  forced  operation;  but  what  an 
augmentation  has  it  occasioned  of  public 
and  individual  wealth !  Let  your  lordships 
also  consider  the  sute  of  the  old  lands, 
which  were  in  cultivation  before  the  pe- 
riod to  which  I  have  dluded;  how 
greatly  they  have  been  improved,  and 
how  considerably  their  rents  have  been 
advanced,  continuing  even  at  this  moment 
of  depression,  far  above  the  scale  of 
1792,  notwithstanding  the  recent  reduc- 
tions, which  I  confess  I  think  it  a  great 
misfortune  were  not  made  sooner.  All 
these  facts  prove  the  great  increase  of 
agricultural  wealth. 

But,  my  lords,  there  is  another  branch 
of  the  question  which  shows  the  great 
increase  of  the  national  wealth,  even  with 
reference  to  the  great  increase  of  our 
population,  in  a  manner  that  can  admit 
of  no  deception.  Let  us  examine  what 
has  been  the  increase  in  the  great  excise- 
able  articles  of  consumption.  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  enter  mto  this  inquiry, 
because  I  know  an  impression  has  gone 
abroad,  that  on  one  particular  article 
subject  to  the  Excise,  tnere  has  not  been 
an  mcrease  of  consumption  in  any  degree 
proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the  po- 
pulation and  wealth  of  the  country. 
There  are  certainly  some  articles  re- 
specting which  it  IS  extremely  difficult 
to  draw  a  correct  conclusion  from  the 
amount  of  their  consumption;  because 
that  consumption  may  depend  very  much 
on  an  alteration  in  the  tastes  and  habits 
of  the  people.  That  alteration  may  be 
injurious,  or  it  may  be  beneficial;  but 
still  it  is  an  alteration.  It  may  arise  from 
artificial  causes;  it  may  arise  from 
causes  graduall^r  growing  up  in  the  lapse 
of  years,  but  it  is  not  the  less  real  on  tnat 
account.  Malt  is  one  of  those  articles. 
The  consumption  of  malt  does  not  appear 
to  have  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of 
population ;  but  I  shall  show  you  from 
the  example  of  other  articles  as  highly 
or  more  highly  taxed  than  malt,  that  this 
need  not  be  ascribed  exclusively  or  prui- 
cipally  to  the  augmentation  of  the  duty. 

And  first,  with  respect  to  one  of  those 
articles  which,  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
years,  has  been  in  most  general  use ;— I 
mean  tea*  In  the  years  1787,  1788,  and 
1789,  tea  was  subject  to  a  duty  of  only 
thirteen  per  cent.  That  duty  has  since 
been  raised  to  100  per  cent,  which  is  ita 
present  amount.  Yet  the  increase  of 
consumption  baS|  notwitbatandingy  been 
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Vei^  coDsiderabfe.  The  average  quan- 
tity of  tea  charged  with  duty  during  the 
years  ending  the  5th  of  July,  1787,  the 
5th  of  July,  1788,  and  the  5th  of  July, 
1789,  was  16,626,855  pounds.  The 
Average  quantity  during  the  years  ending 
the  54  of  July,  1819,  the  5th  of  July, 
1820,  and  the  5th  of  July,  1821,  was 
22,656,822  poubds ;  being  a  full  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  population  during 
the  interval. 

The  next  article  that  I  shall  tnention  is 
one  on  which  there  will  be  less  doubt  or 
difficulty  as  to  its  being  a  good  criterion 
of  the  great  increase  of  consumption  that 
has  taken  place  ^- 1  mean  candles.    In 
that  article,  as  it  is  not  one  of  food,  there 
cannot  be  supposed  to  be  an  alteration  in 
the  consumption  arising  from  any  change 
*   '  *     of  the  people.     It 
>  state,  that  in  the 
ee  years  after  the 
chosen  for  one  of 
inny  a  pound  was 
m  candles,  at  the 
t.    Such  a  reduc- 
affected  the  con- 
ht  it  right  to  men- 
quantity  of  candles 
>r  the  three  years 
,  1787,  the  5th  of 
5th  of  July,  1789, 
Is.      That  of   the 
5th  of  July,  1819, 
),  and  the  5th  of 
July,    1821,    was    83,559,087     pounds. 
This  shows  an  increase  in  the  consump- 
tion far  beyond  that  on  which  we  mignt 
calculatCi  in  consequence  of  the  increase 
of  population ;  fOr  if  the  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  candles  had  only  been 
equal  to]  the  increase  of  population,  the 
average  quantitv  consumed  in  the  three 
last  years,  would  have  been  only  about 
68,000,000  pounds,  wliereas  it  Is  above 
83,000,000  pounds.     Such  an  increase 
dearly  indicates  the  improvement  that 
has  t&en  place  in  the  comforts  and  en- 
^yments  or  all  classes,  and  especially  of 
the  poorer  classes  of  society. 

The  next  article  likewise  is  one,  re- 
ifpecting  which  there  can  be  no  fallacy, 
i&nd  it  is  one  likewise  of  universal  con- 
iumptidn— I  mean  soap.  From  the  re- 
turn which  I  am  about  to  read  to  your 
lordships,  the  quantity  of  soap  on  which 
drawbacks  are  allowed  to  the  manufac- 
turet  is  excluded;.  It  comprehends  only 
the  soap  used  for  domestic  purposes.-^ 
The  H^^a^  quantity  of  soap  charged 
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with  duty  in  the  three  years  ending  the 
5th  of  July,  1787,  the  5th  of  July,  1788, 
and  the  5th  of  July,  1789,  was  292,644 
cwt.  The  duty  on  hard  soap  ia  higher 
at  present  than  it  was  at  that  period ;  but, 
nevertheless,  the  average  quantity  charged 
with  duty,  in  the  three  years  ending  the 
5th  of  July,  1819,  the  5th  of  July,  1820, 
and  the  5th  of  July,  1821,  was  643,963 
cwt.  being  again  an  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption, likewise  far  beyond  that  which 
the  increase  of  population  might  seem  to 
have  required.  If  the  consumption  of 
soap  had  increased  only  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  population,  it  would  not 
have  exceeded  408,000  cwt.  whereas  it 
has  amounted  to  643,963  cwt. 

Leather  u  the  next  article  to  which  t 
shall  refer.  The  duty  has  been  doubled 
on  tanned  leather  during  the  war,  and  yet 
the  increase  in  the  consumption  of  lea- 
ther has  been  very  nearly  proportionate 
lo  the  increase  of  pojpulation.  The 
averaee  quantity  of  tanned  leather  charged 
with  duty  in  the  three  years  ending  the 
5th  of  July,  1787,  the  5th  of  July,  1788, 
and  the  5th  of  July,  1789,  when  the  duty 
was  l^d.  a  pound,  was  32,963,376 
pounds.  The  average  quantity  in  the 
three  years  ending  the  5th  of  July,  1819, 
the  5th  of  July,  1820,  and  the  5th  of 
July,  1821,  when  the  duty  was  3</.  a 
pound,  was  43,423,399  pounds. 

The  next  article  to  which  I  would  wish 
to  advert  is  salt;  but  of  this  article  it  is 
very  difficult  to  form  an  accurate  esti- 
mate, in  consequence  of  the  alterations 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  made, 
as  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  duty.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  state,  that  the  in- 
crease in  the  consumption  of  salt  has  not 
been  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  other 
articles  which  I  have  enumerated,  or  to 
the  increase  in  our  population,  being,  a^ 
far  as  can  be  ascertained,  not  more  than 
ten  per  cent. 

The  last  exciseable  article,  to  the  con- 
sumption of  which  I  shall  call  your  lord- 
ships' attention,  is  bricks.  On  bricks, 
there  has  been  a  very  considerable  in- 
crease of  duty.  Nevertheless,  the  average 
quantity  charged  with  duty  in  the  three 
years  ending  the  5th  of  July,  1787,  the 
5th  of  July,  1788,  and  the  5th  of  July, 
1789,  was  only  631,414,709;  while  the 
average  quantity,  in  the  three  years  end- 
ing the  5th  of  July,  1819,  the  5th  of 
July,  1820,  and  the  5th  of  Juljr,  1821, 
was  1,003,066,463;  beings  an  increase, 
tery  much  indeed  beyond  what  the  mere 
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increase  of  populatioo  would  have  de- 
manded, which  might  have  been  only 
386.000,000. 

I  am  awarcy  my  lords,  that  these  de- 
tails must  be  fatiguing  to  your  lordship8,t^ 
but  I  have,  nevertheless,  entered  into 
them,  because  it  is  extremely  mi^terial,  on 
8  subject,  involving  such  important  con- 
siderations, that  your  lordships  should  be 
in  complete  possession  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  1  have  stated  to  your  lordships, 
not  merely  the  actual  amount  of  the 
es^isting  taxation,  but  its  amount,  as  com- 
pared with  the  wealth  and  population  of 
Uie  country.  I  have  shown  your  lord- 
ijhipg,  that  the  alteration  in  the  value  of 
the  currency  can  have  had  no  unfavour- 
able effect  in  increasing  the  burthens  on 
Uie  country,  for  that  \%  has  been  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  reduction  of 
taxation.  I  have  also  shewn  vour  lord* 
ships  what  was  the  state  of  the  country 
^utecedent  to  the  war,  and  have  pom- 
pared  that  state  with  its  present  condi- 
tion. In  the  course  of  my  observations  I 
have  likewise  shewn,  that  the  extreme  de- 
preciation of  our  currency  existed  only 
during  a  short  period  of  the  war,  and  that 
the  amount  of  that  extreme  depreciationi 
which  lasted  only  for  two  or  three  years, 
ought  not  to  be  taken  as  the  average  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  the  war. 

Under  aU  these  circumstances,  Vfkj. 
lords,  I  ask,  and  \  wish  every  one  of 
your  lordships  would  sei^ously  put  (hje 
questipn  to  nimself,  if  not  here,  in  his 
own  closet,  afler  having  consulted  the 
various  details  with  which  I  have  troubled 
you — what  further  relief  t^e  country  can, 
or  ou^ht  to  receive  from  any  practical 
reduction  of  taxation?  I  am  far  firoo^ 
saying  that  a  reduction  of  taxation  is  poti 
desir&le,  upon  other  grounds ;  but  I  cot^- 
tend  that  a  reduction  of  taxation  at  the 
present  moment,  and  under  tfie  present 
circumstances,  would  afford  little,  if  any 
relief  to  the  existing  distress. 

I  begin,  by  assuming,  that  there  is  no 
wish  or  intention  to  be  guilty  of  injustice 
by  violating  the  public  faith  pledged  to 
the  public  creditor.  If  I  were  not  aUowed 
to  assume  this  position,  I  would  say  to 
the  affriculturist — **  You  will  gain  no 
relief  b^  your  injustice,  because,  if  yoi^ 
l^reak  faitn  with  the  public  creditor,  you 
will  ri^in  on^  great  branch  of  consumeiBf 
by  your  end^avoiirB  to  benefit  «oothe.ri 
and  consequently  affect,  at  least  in  imi 
equal  degree,  all  classy  of  producers, 
and  especially  yourselvfSi  the  cultivalors 
of  the  soil.*' 


What  the  agriculturist  really  wants  is  a 
market.  Ask  the  farmer  in  his  sober 
reason,  when  he  is  divested  of  the  delu- 
sions instilled  into  him  by  the  sophistry 
practised  at  public  meetings,  what  it  u 
that  he  really  wants,  and  he  will  tell  you 
<<  a  market.'  But  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  parliament  immediately  to  give  tho 
farmer  a  market  adequate  to  his  wants. 
On^  great  cau«e  of  the  diminution  of  the 
demand,  and  of  tl^e  narrowing  of  the 
farmers  market,  is  thegre^t  but  necessary 
reduction  which  has  taken  place  in  ^het 
public  expenditure.  Iknowthfit  I,  shall 
be  met  here  t^y  the  arguraeijit  of  my  noblct 
friend  opposite,  nord  ^plland)— fn  ai:* 
gument,  the  weight  of  which  I  am  by  ua 
means  disposed  to  undervalue*  My  nobla 
frieind  will  say,  <<  Yom  first  created  an 
unnatural  market  for  the  farmer  dorioe 
the  war,  and  then  you  suddeQ^  deprived 
him  of  it."  Undoubtedly,  my  (01*49,  tbiit 
argument  does  in  a  main  degree  disclose 
the  cause  of  the  distress  which  exists  pot 
only  in  this  country  but  throughout  all 
Europe,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
During  the  war,  and  especially  d^rb^ 
two  QT  three  years  of  the  war,  an  ex* 
penditure  took  pl^ce  which,  if  it  1\bA  con- 
tinued^ must  have  pi^oduced  theo^^^t  &tal 
consequences,  but  wbict^  was  called  for  at 
the  time  by  consideration^  of  soiuidand 
indispensable  national  policy. 

The  e£B3ct  oi  t^t  eappendjture  ^^r^nly 
was,  to  create  for  Uie  n^rmer  m  imnepse^ 
market  for  his  produce.  The  cessatioq  of 
the  demand  ifiust  neces^ily  be  followed 
by  effects  injurious  to  hjm*  Duriqg  the 
last  years  of  the  war,  thp  ^nnu^l  demand 
of  thc^  goven^ipent  of  this  cou^tcy  op  tb» 
market*  for  meat  apd  othj^r  provisions, 
exceeded  2,OPO,000^ ;  at  present  it  doe« 
not  reaph  2Qp,OO0/.  Your  lordships  may 
ea^iljT  cono^iy^  tji^  effect  (^  auch  a  i^ 
dupt|f>n  in  the  dem^qd  fof  the  farmer^a 
produce.  And  this  is  %  mos^  n^riai^ 
point  tp  qonsider;  b^o^use,  althoiigb  I 
admit  th^t  such  4  reduptiqi)  of  the.publH« 
expenditure  as  is  consistent  with  ju9tipe» 
and  with  the  safety  of  the  state,  cm  alooA 

?lace  public  a^urs  on  a  sure  and  solid 
lundtttioui  yet  it  oqgbt  not  to.  be. 
forgotten  Uifit  the  immedinte  effbct  of 
that  redaction  mi^  be,  to  ag^ri^vate  the 

Distress  of;  the  farmer,  by  dimioifhiog  Ibe 
onaud  fpthi^  produce;   for,  esIJWA 
already  obsqrveiti  it  i^  a  vmkfi$,  aud  • 
consuqfier  that  the  farqier  reallly  w aptsl 
'  The  question,  my  lords,  is  not  whether* 
if  we  w€ire  about  to  new  model  tUe  state, 
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we  should  choose  to  distribute  property 
n  it  is  now  apportioned ;  or,  whether  we 
should  choose  to  incumber  ourseWes  with 
a  large  national  debt,  or  with  the  extensive 
mortgage  on  the  land  and  capital  of  the 
country,  which  is  the  teal  and  essential 
nature  and  diaracter  of  that  debt  We 
are  not  to  consider  what  line  of  policy 
we  should  wish  to  pursue,  if  we  were  a 
new  state,  or  in  a  dioerent  condition.  We 
are  in  a  situation  of  a£birs  which  has 
gradually  grown  up  to  what  it  is,  and 
to  that  situation  wc  must  accommodate 
ourselves.  There  are  two  great  classes  of 
individuals  in  the  country,  deriving  their 
aupport  from  the  land — the  immediate 
possessors  of  the  soil,   and  those  who 

Eossess  a  mortgage  on  that  soil.  If  that 
itter  dass  were  to  be  destroyed,  or  if 
any  large  portion  of  them  were  to  be 
destroyed  or  injured,  you  would  destroy 
or  injure  a  very  considerable  body  of  con- 
sumers ;  which,  so  far  from  being  a  bene- 
fit to  the  first  class  would  prove  a  material 
aggravation  of  their  evils,  by  diminish- 
iDg  the  demand  for  the  produce  of  the  land 
itself. 

Let  us  see,  then,  my  lords,  what  the  real 
question  at  issue  is.  We  are  all  agreed 
in  assuming  it  as  a  first  j^rinciple,.  that 
good  faith  must  be  maintained  with  the 
public  creditor.  We  are  also  all  agreed, 
that  the  establishments  of  the  country 
ought  to  be  reduced  as  low  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  country, 
and  of  our  monarchical  constitution.  The 
exact  amount  of  that  reduction  will  best 
be  determined  Inr  an  esaminatlon,  into 
which  at  some  future  period  I  shall  be 
very  ready  to  go ;  being  as  cordially  dis- 
posed as  any  noble  lord  opposite  to  carry 
It  as  far  as  it  ought  to  be  carried,  in  jus- 
tice and  sound  policy.  But,  my  lordls,  if 
we  are  acreed  J^or  so  nearly  agreed  as  to 
render  ue  difference  inaoplicable  to  my 
present  argument)  on  the  two  main 
points  which  I  have  mentioned,  the  ques- 
tion is-7-whether  we  shall  remit  in  taxa- 
tion the  excess  of  our  income  over  our 
expenditure ;  or  in  other  words,  whether 
we  shall  apply  that  excess,  amounting  to 
about  5,000,(XXM.  to  the  maintenance  of 
a  sinking  fund,  or  to  the  reductioa  of 
taxation.  This  is  the  point  to  which  all 
our  attention  must  now  be  directed.  I 
shall  first  consider  it  nnerely  as  a  question 
of  profit  and  loss;  on  which  I  shall  en* 
deavour  to  state  the  argument,  as  clearly 
as  I  am  able. 
In  the  first  place,  my  lords^  let  us  m- 
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quire  what  would  be  the  advantjkge  to  the 
country,  and  above  all,  to  that  particular 
class  interested  in  agriculture,  of  the  re- 
duction of  5,000,000/.  of  taxes.  I  have 
already  shown  the  effect  of  reducing 
18,000,000/.  But  what  proportion  <ioes 
the  sum  of  5,000,000/.  bear  to  the  whole 
revenue,  and  to  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  ?  The  annual  income  of  Great 
Britain,  after  making  allowance  for  the 
reduction  of  rei^,  and  the  diminution  of 
the  profits  of  trade  since  the  war,  may  be 
stated  to  be  from  250,000.000/.  to 
280,000,000/.  The  annual  public  revenue 
is  50,000,000/.  The  proposed  reducu'on 
of  taxation,  therefore,  would  amount  to 
about  a  tenth  of  the  existing  taxation  of 
the  country,  and  to  about  a  fiftieth  of  its 
income.  This  is  the  utmost  extent  to 
which  the  reduction  of  taxation  can  be 
carried.  Does  any  man  seriously  believe 
that  this  woidd  afford  to  the  agriculturist 
a  relief  which  would  be  an  adequate  sub- 
stitute for  that  which  he  wants— a  market 
for  his  produce  ?  No  doubt  it  would  be 
good  as  far  as  it  went ;  but  no  man  can 
suppose,  that  it  would  be  felt  as  a  serious 
benefit ;  and  for  some  time,  perhaps  for 
some  years,  it  might  not  be  felt  at  all. 
So  much  for  the  profit  which  would  accrue 
firom  the  remission  of  those  5,000,000/.  in 
taxation.  But  what  must  we  set  agiunst 
that  profit?  What  would  be  the  loss 
which  that  reduction  would  occasion  f 
No  less  than  the  abandonment  of  the  sink- 
ing fund— that  fund,  which,  I  maintain, 
whatever  may  be  its  amount,  is  the  great 
support  of  public  credit,  llie  immolate 
consequence  would  be,  that  the  interest  of 
money  throughout  the  country  would  be 
raised  instead  of  being  lowered.  Let  your 
lordships  consider  how  the  agricultural 
interests  would  be  afiected  by  such 
change.  The  principal  advantage  of  low 
interest  is,  that  it  enables  those  who  are 
in  difGkmlties  to  relieve  themselves  by 
borrowing  upon  easy  terms.  The  los^ 
therefore,  occasioned  by  this  remission  of 
taxes  would  be  mudi  greater  than  the 
gain,  for  the  gain  would  be  slow  and  im- 
perceptible, while  the  loss  woiidd  be  most 
perceptible,  and  it  would  bear  the  hardest 
upon  that  class  which  is  the  most  dis- 
tressed, labouring,  as  they  da,  under  in- 
cumbrances affecting  the  rentals  of  their 
estates.  Not  only,  my  lords,  sbbuld  we 
be  losinff  on  one  side  what  we  were  gain- 
ing on  the  other,  but  we  should  be  acting 
to  the  prejudice  of  those,  who,  Ctom  their 
situatioui  are  most  entitled  to  relief|  and 
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who  may  be  benefited  even  in  their  pri- 
rate  concerns,  by  the  support  of  our 
public  credit.  If,  therefore,  we  consider 
It  as  a  mere  question  of  profit  and  loss,— - 
whether,  with  a  view  to  individual  relief 
from  existing  pressure,  we  shall  relinquish 
that  which  is  the  great  bulwark  of  public 
credit,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  taxa- 
tion to  the  amount  of  5,000,000/.  1 
cannot  conceive  ihat  any  of  your  lordships 
will  hesitate  a  moment  with  respect  to  his 
dedsion. 

My  lords,  while  I  am  on  this  topic,  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  history  and 
nature  of  the  sinking  fund.  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  do  so,  because  I  perceive 
that  some  very  great  misapprehensions 
have  existed  respecting  it.  1  have  been 
too  many  years  in  public  life  to  concur 
with  a  certain  class  of  persons  with  whom 
It  ieems  to  be  the  fashion  to  undervalue 
and  decry  the  importance  and  efficacy  of 
a  measure,  which  some  of  the  greatest 
•tatesmen  and  the  ablest  financiers  that 
this  country  ever  produced,  united  in 
establishing.  I  am  old  enough,  my  lords, 
to  remember  the  origin  of  the  sinking  fund, 
although  I  had  not  the  honour  of  being 
in  parliament  at  the  time.  I  know  that 
it  was  a  measure  on  which  Mr.  Pitt  pe- 
culiarly prided  himself.  But  although  it 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  not 
by  him  and  his  friends  alone  that  it  was 
supported,  for  it  received  at  that  time  the 
cordial  approbation  of  all  persons,  of  all 
parties  and  descriptions.  I  do  not  believe 
that  partv  has  oflen  run  higher  in  this 
country  than  it  did  in  1786;  but  so  far 
was  this  measure  from  being  objected  to 
by  those  who  were  regularly  opposed  to 
the  administration  of  that  day,  that  no 
one  extolled  it  more  than  Mr.  Fox ;  who 
not  only  approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  as  pregnant  with  great  and  per- 
manent advantage  to  the  country,  but  when 
118^  details  came  to  be  considered,  lent  the 
assistance  of  his  powerful  mind  towards 
its  efficiency,  by  offering  several  important 
suggestions  which,  were  very  thankfully 
received.  In  all  the  discussions  of  that 
period,  and  in  all  the  subsequent  dis- 
cussions in  which  the  subject  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  was  introduced,  down  to  the 
death  of  those  great  men,  there  was  no 
occasion  on  which  it  was  not  as  much 
extolled  by  Mr.  Fox  as  by  Mr.  Pitt,  its 
author  and  father.  It  was  equally  ap- 
proved by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  used  to 
take  a  prominent  part  in  the  financial  dis-  . 
cossions  of  those  dajrs.    I  am  perfectly  I 
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aware,  liowever,  that   some   new  lights 
have  since  arisen  upon  the  subject.    The 
first  doubts,  I  believe,  that  were  thrown 
upon  it  were  brought  forward  in  a  very 
ingenious  work,  of  a  noble  lord  now  ab- 
!  sent  (the  earl  of  Lauderdale),  published 
about   the  year  1803  or   1804^.    There 
afterwards  came  out  a  treatise  on  the  sub- 
ject, written  with  great  ability,  by  Dr. 
Hamilton.    I   admit  the   ingenuity  dis- 
played in  Dr.  Hamilton's  book ;   but  his 
reasoning  has  little  or  no  bearing  whatever 
on  the  proposition  which  your  lordships* 
are   this    night    to    consider.     All    Dr. 
Hamilton's  reasoning  is  directed  against 
the  maintenance  of  a  sinking  fund  in  time 
of  war ;  which  he  contends  to  be  so  much 
loss  to  the  country  without  any  adequate 
advantage.     This  position  Dr.  Hamilton 
maintains    with     considerable     talent. — 
Havine  applied  my  mind  to  the  examina- 
tion of  his  arguments  with  as  much  free- 
dom fronf  prejudice  as  possible,  I  must 
fairly  say  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
ability  which  Dr.  Hamilton  manifests  in 
the  conduct  of  his  argument,   and  the 
weight  to  which  the  sentiments  of  such  a 
roan  are  entitled,  admitting  the  force  of 
his   reasoning  in   some  respects,  I  am, 
nevertheless,  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  country 
to  relinquish  the  operation  of  the  sinking 
fund,  even  during  xvar,    I  am  decidedly 
of  opinion  that,  even  during  war,   the 
good  derived  from  it  much  overbalances 
any  inconvenience  or  loss  that  it  may  oc- 
casion.   For,  my  lords,  this  is  not  a  mere 
question  of  profit  and  loss.    We  must  look 
at  the  moral  effect  produced.    We  must 
look  at  the  effect  which  the  sinking  fund 
produces  on  public  credit.  We  must  look 
at  the  way  in  which  it  multiplies  and 
augments  our  resources ;   and  enables  us 
in  any  war,  as  it'  enabl^  us  in  the  last 
war,  when  we  were  contending  for  our 
existence  as  a  nation,  to  raise  money  with 
facility,  by  way  of  loan,  instead  of  being 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  more 
burthensome,    and,  at    times,  scarcely 
practicable  operation  of  raising  a  large 
part  of  the  supplies  within  the  year.  Such, 
my  lords,  is  the  deliberate  opmion  which 
I  entertain  of  the  value  of  a  sinking  fund 
in  time  of  war,  to  which  question  alone 
the  arguments  of  Dr.  Haradton  are  fairly 
applicable.    But  we  are  now  to  consider 
wliat  is  the  value  of  a  sinking  fund  in  time 
of  peace.    We  are  now  in  a  state  in  which 
It  cannot  be  justly  said,  as  it  has  been 
said  by  some  persons  who  have  followed 
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in  the  track  of  opposition  to  the  sinking 
fund  ihat  we  are  receiving  with  the  right 
hand  and  paying  with  Ihe  left.  When  the 
sinking  fund  consists  of  a  clear  surplus 
of  revenue  above  the  expenditure,  applied 
absolutely  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt, 
such  an  assertion  is  groundless  and 
absurd. 

Consider,  my  lords,  what  roust  be  the 
situation  of  the  country,  circumstanced 
as  it  now  is,  if  the  sinking  fund  should  be 
abandoned.  Are  we  to  go  on,  inter- 
minably increasing  our  debt  in  time  of 
war,  and  abstaining  from  all  reduction  of 
our  debt  in  time  of  peace  >  Is  that  the 
state  in  wliich  any  one  would  desire  to 
see  the  country  ?  No  doubt,  we  all  wish 
to  avoid  war  if  possible.  But,  in  the 
course  of  human  events,  wars  will  occur. 
War  must  necessarily  increase  the  debt, 
and  in  peace,  therefore,  we  ought  to  use 
every  reasonable  effort  to  reduce  it.  Let 
your  lordships  look  at  the  situation  of  the 
other  countries  of  the  world.  Induced  by 
our  example,  every  country  that  has 
created  a  debt,  has  likewise  created  a 
sinking  fund.  Those  countries  especially, 
the  proceedings  of  which,  we  must  always 
regard  with  particular  interest — I  mean 
France  and  America— both  have  sinking 
funds.  France  has  a  sinking  fund,  much 
greater,  in  proportion  to  her  debt,  than 
ours ;  and  the  sinking  fund  of  America, 
it  is  estimated,  will  wholly  redeem  her 
debt  in  twenty  years.  Will  your  lord- 
ships, after  havmg  been  the  first  to  set 
the  example  of  establishing  a  sinking  fund, 
be  the  nrst  to  abandon  it?  Will  yon 
proclaim  to  all  the  world,  that  your  means 
are  bo  reduced — that  your  credit  has 
fallen  so  low,  that  you  must  give  up  the 
sinking  fund,  the  surest  support  of  the 
national  honour,  and  the  best  guarantee 
of  the  national  engagements  ?  Will  you, 
while  your  debt  is  much  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  country  in  the  world,  allow, 
Ihat  you  intend  to  increase  your  debt  in- 
termmably  during  war,  and  to  take  no 
means  of  reducing  it  on  the  restoration  of 
peace  ?  My  lords,  in  every  view  of  the 
jublect— if  we  regard  only  our  policy, 
without  adverting  to  our  sense  of  justice 
—I  do  most  earnestly  hope,  that  you  will 
determine  to  maintain  a  sinking  fund.  I 
hope  it,  in  order  that  we  may  support  our 
own  character  and  consequence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  I  hope  it  for  the  sake 
of  our  posterity ;  that,  if  we  leave  them 
a  large  debt,  we  may,  at  least,  leave  them 
the  meoni  of  gradually  reducing  it.  These 
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are  considerations  which  must  press  the 
more  strongly  upon  us,  when  we  recollect 
that,  as  I  have  already  proved,  if  we  give 
up  the  sinking  fund,  we  gain  compara- 
tively little  by  the  sacrifice.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve, therefore,  that  the  good  sense-— I 
cannot  believe,  that  the  good  feeling  of 
this  country  are  at  so  low  an  ^>b,  that, 
for  the  sake  of  accomplishing  a  reduction  of 
taxation,  the  effect  of  which  would  scarcely 
be  felt  by  the  community  at  large,  they 
would  consent  to  the  destruction  of  that 
fund,  the  credit  of  which,  enabled  us  to 
get  through  the  long  and  arduous  contest^ 
in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  with  un- 
blemished honour  and  ultimate  triumph. 
Having  disposed  of  that  part  of  the 
question  which  relates  to  taxation,  I 
come  now,  my  lords,  to  consider  whether 
any,  and  what  other  measures  may  be 
advantageotisly  adopted  for  the  relief  of 
the  existing  agricultural  distress.  I  have 
already  stated  my  conviction  that  that 
distress  cannot  justly  be  ascribed  to  ex- 
cessive taxation,  and  that  no  reduction 
of  taxation  which  can  possibly  take  place 
would  operate  in  affording  an  adequate, 
or  even  a  sensible  relief.  This,  my  lords, 
is  my  firm  opinion.  I  have  on  former 
occasions  stated  to  your  lordships,  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  cause  of  the  distress, 
under  which  agriculture  labours  through- 
out all  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  es- 
pecially in  this  country.  I  have  stated  on 
former  occasions,  and  I  again  state,  that 
I  believe  it  to  be  attributable,  both  here 
and  in  other  countries,  to  that  excitement 
created  by  a  war  in  which  both  this 
country  and  all  the  other  countries  of 
Europe  had  to  contend  actually  for  exist- 
ence as  independent  nations.  That  ex- 
citement, and  the  wasteful  consumption 
incident  to  all  wars,  but  more  particularly 
to  such  a  war,  naturally  led  to  a  most 
extensive  production  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  articles  of  the  soil.  In  uih  country, 
it  forced  into  cultivation  lands  which,  in 
ordinary  times,  could  not  repay  the  fair 
profits  of  the  capital  expended  on  them. 
Why  should  not  over-production  of  the 
articles  of  agriculture  produce  distress  at 
well  as  over-production  of  all  the  other 
articles  of  trade  ?  In  sugar,  and  other 
West  India  commodities,  in  iron,  in  the 
minor  articles  of  trade  we  frequently  see 
it,  and  why  should  we  be  surprised  at  ita 
occurrence  in  the  produce  of  the  soil, 
when  the  demand  is  sufficient  to  account 
for  it  ?  Does  not  every  one  know,  that 
during  the  hat  war  a  great  portioD  of  the 
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poor  land  of  the  country  was  forced  into 
cultiTation  in  the  manner  I  have  de- 
scribed ?  Does  not  every  one  know  that 
the  situation  of  Ireland  tends  materially 
to  aggravate  the  evils  incident  to  immense 
production  in  Great  Britain  ?  My  lords, 
when  the  com  bill  was  introduced  into 
.  parliament,  I  declared  that,  in  my  opinion, 
Jt  was  less  an  advantage  to  British  than  to 
Irish  produce ;  and  what  is  the  fact  I  Bj 
the  returns, on  your  lordship's  table,  it 
appears  there  has  been  a  considerable  im« 
portation  of  com  from  Ireland  ever  since 
the  Union ;  but  that  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years  the  importation  of  com 
.from  Ireland  has  been  much  greater  than 
ever ;  that  it  has  been  greater  even  than 
I  anticipated:  for  that  it  has  exceeded 
what  some  years  ago  was  the  common 
average  importation  of  corn  into  this 
country  from  the  whole  of  Europe  1 
These,  my  lords,  are  facts  which  cannot 
be  controverted,  nor  can  their  effects  be 
averted  by  any  legislative  enactment. 
The  same  causes  have  been  at  work  in 
Ireland  as  in  England ;  and  now  the  rich 
lands  in  both  parts  of  the  united  kingdom 
press  on  the  poor  lands,  just  as  the  rich 
aettlements  acquired  during  the  war,  on 
the  coast  of  South  America,  press  Upon 
some  of  our  ancient  but  poorer  colonies 
in  the  West  Indies. 

A  noble  earl,  who  presented  a  petition 
the  other  evening,  complaining  of  agri- 
cultural distress,  said,  that  the  existing 
Jpw  prices  were  bene6cial  only  to  Jews 
and  jobbers.  My  lords,  I  was  astonished 
at  this  assertion  from  such  a  quarter. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  government,  and  of  prliament  to 
Jiold  the  balance  between  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  as  even  as  possible. 
I  have  so  much  reject  for  agriculture, 
however,  that  I  will  even  say,  that  if  we 
were  justifiable  iix  throwing  the  weight  of 
a  hair  or  a  feather  into  one  scale  rather 
XhanJnto  another,  it  should  be  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  agricultural  interest. 
But,  my  lords,  the  agricultural  is  not  the 
oi}/y  interest  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  not 
even  the  most  numerous  interesU  Will 
the  noble  earl  say  that  it  is  not  a  material 
advantage  to  the  other  classes  of  the 
people  to  be  enabled  to  buy  meat  at  four 
pence  a  pound,  instead  of  eight  pence, 
and  to  purchase  bread  and  some  of  the 
other  necessaries  of  life  on  terms  propor- 
tionably  cheap  I  Will  the  noble  earl  say, 
that  to  the  various  classes  of  consumers 
in  this  country  such  a  reduction  of  prices 


does  not  operate  as  a  most  essential  and 
sensible  benefit?  I  allow  that  thisadvantage 
to  the  consumer  may  be  carried  too  far. 
I  allow  that  the  benefit  may  in  conse- 
quence lead  to  a  re-action  that  may  more 
tnan  countervail  the  present  advantages. 
I  allow  that  it  may  be  desirable  therefore, 
that  the  manufacturer  should  pay  more, 
and  the  farmer  receive  more,  for  the  pro- 
duce  of  the  soil.  But,  undoubtedly,  the 
consumer  is  in  the  mean  while  a  gainer 
by  the  reduction,  and  it  is  absurd  to  con- 
tend that  he  is  not  so.  The  truth  is  that 
the  thing  must  be  lefl  to  set  itself  right. 
Two  causes  are  continually  at  work  to 
this  effect.  On  the  one  hand,  the  great 
cheapness  of  the  necessaries  of  life  will 
increase  the  consumption  of  them  ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  tiie  absence  of  a  suffi- 
cient profit  to  the  producer  will  diminii»U 
their  production.  These  two  remedies, 
applying  themselves  at  the  different  extre- 
mities, will  at  length,  meet  in  some  point 
of  fair  mutual  advantage  to  both  parties. 
But  this  must  be  the  operation  of  time, 
and  of  natural  causes.  When,  however, 
the  noble  earl  says,  that  the  low  prices, 
incident  to  the  distress  which  agriculture 
suffers  benefit  no  man,  I  answer  that, 
although  I  sincerely  wish  the  distress  did 
not  exist,  I  cannot  be  blind  to  the  fact 
that  th^  certainly  do  benefit  a  great  ma* 
jority  of  the  people.  Do  they  not  benefit 
the  annuitant  and  the  mortgagee,  who 
were,  during  the  war,  the  principal  and 
almost  the  only  sufferers.  In  all  large 
towns,  they  have  occasioned  considerable 
benefit  by  the  fall  of  the  poor-rates.  £ 
have  been  at  some  trouble,  my  lords,  to 
ascertain  the  real  state  of  the  case,  and  I 
can  pledge  myself  to  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement.  In  this  metropolis,  in  which 
your  lordships  are  now  sitting,  never  were 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  in  a  better 
condition  than  they  are  at  the  present 
moment.  So  that,  when  the  noble  corl 
says  that  the  low  prices  incident  to  the 
distress  of  the  africulturist  have  not  been 
beneficial  to  any  body,  he  certainly  labours 
under  a  great  mistake ;  for  that  distress, 
however  much  to  be  lamented  in  itself,  it 
accompanied  by  a  considerable  benefit  to 
a  great  proportion  of  the  people. 

I  come  now,  my  lords,  to  explain  to 
yourlordships,  the  view  which  his  majesty's 
government  take  of  the  measures  which 
are  calculated  to  alleviate  that  distress 
which  cannot  be  wholly  removed. 

In  the  first  place,  my  lords,  I  have  al- 
ready stated  to  your  lordships  tliat  a  con- 
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siderable  reduction  has  been  efllected  in 
the  public  expenditure.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  extraordinary  charges,  growing 
out  of  the  disturbed  state  of  Ireland,  and 
a  deficiency  in  the  funds  of  Greenwich 
Hospital,  that  reduction  would  have 
amounted  very  nearly  to  two  millions.  As 
it  is,  its  actual  amount  exceeds  a  million 
and  a  half.  Whether  or  not  his  majest3r'8 
government  have  gone  far  enough  in 
these  reductions,  it  is  for  parliament  to 
decide.  But  in  the  mean  time,  I  wish  to 
refer  your  lordships  to  the  estimate  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  United  Kingdom  con* 
lained  in  the  report  of  the  committees  of 
finance  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
year  1817.  That  committee,  after  exa- 
mining the  demands  of  the  public  service, 
and  discussing  the  various  branches  of 
the  public  expenditure,  drew  up  a  Re- 
port, in  which  they  stated  17,S50,000/.  to 
be  the  expenditure  below  which  it  was  not 
probable  the  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  reduced.  The  estimates  for 
the  present  year,  however,  are  drawn  on 
a  scale  of  still  greater  retrenchment. 
Their  amount  is  only  16,148,346i. ;  thus 
exhibiting  a  reduction  of  I,201,654>/.  be- 
low the  estimates  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  finance.  Although  I  will 
not  affirm,  that  every  article  of  the  public 
expenditure  haa  been  reduced  to  the  least 
possible  minitnum,  yet  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  say,  my  lords,  that  a  strong  sense  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  country,  and  an 
earnest  wish,  as  far  as  possible,  to  relieve 
them,  have  induced  his  majesty^s  govern- 
ment to  push  retrenchment  further  than, 
1  fairly  confess,  would,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, have  appeared  to  me  to  have 
been  altogether  convenient  or  adviseable, 
with  respect  to  some  of  the  establishments 
of  the  country. 

The  next  measure  to  which  his  majes- 
ty's government  have  directed  their  atten- 
tion, is  one,  which  they  have  always  con- 
sidered an  indispensable  object,  the  se* 
curing  of  a  Sinking  Fund  of  5,000,000/., 
conformably  to  the  resolution  of  parlia- 
ment in  1819.  I  sincerely  hope  and  be- 
lieve, that  the  surplus  of  the  public  reve* 
Hue  over  the  public  expenditure  will 
afford  us  the  means  of  accomplishing  that 
important  object. 

The  next  consideration  which  has  oc- 
cupied the  minds  of  his  majesty^s  govern- 
ment, wishing  most  anxiously  as  they  do 
to  afford  relief  to  the  country  by  the  re- 
duction of  taxation  as  far  as  may  be 
Consistent  with  the  maiotenance  of  the 
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freat  principle  of  supporting  public  cre- 
it,  is  a  reduction  of  the  higher  rates  of  ift' 
terest  on  the  national  debt  ;  and  of  apply- 
ing the  money  thus  saved,  to  the  reouc- 
tion  of  taxation.  Without  entering  fur- 
ther at  present  into  the  details  of  the  sub- 
iect  ^  which  are  probably  known  to  your 
iordsnips),  I  will  content  myself  with  say- 
ing, that,  as  far  as  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment have  hitherto  proceeded  in  their  un- 
dertaking, the  means  which  they  have 
adopted  appear  likely  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  without  the  least  injustice 
to  the  public  creditor ;  and  to  secure  above 
twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
for  the  purpose  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
The  tax  which,  on  various  accounts,  ap- 
pears to  his  majesty's  government  to  be 
the  one,  the  remission  of  which  is  best 
calculated  to  give  relief  to  the  distressed 
portion  of  the  community  is,  a  part  of  the 
malt  tax ;  and  it  is  intended,  therefore,  to 
propose  the  remission  of  so  much  of  tlie 
existing  duty  on  malt,  as  will  be  covered 
by  the  sum  saved  by  the  reduction  of  the 
interest  of  the  debt. 

And  here,  my  lords,  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  further  re- 
lief in  future  years.  We  may  look  for- 
ward, a^  the  funds  increase  in  price,  to  a 
further  reduction  of  the  interest  on  the 
debt.  We  may  look  forward  to  a  conm- 
derable  improvement  in  the  revenue,  the 
result  of  the  progress  of  manufacturee  and 
commerce.  We  may  especially  look  for- 
ward to  a  diminution  oi^  that  great  bnr« 
then  upon  the  country,  which  is  called  the 
dead  expenditure,  consisting  of  half-pay, 
pensions,  and  other  allowances;  and 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  duration  of 
the  late  war,  has  swelled  into  extraordi* 
nary  magnitude.  This  charge,  which  we 
are  bound  by  law  and  by  good  faith  to 
respect,  amounts  to  within  a  fraction  of 
5,000,000/.,  a  sum,  which,  at  no  very  dis- 
tant period,  would  have  defrayed  the  ex- 
pense of  the  whole  of  our  naval  and  mili- 
tary services  in  time  of  peace.  The  mea- 
sure which  imposed  on  the  country  a  con* 
siderable  part  of  that  burthen^  certainly 
did  not  meet  with  my  approbation ;  but, 
nevertheless,  it  is  an  obligation  which  we 
are  pledged  by  law  and  by  good  faith  not 
to  violate.  However  we  may  certainly 
look  forward  to  the  gradual  reduction  oi 
this  burthen,  it  roust  be  considered  as  con«> 
sisting  only  of  life-charges,  in  the  nature 
of  annuities;  that  it  is  continually  dimi- 
nishing in  amount;  and,  that  although 
that  duninution  has  been  hitherto  doW|  H 
must  soon  be  rapidly  accelerated. 
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There  is  a  point  connected  with  this 
part  of  the  subject,  on  which,  my  lords,  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words.  In  the  year 
1819,  parliament  came  to  a  resolution, 
that  it  was  expedient  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
credit,  that  there  should  be  a  sinking  fund 
of  at  least  5,000,000/.  in  amount.  At 
that  time,  I  expressed  my  opinion,  that  it 
was  highly  desirable  the  sinking  fund 
should  amount  to  one  per  cent  on  the 
whole  capital  of  the  debt.  But,  m^  lords, 
we  must  always  draw  a  line  of  distmction, 
between  that  which  is  desirable,  and  that 
which  is  indispensable.  The  proper  sum 
necessary  for  supporting  public  credit,  is, 
in  some  degree,  an  arbitrary  question.  At 
any  rate,  parliament  ought  steadily  to  ad- 
here to  its  resolution  of  applying  the  sur- 
plus of  5,000.000/.  to  the  sinking  fund. 
Whether  the  gradual  accumulations  of 
this  fund  ought  to  go  to  the  increase  of 
the  sinking  fund,  or  the  reduction  of  tax- 
ation, is  a  question,  which,  it  will  certainly 
be  open  to  barliament  to  determine  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  It  appears  to 
me,  not  to  be  advisable  to  lay  down  any 
absolute  rule  by  anticipation,  which,  on 
the  one  hand,  may  prevent  parliament 
from  appropriating  that  accumulation-  to 
the  sinking  fund,  until  the  fund  has  reach- 
ed a  certain  point ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
may  preclude  parliament  from  applying  it 
to  the  retief  of  any  incidental  pressure  on 
the  country. 

My  lords,  I  now  come  to  a  proposition, 
on  which  a  considerable  difierence  of  opi- 
nion has  been  expressed  by  the  noble 
marquis  opposite,  and  by  other  noble 
lords  —  I  mean  the  loan  of  4,000,000/. 
from  the  Bank  of  England  to  his  majesty's 
government,  for  the  purpose  as  it  was  sup- 
posed of  enabling  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  make  such  advances  to  parishes, 
on  the  security  of  their  rates,  as  may  con- 
duce to  the  relief  of  the  agricultural 
interest.  But  before  I  explain  the 
views  which  his  majesty's  government 
entertain  on  this  subject,  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  recall  ^our  lordships'  attention  to 
what  passed  in  1819,  when  the  bullion 
committee  recommended  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank. 

Your  lordships  well  know,  that  on  that 
occasion  the  connexion  between  his  ma- 
jesty's government  and  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  advances  which  had  been 
made  by  the  latter  to  the  former,  became 
the  subjects  of  much  discussion.  Pre- 
viously to  the  meeting  of  parliament,  it 


was  proposed  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  my- 
self, to  repay  to  the  Bank  of  England  five 
or  six  millions  of  those  advances ;  a  sum 
which  we  had  reason  to  believe  would  be 
sufficient  to  enable  the  Bank  to  carry  into 
effect  without  any  risk  or  embarrassment, 
the  intended  measure.  In  the  bullion 
committee,  however,  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  urged  so  strongly  the  repayment  of 
a  larger  portion  of  those  advances ;  they 
urged  so  strongly  the  repayment  q€ 
the  sum  of  10,000,000/.,  that  although  I 
believe  most  of  the  members  of  the  com* 
mittee,  and  amongst  them  two  noble  lords 
opposite,  thought  that  the  demand  made  by 
the  Bank  was  unnecessarily  large;  yet  at  the 
same  time,  in  consideration  of  the  import- 
ant operation  which  was  about  to  take 
place,  it  was  conceived  to  be  better  that 
the  Bank  should  have  to  the  full  extent 
of  what  the  directors  imagined  necessary 
to  execute  the  operation  in  question  witn 
perfect  safety.  Your  lordships  may  re- 
collect that  af\er  the  report  of  the  bullion 
committee  had  been  presented,  I  stated 
that  I  thought  the  demand  made  by  the 
Bank  was  unnecessarily  large ;  but  that  I 
was  reconciled  to  it  by  what  passed  in  the 
committee,  with  respect  to  the  probabi- 
lity that,  in  the  event  of  the  general  cir* 
culating  medium  being  found  insufficient, 
the  Bank  would  lower  their  rate  of  dis- 
count. It  was,  allowed,  my  lords,  on  all 
hands,  that  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the 
circulating  medium  was  inadequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  country,  it  would  be  better 
to  increase  it  through  the  medium  of  dis- 
count, than  by  a  further  issue  of  exche- 
quer bills ;  and  if  your  lordships  will  look 
at  the  evidence  given  before  the  bullion 
committee  of  1819,  by  one  of  the  most 
experienced  directors,  you  will  find,  that 
on  the  question  being  put  to  him,  "  In 
the  event  of  the  issues  proving  insufficient 
what  mode  the  Bank  could  adopt  to  in- 
crease their  issues;'*  the  answer  was,— 
*<  by  discounting  to  the  public  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest.'  Under  those  circum- 
stances, and  with  that  expectation,  I  be- 
came reconciled  to  the  demand  made  by 
the  Bank. — Now,  my  lords,  although  I 
am  ready  to  give  the  Bank  of  England 
full  credit  for  the  purity  of  their  motives, 
and  to  believe  that  they  always  act  on  the 
best  judgment  they  are  able  to  form,  for 
the  advantage  of  their  constituents  and 
the  public,  I  still  must  say,  that  it  does 
appear  very  extraordinary  to  his  majesty's 
government,  and  I  imagme  must  appear 
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y^ry  extraordinary  to  your  lordshipt,  and 
to  the  public,  that  at  this  moment,  when 
the  market  rate  of  interest  is  not  more 
than  four  per  cent,  the  Bank  refuse  to 
discount  at  a  lower  rate  than  five.  What 
renders  this  circumstance  the  more  inex- 
plicable is  the  fact  which  is  known  to 
every  body,  that  from  a  period  of  three 
or  four  months  after  the  presentation  of 
the  report  of  the  bullion  committee  in 
1819,  the  course  of  exchange  with  foreign 
countries  has  been  highly  favourable  to 
this  country.^  An  immense  quantity  of 
treasure,  therefore,  must  have  been  flow- 
ing into  the  coffers  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. The  quantity  of  gold  thus  lockdl 
up  by  the  Bank,  and  their  refusal  to  dis- 
count at  less  than  five  per  cent,  must 
certainly  be  extremely  injurious  to  them, 
and  if  to  them,  to  the  public  at  large, 
more  especially  to  that  distressed  portion 
of  the  public,  the  agricultural  interest. 

Under  these  circumstances,  however, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  induce  the 
Bank  to  lower  the  rate  of  interest  on  their 
discounts,  conformably  to  the  expectation 
which  was  held  out  in  1819,  his  majesty's 
government  resolved  on  borrowmg 
4,000,000/.  on  exchequer  bills  from  the 
Bank ;  with  a  view  of  applying  that  sum, 
in  some  manner^  to  the  relief  of  the  coun- 
try. Whether  that  can  best  be  done  by 
lending  money  to  the  different  parishes 
on  the  security  of  their  rates,  or  by  ad- 
vancing money  for  the  carrying  on  of 
public  works,  conformably  to  the  measure 
which  was  advantageously  resorted  to 
some  years  ago,  or  whether  it  may  not  be 
ndvisable  to  have  recourse  to  both  those 
operations,  are  questions  which  yet  re- 
main to  be  determined.  His  majesty's 
government  feel  that  no  sound  objection 
can  be  made  to  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  which  is  the  same,  al- 
though the  application  may  be  different, 
as  that  which  was  recognised  and  adopted 
some  years  ago,  when  exchequer  bills  to  a 
larger  amount  were  issued  for  the  relief  of 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  dis- 
tress. The  chief  object  which  his  majes- 
ty's government  have  in  view,  is  not  so 
much  the  adoption  of  this  or  that  parti- 
cular measure,  as  the  adoption  of  any 
measure  which  will  have  the  effect  of  get- 
ting these  4,000,000/.  into  general  circu- 
lation. We  do  not  imagine,  my  lords, 
that  this  proposition  will  immediately  re- 
lieve the  distress  of  the  country.  We  do 
Dot  expect  that  it  will  work  wonders.  But 
we  trust,  that  it  may.  palliate  an  cvO, 
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which  only  natural  causes  and  the  opera- 
tion of  time  can  wholly  remove.  This  sura, 
be  it  remembered,  is  not  wanted  for  the 
supplies  of  the  year.  It  is  not  wanted  for 
any  government  services.  The  only  ob- 
ject of  his  majesty's  sovernment  is,  to 
extend  and  quicken  the  general  circu- 
lation. In  order  to  prevent  the  occur- 
rence, from  this  measure,  of  any  inconve- 
nience or  difficulty,  which  might  affect 
the  present  system  of  our  currency,  it  is 
proposed  to  be  one  of  the  regulations  ao- 
companyioe  it,  that,  in  the  event  of  any 
unfavourable  turn  in  the  exchanges,  the 
Bank  shall  have  the  power  of  recalling 
each  million,  at  an  interval  of  three 
months,  on  giving  notice  of  their  intention 
to  do  so ;  a  provision  which,  I  conceive  is 
fully  sufficient  to  guard  against  all  possi- 
ble danger  on  that  score.  The  whole 
measure  is  an  expedient,  which,  from  the 
first,  appeared  to  me  to  be  well  calculated 
to  mitigate  the  evil  which  most  loudly 
calls  for  relief;  and  nothing  that  I  have 
yet  heard  upon  the  subject  has  tended  to 
alter  my  opinion.  Under  other  circum- 
st^ces,  such  a  measure  might  have  been 
rendered  unnecessary.  If,  for  instance, 
the  Bank  had  consented  to  lower  the  rate 
of  discount,  such  a  measure  might  not 
have  been  required ;  but,  under  the  cir^ 
cumstances  which  I  have  described — the 
Bank  still  persevering  in  their  refusal  to 
discount  at  a  less  rate  than  five^  per  cent 
^I  conceive,  that  it  is  a  measure  calcu- 
lated to  alleviate,  in  some  degree,  the  ex- 
isting distress. 

There  is  only  one  other  point  on  which 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  trespass  on  your 
lordiihips  patience,  and  that  is,  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  corn  laws.  Your  lord- 
ships are  aware,  from  the  votes  of  the 
House  of  CoDfinions  on  your  table,  that  a 
committee  has  been  appointed  in  the  other 
House  of  parliament,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  those  inquiries  which  were 
instituted  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
on  this  subject  I  should  deceive  your 
lordships,  if  I  stated  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
any  material  or  immediate  relief  can  be 
afforded  by  any  alteration  of  those  laws. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I  may  fairly  say, 
that  it  appears  to  me  probable  that,  with- 
out departing  from  the  principle  on  which 
the  com  laws  are  founded,  some  modifica- 
tion of  that  principle  may  be  attended 
with  advantage.  It  has  certainly  been 
felt  by  many  persons  who  are  well  ac- 
quaint^ with  the  subject,  that  the  present 
system  is  defective  in  this  respect^  namely, 
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that  UDtil  cotn  reaches  a  certaiD  price,  say  ; 
as  to  wheat-— eighty  shillings  a  quarter,—  i 
it  gives  a  complete  monopoly  to  the 
British  grower ;  and  thai  then,  it  suddenly 
permits  the  importation  of  foreign  corn, 
wholly  free  from  any  check  or  restraint ; 
so  that  instead  of  admitting  a  gradual 
supply  proportionate  to  the  public  demand, 
the  opening  of  the  ports  throws  large  mas« 
ses  of  foreign  corn  at  once  into  our  mar- 
kets, and  produces  all  the  evils  which  may 
be  supposed  to  arise  from  an  abrupt  tran- 
sition, from  DO  importation  to  an  unlimited 
supply.  If  any  modification  of  the  law 
can  be  effected,  by  which  the  importation 
may  be  r^ulated  by  a  gradual  scale  of 
duties,  so  as  to  prevent  these  sudden  and 
violent  fluctuations,  I  freely  confens  that  I 
see  no  objection  to  such  a  measure.  At 
all  events,  it  is  highly  proper  that  the  pre- 
sent laws  should  undergo  au  examination, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far  they  are 
susceptible  of  improvement.  But  it  would 
not  be  dealing  fairly  with  the  country  to 
bold  out  an  expectation  that  any  altera- 
tion in  them  can  be  productive  of  any  great 
and  immediate  relief. 

My  lords,  having  now  gone  through  all 
those  topics  which  I  have  felt  it  necessary 
to  bring  under  your  lordships  considera- 
tion, I  shall  conclude,  by  moving  for  the 
papers  which  I  am  desirous  to  lay  before 
your  lordships.  1  have  stated  my  opinion 
as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  existing 
difficulties,  and  of  the  causes  from  which 
they  have  arisen.  I  have  also  stated  the 
measures  which  his  majesty's  government 
propose  for  their  mitigation,  in  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  of  certain  branches  of 
the  subject,  I  am  aware  that  I  differ  from 
some  of  your  lordships.  But  there  are 
two  points  on  which  we  all  agree.  I  rea- 
dily admit — ^first,  that  our  establishments 
ought  to  be  reduced  to  as  low  a  scale  as 
may  be  compatible  with  our  monarchical 
<u)nstitution  and  the  safety  of  the  country 
— and)  secondly,  that  every  reduction  that 
can  be  made  m  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  consistently  with  the  above  ob- 
jects, and  with  the  security  of  public  faith, 
should  be  attended  with  a  corresponding 
reduction  of  taxation.  But,  'my  lords,  I 
must  place  by  the  side  of  these  admissions, 
the  assertion  of  another  principle,  which 
I  deem  so  indispensable,  that  upon  it  I  am 
determined  to  stand  or  fsM-^the  steady 
maintenance  of  an  efficient  tinking  Jund. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving  for 
certain  papers  similar  to  those  moved  for 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  marquis 
of  Londonderry. 


The  Marquis  of  Lansehwn  began  by  ex*^ 
pressing  his  satisfaction,  that,  the  noble 
earl  had  himself  brought  forward  the  state- 
ment which  he  (lord  Lansdown)  would 
otherwise  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  have  cal- 
led for,  but  which  came  better  from  a 
minister  of  the  Crown  than  from  himself  or 
any  of  his  friends.  On  the  statement  and 
reasonings  of  the  noble  earl,  he  should  feel 
it  necessary  to  make  some  comment ;  and 
he  rose  thus  early  in  the  debate,  because 
he  considered  that  he  had  in  some  manner 
provoked  the  dincussion  on  which  their 
lordships  had  entered.  There  was  one 
point  on  which  the  noble  earl  was  bound 
to  explain  his  sentiments  fully.  The  noble 
earl  had  alluded  to  the  fashionable  opi- 
nions of  some  individuals,  and  to  the  tra- 
vels of  others,  in  support  of  the  doctrine, 
that  taxation  had  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  the  prevailing  evils  under  which  the 
country  laboured.  He  knew  very  well 
that  some  political  economists,  and  certain 
noble  lords  in  that  and  the  other  House  of 
parliament,  considered  the  effects  of  taxa- 
tion as  being  extremely  light.  Tbe>  stood 
prepared  to  hold  out  this  delusion  to  the 
public,  not  merely  that  taxation  produced 
no  unfavourable  result,  but  that  its  exis- 
tence was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  favourable 
circumstances  of  this  country.  As  this 
was  the  case,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
state,  that,  without  overlooking  any  of  the 
arguments  which  were  advanced  on  the 
other  side— >  without  losingsight  ofanyofth^ 
inquiries  which  had  been  made  by  those  whd 
supported  the  doctrine  he  had  alluded  to 
— ^be  had  come  to  as  deliberate  a  convic- 
tion as  the  noble  earl  had  done,  that,  with 
the  cause  of  the  present  distress,  and  the 
best  mode  of  rdieving  it  hereafter,  th6 
amount  of  taxation  was  inseparably  con- 
nected. It  required  no  great  acquaintance 
with  any  author  who  had  written  on  the 
subject,  or  with  any  roan  who  had  ever 
thought  on  political  economy,  to  perceive 
that  the  effect  of  taxation  was,  to  produce 
high  prices,  not  to  lower  them.  This  was 
generally  found  in  connexion  with  heavy 
taxation.  Such  a  state  of  things  arose 
from  slighting  those  sound  maxims  of 
political  economy,  by  which  a  nation  ought 
to  be  governed,  and  the  consequences  of 
departing  from   which  were   constantly 

S resenting  themselves  at  every  man's  door, 
lany  favourable  circumstances  he  belie- 
ved to  eiiist  in  the  country,  which,  if  pro- 
perly  attehdfti  to,  would  produce  unequi- 
vocal benefft.  He  heard,  with  pleasure, 
that  oar  manoGEictQres  were  again  in  a 
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flouriihing  f  tate ;  and  the  great  object  to 
be  pureu^  was,  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  would  have  a  tendency  to  increase  and 
secure  consumption.  Measures  of  that 
description,  which  would  effect  a  radical 
cure  of  the  evil,  were  worih  all  the  tem- 
porary expedients  which  the  noble  earl 
could  propose.  He  feared,  however,  that 
the  noble  earl  felt  insuperable  objections 
to  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  as  he 
would  recommend. 

The  view  he  was  prepared  to  take  of 
the  question  was,  that  the  amount  of  taxa- 
tion in  this  country  formed  the  great  ob- 
stacle to  its  recovery  from  the  state  of 
distress  in  which  it  was  plunged.  The 
noble  earl  admitted,  that  distress  existed 
to  a  considerable  extent;  but,  while  he 
allowed  this,  he  stated  also  that  portions 
of  the  community  were  partial  gainers. 
The  noble  lord  had  argued,  and  he  belie- 
ved he  was  in  some  degree  correct,  that, 
more  or  less,  the  present  evil  affected 
other  parts  of  the  world.  But  in  his  opi- 
nion the  distress  did  not  affect  foreign 
coimtries  in  so  severe  a  degree  as  it  pres- 
sed upon  this.  If  he  were  to  offer  any 
opinion  of  bis  own,  he  would  say,  that  in 
France,  for  instance,  notwithstanding  the 
address  of  the  chamber  of  deputies— an 
address  carried  by  the  opposition  in  that 
country  against  the  wish  of  the  ministers, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  there- 
fore relied  on  as  unquestiodable  authority 
by  the  noble  earl — notwithstanding  what 
was  there  stated,  he  would  appeal  to 
every  person  who  had  recently  visited 
France,  to  declare  whether  that  country 
—although  there  might  be  an  occasional 
depression  in  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce— ever  exhibited  a  greater  decree  of 
prosperity?  Sure  he  was,  that  if  any 
man  proposed  in  France  the  measure  which 
the  noble  earl  had  stated  in  that  House— 
that  of  throwing  a  great  part  of  the  land 
out  of  cultivation  for  the  purpose  of  rai- 
sing the  price  of  agricultural  produce- 
be  would  not  be  attended  to  with  patience. 
That  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
doctrines,  and  roust  lead  to  the  most  ex- 
traordinary results,  that  could  possibly  be 
dontemplated*  Yet  the  noble  earl  had 
repeated  to  their  lordships,  that  a  dimin- 
ished production  was  the  only  efiicient 
measure  that  could  be  resorted  to— that 
without  it,  there  was  no  remedy — without 
ity  there  was  no  hope.  With  inspect  to 
the  advantages  possessed  bjPthis  country 
over  others  to  which  the  noble  earl  had 
alluded,  he  would  say  little.    It  was  im- 
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possible,  in  that  House,  without  docii«eDti» 
to  institute  an  accurate  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  different  parts  of  Europe.  But 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  part  of  the  noble  earl's  speech,  in 
which  he  more  particularly  referred  to  a 
passage  extracted  from  the  evidence  given 
before  the  agricultural  committee,  where 
the  witness  stated,  <<  that  local  cauaea 
were  in  existence,  which  gave  rise  to  con- 
siderable distress  abroad.'*  The  individual 
stated  the  countries  through  which  he  had 
travelled,  and  it  would  be  well  to  consider 
what  those  existing  and  mischievously 
operatinff  local  causes  were.  One  of  the 
parts  he  had  visited  was  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope. Now,  if  it  had  been  customary  for 
this  country  formerly  to  import  the  corn 
of  Poland  and  other  northen  states,  and 
if  the  necessity  for  such  an  importation  no 
longer  existed,  it  was  not  difficult  to  see, 
that,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  demand  for 
the  grain  cultivated  in  those  countries 
must  be  diminished.  The  same  remark 
would  apply  to  Flanders  and  the  north  of 
France,  to  which  the  noble  earl  had  ad- 
verted ;  and,  beside  the  diminution  of  de- 
mand occasioned  by  the  non-exportation 
to  England,  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
there  were  now  no  longer  an^  armies  of 
occupation  on  foot,  which  circumstance 
must  still  farther  lower  the  demand  for  the 
produce  of  the  farmer.  These  circum- 
stances, however,  were  not  at  all  applica- 
ble to  the  state  of  England. 

He  would  say  nothing  farther  relative 
to  the  distre'ss  which  afflicted  other  coun- 
tries, or  to  the  remedies  that  might  be 
applied  to  it ;  but  he  would  proc^  to 
consider  what  remedy  could  be  applied  to 
the  distress  whicli  it  was  admitted  existed 
in  our  own.  And  here  he  experienced 
considerable  satisfaction  in  reflecting,  that 
though  he  and  the  noble  earl  were  some- 
what at  variance,  with  reference  to  the 
effect  of  taxation,  yet,  with  respect  to 
one  very  important  point,  the  practical 
application  for  relief,  they  did  not  differ 
at  all ;  for,  at  the  same  moment  that  the 
noble  earl  argued  that  taxation  was  not 
the  cause  of  the  present  distress,  he  ad- 
mitted fully,  that  it  was  most  desirable  to 
remove  the  weight  of  taxation  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Now,  it  imdoubtedly  could 
not  be  8U|>posed,  that  caxation  to  the 
amount  of  fiAy  millions  eould  have  do 
effect,  one  way  or  the  other,  on  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country ;  and  if  it  were  felt 
that  such  a  mass  of  taxes  did  not  operate 
as  a  benefit  to  the  empire,  it  must  be  al- 
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lowed  that  it  had  an  etil  tendency,   by 
interfering  with  all  the  monied  transac- 
tions of  tne  community.    The  noble  earl 
had  alluded   to   some  circumstances   as 
proTing  the  apparent  wealth  and  resources 
of  the  country.    He  asked,  whether,  when 
traYeliing  from  one  part  of  England  to 
another,   large  tracts  of  land  were  not 
seen  under  the  plough,  where  previously 
no  mark  of  cultivation  could  be  seen? 
This  brought  him   to   one  great   point, 
most  intimately  connected  with  the  state 
of  the  country'.    Was  it  not,  he  demanded, 
the  application  of  an  extraordinary  sti- 
mulus in   the   course  of  the   last  war, 
which  rendered  those  previously  barren 
places  productive?    And  was  it  not  the  i 
alteration  of  that  system  which  now  placed 
the  cultivator  in  such  a  situation  that  he 
could  not  procure  remuneration  for  his 
produce  ?    He  agreed  with  the  noble  earl 
in  the  fact  that  a  great  quantity  of  poor 
land  had  been  brought  into  cultivation, 
but  he  dissented  from  the  deduction  which 
the    noble    earl    drew    from   that   fact; 
namely,  that  where  there  appeared  to  be 
a  superabundant   production,   a   dearth  i 
should  be  effected  by  artifidal    means. 
The  evil  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  I 
remedied  by  taking  lands  out  of  cultiva-  | 
tion,  but  by  raising  the  consumption  so 
as  to  make  the  produce  and  the  demand  | 
meet  each  other.    The  noble  earl   had 
dwelt  with  much  force  on  the  increased  < 
wealth  and  resources  of  the  country :  but  i 
if  that  increase  were  indeed  so  great  as  ! 
had  been  represented,  why  was  distress  I 
10  prevalent  ?     With  respect  to  Ireland,  | 
there  appeared   to    be  an  enormous  in-  ! 
crease  of  population,  even  greater  than 
in  England.    But,   while  there  was  this 
increase  of  population  there,  as  well  as 
an  incretse  of  produce,  why  had  not  the 
powers  of  consumption   been    also    in- 
creased?    Because  the  inability  to  con- 
sume was  continued  by  severe  taxation.  < 
The  people  of  that  country   were   not 
wealthy ;  and  the  consuming  population 
had  not  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
general  population.    If  it  were  otherwise, 
they  would  themselves  make  use  of  a 
great  part  of  that  corn  which  was  now 
exported  to  the  British  market.    That  ex- 
portation tended  to  increase  the  dearth, 
which  was  tbe  principal  evil  under  which 
Ireland  laboured,  and  to  whicfi  mieht  be 
traced  her  present  disturbed  and  lamen- 
table situation. 

^  Feeling,  then,  the  most  decided  con- 
viction, that  in  considering  the  distress  of 
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the  country  they  must  necessarily  be  led 
to  the  amount  of  taxation,  and  having, 
to  a  certain  degree,  the  countenance  of 
the  noble  earl,  who  admitted  that  it  waa 
necessary,  though  on  other  grounds,  to 
diminish  that  taxation  as  far  as  possible* 
he  now  came  to  the  consideration  of  the 
mode  in  which  that  object  could  be  ob- 
tained. There  were  four  different  ways, 
more  or  less  pointed  to  in  the  speech  of 
the  noble  earl.  First,  by  a  diminution  of 
taxes;  and  one  mode  of  effecting  that 
diminution  was  by  the  legitimate  reduc- 
tion of  the  interest  of  the  national  debt. 
He  said  the  **  legitimate  reduction'' .  of 
that  interest  ?  because  he  had  in  view  the 
proceeding  which  the  noble  earl  had  most 
properly  patronized.  The  second  mode 
(and  he  stated  it  only  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  his  entire  disapproval  of  such 
plan)  was,  by  diminishing  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt,  contrary  to  existing 
laws  and  contracts.  The  third  was,  a 
proper  application  of  the  principle  of  pre- 
form and  retrenchment  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  government,  which  the  noble 
earl  stated  to  have  been  carried  to  a  very 
considerable  extent ;  and  the  fourth  was, 
the  applicationjof  that  which  was  palled  the 
sinking  fund,  with  respect  to  which  much 
diversity  of  opinion  existed.  As  to  the  first 
operation — that  of  reducing  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt  in  the  mode  adopted  by 
Mr.  Pelham,  and  of  which  the  noble  earl 
approved — he  felt  much  gratification  that 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  were 
such  as  rendered  it  feasible,  whatever 
hardship  it  might  inflict  upon  some  indi- 
viduals. Certainly  such  an  alteration 
could  not  be  effected  without  producing 
some  degree  of  hardship ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  must  be  considered,  that 
those  who  invested  money  in  this  stock, 
did  so  with  the  knowledge  that  they  were 
liable  to  all  those  hardships  and  contin- 
gencies that  might  be  connected  with  its 
original  formation.  There  was,  however, 
one  part  of  the  plan  of  which  he  did  not 
approve.  He  thought  it  would  be  more 
creditable  for  a  great  country,  and  more 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  Exche- 
quer, if  on  this  occasion  individuals  had 
not  been  required  to  record  their  dissent* 
This  part  of  their  plan  was  opposed  to 
that  of  Mr.  Pelham.  Under  his  bill,  all 
those  who  assented  stated  their  assent; 
but  the  present  measure  demanded  a  dis- 
sent; and  if  circumstances  prevented  ^n 
individual  from  expressing  it  in  due  tiroe^ 
the  law  would  compel  hioi  to  act  as  if  ho 
3A 
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hdd  tftttnted.  He  thetefbre  thought  tbt 
optito  should  not  hAfd  been  offered  itk 
this  iray.  His  obj^ctSon  Wtot  merely  to 
thift  part  of  the  medsure,  ftud  was  ti6t  at 
Ul  of  It  ^neral  n^tare.  —  The  secdnd 
mode  next  came  to  be  considered.  Now, 
with  regard  to  ftov  hope  bt  te\\e(  which 
might  be  received  from  k  f  eduction  of  the 
ihterest  due  to  the  public  creditor,  ex- 
cept as  authorized  by  eicisting  contracts 
tind  lawiy  he  waA  as  ready  ^  the  noble 
eari  to  eiiter  his  protest  agftinSt  imy  such 
i-emedy  being  entertained  in  that  House. 
A  country  might  possibly  be  placed  In 
such  n  situation  as  to  be  deprived  of  all 
iheans  of  paying  Its  debt.  He  was» 
howerer.  Very  far  nrom  entertaining  such  a 
gloomy  view  of  the  situation  of  this  coun* 
try  at  present;  and  while  they  were  not 
in  such  a  melancholy  state,  they  #ere 
bound  by  every  principle  of  honour,  of 
policy,  of  morality,  and  of  every  thmg 
Connected  with  honour  and  momiity,  to 
lee  that  justice  was  done  to  the  poblio 
creditor.  That  House  and  the  dthet 
House  of  parliament  were  alike  bound  to 
6pp086  such  a  suggestion  as  that  to  which 
he  had  adverted,  rrom  whatsoever  quarter 
it  might  come.  If  he  were  so  unfortunate 
in  to  hear  that  a  propoattlon  of  thiit  nature 
was  contemplatea,  he  would  bd  found  in 
bis  place,  and  he  hoped  the  noble  eaii 
$ho  would  be  at  his  post,  ready  to  oppose 
With  all  his  might  and  power,  a  principle 
io  entirely  subversive  or  public  credit  and 
pt'osperity.    [Hear,  bear.1 

Then  the  third  mode  of  reUef  which 
offered  itself  was  that  reduction  in  the 
l»knenditure  of  the  country,  which  the 
noble  earl  informed  them  had  already 
been  carried  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
tt  would  be  impossible  for  him,  or  for 
any  of  their  lordships,  to  argue  how  far 
retrenchment  might  justly  be  carried, 
Without  having  before  them  the  necessary 
fletails  and  estimates.  At  the  same  time, 
be  might  be  idlowed  to  lay,  without  any 
imputation  of  want  of  diarity  or  cftndour 
towards  the  noble  earl  opposite,  and  other 
noble  lords,  that  they  did  not  appear  very 
anxioos  to  clu>ry  the  principle  or  rettenc!^- 
toekit  hito  effect.  How  often  bad  they 
auted  in  that  House,  that  his  majesty's 
government  had  gone  to  the  very  utmost 
itretch  of  retrenchment  I  Had  they  not 
tailed  on  individuals  to  point  out  In  what 
asanner  farther  retrencnment  could  be 
safely  effected  ?  And  now,  having  made 
Iretrenchments  which  a  year  or  two  ago 
they  treated  as  impossible,  he  thought  be 
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had  a  right  to  suppose  that  still  great«*t 
l^trenchments  mignt  be  effected  by  the 
vigilance,  and  resolution  of  pertiament. 
He  still  looked  ibrwahl  to  retrenchment 
hi  the  various  departments  of  the  state» 
as  affording  an  opportunity  for  a  consi^ 
derable  diminution  of  the  public  expen^ 
diture;  Subject,  however,  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  noble  earl^  (hat  such  dim!* 
nUtioU  would  c6ntract  one  species  of  con- 
sumption. It  would  do  so,  however,  by 
substituting  inotber  and  a  more  whole^ 
some,  vigorous,  and  beneficial  consomn- 
lion.  *^ 

This  brought  him  to  the  fburth,  mrhit 
topic,  on  which  the  nnble  earl  had  dwelt 
at  very  Considerable  length,  conceivbg 
h  to  be  of  greater  importance  than  those 
of  which  he  had  already  disposed.  Before 
he  entered  on  the  subject  of  the  sinking 
fund,  it  was  right  that  he  hhd  the  noble 
earl  should  perf\^ly  untterstand  each 
other  in  regard  to  the  question  be  Wae 
about  to  hitroduce.  In  many  of  the  dia- 
ctnstons  #hith  had  tftken  jpltice,  formerly 
and  recently,  fn  that  and  the  other  House 
t>f  parlitoiebt,  en  this  subject,  there  was 
a  looseness  of  statement,  an  toblgt^y  df 
expression,  which  appeared  to  be  very 
usefbl  to  ministers.  Therefbre,  prior  t6 
his  gnbg  any  ftrther,  the  question  he 
Wished  to  ask  was  this:— '<Hftve  we  a 
Sbkin^  fiind,  or  have  we  not  ?**  When  he 
sahi,  that  on  this  point,  a  very  ambiguotkft 
mode  of  statement  was  adopted,  he  did 
tiot  speak  lightly.  In  support  6f  his  as- 
sertion, he  couldf  refer  to  doctraiettts  pro^ 
duced  by  minbterS  hi  that  and  the  other 
House  or  parliament  When  it  appeat^d 
convenient  ibr  ministers  to  boaat  of  a  large 
shiking  fund,  then  the  countiy  Was  toM 
that  it  consisted  of  the  sum  of  lltOOOfiOOL 
w^which,  by  a  singular  fiction,  was  hdd 
nut,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  as  workhig 
Wonders,  when  it  really  was  not  workini 
at  all.  But,  when  ministers  found  it 
netessaiy  to  state  that  the  income  of  the 
tountry  exceeded  its  expenditure,  then 
this  bnrge  sum  was  resorted  to  hi  proef  of 
the  assertion,  but  without  any  mention 
behog  made  it  its  applicability  to  the  re- 
demption of  the  netiond  debt;  and  they 
were  told,  that  the  country  possessed  a 
clear  surplus  revenue.  Novr  he  irishdl 
thb  point  to  be  cleared  op ;  atid  be  wenlfl 
ask,  "Have  we  an  income  betow  the 
expenditure,  and  a  large  sum  tied  op  by 
various  acts  of  pariiament,  and  applicab& 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  or  have  we 
a  large  tarples  above  the  etpenditiM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TIK]       and  ike  Fkmdti  M€0wmjpr  its  ROitf.       H^.  %i^  l^SH, 

4^  «0  tmqr  mirfpriate  tm  we  cboote  for  priociplefl  pf  ^pfdienfgr  And  poli^ 
tbf  bmefit  of  the  coMQtrv  r  Thipwaaa 
qiieftioii  vhich  had  al^aay  been  answered 
ipi  efieot^  hy  the  coodiict  of  his  m^'esty's 
goferameat*  If  evrer  ihere  was  a  ^o?ern- 
ment  that  had  set  aside  all  the  principles 
lajd  dowo  bjf  Mr.  Pitt  for  ihe  forination 
of  a  paat  sinking  fiiod  ia  this  country, 
from  tone  to  time,  in  war  and  in  peacei 
ia  adversiiy  and  in  prosperity,  it  was  the 
ptpsopt  governsnent.  He  spoke  of  that 
which  w»M  on  record.  Let  them  go  back 
tp  the  bill  of  1813.  Was  that  no  depar- 
lure  from  the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt  ?  On 
this  point  he  could  ^uote  the  authority  of 
a  ifeoileman  whose  opinions  had  great 
ireight  with  government.  He  alluded  to 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  whose 
sentiments  on  this  subj^ect  were  recorded 
better  than  the  debates  in  parliament 
generallv  were.  They  all  knew,  that 
whfo  me  chaocellor  of  the  exchequer 
proposed  to  take  a  large  sum  from  the 
ainkiog  fund,  for  the  puqiose  of  avoiding 
addUiooal  taj^tion,  Mr.  Hu^klsson  de- 
plarad  '' that  Mf.  Pitt's  sinking  fund  was 
br^kaa  in  upon.''  He  invoked  the  name 
pf  Mr.  Pitt,  and  he  called  on  every  friend 
Ip  |hal  statesman's  principles,  to  defend 
Ihe  sioking  fund  from  the  rapacitv  of  the 
cjiianc^r  of  the  exchequer.  The  plan 
/the^  proposed  was,  however,  carried  into 
«ffiict ;  and  the  habit  which  nad  prevailed 
4>f  taking  the  sinking  fund,  again  and 
Maia^  confirmed  the  opinion  of  those  who 
thought  that  the  measure  of  181 S  annihi- 
iMfd  the  principle  on  which  that  fund 
was  establuhed..  The  late  proceedings 
aupported  the  measure  of  1813,  and  in  one 
r^pect  went  bevoqd  them;  for  they 
operated  against  the  limi^tioos  laid  down 
in  the  act  of  181S  iuelf.  What  did  the 
noble  earl  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
fiptchequer  do,  when  the  fund  was  last 
made  use  of?  They  determined  to  go 
back  to  the  act  of  1802,  and  adopt  the 
firinoiple  then  held  by  Mr.  Pitt^-that  of 
appropriati<ig  a  sum  of  one  per  cent*  on 
every  loaPf  hy  which  it  would  be  liquida- 
ted m  4»5  years.  This  was  considered 
to  be  a  sort  of  quibble.  But,  whether  it 
w^  or  not«  did  government  now  adhere  to 
the  principle  of  redeemiag  each  loan  in 
4^  years?  The  noble  earl  knew  that  this 
principle  had  been  done  away ;  and  that 
ihe  slaking  fund  could  no  more  cet  rid  of 
tbe  def;»t  in  f 5  years,  than  it  coum  answer 
ior  the  whole  expenditure  pf  the  ^untry 
m  ^e  uext  session  of  parija^ient.  In  the 
view  pf  {nii^e^,  it  was  d^ejppad  right,  pn 


vm 

prmcipies  pt  ^peoiency  ana  poiipv.  to 
ffive  up  tbe  surnlws  of  th^  siakiog  mn4[ 
for  the  bepeBt  of  the  fuodbolder,  as  well 
(he  would  pdpijt)  M  for  the  interest  pf 
the  community  at  larg^;  (fep^uQe,  with 
tbe  latter  interest,  tl^^toftlm  fundholder 
was  Inseparably  ponnectedt  He  trusted 
the  fupdnolder  woi^ld  ponsider  it  his  best 
interest  to  meet  those  pft)>e  CQipmunitv 
in  general;  ppd  that  bp  woald  ftej,  t))a( 
the  best  aeeurityi  both  for  W  principal 
and  interest,  wa^  to  fre  found  in  tPP  grow- 
ingprosperity  of  the  state. 

Tliis,  therefore,  brpught  bim  to  tbe 
poQsideratioQ  of  tbe  present  sinttmg  fund. 
If  considered  merely  wjtb  respept  to 
figures,  the  pripciple  pf  the  »ipkin^  fun4 
seemed  tp  ^%\  pn  tlip  ippst  logical  prin^ 
ciples;  but  Its  defects  bad  beep  pomted 
out  by  Dr.  Hamiltopy  although  tbat  indi- 
vidual did  not  give  due  wpi^ht  to  the 
effect  which  the  sepdipg  into  circulation, 
at  stated  periods,  lar^  massel  pf  moaeyp 
must  have  on  tne  credit  pf  a  oountrj* 

{particularly  in  the  article  pf  negotiating 
cans.  It  was  truot  the  principle  op 
which  the  sinking  fund  hpd  bepn  onginall]^ 
formed,  had  been  long  dope  away;  bu^ 
stilly  for  reasons  which  he  could  not  uur 
derstand,  for  reasons  which,  from  year 
to  year,  beeame  more  preposterous,  al« 
though  the  pripeiple  was  thrown  aside,  aU 
the  machiper^.  and  ^1  the  inoonvenienpe 
connected  with  that  machinery,  were  sufr 
fered  to  remain.  Could  they  imagine  any 
thing  less  calculated  to  impose  op  the 
understanding  ci  ^ny  man,  much  less  oo 
the  acute  pnderstanding  of  the  stpcki- 
holder,  than  thp  practice  pow  pursued  l 
Could  any  person  suppose,  because  tbp 
chancellor  of  the  efcheqper  pvery  year 
tpok  a  sum  of  money  from  ppo  pocket 
and  placed  it  ip  anotlipr,  that  therefore  a 

treat  benefit  resulted  to  the  money  mar- 
et?  Visionary  isums  could  produce  pp 
effect  on  thp  market;  and  pf  the  sinkio|^ 
fund  a  very  small  portiop  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  liquidation  of  tne  national 
debt :  the  rest  was  expended  in  the  public 
service.  They  might  be  told,  that  it  waa 
convenient,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  have 
the  command  of  such  a  aum ;  but  while 
they  were  using  it  in  this  way,  they 
should  take  care  not  to  c^l  it  a  sipking 
fund.  Nothing  could  be  more  absurd. 
It  reminded  nim  of  Lord  Peter  in  the 
<<Tale  of  a  Tub,"  wbo^  while  he  was  in- 
viting his  brptberf  tP  eat  brepd,  declared 
that  they  should  not  have  any,  unleis 
they  awore  that  ^y  l^i^T^  it  to  hjp 
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inuttOD.  With  respect  to  the  alleged 
effect  of  the  sinking  fund  in  depressing 
the  rate  of  interest,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  produced  no  such  effect.  He 
should  hate  no  objection  if  the  sinking 
fund  were  extended  to  4,000,000/.  or 
5,000,000/.,  provided  he  was  satisfied  that 
those  5,000,000/.  were  indispensably  ne- 
cessary  to  keep  down  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  to  keep  up  the  public  stocks.  But 
what  did  he  learn  from  experience  ?  The 
noble  lord  and  the  country  knew  well, 
that  for  some  lime  past  there  was  no  such 
thing  in  reality,  but  merely  the  name  of  a 
sinking  fund.  Let  them  examine  the 
statement  laid  on  the  table  by  the  noble 
early  relati?e  to  the  expenditure  and  in- 
terest, for  the  year  1819;  and  they  would 
find  that  far  from  there  bein^  any  indis- 
pensable necessity  for  a  sinkmg  fund  of 
5,000,000/.  in  order  to  depress  the  rate 
of  interest,  there  was  in  fact  only 
1,500,000/.  Had  the  smallness  of  the 
sum  any  effect  on  the  national  funds  ?  He 
believed  it  woiild  be  found,  that  not  only 
did  the  price  of  stocks  remain  stationary, 
|>ut,  what  was  of  more  importance,  that 
the  rate  of  interest  in  the  general  money 
market  was  not  affected  in  the  slightest 
degree  in  consequence  of  the  insignifi- 
cance of  the  sinking  fund.  The  fact  was, 
that  wherever  the  rate  of  profit  was  \ow^ 
there  the  interest  of  money  would  also 
be  low,  without  any  adventitious  aid.  If 
any  thing  existed  which  would  induce 
those  who  nossessed  money  to  lend  it  on 
mortgage  for  less  than  five  per  cent,  the 
liouse  might  be  assured  that  it  was  not  to 
be  sought  for  in  the  operation  of  any 
sinking  fund.  No;  when  the  rate  of 
profit  was  low,  it  forced  money  on  the 
land.  The  sinking  fund  had  no  effect  on 
mortgages;  but  reduced  profits  bad  a 
very  great  effect  on  them.  Let  the  noble 
earl  apply  these  facts  to  the  conclusion 
which  he  had  just  come  to,  when  he 
pointed  out  the  danger  of  withdrawing  a 
fund  which  had  already  been  withdrawn 
to  so  great  an  extent,  and  he  would  per- 
ceive that  his  conclusion  was  not  accurate. 
When  the  sinking  fund  was  17,000,000/., 
and  a  part  of  it  was  mado  use  of  for  the 
public  service,  they  heard  very  little  of  a 
breach  of  the  public  faith  ;  there  were 
but  few  appeab  to  the  name  of  Mr.'  Pitt ; 
no  person  exerted  himself  to  save  it  from 
the  hands  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer ;  but  the  moment  they  came  to  the 
mysterious  number  five— so  soon  as  it  was 
reduced  from  17,000,000/.  to  5,000,000/ , 
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then  it  was  considered  lacnlegioas  to 
touch  it!  Having  then  gone  with  the 
noble  earl,  in  regard  to  the  sinking  fund, 
from  17,000,000/.  down  to  8,000,000/. 
and  even  to  4,000,000/.,  the  House  was 
now  to  be  told,  because  the  surplus  had 
reached  5,000,000/.,  that  there  would  be 
an  end  of  public  faith  if  the  sinking  fond 
were  invaded:  that  the  whole  edifice  of 
the  state  would  be  ruined  and  subverted 
if  any  attempt  were  made  to  apply  the 
5,000,000/.  in  any  other  way  than  in  that 
which  was  dictated  by  the  noble  earl. 
The  noble  earl  next  asked  whether  any 
man  in  the  country  would  contend  that 
the  remission  of  4,000,000/.  or  5,000,000/L 
of  taxes  could  produce  any  great  relief  to 
the  country  ?  But,  had  not  the  man  thas 
appealed  to,  a  right  to  turn  round  upon 
the  noble  earl,  and  ask  what  great  emect 
such  a  sinkinc  fund  could  produce  upon 
the  national  debt  ?  The  average  duiiatioa 
of  peace  might  be  calculated  at  six  years ; 
and,  would  the  application  of  four  or  five 
millions,  annually,  occasion  such  an  extra- 
ordinary diminution  of  the  public  debt  as 
to  enable  the  government,  at  the  end  of  the 
six  years,  to  meet  a  war  with  firmness  and 
confidence  ?  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  noble  earl  had  been  advisedly 
obscure  upon  the  point  whether  the 
5,000,000/.  applied  to  the  sinking  fund 
would  be  attended  with  a  corresponding 
relief  to  the  country  from  taxes.  [The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  said  something  across 
the  table  not  audible  at  the  bar.]  He 
understood  the  noble  earl  to  say,  that  that 
matter  would  be  open  to  the  decision  of 
parliament;  but  unquestionably,  if  any 
thibg  were  meant,  it  must  be  understood 
that  the  country  must  look  prospectively 
to  some  relief.  He  wished,  however,  to 
take  it  most  favourttbly,  that  relief  would 
be  given  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
5,000,000/.,  and  then,  at  the  opening  of  a 
war  in  six  years,  the  country  would  be 
in  this  situation— The  debt  would  be 
800,000,000/.,  the  sinking  fund  would 
have  reduced  it  to  the  '  extent  of 
40.000,000/.,  and  the  country  would  thus 
have  been  redeemed  from  taxes  to  the 
extent  of  1,200,000/.  Thus  ineluding  the 
abandonment  of  the  malt  tax,  after  six 
years  of  peace,  and  the  annual  application 
of  5,000,000/.  to  the  sinking  fund,  in  1828 
the  country  would  actually  find  itself 
burthened  with  more  taxes  than  it  had 
paid  in  1818.  He,  therefore,  called  upon 
the  house,  if  there  was  atnr  thing  in  the 
arguments  he  bad  used  in  uvour  of  relief 
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from  taxation,  if  lie.  bad,  in  any  respect, 
succeeded  in  showing  that  all  possible  im- 
j^ulse  should  be  given  to  the  consumption 
of  articles  now  taxed,  not  to  delay  that 
relief  for  six  years,  when  at  the  end  of 
that  period,  out  of  50,000,000/.  of  taxes, 
only  1,200,000/.  would  be  removed. 
With  the  utmost  diffidence,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  tlie  opinion  of  the  noble  earl,  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that  in  his  view 
the  removal  at  the  present  moment  of 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  4*  or  5,000,000/* 
would  be  attended  with  much  more  ex- 
tensive advantages  to  the  distressed,  than 
any  thing  that  could  be  gained  by  an  in- 
significant diminution  of  the  pubUc  debt. 
In  the  latter  case,  the  operation  was  simple 
and  direct ;  but  in  the  former,  the  ope- 
ration was  both  direct  and  indirect:  it 
was  two-foldj  and  it  was  impossible  to  as- 
certain, with  any  precision,  to  what  degree 
the  removal  now  of  5,000,000/.  of  taxes 
might  increase  the  consumption  of  the 
country.  When  the  noble  earl  called 
upon  his  opponents  to  state  to  what  the^ 
looked  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt  he  f  the  marquis)  was  ready  to  adroit, 
that  he  thought  the  country  in  a  condition 
of  depression  and  suffering,  that  justified 
an  experiment  relying  upon  the  natural 
resources  of  the  empire.  He  entertained 
the  opinion  (and  though  he  might  be 
mistaken,  he  held  it  as  confidently  as  he 
could  hold  any  opinion)  that  if  an  im- 
pulse were  now  given  to  consumption,  by 
removing  taxes  to  the  extent  of  4i  or 
5,000,000/.  upon  articles  of  necessity,  at 
the  end  of  a  few  years  there  would  be  a 
very  large  surplus  revenue — perhaps  much 
larger  than  that  now  contemplated  in  the 
project  of  ministers.  Individuals  would 
thus  be  placed  in  a  situation  of  greater 
affluence  and  ease,  and  the  increased  and 
increasing  surplus  might  be  then  safely 
applied  to  the  diminution  of  the  public 
debt.  He  might  be  wrong — the  noble 
earl  might  be  wrong ;  but  he  thought  that 
-  parliament  would  be  justified  in  trying 
the  experiment  boldly. 

With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  earl,  on  the  subject  of  the  loan  from 
the  Bank  of  England,  he  could  hardly 
suppose  the  noble  earl  and  his  colleagues 
serious,  when  they  contended  that  it  would 
give  any  direct  assistance.  Least  of  all 
*  could  he  think  them  serious,  when  they 
suggested  the  loan  as  a  means  of  parochial 
relief.  It  could  only  lead  to  needless 
'  extravagance  in  parishes  for  a  time,  which 
must|  in  the  end,  be  followed  by  an  aug- 
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mentation  of  the  original  evils.    If  by  any 
means  the  circulation  of  the  country  could 
be  safely  increased,  it  might  be  attended 
with  beneficial  consequences.    The  great- 
est care  must,  however,  be  taken,  not  to 
raise  that  circulation  above  its  natural 
level.    If  it  were  so  raised,  the  result  of 
issuing  the  4*  or  5,000,000/.  could  only  be, 
that  gold  to  that  extent  would  be  forced 
out  of  the  country ;    and  when,  by  una- 
voidable fluctuations,    it    returned,  the 
greatest  dangers  might   result  from  the 
violence  of    the    operation.    After    the 
fullest  reflection,  he  entertained,  in  con- 
currence with  the  noble  earl,  all  bis  origi-* 
nal  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  change 
effected  in  currency.    Not  that  he  did 
not  feel  the  extent  to  which  it  had  inter- 
fered with  private  contracts — not  that  he 
did  not  feel  the  unequal  pressure  of  the 
alteration  on  different  classes ;  but,  looking 
back  to  the  state  in  which  we  were,  pre- 
vious to  its  adoption,  he  saw  no  other 
mode  by  which  the  nation  could  have  been 
extricated.    It  could  not  escape  from  its 
situation  without  the  trial  of  some  calami- 
tous experiment;    and  the  more  it  was 
delayed  the  more  imminent  was  the  dan- 
ger.   Having  resorted  to  this  measure, 
and  having  completed  it,  parliament,  he 
considered,  was  bound  to  adhere  to  It, 
and  to  persevere  in  the  principle  of  a  me- 
tallic standard.    Whether  that  standard 
should  be  gold  or  silver,  was  one  of  the 
subordinate  questions  into  which  it  was 
not  necessary  now  to  enter.    Upon  that 
subject,  as  well  as  upon  the  duty  of  par- 
liament to  the  public  creditor,  he  enter- 
tained the  most  distinct  opinion.    He  was 
equally  clear  that   some  other  remedy 
ought  to  be  found  for  the  distresses  of  the 
country,    and  especially  of  agriculture, 
than  withdrawing  lands  from  cultivation, 
and  throwing  hands  out  of  employment — 
He  had  now,  not  without  considerable 
anxiety,  discharged  his  duty,  by  the  dis- 
tinct statement  of  his  feelings  and  impres- 
sions at  the  present  crisis ;    and  he  had 
only  to  repeat,    in  conclusion,    that  it 
would  be  more  advantageous  generally  to 
the  country,  more  effectual  in  its  relief  to 
the  suffering  classes,  and  equally  safe  to 
the  public  creditor,  if  all  the  relief  con- 
templated in  the  course  of  the  next  six 
years  were  at  once  afforded,  by  which  a 
new  impulse  would  be  given  to  capital  and 
industry.  Events,  of  course,  mignt  occur, 
that  no  man  could  foresee ;   but  at  least 
the  project  he  suggested  gave  a  fair  chance 
of  important  benefit. 
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I^ofi  Kinf  comoiMicedy  by  ridteuUiig 
the  maomr  in  which  the  Tiut  promites  ot 
minister^  had  beea  fulfilled.  He  also 
adverted  to  the  notioo  so  induatrioualy 
pfomulgated  oo  the  other  side,  that  to 
move  uses  waa  to  hasten  ruiat  He 
asid,  that  in  the  vear  181 1,  the  House  of 
Cofnmoas  bad  tnoaght  fit  to  pqt  upon 
record  the  optaiooa  of  a  T^rjr  grave  per- 
aonege  (no  less  a  man  than  the  chancellor 
ef  the  exchequer)  oo  the  subject  of  the 
eurreney;  for  a  readution  had  beenea* 
lered  en  the  jouroals»  stating,  **  that  in 
public  estknaiion.  Bank  notes  are  eqoal  in 
valoe  to  gold»''  In  the  same  way  he 
should  sufgest,  that  it  would  be  wise  in 
the  House  of  Lords  to  regiater  the  opinion 
of  Che  first  lord  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  now  under  consideration^  aid  it 
might  be  done  in  aomething  like  tb^  fol-» 
lowiRg  terms :«-«  Resolved,  that  in  public 
esttmation*  ibe  amount  of  taxation  has  not 
HI  My  de^nee  contribuled  to  tbe  exiatiog 
distfosset  tbat  taxation,  is  aoeviL^that 
Ihough  France  end  Holland  have  also  an 
exoeai  of  produoe,  their  excess  has  ocoa* 
eianad  muoh  happiness^  and  our  excess 
mattb  miaery-'-*4hBt  tbe  only  fit  mode  of 
idieviog  that  misery  is  by  the  reduction 
4»f  the  rate  of  interMi  and  tbat  ibe  appli- 
^eationof  eaurplaa  of  6,000,000^  to  the 
einkkig.  f4iBd  will  most  effectually  aocom- 
|Nlish  that  object.^^  The  leadioff  article 
90  tbe  aMntsterial  creed  w«s»  *<  I  believe 
4hat  iaxatioa  is  not  the  cause  of  distress;" 
amd  tbe  noble  earl  bad  taken  infinite  pains, 
by  reference  to  Holland  and  wAjnerica^ 
and  by  the  hicky  windfaU  of  tbe  address 
#f  tbe  French  chamber  of  deputies,  to 
piove  ihat  other  oountriea  were  suffering 
tte  this  firom  an  excess  of  prodpction. 
fiaroeof  the  kingdoms  of  Asia  were  idao 
aevei^  distress^  end  might  have  beem 
brought  forward  bad  Ibey  auilied  the  pur- 
poses  of  the  noUe  ear) :  but  (beir  distress 
flfss  oecnsiofied  by  tbe  too  )»%e  draughts 
snade  by  the  government  upo«  tbe  if^ui- 
Uf  ef  the  people.  Such  was  precisely  tbe 
coodftion  ^Ureat  Bdtain.  If  he  uoder- 
atood  tbe  aigument,  H  was  tbaa>^<<  Tax- 
atioQ  10  not  tbe  cauae  of  diatreaa,  because 
It  does  not  ^odttce  cheap  prioea,  end  ihe 
chgnpiwar  of  produce  %%  ine  ooeaaiofi  of 
the  existing  euSarings."  The  jiobie  earl, 
however,  seemed  to  forget  that  iaxatien 
increased  tbe  cost  of  raismg  the  ftvitmti^ 
and  tbat  cos^  end  nothing  else*  was  ahe 
TCsd  cause  of  the  diatress*  The  noble  earl 
ai^oed,  that  4he  newly^eaiicloaed  leods 
should  not  be  cultivaftedi;   but  \»m  hap* 
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peoed  it  tbat  oven  tbeoU  landa  could  not* 
now  be  cultivated  ?  They  gave  no  proGtf 
and  that  which  for  a  century  bad  been  a 
source  of  growing  emolument,  now  paid 
no  rent  at  all«  Tbo  noble  esrl  boafted  of 
tbe  reductiona  of  taxation  already  made; 
but  if  they  had  not  been  made^  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  country  ta 
have  gone  on.  When  the  noble  earl  said 
tbat  tbe  taims  had  been  reduced  to  n 
greater  degree  than  the  country  suffisred 
by  an  alteration  of  the  currency,  did  be 
mean  to  deny  tbat  the  indirect  taxes  of 
the  Excise  bad  been  amazingly  aug^ 
mentedy  within  the  last  twenty  years? 
Did  not  these  aflfect  tbe  coat  of  raising  the 
produce  of  tbe  aoll4  Leather,  soap, 
candles,  tea*  and  malt,  were  all  necessaries, 
and  the  taxei  upon  these  had  all  their 
prejttdtoial  operation.  Miniaters  rested 
upon  three  prmciples;  first,  that  excessive 
taxation  was  not  the  cause  of  distress  $ 
next,  that  relief  was  to  be  expected  only 
from  reducing  the  rate  of  interest;  and 
thirdly,  that  tho  application  of  the 
5*000^000/.  to  tbe  sinking  fund  would 
jneduce  ibo  rate  of  interest  all  over  the 
fciegdomr  $ueb  were  tbe  doctrinep 
pneiched  by  mioisters,  for  tbe  last  six 
years*— with  occasional  varieties  and  tran- 
aient  absurdities,  ^  be  sure ;  but  still  they 
bad  generally  atuck  to  their  text.  Ono 
of  their  affreeabie  varietiea  was,  that  o 
juperabundisnt  population  was  the  cause 
of  the  distress ;  out  this  Boon  yielded  to  |i 
euperabuadanpe  of  produce,  and  that  to  a 
auperabundanceofgold.  For  six  years, 
however,  the  three  principles  be  bad 
mentioned  bad  been  more  or  less  preached 
9B  gospel,*  and  in  aorae  instances  they  ha4 
been  sweUowed  with  as  much  imfdicit 
faith  as  ministers  could  desire.  Ministe- 
rial pamphlets  and  newspapers,  ministeiial 
acr3>blers  and  runners,  bad  long  main- 
tmned,  that  taxation  was  no  evil,  and 
caiused  oo  distrem ;  and  it  was  a  positisin 
srell  auited  fi^r  tbo  knaves  who  profited  by 
it,  imd  &>r  the  £qk>18  who  were  ruined  hf  it. 
Even  parliamentary  oHiJorities  bad  been 
found  pliant  enough  to  admit  it;  but  after 
alU  come  the  red  difficulty,  and  it  was 
tbis«<-that  government  bad  extracted  too 
maeh  firom  tfio  indnstrioue  and  productive 
to  give  lit  >to  the  Mle  ao4  uoproductive. 
So  Mi^ge  0  portico  of  the  gross  produoe  pf 
the  bi9d  was  taken  from  those  who  raised 
jit,  that  a  auScient  rem^eratioo  far  them 
WAS  not  left  behind^  Perhaps  the  nob^e 
«tfl  mjgbt  fonlewl*  4h?it  ibore  v^ea  u^ 
louob  oapitBl;  ind  he^cp^ld,  wdoutHed)y» 
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find  it  Tery  e&sjr  to  drive  the  capital  otit 
of  the  country.  Soch  were  tbe  glorious 
abfturdities  of  this  new  school  bf  political 
economy!  tt  might  tuot  be  difficult  to 
reduce  the  Country  cTen  to  a  worse  con- 
dition than  at  present ;  but  even  if  the 
produce  were  diminished,  and  the  capital 
ejcpelled,  hereafter  they  might  both  be 
restored,  and  then  the  evils  now  com- 
plained of  would  be  renewed.  The  greet 
objection  to  taxation  was,  that  it  was  a 
bar  to  an  fbture  improvement :  it  pre- 
vented capital  fVom  returning  a  fkir  profit, 
and  Industry  from  obtaining  its  reward. 
To  be  sure,  the  doctrine  oT  to-day  was 
one  of  exceeding  comfort ;  nothing  need 
be  done  but  to  take  away  a  great  part  of 
the  produce,  and  all  would  be  right :  \hat 
was  the  scheme,  the  remedy,  the  unfailing 
resource  of  the  minister  of  finance,  who 
iniglit  well  pride  himself  upon  taking  away 
what  was  not  of  the  slightest  utility. 
This  was  one  of  the  delusions  attempted 
to  be  practised  upon  public  credulity.— 
The  noble  earl  had  next  told  the  House- 
that  ft  must  look  to  the  eftct  of  natural 
causes,  and  to  Providence.  But,  who 
Were  they  that  gave  this  advice?  The 
Very  men,  who  for  twenty  years,  had  been 
counteracting  the  e&cts  of  natural  causes, 
and  resisting  the  beneficent  operations  of 
Providence.  Their  excessive  taxation 
had  reduced  this  country  to  the  condition 
of  one  with  it  bad  climate  and  a  wretched 
.  AoU ;  and  yet  they  had  the  face  to  come 
to  parliament  and  say,  <<Iook  to  nature 
sind  Providence  for  a  remedy!^  ftotn 
Providence  a  remedy  might  come,  but 
assuredly  It  would  never  come  from 
ministers.  The  noble  earl  expressed 
great  satisfaction  at  the  larse  surplus  of 
6,000,000^.  for  the  sinking  fund;  but  he 
could  not  give  a  stronger  argument  than 
this  •mphUf  in  favour  of  diminishing  taxa- 
tion. The  noble  earl  could  not  hear  of 
reductions  in  the  establishmenU  beyond 
half  ft  million ;  but  elsewhere,  as  appeared 
t)y  the  newspapers,  ft  had  been  clearly 
uiade  ont,  that  if  the  establishments  were 
brought  down  to  the  scale  of  1792,  not 
less  than  5,500,00(tf.  might  be  saved. 
Thus,  with  the  5,000,000{i  now  proposed 
to  be  added  to  the  sinking  fund,  a  sub- 
stantial relief  might  be  given,  in  the  shape 
of  not  less  than  10,000,00(K.  of  taxes 
annually*  Having  spent  nine-tenths  of 
Ilia  life  in  imposing  taxes,  the  noble  earl 
HOW  stood  u|^  in  his  place  to  preach  a  sink- 
ing fund  and  economy  to  accomplish  it. 
A  first  lord  of  the  Treasury,  was  by 


nature  of  his  office  a  spendthrift,  and  he 
was  out  of  his  element  when  he  spoke  of 
economy.  After  imposing  heavy  taxes, 
he  proposed  to  make  the  burthen  a  little 
more  oppressive,  as  he  contended,  for  the 
sake  of  lightening  the  load:  he  only  re- 
quired time,  patience,  and  money,  and  he 
would  make  every  body  rich,  contented, 
and  happy.  He  (lord  K.)  felt  by  no 
means  sure,  that  the  real  purpose  of  devot- 
ing five  millions  to  the  sinking  fond,  was 
to  reduce  the  debt.  What  security  was 
there,  that  it  might  not  be  applied  to  sub* 
sidize  fbreign  powers,  and  to  enable  the 
ministry  to  use  high  sounding  language  to 
them  as  to  our  national  wealth  aud  pros- 
perity ?  Such  laoffuage  would  be  much 
more  becoming  after  some  part  of  the 
weight  of  taxation  had  been  removed. 
He  would  only  trouble  the  House  with 
one  point  more,  and  that  related  to  the 
4,000,000^.  to  be  given  to  parishes.  At 
first,  the  noble  earl  seemed  to  feel  no 
possible  objection  to  this  project;  but, 
after  a  little  consideration,  it  turned  out 
that  there  was  one  sHght  obstacle  to  it— 
namely,  that  it  was  impracticable.  The 
concmsion  was,  that  as  h  could  not  be 
advanced  to  parishes,  it  ou^ht  to  be  lent 
for  the  purpose  of  jobbing  m  the  funds. 
The  present  was  most  undoubtedly  a 
period  of  more  than  ordinary  distress, 
confined  not  merely  to  the  property  of 
agriculturists,  but  extending  to  their  per^ 
sonal  and  mental  feelings.  So  extreme 
was  that  distress— so  urgent  did  the 
necessity  appear  for  terminating  it— that 
he  thought  even  strong  or  violent  measures 
were  justifiable  In  the  attempt  to  attain 
that  object. 

Lord  EUenborough  could  not  attribute 
the  existing  distress  to  an  excess  of  cul- 
tivation, as  that  had  rather  diminished 
than  increased  within  the  last  few  yean, 
tn  his  opinion,  it  was  the  great  excess  of 
produce  last  year,  combined  with  the 
effect  of  the  change  in  the  currency, 
which  had  created  the  fkll  in  price,  to 
which  the  distress  was  owing.  He  agreed 
with  tbe  noble  marquis,  that  the  great 
taxation  under  which  the  country  labour- 
ed, contributed  to  the  distress  of  the 
farmer  as  a  grower;  but  he  cooM  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  diminution  of 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000/.  wouM 
afford  him  any  sensible  relie£  If  it  were 
given  as  a  direct  boimty  upon  wheat,  it 
could  only  raise  the  price  about  5^ •  per 
quarter.  B^des,  if  the  taxes  were  re- 
movedi  the  benefit  of  that  removal  would 
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not  be  felt  for  a  considerable  time ;  owing 
to  combinations  to  the  disadfantage  of  the 
consumer.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
parliament  ought  to  direct  its  attention 
either  to  lessenins  the  supply,  or  increas- 
ing the  demand,  m  order  to  prevent  the 
existing  glut  in  the  market.  In  smaller 
states  a  measure  had  sometimes  been  ad- 
vantageously adopted  by  the  government 
for  this  purpose :  it  was,  to  buy  up  grain 
when  the  price  was  low,  and  to  sell  it 
aeain  when  the  price  was  improved.  This 
effect  was  generally  produced  b;^  corn- 
merchants  who  speculated  in  gram ;  but 
if  the  evidence  before  the  agricultural 
committee  were  correct,  the  capital  of 
those  merchants  was  now  locked  up  in 
the  foreign  corn  warehouses.  He  did  not 
mean  to  recommend  such  a  course  by 
government  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
but  the  present  was  a  period  of  peculiar 
difficulty  and  distress  :  the  capital  of  the 
farmer  was  gradually  reducea,  and  the 
independence  of  the  agricultural  interest 
greatly  invaded  and  injured.  An  occa- 
sional sally  of,  ill  humour,  on  account  of 
the  conduct  of  parliament,  had  frequently 
before  been  exhibited  by  those  persons 
who  had  been  labouring  under  distress; 
but  that  transient  feeling  of  dissatisfac- 
tion was  now  changed  to  one  of  a  per- 
manent and  settled  character.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary that  some  extraordinary  measure, 
not  perhaps  justified  by  the  ordinary  prin* 
ciples  of  political  economy,  shoula  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  remove  the  present 
distress,  and  with  it  the  feeling  of  hos- 
tility which  it  engendered.  He  was  dis- 
posed to  agree  with  the  noble  earl  oppo- 
site, that  more  benefit  would  ultimately 
arise  from  the  maintenance  of  a  sinking 
fund  than  from  the  reduction  of  taxation ; 
yet  he  thought  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment ought  not  to  be  exclusively 
confined  to  measures  of  prospective  and 
remote  relief,  but  that  the  energies  of 
their  understandings  should  be  directed 
to  the  task  of  devising  some  plan  for 
effecting  immediate  relief. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  entering  into  those 
depths  of  political  economv,  into  which 
his  predecessors  in  the  debate  had  wan- 
dered. He  must,  however,  declare  his 
dissent  from  those  who  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  taxation  the  distressed  state 
of  the  agricultural  interests.  That  they 
were  in  a  state  of  distress,  it  did  not  need 
any  one  at  that  time  of  day  to  tell  them. 
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BuU  was  this  the  first  time  that  particular 
interests  of  the  country  had  been  in  a 
suffering   condition,  arising  out  of   the 
circumstances  of  the  times?    Did  their 
lordships  not  all  recollect,  that  the  same 
pressure  which  now  bore  upon  the  agri- 
cultural interest   had,  a  few  years  ago, 
weighed  upon  the  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing interests.  Could  they  forget  that 
upon  that  occasion  the  distress  which  pre- 
vailed was  attributed  to  the  same  causes 
to  which  the  present  embarrassment  was 
assigned,  and  that  the  only  remedy  then, 
as  at  present,  was  proposed  to  be  found 
in  a  reduction  of  taxation,  and  a  reform 
of  parliament  ?  Thank  God  !  the  effect  of 
that  remedy  had  not  been  tried  ;  and  yet^ 
Vhjt  was  now  the  situation  of  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  this  country  ?  He  was 
happy  to  say  it  was  prosperous  almost 
beyond  example.    He  made  this  declara- 
tion upon  information  which  he  had  re- 
cently received  from  some  of  the  principal 
manufacturing  districts.    AVhenever  dis- 
tress had  prevailed  at  any  former  period, 
it  had  always  excited  the  same  clamour, 
been  referred  for  its  oriein  to  the  same 
causes,  and  been  proposed  to  be  remove^ 
by  the  same  remedies.    Those  remedies^ 
however,  had  not  been  applied,  but  the 
distress  had  removed  itself.    If  he  were 
called  upon  to  state  the  causes  of  the 
distress  which  at  present  pressed  upon 
agriculture,  he  should  say  tnat  one  of  the 
causes,  in  addition  to  those  laid  down  by 
the  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  the  large  quantity  of  poor  land 
which   God  had  never   intended  should 
produce   wheat,  that  had  been  brought 
into  cultivation,  in   consequence  of  the 
high  prices  which  agricultural  produce 
obtained  during  the  war,  but  which,  being 
necessarily  cultivated  at  greater  expense 
than  land  of  a  better  quality,  did  not  now 
return  an  adequate  remuneration  to  its 
occupiers.     Another  source  of  the  pre- 
sent distressed  state  of  agriculture,  and 
which  he  regretted  the  noble  earl  had 
not  touched  upon,  was  the  poor-laws.    It 
was  impossible  that  the   country  could 
ever  be  relieved  from  the  burthens  which 
hung  around  its  neck,  until  some  measure 
should  be  resorted  to,  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  restoring  the  poor  to  the 
situation  in  which  they  formerly  stood ; 
namely,  that  of  earning  their  own  breads 
instead  of  living  on  the  country  as  an« 
nuitants  ;  and  he  trusted  that  an  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Sdarlett)  whom 
he  had  not  the  honour  to  know,  but  wha 
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had  iait  sesfiioii  introduced  a  measure  on 
this  subject  in  another  place,  would  con- 
tinue to  direct  his  attention  to  the  attain* 
inent  of  this  highly  desirable  object. — 
He  now  came  to  the  means  by  which  it 
was  proposed  to  remofe  the  difficulties 
attending  the  present  situation   of  the 
country.    The  noble  marauis  near  him 
had  proposed  a  reduction  of  taxation  as  a 
means  of  relief*    If,  however,  the  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  mar(}uis,  that  taxation 
was  the   cause    of   distress,  were  well 
founded,  it  would  apply  not  alone  to  the 
agricultural  interest,   but   to  the   com- 
mercial   interest    also.    The   weight    of 
taxation  pressed  equally  on  all  classes. 
How,  then,  could  taxation  grind  the  tar- 
mer  into  dust — to  adopt  an  expressioa 
which  had  been  recently  used— and  per- 
mit the  merchant  and  tradesman  to  raise 
their  heads?     His  noble  kinsman  bad 
stated,  that  the  taxes  on  salt,  tallow,  soap, 
and  some  other  necessary  articles  of  con* 
sumption,  pressed  heavily  upon  the  farmer, 
and  prevented  him  from  deriving  anv  re- 
muneration from  the  produce  of  his  land. 
He  denied  that  proposition.     If  it  were 
true,  that  the  weight  of  the  tax  affected 
the  consumption,    that  which  paid  the 
highest  tax  would  be  least  used,  and  vice 
versB,    But  it  would  be  found,  that  the 
contrary  was  the  case,  and  that,  as  in  the 
instance  of  salt  and  wrought  iron,  that 
which  paid  the  highest  tax  was  the  least 


used. '  The  price  of  consumption  had  not 
yet  reached  the  price  of  production ;  and 
until  that  was  the  case,  no  material  relief 
could  be  felt  by  the  agriculturist.    But 
with  regard  to  the  existing  agricultural 
distress,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  taxation  had  no  material  effect  upon 
it.    To  illustrate  this,  he  would  suppose 
the  case  of  a  farm  of  400  acres,  at  two 
guineas   an  acre,    as  to  the  amount  of 
produce.    He  supposed  200  acres  to  be 
laid  out  as  grass  land,  134  acres  as  beans, 
spring  corn,  fallows,  &c.,  and  the  remain- 
ing 66  acres  wheat  land.    These  66  acres 
would    produce    198    quarters,    which, 
valued  at  3/.  a  quarter,  would  amount  to 
594/.     With    a    farm    thus    productive, 
tupposiniir  the  farmer's  family  to  consist 
of  himself,  wife,  one  woman  servant,  and 
three  men  servants,  they  would  consume 
fifteen  quarters  of  malt,  the  tax  on  which 
amounted  to  12/.  \5s.      Making  a  fair 
calculation  of  the  quantity  of  articles  of 
every  other  description  which    such    a 
family  would  consume,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  total  amount  of  taxes  paid  to  the 
Crown  was  33/.  2#.    Of  the  amount  of 
indirect  taxes,   which  depended  on  the 
price  of  labour,  it  was  not  so  easy  to  get 
at,  but  the  best  way  would  be  to  take  all 
the  taxes  which  might  be  considered  to 
fall  on  land,  and  throw  them  back  to  the 
farmer.    By  these  calculations*  it  would 
appear,  that  the  farmer  upon  the  esta- 


*  The  following  are  the  calculations  referred  to  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham: 

No.  1. — Estimate  of  Taiation  paid  by  a  Farmer  renting  400  Acres— Himself,  his  Wife,  one 
Woman  Servant,  and  three  Men  Servants  in  Family. 


Arttdei. 


Malt 

Hops    •  •  •  • 

Salt ». 

Leather  for  Shoes 
Do.  for  harness  • 

Tea 

.Sugar   

Soap»-«» 

Candles    •  •  •  •  ^  •  • 
Brandy    •••••'•• 

It«lm    •• •• 

Gin 

Wearing  apparel  • 
Riding  Horse  ••« 

Groom**** 

Windows  ••*•#•< 


VOL.  VI. 


QnaMityeoDiiuMd. 


15  Quarters 

60  lb 

5  cwt.  •  •  •  • 

121b 

30lb 

10lb..7«.« 
52lb**6d«**« 
72lb..8d.-** 
721b -.71^.  •• 
1  Gallon   •  •  •  • 

1  ditto • 

4  ditto 


Total  Cost. 


£.     ».  rf. 

30     0  0 

3     0  0 

8  10  0 

2     4  0 


•.«••••< 


1 
1 
9 


3  10 

1  6 

2  8 
2     5 


Bate  of  Duty. 


New  Rate. 

2i.  \\d,  per  bushel. 

2d.  per  lb. 

30».  per  cwt. 

3(f.  per  lb. 

Zd,  per  lb. 

100  per  cent. 

100  per  cent. 

Z\d,  per  lb. 

\d.  per  lb. 

12i.  ly.  per  gallon. 

10s.  4id.  per  do. 

,  li.  41d.  per  do. 


Total  Tax. 


12  15 
0  10 
7 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 


10 
3 
7 
15 
13 
19 
6 
12 
10 
10 
0 
2  17 
0  10 
2     2 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
6 
0 

n 

6 
0 

a 

0 
0 


3fe 
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bibhment,  and  with  the  labourers  therein 
mentioned,  paid  annually  to  government, 
direct  and  indirect,  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  89/.  6s.  6J</. — That  (without  fractions) 
the  whole  of  the  farmer's  taxes  bear  the 
proportion  nf  Is.  4</.  in  the  pound  on  the 
▼alue  of  his  wheat ;  or  ^s.  in  each  quarter 
bf  wheat.  In  other  words,  that  the  value 
bf  the  quarter  of  wheat,  instead  of  being 
S/.,  would  be  Si.  4s.,  supposing  every  tax 
repealed,  to  which  the  farmer  and  bis 
labourers  paid  either  directly  or  hidirectly 
to  the  Crown ;  and,  consequently,  that  tlie 
farmer  could  only  be  by  possibility  thegainer 
of  49.  per  quarter  on  his  wheat,  supposing 
the  faith  or  the  country  was  broken  to  the 
public  creditor,  and  the  country  thereby 
placed  in  the  situation  of  national  bank- 
ruptcy ;  the  taxes  affecting  his  farm  being 
about  one-fifleenth  part  of  the  wheat 
produced,  or  9/.  I6s.  Bd.  per  cent  on  the 
rent  of  his  farm,  at  tOs,  per  acre.  Was 
It  for  such  an  object  that  public  credit 
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was  to  be  annihilated  ?  Was  that  such  a 
necessity  as  to  induce  a  measure  of  so 
much  injustice  as  the  abandonment  of  the 
good  faith  of  the  country  towards  the 
public  creditor?  Could  such  a  charge 
•<run  the  former  down,*'  as  his  noble 
kinsman  supposed  ?  The  remedy  for  tbe 
evil  which  the  iarmer  endured,  in  his 
opinion,  waa  for  the  proprietors  of  land 
to  follow  the  example  of  •the  manufacturer 
in  his  conduct  towards  bis  labourers  under 
similar  circumstances,  and  to  prevent  the 
firmer  from  sinking*  by  making  the  prices 
of  consumption  come  down  to  the  prices 
of  produce.  Nothing  could  be  done  for 
the  farmer  unless  the  landlords  met  tiie 
difficulties  of  the  times,  and  imitated  the 
example  of  the  manufacturers,  when  the 
working  manufacturers  were  similarly 
distressed.  At  all  events,  he  hoped  that 
parliament  would  not  adopt  any  measures 
inconsistent  with  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  country ;  that  they  would  not,  after 


No.  2.— Estimate  of  Taxation  on  the  Labourers  required  to  cultivate  a  Farm  of  400  Acres,  half 

Grass,  half  Arable. 


Kmaber  or  Liboorers. 


3  in  the  house. 

1  married,  with  wife 

and  child. 


^  3  Labourers 
Single  men 


2  Boys 


Anielet. 


Leather 

Leather 
Candles 
Salt  .... 
Soap . . . . 
Tea  -.. 
Sugar  •. 
Ale  .... 


Leather 
Salt  ... 
Soap  •  • . 
Ale  ... 

Leather 
Soap • • • « 

S^t  .... 


Qwihltty  contHuwd. 


24 lb  6  pair  shoes. 


lOlb  4  pair  •••••• 

20lb..*.7f(f.  .... 

521b.... 3|rf.  .... 

1 3 lb ... • 8o.    . .  • . 

5ilb....7t. 

ISlb 6d,    .... 

H    pint    per   day 

home-brewed    • . 

161b  4  pair  shoes.. 

26lbat3i(J.    •••• 

13lbat8(J. 

365  Quarts   ••.•.. 

12lb4  pair 

6ilbat8rf 

6|lbat3i<l 


Total  Coft. 


£.    s. 
3  12 


1  10 
0  4 
0     2 


1  18  0 

0  12  6 

0  16  3 

0  8  8 

1  18  6 
0    6  6 


2     8    0 
0    8     1{ 
0    8     8 


Rite  of  Doty. 


3d,  per  lb. 

3d.  per  lb. 
id.  per  lb. 
3id.  per  lb. 
3ld.  per  lb. 
100  per  cent. 
100  per  cent. 

Id.  per  pint. 
3d.  per  lb. 
3\d.  per  lb. 
3^  per  lb. 
Id  per  quart. 
3d.  per  lb. 
3id.  per  lb. 
3|d  per  lb. 


Total  Tax. 


£.     t.    d, 
0     6     0 


0  2 
0  1 
0  14 
0  3 
0  19 
0     3 


Total  Taxes  paid  by  the  Fanner 


6 
8 

1 
6« 


1  2 

0  4 

0  r 

0  3    6{ 

1  10    5 
0  3 
0  1 
0  1 


0 

04 


o 

9 
9 


Total  Tax  on  Labourers    6    4    7 

Add  the  amount  of  No.  1 33    2    0 


39    6    7 


No.  3.— Estimated  Produce  of  Wheat  grown  on  a  Farm  of  400  Acres,  half  Grass,  half  Arable. 

Grass 200  Acres. 

Beans,  Spring  Com,  Fallows,  &c..  134    do. 
Wheat    66    do. 

400  Acres. 
Produce  of  66  Acres  at  3  Quarters  per  Acre,  198  Quarters. 
Value  of  ditto  ....  at  3t  per  Quarter,  694/. 
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hnvipg  pursued  a  steady  course  for  sa 
long  a  Uiiie»  now  stop  short,  and  consent 
to  sacrifice  solid  benefits  for  the  attain- 
ment of  temporary  security.  If  they  did, 
it  might  then  be  indeed  said,  that  they 
b^d  soJd  their  birth-right  for  a  mess  ut 
pottage. 

Lora  Dacre  thought  that  the  opinions 
entertained    by  the    noble    duke    were 
calculated  to  produce  greater  delusion 
than  any  of  the  doctrines,  which  he  had 
reprobafted,  and  to  excite  a  larger  measure 
of  discontent  than  that  which  at  present 
pervaded  the  country.    The  noble  duke» 
like  other  noble  lords  whp  had  spoken 
that  night,  bad  stated  his  opinion,  that 
the  distress  which  at  present  pressed  upon 
the  agricultural  interest  depended  on  tem- 
porary causes,  and  that  the  farmer  might 
expect  an  increased  price  for  his  produce. 
He  could  not  conceive  what  had  led  noble 
lords  to  that  conclusion.    It  was  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  a  glut  of  corn  on 
the  continent,  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  non-importa- 
tion of  agricultural  produce  into  this  coun- 
try.   The  noble  earl  opposite  had  alluded 
to  the  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
country,  and  had  stated  that  the  increase 
amounted  to  4,000,000  since  1801.     He 
(Lord  D.)   was  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
creased produce  of  corn  was  more  than 
adequate  to  the  increased  consumption. 
It  was  necessary  to  consider  what  caused 
the  present  low  price  of  corn.    H^  could 
see  no  reason  why  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce  should  be  higher  now  than 
it  fras  in  179K    Setting  aside  the  varia- 
tions occasioned  by  the  greater  or  less 
quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
increased  or  decreased  supply,  corn  must 
always  obtain  the  same  average  price. 
The  natural  price  of  corn  must  depend  on 
the  existing  quantity  of  the  circulating 
medium  by  which  commodities  were  re- 
presented.   He  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  material  difference  between  the 
quantity  of  the  circulating  medium  afloat 
now,  and  that  which  was  afloat  in  1791. 
He  fpund  it  stated  on  an  authoritv  which 
the  noble  earl  would  not  feel  inclined  to 
dispute  that  tlie   circulating  medium  in 
1791  consisted  of  30,000,000/.  of  Bank 
paper  and  8,000,000  of  guineas.    The 
number  of  sovereigns,  at  present  in  cir- 
culation amounted  to  about  seven  or  eight 
millions.  Tbie  amount  of  Bank  paper  now 
in  . circulation  he  bad  not  been  able  to 
ascertain,  but  he  could  not  conclude  it 
^^  8;reater  than  i^  1791.    To  deal  fairly, 


however,  he  ought  to  state  that  he  was 
also  unable  to  calculate  the  power  of  the 
circulating  medium  at   the  present  mo- 
ment, because  its    power  depended  not 
only  on  its  numerical  quaniity,  but  also 
on  the  velocity  of  its  operation.    But, 
assuming  the  velocity  of  the  circulatiog 
medium    to   be  indefinitely  ^reat,  their 
lordstiips  would  perceive  that  it  must  pro- 
duce an  infinite  eSeci  upon  the  reduction 
of  prices ;  and,  therefore,  he  saw  no  reason 
to  conclude  that  the  present  low  price  of, 
corn  was  the  efiect  of  superabundant  sup- 
ply.   For  his  own  part,  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  agricultural  produce  of  the  coun- 
try was  no  more  than  sufiicient  to  meet 
the  increased  consumption.    The  country 
would  be  deceived  it  it  were  to  believe 
that  high  prices  were  to  be  expected,  and 
that  the  present  low  prices  were  to  be 
attributed  to  over-production.  In  support 
of  that  proposition,  he  might  be  allowed 
to  show  that  two  articles  which  had  not 
increased  in  quantity  had  nevertheless  de- 
creased in  price  in  proportion  to  the  fall 
in   the  value  of  corn.     The  articles   to 
which  he  alluded  were  copse  wood  for 
firing,  and  skins.    Those  articles,  without 
bein^  increased  in  quantity,  had  declined 
in  price  in  exactly  the  same  proportion  as 
corn.    The  cause  to  which  he  attributed 
this  effect,   was   the  diminution  of  the 
quantity    of    the    circulating    medium. 
Parliament  having  rejected  the  proposi- 
tions of  his  late  friend,  Mr.  Horner,  and 
agreed  to  a  resolution,  declaring  that  a 
pound  note  and  a  guinea  were  of  equal 
value,  though  the  public  debt  went  on 
increasing  rapidly,  and  upon  the  return  to 
cash  payments,  the  country  found  itself 
loaded  with  increased  taxation    to    the 
amount  of  30,000,000/.  as  compared  with 
the  year  1791.    He  did  not  intend  upoa 
the  present  occasion  to  offer  any  farther 
observations  upon  the  effect  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  recent  change  in 
the  amount  of  the  currency.    He  wished, 
however,  not  to  be  understood  in  any 
thing  he  had  said,  to  have  implied  a  wish 
again   to    make    any    alteration    in    the 
amount  of  the  circulating  medium.    At 
the  same  time,   he  was  willing  to  use 
every  exertion  to  relieve  the  agriculturists 
from  the  burthens  by  which  they  were 
exclusively  borne  down  and   oppressed. 
He  could  not,  as  the  noble  duke  had 
done,  consider  the  agricultural  interest 
as  standing  in  precisely  the  same  situation 
as  the  manufticturing  interest,  and,  there- 
fore, he  would  not  advise  the  advance 
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of  a  loan  to  the  former,  wbich  had   in 
many  cases  been  made  with  great  advan* 
toge  to  the  Utter.    The  manufacturers 
could  always,  if  there  were  any  demand 
ait  all  for  their  produce,  force  up  fts  price 
by  suspending  their  manufactures.    They 
could  lay  by  their  machinery,  until  they 
could   obtain  a  price    corresponding  to 
their  expecution.    Not  so  the  agricul- 
turist.   If  the  price  of  his  produce  did 
not  satisfy  him,  he  could  not  suspend  the 
operation  of  his  machinery,  which  was 
man.    He  was  bound  by   laws — by  the 
poor-laws,  which  peculiarly  pressed  upon 
him,  to  maintain  the  population  of  the 
country,  no    matter  to  what  extent  it 
might  be  thrown  upon  him  for  support. 
He  could  not  tell  the  poor  that  he  could 
not  afford  to  reliere  them,  because  the 
produce  of  the  soil  would  not  sell  at  a 
sufficiently  high  price.    From  these  cir- 
cumstances,   he   (Lord  D.)    concluded, 
that  the  advance  ^of  a  loan  which  had 
often  afforded  grest  advantages  to  the 
manufacturer,  would  not  be  attended  with 
any  benefit  to  the  agriculturist. — In  the 
ifiew  which  he  took  of  the  subject,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  late  abundant  harvest 
had  had  any  share  in  producing  the  re- 
duction which  had  taken  place  in  the 
price  of  corn.    Although  the  late  harvest 
had  been  great  in  Quantity  it  was  bad  in 
quality ;  and  it  might,  therefore,  be  taken 
as  no  more  than  an  average  year.    But 
if  the  last  harvest  had  been  as  good  in 
<^uality  as  it  had  been  abundant  in  quan- 
tity, the  price  of  wheat  would  not  now 
have  been  more  than  4^.  a  bushel.    He 
thought  it  was  deceiving  the  agriculturist 
to  hold  out  to  him  the  expectation  of 
returning  high  prices.    Tlie  farmer  must 
look  for  relief  through  a  reduction  of  the 
expenditure.    He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  contended  that  taxation  was  the  cause 
of  low  prices,  but  he  concurred  in  what 
his  noble  friend  near  him  (lord  King)  had 
stated  the  other  day ;   namely-^that  tax- 
ation compelled  the  farmer  to  bring  his 
produce    prematurely   to    market.    The 
corn  thus  forced  into  the  market  woidd 
not,  however,  have  the  effect  of  lowering 
the  price  of  the  article,  because  it  would 
fail  into  the  hands  of  rich  speculators, 
Who  would,  bv  retaining  large  quantities 
of  grain  in  tneir  possession,  have  it  in 
their  power  to  raise  \iM  general  price. 
Taxes  prevented  the  agriculturist  from 
producing,  at  a  low  cost,  that  which  he 
was  compelled  to  sell  at  a  low  price.    It 
was  impossible  for  the  farmer  to  continue 
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to  pay  at  a  dear  rate  for  labour,  and  to 
sell  cheap  com.    To  afford  him  relief, 
parliament  must  either  raise  the  price  of 
his  produce,  which  it  was  out  of  its  power 
to  do,  or  diminish  the  cost  of  its  produc* 
tion,  which  was  fully  within  the  scope  of 
its  capability.    He  would  not  follow  the 
noble  duke  in  the  calculations  which  he 
had  submitted  to  the  House;    but  be 
could  assure  that  noble  duke,  that  he  had 
documents  in  his  possession  by  which  he 
could  plainly  show,  that  the  malt,  soap, 
and  one  or  two  other  taxes  that  pressed 
most  heavily  on  the  agriculturist,  amount- 
ed to  at  least  Si.  6d.  per  acre  on  arable 
land.    The  amount  of  the  taxes  proper  to 
be  reduced,  in  order  to  meet  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  agriculturist,  would  not,  in 
amount,  exceed  the  present  savings,  and 
the  surplus  fund,  which  had  been  so  much 
expatiated  upon  by  the  noble  earl  oppo- 
site.   Indirect  taxation— he  meant  tliat 
system  of  taxation  which  operated  on  the 
price  of  leather,  salt,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  life— was  felt  most  particularly 
on  the  pauper  portion  of  the    people. 
Indirect  taxation  was  that  which  required 
alleviation  most  pressingly.    It  was  that 
burthen  which,  as  a  matter  of  necessity, 
the  people    must    be   speedily  relieved 
from,  as  far  as  that  relief  could  possibly 
be  granted.    But  respecting  this  matter, 
it  was  unnecessary  that  he  should  trespass 
on  the  time  of  the  House ;    because  his 
noble  friend  (the  marquis  of  Lansdown^ 
had  opened  it  to  their  lordships,  in  a  speecn 
which  he  was  sure  would  not  easily  be 
erased  from  the  minds  of  those  who  had 
heard  him.    As  other  opportunities  would 
speedily  occur  of  discussing  the  topics 
connected  with  the  present  question,  he 
would  not  any  longer  occupy  the  time  of 
their  lordships.    He  had  felt  anxioui  to 
say  thus  much,  lest  it  should  by  any  ac- 
cident be  supposed  that  their  lorcbbips 
held  out  to  the  agricolturiats  any  delusive 
hope,  that  increased  prices  would  in  them- 
selves prove  a  sufficient  remedy  for  exist- 
ing distresses.    He  was  perfectly    con- 
vinced, that  the  only  remedy  which  could 
be  applied  to  the  multiplied  evils  under 
which  the  agricultural  interest  was  labour- 
ing, and  the  only  remedy  which  their 
lordships  would  conscientiously  concur  in 
holding  forth  as  really  eflSectual,  was  re- 
duced taxation,  and  consequently  allevia- 
tion of  the  charge  of  production. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said,  that 
his  calculations  were  not  meant  to  appl^ 
to  the  general  question  of  taxation^  as  it 
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had  been  put  in  issue,  but  only  to  the 
question  of  its  effect  on  agricultural  pro- 
duce under  particular  circumstances. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowbi/  contended,  that 
the  existing  distress  was  mainly  owing  to 
excessive  production.    In  the  years  1818 
and  1819,  no  less  than  2,500,600  quarters 
of  corn  were  brought  into  the  market. 
The  harvests  of  the  years  1819,  1820  and 
1821,  were  beyond  all  proportion  more 
productive  than  those  of  several  years 
preceding.    If  their  lordships  added  to 
these  facts  the  increased  importation  of 
corn  during  the  same  period  from  Ireland, 
they  would  find  that  there  was  abundant 
reason  for  the  present  distress.    But,  be- 
yond all  this,  another  powerful  cause  was 
to  be  traced  to  the  diminution  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country,  owing  to  our  return  to  cash 
payments.    Enough,  he  trusted,  had  been 
said,  and  particularly  by  a  noble  duke  to 
whom  the  House  was  so  much  indebted 
for  the  clear   and  able  demonstrations 
which  he  had  afforded  of  his  propositions 
—enough  had  been  said  to  remove  that 
fatal  delusion   which  had  been  with  so 
much  industry,  propagated  through  the 
country;    namely,    that  taxes  were   the 
cause  of  low  prices.    The  contrary  was 
the  fact ;   although  no  man  in  his  senses 
would   attempt,    on  the  other  hand,   to 
deny  that,  to  a  certain  extent,   taxation 
must  he  an  aggravation  of  any  public 
distress  of  a  nature  like  that  whicn  was 
new  complained  of.    But  it  was  only  to  a 
certain  extent,   as  the  noble  duke  and 
other  noble  lords  had  shown ;   and  it  was 
by  no  means  a  sufficient  cause  to  be  ad- 
duced, in  explanation  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  that  distress.    In  answer  to  an 
observation  which  had  fallen  from  a  noble 
lord,    relative  to  the  amount  of  country 
bank    notes   in  circulatibn  at    different 
periods,  he  would  state,  in  round  numbers 
whit  that  amount  was  in  different  years. 
In     1815    the    circulation   of    country 
paper  was  15,000,000/.;   in  1816  it  was 
15,500,000;. ;  in  1817  it  was  16,000,000/.; 
in  1819  it  was  16^500,000/.;   in  1820  it 
had  fallen  to  11,000,000/.,  and  in  1821. 
it  was  no  more  than  7,000,000/.    Their 
lordships  would  also  take  into  considera- 
tion, that  latterly  there  had  been  a  very 
considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England.    With 
respect  to  the  dbtresses  at  present  pre- 
vailing among  the  growers  ofcom,  he  did 
think  that  they  had  arisen,   in  a  great 
•  measure,  out  of  their  own  improvident 
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speculations,  and  out  of  their  omission  to 
make  proper  provision,  in  the  time  of 
their  prosperity  and  abundance,  for  that 
day  of  reckoning  and  of  distress  which, 
in  any  exercise  of  human  prudence  or 
foresight,  the^  must  have  anticipated. 
As  to  the  sinkmg  fund,  and  the  applica- 
tion to  it  of  the  5,000,000/.  of  surplus  re- 
venue, he  entirely  approved  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  taken.  Whatever 
inroads  had  been  made  upon  the  sinking- 
fund,  he  must  contend,  that,  if  it  were 
broken  down  and  done  away  with  alto- 
gether, public  credit  would  receive  a 
greater  blow,  and  the  national  faith  bemore 
impugned,  than  by  any  other  measure 
that  had  ever  been  adopted. 

Lord  Redesdale  said,  he  had  taken  the 
opinion  of  several  intelligent  agricultural 
men  of  his  acquaintance,    and  the  result 
of  their  information,   added  to  that  laid 
before  parliament,  seemed  to  be  decisive 
of  the  truth  of  the  position,   that  every 
farmer  who  was  now  affoat,  on  borrowed 
capital,    or  who  had  raised  money  on 
mortgage,  even  one  half  of  his  capital  on 
the  land  or  otherwise,  must,  without  ex- 
traordinary assistance,beinevitab]y  ruined. 
He  agreed  with  the  noble  ear],  that  the 
distress  of  the  agricultural  classes  arose 
from  temporary  causes,    which,   in  the 
course  of  a  short  time,  must  cease,  and 
then    the  agriculturist  would  find  him- 
self restored  to  his  former  level  in  society. 
He  was  old  enough  to  recollect  what 
farming  was  fifly  years  ago ;  and  the  prin- 
ciple which  was  then  applied  to  farming 
was,   that  the  produce  was  divided  by 
thirds ;   a  third  went  to  the  landlord  for 
rent,  a  third  to  the  farmer,  and  a  third 
to  pay  the  expense  of  cultivation.    For 
the  last  twentv  years,   this  system  had 
been  completely  changed,  and  the  pro- 
duce   was    now,    by    skilful    sut^eyors, 
divided  into  fifths,   of  which  three-nfths 
went  towards  cultivation,  and  the  remain- 
ing two-fifths  were  divided  between  the 
landlord  and   the  farmer.    He  thought 
the  situation  of  the  former  at  present  like 
that  of  the  gentleman,  who,  oeing  taken 
alarmingly  ill,    sent  to    collect   various 
physicians  to   a   consultation   upon  the 
nature   of  his   disease  and  its  remedy. 
During  the  consultation,  one  advised  one 
thing,  another  another,  and  the  dissention 
thus  generated  amongst  themselves,  be- 
came at  length  so  boisterous,   that  the 
patient  desired  his  servant  to  turn  them 
all  out  of  doors,  and  leave  him  to  himself. 
The  story  ran,  that  be  soon  after  peiv 
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fociXj  recovered!  and  such,  be  verily 
believed,  would  be  the  case  with  the 
fanner,  if  he  exerted  his  own  judgment, 
and  rejected  the  counsels  of  those  who 
were  more  ignorant  of  his  condition  than 
be  was  himself. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesday,  Feb.  27. 

Hawkers,  Pedlars,  and  Hacknbt 
Coaches.]  Mr.  Hume  believed,  that  no 
opposition  would  be  made  to  the  produc* 
tion  of  the  papers  fdr  which  he  was  about 
to  move.    Although  the  manner  of  grpint- 
ing    hackney-coach    and    hawkers    and 
pedlar's  licenses  might  in  itself  be  consi- 
dered a  matter  of  small  importance,  yet 
he  was  anxious  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  House,  because  it  would  appear  that 
government  had  exhibited  a  great  neglect 
of  economy  in  the  collection  of  that  part 
of  the  revenue.    In  1797,   the  finance 
committee  had  recommended  in  its  report, 
that  the  two  offices  for  licensing  hackney- 
coaches,  and  hawkers  and  pedlars,  should 
be  abolished;  and  that  the  duties  of  those 
offices  should  be  thenceforth  performed 
by  the  commissioners  of  stamps.    Go- 
vernment did  not»  however,  as  the  comr 
mittee  advised,  transfer  the  duties  of  the 
office  for  licensing  hackney-coaches,  and 
that  for  licensing  hawkers  and  pedlars,  to 
the  Stamp-office;  but  adopted  the  plan 
of  uniting  the  two  offices ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  the  country  had  been  saddled 
with  an  sidditional  expense.    The  number 
of  inspectors  had  been  augmented  from 
10  to  29,  each  of  whom  received  a  salary 
of  100/.  a-year.    No  less  than  five  com- 
missioners were  maintained,   under  the 
present  system,^  at  salaries  of  300^  or 
40tf.  a  year.    These  commissioners,  he 
was  informed,  attended  in  the  office  only 
one  day  in  the  week ;  and  it  frequently 
happened  that  four  or  five  weeks  elapsed, 
witboist  the  commissioners  making  tlieir 
appearance  at  all.    This  would  not  appear 
very  extraordinary,  when  the  House  was 
informed,  that  most  of  the  commissioners 
held  other  offices^  and  consequently  had 
other  duties  to  perform.     One  of  the 
•commissioners  was  colonel  Thornton,  who 
could  not  be  expected  to  devote  much 
lime  to  the  subject  of  pedlars'  license. 
Another  commissioner  was  Mr.  Willimq^, 
the  private  secretary  of  the  e^l  of  Liver- 
poi^,  who  no  doubt  gave  him  su^ievit 
Ampl^yipent    A  third  coou^issiofter  wju; 


Mr.  Jesse,  who  also  held  an  important 
situation  in  the  Board  of  Works.    In  thif 
way  the  public  money  was  expended  on 
persons  who  could  not  perform  the  duties 
which  they  were  paid  to  execute.    The 
whole  revenue  derived  from  these  duties 
last  year  amounted  to  55,734/.  which  was 
collected  at  an  expense  of  9,342/.  or  16  per 
cent.    The  revenue  resulting  from  the 
duty  on  staffe-coaches  amounted  last  year 
to  256,5902.,  which  was  collected  at  an 
expense  of  6,792/.,.  or  about  2|  per  cent. 
The  inspectors  for  the  cpuntry,  who  were 
30  in  number,    were  not  posted  in  the 
most   populous    districts,    where    their 
services  would  be  most  required;  and 
many  of  them  either  did  not  perform  their 
duty  at  all,   or  executed  it  by  deputy. 
One  of  the  inspectors,  who  was  stated  to 
be  resident  in  Coventry,  in  reality  lived 
at  Birmingham.    Another  of  these  officers 
was  insane,  and  had  actually  been  in  that 
state  at  the  time  of  his  appointment.    It 
was  important  that  the  persons  whose 
dut  V  it  was  to  grant  licenses  should  reside 
in  the  most  populous  parts  of  the  country ; 
but  quite  a  contrary  system  was  pursued. 
At  Sheffield  there  was  no  person  from 
whom  a  license  could  be  obtained ;  whilst 
at  Leek,  an  obscure  village  in  Stafford|- 
shire,  there  were  two.    The  bon.  member 
then  mentioned  several  other  instances  in 
which  the  principal   towns  in  different 
counties  were  destitute  of  the  convenience 
of  a  resident  licraser,  whilst  it  was  en- 
joyed by  comparatively  small  places.    All 
this  improper  arrangement  would  be  re- 
medied if  the  power  of  granting  licenses 
were   vested  in    the    commissioners    of 
stamps.    He  knew  that  in  1797,  when  it 
had  been  proposed  to  abolish  the  office 
for  licensing  tne  hackney-coaches,  it  was 
objected,  that  it  was  an  office  not  only  of 
revenue,  but  of  police,   in  which  latter 
character  it  could  not  be  dispensed  with* 
He  was  of  opim'on,   that  the  objection 
could  not  now  apply.    The  very  fact  of 
the  commissioners  meeting  but  once  a 
week  would  preclude  the  public  from  de- 
riving any  benefit  from  the  office  as  a 
po^ce  tribunal.    The  hon.  member  con- 
clucked  with  moving  for  an  account  of  the 
establishment  of  the  hackney»coBch  and 
the  pedlars'  and  hawkers'  licensing  office, 
stating  the  numbers  and  names  of  the 
pernons  employed,  by  whom  appointed, 
and  the  security  they  hsd  given  for  their 
offices ;  and  also  the  names  of  the  other 
office^,  (if  any)  mrhich  they  ipight  hpld. 
Mr,  lAuhwjflon  s^di.l^e  bad  np.objc^- 
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tion  to  the  production  of  the  rettmis 
moTed  for;  bttt^  when  the  hon.  member 
was  bringing  forward  his  charges,  he 
ought  in  fairness  to  have  stated  that 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  granting  of 
licenses  last  year  was  greater  than  at  any 
Ibrmer  period..  That  circumstance  was 
to  be  attributed  to  the  improved  manner 
in  which  the  establisbment  was  conducted. 
He  oould  not  agree  to  any  measure  which 
proposed  to  alM>lish  the  offices  of  com- 
missioners of  hackney  coaches,  whose 
aervices  were  most  beneficial  to  the  public 
The  commissioners  had  to  control  about 
3,000  persons,  who  were  not  of  the 
most  manageable  description — he  meant 
hackney-coachmen;  and  their  govern- 
ment ot  that  body  was  much  more  efficient 
dian  any  that  could  be  exercised  by  per- 
sons whose  attention  was  not  exclusively 
devoted  to  that  object.  The  subject  bad 
been  repeatedly  under  the  consideration 
of  parliament,  who  had  uniformly  deter- 
mined not  to  derange  the  present  system. 
After  a  short  conversation,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Ilchester  Gaol— M».  Hunt.]  Sir 
R,  Wilson  Presented  a  petition  from  1,500 
inhabitants  of  Greenocx  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Hunt.  The  petitioners  considered  the 
punishment  which  had  been  inflicted  upon 
that  gentleman  as  levelled  at  the  man  and 
not  at  the  offisnce ;  and  when  they  found 
that  this  sentence  had  been  aggravated 
by  the  regulations  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  county  gaol  in  which  he  was  confined, 
they  could  not  forbear  expressing  to  the 
Honsp  their  opinion  on  the  subject.  Sir 
Charles  Bampfvlde,  the  late  sheriff  of 
Somersetshire,  had  considered  the  regu- 
lations in  question  as  so  harsh,  with  respect 
to  Mr.  Hunt,  that  he  had  suspended 
them :  but  on  his  going  out  of  office  they 
were  renewed.  It  might  be  a  very  proper 
question  to  ask,  why  those  regulations 
bad  been  renewed,  and  why  Mr.  Hunt 
had  been  exposed  to  unnecessary  severity  ? 
why  he  should  be  condemned  to  pass  two 
years  and  a  half  of  his  life  in  a  pestilential 
gaol,  and  supplied  with  water  tainted 
with  the  most  loathsome  impurity?  This 
severity  was  exercised -too,  after  he  had 
exposed  the  atrocities  committed  in  that 
gaol,  and  had  afforded  government  an  op- 
portunity of  correcting  them.  He  really 
thought  that  if  ministers  had  either  gene- 
rosity or  justice,  they  would  grant  Mr. 
Hunt  an  unconditional  releaee;  or,  at 
least  remove  him  to  a  prison  In  which  his 
sufferings  would  be  somewhat  mitigated. 


Mr.  JVarre  said,  he  understood  that 
Mr.  Hunt  had  been  placed  on  a  leviel  with 
the  felons  of  the  jail.  No  person  was 
allowed  to  see  him  but  in  the  common 
room;  and  Mr.  Hunt  had  refused  to  ^o 
there.  The  only  persons  allowed  admis^ 
sion  to  him,  except  in  this  room,  were 
an  attorn^,  a  surgeon,  and  a  physician* 
A  distinction  ought  to  be  drawn  between 
criminals  and  those  who  were  confined  for 
political  offences.  The  gaol  of  Ilchester, 
he  believed,  stood  upon  the  bank  of  a 
river ;  and  there  was  a  small  aperture  in 
the  wall  of  Mr.  Hunt's  cell,  a  little 
elevated  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 
It  was  here  that  his  son,  by  taking  a  boat 
on  the  river,  was  enabled  to  communicate 
with  his  father  through  the  aperture;  and 
thus  only  could  he  obtain  that  communi- 
cation. He  (Mr.  W.)  wished  that  thia 
were  otherwise ;  for  it  was  always  «  mis- 
fortune  to  a  government,  if  a  person  con« 
fined  for  a  political  offence  should  come 
from  his  prison  hailed  by  the  people  as 
a  martyr. 

Mr.  Dickinson  said,  he  had  already 
stated  that,  when  he  saw  the  rul^  in 
question,  he  thought  they  pressed  too 
severely  upon  Mr.  Hunt,  and  had  aneiw 
tinned  the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Justice 
Best,  who,  however,  returned  the  rules 
without  any  alteration.  He  feared,  that 
as  they  were  now  signed  by  the  judges^ 
they  became  a  part  of  the  law  of  th^ 
prison,  and  could  mot  be  altered. 

Mr.  Hume  aaid,  that,  in  his  conscience, 
he  believed  the  conduct  of  the  Somerset- 
shire magistrates  to  have  been  unequalled. 
The  other  evening  an  hon.  baronet  had 
taken  upon  himself  to  say,  that  according 
to  the  information  he  had  received,  Mr; 
Hunt  was  not  in  solitary  confinement. 
He  now  held  in  hb  hand  an  affidavit  of  a 
surgeon  and  of  Mr.  Hunt's  son  that  no 
one  was  allowed  to  see  him.  A  letter  bad 
been  sent  by  the  sheriff  of  the  oounty  to 
Mr.  Hunt,  stating  that  he  believed  tb^ 
court  had  not  intended  to  inflict  solitary 
imprisonment  upon  him ;  and  regretting 
that  as  the  rules  of  the  prison  bad  been 
signed  by  the  judges,  no  bad  not  the 
power  to  relieve  him.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  magistrates  were  not  to  blame. 
He  wished  any  one  who  said  this,  would 
read  the  report  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  state  of  this  gaol. 
The  commissioners  ataited  the  dungeon  in 
which  Mr.  Hunt  was  confined  to  be  dark, 
damp, :  md  nnventilated,  and  that  the 
watec  which  he  was  compeHed  to  drink 
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was  filtered  through  the  commdn  seirers 
of  the  pritoD.  In  every  page  of  that  re- 
port there  were  instances  of  the  grossest 
neglect  and  oppression :  hand-bolts  of 
ten  pounds  weight  were  put  round  the 
wrists  of  prisoners ;  and  it  was  declared 
by  an  ipdividual,  who  had  by  way  of  ex- 
periment placed  them  on  his  own  wrists 
for  a  minute,  that  tfiey  produced  the  most 
acute  pain  even  within  that  time.  Not- 
withstanding all  he  had  heard,  he  was 
convinced  the  magistrates  could  not  free 
themselves  from  blame.  It  was  impossible 
that  the  matter  could  rest  here.  No  man 
was  more  alive  to  the  advantages  which  this 
country  possessed  in  the  services  of  an 
unpaid  magistracy ;  but  surely  it  would 
not  be  maintained,  that,  because  so  much 
benefit  was  derived  from  their  exertions, 
we  were  to  overlook  any  evil  which  might 
arise  firom  their  negligence.  He  did  not 
know  whether  any  criminal  proceedings 
were  to  be  instituted  against  any  of  the 
parties,  but  his  own  opinion  was,  that 
strong  grounds  existed  for  such  a  step  on 
the  present  occasion.  With  respect  to 
the  oiarge  of  an  hon.  member,  that  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  had  declined  his  assistance 
in  this  affiur,  he  could  assure  him,  that 
he  felt  no  disinclination  to  receive  assist- 
ance or  information  connected  with  his 
duties  in  that  Hou8e»  from  him  or  any 
respectable  quarter.  The  hon.  member 
then  mentioned  a  case  where  he  had  had 
an  offer  of  assistance  on  the  subject 
of  Irish  tithes,  from  an  individual  of  the 
name  of  Mills,  who,  after  having  given 
him  some  documents  on  the  subject, 
made  a  charge  of  25l.  for  his  trouble. 
This  he  had  refused  to  pay,  alleging  that 
he  had  made  no  engagement  of  the  kind ; 
and  that  he  would  give  nothing,  unless 
the  person  demanding  it  couitt  prove  him- 
self entitled  to  it — ^for  it  was  a  rule  with 
him  not  to  receive  information  from  any 
person  who  gave  that  information  for 
pa^o^ent.  If  he  did  pay  money  for  re- 
ceiving information  he  should  be  taunted 
on  every  occasion,  even  more  than  he 
was  at  present ;  but  he  would  not  give 
261.  nor  one  shilling  for  any  information 
of  the  kind. 

.  Sir  1\  Letkbridge  did  not,  even  now, 
believe  that  Mr.  Hunt  was  in  solitary 
confinement.  He  understood  it  to  be 
that  sort  of  confinement  which  rendered 
it  impossible  for  a  prisoner  to  hold  any 
communication  with  any  person  whatever. 
If  tbatuFas  the.  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
the  situation  of  Mr.  Hunt  was  very  dif- 
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Iferent  from  solitanr  confinement.  The 
I  petition  comjplained  that  Mr.  Hunt  was 
ill  treated ;  if  that  were  the  case,  the  ma- 
gistrates were  not  in  fault.  It  was  not 
their  fault  that  he  was  confined  in  a  gaol 
which  had  bad  regulations.  He  regretted 
some  things  which  were  stated  in  the  re- 
port. Some  of  the  circumstances  were 
of  a  nature  that  must  excite  the  indigna- 
tion of  those  who  heard  them.  They 
were,  he  trusted,  such  as  would  never 
occur  again  in  this  country.  In  bringing 
such  transactions  to  light,  no  doubt  great 
good  would  be  accomplished.  He  was 
satisfied  to  let  the  blame  rest  where  it 
ought;  but  he  could  not  admit  that  it* 
rested  with  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tayhr  said,  that  from  the 
view  which  he  took  of  the  case,  he  did 
not  think  the  magistrates  free  from  blame. 
If  they  had  done  their  duty  they  would 
not  have  waited  for  anv  commission  to 
detect  and  remedy  such  abuses.  They 
should  have  attended,  as  wa^  their  duty» 
to  the  comforts  and  convenience  of  the 
prisoners,  and  have  seen  that  they  were 
properly  supplied  with  provisions,  and 
were  not  exposed  to  injury  from  cold 
and  damp  air.  He  had  visited  several 
gaols,  and  far  from  acquitting  the  visiting 
magistrates  of  this  gaol,  he  concurred  in 
every  word  that  was  said  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen.  Seeing  a  right 
hon.  secretary  (Peel)  in  his  place,  he 
trusted  that  such  steps  would  be  taken  on 
this  subject  as  would  let  the  magistrates 
know  that  the  eye  of  the  government  was 
upon  them ;  and  that  thev  could  not  with 
impunity  be  guilty  of  such  negligence. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  the  hon.  baronet  ap* 
peared  to  think  that  nothing  was  solitary 
confinement  but  four  walls  and  the  receiv- 
ing of  food  through  a  wicket.  That, 
however,  was  but  a  degree  of  solitary  con- 
finement :  and  if  a  man  were  told  he  must 
submit  to  insult,  or  remain  within  his  cell, 
it  was  not  too  much  to  call  tha^  also  a  de- 
gree of  solitary  confinement.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  except  at  Ilchester, 
there  was  no  prison  in  which  a  man  con- 
fined for  a  political  offence  was  compelled 
to  associate  with  felons,  or  submit  to  soli- 
tary confinement.  This,  however,  had 
been  accomplished  at  Ilchester  ^y  the  re- 
gulations of  these  magistrates,  confirmed 
by  the  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Best.  He 
wished  for  the  production  of  these  regu- 
lations, in  order  that  it  miglit  be  seen 
whether  he  was  borne  out  in  his  opinion 
that  they  were  the  most  arbitrary  and 
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crael  that  oould  b6  devised.  The  fact 
wn^  timt  no  written  rule  of  the  prison 
had  been  acted  upon  until  the  other  day. 
It  was  the  doty  of  the  House  to  address 
the  Crown  to  remove  these  magistrates 
irom  office.  They  had  neglected  their 
duty,  and  he  strongly  suspected  they  had 
done  so  criminally*  There  was  a  ca«e  re- 
ferred to  by  the  report,  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  poor  woman,  with  her  infant 
in  her  arms,  had  been  confined,  in  a  sea- 
son of  severe  fVost  and  snow,  within  a  cell 
in  which,  for  two  days,  she  was  allowed 
no  fire.  Her  food  was  nothing  but  bread, 
and  cold  water  from  a  bucket :  her  milk 
ikiM  her,  and  the  health  of  the  infant  at 
her  breast  differed  in  consequence.  All 
comment  upon  these  facts  was  unneces- 
sary. They  must  strike  every  feeling 
man  with  horror ;  yet  this  he  contended 
4iad  been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the 
roaeistrates.  It  was  them  that  he  blamed, 
and  not  their  miserable  tool  the  gaoler,  or 
his  underling;  and  if  he  had  the  power  to 
dinniss  them,  they  should  never  discharge 
another  magisterial  office  as  long  as  they 
lived. 

Mr.  Dickinson  said,  that  the  visiting 
magistrates  had  discharged  both  the  sur- 
geon and  gaoler  before  the  commission 
entered  on  the  inquiry;  and  stated  that 
idl  the  recommendations  of  the  commis- 
sioners, save  that  of  building  a  new  gaol, 
would  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Lennard  said,  the  magistrates  had 
done  nothing  until  the  abuses  in  question 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of 
parliament.  He  fully  a^eed  that  great 
stitpicion  attached  to  their  conduct.  He 
could  not  vouch  for  the  fact ;  but  it  had 
been  published  and  not  contradicted,  that 
one  of  the  magistrates,  on  occasion  of  the 
late  inquiry,  had  been  heard  to  say,  <<  We 
must  defend  our  gaoler."  Yet  this  eaoler 
was  a  wretch  discharged  from  the  hulks, 
a  defrauder  of  the  miserable  objects 
placed  within  his  power,  and  altogether 
as  infamous  in  character  as  he  was  brutal 
in  conduct. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table* 

GiviL  Offices  Pbnsion  Bill.]  Mr. 
Creevei/  rose  and  said  :*— Mr.  Speaker ;  I 
rise  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  I  have 
given,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before 
the  consideration  of  the  House  and  the 
public  an  act  of  parliament,  which  passed 
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in  the  yesir  1817,  and  which  is  entitled; 
"  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  re* 
compense  the  services  of  persons  hold- 
ing, or  who  have  held,  certain  high  and 
efficient  civil  offices."  This  act,  I  appre- 
hend, Mr.  Speaker,  is  little  understood  by 
this  House,  and  still  less  by  the  country  i 
and  yet  it  is  an  act  as  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests as  it  is  insulting  to  the  feelings  ot 
the  people.  Let  me  add,  too,  that  it  is 
utterly  subversive  of  both  the  principles 
and  the  practice  of  the  monarchy.  Al- 
though I  was  a  membef  of  this  House, 
when  the  act  in  question  was  passed,  t 
was  not  then  in  England,  otherwise  my 
vote  would  undoubt^ly  have  been  giveii 
with  those  who  opposed  the  bill.  As, 
howe^r,  it  is  understood  this  act  has  been 
lately  brought  into  operation  for  the  first 
time,  the  present  appears  a  very  fit  occa- 
sion for  a  revision  of  it ;  the  general  cir- 
cumstances too  of  the  times  give  a  great 
additional  importance  to  the  subject. 

The  title  of  the  act,  as  I  have  observed, 
is  "  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  re- 
compense the  services  of  persons  holding, 
or  who  have  held,  certain  high  and  effici- 
ent civil  offices."  But  there  never  wai 
a  title  more  destitute  of  all  foundation  iii 
truth.  His  majesty,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  no 
more  to  do  with  this  act  than  you,  Sir, 
or  myself;  except,  indeed,  as  being  the 
instrument  of  his  own  servants.  The  act 
may  be  truly  said  to  be,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  dfealers  and  traders  in  politics^ 
m  this  country,  into  a  company  or  cor- 
poration, under  the  firm  or  title  of  high 
and  efficient  public  men,  or  hich  and  effi- 
cient public  pensioners ;  ana  with  the 
same  precise  and  methodical  division  of 
the  profits  of  the  concern,  that  always 
takes  place  in  any  other  trading  body. 
The  sum  of  42,000/.  per  annum,  charged 
in  perpetuity  upon  the  consolidated  fund, 
is  the  joint  stock  of  the  company  created 
by  this  act ;  and  which,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  charter,  is  divided  according  to 
classes  in  the  following  manner: — The 
first  class,  consisting  of  the  first  lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  three  secretaries  of 
state,  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  are  to 
be  each  entitled  to  3,000/.  per  annum,  for 
life,  provided  the  time  of  their  respective 
services  in  office  shall  have  amounted  to 
two  years  altogether  i  whether  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  or  by  patch  work,  by  the 
piece  or  the  job;  and  then,  as  if  this  term 
of  two  years'  service  w^as  too  severe  a 
condition  to  be  imposed  upon  the  first 
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tnd  most  diatioguisbed  diss,  another 
pension  of  3,000/.  per  aoDum  is  giveD  to 
them  without,  any  limitation  at  all ;  and 
though  the  period  of  service  may  not  have 
exceeded  two  days,  or  even  two  minutes, 
^hese,  then,  are  the  provisions  for  the  first 
class,  seven  pensions  of  3,000/.  per  annum 
each  for  six  persons.  The  second  class 
comprises  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland 
and  the  secretary  at  war,  and  provides 
three  pensions  of  2,000^  per  annum  each 
for  such  persons  as  shall  oave  held  these 
two  offices  for  five  ^ears.  The  third  class 
consists  of  the  jomt  secretaries  of  the 
Treasury  and  first  secretary  of  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  for  such  persons  as  have  held 
these  offices  for  five  years,  six  pensions  of 
1,500^.  per  annum  each  are  provided. 
The  fourth  class  includes  the  under  secre- 
taries  of  state,  the  clerk  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  the  second  secretary  of  the  Admiralty; 
and  after  ten  years'  service  in  these  offices, 
six  pensions  of  1,000/.  each  are  given  to 
ittch  persons  as  have  held  them.  These 
are  the  provisions  of  this  memorable  act. 
I  need  scarcely  observe  to  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that,  from  the  earliest  period  of 
our  history  to  the  year  1817,  tbci  kings  and 
queens  of  England  have  been  allow^  the 
privilege  of  discovering  for  themselv^  the 
meritorious  servicca  of  their  servants  or 
subjects,  and  in  the  same  way  they  have 
been  uniformly  recognised  as  the  estab- 
blished  fountains  of  all  honours  and  re- 
wards ;  if,  indeed,  the  services  of  a  subject 
have  been  so  distinguished,  that  the  means 
of  the  Crown  were  inadequate  to  render 
him  a  corresponding  recompense^  then  it 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  sovereign  to 
apply  to  this  House  for  its  co-operation ; 
and  here,  agaitti  the  House  has  been  al- 
lowed likewisie  to  have  an  opinion  of  its 
own,  before  it  gave  away  the  money  of  its 
constituents.  But  these  antiquated  no- 
tions, Mr.  Speaker,  are  all  utterly  ex^ 
ploded  by  this  bill,  both  the  kins  and  the 
parliament  are  now  saved  all  farther 
trouble  upon  this  subject ;  merit  in  public 
men  is  settled  for  the  first  time,  and  once 
for  all  by  act  of  parliament,  and  a  monopoly 
of  the  article  is  vested  by  this,  bill  in  that 
corporation  of  high  and  efficient  jHiblic 
men  who  are  the  obiects  of  it.  His  ma- 
jesty, as  I  observed  before,  has  nothine  in 
truth  to  do  with  this  bill ;  he  cannot  alter 
or  vary  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  com* 
nany  *s  charter,  nor  can  he  travel  out  of  it. 
He  cannot,  for  instance,  grant  pensions 
of  3,000/.,  or  2,000/.,  or  1,500/.  per  annum, 
to  anv  other  subjects  in  his  dominions 
han  those  who  are  specified  in  the  bill. 


By  the  civil  list  act  of  1792,  c*  82,  bis 
majesty  is  precluded  from  granting  toai^ 
other  subject  than  a  member  of  the  royal 
family  a  pension  exceeding  the. sum  of 
1,200/.  per  annum ;  and  by  the  same  aot» 
the  sum  total  which  the  royal  bounty  caa 
dispense  in  pensions  amongst  the  whole  (^ 
the  nation,  is  limited  to  90,00tf.  per 
annum.  By  the  bill  in  question,  the  se- 
cretaries to  the  Treasury  even  are  provided 
with  pensions  exceeding  in  amount  what 
the  Crown  has  the  power  to  bestow ;  and 
this  compact  corporation  of  high  and  effi« 
cient  public  men  have  divided  amongst 
themselves  a  sum  of  42,000/.  per  annum, 
being  nearlv  half  of  what  the  sovereign  is 
permitted  by  law  to  grant  amongst  the 
whole  of  his  subjects.  The  king's  sign 
manual,  I  admit,  is  necessary  to  give  a 
perfect  title  to  these  peusions,  but  this  is 
aU;  and  as  the  hich  and  efficient  pen- 
sioners are  themselves  the  confidential 
advisers  of  the  Crown,  there  will  be  little 
difficulty  on  this  subject.  I  confess,  Mr. 
Speaker,  under  all  these  circumstances,  I 
think  it  would  have  been  a  more  manly 
course  in  this  corporation,  a  proceeding 
too,  less  insulting  and  degrading  to  the 
sovereign,  to  have  set  up  a  seal  of  their 
own,  rather  than  have  given  his  majesty 
the  trouble  of  applying  his  sign  n^anual ; 
or  if  his  majesty  s  name  must  be  intro* 
duced  by  them  into  this  bill,  then  I  think 
its  title  ought  to  have  been,  <*  An  act  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  act  as  Secretary  to 
his  own  Servants.'*  Having  stated  the 
substance,  Mn  Speaker,  of  this  extraor- 
dinary bill,  I  proceed,  Sir,  to  trace  its 
origin  and  bistoir.  Upon  examining  the 
Journals  of  thb  House,  for  the  year  1817> 
I  find  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Davis  Gilbert,  Mr.  Bankes,  and 
the  viscount  Castlereagh ;  and  I  further 
find,  that  those  two  gentlemen,  and  the 
noble  lord,  we^e  members  of  a  select 
committee,  which  was  appointed  in  that 
session,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  exa- 
mining the  public  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  kingdom,  and  more  particu- 
larly for  examining  what  reduction  could 
be  effected  in  the  latter,  without  detriment 
to  the  public  service ;  and,  lastly,  I  per- 
ceive, tnat  the  bill  in  question  was  recom- 
mended in  the  very  first  report  from  that 
finance  committee.  To  a  superficial  ob- 
server, Mr.  Speaker,  it  certainly  does  not 
sppear  the  i^ost  obvious  mode  of  dimi- 
nishing the  public  expenditure  to  create  a 
perpetual  charge  upon  the  people  of 
42,000/.  per  annum,  to  be  divided  in  pen* 
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•ioof ;  nor  does  it  appear  a  ^ery  decent 
proceeding,  that  amongst  those,  who  re- 
comaiended  or  created  those  pensionsi 
are  to  be  foadd  the  very  persons  who  are 
eventually  to  enjoy  them.  But  this  House» 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  privileged  place ;  things 
may  be  done  here,  which  woald  never  be 
thought  of  in  any  other  assembly  in  Eng- 
land. As,  however,  this  corporation  of 
high  and  efficient  public  men  has  fhinkty 
and  boldly  asserted,  in  the  preamble  to 
t\mt  charter,  their  undoubted  right  to 
these  pensions,  and  has  stated  at  tlie  same 
time  toe  grounds  upon  which  such  rights 
■re  founded,  let  us  examine  their  title 
upon  their  own  showing.  The  preamble 
to  their  act  runs  thus:  *<  Whereas  the 
abolition  and  regulation  pf  various  offices 
will  deprive  the  Crown  of  part  of  the 
■leans  by  which  his  majesty  has  been  hi- 
therto enabled  to  recompense  the  services 
of  persons  holding  high  and  efficient  civil 
offices,  it  is  expedient  and  necessary,  and' 
consistent  with  sound  policy  and  proper 
economy,  that  other  means  should  be  af- 
forded his  majesty,  of  recompensing,  drc, 
Ac** 

It  is  here  necessary  for  me  to  state, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  seven  or  eight  bills, 
having  for  their  object  the  abolition  and 
regulation  of  different  offices,  were 
brought  into  this  House  at  the  same  time, 
and  by  the  same  persons  who  introduced 
'the  Pension  bill ;  and  aa  these  bills  consti- 
tute the  foundation  and  justiBcation  of  the 
Fension  bill,  I  must  beg  the  House  to  ac- 
company roe  in  going  through  them  one 
by  one.  I  must  request,  too,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  the  attention  of  the  hdn. 
member  for  Corfe  Castle,  who  is  consi- 
dered, in  truth,  the  autlror  of  all  those 
bills,  and  that  he  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
correct  me,  if  I  am  guilty  of  any  inaccu- 
racy or  mis-statement  upon  this  occasion. 
It  ia  at  all  times  a  practice  as  unjust  as  it 
is  unwise,  to  overstate  any  qaestion ;  but 
with  so  strone  a  one  as  Ihave  at  present 
to  deal  with,  it  would  be  quite  unpardon- 
able to  do  so. 

The  first  act,  then,  that  I  begin  with, 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  57th  Geo.  Srd,  c.  60, 
the  title  of  which  is  **  An  Act  to  regulate 
certain  offices  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
in  Bngland  ;'*  and  it  enacts,  that  from  and 
afler,  and  upon  the  termination  respec- 
tively of  the  present  existing  interests  in 
the  undermentioned  offihces,  mz.  the  king's 
remembrancer,  clerk  of  the  pleas,  clerk 
of  the  pipe,  controller  of  the  pipe,  mar- 
shall,  foreign  apposer,  purveyor,  aad  re- 


ceiver general  of  green  wax ;  lord  treasu- 
rer's remembrancer,  clerk  of  foreign  es- 
treats, cleHc  of  the  Nichills,  controller  of 
first  fiiiits,  and  in  the  Alienation  office 
three  commissioners,  the  i^ceiver-genera), 
two  entering  clerks,  master  in  Chancery, 
and  the  solicitor  of  the  exchequer,  the 
duties  thereof,  respectively,  shall  be  dis- 
charged b;^  the  dAceitz  appointed  to  hold 
the  same  in  person,  and  not  by  deputy. 
And  the  act  further  provides,  that  upon 
all  future  vacancies  in  such  offices,  the 
lord  high  treasurer,  or  the  commissioners 
of  his  majesty's  Treasury,  are  to  regulate 
the  duties  as  well  as  the  emoluments  of 
such  offices,  and  to  appoint  proper  persons 
to  fill  the  same ;  the  fees  now  payable  to 
such  officers  being  to  be  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  future  salaries ;  and  if  any  balance 
of  such  fees  shall  remain,  after  payment 
of  such  salaries,  the  same  is  to  make  part* 
of  the  consolidated  fund.  This,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  first  of  those  acts  of 
reform,  for  which  we  have  been  called 
upon  to  pay  in  return  42,000/.  per  annum, 
in  perpetuity,  to  be  divided  amongst  our 
high  and  efficient  public  men.  And  what, 
let  me  ask,  is  the  extraordinary  favour 
done  the  public,  in  having  the  duties  of 
these  offices  performed  by  the  persons 
who  enjoy  the  profits  of  them?  Why 
shodid  it  not  be  so?  Whv,  indeed,  are' 
we  to  wait  till  all  the  existing  holders  of ' 
these  offices  are  dead,  before  so  obvious  a 
regulation  i^  to  be  ptit  in  practice  i  And 
above  all,  let  our  high  and  efficient  pub- 
lic men  explain  to  us,  where  we  are  to 
discover  <<  the  necessity  and  expediency 
and  sound  policy,  and  proper  economy" 
of  giving  them  Immediately  and  from 
hence  forth  4'2,00tf.  in  perpetuity,  as  the 
purchase  of  an  act,  whicn  is  merely  a 
prospective  act  of  regulation,  which  only 
transfers  the  patronage  over  a  certain 
number  of  offices  from  the  Crown  to  the 
Treasury,  and  which  even  records  the 
doubt  entertained  by  its  own  authors, 
whether  in  point  of  economv,  any  ad- 
vantage at  aH  is  to  be  derived  from  it  to 
thepublic. 

The  next  act,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  57th 
Geo.  Srd,  c.  61,  the  title  of  which  is,  **  An 
Act  to  aboliih  the  offices  of  the  wardens, 
chief  justices,  and  justices  in  Eyre,  north 
and  south  of  Trent,'*  and  its  preamble 
rum  thus:*"  Whereas  the  office  of  war- 
den,  chief  justice,  and  justice  in  Eyre,  of 
his  majesty's  forests,  chases,  parks,  and 
wmrrena  north  of  Trent,  and  the  office  of 
wardeo,  chief  jostice,  and  justice  in  Eyre, 
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of  his  OMtjesty's  forests,  chases,  parks,  and 
Vtarrens  south  of  Trent,  are  offices  of  con- 
siderable emolument;  and  by  reason  of 
disforesting  of  many  of  the  great  forests, 
and  enclosiDg  of  others  of  such  forests, 
and  the  regulations  which  hare  from  time 
to  time  been  made  relative  to  the  land  re- 
venues of  the  Crown,  the  efficient  duties 
of  the  said  offices  have  in  a  great  measure 
ceased,  and  it  is  therefore  expedient,  that 
such  offices  should,  upon  the  termination 
of  the  present  existing  interests  therein  be 
abolished,"  and  the  same  office|,  subject 
to  such  conditions,  are  abolished  accord- 
ingly. Now  I  apprehend,  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  the  case  thus  stated  by  the  pream- 
\fie  to  this  act  itself,  the  only  doubt  which 
reasonable  men  can  entertain  is,  whether 
the  public  ought  to  forego  the  advantage 
of  this  projected  reform  during  the  lives 
of  Mr.  Villars  and  Mr.  Grenville,  the  pre- 
sent holders  of  these  sinecures,  or  whe- 
ther these  offices  ought  not  to  be  abolish- 
ed forthwith.  Our  high  and  efficient  pub- 
lic men,  it  seems,  have  very  different  views 
upon  such  subjects ;  they  are  always  for 
the  public  postponing  their  claims  to  those 
of  the  sinecure  men;  their  attention  to 
the  latter  is  as  uniform  as  it  is  unbound- 
ed ;  in  each  of  these  reform  bills  we  shall 
see.  Sir,  that  they  always  approach  the 
•inecure  men  with  a  kind  of  apology,  and 
an  assurance  at  starting,  that  nothing  is 
Either  from  their  intention  than  to  make 
the  slightest  encroachment  upon  their 
property.  When,  however,  the  same 
nigh  and  efficient  public  men  come  with 
their  own  claims  for  pensions,  waiting,  or 
postponenvent  of  claims,  is  the  last  thing 
that  occurs  to  them ;  in  their  view,  the 
public  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  support 
both  the  sinecure  man  and  the  pensioner, 
and  both  at  the  same  time.  Witness,  Sir, 
the  occasion  I  am  now  referring  to«  Two 
sinecures  of  2,000/.  each  per  annum  are 
to  be  abolish^  Upon  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
Villars  and  Mr.  Grenville ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  indemnifying  our  public  men 
far  t|iis  prospective  contingent  loss  to  the 
trade  of^politicians,  a  fund  of  4*2,000&  per 
annum  is  created  for  them  in  perpetuity, 
at  the  expense  of  the  public,  and  with  im- 
mediate possession.  Let  me  observe,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  this  place,  that  the  ground 
upon  which  there  is  so  strong  and  univer- 
sal a  feeling  in  this  country  against  the 
existence  of  all  sinecure  offices  is,  that,  in 
f  ruth,  such  sinecures  are  neither  more  nor 
less  than  so  many  pensions.  What  then 
are  the  people  to  ttiink,  when  they  are 


inade  to  purchase  and  pay  for  these  siQe- 
cures  by  corresponding  pensiojfis,  greater 
in  amount,  and  perpetual  in  duration^ 
This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  a  perfectly  new 
principle,  it  is  the  first  time  it  has^^made 
Its  appearance  in  the  Statute  Book«  I 
shall  have  occasion  presently  to  show.  It 
is  in  direct  opposision  t(i  all  former  pre- 
cedents on  such  subjects ;  and  $o  be  it  al<* 
ways  remembered  in  future,  that  we  are 
indebted  for  this  modern  improvement  ta 
that  committee  of  finance,  which  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  specific  purpose  of  diaii«* 
nishing  the  public  burthens,  for  the  abeU* 
tion  of  useless  offices. 

The  third  act  of  reform,  Mr.  Speaker* 
from  this  finance  committee  of  1817*  ia 
the  57  Geo.  3rd,  c.  62 ;  and  the  title  of  it 
is,  <<  An  Act  to  abolish  certain  <^ces« 
and  to  regulate  certain  other  offices  ia 
Ireland/'  This  act  enacts*  that,  from  and 
after  the  termination  of  the  present 
existing  interests  therein,  the  offices  of 
surveyor-general  of  the  Crown  lands, 
keeper  of  records  in  the  Birmingham 
Tower  at  Dublin,  keeper  of  the  recorda 
of  parliament,  clerk  of  the  paper  office, 
accountant  to  the  board  of  general  offi- 
cers, secretary  to  the  said  board,  cor- 
rector and  supervisor  of  his  majesty's 
printing  press,  compiler  of  the  Dublin 
Gazette,  master  of  the  revels,  seneschal 
of  his  majesty's  manors,  accoun|ant*geae*^ 
ral,  supervisor  of  accounts  in  the  bsmoki 
department,  barrack*master  of  the  royal 
barracks,  shall  be  wholly  abolished.  And 
it  is  farther  enacted  by  the  same  act, 
that  the  offices  of  clerk  of  the  council, 
qiuster-master-general,  pratique  master  of 
the  port  of  Dublin,  storekeeper  of  the 
customs  in  the  said  port,  shall,  after  the 
termination  of  the  existing  ioterasts 
therein,  be  executed  in  person,  and  not  by 
deputy ;  and  thus  the  patronage  over  these 
latter  offices  is  transferred  upon  future 
vacancies  from  the  Crown  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury,  with  the  abao*. 
lute  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  futore 
salaries,  &c.,  &e ;  and,  by  a  farther  clause 
in  this  act,  the  offices  of  commisaionera  of 
the  board  of  works  in  Ireland  are  to  be 
abolished,  subject  always  to  all  existiiig 
interests,  in  the  persona  now  holding  the 
same.  In  remarking  upon  this  act,  I 
wish  verv  much  that  our  high  aad  effi- 
cient public  men  would  point  out  to  oa 
such  of  these  offices  so  to  be  abolished 
prospectively  in  Ireland,  that  the^  would 
naye  condescended  to  fill :  what  it  is^  io^ 
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^iirt»  that  ibey  have  lost :  because,  Sir, 
if  it  be  triie»  as  1  suspect  it  is,  that  they 
bave  talceo  to  theoMelves  ^2fiQ0L  per 
anoum  in  perpetuity,  as  the  compensa- 
tion for  that,  vrhioh  it  is  almost  morally 
certain  they  could  never  bave  possessed ; 
then  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  they 
bare  been  raising  money  for  themselves 
under  false  pretences;  a  practice,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which  iu  societies  less  polished 
than  this  is  known  by  the  name  of  swind- 
ling, and  which  here,  I  presume,  I  may 
be  perautted  to  call  parliamentary  swind- 
ling. 

The  next  act,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the 
finance  committee,  ia  the  57  Geo*  drd,  c. 
6S,  and  the  title  of  it  is,  «<  An  Act  to 
regulate  the  Offices  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Signet  and  Privy  Seal.*'  The  provision 
•f  this  act  is,  that,  subject  to  the  existing 
interests  in  the  persona  holding  the  ofBces 
of  the  clerks  of  the  signet  and  privy  seal, 
the  duties  of  the  said  offices  shall  he  per- 
Ibrmed  in  person,  and  not  by  deputy; 
and  then,  as  in  the  preceding  acts  of  re- 
gulation, the  patronage  over  these  offices 
IS  merely  transferred  nom  the  Crown  to 
the  Treasury.  This  act  again,  though 
one  of  mere  prospective  regulation  only, 
is  made  one  of  those  claims  upon  us  by 
our  public  men,  and  for  which,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  "  necessity,  and  expediency, 
and  sound  policy,  and  proper  economy," 
we  are  to  pay  tbem  42,00(tf.  per  annum 
in  pensions  for  evermore. 

The  next  act  is  the  57  Geo.  Srd,  c. 
64,  and  the  title  of  wjiich  is,  ".  An  Act 
to  abolish  certain  offices,  and  regulate 
others  in  Scotland.'*  The  various  pro- 
visions of  this  act  are,  that,  subject  to  the 
ext^ng  interest  in  the  person  holding 
the  office  of  keeper  of  the  great  seal  for 
Scotland,  bis  majesty  shall  not  grant  a 
greater  salary  to  the  person  holding  such 
office  than  2000/.  per  annum ;  and  m  like 
manner,  and  so  subject  to  such  existing 
interest  as  aforesaid,  his  majesty  shall 
not  grant  a  greater  salary  to  the  person 
holding  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  privy 
seal  for  Scotland  than  l,20tf.  per  annum ; 
that,  subject  to  existing  interests  of  the 
persons  holding  the  offices  of  keeper  of 
the  signet  and  lord  register  of  Scotland, 
the  duties  of  keeper  of  the  signet  shall  be 
performed  by  the  lord  register,  and  that 
the  aatary  of  the  latter  shall  be  limited 
to  1,200^  per  annum ;  that  every  cashier 
and  receiver-general  of  excise  in  Scot- 
land, thenceforth  to  be  appointed,  shall 
discharge  the  duties  diereof  in  perswi 


and  not  receive  an  higher  salary  than 
ItOOO/.  a  year ;  that  persons,  to  be  thence- 
forth appointed  to  the  offices  of  knigbt 
marshal  or.  vice  admiral  of  Scotland,  i^all 
receite  no  salaries  for  such  offices;  then 
it  is  farther  enacted,  timt  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  existing  interests  ia  the 
offices  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer  in 
Scotland,  kbg's  iremembrancer  in  the 
exchequer,  lord  treasurer's  remembrancer 
in  the  exchequer,  presenter  of  signatures 
in  the  exchequer,  keeper  of  the  general 
register^  of  seisins,  jderk  to  the  admission 
of  notaries,  director  of  chancery,  clerk  of 
the  chancery,  clerk  of  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, the  duties  of  the  same  offices  shall 
be  discharged  by  the  persons  appointed 
to  perform  the  same  in  person :  and  then 
follows  the  same  clause  as  in  the  former 
acts,  which  transfers  the  patronage  over 
these  regulated  offices  from  the  Crown 
to  the  Treasury,  and  with  the  same  dis-^ 
cretion  as  to  the  amount  of  future  sala- 
ries; and  by  the  following  clause  in  the 
same  act  it  is  enacted,  that  after  the  ter- 
mination of  existing  interests  in  the  fol- 
lowing offices,  videlicetf  one  of  the  clerks 
of  the  pipe  in  Scotland,  cleric  assistant  w 
the  general  surveyors  and  inspectors  of 
taxes,  controller*general  of  the  customs, 
receiver  of  bishops'  rents,  inspector  of 
wheel  carriages.  Gazette  writer,  inspec- 
tor-general of  roads,  all  such  offices  shall 
be  thenceforth  abolished.  Upon  this  last 
act,  I  can  only  repeat  the  waervatton  I 
bave  before  made  respecting  the  act  from 
the  finance  committee,  which  relates  to 
Ireland.  Will  our  high  and  efficient 
public  men  have  the  goodoesa  to  point 
out  to  us  which  of  these  last-mentioned 
offices  in  Scotland,  so  prospectively  abo- 
lished aa  aforesaid,  they  would  have  c6n- 
desoended  to  fill ;  and  will  they  inform* 
us,  why  the  other  offices  in  Scotland  may 
not  be  prospectively  regulated  as  they  are 
by  this  bill,  without  dur  paying  42,00M. 
per  annum  in  perpetuity  to  our  high  and 
efficient  public  men,  in  return  tor  the 
&vour  of  such  regulation  ? 

The  next  act,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  ih^ 
finance  committee  of  I817f  ia  the  57 
Geo.  Srd,  c  66.  And  I  must  beg  ^e 
particular  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
title  of  this  act,  because  it  is  in  every  re-' 
speot  worthy  of  the  quarter  from  whence 
it  comes.  It  is  called,  "  An  Act  to' 
amend  an  Act  of  the  twenty-second  Year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  suppressing  or 
regulating  certain  offices  therein  men-' 
tinned,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Office  of 
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the  Board  of  Trade."  This  act  of  the 
twenty  •second  of  his  late  majesty,  amongst 
▼ariouB  other  offices^  abolishes  the  board 
of  trade  altogether;  and  when^  therefore, 
A  committee  appointed  by  diis  House  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  reducing  the  pub- 
lic expenditure^  1^  abolishing  useless 
offices,  brings  a  bill  into  parliament  to 
amend  that  act,  one  mi^ht  reasonably  ex- 
pect, that  the  economica]  provisions  of 
that  act  were  to  be  still  GBurther  extended ; 
instead  of  which,  it  turns  out  to  be  a  bill 
to  repeal  and  not  to  amend  that  |ct  %  and 
a  vice  president  of  a  board  of  trade  is 
again  created,  with  a  salary  of  2,00(tf*  per 
annum.  So  much  for  tlus  econonucal, 
reforminff,  retrenching  committee  of  fi- 
nance of  1817,  and  so  much  for  those 
principles  of  <<  necessity,  and  expediency, 
and  sound  policy,  and  proper  economy,'' 
upon  which  our  high  and  efficient  publio 
men  datm  to  be  entitled  to  42,00(1^  in 
perpetuity,  in .  compensation  for  offices 
which  are  regulated  or  abolished  by  this 
committee. 

The  next  act,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  57 
Geo.  8rd,  c.  67 ;  and  it  is  •<  An  Act  to 
regulate  certain  offices  in,  and  abolish 
others  in  his  majesty's  minto  m  England 
and  Scotland  respectively.*'  And  it 
enacts,  that  the  office  of  warden  of  his 
majesty's  mint  in  England,  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  the  existing  interest  therein, 
shall  be  abolished;  and  that,  after  the 
termination  of  the  existing  interest  in  the 
office  of  controller  of  the  mint  in  Eng- 
land,, the  duties  thereof  shall  he  per- 
formed by  tlie  person  holding  the  same 
and  not  by  deput;^ ;  that  the  office  of 
governor  of  the  mint  in  Scotland,  after 
the  termination  of  existing  interests 
therein,  shall  be  held  by  the  roaster  of  the 
mint  in  England;  and  that  the  different 
offices  in  the  mint  in  Scotland,  upon  the 
termination  of  existing  interestt  therein, 
shall  be  abolished.  * 

And,  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am,  fortu- 
nately for  you.  Sir,  and  for  the  House, 
arrived  at  the  last  of  these  economical 
acts  of  the  Economical  Committee  of 
Finance  of  1817,  I  mean  the  57  Geo.  8, 
c.  84.  The  title  of  this  act  is,  «<  An  Act 
to  regulate  the  offices  in  his  majesty's 
exchequer  in  England  and  Ireland  re- 
spectively," and  ito  preamble  runs  thus: 
<*  Whereas  the  offices  of  auditor  and 
tellers  of  his  majesty's  exchequer  in 
England  and  Ireland  reipectively,  and  of 
clerks  of  the  pells  ia  England  and  Ire-, 
land  are  offices  with  respect  to  wlMch  it 


is  expedient  that  a  more  economical  exe- 
cution of  the  duties  thereof  respectively, 
after  the  termination  of  the  present  exist- 
ing interests  tlierein,  should  be  adopted." 
And  then  the  act  makes  a  prospective 
transfer   accordingly  of  their   diffiBrent 

?itent   places  ftom   the   Crown  to  the 
reasory,  enacting,  that  the  duties  there- 


of shall  be  performed  by  the  pe 
holding  the  same,  and  not  by  deputy; 
and  leaving  the  provision,  as  to  salaries, 
at  the  sole  and  aosolute  discretion  of  the 
Treasury.  This  hst  act,  Mr.  Speaker,  as 
the  House  will  see,  is  one  of  pure  pro- 
spective regulation  only:  one  should 
have  thought,  that  the  preamble  to  this 
act  had  stated  a  sufficiently  obvious 
ground  for  its  necessity ;  but  this  makes 
the  last  of  those  concessions  from  our 
public  men,  for  which  they  demand  an 
instant  remuneration  of  4>2,000^  per 
annum  as  pensions. 

Having  now  gone  through  these  dif- 
ferent acts  of  reform^  which  emanated 
from  the  Finance  Committee  of  1817,  it 
will  be  for  the  Hooae  and  the  country  to 
decide,  whether  the  different  prospective 
reductions  and  regulations  in  public 
offices  which  they  contain,  have  been  of 
such  singular  national  importance  as^  to 
justify  our  public  men  in  entrenching 
themselves  by  bill  against  all  further  en- 
croachments upon  their  trade,  in  pro- 
tectmg  themselves  by  act  of  parliament 
against  all  future  losses,  with  a  very 
decent  indemnity  for  such  as  have  already 
occurred.  This  pension  bill,  Mr.  Speaker, 
ought  to  be  regarded  by  the  House  and 
the  country,  as  an  eternal  monument  of 
the  danger  of  permitting  a  minister  of  the 
Crown  to  delegate  the  duties  of  the  exe- 
cutive government  of  the  country  to  a 
committee  of  this  House.  Had  we  com- 
municated directly  with  the  Crown  and 
its  responsible  ministers  upon  this  subject, 
as  I  shall  show  you  presently  we  were 
always  accustomed  to  do,  it  is  utterly 
impossible  this  degrading  Pension  bill 
could  ever  have  found  its  way  into  this 
House.  Is  there  a  tangle  person  in  this 
assembly,  who  is  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
noble  lord  opposite  had  brought  down  a 
message  from  the  Crown,  stating  his 
majesty's  ^acious  wishes,  that  for  the 
relidf  of  hts  people  this  House  would 
undertake  the  regulation  or  reduction  of 
all  useless  estabushmeots— is  there  any 
one,  I  say,  who  thinks  the  noble  lord, 
would  have  advised  his  majesty  to  have 
added  to.such  message,  a  hmt  to  thia 
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Hontet  that  bis  semuitB  might  be  no 
loaers  by  this  national  economy;  that 
tome  device  might  be  hit  upon  for  pro^ 
teoting  tbemat  least,  from  all  cotosequencee 
of  such  public  improvement?  It  is 
utterly  impossible,  tbat  the  noble  lord,  or 
any  other  minister,  could  have  enter- 
tained for  a  moment  the  thought  of  such 
an  outrage;  and  yet,  a  select  committee 
of  this  House,  named  by  a  minister  of  the 
Crown,  has  accompnshed  this  very 
object  with  as  much  facility  as  any  mere 
ordinary  matter  of  course.  Such,  Sir,  is 
the  difllerence  between  living  under  the 
old-fashioned  monarchy  of  this  country 
with  responsible  ministers,  and  under  this 
new  executive  government— a  committee 
of  this  House,  named  by  a  minister  of  the 
Crown.  Amidst  the  various  obligations 
we  owe  to  this  new  executive  govern- 
ment, the  committee  of  finance  of  1817, 
we  ou^ht  not  to  be  unmindful  of  its 
merits  m  having  repealedyr  in  many  cases, 
the  statute  of  the  6th  of  queen  Anne;  one 
of  the  provisions  of  that  act  enacts,  that 
any  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
accepting  an  ofiice  of  profit  under  the 
Crown  shall  vacate  his  seat,  and  return  to 
his  constituents  to  take  their  opinion  of 
his  conduct ;  the  tellerships  of  the  exche- 
quer, and  various  other  offices,  regulated 
by  the  finance  committee,  were  offices  of 
this  description ;  the  pensions,  therefore, 
which  are  designed  as  substitutes  for  such 
places,  ought,  had  there  been  any  con- 
sistency in  the  finance  committee,  to 
have  been  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
with  the  offices  for  which  they  were 
given,  and  to  have  vacated  the  seats  of 
all  members  of  this  House  who  accept  of 
them.  Let  me,  by  way  of  illustration, 
remind  the  House  of  a  case  within  the 
recollection  of  most  of  us.  Mr.  Yorke, 
then  member  for  Cambridgeshire,  accepted 
the  office  of  one  of  these  tellerships  or  the 
exchequer,  he  vacated  his  seat,  and  was 
rejected  by  his  constituents,  never  more 
to  be  returned  by  them.  Mr.  Yorke  has 
some  reason  to  regret,  1  must  odmiti  Sir, 
that  he  did  not  receive  his  reward  under 
the  new  dynasty  of  Corfe  Castle,  in  pre- 
ference to  that  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
for  had  he  done  so,  in  money  even  he 
would  have  been  a  gainer;  aa,  coming 
within  the  first  class  of  pensions,  he 
would  have  had  d,000/.  per  annum,  in- 
stead of%l€OLf  the  profitt  of  the  teller- 
ship;  and  above  all  he  would  have  been 
rebeved  from  the  expense  and  mortifiea- 
tion  of  hia  rejection  by  his  constituents. 


As  proofr  of  the  superior  advantages 
we  used  to  enjoy  under  the  uniform  prac^ 
tice  of  the  monarchy,  up  to  the  usurpa* 
tion  of  its  functions  by  the  finance  com- 
mittee in  1817,  and  as  inducements  to  the 
House  to  return  to  such  wholesome 
courses  without  delay,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed. Sir,  to  give  specimens  of  what  used 
to  be  the  practice,  with  both  the  Crown 
and  thlh  House,  when  overpaid  or  useless 
offices  were  to  be  regulated  or  abolished. 
1  begin.  Sir,  with  the  act  called  the  Civil 
List  act4>f  1782,  c.  82.  And  here  it  may 
be  useful  to  refer  to  the  message  from  the 
throne,  which  preceded  that  act,  and 
which  was  delivered  to  the  House  by  lord 
John  Cavendbh,  then  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  This  message,  which  was 
delivered  the  2nd  May^  i782,  runs  thus: 
*^h\B  majesty  has  found  with  concern, 
that  notwithstanding  the  two  several  pay* 
ments  of  the  civil  list  debt,  and  the  sub- 
sequent increase  of  the  civil  list  revenue,- 
a  considerable  debt  is  since  incurred. 
His  majesty  therefore  desires  the  advice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  as  to  the  mode 
of  discharging  that  debt,  and  preventing 
the  like  in  future,  without  laying  any  new 
burthen  on  his  people,  whom  it  is  ever  his 
wish  as  much  as  possible  to  relieve."  On 
the  6th  of  MajT,  in  that  year,  a  bill  was 
ordered,  nemine  contradicente,  to  be 
brought  in  upon  that  message,  and  the 
persons  who  were  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same  were  Mr.  Burke,  lord  John 
Cavendish,  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  the  lord 
Althorpe,  Mr.  James  Grenville,  Mr. 
Frederick  Montague,  Mr.  Attorney  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  General;  all  official  and 
responsible  persons;  and  the  following 
preamble  to  that  bill,  when  brought  into 
the  House,  was  in  every  respect  worthy 
of  its  constitutional  origin.  **  Whereas 
his  majesty,  from  his  paternal  regard  to 
the  welfare  of  his  faithful  people,  from 
his  desire  to  discharge  tne  debt  upon  his 
civil  list  without  any  new  burthen  to  the 
public,  for  preventing  the  growth  of  a 
like  debt  for  the  future,  as  well  as  for 
introducinff  a  better  order  and  economy^ 
in  the  civiflist  establishment,  and  for  tfaie 
better  securing^the  liberty  and  independ*' 
ence  of  parliament,  has  been  pleased  to 
order,  that  the  office,  commonly  called  or 
known  by  the  name  of  Uie  third  secretary^ 
of  state,  or  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonies,  the  office  or  establishment  com- 
monly called  or  known  by  the  name  or 
daicription  of  the  board  of  trade  and 
plaptations,  the  offices  of  lords  of  police 
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in  Scotland,  the  principal  officers  of  the 
board  of  worki,  the  priocipal  officers  of 
the  great  wardrobe,  the  principal  officers 
of  the  jewel  office,  the  treasurer  of  the 
ehamber,  the  coffisrer  of  the  hoasehdd, 
the  offices  of  the  six  clerks  of  the  board 
of  green  cloth,  the  office  of  pajmaster  of 
the  pensiens,  the  offices  of  master  of  the 
barriers  and  fox  honnds,  tmd  also  the 
office  of  master  of  the  stag  hounds,  should 
be  suppressed;  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
&c.  &c. '  and  the  same  offices  were  all  90 
abolished  accordingly.  What  a  contrast, 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  presented  bj  the  language 
of  this  act,  coming  as  it  does  through  the 
responsible  ministers  of  the  Crown,  to  the 
fawning  preamble  of  the  Pension  bill  from 
the  finance  committee,  with  all  its  tender 
considsration  for  our  high  and  efficient 
public  men.  We  have  no  pensions.  Sir, 
created  by  this  bill  to  reimburse  our 
public  men  for  the  loss  of  diffi?rent 
offices  d[)olnbed  on  this  occasion.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  enacted,  by  the  seven- 
teenth clause  of  (his  very  bill,  that,  "  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  granting  of 
pensions,  and  the  prevention  of  abuse  and 
excess  therein,"  the  Crown  shall  not  for 
the  future  grant  a  pension  greater  in 
amount  to  any  subject  than  1,200^  per 
anttum,  nor  more  than  90,000/.  per  annum 
kk  tlie  whole.  If,  then,  on  the  occasion  I 
am  now  referring  to,  when  the  minister  of 
tbe  Crown  and  this  House  were  all  of 
opinion,  that  reduction  of  offices  and  re- 
duction of  pensions  should  go  hand  in 
band,  upon  what  possible  pretext  is  it, 
that  this  finance  committee  has  induced 
tbe  House  to  adopt  this  new  and  hitherto 
unheard*of  principle  of  paying  our  public 
men  this  enormous  sum  of  42,000/.  per 
annum^  fiir  losses  supposed  to  be  sustained 
by  tbera  from  remote  prospective  regula* 
ttons  of  offices  only  ? 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  shall  be  said,  that 
the  offices  abolished  by  the  22nd  Geo.  S, 
were  offices  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Crown,  and  not  by  patent,  and  that  there- 
fore that  act  does  not  apply  to  the  offices 
abolished  or  regulated  by  the  finance 
committee,  then  I  beg,  Sir,  to  refer  the 
House  to  the  act  of  the  23rd  Geo.  S,  c. 
82;  an  act  which  may  be  truly  said  to  run 
on  all  fours  with  the  regulating  acts  of 
the  finance  committee,  and  which  I  am 
perfectly  convinced  must  be  considered 
by  all  reasonable  men  as  quite  conclusive 
on  this  subject.  The  title  of  the  act  is, 
<<  An  act  for  establishing  certain  regula- 
tions in  the  receipt  of  his  majesty's  ex- 


eheqiier.''  This  act,  be  it  aeain  observed^ 
was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Secre* 
tary  Fox,  and  lord  John  Cavendish,  all 
official  and  responsible  servants  of  tbe 
Crown  at  that  time;  and  it  recites,  that 
in  the  receipt  of  his  majesty's  excfafequer 
there  are  several  useless,  expensive,  and 
unnecessary  offices ;  and  that  the  enaolu*> 
ments  arising  from  other  of  the  offices  in 
the  exchequer  are  become  excessive ;  and 
that  tlie  mode  of  paying  the  officers  by 
aUowances,  fees,  and  gratuities,  is  incon^ 
venient,  both  to  the  public  and  individuaisi 
And  then  come  the  various  enactments 
of  the  bill,  viz.  that  the  offices  of  the  two 
chamberiains,  telly  cutter,  and  usher, 
upon  the  deaths  of  the  then  possessors, 
are  to  be  abolished;  and  the  offices  of  the 
auditor  of  the  exchequer,  the  Clerk  of  thd 
pells,  and  the  four  tellers  of  the  exche- 
quer, upon  the  deaths  of  the  then  pos-» 
sessors,  are  to  be  subject  to  the  following 
regulations ;  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  pro^ 
fits  of  the  auditor  are  to  be  a  salary  of 
4,000/.  per  annum,  those  of  the  derk  of 
the  pelfs  S,OOM.  per  annum,  and  those 
of  the  four  tellers  of  the  exchequer 
2,700/.  each. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  all  know  what 
these  different  offices  in  the  excheqaer 
have  been  worth:  the  two  unreduced 
tellerships  of  the  exchequer,  which  were 
held  by  the  late  marquis  of  Buckingham 
and  the  present  lord  Camden,  produced, 
during  the  late  war,  between  20  and 
80,000/.  per  annum  each.  The  auditor- 
ship  of  tbe  exchequer,  which,  according 
to  the  commissioners  of  public  accounts, 
was  from  7,000  to  8,000/.  in  1780,  would 
have  produced,  if  unreduced,  60  or 
70,000/.  per  annum  during  the  late  war. 
These  offices  were  indeed  prizes  for  our 
high  and  efficient  public  men;  two  or 
three  of  such  offices  alone  produced  more 
in  amount,  much  more,  than  all  the  offices 
put  together,  which  tnake  the  subjects  of 
regulation  by  the  finance  committee ;  and 
yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  never  occurred  to 
any  of  our  public  men  in  1783,  that  they 
had  a  claim  upon  the  public  to  be  sup- 
ported by  pensions,  in  return  for  iht%t 
great  and  important  regulations  and  re- 
ductions, which  they  themselves  intfo- 
duced  into  the  offices  of  the  exchequer. 
Nothing,  certainly,  can  be  more  strildng 
than  the  contrast  betvi^i«ea  our  public 
men  then  and  now :  on  that  occasion,  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  reduced  the  great 
patent  offices  of  the  exchequer,  A-ota 
being  offices  of  exorbitant  pjwt  down  to 
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pboet  of  limited  definite  ?alue»  leaving 
tlie  patent  and  the  patronage  still  in  the 
Crown.  The  ministen  of  the  present  day, 
by  the  means  of  a  finance  committee, 
transfer  these  same  reduced  patent  offices 
from  the  Crown  to  the  Treasury,  leaving 
the  Improvement  in  economy  quite  inde«> 
finite,  and  at  their  own  discretion ;  and 
th«n  they  take  42,000^*  per  annum  to 
themselves,  in  pensions,  as  a  compensa- 
tion to  the  Crown,  forsooth,  for  the  loss 
of  that  patronage  which  they  themselves 
had  taken  from  it. 

When  the  act  of  1783  passed  this 
Hirase,  the  okl  duke  of  Newcastle  was 
Auditor  of  tlie  Etcheouer,  lord  Hard- 
wicke  was  first  teller,  lord  Northington 
the  second  teller,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox 
W€re  both  in  office;  Mr.  Pitt  too  was 
then  upon  the  stage,  and  taking  an  active 
part  upon  these  very  subjects ;  he  him-* 
self  having  introduced  a  bill  into  this 
House,  about  that  period,  to  abolish 
varioos  patent  offices  m  the  Customs ;  and, 
without  meaning  to  give  offence  to  any 
man,  1  may  be  permitted  to  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  persons  I  have  mentioned 
were  as  worthy  of  being  considered  **  high 
and  efficient  public  men"  as  any  states- 
man we  have  now  living ;  and  yet.  Sir,  as 
I  have  before  observed,  it  never  entered 
the  imagination  of  any  of  these  distinguish- 
ed persons,  tlMt  the  'abolition  or  regula- 
tfoD  of  offices  was  to  be  paid  for  by 
pensions  to  the  servants  of  the  Crown. 

if  any  other  case  were  wanting  to  con* 
firm  WMt  I  am  now  stating  to  have  been 
the  invariable  practice  up  to  the  year 
18179  ^  abolishing  or  regulating  useleaa 
offices^  without  the  public  being  called 
Uf6n  to  pay  for  such  obvious  improve- 
noents,  such  caae  is  to  be  found  in  an  act, 
which  paned  so  recently  as  in  the  year 
1807*  Here,  again,  this  act  was  intro- 
duced by  official  responsible  servants  of 
the  Crown,  bv  sir  John  Newport,  lord 
Henry  Petty,  Mr.  O'Hara,  and  Mr.  Par- 
nell,  the  two  first  the  Chancellors  of  the 
£xehequer  for  England  and  Ireland,  and 
the  two  latter  gentlemen  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  for  Ireland.  By  this  act,  Mr. 
Speaker,  a  great  variety  of  patent  offices 
in  the  ettttoais  in  Irstend  are  r^ulated 
or  abolished,  the  united  amount  of  wbich 
in  value  woild  equal,  or  nearly  equals  the 
whole  df  the  offices  whieh  have  cone 
under  tlfa  coaeklenitldn  of  the  Fhiaaee 
eomnitiee,  imd  oScea  tdo,  which  will  be 
found  tb  bo  Ibr  the  moat  paort  in  the 
peassMoo  of  the  aristocracy  and  principal 
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gentry  of  Ireland.  And  yet,  Mr,  Speaker, 
no  compensation  is  to  be  found  in  that 
act  to  the  high  and  efficient  poblic  men 
of  either  Ireland  or  England  for  those  im- 
provements, or  to  aOy  other  persons,  ex<4 
cepting  the  clerks. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  having  finished 
my  case,  it  is  for  the  House  and  the 
country  to  decide,  whether  our  affiiirtf 
were  not  more  judiciously  and  prosper** 
ously  conducted,  under  the  old  and  uni<» 
form  practice  of  the  monarchy  and  its 
constitutional  advisers,  than  under  this  new 
dynasty  of  Corfe  Castle  and  a  Finance  Comu 
mittee.  We  are  600,000,000/.  more  in  debs 
now,  Mr.  Speaker,  than  when  the  bill  of 
1789  was  passed :  I  presume  that  will  not 
be  advanced  as  a  reason  why  we  should  pur* 
chase  economy  from  our  public  men  now# 
and  not  have  doneso  then;  but,  inshort,  Sir, 
I  feel  confident,  that  when  this  ministerial 
pension  bill  of  1817  shall  be  thoroughly 
understood  by  the  country,  when  •  it  is 
recollected  tKat  it  comes  from  a  commit* 
tee,  named  by  a  minister  of  the  Crown, 
and  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of  re- 
lieving the  people  by  reduction  or  re- 
gulation of  public  offices— when,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  it  stands  uncontroverted,  that 
this  bill  is  without  precedent,  and  in  di-« 
red  violation  of  all  former  laws  and  usage 
upon  the  same  subject — I  say.  Sir,  I  dp 
feel  the  greatest  confidence,  that  sooner 
or  latcTv  this  act  will  be  taken  from  the 
Statute  book.  I  am  not  now.  Sir,  about 
to  ask  the  House  to  come  to  such  a  deci-  ' 
sion :  I  shall  defer  that  motion  to  another 
opportunity :  I  am  now  only  going  to  ask 
for  that  information,  which  tlie  petision 
act  itself  directs  to  be  annually  given. 
It  is  a  tolerably  degrading  motion  for  a 
member  of  this  House  to  make,  I  admit  t 
but  SB  lone  as  this  act  remains  a  law,  i 
•»  compeued  to  ask,  on  behalf  of  the 
nation^  how  their  account  stands  between 
tbe  sinecure  men  and  the  pensiortersi 
imder  these  acts;  how  many  of  the 
former  are  dead ;  how  many  of  the  latter 
are  coming  into  existence.  When  these 
returns  are  made  to  the  House,  I  shall  be 
able  to  shape  my  course  accordingly.  At 
present  I  shall  conclude,  Sir,  bv  moving 
for  <<  An  accoimtof  all  piofits  which  havo 
accrued  to  tbe  public  iixNU  the  abolition 
or  regukition  of  offices  under  or  by  virtue 
of  the  different  acts  of  the  57th  of  his  late 
majesty  bereinalier  mentioned,  that  is  to 
ny-y  c  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  66,  67,  84.;'' 
and  "  An  address  fimr  an  account  of  any 
pension  or  pensions  granted  by  his  ma- 
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jetty's  sign  manual,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  an  act  passed  in.tbe  57th  of  his  late 
majesty,  c.  65*'^ 

.  Mr.  Bankes  said,  that  after  the  attack 
which  the  hop.  member  had  made  upon 
the  Finance  Committee  of  1817 — after  his 
haYing  said  that  the  proceedings  of  that 
oommittee  were  .an  abominable  outrage— 
the  House  would  perhaps  be  surprised  to 
bear  that  that  hon.  member  himself  was  a 
party  to  the  principles  recommended  in 
the  report  of  that  coroouttee;  that  he 
and  his  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Bennet) 
were  as  much  committed  by  the  principle 
of  that  measure  as  either  the  noble  mar- 
quis or  himself.  In  order  to  prove  what 
he  said  as  be  went  on,  he  would  read  a 
fesolutton  which,  had  been  passed  in  that 
House  on  the  Slst  of  May,  1810.  A  de- 
bate liad  arisen  out  of  a  variety  of  resolu- 
tions proposed  in  a  Finance  Committee, 
of  which  be  (Mr.  6.)  was  chairman,  in 
1808.  In  that  committee  one  set  of  reso- 
lutions bad  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Hcnrv 
Martin,  another  by  the  late  Mr.  Perceval, 
a  third  by  the  right  hon.  member  for 
Waterford  (sir  J.  Newport),  and  a  fourth 
by  himself  (Mr.  Bankes).  Upon  the 
merits  of  these  resolutions  various  debates 
had  taken  place,  after  which  a  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  House  (and  he  believed 
the  boo.  member  for  Shrewsbury  was 
teller  on  that  occasion),  declaring  that  it 
was  expedient  to  grant  to  the  Crown  full 
and  ample  means  to  reward  its  high  and 
efficient  servants,  and  that  in  any  attempts 
to  abolish  or  regulate  such  places,  a  strict 
regard  should  be  had  to  the:  existing  in- 
terests in  those  offices.  The  hon.  member 
bad  said,  that  he  was  absent  from  the 
House,  when  the  57th  of  the  king  was 
passed.  This  was  matter  of  regret  to  the 
eountay,  as  no  doubt  had  the  hon.  mem- 
ber been  present,  they  would,  by  his  able 
SMlvice  and  assistance,  have  been  pre* 
vented  from  running  into  the  numerous 
errors  into  which  it  was  now  said  they 
bad  fallen.  But,  in  1810  the  case  was 
different;  for  it  happened,  that  on  the 
very  day,  when  the  resolution  to  which 
be  had  just  alluded  was  passed,  the  boo. 
member  and  lord  viscount  Milton  were 
tellers  upon  a  divbion  which  took  place 
early  in  the  evening.  Now,  if  the  hon. 
member  was  a  party  to  the  measure  (as 
be  must  have  been  if  he  were  present  eind 
did  not  dissent  from  it)^  what,  he  would 
ask,  had  since  happenea  to. justify  him  in 
altering  his  opinion  ?  Having  said  so 
much,  he  now  came  to  the  bill  iuelf.  His 


hon.  friends  opposite  knew  that,  though 
he  gave  liis  accordance  to  tlie  general 
principle  of  the  measure,  yet  he  was  op- 
posed to  some  of  its.  details.,  He  had 
always  been  anxious  that  there  should  be 
a  certain  limitation  to  pensions.  At  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  Mr.  Burke's  biU, 
that  gr^t  statesman  had  left  the  great 
offices  of  the  Exchequer  as  he  found 
them ;  they  were  sinecares,  and  intended 
to  be  applied  for  the  remuneration  of  civil 
servanu  who  bad  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  The  22nd  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Finance  had  alluded,  in  some 
degree,  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Burke's  con- 
sideration ;  and  had  stated,  that  sinecure 
offices  might  be  usefully  employed  in 
particular  instances,  either  in  rewarding  a 
peer^  granted  for  public  services,  or 
securing  a  retreat  for  those  who  hsd  de- 
served public  favour.  Mr.  Burke  bad 
said  in  bis  speech,  when  touching  upon 
the  subject  of  sinecures,  that  he  had  re- 
garded  many  of  them  as  fundamental 
parts  of  the  constitution  of  this  countiy 
(as  he  believed  they  were  equally  of 
others),  as  furnishing  the  means  of  re* 
warding  public  servants,  who  ouglH  ta 
have  an  ulterior  dependence  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  attainment  of,  beyond  the 
daily  wages  of  the  Crown ;  and  that  this 
prospect  could  not  be  upheld  unless  some 
reservation  were  made  to  enable  tlie 
Crown  to  supply  it;  unless,  in  fact,  a 
suitable  equivalent  were  provided,  in  the 
place  of  such  sinecuret  as  the  House 
should  deem  it  necessary  to  abolish.  Why 
did  not  the  hon.  member  dedare  the  prio* 
ciple  of  this  bill  an  outrage,  when  he 
( Mr.  Bankes)  opposed  Mr.  Perceval  upon 
some  of  its  provisions^  a  week  before  the 
death  of  thiat  minister,  and  when  tbe  boo* 
mmiber.had  assisted  him  in  that  opposi- 
tion. There  were  those  who  dectarad 
for  nseasuref ,  not  men ;  and  who  derided 
any  attachment  merely  confined  to  indi- 
viduals, instead  of  embracing  prinotplea: 
it  remained  for  the  hon.  member  to  ex* 
plain,  to  which  practice  he  adhered,  and 
now  it  came  to  pass  that  the  same  indi- 
vidual who  had  in  1812  and  1813  voted 
for  one  principle,  should  now,  without 
any  qualification,  venture  to  pronounoe 
it  a  most  abominable  outsaffe*  It  was 
the  first  time  that  }ne  bad  heard  audi 
fterma  applied  to  the  principle  of  the  bill* 
-«-The  .hon;  member  baa  nepreseoted, 
tbat  this  bill,  insteMl  of  eoonojoiiiog  for 
the  nation,  had  entailed  upon  it  a  per- 
manent expepdi^re  of  42,Q(|XM.  a  yW* 
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Th«t  wai  the  effect  which  he  seemed 
anxious  to  ascribe  to  it,  which  he  wished 
to  have  propagated  among  the  people  of 
Enchind,  and  to  be  harangued  upon  at 
their  public  meetings ;  where  they  were 
to  be  told  that  the  nation  was  paying 
43,000^  a  year  for  a  bfl]  of  economy ; 
No  doubt  he  (Mr.  Bankes)  was  to  be 
held  specially  responsible  for  the  declared 
effect  of  the  measure,  and  the  hon. 
nsember  considered  as  one  who  had  been 
shocked  at  it  from  the  outsift:  he  was 
no  doubt-  to  be  held  as  belonging  to  this 
corporation  of  statesmen,  who  had  a  right 
to  put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of 
tke  people,  and  who  had  usurped  the 
roy^l  patronage ;  for  it  was  another  part 
of  tbo  hon.  roovei's  object  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  the  patronage  of  the 
king  and  the  acts  of  ministers,  and  td 
show  that  the  bill  took  away  from  the 
Crown  B  source  of  emolument  to  vest  it 
in  ministers.  Such  an  assertion  was  too 
strong  for  the  House;  indeed,  he  thought 
it  would  prove  too  gross  for  those  public 
meetings  which  took  place  in  many  parts 
of  the  country.  Every  body  knew  that 
his  majesty  conferred  these  places,  acting 
under  the  advice  of  responsible  ministers^ 
But  what  he  principally  begged  of  the 
House  to  do,  was,  not  to  let  the  hon. 
gentleman  escape  from  his  implied  assent 
to  the  whole  principle  of  a  bill  at  the  time 
of  its  discussion,  to  which  he  now  applied 
such  violent  epithets.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man could  not  have  seriously  intended 
that  the  House  should  •  believe  the  bill 
had  imposed  an  expense  of  42,000/.  a 
year  npon  the  country.  Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  not  know  that  the  bill 
of  which  he  had  so  loudly  complained, 
had  eflbcted  a  saving  by  the  reduc- 
tion and  abolition  of  particular  of- 
fices? Did  the  hononrable  gentleman 
not  know  that  for  the  pensions  granted, 
there  had  been  lai^  salaries  saved  ?  In 
the  Cotnt.  of  Exchequer  alone,  the  new 
regulations  had  caused  a  saving  of  several 
thousand  pounds.  He  would  then  say  to 
the  hon.  member,  and  to  his  friends  (if 
he  had  any)  who  were  prepared  to  sup- 
port him  on  the  present  occasion,  that 
they  could  not  concur  in  the  boo.  mem- 
ber's senthnents  that  night  without  ad- 
mitting that  they  had  been  very  foolish, 
or  very  factious  before,  or  were  very  in- 
consistent now.  Suppose  they  were  to 
repeal  the  bill  alluded  to,  wuuld  they  not 
in  point  of  strict  justice,  beobliged  to  re-^ 
invest  the  Crown  with  the  use  of  the  rame 


sinecures  which  had  subsisted  before  the 
bill  ?  They  should  give  the  Crown  what 
the  Crown  had  abandoned,  in  carryings 
into  effect  the  regulations  enacted  upon 
their  recommendation.  He,  for  one,  would 
never  be  a  party  to  so  great  an  injustice 
as  to  revoke  a  settlen)ent  with  the  Crown, 
without  re-enacting  the  same  provisions 
which  had  been  abandoned  in  virtue  of 
the  engagement  with  parHament. '  < 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  taken  great  pains  to  advocate  the' 
cause  of  his  own  child;  and^  to  demon- 
strate its  vigour  and  its  promising  appear* 
ance;  but,  instead  of  sli owing  that  it  was 
a  strong  and  healthy  child,  he  had  only 
proved  to  the  House,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  ricketty  bantlings  that  ever  was 
produced,  and  should  have  been  strangled 
at  the  moment  of  its  birth.  The  hon.' 
gentleman  had  said,  that  he  (Mr.  Bennet)* 
had  given  his  assent  to  the  resolution  of 
1810;  this  statement  was  rather  unfortu- 
nate, for  he  was  not  then  in  parliament.' 
It  was  in  1812  that  he  came  into  parlia-: 
ment;  *and  in  181S  the  hon.  gentleman 
produced  his  bill  for  getting  rid,  as  it  was 
said,  of  sinecure  places.  He  had  been 
told  that  he  voted  for  those  bills;  and 
no  doubt  the  assertion  was  correct. 
He  would  say  further,-  that  if  any  hon. 
gentleman  were  to  produce  a  bill  for  their 
abolition,  he  should  be  again  disposed 
to  give  his  support  to  the  measure.  But* 
the  House  might  recollect,  that  in  1817^ 
when  that  bill  to  which  such  frequent  al- 
lusion had  been  made  was  parsed,  he  did' 
join  in  opposing  it ;  because  he  could  not 
give  his  assent  to  one  particular  part  of 
the  bill — namely,  that  which  was  now  un- 
der discussion.  He  felt  then,  as  he  did 
now,  that  the  bill  was  a  great  outrage ; 
and  if  that  was  his  feeling  at  the  period 
of  its  being  passed,  he  was  disposed  to 
consider  it  as  a  still  greater  outrage  at  the 
present  time.  Adverting  to  what,  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  member,  with  regard 
to  the  recommendations  -of  certain  com- 
mittees, he  begged  to  express  his  opinion 
that  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than 
another  upon  account  of  which  that 
House  had  much  to  answer  for  to  the 
country,  it  was  the  habit  of  granting  com- 
mittees for  particular  purposes :  and,  after 
such  committees  had  applied  themselves 
to  the  examination  of  the  matters  referred 
to  them  with  the  greatest  assiduity  and 
care,  of  treating  the  result  of  their  labours 
with  scorn  and  contehipt-^a  habit  of  re- 
ceiving reports,    and    of   rejecliog  the 
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«(«icl<Mldii8  to  whieh  tbey  had  arrived. 
These  were  the  commhtaes  which  were 
presided  ov^r  by  chBinnen  who  never  af^ 
terwards — the  reports  have  been  so 
brought  in^-trouhled  themselves  by  re- 
ferriDg  for  a  single  moment  to  what  had 
taJsen  place  while  they  were  in  the  chair. 
And  here  he  might  truly  say,  that  he  did 
hoi  know  of  amy  one  gentleman  who  had 
so  oAen  been  chairman  of  economical 
oommittees,  who  had  promised  muchyand 
who  had  performed  so  little^  as  the  hon. 
member  for  Gorfe-castle.  He  knew  no 
men  whose  acts  were  more  disproportion- 
ate <to  liis  words.  If  he  were  required  to 
name  the  eioit  extravagant  and  wasteful 
inember  of  parliament  that  had  sat  for 
years  jn  that  House,  who  had  voted  away 
with  the  most  lavish  profusion,  millions  of 
the  public  money,  while  he  had  dissected 
the  application  of  the  most  minute  aiKl 
insignificant  suma— the  member,  in  short, 
who  had  nibbled  at  the  cheese-parings 
while  he  left  the  entire  cheese  altogether 
in  -other  hands — be  could  point  out  no 
person  so  properly  as  the  hon.  member 
for  Corfe*ca8tle.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
talked  much  of  that  high  respect  for  pub- 
lic opinion  which  the  gentlemen  who  un- 
dertook office  must  necessarily  be  sup* 
posed  to  entertain.  Great  as  their  respect 
might  be,  he  (Mr.  Bonnet),  apeaking 
from  his  own  experience,  could  only  de- 
clare that  he  never  knew  any  one  of  those 
gentlemen,  however  large  hia  fortune 
might  be,  who  refused  to  accept  an  addi- 
tion to  that  fortune  in  the  sanoe  moment 
that  he  took  office.  This  was  most  un- 
fortunately true ;  and  if  he  were  called 
upon  for  the  proof,  he  should  say,  that  no 
case  could  be  more  in  point  than  that  of 
the  Grenville  family.  He  would  read  a 
^ort  statement  of  their  allowances  in 
pensions  and  aalarles  of  sinecure  offices. 
}t  would  not  perhapa  occasion  much  sur- 
prise, because  their  moderation  was  known 
to  every  body !  In  the  year  1795,  lord 
Grenville  became  an  auditor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, at  the  r^ulated  salary  of  4,000/. 
pftr  annum,  so  that  he  received  durine 
the  whole  of  the  period  for  which  he  held 
the  office  (^2  years)  €6,0004  of  the  pnbp- 
lic  flwmev*  Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  was 
jpresented  with  the  sinecure  office  of  chief 
justice  of  Eyre,  with  a  yearly  salary  of 
^,000/.;  and  he  took  altogether  no  less 
than  44,000/.  In  i76S/the  lale  marqub 
of  Buckingham  was  appointed  first  teller' 
of  the  cxcbsquer.  He  enjoyed  this  office 
fekUhfi  space  of  56  years,  and  takiag  the 


Average  sidary  at  lOfiOOL  a  year,  wfaicb 
he  thought  was  rather  bdow  ihemark»hta 
lordship  must  have  derived  from  the  pub^ 
lie  purse  during  that  period  the  enormous 
total  of  560,000/.  Lord  Braybrooke, 
fnother  branch  of  this  family,  m  1768, 
was  presented  with  a  sinecure  appoint- 
ment of  not  less  than  3,000/.  a  year ;  and 
op  to  the  present  moment,  consequently, 
he  had  tskexk  iSaOOO/.  altogetheK  By  the 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  ap«» 
peered  that  from  the  eariteit  of  the  periods 
he  had  named,  up  to  tho  present  yeac^ 
the  Grenville  family—professing  (accordbi 
lag  to  the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Corfe-castle)  so  high  a  respect  for 
public  optnton— nad  shared  between  them 
no  less  a  sum  that  872,000/.  The  object  of 
the  present  motion  was,  in  efiect,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  die  crown  was  to  be  aoh|eci 
to  any  control  m  the  disposal  of  penstona 
and  places.  The  hon*  gentleman  had 
talked  about  the  result  of  such  a  motion 
being  to  leave  the  crown  bare.  Bare  I 
bare  of  influence  i  Good  God !  to  hear 
the  hon.  gentleman  talk,  one  would  sup- 
pose that  the  Crown  no  longer  possessed 
any  influence  whatever  in  the  cotmtry. .  it 
was  indeed  proposed,  aa  expedient  and 
pnactieable,  to  effisct  the  reduction  of  the 
four  tellerships  of  the  Excbequerv  o(  the 
two  chief-justiceahipB  of  Eyre,  and  of  the 
auditorah^  of  the  Exchequer,  altogether 
seven  places.  But  surely  these  were  not 
the  only  places  to  which  the  Crown. coald 
present.  He  hoped  it  was  not  meant  to 
be  contended,  that  secretaries  of  state 
and  clerks  of  the  coimoil  must  become 
also  clerks  of  the  pipe,  or  surveyors  of 
green  wax.  Enough,  and  more  than 
ODOiigh,  would  still  be  left  to  the  Cfown 
to  give  away.  All  these  seven  places  hsd 
been  granted  in  reversion :  of  latter  years 
they  mid  been  given  to  the  sons  of  the 
chancellors  of  England.  But  was  it  be- 
cause anv  gentleman  spoke  of  the  pro-*. 
priety  of  thelR  being  reduced,  that  the 
bon.  member  for  Corfe^-castle  was  to  talk 
of  the  Crown  being  .left-bare?  The 
Crown,  as  it  had  been  well  and  truly  said, 
possessed  in  these  days  an  influence  which 
BMtajnan.at  every  comer,  which  he  waa 
sure  to  experience  in  every  akuatmn  of 
Ufa.  No  condition  was  too  exalted  or  too 
homble  to  escape  its  operation.  But  when 
thfty  sakl  so  much  about  diminiahed  iofl»* 
ence,  he  must  beg  to  read  what. were  the 
amounts  of  sinecures  and  pensieaa  which 
the  Crown  yearly  gave  away,  or  appoint* 
ed  tOf  accordmg  to  official  retuiaa  naade 
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Up  to  the  5tli  Jm.  186N).  TbeseamoMHt, 
as  ihey  stood  on  bis  list,  were  as  follow  : 
For  England,  per  year  132,000/.;  for  Iva- 
laad  71,000L»  besidea  pensions  for  patents 
lk,O0OiU  pensioDS  to  foreign  ministers 
^QOOL,  pensions  on  the  4 1^  a  balf  per 
cent  dnties,  about  SSfilSl.;  making  a 
total  of  295^19^  But»  in  addition  to  this 
aum,  the  Hoaaeninst  consider  the  amoitot 
of  tbe  pensions  on  the  consolidated  fund, 
which  were  pensions  more  or  less  subject 
lo  the  approbation  of  parliament;  and 
they  must  observe,  that  ail  this  statement 
WS88  exclusive  of  the  pensions  granted  to 
the  varions  branches  of  tbe  royal  family ; 
diargeable,  indeed,  on  that  fund,  and 
amounting  to  about  ]86,00M.  per  aonum. 
It  might,  perhaps,  be  lEurly  said,  that  di« 
rectly  or  indirfectl^>  the  pensions  paid  to 
the  various  appomtments  of  the  Crown, 
either  with,  or  exclusive  of,  the  approba- 
tion of  parliament,  amounted  to  consider- 
ably upwards  of  4£^fiOOL  Yet  tbe  hoiv 
gentleman  talked  of  their  wishing  to  leave 
the  Crown  no  infloenee.  But  be  (Mr. 
Benoet)  had  sufficiently  shoWn  that  the 
great  rcNluction  was  proposed  to  be  applied 
to  seven  places,  which  the  Crown  nomi* 
nated  to»  There  were  other  80  or  40  iiw 
ferior  appointments,  which  none  of  diose 
gentlemen  who  must  feel  so  high  a  re- 
spect for  puUc  opinion,  could  w)\d  with- 
out discredit  to  themselves^  But  the  im- 
portant fact  was,  that  for  the  payment  of 
these  salaries  or  pensions,  43,000^  were 
added,  in  effiact,  to  the  burtheia  of  the 
country.  Then,  as  .to  tbe  disposal  of  these 
places,  what  security  hUd  the  country  far 
the  discretion  or  the  propriety  with  which 
they  were  granted  away  ?  It  was  noto- 
rious that  the  greater  part  of  these  places 
was  given  away  in  return  for  acts  or  poli- 
tical jobbing;  that  they  were  given  in 
order  to  enable  ministers  to  carry  aone 
political  purpose  or  other,  either  in  or  out 
of  that  House.  There  was  no  man  who 
knew  any  thins  of  the  history  of  this 
eeunti^  for  the  last  100  years,  and  would 
give  himself  the  trouble  of  taking  Beet* 
9on's  **  PditMud  Index"  in  his  band,  who 
would  not  find  that  such  places  were,  for 
the  most  part,  bestowed  upon  men  who 
made  a  sue  of  themselves,  of  their  princi- 
ples, and  of  their  Toces,  (or  certain  sums 
of  the  ouUtc  mooe¥-*-nien,  who  either  by 
themselves,  or  by  the  persons  they  sent  to 
fill  their  phu^es,  thus  pledsed  themselves 
to  support  the  mimsters  of  the  Crown,  in 
every  measure  thoj^mipbt  propose.  So 
far  from  public  merit  bcmg  tbe  surest  mid 
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b^t  daon  (orimA  SttiMtienSi.  it  was  oor 
thing  but  the  utmost  poUttoid  baseness 
which  would  entitle  A  man  to  indulge  the 
hope  of  ^ling  any  of  them.  As.  to  the 
rights  of  the  Crown,  in  the  sense  in  whioh 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  pleaaed.  to 
look  at  them,  be  did  not  understand  the 
meening  of  the  words.  The  righta  of  the 
Crown,  were  given  for  the:  pretectioa  of 
tbe  interests  of  the  peofrfck  lie  knew  bOI 
what  tbe  hon.  gentleman  meant  by  talk^ 
ing  of  the  right  of  the  Crown  to  dispoae 
of  large  sums  of  public  mobey  to  upwet* 
thy  persons.  There  was  no  right  lasorr 
binding  on  I  he  Crown,  than  to  protect  tbe 
people;  and  none  more  sacred  or  un- 
doubted in  the  people,  than  the  right  they 
possessed  of  keeping  or  of  .disposieg  of 
their  own  property.  If  a  right  exiateil:  m 
the  Crown  to  grant  pensions  or  sunois  of 
public  money  by  its  own  appointment,  it 
was«  one  that  was  so  vested  in  tbe  dear 
undeestanding  that  it  was  not  to  be  abus- 
ed. He  meant  to  say  distinctly,  that  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  was  too  great  in 
the  oonntry  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
other.  It  was  too  great  in  the  House 
of  Lords;  and  for.  tbe  proof  of  the 
immbers  of  votes  which  the  Crown, 
by  some  means  or  other,  had  at  its!dis- 
posal  within  those  waU%  he  <  need  Only 
refer  hon.  members  to  the  m^jovities 
which  they  reckoned  there  every  diy. 
To  sho^  that  the  boo.  gentleman,  how- 
ever, had  sometimes  a  glimmering  of  right 
Ceding,  and  a  true  sense  of  the  state  of 
the  country,  especially  when  be  took  up 
his  pen  in  his  capacity  of  chairman,  be 
womd  read  a  short  extract  ficom  the  fird 
report  of  the  finance  committee  in  rim 
session  of  1810.  [Hero  tbe  boa.  gentle*- 
man  read  a  passage  from  the  repoclto 
this  effect— that  no  public  offices  of  jmy 
desoription  were  originally  created  for  tfaie 
mere  purpose  of  giving  lucaativB  empkrfw 
ments  to  tbe  disposal  of  the  Crown;  the 
lact  being,  that,  originally,  spedfio  duties 
had  beenattadied  to aU  of  tnem,  whiob, 
either  from  the  alteration  of  mannen  or 
customs,  or  from  the  nature  of  the 
rangemeots  subsequendy  made  in  i  . 
of  Aem,  bad  either  been  dispensed  with 
^  albwed  to  be  performed  by  de^ty, 
&oJ}  Yet  now  thesameboo. gentleman 
.ventured  to  te|l  tbe  House,  that  thej  most 
oither  restose  these  matters  to  their  old 
system  of  aboib,  which  was  bad«n<Aigli, 
or  to  their  new  system  of  reform,  which  was 
jitiil  worse.  With  the  exception  6f  due  of 
them  (Mr«  Feel)  there  was  not  one  of  the 
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seGMlories  of  tlate  who  iimcl  not  senrcd  bit 
tioie  to  the  sort  of  political  corporation 
which  existed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House;  or  who,  as  having  served  his 
time,  might  not  receive  his  pension  when* 
ever  he  should  think  fit  to  lake  it.  Every 
one  must  have  observed,  that  of  late  years 
this  principie  of  granting  pensions  had 
grewn  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  startle  and 
alarm  the  country.  It  was  a  little  too  much, 
that  official  gentlemen,  having  remained  in 
their  capacities  for  the  spaced  a  few  years 
only  (in  some  cases  for  not  mere  than  one  or 
two ;  and  in  one  instance,  which  had  been 
recently  taken  notice  of,  for  the  space  of 
less  than  one  year),  should  be  entitled  to 
consider  themselves  as  pensioners  upon 
the  country,  for  the  remainder  of  tneir 
natvral  Uvea.  A  word  as  to  cotmty  meet* 
ings.  He  should  like  to  see  the  hon.  gen- 
tmian  present  himsdf  at  one  of  those 
coiin^  meetings  which  he  had  in  so 
aoeenng  a  manner  adverted  to:  for  he 
wduM  venture  to  say,  that  no  greater  de- 
tection i^  the  character  of  a  human  being 
ever  vet  took  place,  than  in  such  an  as- 
sembly would  be  made  of -tbie  character  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  He  would  find,  that 
the  jttiy  w  public  opinion  was  of  a  very 
diierent  nature  from  a  jury  of  parliament ; 
and  that  has  real  chtfacter  was  made 
known,  instead  of  his  being  held  up,  as  he 
had  often  been  held  up  in  that  House,  for 
the  advocate  of  retrenchment  and  of  po- 
litical improvement.  He  would  be  told, 
that  while  he  watched  with  a  patient  and 
•orutinieing  eye,  the  appropriation  of  a 
few  paltry  pence,  or  shillmg^,  he  gave  his 
akl  to  an  unlimited  squandering  of  poimds; 
he  would,  in  a  word,  be  at  length  discov- 
ered to  be  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  go« 
▼enunent,  in  every  measure  of  immode- 
rate expenditure;  however  he  might  at 
times  have  been  the  advocate  of  tome 
petty  system  of  insignificant  retreoch* 
ment. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  should 
ftel  it  necessary  to  detain  the  ilouse  but 
forB  verv. short  time;  because,  to  a  mo- 
tion jdiicn  had  fior  its  object  the  return  of 
certain  resolutions  which  parliament  had 
agieed  to,  he  cotild  feel  no  objection. 
With  respea  to  the  speech:  of  the  hon. 
mover,  and  still  more  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
he  must  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words. 
And  he  could  not  hdp  acmowledging  on 
this  occasieo,  the  extreme  gallantry  with 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  wlio  spoke  last, 
had  Qome  forward  in  aid  of  the  hon. 


meniber  for  Appleby.  But  he  regretted 
that  the  hon.  gentleman's  prudence  was 
not  equal  to  his  galUntry ;  for,  notwitfa- 
sumding  that  the  hon.  member  for  West- 
minster (Mr.  Hobhouse),  who  had  had  a 
prett;^  considerable  ^tperience  in  matters  - 
of  this  sort,  had  ofiered  his  services  to 
support  the  battle  of  the  member  for  Ap-^ 
pleb^,  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  have 
declined  his  ofier.  He  thought  he  acted 
unwisely  in  so  doing ;  and  that  he  would 
have  done  well  to  have  availed  himself  of 
an  aSiy,  who  had  been  long  accustomed 
to  this  kind  of  service.  At  the  same 
time,  be  doubted  whether  the  talents  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Westminster  woald 
have  proved  sufficient  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  his  friends.  The  hon.  member  for 
Shrewsbury,  however,  actuated  only  by 
his  feeling  of  gallantry,  had  determined 
to  rush  to  the  charge;  and  it  was  for  the 
House  now  to  ascertain  what  was  the 
ffround  which  he  occupied.  He  had  in- 
formed them,  that  he  was  not  present 
when  the  foundation  of  the  measure 
adopted  in  1817  was  laid  in  I810--«when 
its  principle  was  laid  down,  and  received 
the  support  of  that  very  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  brought  forward  the  motion  of 
to-oight.  One  might  aknost  be  tempted 
to  bcdieve,  on  the  credit  of  the  strenuous 
support  so  given  by  the  hon.  member, 
that  there  was  a  certain  period  of  one's 
life  beyond  which  the  political  memory  of 
man  went  not-^a  period  beyond  which  no 
man  was  to  be  considered  misweraUe  for, 
past  political  acts.  A  very  convenient 
doctrme  this,  and  very  readily  adopted  * 
b^  some4>f  the  gentlemen  on  the  (Vther . 
side  !  The  fact  was;  that  when,  in  1810, 
the  princifde  of  the  oseasure  in  question  * 
was  laid  down,  the  hon.  meoiber  for  Ap^ 
pleby  did  give  it  his  strong  support.  The 
other  hon.  gentleman  protested  that  he  was 
npt  a  party  to  the  measure  of  1810,  but 
admitted  that  he  might  have  supported 
the  bill  of  1817,  on  the  same  grounds 
that  he  liad  supported  many  bills  that  had 
contained  some  provisions  that  were  in 
contrariety  to  his  own  opinions ;  namely, 
that,  he  was  willing  to  get  sometbing-«to 
take  the  rough  with  the  smooth.  But 
both  hon.  gentlemen  were  in  error  in  one  * 
respect:  these  sinecures  were  never  re- 
Uined  for  the  sake  of  the  Crown ;  they 
were  retained  by  the  Crown  for  the  sake 
of  the  countrv.  They  were  a  mode  of  ^ 
rewarding  public  services;  and  a  mode 
which,  before  it  was  adopted^  had  beeti^ 
long  very  loudly  clamoured  for.    Nuw| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78IJ 


Civil  Qfficu  Pamon  Bill. 


Feb.  27,  ia22* 


£T82 


the  hon.  member  for  Appleby  had  done 
the  most  unfair  thing  in  the  world ;  for 
he  required  that  the  House  should  put 
altogether  out  of  their  recollection,  seven 
years  of  their  opposition  to  the  bill  of  the 
boo.  member  for  Corfe*ca8tle»  in  favour 
of  about  as  long  a  period  during  which  he 
had  contended  for  its  repeal.  And  now 
the  hon.  gentleman  wanted  to  put  •  to  sea 
again  in  his  fleet  of  thirty  or  forty  grievances 
and  pensions.  His  (lord  L's.)  objection 
to  the  bill  of  1817  waS|  that  it  conferred 
on  the  Crown  a  power  of  giving  away 
pensions  without  any  control  of  parhV 
ment.  It  was,  therefore,  on  a  prmcipie 
of  regard  for  the  public  expenditure  that 
his  opposition  haa  proceeded.  The  ob- 
jection of  the  hon.  mover  was  really  most 
singular,  though  he  did  not  mean  to  say, 
but  that  the  hon.  gentleman,  viewing  the 
matter  with  the  experienced  eye  of  a 
sagacious  politician,  might  possibly  be 
very  right.  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  not  at  all  object  to  a  bill  that 
should  give  the  Crown  the  power  of  ep- 
pointing  to  pensions,  provided  (in  the 
noB.  member's  own  word^)  **  it  had  been 
brought  forward  under  the  old  dynasty." 
If  it  bad  originated,  under  George  Srd  for 
instance,  he  would  have  madeno  objection 
at  all.  The  hon.  member  would  not  have 
objected,  if  it  bad  been  under  what  he 
called  the  true  reigning  dynasty,  to  confer 
on  tlie  Crown  so  unrestrained  a  power. 
As  for  the  hon.  member  for  Shrewsbury, 
if  he  would  only  make  a  calculation,  and 
add  it  to  the  many  others  in  his  pocket- 
book—if  he  would  make  only  one  addi- 
tional but  good  natured  calculation*^^  for 
the  character  of  the  last  which  he  had 
read  was  rather,  sour  and  unpleasant) 
— he*  would  be  enabled  to  state  to  the 
House,  how  much  government,  under  the 
bill  in  question,  might  h&ve  given,  and 
how  little  it  had  given  away.  No  reproach 
at  least  would  be  made  to  government  of 
any  thing  like  excess  in  this  particular. 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
that  the  effect  of  that  bill  was,  to  erect 

Stitlemen  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the 
ouse  into  a  sort  of  corporation,  of  which 
the  members  at  their  pleasure  granted 
pensions  to  one  another,  without  even 
going  into  the  presence  of  the  Crown  to 
ascertain  its  pleasure  on  the  subgect.  If 
it  should  ever  happen  that  the  boo.  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  should  once  more 
icome  into,  office,  the  onlv  difference 
between  them  and  their  political  oppo-* 
penu  would^e,  that  Uie  bill  in  question 


would  give  them  the  power  of  conferring 
the  same  pensions  on  individuals  wlthour 
any  service  to  plead,  as  he  said  were 
now  taken  by  those  who  had  many 
years  of  service  to  plead.  He  should  say 
nothing  of  the  good  taste  with  which  the 
hon.  member  had  quoted  a  list  of  names, 
some  of  which  were  borne  by  parUes  still 
living :  he  did  not  think  it  very  fair ;  but 
be  did  think  it  most  unfair  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  should,  not  have  resorted  to 
some  historical  explaoatton  of  his  list. 
When  he  spoke  of  emoluments,  he  should 
have  contrasted  them  with  the  public  ser- 
vices for  which  they  bad  been  sranted. 
In  the  case  of  the  late  marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, he  might  have  said  how  much  of 
his  emoluments  that  nobleman  had  given 
up.  He  did  not  know  how  it  was,  but 
during  the  nmnber  of  years  for  which 
both  bimself  and  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
sat  ti^ether  in  that  House,  he  had  never 
heard  him  make  the  slightest  allusion  to 
this  list  before.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  hon.  gentleman  wore  winkers  or  no ; 
but  his  vbion  did  not  seem  sensible  of 
any  objects  till  they  got  exactly  opposite 
to  him.  [Much  laughter.^  He  confaued 
that  this  sudden  oerception  of  abuses-*- 
this  little  neat  ppcxet-book  kind  of  state- 
ment—seemed to  be  connected  with  some 
recent  transaction,  that  had  brouffht  the 
objects  exactly  within  the  view  of  the  hon. 
gentleman.  As  there  was  no  statement 
Uiat  could  come  from  the  hon.  member 
witli  a  much  worse  grace  than  this,  so 
there  was  nothing  in  the  whole  course  of 
this  session  that  had  been  much  more 
painfully  received.  He  did  not  think. the 
House  would  feel  disposed  to  admire  the 
crane-necked  researcn  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man into  the  emoluments  derived  by  the 
various  branches  of  a  distinguished  family 
from  the  public.  The  ndble  lord  con* 
eluded  bv  saying,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  air  of  determined  puipose  with  which 
the  member  for  Appleby  had  come  down 
to  the  House,  and  that  severity  of  manner 
which  was  at  all  times  so  alarming  in  the 
person  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  (lord 
Londonderry),  while  he  should  offer  no 
objection  to  his  motion,  saw  nothing  to 
which  it  could  lead^  that  the  House  would 
feel  disposed  to  entertain. 

Mr.  Creevcy  rose  to  reply,  and  said, 
that  he  could  not  be  persuaded  by  the 
noble  marquis  that  his  motion  was.  ill- 
timed.  On  the  contrary,  he  felt. it  was  a 
motion  which  the  House  ought  to  enter- 
tain.   He  bad  been  accused  of  having 
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dianged  his  optnioD  as  to  the  principle  of 
the  wL  NoiTy  in  this  he  felt  no  reproach: 
he  was  now  suro  that  he  had  forraerJy  been 
wron| ;  and  it  was  not  extraordinary  that 
a  man  should  at  one  time  see  a  question 
m  one  view,  and,  at  another .  time  in  an- 
other. One  thing)  howeref,  he  was  sore 
4f.^that  this  change  in  his  opinion  had 
not'  been  efleoted  by  getting  into  office* 
It  could  not  be  said  that  his  opinion  was 
iafiaenced  by  lucre.  All  he  knew  was, 
that  the  act  was  an  extremely  bad  one ; 
and  he  would  do  the  best  that  in  him  lay 
to  get  it  repealed.  It  had  been  said  that 
bo  was  willing  that  the  Crown  should 
grant  pensions,thoughhe  could  not  approTO 
of  the  act  by  which  the  grant  of  them  was 
cesulated;  he  had  said  no  such  thing. 
AH  he  had  said  was^  that  if  the  proposers 
of  this  law  had  been  sincefe,  wlien  they 
held  it  out  as  an  equiralent  to  the  Cro^n 
for  the  loss  of  smecures,  they  would  have 
placed  a  certain  sum  at  the  command  of 
the  king  fer  the  granting  of  pensions,  and 
not  have  specified  the  places  to  the  holders 
of  which  the  (pensions  were  to  be  granted. 
He  had  said,  that  official  men  formed  a 
Oorporation  who,  by  this  act  were  to  dis- 
tribute money  among  themselves.  The 
noble  marquis  bad  said,  that  if  his  (Mr. 
G.'s  friends)  came  into  place,  they  also 
wbaldform  this  corporation.  No  doubt 
of  it.  Whoerer  were  ministers  would 
hare  the  power  to  grant  pensions  among 
themsetfes  in  a  scamlalous  manner.  Pub- 
U o  men  would  necessarily  lose  in  character 
by  this  act ;  which  could  not  finally  be 
permitted  to  remain.  All  he  could  say 
waSy  that  he  would  do  his  best  to  have  it 
repealed ;  and  he  thankoi  the  noble  lord 
for  «kertisinff  the  country,  that  such  a 
measuro  wooM  be  so  ill^received  by  those 
in  office.  There  were  manv  in  that  pure, 
uncorropt,  and  hnmacufate  House,  to 
whom  the  repeal  of  this  bill  would  be  a 
matter  of  serious  dissatisfactbn ;  but  still 
be  would,  at  a  very  early  day,  give  the 
noble  lord  an  opportunity  to  speak  again 
on  this  subject ;  although  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  a  very  palatable  one  to  the  ministers 
of  the  <<  new  dynasty." 
«  -Sir  A.  Heron  said,  he  had,  Ht  the  time 
tf  hsr  beiog.  proposed,  protested  almost 
alone  against  thii  bill,  and  had  declared 
that  under  the  opeiiition  of  it,  the  people 
would  again  calt*  ^  sinecure  places,  as 
the  least  of  two  «vila.  ' 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

,  Navy  Eax^ii ams.}    On  the  order  of 
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die  diy  for  going  into  a  Commtttee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  extrendy 
anxious  to  obtain  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  vtty  short  time,  as  be  was 
placed  in  rather  a  novel  sttoatien  by  what 
bad  passed  on  a  former  day.  lie  had 
been  icc^stotned  to  bring  forward  state-i 
ments  founded  on  the  official  docameota 

C resented  to  the  House,  and,  as  far  as  in 
im  lay,  to  produce  only  such  statements 
ta  those  documents  warranted.  He  waa 
so  unfortunate,  when  last  the  House  was 
in  a  committee  of  supply,  as  to  have  had 
several  of  his  statements  contradicted  by 
the  hon.  secretary  for  the  Admiralty,  and 
contradicted  in  a  manner  as  deciMve  as 
could  possiUv  be  assumed.  The  bon^ 
secretary  had  then  stated,  that  he  was 
reading  from  the  estimates  that  which  hd 
(Mr.  Hume)  would  prove  he  could  not 
have  read  from  the  estimates;  namely, 
statements  of  the  amount  c^  various 
charges.  In  the  first  instance^  however; 
he  called  on  gentlemen  to  mark  the  situa'> 
tion  in  which  he  and  other  members  of 
that  House  were  pkced.  He  did  not 
boast  of  being  able  to  make  fine  speeches 
like  the  hon.  secretary.  It  was  not  hiv  prac- 
tice to  deal  in  sarc^m  and  ridicule.  Ho 
knew  his  situation  too  well  to  pursue  aiiy 
such  system.  If  he  acted  otherwise,  he 
should  receive  that  reproof  from  the 
House  which  ,such  conduct  deserved; 
He  always  came  forward  with  such  facts 
and  atatements  as  he  was  enabled  to 
collect  from  documents  laid  before  the 
House*;  and  he  expected  that  any  person 
who  attempted  to  answer  him  would  do  it 
in  candour  and  fairness,  and  not  as  the 
hon.^  secretary  had  done.  He  was  free  to 
say,  ihat  \f  they  did  not  meet  each  otber 
oa  matters  of  fact,  he  should  be  no  match 
fbr  the  hon.  secretary ;  who  had  a  power 
wkhhi  the  House,  and  a  power  without 
the  House,  whi^b  he  (Mr.  Home)  did 
not  possess.  The  hon.  secretary  had  an 
intimate  connexion  with  ministers,  and 
all  the  details  of  office  were  open  to  him: 
it  was,  therefore,  unpardonable  in  him  to 
err.  But  if  he  (Mr.  Hume)  made  a 
mistake  in  any  of  the  details,  it  was  only 
what  any  member  plaeed  in  hit  situation 
was  liable  to.  Now,  though  he  might 
not  bo  able  to  distinguish  wood  from 
stone,  or  ships  from  barracks,  he  trusted 
that  he  baa  discernment  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish facts  fromfallades  [Hear.]  That 
was  all  he  claimcfd.  He  could  not  enter 
into  that  high-flown  mode  of  speech  iA 
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wKSch  the  hasu  aecreUtrj  delighted.     He' 
could  not  declare  to  the  House  that  the 
high  destibies  of  thu  great  empire  did  not 
depend  on  the  price  of  beef  and  pork. 
He  was  a  practical  man,  and,  on  the 
nigbt  to  vrnioh  he  idludedi   he  merely 
mored  for  a  return  of  the  prices  of  pro« 
visions  at  di&rent  stated  periods.    He» 
being  a   plain   matter-of-fact-man,    had 
wanted  to  khow  the  reason  why  the  same 
amount  was  required  fbr  provisions  when 
they  were  at  one  half  the  price,  as  when 
th^y  were  at  the  highest  price.     The 
House,  however,  had  decided,   that  no 
rcMison  ought  to  be  given,  and  he  had 
nothing  to  say  further  upon  that  point.— 
But   there  were  two  important  facts  to 
which  he.  begged  now  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House.    He  had  stated  that  the 
total  naty  estimates  for  1817  had  been 
5,985,000^.  and  that  this  year  they  were 
489,0(XV.  more.    The  hon.  secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  had  told  him  that  he  had 
fallen  into  a  little  bit  of  an  error  here,  for 
that  671;10I/.  ought  to  have  been  added 
to  the  eftimates  of  1817*  and  that  if  that 
sum  had  been  added  he  would  have  found 
m  millions  odd.    He  (Mr.  Hume)  had 
stated  thirt  it  ought  to  be  added.    He  had 
now  verified,  both  by  the  votes  and  by 
the  estimates,  the  statements  which  he 
had  then  made.     An  hon.  baronet  (sir 
H.  ParneH),  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Rochester  (Mr.  Bemal)  had  assisted  him 
in  this  verification.     He  would  now  show 
that  the  hon.  secretary  had  been  altogether 
in  error  in  the  contradiction  which  he  had 
attempted  to  give  him.    He  (Mr.  Hume) 
kad  stated,  that  the  estimates  for  1817 
had  been  5,985,000/.    The  hon.  secretary, 
not  aware  that  SJlfiOOL  had  been  added 
to  pay  oft*  a  debt  remaining  from  a  former 
year,  had  added  that  sum  in  order  to  find 
the  estimates  for  that  year.    This,  then, 
had  been  his  (  Mr.  Hume's )  statement.    It 
would  be  found  very  clearly  stated  in  the 
8th  report  of  the  Finance  Committee.    In 
the  52nd  page  of  that  report  it  was  thus 
entered:  —  *<  1817  —  Naval    Estimates 
5)985,4151.*'      Now  the   hon.  secretary 
hkd   <^led   tmon    the   House   to   add 
671tl01/.,  and  then  to  see  how  uium- 
phkaily  he  demolished  him  (Mr.  Hume) 
bedaose  he  ought  to  have  made  that  addi* 
tied.     The  bon.^  secretary,  not  under- 
itahdiAg  the  di&rence  between  the  ser- 
vice  of  the  jrear  and  the  paying  off  of 
debts,  had  fallen  into  this  error.      He 
hoped  th^  hon.  secretary  would  be  more 
cautious  in  ftiture. .  The  second  point  to 
VOL.  VI. 


which  he  wbhed  to  cd\  the  attention  of 
the   House    Was   still    more   important. 
There  were  certain  means  by  which  cer- 
tain speeches  got  into  certain  publications 
of  the  day.    Who  wrote  them  he  did  not' 
know.    He  found  the  debate,  so  far  aa 
regarded  his  own  speech,  correctly  given, 
as   it  had  been  reported  in  a  morninfir 
paper,  from  which  H  had  been   copied 
into  an  evening  paper.      But  the  non« 
secretary's  speech   bad  been  completely 
perverted.    It  had  been  changed  both  in 
substance   and    in    manner.     He   (Mn 
Hume)  had  founded  his  statement  upoa 
the  estimates  from  the  termination  of  the 
war.    He  had  referred  to  the  very  page 
of  the  Appropriation  apt  for  the  amonnt| 
which  was  17,702,258/.    ♦*  But,"  said  the 
hon.  secretary,  <*  I  shall  completely  show 
how  little  foundation  the  hon.  memoer  for 
Aberdeen   has  for  his  statements,   and 
that  he  does  not  know  a  ship  from   a 
dock-yard.*'    The   hon.   secretary    had 
clearly  understood  the  head  of  charge  to 
be  building  and  repairs,  for  he  had  pro-« 
fessed  to  take  him  (Mr.  Hume)  up  on 
his  own  position.    Now,  what  was  the 
fact.    The  House  would  recollect  from 
the  hon.  secretary's  own  statement,  that 
under  the  head  of  repairs  and  buildings 
there  were  three  items,  and  three  totes, 
which  it  had  not  been  usual  to  give  in  a 
separate  form,  or  to  lay  befbre  the  House 
in  a  printed  statement,  until  the  last  year 
-*an  arrangement  for  which  they  were 
indebted  to  the  hon.  member  for  Appleby. 
The  three  items  were  for  wear  and  tear,  for 
ordinary  repairs,  and  for  building,  rebuild- 
ing, repairing,  &c  And  here  he  must  admit 
*-for  he  was  willing  to  give   the    hon* 
gentleman  credit  for  all  his  discoveries-^ 
that  the  hon.  secretary  had  detected  one 
inaccuracy.    He  (Mr.  Hume)  had  called 
the  item  **  tear  and  wear,"  which  the  hon. 
secretary  had  triumphantly  shown  to  be 
incorrect,  and  had  proved,  much  to  his 
own  satisfaction,  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  <<  wear  and  tear"  [a laugh].    Now, 
he  could  assure  the  hon.  secretary,  that 
hie  had  his  full  permission  to  be  witty, 
provided  he  would  speak  truth.      Meil 
who  went  to  the  wars  must  take  their 
chance  for  blows;  and  he  (Mr.  Hume) 
was  necessarily  exposed  to  the  elegant 
sarcasms,  end  refined  raillery  of  the  hon. 
secretary  for  the  Admiralty.    To  the  wit 
of  tl»e  hon.  secretary  he  must  submit  with 
restgtiation,  and  the  only  conditio^  which 
be  wished  to  impose  upon  him  was,  that 
he  would  adhere  to  the  truth  [a  laugh]. 
3  E 
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Now,  he  would  concede  to  *^e  hon. 
sdcreuiy  all  the  benefit  of  his  correction 
of  «<  wear  and  tear"  for  "  tear  and  wear," 
and  he  was  even  glad  that  he  had  detected 
him  in  this  inaccuracjr;  because  it  would 
prevent  the  possibility  of  his  evading  the 
explanation  which  he  (Mr.  Hume)  was 
prepared  to  give  of  that,  and  the  other 
Items.  Now,  he  admitted,  that  what  he 
bad  stated  on  a  former  night  had  been 
cdrrectljr  given  in  the  journal  to  which 
he  hisd  before  alluded;  namely,  that  the 
whole  expense  of  building,  rebuilding, 
repairs,  &c.  from  the  vear  1815  up  to  the 
last  year,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
17,000,00(M.  Now,  let  the  House  com- 
pare this  statement  with  the  official  re- 
turns, correcting,  of  course,  the  inaccu- 
racy in  terms  detected  by  the  hon.  secre- 
tary in  the  first  item.  The  amount  of 
wear  and  tear  then  for  that  period  was 
6,1S1,15^.;  under  the  head  of  ordinary 
repairs  the  amount  was  2,602,456^ ;  for 
building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  ships  of 
war,  the  total  was  8,5S0,498l*  The 
charge  under  the  head  of  merchant's 
yards  was  ^SS^^lL  making  in  the  whole 
a  total  ot  17,702,258/.  The  House 
would  see,  therefore,,  that  his  (Mr. 
Hume's)  statement  was  correct,  and  they 
would  by  this  time  be  able  to  appreciate 
the  triumph  of  the  hon.  secretary  for  the 
Admiralty.  If  it  were  not  for  the  delay 
which  would  arise  from  such  a  course,  he 
would  call  upon  the  clerk  to  read  over 
the  returns,  item  by  item,  which  would 
shew  the  accuracy  of  every  statement 
which  he  had  made  on  the  former  night. 
He  had  never  yet  made  a  statement  which 
had  been  successfully  impugned  by  hon. 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  and  he 
trusted  henever  should.  Men  werealways 
disposed  to  pay  attention  to  official  con- 
tradictions ;  and  certainly,  from  the  tone 
which  the  hon.  secretai^  had  assumed  the 
other  night,  and  from  the  vehemence  with 
which  he  was  cheered,  it  might  have  been 
supposed  that  the  secretary's  triumph  was 
complete,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Hume)  had 
foundered  never  to  rise  again.  If  he  had 
been  disposed  to  place  reliance  on  the 
-statements  of  the  hon.  secretary,  he 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  staggered  by 
the  confidence  with  which  thejr  were  ad- 
vanced; but  here  were  the  official  returns, 
clearly  proving  the  accuracy  of  eve^state- 
;ment  which  he  had  made,  proving,  in 
sbort,that  there  was  not  the  slightestground 
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forthe  Intrepidassertions  of  the  honourable 
secretary.  Conceiving,  therefore,  that 
ministers  ought  not  to  call  upon  the  House 
for  a  sum  of  1,781,325/.  without  explam^ 
tion,  and  anxious  that  such  an  explana- 
tion should  be  given  as  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  protection  of  the  public 
money  demanded,  he  should  conclude  by- 
moving,  **  That  in  order  to  enable  the 
House  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  voting 
the  Public  Money  fur  the  support  of  the 
Naval  and  Marine  Establishments,  and 
Ordnance  for  the  Sea  Service,  for  the 
year  1822,  it  is  expedient  to  have  such 
Estimates  in  detail  before  the  House,  as 
shall  point  out  for  what  specific  servioea 
the  sum  of  1,781,325/.  is  to  be  appro- 
priated.** 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
hon.  member  was  sincere  in  the  statement 
which  he  made  on  a  former  night,  for 
otherwise,  he  certainly  would  not  have 
revived  the  discussion  to-m'ght.  He 
would  pledge  himself  again  to  prove  te 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  only  got  deeper  inte 
the  mire.  In  all  the  statements  he  had 
made  to-night  he  was  either  inaccurate  in 
point  of  amount,  or  when  accurate  in  the 
amount,  he  had  mistaken  the  meaning 
which  ousht  to  be  affixed  to  them. 
He  would  oej^m  by  clearing  away  one  or 
two  observations  which  related  to  himself. 
The  hon.  member  seemed  to  imply  that 
he  (Mr.  Croker)  had  taken  the  state- 
ment which  he  made  in  reply  to  him,  from 
some  private  documents.  Now,  he  could 
assure  the  hon.  member,  that  be  had  no 
such  private  documents,  and  that  hia 
triumph,  which  the  hon.  member  himself 
admitted,  was  not  owing  to  any  manu* 
script  papers,  but  to  the  printed  state- 
ments on  the  table  of  that  House.  The 
hon.  member  had  also  stated,  that  in  th« 
**  Courier,**  his  own  speech  was  copied 
from  *<  The  Morning  Chronicle,"  whereat 
his  (Mr.  C's.)  speech  appeared  to  be  cor« 
rected  by  some  mysterious  and  invisible 
hand.  Who  had  been  so  good  as  to  cor- 
rect his  speech,  he  did  not  know;  but  he 
could  inform  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  be 
had  never  corrected  the  publication  of 
any  speech  of  his  own,  except  that  on  tb§ 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  or  the  duke  of 
York,  and  another  on  the  CathoHo  quet* 
tion,  and  that  he  had  never  written  out 
word  for  any  newspaper  for  upwards  of 
two  years  past.  The  hon.  eentleman  apr 
peared  to  have  deemed  his  (Mr.  Croker'a) 
speech  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  it 
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m  subject  «l  iojuiry  bv  »  eommittee  out 
of  doors,  at  which  an  hon.  barouety  who 
was  known  to  be  an  admirable  superin- 
tendant  of  roads,  and  to  possess  great  skill 
in  conducting  them  through  passes,  from 
which  it  was  difficult  to  escape,  together 
with  another  lion,  member,  had  given 
their  sanction  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  to 
aay  that  he  (Mr.  Croker)  was  wrong,  and 
that  the  hon,  member  was  right.  The 
House,  however,  would  not  be  influenced 
by  the  authority,  however  weighty,  of  any 
oommittee  out  of  doors.  The  hon.  mem* 
ber  for  Aberdeen  now  s«d  that  his  for- 
mer statement  was,  that  the  estimates  of 
1817  were  5,985,00CM.  Now,  he  would 
assert,  most  fearlessly,  that  the  hon. 
member  stated  the  amount  of  the  esti* 
nates  for  1817  to  be  5,300,00(M.  The 
hon.  member  might  have  made  a  mistake, 
but  It  was  impossible  that  he  could  have 
made  anjr  other  statement ;  for  the  whole 
gist  of  his  argument  was,  that  the  esti- 
aoates  of  the  present  year  were  greater  in 
amount  than  the  eaimates  of  1817  [no, 
no,  from  the.  Opposition].  This  he  con- 
tended, was  exactly  the  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  ffentlemao,  and  if  it  had  not 
been  so,  he  (Mr.  Croker)  need  not  have 
occupied  so  much  time  in  answering  it  on 
the  spot.  The  hon.  member  had  made  a 
mistake  of  eOOfiOOi.;  for  by  adding  the 
old  stores  to  his  calculation  of  5,S00/X)0/. 
he  made  out  6|000,000^  in  round  num- 
bers, which  was  the  amount  of  the  esti- 
mates in  1817*  The  hon.  member  had 
said,  that  the  estimates  of  1817  were  less 
than  those  of  1822,  aad  he  (Mr.  Croker) 
maintained  that  the  estimates  of  this  year 
were  less  by  half  a  million  than  those  of 
1817*  What  lother  course  of  argument 
would  have  served  the  purpose  of  the 
hon.  member?  Was  it  hit  object  to 
prove  that  the  estimates  of  this  year  were 
more  economical  than  those  of  a  former 
year?  Was  it  likely  that  he  would  have 
risen  to  argue  the  cause  of  administra- 
tion ?  The  fiict  was,  that  in  the  printed 
estimates  of  1817.  tlie  amount  of  old 
stores  was  deducted  from  the  total  amount 
in  a  very  awkward  way.  It  had  been  or- 
dered by  an  act  of  parliament  that  the  old 
stores  should  be  abated  from  the  estimates, 
and  taken  as  part  of  the  ways  and  means 
of  the  year.  It  was  quite  evident  that 
the^  could  not  be  in  both ;  and  as  the  act 
obliged  them  to  toke  them  as  part  of  tlie 
ways  and  means,  the  abatement  was  made 
to  satisfy  tlie  act,  but  did  not  really  ap- 
pear in  the  vote.     The  oQcial  blunder, 


therefore,  on  which  the  hon«  gentleman, 
had  commented,  was  no  other  thao  the 
blunder  of  an  act  of  parliament.  The 
exact  state  of  the  case  was,  that  the 
abatement  of  671,000/.  being  made  In  the 
index  to  the  estimates,  the  total  amount 
in  the  large  estimates  was  exactly 
5,300,000/.  This  was  the  sum  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  taken,  and  must  have 
taken  for  the  total  amount  of  the  estimates. 
in  looking  cursorily  at  the  first  page  of 
the  estimates  for  1817,  it  appeared  that 
the  total  of  the  ordinary  estimates  was 
1,805,000/.;  whereas,  if  the  old  stores 
were  calculated,  the  amount  would  be 
2,476,000/.  It  was  evident  that  the  hon. 
member  had  looked  at  the  surface  of  the 
accounts,  and  had  not  gone  to  the  bottom. 
When  he  stated  the  sum  to  be  5,500,000/., 
he  (Mr.  Croker)  told  him  he  had  made  a 
mistake  of  700,000/.  and  he  would  now 
mention  a  circumstance  which  would  con- 
vince the  House  that  this  was  the  fact. 
An  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Croker's)  had 
said  to  him  on  the  very  morning  of  the 
debate  in  question,  **  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  Mr.  Hume  should  tell  us  that 
our  estimates  are  higher  this  year,  than 
they  were  in  1817,  and  I  will  show  you 
how  he  will  fall  into  the  blunder.*'  He 
oould  assure  Uie  House  that  this  was  not 
a  story  invented  for  the  occasion.  If  the 
House  wished  for  further  confirmatioi^  of 
the  fact,  he  would  add,  that  his  hoo.frietid 
was  not  the  only  person  present,  but  that 
it  took  place  in  the  presence  of  two  othctr 
hon.  members,  and  several  other  persons. 
His  first  hon.  friend  continued — **  Mr. 
Hume  will  not  look  to  all  the  items ;  he 
will  cast  his  eye  at  the  apparent  total, 
and  overlook  toe  old  stores,  and  then  he 
will  tell  us  thst  the  estimates  of  this  year 
are  greater  than  those  of  1817.**  He 
(Mr.  Croker)  then  said  to  his  friend,  **  1 
can  hardly  believe  it  possible  that  he  wiH 
fall  into  such  a  blunder,''  and  when  the  hon. 
member  did  actually  fall  into  the  blunder^ 
his  hon.  friend  who  happened  to  sit  next 
him,  nudged  him,  and  said,  <•  Did  not  I  tell 
you  he  would  do  so.''  These  were  plain 
facts,  but  there  was  a  still  more  important 
circumstance  which  he  wished  to  mention. 
The  hon.  member,  had  omitted  a  paltry 
sum  of  1,600,000/.  granted  within  the  year 
for  the  debt  of  the  navy ;  so  that,  so  far 
were  the  votes  of  this  year  from  being 
greater  than  those  of  1817,  that  the  esti- 
mates of  1817  were  7,600,000/.  and  the 
estimates  of  the  present  year  were 
5,600,000/.    He  would  now  proceed  tfi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t911    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

the  next  point,  in  which  the  hon*  member 
stated  that  17,000,000/.  had  been  expend- 
ed in  the  building  of  ships.  This  he  would 
prove  out  of  th^  hon.  member's  own  mouth, 
for  how  was  he  othetwke  to  understand 
the  hon.  member*8  obserration,  that  this 
sum  was  sufficient  to  bave  buiJt  ail  the 
navies  in  the  world?  If  he  meant  the 
whole  sum  which  went  to  build  and  sup- 
ply and  maintain  the  navy,  then  why  did 
he  con6ne  himself  to  that  which  applied 
only  to  building?  Tiie  hon.  gentleman 
said  that  this,  the  sum  which  went  to 
build  only  a  very  small  part  of  our  own 
navy,  was  sufficient  to  build  all  the  navies 
m  the  universe.  But  he  would  go  a  little 
fiEirther  than  this,  end  would  shoW|  Iroro  a 
note  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  that,  in 
order  to  make  up  Ibis  17,000,000^.  the 
hon.  member  had  been  obliged  to  antici- 
pate the  period  to  which  he  was  referring 
by  two  years.  He  had  found  himself  in  a 
mistake,  and,  in  order  to  get  out  of  that 
tnistake,  he  had  borrowed  two  years,  and 
taken  the  expenditure  of  the  years  1615 
and  1816  as  part  of  the  17  millions  ex- 
pended since  1817.  There  was  no  denyt 
ing  the  original  statement  of  time ;  for,  in 
addition  to  the  reference  to  1B17,  the 
hon.  member  had  said  that  the  17,O0O,()O0A. 
had  been  expended  within  five  years. 
.This  must  have  been  his  meaning-— his  po- 
sitive statement ;  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  could 
bring  demonstrative  proof  of  that  fact. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  bound  volume  of 
the  accounts  of  the  navy ;  and  he  could 
not  account  for  the  presentiment  which 
ied  him  to  it.  He  had  opened  die  book 
beginning  at  1817,  and  read  the  items — 
yesy  he  l^d  begun  at  1817  and  not  1815, 
and  read  the  items :  and  as  he  went  on  to 
Quote  1817,  1818,  and  1819,  and  so  on, 
tne  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  had 
nodded,  and  repeated  the  word  *<  correct.^' 
This,  however,  was  not  all.  He  had  not 
only  gone  back  two  years,  but  he  had  read 
to  the  House  the  items  of  the  5,700,000/. 
The  House  would  recollect  with  what 
accuracy,  and  so  guess  at  the  way  in 
which  he  had  made  up  the  17,000,000/. 
He  had  done  this  by  putting  together  in 
one  mass  every  thing  that  had  related  to 
the  navy.  The  House  would  thence  judge 
of  the  way  in  which  the  hon.  member  had 
met  the  charge  brought  against  him — of 
not  knowing  wood  from  brick,  and  ships 
from  houses,  and  drains  and  dock-waits. 
But,  even  if  he  had  met  that  fairly,  it 
was  of  no  use  as  an  argument ;  and  the 
^lon.  member  coukl  tafe  but  small  credit, 
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that,  in  not  having  comprabeiidtd  boF  ti^r 
whole  allowance  for  the  building,  repairing, 
and  maintainbg  of  shipe,  together  with  ibe 
construction  and  repair  of  dock-yarda, 
docks,  houses,  drains,  &c.  entered  into 
the  17  millions,  he  should  have  chosen  to 
mix  all  the  separate  items  into  one  mass, 
and  call  them  by  the  stsange  name  of  ship 
building.  Now,  if  the  hon.  member  bad 
exercised  due  diKgenccf  (he  would  give 
him  credit  for  diligence,  certainly>  but  it 
was  not  due  diligence)  he  would  har^ 
seen  whether  that  was  lair.  He  would 
have  seen  that  the  expenao  of  all  the  pub- 
lic works,  works  of  great  magnitude,  im- 
portance, and  expense,  were  contained  in 
that  mass  which  be  had  brought  forward 
as  ship-building.  But  he  (Mr.  Crcdcer) 
would,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  allow  th4 
hon.  member  the  benefit  of  the  two  yeora 
preceding  1817 ;  and  he  wojuld  show  tbit 
he  was  not  right  with  regard  to  the  sevett 
years.  For  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
m  this  sum  there  was  included  the  expense 
of  the  fleet  afloat,  as  if  it  had  formea  part 
of  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear,  or  or  the 
ship-building.  Yes;  the  hon.  member 
had  represented  the  17  milliona  has  being 
the  ordinary  expense  of  the  pavy  upon  a 
peace  establishment,  when,  in  tact,  it 
comprehended  1815,  which  was  a  year  of 
war ;  and  in  which  year  the  wear  and  tear, 
amounted  to  three  millions  and  a  half. 
Now,  if  that  year  of  war  was  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  expense  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, why  not  include  all  the  3^ear8  of 
the  war  ?  llie  hon.  gentleman  had  mis- 
represented ministers  m  tiding,  that  they 
had  refused  him  access  to  the  details  of 
the  victualling  of  the  navy  for  1821,  since 
he  never  asked  for  them.  There  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  granting  of 
them,  and  yet  he  says  he  was  refused. 
The  hon.  member  had  come  down  to 
move  for  a  new  trial,  upon  two  points : 
but  why  had  he  done  it  only  on  two  { 
They  must  judge  of  accuracy  by  general 
accuracy,  and  not  by  one  or  two  statements 
out  of  a  large  number.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man informed  the  House,  that  the  Diarines 
cost  the  country  880,000/.  whereas  the . 
whole  pay  of  the  navy  was  only  600,000/.; 
and  thus  the  government,  which  above  all 
prided  itself  upon  the  glory  and  the  power 
of  its  navy,  had  reduced  the*  pay  of  that 
navy  to  the  paltry  pittance  of  500,000/.  a 
year.  The  manner  in  which  be  arrived 
at  this  conclusion  was,  by  taking  the  whole 
expenses  of  the  mannea,  barrack,  aceou'> 
trements,  Ibod^  and^  every  thing,  and  det 
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diKling  it  ifO«  the  wages  aloaeof  the 
navy.  This  was  like  alt  his  other  accu« 
racy.  There  was  the  case  of  the  (wy- 
master,  for  whom  he  told  the  House  they 
were  called  upon  to  vote  a  large  sum ; 
when  in  point  of  bet  the  case  did  not 
oecar  in  ttie  siinie  estimate,  and  would  be 
brought  before  the  House  in  its  proper 
place.  He  left  it  to  the  House  whetner 
they  would  give  information  of  an  impor- 
tant nature,  upon  the  ground  of  such 
statements,  and  whether  they  could  ever 
feel  safe  in  acting  upon  them.  There  was 
no  one  who  had  more  consideration  for 
the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  and  was  more 
exposed  to  them  than  himself:  if,  there- 
fore, warmth  of  feeliog  had  led  him  out 
of  the  way  in  discusshig  this  topic,  he 
trusted  that  it  would  be  attributed  to 
no  improper  motive.  What  be  said  of 
the  hon.  member  he  meaitt  only  to  apply 
to  his  figures  and  statements.  The  con- 
viction that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  erro« 
neous  in  his  calculations,  was  so  strong 
upon  him  that  he  could  not  resist  it  He 
gave  him  credit  for  sincerity,  but,  under 
that  sincerity  he  was  directly  and  posi- 
tively misleading  the  House. 

Mr.  Bcmal  said,  he  could  not  compli- 
ment the  hon.  secretary  on  pursuing  a 
straight  forward  path,  in  the  course  of  his 
observations  on  tne  statements  of  his  hon. 
friend.  He  had  paid  the  utmost  attention 
to  what  had  fallen  firom  his  hon.  friend, 
and  ceruinly  he  did  not  hear  him  state 
the  17,000,0(M.  to  have  been  expended  in 
building  and  repairing  alone.  His  hon. 
friend  must  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  suaas  expended  from  18i5i  for  he  had 
particularly  mentioned  seven  y^ra.  Did 
the  hon.  secretary  mean  to  deny  that,  ibr 
seven  years,  including  1815,  nfiOOfiOOL 
had  not  been  expended  in  wear  and  tear, 
ordnance,  repairs,  building  and  rebuild** 
i»g  both  in  kind's  and  merdmnts*  yards  ? 
That  his  hon.  fineod  had  no  disposition  to 
swell  out  the  sum  appeared  evident  from 
this  circumstance,  that  he  did  not  take  into 
bis  calculation  1,000,0001.  expended  dar- 
ing the  sevoB  years  from  1815  in  dock- 
yartl  improvements.  The  admission  that 
1 7,000,(XXV.  had  been  expended,  was  quite 
enough  to  demolish  the  structure  raised 
by  the  hon.  seereta'ry.  Even  throwing  out 
the  vears  1815  and  1816,  still  the  sum  ex- 
pended would  be  found  no  less  than 
lOfiOOfOOOl.  He  had  examined  the  naval 
estimates  for  several  years,  with  consider«i> 
able  attention,  «nd  was  satisfied  that  hia 
bon.  friend's  jitatemen^  was  well  foundeil. 


Sir  JI*  FaracKsaid,  that  his  faoD^fntod'e; 
statements  were  not  only  supported  by  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen  who  heard  him 
on  Friday,  but  were  confirmed  by  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  last 
June»  Where  the  same  accounts  and  the 
same  tables  were  giv^n.  It  was  there 
sUted  that  5,300,0002.  were  the  expenses 
of  the  navy  for  1817»  and  the  sum  of 
671,000/.  was  added  for  old  stores.  His 
hon.  friend  read  his  statement  on  Friday^ 
from  his  former  published  statements; 
how,  then,  could  he  be  wrong  on  Friday, 
when  he  was  formerly  riglit,  with  Regard 
to  the  17,000,0002.  for  the  last  seven 
years  i  The  hon.  SecreUry  had  certainly 
mistaken  the  statement  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Bicardo  said,  he  had  iek  great 
alarm,  at  first,  when  he  heard  thediffBrence. 
of  671,000/.  between  the  hon.  secretary 
and  his  hon.  friend ;  and  had  thought  ths^ 
hb  hon.  firiend  must  be  in  error.  He  had 
since  been  convinced,  however,  tet 
hb  hon.  friend  had  bcluded  the  600,000/. 
and  that  it  was  the  hon.  secretary  w4o 
was  wtong  in  saying  that  he  had  not. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  said,  be  mult  oontend  that 
the  hon.  member,  in  stating  the  eatimate 
for  1817,  had  made  it  5,S00,000/.,  and  had 
made  no  aHowance  for  the  671 ,000/.  He 
remembered  this  tbe  more,  as  he  had  pre- 
viously meadoned  to  bbhon.  friend,,  the 
secretary  of  the  admindty,  that  the -hon. 
gentleoaan  would  pvobably  &H  into  that^ 
mistake. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  on  a  subject 
so  important  lo  hb  hon  firiend,  he  wi^ed 
to  make  a  few  obaervations.  In  the  first 
plaoe^  as  to  what  had  passed  on  Friday 
last  he  was  not  in  the  House  at  thcS  time 
whea  hb  hon.  firiend  had  made  the  state- 
ment. Having  been  absent  at  that  period, 
be  could  not  bear  testimony,  of  his  own 
knowledge  to  theftct;  but  it  appeared 
evident  to  him  that  hb  hen.  fiaera^i  ac^ 
curacy  was  completely  established.  Ha 
was  led  to  that  opinion  partly  by  the  con- 
fidence which  he  felt  in  the  accuracy  of 
hb  hon.  friend.  He  was  further  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  by  tbe  testimony  of  hb  hon. 
friends  who  had  just  delivered  tbdr  sen« 
timents,  as  well  as  by  the  candid  admis- 
sion of  the  hon.  secretary  himself.  What 
the  hon.  secretary  now  contended  Ibr  waS| 
that  hb  hon.  friend  had  gone  wrong  to^ 
amount  of  11,000,000?.  As  aneodctfea 
wcrp  in  vogve,  be  might  be  permitted  to 
tell  what  he  biid  heard  en  entering  the 
Ifouse.  He  was  told  that  an  attifcmpt  had 
been  made  to  pso^e  an  jnadcuracy  io  the 
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iaftlctiI«t](m»of hishoD.  IriencU  Oo  asking 
to  what  amoont,  he  was  told  to  the  amoant 
of  11,000,000/.  His  answer  to  that  was, 
whatitshould  be  now,  thatthe  11,000,000^ 
proved  too  mach.  Notwithstanding  the 
comph'cated  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
were  kept,  an  error  to  the  amount 
of  11,000,000^  was,  he  considered,  ab- 
solutely impossible.  The  subject,  in  fact, 
4id  not  deserve  inquiry ;  but  they  had  in- 
quired, and  what  turned  out  to  be  the 
ract  ?  One  said,—"  I  never  meant  to  con- 
fine the  eleven  millions  to  the  building  of 
ships,"  and  the  other  said  "  you  did  mean 
it.  His  hon.  fVtend  had  enumerated 
various  other  items  which  he  meant  to 
include ;  and  his  first  reason  for  believing 
him  was  the  admission  of  his  sincerity, 
made  by  the  hon.  secretary  himself.  The 
mere  virtue  of  sincerity  wis  but  a  slender 
compliment  to  a  calculator:  but  the  ad- 
mission was  of  great  importance  in  the 
present  case,  where  so  much  must  depend 
on  the  confidence  to  which  he  was  entitled. 
Another  reason  which  weighed  with  him 
was,  that  he  ^Mr.  B.)  then  held  in  his 
hand  the  very  aocument  on  which  his  hon. 
firiend  had  made  his  statement.  In  that 
document  those  items  were  to  be  found 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  enumerated. 
The  only  other  point  was  with  respect  to 
time.  The  hon.  secretary  had  stated,  that 
his  hon.  friend  meant  to  take  only  five 
years  into  account ;  but  his  hon.  friend  had 
said  that  he  meant  to  take  seven  years. 
That  he  also  believed ';  for  the  same  paper 
itated  the  items  to  be  taken  from  1815  to 
1821.  Since  he  came  into  the  House  he 
had  read  a  newspaper  report  [Order, 
order !.]  He  believed  he  was  not  in  order ; 
but  in  a  certain  document,  which  he 
would  not  name  for  the  world,  a  published 
paper,  a  portion  of  recent  history,  cer- 
tainly within  the  reach  of  his  majesty's 
Bunisters,  he  saw  a  thing  very  like  a  speech 
in  parliament,  though  he  knew  that  it 
could  not  have  been  such ;  and  if  he  were 
to  hasard  a  comparison,  he  would  say 
that  one  part  was  very  like  a  speech  from 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen ;  and  that 
a  speech  of  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr. 
Crolcer)  was  shadowed  out  in  the  other 
[A  laugh.]  In  that  document  that  the 
period  extended  not  to  five,  but  to  seven 
years.  That  this  was  not  done  out  of 
friendship  for  his  hon.  friend,  would  appear 
from  what  he  found  in  another  part 
of  the  same  docimient— he  meant  an 
article  beginning  thus  t—^*' Poor  Mr. 
Hame !    iSucbabeating  asjie  received  on 
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Friday  last !  If  he  stirvivestbis,  be  most 
be  immortal.'*    This  statement  confirmed 
the  doctrines  that  he  had  mainuined  with 
regard  to  his  hon.  friend,  and  put  the 
stamp  on  that  confidence  which  he  always 
entertained  for  his  honesty  in  stating  facu, 
and  his  accuracy  in  making  calcuktions. 
[Loud.  Cheering.]      Mow  regarding  as 
true  the  anecdote  which  had  been  stated 
by  the  hon.  secretary,  and  confirmed  by 
the  hon.  baronet  with  respect  to  his  hon. 
fViend*s   anticipated    mistake   about  the 
600,000/.  an  anecdote  for  which  there 
needed  no  sudi  parade  of  proof— his  con- 
fidence in  his  hon.  friends  accuracy  re- 
mained, even  on  that  point  undiminshed. 
If,  aAer  the  testimony  of  his  two  hon. 
friends  (Mr.  Bemal  and  sir  H.  Pamell), 
who  had  examined  into  the  accounts,  with 
a  perfect  recollection  of  what  had  happened 
on  Friday,  confirmed  as  that  testimony 
was  by  his  hon.  friend  the  member  for 
Portarlington,  some  of  whose  doctrines 
were  in  vofue  with  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  when  they  suited  their  purposes,  ^ 
who  took  one  of  his  opinions  when  they* 
'could  not  get  his  speech,  and  who  drew 
references  from  his  speech    when  they, 
could  not  get  his  vote;  but  who,  on  the 
present  occasion,  would  repudiate  opinion 
and  speech,  and  vote  altogether;  if,  after  * 
thisi  his  hon.  friend  was  still  in  error, 
what  did  it  amount  to  I    What  was  the 
difierence  between  his*  hon.  friend  and  the 
hon.  secretary,  the  champion  of  the  navy 
estimates— the  two  calculators    now  at 
issue— what  did  it  amount  to  but  this — 
that  there  was  such  bungling,  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  such  contradiction  in  their 
statements,  such  confusion,  that  the  same 
account  was  spoken  of  diffierentlv  in  the 
index   and  the  body  of  the  estimates  ? 
Then  the  hon.  secretary  accused  hb  hon. 
friend  for  not  employing  pen  and  ink- 
work— a  neglect  which,  if  it  had  occurred 
this  time,  he  was  sure  would  be  the  last 
time  at  which  such  a  charge  would  be 
warrmted.  Even  ifthe  error  had  occurred, 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  his  hon.  friend,  but 
of  the  blundering  manner  in  which  the 
public  accounts  were  kept,  and  acts  of  ap- 
propriation drawn  up.    If  he. could  alldw 
(for  the  sake  ofargument)  that  in  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  his  labours  his  hon.  friend  had 
committed    this    mistake — if    in    those 
labours,  important  to  aH,  he  had  over- 
looked this  mistake-^if,  dealing  with  large 
sufjtis  and  momentous  interesu,  he  had 
commited  a  sIighterro^— if  ^ing  on  from 
day  to4ay  and  night  to  night,  wearing 
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out  himself  in  the  public  service — (he 
hoped  his  wear  and  tear  would  not  be  too 
rapid)— if  in  this  course  he  had  mistaken 
one  part  of  a  statement  for  another,  his 
confidence  in  him  would  remain  the  same ; 
and  he  hoped  on  his  (Mr.  B's.)  return, 
about  a  month  hence,  to  find  him  in  the 
same  place,  saving  the  money  of  the  public, 
performing  with  useful  zeal*  his  parlia- 
mentary duties,  commanding  the  willing 
homage  of  the  House,  increasing  his  re« 
putation  in  the  country,  securing  the  at- 
tachment of  his  friends,  and  extorting  re* 
spect  even  from  his  opponents.  TLoud 
Cheering.]  When  he  heard  that  his  hon. 
friend  was  put  upon  his  trial  for  the  ac- 
curacy of  his  calculations — when  he  heard 
that  ever  since  Friday  last,  alihou|;h  the 
verdict  was  not  given,  his  ministerial  op- 
ponents bad  declared  that  the  evidence 
was  against  him— when  he  iieard  that 
there  were  two  points  upon  which  he  liad 
moved  for  a  new  trial — when  he  heard 
all  this,  he  could  not  but  come  forward 
to  show  how  groundless  the  charges 
against  him  were.  The  friends  of  minis- 
ters and  the  persons  in  office  had  begun 
too  early  to  take  joy  to  themselves  at  his 
defeat.  They  were  heard  to  declare— 
**  Here  is  Mr.  Such*a-one,  who  ^canvassed 
our  accounts,  he  has  been  defeated  in  his 
calculations —there  is  an  end  of  him.'* 
Then  they  anticipated  the  return  of  those 
halcyon  days,  when  their  estimates  re- 
mained without  examination  or  exposure, 
when  any  hon.  member  who  chose  to  dis- 
pute a  ministerial  item,  heard  in  reply  only 
the  words  **  Jacobin,  leveller,  Buona- 
partists,  anarchy,  social  order,  basis  of 
society,''  and  other  such  jargon.  They 
predicted  the  ruin  of  his  hon.  friend's  cha- 
racter for  accuracy,  and  declared  that  no 
trust  could  any  longer  be  placed  in  him. 
He  (  Mr.  B. ) ,  on  the  contrary,  declared  that 
his  accuracy  remained  unimpeached,  that 
he  relied  on  him  with  unabated  confidence. 
But  his  calculations  were  no  matter  of  con- 
fidence. If  be  were  wron^,  government 
had  the  means  of  exposing  his  calculations. 
He  succeeded,  if  he  did  succeed  at  all, 
not,  he  would  saj,  propria  marte^  but  by 
the  strength  of  his  position,  and  the  force 
ofhis  statements ;  and  if  he  committed  an 
error,  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of 

Sersons  on  the  watch  to  detect  him ;  the 
etection  and  the  exposure  would  be  pro- 
claimed in  that  House,  and  echoed  by  sdl 
,the  servile  adherents  of  ministers.  He 
^ould  continue  to  his  hon.  friend  his  full 
reUance  i  beicaaie  he  had  never  yet  found 


him  fall  in  what  he  had  undertaken  to  es« 
tablish — because  on  this  occasion,  whea 
his  accuracy  was  especially  impeached^ 
be  had  signally  triumphed.  And  he  hoped 
he  would  go  on  with  the  same  persevering 
zeal  for  the  public  good,  careless  of  the 
taunts  of  those  who  profited  by  abuses^ 
forgetful  of  the  neglect  shqwn  to  hjs  la- 
bours by  the  gentlemen  opposite,  thinking 
only  of  his  country,  dreaming  only  of  hif 
duty,  and,  great  as  his  services  were  to 
that  country,  still  laying  up  additional 
claims  to  its  ^titude.  [Loud  Cheers.] 
The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  must 
have  conceited  the  hon.  member  for 
Aberdeen  in  great  danger  to  have  beea 
induced  to  enter  into  such  a  defences 
His  hon.  friend,  the  secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, he  was  sure  would  view  him  witb 
great  compassion,  when  he  found  tliat  he 
had  so  disabled  him  as  to  render  necessary 
the  aid  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaa 
who  had  undertaken  his  cause.  The  boo* 
secretary  had,  indeed,  thrown  great  dismay 
and  alarm  into  the  enemy's  camp— be  had 
set  all  Brooks's  in  an  uproar,  and  they 
had  found  it  necessary  to  send  down  thUe 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  who  ba4 
soent  much  gunpowder  in  the  defences 
Terror  seemed  to  reign  among  them  since 
the  hon.  secretary  bad  overthrown  the 
calculations  of  their  champion.  He  did 
not  precisely  see  the  cause  for  the  alane 
which  the  friends  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
entertained.  Thev  seemed  to  consider 
that  he  never  could  show  his  face  again-* 
that  he  would  no  more  receive  the  freedom 
of  boroughs  or  cities,  and  that  be  must 
surrender  all  his  cider  and  golden  snuff- 
boxes, if  he  was  not  proved  to  be  right  in 
his  late  calculations,  and  placed  on  hia 
legs,  after  the  hon.  secretary  had  thrown 
him  on  his  back.  But  his  friends  did  not 
seem  to  see  that  if  they  established  hia 
figures,  it  was  at  the  expense  of  his  argu- 
ment. His  reasoning  and  calccdationa 
were  opposed  to  eacm  other;  and  hia 
friends  must  take  the  option  of  admitting 
that  he  could  not  conduct  a  cominoo  ar- 
ffument  to  any  intelligible  conclusion,  or 
form  a  common  calculation  with  any 
tolerable  correctness*  Let  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  then,  take  which  oi  the  two 
characters  they  choose  for  their  hon* 
friends— either  that  of  a  calculator  or  a 
logician ;  but  they  .could  not  have  both* 
To  show  that  he  was  now  accurate  in  hia 
figures,  his  friends  resorted  to  a  speech 
made  two  or  three  years  ago.    His  hon. 
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friend  had  shofrn,  that  the  line  of  argu-  I 
ment  pursued  by  the  hon.  gentleman  led 
liim  to  take  5,S00»000^  instead  of! 
6,900,000^  If,  then,  his  calculation  was 
light,  his  argument  was  good  for  nothing; 
for  it  went  to  show  that  the  estimates  of 
1817  were  lower  than  those  of  the  present 
year.  If  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
were  satisfied  with  the  figures  or  tlie  rea- 
soning, he  (lord  L.^)  and  his  friends 
would  be  satibfied  with  what  they  left ;  so 
that  both  would  be  satisfied.  But  he 
thought  the  House  had  passed  the  et ening 
in  a  Tery  unprofitable  discussion,  it 
Would  have  been  better  to  have  entered 
dn  some  question  with  which  the  general 
interests  of  the  country  were  connected, 
Chan  to  have  been  trying  the  arithmetical 
accuracy  of  any  hon.  member.  If,  how- 
ever, the  character  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  to  be  decided  by  the  result  of  this 
debate,  which  hb  (lord  L.)  saw  no  reason 
for  thinking,  the  discussion  would  be 
more  fatal  than  be  was  willing  to  appre« 
bend. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  recollected  that  when 
the  hon.  memlier  for  Aberdeen  first  began 
that  course  of  conduct  which  he  had  pur- 
sued with  so  much  success,  every  possible 
attempt,  short  of  absolute  insult,  was 
made,  to  deter  him  from  proceeding. 
Sarcasm  and  imputation  of  every  sort 
were  directed  against  him.  He  was  de- 
scribed to  be  a  person  who  knew  nothing 
sibout  official  matters,  and  was  not  to  be 
triftted  on  a  point  of  calculation.  Before 
the  end  of  the  session,  however,  those 
Ve^y  individuals  who  had  treated  the  hon. 
member  in  this  manner  came  to  him  'cap 
in  hand,  and  proffered  him  every  assist- 
ance in  furtherance  of  his  designs. 
What  was  the  cause  of  this  change  of 
sentiadent  with  regard  to  the  hon.  mem- 
ber ?  It  waft,  that  the  country  had  de* 
^ded  the  question  in  his  favour.  In  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom  the  services  of  the 
honk  member  had  been  acknowledged  to 
hi  most  merifocious.  The  hon.  member 
waft,  *^  his  opinion,  the  encyclopaedia  of 
finance —  [a  laugh.]  ^-  Before  the  con- 
duiion  of  the  jpreaeht  session,  the  oppo- 
liltion  which  his  horn  friend,  the  member 
Ibr  Aberd^n,  exp^tkhced  would  dte 
ftWay,  and  thos^  gentlemefi*  who  no^ 
-^deavoured  to  throw  obstacles  inhiij  way 
weald  be  willing  to  aid  his  exertions. 

The  Houae  then  ditided:  for  Mr. 
Humeri  Aateiidnient.  78;  Againat  it, 
1«9. 
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AUhorp,  viscount 
Bemara,  visct. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Benyon,  Benjamin 
Bemal,R. 
Birch,  Joseph 
Brougham,  Henry 
Bright,  H. 
Bury,  visct. 
Boughey,  sir  J.  F. 
Calvert,.  C. 
Calcreft,  J. 
j  Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Colbome,  N.  R. 
Concannon,  Lucius 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Creevey,  Thos. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Duncannon,  visct. 
Dundas,  hon.  T. 
Ebrington,  visct. 
ElUce,  Ed. 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Graham,  S. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Haldimand,  W. 
Hill,  lord  A. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
James,  W. 
Johnson,  col. 
Jervoise^  G.  P. 
liCycester,  R. 
Lainbton,  J.  G. 
Lennaid,  T.  B. 
Llovd,  sir  £; 
Maberly,  J. 


Maberly,W.  L. 
Marjonbanks,  S. 
Macdonaid,  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Normanby,  visct. 
Newman,  W. 
Nugent,  lord 
O'Callaghan,  J, 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pares,  T. 
Powlett,  hon.  W. 
Price,  Robert 
Pym,F. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Robarts,  A.  W.  • 
Robarts,  col.  G. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Rumbold,  Ch. 
Rice,T.  S. 
Stanley,  lord 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Scott,  James 
Sykes,  D. 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tiemey,  rt.  hon.G. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Townshend,  lord  C. 
Webb,  Ed. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilkins,  W. 
WilUams,  W. 
Wilson,  sir  Robert 
WyviU,  M. 
Whitmore,  W.  W. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  Joseph 
Smith,  W. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday^  February  28. 

Scotch  Burghs.]  The  Lord  Advo^ 
cate  rose  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bi^ 
founded  on  certain  reports  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  as  to  the  state  of  the  Royal 
Burghs.  A  difference  of  opinion,  he 
knew,  prevailed  as  to  the  remedies  most 
adequate  to  meet  the  abuses  specified  in 
these  reports.  A  great  obiect  would  be 
gained  Dy  secnriog  the  fullest  publicity^ 
and  c6ti)t>e]Hng  Uie  residence  of  iht 
magistrates;  and,  he  would  therefore 
moV6,  <<  Thtit  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  for  regulating  the  mode  of  account- 
ing for  the  common  good,  and  revenues 
ofthe  Royal  Burglis  of  Scotland,  arid  to 
prevent  the  noa-retidence  of  migiaCrAtea 
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of  Rojgl  Burgks,  and  to  rettrain  undue 
compacto  regarding  Burgh  Electioi^s.*' 

Lord  A*  Hamiltgn  expressed  his  asto^ 
nisbnsent,  that  after  the  labours  of  three 
committees,  and  the  full  detail  of  multi- 
p]ied4U)use8  which  their  reports  exhibited, 
a  lord  advocate  should,  in  bringing  such 
a  subiect  before  parliament,  limit  himself 
merely  to  a  simple  rootioo  for  leav^t  to 
bring  in  a  bill.  He  had  expected,  thai 
when  the  learned  lord  refused  to  allow 
bim  to  originate  a  remedial  roeasuref  4f 
vjis  his  inteation  to  take  a  full  view  of 
tbe*question>  and  put  the  House  in  pos- 
session of  that  view.  What  was  his  sur* 
prise  to  find  him,  after  all  that  expecta- 
tion, merely  making  a  motion  of  course  i 
Was  it  to  be  endured,  after  so  mudi 
inrestigatioo  and  ^bour,  that  such  a  bill 
sbould  be  proposed  for   a    remedy    to 

frievances  so  numerous  and  complicated? 
[«  must  be  allowed  to  tell  the  learaed 
lord,  that  in  proposing  a  measure  so 
inadequate,  he  haid  both  neglected  his 
own  duty,  and  prevented  other  members 
from  discharging  theirs.  He  was  ex*- 
tremely  sorry  t^t  the  whole  system  of 
abusa  tluit  pervaded  the  burghs  of  ScoCr 
land  was  so  little  understood  in  that 
Bouse.  Sure  he  was,  tlmt  if  they  existed 
in  England,  and  if  English  members  bad 
themselves  such  a  case  as  he  felt  he  could 
make  out  for  Scotland,  these  intolerable 
grievaaces  would  be  at  once  redressed. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill« 

Kniohtsbridge    Babracks  -—  COM- 

*  rirAINTOF  AN0uTRA6K0KMR.SHBBirF 

Waithman.]  Mr.  Alderman  Wood 
•aid,  he  rose  to  submit  a  motion  to  that 
House,  founded  on  a  petition  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  present  on  the  8th  instant 
from  the  corporation  of  London  (see  p. 
J  59.)  In  the  observations  which  he 
had  to  make  preparatory  to  his  motion, 
lie  should  conane  himself  strictly  to  facts, 
and  the  merits  of  the  case,  as  grounded 
aolely  upon  them.  The  petition  related 
to  the  occurrences  which  nad  taken  place 
at  Knightsbridge,  and  the  attack  on  Mr. 
Sheriff  Waithman,  on  the  26tk  of  last 
August,  and  was  founded  on  a  report 
drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  the  common 
council,  who  had  taken  evidence  on  the 
aubject,  and  given  it  a  patient  and  impar- 
tial investigation.  The  committee  was 
Dot  one  selected  from  any  particular  class 
afperaooa;  but  was  a  committee  of  general 
purposes,  and  consisted  of  persons  of 
qiffe^nt  political  opioions>  aome  of  whoai 
VOL.VI. 


were  known  to  maintain  principles  of 
which  those  who  a^oted  most  loyalty 
must  approve.  .The  petitioners,  grounding 
their  statements  upon  tha  report  of  this 
committee,  now  called  oa  the  House  tp 
know,  whether  those  who  saryed  the  hi^ 
ofiSce  of  8heri£Gi  of  the  county,  when 
called  out  to  prasenre  the  peace,,  should 
sit  down  4|uietly  without  redress  after  a 
wanton  ana  violent  attackon  their  persons  I 
In  consequence  of  its  being  known,  thait 
the  funerals  of  the  unfortunate  men  whp 
had  lost  their  lives  on  the  144h  of  August 
would  be  public,  the  government  thougbt 
it  right  to  send  a  notice  to  that  effect  to 
the  lord  mayor,  who  was  called  upon  tp 
provide  for  the  preservation  of  the  peaca. 
Kay,  the  government  went  farther,  they 
eent  a  notice,  signed  by  one  of  the  Tre%> 
sury  solicitors,  to  a  respectable  tradesmafi 
living  in  his  ward,  who  was  connected 
with  the  proceedings,  informing  him  that 
steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  ftmers^ 
from  passing  through  the  park.  But  no^ 
a  word  of  aH  this  was  said^  no  notice  was 
sent  to  the  sheriff  who  had  the  peace  of 
the  county  intrusted  to  bis  care,  and  «|f 
course  the  flovernment  must  have  beep 
aware  that  toe  funeral  would  take  place 
in  Middlesex.  The  sheriff,  however, 
without  any  such  intimation,  knowing  what 
was  his  duty,  prepared  every  means  in  h^s 
power  by  whicn  disturbance  might  bjp 
prevented.  He  knew  that  there  existed 
an  ill  feeling  between  the  people  and 
aoldiers,  arising  qut  of  the  circmnstaacip 
under  which  the  two  persona  had  mat 
their  death;  and  understanding  it  wi^ 
intended  that  the  funeral  should  pass  by 
tlie  barracks  at  Knightsbridge,  be  used 
ever  J  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  4f 
possible.  With  that  view,  ha  sent  a  letter 
to  some  of  the  newspapers,  io  which,  aftepr 
alluding  to  the  intepded  route  of  this 
funeral,  he  strongly  deprecated  such  ^ 
measure,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  tbe 
public  would  refrain  4^on  attending  it* 
He  oopld  do  no  more;  and  the  fact  itself 
was  a  full  answer  to  the  charge,  that  be 
wished  to  disturb  tlie  peace.  No  man 
under  the  sam^  oircumstanceji  could  have 
done  more  to  preserve  it.  When  he 
found  that  the  funeral  was  to  pass  by  tl^ 
barracks,  he  gave  ordera  to  the  omceiy 
under  him  to  have  an  a^teodance  of  cmw 
atablea,  to  be  In  readiness  to  take  into 
custody  all  who  should  bfs  found  breaking 
the  peace ;  and  in  order  to  caf  ry  this  into 
effect*  be  liimself;  accompanied  by  his 
under  sheriff  (his  coUeague  in  office  wa* 
3  F 
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at  the  time  in  Brighton),  proceeded  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  barracks.  He  re- 
mained there  without  interfering  in  any 
way,  until  information  reached  him,  that 
a  brick4>at  waa  thrown  amongst  the 
people  from  over  the  barrack  wall.  This 
produced  some  hissing  on  the  part  of  the 
crowd ;  but  on  the  sheriff  entreating  them 
to  be  quiet,  order  was  restored.  The 
procession  passed  the  barracks ;  and  on 
the  return  of  a  great  portion  of  the  people 
from  Hammersmith,  the  sheriff  learned, 
that  a  riot  had  occurred  between  some  of 
the  soldiers,  and  the  people  at  the  barrack 
gate.  On  hearing  this,  he  returned  to 
the  gate,  where  he  found  the  soldiers 
engaged  with  the  people,  some  of  the 
sddiers  with  sticks,  some  with  their  fists, 
and  some  with  drawn  swords.  Some  of 
the  soldiers  wore  their  uniforms,  and 
others  were  in  undress.  The  sheriff  did 
all  in  his  power  to  restore  tranquillity, 
and  at  length  succeeded,  by  insbting  on 
the  soldiers  retiring  within  their  barracks, 
which  they  did.  After  waiting  for  some 
time,  and  e?ery  thing  appearing  quiet,  he 
again  went  towards  town,  when  he  was 
overtaken  near  Hyde-park-comer  by  a 
person,  who  informed  him  that  the  soldiers 
and  the  people  were  again  contending. 
He  rode  back,  and  found  a  great  dis- 
turbance. Again  he  endeavoured  to 
restore  order,  and  exhorted  die  people  to 
go  away ;  but,  while  thus  engaged,  some 
of  the  soldiers  endeavoured  to  shove  hia 
horse  off  the  path-war  into  the  road,  and 
one  man  was  seen  to  load  his  carbine,  and 
present  it  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
sheriff  was ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  several 
.  witnesses,  if  the  soldier  had  fired,  the  shot 
would  have  struck  him.— -He  had  thus 

§iven  a  brief  outline  of  the  transaction  as 
etailed  in  the  evidence.  Now,  during 
the  whole  time  of  these  occurrences,  the 
conduct  of  the  sheriff  was  most  cool  and 
peaceable.  This  was  borne  out  by  the 
evidence  of  all  the  witneisei.  That  of 
Mr.  Derbishire,  the  gentleman  who  re- 
ported the  case  for  the  "  Morning  Post,** 
was  quite  in  favour  of  the  sheriff.  It  was 
true,  that  in  a  part  of  his  evidence  he 
said  that  the  sheriff  at  one  time  used  some 
irritating  expression  towards  the  soldiers; 
but,  in  the  course  of  the  examination,  he 
aaid  he  would  not  be  positive  that  the 
sheriff  had  used  such  expression.  The 
sheriff  had,  as  was  his  duty,  endeavoured 
to  check  the  soldiers.  Mr.  Derbishire 
aaid,  that  the  conduct  of  some  of  them 
was  fair  and  manly:   he   auppoaed  be 


alluded  to  those  who  used  only  their  fists 
in  the  quarrel;  but  in  allusion  to  those 
who  had  swords,  he  stated  that  he  had 
never  seen  any  thing  so  violent  in  his  life. 
This  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
of  all  the  witnesses  who  were  examined. 
And  here  he  should  remaric,  that  the 
witnesses  examined  were  not  selected. 
There  was  not  one  of  them  who  was  in 
any  way  mixed  up  with  the  proceedings 
on  the  inquest  of  Honey.  They  were 
for  the  most  part  persons  who  had  been 
present  in  the  discharge  of  their  doty. 
Anaong  these  was  Mr.  Mortimer,  who 
was  along  with  Mr.  Waithman  the  whole 
day,  acting  as  his  under  sheriff.  His 
statement  was  most  clear  in  favour  of  the 
sheriff,  whose  conduct  he  described  as 
most  praiseworthy.  This  was  further 
confirmed  by  the  sheriff's  officers  who 
could  have  no  interest  in  saying  what  was 
not  the  fact.  Then  the  gentlemen  who 
attended  for  the  daily  press  could  not  be 
said  to  have  any  interest  in  making  the 
case  otherwise  than  it  really  appeared. 
In  the  evidence  of  those  gentlemen,  par- 
ticularly in  that  of  Mr.  Tvas  and  Mr. 
Woods,  the  case  was  strongly  made  out 
in  fiivour  of  the  sheriff's  conduct.— But  It 
would  perhaps  be  said,  that  the  sheriff  had 
no  business  there.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
would  contend  that  it  was  his  duty  to  be 
present.  What  would  have  been  said  if 
ne  had  not  attended  ?  They  would  have 
heard  comments  on  the  man,  who,  it 
would  have  been  added,  had  made  himself 
so  busy  on  the  inquest,  but  was  absent  on 
an  occasion  when  it  was  likely  that  a  dis- 
turbance would  take  place.  Indeed,  it 
was  made  a  subject  of  a  sort  of  reprimand 
in  the  letter  of  lord  Bathurst,  that  the 
sheriff  was  not  present  at  the  subsequent 
part  of  the  evening,  when  the  riot  act  was 
read.  It  had  ever  been  considered  the 
duty  of  the  sheriff  to  attend  on  those 
occssions  where  the  public  peace  was 
likely  to  be  disturbed.  He  recoUeeted, 
In  the  year  1810,  when  an  hon.  baronet 
was  committed  to  the  tower,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  then  filled  the  chair 
of  the  House  required  the  attendance  of 
the  sherifis  of  London,  and  he  ralderman 
Wood)  and  his  colleague  in  office  were 
in  attendance,  endeavouring  to  preserve 
the  peace,  firem  morning  until  a  late  hour 
at  night,  and  were  also  similarly  engaged 
on  the  return  of  the  hon.  baronet  firom 
confinement.  If  he  had  not  so  attended, 
he  would  have  (ailed  io  the  discharge  of 
bis  duty.    He  msintahaed  it  woidd  htfe 
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been  an  ominioD  of  hU  dmy,  if  the  sheriff 
bad  refrained  from  attending  on  the  late 
occasion.    But  what  was  the  conduct  of 

Syvemroent  after  this  transaction^  Lord 
athurstt  in  one  of  (lis  letters  to  sheriff 
AVaithman*  promised  that  an  inquury 
would  be  speedily  made  into  it.  Had 
that  promise  been  fulfilled  ?  No  inquiry 
bad  ever  since  been  made  by  government: 
at  least  none  had  transpired.  V^hat,  then, 
was  the  duty  of  the  corporation  ?  The 
common  council,  finding  that  a  wanton 
outran  had  been  committed  on  their 
officer,  and  that  no  inquiry  was  made  into 
it  by  ffovernmenty  instituted  an  inquiry 
themselves.  The  result  was,  that  the  con- 
duct of  thesheriff  appeared,  throughoutthe 
transaction,  most  praiseworthy,  whilst  that 
of  the  soldiers  was  proved  to  have  been 
most  violent.  They  had  acted  like  men 
who  were  under  no  control.  Under  all 
the  circumstances,  he  thought  there  was 
a  strong  ground  for  inquiry,  and,  tberefore» 
be  would  move  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred  to  a  committee,  it  was  evident 
that  the  government  had  neglected  its 
duty,  in  not  having  a  magistrate  present 
during  the  whole  of  the  aay.  The  hon« 
member  concluded  by  moving,  **  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire 
intothefacts stated  in  the  petition  from  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  com- 
plaining of  an  Outrage  committed  on  the 
person  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman,  on  the 
26th  of  August  last,  whilst  in  the  exercise 
of  his  official  duty  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Public  Peace.'' 

Sir  W,  Cuttu  rose  to  second  the  motion* 
He  also  was  anxious  that  the  petition 
should  be  considered  by  a  committee,  but 
for  reasons  different  from  those  urged  by 
his  boo.  colleague.  In  the  first  place,  he 
would  say,  that  the  sheriff  had  no  authority 
to  act  on  the  occasion  in  question,  and  it 
would  have  been  much  better  for  him  to 
have  remained  at  hoine.  [Hear.]  The 
office  of  sheriff  of  Middlesex,  was  vested 
in  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  chosen 
sherifi  of  London,  and  the  authority 
could  not  be  exercised  by  one  alone. 
Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  hioiself,  was  not 
therefore,  justified  in  acting  by  himself. 
He  was  anxious  that  a  committee  shoold 
investigate  this  question ;  but  it  was  be- 
cause he  wished  to  let  the  world  know  the 
real  character  of  this  great  common 
council,  who  were  always  meddling  with 
matters  with  which  they  had  nothing  to 
do,  and  which  were  far  above  their  wisdom 
and  energy.    [Hear.]    It  was  from  such 


a  principle,  that  fbey  had  engaaed  in  the 
recent  inquiry,  which  he  would  contend 
thev  had  no  right  to  enter  upon.  It  was 
said,  that  evidence  was  not  selected  by 
this  committee.  Now,  he  maintained  the 
contrary.  Not  only  was  evidence  selected, 
but  questions  were  put,  to  draw  sucli 
answers  as  the  party  putting  them  desired. 
Of  this  there  were  abundant  proofs  in  the 
evidence  annexed  to  their  report.  He 
trusted  that  if  a  committee  were  appointed, 
those  gentlemen  of  the  cemmoa  council 
might  receif  e  such  a  hint  as  to  their  con- 
duct as  they  deserved,. and  as  would  teach 
them  how  they  acted  so  again.  He 
begged  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one 
extract  which  he  should  read,  just  to  show 
the  kind  of  evidence  which  had  bcwn 
received,  and  bow  well  qualified  the  com- 
mon council  were  for  such  an  iaouiry.  A 
man  named  Thomas  Oliff  was  tbus  exa- 
mined biJ  this  commiuee^^"  Where  do 
you  liver  At  No.  90,  Fore-€treet.~What 
are  you?  I  superintend  the  business  for 
Mr.  Smith,  the  corn*chandlerd— -You  were 
at  Knightsbridge  at  the  time  the  affray 
happened  with  the  soldiers  and  the  popu- 
lace? No,  I  was  not  there.^Tben 
what  do  vou  know  about  it?  I  got  a  note 
to  attend  here.  All  that  I  know  was, 
that  I  was  in  company  witji  a  friend  of 
mine,  on  the  Mondi^  or  Tuesday  evening, 
and  he  said  that  he  bad  been  into  the  shop 
of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Crabb,  and 
heard  a  man  named  Properiohni  or  his 
man,  tell  Mr.  Crabb,  that  lie  heaid  a  cor- 
porsJ  of  the  life  guardsmen  say,  **  damn 
Alderman  Waithman,  we  are  prepared 
for  him,  and  hate  got  a  ball  ready  for 
him.'* — ^Let  the  committee  be  appointed, 
and  they  would  see  a  great  deal  mpre  of 
the  folly  of  this  great  common  council. 
But  though  for  that  purpose  he  seconded 
the  motion,  it  would  be  for  hon.  members 
to  consider  whether  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  consume  any  of  the  time  of  the 
House  in  exposing  auch  nonsense.  [Hear, 
and  a  biuflb.] 

Colonel  L^ftson  said,  that  he  had  wit- 
nessed the  transactions  of  the  26th  of 
Auffust,  and  had  attended  to  the  complaint 
made  in  the  petition.  He  would,  there- 
fore, in  the  few  words  he  had  to  offer, 
confine  himself  entirely  to  the  statements 
there  made.  Knowing  that  such  a  pro- 
cession was  to  pass  by  the  barracks  on 
that  day,  he  had,  on  dismissing  the  parade 
in  the  morning,  given  orders  that  the 
gates  should  be  closed,  and  that  the  men 
should  keep  within  tbe  barracks,  and  not 
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j0f0D  appeal  »t  tile  wiodowt*  TheseMlert 
atteoded  dime  tervioe  that  day  as  Uftual^ 
There  wat»  durkig  great  part  or  the  fV|re>^ 
noon,  a  large  oellectioii  of  persODs  m  the 
aeighbourhood  of  the  barracks^  waiting 
ibr  the  approach  of  the  funeraL  1ft  did 
paM|  but  Dothiag  partictilar  ocearred  ia 
UM  way  dowiK  A<  to  the  ttory  of  a  briek 
having  been  throwa  over  the  barraek-waU 
amongst  the  people,  he  had  made  the 
Biost  anxioua  inquirtee  on  tfie  Mhjeot^  ae 
well  amongst  the  troope  as  from  the  per- 
sona residing  opposite  the  ^e8>  and  the 
result  was  lus  arm  eomrictioo,  that  the 
statement  was  altogether  withont  founda- 
tion. He  also  assured  the  House,  that  he 
had  nevek*  received  any  message  from  the 
'ahenff  during  that  day;  and  to  those  who 
knew  him  it  would  not  be  necesaery  to 
add,  that  if  be  had,  he  wonM  not  hare 
sent  sueh  an  answer,  as  that  which  it  wet 
asiid  was  delirered  to  the  sheriff.  [Hear^ 
bear.]  Me  had  never  been  out  of  the 
barracks  ^  whole  ef  that  day;  he  dined 
there  on  Saturday,  the  3Stb,  and  did  net 
leave  them  UU  Monday,  the  27th.  In  tiie 
course  of  the  day,  a  great  number  of  weH" 
dressed  persons  were  walking  in  the 
aeighbonrhood  of  the  barracks^  as  was 
usual  en  Sundays ;  and  seme  time  after 
the  funeral  haa  passed,  he  ordered  the 
gates  to  be  opened  for  their  acoommoda^ 
tien  to  pass  through.  He  pledged  his 
honour,  that  his  cmly  object  in  ordering' 
the  opening  of  the  gates  was  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  people.  [Hear,  hear.] 
After  the  gates  were  thus  opened,  he  sent 
an  officer  to  take  his  station  in  the  road  to 
let  him  know  when  the  processien  return* 
ed,  that  he  might  agdn  order  the  gates  to 
be  closed)  and  the  men  to  be  recalled; 
This  was  about  hidf^-past  three.  Soon 
si^  four>  or  between  that  and  five  o'dock, 
an  attack  was  made  by  the  populace  with 
atones,  by  which  269  windows  were  bro* 
ken  in  the  barracks,  thoush  at  the  time 
there  vvas  a  Ikie  of  constsms  wedged  in 
front  of  them,  whose  duty  it  waato  arrest 
lEmy  person  who  should  cRSt«ri^  the  peace. 
At  six  e'cfock  the  cries  of  «*  murder*^ 
were  heard  by  the  soldiers  within  the 
gates,  and  it  was  said  by  some  one, 
**  they  are  killing  our  men.'**  It  was  soon 
ascertained,  that  the  people  were  beating 
fl  trumpeter  and  farrier  of  the  regiment, 
who  were  outside.  These  of  the  men 
arho  were  nearest  the  gate,  seized  what^ 
&fer  weapons  fim  presented  themselvei  to 
their  hands,  and  rushed  out  to  the  rqscue 
0f  their  comrades;  but,  8oftir>frommalt- 
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)ag  a  wanton  attack  on  the  peepfo,  he 
e*^d  deohura  that  he  never  saw  men  act 
with  greater  fok'bearahce,  eonsideving  the 
eireumstanees  hi  Which  they  were  placed* 
knmediately  after  tnki,  he  eame  to  the 
gate,  and  commanded  the  men  te  return 
to  their  barracks*  This  command  ihey 
iostaatly  obeyed,  and  it  would  not  be 
doing  them  |ustiee,  if  he  did  not  say,  t^at 
their  conduct  was  marked  by  die  moat 
implicil  obedience^  and  the  gi^atest  foiw 
bearancek  Afltei  the  return  of  the  men, 
t^  riot  and  disorder  continued  f>om  the 
people  without ;  and  at  length,  finding  no 
raterference  of  the  civil  power,  he  sent 
for  a  raagistrater  (sir  N.  Conant,)  by 
whom  the  riot  act  was  read  ;  soon  after 
i  which  the  peo|^  dispessed.  He  did  not 
knew  what  the  House  would  do  with  the 
motion :  for  his  own  part,  he  couM*  have 
no  objection  to  it,  being  ftiHy  satisfied 
that  the  more  the  matter  was  inquired 
into,  the  more  the  good  temper  and  for* 
bearance  of  the  troops  would  be  made 
evident     [Cheers.] 

The  House  was  about  to  divide,  whenj^ 
after  a  pause  of  some  seconds, 

Mr.  Hobhotue  rose.  He  stated,  tliat  after 
the  plain  and  sensible  address  which  had 
been  just  delivered  by  the  gallant  colonel, 
he  should  be  one  of  the  last  persons  in  the 
World,  who  would  attempt  to  remove  any 
part  of  the  impression  which  he  had  made, 
iif  he  were  not  imperatively  called  upon, 
'  by  some  things  which  had  been  said  by 
hnn  and  the  seconder  of  the  motion ;  but 
he  was  more  particularly  caHed  upon  to 
make  a  fow  remarks,  on  account  of  tiie 
transaction  having  taken  place  in  a  part 
of  the  precincts  of  the  city  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent.  He  would  be 
unworthy  of  the  place  lie  held,  iP  he  were 
not  ready  to  oner  to  the  House  such 
observations  as  the  merits  of  the  case  re* 
quired,  in  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  won^y  Alderman,  and  the  guHant 
Colonel.  It  did  appear  to  hhn,  that  on; 
no  occasion  did  the  Houae  shew  any 
reluctance,  or  feel  any  difllcultyi  in  enter- 
ing upon  inquiry^  when  ^e  demand  cam^ 
from  his  maiesty^s  ministers,  in  the  in- 
stance of  Manchester,  the  government, 
on  anonymous  evidence,  get  a  select  eotn* 
nrittee  appointed,  and  on  that  anonjrmons 
evidence,  enacted  laws  which  abridged 
the  liberties  of  the  subject.  On  repeated 
occasions,  when  the  public  fonctionariea 
demanded  inquiry  on  any  evidence  what* 
ever,  the  demand  had  never  been  resisted, 
and  surely  they  could  not*  as  merabera 
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•f  the  House  6f  Coimnene,  be  juitiied,  if 
hi  this  case,  wMcti  sa  materially  affeole^ 
the  rights  of  the  eountrji  and  when  so 
vespecUibie  m  -bochf  as  the  cttisene  oi 
London  oaoie  forward  as  complaiiiants, 
they  shoeld  refuse  to  institute  any  incmirj. 
He  had  heard  nolhio^  io  wfcat  had  fsiNeo 
f^om  the  gallant  cok»nel  or  the  worthy 
alderman  which  shewed  that  th*  hiirairy 
eughi  not  to  be  granted.  The  galkint 
colonel  bad  stated,  Chat  ^^  windows 
were  broken  in  the  barracks.  GoMider- 
ing  the  airaj  that  took  place,  such  an 
occurrence  was  by  no  means  inoprobable ; 
but,  was  it  therefore  Io  be  toleratedi  that 
because  those  windows  were  broken,  the 
sheriff,  who  had  exerted  himself  to  pre* 
serte  order,  should  be  Insulted  and  hia 
Kfe  put  in  danger?  Was  it,  therefore/  to 
be  tolerated,  that  almost  In  tbe  heart  of 
llie  metropoKsv  the  weapons  of  war  should 
be  raised  by  the-soMiery againtt thecki^ 
:sen9  of  Enghuid  ^  Some  misebief,  indeed^ 
BMght  be  expected  Oom  these  raland  for-* 
tresses  which^  in  defence  of  our  onoe  free 
eonstituiion,  were  now  placed  as  a  check 
apon  tbe  libertiee  of  the  eoamry.  Bui 
this  was  an  outrage  scarcely  t»  be  looked 
for,  cTen  from  such  a  caruse*  Was  it  an 
argument,  that  becaoee  windo^is  had  beetf 
broken,  no  inquiry  should  take  place  into» 
an  outrage  against  the  person  of  the 
sheriff,  fHio  was  entrusted  with  the  g^ar** 
dianshi|y  of  the  peace- of  the  county,  and 
waa  there  exercising  hie  aatbonty  like  onei 
worthy^  of  so  great  a  trust?  Nothing  had 
yet'  been  stated  that  fakified  tbe  material 
allegations  of  the  netition«  It  might  be 
said,  that  those  atlegationa  were  notow 
Oath*  That  was  trae;  buty  whose  fault 
was  It?  Government  had  not  thought 
proper  to  Institute  any  inquiry  into  the 
subject.  Why  had  net  lord  Bathurst, 
whov  when  he  acted  for  the  Borne  Seere« 
tary  of  State,  pledged  himself  that  an 
sarestlgalion  should  take  plaee>  redeemed 
that  pledge  ?  There  hml  be  en  no  reason 
whatever  a8slj|ned,  why  there  had  been 
no  inquiiYw  The-  evidbnce  that  had  been 
given  before  the  eomn»o»  eoiiaoii  wee  no 
such  laughing  matter  as  She  wertl^^der'* 
man  wl jbed  to  repnesent  It  to  be.  The 
worthy  alderman  had  endeavoored,  with 
all  that  good  humour  and  jocularity  which 
he  usually  displayed,  Uy  ridksale  that  evi'' 
dence,  and  the  mode  in  which  thewlt^ 
nesi^  had  been  examined*  It  was  not 
surprising^  that  persons  unaccustomed  to 
the  evaminatioA  of  ^ritaesses,  should  noS 
have  beenaware^  that  it  was  necessai^  tQ 


stop  n  wttfless^  as  aaaa  as  be  had  dechired 
that  he  waa  not  present  on  that  ooeasion 
respecting  which  he  waa  under  examina- 
tion«  So  far  wai  that  e^ndenoe  trnat 
exhibiting  any  thing  like  unfairness^  thai 
it  appearad  to  him  t»  show  tbe  utwost 
ftiimess,  nre  asteaspt  having  been  made  to 
suppress  any  pars  of  it,  however  ID  catbu-* 
lated,  to  make  a  good  appearance  upon 
paper*  It  was  certainly  true,  diat  tile 
genend  tendency  of  the  evidence  was,  to 
shew,  that  stones  had  been  tlMwwn  bv  the 
people  at  the  barracks ;  b«t  it  had  also 
been  as  dearly  shown,  that  stoilefr  had 
been  thrown  from  the  barracks  against 
the  people.  Thia  hod  been>  stated  most 
distinctly.  One  witness'  dedared,  that 
it  waa  impossible  for  him  tosa^,  whether 
stones  were  thrown  first  from  the  barraeka 
or  by  the  people,  for  he  saw  them  aa 
soon  from  the  one  as  from  the  otHei* 
quarter.  Another  wfitnesa  stated,  that  he 
saw  the  stmies  dying  hi  alldk^eetiens  fi^oai 
both  parties.  This  was  ther  evidence  of 
persona  whaN^  untnassedk  It  waa  not  the 
evidence  of  indlvidoala  connected  with 
newspapers^  who  might  be  supposed  to 
have  a  tendeac]^  towarda  popular  feelmge. 
It  was  tbe  evidenoe  of  several  persona 
rather  inollned  towards  the  oppoeile  sen- 
timents. Of  these  hidivkhiais^  one  of 
them,  the  reporter  f^r  «»tlip  Morning 
Post,"  used  an  eMpresslMv  with  respect 
to  the  soldiers  which  he  (Mp.  H.)  tev* 
tainly  would  not  ute  with  ree|ieoi  to  thetn 
because  ho  did  not  thmk  it  justifiable^ 
That  individutt  liad  declared,,  that  the 
tddiers  behaved  <^'in  a*oowardly  manner  ;** 
a  character  which,  ih  his  opinion,  couki 
never  belong  to  an  English  soldlen  Thft^ 
however,  he  would  say,  that  even  admiti* 
ting  for  argumentfs  sake^  ]that  there  had 
been  pvovocation  on  both  sidea,  the 
oountry  had  a- right  to  eapeet  asoreiemu 
per  and  ft»ti>earanoe  Irom  disciplined 
sokKets  than  fVom  the  people.  Sl^eo 
tiiough  tbe  peeplb  had  been*  so  misled  ae 
to  throw  sionea  and  break  the  barreelt 
windowe,  did  thai  josti^  thesokJUan  i« 
feroing  tbeir  way  from  the  barracks  wklt 
arms  iii'  their  nanda  and  attacking^  l^e 
people  [hear,  hear!^  It  was  worse  thafl 
foolish  and  idle  to  contend,  tbat  tbe  first) 
recomrse  of  tiie  soldier  roust  dways  be  to 
arms,  a  ftital  neoesslty  might  justify  such 
an  appeal;  but  it  waa  both  onle^  and 
oowardljs  not  to  say  uncoostitutMoial,  W 
hold  e  doctrine  under  whith  no  fltan*t  Ufy 
couhi  be  safe,  as  long  as  a  sthnding-  army 
was  allowed'  to  exisU    No  doubt  t£e  hem 
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colooel  did  his  utmott  to  prevent  the 
GODteety  and  so,  by  eTery  account,  did 
Mr.  Sheriff  Waithinan.  He  was  quite  as- 
tonished when  he  heard  the  worthy  alder- 
man ask,  what  business  the  sheriff  of 
London  and  Middlesex  had  to  be  there? 
He  was  not  deeply  read  in  law ;  but  it 
certainly  struck  him,  that  a  sheriff  of 
London  and  Middlesex  could  not  properl}* 
absent  himself  on  such  an  occasion,  be- 
cause he  could  not  prevail  on  his  brother 
sheriff  to  attend  with  him.  On  the  con- 
trary, when  one  sheriff  declined  to  do  his 
duty,  it  was  the  more  inoambent  on  the 
other  to  do  his.  It,  undoubtedly,  astonish* 
ed  him  to  hear  a  representative  of  the 
city  of  London  talk  as  the  worthy  alder- 
man had  done  of  the  sheriff  of  London 
and  Middlesex.  The  worthy  alderman 
ceruinly  knew-the  duties  of  a  sheriff 
better  than  he  did;  but  if  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  read  a  passage  from 
that  so  frequently  quoted  author,  Black- 
stone,  they  would  hear  a  very  different 
description  of  a  sheriff's  duties  and  dignity. 
The  passaffe  was  as  follows:— >«•  The 
sheriff,  as  the  keeper  of  the  king's  peace, 
both  by  common  law  and  special  com- 
mission, is  the  first  man  in  the  county, 
and  superior  in  rank  to  any  man  therein 
during  his  office;  he  may. apprehend  and 
commit  to  prison  all  persons  who  break 
the  peace,  or  attempt  to  break  it,  and  may 
bind  any  one  in  a  recognizance  to  keep 
the  king's  peace ;  he  may,  and  is  bound, 
ex-^fficiof  to  pursue  and  take  all  traitors, 
murderers,  lelons,  and  other  misdoers, 
and  commit  them  to  gaol  for  safe  custody ; 
he  is  also  to  defend  his  country  against 
any  of  the  king's  enemies  when  they  come 
into  the  land;  and  for  this  purpose,  as 
well  as  for  keeping  the  peace  and  pursuing 
felons,  he  may  command  all  the  people  of 
his  county  to  attend  him,  which  is  called 
the  poue  camitatuSf  or  power  of  the 
oounty ;  and  this  summons  every  person 
above  fifteen  years  old  and  under  the 
degree  of  a  peer,  is 'bound  to  attend  upon 
warning,  under  pain  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment.'' It  appeared  by  this  auoution, 
that  the  sheriff  was  bound  to  mainuin  the 
peace.  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  had  a  right 
not  only  to  command  the  soldiers  to  keep 
the  peace,  but  if  they  failed  in  domir  so 
to  follow  them  into  toe  barracks,  to  levy 
the  posse  comUaiuSf  and  follow  the  soldiers, 
taking  the  people  with  him,  and  to  secure 
every  soldier,  who,  in  violation  of  his 
orders,  continued  to  break  the  peace* 
He  defied  any  gentleman  to  contradict 


him  in  this  assertion.    It  was  true,  that 
one  of  the  evidences  examined  had  con- 
ceived that  the  original  breadi  of  the 
peace  did  not  commence  with  the  soldiery ; 
but,  let  it  begin  where  it  might,  the  law 
allows  the  sheriff  to  be  the  best  judge  of 
this  point,  and  to  act  instantly  upon  his 
own   discretion.     All  that  Mr.  Sheriff 
Waithman  did,  was  what  his  duty  forced 
him  to  do,  and  if  he  had  not  done  it,  he 
would  have  subjected  himself  to  the  cen- 
sure of  the  Crown,  and  that  House*    Ho 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  worthy  alderman 
treat  with  ridicule  the  common  council 
of  that  city  of  which  he  was  to  alderman 
and  a  representative.  The  common  coun- 
cil of  London  was  formerly  a  most  im- 
portant body ;  and  if  all  the  members  of 
It  resembled  Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  or 
tlie  worthy  alderman  who  had  made  the 
present  motion,  it  would  be  so  still.    Al 
the  time  of  the  revolution,  the  common 
council  pf  London  were  thoi]^ht  worthy 
to    represent   the   people  of   England* 
Abont  70,  or  he  believed  72,  of  them  sat 
in  that  House  as  part  of  the  body  which 
transferred  the  Crown  from  James  II.  and 
gave  it  to  a  more  worthy  sovereign.    The 
common  cooncil  of  London  had  formerly 
made  the  predecessors  of  the  noble  lord 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
shdm  in  tl^r  seats;   and  if  better  times 
should  arise,  he  trusted  the  common  coun- 
cil would  imitate  the  example  of  their 
predecessors  [a  laugh].    He  must  again 
say,  that  this  was  a  question  which  ought 
not  to  be  put  off  with  a  laugh.    It  was 
much  more  important  than  the  worthy 
alderman  seemed  to  think :  it  vitally  con- 
cerned the  constitution.    An  outrage,  or 
at  least  an  alleged  outrage,  had  been 
committed  by  the  military  on  the  first 
officer  of  the  county,  the  preserver  of  the 
king's  peace;  and  the  subject  was  treated 
by  the  worthy  alderman  as  if  if  did  net 
deserve  inquiry.    The  worthy  alderman 
did  not  treat  the  matter  with  a  hundredth 
part  the  attention  that  he  would  bestow 
on  a  sealed  green  bag  brought  down  by 
his  majesty's  ministers.    The  interest  of 
the  question  went  further  than  its  imme- 
diate relations.    They  had  daily  proofo  of 
the  wish  entertained  by  ministers  to  turn 
the  government  of  this  country  into  a 
military  government.    This  had  been  so 
often  ssid  and  so  often  taunted,  it  was 
such  a  thrice-told  tale,  that  be  was  almost 
ashamed  to  repeat  it ;  but  it  was  not  the 
less  true.    This  he  would  add,  that  if  the 
House  of  Commons  sufiered  such  an  out-. 
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nige  to  be  perpetrated  opon  their  eon- 
•lituents  without  enquiry,  they  would 
prepare  the  way  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  own  d^radation  and  ruin.  There 
waiiy  somehow  or  other,  a  strong  inclina« 
tton  in  that  House  to  receife  witn  respect 
erery  thing  that  proceeded  from  the 
pubhc  functionaries  or  the  military ;  but 
when  the  opinions  of  the  common  council 
of  London,  or  any  body  of  the  people 
were  mentioned,  they  were  received  with 
8  laugh.  He  recollected,  that  when  the 
subject  of  her  late  majesty's  funeral  was 
before  the  House  a  noble  lord,  a  member 
of  that  House,  and  an  officer  of  the 
xegiment  of  life  guards  (lord  Uxbridge), 
aaid,  that  he  knew  a  whole  set  of  persons 
who  were  ready  to  perjure  themselves 
on  the  subject,  the  instant  the  phrase 
fell  from  the  noble  lord's  lips  it  was 
met  with  a  loud  cheer.  Now,  did  hon. 
gentlemen  consider  what  they  cheered  ? 
Did  they  consider  that  they  cheered 
the  assertion,  that  a  number  of  their 
fellow  creatures  were  ready  to  commit 
the  infamous  crime  of  perjury  ?  If  true. 
It  was  a  subject  not  of  cheering  or  con« 
gratulation,  but  of  lamentation  and 
regret.  He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that 
the  noble  lord  believed  what  he  stated  to 
be  true;  but,  still,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  asking  him,  how  he  could  know 
that  those  persons  were  ready  to  perjure 
themsehresr  The  noble  lord  might  have 
heard  that  they  were  so,  but  how  could 
lie  know  it?  And  when  the  term  **  per- 
jury" was  used,  he  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  there  was  not  a  great  distinction 
to  be  made  between  malicious  perjurv 
and  that  description  of  perjury  which 
took  place  when  any  one  swore  to  that 
which  he  thought  was  a  fact,  but  which 
actuallv  was  not  so? — The  noble  lord 
aaid,  that  there  was  a  set  of  persons 
ready  to  swear  that  he  was  present  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to,  when  he  was  not  so. 
He  (Mr.  H.J  had  been  there  himself;  he 
had  seen  two  or  three  of  the  officers;  and 
although  he  was  so  near  as  to  be  able  to 
speak  to  them,  yet  the  simikiritv  of  dress, 
the  badness  of  the  weather,  and  the  state 
in  which  the  troops  were,  concurred  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  to  dbtioguish 
one  from  another.  It  was  almost  too 
much,  therefore,  for  the  noble  lord  to  say 
he  knew  a  set  of  men  who  were  ready  to 
perjure  themselves,  because  they  thou^t 
he  waipreaeDtwhenhewainot.  Perjury 
was  not  a  word  to  apply  to  such  an  act. 
The  noble  lord  had  shown  a  UtUe  more 


xeal  on  the  occasion  than  was  quite  pni^ 
dent ;  although  he  (Mr.  H.)  could  allow 
a  great  deal  for  the  etprit  du  corps.  If 
the  noble  lord,  however,  was  not  to  be 
blamed  for  that,  neither  ought  he 
(Mr.  H.)  to  be  blamed  for  his  earnestness 
in  behalf  of  the  people.  He  certainly 
thought  that  the  people  of  England  had  a 
right  to  know  whether  or  not,  as  barracks 
were  maintained  in  the  heart  of  the  me- 
tropolis, and  soldiers  kept  in  those  bar- 
racKs,  they  were  to  cut  the  throats  of  the 
people  [cries  of  hear,  hear  V]?  He  desired 
the  House  to  recollect  that  he  did  not  say 
this  had  been  done;  but  it  miffht  be 
done;  and  the  House  should  be  dive  to 
the  sHghtest  suspicion  on  such  a  question. 
It  was  necessary  that  the  people  should 
know  what  purpose  the  soldiers  were  kept 
for.  He  did  notsay  that  all  the  allega- 
tions respecting  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
were  true.  But  o^  tbb  he  was  certain, 
that  when  these  «*  fortresses  "  existed  in 
the  heart  of  the  poetropolis,  and  when  so 
many  persons  deposed  that  the  troops 
had  issued  from  one  of  these  fortresses 
with  arms  in  their  hands  and  attacked  the 
people,  he  thought  the  country  had  a 
right  to  know  if  tne  soldiers  were  hence-^ 
forward  to  be  einployed  or  tolerated  in 
such  wanton  attacks.  All  that  he  deman- 
ded was  inquiry.  In  the  answer  which  lord 
Bathurst  returned  to  Mr.  Sheriff  Waidi- 
nanV  letter,  he  appeared  to  consider 
himself  so  superior  to  his  correspondent, 
that  instead  of  regarding  the  sheriff  as  the 
first  man  in  the  county,  he  could  not  have 
treated  him  worse  mid  he  been  the  last 
and  lowest;  for  he  had  hinted,  and  that 
pretty  broadly,nhat  the  worth v  sheriff  had 
said  what  was  not  true.  But  he  had,  not* 
withstanding,  promised  an  inoolry.  All 
he  asked  ofthe  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  was* 
whether  any  such  inquiry  had  been  made  ? 
If  it  had»  why  not  communicate  the  re- 
sult ?  If  it.had  not  the  House  had  a  right 
to  draw  the  inference,  that  what  appeared 
to  be  the  fact  on  the  first  blush  of  the 
affiur  actually  was  so;  namely,  that  a 
gross  and  wanton  outrage  had  been  per- 
petrated on  the  preservar  of  the  king's 
peace.  A  pledge  had  been  given,  that 
the  matter  woiud  be  investigated.  He 
now  called  upon  the  right  boo.  secretary 
either  to  redeem  that  pledge,  or  to  state 
his  reasons  for  coming  to  a  contraiy  de- 
termination. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  that  fai  the  vote 
which  he  intended  to  give  that  night,  and  in 
the  view  which  he  intended  to  twe  of  the 
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auesttoDt  b%  ahould  be  g4iided  tol«1y  bf 
boee  geneial  princifHes,  wbkb  ought  to 
lie  considered  «s  valid  la  mil  argumenu 
for  ioAtkutii)^  inquiry.  He  should  com-» 
m^noft  bis  observations  fa^y  assuring  the 
worthy  alderman  opposite,  that  a  desire 
to  criminate  Mr*  Sheriff  Waitbroan  had 
never  entered  his  niind»  and  that  he  was 
not  urged  by  any  feelinga  of  ill  will  to 
that  indindual  to  give  a  negative  to  the 
proposition  for  inquiry.  He  roust  also 
assure  his  bon«  and  gsHant  friend,  (col* 
Lygon}t  that  he  fully  entered  into  his 
feenags,  and  comprehended  the  reasons 
why  he  was  anxious  to  have  an  inquiry 
instituted  into  the  conduct  of  the  regi- 
ment to  which  h^  heloi^d ;  but  at  5x9 
same  time  he  cot^ld  not  admit  that  those 
feelinga  would  JAistify  him  in  permitting 
an  inquiry  to  be  made.  $till  Jess,  could 
he.  admit  that  a  legitimate  ground  for 
inouiry  was  laid  by  his  hon.  friend,  the 
aloermaa  near  him,  who  bad  wished  it  to 
be  mad^  in  order  thai  the  common  ooun-^ 
ciJ  of  London  might  be  exposed  to  gene* 
ral  censure  and  ridicule.  The  ground 
upon  whi^h  he  should  form  his  decision 
would  i>e  this-*4)ad  ther^  been  any 
grounds  ataled  in  the  speech  of  thf  hon* 
mover,  or  contained  ia  ,the  documents 
then  in  the  possession  of  the  HousOy 
which  would  justify  it  in  departing  from 
its  ordinaiy  course*  and  instituting  an  ex- 
trajudicial inquiry*  That  there  were  al- 
legations of  outrage  in  the  letters  of  al* 
derman  Waithisan,  and  in  the  petition 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  corpo* 
ration  of  London,  he  was  ready  to  admit  { 
but  when  he  looked  at  the  evidence  upon 
whick  thes#  allegations  rested,  he  was 
bound  to  state  his  opinion,  that  it  by  no 
means  bore  them  out.  An  inquiry  had 
boen  instituted  by  earl  Batburst  into  the 
whole  transaction,  and  had  been  instituted 
on  oath.  He  should  not,  however,  refer 
to  the  depositions  which  had  been  so  col- 
lected; but,  arguing  solely  from  that 
evidence  which  the  common  oouncil  had 
collec|ed,  he  should  endeavour  to  trans* 
fyr  into  their  minds  the  conviction  which 
exiBted  in  his  own,  that  it  was  insufBcieot 
to  prove  the  acousations  which  had  been 
feanded  upon  it.  An  hon.  member  had 
said,  **  Give  us  ao  in<}niry  because  an  out* 
raga  has  been  comnutted.''  On  the  con* 
trary,  kt  said,  *'No  OMtrage  had  been 
committed,  and  therefore  he  could  no( 
consent  to  grant  inquiry."  The  worthy 
alderman  near  him  had  anticipated  one 
objoaioA  which  he  h^d  iI^«nd«d  to  raiif 


i^nst  the  evidence«dmitted  by  the  oomr 
mittee.  It  was  the  testimony  given  by 
Mr.  Oliff,  to  which  he  had  alluded.  After 
stating  that  he  had  not  been  at  Koights- 
bridgsb  he  added,  *<  All  that  I  know  w^ia, 
that  I  was  in  company  with  a  friend  of 
mine  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  evening,  and 
he  said  that  he  had  been  into  the  shop  of 
H  person  of  the  name  of  Crabb,  and  heard 
a  man  of  tJie  name  of  Proneriohn.  or  bin 
man,  teU  Mr.  Crabb  that  he  heard  a  cor^ 
poral  of  the  life  guardsmen  say,  <'  Damn 
alderman  Waitbman,  we  are  prepared  fof 
him,  and  have  got  a  ball  ready  far  him.*' 
The  n^xt  question  put  to  him  wa%  **  Do 
^ou  know  the  man  ?  Where  does  Proper*- 
John  live  ?*'  To  which  lie  made  answeiv 
**  At  Knightsbridge^^he  is  a  butcher.-' 
Now  he  willed  to  be  informed  why,  as 
the  residence  of  Properjohn  and  his  man 
was  known,  they  were  not  summoned  to 
give  their  evidence  upon  that  particular 
point.  They  could  have  stated  whether 
such  language  as  <<  Damn  alderman 
Waitbman,  we  have  got  a  ball  ready  for 
him,"  had  or  had  not  been  used;  and 
surely  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  con- 
ducted that  examination  to  have  called 
Properjohn,  or  Popplejobn^  or  whatever 
bis  uncouth  name  mightt  be,  to  give  evif- 
dence  before  them  regarding  such  atro- 
cious language.— The  House  would  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  general  character  of 
the  evidence  from  the  specimen  which  he 
had  juat  submitted  to  it.  H^  would  now 
pall  upon  them  to  consider  how  far  that 
general  evidence  supported  the  particuhir 
charges  founded  upon  it.  It  was  almost 
unnecessary  for  him  to  mention  to  the 
House,  that  on  the  day  of  the  Queen'a 
funeral  two  men  lost  their  U?es  at  Cum- 
berland-gate; that  tlieir  bodies  were  a& 
terwards  buried  at  Hammersmith,  and 
that  the  funeral  procession  passed  by 
Knigbtsbrid^e  barracks.  He  could  not 
help  regretting,  that  after  it  ws^  deter- 
mined to  select  Hammersmith  church  for 
the  place  of  burial  for  those  two  unfortuw 
nat£  individuals,  those  who .  possessed  in- 
fluence over  the  parties  intending  to  join 
the  procession  bad  not  exercised  it  in 
persuading  them  not  to  select  the  road 
sassing  the  barracks  of  the  soldiers  who 
had  caused  the  deaths  in  Question,  as  tbo 
road  by  which  they  would  proceed  to 
Hammersmith-i^a  parish  with  which  ne^ 
ther  of  the  deceased  had  any  cooneiuon 
whatsoever.  Now,  the  first  allegatiop  in 
Mr.  Waithman'a  lettor  was,.  V  ^>^  th^ 
funeral  fmned  the  bormoks  in  nn  ordor\y 
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and  <}uiet  manner,  marked  ,by  no  other 
peculiar  circumstance  than  that  of  a  brick 
being  thrown  from  the  barracks,  which 
fell  near  my  horse,  and  wounded,  as  I  am 
informed,  a  young  girl.'*  Now,  really,  be- 
fore Mr.  Waithman  had  giren  publicity 
to  the.  statement,  that  so  wanton  on  act 
had  been  committed,  he  ought  to  have 
ascertained  two  distinct  points;  first, 
that  a  brick  had  been  thrown  from  the 
barracks;  and  secondly,  that  it  had 
wounded  a  yomig  girl.  He  would  admit 
that  if  a  brickbat  had  been  thrown  from 
the  barracks  into  the  crowd,  as  the  fune- 
ral procession  was  passing,  it  would  have 
been,  if  not  a  justihcation,  at  least  a  pal- 
liation, of  the  insults  which  before  the 
dose  of  the  day  the  mob  took  occasion  to 
ofcr  to  the  soldiery.  On  looking,  however, 
to  the  evidence,  he  could  not  find  any 
proof  whatsoever  of  that  allegation.  In 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Mortimer,  which  it  had 
been  stated  could  not  be  shaken  in  any  of 
its  details,  he  found  the  following  state- 
ment :— ••  The  only  provocation  given  to 
tumults  on  the  passage  of  the  funeral  to 
Hammersmith,  was  occasioned  by  a  brick- 
bat being  thrown,  as  it  was  said,  from  the 
barracks  at  Knightsbridge,  by  the  indi- 
vidual who  produced  it  to  you,  and  who 
appeared  to  be  cut  by  the  same.*'  Now 
he  would  ask,  was  that  individual  the  girl 
who,  it  was  said;  was  wounded?  He 
found  not  the  slightest  proof  of  it  in  any 
part  of  the  evidence.  A  woman,  however, 
was  wounded  in  the  course  of  the  day ; 
but  under  what  circumstances  ?  Why, 
on  the  return  of  the  procession  from 
Hammersmith.  There  were  evident  at- 
tempts made  by  some  members  of  the 
committee  of  the  common  council  to 
prove  that  this  woman  was  the  girl  that 
was  said  to  be  wounded.  Mrs.  Brooks  is 
called  to  eive  evidence  regarding  this 
woman,  and  among  the  questions  asked 
her,  the  following  formed  a  part: — *^Is 
aha  a  married  woman  ?— She  is  a  widow. 
Was  she  a  small  sized  woman  ?— About 
the  size  that  1  am :  she  is  rather  slight." 
— »Now,  could  the  House  believe  it  ? — so 
ei^er  was  the  committee  to  prove  this 
woman  to  have  been  the  young  girl  men- 
tioned .  in  Mr.  Waithman's  ktter,  that 
though  the  witness  had  stated  that  the 
woman  was  a  widow,  they  asked,  '<  Is  she 
a  girl  ?'*  And  the  answer  they  received 
was,  "  Np ;  she  is  aa  old  as  I  am."  The 
unfortunate  woman  herself  was  afterwards 
called;  and  her  evidence  was  decisive 
that  she  was  not  the  person  alluded  to  in 
VOL.  VI. 


Mr.  Waithman*s  letter.  She  was  aiked^ 
**Were  you  at  the  barracks  before  the 
funeral  passed  by  ?  to  which  she  replied,. 
<<  I  was ;  I  went  hy  with  it."  She  waa 
then  asked  to  describe  bow  she  got  the 
blow  under  which  she  sufiered.  She  re* 
plied,  that  she  had  got  it  as  she  was  going 
towards  the  Park  gate.  Before  he  came 
to  the  next  question,  he  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  observe,  that  the  conflict  was 
going  on  at  that  time,  on  botb  sides  of 
her.  Now  the  next  question  was — <<It 
struck  you  behind  ?— Ye?.  Therefore  you 
could  not  see  where  it  came  from  ?— No. 
Which  way  was  your  face  ?— Coming  up 
towards  Oxford-street ;  they  did  say  thai 
that  came  over  the  barracx  wall,  but  I 
did  not  see  that  myself.  Did  you  hear 
the  people  ab«>ut  you  say  that  at  the 
time? — Yes.  Were  you  in  that  position 
that  it  might  come  from  the  barrack  wall  9 
—Yes,  it  might  come  firom  the  barrack- 
wall,  for  I  was  not  very  far  from  it  at  the 
time.  I  did  not  see  the  stone,  though  it 
must  have  been  a  large  one.''  Upon  thia 
evidence  lie  felt  himself  justified  in  stating, 
that  this  first  allegation  of  Mr.  Waithman 
was  not  proved.  The  next  specific  state* 
roent  in  Mr.  Waithman's  letter  was,  that 
a  soldier  had  loaded  a  carbine  and  direct? 
ed  it  at  him ;  but  that  a  constable  on 
seeing  the  circumstance  had  knocked  the 
carbine  down.  Now,  such  an  allegation 
was  an  allegatioa  of  great  importance; 
for  if  it  could  be  proved,  that  the  man 
had  directed  his  carbine  against  Mr. 
Waithman,  and  had  it  knocked  down 
whilst  it  was  so  directed,  the  moral  guilt 
of  that  man's  conduct  was  not  much  lesa 
than  it  would  have  been  had  he  actually 
fired  at  Mr.  Waithman.  But,  after  rea^ 
ing  every  part  of  the  evidence  with  great 
attention,  lie  could  not  help  concluding 
that,  whether  the  man  in  question  acted 
with  propriety  or  not,  he  had  not  hia 
carbine  in  the  direction  which  Mr.  Waitb- 
man  stated.  He  should  think  that  the 
evidence  of  the  constable  who  had  knock- 
ed down  the  carbine  waa  the  best  thai 
could  be  oftred  upon  such  a  point ;  and 
here  be  must  say  that  that  officer,  who 
apoke  decidedly  upon  the  conciliatory 
conduct  of  Mr.  Waithman,  during  the 
whole  day,  could  not  be  ccmsidered  to 
have  given  his  evidence  with  any  biaa 
against  that  gentleman.  Now  what  did 
I^vi  say-*-''  I  perceived  a  man  standing 
on  the  bank  with  a  carbine  in  his  hand  s 
when  first!  came  to  him,  he  held  it  in 
this  manner  (describing  it);  and  just  a» 
3  G 
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I  cot  up,  he  was  levelling  k  in  this  nmnner 
(aeseribingit).  I  had  a  staff  in  one  hand» 
and  a  stick  in  the  other.  I  ran  up  to  him 
right  at  the  muzzle  of  the  piece ;  I  struck 
him,  and  hit  him  over  the  hand,  and  down 
th^  piece  went,  and  I  catcbed  hold  of  it. 
I  then  laid  hold  of  him,  and  said,  *  Yon 
trykiin,  has  there  not  been  bloodshed  suffi- 
cient, withcrat  your  spilling  more  ?'  and  I 
had  the  piece  I  think  in  my  left  hand, 
and  he  had  hold  of  the  butt  of  it ;  he  said 
my  Kib  i^  in  danger — and  I  said,  go  in» 
and  I  will  protect  you;  and  I  believe 
I  did  go  with  htm  into  the  barracks.''  He 
wtts  then  asked  the  following  questions, 
CO  which  he  called  the  particular  attention 
of  the  House — **  What  was  your  idea  of 
his  pointing,  was  it  that  he  was  singling 
out  Hie  sheriff?— I  canmn  say  that.  I 
was  so  irritated  with  seeing  him  with  the 
jpiece,  and  the  people  squalling  on  the  op* 
poslte  side ;  but  he  had  it  in  different  di- 
rections— <<Was  it  in  that  position  that 
it  appeared  to  be  presented  at  sheriff 
Waithman  i**  If  I  were  upon  my  oath,  1 
couki  not  state  that.  A  short  time  after- 
wards, the  same  witness  was  asked,  *«  Did 
yon  imagine  at  the  time  you  saw  the  sol- 
dier that  he  was  looking  at  or  for  any  one 
in  order  to  shoot  him?" — to  which  his 
reply  was  as  follows :  •«  My  impression 
was,  that  he  might  have  picked  out  any 
person  that  he  pleased,  because  he  stood 
In  that  elevated  situation ;  if  I  wanted  to 
ahoot  a  person  directly  opposite  to  me,  I 
should  not  elevate  my  piece,  but  this  was 
held  up  in  this  manner  (describing  it.)" 
The  evidence  which  he  had  just  read  to 
House  was,  he  trusted,  quite  sufficient  to 
shew  that  these  allegations  were  not  such 
as  could  be  safely  relied  on.  There  was 
only  another  specific  statement  in  Mr. 
Waithman's  letter  that  was  of  any  import 
tance,  and  he  would  give  it  to  the  House 
in  Mr.  Waithman's  own  words—"  I  could 
not  obtain  an  interview  with  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiment ;  and  when  I  desi- 
red some  of  the  constables  to  represent  to 
the  officers  in  the  most  respectful  terms 
my  desire  that  the  soldiers  should  be  kept 
Within  the  barracks,  the  message  returned 
was,  that  the  sheriff  might  be  damned— 
they  would  not  make  their  men  prhioners 
for  him."  Now,  if  such  a  message  had 
been  returned,  he  would  admit  that  it 
would  have  been  a  most  shameful  answer  ; 
but  his  gallant  friend  the  member  for 
Worcestershire,  had  declared  that  he  had 
not  returned  any  such  message,  and  had  to- 
tally denied  the  use  of  any  such  language. 


Now,  he  could  not  help  remarking,  that  it 
did  not  appear  from  this  evidence  that  Mr« 
Wiaithman  had  sent  any  message  at  all 
into  the  barracks.  Levi,  tne  officer  who  had 
delivered  it,  had  stated  that  <<  be  carried  it 
of  his  own  accord^hat  he  saw  dang^^ 
and  that  he  had  therefore  said  it."  He 
was  then  asked,  *^  What  did  you  conskier 
gave  you  authority  to  go  to  the  barracks 
and  see  the  officer,  and  give  Mr.  Alderman 
Waithman's  request?*'  And  again  he  re- 
plied, **  because  I  saw  danger  would  occur 
from  what  was  going  on."  Now,  though 
this  testimony  proved  that  this  request 
was  made  to  some  officers  in  the  barracks, 
it  did  not  prove  Mr.  Waithman's  allega- 
tion, that  it  had  been  made  by  his  specifie 
order.— He  had  now  disposed  of  all  the 
specific  allegations,  and  had  shown,  be 
trusted,  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie  House, 
that  they  were  not  borne  out  by  the  evi- 
dence on  which  they  were  founded. 
Against  general  and  sweeping  charges,  he 
could  not  expect  to  make  so  decisively 
victorious  a  defence.  For  instance,  he 
could  only  give  a  general  denial  to  such 
an  accusation  as  this— that  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  had  been  left  to  defend  the 
people  against  the  merciless  outrages  of  an 
infuriated  and  armed  soldiery,  unaided  by 
any  means  save  the  constitutional  ones  in 
his  own  power.  It  was  likewise  stated,  that 
**  the  gates  had  been  unexpectedly  thrown 
open,  and  that  the  soldiers  had  rushed  out 
armed  with  swords,  carbines,  and  sticks, 
and  attacked  the  people  most  furiously 
without  dicftinction  of  age  or  sex.**  That 
would  have  been  a  most  atrocious  fact  if 
it  had  been  true ;  but  he  would  appeal  to 
the  House  whether  such  a  circumstance 
could  have  taken  place  without  more  mis- 
chief having  accrued  to  the  people  than 
actuallv  did  accrue ;  or  indeed  without  a 
general  massacre  having  been  committed. 
Against  that  allegation,  however,  he  should 
oppose  the  fact,  that  only  one  single  case 
of  casualty  on  that  day  had  been  reported 
to  the  Middlesex  Ho8]jital— a  fact,  into 
the  accuracy  of  which  he  had  himself  taken 
the  trouble  to  inquire.  In  the  whole  evFi 
dence  CDUecte(),  he  saw  not  a  syllable 
about  any  wound  inflicted  hj  sword  or 
carbine.  In  one  case,  a  question  was  put 
to  a  witness  about  a  wounded  man,  and  it 
turned  out  that  the  wounded  man  was  a 
soldier.  There  might  be  cases  or  wound! 
with  which  he  and  the  public  were  unac- 
auainted ;  but,  if  there  were,  it  proved 
that  none  of  them  could  have  been  very 
serious.    He  must  now,  therefore!  express 
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ftioM  ^t  no  case  bad  been  made  out 
wbiali  could  warrant  the  House  in  inetitu- 
tin^  an  inquiry.  If  the  evidence  were  so 
aatisfactorj  as  was  stated  on  the  other  side, 
tiiere  was  no  reason  why  some  criminal 
prosecution  or  indictment  should  not  have 
been  instituted  by  the  sheriflT  against  the 
military ;  and  yet  he  had  not  heard  that 
any  legal  measures  had  been  adopted  by 
Mr.  Watthman  against  the  life  guards  to 
obtain  satisfaction.  When  he  heard  it  sta- 
ted, that  positive  orders  had  been  given  to 
tbe  soldiery  not  te  quit  their  barracks — 
when  he  learned  that  282  of  their  windows 
liad  been  broken  by  the  populace — and 
when  he  was  also  told»  that  a  number  of 
constables  were  ranged  among  the  crowd 
to  seize  on  every  person  that  attempted 
to  disturb  the  peace,  he  could  not  conceal 
his  surprise  that  not  a  single  individual 
had  been  apprehended.  He  was  firee  to  ad- 
mit, that  die  evidence  then  before  the 
House  went  a  long  way  to  prove  that  the 
general  conduct  of  Mr.  AA'aitbman  had 
been  most  pacific  and  conciliatory ;  but 
still  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  after 
the  active  part  which  Mr.  Waithman  had 
taken  at  one  of  the  inquests,  he  ought  to 
have  formed  this  conclusion,  that  his  pre- 
sence before  Knightsbridge-barracks  on 
the  day  of  the  funeral  could  not  tend  in 
any  great  degree  to  the  keeping  of  the 
peace.  There  were,  he  was  very  ready  to 
adaait,  strong  expressions  often  uttered  in 
the  beat  of  particulac  moments,  on  which 
it  woidd  be  wrong  to  lay  too  much  stress ; 
but  he  must  say,  that  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman 
did  not  stand  entirely  acquitted,  in  his 
mind,  of  imprudence  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  conducted  himself  on  the 
day  of  tbe  funeral.  He  found  that  the 
alierilFtook  an  opportunity,  when  the  popu- 
lace were  vehement,  and  apparently  ill- 
disposed  to  moderation,  to  address  them 
in  words  certainly,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
imprudent.  What  other  character  could 
he  give  the  sheriff's  address,  not  to  hiss 
the  soldiers,  **  fbr  the  best  way  to  annoy 
the  troops  was  to  remain  quiet?"  Did 
mch  expressions  become  a  man  mtrusted 
with  the  high  office  of  sheriff^  and  acting 
under  such  circumstanoes  ?  Tliey  were 
aurely  very  indiscreet,  if  not  highly  ion- 
proper.  When  he  considered  the  whole 
of  tne  circumstances  which  had  occurred 
at  the  time— the  cry  within  the  barracka 
among  the  soldiers,  that  two  of  their  com- 
radetf  were  overpowered  by  the  mob  with- 
out—he was  not  much  surprised  to  find 
tiiat^  a  few  soldiers  rushed  out  to  rescue 


their  companions  from  a  situation  of  dan* 
ger.  He  regretted  that  any  act  of  violence 
had  been  committed:  but  he  repeated, 
that  he  could  not  feel  surprise  at  tne  rush 
out  of  a  party  of  soldiers,  with  whatever 
weapons  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon 
at  the  moment,  and  that  when  they  suppo* 
sed  their  comrades  in  danger,  they  did  not 
show  that  regard  to  the  peaee  of  the  pub* 
He  which  they  otherwise  would  have  evin« 
ced.  When  also  he  considered,  that  one 
of  tlie  life-guardsmen  was  struck  by  Mr. 
Sheriff*  Waithman,  and  offered  no  violence 
in  return,  he  must  own  that  the  consciei»* 
tious  conviction  of  his  mind,  formed  npt 
on  the  evidence  taken  before  the  secretary 
of  tf  tate,  but  on  that  given  elsewhere,  was^ 
that  the  soldiers  had  behaved  with  as  ntteh 
forbearance  as  could  have  been  expected 
from  them  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  that  there  existed  bo  shadow 
of  a  ground  for  the  proposed  inquhry. 

Mr.  Denman  contrasted  the  conciliatory 
tone  adopted  by  the  right  hon.  secretary 
with  that  of  a  worthy  alderman  who  had 
spoken  previously  in  the  debate.  Asto^ 
nished,  mdeed,  he  was  at  the  conduct  of 
the  worthy  alderman,  who  had  attacked^ 
in  the  most  unprecedented  way,  the  cor^ 
porate  body  to  which  he  himself  belonged. 
Surely  if  the  worthy  alderman  did  notap^ 
prove  of  the  course  which  the  committee 
of  his  corporation  were  pursuing  in  this 
investigation,  he  ought  to  have  attended 
and  interposed  during  their  prooeedioflA 
But  that  he,  a  member  of  their  body^ 
should  have  abstained  from  interfering 
when  he  could  have  interfered  with  on 
feet,  and  afterwards  come  down  to  that 
House  to  deride  the  proceedings  of  his 
own  corporation,  to  throw  dirt,  as  it  were 
upon  the  report  of  those  who  sent  bin 
here ;  was  a  good  reason  why  his  consti«» 
tuents  should  not  give  him  another  op« 
portunity  to  impeach  their  character,  and 
was  to  merit  something  like  indignation 
for  such  a  line  of  conduct.  With  refer- 
ence to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  secretary,  he  could  not  help  observ- 
ing, as  a  singular  fact,  that  although  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  professed  to  found 
his  observations  upon  the  evidence  taken 
in  London,  he  nevertheless  coosUntly 
referred  to  other  evidence  which  ap- 
peared to  have  been  taken  before  lord 
Bathurst ;  and  alluded  to  the  rushing  out 
of  a  few  soldiers  from  their  barracks,  in 
consequence  of  a  rumour  of  a  supposed 
outrage  upon  some  of  their  body  outflide^ 
Was  tbat  faot  to  be  fotmd  in  tbe  evidence 
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on  the  table  ?  Certainly  not.  It  retted  aU 
together  on  the  authority  of  the  gallant 
officer  opposite  (colonel  Lygon.)     From 
this  it  was  obvious  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  formed  hie  opinions  upon 
other  evidence  than  that  known   to  the 
House :  but  how  much  of  his  conviction 
was   formed  from  that  extraneous  evi- 
dence, or  how  much  from  the  statement 
of  the  gallant  officer,  it  was  quite  impossi- 
ble to  ascertain.    From  the  statement  of 
the  gallant  officer^  nobody  would  be  led 
to  imagine  that  Mr.    Sheriff  Waithman 
was  on  the  spot  at  all.    He  said,  that  he 
received  no  message  from  the  sheriff,  nor 
aent  any  uncivil  reply.    That  he  sent  no 
^uch  message  he  was  quite  convinced ;  but 
whether  any  such  message  was  returned 
from  any  other  quarter,  they  were  led  en- 
tirely ID  the  darlc.  In  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  officer,  a  Period  of  several 
hours  was  filled  up  by  a  lew  data,  expla- 
natof  y  of  his  desire  to  keep  order  among 
his  soldiers*  and  of  the  remarkable  for- 
bearance of  the  men.    He  must  say,  from 
what  he  had  heard  that  night,  that  he 
never  knew,  in  the  course  of  his  expe- 
rience, any  evidence  treated  more  unfairly 
than  this  had  been  by  the  sentleroen  who 
had  apoken  opposite.      Nobody  pressed 
the  statements  of  the  witnesses  as  legally 
conclusive  evidence  ripe  for  final  decision : 
it  was,  on  the  contrary,  before  them  more 
In  the  nature  of  the  minutes  of  inquiry 
taken  before  a  magistrate  than  as  clearly 
ascertained  facts.     It  was  a  mere  inquiry 
io  see  what  was  the  general  outline  of  the 
•case,  te  hear  what  had  been  dropped  in 
the  way  of  information  by  individuals, 
without   forming   any  ultimate  decision 
upon  the  bearings  of  the  evidence  itself: 
for  he  admitted,  that  parts  of  it  were  sus- 
ceptible of  the  interpretation  which  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  seemed  disposed  to  put 
4apon  it,  and  that  very  circumstance  show- 
ed the  fairness  with  which  the  evidence 
bad  been  sought  for  and  collected.   What 
did  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  prove  ? 
^-that  they  wanted  information,  and  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  it  through  all  the  re- 
quisite channels ;  and  that,  after  conduct^ 
ing  the  inquiry  as  well  as  they  were  able, 
they  laid  the  details  before  the  House,  not 
to  prove  a  case  of  delinquency  against 
the  soldiers,  but  to  lay  the  ground  for  an 
ulterior  and  more  solemn  inquiry.    All 
they  had  dune  was,  to  show  a  prima  Jacie 
case,  thot  the  military  .power  had  attempt- 
ed to  act  in  opposition  to  the  civil  power; 
that  the  latter  had  been  ill  treated  by  the 


mih'tary,  and  prevented  from  doing  ita 
duty  on  a  particular  occasion.  The  wor- 
thy alderman  opposite  had  laid  down  for 
them  a  piece  or  law,  whidi  would  be  ex- 
tremely convenient  for  future  rioters,  for 
he  had  told  them,  that  as  the  two  sberifi 
of  London  only  constituted  one  for  Mid- 
dlesex, neither  could  act  alone  as  sheri£P 
out  of  the  precincts  of  London.  See  the 
consequence  of  such  a  doctrine,  and  How 
successfully  it  might  be  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  rioters !  Suppose  (as  indeed  was 
the  case  here)  that  a  riot  occurred  while 
one  of  the  sherifi  was  at  Brighton,  or  that 
one  of  them  was  at  a  turtle  reast,  or  con- 
fined to  his  bed  by  indisposition,  what 
then  was  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  a 
riot  ?  Was  the  other  sheriff  to  repair  to 
the  spot?  No;  according  to  the  hon. 
alderman's  law,  there  would  be  no  use  in 
his  going,  he  being  but  half  a  8heri£  But 
it  was  idle  to  dwdl  on  that  proposition ; 
indeed,  it  had  been  properiy  answered  by 
the  right  hon.  secretary,  who  admitted  the 
proper  motive  which  had  dictated  the 
attendance  of  the  worthy  ^riff  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to.  The  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  to  lord  Ba- 
thurst,  on  the  morning  after  the  occur- 
rence loudly  trailed  for  inquiry.  In  the 
letter  transmitting  that  statement,  Mr. 
Sheriff  Waithman  drew  a  general  picture 
of  what  had  happened ;  he  stated  the  facta 
according  to  hit  own  observation  of  their 
occurrence ;  he  sought  inquiry,  he  offered 
his  assistance  in  that  inquiry ;  he  request- 
ed to  be  present  at  such  investigation  aa 
lord  Bathurst  should  institute.  His  assist- 
ance or  attendance  was  never,  however,  re- 
quired, and  the  answer  he  received  from  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  was  certainly  not 
yrerj  encouraging.  The  allegations  of  the 
worthy  sheriff  were,  as  far  as  the  House 
knew,  perfectly  uncontradicted.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  commented 
upon  the  statement  of  the  worthy  sheriff, 
respecting  the  throwing  of  a  brickbat. 
But  after  all,  to  what  did  that  amount  ? 
The  eicpresstons  of  the  worthy  sheriff 
were,  **  A  brickbat  was  thrown  from  the 
barracks,  it  fell  near  my  horse,  and  struck 
as  I  was  informed,  a  young  girl.''  Now, 
in  this  statement  there  were  three  points, 
two  ^f  which  must  be  best  known  to  the 
worthy  slieriff  himself,  namely,  the  direc* 
tion  from  which  he  saw  the  brickbat 
thrown,  and  its  falling  near  his  horse;  as 
to  its  having  struck  a  young  girl,  that,,  he 
says,  he  was  only  informed  of.  .  Tiie  last 
part  might  be  erroaeouat  and  the  two 
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former  be  slill  untooched.     But  it  wm 
Mud  that  the  person  struck  was  not  a 
duld,  but  a  widow  woman,  Mrs.  Dalton ; 
and  Uiat  she  was  struck,  not  while  going 
with  the  funeral,  but  on  her  return.    Now 
he  could  not  find  this  in  the  evidence :  her 
statement  was  this  :«•<<  Were  you  at  the 
barracks  before  the  funeral  went  by  ?   I 
was,  I  went  by  with  it.— Did  any  thing 
happen  at  that  time?  Not  as  the  funeral 
was  going  on ;   nothing  that  I  could  ob- 
serve ;  but  a  soldier  shook  his  fist  up  at  a 
window,  and  one  of  the  men  halloed  out 
some  outrageous  word,  such    as  *  You 
*  coward,  stay  there/  or  something  of  that 
kind.     There  was  a  gentleman  that  re- 
quested silence  on  horseback.    I  was  a 
good  way  from  the  gentleman  at  the  time. 
—You  received  a  blow?    Yes,  I  did.    I 
was  cut  between  the  two  shoulders.''— 
There  was  not  a  word  here  about  the 
time  when  this  happened.    The  fact  of 
her  stating  that  she  went  b^  the  barracks 
at.the  time  of  the  funeral  did  not  necessa- 
rily imply  that  she  had  afterwards  gone 
on  the  whole  way  with  it,  and  *  then  en- 
countered the  injury,   long  afterwards, 
when  she  returned.      She  might   have 
turned  round  immediately  on  coming  op- 
posite the  barracks.    Mr.  Sheriff  Waith- 
man  said,  at  the  time,  he  heard  that  the 
brickbat  bad  struck  a  girl.    Well,  what 
was  the  fact  ?    It  struck  a  woman.    Mrs. 
Dalton  stated  that  fact,  and  jret,  because 
^e  was  a  widow  woman,  rastead  of  a 
young  ^rl,  although  it  was  admitted  that 
the  mihtary  power  had  obstructed    the 
civil,  upon  such  a  contradiction  as  that, 
there  was,  it  seemed,  to  be  no  inquiry  into 
80  fii^rant  an  occurrence.    He  must  con- 
tend  that  the  worthy  sheriff's  statement, 
instead  of  being  contradicted,  was  in  all 
its   material   parts,     confirmed    by    the 
other    evidence. — Besides   Mrs.  Dalton, 
there  was  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Charles 
Coote,    which    he   would    read  to   the 
House.— ^*  Did  you  see  a  brick  thrown 
in  amongst  the  multitude  on  that  day?   I 
saw  a  brick  thrown  from  behind  the  bar- 
rack wall  on  that  day. —About  what  time  ? 
About  half  past  2  odock,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  guess. — Was  the  procession    going 
by^  Just  the  head  of  the  procession;  it 
went  in  amongst  some  females  close  against 
the  lanp*post,  on  the  causeway ;  the  brick 
was  ptoked  up,  and  Mt.  Sheriff  Waithman 
appeared  to  be. coming  away,  and  it  was 
shown  to  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  and  the 
people. — ^Did  you  see  it  shown  ?    I  saw 
Che  people  have  it  ia  their  hands ;  th^y 


showed  it  to  him.— Did  it  hurt  any  body  ? 
I  cannot  say  whether  it  hurt  any  body  by 
falling,  there  was  such  a  quantity  of  peo- 
ple by  at  the  time ;   but  I  heard  after- 
wards that  it  did  hurt  a  person.''- After 
reading  this  evidence  how  could  the  right 
hon.  secretary  declare  there  had  been 
no  case  made  out  to  justify  this  motion  ? 
It  was,  he  thought,  iu'possible  to  look  at 
the  evidence  without  seeing  that  a  mate- 
rial case  was  made  out  to  call  for  inquiry. 
In  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  contrary, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  overlooked 
the  most  important  parts  of  the  evidence : 
he  had,  indeed,  admitted  that  the  worthy 
sheriff's  conduct  appeared  to  have  been 
most  conciliatory ;  he  had  admitted  that 
he  could  have  had  no  other  object  in  at- 
tending than  to  preserve  the  public  peace. 
With  regard  to  the  general  character  of 
the  evidence,  (he  Mr.  D.)  would  declare, 
that  the  testimony  of  the  constables  was 
in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  them ; 
they  all  spoke  and  (such  was  the  charac- 
ter  of  the  evidence  generally)  with  that 
circumspection  whichbecame  men  anxious 
to  speak  the  truth.     He  must  complain 
of  the  selection  of  page  38  as  character- 
istic of  the  whole  evidence :  it  was  not  a 
fair  sample  of  the  witness's  statement; 
and  to  quote  it,  as  it  had  been  quoted, 
was  merely  to  take  one  part  of  what  had 
been  depc»ed,  when  it  could  be  oaade  to 
suit  a  particular  object,  and  overlook  the 
general  character  and  substance  of  the 
examination.«-In  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  of  the  worthy  sheriff's  conduct 
before  the  coroner,  he  could  not  see  how 
it  applied  to  the  present  case.    At  the  fu- 
neral Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  was  acting, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  conser- 
vator of  the  public  peace,  and  was  entitled 
to  the  support  of  the  law  while  so  acting. 
That  he  had  great  influence  with  the 
people,  on  this  particular  occasion,  was 
quite  clear;  and  it  was  eaually  manifest 
that  he  had  exercised  it  in  tne  most  lauda^ 
ble  manner,  and  with  the  most  salutary 
efiect.     It  was  said,  that  though  much 
tumult  prevailed,  the  sheriff  had  taken  no 
rioter  into  custody.  Was  it  easy,  in  such  a 
multitude,  and  in  the  confusion  prevailing 
at  the  time,  to  have  marked  out  any  parti- 
cular individual  ?    And,  unless  he  could 
havebeen  so  marked  out,  where  was  the  use 
of  making  the  arrest  ?  Then,  it  was  added, 
**  but  there  has  been  no  prosecution  of 
any  of  the  soldiery;  why  not  have  com- 
menced  proceedings    against   some    of 
them,  if  their  conduct  was  such  as  had 
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bMH  described  ?"  Upon  that  allidM^  hd 
should  onlj  «ay,  thal>  al^er  what  they  saw 
of  the  treatment  of  witnesses  before  the 
coroner,  who  went  to  the  barnacke  totdeo- 
tify  iJie  soldiers,  it  would  have  been  difficolb 
indeed  to  haTe  induced  iodtriduals  to  have 
exposed  thensdves  to  such  treatment.  It 
was  no  ^eat  impeachment  of  the  validity 
of  the  evidence*  that  persons  were  not 
pressing  forward  to  undertake  the  identity 
of  the  soldiers.  But  why  did  not  lord 
Bathurst  undertake  such  a  prosecution  ? 
Why  did  he  not  order  the  prosecution  of 
the  rioters  who  were  represented  as  hav- 
ing broken  open  the  barrack-gstes  ?  One 
individual  only  had  been  brought  to  trial 
ai  the  sessions,  and  he  was  acquitted.  It 
i4iQuld,  however,  be  recollected,  that  the 
period  to  which  the  case  of  the  latter  re- 
ferred was  Sttbseouent  to  the  attack  upon 
the  sherifl^  who  had  left  the  spot  before 
the  hour  when  the  last  act  of  violence  was 
said  to  have  been  committed.  What 
really  was  the  oaae  which  the  House  was 
callbd  upon  to  consider?  Here  was  a 
sheriff  gouM^  on  a  public  occasion  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  p^Mte,  as  he 
was  bound  to  do  by  1^,  and  in  the  heat 
of  the  moment,  and  while  employed  in 
the  disdiarge  of  his  duty,  by  his  modera- 
tion and  firmnen,  restraining  soldiers  and 
oficers  from  domg  that,  in  the  ibmient  of 
supposed  provocation,  which  when  done, 
under  whatever  citcumstances,  mittt  af- 
terwards eive  the  greatest  pain  to  roeo  of 
honourable  and  ffallant  minds.  For  acting 
so,  the  worthy  sheriff  has  been  exposed  to 
wMotOQ  attack,  and  denied  inquiry.  What 
a  singular  contrast  did  the  conduct  of  his 
nu|esty*8  ministers  present  on  recent  oc- 
casions affecting  the  safety  of  the  people  ? 
Here  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Waithroan,  and 
the  uncourteoos  disregard  of  his  com- 
plaint by  lord  Bathurst.  There  was  the 
treatment  of  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
sir  Robert  Wilson,  who  had,  on  the  day 
of  her  majesty's  funeral,  by  his  humanity 
and  presence  of  mind,  saved  a  great  deal 
of  wanton  bloodshed.  There  waa  the  dis* 
missal  of  sir  Robert  Bakery  for  most  jodi- 
ciously,  most  humanely,  and  most  law- 
folly,  as  a  magistrate  acting  upon  his  res- 
I»onsibility,  not  heading  a  public  proces- 
sion as  an  undertaker,  but  attending  in 
his  official  capacity  to  see  that  the  public 
peace  was  duly  preserved,  sir  Robert 
baker  on  that  occasion  saved  the  lives  of 
the  king's  subjects,  by  taking  the  route 
which  he  ordered  on  thatmenuioboly  day, 
yet  for  it  his  naijesty's  ministers  had  put 


him  also  upon  their  proseribed  liec  Gom- 
pare  the  treatnent  of  these  meritorious 
public  officers  with  that  observed  towards 
the  Manchester  magistrates,  and  done, 
too,  without  inquiry,  without  refinrenoe, 
without  explaoation.    Thanks  were  given 
and    rewaitls   extended    to   those    who 
staughteeed  the  people  in  their  own  vici- 
nage, as  if  they  were  enemies  of  their 
country,  and  opponents  wha  entered  it 
from  a  foreian  land.     The  magistrates 
who  were  said  to  have  directed  that  un- 
happy slaugliler  were  favoured,  and  those 
by  whose  interference  slaughter  was  pre- 
vented, who  interposed,  not  to  bring  the 
military  into  conflict  with  the  people,  but 
to  prevent  such  an  unhappy  confusion, 
were  to  be  put  down,  in  the  6r8t  instance 
without  inquiry,  and  to  be  afterwards  met 
with  a  flat  refusal  to  inquire  in  every  step 
which  they  took  to  establish  dieir  own 
^dicatioo.    And  this  was.  to  be  done  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  magistrates, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  militaiv !    He 
had  heard,  with  great  psin,   what  had 
been  said  respecting  the  evidence  taken- 
before  the  coroner  whose  duty  it  was  ta 
conduct  the  painful  investigation.  Seme- 
thing  had  been  said  of  the  reports  of  that 
evidence,  and  upon  that  poinU  he  should 
onljr  tay^  that  if  the  reports  of  some  of 
their  own  committees  were  given  to  the 
public  with' the  same  inveterate  accumqr, 
he  feared,  they  would  not,  perhaps  be 
found  to  cut  a  better  figure.    But  let  it 
not  be  said,  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
coroner  were  founded  upon  perjured  evi- 
dence, because  a  noble  lord  had  said  the 
persons  were  read^  to  give  evidenoe,  that 
he,  though  200  imles  rataat  at  the  time, 
was  on  the  spot  when  the  firing   took 
place*    It  was  most  unfortunate  tnat  the 
sheriff,  when  so  acting  as  Mr.  Waithman 
had  done,  should  be  rebuked  as  he  had 
been,  and  his  statement  rejected  without 
inquiry,  and  that  when  magistrates  acted 
violently  against  the  people  they  should 
be  honoured,  and  their  reports  confided 
in  without  inquiry.     That  was  not  ttie 
conduct  which  became  his  majesty's  mi* 
nisters.    It  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people  and  to  the  integrity  of  the  consti-* 
tution  to  protect  the  civil  power  in  the 
exercise  of  its  proper  jurisdiction ;  it  was 
more  particularly  due  to  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  ministers  were 
ready  to  perform  a  duty,  which  lately 
they  had  not  evinced  any  striking  anxiety 
to  perform  for  the  country. 
Mr.  Ped  explained.     The  hon.  aed- 
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learned  gentFeitmn  bad  itat6d»  that  he 
fKlmitted  the  conciliatory  condact  of  Mr, 
Waithman.  Now,  what  he  had  said  was, 
that  upon  the  evidence  which  Mr.  Waith- 
man  had  brought  forward,  it  did  appear 
that  his  conduct  was  conciliatory.  He 
expressed  no  opinion  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Denman  understood  that  the  right 
hoB.  gentleman  had  founded  all  his  opi- 
nions opon  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Feet.  All  my  arguments,  not  my 
opinions. 

Mr.  G.  Banhes  said,  that  he  differed 
entirety  with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man,  who  had  declared  that  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  before  the 
coroner  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pre- 
sent case.  Now,  he  thought  quite  the 
reverse,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more 
proper  than  to  look  at  ttie  sheriff's  con* 
duct  upon  the  hiquest,  which  was  cer- 
tainly most  improper,  if  not  illegal.  Was 
It  proper  that  the  same  person,  who  had 

Just  before  been  acting  the  part  of  a  pub- 
ic prosecutor  of  the  life  guards,  should 
voluntarily  tender  his  interposition  to  the 
same  life  guards,  as  a  mediator  to  keep 
the  peace  net  ween  them  and  their  aggres- 
sors i  He  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
with  the  hon.  alderman,  that  one  of  the 
sheriffii  of  London  was  only  half  of  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex,  but  Ke  would  say, 
that  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  was  exactly 
the  half  that  should  not  have  been  at 
Knightsbridge  on  this  particular  occasion. 
The  hon.  gentleman  then,  with  reference 
to  Mr.  Waithman's  conduct  at  the  inquest, 
quoted  Blackstone's  observation,  that  it 
had  been  determined  by  the  great  charter, 
that  the  sheriff  should  not  hold  pleas  of 
the  Crown,  for  it  was  he  who  summoned 
the  jury,  and  who  had  to  execute  the 
law.  If  the  law,  then,  prevented  such  an 
officer,  on  account  of  his  functions,  from 
being  a  jud^,  a  fortiori^  it  must  be  im- 
proper ror  him  to  appear  as  a  public  pro- 
secutor, and  in  the  court  of  his  own 
deputy;  for  the  coroner.  In  one  sense, 
mieht  be  so  considered,  as  he  took  his 
oatos  before  the  sheriff.  The  honourable 
member  then  ouoted  Mr.  Waitbman's 
admission,  that  he  appeared  at  the  in- 
ouest  on  the  part  of  the  relatives  of  the 
oeceased,  and  to  conduct  the  prosecution, 
ftnd  expressed  his  disapprobation  at  the 
comments  made  upon  tne  testimony  of 
some  of  the  witnesses  by  the  sheriff,  when 
attending  the  inquest.  He  had  lately 
looked  back  to  the  files  of  «  The  Times" 
newspaper  upon  this  sobjecti  and  he  there 


found  that  the  sheriff  had,  in  sevend  In- 
stances, given  flat  contradictions  to  the 
coroner.  Upon  one  occasion  the  sheriff 
said,  <<  The  witness  does  not  say  so.'* 
The  cbroner  put  the  question  a  second 
time,  and  the  answer  fully  justified  his 
original  conception  of  it.  Mr.  Waithman 
then  said  *^  This  witness  is  swearing  to  % 
negative;"  upon  which  a  juror  tumcfd 
round  and  sold — **  You  surely  do  not 
mean  to  impuen  the  evidence  of  the  wit* 
ness."  For  the  reasons  which  Jie  had 
stated,  he  felt  compelled  to  differ  from 
the  hon.  members  near  bira,  and  he  was 
the  more  Induced  to  do  so  firoro  a  refieo* 
tioa,  that  only  twelve  days  before  that 
funeral,  a  gross  scene  of  riot  and  dis- 
turbance had  taken  place ;  the  streets  had 
been  torn  up,  and  the  fonera!  of  the  late 
craeen  obstructed;  and  yet  this  same 
sneriff,  the  conservator  of  the  pubK6 
peace,  though  present  in  the  procession^ 
never  Interfered  to  restore  tranquillity. 
Then,  indeed,  the  sheriff  not  only  mighty 
but  ought  to  have  raised  the  posse  comi^ 
taius.  If  the  sheriff  had  mustered  hit 
officers  to  remove  the  obstacles  which  had 
been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  funeral  on 
that  day,  he  might  have  preserved  the 
tranquillity  of  that  metropolis  which,  as 
sheriff,  he  was  bound  to  watch  over.  He 
was  sure  that  if  sheriff  Waithman  bad 
consulted  any  other  man  In  the  kingdom^ 
be  would  have  been  told  that  be  was  the 
last  person  who  ought  to  make  his  appear* 
ance  at  the  funeral  on  the  26th  August* 
The  hon.  member,  alluding  to  what  took 
place  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  expressed 
a  hope  that  he  should  never  again  see  the 
proceedings  of  such  a  tribunal  published 
day  by  day,  or  at  all  given  to  tne  public 
until  a  verdict  was  returned.  In  other 
courts,  a  discretionary  power  was  exer* 
cised  to  prevent  premature  publication; 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  that  power 
should  not  be  exercised  in  this  instance 
also.  In  fact,  such  publications  were 
nothmg  more  than  ex  parte  statements^ 
which  were  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
public  mind,  and  produce  much  evil  with* 
out  doing  any  good.  He  could  not,  view* 
ing  the  entire  transaction,  but  look  on 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman 
with  feelings  of  horror  and  disgust. 
[Cheers.] 

Mr.  Bennet  rose,  he  said,  principally 
with  a  view  to  defend  the  conduct  of  his 
ho9i.  ftiend,  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman,  from 
the  aspersions  so  unjustiy  cast  upon  it  by 
the  hon»  gentleman  who  bad  just  sal 
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clown.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  been 
pleaatd  to  say,  that  he  viewed  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman  with  feel- 
ings of  horror  and  disgust;  and  that 
censure,  so  unqualified,  appeared  to  have 
been  approved  of  by  several  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  He 
would  refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  secretary ,  who 
with  good  taste,  and  with  still  better  feel- 
ing, did  not  express,  either  by  word,  by 
manner,  or  by  gesture,  any  thing  dero- 
gatory to  the  character  or  injurious  to  the 
&elings  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  Mr.  Waith- 
man, by  attendinff  the  funeral  of  her  ma- 
jesty, had  disqualified  himself  from  attend- 
ing the  funeral  of  Hone^.  Now  be  (Mr. 
Bennet)  had  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  he 
performed  his  duty  to  the  country  in  at- 
tending the  funeral  procession  of  Honey 
and  Francis.  He  would  let  the  House 
judge  of  his  conduct  by  its  fruits.  Did 
not  the  interference  of  the  sheriff,  his 
activity,  his  courage,  and  his  discretion, 
preserve  the  peace  of  that  day,  and  pre^ 
vent  the  efiiision  of  blood.  He  would 
appeal  for  the  truth  of  the  observation  to 
the  account  of  every  impartial  person— to 
any  account.  He  would  even  take  the 
testimony  which  had  been  furnished  to 
the  home  department;  because  he  was 
convinced  that  every  account,  if  fairly 
examined,  would  show  that  he  had  taken 
every  pains  to  preserve  the  public  peace, 
and  that  his  exertions  had  been  eminently 
successful.  To  him  the  country  was  in- 
debted for  the  peace  of  that  day— to  him 
was  justly  due  the  praise  of  having  pre- 
vented a  tumult,  tne  consequences  of 
which  might  have  been  calamitous.  He 
would  now  ask  the  House,  what  was  the 
situation  in  which  the  government  stood 
with  reference  to  that  transaction  ?  To 
them  it  must  have  been  clear  that  the 
public  peace  was  endangered ;  that,  con- 
sidering the  irritated  state  of  the  people, 
and  the  resentment  of  the  soldiery,  a 
collision,  hostile  and  bloody,  was  likelj 
to  take  place.  He  did  not  say  that  it 
was  in  the  power  of  government  to  con- 
trol the  passions  of  the  people  or  of  the 
soldiery ;  but  could  they  not  have  pre- 
vented the  irritated  parties  from  meeting? 
Could  they  not  have  marched  the  troops 
out  of  town  for  that  day  [a  laugh  from 
the  ministerial  side  ?]  He  was  not  sur- 
prised that  those  who  wished  to  govern 
Djr  the  sword,  should  ridicule  the  observa' 
tion  he  had  just  made.   Those  wbo  wotild 


govern  by  force,  and  not  by  moderation 
—who  would  intimidate,  instead  of  con- 
ciliating the  people — might  look  upon  the 
observation  he  had  made  as  unworthy  of 
attention ;  but  be  was  sure  that,  in  other 
and  better  times,  the  course  which  he  had 

gointed  out  would  have  been  adopted, 
'ut  the  course  of  pi^oceeding  was  now- 
different.  Government  seemed  regardleti 
of  public  opinion,  and  were  satisfied  to 
carry  their  measures  by  force,  alone.  He 
would  now  make  one  or  two  observations 
on  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
secretary.  That  gentleman  had  attempted 
to  throw  a  slur  over  the  evidence;  and 
had  read  some  passages  as  if  to  show  that 
the  soldiers,  who  were  armed,  were  pro- 
voked by  the  people,  wbo  were  all  un- 
armed. Without  adverting  to  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  taken  to  the  passa^ 
in  question,  he  would  say,  that,  looking 
at  the  whole  of  this  evidence,  Uie  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman,  as  con- 
tained in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  was  borne  out  in  every  particular. 
Among  the  witnesses  he  observed  one 
name,  which  must  be  familiar  to  the  re- 
collection of  many  members  in  that  House 
—he  meant  Mr.  John  Tyas,  a  gentleman 
who  was  a  reporter  to  the  newspaper 
called  **  The  Times.*'.  He  must  here  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  the  evidence  of  a 
reporter  was,  in  all  cases  of  public  interest, 
of  the  utmost  importance;  it  was  so,  upon 
all  principles  of  evidence.  Because  it 
was  evident,  as  to  reporters,  that  correct 
information  it  was  peculiarly  their  buu- 
ness  to  be  possessed  of-^it  was  theis 
stock  in  trade.  They  were  accustomed, 
by  habit  and  experience,  ta  watch 
narrowly,  to  report  faithfully,  and  to 
describe  correctly.  Mr.  Tyas,  if  he  re- 
collected rightly,  was  the  same  individual 
who  gave  that  very  exact  and  faithful  ac- 
count of  the  Manchester  meeting  (an 
account  that  never  had  been  shaken)^ 
and  whose  conduct,  on  that  memorable 
occasion,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
instances  of  presence  of  mind,  of  correcl 
deportment,  and  of  acute  observation^ 
that  ever  was  put  upon  record.  This 
gentleman,  in  one  part  of  bis  evidence^ 
made  this  important  statement : — <<  I  saw 
a  soldier  at  the  gate  strike  his  cartridge* 
box,  take  out  a  cartridge,  bite  it,  prime 
his  piece,  put  something  into  the  piece, 
and  I  saw  his  arm  raised,  from  which  I 
conceived  he  was  ramming  it  down ;  but 
somebody  intervened,  and  I  cannot  say 
whether  ne  raomied  it  down."    And  thei^ 
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he  went  on  to  say  <*  I  ha^e  not  the  least 
doubt  in  ray  own  mind,  that  the  piece  was 
primed  and  loaded :  at  the  very  time  that 
these  men  were  rushing  at  Mr.  Watthman, 
in  the  middle  of  the  street,  I  saw  this  man, 
with  a  carbine  on  his  shoulder,  and  moving 
It  about  as  if  to  get  an  aim  at  Mr.  Waith* 
man,  and  I  conceive  (this  is  only  matter 
of  opinions )  but  my  opinion  was,  that 
if  he  could  have  fired  at  Mr.  Waithman 
without  hitting  one  of  his  comrades,  he 
would  have  fired.*'  Now»  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  waa  decisive  evi- 
dence. It  was  not  sworn  to  even;  and 
this  person  himself  wasnot  cross-examined. 
But  hon.  gentlemen  were  not  sitting  there 
in  judgment ;  the  prayer  was  only  for  in- 
.quiry.  Yet  he  would  observe  that  this 
evidence  was  such,  that  even  in  a  court  of 
justice,  where  a  party  might  be  tried  for 
his  life,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  get 
over  it.  This  evidence  was  corroborated, 
also,  by  that  of  very  many  other  witnesses; 
and  88  to  the  carbine,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  statement  contained  in 
Mr.  Waithman's  letter  was  amply  borne 
out  by  the  mass  of  testimony  which  he 
held  m  his  hand.  If  so,  surely  there 
could  not  be  a  more  fit  subject  for  in- 
quiry. He  did  think  that  the  Hpuae 
must  agree  to  listen  to  such  grave  com- 
plaints, made  on  behalf  of  no  less  a  per* 
aon  than  the  high  sheriff  of  Middlesex. 
But  if  it  would  not,  it  waa  at  least  not 
proper  for  gentlemen  to  sit  there,  and 
cheer  every  sentence  that  was  made  in 
defence  of  the  soldiery,  whatever  it  might 
be.  If  they  should  reject  the  considera- 
tion of  this  case  altogether,  they  would 
soon  arrive  at  results  far  different  from 
those  establishments  of  liberty  and  law 
which  their  ancestors  had  bequeathed  to 
them.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend,  upon 
the  whole  of  this  evidence,  that  this  or 
that  particular  charge  was  true;  but  he 
contended,  that  where  such  allegations 
were  brought  forward,  it  was  not  becom- 
ing the  House  to  close  it^  doors  upon  the 
complainants.  They  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  body  so  complaining  was  no  less 
a  one  than  the  lord  mayor,  sheriffis  and 
common  council  of  the  City  of  London. 
The  letter  of  the  worthy  sheriff  was  amply 
borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  others.  lie 
had  observed  before,  that  every  thing  waa 
cheered  which  happened  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  soldiers.  God  knows,  no 
person  waa  ever  more  disposed  to  applaud 
the  conduct  of  the  excellent  corps  which 
bad  been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  tbe 
VOL.  VL 


eveninff,  than  be  was !  In  earlier  periods 
^f  his  life,  and  on  the  occasion  of  shnilar 
differences  between  them  and  the  people, 
he  had  had  opportunities  of  witnessing 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
charged their  difficult  duties,  and  of  ad* 
miring  their  moderation  and  forbearance. 
If  the  present  motion  had  no  other  object 
but  the  mere  setting  right  of  the  charac- 
ters and  demeanour  of  the  soldiery  who 
were  assembled  on  this  occasion,  he  would 
give  it  his  support ;  but  seeing  that  its  ob- 
ject was  of  a  much  higher  nature,  and 
connected  with  an  inquiry  into  circum- 
stances under  which  the  person  and  cha- 
racter of  the  high  sheriff  had  been  attack- 
ed, he  could  adopt  no  other  course  than 
to  support  by  his  vote  the  proposition 
which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Wm  Lamb  said,  that  he  could  not 
support  the  motion,  because,  when  he  saw 
the  limited  means  of  investigaticm  which 
the  House  possessed,  he  was  always  ex- 
ceedingly reluctant  to  go  into  parliamen- 
tary inquiry.  The  hon.  member  for 
Westminster  had  said,  that  the  House 
was  always  ready  to  go  into  the  inquiries 
proposed  by  ministers,  but  to  reject  such 
as  were  suggested  from  the  other  side. 
Now,  it  was  unfair  that  such  a  statement 
should  be  made  without  acknowledging 
tbe  fact,  that  the  inquiries  proposed  by 
the  government  were  ffenerally  of  an 
entirdy  different  nature  trom  those  which 
were  recommended  from  other  quarters, 
and  more  suited  to  the  means  of  investi- 
gation which  the  House  possessed.  It 
had  lately  been  a  practice  to  deprecate 
any  assertion  that  there  were  evil-minded 
persons  in  the  country  who  aimed  to  dis- 
turb its  peace.  On  the  first  day  of  the 
session,  the  hon.  member  who  so  ably 
seconded  the  address,  was  rebuked  for 
making  some  observations  of  that  nature. 
Now,  he  would  ask,  what  were  thp 
motives  of  the  persons  who  got  up  tha 
funeral  of  the  men  which  led  to  the  dis« 
turbances  at  Knightsbridge,  and  who  paid 
the  expenses  and  took  the  management 
of  the  procession  ?  Whst  possible  motive 
could  they  have  had,  but  that  of  adding 
to  the  excitation  of  the  people,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  acts  which  they 
might  thereby  mduce  them  to  commit. 
There  was  one  word  which  be  was  sorry 
to  hear  very  often  abused  in  that  House. 
Upon  the  present  occasion  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Westminster  and  the  learned 
member  for  Nottin^am  had  spoken  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  these  proceedinga 
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at  *<  llie  people."  Tbe^  raid  that  if  the 
eni|uiry  were  not  gone  into,  there  would 
he  no  regard  paid  to  the  people,  and  that 
the  people  would  not  have  juatice.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Lamb)  stood  ap  there  to  inter- 
•pose  in  behalf  of  the  people,  against  this 
implication.  It  was  not  the  people  of 
Ei^and  who  had  committed  the  outrages 
upon  the  occasion  in  c^uestion.  From  his 
own  personal  observation,  he  was  enabled 
to  state,  that  amongst  the  crowd  who  at- 
tended the  procession,  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  those  present  wera  duly  impressed 
with  the  solemnity  of  the  scene,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  peaoeftd  and  respectaUe 
persons.  But  at  the  same  time  he  saw 
that  there  were  attendant  upon  the  crowd 
many  whose  object,  either  from  want,  or. 
profligacy  of  character,  was  that  of 
creating  disorder  and  riot  for  their  own 
advantage.  These  wore  the  persons  who 
did  create  the  outrage  whidi  ensued ;  and 
it  was  not  therefore  justifiable  in  any 
member  to  describe  that  outrage  as  the 
act  of  the  people,  and  to  throw  over  it 
that  shield  of  protection  which  the  name 
of^Uhe  people 'afforded.  Unless  breaches 
of  the  law  hi  the  metropolis  were  dis- 
countenanced firmly  and  steadily  in  that 
House— and  if  they  were  to  be  attributed 
to  the  people,  and  that  protection  afforded 
to  them  which  the  name  of  '<  the  people" 
carried  with  it,  they  w^ould  sooner  or 
later  find  that  the  consequence  would  be 
violence  and  bloodshed,  either  from  the 
auccess  of  the  turbulent,  or  the  resistance 
necessary  to  be  opposed  to  them  by  the 
military^-^FLoud  cheering.] 

Mr.  Hohkouse  explained.  He  consi- 
dered that,  through  the  lord  mavor  and 
common  coancilmen  of  London  the  peo- 
ple were  the  petitioners ;  and  that,  in  the 
K arson  of  their  high  sheriff,  the  people 
ad  been  insulted. 

Mr.  BuUerworth  thought  it  was  not 
nittil  they  were  obliged  to  protect  their 
own  lives,  that  the  soldiers  had  inter- 
fered ;  and  that  Mr.  Waithitoan,  as  sheriff 
of  the  county,  bad  acted  in  a  manner 
highly  criminal  in  not  interposing  his 
authority  at  Cumberland-gate  on  the  ^y 
of  the  queen's  funeral.  On  the  occasion 
of  the  queen's  funeral,  Mr.  Waithman'iB 
brother  sheriff  wrote  to  him,  to  ask 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  attend  it 
on  the  day  appohited.  Mr.  Waitbman 
returned  no  definitive  answer  to  Mr. 
Sheriff  Williams,  until  a  period  so  imme- 
diately preceding  the  funeral,  thai  he 
Imew  his  l^ter  could  notrench  the  sheriff 
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intimt.  Itwoslolliisefieot:— «<  Althoutffa 
I  shaU  not  attend  her  majesty's  funend  la 
my  corporate  capacity,  I  mean  to  attend 
as  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  to  be  aft 
Hyde  Pftrk-eomer  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  in  the  rooming."  As  Mr.  Waith- 
man  must  have  known  and  anticipated, 
this  letter  reached  Mr.  WilHams  too  late, 
and  he  did  not  go.  The  hoh.  gentlemati 
concluded  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  the 
House,  to  reject  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  it.  He  thought  his  majesty'fe 
government  fully  lostified  in  prohibiting 
the  queen's  funeral  from  passing  through 
the  city,  after  Che  corporation  had  di^ 
graced  themselves  by  attending  a  publib 
thanksgiving  in  St.  Paurs,|uponsuch  an  oc- 
casion as  that  for  which  they  had  gone  to  it. 
Mr.  Hume  said,  that  the  hon.  member 
for  Dover  protested  against  inquiry,  and 
yet  commenced  his  speech  by  a  general 
attack  upon  almost  every  body  concerned 
in  this  transaction,  m  the  spirit  (perhaps 
the  House  would  be  told)  of  Christian 
charity.  But  his  appealing  in  the  solemn 
manner  he  had  just  done,  was  an  insult 
to  religion.  The  sacred  cause  of  retigion 
was  profaned  by  men,  who  with  thitt^ 
word  in  their  mouths,  had  any  Mng  but 
religion  in  their  hearts.  He  rose  to  ex- 
press his  abhorrence  of  such  conduct. 
With  regard  to  the  paoc^yries  whidi  th& 
hon.  gentleman  4iad  lavished  on  the 
soldiers,  it  wa0the  opinion  of  those  who 
had  witnessed  the  transactions  of  the  day, 
that  what  took  place  at  Knfghtsbridge 
was  not  to  be  connected  with  any  thin^ 
that  had  occurred  at  Hammersmith.  The 
time  ivould  shortly  come,  when  the  oo- 
ourrences  at  Cumberland-gate  must  be 
made  matter  of  discussion.  But  it  waa 
most  unfair  to  m\%  up  two  transactionn 
in  ttie  way  the  hon.  gentleman  had  done ; 
one  of  them  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
other,  and  it  was,  on  the  hon.  gentleman** 
part,  only  an  attempt  to  throw  dirt  into 
1^  eyes  of  the  House.  As  to  the  letter 
which  the  bon.  gentleman  had  reed, 
whether  ft  was  or  was  not  a  trOa  letter 
oftldshe  could  assure  the  House,  lliat 
Oie  worthy  alderman  did,  in  fact,  attend 
the  queen's  funeral,  but  only  as  a  private 
man.  He  appealed  to  the  House  whether, 
if  a  great  corporation  came  forward  to 
lay  their  complaints  before  pariiament,  it 
was  not  just' and  expetlient  tlMt  inquiry 
should  take  plaice.  The  appeal  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  member  for  Dover 
possessed  any  thing  but  justice  in  ita 
principle. 
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Mr,  Aklerman  fl^ood  rose  to  reply. 
He  waa  not.  a  little  surprised  to  find  the 
hoo.  baronet  make  so  unqualified  ao  attack 
upon  the  corporation  of  London;  nor 
wa;^  he  lata  surprised  to  find  bift  majesty's 
roinisters  treat  the  corporation  with  so 
Btttcb  disregard.  It  was  not  long  since 
those  ministers  had  dined  with  the  cor- 
pdration ;  and  on  one  occasion  a  galhint 
general  had  been  entertained  by  then  at 
aa  expense  of  not  less  than  25,000^  fd 
lauffh.]  The  worthy  alderman  quoted 
Dahon,  66%  to  shew  that  the  sheriff  as 
well  as  the  coroner,  might  inquire  into 
murders.  He  remarked,  tliat  the  hbn« 
member  for  Dover  had  sdverted  solely  to 
the  day  of  the  Queen*s  funeral,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  tiie  occurrences  at 
Kotghtsbrid^.  As  to  the  allegatioD> 
that  the.  sheriff  had  neglected  his  duty  on 
the  day  of  the  queen*8  funeral,  that 
officer  attended  there  solely  as  a  private 
individual,  and  had  no  power  wluitever, 
as  the  force  in  attendancie  was  under  the 
consmand  of  a  military  officer. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  56;  Noes, 
iSi. 

Lisi  of  Ike  Minority. 


AHeo,  J.  11. 
Brougham,  H. 
Benyon,  B. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bemal,  R. 
Beaumont,  T.  P. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  Dc 
ConcaDDOD,  L. 
iDurtiSy  sir  W. 
Chaloner,  R. 
Carter,  J. 
Denman,  T. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Dundas,  hon.  T. 
Ebrington,  vise* 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Guise,  sir  W, 
Orabam,  S. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hume,  J. 
Hohhouse,  J.  C. 
Honeywood,  W.  P. 
tioward,  bon.  W. 
James,  W. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
l^ycester,  R. 
Lushiagton,  S. 
Lemoa^  sir  W. 
Lloyd,  sir  £. 


Lennard,  T.  B. 
Martin,  J. 
Maberly,  J. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Ord,  W. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Phillips,  G. 
Phillips,  G.  R, 
Pares,  T. 
Price,  R. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  C. 
StftoD,  lord 
Scott,  J. 
Scudampre,  R. 
Thompson,  W. 
Tennyson,  0. 
Tlemey,  right  hon.  G. 
Wflson,  sirR. 
Whitbread,  W.  H. 
WyvUl,  M. 
WilKams,  W. 
Wilh'ams,  T.  R 
Webbt,  £. 

TEI^tERS. 

Bennet,  hon.  Op 
Wood,  aid. 


Salt  Tax.]  Mr.  Cakrqft  said,  that 
after  the  discttssfaa  which  had  so  long 


occupied  the  House,  it  was  his  duty  to 
brin^  before  the  House  a  question  of  dull 
detail,  but  of  great  importance,  tlie  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  salt.  He  had  long  con-* 
aidered  the  question,  and  had  it  much  at 
heart ;  and  if  it  took  the  turn  which  he 
hoped,  it  would  be  roost  beneficial  to  a 
very  large  part  of  the  community.  It 
might  be  recollected  that  in  1817,  when 
he  had  moved  the  question  for  the  first 
time,  he  went  so  far  as  to  press  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  the  propriety 
of  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the 
effect  of  the  salt  tax.  That  motion  he 
had  lost  by  a  small  majodty  of  9.  lo 
1818,  he  renewed  hia  motion,  and  a  com* 
mittee  was  granted,  and  that  committee 
came  to  a  resolution,  *'  that  the  repeal  of 
the  salt  duties  would  be  productive  of  tbe 
greatest  and  niost  important  advantages 
to  all  descr^tions  of  persons  in  this  king« 
dom ;  and  that  the  present  state  of  the 
income  and  expenditure,  of  the  united 
kingdom  alone  prevents  your  committee 
fcom  instructing  their  chairman  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  such  total 
repeal."  On  the  Ist  of  June  1818,  this 
and  other  resolutions  were  reported  to 
the  House;  and  it  became  him  now  to 
account  for  the  course  he  had  thought 
advisable  to  pursue,  in  abstaining  from 
1818  to  1822  to  move  the  repeal  ol  those 
duties-,  on  which  that  committee  had  so 
strongly  expressed  its  opinion.  It  had 
been  pressed  exceedln^y  upon  him  to 
dasio^  in  1819,  but  he  had  not  thought 
that  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
kingdom  could  warrant  him  in  moving  for 
the  repeal  of  the  duties.  The  same  rea«- 
son  had  bfluenced  him  in  1820  and  1821, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  present  year  that 
he  had  thought  it  advisable  so  far  to  relax 
taxation,  that  he  could  earnestly  (tfesa  on 
the  House  the  reduction  of  this  uonpost. 
He  would  explain  how  he  now  intended 
to  set  about  it.  He  should  conclude  with 
a  motion  for  the  gradual  redoction  of  the 
duties  on  salt;  he  begged  the  House  to 
remark  that  he  sought  only  a  gtadual  re^ 
ductioo.  As  the  House  had  been  pleased 
to  sanction  a  sinking  fund,  al  vote  in 
whdch  he  fiilly  concurred,  he  was  bourn) 
not  to  propose  any  measure  that  could 
BEiat^riallv  interfere  with  that  project. 
He  bad  therefor^  refrained  from.proposing 
the  sweej^mg  away  of  this  duty  at  ooce ; 
and  if  ins  suggestion  were  adopted,  ii 
would  be  an  annual  redaction  of  thia 
duty :  it  was  now  15x.  per  bushel,  and  ^is 
proposition  was,  that  it  should  be  abo- 
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lithed  at  the  rate  of,  5s.  a  year,  until  the 
whole  was  extiact.  He  trusted  that  his 
measure  would  be  thought  as  mild,  as 
reasonable,  and  as  gradual  as  any  of  those 
who  agreed  with  him  in  the  obnoxiousness 
and  weight  of  this  tax  could  expect.  He 
w(mld  now  state  a^w  particulars  relating 
to  Ihe  tax  itself.  Like  many  others,  it 
began  at  first  in  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  only  as  a  temporary  impost  of 
three  halfpence  per  gallon.  Five  years 
afterwards  it  was  doubled;  and  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  2nd,  it  was  made  per* 
petual  at  the  rate  of  Sd.  per  gallon,  or '5«. 
per  bushel.  It  was  not  until  the  S8th  of 
the  late  king  that  the  duty  was  raised  to 
lOs,  per  bushel;  and  in  the  45th  of  his 
reign  it  reached  its  present  amount  of  15^. 
per  bushel.  The  House  would  obsenre 
that  this  IBs.  per  bushel  was  upon  a  raw 
material,  the  produce  of  the  country, 
which  mixed  itself  up  with  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  which  was  consumed 
alike  by  the  poorest  and  by  the  richest. 
It  fell  with  an  unequal  and  oppressive 
weight  upon  the  poor  man,  and  was,  in 
fact,  nothing  less  than  a  poll-tax,  ope- 
rating in  a  manner  the  most  unjust  and 
arbitrary.  The  day  labourer  used  as 
much  of  this  raw  material  as  he  (Mr.  C.) 
consumed,  or  any  other  individual  in  ten 
times  his  circumstances.  Could  that  be 
a  correct  or  faur  principle  of  taxation 
under  which  the  mechanic,  the  labourer, 
and  the  artisan  paid  as  highly  as  the  more 
wealthy  classes  of  the  community  ?  Could 
it  be  justified  by  any  Uiing  but  the  direst 
necessity?  It  had* been  calculated  that 
this  tax  alone  cost  the  labourer  from  SOr. 
to  25s*  per  annum ;  and  when  the  House 
^considered  the  price  of  labour,  especially 
4>f  agricultural  labour,  it  would  see  at 
once  what  an  immense  proportion  of  the 
income  of  these  poor  men  was 'consumed 
by  this  oppressive  duty.  This  raw  mate- 
rial was  bestowed  upon  us  by  Providence, 
like  air  or  water ;  and  yet  where  it  had 
existed  in  the  greatest  plenty,  the  inge- 
nuity of  man  hiui  rendered  it  the  greatest 
curse.  It  gave  rise  to  innumerable 
crimes :  breaches  of  the  law,  and  conduct 
grossly  immoral  were  encouraged,  by  the 
temptation  it  held  out  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  where  the  raw  material  was 
produced*.  Mr.  Justice  Burton  (who  for 
2S  aears  was  diief  justice  of  Cnester), 
air  J.  Stanley,  chairman  of  the  quarter 
sessions,  and  various  other  witnesses 
equally  ree pectable,  had  ^ven  undeniable 
testimony  upon  this  pomt,  clearly  de- 
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monstrating  that  the  salt  duty  was  a  most 
fruitful  source  of  crime  and  vice  in 
Cheshire.  This  duty,  from  its  nature, 
a&cted  the  labourer  and  the  inferior 
tradesman  in  all  artides  of  consumption : 
a  man  who  only  purchased  lOOL  worth  of 
the  raw  material,  was  obliged  immediately 
to  advance  to  government  3,000^,  or 
thirty-fold  for  the  tax  upon  it.  Yet  this 
article  was  the  produce  of  our  own  soil. 
To  tlie  duty  was  to  be  added,  the  accu* 
mulation  of  profit  for  each  individual 
through  whose  hands  the  salt  passed  ;  so 
that  a  man  who  bought  six  pennyworth 
of  salt,  paid  36  or  37  times  the  price  of 
the  raw  material,  without  which  neither 
honor  his  familv  could  subsist.  It  was 
said,  however,  that  all  this  weight  was 
thrown  upon  the  employer  of  the  labourer 
-—that  it  went  to  advance  the  wages  of 
labour.  True;  but  was  there  any  thing 
more  desirable  in  a  community  like  this, 
than  to  keep  down  reasonably. the  price 
of  labour  ?  What  would  become  of  our 
manufactures  at  this  moment,  if  the  price 
of  labour  were  not  kept  down?  It  was 
kept  down  indeed  at  the  expense  of  the 
farmer,  who  could  not  now  throw  the 
taxes  upon  the  consumer.  The  manu- 
factures were  kept  in  their  present  state 
>-«  state  rather  flourishing  than  otherwise 
— by  what  i  Because  the  manufacturers 
ate  the  bread  produced  by  the  farmer  with- 
out paying  the  tax  upon  it  [hear.]  Such 
was  the  r^  cause  of  the  great  depression 
in  agriculture.  Did  he  wish,  therefore, 
that  the  manufacturers  should  be  supplied 
with  dear  bread,  or  dear  provisions  r  By 
no  means ;  but  he  wished  for  a  reasonable 
reduction  of  taxation,  that  th6  farmer 
might  be  able  to  furnish  bread  at  alow  price 
without  loss;  that  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures might  flourisb,and  the  farmer  flourish 
also.  The  duty  on  salt  afected  trade  in 
many  of  its  branches:  it  affected  our 
fisheries  in  a  most  extraordinary  degree ; 
it  affected  agriculture  itself  to  a  very 
burthensome  extent.  So  long  as  the  tax 
existed,  neither  the^fieberies,  nor  agricuU 
culture,  nor  trade,    could  dierive    those 

Sreat  advantages  from  the  raw  material 
lat  might,  he  was  confident,  be  obtained 
if  it  were  wholly  removed.  It  might  be 
asked,  then,  why  he  did  not  move  for  its 
total  and  immediate  repeal  ?  In  reply  he 
would  say,  that  the  resolution  of  the 
House  on  a  former  night,  in  favour  of  the 
sinking  fund,  was  in  opposition  to  it; 
besides,  he  knew  that  many  large  csnpitals 
were  engaged  in  the  sah  trade ;  ana  if  » 
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total  and  immediate  repeal  were  effected, 

groperty  to  an  enormous  amount  would 
e  endangered,  if  not  destroyed.  One  of 
the  great  evils  attending  this  tax  was,  that 
It  drove  the  salt  trade  Into  a  monopoly. 
There  were  individuals  in  that  trade  who 
paid  from  100*00(M.  to  ^OOfiOOL  a  year  in 
doty.  Therefore,  when  such  a  capital 
was  invested,  locked  up,  and  shackled  in 
the  trade,  he  would  not  rashly  attempt  to 
cause  the  tax  to  be  repealed,  bv  bringing 
in  a  bill  for  that  purpose  in  the  present 
session.  The  House  would  perceive  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  proceed  violently  with 
this  measure.  It  was  his  wish,  however, 
that  the  public  should  ultimately  be  re- 
lieved from  the  burthen  of  this  tax,  con- 
vinoed  as  he  was,  that  the  nKlividual  and 
the  state  would  derive  great  benefit  from 
its  repeal.  He  felt  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity to  go  Into  further  details  with 
respect  to  the  hardship  and  inconvenience 
produced  by  the  tax  on  salt.  When  it 
was  stated,  that  no  man  ate  his  salt  at 
a  less  rate  than  S6  or  S7  times  the  cost 
price,  the  inconvenience  and  hardship 
were  sufficiently  established;  and  those 
who  meant  to  oppose  his  motion  ought 
to  show  that  the  consumer  was  not  affected 
to  the  extent  he  had  described.  If  his 
object  were  achieved,  then  the  revenue 
would,  this  year,  be  reduced  to  the  extent 
of  500,000/.  Now,  the  House  had  voted 
B  sinking  fund  of  5,000,000^,  over  which 
there  was  an  estimated  surplus  of  200,000^ 
Admitting,  therefore,  that  nothing  further 
was  done  for  the  reduction  of  the  expeiH 
diture— supposing  that  economy  was  pur- 
sued no  farther,  and  that  the  revenue  did 
not  continue  to  imjirove,  he  was  sanf^oine 
10  his  belief  that  it  would  proffressively 
increase — ^if  one  third  of  the  salt-tax  was 
given  up,  it  would  only  reduce  the  sinking 
fund  to  4«,700,000/.  Could  any  man  be 
sincere  in  suiiposing  that  the  difference 
between  a  sinking  fund  of  4,700,000/,  and 
of  5,000,000/.  would  entail  the  slightest 
inconvenience  on  the  public  creditor,  or 
make  any  material  variation  with  respect 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt?  He 
had  intended  to  go  at  length  into  the 
subject,  but  he  conceived  Uiat  he  had 
made  out  a  case  sufficientlv  strong.  He 
had  brought  this  question  forward  hastily. 
His  notice  had  been  a  short  one,  butiie 
felt  it  necessary  to  adhere  to  it;  the  rea- 
son was,  because  if  the  motion  were  io 
remain  in  suspense,  great  inconvenience 
roost  result  to  those  connected  with  the 
tradci  and  the  cevenue  woold  sustain  a 


considerable  loss«  He,  on  that  accounti 
thought  it  better  to  bring  the  subject  for^ 
ward  at  a  short  notice,  than  to  postpone 
it.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  the 
drysalters  of  Birmingham,  requesting  that 
the  motion  should  be  put  off.^  The  drjr- 
salters,  he  ought  to  observe,  were  parti- 
cularly interested  in  the  repeal  of  this  tax, 
because,  by  iu  operation,  this  country 
lost,  almost  entirely,  the  trade  of  salting 
beef  and  pork,  its  own  produce.  That 
trade,  in  consequence  of  the  dearness  of 
salt,  was  driven  to  other  countries,  where, 
either  by  smuggled  salt,  or  by  salt  pro- 
cured under  low  duties,  the  people  were 
enabled  to  carry  it  on  advantageously. 
He  had  been  pressed  hard  by  persons  in- 
terested in  this  trade  to  postpone  the 
motion,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
communicating  on  the  subject  with  other 
persons  throuehout  the  kingdom;  and 
nad  hecomplied  with  these  representations, 
petition  upon  petition  would  have  been 
presented  to  the  House,  pra3ring  for  a 
repeal  of  this  tax.  When  he  brought 
this  question  forward  in  1817,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  said>  <<Oh,  you 
place  too  much  reliance  on  the  advan- 
tages wl^ich  would  accrue  from  a  repeal  of 
the  tax.  It  was  repealed  in  1729,  but 
as  that  appeal  was  not  attended  by  any 

food  effect,  it  was  re-enacted  in  17S2.*' 
low,  he  had  looked  into  the  life  of  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  he  found  that  the 
re-enactment  did  not  Uke  place  in  con- 
sequence of  any  disappointment  as  to  the 
advantage  which  it  was  supposed  its  re- 
peal would  have  producedl  The  fact 
was,  that  when  sir  Robert  W.  was  com- 
mencing his  excise  scheme,  he  thought 
it  was  more  easy  to  revive  an  old  tax,  and 
place  it  under  the  excise-law,  than  t6  in- 
troduce a  new  tax,  for  that  purpose,  in 
the  then  state  of  the  opposition.  He 
would  quote  in  support  of  nis  view  of  tlu's 
tax,  a  very  high  authority— he  alluded  to 
Mr.  Burke,  who,  in  a  paraplet  published 
by  him  in  1769,  thought  it  worth  while, 
when  comparing  the  different  situations  of 
the  people  in  this  country  and  in  France, 
to  oDserve,  that  <<  amongst  the  number  of 
advantages  which  the  people  enjoyed  in 
this  free  and  comparatively  untaxed 
country,  they  could  eat  their  salt  at  2e/. 
per  lb.,  while  those  in  France  paid  5d.  for 
It."  Why  did  Mr.  Burke  make  this 
remark?  Because  he  knew  that  salt  was 
an  article  of  prime  necessity ;  that  it  per- 
vaded every  article  of  life ;  that  it  entered 
into  the  composition  of  bread,  butter. 
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cbaatfy  bsQOD  s  ihat  everj  iftecttber  of  the 
coommiuty  mm  oblij^  to  aso  k»  Mid 
therefore  be  thought  it  a  malter  of  boaat 
that  the  people  of  this  country  wera  able 
to  procure  it  at  a  cheap-  rate^  at  it  was 
free  from  sueh^  an  inpott  aa  the  gabelle  of 
Franee.  But  k  now  happeiied  that  the 
labouring  people  of  Eoglaod  paid'  a  much 
larger  sunn  for  that  commoditjr  thaa  the 
people  of  France  did  under  their  arbitrary 
ftoreminentf  at  the  period  when  Mr. 
Burke  made  thia  eomparieoo.  It  waa»  in 
bit  opiniont  one  of  the  artidea  which 
aheula,  above  all  others^  be  kept  untaxed 
if  poetible  v  but^  if  taoLod  at  ally  it  should^ 
be  at  the  very  lowest  rate  that  eircura- 
•tancea  peraMtledM^^The  boa.  geatlemae 
coaoUided  by  noving^  <^  That  leave  be 
fiven  to  bring  i»  a  bill  for  the  gradual 
feduction  of  the  Duties  on  Salt.'' 

Mr.  Ikneaporl  entirely  agreed  in  every 
proposition  which  fell  from  the  hoo. 
BKiver.  who  had  done  himself  great  Credit 
in  bringing  the  question  before  the  House 
ae  oleany  and  explicitly.  He  had  ensured 
the  respect  of  the  country  gentlesMn,  the 
thanks  of  the  farmer,  and  the  ardent  blea- 
ainga  of  the  poor  by  bis  exertiona.*  Thia 
tax  was  of  so  oppresaive  a  nature,  that 
it  ought  to  be  at  least  abated,  if  not  al« 
tof^ether  repealed.  At  the  lowest  cakup 
htmo,  it  tMk  from  the  poor  man  4</.  a 
week,  or  about  16f .  Sd.  io  the  yestr ;  and 
those  who  bad  lafge  families  paid  25#.  or 
SOf.  per  annum,  a  sum,  whidi  b  some 
cases*  was  equal  to  half  the  rent.  It  was 
a  tax,  which  must- have  been  projected 
eriginaHy  by  some  narrow-minded  # tales* 
man..  It  was  bad  in  prfaioiple,  and  there- 
fiwe  uaaourtd  in  policy*  Such  a  Ux  should 
not  be  su&red  to  exiH  in  a  free  and  en- 
lightened commercial  country.  The  hon. 
mover  mighty  if  he  had  thoiMht  proper, 
point  out  a  variety  of  maniractwres  on 
which  the  salt  duty  pressed  heavily.  The 
manufacture  of  iron,  of  china,  of  glass, 
and  a  hundred  other  articles,  were  aflScted 
by  it*  With  respect  to  its  operaUon  on 
the  morala  of  the  people,  he  could  8Ute» 
from  his  own  observation,  in  the  county 
with  wbidi  he  waa  connected,  that  it  ope<* 
sated  moH  bnnefuUy.  And  could  it  be 
otherwise?  When  there  was  a  tax  of 
d^OOO^  per  ceol  oa  an  asticlo  necessary 
for  the  use  of  eveiy  man,  did  it  not  hM 
out  an  irresistible  temptation  to  dia- 
bonesty  ?  Indieiduala  began  by  stealing 
amall  quantities  of  salt,  and  ended  by 
Qommitting  crimes  of  greater  magnitude. 
It  wm  a  tax  most  revolting^  in  every  poini 
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dfview,  and  therefore  ho  would' yote  for 
its  gradual  abolition. 

The  CJkmneellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  boa.  gentleman  who  brought  Uiia 
subject  before  the  House  had  certain^ 
done  an  with  much  candor  and  temper. 
He  was  sovryv  however,  that  he  eould  not 
support  bis  motion.  It  would  i^ve  much 
aatisiaction  ta  ministers,  if  they  could, 
consistently  with  the  real  interest  of  the 
country,  agrde  to  a  creator  rensission  of 
taxes;  but,  after  what  parliament  had 
already  done  on  this  point,  he  certainly 
thought  it  necessary  to  witlistand  any 
farther  reduction.  The  hon.  member  bad 
spoken  of  the  ainkmg  fund  in  very  candid 
terms,  and  had  stated,  that  the  subtrac- 
tion of  300,000/.  from  the  sinking  fund 
would  not  materially  aflfect  iu  operation. 
But  he  (the  efaanceOor  of  the  exchequer) 
wia  prqNtfed  to  conteni^  looking  to  the 
amount  of  the  funded  and  iinfunded  debt, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  sinking 
fund  of  at  least  5,000,OOOA  Themalutax 
in  England  had  been  remitted  to  the 
amonnt  of  1,2O0,OOOA,  that  of  Ireland  te 
the  amount  of  900,000/.,  making  a  totid 
ef  1400,000^  They  were  enabled  te 
make  these  reduotiona  by  the  saving  of 
IfilOfifiQtiL  which  would  arise  firom  the 
paying  off  the  English  five  per  cents— 
90,000^  from  the  alteration  m  the  Irish 
five  per  centa-^and  the  surplus  of  the 
sinking  fund,  amountmg  tb  ^200,000/.-^ 
makmga  total  of  1,490,000/.  Tlie  surplus 
of  the  sinking  fund,  aa  the  hon.  member 
must  perceive,  waa  already  appropriated^ 
This  was  all  the  reduction  that  could  now 
be  made.  Even  with  an  improvement  in 
the  revenue,  mkiisftera  foit  that  they 
would  not  be  justified  in  proposing,  at 

S resent,  any  measure,  in  the  way  of  re<» 
ucfion,  beyond  the  lowering  of  the  an» 
nual  malt-tax.  He  was  of  opinion  that, 
even  if  the  hon.  member  were  right  in  hia 
enumeration  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  reduction  of  this  tax,  the  present 
was  not  the  time  for  concedmg  it.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  he  was  caAed  on  to 
eater  into  «  discussion  as  to  the  moat 
proper  tax  to  be  repealed  whenever  it 
beoune  proper  to  approach  parliament 
with  a  proposition  lor  a  more  extended 
redoetion.  The  choice  of  the  taxea  to  be 
repealed  must  dependi  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  moment.  Varieua  argiH 
meala  might  be  raited  relative  to  the 
con>parative  justice  and  pdiey  ofrepeaKng 
difiereni  titxes;  and,  therefore,  hedid  net 
mean  to  enter  into  thequcation,  wbethev 
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or  not,  in  the  ^vent  of  a  propotfitioo  Mng 
subHiUted  to  parliament  by  imoisterg^  for 
further  relief  ^m  taxation,  the  itfduc- 
tion  or  abdttion  of  the  salt  dnty  would  be 
the  most  proper  for  consideration.  A 
gradoa}  reduction  of  this  tax  appeared  to 
him  to  be  extremely  objectionable*  The 
hon.  gentleman  expressed  a  very  proper 
concern  for  the  interest  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  the  salt-^rade.  But,  the 
moment  the  house  asreed  to  a  reduction 
of  500,00M.  a  year,  ttie  trade  would  be  as 
completely  at  a  stand,  and  as  closely  con* 
fined  to  immediate  consumption,  firom 
hand  to  mouth,  he  misht  say,  as  It  could 
possibly  be  if  the  total  amount  were  re- 
mitted. RathCT  than  reduce  the  tax  by 
degrees,  he  would,  if  circumstances  per- 
mitted it,  agree  to  its  total  repeal.  The 
hon.  mover  bad  described  this  tax  as  ope* 
rating  in  the  manner  of  a  poll-tax  a(20s* 
a  head  on  the. whole  population  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  member  for  Cheshire 
had  made  rather  a  lower  calculation. 
But  neither  of  those  calculations  could 
lie  correct;  because  if  the  tax  fell  on  the 
people  at  the  rate  of  SOr.  a  head.  It  ought 
to  produce  14,000,000/.  or  15,000,000^ 
ttou^lly.  Instead  of  1,500,000/.;  for  the 
returns  of  ttie  population  showed  that  it 
amounted  to  bcHveen  14,000,000/.  and 
15,000,000  of  persons.  It  fbfiowed, 
therefore,  from  the  actual  produce  of  the 
ux,  that,  instead  of  90s.  a  head,  it  was,  in 
reality,  no  more  that  abdut  2s.  a  head. 
This  sum  was  expended/  by  fractions, 
from  day  to  day,  and  therefore  was  the 
most  convenient  and  least  oppressive  tax. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  referred  to  the 
observations  of  Mr.  Burke  on  the  com- 
parative situation  of  the  people  of  England 
and  France  in  1769;  but  surely  the  hon. 
member  must  know,  that  the  pressure  of 
the  salt  duty  on  the  people  of  Franoe  did 
not  consbt  In  the  aouMint  of  the  tax,  but 
in  the  severe  manner  in  which  the  sabeUe 
was  Collected.  In  that  country  tne  tra* 
ding  for  salt  between  one  district  and 
another  was  strictly  prohibited ;  and  the 
inbabttanis  were  compelled  to  pordiase 
at  particular  places,  and  under  tlie  most 
severe  restrictions.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  contended,  that  the  re-enactment  of 
the  salt-tax  in  17S2  was  not  adopted  m 
eonsequence  of  the  advantages  of  its 
repeal  not  having  answered  the  expec- 
tations of  the  conntry,  but  because  sir  R. 
Walpole  wanted  to  introduce  it  as  one  of 
Che  precedtots  in  his  excise  scheme.  If 
that  were  the  ftot,  why  did  he  noi  place 


it  naler  the  head  of  Eitdie?  He  hai4 
done  no  such  thing;  andit'wlis  not  untR 
1796,  during  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  sidt  was  placed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  Excise.  In  opposing 
the  hon.  gentleman^  proposition,  he  stool 
upon  the  broad  and  cenerri  state  of  the 
case.  Parliament  had  sanctioned,  bv  its 
resekition,  the  establishment  of  a  sinking 
f\md;  and  he  thought  neither  the 
consideration  of  the  public  honor,  nor  of 
the  pubKc  interest  could  suffbr  them  to 
depart  from  that  ^etfolutliai.  Whatever 
might  be  done  fiereafler,  they  certainly 
were  not  now  ripe  for  the  redaction  of 
odier  taxes.  It  was  most  materlid  fbr 
the  public  benefit,  that  the  system  of  the 
siidcmg  land,  to  which  parliament  had 
so  lately  pledged  itself,  should  be  strictly 
followed  up;  and,  as  die  hon.  gentle- 
man's proposition,  would,  if  carried,  make 
an  inroad  on  that  system,  he  deemed  it 
his  duty  to  move  the  previotis  question. 

Lord  NoTfiun^  said,  that  on  the  im- 
mediate subject  under  discussion,  he 
would  not  offer  any  remarks,  as  they  were 
rendered  superfluous  by  the  able  speeches 
of  the  haa.  mover  and  seconder.  Willi 
respect  to  the  allusion  that  had  been  made 
to '  sir  R.  Walpole,  he  would  make  one 
irfMcm^on.  As  far  as  his  recollection 
served  htm,  sir  Robert  moved  the  re- 
newal of  the  sa]t*tax  on  eronnds  very 
different  from  those  whidi  had  been 
stated.  He  moved  fbr  its  renewal,  as  a 
relief  to  the  landed  interest  of  the  country, 
in  lieu  of  a  AilKng  a  pound,  which  was 
taken  fram  the  land«-tax  doty.  The  land|- 
tax  weighed  so  heavily  on  the  country 
gentlemen,  that  they  began  to  neglect 
those  ancient  hospitalities  which  sir  Ro- 
bert thought  it  was  necessary,  for  the  ho«- 
nour  of  the  national  character,  to  keep 
up,  and  therefore  he  sanctioned  this  boon. 
But  sir  W»  Wyndham,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and 
all  those  who  Ojppesed  the  bill|  argued 
that  iu  operation  would  be  severely 
felt  by  all  classes.  It  was  a  auestioa 
mooted  when  sir  Robert  was  in  Hie  ple- 
nitude of  his  power,  and  he  was  back- 
ed by  the  whole  landed  interest  of  the 
country;  and  yet,  in  a  house,  con^ 
sisting  of  400  -members,  he  carried  his 
point  by  a  majority  of  abont  SO.  This 
proved  how  the  measure  was  received  at 
that  period.  They  had  heard  much,  and 
too  truly,  of  the  inereaslnffinHuence  of 
the  Crown  in  that  House.  The  -feet  was 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  manner  in 
which  ohnoxiotts  measures  were  carded, 
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And  by  the  constaiit  refuial  to  talicfy  the 
wiahet  of  the  country.  He  supported 
the  present  motion,  becante  he  beh'eved 
nothing  could  effectually  relieve  the  dif  • 
tress  of  the  country  but  the  immediate 
reduction  of  taxation.  With  respect  to 
the  sinking  fund,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  revise  the  hasty  resolution  to 
which  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
bad  adverted.  They  had  chosen  to  ad- 
here to  this  mminis  umbra  of  a  sinking 
fund,  which  was  not  at  all  similar  to  the 
sinking  fund  projected  by  Mr.  Pitt.  If 
they  meant  to  console  themselves  for  the 
loss  of  the  reaHty,  by  worshipping  that 
magic  name,  they  would  be  able  to  do 
very  little  towards  alleviating  tbe  suffisr* 
ings  of  the  country.  He  thought  ikk» 
jinking  fund,  as  it  was  called,  ought  to 
be  applied  to  tbe  asselioration  of  m  pre- 
vailing  distresses. 

Mr.  Leicester  described  the  tax  as  a 
grievous  burthen  on  the  country  at  laree. 
The  relief  granted  to  tbe  agricultural  in- 
terest by  the  reduction  of  die  malt  duty 
was,  he  contended,  quite  disproportionate 
to  the  distress  under  which  it  laboured. 
He  was  no  friend  to  such  temporary  ex- 
pedients ;  and  he  therefore  called  on  the 
country  gentlemen  to  demand  such  ef- 
fectual measures  as  would  rescue  the 
land-owner,  the  yeoman,  and  the  farmer, 
from  inapending  ruin. 

Sir  L  Coffin  said,  it  was  not  just  that 
the  poor  man  in  this  country  should  pay 
\S$.  a  bushel  for  a  necessary  of  life 
which  the  inhabitants  of  other  coun- 
tries could  procure  for  6f«  To  prove  the 
ill  effects  which  the  high  daty  bad  on 
morals,  he  stated  that  some  years  ago  he 
had  exported  100  tons  of  salt  from  Liver- 
pool,  during  the  shipment  of  which  the 
persons  employed  carried  away  consider- 
able quanuties  of  it  concealed  in  their 
breeches.  Salt  was  found  all  over  the 
worid  for  the  use  of  man,  and  he  ouffht 
not  to  be  deprived  of  it  by  excessive 
taxation. 

Dr.  Phittitnore  concurred  with  the  hon. 
mover  in  his  general  objections  to  the 
tax.  The  tax  was  objectionable  in  prin- 
ciple, because  it  pressed  upon  the  lower 
oraers  of  the  community,  and  because  it 
pressed  upon  the  landlord,  by  reducing 
his  rent,  and  increasing  his  general  ex* 
penditure.  In  spite  o?  the  drawbacks. 
It  also  pressed  most  severely  upon  the 
fisheries.  For  these  reasons,  in  all  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  on  Uiis 
subject,  he  had  felt  that  nothing  short  of 
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necewty  could  justify  the  eontinuanoe  of 
the  tax.  In  1818,  the  committee,  of 
which  he  was  a  member^  came  to  the 
unanimous  resolution  that  it  ought  to  be 
repealed ;  but  they  likewise  came  to  the 
unanimous  resoluuon,  that  the  state  of 
the  income  and  expenditure  of  the 
country  rendered  it  impossible  to  repeal 
it  at  that  time.  In  1819,  many  of  the 
members  of  that  committee  re-considered 
the  subject^  and  he  (Dr.  P.)  proposed  a 
resolution  to  that  House,  that  a  total  re- 
peal, or  reduction  of  the  tax,  was  de- 
surable  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 
He  regretted  that  the  House  rejected 
that  proposition,  because  his  object  was, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  repeal  of  the 
tax ;  and  he  thought  that  a  repeal  or  re- 
duction of  this  tax,  was  entitled  to  priority 
in  preference  to  the  malt-tax.  The  House 
was  now  called  upon  to  consider  whether 
the  period  was  at  leneth  arrived  in  which 
the  total  repeal  or  the  gradual  abolition 
of  the  duty  on  salt  was  expedient.  With 
regard  to  gradual  abolition,  he  was  cer- 
tainly of  opinion,  that  if  tbe  tax  were  to 
be  repealed  at  all,  it  should  be  repealed  ai* 
together.  He  admiUed  that. the  whole 
machinery  of  the  Excise,  as  applied  to 
this  tax,  was  most  oppressive ;  but  the 
question  was,  whether,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  prudent  to  repeal 
it  immediately  ?  Now,  as.  he  was  one  of 
the  members  who  had  voted  on  a  former 
night  that  it  was  expedient  to  preserve 
the  credit  of  the  country  by  maintaining 
a  sinking  fund  of  5*000,000/.  he  did  not 
see  how  he  could  come  down  to  the 
House  five  or  six  nights  aflerwards*  and 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  tax  which  would 
take  away  one*fourth  of  the  sum  which 
had  been  voted  for  the  support  of  a  sink- 
ing fund.  However  pamful  it  was  to 
him  to  arrive  at  such  a  conclusion,  he 
felt  that  the  House  ought  to  abstain  a 
little  longer  before  they  consented  to  re- 
peal Uiis  tax  i  and  he  doubted  not  that 
the  scheme  proposed  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  for  paying  off  the  five 
per  cents  would  leave  a  disposable  surplus 
next  year,  which  could  not  be  applied  to 
a  better  purpose  than  to  the  repeal  or 
reduction  of  this  tax. 

Mr.  Cuftoen  said,  the  chsncellor  of  the 
exchequer  hsd  misunderstood  his  hon. 
friend,  who  had  said  that  20#.  were  paid, 
not  by  individuals,  but  by  families,  under 
this  tax.  It  fonned,  therefore^  a  tax  of 
ooe-24th  of  the  labourer's  wages,  and 
only  oBe-10,OOOth  of  the  gian  with  M* 
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imo&me  ci  IfiOOL  a^^etr.  Was  it  not  in 
Ike  pefirer  of  niaiBters  to  reposl  this  tax 
wtChoal  brenkiag  in  upon  the  surplus  of 
6fiO0,G00L  for  the  sinking  fund?  If 
cmmftty  gentlemen  would  do  justice  to 
the  cottotrTy  end  support  his  hon.  friend, 
thejr  would  find  thai  ministers  would  not 
bretk  in  opon.  the  sinking  fund,  but  woidd 
be  compelled  to  retrench*  Codd  any 
man  doubt  that  tiiere  was  yet  sufficimt 
roow  for  reireocbment  ?  As  to  the  idea 
of  exeesme  produce  in  agriculture,  it 
Aodd.  be  recollected,  that  out  of  25 
yearg^  previous  to  1814,  there  were  only 
two'  in  which  Great  Britain  produced 
enoqgh  lor  her  owo  consumptaeo.  In 
1814«  the  favourite  argument  was,  that  if 
WW  wave  not  subdued  by  the  sword,  we 
might  be  by  famine.  Again,  as  to  any 
winnci  that  was  to  be  pliu^d  on  the  sup- 
posed flourishing  state  of  the  manufao- 
toring  interest, .  with  wliat  confidence 
could  we  look  to  thai  interest,  when  it 
w«s  wett  known  that  the  average  wages 
«f  the  flaanufiictUDer  did  not  amount  to 
m«re  ^Mm  S$.  a- week  ?  It  was  notorious 
that  one  of  Ike  great  causes  of  the  dis- 
tseav  of  the  agrioultttrist  was,  that  the 
maaafnctorer  was  aa  longer  ra  a  condition 
to  be  a  pwrebaser,  aad  tnat  be  was  com- 
paiisdto  Ees(Brt  to  potatoes  or  other  substi- 
tutes fiv  bread.  1  he  only  remedy  for  the 
pvcscBtdiatiwsswas,areductioooflaKatioii; 
ler  high  pri6es,4iy  prodociag  importatioo, 
would  aaly  complete  the  ruin  of  the  ^- 
■MT.  Am  to  the  reckwtion  of  Is.  a  busbd 
CD  omit,  it  would  aot  reduce  the  price  of 
ftdtier  to  the  amount  of  a  farthing  in  the 
pot,  and  woakl  consequently  give  do 
rsbef  to  the  former,  wte  coiud  only  be 
benefited  by  a  large  increase  of  coo- 
sumption*  if  asiaisters  would  conseat  to 
lake  (tf  tbeoBlt-taK,  instead  of  nsakiog 
this  reduction  on  aaalt,  it  would  operate 
aa  a  Belief  to  all  classes  of  theeommu- 
oity^  It  woakl  sdieve  the  .  kbouring 
classes  t  it  would  relieve  the  agriculturist; 
and^  bj  caiiaiog  a  double  qoaaiity  of  salt 
la  be  raised  firom  the  mines,  it  would  call 
iota  activity  no  immense  naeober  of  per- 
aons  .wka  wese  now  out  of  employ.  The 
aepeal  jck  this  tax  wotdd  be  most  be- 
SMMial  also  to  the  fisbecfes-^^that  most 
loorative  of  our  aoaaBievae,wit&re£brence 
imfMtk  Bff.  Fxankkn  bad  said,  that  every 
isb.tdBen  out  af  t^pe  sea  was  a  piece  of 
saanej.  The  iwvenue  derived  from  this 
uaHolhndaroountedeoKXOOOtOOCK. 
Ibe  fishenes  in  this  isiend,  bad! 
^  vet  prodKad  IfiOOfiM. 
VOL  VI.  I 
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Bfr.  J.  SmUh  concurred,  that  die  tax 
on  salt  would  be  repealed  with  much 
greater  benefit  to  the  country  than  tha 
tax  on  fludt.  While  be  aereed  that  every 
practicable  reduction  or  tiuiatien  was 
most  desirable,  he  felt  also  that  the  in* 
terescs  of  the  agriculturist,  as  well  as  the 
general  interests  of  the  country,  wero  in- 
volved in  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
credit.  Havioe  stjated  this  opinion,  to 
bo(>ed  he  should  not  appear  to  be  ^ulUy 
of  inconsistency,  when  he  deckred  that 
he  most  earnestly  desired  to  see  tbia 
odious  and  mischievous  tax  abolished^ 
The  great  nourisfameBt  of  the  poor  was 
derived  principaKv  firom  salted  provisions^ 
Sslt,  dieese,  aad  iMicon,  fi)rmed  the  chief 
sustenance  both  of  the  agricultural  ami 
maoufacturing  classes;  aodhecootendedi 
therefore,  that  the  tax  pressed  more  hea- 
vily upon  the  poor  than  upon  the  higheir 
classes.  He  was  aware  mat  the  opinions 
of  the  mf^orities  ia  that  House  were,  f&t 
the  most  part,  opposed  to  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  snd  that  ministers  appeared 
to  disregard  and  despise  the  general  opi^ 
nions  and  fedmgs  of  the  people.  Ha 
could  not  refrain  firom  observii^,  how^ 
ever,  that  no  measure  could  so  e&ctually 
give  popularity  to  the  government,  and 
restore  to  them  the  goodwill  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  as  the  total  sepml  erf*  this  odious  tax; 

Mr.  Handley  opposed  the  motion. 
Notwithstanding  the  wild  speeulationa 
which  had  been  propagated,  be  couM 
not  think  taxation  the  cause  of,  nor  pan- 
liaoMntarv  reform  the  remedy  Ibr,  ther 
distress  which  existed.  He  was  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  the  distress  was  alssost 
solely  aad  exclusively  to  be  ascribed  to 
excessive  production. 

General  Qaaco^e  observed,  that  at  the 
period  when  this  tax  was  increased  to  its 
present  amount,  IMk.  Pitt  bad  said,  tba( 
It  was  MH  intended  to  be  permanent.  I|t 
was  now  contended,  that  it  was  more 
desirable  at  present  to  repeal  tiie  maltr 
tax,  than  to  aflbrd  any  relief  upon  thi^ 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  took 
great  credit  to  himself,  for  the  repeal  eif 
the  annual  malt  duty,  and  seemed  to  con- 
sider it  as  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demanda 
of  the  country.  The  tax  on  salt,  however, 
appeared  to  him  a  fitter  subject  for  re^ 
duction ;  and  as  the  bill  for  the  repeal  oi^ 
the  mak  duty  was  not  vet  introduced, 
be  would  recommend  a  substitution  of  tl>e 
one  for  the  other.  He  was  much  sur- 
pitfsed  at  the  speech  of  the  learned  civilian 
.o»  tbe  isinbterial  beoch^  On  severitf 
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occaftioD8»  he  had  heard  that  learried  gen« 
tleman  condeniQ  the  tax,  and  support 
motions  for  its  repeal,  in  less  favourable 
circumstances  for  that  repeal  than  the 
present.  In  1818,  the  third  year  of 
peace,  the  learned  gentleman  had  spoke 
against  the  tax ;  but  whether  there  were 
fewer  saline  particles  on  the  ministerial 
side  or  not,  the  learned  gentleman  now  in 
the  seventh  year  of  peace,  thought  its 
repeal  too  early.  Nothing  could  give 
such  relief  to  the  manufacturer,  the  agri- 
culturist, and  the  great  body  of  people,  as 
the  measure  now  recommended.  The 
lepeal  of  one  shilling  a  bushel  on  malt, 
would  not  be  felt  by  the  consumer:  it 
would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  brewer ; 
and  would  not  make  a  difference  of  a  far- 
thing in  the  pot  of  beer. 

Sir  F.  Ommaney  said,  he  would  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  all  taxes  that  peculiarly 
affected  the  poor.  The  ground  on  which 
the  motion  was  resisted  was,  that  it  would 
diminish  the  surplus  set  apart  for-a  sink- 
ing fund  to  support  public  credit.  He 
did  not  see  the  matter  in  that  light. 
Beductions  might  be  made  in  the  expen- 
diture, to  compensate  for  the  repeal  ot  the 
salt-tax. 

Sir  J.  Sebright  would  not  only  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  but  of  other 
taxes.    The  re^>eal  of  taxes  would  not 
necessarily  reduce  the  surplus  for  a  sink- 
ing fund  until  all  the  means  of  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure  were  exbausteo. 
Betrenchment,  admitting  of  a  reduction 
of  taxes,  should  immediately  be  adopted; 
for  if  ministers  did  not  begin  retrench- 
ments now,  they  must  come  to  them  at 
last.    The  agriculture  of  the  country  was 
•uiEering  from  excessive  taxation,  and  the 
whole  community  was  interested  in  seeing 
that  agriculture  was  not  crushed.    The 
pid»lio  revenue  eould  not  be  kept  up  at  its 
present  rate,  if  the  landed  interest-  de* 
dined.    He  had  inquired  much  into  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
bis  opinion,    that  the  average   land  of 
England,  under  the  pressure  of  existing 
taxes,  would  soonjaot  only  yield  no  rent, 
but  not  be  lefl  m  cultivation.    In  this 
state  of  things,  when  the  demand  for 
diminished  taxation  was  so  general  and 
well-founded,  ministers  seemed  to  think 
that  the  repeal  of  one  shilling  on  the 
buehel  of  malt,  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  it. 
He  considered  this  trifling  reduction  as 
jin  insult,  when  mentioned  under  the  title 
^f  relief.    He  had  heard  much  of  the 
.diitrfss  of  agriculture  out  of  parliAm^t, 
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and  great  talk  of  what  the  country  gen- 
tlemen were  to  .  do,  when  parltanent 
aissembled.  They  had  hitherto  done  - 
nothing  for  their  own  relief  or  thai  of 
the  country.  He  now  called  upon  them 
to  come  forward,  if  they  did  not  wish  to 
see  their  rents  unpaid,  their  tenantry 
ruined,  their  lands  uncultivated,  and  their 
labourers  reduced  to  beggary  and  want.  - 

Mr.  LUUeton  thought  the  tax  erievoua. 
and  impolitic ;  but  considering  the  reso- 
lution which  the  House  had  lively  adopt- 
ed, to  support  public  credit  by  a  sinking 
fund  of  5,000,000/.,  and  considering  the 
present  motion  inconsistent  with  that 
resolution,  he  could  not  vote  for  its  repeal 
at  present. 

Mr.  Egerion  thought  the  tax  so  nnequal 
in  its  operations,  and  so  oppressive  to  the 
lower  orders,  that  he  would  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Bright  was  of  opinion,  that  the  only 
chance  of  immediate  relief  consisted  ut 
the  dimmution  of  the  yast  pressure  of 
taxation.  He  agreed,  that  a  sinkins  fund 
ought  to  be  kept  up,  but  thought  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  over- 
rated the  amount  that  would  be  necessary. 
When  he  saw  a  sinking  fund  to  a  much 
smaller  amount,  sufficient  to  support  the 

Cublic  credit  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  ea*- 
le  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to 
make  an  unparalleled  change  in  the  five 
per  cents  without  diminishing  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  government,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  increase  waa 
unnecessary.  Th&y  might,  he  thought, 
strike  out  of  the  estimates  many  sinecures, 
many  useless  offices,  many  boards,  an4 
lords  of  the  admiralty.  He  would  call 
upon  the  gentlemen  of  England  to  per- 
form this  duty  to  the  public;  and,  with 
respect  to  the  repeal  of  taxes,  there  was 
none,  that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  likely 
to  afford  more  general  relief  than  .thi& 
which  formed  the  subject  of  ooosider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Heygate  observed,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  adhere 
to  a  consistent  policy,  and  not  lightly.  tO' 
change  its  resotutioDs.  The  proposition 
now  made,  called  upon  them,  in  the  face  of 
one  of  the  greatest  financial  operatibns 
ever  attempted,  to  pass  a  vote  that  might 
defeat  or  prevent  its  effisct  Many  future 
opportunities  would  present  themselves  of 
effecting  retrenchment  wherever.it  was 
practiiSable :  but  they  oi^ht  not^  whBst  a 
great  measure  of  finance  was  yet  in  pro* 
gress,   to  .cut  off  part  of  tnat 
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trfaich  a  few  oighU  ago  they  had  agreed 
to  maintain.  With  regard  to  the  general 
propriety  of  the  repeal,  he  was  88tife6ed 
that  a  nnther  reduction  of  the  -doty  on 
malt  would  be-  of  more  advantage  to  the 
eommunity  at  large.  The  existing  agri* 
ealtural  distrett  was  partly  the  conse- 
quence of  too  suddenly  narrowing  the 
circulation,  and  partly  arose  from  over- 
production. He  congratulated  the  House 
and  the  country,  however,  on  the  prospect 
of  reduced  taxation.  A  million  and  a 
Jialf  had  been  already  surrendered,  and  a 
considerable  improvement  was  moreover 
k>  be.  expected  m  the  public  income.  A 
variety  <n  other  opportunities  would  occur 
for  acting  upon  a  system  of  economy, 
«id  they  bad  the  pledges  of  ministers  that 
they  would  omit  no  occasion  of  limiting 
ana  restraining  the  public  expenditure. 

Mr.  Gipps  said,  he  was  not  now  actuated 
by  any  desire  of  popularity,  but  he  con- 
ceived that  the  tax  ought  to  be  repealed, 
and  that  the  deficiency  might  be  easily 
aupplied  by  reductions  in  the  expendi- 
ture. 

Sir  C.  Burrdl  thought,  that,  consider- 
ing all  the  elements  of  the  question,  the 
repeal  of  the  tax  on  salt  would  operate 
more  relief  to  the  agriculturists,  and  to 
the  country  generally,  than  the  reduction 
of  the  doty  on  malt. 

Mr.  BeneH^  of  Wilts,  allowed,  that  the 
tax  was  generally  oppressive.  Could 
-they  not,  then,  endeavour  to  save  as  much 
out  of  the  expenditure,  as  would  enable 
them  to  abolish  it  at  once  ?  Gentlemen, 
while  they  admitted  the  hardships  of  she 
tax,  had  proposed  delay  in  the  repeal  of 
it ;  but  tliey  would  do  well  to  remember 
the  adage — **  While  the  grass  grows  the 
ateed  starves.'*  This  tax  pressed  heavily 
upon  all  classes  of  the  country;  and, 
therefore,  the  country  would  be  substan- 
tiallv  relieved  by  its  repeal,  which  would 
not  be  the  case  with  the  trifling  reduction 
4>f  one  shilling  a  bushel  upon  malt. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  he 
would  not  disguise,  that  he  felt  extreme 
anxietyfor  the  arrivalof  that  moment,  when 
the  state  of  public  credit  would  permit 
ministers,  or  point  it  out  to  them  as 
their  duty,  to  remove  a  considerable  part 
of  the  existing  taxes.  The  hoo.  mem^r 
•for  Nottin^am  had  reminded  them  of 
the  popularity  they  might  acquire,  by  the 
affirmative  of  this  ouestion.  He  hoped 
be  was  duly  sensible  of  the  value  of 
•popularity,  but  he  should  be  unworthy  of 
the^ituation  which  he  held  in  his  majesty's 


councils^  if  he  were  capable  of  sacrificing 
to  it  a  larger  interest,  and  of  yielding 
higher  considerations  to  a  temporary  and 
delusive  object.  The  hon.  member  had 
not  been  very  consistent  in  concluding 
with  such  a  recommendation,  af^er  a  tirade 
on  public  credit;  for  it  was  a  course  of 
proceeding  very  ill  calculated  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  public  credit. 
The  hon.  member  who  brought  the  pro- 
position forward,  had  placed  it  on  a  fair, 
candid,  and  parliamentary  around,  con- 
tending that  it  did  not  go,  either  in  letter 
or  in  spirit,  to  rescind  the  vote  to  which 
the  House  had  lately  acceded,  but  that 
the  one  was  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
other.  The  committee  to  which  this  sub- 
ject  had  been  referred,  felt  that  the  tax 
was  open  to  many  specious  objections, 
and  aftbrded  scope  for  a  variety  of  pathe- 
tic appeals ;  but  they  contented  themselves 
with  proposing  certain  modifications,  and 
referred  it  to  the  House  to  consider  when 
the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the  excess 
of  income  over  expenditure,  would  allow* 
of  its  repeal.  Now,  was  the  suggestion 
of  that  repeal  at  present  compatible  with 
the  late  resolution  of  the  House,  as  res- 
pected  the  sinking-fund  ?  Was  there  not 
a  great  operation  now  in  progress  in  the 
money-market?  The  hon.  mover  had 
brought  forward  his  measure  like  a  skilful 
parliamentary  tactician ;  and,  doubting  the 
success  of  a  project  for  totally  abolishing 
this  branch  oif  the  revenue,  he  had  pro- 
posed to  effect  the  measure  by  three  suc- 
cessive gradations.  But,  unless  they  were 
prepared  for  an  infraction  of  the  system 
which  was  recognised  but  a  few  nights 
since,  they  would  not  lend  their  counte- 
nance to  this  progressive  principle  of  re- 
duction. Let  them  recollect,  that  if  this 
motion  was  carried,  there  would  be  no 
barrier  against  other  reductions.  There  was 
a  power^l  partyi  whose  avowed  object  it 
was,  to  destroy  the  sinking  fund ;  though 
by  this  means  the  credit  of  the  country 
would  be  laid  prostrate.  Let  not  gentlemen 
suffer  themselves  to  be  entangled,  or 
become  the  allies  of  the  common  enemy. 
If  honourable  members  were  not  on  their 
guard,  the  enemy  would  obtain  a  triumph, 
even  whilst  the  House  was  decidedly 
against  them.  The  repealers  of  one  night 
would  boast  that  their  scheme  was  drawn 
up  with  a  view,  to  the  conservation  of  the 
sinking  fund ;  and  afterwards  would  come 
the  hon.  member  for  Nottingham,  and 
press  for  the  repeal  of  the  leather  tax, 
and  for  another  slice,  no  less  indeed  than 
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eO0fi00l,9  from  lb*  sifikiog  find.  Now, 
from  the  state  of  the  mon^  market,  the 
aaving  effected  by  the  reauction  in  the 
6  per  cents,  would  not  exceed  U2QO,O0OL, 
and  the  whole  of  this,  together  with  the 
«xtra  260,000/.  of  the  ftinkiog  fund,  would 
be  counterbalanced  bj  the  diminution  of 
the  malt  duty.  He  hoped  the  Houte 
would  beware,  then,  of  the  trap  which 
was  set  for  it;  mioiaters,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  aayy  had  auipaased  the  expectationa 
pf  the  House  ?     They  had  indisputably 

tone  beyond  the  auggestions  of  the 
n^ce  committee,  nor  was  it  to  be  aup« 
posed,  that  they  had  closed  the  account 
of  reductions.  It  must  be  remembered, 
fiowever,  that  as  far  as  reduction  bad  gone, 
there  was  pro  tamto  less  field  fmr  it  remain- 
jog.  The  proposition  before  them  went 
to  shake  our  financial  system  to  its  base* 
in  the  army  no  further  reduction  could  at 
this  moment  take  place.  Honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  were  willing  to  grant 
ivhat  additional  troops  might  be  requisite 
^  the  immediate  exigency,  and  it  aeemed 
idso  to  be  admitted,  that  the  Navy  and 
Prdnanoe  were  at  theur  lowest  estaiblish- 
meat.  It  was  only  in  the  civil  branches 
of  exipeaditure,  that  retrenchment  was 
considered  practicable:  and  what  very 
oxtenaiva  aaving  could  be  effected  on  the 
two  milliona  compoaing  the  civil  liat? 
IM  not  gentlemen,  then,  proceed  to  ahake 
that  system  which  they  bad  recognised, 
and  inflict  a  fatal  wound  on  public  credit, 
for  the  sake  of  premature  or  apeotilative 
retrenchroenta. .  When  the  proper  time 
arrived,  miniates  would  not  fiEul  to  evince 
the  aame  dispeaitioD  that  actuated  them 
now,  and  avail  themaelvea  of  the  firat 
opportunity  of  cutting  down  uaelesa  ex- 
penditure. But  he  called  on  the  Houae, 
|o  keep  faith  with  the  public,  and  not  to 
recede  from  the  pledgea  given  in  the 
midst  of  a  financial  operation,  so  nearly 
aiecting.  the  intercata  of  the  atockliolder, 
and  the  future  credit  of  the  countrv.  If 
pur  financial  system  was  to  be  sacrificed, 
at  least  let  it  be  pulled  down  openly  and 
directly;  but  be  conjured  them  not  to 
Irifle  with  their  former  vote,  nor  get  rid 
of  it  by  a  ooucse  of  proceeding  ao  preju- 
dicial to  the  character  of  parliament. 

Sir  7*  Lethbridgi  said,  that  hia  majea- 
ty*a  miniatera  were  not,  lie  feared,  auffi- 
cientiy  apprized  of  the  existing  diatreaa* 
For  hia  own  part,  the  speech  from  the 
throne  had  raised  a  sospiaon  in  hia  mind, 
|hat  it  waa  not  intended  to  grant  that  re* 
lief,  without  which  he  trembled  for  the 
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Poaaeqaeaaea     Under  dAimuitoaaitelie 
bad  conaidered  their  fnropoaed  rotPuach*^ 
menu aa  inadequate;  for  tnxitioa,  if  not 
the  primary,  knuH  be  regarded  as  an  anx- 
iliary  cause  of  the  diaireas.  He  perceived 
with  regrett  that  the  landed  ialerest  was 
iailing  in  that  House.    He  tBd  net  ictlow 
the  causes  which  bad  led  to  this  reauk; 
^ut  it  was  powerfully  impreaaed  apon  hia 
mind,  tbat  the  gentleaien  who  rqirea^nted 
the  landed  intereat  in  that  Uonae,  btA  kf 
^me  extraordinary  aaeana  beeninihiced 
to   turn   their  backs  npon   Aemeelvaa, 
He  waa  afraid  it  waa  mtendfed  to  eacvifioe 
the  country  to  the  debt.     Ood  fii^bid 
that  he  abould  apeak  with  diaraapeat  of 
the  mooied  intereat,  which  might  be  cal- 
led one  of  the  great  armaof  t£s  eoonfrj ; 
indeed,  he  believed  tkat  m  dm  preamt 
moment  it  waa  in  the  angtggate  fveftitnr 
than  the  land*    He  could  not,  li^blrer, 
help  thinking  that  it  waaaapporiediiali 
great  measure  ai  the  sole  expenee  of  dm 
land.    In  the  view  which  he  enaertaised 
of  tbefireaent  wants  of  the  country,  be 
could  not  rest  satisfied  with  a  reduotion 
of  the  aalt-tax  iherely ;  bnt,  in  the  ab- 
aence  of  a  greater  propoaed  i*elief,   he 
would  cling  to  that^  aa  a  drowning  umb 
would  catch  at  a  atraw.    He  did  not  difar 
with  miniaters  on  the  aubjeot  of  their  ge^ 
neral  policy ;  on  the  contrary,  he  looked 
up  to  them  aa  men  4f  great  and  apldildid 
character.    In  theh'  general  line  or  p<^cy 
they  possessed  his  oonfidenee,  ami  he  bb- 
lievea  they  also  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  Englaad-4ie  meant  the 
legitimate  people,  for  the  hon.  hieHiber 
for  Hertfonlshire  had  drawn  a  just  dis- 
tinction between  the  real  and  the  false 
people,  describing  the  former  to  conaiat 
of  the  numly  veomanry,  and  the  latter  to 
be    compoaed  of  a  certain  unfortnoate 
portion  of  the  population  which  inhabited 
great  manniaoturiBg  towna.  But  akhoogh 
he  at  preaent  plaoM  confidence  in  minia- 
tera for  their  general  policy,  he  would 
tell  them,  that  if  they  peraiated  In  the  re- 
aolution  which   they  appeared  to   have 
adopud,  of  aacrifidag  the*  landed  to  the 
monied  intereat,  he  wotild  soon  withdraw 
it  from  them.     He  waa  convmced  that 
mmisters  would  dread  to  lose  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country*    He  knew  them  to 
be  men  of  great  talenU  and  ao«md  tmdef^ 
atanding,  and  that  they  would  not  wiah  tn 
govern  the  qou<itry  without  earrytag  with 
them  ita  confidence  and  aapport.    He  en- 
treated  them,   therefimre,   tor  ifaeir  o<wn 
to  reconaider  the  readmiaaa  to 
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iphieli  tiiey  hafl  oome  upon  tfae  Mbjict  of 
Ibe  dimiiiiM  of  the-  coooirj.  He  was 
perstndMl  thit  the  aggiiegaf  nwtried  pro* 
perty  of  the  Idngdom  did  not  bear  ittfair 
thane  of  the  borcbent  of  the  country; 
With  reelect  to  th0<}uetlMHi  before  the 
iioiiae,  he  wiBbcdthet  the  rapeol  of  the 
tax  had  not  been  •proposed  to  be  gradual, 
b«t  total  and  rannediate.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  the  nMtkm  wotild  be  car- 
ried; for  ahhoagh  the  ratief  it  proposed 
was  smallt  jet  it  was  soinethiog*  llobody 
oi^ht  to  lie  snrprtsed  at  the  seatiments 
which  he  had  kk  it  his  duty  te  submit  to 
theHoese.  It  was  for  hioa  to  refledthe 
opioiotis  of  thoae  wbo  sent  hiai  there, 
la  the  nane  of  his  conaCitneots  he 
fepresented  -their  distresses,  aiid  called 
vpon  goverameot  to  cone  forward  with 
other  nieasuras  to  afford  them  veUef 
than  thoae  they  bad  proposed,  whidi  were 
cotally  inadequate  for  tmit  pnrpose. 

Mr*  •/•  Jlfar^'n  said,  he  sboold  sopport 
4l»  motion  on  the  prioctple  of  economy, 
beUe¥ing  that  it  woidd  not  interfere  with 
his  fanner  vote* 

Sir  E.  KnaicklwU  folt  persuaded  that 
the  country  gentlemen  woold  discharge 
their  duty,  unawed  by  any  intimidation  or 
treats  from  one  side  of  the  House,  and 
nniniluenoed  by  any  seductions  of  power 
•or  authority  from  the  other.  If^  on  a 
former  aicht,  he  had  given  by  bis  vote  a 
distinct  pledge  to  sustain,  under  ill  cir- 
•cttmstances,  a  sinking  fund  to  the  precise 
nmouatof five  isillions,  he meift certainly 
would  not  vote  for  She  repeal  of  the  ux 
<m  salt ;  but,  foeling  that  he  made  no  such 
pledge-— considering  that  his  vote  only 
^ent  to  the  extent  of  viewing  a  sinkiag 
iiiod  as  a  benefit,  be  diould  support  the 
motion.  He  did  act  bcKeve  that  the 
jnnking  fund  would  be  endangered,  if  the 
House  should  resolve  to  rapeal  the  tax 
upon  salt;  for  ministers  could  eiect 
further  r^eodimeota  to  meet  their  dimi. 
aisbed  income. 

Mr.  T.  WUi9H  thought  the  principle 
«f  the  flsotiod  good,  bat  that  the  motion 
itself  was  far  from  wise  at  that  meaoent. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  if  any  man 
had  heard  all  the  speeches  of  the  mem» 
inrs  who  had  that  night  addcessed  the 
House,  with  the  exceptioa  of  thecooclud- 
ing  sentence  of  some  of  them  and  the 
whole  of  the  q>eech  of  the  noble  marquis, 
that  auditor  must  have  concluded^  that 
there  h.eTer  was  a  more  unanwoous  and 
harmoniotis  assembly,  or  ene  in  which 
diere  was  less  likely  to  be  a  difiereaca  ta 


Ihedeeiskls.  Indeed,  not  sword  Imd fid* 
leu  from  any  meaibery  in  which  the  repre« 
bansion  of  the  prinople  of  that  odious 
tax  had  only  been  exceeded  by  the  ab- 
berrenoe  whicb  all  pronomced  at  the 
machineiy.  Whether  then,  on  the  greond 
of  the  surplus  for  a  sinking  fond  being 
considered  sacred,  or  whe(£iBr  retreodi- 
ment,  ao  Icudlv  cdled  for,  was  not  to  be 
carried  into  effect,  he  would  still  venture 
to  predict,  that  if  the  House  did  its  daty, 
that  tax,  which  all  agreed  in  i«probating, 
would  be  repealed.  But  if  the  House 
itself  did  not  force  it^if  it  waited  until 
the  noble  marquis  had  discovered  a  ptae- 
ticable  mode  of  retrenchment  then  lie 
would  {NTcdict,  that  the  House  woald 
neither  see  any  ejrstem  of  ietrenchmeaa, 
nor  again  hear  of  the  repeal  of  the  sail- 
tax.  But  the  noble  aaarquis  appeared  to 
think  that  there  was  a  «reat  inconsistency 
in  voting  for  the  repeal,  in  those  gentk»- 
men  who  had'  supported  the  resolution 
proposed  on  a  former  night.  He  denied 
that  inference  altogether.  There  was 
nothing  in  that  Tesolotion  whicb  pledged 
ite  supporters  to  any  such  coune.  Talnng 
that  resolution  in  its  fidlest  eiMnt*  whe- 
ther fSotQ  warn  was  one  or  five  millions  for 
the  sinking  fund,  neither  these  who  voted 
for  it,  nor  thoae  who  voted  agaiast  it  were 
predaded  bv  that  vote  ftorn  exereiskig 
their  free  judfgment  on  lbs  propriety  cf  a 
repeal  of  this  tax.  Thoae  only  were  pi». 
dnded  from  simporting  the  motion^  wim 
had  pledged  tnemselves  dot  to  eupport 
any  propoaition  of  fotoee  retrcncfaiiient. 
He  hoped  tiie  House  would  tike  waminft 
firom  die  use  which  the  neb4e  marqafi 
made  of  the  vote  into  which  he  had  be- 
guiled them  on  a  former  occasloo,  sndnot 
sufer  themselves  to  be  again  dnped%  If 
^  the  time  the  chanoeUor  of  the-  ex di»- 
quer  proposed  to  the  House  that  veMo- 
tion,  any  ban.  member  had  said  to  the 
Hou8e»^^  Do  not  vote  for  it,  for  if  you 
do,  yoa  wi]l|dedge  yourselvea  againsi  all 
reductian  of  taxation,  because  the  ttfeao- 
ing  of  the  vote  is  not  only  that  a  Sinking 
fond  of  five  millions  is  to  be  kept  saerra, 
but  that  no  man  shall  voce  for  the  repeal 
of  any  tax,  however  odious  it  mar  be"-^ 
if  any  person  had  said  this,  he  beNeved 
the  noble  marquis,  in  conformity  with 
his  asnal  tactics,  would  have  rcpfitd  ■ 
^  Ljstea  to  no  suchproposltfon :  vo«e  far 
the  resolttttoa  now,  and  when  the  taxes 
Mme  to  be  discussed  tetUoim^  yea  nsqr 
then  make  up  your  miads  to  retain  ok  re- 
ject tbem.'r  «cii«maa[ibeia|hQWe¥av^iah 
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cautiontly  YOltd  for  the  retoltilioDi  and 
then  tlie  noble  nunt|uif,  having  naSed 
.  them,  as  it  were,  said,  *<  You  shall  not  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  this  tax,  however  unjust 
and  iniurtous  it  may  be,  because  700 
have  pledged  yourselves  against  the  repeal 
of  any  tax  un&l  there  shaU  be  a  new  8ur« 
plus  of  revenue.  From  this  specimen  of 
the  conduct  of  the  noble  marquis,  the 
House  might  antidpate  with  certainty 
.that  their  vote  of  that  night  if  it  should 
be  unfavourable  to  the  motion,  would  be 
construed  into  a  pledge  against  all  reduc- 
tion during  the  course  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. When  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
should  show,  in  the  committee  of  sup|4y 
that  such  and  such  places  and  salaries  were 
useless,  and  ought  not  to  be  retained,  the 
•noble  marquis  would  say,  *<  You  must  not 
abolish  these  offices,  because  on  Thuraday 
night  you  voted  against  the  repeal  of  the 
salt-tax,  on  the  ground  that  no  further  re- 
duction could  be  effected.  [The  marquis 
of  Londonderry  ottered  an  expression  of 
.dksent.]  All  be  could  say  was,  that  if 
the  noble  marquis  did  entertain  any  such 
design,  he  hoped  the  House  would  force 
him  tp  carry  it  into  execution.  If  the 
House  should  repeal  the  salt-tax,  the  no- 
ble marquis  would  do  as  he  had  done  in , 
1816,  and  reduce  still  further.  Upon  the 
last  occasion  when  his  hon  friend  brought 
forward  his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the 
salt-tax,  it  was  defeated  by  a  small  majo- 
rity of  nine  only.  What  would  be  the 
CTOCt  produced  upon  the  country  if  the 
House  should  now,  when  the  burthen- 
some  eflect  of  all  taxes  was  augmented 
by  the  change  in  the  value  of  the  cur- 
rency, oppose  the  proposed  reduction. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  protested  against 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman. He  implored  the  House  to  r&- 
.fleet  on  the  situation  in  which  it  had  so 
honourably  placed  itself  by  the  resolution 
of  1819,  and  instead  of  rescinding  that 
vote,  he  trusted  they  would  re-affirm  it 
by  their  decision  of  that  night.  Did  any 
man  doubt  the  construction  that  was  put 
by  the  country  on  their  vote  a  few  nights 
back  ?  Were  not  the  holders  of  five  per 
cent  stock  at  that  moment  engaged  in  a 
negociation  beneficial  to  the  public  inter- 
est, on  the  guarantee  which  that  vote  gave 
to  Uie  public  creditor?     He   was,   on 

grounds  wholly  distinct  firom  any  conn- 
orations  of  revenue,  opposed  to  any 
pledge  from  parliament,  as  to  any  gra- 
dual repeal  of  taxation.  Such  a  pMge 
4dways  operated  prejudicially  to  the  in- 
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terests  of  the  dealer  and  consiraier  of 
the  article  so  taxed.  Ha  would  not  then 
enter  into  any  detailed  statement  of  the 
public  revenue :  the  expenditure  was  50 
millions ;  the  income  56  millions.  After 
applying  83  millions  to  the  jpayment  of  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  tliere  reauuned 
17  millions  for  the  four  great  departments 
of  the  state— army,  navy,  ordnance,  and 
miscellaneous  services.  From  which  of 
these  grants  could  a  reduction  be  made  ? 
He  had  the  authority  of  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  that  the  army  must  not  be  re- 
duced. With  respect  to  the  navy,  even 
\he  hon.  member  for  Montrose  was  wil- 
ling, though  he  called  for  a  reduction  of 
the  marines,  to  give  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  seamen.  His  hon.  friend  him- 
self had  complimented  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment. He  did  not  take  any  part  of 
that  compliment  to  himself;  but  with  re- 
gard to  those  whom  he  had  the  honour  to 
call  his  colleaeues,  bv  what  means  had 
they  secured  the  confidence  of  the  hon. 
baronetand  the  House  I  It  had  been,  by 
pursuing,  through  a  period  of  great  dim* 
culty,  a  course  the  opposite  of  that  wihich 
his  hon.  friend  in  contcadiction  to  hb 
usual  practice,  now  advocated-^by  rigidly 
upholding  the  national  futh,  and  the  pub** 
lie  character  of  the  country.  If  the 
House,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  a  tempo- 
rary and  partial  popularity,  should  ac- 
cede to  this  motion,  they  would  do  that, 
which  was  at  variance  with  Uie  best  inter- 
ests of  the  countrv,  and  of  which,  he  be- 
lieved, they  would  speedily  repent. 

Mr.  Maberly  rose,  to  correct  the  stote- 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  secretary,  who  had 
said,  there  was  no  possibilirjr  of  retrench- 
ment out  of  a  revenue  of  17  millions. 
Now,  the  saving  was  not  to  take  place  out 
of  17  millions,  but  out  of  25  millionf* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  asked, 
woidd  tney  reduce  the  army?  Would 
they  reduce  the  navy  ?  and  so  on.  He 
would  say,  no  1  But  out  of  the  expense 
of  collecting  the  revenue,  there' might  be 
a  saving,  which  would  more  than  cover  the 
whole  of  this  tax* 

After  a  short  reply  from  Mr.  Calcrafl 
the  House  divided.  For  Mr.  Calcraft^s 
motion  165.  Against  it  169.  Majority 
against  the  motion  4. 

LUt  of  the  Minority. 
Abercromby,  hon.J.       Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Allen,  J.  H.  Barfaam,  J.  F.  jun. 

Althorp,  vise.  Baring,  sirT. 

Acland,  sirT.  D.  Bamm,  vise. 

Astley,  sir  J.  D.  Barrett,  S.  M.    .  XV 
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HOUS£  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday 9  March  I. 
Ilchester  Gaol— Treatment  of 
Mr.  Hukt.]— Mr,  i/oMoti^^  said  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  petition,  signed  by  upwards 
of  5,000  persons  living  in  the  town  of 
Blackburn,  in  Lancashire,  complaining  of 
the  hard  treatment  to  which  Mr.  Hunt 
was  subjected  in  Ilchester  saol,  and  pray- 
ing that  the  House  would  address  the 
king  to  commute  the  sentence  of  Mr. 
Hunt,  or  at  least  to  rescind  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  quarter  sessions  for 
the  county  of  Somerset,  in  consequence  of 
which  Mr.  Hunt  was  now  so  severely 
treated.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  express  his  disapprobation  of 
the  manner  in  which  Mr*  Hunt  had  been 
treated  during  his  confinement,  and  par- 
ticularly censured  the  resolution  whiA 
had  been  adopted  at  the  last  quarter  ses* 
sions  for  Somersetshire  for  the  regulation 
of  Ilchester  gaol.  He  eulogized  the  con« 
duct  of  the  commissioners,  and  dwelt  at 
length  upon  a  variety  of  details,  which 
have  already  appeared  before  the  public. 
He  called  upon  the  House  to  look  at  the 
total  absence  of  control  in  the  prison. 
The  gaoler  was  not  checked  by  the 
surgeon,  the  surgeon  by  the  Coroner,  nor 
the  coroner  by  the  magistrates.  Let 
them  remember  the  abuses  and  cruehiea 

S roved :  Hillyer  loaded  with  irons^  and 
eheld,  so  loaded,  without  interference  by 
the  magistrates ;  and  Mary  Cuer,  with  her 
new-born  child,  exposed  to  cold  and 
hunger.  Let  mernben  advert  to  the  bad- 
ness of  the  breads  and  to  the  impurity  of 
the  water— to  the  absence  of  air  and  sun- 
shioe,  and  to  the  presence  of  instruments 
of  torture  unparalleled  but  by  those 
-brought  over  in  the  Spanish  armada.  Mr. 
HuDt'A  imprisontnedt  was  an  evil  as  re- 
garded himself,  but  it  had  been  the  source 
^incalculable  adyantage  to  the  comiiitt. 
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nttr :  and,  mlmMmet  had  been  h&r  conrie 
before  he  weM  to  gtol,  his  conduct  ikice 
bad  made  him  a  public  benefaetor*  The 
least  that  goTerament  ought  to  do  for 
Mr.  Hunt  would  be  to  uke  care  that  his 
heavy  senteoce  was  not  aggravated  by  ill 
treatment, 

Mn  Dkkimw  asfured  the  House  thait 
there  was  every  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  magistrates  of  SomersetsWre  to  cany 
amelioration  as  to  gaol  discipline  into 
effect 

Mr.  Bemdmd,  that  by  the  Slst  Geo* 
Srdy  the  county  magistrates  had  t>ower, 
in  cases  of  necessity,  to  revise  ana  alter 
rules  ^kid  down  by  judges  of  session. 
Such  power  might  be  beseSdally  exer- 
cised in  the  pvescQt  case. 
.«  Mr.  fV.  Smith  knew  nothing  at  all  of 
Mr.  Hunt;  but  believed  that,  as  far  as 
Chester  gsel  was  cooQen»ed»  he  had  been 
tjbe  means  of  producing  very  considerable 
good.  The  House  had  beeiD  told  thsit 
prisoners  aggrieved  hod  the  power  of 
complaiQtog  to  visiting  magistrates ;  but 
the  report  of  the  commissionett  proved 
such  power  lo  be  insufficient;  for  it 
daclarodf  tha|t  the  regulfitions  of  the 
tistting  maffistrates  themselves  had  been 
of  acootradtctory  and  irritating  tendency. 
.  Sir  B.  fViliom  thought  the  visiting 
ao^gistrates  descfved  blame  fbr  oot  having 
wenctsed  a  more,  strict  vutilance  over  the 
cendaei  of  the  giM>ler.  The  manner  ia 
fVhieb  ihey  allowed  one  of  the  prisoners 
t9  remain  with  iroo  bi^odoidb  round  bis 
yrfi$tii$  which  weighed  lea  pounds  and  a 
hal^  oould  not  bB  loo  much  reprobateid* 
Sacli  was  ibe  terror  which  the  oppression 
pf  has  keepers  inspirod,  that  when  this  un«- 
foittuQate  prisoner  was  bvoqgbt  before  the 
cpminissioaen,  he  oflwar  ventured  toeoin- 
plain. 

Mf*JP'  Moore  did  Aot  know  Mr.  Hu^t: 
biH  b^  bsew  that  he  «|is  a  British  subjefit. 
that  h^  had  been  barbarously  treated^  and 
fKSf  ea^'tled  to  the  pseteotien  of  tha^ 
ij^use*.  He  hoped  every  asan  would  feel 
thiat  Mi;.  Huat!s  case  might  one  day  be 
Jiis  4>m»»  and  take  it  up  aooosdingly^  If 
mm'isuui^  did  not  interfere  in  Mmig  «f 
jti^e  whs  wer#  thus  ofpseised^  th^ 
jnoM  not  do  their  duty. 
.   Onieredtolie^OAibeUbte^ 

a^NUKG  Fvv^J  Mr.  Bankffi  oynred 
iior  aqeounls  of  the  aapjiial  st^aek  rsdeenr 
edt  Aftbepabliedehlf  with  a  oilcehitipp 
Af  the  aSrot  that  would  be  yiwtired  4mi 
4(^fwcipi)  of  d^dfliUJiiibajfiQiim  Af; 
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<ten  yeaaii  by  the  operatkmef  m  Sinkiafg 
Fund  of  5,000,0001.  at  simple  and  at  com* 
pound  interest;  and  other  papery  con- 
nected with  the  same  subjects. 

Mr.  GraifeU  wished  to  ask  the  chan* 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  whether  it  was 
his  intention  that  the  present  aaaouot  of 
five  millions  eolv  should  be  applied  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt,  or  wlietbar  that 
sum  was  to  be  allewed  to  accumulate  at 
compound  interest  lor  the  same  object. 

The  Chaneettor  of  the  Exckequer  re- 
plied, that  it  was  his  intention,  as  soon  as 
the  financial  arrangements  for  the  present 
year  were  concluded,  and  the  hudgal; 
opened,  to  move  for  the  appointasent  of  a 
committee  of  em^iry  into  the  means  of 
adopting  a  phia  for  the  simplification  of 
the  p«£lie  accounts.  He  should  then 
propose  that  the  sinking  fund  shodd  be 
made  a  particular  object  of  attention.  It 
would  be  for  the  House  Chen  to  consider, 
whether  the  accumulation  by  compound 
interest  should  be  applied  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  debt,  or  whether  it  sheukt  be 
left  to  the  disposal  of  nailiameifit.  Tho 
question  was  one  whicn  would  reqwire 
great  sttention,  because,  if  thev  deoded 
upon  the  latter  course,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  repeal  several  acts  which  new  re- 
gulated the  application  of  the  fund. 

Mr.  'lierncy  expressed  his  conviction, 
that  the  noble  marquis  had,  in  stating  hb 
general  plan  totheJHouse,  held  it  oat,  as 
theintentiflsi  of  ministers,  to  reduce  a  mil- 
lion of  taxaa  oaoU  year,  and  to  pioeaed 
with  reductions  ia  the  years  foHowiog. 
But  n^w  fhej  found  that  all  the  jrefief  to 
be  afibrded  was,  the  reductloo  of  one  shil- 
ling a  quarter  upon  malt. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  denied 
that  he  had,  in  point  of  fact,  said  that 
there  wouU  be  any  farther  repeals  of 
taxes.  What  he  stated  was,  that  the 
House  hava^  pMged  itself  in  1810!,  to 
establish  a  smxHir  fund  of  five  milNeof^ 
and  that  lesokmon  being  now  accom- 
plished, it  would  be  left  open  to  parfia* 
ment  in  what  manner  it  shotiJd  maxe  use 
of  Any  accruing  surplus  therefrom*  He 
distinctly  stated  Abe  future  reduet^^a  ^ 
taxes  t  jr  be  d^pea(Aent  on  the  will  of  m> 
liament,  when  «t  ji^uld  have  these  fciiinr 
sums  at  its  di^Nisil.  He  left  it  ojpen  te 
parliament  in  this  manner;  and  at  the 
same  time  he  observed,  that  fte  discreva 
of  the  cpon^  appeared  to  him  to  ^HfoT 
the  re](^.  cut  ni^t  agricuHuDdintereait 
should  revive  before  the  period  arriae^ 
the  Houae  was  aot  pledged  to  any  p^piir 
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eukir  oourie  #tib  regard  to  the  funds  that 
irouM  be  pUiced  ix  ita  diaposal*  He 
hoped*  therelbre»  that  it  would  be  borne 
bi  mind,  that  he  never  did  say  that  any 
surplus  which  might  ante,  should  of  ne- 
cessity be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
tanes. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  contended,  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  sinking  fund  could  not  be  at 
the  disposal  of  parnament,  as  the  noble 
marquis  seemed  to  consider  it.  Without 
the  i:epeal  of  several  acts,  parliament 
eouM  not  touch  the  compound  interest, 
growioe  out  of  the  five  millions.  When 
the  ttome  lord  said  thai  such  accumula- 
tions were  at  the  disposition  of  parliament, 
be  announced  that  the  sinking  fund»  upon 
Ibe  principle  of  accumulating  by  com- 
pound interest,  was  at  an  end. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  that 
what  he  spoke  of  was,  any  surplus  that 
might  accrue  beyond  the  five  million^  to 
be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  Tflnttfy  expressed  his  astonishment 
a|  hearing  the  noble  lord  speak  of  a  sur- 
plus of  five  millions,  when  in  fact  there 
was  no  sudi  thing.  He  could  understand 
Ibe  present  manoeuvre  of  the  noble  lord 
very  well ;  it  was  to  destroy  the  old  ma- 
chinery of  the  sinkinff  fund,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  it  into  his  own  hands.  He 
contended,  that  the  oroduoe  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  must  be  laia  out  at  compound 
interest,  as  the  law  now  stood. 

Mr.  ElUce  thou|ht  the  subject  should 
be  discussed  in  all  its  branches,  and  hoped 
that  an  ample  debate  would  take  place 
upon  it  at  some  future  opportunity. 

Mr.  Maberly  ssid,  he  had  under- 
Stood  from  the  noble  marquis,  that  an  an- 
nual reduction  of  taxes  was  to  ensue.  It 
would  be  much  better  for  the  noble  lord 
not  to  come  down  to  the  House  to  make 
statements  which  were  to  be  contradicted 
upon  another  occasion.  The  finance  ac- 
couata  which  he  had  {^resented  to  the 
House,  were  also  fallacious ;  or  else  the 
annual  accounts  were  ^llacious.  They 
were,  in  fact,  both  fallacious ;  some  in  one 
thing  and  some  in  another.  He  had  been 
to  the  Treasurer  to  enquire  into  some  of 
the  contnulictions,  and  to  endeavour  io 
pet  them  explained.  He  saw  there  a  very 
intelligent  gentleman,  Mr.  Mill;  but  he 
was  quite  unable  to  reconcile  the  acoounts. 
As  it  was  his  intention  to  submit  a  aMtion 
%Q  the  House  upon  this  subject,  at  some 
fiiture  period,  he  should  say  no  more  at 
preaent* 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  repeated, 
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that  1^  had  dtitinctl^  stated  that  it  would 
be  left  open  to  parliament  as  to  whatibey 
should  do  with  any  surplus  which  miffht 
arise  hereafter.  It  was  for  them  to  decide 
whether  it  should  be  applied  solely  to  the 
reduction  of  taxes,  or  divided  with  any 
other  object;  whether  the  whole  sum 
should  accumuUite  at  compound  interest, 
or  whether  the  whole  suq)lus  should  be 
taken  or  any  part  of  it. 

Lord  Akhorp  said,  he  had  understood 
distinctly  that  these  prospective  reducv 
tions  were  announced. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rer 
marked  upon  what  had  fidkn  from  an  boo* 
member  relative  to  his  applying  at  the 
Treasury  for  information  respecting  the 
public  accounts.  Tbd  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  thai  he  learnt  there  that  those 
accounts  were  erroneous.  He  would 
venture  to  say  that,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  mistaken  what  he  had  beard.  If  the 
gentleman  to  whom  he  had  appFied,  M>* 
Hill  (than  whom  a  more  intelligent  and 
valuable  servant  of  the  public  did  not 
exist),  were  at  the  bar  of  that  House,  he 
would  reconctlei«ll  the  pubh'c  accounts  of 
which  the  hon.  member  complained. 

Sir  if.  Parnell  said,  that  the  simplifica- 
tion of  accounts  ought  to  be  extended  to 
all  the  public  departments. 

Mr.  Hume  condenlned  the  incorrectness 
of  the  public  accounts.  There  were 
scarcely  two  Treasury  accounts  laid  on 
that  table  which  asreed  with  each  other ; 
and  this  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  when 
they  went  into  the  committee  upon  the 
subject.  He  thought  ministers  ought  to 
efiect  the  simplification  of  the  accounts 
themselves,  without  calling  upon  the 
House  to  do  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimatbs^Lords  of  ths 
Admiralty.]  The  House  resolved  it- 
self into  a  committee  on  4he  Navy  Esti- 
mates. After  several  resolutions  had 
been  acreed  to. 

Sir  John  Osborn  smd,  that  as  the  esti- 
mates for  wear  and  tear  had  beeti  disposed 
of,  it  now  became  his  duty  to  submit  the 
votes  for  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
service  of  the.  navy  for  the  year  1822.  He 
was  glad  that  this  duty  devolved  upon  him 
at  a  period  when  the  recurrence  of  peace 
enabled  him  to  submit  to  parhament  re* 
duced  estimates  for  the  naval  service  of 
the  country,  and  to  evince  the  disposition 
ef  government  to  reduce,  in  a  contid^ir-* 
afalatie^e,  the  public  expenditure.  Th» 
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navy  ettimatei  were  diTided  into^  two 
branches— the  ordinary  and  extraordinair* 
The  ordinary  comprised  the  establish* 
mentfor  the  difierent  public  oflkes,  for 
the  dock-yards,  harbour  mooring,  and 
such  senrices,  together  with  the  half-pay 
of  the  superannuation  pensions,  naval  and 
ciTil.  The  extraordinary  comprised  the 
keeping  and  repairins  ships,  the  expenses 
of  dock-yards  not  otherwise  disposed  of; 
and  in  both  of  these  divisions  there  was  a 
considerable  reduction  for  the  present 
yean  In  the  ordinary  estimates,  there 
was  i  reduction'  of  50,000/. ;  and  in  the 
extraordinary,  a  reduction  otTllMOl.  It 
was  obvious  that  the  reduction  of  some  of 
the  offices  imposed  an  expenditure  for  re* 
iMog  provisions ;  there  was  no  increase  in 
the  half-pay  of  the  ordinary,  but  there 
was  an  increase  of  75,000^*  in  the  widows' 
pensions.  The  other  increase  was  in  the 
auperannuation  pensions.  In  the  prin* 
ctpal  departments  of  the  navy  in  London ; 
~  imely ,  in  the  Admiralty  and  the  Navy 
iy*omce,  a  reduction,  as  compared  with 
kt  year,  of  41,00Q(.  had  been  effected ; 
in  the  dock  yards,  8,700fb;  in  theforajring 
yards  l,400i.;  in  the  Victualling  office, 
10,200^,  besides  some  reductions,  which 
amounted  to  a  considerable  sum.  There 
had  been  an  increase  of  75,000/.  in  the 
widows'  charges,  and  of  90,000/.  in  the 
superannuation  list,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
already  sUted;  but  it  fell  short  of  the 
saving  eflected  in  these  branches  of  the 
naval  service.  In  the  extraordinary  branch, 
a  great  reduction  would  be  found  under 
the  head  of  estimates  for  building  and  re- 
pairing ships,  which  amounted  to^2,000/.; 
and  158,600/.  from  the  expense  of  Sheer- 
ness  works.  He  begged  also  to  state  that 
the  new  work  at  Sheerness  w#ttld  be  com- 
pleted this  year;  and  that  the  only  re- 
maining expense  would  be  for  the  old 
work,  which  could  be  p;radually  supplied. 
He  concluded  by  movmg  «  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  57,616/.  5s.  Id,  be  granted 
to  his  majesty  for  defrsying  the  salaries 
and  contingent  expenditure  of  the  Ad- 
miralty office  for  the  year  1822." 
'  Sir  M.  W'  RtAley  rose,  on  the  question 
being  put,  and  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  renew  his  motion  in  that  committee  for 
the  reduction  of  the  ^rant  for  defraying 
the  salaries  of  the  junior  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty. One  of  the  objections  formerly 
'iir|ed  against  his  motion  was,  that  the 
existing  number  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  board  was  die  same  ever  shice 
Its  original  formation ;  and  that,  in  fkcti 
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usage  and  custom  sanctioned  the  present 
constitution  of  the  admiralty  board.  Now, 
that  statement  was  not  correct :  the  ad- 
miralty board  was  formed  in  the  time  of 
king  William.  From  authentic  informa- 
tion, he  found  that  in  the  year  1702  there 
were  but  four  junior  lords:  the  same 
number  continued  in  1709;  in  17H  there 
were  five,  and  the  same  number  remained 
in  1717 ;  since  then  the  number  hsd  been 
increased  to  six.  A  period  of  47  years 
only  had  elapsed  since  that  increase,  and 
his  first  motion  for  their  reduction-4i 
length  of  time  not  sufficient  to  give  the 
sacried  character  of  prescription  to  the  in- 
creased number.  When  they  looked  at 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  and 
at  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  ships 
and  men  required  for  the  public  service, 
they  most  at  once  be  struck  with  the  fact, 
that  the  time  had  come  when  this  board 
oaght  to  be  reduced.  Let  them  look  at 
the  number  of  seamen  voted  for  the  pre- 
sent year.  There  were  only  21,000  men 
reqtured,  and  119  ships  kept  in  commis- 
sion.  But  if  140,000  men  were  considered 
necessary  during  the  war,  and  1,200 
vessels,  and  if  six  jimior  lords  were  at 
such  a  period  competent  to  transact  the 
ordinary  business  of  such  a  large  naval 
force,-  it  surely  would  not  be  contended, 
that  the  same  number  was  required  at  the 
board,  when  the  naval  force  was  reduced 
to  21,000  seamen,  and  119  ships.  He 
was  aware  it  might  be  said,  that  not- 
withstanding  the  reduction,  these  junior 
lords  could  still  find  business  enough 
to  do  in  their  office.  Indeed,  no  man 
could  doubt  their  capacity,  if  they 
pleased  to  find  business  enough  for  each 
other.  The  secretary  and  the  junior 
lords  might,  for  instance,  spend  their 
mornings  in  detecting  what  they  called 
the  blunders  of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Hume),  in  calculating  the  navy  esthnates. 
They  might  work  hard  to  assist  in  furnish- 
ing matter  for  the  secretary's  speech ;  but, 
useful  as  that  employment  abight  be,  it 
was  not  improbable  that  tliey  might  be 
equally  well  employed  in  correcting  the 
blunders  of  their  own  office :  they  might 
have  enough  to  do  in  such  an  occupation, 
without  devoting  themselves  to  consider- 
ing, in  the  spint  of  prophecy,  what  hm 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Hume)  might  say,  wbefi 
he  came  down  to  make  a  specific  motion 
in  that  House.  The  junior  lords  of  tba 
admiralty  m|^t  deem  Aat  a-  suffident 
employment  of  their  time ;  but  the  House 
might  not  qnila  cmncide  in  the  view  they 
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took  of  their  own  utility.  The  conatitation 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  had  already  been 
under  the  coosideration  of  different  com- 
mittees appointed  by  that  House.  The 
committee  of  17979  had  narticularl^ 
alluded  to  the  constitution  of  the  admi- 
ralty board,  and  had  suggested,  that 
though  durinff  the  war  it  was  not  likely 
the  six  junior  lords,  exclusive  of  the  chief 
lord,  couhl  be  reduced  in  part,  yet  that  in 
time  of  peace  the  propriety  of  such  a  re- 
duction might  be  considered.  The  number 
of  clerks  had,  he  knew,  been  reduced,  but 
no  alteration  in  the  number  of  lords  bad 
taken  place ;  not  that  they  were  required 
for  any  purpose  of  official  business  at  the 
admiralty,  but  because  the  ministers 
deemed  the  continuance  of  their  number 
too  essential  a  branch  of  official  patronage 
to  be  interfered  with.  In  the  reduction 
which  he  meant  to  propose,  it  was  not 
the  object  of  saving  2,000^  a  year  he  most 
looked  at ;  but  it  was  the  princiole  of  the 
reduction  for  which  he  contended.  Not 
that  2,000/.  a  year  ought  to  be  overlooked, 
or  even  2,000  shillinffs,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country ;  but  it  was  the  undue 
patronage  which  the  ministers  of  the  Crown 
were  bent  upon  retaining,  that  was  the  most 
ohjeetionable  part  of  the  transaction,  (in 
a  former  occasion,  when  he  had  brought 
this  question  forward,  the  noble  marquis 
opposite  had  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  the  House  ought  not  to  eo*> 
tertain  by  antidpation  a  consideration  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Finance  corn- 
mittee  would,  in  all  probability  be  drawn. 
The  House  yielded  to  the  noble  marquis's 
▼iew,  and  rejected  the  motion.  But  when 
the  finance  committee  sat,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  the  lords  or  the 
admirshy  was  mooted,  the  consideration 
of  it  was  altogether  resisted : — <<  No  ;*' 
said  the  committee,  **  it  is  withdrawn 
from  our  consideration  by  the  decision  of 
the  House  upon  the  motion.''  So  that, 
according  to  the  noble  marouis,  it  was  fit 
to  entertain  the  subject  in  the  House,  be- 
cause the  committee  would  discuss  it;  and 
when  the  committee  ^t,  they  turned 
round,  and  refused  to  cdosider  it,  because 
the  House  bad  not  entertained  it.  The 
noble  lord  referred  the  matter  to  a  set  of 
gentlemen  up  stairs ;  and  they  in  their 
turn  tent  it  down  stairs:  so  that  be- 
tween the  two  efforts  to  have  the  sub> 
ject  considered,  it  was  altogether  left 
without  discusi^n.  But  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  1797,  whose  labours 
had  been  the  subject  of  so  much  praise, 


specifically  adverted  to  the  propriety  of 
considering  the  construction  of  the  ad- 
miralty board  in  a  time  of  peace.  That 
time  had  now  come ;  and  the  House  ought 
to  see  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee of  1797  attended  to.  Another 
ground  upon  which  the  number  of  junior 
lords  had  been  defended,  besides  their 
services  in  time  of  war,  was  of  so  very 
ludicrous  a  character,  that  he  could  not 
help  adverting  to  it.  The  admiralty 
board  had  been  called  a  school  for  states- 
men: it  was  described  as  furnishing  a 
necessary  step  of  political  education,  to 
prepare  young  gentlemen  of  aspiring 
views,  for  the  efficient  service  of  govern- 
ment in  the  higher  departments  of  the 
state.  He  thought  the  gentlemen  who 
used  this  extraordinary  argument  would 
readily  admit  that  if  any  one  branch  of 
the  public  service  required  more  than 
another  the  advantage  of  practical  skill,  it 
was  the  maritime  service  of  the  country. 
Upon  the  maintenance  of  its  maritime 
sreatness  the  con&merce  of  this  country 
depended,  and  for  preserving  it  he 
thought  no  man  would  deny  that  much 
eiperience  and  skill  was  necessarv.  Not 
so,  said  his  m^esty's  ministers :  the^  told 
the  cotuitry»  tnat  the  maritime  afiirs  of 
the  nation  might  be  superintended  and 
conducted  by  young  gentlemen  who  went 
to  the  ,  admiralty  board  merely  for  their 
political  education,  and  to  learn  enough 
business  to  qualify  them  for  hiaher  situa- 
tions. One  hon.  gentleman  had  ht&Xj 
finished  his  education  at  the  admiralty 
board,  and  was  removed  to  the  board  of 
control :  but  it  was  odd  enooah  that  in 
the  first  preparatory  school  toe  young 
gentlemen,  instead  of  paying  for  their 
education,  were  actually  paid  for  receive 
ing  it;  and  when  they  were  qualified,  as 
his  hon.  friend  was,  for  hieher  duties,  he 
was  transplanted  to  a  board  where  he  de- 
rived no  emolument  for  his  more  matured 
Qualifications  to  discharge  official  duties. 
90  that  he  had  perfected  his  education 
with  a  salary ;  and  he  was  now  devdoprng 
the  acquirements  of  it  without  one  at  the 
board  of  control.  He  would  mention  a 
curious  anecdote  respecting  die  duties  of 
a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  control, 
and  for  which  the  previous  qualification , 
of  the  admiralty  was  deemed  essential, . 
with  the  additional  excitement  of  a  salary. . 
An  boo.  member  of  high  .talents  who  waa  ^ 
anxious  to  promote  the  views,  of  govern- 
ment at  the  board  of  control,  and  to  give 
his  effisctive  assistance  in  the  progress  of 
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iti  butinetBy  htd  atip1i6d'f9f  the  office  of 
one  of  the  impata  commiBsioDen.  The 
government  admitted  his  merits,  .ap* 
pectated  his  talents,  and  conferred  itfK>n 
nim  the  appointment.  Anxious  to  give 
the  assistance  he  had  promised,  the  bon. 
gentleman  to  whom  he  alluded  went  down 
Co  the  office  of  the  board  of  control,  and 
asked  if  his  assistance  was  required  ?  He 
wasihformedthatthepresidentoftheboard 
was  absent  from  town,  and  no  business 
could  be  done.  Heattended  a  second  time, 
saw  some  arrangements  for  business  in 
the  room,  materials  for  writing  were  pro- 
Tided,  and  he  sat  himself  down  at  the 
table,  to  wttt  the  commencement  of  busi- 
ness  in  due  form.  He  was  at  length 
asked  by  one  of  the  persona  in  attendance, 
for  what  he  waited  i  and  he  replied — **  I 
lam  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  1  attend 
to  assist  in  the  business."  **  Oh,  sir,''  re« 
plied  the  person,  "  I  knowyoa  are  a  com- 
missioner, but  you  are  not  wanted  at  the 
board ;  you  need  not  attend  until  you  are 
summoned."  •<  When,  then,  am  I  likely 
10  be  summoned  ?"  **  O,  sir,  I  cannot 
tell  that ;  but  whenever  you  are  wanted, 
you  will  receive  a  regular  summons.''  The 
gentleiBan,  anxious  to  know  when  it  was 
probiE^le  his  time  would  arrive*  asked 
when  the  last  summons  had  been  issued 
out  i  The  reply  was,  **  About  three  years 
ago ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  as  long 
a  tiase  will  elapse  before  another  summons 
will  be  issued.''  According,  then,  to  the 
plan  of  promotion,  in  removing  an  hon. 
gentleman  from  the  adinhralty  to  the  board 
'of  control,  the  political  information  ac- 
qumd  at  the  former  by  business,  was 
likely  to  be  lost  at  the  latter  for  want  of 
it,  if  the  summonbes  were  not  issued 
oftener  than  they  now  appeared  to  be. 
This  board  of  adoiiraltjr  was  now  con- 
sidered a  sort  of  vetted  interest.  When 
a^  gentleman  had  a  seat  there,  he  con- 
iidered  it  necessary  to  abandon  other  pur- 
auits.  A  paper  had  been  handed  to  him, 
which  was  circulated  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  appointment  to  the  admiralty 
board,  of  Mr.  W.  Keith  Douglas,  who  had 
belong  to  a  most  respectable  mercantile 
'estabhsbraent.  It  contained,  in  the  follow, 
ing  words,  the  notiOcation  of  the  partners 
in  the  mercantile  concern,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  ceased  to  belong  to  it  after  his 
admiralty  appointment.  This  was  the  cir- 
cular :-M.«  Mr.  W.  R.  K.  Douglas,  being 
appointed  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  has 
ceased  to  belong  to  this  establishment. 
(Signed)    •<  Anderson   and   Co."    But, 
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whatever  might  be  the  ceiiieqiiettcei  ai 
diey  personally  affected  this  gehtlemaa 
the  committee  was  bound  to  consider  the 
question  in  only  one  |>oint  of  view,  and  to 
aecide  it  upon  one  principle.  The  genend 
distress  was  so  severe,  that  the  sentiment 
with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  reduction 
had  become  universal.  The  hon.  baronet 
concluded  bv  moving  as  an  amendment, 
the  subsUtution  of  the  sum  of  <<  55,616^ 
5*.  !</."  for  57,616/.  St.  Id. 

Sir  J.  Sebright  rose  to  give  his  support 
to  the  motion,  and  would  take  that  oppor»> 
tunity  of  dedaring  his  opinion,  that  the 
proposed  reductions  were  far  from  oor^ 
responding  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
crisis,  and  so  he  should  continue  to 
think,  whilst  there  remained  one  useless 
office  in  existence.  At  the  same  tiroo» 
he  was  most  anxious  for  the  pretervsftion 
of  public  credit,  and  should  be  sorry  to 
fina  the  regular  sinking  fund  so  nicely 
balanced  and  adjusted  as  not  to  produce 
any  surplus  over  the  5,000,000^  But  he 
called  on  the  right  boo.  gentleman  to  do 
what  ought  to  be  preliminary  to  the  esta^ 
blishment  of  every  sinking  fund— to  mak« 
all  possible  reductions.  If,  acting  on  thla 
principle,  they  did  not  succeed  in  creatii^ 
an  eiective  sinking  fund,  he  knew  not 
how  it  was  to  be  accomplished.  He  had 
on  former  occasions  voted  for  a  propon^ 
tion  similar  in  effect  to  this  amendment. 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  reduction  was 
extremely  trifling,  but  they  were  now 
contending  for  a  princif^.  It  required 
no  sagacity  to  discover,  that  although  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  might  receive  com- 
paratively little  themselves,  yet  as  mem- 
oers  of  that  House,  they  might  vote  away 
millions.  Were  they  not  subject  to  some 
influence,  in  their  diaracter  as  guardians 
of  the  public  purse— of  that  purse,  on 
which  the  oontmuance  of  their  own  sala« 
ries  depended  9  If  these  offices  were  real- 
ly and  truly  necessary,  let  them  remain ; 
but  what  man  in  his  senses  could  believe, 
that  as  many  commissioners  were  now 
required  at  the  admiralty  as  during  a 
period  of  active  warfinre^  There  was 
nothine  that  had  excited  a  stronger  feel- 
ing of  discontent  amongst  his  consti- 
tuents, than  the  existence  of  theseunneces- 
sary  places.  He  trusted  ministers  would 
reflect,  that  they  had  been  able  to  carry 
a  most  important  tax  only  by  a  majority 
of  four;  and  of  those  who  voted  with 
them,  how  many  mint  be  regarded  as 
judges  in  their  own  cause!  It  could 
hardly  be  inaghied  that  tli^  were  4iB- 
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potcd  to  fedute  or  destroy  a  ftmd  firoM 
which  their  owo  allowaoces  were.derived. 
For  these  reasons*  though  no  man  could 
be  more  anxious  for  t^  maintenance  of 
pubtie  credit  than  himselfy  he  called  upon 
the  committee  to  persevere  in  the  work 
of  retrenchment.  So  far  from  being  ac- 
tuated by  any.  hostility  to  the  gentlemen 
opposite,  he  rather  wished  them  to  retain 
their  places. 

Sir  G.  Cockburn  observed,  that  every 
yearns  experience  at  the  admiralty  served 
only  to  convince  him  of  the  proper  and 
doe  formation  of  that  board.  He  should 
state  the  reasons  that  led  him  to  think 
six  members  essential  to  its  constitution. 
Some  hon.  gentlemen  overlooked  this  pro- 
priety, from  not  being  aware  that  it  was 
a  military  board— that  it  was  sometimes 
obliged  to  divide,  and  to  act  at  a  distance. 
Three  of  these  commissioners  might,  un- 
der spedal  circumstances,  be  detached  to 
iostitute  proceedings  on  board  the  fleet, 
or  in  one  of  the  out- ports.  He  said  three ; 
lor  two  would  clearly  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose, inasmuch  as  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  arise,  and  there  would  be  no  imme- 
diiSe  power  of  arbittation.  As  to  the  use- 
lessoess  of  the  la^  lords,  as  they  were 
called,  of  the  admiralty,  he  could  assure 
the  committee,  that  he  had  recently  visit- 
ed our  dock«yards,  and  had  received  the 
IDOst  valuable  assistance  from  one  of  them. 
Naval  oflioers  were  not  generally  compe- 
teat  to  the  examination  d  those  detailed 
accounts  that  came  before  the  board ;  and 
if  ahovld  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  board 
were  invested  with  a  yen  extensive  juris- 
diction. If  the  junior  lords  were  intro- 
duced merely  for  the  puipeses  of  political 
education,  he  should  reel  ashamed  to  oier 
a  word  in  their  defence :  but  the  duties 
he  had  referred  to  evidently  required  to 
be  fulfilled  with  diligence  and  authority. 
He  should  consider  himself  negligent  of 
ins  public  doty,  if  he  did  not  express  hb 
firm  persuasion,  that  the  officers  m  ques- 
tion wtre  essential  to  the  due  performance 
of  the  public  service.  Overlooking  the 
occasional  necessity  of  detaching  part  of 
the  board  to  a  distance,  there  was  in 
London  alone,  ample  employment  for  six 
commissioners.  Ir  they  were  to  have  but 
one  lay  lord,  whose  busroess  it  would  be  to 
be  always  on  the  spot,  they  would  find  no 
qualified  individual  who  would  undertake 
It.  Heougbt  tobe,  if  notadvillawyer, 
at  least  a  person  of  general  education  and 
liberal  atuinments.  From  the  time  of 
the  Sevolutioo  there  never  had  been  a 
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less  nmnber  than  six  oommissionera.  If 
they  were  not  necessary,  he  would  admit 
that  their  long  continuance  formed  but 
a  bad  argument  against  their  abolition* 
The  expense,  it  was  confessed,  was  tri- 
fling; and  as  to  the  influence  which  they 
afforded  in  that  House,  it  was  a  subject 
with  the  dbnsideration  of  which  he  med- 
dled not — it  was  immaterial  to  his  reason* 
ing;  but  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
lords,  the  committee  should  remember, 
that  when  there  was  a  lord  high  admiral, 
he  was  always  assisted  by  a  council  com* 
posed  also  of  six  members  to  whom  the 
same  salaries  were  paid.  The  business 
before  the  admiralty  was,  in  peace  as  wcil 
as  during  war,  often  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance.  Cases  of  civil  law  pre- 
sented themselves,  in  the  decision  of  wbicb» 
although  the  assistance  of  naval  officers 
might  be  requisite  on  technical  points^ 
the  judgment  of  lay  lords  was  most  es- 
sential. 

Mr.  Bemal  contended,  that  the  number 
of  lay  lords  was  greater  than  the  public 
service  required.  If  it  should  so  happen 
that,  on  some  rare  and  particular  occa- 
sions, assistance  might  be  wanted,  could 
not  that  assistance  be  received  from  sonae 
other  public  quarter;  for  instance,  firom 
the  lords  of  the  Treasury  ?  When  the 
hon.  baronet  had  dwelt  so  much  op  the 
necessitv  of  having  civilians  at  the  board, 
he  ought  to  have  recollected  that  the 
board  had  their  law  agent;  that  eases 
were  regularly  laid  before  counsel^  on 
every  question  of  perplexity  or  of  interest. 
He  would  give  his  hearty  support  to  the 
amendment,  because  he  thought  that  af- 
ter the  navy  had  been  reduced  to  1L9 
vessels  (not  one-tenth  of  the  naval  foroe 
kept  up  during  the  war),  it  was  alto- 
gether monstrous  to  keep  up  the  same 
number  of  lords  of  the  admiralty.  He 
saw  in  the  list  of  reduction  a  sum  of 
2,00(U.,  the  salaries  of  discharged  clerks; 
now,  if  the  board  could  do  without  so 
many  clerks,  under  what  possible  pretence 
could  the  original  number  of  lay  lords  be 
retained  in  office  i 

Admiral  Soiheron  was  convinced,  by 
the  arguments  of  his  gallant  friend,  that 
six  lords  of  the  admiralty  were  necessary. 

Mr.  Marrvai  did  not  think  that  six 
lords  could  be  necessary  in  peace.  To 
convince  the  public  that  it  was  the  db- 
posttion  of  the  House  to  make  a  f  eason- 
able  abatement  of  the  public  burthens,  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  make 
the  reduction  now  p ropos^ 
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Lord  AUharp  contended,  tfaatiwo  lords 
would  be  ai  efficient  in  cases  of  inspection 
m  three.  In  the  few  instances  in  which 
a  difference  of  opinion  mi^ht  occur,  the 
oases,  particularly  in  a  time  of  peace, 
were  not  at  a  lllikelyto  be  of  so  important  a 
nature  as  to  require  an  immediate  decision. 
•  Sir  /.  Ctjffin  declared  himself  of  opinion 
that  the  lay  lords  were  necessary  to  the 
public  jervice.  It  had  been  suirgested 
that  a  lord  of  the  Treasury  might  be  sent 
for  to  their  assistance ;  but  did  the  hon. 
gentleman  recollect  that  the  admiralty 
had  a  jurisdiction  over  life  and  death,  and 
might  send  a  warrant  by  the  post,  sig- 
nifying, *<  shoot  that  officer.*'  Suppose  a 
case  of  mutiny.  He  was  himselt  once 
attacked  by  600  mutineers  at  Sheemess, 
and  ha  resisted  them .  all.  Lord  Hood 
and  the  late  lord  Gardner,  when  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  had  very  heavy  duties  to 
discharge ;  but  if  it  were  found  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  employment  for  the  lay 
lords,  for  God's  sske  let  them  be  turned 
out. 

Mr.  EUiion  thought  it  the  duty  of  every 
member  to  redeem  the  pledge  be  had 
given  of  reducing  the  expenditure  by  the 
abolition  of  offices  comparatively  useless. 

Sir  C.  Cole  felt  the  strongest  atUch- 
ment  to  the  service  to  which  be  had  be- 
longed  from  his  youth ;  but  the  duty  he 
ow^  to  his  constituents  compdled  him 
to  control  any  feeling  of  partiality,  and  to 
vote  cordially  for  Uie  motion  CHear.] 
He  could  not  see  any  sufficient  reason  for 
keeping  op  the  present  number  of  lords 
of  the  admiralty. 

Mr.  LUtUton  supported  the  amend- 
■lent,  because  he  wished  to  support  the 
plan  of  the  noble  marquis— a  plan  of 
economy  and  retrenchment.  If  the  votes 
of  members  did   not  coincide  with  that 

Silan,  it  would  be  wholly  nugatory.  On 
brmer  occasions,  he  bad  votea  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  lay  lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
but  the  altered  situation  of  the  country 
warranted  an  alteration  of  hb  vole.  A 
strong  impression  prevailed  in  the  public 
mind,  that  in  the  higher  civil  depart* 
ments  there  was  still  ample  room  for  re- 
trenchment. 

Sir  G.  Warrendert  in  justice  to  himself 
and  to  his  colleagues,  felt  called  upon  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  upon  the  importance 
of  the  duties  of  the  junior  lords  of  the 
Admiralty*  One  of  the  latest  duties  he 
bad  performed  at  the  Admiralty  board 
was  the  admmistration  of'  8OO,O0M.  for 
Greenwich  hospital— a  task  of  great  diffi- 
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culty  and  roipensibility,  that  had  always 
fallen  to  one  of  the  junior  lords.  This 
business  alone  had  occupied  him  many 
hours  of  the  day.  During  the  first  two 
years  of  his  appointment,  he  had  only 
been  absent  for  two  months,  and  in  t^ 
third  a  visitation  was  made  of  the  outports, 
which  much  engaged  him.  During  five 
years  he  had  not  been  out  of  town  during 
the  months  of  July,  August,  September, 
and  October.  In  fact,  the  duties  of  the 
office  so  much  interfered  with  his  private 
pursuits,  arrangements,  and  interests,  that 
It  had  formed  one  strong  ground  with  him 
for  relinquishing  a  situation  he  had  so  long 
held,  and  with  so  much  fatisfiu:tion.  It 
was  his  conscientious  conviction,  that  in 
time  of  peace  the  present  formation  oi  the 
board  was  best  calculated  for  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  Gtenfdl  said,  be  should  give  hb 
brief  but  hearty  support  to  this  as  well 
as  to  every  other  practicable  reduction. 

Mr.  Gaoch  said,  that  as  he  had  joined 
the  small  majority  which  last  night  sup- 
ported the  salt-tax,  it  became  necessary 
for  him  to  defend  himself  from  inconsis- 
tency in  now  voting  in  favour  of  this  mo- 
tion. He  was  one  of  those  who  thooghi 
that  reduction  of  taxation  should  not  pre- 
cede reduction  of  expenditure;  but  u  at 
the  end  of  the  session,  by  the  effiurta  of 
the  House,  the  estimates  were  reduced, 
he  should  be  the  foremost  to  vote  to  reduce 
taxes  also.  He  had  listened  to  all  the  ar- 
guments in  favour  of  the  two  lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  be  was  perfe^y  persuaded 
there  was  no  necessity  for  them. 

The  Marouis  of  LoMdtmderry  said,  that 
as  he  felt  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
called   for  rigid  economy,  and  aa 


several  gentlemen  whom  he  highly 
pected,  had  spoken  in  fiivour  of  the 
tion,  he  owed  it  to  them  to  state  why  he 
was  unable  to  agree  to  the  proposition. 
The  hon.  baronet  had,  with  tne  same  in- 
telligence as  on  a  former  occasion,  pres- 
sed the  proposition  in  the  House  on  two 
grounds ;  first,  on  that  of  economy ;  and» 
secondly,  on  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  in  that  House. 
Now,  as  to  the  fir&t  point,  that  of  economy, 
he  did  not  dispute  that  the.  circumstance 
of  the  reduction  proposed  being  small  in 
iu  amount  did  not  inake  it  as  a  matter  of 
principle  of  less  importance.  In  fiict, 
they  had  to  balance  the  20001.  a  year 
proposed  to  be  reduced,  against  the  ad- 
vantai^  of  having  the  business  of  the  navy 
done  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  now 
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transacted.  On  this  point,  he  relied  for 
bis  opinion  on  those  who  were  better  able 
to  form  it  than  himself;  and  certainly  no 
opinion  was  entitled  to  greater  attention 
than  that  of  his  gallant  friend  (sir  G. 
Cockburn) ;  because,  if  there  was  a  man 
in  the  House  who  was  incapable  of  coming 
there  and  stating  on  his  honour  and  his 
professional  knowledge,  an  assertion  he 
was  not  convinced  of,  it  was  his  gallant 
friend.  It  had  been  said,  that  as  the  vice* 
admiral  of  Scotland  had  been  omitted  in 
the  present  estimstes,  it  had  been  expected 
that  the  two  junior  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
should  have  been  omitted  too.  Now,  the 
office  of  vice-admiral  had  been  always  ac- 
knowledged to  be  a  sinecure;  and  had 
been  abolished  by  the  act  of  parliament  as 
a  lucrative  office,  after  the  vested  interest  of 
dieearl  of  Cathcart  had  ceased.  Now,  as  the 
earl  of  Cathcart  hsd  becomeaccording  to  law 
entitled  to  a  pension  for  his'diplomatic  servi- 
ces, the  ministers  had  stipulated  with  him 
that  he  should  give  up  his  vested  right  in  the 
vice^admiralship.  Ijiis  shewed  tliat  where 
they  could,  his  majesty's  ministers  were 
most  aniious  to  pursue  economy.  Now  as 
to  the  Admiralty,  it  was  an  admitted  fact, 
that  the  board  ought  to  have  the  faculty 
of  dividing  itself^  forming  one  board  in 
London  and  another  in  the  out-ports.  A  gal* 
lant  member  had  felt  this  so  strongly  Uiat 
he  would  only  vote  for  the  reduction  of 
one  lord.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
savings  that  nrieht  be  made  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  board,  acting  promptly  on  so 
vast  an  expenditure,  would  not  be  of  much 
greater  consequence  tiian  this  reduction  of 
lOOO/.  a  year  t  He  went  along  with  the 
principle,  that  they  should  apply  to  the 
public  service  the  same  maxims  which  ap- 
plied to  private  concerns.  In  the  latter  post, 
It  was  necessary  to  provide  for  absence  or 
sickness,  and  the  rule  was  applicable  to 
the  former.  The  motion  therefore  looked 
like  economy  on  the  surface*  but  it  was 
not,  in  fact,  economy  at  the  bottom.  It 
would  render  the  possibility  of  the  exist* 
ence  of  two  boaras  at  the  same  time  un- 
certain; and,  at  all  events,  it  rendered 
them  inefficient  in  their  operation :  idl  the 
energy  and  effect  derived  from  the  second 
board  would  be  destroyed.  He  hoped 
the  committee  would  give  him  credit  wnen 
he  said  that  he  could  have  no  motive  in 
resisting  the  motion  but  an  anxiety  to  do 
his  dutv  conscientiously  towards  the  pub- 
lic Tne-  topic  had  been  so  repeatedly 
agitated  that  it  would  have  been  a  great 
rdief  to  ministers  could  they  have  con- 


curred with  the  hon.  baronet  and  have  re« 
ceived  from  him  the  cordial  acknowledg** 
ment  that  would  unquestionably  luve  fm- 
lowed  their  acquiescence.  He  might  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  there  was  no  indi- 
vidual from  whom  he  for  one  should  have 
accepted  it  with  more  satisfaction. — He 
now  came  to  the  second  point,  the  endea- 
vour by  this  proposition  to  reduce  the  un- 
due influence  of  the  Crown  in  this  House. 
He  begged  to  caution  the  House,  in  the 
first  place,  against  looking  at  this  question 
hi  the  view  proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet. 
If  a  feeling  existed  in  any  quarter,  that 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  too  great 
let  hon.  gentlemen  look  at  it  like  states- 
men—let them  look  at  it  as  Mr.  Burke 
and  Mr.  Dunning  had  done  ^  in  a  &ir  and 
manly  way,  and  with  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing an  intelligible  reform.  He  knew  that 
it  was  contended  out  of  doors,  by  those 
whose  habits  and  station  in  life  did  not 
enable  them  to  take  an  extensive  view  of 
the  question,  that  the  influence  was  too 
great ;  if  it  were  meant  to  deprive  the 
Crown  of  the  influence  fairly  and  properly 
belonging  to  it,  the  balance  of  the  consti- 
tution was  destroyed.  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  Dunning  had  both  been  of  this  opi- 
nion, and  had  avowed  it  in  their  projects 
of  reform.  The  statesmen  of  the  present 
day,  however,  seemed  to  think  otherwise* 
They  attributed  all  improper  views  to  the 
friends  of  minbters,  while  no  sinister  mo- 
tives were  allowed  to  actuate  either  them 
or  their  friends.  No  country  eentlemen, 
no  members  for  counties,  could  be  suppo- 
sed to  catch  any  unkind  or  unjust  feelings 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  or  be 
induced  to  believe  that  perfect  purity  and 
disinterestedness  were  to  be  found  only 
with  the  opponents  of  ministers,  while  sor- 
did and  base  views  impelled  all  who  voted 
with  the  servants  of  the  Crown.  He  never 
would  admit,  that  the  motives  of  indivi- 
duals on  the  ministerial  side  of  the  House 
should  be  interpreted  as  less  pure  than  tlie 
motives  which  swayed  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite. As  many  feelings  of  sordid  interest 
might  arise  from  the  desire  of  acquiring, 
from  the  eager  hope  of  attaining,  official 
situations,  as  from  the  wish  to  keep  them 

Siear,  hear]— and  certainlv,  lookiojg  at 
e  days  in  which  they  lived,  those  situa- 
tions could  not  be  considered  as  very  en- 
viable. Therefore  the  tone  of  exultation 
in  which  the  hon.  member  for  Hertford^ 
shire  (sir  J.  Sebright)  had  expressed  him- 
self on  that  and  the  preceoing  evening 
might  have  been  sparecl.    He  would  past 
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bj  the  observations  of  the  hon.  member, 
because  be  did  not  think  that  they  would 
produce  any  effect  on  the  House,  either 
directly  or  indtrectly.  He  must,  however, 
protest  aj^ainst  this  mode  of  reforming  the 
constitution  of  this  country  piece*meal. 
Had  they  been  fairly  told  that  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  in  parliament  was  excessive, 
the  auestion  could  have  been  met  on  a 
broaa  principle ;  and  he  was  quite  sure, 
that  if  such  an  influence  were  pomted  out 
there  was  virtue  enough  in  that  House  to 
resist  it.  But  when  an  assertion  of  that 
Idnd  was  made,  let  those  who  hazarded 
the  assertion  state  in  what  the  alleged  in« 
fluenee  consisted*  He  would  venture  to 
say,  that  at  no  period  in  the  history  of  the 
country  had  there  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons  so  few  servants  of  the  Crown ; 
and  he  would  add,  that  at  no  former  period 
was  the  popular  influence  so  great  within 
the  walls  of  parliament.  If  gentlemen  ad- 
vised the  abolition  of  particular  places,  on 
the  mood  of  rigid  economy*-^f  they  plead- 
ed  uie  necessi^  of  retrencbment,  en  ac* 
count  of  the  situation  of  the  country—- thev 
stated  facts  which  might  be  controverted. 
But  when  thev  came  forward  and  support* 
ed  a  motion  like  the  present,  on  the  ground 
of  reducing  the  influence  of  the  Crown  in 
that  House,  they  did  not  act  with  equal 
candour.  In  foirness  they  ought  to  point 
out  what  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was 
—they  ought  to  trace  its  operation  to  that 
House;  and,  whatever  appeared  to  be  be- 
yond the  standard  whicn  pariiament  for- 
merly recognised,  that  they  might  bring 
forward  as  nt  to  be  reduced.  He  objected 
to  this  part  of  the  argument  on  which  the 
motion  was  founded,  on  the  same  grounds 
which  had  led  him  to  oppose  the  propo- 
sition of  the  noble  lord  (A.  Hamilton) 
for  a  reform  of  the  Scotch  boroughs.  The 
noble  lord  imd  stated,  whei|  he  brought 
forward  his  motion,  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  changing  the  constitution  of  the 
Scotch  boroughs  in  a  political  sense;  but 
when  they  came  to  examine  the  details  of 
the  question,  ft  appeared  to  be  one  of  the 
main  objects  which  the  noble  lord  had  in 
view.  It  was  this  indirect  mode  of  altering 
established  institutions  that  was  likely  to 
affect  the  constitution  itself.  He  might 
trust  to  the  good  sense  of  the  House,  if 
the  question  were  looked  at  openly  and 
Airly*  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  any  mis- 
chievous proposition;  but  if  it  were  at* 
tacked  piece-meal,  the  efieet  must  be  to 
bring  the  constitution  into  contempt  and 
diseredit;  and  pariianient  wouldi  in  the 
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end,  cease  to  view  it  with  that  d^ree  of 
interest  and  anxiety  with  which,  bad  no 
such  propositions  been  made,  they  would 
continue  to  regard  it.  Nothing  could  be 
more  embarrassing  to  him  than  the  vote 
he  was  called  on  to  give  that  night.  Nothing 
but  a  strong  sense  of  public  duty — a  sense 
of  what  he  owed  to  his  own  situation,  and 
the  confidence  which  belonged  to  rectitude 
of  intention  could  induce  him  to  vote 
against  the  motion.  The  amount  was  not, 
he  knew,  to  be  despised ;  but  still  It  could 
not  be  considered  of  great  moment  to  the 
country.  Even  in  the  times  in  which  diey 
lived,  and  fedingasmcere  anxiety  to  sup« 
port  every  reform  consistent  with  the  pxk* 
lie  welfiu^,  he  could  not  agree  to  such  a 
motion.  He  could  not  assent  to  a  propo-* 
sitlon  which  was  founded  on  a  supposed 
excess  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown  m 
that  House,  unless  such  an  influence  waa 
proved  to  exist.  It  would  afibrd  a  prece« 
dent  pregnant  with  danger^  and  therefore 
he  should  vote  against  it. 

Sir  J.  Sebr^ii  said,  there  was  nothing 
further  firom  his  tntentien  than  to  impute 
a  sordid  feeling  to  the  noble  lord,  who 
was  the  last  man  in  the  country  to  whom 
he  should  attribute  such  a  motive.  He 
had  imputed  nothing  to  the  present  admi- 
nistration as  distinguished  from  any  other; 
but  he  had  observe,  that  every  adminis* 
tration  had  a  desire  to  keep  patronage  in 
its  bands.  If  a  question  were  brought 
directly  before  the  Housot  whether  the 
present  ministry  should  be  removed  or  no, 
there  was  no  man  who  would  more 
decidedly  vote  for  their  continuance  than 
himself. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  be 
had  understood  the  hon.  baronet  to  speak 
of  the  holders  of  office  as  giving  their 
votes  under  influence. 

Sir  J.  Sebright- BBidf  the  holders  of 
inferior  and  sinecure  places  were  natu« 
rally  under  influence,  though  he  did 
not  mean  to  apply  his  remarks  to  any 
individual. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  he 
could  not  accept  any  compliment  at  the 
expense  of  those  with  whom  he  acted 
[hear!]. 

Mr.  Stuart  IVortky  contended,  that  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  never  was  lower 
than  at  present ;  and  if  he  was  called  apon 
to  vote  on  the  motion  before  the  Houses 
on  that  principle,  he  should  vote  against 
it.  But  if  his  vote  was  to  be  a  declarai 
tion  of  his  opinion,  whether  the  bosmesa 
of  tHe  Admiralty  could  be  done  with  alese 
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number  of  Lords  than  it  at  present  had, 
he  should  Tote  for  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
barouet.  He  believed  it  could  be  done 
with  a  lower  number,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  made  it  imperative 
on  him  to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the 
public  establishments;  He  thought  the 
safety  of  the  country  would  not  be  affected 
by  tbe  reduction  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  therefore  he  was  led  to 
ghre  his  vole  in  favour  of  retrenchment. 

Sir  M,_W.  BMey  observed,  that  he 
had  no  persontfl  objection  to  the  gentle- 
men who  now  filled  the  situations  which 
it  was  the  object  of  his  motion  to  abolish. 
He  was  actuated  st)lely  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty.  As  a  proof  that  the  busi- 
ness of  tlte  Admiralty  could  be  carried 
on  with  fewer  members,  during  tlie  war 
two  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were  at  sea, 
and  distinguished  thenasel ves  greatly.  He 
was  ranch  sratified  at  the  support  which 
tb^  motion  had  received  from  the  gallant 
member  for  Glamorganshire.  After  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  his  country,  and  covering 
himself  with  the  elorie^  of  his  profession, 
it  was  most  pAeasmg  to  find  him  in  that 
House  combating  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  country. 

The  Committee  divided :  for  sir  M.  W. 
Bidley'a  Amendment,  18^;  Against  it, 
128.  Majority  for  the  Reduction,  54. 
Th6  divbion  was  announced,  amidst  loud 
cheering. 
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1^.  6d,  be  granted  for  fakiries«  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Navy  Pay  Office* 
for  the  year  1822," 

Mr.  Hume  said,  it  was  quite  clear,  from 
the  documents  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
that -the  reductions  which  were  produced 
by  mmistersy  were  no  reductions  whatso- 
ever, with  reference  to  the  principle  which 
was  contended  for  in  the  last  session. 
The  House  would*  perhaps,  observe,  in 
the  first  part  of  the  estimates,  a  reduction 
of  7>620/.;  but,  in  the  latter  part,  they 
would  find  superannuations  to  the  amount 
of  4,966/.  There  was,  in  fact,  no  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  any  one  salary. 
There  was  a  reduction  of  400/.  for  sta- 
tionery, and  a  few  other  items,  which 
made  the  estimate  2,664/.  less  than  it  was 
the  preceding  year.  Now,  in  the  last 
session  he  had  been  extremely  anxious, 
that  the  House  should  considef  the  duties 
which  the  Navy-pay-office  had  to  perform. 
On  that  occasion,  he  had  read  to  them  an 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee of  1817.  In  that  report,  speaking 
of  the  regulation  of  the  Navy-pay-office, 
they  say,  <*Your  committee  trust  that 
the  investigation  of  this  subject  will  ]ead 
to  the  adoption  of  some  more  simple  and 
effectual  mode,  being  fully  satisfied  that 
any  mode  will  be  CTOctuai  in  proportion 
to  its  simplicity  and  facility  of  execution." 
They  went  on  to  say — ♦*  But  whatever 
system  of  examination  be  adopted,  your 
committee  trust  that  the  estimates  of  the 
next  year  will  exhibit  a  considerable 
diminution  in  the  charges  of  the  establi  Ji- 
mcnt  of  the  Navy-pay-office.  The  duty 
of  this  department  diflers  but  little  from 
that  of  an  ordinary  banker ;  and  they  are, 
therefore,  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  same 
number  of  persons,  by  which  a  sum  of 
22,000,000/.  was  received  and  paid  in 
1813,  cannot  be  necessary  for  the  receipt 
and  payment  of  6,000,000/.  in  1817." 
The  House  would  here  see,  that  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  establishment  was  recommended 
in  proportion  to  the  reduction  in  duty. 
The  House  would  recollect,  that,  by  the 
pay  acts,  no  money  was  kept  in  this  office. 
All  that  was  done  by  the  Navy-pay-office 
was,  to  receive  from  the  head  of  each  of 
the  other  offices  a  check;  specifying  the 
Rnu)unt  of  money  every  individual  was  to 
receive  in  payment.  In  lieu  of  these 
checks  the  Navy-pay-office  granted  others 
of  their  own,  which  were  presented  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  there  the  demand 
was  paid.  .He  had  endeavoured  -to  show 
last  session,  that  this  mode  of  proceeding 
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by  check  was  unneceasary,  and  that  th« 
whole  duty  could  be  performed  by  half  a 
dozen  clerks  instead  of  five  times  that 
number.  And  here  he  wished  to  observe, 
that  he  had  heard,  through  the  medium 
of  the  public  papers,  of  a  Mr.  Tweedie, 
of  the  Navy-pay-offioe,  who,  it  was  stated, 
had  lefl  this  country  while  in  possession 
of  a  large  sum  of  the  public  money — to 
the  amount  of  many  thousands.  .  Now, 
by  the  act  of  parliament,  if  the  duties  of 
that  office  were  properly  conducted,  no 
individual  could  at  any  one  time  be  in 
|>ossession  of  such  a  Fum ;  and  it  was  for 
those  connected  with  the  office  to  say  in 
what  manner  Mr.  Tweedie  was  enabled 
to  leave  the  country  possessed  of  public 
money  to  a  large  amount-^Officers  who 
were  of  no  use  were,  he  observed,  still 
continued.  There  was,  for  instancy,  a 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  but  he  had  no  money 
to  keep  [a  laugh  j  for  it  was  all  lodged  in 
the  Bank.  For  many  years,  no  reduction 
had  taken  place  in  this  department ;  and, 
indeed,  the  estimate  for  last  year  was 
greater  than  that  for  1819.  Instead  of 
any  reduction  being  made  in  the  present 
year,  commensurate  with  the  just  expect- 
ations of  the  country,  they  had,  in  fact, 
only  a  reduction  by  way  of  superannua- 
tion! Individuals  had  retired  on  pensions 
who  received  1,000/.  less  than  when  ac- 
tively employed;  but  no  saving  was 
effected  by  a  diminution  of  numbers.  He 
would  contend,  that  the  amount  of  ex- 
pense lessened  was  not  equivalent  to  what 
the  country  had  a  right  to  expect.— He 
would  now  take  the  opportunity  of  stating 
his  view  of  the  plan  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  The  right  hon.  gehtle* 
roan  had  stated,  that  it  was  intended  to 
impose  a  tax  on  individuals  in  office — 5 
per  cent  on  those  who  had  small,  and  10 
per  cent  on  those  who  had  large  salaries* 
The  country  would  not  be  immediately 
benefitted  by  this  reduction;  because  it 
appeared  that  the  sums  thus  levied  were 
to  be  thrown  into  a  fund,  and  he  supposed 
a  new  office  would  be  created,  for  the 
purpose  of  superintending.  Some  favour* 
ed  individual  would  perhaps  be  employed, 
at  a  salary  of  800/.  or  1,000/.  a  year,  for 
his  labours  in  taking  care  of  tn^  fund. 
AH  these  separate  funds  answered  no 
other  purpose  *  than  that ;  of  producing 
intricacy  and  confusion  in  the  public  ac- 
counts. He  should  submit  to  the  House, 
therefore,  that,  instead  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
for  fortning  a  separate  fund,  they  would 
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make  an  immediate  reduction  in  the 
amomit  of  the  salaries.  Let  the  salary  of 
every  individua),  for  instance,  who  now 
received  600/.  be  reduced,  at  the  rate  of 
10  percent  to  540/.»  and  the  plan  would 
be  simple  and  intelligible,  in  1813, 
individuals  who  bad  1,0002.  a  year,  when 
wheat  was  I00«.  were  subject  to  a  deduc- 
tion of  10  per  cent  for  property  tax,  which 
left  them  a  dear  annual  income  of  900/. 
We  were  now  arrived  at  a  time  of  peace, 
when  wheat  was  only  50^.  a  quarter,  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  professions 
of  economy  which  had  been  made  by 
ministers,  the  chancellor  of  the  eichequer 
intended,  not  to  make  any  reduction  of 
salaries,  but  merely  to  bring  them  back 
to  the  standard  of  1813.  This  was  nei- 
ther fair  to  the  country,  nor  conformable 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  and  their 
address  to  his  majesty,  which  pledged  the 
House  to  make  a  reduction  in  all  public 
salaries,  proportioned  to  the  diminished 
price  of  all  the  commodities  of  life,  and 
the  altered  value  of  the  currency.  If  the 
present  salaries  were  reduced  at  the  rate 
ef  25  per  cent,  they  would  still  be  much 
larger  than  they  were  in  1813.  This  was 
a  fair  and  intelligible  proposition,  and 
such  as  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect, 
after  the  pledge  given  by  the  House  in 
the  last  session.  He  admitted  that  some 
df  the  lower  salaries  would  not  admit  of 
this  reduction;  but  the  higher  salaries 
ought  to  be  reduced  in  that  proportion. 
He  saw  no  resson,  for  instance,  why  the 
treasurer  of  the  navy  might  not  perform 
fHl  the  duties  of  his  office  for  2,000/.  a 
year.  He  should  move,  therefore,  that 
the  sum  of  23,428/.  he  substituted  for 
51,304/.  and  he  implored  the  House,  that 
as  this  was  the  first  step  towards  effectual 
reduction,  they  would  adopt  an  amend- 
ment, of  which  the  object  was,  to  reduce 
the  Salaries  in  this  department,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  present  price  of  provisions, 
and  the  altered  state  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  surprised  at  the 
course  of  the  hon.  member's  argument, 
not  having  forgotten  what  took  place  last 
year,  when  this  vote  was  proposed  to  the 
cotnmittee.  On  that  occasion,  the  vote 
required  was,  in  amount,  7,000/.  or  8,000/. 
more  than  at  present,  and  the  hon.  mem- 
ber then  proposed  that  it  should  be  re- 
duced to  the  extent  of  10,000/.,  quoting 
in  support  of  hiif  motion  the  opinion  of  the 
finance  committee  of  1817,  with  regard 
to  the  very  ordinary  nature  of  the  duties 
47f  the  office.    It  was  true  that  the  com- 


mittee did  express  such  an  opinion,  but 
he  (Mr.  R.)  had  taken  pains  on  that 
occasion  to  shew,  that  such  were  the 
duties  of  the  Navy-pay-office  that  they 
could  not  by  possibility  be  performed  by 
a  banker.  The  treasurer  of  the  navy  had 
not  only  to  pay  the  bills  presented,  but 
to  decide  whether  they  ought  to  be  paid ; 
and  it  was  evident  that  this  in  a  service 
like  the  navy  involved  no  inconsiderable 
intricacy.  Now,  be  asked  the  House 
where  was  the  resemblance  between  those 
duiies  and  the  duties  of  a  banker,  who 
had  merely  to  ascertain  that  the  check 
presented  to  him  bore  the  signature  of  the 
party  entitled  to  order  payment? — The 
treasurer  of  the  navy  was  by  law  com-i 
pelled  to  discharge  functions  of  a  most 
responsible  nature.  He  might  be  brought 
before  a  court  of  law  for  refusing  to  pay 
an  individual  claim,  which,  if  established 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  threw  the 
whole  expense  of  the  court  upon  him. 
There  were,  besides,  many  other  duties 
attached  to  the  office,  closely  connected 
with  the  well-being  of  the  navy.  For 
the  last  thirty  years  the  whole  mode  of 
paying  the  navy,  including  the  half-pav 
and  pensions,  had  b^n  totally  al tercel, 
and  pay  departments  existed  in  many 
out-ports  and  distant  parts  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  principal  office*  All 
this  he  had  stated  last  year,  and  what  he 
considered  as  so  unintelligible  in  the  hon. 
member's  conduct  was,  that  he  then  ad- 
mitted, that  after  that  candid  statement, 
he  could  not  feel  himself  justified  in 
pressing  his  amendment.  All  that  related 
to  the  inspection  of  seamen's  wills,  de- 
volved upon  his  (Mr.  R.'s)  office.  Last 
year  he  had  invited  the  hon.  member  to 
come  to  his  office,  and  he  had  pledged  him- 
self to  convince  him  (which  was  no  easy 
matter),  that  the  business  could  not  be 
done  in  any  other  office.  He  now  re- 
peated that  invitation;  and  he  assured 
him  that  if  he  came,  he  would  spend  three 
or  four  of  the  dullest  days  he  ever  spent, 
within'  the  walU  of  that  office.  The 
manner  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
ducted, gave  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
those  who  were  the  objects  of  its  peculiar 
care,  and  who  would  cruelly  suffer,  if  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  hoa.  member,  the 
whole  system  were  to  be  torn  down. — The 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  said  there  was 
no  reduction.  But  the  fact  was,  that  they 
had  abolished  three  distinct  branches  of 
the  department,  and  removed  14  or  15 
individuals.    Some  of  these  ^ere  lieads  of 
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offices,  in  the  tnvt  of  mpnejr*  Npir  he 
frithed  to  know  if  that  was  nothing,  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the  busi- 
ness couJd  be  done  how;  and  nothing 
but  a  desire  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  the 
resolution  of  last  session  would  have 
Induced  hiro  to  go  so  far.  With  respeot 
to  Mr.  Tweedie,  it  was  true  he  had  g9ne 
off  with  a  portion  of  the  public  money. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  s^id,  that  no 
money  ought  to  have  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  cashiers.  But  there  was  a  great 
number  of  bills  to  be  paid  on  a  certain 
day;  some  to  a  very  trifling  amount, 
even  below  1/.  For  the  conveniency  p£ 
paying  those  bills*  a  Cjsrtain  sum  must 
be  got  from  the  Bank.  Several  of  U)e 
bills  might  not  be  presented  for  payment 
that  day,  and  the  money  would  conse- 
quently remain  in  the  custody  of  the 
cashiers.  It  was  undoubtedly  true  th^t 
♦k«.  ..«—-.«  «ii»,i^j  *^'  kj^j  succeeded  m 

t  there  had  be/en 
for  many  years. 
)/.  had  been  paid 
>,0Q0^.  had  been 
iixBt  time  by  de- 
iu8  lost  30,000/. 
d  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman mean  to  say  that  a  cashier  ought 
to  be  deprived  of  all  emoluments  from  his 
office  ?  He  must  find  security  to  the 
amount  of  4,00M.  If  he  should  have  any 
property  of  his  own,  which,  God  knew, 
was  not  often  the  case,  no  sale  could  take 
place  while  he  held  the  office.  If,  then* 
by  cutting  down  the  salary,  all  induce- 
ments for  undergoing  such  obligations 
were  taken  away,  they  would  destroy  all 
chance  of  the  duties  being  properly  per- 
formed, or  of  finding  proper  security. 
Some  of  thoise  persons  had  been  in  office 
tiO,  40,  and  even  50  years.  Would  they 
now  take  their  bread  from  them?  He 
knew  not  what  the  feelings  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  might  be,  but  he  wished  to 
God  he  had  to  communicate  with  the 
individuals  whose  services  were  dispensed 
with  under  the  late  regulations.  He 
wished  he  was  obliged  to  hear  tlie  state- 
ments which  many  of  them  had  made  to 
him  of  their  personal  situations;  then, 
perhaps,  he  might  feel,  in  its  full  extent, 
the  calamity  which  was*  |[isjted  upon 
numbers  of  families.  With  respect  to  the 
superannuation  list,  the  first  name  that 
appeared  upon  it  was  that  of  Mr.  Fennel, 
who  had  served  49  years  in  aptiye  em- 
ploy inent*  Many  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned   had    large    familiesi    ^4   ^^P^^ 


Aoiy  EiUmaim'^ 
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senrices  entitled  them  to  esqiect  a  gnite* 
ful  return  from  their  country.  He  cooU 
not  believe  that  tlie  people  of  England 
would  say  that  they  were  not  in  a  situation 
to  remunerate  their  deserving  and  worn* 
out  public  servants.  Thehon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  the  treasurer  wjas  greatly 
overpaid.  He  would  not  apieak  of  tho 
person  who  now  held  the  office  (himself) ; 
but,  with  respect  lo  the  office  he  ^puld 
say  that  3,000/i  was  D<>t  too  much*  It^ 
thje  first  place,  the  treasurer  had  recelried 
the  same  sum  for  150  y^eiirs*  In  tJia 
second  plac^,  he  was,  on  account  of  his 
pecuniary  responsiibility,  placed  nnder 
great  difficulties.  Did  t^e  hon.  gentler 
roan  kpow,  that  the  treasurer  wjbs  under 
a  constant  pecunisry  riskt  and  could  not 
make  a  title  io  any  part  otk^B  property? 
He  could  tell  9  case,  m  which  it  bad  come 
under  his  oi^n  knowledsei,  that  actual 
pecuniary  loss  had  been  jnc|irred  in  con* 
sequence.  Many  years,  jtoo,  after  ka. 
might  have  ceased  to  hold  the  office,  be 
might  not  obtain  a  quietust  and  could  not 
sell  an  acre  of  l^d,  or  make  a  title  to  any 
property.  To  extend,  then,  such  a  re* 
duction  to  the  persons  to  whom  the  hon,, 
gentleman  had  alluded,  would  be  most 
cruel,  most  unjust,  and  most  unfair. — If 
it  were  the  wish  of  the  House,  however,; 
to  haye  the  vote  diininished,  he  wpuld  ten 
thousand  times  rather  they  would  take 
his  whole  salary,  than  encroach  upon 
those  of  the  persons  under  him,  who 
looked  up  to  nim  for  protectipn,  in  the 
possession  of  what  they  had  bo  hardly 
earned,  and  the  enjoyment  of  which  he 
hoped  would  always  be  secured  to  them* 

Mr.  EUke  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
marking on  the  difficulty  of  the  situation 
in  which  the  right  hon*  gentleman  and 
others  were  placed  in  the  present  state  of 
the  law.  He  djd  not  think,  by  any  means, 
that  the  salary  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentle- 
man was  too  high*  Fof  his  own  part,  be 
would  not  accept  it  with  the  responsibility 
attached  to  it.  His  only  object  in  rising 
was,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  particular  ^uhiect.  He  thought 
such  ap  alteration  shpuld  be  made  in  thia 
oppressive  law,  as  would  remove  from 
gentlemen  in  office  some  of  the  difficulties 
they  were  now  burthened  with* 

Mr.  Beunet  was  ready  to  admit  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  must  feel  it  a  painful 
duty  to  suit  the  salaries  of  those  whom 
the  public  employed  to  the  cirdunstanoea 
of  the  times.  But,  in  doing  this  duty» 
hi^  right  bqu.  fri^n4  WO^^l  npdoub^  te* 
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coUect  dia  Imadre^s  ^od  tbt  ib9M««n49 
who9e  property  bad  bc<en  sold  off  for  the 
payment  of  tases.  Families  in  qaaiuifoc- 
luriog  empi^yfiaents  paid  taxes  OMt  of 
their  7#*  a*Kreek,  Pennons  employed  in 
husbandry  paid  taxes  out  gf  6^  a^week* 
Hi«  ^ight  hoOf  frieod  ought  oei^r  to  forge! 
frhat  the  pepple  fufered  out  of  doprs. 
He  WW  QOt  pleased  with  25  per  cei^t,  or 
10  per  cent,  pr  aijy  per  centage.  It  was 
the  doty  of  oiinisfers  io  look,  to  every 
^ce,  nfd  IO  applyy  n^t  it  vague  and  gene- 
ral  ft^^f  bu|t  to  r ^dupe  «Qine  50  par  c^t» 
and  some  not  at  a)l*  Miaiaters  aeemod 
io  feel  JH>  ^sympiu^  ffif  ihe  subfltem  io 
offiee,  when  they  deprhred  tbem  </  IQ  per 
eent  of  iheir  income  by  a  property  tax; 
Ihey  jreaerViOd  their  coauD^eratioa  for 
the  tii^e  when  provisieos,  and  ahoost 
every  artiple  tU  coaMwaptioo*  had  dimi- 
^sbad  frow  ^  jU>  40  per  oent.  ^^ith 
regard  to  the  offioe  of  his  right  ban. 
friend,  the  commitlee  of  fioance  of  1817i 
had  stated,  that  the  doty  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  diftred  liule  froai  that  of  ordinary 
bankers*  His  richt  hon.  friend  defended 
Ihe  rate  of  biaaalary,  and  had  given  its  a 
reason  why  il^ahaujd  not  beieduced,  that 
it  bid  him  under  great  pecuniary  penalf 
ties,  and  imposed  great  reatralots  on  the 
disposal  of  his  jprooerty*  He  (Mr.  fi.) 
disappnoved  of  oiese  rsstraiots,  and 
wotud  gladly  allow  hia  right  hon.  friend 
die  disposal  of  his  propenyt  provided  he 
would  accept  of  2,0002.  instead  of  3,0002. 
of  salary.  In  his  Opinion,  all  the  high 
pffioes  of  state  vrere  too  well  paid.  He 
agreed  with  Dr.  FrankliHy  that  the  £ni- 
glish  government  ought  not  to  take  so 
iVHich  from  the  papple  in  order  to  fill  Ihe 
pockets  of  placemen.  He  hoped,  there* 
fpre,  that  a  general  reduetion  would  take 
plaae  of  all  the  salaries  and  emolumenu 
of  oi|ee,  beginntag  with  that  of  the  king, 
i^nd  extending  through  thope  of  the  chief 
ipinisten  of  the  Crown  down  to  the  lowest 
agent  of  ffovermoea^. 

The  Marquis  of  LanAmdirrff  defeaded 
the  plan  of  the  chanc^lor  of  the  exche- 
quer  for  reduoing  aalaries.  When  it  was 
ifefore  the  House,  it  would  be  found  that 
no  office  had  been  spaved,  but  that  all 
had  been  revtsad,  and  most  put  on  a  new 
scale.  It  did  not  proceed  on  the  principle 
of  taking  M  per  cents  10  per  cent,  or 
any  other  per  centage  on  salaries  9  hot, 
after  a  labprioiis  investigation  of  each 
paislieulaf  office,  it  Axed  its  emolumenfts 
at  a  proper  aeale. 

Lard  Afiiapp  suggested  lkat|  as  the 


Ebo  idhided  to  by  the  nobk'  lord  would 
e  brought  forwam  oa  Tuesday,  the  bestt 
way  would  be  to  postpone  tnie  farther 
eonsideration  of  thiseobjeet  till  W«dne8«« 
day.  He  would  therefore  move,  that  the 
chairman  do  report  progress  and  ask  lettra. 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Mum€  jCoacurred  in  the  oaoden  for 
adjournment.  The  retrenehment  pro*, 
posed  by  ministers  could,  he  said,  neither 
relieve  the  pressing  distress,  nor  satisff 
the  just  deudands  of  the  country.  The 
right  hpn.  gentleman  had  spoken  pfthe 
wounds  inflicted  on  his  feelings,  ip  com^ 
municatinff  to  the  gentlemen  in  bis  office 
the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  their 
services  would  bo  longer  be  naqjuired^  or 
that  thahr  enaluments  were  to  be  reduced! 
but,  had  he  no  feethig  for  the  people  who 
paid  those  salaries,  and  suffered  more  se^ 
vere  privations  ?  He  did  not  yield  to  the 
right  horn  gentleman  in  bis  sympathy  for 
reduced  public  servants  with  diminished 
incomes ;  but  his  sympathy  was  not  ex* 
clusivehr  confined  to  the  government  of* 
fiees.  He  felt  for  the  ruined  farmer,  the 
distressed  xianufaotiHrer,  the  people  bur* 
theaed  with  taxes,  die  landlord  without 
reot,  and  the  iabourer  without  wages^ 
With  such  a  picture  of  the  public  misery 
before  themi  mmisters  were  gaihj  of  m 
derelictioii  of  their  public  duty  if  thrr 
did  not  increase  the  means  of  roief  by  all 
the  retrenchments  io  their  power.  They 
ought  to  coose  down  to  the  House  with  » 
preposition  to  redaoe  the  civil  list  U  per 
cent.  He  had  heard  wHh  regret  in  ano- 
ther place,  a  recommendation  to  country 
gentlemen  to  reduce  thdr  rents  as  the 
only  reaaedy  to  the  existing  evil.  But|. 
when  they  induced  theiff  rents,  were  place- 
mes  to  retain  their  salaries  at  thair  fliU 
amount,  and  was  the  exorbitant  civil  list 
to  be  kept  up  ?  The  honour  of  the  Crown 
did  not  require  the  costly  extravagance 
with  whkh  it  was  supported ;  and  fVom 
ail  that  he  had  heard  of  the  heart  of  hia 
majesty,  he  was  convinced  that  he  would 
be  the  first  to  propose  retrenchment— 
that  he  would  be  the  first  to  order  a  re« 
doetion  in  ^e  trappings  of  the  rcnrat  es- 
tablidimenta— that  he  would  be  the  first 
to  propose  a  curtailment  of  useless  splen« 
dor,  if  truth  were  allowed  to  reach  his 
ear,  and  if  he  could  see  or  learn  the  ex-> 
tent  of  his  people's  soffiDrings.  He^  there*; 
fore,  hoped  that  the  noble  marquis  would 
come  down  oa  Tuesday  with  apropos!^ 
tion  to  reduce  the  civil  Hat,  at  least  £5 
par  cent,  and  (41  gevetneienl  offioea  in. 
proportion. 
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The  committee  divided  on  lord  Althorp's 
motion  of  adjournment.  Ayes  S7«  Noes 
107.  A  second  division  took  place  on 
Mr.  Hume's  amendment ;  Ayes  28,  Noes 
99.  A  third  division  took  place  on  a 
motion  of  adjournment ;  Ayes  23,  Noes 
94.  On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the 
original  resolution,  the  committee  again 
divided;  Ayes  94,  Noes  21. 


List  of  the 

Althorp,  lord 
Bury,  lord 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Bemal,  R. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Concannon,  Lucius 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Davies,  col. 
ElHoe,  E. 
Uobhouse,  J.  C. 


Minority* 

Hume,  J, 
James,  W. 
LushiDgtoD,  Dr. 
Moore,  P. 
Maberly,  J. 
Palmer,  F. 
Ricatdo,  D. 
Robarts,  A.  W. 
Wood,  dderman 
Williams,  W. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Monday^  March  4« 

Ilchbstbr  Gaol—Pbtition  or  Mr. 
HtJNT.]  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  he 
had  a  petition  to  present  from  Mr.  H. 
Hunt,  confined  in  Ilchester  gaol.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  advert  to  any  of  the 
liicts  stated  in  the  report  of  the  commis- 
aioners  respecting  the  cruelties  pmctised 
upon  this  individoaU  He  would  confine 
himself  to  some  recent  cruelties  which 
Mr.  Hunt  said  had  been  inflicted  upon 
bim.  These  were  contained  in  a  letter 
which  he  had  received  that  morning  from 
him.  The  hon.  alderman  here  read  some 
extracts  firom  Mr.  Hunt's  letter,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  a  fresh  instance  of 
persecution  had  occurred  by  order  of  the 
rev.  Dr.  Colston  and  another  of  the  visit- 
ing magistrates.  They  discovered  that 
there  was  a  small  door,  through  which 
Mr.  Hunt  had  access  to  a  small  yard,  to 
which  allusion  was  made  in  the  report. 
Tliis  door  Mr.  Hardy,  the  gaoler,  had 
aaffered  to  remain  open ;  but  as  soon  as 
the  magistrates  discovered  it,  they  ordered 
it  to  be  shut  up.  Mr.  Hunt  farther 
stated,  that  in  consequence  of  being  shut 
up  every  night,  and  usins  candle-light 
from  5  to  12  o'clock,  he  had  got  a  great 
v^ness  in  his  sight,  and  was  nearly 
blind  of  one  eye.  A  short  time  back, 
his  own  surgeon  and  the  surgeon  of  the 
prison  had  to  perform  an  operation  on 
his  eye.  He  wished  to  have  this  con- 
cealed from  his  family ;  but  it  somehow 
leached  their  ears,  and  his  son,  and  a 
y<HUig  lady,  his  ward,  applied,  in  a  state 


of  distraction,  to  be  admitted  while  that 
operation  was  performing.  They  were 
refused  admission,  and  Mr.  Hardy,  the 
gaoler,  observed,  that  even  if  Mr.  Hunt 
were  dying,  he  dared  not  admit  them, 
without  the  consent  of  the  magistrates. 
After  this  operation,  he  had  been  ordered 
constantly  to  foment  his  eye  with  warm 
water.  Finding  that  he  should  frequently 
want  assistance,  he  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  have  a  nurse ;  but  this  was  refused, 
unless  he  accepted  the  services  of  one  of 
the  female  convicts.  The  assistance  of 
his  son  and  his  ward  were  also  denied 
him.  He  was  thus  locked  up  from  six 
in  the  evening  till  five  in  the  morning ; 
the  door  was  then  opened,  and  some  warm 
water  given,  and  it  was  again  shot,  till 
the  usual  time  of  opening,  when  his  sur- 
geon came  to  see  htm ;  and,  during  this 
time,  he  continued  to  suffer  the  greatest 
pain.  Surely,  the  sentence  on  this  indi- 
vidual was  of  itself  Be^ere  enough,  with- 
out aggravating  it  by  such  cruelties.  He 
would  only  add,  that  all  the  statements 
which  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Hunt 
had  turned  out  to  be  correct.  He  was 
glad  to  learn  that  on  Saturday  last  an 
order  had  been  sent  down  by  the  high 
sheriff  of  the  eounty,  to  have  Mr.  Hunt 
treated  with  more  lenity  than  he  had  re- 
cently experienced.  He  trusted  this  be- 
nevolent disposition  might  not  be  frus- 
trated, as  that  of  a  former  high  sheriff  bad 
been. 

Mr.  Dtddnttm  said,  that  Mr.  Hunt 
would  now  be  placed  in  the  same  situation 
in  which  he  was  before  the  regulations 
complained  of. 

Mr.  Bennet  deprecated  the  cruelty  of 
not  allowing  Mr.  Hunt  to  be  attended  by 
his  son  or  ward.  What  the  motive  was 
for  such  conduct  he  could  not  tell ;  one 
of  the  vbitinff  magistrates  was  a  preacher 
of  the  gospel ;  he  was  certain,  however, 
that  his  conduct  vras  not,  in  this  instance, 
conformable  with  its  precepts.  The  pri- 
soner could  not  say,  m  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  scripture,  <<  I  was  sick,  and  in 
prison,  and  you  visited  me  not,''  but  he 
might  say,  «<  I  was  sick,  and  in  prison, 
and  you  persecuted  me." 

Mr.  Hobhouie  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  attention  of  government  would  be 
turned  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Hunt,  with  a 
view  to  his  removal  from  that  gaol  alto- 
ffether,  if  they  should  not  go  farther. 
When  Mr.  Hunt  was  sentenced,  it  was 
stated,  that  Ilchester  gaol  was  chosen  as  a 
matter  of  favour  to  Mr.  Ijiunt.    It  now 
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•eeined,  hdwever»  that  it  was  no  favour, 
and  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  goyem- 
ment  would  order  his  removal  to  some 
other  prison.  Government  alone  could 
effectually  assist  him,  and  not  the  magis- 
trates. 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  that  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Hunt's  sentence,  Ucbester  gaol  was 
considered  as  one  of  the  best  regulated  in 
the  kingdom.  It  had  since  turned  out, 
certainly,  that  thb  was  not  the  fact. 

Mr.  Wtfnn  denied  that  there  was  any 
prerogative  in  the  Crown  to  transfer  a 
prisoner  under  sentence  from  one  gaol  to 
another.  It  would  be  a  most  dangerous 
precedent ;  for  if  it  were  done  in  mUiga- 
tion,  it  might  also  •  be  done  in  aggrava- 
tion. 

Mr.  Denman  observed,  that  although 
there  was  no  prerogative  to  transfer  pri- 
soBei%  under  sentence,  yet  it  had  been 
done  by  consent  in  many  cases. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  a  verjr  inju- 
dicious mode  had  been  adopted  m  thia 
case.  He  would  admit,  that  neither  the 
sheriffs  nor  the  magistrates,  had  any  autho- 
rity  to  aggravate  the  sentence  of  a  prison- 
er; but  no  inquiry  on  this  subject  had 
been  gone  into  by-  the  House.  If  the 
petition  had  been  intrusted  to  his  care, 
he  would  have  moved  that  it  be  referred 
to  a  committee ;  and  ha  was  satisfied  that 
if  any  cause  of  complaint  was  proved  to 
exist,  the  House  would  not  suffer  it  to 
continue. 

Dr.  Luthingfon  conceived^  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  inconvenience  which  Mr. 
Hunt  had  suffered,  arose  out  of  a  roiscon-. 
caption  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates. 
From  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  it 
was  evident,  that  in  the  course  of  nine 
months  they  had  made  nine  distinct 
orders,  regarding  the  manner  in  which 
visiters  were  to  be  admitted  to  Mr.  Hunt. 
That  circumstance  was  of  itself  sufficient 
to  prove  that  they  had  been  in  doubt  as  to 
the  conduct  which  they  ought  to  pursue 
towards  him;  and  being  so  in  doubt, 
they  unfortunately  resorted  to  a  mode  of 
remedying  their  doubts,  which  absolutely 
aggravated  the  disorders  they  were  called 
upon  to  check.  By  availing  themselves 
of  a  sanction  contained  in  an  act  of  par- 
liament, they  had  bound  up  their  hands, . 
and  lefl  themselves  no  discretion  what- 
soever. He  adverted  to  that  circumstance 
to  remind  such  magistrates  as  had  seats 
in  that  House,  that  they  ought  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  judges  a  series  of  definite  regu- 
lations for  the  internal  management  of 


prisons,  without  beidg  certain  that  no 
exceptions  would  arise  to  them.  It  never 
was  mtended  by  the  legislature,  that  the 
judges  should  lay  down  a  system  of  prison 
discipline :  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
thin^,  it  was  evident,  that  much  of  the 
discipline  in  every  prison,  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrates.  He, 
therefore,  trusted,  that  the  magistrates 
would,  at  an  early  period,  place  before 
the  judges  a  new  set  of  regulations,  to  do 
away  with  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  present  set. 

Mr.  Alderman  Heygate  said,  he  had 
read  the  report  of  the  commissioners  with 
the  deepest  regret,  and  thought  that  a 
case  had  been  made  out  by  evidence,  to 
induce  the  House  to  look  at  that  prison 
with  peculiar  jealousy. .  He  was  no  advo- 
cate, for  Mr.  Hunt;  but  he  was  entitled, 
like  every  Englishman,  to  justice,  and  not 
to  be  visited  with  a  severer  punishment 
than  the  law  and  the  judges  intended. 
He  was  confident  it  could  not  be  the  wish, 
either  of  the  government  or  the  magis- 
trates, to  countenance  proceedings  Tike 
those  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  and  ha 
trusted  means  would  be  taken  without 
delay  to  prevent  the.  possibility  of  their 
recurrence. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Navy  FrvB  Pbr  Cxnts  Bill.}  Mr. 
OrenfeU  wished  to  ask  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  a  question,  regarding  the 
remuneration  which  ij^ie  Bank  of  England, 
were  to  receive  for  managing  this  trans- 
action. Had  the  right  hon.  sentlemaa 
made  any  compact  with  the  Bank,  regard* 
ing  that  remuneration  I  If  the  Bank  were 
to  have  the  aame  remuneration  as  it  had 
for  managing  loans,  it  would  be  entitled  to 
80M.  out  of  every  million  which  passed 
through  its  hands.  When  they  recol- 
lected that  the  sum  of  money  now  to  be 
dealt  with,  was  somewhat  more,  than 
150,000,000/.,  they  would  see  that  any 
per  centage  would  afford  the  Bank  a  con- 
siderable profit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  no  agreement  had  yet  been  made  as 
to  the  rate  of  remuneration  the  Bank 
should  receive  for  its  services,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  proposed,  plan. 
The  degre/B  of  trouble  it  would  have, 
must,  ,of  course,  depend  upon  the  number 
of  dissents:  the.  question  of  remuneration 
must,  therefore,  be  left  open  to  future 
considera^tion. .  He  certainly  thought  it . 
but,  just  and  equjta^lei  tliat.a   clause 
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•liould  be  iiMertad  in  ttu»  bilH  efitMing 
that  corporation  to  some  compentatiott 
for  flieir  mmble. 

Mr.  Ore^feU  agreed  io  the  knt  propott- 
tioti  ef  the  right  hen.  gent^  bul  it  wa«  fit 
to  take  a  little  into  view  the  giieat  profits 
the  Bank  derived  from  the  public.  For 
the  management  of  the  national  debt,  as 
ft  IV8S  called,  which  meant  only  the  pay* 
meat  of  the  half-yearly  dividends,  the 
Bank  received  270,000/.  a  year.  Inde^ 
nendently  of  this,  they  had  always  in 
liand  an  average  balance  of  four  millions 
bf  the  public  money,  fcff  which  a  service 
was  perfbrmed  so  very  inadequate  to  the 
interest  of  this  motfey,  that  he  was  con- 
fideot  it  might  be  safely  performed  by 
private  baiA^rs  for  lOfl&Ol.  a  year. 

Mr.  Hume9B\df  that  during  the  whole 
war,  the  Bank  had  taken  a  great  deal  too 
aMVch  out  of  the  public  purse,  and,  in  the 
l^resent  stfate  of  the  country,  it  ought  to 
lend  ite  aid  gratuitously.  The  Bank  of 
Ireland  charged  nothmg  fbr  what  it  did> 
while  the  Banfk  of  England  obtained  not 
leas'  than  940,000/.  a'  year.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  150,0001.  would  more  than 
ivmunet^te^  thte  Bank  for  alt  the  trouble 
•»  whioh  fb  waa  put  for  the  service  of  the 
country. 

Tlie  House  ^mvittff'reifolved'itselflntd  a 
committee  on  the  bill, 

Mr.  CfntHjM  moreif  ihe^  cWrf^dtvfor  the 
presents  of  the  clause  empowering  the  lordtf 
of  th^  Treaadry  to  remunerate  the  Bank. 
Some  termv  ou^  fltut  to  bemadb  witk  the 
direetonf,  and^  on  a'fbtture  day  the  chan«- 
oeUov  of  ^e  exchequer  might  be  prepared 
to  state  them* 

The  dkntMUhr  of  ihe^  BMeheauefttAd^ 
tbav  Aer  cireumstanee  o^  the  degree  of 
labour  being'  as-yet  unascertaittable^  was^ 
in  his  opinion,  a' reason  foradepiing  th^ 
dause^  subjeotto the  future  approbailen* 
of  parliameiit* 

The  committee  divided^  For  retaiaiiig 
tke  clhusei  76.    Against  it  39^ 

Army  Estimates.]  The*  House- 
ha«hig^reioWed  itself  into  a^commhteo' of 
supply,  t0which4he>  AriayBithiiateswerei 
reforredtf 

Lord  Pahnentort  uM,  that  the*  estl^ 
mates  whiohhe  had  now  to  brlngfOiWttt^- 
would  shew^  that  in  the  army  irery  consi* 
derable-  reductiont^faad  taken  place,  aAd 
very  considerable  savings  had  been  made. 
The  redeetioosemountMinmea  talSySOi*, 
and  tbe  aa>vidff,  that  is  to  sayv  the  totaf 
deoreise  t>f  ^Mrge  in  1682,  •amotMed^e^ 
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BinM9i.tS$.W.  On  the  land  forces 
(exclusive  of  India}  a  reduction  liad  beeA 
made  of  499,817/.  I2si  $d.  There  were 
cinrce  modes  of  redaction  whicli  had  sug* 
getted  themselves.  1st.  a  reduction  of 
r^ments.  2dly.  A  reduction  of  men*. 
Sdly.  A  reduction  of  troops  or  companies 
in  each  regiments  The  latter  expedient 
had  been  approved  of,  because  it  was 
found  to  effect  a  greater  saving  in  point  of 
charge,  and  also  becatise  it  left  the  army 
more  effective  than  any  of  the  other  modes 
oould  have  done,  and  it  did  not  interfere 
with  the  principle  iff  rotation  as  applied  to 
regiments' abroad.  There  were  two  regt« 
menta  of  cavalry  reduced  intirely;  two 
troops  in  eadt  remaining  regiaient,  and 
two  companies  in  each  regiment  of  fooU 
In  tile  stair  the^  reduction  of  charge^  aa 
coRSpared  with  the  charge  of  182U 
anipunted  to  13,571/.  lS».0(/i  In  the 
public  departmenCi,  thef  reduction  dt 
charge  amounted  to  1^,0091. 6#.  Sd.  The 
reduction  of  charges  for  medicines  9,1^84^. 
5$*  Sd4  Volunteer  corps  9,156A  6$.  Sik 
hk  oenseqaenee  of  the  unsatisfactory  and 
rery  disturbed  state  of  Ireland;  it'  was 
found  necessary  to  inict^eaie  the  force  In 
thatoountiy,  whidi*  AadeediArence  in 
the  estimates  of  4^,00(tfi  lathe  Royd 
Military  Goltege^  the  satitag'amdonted  to 
SfiSSl.  e9.9(k  In'  th^  ariny^pay  of 
g^eral  officert,  the  inc^tease  was  8.856/. 
8sk  1 1/.  In  the  fidlnpay  of  r^ired  officers* 
15,284/.  19^.  4</.  In  the  half-f>ay  ami 
riliKtary  alfowanoes  51,640/.  19s.  ddl  In 
the  forsign  hidf-pay,  the  reducttoniT 
aflMmntsd-  te^  6iS9SL  In  the  in-pensionere 
of  Chdsea 'and  BUnlainham  hospitalt  tiiy 
efi88L'  lis.  9«k  But  in  the  out^pensioneri 
of  these  hespitala  thefts  was  an  increase  in 
(^«t^iof84^59)^.  lOt.7^1  That  iitci'eatltf 
waS'  greatly  te  be  aedotmted^  fyf  by  thi^ 
rcdoetioff  or  the  array,  and  the^ceesequeiit^ 
increase  of  pensioners.  In  the  Royal 
Military' Asyhiih  there^waee  reduction  of 
cbar^ei  of«,076/.  12s<  4tf.  In  thewfd^ws*^ 
pension,  the^ecreaseatootinted'to  SfiHSi. 
14«.  9d.  Iti  the  rediit5ed  a^UtanU'  o9 
local  milMa^  the  reductiott  cPf  charge^ 
atttottmedte  19i819/»  109.  Id'stiperantHK 
atloR'aHowtooes^  tbe  iik^resie  amobhtetf^ 
to^  8,761/.  179**  4tfrf  In  the^royal'veteraii' 
bMtttlionisthe  r^ttcttow  of  c^drge-aidmtrtit* 
ed  td'67  J44//  79.  Od.  Ttie'  totri  amount* 
of  reduotions^fi^the'  l»t'  yealr^  amounted^ 
to  587,840/i  ISaldi  It  w*iii  faftr-  Uf  ob*' 
serve,  that  that^reduction  had  beefi  inttd^ 
on '  a'  sum  of  3,500,0001.  AIliiStbtiabSfA' 
beea  niede' some  nightt  sitfc^^  to  the^' 
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ioance  committee  which  sat  in  1817. 
That  committee  established  the  charge 
lor  the  military  senrice  at  8,500»00&w 
The  total  charge  for  the  present  jear 
amoonted  but  to  7,494»000^,  iocluding  a 
torn  of  40>00(V.  for  the  yeomanry  of  Ire* 
land.  If  that  force  had  not  been  called 
put,  of  course  there  would  have  been  ad* 
ditional  reductions  to  the  amount  he  had 
stated.  There  was  an  arrangement  on 
foot  with  the  East  India  company,  by 
which  it  was  proposed,  that  the  com- 
paay  should  pay  200,000/.  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  force  there.  If  that 
arrangement  should  be  completed,  the 
sum  necessanr  to  be  voted  would  amount 
to  960,000/.  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
estimates  last  year.  The  amount  of 
charge  for  the  present  year,  as  compared 
with  the  year  1817»  was  less  by  a  sum  of 
l.aoOtOOO/. ;  and  (he  total  expence  of  the 
army,  taking  into  consideration  the  extra- 
ordinary expenditure,  amounted  to  nearly 
a  miUion  less  than  the  estimate  of  the 
last  year..  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving,  **  That  a  number  of  land  forces, 
not  exceeding  68,802  men,  (exclusive  of 
the  men  belonging  to  the  regiments  em- 
ployed in  the  territorial  possessions  of  the 
Bast  India  company )  commissioned  and 
oon-commissioned  officers  included,  be 
maintained  for  the  service  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
from  the  25th  Dec  1821,  to  the  24th 
Dec.  1822.'* 

Colonel  Davief  said,  he  was  prepared 
to  show,  that  the  proposed  reductions 
were  not  conducted  with  a  view  to  eco- 
nomy, and  that  if  instead  of  two  troops 
or  two  companies  from  each  regiment,  a 
certain  naoiber  of  entire  battalions  were 
reduced,  the  saving  to  the  country  be- 
yond what  was  now  proposed,  would  be 
\llfiOOl.i  as  it  was  evident,  that  while 
the  aame  number  of  men  were  reduced, 
Ihere  mi^ht  be  a  much  greater  reduction 
of  the  officers,  who  formed  so  large  a  part 
of  the  expense  of  a  regiment.  He  in- 
tended, therefore,  to  propose  a  reduction, 
in  addition  to  what  had  been  proposed,  of 
four  battalions  of  infantry,  which  would 
inccease  the  numbers  of  the  proposed  re- 
ductions from  12»000  odd,  to  15,000  men 
ip  addition  to  the  staff  corps  and  the  wag- 
gon train*  of  which  he  should  come  to 
speak  presently.  He  was  sensible  that  in 
proposing  so  small  a  reduction,  affecting 
too  only  the  infantry,  he  was  making  a 
sacrifice  of  principle  to  ^expediency ;  for 
why,  he  womd  ask,  was  there  to  be  mab- 
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tained  now  3,000  more  cavalry  than  in 
1792?    In  1792,  there  were  only  5,000 
cavalry;  there  were  now  8,300,  so  that 
making  the  largest  allowance,  there  might 
be  now  a  reduction  of  1,500  or  2,000  ca- 
valry.    Much  had  been  said  of  the  in- 
crease of  our  colonies*  as  calling  for  an 
increase  of  our  military  force ;  but  as  to 
the  cavalry,  there  was  no  pretence  foe 
this  increase,  a8  thfs  description  of  force 
was  never  employed  in  the  colonies.    In 
the  year  1792,  the  estimates  were  proposed 
haI^yearly ;   and  so  far  from  its  oeing 
thought  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  had  been  lately 
asserted,  that  the  establitthmants  of  1792 
were  on  too  reduced  a  scale,  the  estimates 
for  the  latter  half  of  that  year  reduced 
tl^e  military  force  b^  6,000  men.    llie 
force  in    the   colomes    was   then   only 
13,200  men,  being  1,700  men  less  than 
those  at  present  employed  in  the  colonies 
which  we  had  then  possessed.  In  the  new 
colonies  an  enormous  force  waif  maintained. 
In  Malta  there  were  2,000  men ;  in  the 
Ionian  islands  there    were   4,000  men. 
And  why  was  this  force  necessary  ?    Be- 
cause, instead  of  giving  the  people  a  good 
government,  we  had  driven  them  to  des- 
peration by  acts  of  oppression.    In  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  we  had  2,000  men. 
Why,  it  miglit  be  asked,  had  we  no  colo- 
nial militia  r  But,  even  on  the  supposition 
that  we  could  have  no  militia,  the  garrison 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  double 
what  was  necessary.     In  the  island  ot 
Ceylon  we  had  also  2,000  men ;  but  there 
we  had  3,600  colonial  troops.    Why  had 
we,  with  such  a  colonial  force,  so  large  a 
body  of  regular  troops  ?    It  was  true,  that 
one  of  the  regiments  in  Ceylon  was  at  the 
charge  of  the  East  India  company ;  but, 
as  that  regiment  was  as  much  as  was  ne- 
cessary.   It    was    unnecessary    that    we 
should  be  at  any  charge  on  account*  of 
that  island.     He  might,  therefore,  safely 
say,  that  the  establishments  were  too  large 
in  Ceylon,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the 
Ionian  islands,  and  in  Malta;   so    that 
there  was  ample  room  for  the  further 
reduction  which  he  had  proposed.    He 
had    said   nothing  of  the    West  India 
islands,  where   the  establishmenU  wera. 
too  large  by  some  thousands  of  men. 
These  establishments  were  defended  on 
account  of  the   change  created  by  the- 
independence  of  South  America.     That 
change,  however,  rather  conduced  to  tha 
safety  of  our  colonial  possessions,  as  the 
South  Americans  would  form  a  counter- 
poise against  the  North|  of  whom  they 
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would  be  more  likely  to  feel  jealous  thtn 
of  this  country. — He  dow  cane  to  the 
waggon  troin,  which  was  set  down  in  the 
esumates  at  a  charge  of  6,295/.  In  the 
whole  army  there  was,  in  time  of  peace, 
nothing  more  preposterous  and  unneces- 
sary than  this  corps.  When  the  troops 
were  in  active  serTice,  he  granted,  the 
corps  was  highlv  useful  to  &cilitate  the 
movement  of  tne  army:  but  now  they 
were  scattered  about  the  kingdom,  and 
attached  solely  to  the  forge-carts.  This 
corps  was  only  military  in  name.  They 
were,  in  fact,  only  waggoners  attached  to 
the  army,  subject  indeed  to  martial  law 
but  not  to  discipline;  so  that  while  there 
were  waggoners  in  the  country  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  raising  them. 
He  should  propose  to  reduce  this  corps. 
The  fttaff  corps,  too,  which  amounted  to 
558  men,  stood  at  a  charge  of  nearly 
S5,00(W.,  whereas  the  ordinary  charge  for 
such  a  force  would  not  be  more  than 
11,000/.  As  to  this  force,  it  was  stated 
by  colonel  Brown,  that  it  was  useful  when 
extensive  field  works  were  carried  on,  and 
in  cases  of  emergency.  But  there  were 
now  neither  field  worlcs  nor  emergencies. 
This  corps  was  as  numerous  now  as  in 
1810,  in  the  heat  of  the  war.    He  should 

Eropose  its  entire  reduction,  which  would 
e  a  saving  of  24',581/.  Another  subject 
was  one  which  he  felt  it  invidious  conti* 
nually  to  recur  to— connected  as  he  was 
with  the  military  profession;  he  meant 
the  two  majors  who  were  now  attached  to 
each  regiment.  He  should  suggest,  how- 
ever»  once  more,  that  the  second  major  of 
each  regiment  should  be  reduced,  on  this 
^ound,  that  they  had  not  been  appmnted 
till  1796,  when  they  were  so  appointed  on 
account  of  the  contingencies,  and  the  in- 
crease of  numbers  from  1,000  to  1,200. 
Yet  now  the  numbers  were  reduced  to 
one-half,  and  contingencies  were  so  much 
less  frequent,  but  the  second  majors  re- 
mained. By  their  reduction  85,000/. 
more  would  be  saved.  The  charge  for 
recruiting  was  also  one  on  which  great 
saving  might  be  efftcted.  The  toUl 
charge  was  58,782/.  The  nett  expense 
after  deduction  of  the  money  paid  for  dis- 
charges, 45,000/.  This  was  for  an  army  of 
68,000  men,  while  in  1819  the  sum  paid 
was  about  AOfiOOL  on  an  arm;y  of  80,000 
men:  including  the  sum  paid  for  dis- 
charges, so  that  the  increase  of  charge 
was  18,000/.,  though  the  numbers  to  be 
recruited  for  were  reduced  firote  80  to 
68>00a    ThU  was  a  sign  of  the  greatest 
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profusion  in  manaffemeot.     There   waa 
one  corps  in  which  the  recruiting  waa 
managed  without  any  expence,    except 
that  of  bounties,  as  the  parties  reported 
immediately  to  the  head-quarters  of  ^e 
regiment.     This   arrangement  might  be 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  whole  army. 
As  to  the  regiments  on  foreign  service, 
the  recruiting  officers  could  report  to  the 
commander  at  the  d^pdts.      The  recruits 
too  were  twice  charged,  as  borne  on  their 
respective  regiments,  and  as  recruits  on 
their  way  to  the    regiments.      By    the 
change  he  proposed,  the  charge  of  85  su- 
perintending officers  would  cease.     The 
saving    in     this    department   might    be 
27f859/.    He  saw  a  diarge  in  the  present 
estimates  for  wounded    officers.      Now^ 
though  he  should  be  the  last  to  object  to 
any    remuneration     to     officers    really 
wounded,  he  saw  no  probability  of  cases 
arising  in  the  present  year  to  call  for  the 
vote    in    question.     This    amounted    to 
1,200/.     He  now  called  attention  to  tho 
riding  establisliment  at  Pimlieo.    He  did 
not  believe  there  was  a  cavalry  officer  in 
the  House,  who  would  stand  up  and  de« 
lend  this  establishment.    It  was,  in  fbct,  a 
mere  job.     Whatever  the  advantage  of 
the  new  system  of  riding  taught  there 
might  be,  three  years  ago  all  regiments 
of  cavalry  had  large  detachments  there 
who    were    thoroughly    instructed,    and 
were  now  quite  competent  to  teach  their 
comrades.     If  any  thing  more  were  ne* 
cessary,  one  competent  officer,  with  the 
title  of  riding-master  general,  to  visit  the 
regiments  would  be  quite  sufficient.    This 
would  be  a  saving  of  1,450/.    The  total 
reduction  he  should  propose  would  be 
176,415/.  under  the  following  heads :-« 
Four  battalions  in  the  cdonTet  80«000f. 
staff  corps  24,581/. ;  waggon  train  6,295/. ; 
second  majors  of  every  regiment  of  cavalry 
and  infsntry  85,000/. ;  recruiting  estab* 
lishments  27,889/. ;  riding  establishment 
at  Pimlieo  1,450/.;  sum  charged  asremu* 
neration  for  officers  wounds,  as  we  are 
now  carrying  on  no  hostile  eperationa 
1,200/.;  total  176,415/.    The  hon.  mem- 
ber called  strongly  on  ^e  House  to  sup- 
port him  in  his  proposed  reductions,  and 
not  to  listen  to  the  tales  of  impraetie^l* 
lity  which  they  would  hear  from  mMsterss 
Last  year.  In  like  manner,  the  ministers 
had  told  them,  that  if  only  a  part  6f  utet 
they  bad  since  done  in  the  way  of  tvdoc^ 
tloA  were  done,  the  consequeocet  would 
be  too  dreadful  to  be  contemplated.    Thm 
members  who  had  believed  theie 
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tioos  hftd  been  exposed  to  the  just  re- 
proaches of  their  constituents*  He  agreed 
with  hon.  members  who  said,  that  the  re- 
duction of  expenditure  should  precede 
the  reduction  of  taxation,  but  he  now 
adled  on  them  to  support  the  work  of  re« 
trenchment,  in  the  same  spirit  as  they 
bad  done  in  the  case  of  the  two  lords  of 
the  Admirakv;  as  he  trusted  they  had 
Bot  effiscted  that  reduction  as  a  dap-trap, 
to  a?oid  the  necessity  of  greater  and  more 
important  satings.  He  concluded  by 
moving  an  amendment  to  reduce  the  num- 
bers proposed  from  68,80S  to  65,502  men. 
Lord  Paltntritom  stated,  thai  the  in- 
crease  of  the  colonial  force,  eren  now, 
was  only  1,673  men,  of  which  number 
588  came  under  the  head  of  Now  South 
Wales ;  and  no  one  who  was  aware  of  the 
great  change  which  had  taken  place  in 
thai  colony  since  1792  could  suppose  that 
an  increased  force  of  588  men  was  dts- 
proportioned  to  the  new  state  of  things. 
In  the  same  way,  it  must  at  once  be  per- 
ceiTcd  that  an  increase  of  force  was  ne- 
cessary in  the  American  colonies.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  change  of  ctreum- 
staaces,  the  number  of  men  in  the  colo- 
nies was,  on  the  whole,  less  than  in  1792* 
In  that  year,  the  force  abroad  was  17f79S 
men;  at  present  it  was  estimated  at 
14,965 ;  being  a  reduction  of  nearly  S,000 
men.  The  totid  amount  was  less  consi- 
derable than  in  1792,  and  where  the  num- 
ber appeared  greater,  the  circumstances 
sufficiently  accounted  for  the  increase. 
Now,  the  proposition  of  the  Jion.  colonel 
was,  to  deduct  from  the  force  in  the  colo- 
nies 8,600  men.  The  hoo.  colonel  had 
forgotten  what  had  been  already  done, 
and  what  he  and  his  friends  had  eadea- 
▼oured  to  eSect  hut  year.  Last  session 
they  proposed  to  reduce  our  military  es- 
tablishment 10,000  men.  Government 
liad  in  the  interval  not  merely  made  re- 
ductions to  the  amount  of  10,000,  but  of 
12,800  men.  The  hon.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  thus  obtained  a  reduction  of 
%900  men  more  than  they  demanded  last 
year,  and  still  they  were  dissatisfied. 
Then  came  the  hon.  colonel  and  proposed 
a  reduction  of  3,000  more.  The  appetite 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  it  roust  be  confes- 
sed, was  not  easily  gratified ;  for  he  not 
only  waa  dissatisfied  with  the  reductions, 
but  the  mode  in  which  they  were  effiscted. 
If,  however,  his  plan  had  been  followed, 
of  reducing  by  regiments  rather  than  by 
companies,  the  saving  would  have  been  at 
least  SOfiiM.  less.    Now  with  respect  to 


the  staff,  corps,  the  hon.  gentleman  mis% 
calculated  the  expense,  and  underrated 
the  utility,  of  this  establishment.  The 
staff  establishment  formed  a  corps  of 
science,  a  corps  of  education — a  corps  not 
easily  formed  ill  first,  and  with  difficulty 
restored  if  reduced.  The  body  of  officers 
consisted  of  men  who  had  made  the 
sciences  connected  with  their  profession 
their  study,  and  who  had  acquired  a 
knowledge  and  skill  which  could  not  al- 
ways he  found  upon  an  emergency.  The 
men  of  this  corps  were  all  artificers,  who^ 
though  not  like  the  officers,  scientific,  and 
liighly  educated,  possessed  manual  skiU 
aiid  practical  knowledge^  which  rendered 
them  extremely  useful  in  our  foreign  pos^ 
sessions.  They  were  almost  all  abroad^ 
and  the  advantage  which  their  education 
gave  them  in  directing  works  which  could 
not  be  executed  by  the  natives,  might  be 
easily  calculated.  Now,  with  respect  to 
the  waggon-train,  he  could  not  allow  the 
justice  of  the  hon.  gentleman's  observa*- 
lions.  The  corps  was  small,  and  was  so 
necessary  to  the  cavalry,  that  they  could 
not  move  without  it.  The  hon.  gentleman 
luui  observed,  that  though  useful  in  time 
of  war,  they  could  be  of  no  service  in 
time  of  peace.  To  that  he  would  reply, 
that  so  long  as  we  had  cavalry,  we  must 
have  some  provision  for  their  moving 
conveniently  from  one  part  of  Uie  island 
to  another ;  and  this  they  could  not  do 
without  having  a  train  like  that  in  ques<^ 
lion.  It  was  reduced  now  to  a  mere 
nudeusp  on  which  to  form  an  effective 
corps  when  necessary.  The  continuance 
of  the  establishment  of  second  majors  was 
disapproved  of  by  the  hon.  gentleman; 
but  he  had  miscalculated  the  saving  which 
their  reduction  would  occasion,  and  the 
source  of  hope  and  encouragement  which 
their  appointments  held  ont  to  inferior 
officers.  Tlie  saving  accruing  from  their 
reduction,  instead  of  being  35,000^,  as  he 
had  stated, .  would  not  amount  to  more 
than  18,000^.,  if  allowance  were  made  for 
their  half-pay*  Considering  the  casuals- 
ties  which  might  occur  on  foreign  stations 
two  majors  did  not  seem  more  than  were 
necessary  for  the  service  of  the  regiment ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  the  establishment  should 
be  maintained  as  a  reward  to  captains 
who  were  long  without  promotion.  If  tha 
post  of  second  ma^or  were  reduced,  a 
meritoriotts  class  of  individuals  would  feol 
acutely  the  disappointment  of  their  pro. 
fessional  hopes.  The  hoo.  gentlemnn's 
observation  with  regsrd  to  the  recruiting 
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•enrice  ftdmiUed  of  an  easy  reply.  In  the 
first  place,  the  sum  wbidi  he  mentioned 
as  paid  for  recruiting  serfice.  Included 
items  which  be  did  not  consider ;  namely* 
expenses  for  marching,  and  charges  for 
purchased  horses :  the  whole  amount  of 
the  expenses  which  properly  fell  under  the 
head  of  recruiting  did  not  exceed  9  or 
10,00C/.;  and,  in  the  second  place,  the 
plan  of  recruiting  proposed  hj  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  be  much  more  expen- 
si?e  and  less  efectire.  The  present  esta* 
blishment  was  cheaper  and  more  efiecUve 
than  any  that  had  been  proposed  to  be 
substituted.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed some  surprise  to  see  a  charge  for 
wounds  in  the  estimates ;  but  the  fact  was, 
officers  were  still  arriving  from  abroad, 
and  advancing  claims  for  wounds  received 
during  the  war.  The  riding  establishment 
was  more  useful  and  less  expensive  than 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  allow  it  to  be. 
80  long  as  we  had  cavalry  forces,  they 
must  be  taught  to  ride ;  and  great  incon- 
veniences would  be  prevented  by  having 
a  uw'form  system  for  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  the  army.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  of  mstructing  a  cer- 
tain number  of  officers,  who  mightcarry  the 
knowledge  of  riding  to  Uie  diiierent  regi- 
ments, like  the  subordinate  instructors  in 
aLancasterian  establishment,  would  not 
answer  the  purpose.  The  expense,  so 
far  from  being  4,000/.,  would,  on  the 
reduced  scale,  not  amount  to  1,000/. 

Sir  //.  Vix^an  was  of  opinion,  that  re- 
ductions in  the  army  had  been  carried  as 
far  as  they  possibly  could.  With  regard 
to  the  waggon  train  he  thought  it  desirable 
to  keep  It  up  as  a  skeleton ;  for  it  was 
well  known  to  be  very  inefficient  at  its 
first  establishment,  and  it  was  some  time 
before  it  was  brought  into  a  state  of  dis- 
cipline. As  to  the  riding  establishment, 
lie  considered  it  of  vital  importance  that 
a  uniform  system  of  riding  should  be 
adopted  throughout  the  army.  He  could 
not  conclude  without  expressing  his  gnu 
iiiude  to  ministers  for  having  adopted  a 
suggestion  which  he  had  made  in  the  last 
session,  for  placing  majors-general  of  the 
army  on  full  regimental  allowance  instead 
of  half-pay. 

Mr.  Hume  began  by  potntinff  out  the 
curious  predicament  in  which  the  gallant 
officer  and  his  friends  stood,  who  last  year 
had  supported  ministers  in  condemning 
reduction,  and  this  year  declared  their 
satisfaction  that  such  reduction  had  taken 
place.    What  was  the  rei^n  on  whic^ 
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they  justified  this  change?  It  had  beeir 
said,  that  the  diminution  of  force  in  the 
colonies  was  the  cause  which  admitted  of 
this  reduction.  But  what  was  the  fact? 
Why,  there  had  been  almost  no  diminu- 
tion of  force  in  the  colonies  between  this 
Tear  and  last,  and  yet  our  army  was  to 
be  reduced  from  81,000  to  68,000  men. 
Thus  inconsutent  were  the  reasons  which 
were  adduced  to  justifV  an  adherence. to 
ministerial  projects.  The  diftrence  be- 
tween the  number  of  troops  in  our  colo* 
nies  last  year  and  this,  which  amounted 
only  to  a  Pew  hundred  men,  was  stated  aa 
a  ground  for  being  satisfied  with  reduc- 
tion to  the  amount  of  12,300/.  The 
whole  of  the  saving  on  the  rote  before 
the  House  was  558,000/.  The  noble  lord 
had  accused  his  hon.  friends  of  being  too 
prone  to  discontent,  because  they  only 
asked  a  reduction  of  10,000  men  last  year, 
and  ministers  had  reduced  12,800.  Now, 
the  noble  lord  should  have  done  him  ( Mr. 
H.)  the  justice  to  remember,  that  he  had 
made  a  motion  for  the  reduction  of 
20,000  men,  and  that  he  had  been  induced 
to  withdraw  it  only  by  the  persuasion  of 
his  hon.  friends,  who  thought  that  a  mo- 
tion for  10,000  was  more  likely  to  meet 
with  success.  He  had  formerly  gone  back 
to  1792,  as  a  period  of  comparison ;  and  he 
could  not  help  again  pressing  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  the  necessity  of 
following  the  example  then  left  us.  At 
that  time,  our  military  force,  rank  and  file, 
was  86,863  men,  and  including  officers 
45,000.  Now,  what  was  the  reduced  rote 
of  this  year?— 68,000,  including  8,000 
officers.  We  had  then  36,000  rank  and 
file.  We  had  now  60,000.  The  marine 
corps  then  amounted  to  8,000.  Now  it 
amounted  to  15,000.  The  noble  marquie 
had  latdy  stated  that  this  corps  was  em- 
ployed as  a  land  force,  and,  consequently, 
might  be  added  to  the  land  force  when 
comparing  the  numbers  of  the  army  at 
difierent  periods.  Here,  therefore,  there 
was  an  addition  to  our  army  of  IfXXy 
men  over  the  marine  corps  of  1792.  This* 
was  surely  too  mud).  We  had  nine  or 
ten  regiments  locked  up  in  the  Ionian  is- 
lands, which,  with  a  better  government  of 
those  Islands,  might  be  wi&drawn.  We 
had  12,000  men  in  the  new  colonies,  a 
mat  portion  of  which  might  be  redoced. 
In  reckonina  our  military  force  at  home, 
the  miHtia,  the  constitutional  force  of  the 
country,  had  been  strangely  overkioked 
by  the  noble  lord.  That  foroa  amounted 
to  63,000  men,  and,  together  with  thli 
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Toluoteers,  cost  tb^  public  between  500/ 
and  600|000/.  per  annum»  a  sum  BufficieDt 
for  the  pay  of  the  rank  and  61e  of  our 
army  in  1792,  exclusive  of  Ireland.  The 
militity  the  volunteer  corps^  the  marines, 
and  the  artillery,  were  all  additions  to  our 
military  establishment,  and  ought  to 
enable  us  to  reduce  the  regular  force  in 
proportion.  These  species  of  force  were 
either  useful  or  they  were  not.  If  they 
were  of  use,  they  ought  to  have  been 
brought  into  the  noble  lord's  account ;  if 
they  were  not  of  use,  the  sum  which  they 
now  cost  the  country  ouffht  to  be  saved. 
For  his  own  part,  he  would  rather  pay  for 
these  constitutional  troops,  and  take 
means  to  render  them  effective,  in  prefer- 
ence to  keeping  up  the  present  amount 
of  our  regular  military  force.  So  absurd 
and  defective  was  the  present  system,  as 
regarded  the  militia,  that  Instead  of  keep- 
ing Serjeants  to  instruct  the  troops,  he 
believed  one  half  of  the  money  ap« 
propriated  for  maintaining  them  was 
spent  in  drums,  fifes,  and  music.  He 
would  ask  the  House,  what  necessity 
there  could  be  for  maintaining  a  greater 
number  of  regular  troops  now  than  in 
1792?  He  was  not  aware  of  any  circum- 
stance which  required  an  increased  mili- 
tary force,  except,  perhaps,  the  present 
situation  of  Ireland  [hear!  from  lord 
Palmerston].  The  noble  lord  said 
*<  hear  !*'  but  he  forgot  that  he  had  em- 
bodied S,000  men  for  this  service.  The 
disturbances  in  Ireland,  were,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  riots.  These  were, 
indeed,  attended  with  bloodshed,  and 
with  many  .  melancholy  and  distressing 
circumstances;  but  they  had  not  that 
character  of  union  which  belonged  to  an 
insurrection.  Taking  the  whole  of  our 
military,  establishment,  he  .  could  show 
that  it  would  bear  a  reduction  of  20,000 
men ;  and,  instead  of  the  small  and  in- 
efficient saving  about  to  be  effected  by 
ministers,  it  would  be  quite  consistent 
with  every  purpose  of  safety  to  make 
such,  a  reduction  as  would  save  half  a 
million  of  money.  The  reduction  which 
he  meant  to  propose  would,  in  eflect,  pro- 
duce a  saving  to  that  amount.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  it  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  colonies  to 
reduce  the  colonial  establishment;  but, 
surely,  there  were  not  the  same  appre- 
hensions with  regard  to  that  of  the  house- 
hold— a  part  of  our  military  force  which 
was  the,  most  expensive,  and  which  had 
bcsaa  greally  augoiented  aioce  1792.    At 


that  period,  the  whole  amount  of  the 
horse  and  life  guards  was  7,500  while  last 
year  it  amounted  to  17,000.  The  House 
might  look  at  the  difference  of  these 
amounts,  and  say  whether  there  was  not 
a  large  surplus  which  could  be  disposed 
of  for  the  relief  of  the  country  ?  The  life 
guards  in  1792  amounted  to  672;  this  year 
they  amounted  to  1032 ;  thecavalry  in  1792 
were  4,376,  now  they  were  5,9J6;  the 
horse  guards  and  other  parts  of  the  estab- 
lishment were  2,909  in  1792,  and  cow  they 
amounted  to  5,104.  Why,  he  would  ask, 
should  there  be  a  larger  number  of  these 
troops  now  than  there  was  in  1792  ?  They 
were  not  efficient  to  the  defence  of  the 
colonies,  and  they  were  the  most  expen^t 
sive  troops  in  the  pay  of  government. 
One  life-guardsman  was  as  expensive  at> 
two  soldiers,  and  a  common  oavalry-manr 
was  eaual  in  expence  to  two«thirds 
of  a  life-guardsman.  Any  one  of  these 
cost  the  country  full  as  much  as  did 
one  of  those  junior  clerks  who  had 
been  paid  off,  although  the  state  of  the 
accounts  showed  that  more  of  these  clerks 
had  been  discharged  than  was  perhaps 
consistent  with  the  regular  discharge  of 
))ublic  business.  Rather  than  have  dis- 
charged so  many  of  these,  would  it  not 
have  been  better  to  reduce  the  number  of 
life  and  horse  guards,  who  really  were  of 
no  use  but  to  attend  upon  the  sovereign  ? 
Of  such  troops  we  now  had  9^500,  when 
6,000  would  be  fully  sufficient ;  for  it  was 
not  necessary  that  we  should  have  guards 
in  such  numbers  stationed  at  the  West 
India  docks,  the  gallery  in  Pall-mall,  the 
Opera-house,  and  the  British  museum ;  as 
if  it  were  necessary  to  have  military  to 
protect  the  arts  and  sciences,  when  it 
had  been  always  understood,  that  of  these 
a  military  force  was  the  enemy.  He 
thought  that  a  reduction  of  360  men 
might  be  effected  in  the  guards  alone. 
But  though  he  was  prepared  to  show,  that 
there  was  a  disposable  surplus  of  20,000 
men,  he  did  not  mean  to  propose  the  re- 
duction of  that  surplus,  lie  would  leave 
a  disposable  surplus  of  10,000  to  meet 
contingencies,  and  reduce  the  other 
10,000^  He  would  now  advert  to  the 
staff,  which  was  in  fact  the  most  ex- 
pensive establishment  of  them  all,  and 
which,  if  diminished  in  the  same  ratio 
with  the  reduction  whidi  he  had  suggest* 
ed  in  the  numerical  amount  of  the  army, 
would  operate  a  very  extensive  saving.  If 
the  men  slone  were  estimated  at  the  rate 
of  88|00a;.  per  every  thousand,  then  the 
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reduction  of  10,000  would  produce 
9S0,0M.,  and  the  reduction  of  the  staff, 
in  the  same  proportion*  would  eive  a  half 
more,  which  would  oiake  a  total  saving  to 
the  public  of  about  half  a  million ;  and 
this  too,  having  a  surplus  of  10,000  of  the 
Ihie  above  the  number  in  1792,  indepen- 
dently of  militia,  yeomanry,  and  other 
corps,  which  could  be  rendered  efficient, 
if  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the  country. 
He  ocmld,  indeed,  see  no  harm  in  reducing 
the  establishment  of  the  line  to  the  esub- 
Usfament  of  1792.  In  the  colonies  there 
was  a  great  increase ;  and  yet,  making 
allowance  for  the  Ionian  islands,  the  nom- 
ber  of  troops  left  a  much  greater  propor- 
Sien  to  the  extent  of  the  colonies  than  in 
1793. — He  would  trouble  the  House  with 
eae  ebsenration  relative  to  the  mode  in 
which  ministers  proposed  to  eflbct  their 
nsdnctioBS  of  the  army.  There  were  three 
wavs  by  which  this  BMght  be  done— the 
fedhiotion  of  corps,  the  reduction  of  com- 
panies, and  the  reduction  of  men  in  each; 
and  he  might  refer  to  4he  statement  of  the 
finance  committee  to  show  that  the  re- 
duction proposed  by  ministers  was  not 
the  one  which,  even  in  its  opinion,  would 
be  the  most  beneficial.  Previous  to  1792, 
tliere  was  no  uniform  system  of  discipline : 
eeery  regiment  then  following  its  own; 
so  that  though  they  were  efficient  enough 
as  separate  corps,  they  could  not  act 
together,  and  therefore  were  unservice- 
alSt  as  an  army.  Now,  however,  since 
the  introduction  of  an  uniformity  of  disci- 
pline, they  could  act  in  larger  masses,  and 
thus  far,  the  new  organization  was  better 
than  the  dd.  Even  then,  however,  the 
number  of  corps  had  been  reduced ;  and 
surely  there  cotild  be  no  good  objection 
tm  a  redaction  of  the  number  at'  corps 
BOW.  Ministers,  thefl,  would  do  little 
service  to  the  country  by  a  simple  reduc- 
tion of  the  nnmber  of  men,  if  they  did  not 
pot  the  reduced  army  in  a  state  more  con- 
sistent with  the  necessities  of  the  country. 
If  the^  were  to  reduee  the  staA,  and  other 
eatdriishments,  there  would  be  a  saving 
of  71,000^  in  every  8,000  men.  Hence, 
flithoagh  the  same  numerical  establishment 
of  men  was  kept  up,  as  much  would  be 
gained  by  this  roduction  of  the  number  of 
corps  as  woold  compensate  for  the  addi- 
tloiial  pay  which  had  been  granted  since 
1792.  He  wao  at  a  loss  how  to  reconcile 
the  redsction  of  Che  corps  to  650  men, 
with  the  jpmonded  reduction  of  the  ex« 
pence;  forif  they  bad  made  the  numeri- 
eal  redtotie«  which  he  proposed^  and 
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kept  the  corps  at  8,000,  they  woold  have 
efiected  a  saving  of  upwards  of  500,000/. 
Now,  why  should  they  have  reduced  the 
corps  to  550,  when,  by  the  other  mode, 
there  would  have  been  a  clear  saving  in 
the  staff  to  the  amount  of  200,000/.  ? 
The  mode  of  reduction  was,  therefore, 
extravagant.  They  talked  of  keeping  up 
skeleton  regimento;  but  of  what  use  were 
skeleton  regiments  for  the  performance  of 
regimental-duty  ?  Ministers  might  say  it 
was  difficult  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 
number  of  regimenu ;  but,  in  his  opinion, 
nothing  would  conduce  more  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  army.  The  plan  proposed 
by  ministers  was,  therefore,  the  roost  ei- 
tensive,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
expensive.  This  reduction  was  objection- 
able both  in  its  extent  and  in  its  mode : 
in  neither  the  one  respect  nor  the  other 
was  it  the  best  for  the  country.  If  they 
were  to  do  any  good  at  all— if  they  were 
not  to  mock  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
its  distress— then  they  ought  to  reduce, 
not  the  number  of  men  merelv,  but  the 
number  of  corps.  The  duke  of  York  had 
reduced  the  number  of  regiments  from 
110  to  94.  He  had  done  this  in  1796, 
when  the  country  was  involved  in  war. 
It  had  been  found  advantageous  even 
then ;  and  could  it  fail  to  be  productive 
of  advantage  now  i  The  present  estab- 
lishment was  too  large ;  and  the  proposal 
of  ministers  was  not  what  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  demanded.  They 
could  easily  dispense  with  10,000  of  the 
present  army,  and  so  re-model  the  re- 
mainder as  to  produce  a  saving  upon  the 
whole  of  half  a  million  a  year.  He  would 
mention  one  particular  instance :— there 
was  no  necessity  for  our  keeping  up  5,000 
men  in  Canada,  when  the  Americans  were 
diminishing  their  establishment.  Con** 
sidering  the  ease  with  which  the  reduction 
that  he  proposed  could  be  effected,  and 
still  more  the  circumstances  of  the  coon- 
try,  he  could  not  see  how  the  House 
could  refuse  him  its  support.  They  would 
bear  in  mind,  that  every  1,000  men  re^ 
duced  was  a  saving  of  33,000/.  besides  the 
half  of  that  sum  more  for  contingencies. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  reduction  instead  of  being  only 
5,000  men  should  be  10,000. 

Colonel  Wood  understood  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  to  have  said,  that  a  considemle 
portion  of  the  sums  voted  for  the  staff  was 
laid  out  on  bands  of  music,  instead  of 
beinff  expended  in  driHiog  llie  recruits. 
AU  be  could  si^  to  this  was^  that  strict 
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orders  had  been  given  that  the  musicians 
attached  to  a  corps  should  be  restricted 
to  one  drummer  to  two  companies.  The 
band  was  the  most  difficult  part  of  a  regi- 
ment to  keep  in  order,  and  there  was  no 
disposition  to  have  an  unnecessary  number 
of  musicians.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
spoken  of  the  disorders  in  Ireland  as  if 
they  amounted  merely  to  a  little  riot. 
He  could  only  say,  that  he  should  be  very 
sorry  to  witness  such  riots  in  the  country 
in  which  he  lived.  In  this  instance  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  taken  a  view  of  the 
subject  very  different  from  that  taken  of 
it  by  his  friends  near  him,  whu  had 
thought  it  desirable  that  martial  law 
should  be  proclaimed  in  Ireland,  which 
would  not  have  been  recommended,  to 
put  down  a  little  riot.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had  stated  the  duke  of  York  to  have 
reduced  110  regiments  to  91,  in  1796 » 
but  that  very  circumstance  arose  out  of 
the  inconveniences  previously  experienced 
from  the  reductions  havine  been  made  on 
that  principle  whicii  the  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  disposed  to  prefer.  New  corps 
had  been  raised  early  in  the  war;  and 
these,  when  brought  into  the  field  had 
been  found  inefficient. 

Sir  «/•  Netvport  said,  he  would  not  have 
risen  upon  this  question,  but  for  remarks 
which  had  been  made  respecting  the  state 
of  Ireland,  in  which  he  could  npt  concur. 
His  earliest  wish  had  been  to  get  an 
exansination  instituted  into  the  state  of 
Ireland,  and  a  remedy  applied  to  the  evils 
which  distracted  that  country.  But  there 
was  a  limit  to  investigation  as  to  other 
things,  and  Ireland  was  in  that  state  when 
iovestigatioB  could  not  be  instituted,  and 
when,  not  riot,  but  insurrectbn,  required 
the  strong  arm  ef  the  law.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  regard  as  a  riot  what 
was  open  insurrectioo,  and  a  defiance  of 
all  law  and  authority.  The  government 
of  Ireland  had  been  most  scandalously 
deceived  by  men  who  ought  to  have  had 
correct  information.  He  alluded  to  the 
information  given  respecting  Belfast  and 
Mountrath.  Most  dreadful  outrages  and 
horrid  assassinations  had  been  committed. 
A  Roman  catholic  clerryasan  had  been 
attacked,  because  he  had  from  the  altar 
reconraiended  peace  and  good  order. 
Could  he  doubt  that  this  was  a  sUte  re* 
qmrioff  additional  militarv  force?  He 
trusted  that  these  dreadful  disorders 
vrould  pass  awajr,  but  it  would  be  by  the 
vigorous  execution  of  the  law  in  putting 
down  violence.     It  would  be  ifispeneus 


afterwards  to  look  into  the  causes  of  the 
disturbances.  He  never  would  concur  in 
thinking  that  they  ought  not  to  be  looked 
into  ami  probed  to  the  bottom.  But 
while  insurrection  prevailed,  he  hoped  no 
hon.  member  would,  seem  ibr  a  moment  to 
express  any  terms  of  mitigation.  Having 
always  been  the  advocate  of  peace  and 
examination,  he  was  now  obliged  to  say 
that  tranquillity  must  be  first  restored; 
and  then  he  would  urge  a  thorough,  com* 
plete,  and  radical  investigation  •of  the 
evils  of  which  Ireland  complained,  with  m 
view  to  the  application  of  a  full,  safe,  and 
adequate  remedy  for  them. 

General  GascoynenMf  he  would  cer- 
tainly vote  against  the  proposed  reduction. 
Honourable  members  talxed  of  the  state 
in  which  our  army  had  stood  previous  to 
the  late  war ;  but,  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  very  heavy  objections  had  been  taken 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  that  war,  to  the 
condition  now  so  lauded.  The  very  small 
force  which  England  brought  into  the 
field  had  been  a  source  of  astonishment 
and  of  displeasure  to  her  allies.  He 
(gen.  O.)  being  on  service  in  one  of  the 
brigades  sent  out  upon  that  occasion,  the 
brigade  was  so  weak,  that  an  Austrfan 
general  actually  took  it  for  a  battaiioe^ 
and  asked  whether  all  the  British  batta* 
lions  were  of  equal  forces  The  gi^nt 
member  contended  for  the  necesMtr  ef 
maintaining  such  e  force  as  should  iiave 
an  eve  to  the  northern  as  well  as  to  the 
soutnern  parts  of  that  country  t  and  con-* 
duded  by  declaring,  that  the  seeds  of  war 
existed  in  every  part  of  Enro^,  and  thai 
appearances  were  each  as  to  justify  mea» 
aurea  of  precaution.  The  hon.  membwt 
for  Aberdeen  went  on.  taken  op  whol^ 
by  his  figures  and  nMridng  out  leductioa 
here  and  there  in  the  army,  without  beiof 
possessed  of  the  smallest  militarj  know* 
ledae  hiouelf,  bat  denyine  that  an  oSoer 
coiild  know  any  thing  at  aU  of  the  flsatter. 
He  would  tdl  that  hon.  gentleman,  what- 
ever hb  profession  might  be,  whether  it 
was  in  the  way  of  slao^tering  or  of  heid* 
ing,  that  in  thia  instance  his  ealottlatioaa 
were  fisr  from  being  correct. 

Mr.  Wilmc$  said,  he  felt  himsalf  bound, 
in  the  outset  of  hk  speecht  to  potMl 
ag^nst  the  expediency  of  any  mther 
military  reduction.  Before,  however,  be 
stated  the  reasons  of  his  dissent  firon  aoeh 
a  meuore»  he  would  make  a  few  obseiya* 
tioas  upon  what  had  (alien  from  the  hon. 
member  fbr  Aberdeen.  With  regard  to 
the  reduction  afartady  efteted  b  the.colo* 
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Diet,. the  hon.  member  had  stated  it  at 
mot  exceding  400  men.    If  the  hon.  mem- 
ber meant  to  persist  in  that  assertion,  he 
(Mr.  W.)  could  satisfy  the  House  that 
a   more*  monstrous  assertion  had  never 
been     put    forth  ;    for    the     reduction 
actually  effected  in  the  colonies  amounted 
to  4,535   men.       Upon    the   estimates 
of  the  present   year,    article   "  Stations 
abroad,  India  excepted,"  the  numerical 
force,  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers included,  stood  at  27,943.    The  very 
aame  article,  in  the  estimates  of  last  year, 
gave,   as  the  number  of  men,  32,467. 
Novr,   this  reduction,   the  hon.  member 
called,  a  reduction  not  exceeding  400  men. 
The  verv  items,  however,  of  the  alteration 
should  be  stated  to  the  House.    In  the 
old  Leeward  islands  there  had  been  a 
reduction  of  370;  in  Jamaica  and  Hon- 
duras, 513;  in  North  America,  including 
Canada    and    the    Bermudas,    863;    at 
Gibraltar,   384;    in   the    new   Leeward 
islands,  208;  at  the  Cape,  228;  at  the 
Mauritius,   192;    at  St.  Helena,  1,492; 
and  at  Ceylon,   1,034;    in  New  South 
Wales  there  was  an  increase  of  153 ;  in 
Africa  30 ;  and  in  Malta  and  the  Ionian 
islands  625 :  but  the  saving,  he  repeated, 
upon  the  whole  alterations  amounted  to 
4,500  men.     So   much,  then,   for   the 
qeestioD  of  reduction  effected ;  and  now 
to    the    question  of  farther   reduction, 
proposed.    If  the  hon.  and  gallant  mem- 
ber who  had  alluded  to  the  state  of  the 
.  Cape  would  look  to  the  character  of  the 
population  of  that  settlement,  and  to  the 
nature  of  the  predatory  hordes  by  which 
it   was  surrounded,  he  would  scarcely 
think  the  number  of  troops  at  present 
maintained  .too  great.     With  respect  to 
Ceylon,  considering  the  immense  area  of 
that  country,  its  recent  subjugation,  and 
the  reduction  already  effected,  both  of 
r^ttli^  and  local  force,  it  was  impossible 
to  think  of  farther  alteration  without  en- 
dangering the  security  of  our  possession. 
The  increase  of  force  in  Malta  and  the 
Ionian  islands  bad  been  ascribed  to  the 
operation  of  a  certain  course  of  policy. 
As  the  time  would  come,  and  at  no  very 
distant  period,  when  that  subject  would 
be  fully  investigated,    it,  would  .not  be 
proper  for  him.  to  introduce  it  upon  the 

g resent  occasion;  thus  much,  however, 
e  would  say,  that  there  was  no  subject  on 
which  the  public  had  been  more  exten- 
sively and  systematically  deluded.  Con- 
fining himself,,  however, .  to .  the.  colonies, 
simply,  he  had  shown  the  House  that  the 
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calculations  of  the  hon.  member  for  Aber- 
deen were  upon  a  wrong  principle;  and 
he  defied  that  hon.  member  to  contradict 
his  statement.    When  it  was  seen  that  the 
old  colonies  were  even  at  a  lower  estab- 
lishment than  in  the  beginning  of  1792, 
he  did  trust  that  the  House  would  reject, 
and  with  disdain,  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Aberdeen.      He    did 
confess  that  he  felt  annoyed  when  the 
government  was  accused  of  having  insul* 
ted  the  country  by  its  offers  of  reduction. 
Mr.  Burke  had  said,  that  the  age  of  chi- 
valry was  past,  and  that  of  calculators  had 
succeeded  it.      He  really  thought  that 
the  hon.  member  in  his  love  for  calcula- 
tion, forgot  sometimes  the  true  interests 
of  the  country.    He  could  not  think  it  pos- 
sible that  that  hon.  member  could  wish 
that    England    should  forfeit   her  rank 
among  the  nations  of  £urope,  and  that 
by  reducing  her  power  of  resistance  she 
should    invite  acts  of  aggression.      He 
could  not  believe  that  the  hon.  member 
had  lost  sight  of  the  maxim — Si  vis  pacem 
para  bdlum ;  but  whatever  might  be  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  member  on  that  point, 
he  (Mr.  W.)  entreated  of  that  House  to 
consult  petty  savings  less  than  the  real 
and  prospective  advantage  of  the  nation. 
Mr.  Bennet  thought,  that  before  the 
House  resolved  to  keep  up  so  large  a 
military  establishment  as  that  which  was 
proposed>  they  should  consider  whether 
the  country  was  able  to  pay  its  creditors. 
If  the  public  interests  were  more  impe- 
rious than  the  payment  of  the  debt,  thea 
that  ought  to  give  way;  but  he  did  not 
see  how,  under  existing  circumstances, 
an  army  of  so  large  an  amount  was  a 
matter  of  imperious  necessity.    He.fuUy 
concurred  in  all  that  had  be&o  said,  as  to 
the  present  state  of  Ireland ;  but  he  could 
not  forget  that  the  wretched  condition  of 
that  country  was  the  effect  of  the  mal- 
administration of  the  gentlemen  who  sat. 
opposite  to  him.    Ireland  had  enjoved 
the  full  benefit  of  coercion ;  she  had  had 
insurrection  acts,  martial  law,  and  iresh 
troops  in  abundance;  but  nothing  to  im- 

?rove,  to  relieve,  or  to  tranquillize  her. 
'he  state  of  Ireland  brought  to  his  mind 
every  thii^  connected  with  abuse  and 
bad  government.  The  hon.  member  in- 
sisted that  a.  reduction  of  10,000  men  wasi 
safe  and  easy.  The  .cavalry  and  the. 
guards  could  afford  to  Ipse  2,900.  Of 
17,000  men  in  India^  3,000  might  be  re- 
duced :  5,000  m^ht  be  taken  at  once- 
from  the  force  of  England.    He  admit- 
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ted  the  present  exigency  of  Ireland,  and 
therefore  it  was,  that  he  confined  his  vote 
to  the  reduction  of  10,000  men.  But  for 
that  circumstance,  he  should  have  insisted 
upon  taking  off  20,000. 

Captain  O^Grady  disapproved  of  the 
mode  in  which  economy  had  been  carried 
into  execution,  with  regard  to  the  army 
in  Ireland,  and  instanced  the  case  of  two 
regiments  which  were  disbanded  in  Lime- 
rick, at  the  very  time  when  rebellion  was 
exhibited  in  the  most  unequivocal  form. 
He  regretted  to  observe  also,  that  a 
military  system  was  now  acted  on  by  the 
insurgent.  The  insurrection  in  Ireland 
could  not  be  put  down  without  force : 
and,  therefore,  though  there  many  griev- 
iinces  in  that  country  which  ought  to  be 
redressed  as  soon  as  possible,  the  military 
force  ought  not  to  be  too  hastily  reducedf. 
He  agreed  that  considerable  reductions 
might  be  made  in  the  civil  departments, 
and  the  retired  allowances. 

Mr.  Warre  thought,  that  under  all  the 
circumstances,  the  reduction  of  l0,000 
men  which  took  place  last  year  was  suffi- 
cient ;  but  in  differing  in  opinion  with  his 
hon.  friend  the  member  for  Aberdeen,  he 
felt  nothing  like  '*  disdain,"  and  thought 
that  expression  mieht  have  been  spared 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Lord  AUhorp  agreed  with  the  hon. 
member  for  Shrewsbury  that  10,000  men 
might  be  reduced,  with  perf(dct  safety  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  Calcrq/i  said,  that  the  reduction  of 
the  army  being  brought  to  the  point  for 
which  he  had  contended  during  the  last 
six  years,  he  could  see  nothing  in  the 
situation  of  the  country,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  to  require  any  farther  reduction. 
If  he  did  not  think  so,  there  was  no  man 
more  willing  than  he  should  be,  from  con- 
stitutional and  economical  reasons,  to  sup- 
port the  cause  of  reduction.  So  far  from 
conceiving  the  strength  of  the  army  too 
great  at  present,  he  did  not  know  from 
what  part  of  this  country  a  disposable 
force  could  be  sent  to  Ireland  if  occasion 
required  it.  His  hon.  friend  had  talked 
of  the  inability  of  the  country  to  pay  its 
troops.  But  surely  no  man,  whatever  his 
love  of  retrenchment  might  be,  could  look 
fairly  at  the  situation  of  England,  and  say 
that  she  could  not  pay  the  troops  that 
were  necessary  to  her  security.  Such  an 
opinion  was  a  desponding  opinion ;  an 
opinion  which  exaggerated  the  distress  of 
the  country,  and  m  which  he  could  not 
concur.  The  country  not  pay  its  troops ! 
VOL.  VI.     ^ 


Wliy,  we  had  a  sinking  fund  of  5,0()0,000/. 
It  was  said,  *<  Apply  that  fund  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  taxes;'*  but;  surely,  the 
safety  of  the  state  was  more  important 
than  the  reduction  of  taxes.  He  by  no 
means  bound  himself  as  to  what  he  might 
do  hereafter,  when  Ireland  should  be 
brought  into  a  more  tranquil  state ;  but, 
under  existing  circumstances,  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  reduction  contended  for. 
He  agreed,  that  all  reductions  should  be 
made  by  companies,  and  not  by  regiments, 
that  we  might  be  enabled  to  raise  an  army 
more  readily  in  any  case  of  emergency. 
It  was  the  worst  economy  in  the  world  to 
place  our  armies  in  a  state  which  would 
render  it  difficult  to  build  them  up  again. 

Sir  H,  Hardinge  contended  for  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  in  time  of  peace, 
a  force  necessary  to  recruit  our  army  in 
time  of  war,  and  insisted  pailicularly  on 
the  expediency  of  making  such  a  provi- 
sion with  respect  to  the  waggon-train — 
the  greatest  military  authority  in  the 
country  having  given  a  decided  opinion  to 
the  same  effect. 

Sir  R.  Fergusson  expressed  his  convic- 
tioo,  that  the  atrocities  committed  in  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  put  down  by  a  military 
force,  and  he  would  prefer  the  employment 
of  the  regular  troops  to  that  of  the  resi- 
dent yeomanry  and  volunteers,  as  being 
less  under  the  influence  of  local  prejudices. 
He  would,  however,  support  the  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  of  the  necessity  of 
limiting  our  expenses.  With  respect  to 
our  foreign  possessions,  all  he  should  say 
was  this,  that  we  ought  to  look  at  home 
first,  and  if  we  found  that  we  could  not 
keep  our  colonies  but  at  an  expense  which 
the  country  could  not  bear,  we  ought  to 
give  them  up  altogether. 

The  committee  divided,  first,  on  Mr. 
Hume's  amendment:  Ayes,  51.  Noes, 
196.  A  second  division  took  place  on 
colonel  Davies'  amendment:  Ayes,  58. 
Noes,  184.  The  original  resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

List  qfthe  Minority. 


Altborp,  lord 
Bemal,  R. 
Barrett,  S.  B.  M. 
Benyon,  B. 
Birch,  J. 
Bright,  H. 
Blake,  sir  F.    . 
Buiy,  lord 
Byng,  G. 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Concannon,  L. 
S  N 


Davies,  Colonel 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Denman,  T. 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Fitzgerald,  lord 
Foley,  J.  H. 
Graham,  S. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Honywood,  W.  V. 
Huglies,  Colonel 
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35x.  surely,  when  the  fanners  were  nearly 
ruined  when  the  protecting  price  was  80«. 
it  was  a  strange  way  of  relieving  them  to 
reduce  it  to  67f.  What  did  their  lord- 
ships look  to  but  their  rents  ?  But  if  this 
system  was  to  go  on,  that  House  might  in 
a  short  time  be  called  the  house  of  paupers 
instead  of  the  House  of  Lords^  for  it  would 
be  impossible  to  obtain  any  rent.  He  had 
read  the  works  of  Mr.  Webbe  Hall,  and 
he  must  say  that  that  gentleman  had  been 
much  misrepresented;  his  object  being 
merely  that  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country  should  have  the  same  protec- 
tion as  our  commercial  and  manufacturing' 
interests.  He  agreed  with  tbpse  who 
urged  the  necessity  of  retrenchment. 
Their  lordships  must  carry  retrenchment 
as  far  as  possibles,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
possible  that  any  retrenchment  which  could 
be  made  would  be  sufficient,  if  they  let  in 
fbreign  corn.  A  suspidon  existed,  that* 
foreign  corn  had  been  introduced  under' 
the  name  of  Irish ;  and  he^  hoped  the^ 
committee  would  pay  attention  to  this* 
poiht. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Hume,  J. 

HutchinsoD,  holi.  H. 
James,  W. 
Johnston,  colonel 
Kennedy,  T.  F, 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Maberly,  J.  jun. 
Martin,  J. 
Maxwell,  J. 
Maulc,  Hon.  W. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Moore,  P. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Nugent,  lord 
Philips,  G.  E. 
Price,  R. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 


Russell,  lord  J. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Scott,  J. 
Smith,  A. 
Stanley,  lord 
Smith,  W. 
Sefton,  earl 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
Wharton,  J. 
Webb,  colonel 
Whitbread,  S. 
Whitbread,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  sirR. 
Wyvil,  M. 
Wilkins,  W. 
WiUiams,  W. 
Wood,  Alderman 

TELLER. 

Bennet,  H.  G. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Tiiesdojft  March  5. 

AOBICULTURAL      DISTRESS.]        Lord 

Brskine  said,  he  had  fifteen  petitions  to 
present,  complaining  of  Agricultural  dis- 
tress, and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  petitioners  were  peculiarly  entitled  to 
their  lordships' attention,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
any  remedy  from  the  other  House.  His 
lordship  quoted  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
report  of  the  agricultural  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  last  session,  ac- 
knowledging the  reality  of  the  distress  of 
the  agricultural  interests,  and  that  the  re- 
ceipts  of  an  arable  farm  would  not  pay  the 
expences  of  cultivation,  which  must  be  de- 
frayed out  of  the  capital  of  the  farmer, 
and  then  referred  to  page  16  of  the  report 
stating,  that  it  would  be  for  the  legislature 
to  consider  at  a  future  period  of  estab- 
lishing protecting  duties,  instead  of  the 
present  system.  Thus  the  evil  was  imme- 
diate, and  yet  the  committee  agreed  in 
postponing  the  remedy.  Now,  what  would 
be  said  of  a  physician  who,  after  tellmg  his 
patient  that  he  was  in  great  danger,  and 
could  not  in  all  probability  live  a  week, 
should  afterwards  tell  him,  that  he  would 
at  a  future  period  take  his  case  into  con- 
sideration i  The  petitioners  did  not  com- 
plain of  taxation,  though  they  felt  its  pres- 
sure as  well  as  others ;  but  the  fact  was, 
that  all  that  retrenchment  could  do  would 
not  be  enough  to  relieve  them;  they  want- 
ed to  be  protected  like  our  commerce  and 
manufactures,  and  no  more.  He  had 
heard,  that  it  had  been  proposed  in  the 
revived  agricultural  committee  to  reduce 
the  protecting  duty  from  80f.  to  67#. ;  al- 
though foreign  com  could  be  imported  at 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday f  March  5. 
Seditious   Meetings    Amendment 
BILL.]    Mr.  Denison  rose,  to  move  for 
leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
of  the  57(h  of  George  HI.,  for  effectually 
preventing  seditious  meetings.    The  ob-, 
ject  of  his  bill  was,  to  lessen  the  expense^ 
attendant  upon  actions  instituted  to  reco- 
ver damages  done  b;^  riotous  mobs.    To 
show  how  necessary  it  was  that  the  pre- 
sent system  should  be  amended,  he  would 
state  the  expenses  that  had  been  incurred 
upon  some  actions  which  were  tried  at  the 
two  last  assizes  for  Surry.    Eleven  actions 
were  brought  to  recover  damages  to  the 
amount  of  69/.  7s,6d.  the  taxed  costs  upon 
which  amounted  to  the  sum  of  1,106/.  9i. 
lOd.    The  costs  upon  four  other  actions 
for  the  recovery  of  7/.  6^.  Sd.  amounted 
to  501/.  6s.  lOd.    The  taxed  costs  upon, 
one  action  for  18#. amounted  to  1  l2L9s.6d. 
Tlie  remedy  he  should  .recommend  was, 
that  the  party  receiving  the  injury  should 
at  once  render  an  estimate  of  the  amount , 
to   the  overseer  and  two  neighboiurin^ 
magistrates ;  that  appeal  should  lie  to  the 
quarter  sessions;  and  that  the  treasurer , 
of  the   county  should  be   enabled    to^ 
levy  a  rate  on   the  hundred  for   the.^ 
amount. 
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Miv  B.  WUbraham  said,  he  had  intended 
to  introduce  a  measure  having  the  same 
object  as  that  uow  proposed.  He  fully 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  bill. 
The  evil  complained  of  arose  out  of  the 
ne^ssity  of  bringing  the  action  before 
the  higher  courts,  which,  as  the  law  no«r 
stood,  could  not  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Scarlett  thought,  there  might  be 
some  mode  of  investigating  the  actual, 
damage,  so  as  to  prevent  imposition, 
without  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  which  would 
9ave  the  unnecessary  expense,  and  upon 
which  the  magistrates  might  assess  a  rate 
upon  the  county. 

Mr.  Lockkart  said,  it  was  a  creat  mis- 
fortune that  in  a  well-regulated  country 
the  costs  of  an  action  of  this  S9j[t  shoula 
be  twenty-two  fold  the  amount  of  the 
damage  done.  He  trusted  that  this  mca* 
sure  would  be  a  precedent  for  other  bills, 
which  might  save  the  people  from  being 
law-ridden  as  they  now  were — their  best 
blood  being  sucked  up  by  this  vampyre. 
It  was  the  dutv  of  parliament  to  devise 
means  by  which  the  people  should  have 
justice  brought  to  their  doors  without  this 
enormous  expense. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Scotch  Juries  in  Criminal 
Causes.]  Mr.  Kennedy  rose,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring.io  a  bill  to  alter  the 
mode  of  chustng  Juries  to  serve  on  Cri- 
roioal  Causes  in  Scotland.  It  was  well 
known,  that  the  justiciary,  or  criminal 
courti  sat  in  Edinburgh  at  all  times  of  the 
year,  eRcept  while  it  waif  going  the  cir- 
cuits»  which  occurred  twice  a  year.  To 
this  court  all  matters  of  a  criminal  nature 
might  be  referred.  Besides  this,  there 
was  another,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
sheriff,  who  was  not  an  ofBcer  chosen  as 
.  in  this  country,  but  a  magistrate  appointed 
hy  the  Crown,  with  the  power  to  admmis- 
ter  justice  in  certain  civil  and  criminal 
cases.  In  all  cases,  except  those  of  high 
treason,  the  lord  advocate  proceeded  by  a 
process  similar  to  our  ex  officio  informa- 
^on,  there  being  no  grand  jury.  A  jury 
of  fifteen  persons  decided  upon  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  accused ;  but  in  thb 
decision  it  was  not  necessary  that  they 
should  be  unanimous,  a  majority  of  them 
being  sufficient.  On  the  day  of  trial  45 
persons  appeared,  from  whom  the  jury 
was  afterwards  selected.  Now,  the  mea- 
sure which  he  intended  to  submit  would 
not  object  to  the  manner  in  which  those 
45  personi  were  brought  into  court,  but 


to  the  mode  in  which  the  15  who  were  to 
try  the  case  were  selected ;  namely,  by 
the  presiding  judge.  They  were  taken 
by  fives  and  fives ;  and  being  thus  select- 
ed, they  sat  down  to  try  the  case.  The 
parties  accused  were  not  allowed  to  object 
to  the '  selection  as  such ;  for  that  would 
be  to  impute  an  improper  motive  to  the 
judge,  which  would  not  be  admitted. 
The  only  objections  which  could  be  made 
on  the  part  of  the  accused  were  certain 
legal  ones.  They  might  object  to  per- 
sons against  whom  a  conviction  for  any 
crime  had  been  recorded;  to  parties  as 
bearing  spite  and  malice  against  the  ac- 
cused ;  and  to  persons  who  were  deaf  or 
dumb,  or  who  were  under  age.  All  these, 
no  doubt,  were  very  proper  objections, 
where  they  could  be  made,  out  he  believed 
it  rarely  occurred  that  they  were  made. 
The  alteration  which  his  bill  would  make 
was  small  in  appearance;  but  he  con- 
sidered it  of  import  in  principle.  It  was, 
that  instead  of  the  selection  of  15  being 
made  by  the  presiding  judge,  it  should  be 
by  ballot  out  of  the  45 ;  and  he  would  also 
propose  that  both  to  the  accused  and  the 
prosecutor,  certain  challenges  should  be 
allowed.  This  alteration  was  not  his  own  : 
it  was  modelled  on  a  measure  which  had 
been  recently  introduced  into  Scotland, 
in  juries  appointed  to  try  civil  actions. 
This  was  enacted  by  an  act  of  the  55th  of 
the  late  king,  and,  after  an  experience  of 
four  years,  it  was  made  permanent  by  the 
59th ;  which  was  a  proof  that  it  was  con- 
sidered a  salutary  measure.  The  hon 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Lord  Advocate  did  not  rise  to 
offer  any  objection  to  the  introduction  of 
the  measure,  but  begged  of  the  House 
not  to  allow  itself  to  be  prejudiced  by  the 
statement  which  the  hon.  member  had 
made,  for  he  should  be  able  to  show,  on 
the  second  reading,  that  a  more  uncalled- 
for  and  unwise  measure  could  not  be 
devised. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Agricultural  Distress.]  Mr.  Scar* 
lett  presented  a  petition  from  Peter- 
borough, complaining  of  the  distressed 
state  of  Agriculture.  He  fully  concurred 
in  one  statement  of  the  petitioners;  name- 
ly, that  a  great  portion  of  the  distress 
arose  from  the  return  to  cash  payments. 
He  did  not  now  mean  to  dispute  the  pro- 
priety of  a  measure  of  which  he  had  been 
a  warm  advocate,  but  he  stated  the  fact  as 
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it  wai — that  prices  bad  been  reduced  by 
the  increase  which  that  measure  gave  to 
the  value  of  the  currency.  The  increase 
of  the  burthens  of  the  people  had  been 
most  enormous.  He  could  prove,  even 
admitting  the  argument  of  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Ricardo),  that  the  increase  in  the 
taxes  since  1819  amounted  to  9,000,000^ 
This  was  made  up  by  the  increased  value 
of  the  currency,  ancf  the  three  millions  of 
taxes  imposed  in  1819.  Taking  the  ave- 
rage of  several  years,  it*  would  be  seen 
that  the  farmer  had  now  a  far  greater 
portion  of  his  produce  to  pay  in  taxes. 
He  would  not  maintain,  that  the  low  price 
of  commodity  was  not  in  itself  a  sufficient 
cause  of  the  existing  agricultural  distress; 
but  this  he  would  maintain,  that  a  super* 
abundance  of  produce  could  not  of  itself 
have  produced  it.  Supposing  the  farmer 
were  to  pay  all  the  demands  made  upon 
him— for  mstance,  his  rent,  tithes,  and 
taxes^not  in  money,  but  in  kind — would 
it  not  be  clear  that,  in  such  a  case,  an 
abundance  of  produce  would  be  of  con- 
siderable  advantage  to  him  ?  How,  then, 
could  it  be  maintained,  that  abundance  of 
produce,  under  the  existing  state  of  things, 
was  the  chief  cause  of  the  evils  by  which 
the  agriculturist  was  now  oppressed  ? 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  it  was  true,  that,  if 
the  produce  of  the  land  was  divided  into 
certain  proportions,  every  party  would  be 
benefitted  by  an  abundant  crop ;  but  his 
learned  friend  having  come  to  that  con- 
clusion, left  his  argument  there,  instead 
of  extending  it  a  little  farther.  Now,  he 
would  ask  his  learned  friend  whether,  if  the 
quantity,  of  commodity  were  excessively 
abundant,  that  was  to  say,  the  double, 
treble,  or  quadruple  of  an  ordinary  crop, 
It  would  not  be  a  cause  of  poverty  to  the 
agriculturist  ?  He  maintained  that  it  would 
be  so;  for  the  farmer,  aAer  having  satisfied 
the  consumption  of  himself  and  family, 
would  find,  upon  going  to  exchange  the  sur- 
plus of  his  commodity  for  other  commodity, 
such  a  competition  in  the  market  as  would 
compel  him  to  dispose  of  it  upon  very 
lotv  terms ;  and  thus  abundance  of  pro- 
duce would  be  to  him  a  cause  of  distress. 
It  was  true  that,  from  the  alteration  of  the 
currency,  the  evil  had  been  aggravated ; 
for  it  was  clear  that  it  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  sell  a  greater  quantity  of  com  to 
answer  the  demands  of  the  government 
and  the  landlord.  But  he  now  contended, 
as  he  had  at  all  former  times  contended, 
that,  up  to  a  certain  point,  for  instance,  10 
per  cent,  great  loss  had  been  deriyed  from 
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the  change  in  our  currency ;  but  that  the 
rest  of  the  distress  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  increased  qjaantity  of  produce. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Army  Estimates.]  Mr.  Brogden 
brought  up  the  resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  supply.  On  the  resolution, 
**  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  not  ex- 
ceeding 68,802  men,  be  maintained  for 
the  service  of  the  United  Kingdom,  from 
25th  Dec  1821  to  24th  Dec.  1822." 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  having  last  night 
endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  persuade  the 
committee  to  reduce  the  number  of  men 
for  the  service  of  the  year,  he  now  wished 
to  put  upon  record  tne  opinion  which  he 
entertained  regarding  the  large  amount  of 
the  present  standing  army.  He  was  not 
anxious  to  preyent  troops  from  being  sent 
to  Ireland  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturb- 
ances which  existed  there  :  quite  the  con- 
trary ;  he  wished  those  disturbances  to  be 
put  down  with  all  speed,  whatever  might 
be  the  original  catises  of  them.  The  only 
difference  which  existed  between  himself 
and  the  members  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment was,  that  he  thought  that  there 
were  already  in  Ireland  troops  enough  to 
effect  that  object.  The  way  he  made  that 
assertion  out  was  this.  By  the  estimates 
that  had  been  presented  to  the  House,  it 
appeared  that  in  Ireland  there  were 
18,897  men,  and  that  in  England,  in- 
cluding reliefs,  there  were  22,462  men, 
making  a  total  of  40,859  men.  There 
were  also  three  veteran  battalions,  which 
increased  that  total  to  43,550  men.  Now 
he  contended,  that  such  a  number  of  men, 
exclusive  of  the  assistance  to  be  derived 
from  the  artillery,  who  amounted  to  7.000 
men,  from  the  marines,  who  amounted 
to  8,000  men,  and  from  the  troops  in  the 
colonies,  exclusive  of  the  East  Indies, 
who  amounted  to  27,943  men  more,  was 
more  than  sufficient  to  quell  the  disturb- 
ances now  raging  in  Ireland.  The  noble 
lord  in  his  statement  bad  omitted  to  take 
any  notice  of  the  artillery,  marines,  and 
veteran  battalions,  and  had  stated  the 
amount  of  the  forces  at  home  and  in  the 
colonies  at  68,802  men.  Now  he  main- 
tained, upon  the  declaration  of  the  noble 
marquis  opposite,  that  as  the  marines 
were  performing  the  duty  of  resular 
soldiers  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the 
veteran  battalions  the  same  at  home,  they 
ought  to  be  included,  in  future,  vriih  the 
artillery  in  the  account  of  the  regular 
army;  and,  in  that  casCi  the  military 
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force  of  the  country  woald  amount  to 
86,493  men,  instead  of  of  68,802  men,  as 
stated  by  the  noble  lord.  From  that 
number  he  wished  to  take  10,000  men. 
That  was  the  extent  of  the  proposition  he 
had  made,  and  for  making  it  he  had  been 
taunted  with  inconsistency  by  hon.  gentle- 
men opposite.  He  maintained  that,  upon 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  army,  he 
had  always  been  consistent.  The  noble 
marquis  opposite  had  said,  that  any 
saving,  however  small,  that  could  be 
made  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service,  ought  to  be  made  without  delay. 
Now,  he  had  kept  that  declaration  of  the 
noble  marquis  continually  in  his  view; 
and,  upon  seeing  that  the  expenses  of  the 
army  in  the  year  1822  amounted  to  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  millions,  whilst  in 
the  year  1 792  they  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  2,831,149/.,  he  had  become  con- 
vinced that  the  difference  of  expenditure 
in  the  two  years  was  greater  than  ought 
to  be  permitted.  He  had  therefore  pro- 
posed a  reduction  of  10,000  men,  by 
which  a  saving  of  half  a  million  would  be 
gained  to  the  country.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man who  was  under-secretary  for  the  co« 
lonial  department  had  called  the  saving 
which  he  had  proposed  a  petty,  paltry 
saving,  and  had  implored  the  House  upon 
that  account  to  reject  it  with  disdain. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  being  a  few 
weeks  in  office  had  produced  such  an 
effect  upon  the  hon.  gentleman  as  to  make 
him  conceive  the  saving  of  half  a  million 
a  petty,  paltry  saving ;  but  he  did  know 
this,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  told  the 
House,  that  the  hon.  member  for  Aber- 
deen, in  his  petty,  paltry  public  savings, 
wished  to  sacrifice  the  honour  and  safety 
of  the  country.  Now,  he'trusted  that  no 
proposition  which  he  had  ever  made  was 
deserving  of  the  disdain  of  the  House. 
Indeed,  he  thought  that  the  term 
**  disdain*'  was  an  improper  term  for  pne 
member  of  parliament  to  use  towards  an- 
other :  and  if  it  were  used  for  the  purpose 
of  deterring  him  from  examining  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  country,  he 
treated  it  with  that  contempt  which  he 
trusted  he  should  always  treat  such  pro- 
positions as  talked  of  half  a  million  being 
H  petty,  paltry  saving.  Having  said  thus 
much  to  the  hon.  under-secretary,  he 
must  now  express  a  hope  that  the  gallant 
ffenera),  the  member  for  Liverpool,  was  in 
his  place,  as  he  had  a  word  or  two  to  say 
to  him  regarding  the  insinuation  which  he 
had  thrown  out  against  his  (Mr.  Hume's) 


profession.  My  profession,  continued 
Mr.  Hume,  is  as  well  known  as  that  of 
the  gallant  general ;  and  if  I  were  to  ask 
him,  what  part  of  his  professional  conduct 
got  him  the  regiment  which  he  now  has 
the  honour  to  command,  he  would  per- 
haps find  more  difficulty  in  answering  the 
question  than  I  should,  were  he  to  ask  me 
to  what  measures  my  success  in  life  was 
chiefly  owing.  [Loud  cheers  from  the  mi- 
nisterial benches.]  Hon.  gentlemen  may 
cheer  os  much  as  they  please ;  but  when 
allusions  are  made  to  the  private  history 
of  any  member,  it  is  done  for  somemeaoy 
improper  purpose,  and  not  from  a  sense 
of  public  duty. — He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  there  were  several  gentlemen  on  his 
side  of  the  House,  who  viewed  a  standing 
army  with  as  much  delicacy  as  the  gentle- 
men opposite,  and  who  were  inclined  to 
look  upon  it  as  the  best  protector  of  our 
riehts  and  liberties.  He  would,  however, 
asic  those  gentlemen  whether,  if  53,000 
men  were  a  sufficient  force  for  the  country 
in  1792,  76,000  men  were  not  sufficient 
in  1822  ?  He  had  said  nothing  of  the 
considerable  increase  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  former  period,  in  the 
number  of  our  militia  regiments,  and  our 
volunteer  and  yeomanry  corps.  Af^er 
this  statement,  he  thought  he  had  said 
enough  to  convince  the  House,  that 
76,493  men  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
service  of  the  year.  He  would  not  dictate 
to  ministers.  He  would  merely  take  from 
them  10,000  men,  and  leave  them  to 
decide  from  what  force  they  were  to  be 
taken.  He  should  now  mo?e  an  amend- 
ment, by  leaving  out  "  68,802,"  and 
inserting  "  58,802"  instead  thereof. 

Mr.  fVilmot  thought,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen  would  have  done 
better  if  he  had  made  the  speech  with 
which  he  had  that  evening  favoured  the 
House,  on  a  former  evening  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  when  the  hoo.  member  for 
Liverpool  was  present  to  repel  the  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  him.  He 
begged  leave  most  distinctly  to  assert, 
that  he  had  never  made  use  of  the  ex- 
pressions "  petty,  paltry  savings,"  what- 
ever might  appear  to  the  contrary  in  those 
historical  fragments  of  the  day  of  which 
they  had  recently  heard  so  much.  Neither 
had  he  said  that  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  member  ought  to  be  rejected  n^ith 
disdain.  He  would  show  the  House,  by 
a  repetition  of  what  he  did  say,  that  he 
could  not  have  used  any  such  language. 
The  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen  had  saidj 
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Ibat  the  reduction  effected  in  the  colonies 
4id  not  exceed  400  men.  Now»  be,  (Mr. 
W.)  bad  shown,  that  the  forces  in  the  cb« 
lonies  last  year  amounted  to  S2,467,  and  in 
the  present  year  to  27,94<3,  which  proved 
a  reduction  of  from  4  to  5,000  men.  He 
bad  then  said,  that  if  the  hon.  member 
took  no  more  care  in  bis  other  financial 
assertions  than  he  had  done  in  that  which 
he  had  exposed,  he  should  feel  it  right  to 
reject  his  propositions  in  future  with 
disdain. 

Mr.  Ilume  explained  how  the  mistake, 
which  he  allowed  he  had  made  respecting 
the  amount  of  the  reductions  in  the  forces 
of  the  colonies,  had  arisen.  It  was  from 
having  found  the  forces  differently  stated 
in  two  different  papers :  in  the  one,  they 
were  only  stated  rank  and  file;  in  the 
other,  their  officers  were  also  included. 
Be  assured  the  House  that  he  never  made 
anjstatement  without  deliberation. 

The  amendment  was  nesatived,  and 
the  original  resolution  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  commons. 
tVednesdayt  March  6. 
Motion  hespsctino  Her  late  Ma- 
jesty's Funeral.]  Mr.  Bennei  com- 
menced by  saying,  that,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
drctimstances  attending  tlie  Funeral  of 
her  late  majesty  the  Queen.  In  doing  so, 
be  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any 
apology.  True  it  was,  that  when  an  in- 
dividual so  little  qualified,  either  by  his 
•ituation  or  abilities,  undertook  such  a 
task,  some  apology  might  appear  neces- 
sary ;  but,  the  importance  of  the  sub^'ect, 
the  deep  interest  which  the  people  of  this 
country  took  in  it,  and,  above  all,  the 
honour  and  character  of  England  which 
It  involved,  forced  it  upon  him  as  a  dutv ; 
and  whatever  various  motives  might  Be 
ascribed  to  him ;  he  under  this  conscious- 
ness,  fearlessly  undertook  it.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Julv  last 
her  majesty  was  seized  with  that  illness, 
which,  after  some  days  of  suffering,  ter- 
minated her  existence  on  the  7th  of 
August.  To  him,  it  was  matter  of  sur- 
prise,  indeed,  that  slie  so  long  held  out, 
under  the  accumulated  wrongs  and  inju- 
ries which  were  hjeaped  upon  her ;  under 
the  sort  of  persecution  to  which  she  had 
been  exposed ;  but,  above  all,  under  that 
hope  deferred  which  makelh  the  heart 
ficK«    RecoUectifig  these  circunstances, 


be  repeated,  that  he  for  one  was  ^rprised 
she  had  not  sooner  sunk  into  the  grave. 
But  the  force  of  mind— the  fortitude  of 
character— which  she  possessed,  and  that 
high  spirit  which  belonged  to  her  family, 
and  no  branch  of  which  had  it  in  a  higher 
degree  than  herself,  enabled  her  to  con- 
tend so  long,  and  with  such  a  noble 
power  of  endurance,  against  multiplied 
calamities.  During  the  whole  of  her  ill- 
ness, no  decent  respect  was  paid  to  her 
by  the  servants  of  the  Crown.  No  in- 
quiries were  made  respecting  her  health 
by  any  of  his  majesty's  ministers;  and  be 
believed,  that  of  all  the  branches  of  the 
royal  family,  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
ofSussex  was  the  only  one  who  took  any 
notice  of  her  existence.  Afler  several 
days  of  pain,  her  majesty's  sufferings  and 
her  existence  terminated.  As  soon  as 
the  melancholy  event  had  taken  place, 
notice  was  given  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment ;  and  in  an  interview  with  one  of 
them,  one  of  the  executors  acquainted 
him  with  the  will  which  her  miajesty  had 
made,  with  all  her  testamentary  bequests, 
and  her  last  wishes.  He  (Mr.  B.)  held 
in  his  hand  a  copy  of  that  will,  of  which 
there  was  only  one  part  to  which  he  felt 
it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  In  that  part  her  majesty  desired 
that  within  three  days  after  her  decease 
bet  body  might  be  conveved  to  the  tomb 
of  her  ancestors.  The  house,  perhaps, 
would  be  anxious  to  learn  the  reason 
which  had  induced  her  majesty  to  make 
such  a  request.  It  was  not,  he  could 
state,  that  she  wished  to  have  the  cere- 
monv  of  her  funeral  hurried  over*  or  that 
she  did  not  wish  her  body  shoudd  remain 
longer  than  three  days  in  England-^that 
country  which  had  been  her  stem  and 
stay  in  all  her  afflictions,  and  her  great 
support  in  the  height  of  adversity— no ; 
another  motive  influenced  her  mind.  At 
the  time  when  a  communication  was  made 
to  her  majesty  by  an  honourable  friend  of 
his,  who  attended  her,  that  her  life  was 
in  danger,  and  that  in  all  probability  she 
could  not  survive  long,  she  thanked  him 
xfor  the  communication  in  her  kind  man- 
ner; and  with  a  simplicity  and  spirit 
which  all  who  were  acquainted  with  her 
knew  her  to  possess,  she  replied,  <<  I  have 
no  wish  io  live,  and  am  not  afraid  to  di^'^ 
But  to  return  to  that  part  of  the  will  in 
which  her  majesty  desired  to  have  her 
body  conveyed  to  Brunswick  within  three 
days.  When  told  that  it  was  not  likelv 
she  could  recoveri  her  maje^y  eaid|  <<  It 
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is  not  likely  that  I  shall  die  to  dav^  or 
perhaps  to-morrow ;  but  if  I  should  sur- 
▼ive  three  days,  it  will'  bring  me  to  the 
anniversary  of  the  day,  on  which  I  quitted 
England  seven  years  ago*'-^that  day 
which,  she  had  too  good  reason  to  re- 
member, when,  contrary  to  the  warning 
and  advice  of  her  best  friends,  she  lefc 
this  country.  It  was  a  very  natural  asso- 
ciation, that  she  should  fix  upon  the  same 
day  which  had  been  the  source  of  all  her 
subsequent  calamities,  as  the  one  which 
nnight  terminate  all  her  earthly  sufferings. 
As  soon  as  his  majesty's  government  had 
notice  of  the  queen's  deatn,  they  under- 
took to  defray  the  expenses  of  her  funeral. 
Lord  Liverpool  said  that  her  request  re- 
specting the  removal  of  her  body  should 
be  complied  with|  and  that  the  funeral 
should  take  place  as  soon  as  all  convenient 
preparations  could  be  made.  His  learned 
iViend  (Dr.  Lusbiogton),  anxious  to  learn 
what  preparations  were  to  be  made  for 
the  reception  of  her  maje^tyV  body  at 
tb^  other  side  of  the  water,  waa  referred 
to  a  gentleman  who  m^ht  be  considered 
the  deputy  of  count  Munster  in  this 
country;  and  the  answer  which  he  re- 
ceived was,  that  Stade  was  a  very  incon- 
venient route,  and  that  there  would  be 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  horses  and 
carriages  for  the  progress  of  the  proces- 
sion«  His  learned  friend,  under  these 
circumstances,  found  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  executors  to  carry  on  the 
funeral  without  knowing  what  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  its  reception,  and 
particularly  in  a  place  where  such  incon« 
veniences  were  likely  to  arise.  Finding 
that  government  did  not  intend  to  grant 
any  delay,  the  executors,  with  one  ac- 
cord, agreed  to  give  up  all  management 
of  the  funeral,  and  leave  it  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  government.  On  Tuesday, 
August  14,  the  funeral  left  Brandenburgh 
house.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  present.  He 
saw  with  his  own  eyes  what  passed,  and 
heard  the  protest  read  by  his  learned  friend 
against  the  removal  of  the  body,  because 
no  fit  preparations  had  been  made.  He 
f  Mr.  B.)  complained  first,  that  at  Bran- 
aenbur^h-house  there  was  not  that  due 
solemnity  which  befitted  the  rank  of  the 
illustrious  deceased.  He  had  seen  the 
funerab  of  many  of  the  nobility  of 
this  country;  and  he  would  sot  say, 
that  there  was  more  splendor,  for  that 

Eerhaps  was  not  a  proper  term  to  apply^ 
ut   he    woAild    say   that    there    were 
greater  tokens  of  respect  paid  to  the  de* 


cease  of  any  of  them,  than  was  shown 
by  those  who  superintended  the  ftioeral 
of  her  majesty.     The  preparations  were 
scantily  and  badly  arranged,  and  it  was! 
not  until   the    morning   of  the   funeral 
that  the  hanging   of  part  of  the  house 
with  black  was  finished.    It  was,  he  be- 
lieved, a  privilege  claimed  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  royal  family,  and  always  ac- 
corded, that  the  body  should  be  borne  to 
the  hearse  by  the  yeomen  of  the  guard ; 
and  he  believed  that  in  no  instance  be- 
fore that  of  her  majesty  was  this  cere-, 
mony  omitted.  But  here' were  no  yeomen 
in  attendance  to  perform  this  rite:  and 
her  majesty's  body  was  conveyed  out  of 
Brandenburgh-house  on  the  shoulders  of! 
the  undertaker's  men.    This  might,  per- 
haps, be  considered  a  matter  of  no  con-, 
sequence.    In  the  eye  of  the  philosopher,  | 
certainly,  it  was  none ;-  but  it  was  of  con- 
sequence when  taken  as  a  pn>of  of  the 
neglect  with  which  her  majesty  had  been, 
treated — when  taken  as  a  proof  of  the  in-, 
suits  fromjfrhich  oven  her  remains  werenot^ 
to  escape — when  taken  as  a  proof  of  the. 
determination  to  follow  up  the   insults 
offered  to  her  when  living,  by  .indignities . 
to  her  body  when  dead.      The  funeral 
moved  on  from  Brandenburgh-house,  un- 
der the  heaviest  rain  which  he  ever  re- 
membered; but,  notwithstanding  that  it 
poured   down    in    torrents    during    the 
whole  of  the  morning,  crowds  of  persons 
lined  the  streets  in  every  direction.    In 
every  place  were  to  be  seen  numerous 
groups,  not  of  what  were  usually  termed 
mobs,  but  of  the  middling  classes  dressed, 
in  deep  mourning,  anxiously  waiting  to 
testify  their  respect  for  their    departed 
Queen.    Every  bouse  was  filled  and  eveij 
avenue  was  thronged,  with  persons  of  this, 
description.     He  spoke  of  what  he  saw 
until  the  funeral  arrived  at  Cumberland 
gate ;  and  he  was  certain  that  he  should 
be  borne  out  in  his  account  by  the  state- 
ment of  every  person  who  witnessed  the 
procession,  that  never  was  there  any  in- 
stance of  a  public  funeral,  where  greater 
or  more  unfeigned  marks  of  respect  were 
paid  to  the  deceased  than  were  on  this 
occasion  by  the  thousands  who  attended. 
Indeed,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  death 
of  her  majesty's  lamented  daughter  and 
her  child  drew  more  tears  than  were  shed 
on  that  day.     After  repeated  stoppages, 
and  interruptions,  whicb  he  would  not. 
now  either  excuse  or  condeQin»  the  fune- 
ral arrived  at  Cumberhmd-ffate.  On  what, 
bapp^ed  there  it  was  not  nis  purpoM  to 
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observe.  No  doubt,  scenes  took  place 
which  all  roust  regret ;  but  of  those  scenes 
he  would  merely  say,  that  whatever  blood 
was  shed,  whatever  calamities  ensued,  the 
fault  was  to  be  attributed  to  his  majesty's 
ministers,  whose  arrangements  had  been 
throughout  so  ill-advised.  From  Cum- 
berland-gate the  funeral  went  on,  many 
obstacles  being  opposed  by  the  people 
in  the  by-ways  and  lanes  through  which 
ministers  had  thought  fit  it  should  pass. 
'  As  it  proceeded,  its  progress  was  marked 
with  the  same  intensity  of  feeling,  the 
same  tokens  of  respect  for  the  illustrious 
deceased,  the  same  deep  regret  for  her 
unmerited  sufferings,  which  had  been 
evinced  at  its  outset.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  suburbs  poured  out  in  thousands,  and 
a  very  great  portion  accompanied  the 
procession  for  a  considerable  distance  out 
ofthecity.  At  abouteight  o'clock  it  reached 
Romford,  where  it  halted  for  some  time. 
Soon  after  its  arrival,  there  was  a  notice 
given  by  the  parties  who  conducted  it, 
that  it  would  proceed  that  night  on  to 
Chelmsford.  To  this  an  objection  was 
made  by  one  of  the  executors,  who  re- 
presented, that  no  necessity  existed  for 
such  haste ;  but  it  was  replied  that  those 
who  did  not  choose  to  accompany  it  that 
flight  might  follow  it  in  the  morning.  At 
half-past  ten  it  left  Romford,  and  a;  rived 
at  Chelmsford  at  about  half-past  four  on 
the  following  morning.  Immediately  on 
its  arrival  there,  a  notification  was  given, 
that  it  would  set  out  again  at  seven ;  but 
though,  as  before,  remonstrances  were 
made  against  this  haste,  it  was  not  until  it 
was  found  that  the  horses  were  too  jaded 
to  proceed,  that  a  further  delay  of  a  few 
hours  was  granted*  At  11  o'clock  it  lefl 
Chelmsford,  and  arrived  at  Colchester  at 
about  5.  At  first  it  was  intended  to  go 
on  to  Harwich  that  night ;  but,  after  re- 
peated remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the 
executors,  a  letter  was  produced  from 
lord  Liverpool,  in  which  it  was  stated, 
that  the  procession  might  occupy  three 
days,  but  that  the  body  should  be  on 
board  on  the  third  dav;  and  therefore 
that  a  delay  might  take  place  for  that 
night  at  Colchester.  This  letter,  how- 
ever, was  not  produced,  until  after  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  state  of  the  horses 
was  such  that  they  could  not  proceed 
without  considerable  delay.  The  body 
was  after  this  conveyed  to  the  church, 
where  a  scene  took  place  which  he  would 
leave  to  others  to  describe.  It  should  be 
recollected  that  it  was  a  part  of  her  ma« 


jesty's  will  that  an  inscription  should  be 
placed  on  her  cofiin.      'That  inscriptioa 
was,  *<  Here  lies  Caroline  of  Brunswick, 
the  injured  Queen  of  England."    A  com- 
munication of  this  was  of  course  made  by 
one  of  the  executors  to  lord  Liverpool 
who  objected  to  its  being    put  on    the 
coffin ;  but  he  believed  he  was  not  saying 
too  much  in  stating,  that  lord  Liverpool 
did  not  object  to  its  being  done  by  others. 
A  plate  with  the  inscription  was  prepared, 
but,  owing  to  the  carriage  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  to  uke  it  to  Branden- 
burgh-house  having  been  delayed  by  the 
immense  crowds  through  which  he  had  to 
pass,  he  did  not  reach  that  place  until 
after  the  funeral  had  left  it.    In  conse- 
quence, the  plate  did  not  arrive  at  Col- 
chester till  a  late  hour  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th.    It  was  then  fixed  on  the  coffin, 
i  and  a  scene  ensued  which  he  would  leave 
to  those  who  witnessed  it  to  describe.  He 
would  only  say,  that  the  plate  was  taken 
I  off,  and  an  interference  of  the  soldiers 
j  followed,  in  no  way  creditable  to  the  par- 
I  ties  who  directed  it.     Early  on  the  morn- 
I  ing  of  the  16th,  the  procession  set  off  for 
;  Harwich,  a  distance  of  about  16  or  17 
I  miles.     He  mentioned  this  to  show  that 
the  distance  did  not  require  the  haste  at 
which  it  was  made  to  advance*    Indeed, 
the  whole  progress  of  the  funeral  might 
be  considered  as  one  which  was  going 

f^ost.  He  should  call  it  a  funeral  travel- 
ing post.  Some  parts  of  it  were  a  mile 
asunder,  and  in  no  place  was  it  accom- 
panied by  that  solemnity  which  one  would 
expect  at  the  funeral  of  the  poorest  sub- 
ject. The  only  solemnity  witnessed  on 
the  occasion  was  on  the  part  of  the  peo* 
pie  who  flocked  from  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  country,  in  tens,  and  he  might 
sa^  hundreds  of  thousands,  to  pay  their  Ust 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  her 
whom  they  believed  so  deeply-injured. 
He  spoke  in  the  hearing  of  many  gentle- 
men who  witnessed  the  procession,  and  if 
he  mis-stated  any  thing,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  corrected.  On  the  arrival  of  the  pro- 
cession at  Harwich,  without  waiting  for 
the  coming  up  of  the  carriages,  or  giving 
the  parties  who  had  a  right  to  attend  time 
to  get  out,  the  body  was  dragged  from 
the  hearse,  and  being  placed  on  men's 
shoulders,  was  hurried  down  to  the  place 
at  which  it  was  to  be  embarked.  It  was 
there  lowered  down  into  the  boat,  with- 
out a  pall,  without  the  crown,  and  with- 
out that  ceremony  which  one  might  have 
expected  on  such  an  occasion.    He  be- 
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Ibnreitbere  vasno  inHuioo  of  any  pcMon 
being  Mat  oiM  of  tfaif  couDtry  for  intcar* 
wont,  where  tfi9  atme  haaCe  wai  obierred. 
Tkf  coSb  waa  placed  in  a  boat»  in  which 
iwas  sir  G^eorge  Majrler  and  hit  deputy,  the 
undertaker  and  hit  deputy,  but  not  a  soul 
of  those  of  the  suite  who>  it  might  have 
lieen  supposed,  ought  to  have  acoompa- 
Died  it  to  the  ship.  The  interment  of  the 
flueen  of  En^and,  he  would  call  upon  the 
House  to  observe,  was  then,  as  far  as 
£offland  was  concerned^  entirely  at  an 
amL  There  were  no  more  rites,  no  more 
ceremonies,  no  more  decencv,  than  what 
he  had  described;  and  with  those  rites 
smd  oeremonies,  such  as  they  were,  ended 
she  ooatrol  over  the  funeral  exercised  by 
She  ministera  of  the  king  of  England.  On 
^ip^board,  no  preparations  had  been 
snade  for  the  reception  of  the  body. 
When  the  funend  arrived  at  Harwich,  the 
sMeadants  did  not  know  whether  they 
were  to  go  s^road  with  it  or  not  The 
original  plan  was,  that  the  body  and  the 
hmntt  with  one  or  two  of  the  undertakers 
ahould  be  left  to  find  theur  way  to  Bruns- 
wick, under  the  direction  of  an  hon.  and. 
learned  liriend  of  his  who  did  not  under- 
atand  the  language,  or  know  the  people  of 
Ihe  country  through  which  it  would  be 
accessary  for  him  to  pass.  That  plan, 
waa,  however,  abandoned  by  government, 
suid  the  hearse  was  embarked  with  all  its 
astendants.  The  vessd  did  not  sail  fbr 
dermaay  tiU  the  next  day^  and  there  was, 
therefore,  no  occasion  for  the  hurry  made 
to  get  her  mi^eaty*s  body  on  board ;  there 
4sa8,  ^refore,  no  occasion  to  travel  with  it 
cs  if-p-^he  was  almoat  ashamed  to  make  the 
c«Biiparison«*ia8  if  it  had  been  a  fish-cart ; 
there  waa  no  occasion  to  inflict  upon  her 
nory  such    unprecedented   contempt 


imd  iodignitv.  The  vessel,  he  repeated, 
did  not  Mil  for  Germany  till  the  next  day, 
and  did  not  arrive  at  Stade  till  three  days 
afterwards. 

He  had  now  done  with  the  govern- 
fient  of  the  king  of  England,  and 
was  fiUiged  to  commence  his  observi^ 
4kina  upon  the  goveroaseot  of  the  king  of 
HaoMtr.  When  the  fimeral  arrived  at 
&ada,  no  pseparation  had  been  made 
to  eeceiffw  it,  and  no  bier  had  been  con- 
ateq^ed  for  the  remmral  of  the  body.  It 
was,  hqwever^  carried  on  shore,  and 
plitoad  in  the  church  on  soeae  trestles, 
that  were  provided  by  the  aeal  of  the 
kind4iearted  inhaUUBU  of  the  town. 
The  inhabitants«-and  he  merely  men- 
tioned the  fiict  to  show  the  spirit  of  the 
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proceeding,  and  the  animut  of  those  wlie 
directed  it— the  inhabitants  joined  with 
the  municipality  in  asking  permission  to 
meet  the  funcsral.     Th^y  were  refused 
(permission.    They  applied  for  it  a  second 
time ;  they  were  again  reibsed  it.    They 
applied  for  it  a  third  time,  and  no  answer 
was  given  to  their  application.    The  peo- 
ple of  Stade  felt  like  the  people  of  Eng^ 
land;    and,  though  permission  was  not 
granted  them  to  do  so,  paid  every  respect 
m  their  power  to  the  memory  of  her  who 
had  recently  been  their  roySl  i^mtress. 
The  battery  saluted  the  corpse  Without 
orders ;  and  well  it  was  that  it  did  so,  for 
if  it  had  waited  for  the  orders  which 
shortly   afterwards   arrived,    no    salute 
would  have  been  fired.     The  next  day 
the  procession  moved  on ;  and  throughout 
the  whole  country  through  which  it  passed 
was  received,  as  he  had  been  told,  in  a 
manner  that  proved  that  the  people  of  all 
countries  that  were  unseduced  by  bribea 
and    temptation   entertamed    a    hatred 
against  oppression,  and  a  aympathy  for 
the  oppressed.     He  hsd  been  told  that 
nothing  could  be  more  touching  than 
their  conduct ;  indeed,  it  was  impossible 
for  language  to  describe,  or  for  man  to 
conceive,  the  afectionate  regard  which  all 
persons,  and  especially  the  women  showed 
to   the   memory  of  her   late   majesty. 
Wherever  the  funeral  went,  it  was  pre-* 
ceded  by  women  strewing  flowers,  and 
tliose  women  were  the  daughters  of  the 
principal    inhabitants  of    the   country. 
Through  this  group  of  people  in  mourn- 
ing, the  processioa  moved  on  to  Bruns^ 
wick ;  anu  there  took  i>hice  the  ceremony 
— ^f  ceremony   he  might  call  it— -with 
which  the  queen  of  England  was  consign^ 
ed  to  tlie  vault  of  her  noble  and  illustrious 
ancestors.    The  inhabitants  of  Brunswiok 
on  that  occasion  showed  that  they  felt 
like  the  manly  and  sallant  people  of  Engw 
land.    They  were  ul««exceptmg  the  go^ 
vemment  w  the  Crown  whicn  thiiew  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  any  public  expretf- 
sion  of  sorrow*— influenced  by  tlie  same 
feeling.      Would   the  House  believe  it» 
that  even  up   to  that  very  hour  no  fu- 
neral rites  had  been  celebrated  over  the 
body  of  the  Queen  of  England  ?     In  de- 
fence of  so  extraordinary  an  omission  of 
respect,  it  was  asserted,  that  it  was  not 
customary  in  Brunswick  to  celebrate  fu-« 
neral  rites  twice  oter  the  same  corpse ;  and 
as  a  proof  of  the  custom  it  was  added,  that 
when  the  body  of  her  majesty's  illustrioua 
fiMher  was  brought  from  the  church  of  thw 
8  O 
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obscure  Tillage  near  Jena,  m  which  he  had 
been  buried  after  the  battle  there,  to  be 
re-buried  at  Brunswick,  no  ceremonies 
bad  been  performed  over  it*  But  even 
allowing  such  to  have  been  the  fact  in 
that  instance,  how  did  it  applj  to  the  case 
of  her  late  majesty  ?  He  would  leave  the 
House  to  judge,  when  he  stated  that  the 
funeral  ceremonies  had  been  once  per- 
formed over  die  late  duke  of  Brunswick 
before  he  was  placed  in  the  family  vault, 
but  never  at  all  over  the  late  Queen  of 
Ensland.  If  they  were  to  be  told  that 
smm  ceremonies  were  mere  idle  preju- 
dices—if  the  Hanoverian  government  had 
been  visited  by  the  new  hghts  which  6rst 
dawned  upon  the  world  at  the  commence- 
ment of  tne  French  revolution,  and  was 
convinced  that  death  was  nothing  but  an 
eternal  sleep,  and  that  no  honours  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  deceased — if  such,  he 
saidy  were  the  philosophy  of  the  Hanove- 
rian government,  be  would  merely  reply 
to  it  by  stating,  that  it  was  not  the  philo- 
sophy of  the  human  heart,  which  received 
consolation  from  the  performance  of  such 
ceremonies,  even  though  -  it  knew  that 
they  conferred  no  honour  or  beneSt  on 
the  dead.  The  Queen  of  England  was 
now  laid  by  the  side  of  her  gallant  father 
and  brother,  both  of  whom  had  fallen  vic- 
tims to  the  cruel  tyranny  of  Buonaparte ; 
but  he  much  doubted  whether  that  ty- 
ranny, cruel  as  it  was,  could  produce  an 
example  of  oppression  more  black  and 
dammng  than  that  under  which  her  late 
majesty  had  at  length  fallen*  Though  no 
religious  ceremony  had  been  performed 
over  her  body,  there  was  not  a  country  in 
the  world— he  cared  not  what  language 
its  inhabitants  spoke,  or  in  what  form 
they  oflfered  up  their  prayer  to  the  Deity 
—-in  which  the  name  of  the  Queen  of 
England  was  not  uttered  by  all  who 
prayed  for  mercy  against  oppression^n 
which  all  who  had  heard  of  her  sufierinffs, 
did  not  pray  that  her  fate  might  not  be 
their  fate,  that  her  lot  might  not  be  their' 
lot.  In  what  he  had  said,  he  had  perhaps 
expressed  himself  waraily ;  but  he  felt 
warmly  upon  the  subject,  and  should  feel 
00  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Before  he  concluded  with  the  motion 
which  he  intended  that  evening  to  submit 
to  the  House,  he  could  not  help  commg 
back  to  England,  and  pointing  out  the 
conduct  which  government  had  pursued 
in  another  respect  upon  this  occasion. 
J^inisters  mu8t  have  been  aware  of  the 
strong,  interest  which  the  people  of  Eng- 


land had  always  taken  in  the  fate  of  her 
late  majesty.  They  must  have  known,  or 
if  they  did  not  know,  they  oudit  to  have 
known,  the  anxiety  with  which  every  per- 
son in  Encland  had  watched  the  progress 
of  the  fatal  disorder  of  which  she  died ; 
they  must  have  known,  that  from  the  mo- 
ment of  her  decease,  there  were  no  per- 
sons in  the  middle,  and  but  fbw  persons 
in  the  higher  classes  of  society  that  were 
not  desirous  of  exhibiting  their  respect  to 
her  memory  as  she  wai  conveyed  to  the 
tomb.  One  would  have  expected  that, 
under  such  drcumstanses,  the  govern- 
ment would  have  been  careful  to  pursue 
such  a  line  of  conduct  as  could  shock  no 
man's  prejudices — as  could  wound  no 
man's  feelings.  The  experienee  of  the 
pest  ought  to  have  taught  -  them  the  ex- 
pediency of  conciHating  the  feelings  of  the 
public,  where  they  knew  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  prevent  a  display  of  those 
feeliogl.  They  had  full  notice  of  what 
the  feelings  of  the  counti^  were;  they 
had  received  no  less  a  warning  voice  than 
that  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and 
common  council  of  the  city  of  London«- 
a  body  which  it  was  usual  in  that  House 
to  treat  with  the  utmost  contempt,  except 
when  it  sided  with  the  views  of  his  ma- 
jesty's mmisters.  Now  he,  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  look  upon  it  with  respect, 
even  when  he  most  condemned  its  con- 
duct, thought  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
ought  to  have  paid  some  attention  to  the 
opinions  which  it  had  expressed,  espe- 
cially as  those  opinions  were  held  by  vSX 
the  people  of  England,  who  bad  not  re- 
ceived from  government  money,  or  mo- 
ney's-worth. The  corporation  of  London 
had,  a  few  days  before  the  Queen's  funeral 
come  to  a  resolution,  which  he  would 
read  to  the  House.  It  was  as  follows: 
**  Resolved  unanimously,  that  this  court 
feels  it  a  melanch<^y  and  irresistible  duty 
to  express  its  deepest  concern,  and  afflic- 
tion at  the  premature  and  ever-to-be-Ui- 
mented  death  of  her  most  ^acloua  majesty 
Queen  Caroline.  The  emment  virtues  alie 
possessed — theanuable  and  unaflected  con- 
descension of  her  manners — the  habitoal 
kindness  and  benevolence  of  her  daposi- 
tion,  and  the  vigour  and  intelligence  of 
mind  she  displayed  on  the  most  trving  oc- 
casions— ^her  regard  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people,  and  the  warmth 
of  affection  she  evinced  for.  the  British 
nation,  would  of  themselves  have  called 
for  expressions  of  gratitude  to  her  me- 
mory^ and  sorrow  for  faecl08S.   Butwbtn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A33] 


her  iaU  MqjiHjfU.FuneroL 


March  6,  1822. 


t&s4 


this  coart  oaUt  to  miod  the  painful  and 
distressing  vicissitudes  of  her  OTentful  life, 
from  the  period  she  first  landed  in  this 
countijy  under  the  most  flattering  and 
auspicious  circumstances,  and  contem- 
plates the  domestic  afflictions  and  the 
eeriesof  persecutions  which,  in  unrelent- 
ing sucoessioUy  she  has  undergone,  it  can* 
iiot  but  record  its  highest  admiration  of 
the  temper,  the  unshaken  firmness  and 
magnanimity  with  which  she  met  and  de- 
featedy  if  not  destsoyed,  the  malice  of  her 
persecutors;  and  Uiat  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  her  existence  she  displayed  the 
same  fortitude  with  Christiao  resignation, 
forgiving  all  her  enemies ;  and  when  un- 
der the  weight  of  her  complicated  wrongs 
and  sufferings,  sinking  into  the  arms  of 
Death,  she  uiiled  him  as  a  friend,  in  the 
hope  of  exchanging  those  scenes  of  sor- 
row and  trouble  for  a  crown  of  glory 
and  immortality.''  That  resolution  was 
followed  by  another,  which  he  should 
also  read  to  the  House—'*  Resolved 
unanimously  that  this  court  is  anxious  to 
do  honour  to  the  remains  of  her  late 
iBajcsty  Queen  Caroline,  and  in  the  event 
of  the  royal  corpse  passing  through  the 
city,  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  attend  the 
funeral  procession  at  Temple-bar,  and 
through  the  city." 

He  thought  that  these  resolutions 
might  have  informed  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment of  the  nature  of  the  feelinss  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis;  and  he 
further  thought  that  it  might  have  been 
permitted  to  the  corporation  of  the  me* 
tropolitan  city,  to  take  a  part  in  her  ma- 
jesty's funeral  procession.  If  there  had 
been  any  thing  in  his  majesty's  ministers 
—he  would  not  say  like  wisdom,  but  like 
that  common  sense  which  was  necessary 
to  administer  the  lowest  and  meanest  af- 
fairs-^-they  must  have  seen  that  the  only 
course  to  be  pursued  with  safety  was  to 
conciliate  the  feelings  of  the  peonle  by 
acceding  to  their  earnest  wishes  and  soli- 
citations. By  what  fiital  infatuation  they 
had  determined  to  drag  her  majesty's 
body  through  all  the  by-wavs  and  by- 
laaes  of  the  town,  through  all  its  obscure 
paths  and  tortuous  roads,  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  the  people  of  England  from  showing 
their  respect  to  her  memory,  the  coun- 
try would,  perhaps,  be  informed  in  the 
course  of  the  evening.  The  noble  mar- 
quis, upon  a  former  occasion,  had  insi- 
noated   that  the  Queen  had  reouested 

Srivacv  to  be  observed  in  her  mneral. 
Tow,  be  had  read  her  will  with  consider- 


able care,  but  could  not  find  a  single 
word  in  it  to  that  e&ct.  He  had  inquired 
of  those  who  were  with  her  in  her  last 
moments  if  she  had  expressed-such  a  wish^ 
and  they  told  him  that  she  had  done  no 
such  thing.  It  was  also  said,  that  she 
had  desired  her  body  to  be  removed 
within  three  days  from  her  death.  Upon 
that  point  he  had  already  explained  hhn- 
self  to  the  House,  and  would,  therefore, 
say  no  more  upon  it  at  present,  except 
that  he  believed  that  ministers  were  the 
only  men  in  the  country  who  would  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  had  done 
upon  it.  Upon  their  heads,  therefore, 
rested  all  the  responsibility  of  all  the  evil 
counsel,  all  the  mischievous  advioe,  and 
all  the  fearful  consultations  which  had 
taken  place,  provoking  and  irritating  the 
people  to  a  breach  of  the  law,  which  ended  * 
in  the  death  of  two  individuals.  The 
country  was  indebted  to  other  individuals 
than  the  members  of  the  government  that 
more  blood  had  not  been  shed.  If  there 
had  been  at  the  head  of  that  procession 
persons  as  wrong-headed  in  action  as 
others  had  been  in  counsel,  a  great  sacri- 
fice of  human  life  must  have  taken  (Jace, 
which  might  have  led  to  the  niost  fatal 
results.  What  might  have  been  the  issue 
of  them  God  alone  knew ;  but  of  this  he 
was  sure,  that  the  blood  which  was  then 
shed  would  have  been  too  dearly  pur- 
chased if  it  had  been  the  price  of 'decid- 
ing whether  the  Queen  should  receive 
from  the  mhabitants  of  the  metropolis 
those  honours  which  they  had  always  paid 
her  during  her  life,  and  which  thev  were 
anxious  to  pay  her  even  when  she  was 
no  more.  At  this  stage  of  his  speech,  he 
could  not  help  looking  back  to  the  pe- 
riod—and he  was  old  enough  to  remem- 
ber it— when  the  late  Queen  of  England 
came  to  its  shores,  full  of  hope,  ana  life, 
and  joy.  Beautiful  he  thought  she  was  ia 
person,  amiable  he  knew  her  to  have 
been  in  manners;  and  yet,  within  one 
short  year,  without  any  fault  being  even 
alleged  against  her,  she  was  turned  with 
her  child  ficom  the  house  of  her  husband ; 
and  from  that  time  there  was  not  one 
suffering,  which,  in  the  visitation  of  cala- 
mity could  befal  mankind,  that  had  not 
been  heaped  unsparingly  upon  her  head. 
He  spoke  not  merely  of  those  calamities 
with  which  the  All-powerful  Disposer  of 
events  sometimes  inflicted,  in  his  wisdom, 
upon  us  all ;  but  of  those  calamities  which 
the  wickedness  and  treachery  of  mankind 
had  repeatedly  brought  upon  her.    Sh» 
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^u  takerf  ap— and  he  had  no  doubt  thil 
the  observations  he  was  going  to  make 
would  be  received  with  cheers  from  the 
other  side,  but  they  tdvched  him  not-— 
she  was  taken  up  as  a  party  tooU  and  was 
alternately  caressed  and  betrayed.  When 
they  could  no  longer  use  her  to  their  ad- 
▼antage,  the  different  factions,  who  had 
for  a  temporary  purpose  attached  them- 
selves to  her,  forsook  her,  and  ooe  of 
them  bad  absolutely  seduced  her  into  that 
coarse  which  ultimately  betray^  her  to 
ruin.  He  would  not  ^  bade  to  those 
disguStiog  scenes  to  whtdi  the  people  of 
England-^to  their  everlasting  honour  be 
it  mentioned— had  put  a  stop  by  that  ha- 
tred to  oppression,  and  that  manliness  of 
feeling  whieh  they  then  displayed  in  so 
powemil  and  unequivocal  a  manner. 
Those  measurei  would  descend  to  future 
ages,  a  lasthig  record  of  the  faifamy  of  all 
engaged  in  bringing  them  forward*  and 
would  form  a  dark  page  in  the  annab  of 
the  historian  who  should  review  them, 
when  all  party-feeling  should  be  at  rest, 
and  the  i»ltry  interests  of  the  present  mo- 
ment buried  m  oblivion.  But,  whilst  they 
6xed  an  indelible  stigma  on  the  conduct 
of  those  who  originated  them,  they  would 
forai  a  proud  source  of  triumph  to  those 
noble  personages,  who,  in  another  place, 
had  stood  forward  in  behalf  pf  themselves, 
and  the  constitution,  and  that  gallant  peo- 
ple who  were  never  known  to  forsake  the 
oppressed  in  their  time  of  need,  and  who 
stood  by  her  late  majesty  to  the  last  hour 
of  her  existence*— I  do  not  know  (con- 
tinued Mr.  Bennet),  or  rather  I  do  know, 
what  will  be  the  fate  of  my  motion.  I 
know  it,  by  the  fate  of  every  other  mo- 
tion which  has  yet  been  tnade,  regarding 
that  ill-treated  but  high-minded  lady  ; 
but  I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself,  as  a 
member  of  parliament -»«•  1  should  be 
ashamed  of  myself  as  an  English  gentle- 
man—4.f  I  were  on  that  accdont  to  refrain 
from  giving  vent  to  the  feelings  which  ac- 
tuate me  on  the  subfect.  I  have  given 
vent  to  them,  and  I  trust  that  1  have  done 
so  decently  and  decorousir.  I  have 
spoken  out  on  the  sobjectr  beomsse  the 
subject  reqmred  it  of  me,  and  because  I 
was  ilmdotw  to  t>at  upon  record  the  sen- 
timents which  1  felt  on  a  question,  which, 
whether  I  look  to  the  past  or  to  the  future^ 
I  conceive  to  be  of  innnite  importance  to 
the  peace  and  character  of  this  natioA.  I 
now  move,  ««  That  the  respect  and  solera- 
jkity  which  hv  ancient  custom  have  been 
observed  at  the  funerals  of  the  Quoens  of 


England,  have  betoi  at  tiie  fuiierri  of  Mr 
kite  Majesty  Queen  Carottne^  unneccsaa- 
rily  and  inoeoorouily  viohMed.'' 

Mf^John  C^fosyisaidi  he  iraa  present  at 
the  embarkation  of  the  body  or  ber  kle 
majesty  at  Harwich.  He  iaw  the  cefta 
lowered  into  the  boat  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  The  navid  Officers  and  men  wb« 
attended  behaved  with  the  nlorost  dr- 
corum ;  and  every  thing  had  been  pr6b 
vided  by  the  admiralty,  that  could  insure 
a  respectful  attention  to  the  remains  cC 
her  late  majesty.  The  guns  had  been 
fired  both  sH  Htfrwidi  tfnd  at  Sfade.  On 
tlie  arrivid  of  the  body  ait  Zell,  it  was 
carried  to  the  church,  whieh  was  fitted  wf 
with  black  for  the  eceaBien«  Throughout 
the  whole  of  the  journey  the  iMmosl 
respect  and  solemnity  vfwt  Observed. 
The  Hanoverian  govermnet  muSS  faaivo 
made  great  exertiona  to  provide  for  the 
progress  of  so  large  a  processioni  in  wttioh 
there  were  sixty  horses  to  be  dhdnged  at 
every  stage. 

Sir  G.  Coddmm  wished  to  ai^  a  fisw 
words  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  boo. 
moveo  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
navy  at  Harwich^  which  that  honu  member 
had  characterized  as  defiosent  In  rcepeoi. 

Mr.  B0nne$  observed,  thai  so  fiUr  from 
accusing  the.nav^  of  disrespeotfbl  oon* 
duct,  his  meaniiig  waa  directly  the  re- 
verse. He  wished  to  state  distincilyi  that 
the  navy  had  oendueted  themsems  on 
that  occasion  with  the  greatest  leclhig 
and  propriety.  What  he  complaiiied  <n 
was,  that  no  boats  were  ready  at  the  jetty 
to  convey  her  majesty's  attendants  on 
board  at  the  time  that  the  body  was  eaw 
barked. 

Sir  G.  CoMum  said,  he  was  happy  to 
hear  the  explanation  given  by  the  noo. 
gentleman,  althoi^h  he  could  not  adsMS 
the  accuracy  even  of  thai  expUmatiom 
He  was  noi  present  himself^  but  he  had  il 
from  a  very  excellent  officer,  catitaio 
White,  wIm  was  theie^  timt  he  ordered 
all  the  pdrsmiS  to  be  taken  on  board  whom 
the  executors  pointed  out  to  him  for  that 

gurposew  He  called  on  an  hon.  and  gallant 
lend  of  hb  opposite  to  stale  how  the  navy 
had  behaved  on  that  ocossisrt^  A  learned 
gentleman  opposite  had  told  Mas  that  tio^ 
Uiing  had  ever  beenbetter  done*  HowooM 
appeal  to  that  learned  gentleman,  whether 
the  Adasiralty  did  not  express  their  dis-> 
position  to  Rive  him  a  Vessel  of  any 
description  6f  force  he  cboee,  ftrthwpor^ 
pose  of  conveying  the  body*  of  her  hffe 
Bujesiy  to  Cujtbavew?    Vbi^  hod  so- 
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oqdmenfcd  t  mmXL  frigki^,  m  bMler 
caleulattfd  to  gasp  thv  riferi  bilt  tht 
Icarsecl  geaileman  had  dhdiea  to  Iwte 
a  hurga  frigate,  U  coiicdniig  that  it 
wo^bamorer^pcctlul.  lit  oonaaqueooe 
a  large  frigate  iroi  immediately  ordered 
rorind  by  the  Admimlty  ft^m  Portoofeotttb. 
Orders  bad  been  given  to  firv  thd  gumtfi 
mad  te  do  every  thing  elie  fhai  wm  pr^r. 
Under  those  cirotimltaiicei  be  coiiftfised 
ihai  he  was  not  prepared  to  hear  any  ao^ 
cfttation  of  a  #ani  of  dUe  attettioiu 

Cokmel  GfMd  onderstood^  that  (he  hoik 
member  for  Shrewsbury  fbuod  fMi  with 
the  wi^  iti  which  thd  eoBn  wbM  lon^ered 
into  the  boiit.  If  aAy  6b«  wai^  to  blame 
on  that  oecasioD^  it  was  himself.  H^  had 
oobiulted  wHh  cdptaln  Doyto  is  td  the 
beet  aad  safest  method  of  cotiVeyilig  the 
body  on  board.  At  the  beach  the  water 
was  sbailov^y  aifd  the  ooffid  eould  fiat 
be  carried  to  the  boat.  Both  caiptaiti 
Doyle  and  hiAiself  agreed  that  the  bcMt 
way  was  to  lower  the  ooffin  into  th«  boat 
by  the  crane  at  th6  drdntfnce  lettv^  The 
nekt  question  was  by  whom  it  snowld  be 
lowered  ?  Several  officers  were  appointed 
for  that  porpose,  but  they  v'tre  ne  tio^ 
aacuitomed  to  the  us^  of  the  cnme,  tlial 
k  was  thought  expediefti  to  etnpley  foot 
men  wbo  were  «o  used  to  the  work. 
Captain  White  tendered  hia  aisiMfice  to 
carry  all  these  dispMltiina  faito  ^ffict^ 
There  was  abundabce  of  room  ih  the  boat 
into  which  the  coffib  trai  lowered ;  add 
he  confessed  that  he  Alt  iurpHaod  that 
none  of  her  late  mafes^a  attendaois  ac« 
coaapaiiied  the  body.  Wh^d  ibo  pro^ 
cession  approaclied  Harwieb  he  went  out 
to  meet  it,  and  ridioa  op  to  the  carriage 
In  which  was  sir  O.  Nay lefy  ftdvisod  him 
to  take  the  body  ^  Once  to  the  jetty»  f&t 
that  the  tide  would  not  serve  above  three 
or  four  hours  longeri  and|  therefor^  tf  the 
body  was  not  eimrked  theo,  it  mult  be 
embarked  at  nighty  or  wait  fber  oAd  tweoty 
hours.  Sir  0«  Nayler  and  hie  atceadkntit 
wanted  rest.  He  (coL  O.)  had  oifi^^ 
bis  dining  room  for  the  recoptiod  of  the 
body.  Tb»  ^iirttb  #a*  dOt  in  *  AIMe  to 
receive  it.  The  mayor  oftred  the  Towa 
Nall^  but  on  examinidg  tho  Matrki  there 
appeared  to  be  a  iudden  tur*  whioh  #ould 
render  it  dtftcuk  to  carry  tho  coffin  ep. 
The  question,  therefore^  wa«i  if  it  became 
deoessttfy  for  the  bodv  to  fomdid  dll  hight 
ashore ;  trhefber  it  snoiM  Mtttttd  at  the 
Three  Cups^idn,  or  at  his  hedid^  He 
could  assorO  the  HouM  ttpdd  hitf  hodouri 
tbdt  he  bod  the  wiadoirs  taken  6iit  of  hjo 


dUbg^rOom  to  piopaie  for  the  reooptlott 
ofthecoflb. 

Mr.  HuMe  said,  he  hod  wftdOsMd  thO 
whole  of  the  ceremofiy)  add  mdM  do  the 
navy  the  justice  to  say,  that  ho  never 
witnessed  more  creditable  add  hdhoaroblo 
conduct  than  that  of  coptaift  WMte  add 
the  sailors.  Both  oAoeN  add  men,  whilo 
the  body  Wis  lowering  idto  tbo  boof^ 
showed  every  diark  of  reipoct  and  fbeUng^ 
Whon  the  coAn  was  lowered  Idto  the  boat, 
the  crown  and  oushion  wei%  immediately 
hatided  into  the  boat,  aooompaoiod  by 
sir  O.  Nayler,  who  placed  himielf  at  the 
head  of  the  coffin.  But  thftt  of  which  hk 
hon.  friend  eomplained^  waa^  the  dUgraOO* 
ful  neglect  in  not  providing  the  idOOde  Of 
embarking  the  attendanta  Od  her  ftH^imf^ 
funeral.  Lord  Hood^  ds  chief  kdodrbOf^ 
had  aaked  what  coov^onOO  thore  Wdi^r 
carrying  bim  on  bOdrd  i  Thoro  W0#0  flO 
boats.  Lord  Hood  thOd  Alkod,  hOw  fao 
oodld  return,  if  bewctel  to  CilthttfOff? 
Capf  Old  White  repliod,  that  he  hod  no  id* 
strOctiona,  b«t  that  be  would  tako  fl  ttpon 
himself  to  aay^  that  hii  f^ifato,  the  tydo» 
should  attend  fbr  the  purjraoe  of  contoy*» 
iog  any  part  of  bef  m^rtMty'tf  faoooofaMd 
back  fVom  tho  opposite  dioM.  Tho 
gedtlemod  of  her  mojeaty^  boiMOlMfM, 
weroi  hdwevor,  loft  on  tho  oaat  t  add  II 
waa  fbf  lomo  tioio  dodbiAil  wbofhof  Ody 
conveyance  on  boord  wtt  to  bo  OSMM 
themi  Ho  appoalodte  anf  bod.  MOidbef 
oppoaitei  whether  dodsideroble  iddOti^Od 
bOd  not  beOD  auuufeaied,  ttdlfl  d  l0tt«f 
arrived  from  the  Adaahiytv  whlofa»  tM 
boo.  member  aaidi  codtaideci  tho  deeottoitry 
orders?  Ho  waa  surprised tfaat die  gollOM 
officer  ahould  have  said  thoro  ippoiro« 
any  unwillidgneai  od  the  pdlfl  of  thO 
moorders  atteodittg  UtO  fdtlerali  10  g9 
into  tho  boat  id  which  the  bo^  wftO 
placed.  Tho  fiicl  waor  thai  die  dOMOM 
who  ottendod  wore  ready  Odd  dnkiooj  f o 
attend  tbo  colBdi  but  doattompihdd  boOtf 
mado  to  provide  boiia  to  tako  ttfod^  otf  i 
mdeod^  so  litHe  woo  kdoo«  upon  ^  suIm 
jeet,  that  it  waa  fbr  some  tfiao  o  ^dotnloft 
with  the  txfMfiMtB  whoibef  tifey  wod^  lo 
proceed  id  the  kidg'o  sMp  or  ftifeo  thw 
packets  Bui  MhH  woi  a  ifliM  port  of  tl^o 
eodifdaint  mode  by  the  hod.  diMlm  for 
Sbrowsbury<  Before,  howet or,  bo  ^diidMI 
thia  pOH  of  tbo  queoiioiiy  lie  felt  It  mMn 
aory  to  do  jUMicO  to  tbo  oodddci  of  th^ 
gfldiidt  otf oor  (dolodol  GdOsoti)v  WhM 
the  itooral  retditedd  ol  Hirwidh^  lbi§ 
gtflOnt  Idcmbor  hod  dfted  MO  UtiBOOt  Off^ 
ded¥o<M  to  poy  ibo  rodMbioor  hit  M^ 
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jesty  all  due  respect.  Would  to  God  that 
he  had  been  appointed  to  joia  the  pro- 
cession in  the  first  instance !  Had  that 
been  the  case,  the  country  would  not 
have  witnessed  those  disgraceful  scenes 
which  uobappilv  took  place*  Having 
said  thus  much,  he  intreated  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  main  facts  of  the 
question.  He,  would  first  slate  how  the 
remains  of  her  majesty  had  been  treated 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  On  its 
landing,  eight  majors  were  appointed  to 
remove  the  coffin,  and  the  people  insisted 
on  having  her  bo&v  removea  from  the 
ordinary  hearse.  It  was  placed  in  a 
carriage  brought  for  the  purpose,  and.that 
carriage  was  drawn  b^  a  number  of  ror 
spectiwle  burghers;  in  a  word,  every 
possible  mark  of  respect  was  shown  to  the 
remains  of  her  majesty.  This  was  the 
conduct  pursued  by  the  Germans ;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
people  of  England  would  nave  shown  the 
same  respect,  were  it  not  for  the  inter- 
ference of  his  majesty's  ministers.  The 
complaint  of  his  hon.  friend  was  mainly 
affamst  the  manner  of  this  interference. 
He  complained  of  the  shameless  and  in- 
decent haste  with  which  the  proceedings 
were  pressed  on.  So  great  had  been  that 
liaste,  that  persons  wishing  to  attend  the 
funeral  were  allowed  but  a  few  hours  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  journey.  This 
was  the  mam  ground  of  complaint.  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  respect  usually 
paid  to  crowned  heads  had  been  paid  to 
her  majesty ;  and  much  stress  was  laid  upon 
Brandenburgh-house  having  been  hung 
with  black.  But  all  those  who  had  wiu 
nessed  what  took  place  at  that  house, 
must  have  felt  that  the  whole  was  a 
mockery.  In  the  first  instance,  it  had 
been  determined  to  remove  the  body  on 
Monday,  and  it  was  not  until  it  was  shown 
that  lord  Hood's  horses  had  not  come  up, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  complete 
the  other  necessary  arrangements  in  time, 
tlmt  this  idea  was  abandoned.  It  was  this 
indecent  haste,  that  was  complained  of. 
And  then  as  to  the  black  doth  which  was 
spoken  of,  it  was  not  entirely  put  up  until 
Tuesday  morning ;  it  was  put  up,  not  out 
of  respect  to  her  majesty,  but  in  order  to 
expend  the  cloth  and  other  materials  for 
the  benefit  of  the  individuak  concerned. 
It  could  not  have  been  put  up  put  of 
respect  to  the  Queen,  as  no  one  individual 
of  the  public  was  allowed  to  go  in  to  wit- 
ness the  funeraji  cer^mpnles.— He  now 
came  to  9QPther  serioup  chaige  against 


ministers.  Why  was  not  the  funeral  al^ 
lowed  to  go  throuffh  the  city  ?  Why  were 
orders  issued  to  have  it  taken  through 
bye  and  crooked  ways?  The  immemorial 
usage  was,  to  take  funerals  along  the  high- 
ways ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  he  be- 
lieved a  private  path  through  which  a 
fUneral  passed  became  thenceforward  a 
public  way.  Why  was  it  that  ministers 
kept  the  public,  up  to  the  last  moment,  in 
ignorance  of  the  route  which  the  funeral 
was  to  take?  It  was  this  which  had 
brought  such  an  accumulated  mass  of 
people  to  the  west  end  of  the  metropolis 
on  tnat  day.  Had  the  people  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  line  which  the  funeral 
would  take,  they  would  have  waited 
quietly  at  their  difierent  stations  until  it 
passed.  The  reasons  by  which  ministers 
were  actuated  in  doing  this,  they  were  now 
calledupontoexplamtotheHouse.  They 
had  to  explain,  too,  why,  after  having  re- 
fused her  majesty  a  guard  of  honour  in 
her  life  time,  they  sent  one,  as  if  in 
mockery,  to  attend  her .  funeral ; .  and, 
having  done  this,  they  wished  to  have  the 
body  taken  a  bye  and  tortuous  course, 
well  knowing  that  the  people  would  not 
su&r  her  remains  to  be  treated  with  iut 
dignity.  He  hoped  the  noble  marquis 
opposite  had  had  some  conversation 
with  that  respectable  magistrate,  sir  R. 
Baker,  who  had  charge  of  her  mmesty'a 
funeral;  If  so  he  must  have  been  in&rmed 
that  the  conduct  of  the  people  was  every 
thing  that  could  have  been  wished  for  oh 
that  day.  The  only  complaint  made  was  of 
the  attempt  to  turn,  the  funeral  out  of  the 
direct  and  public  road.  The  worthy  ma- 
gistrate, in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, had  taken  upon  himself  to  alter 
the  intended  route,  and  take  the  funeral 
by  the  direct  and  open  road.  Had  the 
worthy  magistrate  adopted  this  course  a 
little  earlier,  he  would  have  prevented 
much  riot,  disorder,  and  bloodshed.  For 
his  firmness,  his  mildness,  and  humanity, 
on  that  melancholy  occasion,  he  deserved 
— not  the  reward  he  had  received — ^but 
the  thanks  of  the  House  and  the  country. 
He  had  never  before  been  particularly 
partial  to  sir  R.  Baker ;  but  lie  could  not 
withhold  his  praise  of  the  coolness,  the 
temper,  and  moderation,  with  which  the 
woirthy  macistrate  acted  on  that  day.-r- 
The  funeral  having  been  turned  into  the 
park,  brought  him  to  a  point  in  which  he 
viewed  the  conduct  of  ministers  as  culpable 
in  the  highest  degree.  They  gave  tlie 
officers  orders  to  tak^  the  funeral,  that 
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way  (he  pretamed  they  mast  have  given 
such  orders,  or  surely  the  officers  would 
not  have  acted  as- they  did);  and  this  led 
to  a  scene  the  most  disgraceful  of  any 
that  had  ever  come  within  liis  observation. 
He  was  himself  present,  and  he  saw  with 
regret  that  those  soldiers  who  had  been 
sent  out  in  aid,  and  under  the  control  of 
the  civil  power,  had  acted  entirely  with- 
out orders;  that  they  had  not  only  not 
Erevented,  but  had  actually  committed  a 
reach  of  the  peace.  He  found  too,  that 
the  officers  had  given  the  soldiers  no 
orders  to  fire.  Was  this  the  way  in  which 
our  troops  were  disciplined  I  When  he 
was  in  the  field,  he  had  always  seen  the 
men  under  the  strict  command  of*  their 
officers.  What  was  the  case  here?  It 
appeared  that  the  officers  were  at  the 
head  of  their  troops,  and  yet  those  troops 
used  their  swords  and  pistols  a^inst  the 
people,  without  having  received  any 
orders  so  to  do.  How  could  he  call  those 
disciplined  troops?  He  could  consider 
them  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  lawless 
band,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  rushing 
furiously  to  attack  those  subjects  whom 
it  was  their  duty  to  protect.  In  doing 
this,  they  had  been  gudty  of  murder  ana 
manslaughter.  He  was  most  willing  to 
admit  that  the  soldiers  had  been  placed 
in  a  situation  of  much  difficulty  on  the 
14th  of  August.  He  repeated  that  the 
soldiers  had  been  so  placed,  but  how  often 
did  it  occur  that  soldiers  were  placed  in 
fiituations  which  exposed  them  to  a  gall- 
ing fire  without  being  allowed  to  return  a 
single  shot  without  the  orders  of  their 
officers?  And  when  soldiers  so  placed 
disobeyed  that  order,  they  were  consider- 
ed as  any  thing  but  disciplined  troops. 
He  was  willing  to  admit  that  stones  had 
been  thrown  at  the  soldiers;  though  he 
could  assure  the  House,  as  well  from  his 
own  observation,  as  from  what  had  reach- 
ed him  on  the  subject,  that  the  soldiers 
were  the  first  aggressors.  The  soldiers 
began  with  using  their  swords  against  the 
people,  who  in  return  attacked  them  with 
stones,  and  then  the  soldiers  fired  amooe 
the  crowd.  Then  it  was  that  the  fatd 
occurrences  which  gave  rise  to  a  subse- 
quent inquiry  took  place.  The  funeral 
having  been  turned  into  Tottenham  Court- 
road,  a  party  of  infantry  were  seen  ad- 
^rancing  rapidly  to  assist  the  civil  power  in 
forcing  the  procession  back  to  its  originally 
destined  route ;  but  Sir  A.  Baker,  much 
to  his  credit,  declined  availing  hhnself  of 
their  assistancei  and  thefunend  proceeded. 


Had  those  soldiers  arrived  ten  minutes 
sooner,  a  most  lamentable  scene  wovdd, 
in  all  probability,  have  taken  place ;  and 
all  this  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a 
point  of  inconsiderable  consequence. 
The  people  who  attended  the  funeral  of 
her  majesty,  were  not  what  some  honour- 
able members  would  call  the  lower  and 
illiterate  classes  of  society,  they  were 
persons  of  all  ranks,  who  crowded  to  pay 
this  last  tribute  of  respect  to  her  memory. 
He  was  sure  that  ministers  did  not  consult 
cither  their  own  characters  or  the  welfore 
of  the  country,  in  their  proceedings  upoQ 
tliat  unhappy  day.«— The  hon.  member 
proceeded  to  comolain,  that  the  ordinary 
forms  of  decency  nad  not  been  observed 
at  the  funeral,  as  the  procession  had 
scarcely  readied  Wbitechapel  when  every 
ornament  was  removed,  the  usual  foot 
attendants  were  withdrawn,  and,  after  the 
first  stage,  the  funeral  was  not  to  be  dis- 
tinguished f  except  by  the  attendance  of 
the  militaiy)  from  that  of  a  person  in 
ordinary  lire.  The  House  had  all  these 
circumstances  before  them.  They  had 
also  in  their  recollection  the  fact  of  a 
verdict  of  wilful  murder  havmg  beeia 
found,  not  against  any  person  or  persona 
unknown,  but  against  the  soldiers  and 
officers  who  did  duty  at  Cumberland- 
gate.  What  was  it  that  the  people  of 
England  expected  in  such  a  case  ?  They 
expected,  and  had  they  not  a  right  to 
expect,  that  government  would  deal  out 
justice  equally  to  all  parties?  If  one  sol- 
dier had  been  deprived  of  life  on  the  I4th 
of  August,  and  a  coroner's  jury  had  de- 
clared any  ten  or  twelve  of  the  people 
guilty  of  that  murder,  would  not  ministers 
have  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  brii^ 
the  accused  to  trial  ?  This  was  his  com- 
plaint. Notwithstanding  the  verdict  of  a 
coroner's  jury,  no  steps  bad  been  taken  to 
ascertain  the  guilt  or  Innocence  of  the 
accused.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  Coroner*s  verdict  was  conclusive  of 
the  guilt  of  the  parties,  but  he  did  main- 
tain that  it  was  sufficient  to  put  them  upon 
their  trial.  Sure  he  was,  that  ministers 
would  best  consult  their  own  characters, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  country,  by  insti- 
tuting an  inquiry.  But,  instead  of  doing 
this,  they  took  every  step  within  their 
power  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  only  measure  which  had  been  taken 
to  attain  justice.  He  hoped  the  gallant 
officer  who,  01^  a  former  occasion,  threw 
aspersions  upon  the  coroner's  inquest  was 
now  in  the  HoQse.    If  so,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
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ottoU  assure  bimy  that  theto  sever  hai 
been  a  mere  respeotable,  or  a  mere  fairl  j 
oaBstitmed  jmrv.  T^mb  failure  ef  the 
faiqeiriea  made  by  the  secretaiy  of  state* 
ia  erder  to  discover  if  an j  unfair  msaiis 
had  been  ussd  to  call  thai  jarv  io§ttber» 
was  the  best  ansver  which  oould  be  given 
to  the  aspersioas  tbroirn  out  bj  the  gal* 
last  affioer.  The  memory  of  the  Queen 
had  been  treated  wHh  disre8f>eclt«ahe 
civil  iBslitutions  of  the  ouunlrjr 


was  ereved  in  one  iaatanoe 
murder,  and  in  another  ihal 


alaqghter  had  been  eommitted^t  was 
adnulled  that  blood  had  been  shed;  and 
vet  ■ueisters  screened  the  accused,  solely 
beeause  those  accused  were  the  soldiery. 
Under  these  dscumstancest  he  felt  him<* 
sdf  bound  to  support  the  metien  of  his 
hon.fHend. 

GenemI  Gej^oyne  said,  he  had  attended 
mast  wafechful^  to  all  which  bad  been 
aeid  witb  respect  to  her  nuyeaty's  funeral, 
in  oeder  to  ascertain  whether  the  chargea 
wem  made  cut*  The  hen.  member  for 
Aktrdeen  had  attended  at  Bfandenbui|[h«« 
house,  BO  daubt  with  all  that  solsmatty 
and  soirow  which  the  great  loss  he  had 
auslaioed  was  likely  to  call  forth «  aod  yel 
Ibe  boa.  number  could  not  check  his 
habitual  thirst  far  econosay  and  retrendif* 
aseat,  for  be  had  scarcely  entered  the 
house  of  meuroing,  when  be  comphuned  oS 
^  exteavagant  expenditure  incurred  by 

King  up  so  much  superfine  black  doth, 
boa.  member  had  nest  complained  of 
the  conduct  ef  the  military,  ami  he  had 
caademned  their  waat  of  discipline  for 
haviag  acted  without  orders,  anid  in  the 
next  sentaace  he  coataadticted  himself 
ead  justified  the  mUitary ;  «  for,"  said  be, 
«*  I  adaut  that  the  soldiers  were  in  a  situ^ 
ation  of  difficulty ;  I  admit  that  it  was  a 
band  cascu^  Really  I  The  hon.  member 
did  then  think  it  a  little  bard  that  men 
wilfa  arms  in  their  hands  should  be  pelted 
aad  knocked  finom  their  homes  withaut 
mafciag  any  eflbrt  to  defend  themselves. 
Did  tbe  hem.  mendMr  asean  to  contend, 
ihet  beeause  a  man  put  on  a  red  oeat  he 
was  to  be  deprived  of  all  right  of  defend* 
iag  himself?  Did  he  mean  to  contend, 
timt  when  tbe  military  weoe  called  awtt  to 
BBeserve  the  peace,  ihey  were  only  to 
form  a  part  et  Ibe  dmw  aad  pMeantfjB? 
Ferhapa^  the  boa.  member  weuHl  rathev 
that  no  military  esamit  shaakL  havse  bemi 
aent  to  attend  the  fonend  of  tbe  Queen. 
But  had  ministen  acted  in  shut  way.  Shea 
|ho  cry  would  haim  beea»  thai  they  had 


degreded  and  insulted  tbe  aaamary  of  Ibe 
king's  oeasort,  in  not  having  aent  the 
usaal  guard  of  hoaour.  He  waa  ooofiit 
dent,  that  whatever  aught  be  tbe  views  of 
the  honaurabie  meadier  upon  the  subject^ 
these  was  but  one  opinion  entertakied  hi 
the  coaatry,  namely,  that  there  never  waa 
a  more  grom  or  disgraoefu}  outrage  than 
that  committed  by  the  populace  on  that 
day,  in  dragging  about  the  bodr  of  that 
Queen  who,  in  her  life*time,  had  been 
made  the  to^  of  party  and  of  factioa^-m 
Having  risen  in  consequence  of  eapresv 
aions  which  had  drop!  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen,  be  auist  complain 
of  that  hen.  memfatf^  aUusioa  to  him  ia 
his  absence  last  night.  He  (gaaeral  G.) 
would  now  axprem  the  regret  he  foU  for 
haviog  used  a  phrase  oa  a  foimer  nighty 
which  appeared  to  bev^  givea  oiTence  la 
the  hon.  member.  It  fisU  from  him  in  the 
heat  of  ddiate,  and  he  oagsetted  haiang 
used  it.  But  wlial  had  the  ban.  member 
aaid,  not  in  the  heat  of  4itele,  hut  after 
a  night'a  sleep  over  ^  words  ?.*«* 

Mr.  D^asma  rose  to  order.  He  wae 
sure  the  House  had  heaid  widi  satisfoctioii 
tbe  gallant  general  expreea  his  regret  for 
a  phnase  he  had  used  ea  a  former  night ; 
but  he  was  new  referrin|p  to  what  had 
taken  piece  on  a  foraser  aight,  whkh  waa 
disorderly. 

The  Spcaiirsakl,  the  House  would  foei 
the  dilEcuUies  he  should  have  to  eneountev 
if  he  were  called  upon  when  any  dei ia^ 
tion  from  strict  order  look  place,  to  inter* 
pose.  It  was  aaost  certainly  irregular  to 
aefer  to  a  former  debate;  but  as  no  had 
not  interfered  in  the  allusion  of  one  hon» 
member,  which  was  irregular  when  it  waa 
made,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  how  he 
oould  now  interfere  to  prevent  another 
hon.  ammber,  vbo  conceived  himself 
alluded  to  in  his  absence,  from  aiYiog  that 
explaoatioQ  respeotiag  lumselC  which  he 
deemed  relevant. 

General  Ga$coffm»  smd,  that  he  had 
fiseehr  confessed  his  legntt  for  tlie  per^ 
soniJ  allusion  into  which  be  bad  bee9 
betrayed>  on  a  former  night,  in  the  heat  of 
debate.  Tbe  hon.  meo&er  had  last  night 
assumed  something  respeotii^  tbe  manner 
hi  wbk:h  he  (fieaeral  G.)  bad  acquired 
hia  preaent  muRary  rank*  To  that  aHuv^^ 
sion  he  should  amy  rep]^,  dwt  he  had 
oblaiaod  bis  present  rank  by  forty*  yaare 
of  aannee,  oatending  when  apd  whece  it 
was  vequiiad,  or  wherever  he  had  thebeiu 
ear  of  a  cmmaaad,  sometimes  by  loss  of 
Uood,  «i4  often  lothfetigue  and  danger. 
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Mr*  Ptfrf  laid,  be  iilttii  pretniBtt,  thtt  he 
had  no  persomd  kno«rled^  df  any  of  the 
oircuinstanoes  inrolTod  in  this  debate  f 
bat,  after  the  most  carcfid  attention-  he 
wfli  eapable  of  bestowing  upon  the  doca-* 
mentt  to  which  he  had  relerred  in  hit 
dflioei.  bu  coosclentioaa  condoBion  wa% 
that  throttghout  the  arrangements  for  her 
late  majesty's  funeral^  the  responsible 
persona  connected  with  ffovemment  were 
eirtkrely  actuated  by  a  desire  to  pay  all 
proper  respect  to  the  high  rank  of  the 
deceased.  He  wished  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  recording  his  entire  acquiescence 
in  every  proceeding  upon  that  occasion, 
and  his  complete  convictioni  that  no  odier 
course  could  have  been  pursued  with 
e^ual  jpropriety.  He  approached  the 
discussion  with  the  intention  of  doing 
that  which  seemed  to  be  in  conformity 
with  (he  wishes  of  the  House,  namely, 
to  avoid  everv  topic  that  could  create 
irritation.  He  would,  therefore,  leave 
ttraioticed  aeme  things  that  had  fallen 
lirom  hon«  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
Upon  those  points  he  had  already  had  ao 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinion, 
and  he  did  not  wish  to  revive  the  topics, 
and  to  bring  them  again  into  dbcassion. 
The  real  question  was  embodied  in  the 
resolution  of  the  hon*  mover,  and  it  was 
thb:*-whether  it  was  fit  for  the  House  to 
mark  its  eenaore  of  government,  bv  de« 
daring  that  there  was  a  want  or  due 
respect  in  the  proceecbngs  that  took  pbce 
after  the  demise  of  her  late  mdesty.  For 
hknsdf,  he  waa  wfllin^  te  rest  the  decision 
upon  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  membera 
for  Shrewsbury  and  Aberdeen,  compare 
lag  the  impression  which  those  speecbea 
had  made  with  the  effect  produced  by  the 
addresses  of  the  lord  of  the  admiralty,  of 
the  hon»  officer  who  conducted  the  rariU-^ 
tary  arrangements,  and  of  the  hon.  geu'^ 
tleman  connected  with  the  department  of 
the  lord  chamberlain^  He  appealed  con* 
fidently  to  the  House^  whether  those  three 
honourable  gentlemen  had  n«t  aflbrded 
conclusive  proofs  as  to  the  animus  by 
iHMch  the  proeeediags  wcie  gorremed; 
for  it  was  impossible  to  drsw  from  their 
atatemeats  any  other  inference,  than  that 
it  had  been  the  ioiention  of  geveinaaeiit  to 
r^gvhle  the  whole  faneial  with  every  tB^ 
gnrd  te  the  deeoruos  due  to  an^  occasion 
aermdanehdy.  If  an  aecidental  drc^im- 
attmee  had  oeeurred;  ii^aa  the  boo.  mem* 
bet  f&$  AbeDdeeii  had  contended^  there 
^aaaonie  defect  in  detatt;  if  some  strap 
had  beau  broken*  or  aeme  boat  had  been 
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fibsent  that  ought  to  bavebeeii  in  waidng} 
would  the  House,  fi*om  such  a  paltry 
deficiency,  such  an  insignificant  trifle^ 
draw  a  conckision  adverse  to  dl  that  had 
been  said  on  the  most  unqoesUonabto 
authority  ?  As  to  what  had  fdlen  fn>ni 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen,  it  had 
only  produced  a  conviction  in  his  mind, 
that  whatever  course  ministers  had  adopt'* 
ed,  the  hon.  gentleman  wodd  have  been 
prepared  to  find  fiiute  with  it.  From 
those  very  drcumstaaces  that  testified 
respect,  the  hon.  member  wodd  have 
argued  that  it  had  been  wholly  disre-' 

farded.  To  one  pdnt  the  galfamt  general 
ad  very  properly  adverted.  Was  It 
possible  that  Uie  oon.  member,  a  pro^ 
fossed  mommer  for  the  Queen,  when  he 
recollected  the  preparations  that  were 
made  for  hanging  the  apartments  with 
blaek  cloth,  should  have  made  an  abjec<^ 
tion  to  them  wbich  it  would  have  bean 
tfamght  could  never  have  enterod  into  the 
mind  of  anry  asan  exeept  a  tailor  ?  CouM 
any  man  believe  that  the  wrath  of  the 
hon^  gentleman  was  directed  agdnst  the 
profligate  expenditure  in  doth  employed 
upon  that  occwien  ?  This  evinced,  be« 
yond  refutation,  the  disposition  to  find 
fadt  with  mimsters,  whether  right  or 
wrong.  Remarkable  as  the  hon.  gentle*' 
man  was  for  economy,  the  economy  of 
justice  and  of  comtiioa  candour  in  such 
an  objection  was  to  the  foil  as  remarkable. 
Next,  the  same  hon.  gentleman  had  com* 
plained,  that  the  military  escort  was  a 
mockery  of  her  majesty ;  and  yet,  wilhr 
angular  inconsistency  he  had  turned 
rooad  and  objected,  that  that  mciekery 
had  been  continued  no  further  than  Whiter 
chapd.  The  speeches  of  the  three  hon.^ 
gents,  to  whom  he  had  drtady  referred 
with  90  much  satbfaction,  must  have 
eetabKslied  this  fact,  that,  at  least  on  the 
pan  of  the  admiralty,  there  wa^  no  want 
of  respect  in  the  preparations*  The  hon* 
member  for  Shrewsbury  had  admitted 
tbat  the  Embarkation  had  been  properlf 
conducted.  Witb  respect  to  what  oc* 
duired  afiter  the  embarkation,  even  the 
boo.  member  for  Montrose  bad  dlowed 
that  if  an  hon.  officer  behind  him  had 
been  pteseot  there  wedd  have  been  nw. 
ground  of  complaints  On  the  conduct 
of  the  military  he  mig^t  refer  the  Hevsoy 
without  hesiUtlon,  to  the  speech  of  the' 
hon#  colonel  as  distinctly  and  undeniably 
iJieiplag.  that  m  that  quarter  no  want  of 
respect  had  been  evinced.  The  question 
was  thus  considerably  narrowod.  He  wodd 
3  P  • 
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follow  the  bbn:  no^er*  throagh  some  of 
the  poiDU  to  whidi  he  had  adverted,  and 
be  treated  that  the  exptanationt  he  should 
supplj  would  be  aatisfactonr*  Hernia* 
jetty  died  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  August, 
and  a  communication  waa.  immediately 
wwde  to  the  executors,  that  government 
would  bear  the  expenses  of  her  interment* 
Her  majesty  had  left  a  will,  in  which  she 
expressed  a  strong  desire,  that  within 
three  days  after  aer  death,  her  body 
should  be  removed  to  Brunswick,  and 
there  buried.  Whether  her  majesty  had 
or  had  not  good  reasons  for  this  request, 
he  appealed  to  the  House  whether  minis- 
ters were  not  bound  to  consult  the  re- 
corded opinion  of  her  majesty  i  It  was 
the  duty  of  government,  as  far  as  possible, 
tocarry  into  efiect  the  wishes  of  the  Queen. 
He  conceived  also  that  this  very  fact— 
that  the  interval  of  three  days  onl^  wais 
allowed— condusively  shewed,  thst  it  was 
the  wish  of  her  majesty  that  her  funeral 
should  be  as  private  as  was  consistent  with 
her  rank.  He  was  fMj  authorised  in 
smog,  that  it  was  the  decided  impression 
of  government,  that  such  was  the  wish  of 
her  majesty,  because  no  time  was  lost  in 
giving  preparations  on  this  side  of  the 
water,  and  also  at  Brunswick.  The  re- 
moval of  the  body  did  not  take  place 
until  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  August ;  and 
this  delay  b^ond  the  three  days  pre- 
scribed was  evidence  that  there  was  no 
indecent  haste*  The  hon.  member  com- 
plained, that  the  usual  mark  of  respect 
was  not  shown,  the  corpse  not  having  been 
removed  by  yeomen  of  tlie  guard.  This 
was  the  first  distinct  and  specific  fact 
pointed  out  as  evincing  disrespect.  Upon 
this  point  and  upon  every  other,  he  mif^ht 
be  permitted  to  observe,  that  it  was  m« 
tended  that  the  funeral  of  the  Queen 
should  be  conducted  in  the  same  way  as 
the  funerals  of  any  other  member  of  the 
royal  family*  The  same  ceremonies  had 
been  observed  on  the  deaths  of  the  duke 
•f  Kent,  and  of  the  duchess  of  York;  the 
same  orders  had  l>een  given,  the  same 
military  escort  provided;  the  guns  had 
been  fired,  and  the  flags  hoisted  half-mast 
high.  Ue  had  made  inquirv  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  be  was  informed,  on  the  first 
authority,  that  in  the  two  instances  to 
which  be  had  referred,  the  bodies  were 
not  removed  by  the  yeomen  of  the  ffuard* 
In  this  instance,  therefore,  there  had  beai 
no  failure  of  respect.  The  procession 
left  Brandenburgh-house  on  the  morning 
of  the  Utb  of  August.    Goirennoent  had. 


as  he  had  mentioned,  communicated  their 
intention  to  take  charge  of  the  funeral' 
and  to  pay  the  expenses  attending  it,  and 
no  objection .  had  been  stated  to  it.  H 
was  needless  to  remind  the  House  of  the 
drcuasstances  that  delayed  the  funeral  on 
the  first  day  of  its  journey.  He  would- 
only  say,  that  the  annals  of'^the  world  did' 
not  present  a  more  disgraceful  outrage^ 
If  such  a  scene  had  occurred  in  anotbiBr 
country — ^if,  on  the  funeral  of  the  queen- 
consort  of  any  other  kingdom,  these  in-' 
suits  had  been  oftred,  because  the  king- 
hsd  ordered  the  procession  to  take  a  oer-^ 
tain  course,  and  if  it  was  actually  diverted 
from  its  prescribed  line,  would  not  any 
dispassionate  observer  have  deemed  that> 
the  reign  of  anarcbv  in  the  country  thus 
disgraced  was  complete  ?  Application  had' 
been  distinctly  made,  that  the  corpse 
should  pass  through  the  city,  and  that 
application  was  as  distinctlv  refused  and^ 
notified.  Yet  the  people  (or  the  rabble, 
miscalled  the  people)  had  made  an  assault* 
upon  the  procession,  had  attacked  the* 
military,  and  had  committed  one  of  the 
grossest  violations  of  the  law.  It  was^ 
most  absurd  to  contend  that  government, 
who  had  merely  supported  the  laws  of  the 
land,  were  responsible  for  what  had  oc- 
curred on  the  lith  August.  Those  who* 
resisted  the  law  were  alone  answerable. 
The  law  must  be  asserted,  and  the  penalty 
ought  to  fall  upon  those  who  obstructed* 
its  course.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be' 
supposed  that  he  was  insensible  of  the  loss* 
of  life  sustained  on  that  unhappy  occa-' 
sion,  or  that  he  treated  it  lightly.  He  had- 
spoken  as  he  had  done,  because  he  was  a 
real  friend  of  humanity.  That  ministers* 
had  no  alternative  but  steadily  and  fear- 
lessly to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law ; 
and,  though  he  did  not  find  fault  with  the 
intentions  of  the  public  officer  employed^ 
to  enforce  it,  he  most  cordially  concurred^ 
with  those  who  had  held  that  he  ought  to 
be  removed  from  his  situation.  With' 
regard  to  the  indecent  haste  which  it  was 
said  attended  the  embarkation,  he  agreed 
that  there  was  some  apparent  haste  in  thir 
proceeding;  but,  let  it  be  recollected  that 
It  was  at  first  proposed  that  two  days 
only  dioidd  be  occupied  in  the  joum^ 
to  Harwich,  whereas  three  were  consumed^ 
and  it  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
Uiird,  that  the  royal  corpse  was  pot  on- 
board the  ship  prepared  to  receive  it*' 
As  td  what  had  occurred  at  Cdcbester,' 
the  executors  had '  resigned  to  the  lord 
chamberlain  the  charge  of  condactiog* 
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tiie  whole  fiineral»  and,  while  the  body  lay 
in  the  church,-  an  attempt  was  made  to 
place  upoD  the  coffiii  this  inscription, 
•<  To  the  memory  of  the  injured  queen  of 
England.''  Was  it  possible  for  the  officers 
4>f  his  majesty  to  allow  such  words  to  re- 
main? Had  the  executors  undertaken  the 
duty  of  managing  the  funeral,  there  ought 
have  been  some  room  for  discussion  on 
.this  point ;  but  as  it  was,  was  it  to  be 
endured  that  an  inscription  should  remain, 
recording  a  condemnation  of  the  king's 
government^  Here  he  must  again  say, 
that  if  an  outrage  of  decorum  Bad  been 
committed,  those  who  attempted  to  affix, 
not  who  resisted  the  a^^jog  oi  the  inscrifv- 
tiou,  were  responsible.  Tne only  remain- 
ing point  was  the  omission  of  the  funeral 
service  at  Brunswick.  He  had  made 
rosny  inquiries,  and  had  been  distinctly 
informed,  that  the  same  ceremony  had 
been  observed  that  attended  the  inter- 
ment of  other  royal  personages  in  Bruns- 
wick. In  point  of  fiict,  whatever  was  pre* 
scribed  by  the  custom  of  the  country  was 
performed,  and  we  were  not  to  judee  of 
jother .  services  by  our  own.  The  hon* 
gentleman  had  himself  admitted,  that  the 
ceremony  was  the  same  on  the  death  of 
the  duke  of  Brunswick ;  and,  if  other 
members  of  the  same  family  were  buried 
under  similar  circumstances,  it  could 
hardly  be  said  that  there  existed  any 
ground  of  complaint.  He  had  .eodea^ 
voured  to  conform  to  the  wish  of  the 
House,  by  conBning  himself  to  the  topics 
urged  on  tho  other  side.  He  had  not 
travelled  beyond  the  limits  he  had  at  first 
prescribed  to  himself;  and  be  trusted  that 
the  House,  by  negativing  the  motion, 
would  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  go- 
vernment had  been  influenced  by  no  other 
desire  than  to  accompUsh  the  wishes  of 
her  msjesty,  having  conducted  the  whole 
proceeding  with  all  due  decency,  deco- 
rum, and  solemnity. 

Dr.  Lushington  assured  the  house,  that 
he  felt  the  deepest  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  rise  to  address  it  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  Could  his  own  inchna- 
tions  have  been  consulted,  this  subject 
would  not  have  been  brought  under  its 
consideration.  It  became,  liowever,  his 
bounden  duty,  as  the  question  had  been 
introduced,  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  one  side  and  from 
the  odier,  and  he  would  endeavour  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  abstaining  from  touching  upon 
tfopics  likely  to  excite  irritation.    It  nad 


been  his  misfortune,  in  the  course  of  aH 
these  tnmsactions,  to  have  incurred  blame 
on  both  sides.  He  had  been  censured  by 
those  attached  to  government,  for  the 
line  of  conduct  he  had  pursued,  and  by 
such  as  were  more  particularly  denomi^ 
nated  the  Queen's  friekids  he  had  been 
charged  with  not  having  done  enough  to 
support  and  enforce  the  observance  of 
due  solemnities.  He  had  had  a  difficult 
course  to  pursue.  He  had  been  placed 
in  drcumstances  of  a  very  peculiar  nature 
and  from  the  first  he  had  been  an« 
xious  only  to  do  his  duty.  He  had 
determined  not  to  take  advantage  of  the 
situation  in  which  her  majesty  had  fdaced 
him  to  divert  the  solanmties  of  tbe 
funeral,  or  any  of  the  circumstances  con« 
nected  with  it,  to  party  purposes* 
Having  been  phiced  by  her  majesty  s  will 
in  the  responsible  office  he  held,  he  oouM 
not  entertab  for  a  moment  the  idea  of 
again  raising  through  the  country  that 
flame  which  had  so  lately  subdued.  The 
House  would  excuse  him  If  be  entered 
into  some  details  of  what  did  and  what 
did  not  occur.  Afler  the  death  of  her 
majesty  he  had  been  occupied  during  the 
whole  night  in  making  necessary  arrange* 
men ts,  and  m  putting  the  Queen's  property 
and  papers  in  a  state  of  security.  Next 
morning  ataboutlSo'dock,  he  h&d  had  the 
honour  of  an  interview  with  the  first  lord 
of  the  Treasury ;  and  he  should  be  asha^ 
med  of  himsel/,  if  he  did  not  state  what 
passed  rather  against  than  in  favour  of 
himself:  if  he  knew  his  own  heart,  to 
give  a  false  or  even  an  exaggerated  ac* 
count  was  directly  in  opposition  to  his 
feelings.  The  first  words  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  (for  he  had  made  a  minute  of 
them]  were  these — '<  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  inrorming  you,  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  government  to  bear  the  expences  of 
the  Queen's  funeral.*'  That  was  all  that 
passed  upon  that  subject,  and  so  ignorant 
was  he  (Dr.  L.^  upon  the  matter  at  the 
time,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  the 
course  stated  was  or  was  not  customary ; 
he  had  never  once  thought  from  what 
quarter  the  money  for  the  expences  was 
to  come.  The  Question  he  had  put  more 
particularly  to  Uie  noble  lord  was,  what 
facilities  government  would  afford  that 
the  corpse  might  be  buried  according  to 
the  manner  expressed  in  the  will?  At 
this  period  the  earl  of  Liverpool  had 
desired  him  to  wait  upon  the  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  would  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  conveyance  of  the  body 
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froQi  Uhi  couatry.  Aceorditelir»  lie  luid 
bad  an  interview  with  lord  Melyflle  and 
Ihe  hen.  admiral  opposite  (sir  G.  Codc^- 
burn),  and  he  had  no  hesitHtioD  in  aay- 
iog»  Uial  be  received  from  them  every 
IMMHMble  information^  facility,  end  acco- 
modation; nay,  he  had  received  more, 
and  be  was  glad  to  declare  it,  he  had 
received  from'  lord  MelviJle  an  act  of 
kindness*  for  he  personally  recommended 
bim  to  the  civilities  of  capcaio  Doyle.  In 
Ae  eveniog  he  found  that  an  intention 
had  been  expressed  of  removing  the  body 
«f  the  Queen  on  Saturdav;  but  that  was 
fiMind  impracticable,  and  Monday  was 
the  day  selected*  The  motives  for  diis 
ai;rangement  were  stated  to  be  Iwo:-** 
first*  that  it  was  as  nearly  as  possible  com* 
plying  with  the  direction  of  the  Queen ; 
and  secondly,  that  his  majesty  was  waiting 
In  Ireland,  thai  ffreai  expectatien  was 
bxcited  there,  and  thai  great  inconve- 
nience miffbi  arise  if  the  body  were  not 
removed  from  the  country  wHh  all  ex* 
pedidon.  The  earl  of  Liverpool  had 
atated  further,  that,  under  all  the  circuas- 
stances,  it  might  be  considered  that  puU 
ling  the  body  on  board  the  vessel  waa 
equivalent  to  an  interment.  He  wished 
the  embarkation  thereof  to  t^e  olace  on 
Wednesday,  or  at  latest  on  Thunoay,  that 
his  majesty  mi^  make  his  entrance  into 


Dublin.  He  f  Dr.  L.)  should  be  sorry  if 
it  met  with  tne  disaoprobation  of  those 
with  whom  he  usually  acted,  when  he 
declared  that  he  immediately  answered 
lord  Liverpool,  that  he  saw  reason  in 
what  his  lordship  stated,  and  that  so  far 
as  was  consistent  with  decorum  and  pro* 
priety,  he  was  prepared  to  second  the 
wishes  of  his  lordship.  It  was  a  mere 
mockery,  and  worse  than  a  mockery, 
after  all  that  had  passed,  to  pretend  that 
the  royal  personage  in  Ireland  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief  on  the  death  of  the 
Queen :  public  decency  was  all  that  could 
be  consulted  and  expected.  Lord  Liver- 
pool mentioned  as  an  objection,  that  some 
of  the  household  would  not  be  prepared 
in  time  with  dresses  considered  requisite ; 
but  he  (Dr.  L.)  had  answered,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  valid,  but  at  the  same 
time  added,  that  he  did  not  think  due 
preparations  had  been  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water;  that  he  expected  at 
Stade  the  greatest  possible  inconvenience 
from  the  want  of  specific  orders.  Lord 
Liverpool  assured  him,  that  a  communica- 
tion had  been  immediately  made  to  baron 
d'Eite,  the  representative  of  the  Hanove- 


riin  government  in  dm  sbseode  of  i 
Munstor.  Aflerwirda  Wd  Ltverpoolhad 
declared,  that  he  dmuU  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied if  the  fttneral  were  reaoy  by  Tuesday 
morning,  and  in  a  letter  to  him  (Dr.  L.) 
had  mentioned  that  he  wished  the  journey 
to  be  performed  in  two  days,  but  that 
three  should  be  allowed  if  it  could  not  be 
accompliahed  in  less  tiase  with  decency 
and  full  decorum.  On  Saturday  he  (Dr. 
L.)  had  made  enquiries  as  to  ihe  prepa- 
rations to  be  expected  at  Stade :  hecauae 
of  all  the  wild  schemes,  the  wildest  would 
have  been  fi»r  him  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney with  the  corpse  and  retinue,  widioQt 
some  Imowledge  of  what  accommodatioaa 
could  be  afibrded.  When  he  first  called 
npoa  baron  d'Este,  at  Mortfadce,  he  coidd 
not  aee  him ;  but  he  waa  afterwards  told 
by  him,  that  by  the  last  ouul  orders  had 
been  a^it  ^t  every  facility  should  be 
a£Ebrded.  He  (Dr.  L.)  had  then  beg^ 
to  be  informed  whether  any  apeafic 
orders  had  been  given  on  the  occasion'— 
whether  any  carruges  or  horses  had  been 
provided?  the  bvon  answered,  •^Cat^ 
riages  there  are  none  in  the  country  but 
German  wagons,  and  no  specific  orders 
have  been  given,  but  a  messenger  shaU 
be  despatched  on  Tuesday.'*  Tuesday 
was  the  very  day  the  funeral  was  to  start, 
and  as  the  messenger  must  cross  the  sea, 
he  could  not  be  at  Stade  sooner  than  the 
corpse.  The  baron  added,  that  Stade 
waa  a  prettv  little  town,  and  that  the 
Queen's  body  wotild,  perhaps,  have  to 
remab  there  (or  several  days.  Under 
these  circumstanoes,  he  (Dr.  L.)  knew 
not  what  course  he  ou^t  to  adopt ;  but 
he  never  could  think  it  consistent  widi 
decency  and  decorum,  that  her  Majes^r^  . 
remains  should  be  hurried  from  diis 
country  with  all  possible  expedition,  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  chance  of 
lying  at  such  a  town  as  Stade  for  aeveral 
days.  It  was  not  on  the  earl  of  Lii^erpool 
that  any  blame  rested,  but  on  those  who 
were  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
details.  He  (Dr.  L.1  had  been  told  thai 
the  persons  employea  by  government  bad 
orders  to  deliver  the  body  to  the  execu* 
tors  at  Harwich,  attend^  only  by  two 
undertakers.  What  would  have  become 
of  him  and  of  the  hearse  if  he  had  aet  off 
with  those  two  uoderukers,  he  Mi  kJon 
the  hen  member  for  H«ntiogdoa  to 
decide.  He  could  have  done  noltUi^  bnl 
for  the  intervention  ef  the  anperbr  ansbo^ 
ritiea.  He  waa  of  oourae  astonishrd  when 
he  wae  told  by  the  unAetukeKt  tbalthpy 
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were  to  give  op  tfae  badk  to  Mm  ot  Hoo- 
wicb.  «  Neklier  I"  (tiidi  wm  his  Im- 
guage)  ''aor  my  meo  witt  go  fartfaer: 
yoa  nNtst  take  charge  of  the  bodj/'  Hb 
was  to  talce  cMi^e  of  the  body  to  Steele, 
where  there  wefe  no  cooTeyaDCes  but 
lOeriitfin  waggons.  He  appealed  to  any 
tnao  under  such  circumstances  as  to  the 
course  the  exeootors  oouhi  pursue.  Were 
they  to  take  upon  themselves  this  giievoos 
ofiti^F  He  made  iaqdry  4^  ofery  indivi- 
vidoal  he  could  meet  withi  acquainted 
with  the  country,  and  from  one  end  all  he 
found  that  the  difficulties  mentioned  by 
baren  D'fiste  had  not  been  overstated. 
It  was  at  last  only  by  the  great  eserttons 
of  the  HanovieriaQ  govemmeot,  that  the 
body  was  nsoved  at  all  lirom  Stade.  He 
{Dr.  L.)  had  written  to  tbe  eaH  of  Lhrer- 
pool,  stating  that  he  would  aoC  uoderu 
take  the  respoosibil^— that  he  did  not 
dare  ondcftam  it;  and  he  was  assured 
that  due  preparations  had  been  made  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water.  In  declining 
the  office,  he  declined  it  with  rekctasce, 
aod  with  a  creat  viohition  of  his  own 
wishes.  He  bad  further  reouested,  that 
soaae  person  reoeifiog  aumority  fvom 
government  might  undertake  ^  charge, 
and  he  required  that  it  «MglU  be  assigned 
to  some  individual  of  the  rank  of  a  geo* 
tleman.  He  had  te  regret,  that  no  such 
person  had  been  appointed.  When  a 
^ueen  t^  Enghmd  had  departed  dus  hfe 
It  was  incumbent  on  Government  to  have 
taken  care  that  some  person  of  tfae  rank 
and  with  the  feehags  of  a  trendeman  was 
appointed  to  manage  the  <meqoies :  not 
to  have  done  so,  savoured  strongly  of  io<- 
dignity.  He  dUd  not  attribute  any  want 
of  attention  or  contifcration  to  lord  livers 
pool ;  but,  in  consequence  of  ssismanage- 
BKUt  somewhere,  he  (Dr.  L.^  bad  bm 
compelled  to  take  the  course  lie  had  pur- 
soecl.  I  will  state  to  the  House,  (eon«> 
tinued  the  learned  dooter),  as  briefly  as 
1  can,  tfae  drcomstaaoes  which  occurred 
in  the  course  of  the  funeral  procession. 
Bariy  on  the  mornmg  of  the  14tb  of 
August,  in  ihct  l>efofe  six  oVdeck,  I  want 
to  Braadeoburgh*house  f  I  inquired  if 
any  one  was  preseat  who  had  authority 
freui  government  to  lake  charge  of  tfae 
fhnerai  anungemcnts ;  and  ftir  some  time 
■o  oneooswered.  At  last  I  was  tdd  that 
one  of  tbe  undertakers  had  aulhoniy  to 
mome  Che  body;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  a  per* 
son  poMessingnelther  tfae  radk,  manners, 
nor  oppseranoe  of  a  gentkman,  csme  Imu 
'     Ms.  Thomas  said,  that  be  was 


OMthorized  to  move  the  queen's  imnafais; 
I  requested  to  know  tfae  nature  of  his 
outhority.  The  authority  was  then  prob. 
duoed ;  and  of  what  does  the  house  think 
it  consisted?  It  ceosisCed  of  a  copy  of  tfae 
intended  ceremonial,  which  was  without 
o  signature,  and  was  not  addressed  to 
Mr.  Thomas  by  name.  Now  a  copy  of 
the  ceremonial  had  been  sent  to  me;  so 
so  that  if  the  document  did  conftr  audM^ 
rity,  in  such  authority  I  was  Mr. 
Thomas's  co-partner;  but  when  that  peru 
son  asked,  if  I  imended  to  resist  the  ret- 
moval  ef  the  body,  my  nnswer  was,  that 
oothmg  could  be  fiirtmr  firom  nqr  ioieu^ 
tion.  And  here  I  must  dear  myself 
upon  a  point  as  to  which  I  have  been  mi»* 
represented.  It  had  been  staled,  that,  fai 
u  conversation  with  one  of  the  imdertakeili 
people,  I  expressed  my  disapprobation  of 
the  miKtary  escort  provfded.  I  beg  to 
declare  that  I  never  used  sueh  an  expres* 
sion.  It  it  not  very  probable  that  I 
should  have  communicated  upon  such  n 
subject,  with  an  individual  standing  in  tfae 
situation  of  an  undertaker.  I  thought  at 
the  time,  and  I  think  so  still,  that  the 
attemfamce  of  the  asHitary  was  indispen* 
•able  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  deceased; 
What  I  protested  agamst  was,  Uie  remeoui 
of  her  majesty's  roBturins,  until  due  pin* 
parations  had  been  made  far  such  reasoiuL 
Witfa  respect  to  tfae  admittanoe  of  tfae 
public  to  Brandenburgh4ioo6e,  it  wW 
eerily  be  supposed  there  was  u  good  deal 
of  dificuhv.  To  admit  nil  wfao  wore 
desirous  of  admittanee  was  quite  impos* 
sible:  for  inuing  tickets  there  was  no 
tune;  and  it  was  diflteult  to  say  where 
the  exchisten  should  commence.  At  last 
it  was  agreed  that  one  of  the  underlafceiu 
should  tet  in  such  perseos  as  appeared  of 
respectable  class.  At  length  the  prooes* 
sion  was  m  motion.  1  had  by  that  tisso 
diveited  myself  ef  all  responsibilily,  end  i 
think  I  sfasJl  covriaee  the  House  that  my 
conduct  ihroug^ot  that  day  was  oau* 
tious  ki  die  extreme.  When  the  irst 
stoppage  took  place  upon  'the  road,  the 
elBeer  who  oonunanded  dw  Blues  rode  up 
to  my  carriage.  He  stated  the  impedi* 
asent  whieb  bad  already  urisen,  and  the 
dSOoulties  whiofa  were  Ukely  to  arise  ki 
advaadog;  he  then  added,  «<I  conceive 
you  are  inveeled  with  authority  to  go 
which  way  you  please;  will  you  juskfy 
me  hi  takhig  another  rsulei"  My  answer 
to  the  oAeer  was,  that  I  had  oo  authority 
wliatever,«nd  that  i  tboucht  the  meastno 
he  proposed  voiM  be 
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with  deep  retponsibtli^.  I  then  edviwd 
hiin  to  send  an  express  to  lord  Liverpool 
for  further  instructions;  and  I  beheve 
that  an  express  was  despatched.  Shortlj 
after  this  I  received  a  second  messaget 
not  from  sir  Robert  Baker,  but  from 
an  individoal  high  in  authority.  The 
effect  of  that  message  was»  to  entreat 
me,  a  second  time,  to  interfere,  and  a 
second  time  I  refiised  to  do  so.  And 
Jiere  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  deny  that 
Uie  with  for  her  majesty's  remains  to  go 
lhrou{^  the  city  was  tlie  wish  of  the  mob 
s^ne.  I  cannot  yet  be  indaced  to  believe 
that  the  whole  corporation  of  London 
ought  to  be  described  as  a  inob.  It  would 
be  rather  bold  doctrine  for  mmisters  to 
aay  that  the  wish  of  the  people  is  to  be 
degraded  by  calling  it  the  wi^  of  the 
m&.  Upon  the  occasion  in  question,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  there  were 
the  most  extraordinary  demonstrations  of 
grief,  regard,  and  afiection,  from  almost 
every  one  who  witnessed  the  melancholy 
spectacle.  The  expression  of  feeling 
exceeded  all  that  I  bad  anticipated ;  al- 
though I  was  prepared,  from  her  majest/s 
death  under  such  circumstances,  to  expect 
a  very  strong  feeling ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
every  gentleman  who  witnessed  the  pas- 
aage  of  the  funeral  through  the  suburbs  of 
London,  and  from  thence  to  Romford, 
will  confirm  what  I  am  stating.  There 
can  be  few  at  this  time  who  do  not  think 
it  would  have  been  better  if  ministers  had 
harkened  to  the  prayer  of.  the  city  of 
London.  They  surely  might  have  indul- 
ged the  wishes  of  the  people,  without 
comp^romising  either  duty  or  principle; 
and  it  is  with  pain  that  I  have  heard 
words  from  a  right  hon.  gentleman  which 
may  lead  the  House  to  believe  that  the 
route  was  marked  out  by  one  whom,  by 
the  forms  of  parliament,  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  mention.  For  my  own  part, 
however,  I  cannot  suppose  that  ministers 
were  deprived  of  due  latitude  of  discretion. 
I  cannot  but  think  that,  without  ofSnwe 
to  the  Crown,  they  might  have  indulged 
the  general  wish  of  the  people,  and 
spared,  by  so  doing,  the  bloodshed  and 
confusion  which  ensued.  Of  the  creation 
of  that  confusion,  however,  no  portion 
fell  to  mjr  lot  I  remained  a  passive 
spectator  m  my  carriage  while  the  shots 
were  firinp^  round  me;  I  might  almost 
sax  a  passive  victim,  for  I  was  quite  near 
enobgn  to  run  the  risk  of  sufering  by 
that  firing.  And  here  I  feel  myself  im- 
pierathrely  called  upon  to  state  one  ftct. 


bearing  npoo  the  conduct  of  the  hoe. 
member  for  South watk  (sir  R.  Wilson^ 
iThat  hon.  member,  at  the  tine  to  whicn 
I  am  speakine,  rode  up  to  my  carriage^ 
and  expressed  his  determination  to  stop, 
if  possible,  the  effusion  of  blood.  I  tried 
to  dissuade  him  from  interfering,  oo 
account  of  the  personal  danger  to  which 
he  must  be  exposed ;  but  he  did,  like  a 
gallant  gentleman,  expose  his  own  life  to 
save  the  lives  of  others ;  and  it  is  my  firm 
opinion,  if  this  were  the  last  moment  I 
had  to  live,  that  the  hon.  member,  when 
he  left  my  carriage,  had  no  desire  or  inten- 
tion but  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood,  which 
was  apprehended.  The  procession  reached 
Romford  at  eight  in  tne  evening.  All 
the  penoim  attending  upon  her  majesty's 
remauis  had,  at  that  time,  been  tbirteee 
hours  in  the  mourning  coaches,  without 
an  opportunity  of  leaving  their  seats.  It 
was  then  suggested  to  me  by  certain  three 
persons  who  assumed  control  over  all  our 
proceedings — the  individuals  composing 
this  illustnous  triumvirate  being  no  other 
than,  first,  the  honourable  and  ingenioua 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  lord  charobBrlain's 
office ;  second,  the  highly  to  be  respected 
Mr.  Chittenden,  whose  occupation  is  that 
of  letting  out  horses  and  carriages;  and 
last,  not  least,  but  infinitely  more  respect-* 
able  than  the  other  two,  Mr.  Bailey,  a 
partner  in  the  house  of  Bailey  and 
Saunders,  the  undertakers,  who  certainly 
did  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
This  triumvirate,  to  whom  the  supreme 
control  of  the  Queen's  funeral  was  com- 
mitted, suggested  that  we  should  proceed, 
that  same  night,  to  Colchester,  I  stated 
to  the  directors— from  whom  (excepting 
always  Mr.  Bailey). nothing  like  common 
respect,  or  even  common  decency  of 
bemiviour,  could  be  obtained— *the  situa- 
tion of  the  persons  composinff  the  pro- 
cession. It  was  impossible  for  Tady  Hood 
and  tJie  female  attendants  to  proceed  that 
night.  If  the  House  considers  that  they 
had  then  been  thirteen  hours  in  the  car- 
rkiges,  exposed  not  merely  to  fatigue, 
but  to  severe  and  dangerous  trial,  tney 
will  feel  that  it  was  impossible.  I  stated 
the  difficulty  in  very  strong  terms,  to  Mr. 
Thomas;  and  what  will  hon.  gentlemen 
thing  was  his  answer  ?  Mr.  Thomas  said, 
that  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  delay 
the  departure  of  the  funeral,  he  would 
call  in  the  military.  My  answer  was, 
that  I  should  always  be  ready  to  attend 
the  body  of  my  dec^ised  mistress  wherever 
it  went,  end  nowever  it  went;  that  per«v 
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gbnal  fatigue  was  to  me  a  matter  of  no 
consideration;  and  accordinglyi  starting 
again  at  half  past  ten  the  same  nieht,  we 
arrited  at  Chelmsford  about  four  in 
the  morning — our  horses  knocked  up, 
our  ptrocession  disorganized— >one  coach 
here,  another  coach  tberei  the  hearse  out 
of  its  place,  the  attendants  scarcely  able 
to  move»  and  the  whole  procession  in  a 
state  of  confusion  which  would  have  been 
disgraceful  on  an  occasion  of  infinitely 
less  moment  and  solemnity.  At  Chelms- 
ford, however,  about  half  past  four  in  the 
morning,  her  majesty's  remains  were 
deposited  in  the  church*.  Sir  George 
Nayler  was  then  called  for,  to  place  the 
crown  and  cushion  upon  the  coffin.  Sir 
George  Nayler  was  not  forthcoming: 
alUiough  it  was  the  duty  of  that  officer  to 
attend  the  funeral,  he  begged  to  decline 
following  it  at  such  a  Newmarket  pace. 
The  ingenious  Mr«  Thomas  said,  that  it 
was  no  matter  whether  Sir  George  was 
present  or  not,  because  they  had  orders 
to  use  as  little  pomp  as  possiole.  Having 
sent  off  a  letter  by  express  to  lord  Liver- 
pool, urging  that  some  proper  person 
should  be  sent  to  take  charge  of  the 
funeral,  I  received  a  peremptory  order 
from  the  triumvirate  to  be  ready  at  nine 
o'clock.  At  nine  the  attendants  were 
readv ;  and  we  were  then  informed  that 
the  horses  could  not  set  off  before  ll--> 
the  convenience  of  the  horses  being 
attended  to,  however  that  of  the  human 
beings  was  neglected.  We  reached  Col- 
chester about  4  o'clock  that  afternoon, 
and  received  further  orders  to  be  ready 
again  at  eight  in  the  evening.  Here, 
finding  it  was  vain  for  us  to  hope  for  any 
relief,  as  long  as  the  wearied  horses  could 
drag  the  hearse  along,  I  produced  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  lord  Liverpool,  which  1 
had  received  in  the  early  part  of  the 
transaction,  stating  that  the  journey  was 
not  to  be  performed  in  two  days,  unless 
it  could  be  done  with  convenience ;  and 
after  some  time  I  was  told  that  that  letter 
had  produced  some  effect,  although  my 
remonstrances  could  produce  none;  and 
that  we  should  be  excused  from  proceed- 
ing until  five  o'clock  next  morning.  I, 
of  course,  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
acquiesce.— I  now  request  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  some  circumstances 
whidi  I  consider  essential  to  the  expla- 
nation of  my  after  conduct.  At  mv 
first  interview  with  her  majesty,  on  the  4tfi 
of  August,  she  particularly  desired  that  I 
slHHila  place  upon  her  coffin  the  inscrip- 


tion which  afterwards  gave  occasion  to 
much  difference.  When  I  received  her 
majesty's  instructions,  I  did  not  at  once 
feel  the  deep  responsibility  which  they 
cast  upon  me.  I  begged  she  would 
repeat  her  commands.  She  did  so;  and 
solemnly  enjoined  me,  with  her  dying 
breath,  to  see  them  executed.  So  strong 
was  my  feeling  upon  that  occasion,  that 
subsequently,  on  the  5th  of  August,  I 
stated  to  my  royal  mistress,  the  difficulty 
which  I  might  experience  in  obeying  her 
injunction;  and  she  said  that  she  would 
put  the  order  into  a  codicil,  that  the 
world  might  be  sure  she  knew  what  that 
order  was.  The  house  will  feel  that  my 
situation  would  have  been  a  most  respon- 
sible one,  if  I  had  come  down  to  state  to 
government  and  to  the  world,  such 
matter  as  a  private  order  from  the 
deceased  Queen;  her  majesty  made  i| 
memorandum  first,  and  the  codicil  after- 
wards spoke  for  iuelf :  still  1  felt  that  the 
trust  icnposed  upon  me  mi^ht  be  attended 
with  difficulty  in  its  execution ;  and  I  shall 
now  state  to  the  house  what  passed  with' 
lord  Liverpool  upon  the  subject.  £ord 
Liverpool  said,  when  the  codicil  was 
read,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  king's 
government  to  have  such  a  plate  fixed 
upon  the  coffin,  because  it  would  be  pro- 
nouncing a  censure  upon  them,  I  answered 
that  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  inten- 
tion of  the  executors.  Lord  Liverpool 
then  said,  that  he  made  much  allowance 
for  my  motives,  but  thst  government 
could  not  do  the  thing ;  if  the  executors 
did  it,  it  was  their  own  concern.  I  never 
entertained  the  slightest  doubt,  from  all 
that  passed,  that  lord  Liverpool's  inten- 
tion was  this — government  can  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  it ;  if  it  is  done  by  the 
executors,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  it.  I 
did  believe,  that  if  lord  Liverpool  enter- 
tained any  other  intention,  he  would  have 
distinctly  avowed  it,  leaving  me  to  make 
it  known  to  the  world  that  I  had  done  my 
best,  though  uusuccessfully,  to  obey  the 
orders  of  my  mistress.  The  plate  was  not 
ready  until  the  morning  of  the  14th  of 
August.  Mr.  Wilde  had  undertaken  to 
be  ready  at  Brandenburgh-house  to  fix  it 
on  the  coffin  before  the  denarture  of  the 
funeral ;  but  his  carriage  being  delayed 
bv  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  prevented 
him  from  reaching  Brandenburgh-house 
in  time.  No  other  opportunity  occurred 
while  the  body  remained  in  England,  ex- 
cept that  which  was  made  use  of  at  Col- 
diester ;  and  I  do  not  b^itate  to  decfauroi 
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Ibat  St  wa»  after  much  pA^aful  eantidera^ 
tion,  that  I  adopted  die  courae  which  was 
finally  carried  into  executioo.  On  the 
one  band,  I  did  feel  a  reluctance  to  fixing 
the  plate  in  (he  church;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  wat  the  last  opportunity  likely  to 
be  afforded  to  OEie,  of  keeping  the  promse 
I  had  80  solemnly  naade.  No«r^  what  is 
the  course  which,  under  such  circuai<* 
stances,  I  ought  in  duty  and  in  honour  to 
have  taken  I  For  I  do  pray  the  House 
not  to  look  at  the  matter  with  the  cool 
calculation  of  after  deliberation,  but  with 
reference  to  thefeelingsby  which parties,at 
audi  a  moment  would  be  actuated.  I  took 
the  altematire,  which  I  believed  to  be  the 
best ;  and  if  the  thine  were  to  occur  again, 
and  I  had,  as  then,  pledged  my  honour  to 
my  dying  mistress^  to  fulfil  her  last  inten- 
tions to  the  best  of  my  power,  so  help  me 
God!  I  would  asain  pursue  the  same 
course*  I  know  that  1  nave  been  charged 
with  having  bad  no  respect  for  the  house 
of  God— I  know  that  canters  and  metho- 
distSy  who,  at  the  time,  approved  what  I 
was  deiogy  have  since  been  base  enough 
to  tell  other  tales ;  but,  if  the  House 
thinks  that  I  have  erred  ftom  the  true 
path  ef  mv  duty,  I  caa  only  sa^  that  I 
nave  erred  honestly,  and  with  an  mtentioa 
to  do  the  best.  I  took  the  opportunity 
when  the  church  was  nearly  empty ;  thie 
plate  waa  fixed  on  in  less  than  tnree  mi*^ 
nutesf  and  it  was  »ot  until  after  it  waa 
actually  fixed  on,  that  anv  representation 
was  made  to  me  upon  the  subject.  As 
t  was  about  to  leave  the  church,  a  com- 
munication with  reeard  to  the  plate  waa 
made  to  me  by  the  illustrioua  Mr.  Thomas* 
I  remonstrated  against  what  was  intended,* 
and  at  last  entreated  that,  before  il  wa» 
removed,  an  expresa  might  be  sent  to 
h>rd  Liverpool,  that  the  orders  of  govern- 
mlght  be  taken ;  for  I  felt  confident  that 
his  lordship  would  not  order  it  to  be  takea 
offi*  Of  the  confiision  which  occurred  af« 
terwards  1  know  nothing.  I  left  the 
church  at  once,  and  did  not  return  until 
all  was  over.  I  heard  that  the  military 
had  been  called  in,  but  I  know  nothing  as 
to  what  then  happened.  Nothing  dis- 
graceful or  indecorous  took  ^lace  while  I 
was  present.  On  the  mormag  following 
this  uansaction,  the  funetal  BTocessioA 
mroceeded  to  Harwich.  Ana  here  the 
bouse  is  not  ia  possessioft  of  all  the  dr.* 
eumstaaces  which  a£R>rd  ground  of  eom.« 
plaint.  I  complain  that,  the  procession 
having  arrived^  Harwich,  tlUe  bqdfy  was 
uken  out  of  the  beaise  and  cariied 


the  quay  with  the  ulmost  rapidity.  Such 
was  the  fact,  and  I  defy  any  eye-witnesa 
of  the  scene  to  deny  it.  But  I  will  state 
another  circumstance  conneoted  with  this 
needless  and  indecent  haste.  Hiere  waa 
no  pall  put  upon  the  coffin  when  it  waa 
taken  out  of  the  hearse.  It  was  carried 
to  the  boat  without  one ;  and  I  do  think 
that  even  the  most  extreme  expedition 
might  have  dlowed  a  few  moments  for 
the  putting  on  of  a  pall,  for  enaMing  the 
attendants  to  leave  their  carriages,  and  to 
divest  themsdves  a  little  of  that  dust  and 
dirt  which  rendered  their  mourning 
scarcely  decent.— The  learned  doctor  con- 
tinued. What  he  again  compldned  of 
here  was,  not  that  the  body  had  been  re- 
moved without  his  accompanying  it,  but 
that  half  an  hour  had  not  been  given  (ot 
decent  and  necessary  arrangement.  That 
such  haste  with  the  coffin  had  been  unne- 
cessary was  clear,  because  he  did  not  leave 
Harwich  for  an  hour  after;  but  he  did 
believe  that  never  had  the  funeral  of  anv 
individual  of  rank  been  conducted  with 
such  a  disregard  of  decorum  and  solem-^ 
nity.  Such  improprieties  could  not  have 
occurred,  if,  insteiid  of  the  persons  he  had 
mentionei,  the  hon.  member  lor  Hun.« 
tingdon  (Mr.  Calvert  Y  had  joined  the  pro« 
cession  at  Brandenoargh-house.  And 
here  he  felt  it  due  to  the  hen.  iMmbef  ta 
state,  that  lie  deserved  his  thanks  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  himself* 
That  hon.  gentleman  had  discharged  hiv 
duty  honestly  towards  his  emj^oyers; 
buty  at  the  same  time,  with  kindness  and 
urbanity  to  all  who  vi^re  concerned,  oa 
the  part  of  her  late  majesty,  in  the  re* 
moval  of  ber  remains.  When  they  came 
to  Harwich,  so  little  was  known  of  the  in« 
tentions  of  government,  that  ne  adequate 
preparations  had  been  made,  beyond  those 
wbich  were  necessary  far  the  reception  of 
the  hearse.  Hie  friends  ef  her  majesty,, 
who  had  accompanied  the  processioe  thoa 
far,  were,  in  consequence,  prepared  toga 
back  to  London.  The  hon.  member  for 
Huntmgdon  appeared  to  be  predsely  in 
in  the  same  situation  that  he  (Dr.  L.) 
was  in ;  with  this  dtffisrencie— that  ha  had 
authority  to  command  assistance,  while 
he  (Dr.  L«)  had  ne  power  whatsoever^ 
The  ben.  member,  in  this  state  of  affinrs,. 
pressed  al  once  into  the  service  ten  of  the 
undertaker's  assistants,  who  were  com** 
pdled,  much  against  their  indination,  tm 
place  theaoselves  and  four  eaniq^  oq> 
board  the  vessel;  and  certaialy  a  norar 
doleful  spectacle  he  wever  saw  thaa  tha^ 
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vfafch.  they  exhibited.  When  they  arrived 
at  Stade,  such  was  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  landing  the  body,  that  he  was  obliged 
himself  to  give  all  the  personal  assistance 
in  his  power.  With  great  difficulty  the 
landing  was  effected ;  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  very  considerable  exertions,  the 
remains  of  her  majesty  must  have  conti- 
nued in  the  hearse  throughout  the  whole 
time,  or  they  must  have  been  removed  in 
a  manner  degrading  and  disgusting.  On 
the  landine  of  her  mapestv's  reroains,  an 
officer  of  the  Hanoverian  legion  was  asked 
whether  any  intimation  of  the  proposed 
interment  had  been  forwarded  to  Bruns- 
wick i  His  answer  was,  that  they  knew 
nothing  about  it.  He  was  then  asked, 
whether  he  would  proceed  to  Brimswick 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements? 
and  he  replied,  that  he  could  not  without 
authority.  He  stated,  however,  that  he 
would  go  to  Hanover,  to  learn  what 
course  was  to  be  pursued.  This  he 
did ;  and  he  came  back  in  time  to  Bruns* 
wick,  to  state  what  was  to  be  done. 
—He  now  came  to  the  selection  of  per- 
sons to  attend  her  majesty's  remains. 
The  earl  of  Liverpool's  directions  to  him 
were,  •*  You  may  select  from  the  Queen's 
household  such  oersons  as  you  think  fit 
to  attend  the  funeral;"  thus  leaving  to 
him  (Dr.L.)  the  task  of  selection;  that 
selection,  however,  being  confined  to 
those  who  belonged  to  her  majesty's 
household.  He  did  use  the  power  of  se- 
lection which  was  thus  given  to  him,  and  it 
was  with  great  pain  he  fotmd  that  his  con- 
duct, in  exercising  that  authority,  had 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  one  of  the 
members  for  the  city  Talderman  Wood.) 
When  first  the  hon.  alderman  stated  to 
him  his  wish  to  attend  the  funeral,  he 
(Dr.  L.)  declared  how  anxious  he  was  to 
set  down  his  name.  This,  however,  was 
before  he  received  the  directions  which 
it  had  pleased  the  earl  of  Liverpool  to 
communicate  to  him.  Those  directions 
referred  exclusively  to  her  majesty's 
household;  and  how,  he  would  ask,  in 
the  name  of  honour,  could  he  put  down 
the  hon.  alderman's  name  as  oife  of  her 
majesty's  suite  i  The  House  would,  how- 
ever, guess  his- astonishment,  when,  three 
weeks  afterwards,  he  found  the  letter 
which  he  had  written-  to  the  hon.  alder- 
man on  this  subject,  printed  in  the  public 
newspapers,  together  with  a  eontment. 
This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  because 
he  had  met  the  hon.  aldennan  at  Bruns- 
wick, and  at  that  lime  he  had  made  no 
VOL.  VI. 


complaint.  It  had  been  stated,  that  he 
received  a  carte  blanche  from  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  to  fix  on  any  four  names  he 
pleased.  But  he  had  no  such  carte  blanche* 
The  fact  was,  that  he  was  allowed  to 
take  one  individual  to  act  as  German  in- 
terpreter, and  three  others,  to  fill  up  the 
number,  who  were  to  be  selected  from 
the  household.  He  trusted  the  hon.  al- 
derman would  feci  that  he  (Dr.  L.) 
would  have  been  the  last  man  to  have 
interposed  any  obstacle  to  his  attending 
the  funeral  of  his  own  creation.  But  it 
surely  would  have  been  very  bad  taste  if 
he  had,  after  the  specific  directions  he 
had  received,  offered  the  hon.  aldennan  a' 
place,  his  eligibilitv  for  which  might  have  , 
been  disputed.  He  concei?ed  that  he 
had  some  reason  to  complain  of  what  had 
been  stated  on  this  subiect;  and  he  would 
now  say,  thai  he  should  have  acted  on  the 
same  principle,  if  instead  of  the  hon.  al- 
derman, it  had  been  the  dearest  friend  he 
had  alive  who  was  concerned.  He  had  now, 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  explained 
circumstances  which  were  misrepresented 
at  the  time,  and  he  hoped  the  House  at 
large  would  do  justice  to  the  propriety  of 
his  motives.  If  errors  and  mistakes  h^d 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings' 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
that  night  called,  they  were  on  his  part 
wholly  unintentional.  Her  majesty  bad 
been  pleased  to  honour  him  with  her  con- 
fidence generally  in  the  absence  of  the 
hon.  members  for  Winchelsei  and  Not- 
tingham ^Messrs.  Brougham  and  Den- 
man).  When  the  trial  was  over,  he 
thought  his  vocation  was  at  an  end ;  but 
some  months  afterwards,  when  he  had 
little  time  to  spare,  his  professional  exer- 
tions were  again  tmlled  for.  He  men- 
tioned these  drcumstances,  because  he 
deprecated  above  all  things  the  idea  that 
he  had  become  at  any  time  her  majes- 
ty's political  adviser.  That  duty,  he  felt, 
was  m  much  better  hands.  As  to  the 
motion  before  the  House,  he  must  say 
(acquitting  lord  Liverpool  of  any  d^ 
sire  to  show  disrespect  to  the  remains  of 
the  Queen)  that  the  preparations  for  the 
funeral  were  not  such  as  were  adequate 
to  the  occasion.  In  his  view  of  the  trans* 
action,  proper  persons  were  not  employed, 
and  proper  care  was  not  taken,  to  conduct 
Uie  tuneral  as  it  ought  to  have  been  con- 
ducted. Too  much  mid  been  left  to  chance 
—decency  had  been  violated—proper  re- 
pect  had  not  been  paid— and  the  feelings 
of  the  country  had  been  grossly  outraged. 
3Q 
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The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  thought  it 
due  to  the  learned  gentleman  to  state,  that 
he  had  met  the  point  at  issue,  in  a  very 
fair  and  candid  manner.    After  the  able 
explanation  of  his  right  hon.  friend  TMr. 
Peel),  and  the  clear  statement  of  his  Don. 
friend   (Mr.    Calvert),  the  duty  he  had 
to  perform  was  narrowed  to  one  6r  two 
points,   contained  in  the  speech  of  the 
{earned  gentleman.    By  what  had  fallen 
from  the  learned  gentleman,  it  was  et ident 
that  the  earl  of  Liverpool  had  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  facilitate  the  duties 
of  those  who  were  connected  with  the  fu- 
neraL    No  blame  could  fairly  be  attached 
to  the  presence  of  the  military;    for  he 
found  the  learned  gentleman  declaring,  as 
executor,  that  it  would  have  been  a  mani- 
festation of  disrespect  if  they  had  not  at* 
tended.    In  short,  he  had  very  little  ne- 
cessity to  step  forward  and  defend  the 
conduct  of  mmisters,  since  it  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  quQte  the  learned  mem- 
ber's speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
had  swept  clean  away  every  accusation 
that  could  be  brought  against  them,  as 
this  was  the  case,  he  would  leave  the  con* 
duct  of  ministers  out  of  the  question,  and 
apply  his  observations  to  certain  points 
which  required  explanation.    He  would 
first  look  to  the  true  position  of  the  par- 
ties  at  the  time — a  point  which  the  learned 
gentleman  had  not  stated.    The  learned 
gentleman  conceived  it  to  be  necessary 
that  he  should,  by  some  act  on  his  part, 
have  divested  himself  of  the  character  of 
executor,  before  the  ordering  of  the  fune- 
lal  was  taken  out  of  his  hands :   and,  as 
he  had  done  no  such  act,  he  inferred  that 
k  was  in  consequence  of  some  special  or- 
der issued  by  the  earl  of  Liverpool  that 
the  funeral  of  her  maj€*)ty  passed  from  his 
hands,  as  executor,  and  was  intrusted  to 
those  of  the  government.    He  had  argued 
that  if  every  thing  had  been  conducted  in 
a  regular  and  suitable  manner,  he  would 
have  semaioed  to  the  last,  as  the  acting 
person.    Now,  he  (the  marquis)  would 
contend,  that  though  this  might  have  been 
the  case  wkh  respect  to  an  executor  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances,  yet  the  rule 
did  not  apply  where  a  member  of  the  royal 
family  was  concerned.    The  learned  genn 
tleman  was  informed,  on  the  first  interview 
he  had  with  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  that  the 
expenses  of  the  funeral  would  be  borne  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  public. 
This  the  learned  gentleman  admitted  ;  and 
he  alfo  admitted  that  the  earl  of  Liverpool 
was  most  anxious  to  hear  and  weigh  every 


suggestion  connected  wkh  the  decorum  of 
the  ceremony.    The  noble  earl  would  not, 
however,  allow,  that  the  superintendence 
of  the  funeral  belonged  to  the  executors: 
he  could  not  suffer  them  to  be  responsible 
for  that  which  belonged  to  the  government 
and  the  country.— He  now  came  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  funeral  was  conducted, 
and  which  appeared  to  be  the  only  point 
that  bore  at  all  on  the  servants  of  the 
Crown.    The  learned  gentleman  had  ar- 
gued, that  the  persons  to  whom  the  fune« 
ral  was  intrusted,  were  not  suitable  to  such 
a  charge.    He,  however,  must  oppose  the 
description  which  the  learned  gentleman 
had  given  of  them.     Mr.  Thomas  was,  in 
every  respect,  a  gentleman ;  and  the  con-^ 
duct  of  the  learned  doctor  in  leaning  so  ^ 
much  against  that  individual,  did  not  cor- 
respond with  the  general  liberality  that 
characterized  his  speech.    But,  what  was 
the  fact  with  reference  to  the  employment 
of  this  gentleman  >    It  was  merely  this— 
Mr.  Thomas  acted  under  Mr.  Mash,  and 
was  the  next  officer  in  the  department. 
If  Mr.  Mash  had  been  in  England,   it 
would  have  been  proper  to  ask  why  he 
had  not  attended.    But  he  was  then  in 
Ireland,  busily  employed  in  making  pre- 
parations for  those  festivities  to  which  the 
visit  of  his  majesty  gave  rise.    In  his  ab- 
sence, Mr.  Thomas  was  employed ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  observed,  that  Mr.  Thomaa 
was  the  person  who,  a  short  time  before, 
conducted  the  funeral  of  the  late  duke  of 
Kent,  and  conducted  it,  as  was  admitted 
on  all  hands,  in  a  very  proper  and  decor- 
ous manner.    The  circumstance  he  bad 
stated  showed,  that  it  was  the  desire  of 
his  majesty's  ministers  to  manifest  every 
respect  to  her  majesty's  remains.    Ttiey 
sent  the  secretary  of  the  department  t» 
take  charge  of  the  funeral  from  Harwich 
to  Brunswick ;  and  they  confided  the  pre- 
vious proceedings  to  the  highest  officer 
who  was  immediately  on  the  spot.    What 
blame  could  attach  to  ministers  when  ft 
was  apparent  that  they  made  use  of  the 
whole  force  which  it  was  in  their  power 
to  lay  their  hands  on ?    It  was  stated  aa 
matter  of  charge,  that  Mr.  Thomas  arrived 
at  Brandenburgh-house  with  no  other  au- 
thority except  9i  programme  of  the  proces- 
sion. What  other  authority  did  he  require? 
He  had  received  his  orders  from  the  go- 
vernment ;  and  certainly  he  had  no  consent 
to  obtain  from  the  learned  gentleman,    if 
the  learned  gentleman  knew  Mr.  Thomas^ 
and  was  aware  of  his  business,  he  ought 
to  have  respected  his  authority.    The  con* 
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duct  of  Mr.  Thomas  appeared  to  have 
given  the  learned  gentleman  much  offence : 
but  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  ThomaB 
thought  the  learned  gentleman  meant  to 
obstruct  his  authority ;  and  that  obstruc- 
tion he  felt  be  was  bound  to  oppose.  But 
it  was  said  that  sufficient  ceremony  was 
not  used  at  the  funeral.  Let  the  House 
look  candidly  at  every  part  of  the  trans- 
action. Government,  acting  on  their  o^vn 
responsibility,  directed  the  funeral>  and 
they  did  all  m  their  power  to  have  it  con- 
ducted with  due  solemnity.  Now,  what 
was  the  first  difficulty  which  the  learned 
member  interposed  ?  What  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  proposition  which  he  made ; 
and  what  was  the  wisdom,  as  Proved  by 
the  result,  which  directed  it  ?  The  learn- 
ed gentleman  called  for  delay.  Yes; 
though  he  admitted  that  her  majesty's  di- 
rections were  explicit  on  this  subject*- 
though  he  knew  that  she  had  directed  her 
remains  to  be  removed  from  this  country 
within  three  days,  still  he  wished  the  fu- 
neral to  be  pbstponed.  Here,  he  must 
say  that  he  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend, 
who  expressed  his  opinion  that  her  majes- 
ty was  not  anxious  for  great  funeral  pomp, 
nor  for  that  popular  pageantry  from  which, 
perhaps,  she  had  not  derived  great  advan« 
tage  in  her  life^time.  There  was  no  rea- 
son for  supposing  that  any  such  feelings 
operated  on  her  majesty's  mind.  But  what 
was  the  learned  gentleman's  motive  for 
demanding  delay?  «<  I  have  (said  he) 
no  reason  to  think  that  preparations  will 
be  made  at  Stade  by  the  time  the  body 
arrives  there ;  and  I  will  not  allow  it  to  be 
removed  until  such  preparations  are  com- 
pleted there."  What  was  this,  he  would 
ask,  but  a  dereliction  of  his  doty  as  an 
executor  ?  Was  it  not  acting  in  contra- 
diction to  the  course  which  her  majesty 
wished  to  be  taken  ?  Would  it  not  have 
had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  Queen's  re- 
mains in  this  country,  contrary  to  her 
desire,  for  three  weeks  or  a  month  ?  At 
that  very  time  orders  were  given  to  have 
a  supply  of  horses  on  all  the  roads ;  and 
nurely  nothing  could  be  more  idle  or  more 
tmnecessary  than  to  delay  the  funeral  un- 
der such  circumstances.  He  had  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  department,  in 
*which  it  was  stated,  that  the  body  was  land- 
ed on  the  23rd  at  Stade,  after  a  favourable 
passage ;  and  so  complete  were  the  ar- 
rangements, that  it  arrived  at  its  destina- 
tion, without  encountering  even  a  day's  ^ 
delay  on  the  road,  on  the  26th.  There-' 
fore,  the  decision  of  the  carl  of  Liverpool 


was  most  correct.  Baron  d^Este,  on  the 
landing  of  her  majesty's  remains,  sent  for- 
ward a  courier  with  the  necessary  direc- 
tions, and  every  thing  was  done  to  expe- 
dite the  ceremony. — ^The  whole  question 
then,  narrowed  itself  into  wliac  occurred 
on  this  side  of  the  water ;  and  every  one 
of  the  proceedings  here  could  be  defended 
without  difficulty.  As  to  the  removal  of 
her  majesty's  remains,  could  any  course  be 
pursued  with  propriety,  but  that  of  obeying 
the  instructions  contamed  in  her  majes- 
ty^s  will,  as  far  as  those  instructions  could 
be  fbllowed  with  a  due  regard  to  decency 
and  solemnity  ?  Her  majesty  desired  her 
remains  to  be  removed  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible period;  and  certainly  the  learned 
gentleman  had  communicated  to  the  earl 
of  Liverpool,  if  not  the  whole  of  her  ma- 
jesty's will,  at  least  the  codicil  which  con- 
tained that  direction.  The  earl  of  Liver- 
pod  acted  in  the  spirit  of  that  codicil. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  delaying  the  cere- 
mony, and  he  gave  the  necessary  direc- 
tions. The  first  idea  was,  to  have  tbe  fu- 
neral on  the  Saturday,  her  majesty  having 
died  on  the  Tuesday,  Saturday  was  how- 
ever, on  reflection,  considered  to  be  too 
early  a  day.  Monday  was  then  mentioned 
and  Tuesday  was,  in  the  end,  preferred,  as 
a  more  favourable  da^.  No  objection  was 
made  to  the  solemnization  of  the  funeral 
on  that  day,  and  he  believed  the  learned 
gentleman  himself  had  stated  that  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  arrangement.  How,  then, 
could  any  imputation  of  an  undue  accelera- 
tion of  the  Queen's  funeral  be  cast  upon  the 
sovereign  ?  The  House  would  go  before 
him  in  perceiving,  that  the  arrangement 
was  made  here,  and  that  his  majesty  could 
have  no  motii'e  in  hastening  the  day. 
Having  been  accidentally  in  attendance 
on  bis  majesty  at  Holyhead  at  that  time, 
he  could  state,  that  it  was  not  till  two 
days  after  the  death  of  her  majesty  that 
intelligence  was  received  of  what  had 
taken  place.  His  majesty  had  no  other 
anxiety  on  the  subject,  but  that  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  made,  with  every 
respectful  attention  befitting  the  so- 
lemnity of  the  occasion.  He  wished  that 
the  ceremony  should  be  conducted  in 
that  solemn  and  respectful  manner  which 
was  due  to  the  obsequies  of  every  mem- 
ber of  his  majesty's  family.  During  the 
period  to  which  he  alluded,  all  those 
marks  of  respect  which  were  customary 
on  the  decease  of  the  royal  family  (such 
as  lowering  the  flag,  &c.)  Were  observed, 
and  his  majesty  never  appeared  on  deck, 
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except  when  he  was  obliged.  As  to  the 
inBuence  which  her  majesty's  death  pro* 
duced  on  the  king's  visit  to  Ireland,  it 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  question. 
The  Irish  nation  ardently  expected  his 
majesty's  presence ;  and,  after  the  noti- 
fication of  the  arrangements  which  had 
been  made  for  bis  reception,  much  public 
inconvenience  would  have  arisen,  had  his 
visit  been  postponed.  This,  however,  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Queen's  funeral.  That  ar- 
rangement was  made  in  this  country,  and 
his  majesty  had  not  in  any  degree  influ- 
enced it«— With  respect  to  what  took 
place  between  the  learned  sentleman  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  in  the  fulnlment  of  the 
duty  which  devolved  on  the  latter,  he 
begged  leave  to  place  that  transaction  in 
^  its  true  light.  It  certainly  appeared  to 
.  him,  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  no 
right  to  do  what  he  had  done.  It  was, 
[  on  his  part,  an  interference  without  au- 
.  thority.  The  remains  of  her  majesty 
were  in  the  hands  of  others,  and  not  in 
his  hands.  Those  who  conducted  the 
^funeral  to  the  coast  declared  that  they 
would  prevent  the  affixing  a  certain  plate 
to  the  coffin,  while  her  majesty's  remains 
wefe  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  go- 
vernment ;  but  they  made  no  observation 
on  any  thing  Uiat  might  happen  at  Stade 
or  elsewhere.  While  her  majesty's  re- 
mains continued  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  government,  they  felt  it  their 
duty  to  resist  the  placing  an  inscription 
00  the  coffin,  which  must  be  offensive 
both  to  the  Crown,  and  the  servants  of 
the  Crown,  They  never  admitted,  that 
the  learned  sentleman,  as  executor,  had 
a  rieht  to  take  away  the  inscription  al- 
rea^  on  the  coffin,  for  the  purpose  of 
affixmg,  with  his  own  hand,  another  in- 
scription of  a  very  diffisrent  kind.  Such 
a  proceeding  would  have  been  an  im- 
proper arid  contemptible  evasion  of  a 
plam  duty;  because,  admitting  such  a 
course  to  be  taken  by  the  learned  gen« 
tleman,  it  would,  though  the  act  were 
done  by  his  hand,  be  a  direct  deviation 
from  the  wishes  of  government.  Those 
who  had  the  charge  of  her  majesty's  re- 
mains, nt  the  moment  to  which  he 
alluded,  merely  said«-'<  So  long  as  those 
remains  are  under  the  care  of  cheers  em- 
ploved  by  the  British  government,  no 
sucn  inscription  as  that  proposed  by  you 
^hall  be  placed  on  the  coffin.  As  to 
what  may  be  done  afterwards,  we  neither 
J^90W|  por  if  ijt  mir  province  tp  hazard 


any  opinion  about  it."  He  now  came  to 
what  occurred  at  Harwich,  to  which  the 
learned  gentleman  had  given  a  higher 
degree  of  colouring  tlian  the  statement 
of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Calvert),  or  that 
of  the  secretary  to  the  home  department 
warranted.  It  was  stated,  that  when  the 
funeral  reached  Harwich,  the  tide  was 
falUng,  and  if  advantage  were  not  imme- 
diately taken  of  it,  Uie  body  would  be 
24  hours  longer  on  shore,  unlets  it  were 
embarked  at  night.  It  was,  therefore, 
determined  that  the  embarkation  should 
take  place  immediately;  and  he  under- 
stood that  the  great  mass  of  her  majesty's 
attendants  were  assembled  before  orders 
were  given  for  the  solemn  ceremony  of 
lowering  her  remains  into  the  barge.  An 
hon.  and  gallant  officer  was  present,  and 
that  gallant  officer  had  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  render  the  embarkation 
as  respectful  and  solemn  as  possible.  If 
any  inadvertence  was  observable  in  the 
arrangement,  it  could  only  be  attributed 
to  the  undertaker's  assistants;  and  was 
that,  he  would  ask,  a  fit  ground  for  a 
grave  charge  against  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters ?  Was  the  mind  of  parliament  to  be 
brought  back  to  matter  of  the  most  pain- 
ful reflection,  because  the  undertaker  had 
failed  in  some  part  of  his  duty?  The 
question  for  the  House  to  consider  was— - 
whether  any  intention  to  treat  her  ma- 
jesty's remains  with  disrespect  existed  in 
the  minds  of  ministers?  The  learned 
member  had  panegyrised  lord  Liverpool, 
he  had  panegyrised  lord  Melville  and  the 
Admiralty — ^in  short,  he  did  not  know 
whom  the  learned  member  had  not  pane- 
gyrised, except  those  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment to  whom  the  care  of  the  funeral 
was  intrusted,  and  who,  he  thought,  had 
endeavoured  to  conduct  it  with  every 
proper  respect.  As  to  the  alleged  rapidity 
with  which  the  funeral  moved  alone,  he 
could  not  join  with  the  learned  mqnber  in 
visiting  it  with  censure.  He  could  not 
agree  with  the  learned  gentleman  in 
thinking  that  the  funeral  should  have 
been  delayed  on  the  road,  because  riou 
had  occurred  in  its  passage  through  the 
town.  Preparations  were  made  at 
Chelmsford  for  the  reception  of  the  body 
at  a  certain  time;  and  it  would  have 
created  much  inconvenience  if  it  had  not 
arrived  at  the  prescribed  period.  Was  it 
to  be  said  that,  because  the  first  stage 
had  not  been  gone  so  rapidly  as  had  been 
expected,  therefore,  the  other  stages  must 
be  deiryiged  ?  With  resp^  to  the  refuse) 
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to  defer  to  the  city  of  London,  and  pro- 
ceed in  compliance  with  the  wishes  ot  the 
common  council)  he  thought  the  expla- 
nation he  had  to  gite  was  abundantly 
satisfpctory.  If  the  wishes  of  the  common 
council  had  been  communicated  before 
any  arrangement  bad  been  made,  it  might 
have  been  considered  whether  they 
ought  to  be  acceded  to ;  but  he  held  in 
his  hand  the  letter  which  was  writtea  in 
answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  common 
council,  and  wnich  showed  that  the 
question  was,  whether  the  arrangements 
which  had  been  made  should  be  changed 
in  consequence  of  their  wishes.  He  put 
it  to  the  house,  whether,  after  the  ar- 
rangements had  received  the  sanction  of 
his  majesty,  it  would  have  been  fitting  to 
change  them,  because  the  common  coun- 
cil wished  it?  He  was  not  disposed  to 
speak  with  disrespect  of  the  common 
council,  however  he  might  differ  from  them 
in  opinion ;  but  certainly  there  bad  been 
nothing  in  their  conduct  respecting  the 
Queen,  which  should  have  disposed  the 
government  to  conduct  the  funeral  out  of 
Its  way  to  gratify  them.  He  had  never 
heard  that  they  had  asked  to  pay  the 
same  respect  to  the  memory  of  her  ma- 
jesty, queen  Charlotte.  It  was  true,  the 
course  of  the  funeral  had  not  been  through 
the  city ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why  the 
common  council  might  not  have  expres- 
sed a  similar  feeling  of  respect.  He 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  this  funeral 
should  have  been  particularly  honoured 
in  this  way,  or  why  it  should  make  a  de- 
tour through  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
canonizing  her  majesty.  But  this  was 
not  the  question.  Tne  question  was, 
whether  the  government  would  have  been 
justified  in  directing  the  funeral  to  go 
out  of  the  way,  for  the  purpose  of  ho- 
nourinff  her  majesty  or  the  common 
council  ?  The  government  felt  a  great 
relief  in  the  consideration,  that  they  were 
acting  in  unison  with  her  majesty's  desire, 
but  they  bad  had  a  great  duty  imposed 
upon  them,  not  to  suffer  her  majesty  to 
be  again  made  the  vehicle  for  a  faction 
and  a  cabal  in  this  country.  The  first 
intention  had  been,  to  have  the  funeral 
conveyed  by  water ;  but  the  navigation  of 
the  river  presented  so  many  obstructions, 
that  this  intention  was  abandoned.  Not 
only  were  the  laAt  wishes  expressed  by 
her  majesty  in  fisvour  of  a  private  funeral 
but  every  principle  of  propriety  connec- 
4^  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  country, 
io^Ktated  that  course.    Looking  to  the 


whole  of  this  subject,  he  deeply  lamented 
that  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
country  had  again  been  drawn  to  it.  He 
thought  that  the  sooner  it  was  dropped, 
and  a  veil  was  drawn  over  the  lamentable 
transactions  connected  with-it,  Uie  better. 
He  could  not  look  back  without  pain  and 
grief  on  the  shameful  attempt  which  had 
been  made  to  turn  the  tragical  circum- 
stances of  that  day,  into  the  means  of 
invmdinff  the  public  pence,  and  disturbing 
the  public  tranquillity.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  atrocious  attempts  to  oppose  the 
execution  of  the  law,  and  to  obstruct  by 
force,  the  officers  of  the  Crown  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty,  that  had  ever  dis- 
graced the  history  of  the  country,  and  one 
upon  which  he  should  never  reflect  witb- 
out  regret  and  sorrow. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  said,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  have  trespassed  upon  the 
House,  had  it  not  been  for  some  expres- 
sions which  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord, 
and  the  right  hon.  secretary.  He  had 
hoped,  that  they  were  not,  at  that  time  of 
day  to  be  told  that  those  who  advocated 
the  cause  of  the  Queen  were  a  faction  and 
a  cabal.  He  had  hoped,  that  Uie  people 
of  this  country  would  no  longer  have  been 
termed  a  faction,  because  they  had  come 
forward  with  honest  and  manly  sincerity 
in  behalf  of  one  whom  they  conceived  to 
be  sufiering  under  the  strong  grasp  c£ 
power,  ana  to  have  been  made  the  victim 
of  the  most  unjust  persecution  to  which 
any  individual,  in  any  age  or  country,  had 
ever  been  exposed.  If  by  the  word 
faction  was  meant  a  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  England,  in  fact,  the  whole  of 
the  nation,  except  those  whose  interest  it 
was  to  join  in  the  persecution,  then  he 
could  understand  how  it  might  be  applied 
to  those  who  advocated  the  cause  or  her 
majesty.  But  the  term  faction  cduld  not 
apply  to  the  nation  at  large ;  it  was  ap- 
plicable only  to  a  few  designing,  base,  in- 
triguing, interested  individuals,  who  had 
meanly  endeavoured  to  raise  themselves 
upon  the  rum  of  a  woman— and  that 
woman  a  Queen,  whom  it  was  their  duty 
to  protect,  the  wife  of  their  sovereign,  to 
whom,  instead  of  fost^ng  his  preposses- 
sions, it  was  their  duty  to  ^ive  sound  and 
manly  advice.  These  individuals  where 
indeed,  a  factious  cabal.  It  was  not  a 
portion,  of  the  English  nation,  but  the 
whole  of  the  people  who  had  taken  the 
part  of  the  Queen.  The  generous  sen- 
timents which  they  had  expressed  in  her 
behalf  would  be  oonfiraied  by  posterity; 
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bod,  notwvthstindiDg  the  efforu  of  die 
noble  lord  to  suppress  the  inscription  of 
**  the  Injured  Q^eeo"  it  would  be  attached 
ior  eirer  to  the  name  of  Carolme  Queen  of 
Enghiitd;  it  would  remain  an  indelible 
froof  of  the  meanness  of  her  persecutore, 
who  would  not  eren  sufler  her  to  rest  in 
^er  grave,  and  who  were  base  enouj^h  to 
-stiffmatize  all  who  icaroe  fbrwaid  in  her 
«fte%Dce.  He  was  not  otoi  in  the  habit 
cf  nmg  warai  language  in  that  Hoase, 
but  he  couhi  not  refrain  from  expressing 
the  language  ef  his  heart  on  this  occasion. 
In  undertaking  the  dci%nce  of  thn  ladj, 
he  sot  only  undertook  her  defence,  but 
-die  defence  of  the  people  of  England. 
The  language  which  the  right  boa.  secre- 
tary had  pemnttel  himsdf  to  use  that 
night,  appeared  to  he  borrowed  iVein  a 
leaf  in  tlie  book  of  another  right  hon«  gen- 
tleman, from  whom  it  oaane  with  as  httle 
•grace,  thoogh  perhapft  with  tomcNriiat 
More  <i€  effect.  It  was  an  extnaordinsry, 
though  not  quite  a  new  doctrine  ia  that 
House,  that  th^re  should  be  any  portion 
of  his  najeaty's  sehjeots  who  were  net  eft- 
tided  to  protection,  that  there  should  be  a 
Aoadag  portion  of  the  populace,  who 
irarete  have  no  protectors  or  fViends,  and 
who  were  to  be  exposed  at  all  times  to  all 
the  abuse,  and  contumely,  and  injury 
'which  the  right  hon.  socretanr,  or  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman  whom  he  conde- 
scended to  copy,  might  think  proper  to 
heap  upon  them.  As  long  as  he  had  the 
honour  to  sit  in  that  House,  he  would 
never  cease  to  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  of 
this  despised  portion  of  the  people.  The 
right  hon.  secretary  had  thought  proper 
%o  say,  tthat  his  hon.  frfend,  the  member 
fbr  Aberdeen  had  made,  the  observation 
•of  a  tailor  [a  member  suggested  that  the 
words  were  « fit  for  a  tailor^*].  Well, 
he  would  suppose  the  words  to  be  "  fitted 
Or  suited  to  a  tailor/'  for  he  might  not 
have  entered  into  all  the  wit  as  well  as  all 
the  refinement  of  the  right  hon.  secreta- 
ry's observation.  He  must  say  that  this 
was  an  observation  which  he  should  least 
have  expected  to  hear  from  the  right  hon. 
eecretary ;  and  he  could  not  help  remind- 
mg  that  r^ht  hon.  gentleman,  that  it 
ill  became  him  to  make  any  disparaging 
allusions  to  a  branch  of  humble  industry. 
To  say  that  the  observations  of  any  mem- 
ber of  that  Hoose  were  only  fit  for  a 
tailor  [Ifhe  appearance  of  Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor,  who  walked  up  the  House  to  his 
iseat  at  this  moment  occasioned  much 
Taughter]  was  language  which  lie  <;ould 
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only  attribute  to  the  novelty  of  die  right 
hon.  gentleman's  eitaation.  Rei  dura  el 
regrd  novkas.  It  was  language  ill  suited 
to  the  abilities  or  the  station  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  die  right  hon,  gen- 
deman  shoold  take  care  what  language 
he  used,  when  he  attacked  his  hon.  friend. 
Hts  hon.  firiend  was  well  able  to  defend 
hiaaself ;  but  he  must  say,  that  if  a  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  what  course  was  roost 
decent  and  decorous  in  regard  to  die  late 
transactions,  the  country  would  have 
licde  dificidty  in  deciding  between  the 
claims  of  the  right  hon.  secretary,  and 
his  hon.  friend.  It  was  much  to  the  credit 
of  thfe  right  hon.  secretary,  that  while  he 
was  out  of  office  he  had  taken  no  part 
wfaatevier  against  the  Queen.  He  had 
made  one  speech  on  the  subject;  but  in 
that  speech  he  had  expressed  no  opinion 
of  the  general  policy  of  the  measures 
which  had  been  tak«n  against  her  majesty. 
He  was  at  a  loss,  therefore,  to  conceive 
why  the  right  hon.  secretary  should  now 
come  forward  to  take  upon  himself  a  gra- 
tuitous responsibility.  He  could  readily 
occo^at  for  the  observadons  which  had 
Men  ft-om  die  noble  lord  opposite,  with 
-regard  to  the  common  council,  becans6 
that  body  had  expressed  an  opinion  in 
unison  wit*  every  other  city  of  the  empire. 
The  noble  lord  had  talked  of  the  Queen 
-of  England  rependng  on  her  death  bed  c^ 
the  reladve  situation  in  which  she  had 
stood  towards  the  people  of  England,  and 
lamentit^  the  little  advantage  which  she 
had  derived  Gtom  them.  He  had  stated 
also,  that  she  wished  her  remains  to  be 
interred  with  none  of  the  pageantry  or 
pomp  which  the  people  were  desirous  of 
forcing  upon  her  corpse.  This  was,  in* 
deed,  very  extraordinary  language.  The 
Queen  knew  what  the  people  had  done  for 
her ;  and  the  House  knew  what  the  peo- 
ple had  done  for  the  Queen.  The  earl  of 
Liverpool  had  declared,  in  another  place, 
that  he  gave  up  the  bill  of  pains  and  pe- 
nalties, in  consequence  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  of  England  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Queen.  The  noble  lord  had 
no  authority  for  saying  that  it  was  the 
Queen's  wish  that  her  funeral  should  be 
private;  for  this  wisfh  neither  appeared 
on  the  face  of  the  will,  nor  was  it  at  any 
dme  communicated  to  her  confidential 
advisers.  The  noble  lord  afiected  to  have 
obeyed  the  iigimcdons  of  the  Queen;  but 
how  had  he  obeyed  them  with  regard  to 
the  Inscription  on  her  coffin  ?  He  had,  in 
fact,  diaobeyed  them  wherever  it  served 


Digitized  by 


<^oogle 


9731 


ker  hte  MttfedyM  FuneraL 


MabchG,  1822. 


[074 


his  purpbflesy  and  bad  only  obejred  then 
when  they  were  alleged  to  be  in  cenfor* 
iDity  with  his  own  inteDtions.  The  noble 
lord  con  tended  that  the  executors  bad 
no  authority  or  control  over  the  body  of 
the  Queen,  because  she  was  the  king's 
wife,  and  not  a  subject.  The  noble  lord 
held  very  different  language  at  the  period 
wlien  he  persecuted  the  Queen ;  for  then 
it  was  contended,  that  she  was  not  the 
king's  wife,  but  a  mere  subject ;  Then  she 
was  termed  an  illustrious  lady,  and  there 
was  no  term  of  insult  or  disparagement 
which  was  not  employed  to  degnde  her 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  It  was  a  little 
singular,  too,  that  only  a  deputy's  deputy 
in  the  Chamberlain's  Office  could  be  found 
to  execute  tliie  last  martial  office  of  the 
king,  if  tins  duty  were  taken  from  the 
executors  with  a  Tiew  of  doing  honour  to 
the  Queen.  The  main  question  was, 
whether  or  not  the  Queen's  fooeral  had 
been  conducted  with  that  decency  and 
respect  which  ought  to  have  been  shewn 
towards  the  remains  of  the  Queen  of 
England  ?  From  all  he  had  seea,  he  was 
ready  to  answer  dtsttncily  in  the  negative, 
and  to  declare  that  there  was  not  the 
least  appearance  of  respect  towards  her 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end%  With 
regard  to  the  troof  of  soldiers  that  atteo- 
ded  the  funeral,  his  kamed  friend  seeaaed 
to  approve  of  it*  It  should  be  recettected 
however,  that  a  confidential  friend  of  her 
majes^,  one  of  her  ladies  in  waiting,  bad 
itttreated  his  Majesty's  government  Dot  to 
employ  any  troopa  on  thia  occasion,  and 
had  expressed  a  strong  conviction,  that  if 
th^  were  employed  bloodshed  would  en- 
sue. For  his  own  part,  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  the  employment  of  these  troops ; 
but  even  supposing  them  to  be  neoessary, 
he  begged  tbe  House  to  recollect,  that  it 
was  not  the  guard  of  honour  which  occa- 
sioned the  fray.  It  was  net  his  intention 
to  have  adverted  to  that  fatal  catastrophe, 
but  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  charac- 
terized it  in  language  which  called  for 
some  observatu>ns. — He  had  talked  of  the 
necessity  of  putting  down  the  opposers  of 
the  law.  What  kw,  he  should  be  gkid  to 
know-*the  law  of  the  sword  i  He  luiew  of 
no  other  law  which  could  authorize  gen- 
tlemen in  red  coats  to  cut  down  and  fire 
upon  the  people.  The  Riot  act  had  never 
been  read.  What  law,  then,  be  should 
be  glad  to  k^ow,  did  the  people  oppose  ? 
In  fad,  no  law  had  been  opposed,  «icept 
by  his  maiesly's  government,  who  had, 
on  many  other  oacasionsy  viehited  thekiw  in 


the  same  way,  and  had  at  all  times  shewn 
themselves  willing  to  accustom  the  people 
to  military  execution.     He  did  not  throw 
out  tlib  observation  accidentally;  fbr  it 
was  his  deliberate  conviction  that,  for  the 
last  twenty  years,   the  government  had 
shown  a  systematic  desire  to  accustom 
tbe  people  on  all  occasions  to  the  interfe*. 
rence  of  the  military.     He  could  state 
most  distinctly,  that  no  disturbance  what- 
ever took  place  in  the  park,  until  a  party 
of  horse  guards    rode  by  with  swords 
drawn.     Some  groans  and  hisses   were 
then  raised  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
but   no   stones   were    thrown,     it  was 
not    the    soldiers,    however,    that    the 
people  of  England  had  to  complain  of; 
but  the  government  of  the  country,  who 
had  on  all  occasions    shewn  themselves 
prodigal  of  tbe  lives  of  the  people.    The 
mdecent  haste  witli  which  the  funeral  had 
been  luirried  from  London  to  Harwich 
was  another  point  which  the  noble  lord  had 
^led  in  answering.    The  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  it  was  incumbent  uptin  ministers 
not  to  sufier  the  funeral  to  be  turned  out 
of  the  way.     Now,  what  he  complained  of 
was,  that  the  funeral  was  turned  out  of  the 
way  by   ntinisters.      The  corpse  of  the 
Queen  had  not  been  dragged  about  by  the 
people  but  by  the  government.    The  con« 
duct  of  the  people  had  been  roost  exem-r 
plary  throiiehout  the  whole  of  the  trana* 
aetiooa  of  tmt  day ;  nor  was  any  violence 
ofoed  to  the  military,  until  they  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  they  were  going  to  be 
sabred,  and  that  the  seenea  of  Manchester 
were  about  to  be  renewed  in  London.    It 
was  true  that  he  (Mr.  H. )  had  advised  his 
gallant  friend  (sir  R.  Wilson)  not  to  atir 
from  his  place;  but  he  had  done  so,  be* 
cause  he  felt,  as  he  represented  to  his  hen* 
^end  at  the  time,  that  whatever  he  might 
say  or  do  was  sure  to  be  misrepresented 
by  those  who  were  interested  m  ^uitmp 
an  unfavourable  construction  upon   hts 
conduct*    Tbe  question  was  net  whethet 
some  of  the  more  minute  arrengenaents, 
upon  which  the  noble  lord  had  dwelt  so 
much,  had  been  snftoientlv  attended  to, 
the  question  v^aa  not  whemer  a  snffloiene 
quantity  of  crape  or  velvet  had  been  em-' 
ployed-^but  wnether  the  whole  arrange" 
ments  were  such  as  were  calculated  to  pay 
respect  to  the  memory  of  an  unfortunate 
Queen.    He  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring' 
that  they  were  not,  and  m  that  opinioni 
he  should  be  confirmed  by  posterity. 

Colonel  Cavendish  said,    the*  aoUiera 
were  pelted  as  soon  aa  they  appeared. 
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The  ofiioer  cdnmuuidtng  had  ndd^  that  on 
DO  ocotston^  when  be  had  ^usisted  the 
civil  power,  had  he.  seen  soch  ill  treat- 
ment. He  begged  the  House  to  recol- 
lect what  had  tiyiea  on  a  former  night 
from  a  gallant  member,  (sir  R«  Wilson) 
who  had  seen  much'  service,  and  done 
great  honour  to  his  profession.  That 
gallant  member  described  the  appearance 
of  the  soldiers  to  be  that  of  a  troop  of 
cavalry  which  had  been  repulsed.  The 
moderation  and  forbearance  of  the  life 
guards  had,  on  all  occasions,  been  spoken 
of  with  admiration ;  and  it  was  not  likely 
that  they.ahould  idter  their  conduct  on 
this  occasion  without  absolute  necessity. 
He  h^ld  in  his  hand  a  return  from  the 
surgeon  of  the  regiment^  which  was  made 
out  on  the  15th  August,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  S7  men  were  seriously  in- 
juredt  Nine  remained  a  considerable 
time  in  the  hospital,  and  one  received  bo 
severe  a  wound  in  the  shoulder,  that  he 
had  been  since  discharged.  It  was  said 
that  a  soldier  forfeited  none  of  the  privi- 
le^  of  a  citizen,  and  surely  one  of  those 
privileges  was  the  right  of  defending  him- 
self when  be  was  attacked.  The  conduct 
of  the  life  guards  had  been  marked 
throughout,  by  the  utmost  forbearance, 
nor  had  they  employed  violent  measures, 
until  they  were  compelled  to  resort  to 
them  in  self-defence. 

Sir  /.  Coffin  &lt  satisfied,  that  no  good 
could  possibly  arise  from  again  bringing 
the  case  of  ue  late  Queen  before  parhV 
ment  and  the  country.  He  was  tempted 
to  es^daim— *<  Infandum,  regina,  jubes 
renovare  dolorem,'*  when  he  reflected  on 
the  lOooduct  of,  those  who  were  inju- 
dicious enough  to  recall  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  Lam^  denied  ,he  had  ever  said 
that  the.  mob  were  the  only  supporters  of 
her  late  majesty.  When  he  spoke  about 
a  mob,  he  had  made  no  allusion  to  the 
people  of  England,  nor  could  he  consider 
the  people  of  England  as  responsible  for 
those  acts  .which  were  done  by  a  tumultu- 
ous rabble,  of  whose  conduct  they  must 
disapprove.  With  respect  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  he  would  say,  that  he 
could  not  approve  of  the  conduct  of  ^ 
vemment,  in  ordering  the  route  which 
they  did  for  the  Queen's  funeial.  He 
thought  it  should  have  been  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  city.  He  thought  so, 
because  be  had  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  quiet  dispKOsitions  of  the  peofde.  In 
seasons  jof  ess^citement,  he  had  seen  them 


evince  aaleadifiess  which  he  was  forced  to 
admire.  He  could  have  wished  the  whole 
subject  to  have  been  buried  in  oblivion. 
On  her  majesty's  death  he  had  thought 
that  it  would  be  so,  but  he  was  sorry 
afterwards  to  see  attempts  made  to  pro« 
long  dissentions  and  to  continue  animosi- 
ties. It  had  not  only  been  stated  in  con- 
versation, but  had  appeared  in  print,  that- 
she  died  of  the  persecutions  to  which  she 
was  subjected— that  her  heart  was  broken 
by  indignities  which  she  was  called  upon 
to  endure.  It  did  not  become  him  to  say 
what  was  the  cause  of  her  majesty's  un- 
timely end.  It  would  be  presumption  in 
any  one  to  decide  whence  the  blow  came. 
But  if  her  majesty  did  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
bitterness  of  spirit  and  to  wounded  feel- 
ings, he  was  persuaded  die  owed  it  to  the 
step  whidi  die  was  advised  to  tdce  in 
coming  to  this  country,  and  exposing  her 
conduct  to  the  inquiry  which  it  under* 
went. 

Mr.  Denman  said,  that  if  there  was 
boldness  in  his  learned  friend's  ascribing, 
as  he  liad  done,  the  untiooely  death  of 
her  migesty  to  her  coming  to  this  country, 
it  was  equally  bold  to  aver,  that  in  coming 
here  she  had  acted  on  the  advice  of  othefs, 
and  not  on  the  decision  of  her  own  unin- 
fluenced lodgment.  When  the  House 
considered  the  treatment  whidi  she  had 
received  abroad--when  they  considered 
the  conduct  of  government  towards  her— 
when  they  considered  the  threats  and 
bribes  with  which  it  was  attempted  to  keep, 
her  from  our  shores,  they  would  see  that' 
she  had  no  alternative  but  to  come  to' 
England,  no  course  left  but  to  face  her. 
accusers.  When  she  left  Italy,  and  before 
she  had  taken  counsel  of  any  advisei  hut 
her  own  magnanimous  spirit,  her  resolu- 
tion was  fixed  to  come  to  this  country. 
When  she  arrived  at  St.  Omer's  she  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  England, 
and  must  have  acted  as  she  had  done, 
unless  she  had  chosen. to  sacrifioe  her 
rights  and  to  abandon  her  character.  She. 
had  ftuseil  her  accusers  and  she  csime  to 
triumph.  Nevertheless,  calumnies  con- 
tinued to  be  heaped  upon  her,  which 
banished  her  friends,  and  prevented  her 
from  enjoying  that  universal  Tespect  which 
the  establishment  of  her  character  wosM; 
otherwise  have  procured.  His  bon.  friend* 
had  ascribed  those  suffering  which  broke 
her  majesty's  heart  to  her  imprudeoee  io. 
coming  to  England .  But,  were  none  of 
them  to  be.  ascribed  to  the  atroctOua 
libeU  with  which,  after  her  trial,  she  waa. 
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assailed  i  Were  aone  of  them  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  systematic  efibrts  of  a  publU 
cation  established  for  the  express  purpose 
of  calumoiating  her,  of  banishing,  by 
falsehoods  and  slander,  every  respectable 
female  from  her  doors,  and  of  driving  her 
from  society  ?  There  were  two  questions 
involved  in  the  motion  before  the  House. 
Did  ministers  act  right  in  ordering  the 
route  which  they  had  done,  for  the  funeral 
procession,  and  was  there  a  proper  degree 
of  respect  shown  to  her  majesty's  remains? 
Nothmg  could  be  more  absurd  or  provok* 
ing  than  the  conduct  of  government.  It 
was  well  known  that  no  feelings  of  respect 
and  altachroent  were  ever  stronger  than 
those  entertained  by  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don towards  her  majesty.  What  was 
there  to  find  fault  with  in  their  feelings, 
or  why  should  they  be  denied  the  melan- 
choly gratification  of  witnessing  her  fune« 
ral?  It  was  true,  her  majesty  directed 
that  her  funeral  should  be  conducted  with 
as  little  pomp  as  possible ;  but  could  she 
be  understood,  by  the  clause  in  her  will, 
to  dech'ne  that  spontaneous  homage  of 
the  heart  which  the  inhabitants  of  London 
were  prepared  to  pay  her  remains  on  the 
direct  road  through  the  city  ?  The  assem- 
bled people  on  this  occasion  could  not  be 
called  a  mob— -it  was  composed  of  the 
respectable  part  of  society,  of  the  middle 
aad  lower  classes.  Why  refuse  them  the 
gratification  of  their  wish  to  see  the  fune- 
ral procession  of  her  whom  when  alive 
they  respected  and  honoured  \  The  act 
was  ill  judged  and  cruel.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  respect  to  her  majesty 
in  the  arrangements  for  her  funeral,  he 
was  happy  to  hear  what  had  been  said  by 
the  noble  lord  and  the  right  hon.  secre- 
tary. When  he  found  that  a  gallant  ofiicer 
had  been  ordered  to  pay  all  prpper  res- 
pect ;  when  be  found  that  the  admiralty 
had  neglected  nothing  that  lay  in .  the 

Sower  of  that  department;  and  when  he 
eard  the  noble  marquis  stating  tiMit  tlie 
illustrious  husband  of  the  deceased  had 
not  only  received  the  news  of  her  death 
with  feelings  that  did  him  honour,  but  that 
every  becoming  solemnity  was  observed 
by  the  deet,  he  began  to  doubt  whether 
the  blame  lay  with  the  government,  and 
whether  the  present  motion  was  necessary. 
The  charge  against  the  government  had 
been  in  a  great  degree  removed,  and  if  so, 
he  saw.  no  reason  for  persisting  in  the 
motion.  He  was  sure  that  \  the  great 
heart  of  her  late  majesty  would  not  have 
idsfaed  thst  any  thing  which  coaceroed 
VOL.VL 


her  life' or  her  death,  should  be  perverted 
for  factious  purposes.  It  was  not  at  her 
wish  that  she  had  been  placed  in  the 
situation  which  she  occupied  during  the 
last  months  of  her  life.  She  was  dearer 
to  the  people  by  the  persecutions  which 
were  directed  against  her.  His  hon* 
friend  had  expressed  a  wish  that  all 
should  be  forgotten;  and  he  (Mr.  D.\ 
would  not  disturb  the  ashes  of  the  deaoy 
but,  without  violating  any  duty,  he  would 
demand  whether  proper  honours  and  re- 
spect had  been  paid  them?  The  tone 
adopted  by  the  right  boo.  secretary,  was 
satisfactory,  as  being  di&rent  from  that 
employed  formerly  by  his  majesty's 
ministers.  That  right  hon.  genUemaa 
deserved  the  thanks  of  his  collesgues  for 
coming  forward  to  defend  measures  in 
whjch  he  did  not  participate— the  mea- 
sures of  an  administration  which  had 
found  the  country  flourishing  and  tran- 
quil, but  which  had  made  it  the  scene  of 
transactions,  the  most  dangerous  the 
mpst  degraded,  and  the  most  stigma- 
tized; that  ever  cursed  the  annals  of  any 
nation. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Army  Estimates^]  On  the  ordcr» 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  of 
supply  to  consider  further  -of  the  Army 
Estimates,  Mr.  Hun^  and  Mr.  Bemah 
objected  to  going  into  a  committee  at 
that  late  hour.  The  House  divided^ 
Ayes  116.  Noes  26.  On  the  motion^ 
that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair, 
the  House  divided.  Ayes  118.  Noes  21. 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  committee,  lord  Palmerston  moved, 
"That  70,756/.  7<-  llrf.  be  granted  for 
regimental  contingencies.'^ 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  no  wish  to 
throw  any  impediments  in  the  way  of  the 
public  business,  but  it  did  appear  to 
him,  that,  after  the  House  had  been  occu- 
pied seven  hours  upon  a  most  interesting^ 
debate,  it  could  not  bestow  that  attention 
to  the  proposed  vote  which  it  demanded. 
The  first  item  was  37,000/.  for  marching 
allowances,  and  for  other  purposes.  This 
item  was  not  in  tlie  estimates  last  year,  and 
he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  noble  lord 
would  state  why  he  bad  introduced  it  on 
the  preset  occasion.  There  was  an  item 
of  6,000/.  for  supplying  the  table,  at  St. 
James's,  of  the  life  and  foot  guards.  .Now^ 
to  no  other  regiment  in  the  army  bat  the 
guards  (except  those  statioaed  in  keland  ) 

3  R 


Digitized  by 


Google 


979]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

was  any  altowance  made  for  ineM»  beyond 
the  general  grant.  Up  to  I79S9  no  charge 
was  made  in  the  estifnates  for  the  support 
of  any  table  for  the  guards.  The  practice 
previously  to  that  time  had  been  this :  a 
table  was  kept  br  the  senior  officer  of  the 
guards  on  duty  lor  the  time  being.  The 
officer  was  remunerated  for  this  by  re- 
eeif  ing  money  from  those  men  who  were 
permitted  to  go  out  to  work  for  a  certain 
number  of  days ;  the  payment  they  re- 
ceived for  which  was  called  outlyers' 
money.  He  was  willing  to  admit  that 
such  a  system  as  this  was  injurious  to  the 
senrice,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  abolished. 
But  he  objected  to  the  practice  which  had 
been  substituted.  It  appeared  that  the 
number  of  officers  on  guard,  when  the 
king  was  in  town,  was  Ave ;  when  he  was 
not  in  town,  the  number  was  reduced  to 
diree.  These  officers,  however,  instead 
of  dining  together  by  themselves,  were  in 
the  habit  ot  making  up  a  party  of  about 
16,  and  these  supemumeraries  were  not 
officers  belonging  to  the  guards  or  any 
other  regiment,  but  only  Messrs.  A,  B, 
and  C,  to  whom  the  officers  on  duty  gave 
a  treat  at  the  public  expense.  In  order 
that  the  country  gentlemen  might  per- 
ceive the  purposes  to  which  the  produce 
of  their  wheat  and  barley  was  applied,  he 
would  read  a  biil  of  fare  for  the  supply  of 
the  table  of  the  officers  of  the  guards. 
This  important  document  he  had  drawn 
from  the  8th  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  military  inquiry.  A  breakfast  was  pro* 
irided  at  two  different  periods,  consisting 
of  coffee,  tea,  cold  meats,  muffins,  rolls, 
bread,  &c.  A  dinner  was  provided  for 
16,  (that  number  was  now  reduced  to  IS, 
being  about  eight  more  than  there  was 
anv  necessity  for),  consisting  of  the  best 
fish,  and  every  thing  else  that  the  London 
market  could  supply ;  there  were  two  re- 
gular courses,  and  in  the  second  course 
were  four  dishes  of  roasted.  There  was  a 
regular  dessert  of  13  dishes  of  confec- 
tionary, fruits,  olives,  J^c.  But  the  feast- 
ing did  not  stop  there.  The  gallant  offi- 
cers were  supplied  with  madeira,  port, 
and  claret  without  limitation.  This  was  a 
merry  way  (rf  carrying  on  the  war.  Per- 
haps the  gallant  general  (Gascoyne),  who 
had  attempted  to  ridicule  his  exertions  on 
a  former  occasion,  had  spent  a  consider- 
able part  of  his  campaigning  in  a  similar 
manner.  A  regular  supper  fdlowed. 
And  it  was  to  support  such  a  sjrstem  of 
vraste  and  extravagance,  that  the  com- 
^ittft  was  now  called  on  to  vole  6,0001. 
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Such  a  scene  of  profusion  most  set  a  bad 
example  to  die  rest  of  the  army.  At  all 
events,  if  the  officers  of  the  gimrds  chose 
to  be  extravagant,  let  it  not  be  done  at 
the  public  expense.  An  hon.  friend  near 
him  proposed  to  reduce  the  vote  by 
4,000i. ;  but  he  thought  it  was  better  to 
let  the  guards  down  graduallr,  and  he 
would  therefore  content  himself  with  pro« 
posing  that  the  vote  should  be  reduced 
only  one  half  in  amount.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber next  objected  to  the  item  of  4,80(V. 
for  the  support  of  the  board  of  genera! 
officers  appointed  to  decide  upon  claims 
arising  in  time  of  war.  During  the  war 
it  was  possible  that  the  payment  which 
the  board  received  was  not  too  much; 
but  now,  when  the  board  met  only  once  s 
week,  that  item  ought  to  be  reduced  te 
2,500/.  Another  item  was  8,515/.  for 
allowances  to  field  officers  and  captains  in 
the  guards,  in  lieu  of  emoluments  formeriy 
derived  from  outlyers.  The  officers  who 
had  entered  the  guards  upon  the  under- 
standing that  they  were  to  receive  certain 
emoluments  from  outlyers,  were  entitled 
when  that  system  was  abolished,  to  re- 
ceive some  equivalent :  but  all  ground  for 
the  grant  of  the  equivalent  was  taken 
away,  when  those  persons  who  had 
entered  the  regiment  in  the  expectation 
of  receiving  emoluments,  ceased  to  belong 
to  it,  or  were  advanced  to  majorities.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  hon.  member  for. 
Corfe.castle,  who  had  so,  clearly  defined 
the  principle  of  remuneration,  and  he 
would  abide  by  his  decision,  whether  this 
practice  was  fiiir.  Another  objectional 
Item  was  8,000/.  for  printing  the  acts  of 
parliament  and  the  annual  army  list.  The 
army  list  was,  he  believed,  printed  under 
the  superintendance  of  a  derk  in  the 
noble  load's  office.  The  profits  derived 
from  the  sale  of  the  work  were  consider- 
able, and  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  then*  amount  was  credited  to  the 
public :  3,000/.  was  an  enormous  sum  to 
pay  for  printing.  He  was  convinced  that 
any  bookseller  (Mr.  Egerton,  for  in- 
stancej  would  thankfully  publish  the 
army  hst  without  receiving  any  payment 
from  government.  If  he  did  not  propose 
to  reduce  the  item  now,  for  fear  of  de- 
ranging the  plans  of  die  noble  lord,  he 
trusted  the  noble  lord  would  spare  him 
the  trouble  of  doing  so  next  year,  by 
abandoning  the  item  altogether.  The 
navy  list  had  formerly  been  a  source  oT 

freat  profit  to  a  family  of  the  name  of' 
teel,   until   government   wididrew   its' 
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^ft^m  ihiit  quarter,  and  placed 
ji  6ort  of  official  stamp  upon  the  list  pub- 
Usbed  by  Mr.  Murray.  If  tbe  na?y  list 
could  be  published  by  a  private  book- 
seller, he  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
army  list  should  not  also  be  published  in 
Abe  same  way.  Another  very  curious 
item  was  2,000/.  for  law  expenses.  He 
^ras  at  a  loss  to  imagine  what  law  ex- 
penses were  necessary  to  be  defrayed, 
when  they  had  a  judge-advocate  con- 
nected with  the  army  at  a  salary  of  5,000/. 
There  could  be  very  little  occasion  for 
resortmg  to  law  in  the  armjr,  when  it  was 
4een  that  ministers  could,  with  the  stroke 
'Of  a  pen,  dismiss  officers  without  any  trial. 
There  was  a  small  item,  50/.  for  the  in- 
4ipection  of  great  coats.  There  existed 
two  inspectors  of  the  clothing  of  the  army 
generally ;  and  he  could  not  see  why  a 
jaoan  who  inspected  common  coats  should 
jiot  also  be  able  to  examine  great  coats. 
Immediately  following  this  item,  was 
another  of  60/.  for  an  inspector  of  regi- 
mental colours.  He  was  not  aware  that 
air  G.  Nayler,  by  whom  that  office  was 
held,  was  particularly  qualified  to  judge 
of  the  qualities  of  silks.  If,  indeedi  it 
.were  a  question  of  heraldry,  no  man 
could  be  a  more  competent  judge.  The 
next  item  to  which  he  had  an  ob- 
jection was  that  of  550/.  for  rent  of 
chaplain-generars  office.  He  had  be- 
fore ol^j^ned  to  the  continuation  of 
this  office.  It  was  one  created  for  a 
particular  purpose  in  1792,  and  he  did 
.not  think  there  existed  any  necessity  for 
it*  He  now  came  to  an  item  for  the 
riding  establishment  at  Pimlico.  When 
it  was  considered,  that  during  the  whole 
of  the  last  war  the  cavalry  hsd  so  much 
distinguished  themselves  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  that  their  riding  was  never 
objected  to,  he  did  not  see  what  neces- 
sity there  existed  for  supporting  this 
,  acbool  at  an  expense  of  1 ,450/.  Out  of 
the  sum  of  70,000/.  for  contingencies, 
leaving  out  35,000/.  with  which  be  would . 
not  interfere,  he  thought  15,600/.  might 
.  be  saved ;  but  he  had  not  yet  gone  through 
half  of  the  list  [Cries  of  «<  adjourn."] 
As  he  did  not  wish  to  proceed  against 
Che  opinion  of  the  House,  he  would  move, 
that  tne  chairman  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Lord  Palwteriion  entered  into  a-  de- 
fence of  the  several  items  to  which  ob- 
jections had  been  nuide.    With  respect 
to  the  dotbint,  he  conceived  nothing 
,iike  a  case  bad  been. made  out.    As  lo 


the  rich  bill  of  fare  which  the  hon. 
member  had  prepared  for  the  entertain* 
ment  of  the  House,  he  contended,  that 
the  6,000/.  which  was  thus  expended, 
was  an  allowance  given  in  lieu  of  some 
advsntages  which  captains  of  the  guards 
had  been  deprived  of;  and  was  one-fourth 
less  than  the  sum  allowed  in  1793.  As 
to  the  allowance  for  losses  by  officers, 
it  was  most  reasonable.  The  noble  lord 
next  adverted  to  the  emoluments  derived 
to  captains  of  companies  from  outlyers, 
which  he  said  the  captains  had  at  att 
times  been  entitled  to,  and  ought  not  to 
be  deprived  of.  With  respect  to  the  per 
centage  on  the  army  lists,  it  had  been 
given  up,  and  the  person  who  was  em* 
ployed  in  his  office  to  complete  the 
annual  and  monthly  lists  received  a  re- 
gular salary.  The  law  expenses  of  which 
the  hon.  member  spoke,  were  for  tbe  most 
part  charges  which  had  no  reference  to 
tbe  Judge  Advocate,  and  over  which  he 
had  no  control.  As  to  the  expense  of 
inspecting  great  coats,  it  was  lut  year 
only  BOLf  and  was  paid  to  quarter  masters 
for  tbe  inspection  of  the  great  coats  sent 
to  the  men ;  and  looking  at  the  benefits 
of  such  inspection,  he  would  say  that 
no  money  was  better  bestowed.  Aa 
to  the  amce  of  inspector  of  colours, 
as  no  regiment  was  without  its  peculiar 
colours,  and  as  these  always  brought  to 
mmd  some  of  their  proud  achievements, 
such  distinguishing  mark,  if  left  to  the 
caprice  of  commanding  officers,  might  be 
soon  altogether  done  away  with.  As  to  the 
expense  of  chaplain-general,  seeing  that 
the  hon.  member  had  proposed  to  make 
a  general  attack  on  the  property  of  the 
church,  he  was  not  at  all  surprised  at 
this  objection.  But  to  any  one  who  con- 
sidered that  the  men  were  not  made  worse 
soldiers,  by  being  made  moral  and  religi- 
ous, the  expense  of  that  superintendance 
which  went  to  enforce  the  strict  discharge 
of  their  duties  would  not  seem  too  great. 
As  to  tbe  riding  establishment  at  Pimlico, 
it  had  been  heretofore  so  much  discussed, 
that  he  would  only  refer  to  what  had 
been  already  said  upon  it ;  but  he  could 
assure  tbe  House,  that  the  proposed 
change  of  the  Opthalmic  hospital  into  a 
riding  school  would  be  a  considerable 
saving  of  expense. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge  defended  the  keeping 
up  of  the  table  for  the  guards,  and  con- 
tended that  tbe  junior  officers  of  that 
corps  were  worse  paid  than  the  officers  of 
the  line,  who  had  many  allowances  which 
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the  officers  of  the  guards  had  not.  Id 
fact,  the  janior  officers  might  be  said  to 
gi?e  their  services  for  nothing;  for  the 
money  the3r  received  was  not  sufficient  to 
payfor  their  lodgings  in  town. 

The  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday^  March  7. 
Agricultural  Distress.]  Mr. 
Goodi  rose  to  present  a  petition  from  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  which  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands  under  peculir  circumstances. 
There  was  no  man  who  was  less  disposed 
to  allow  his  own  political  impressions  to 
«waj  him,  in  attending,  so  far  as  was  con- 
sbtent  with  a  sense  of  independence,  to 
the  wishes  of  every  portion  of  his  con- 
stituents. The  petition  was  perfectly 
correct,  and  couched  in  proper  language. 
It  was  agreed  to  at  a  county  meetin^^ 
convened  by  the  sheriff,  at  the  requisi- 
tion  of  the  Whig  aristocracy  of  that 
county  principally.  There  were  not  more 
than  six  ai^atures  of  any  other  party. 
The  requisition  was  carried  round  so 
quietly,  that  he  did  not  believe  its  exist- 
ence at  the  time  was  known  through  that 
great  space  of  the  county  from  Ipswich  to 
Norfolk.  That  was  the  more  surprising, 
iiecause  there  was  not  an  individual  of  his 
acquaintance  that  would  not  have  signed 
the  requisition.  But  the  great  object 
was,  to  have  a  unanimous  meeting  to  uke 
the  distress  of  the  agricultural  body  into 
consideration.  For  that  bene6cia1  pur- 
pose it  was  arranged  that  all  political  dis- 
cussion should  be  avoided.  The  subject 
of  parliamentary  reform  bad,  however, 
been  introduced.  The  sheriff  refused  to 
put  that  (|uestion,  as  it  was  not  stated  in 
the  requisition ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
take  the  county  by  surprise.  After  that 
meeting  was  adjourned,  he,  with  a  few 
friends  within  a  morning's  ride  of  Stow- 
market,  where  the  meeting  was  held,  went 
home.  The  sheriff  received  a  second  re- 
quisition, comprehending  the  question  of 
parliamentary  reform,  and  was  persuaded 
to  convene  the  meeting  on  the  same  day. 
The  question  of  reform  was  completely 
carried,  and  the  petition  entrusted  to  his 
hon.  colleague,  whose  absence  from  indis- 
position, he  most  sincerely  regretted. 
That  petition,  though  handed  about  for 
813^  weeks,  was  not  very  numerously 
signed.  To  a  reform  of  abuses,  to  the 
jpuuishmeot  of  offences  against  the  law, 
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to  the  retrenchment  of  a  Javish  expendi- 
ture, he  was  as  anxiously  disposed  as  any 
man  in  that  House ;  but  to  the  specific 
measure  of  a  change  in  the  state  of  the 
representation,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
give  his  support. 

Mr.  Coke  observed,  that  constituted  at 
that  House  was,  he  was  well  convinced 
that  neither  the  petition  before  them,  nor 
indeed,  petitions  from  every  county  in  the 
kingdom,  would  be  attended  with  any 
beneficial  result.  The  hon.  member  had 
said  something  which  tended  to  depre- 
ciate the  character  of  that  meeting ;  and 
yet  he  had  admitted  that  it  was  most  res- 
pectable.  There  could  be  no  surprise  on 
the  county,  as  the  meeting  had  been  long 
advertised.  The  petitioners  looked  for 
parliamentary  reform  as  the  only  effectual 
remedy.  They  were  right.  It  was  in 
vain  to  look  for  redress  in  any  other  mea- 
sure. How  was  it  possible,  after  witnesa- 
ing  the  decision  of  the  House  the  other 
night  upon  the  subject  of  the  salt-tax, 
when  atH)ut  60  or  70  placemen  voted  at 
the  command  of  the  noble  marquis,  for 
any  one  to  suppose  that  that  House  would 
attend  to  the  prayers  of  the  people  ?  The 
hon.  member  for  Suffolk  had  himself  de- 
clared to  his  constituents  at  the  meeting, 
that  he  would  support  that  part  of  the 
petition  which  called  for  the  repeal  of  the 
taxes  on  leather,  malt,  salt,  and  other  ne- 
cessary articles  of  consumption.  [Mr. 
Gooch  dissented.]  The  hon.  member 
shook  his  head  in  denial,  and  he  therefore 
supposed  the  information  was  incorrect* 
But,  he  was  the  more  ready  to  believe  so, 
because  the  hon.  member  had  voted 
against  the  proposed  repeal  of  the  salt- 
tax.  As  to  the  plan  which  the  ministers 
had  promulffated  for  relieving  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country,  it  had  operated 
most  injuriously  upon  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. The  promulgation  of  that  plan 
had  already  caused  the  price  of  barley  to 
decline  from  lU.  to  4^.  6^.  For  his  part, 
he  could  make  neither  head  nor  tail  of  the 
noble  marquis's  oration.  Widely  different 
was  the  speech  which  his  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Brougham)  had  made  a  few  nights 
previously.  The  object  of  that  speech 
was  a  reduction  of  taxation,  which  was 
easily  understood.  But  when  any  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  was  proposed,  the  noble 
matquis  marched  up  with  his  band  of 
placemen  and  pensioners  to  overthrow  the 
proposition.  In  such  a  state  of  thiogih 
the  country  could  only  look  forward  for 
relief  through  the  meaoa  of  a  reformecl 
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House  of  Commons.  If  the  noble  marquis 
desired  to  see  the  effect  which  his  plan 
had  produced,  he  would  ad?ise  bim  to 
proceed  to  Mark-lane,  in  company  with 
the  hon.  member  for  Suffolk. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  that 
after  what  nad  recently  passed,  irome* 
diately  affecting  the  domestic  happiness 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Norfolk,  he  had 
hoped  to  have  found  him  in  a  better 
temper  [a  laugh.]  If  the  hon.  member's 
mind  had  not  been  engaged  on  a  more  in* 
teresting  subject,  and  he  had  been  left  at 
liberty  to  attend  to  the  arguments  of  mi- 
nisters on  the  subject  of  the  agricultural 
distress,  he  belieted  the  hon.  member 
would  ha?e  spared  some  of  the  observa- 
tions which  he  had  made.  The  hon. 
member  had  advised  him  to  go  to  Mark- 
lane,  to  see  the  effect  which  his  plan  had 
produced.  Now,  he  believed  the  gentle- 
men at  Mark- lane  were  much  more  saga- 
cious than  the  hon.  member  imagined, 
and  that  the  granting  or  denial  of  reform 
would  be  the  last  circumstance  that  could 
affect  the  price  of  com.  He  was  also  of 
opinion,  that  the  gentlemen  at  Mark-lane 
would  be  the  first  to  complain  of  a  reduc- 
don  of  taxation  to  an  extent  that  would 
injure  public  credit.  With  respect  to  the 
question  before  the  House,  he  was  always 
inclined  to  manifest  great  deference  to 
the  proceedings  of  any  public  meeting, 
but  he  could  not  admit  that  because  the 
meeting  which  voted  the  petition  was 
called  a  county  meeting,  it  therefore  re- 
presented the  collective  sentiments  of  the 
wisdom,  property,  and  education  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Lennard  said,  that  his  constituents 
felt  a  very  strong  interest  in  the  present 
petition.  The  meeting  had  been  convened 
in  consequence  of  a  requisition  signed  by 
all  parties.  Tliat  meeting  came  to  an 
unanimous  adoption  of  the  petition.  The 
result  of  such  a  meeting  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  a  lessor  to  the  hon.  member  for 
the  county  (Mr.  Gooch),  and  to  those 
other  members  of  that  House  who  did  not 
represent  venal  places. 

Mr.«/.  Macdwiald  observed,  that  the 
ill-timed  pleasantry  in  which  the  noble 
marquis  bad  indulged,  would,  he  did  not 
-doubt,  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  his 
«wn  mind,  but  it  would  be  viewed  with 
different  feelings  by  the  people  out  of 
doors,  who  were  anxiously  watching  the 
proceedings  of  that  House.  The  noble 
marquis  had  thought  fit  to  taunt  his  hon. 
friend,  the  member  for  Norfolk,  and  to 


allude  to  some  circumstances,  he  presum^i^ 
ed,  of  a  domestic  nature.  The  noble 
marquis  would  allow  him  to  say  that  his 
hon.  friend  held  a  place  in  the  esteem  and 
love  of  the  people  which  he  (the  marquis) 
had  never,  during  the  course  of  his  admi- 
nistration, enjoyed.  The  noble  marquis 
might  envy  the  love  of  the  people  which 
his  hon.  friend  possessed,  but  he  could  not 
deprive  him  of  it.  After  listening  to  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  member  for  Suf« 
folk,  he  had  almost  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  existed  within  the  walls  of 
that  House  some  spell  or  fascination.  The 
instant  honourable  members  entered  that 
House,  their  tone  became  changed,  and 
they  not  only  forgot  what  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  speaking  in  private,  but  even 
what  they  had  said  to  their  constituents 
at  county  meetings.  The  hon.  member, 
upon  presenting  the  petition,  had  said 
very  little  with  respect  to  the  meeting  at 
which  it  was  agreed  to.  He  had  said  it 
was  a  respectable  one.  Now  he  (Mr. 
M. )  was  present,  and  he  would  say  that 
the  word  **  respectable*'  alone  was  not  the 
epithet  which  ought  to  be  applied.  The 
meeting  consisted  of  between  6,000  and 
8,000  persons,  and  he  would  assert 
that  a  more  respectable  meeting  never 
was  held  in  that  county.  One  feeling 
pervaded  the  meeting;  namely,  that  the 
distresses  under  which  they  laooured  did 
not  arise  from  any  calamitous  visitation 
of  nature  or  Providence :  they  attributed 
it  to  political  mis-government,  and  to  that 
alone;  and  they  called  on  ministers  to 
firant  them  political  reparation.  They 
did  not  ask  the  House  for  any  artificial 
remedy  which  might  be  peculiarly  advan- 
tageous to  themselves.  They  desired  no- 
thing which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  grant,  consistently  with  public 
faith.  They  asked  the  most  uncompro* 
mising  and  unsparing  reduction  of  ex- 
penditure. They  also  prayed  for  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  heavy  burthen  of  taxation. 
They  added  that  such  an  alteration  in  the 
state  of  the  representation  was  necessaij* 
as  would  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  evils 
of  which  the^  complained ;  and  whether 
the^  were  right  or  wrong  in  the  view 
which  they  took  of  it,  the  noble  marquis, 
with  all  his  gaiety,  had  not  been  able  to 
impeach  the  solidity  of  their  reasoning  in 
favour  of  such  reform.  Afler  all  that 
passed  on  that  occasion,  af^er  all  the  pro- 
fessions and  promises  of  economy,  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  member  for  Suffolk — 
professions,  which  .were  loud  enough  to 
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fiU  the  market  pUce;  promisest  whidi 
•eenoed  to  assent  to  all  their  propositions, 
except  that  for  reform — what  be  would 
ask,  would  be  the  astonisbmeot  of  bis  con* 
stituents  at  finding  that  all  those  proouses 
bad  vanished  into  air?  What  would 
be  tlie  astonishment  of  those  persons  who 
attended  at  the  Suffolk  and  Norfolk 
meetii^Sv  to  find  that  the  two  gentlemen 
(Mr.  Gooch  and  Mr.  Wpdehouse)  whose 
votes  might  be  said  to  have  decided  the 
balance  in  favour  of  a  continuance  of  the 
salt  tas  were  the  very  individuals  who  on 
the  busUngs  in  tbeir  respective  counties  had 
been  the  loudest  in  favour  of  reduction  of 
taxes*  With  respect  to  his  hon. friend  (Mr. 
Gooch),  he  firmly  believed  that  be  did 
intend  to  fulfil  all  his  promises  at  the  time 
they  were  made;  but  be  afterwards  suf- 
fered himself  to  fall  into  the  trap  which 
was  laid  by  the  noble  marquis,  and  then 
be  found  that  the  public  faith  roust  be 
kept.  Now,  let  the  House  see  how  this 
case  stood.  Three  years  ago,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  excliequer,  the  celebrated 
recorder  of  resolutions — he  who  submit* 
ted  the  famous  anti^depreciation  resolu- 
tion —  came  down  with  a  resolution, 
that  it  was  necessary  there  should  be  a 
sinking  fund — he  whohad  annihilated  Mr, 
Pitt's  sinking  fund,  which  he  had  once  so 
onicb  praised.  He  (Mr.  M.)  did  not 
doubt  tne  efficacy  of  a  real  sinking  fund, 
when  it  arose  from  a  surplus  of  expendi- 
ture; but  then  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
let  to  work  by  an  artificial  system,  and 
after  imposing  a  tax  which  was  equal  to 
four  millions  in  the  present  day,  and  at 
the  very  time  that  he  was  sanctioning  a 
measure,  the  direct  and  necessary  effect 
of  which  was  the  increase  of  taxes  at  the 
present  time  by  nearly  ten  millions-*after 
all  these  artificial  means,  it  was  not  until 
the  present  year  that  the  ri^bt  hon.  gen- 
tleman found  he  had  what  might  be  ccdled 
a  sinking  fund.  Now,  during  all  this 
time,  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
bon.  member  for  Suffolk  ?  Did  he  not 
remember  having  voted  against  the  agri- 
cultural borae-tax,  when  be  used  the 
homely  adage  of  a  country  gentleman, 
that  **  a  man  could  get  no  more  from  a 
cat  than  its  skin."  Had  he  not  also  voted 
on  the  malt  tax  ?  Was  he  not  in  the  ma* 
jority  when  the  House  decided  against 
that  tax — a  decision  which,  by  the  way 
the  noble  marquis  had,  in  a  manner  un- 
exampled in  pariiament,  succeeded  in 
rescinding  s  but  all  this  time  the  hon. 
snember  had  no  feelioga  of  cooscience  on 
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the  subject  of  public  faith«  This  bad  not 
at  all  come  in  the  way  of  his  votes.  Bttt» 
down  came  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer with  a  repetition  of  his/ormer  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  the  sinking  fund, 
and  at  once  the  hon.  member  finds  that  it 
is  necessary  to  support  public  fsith,  and 
be  votes  for  the  continuance  of  the  salt- 
tax*  This  was  a  difficulty  from  which  the 
hon.  member  would  be  glad  to  be  re- 
leased ;  but  if  in  getting  out  of  it  he  should 
say  that  he  had  ^len  into  the  trap  of 
the  noble  marouis,  bis  situation  would  be 
worse  than  before :  for  though  the  noble 
marquis  had  been  understood  to  state  that 
the  sinking  fund  was  to  act  by  simple  iQ« 
terest,  and  the  produce  was  to  go  to  the 
reduction  of  taxation,  yet  it  was  soon 
seen,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  that 
whatever  impression  the  noble  marquis's 
statement  might  have  made  on  the 
House,  it  made  none  on  himself;  for  hav- 
ing probably  got  some  votes  by  it,  be  for- 
got it  himself,  and  it  afterwards  turned 
out,  that  the  simple  interest  was  no  longer 
to  be  thought  or,  nor  the  produce  to  go 
as  matter  of  course  to  reduce  taxatioo. 
The  hon.  member  for  Suffolk  could  iiot» 
therefore  get  out  of  bis  difficulty  in  that 
way.  There  was,  however,  one  way  whicia 
waa  still  left  open  for  him  to  get  out.  Let 
him  look  at  our  enormous  expenditure  ia 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which  waa 
increased  fourfold  since  1792:  let  him 
look  at  the  unmense  amount  <^  the  civil 
Ittt ;  let  him  look  at  the  other  branches 
of  our  annual  expenditure;  and  the*  let 
him  ask,  whether  a  doubt  could  exist  that 
it  would  not  be  competent  for  a  willing 
ministry  to  reduce  those  branches  by  as 
much  as  would  not  only  cover  the  sal^ 
tax,  but  also  the  taxes  on  leather  o& 
soap,  and  on  caudles  ?  But  then  minis- 
ters would  tell  the  hon.  member,  that  the^ 
could  not  go  on  with  the  govemment  if 
such  reductioiu  were  made.  Let  him  not 
trust  them  too  much.  They  said  the 
same  thing  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
perty tax.  They  sai^,*  last  year,  that 
if  seven  lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
not  kept  up,  let  others  manage  the 
public  affairs,  for  they  could  not.  But 
the  property-tax  was  abolished,  and  they 
had  done  without  it;  and  on  Friday  last, 
two  of  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
cut  off,  and  they  would  go  on  as  well 
without  tliera.  Let  the  House  resta^ 
sured,  that  if  reductions  on  a  much  burger 
scale  were  aiforced^  ministers  would  rail 
contrive  to  carry  on  thai  govemmeot,  jtisl 
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as  wen  aft  before.  With  respect  to  the 
cause  of  the  distress,  he  woald  say  that  a 
great  part  of  It  arose  from  that  fatal  mea* 
sure,  the  Bank  Restriction  act  of  1707, 
which  gave  rise  to  boundless  expenditure, 
and  extravagant  speculations.  But,  let 
the  causes  be  what  they  might,  the  House 
was  bound  to  give  a  remedy.  That  re- 
medy would  be  to  suit  the  demand  Co  the 
supply,  and  this  would  be  effected  by  a 
reduced  taxation,  for  what  was  taken 
flrora  taxation  was  always  given  to  con- 
sumption ;  and  what  was  thus  taken  might 
be  supplied,  he  would  say  by  the  magnum 
vecHgcUparsimonia,  He  admitted  that  it 
might  be  proper  to  keep  up  a  sinking 
fund ;  but  if  we  kept  the  public  debt  on  a 
decrease^  as  we  hitherto  had  on  an  in- 
crease, to  argue  whether  the  sinking  fund 
should  be  three,  four,  or  five  millions  was 
absurd,  so  long  as  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic creditor  was  paid.  This  was  clearly 
proved  by  what  had  already  taken  place : 
they  had  seen  that  consistent  financier  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  lay  hb  sacri- 
l^ious  hands  on  the  sinking  fund,  and  yet 
the  price  of  stocks  had  not  been  varied  by 
it  the  100th  part  of  a  fraction.  A  cla- 
mour had  been  raised  against  those  who 
objected  to  the  financial  plans  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman ;  but  those  against  whom 
it  was  so  raised  bad  as  much  regard  for 
the  security  of  public  credit  as  any  gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side.  They  believed 
that  it  could  not  exist  while  there  was  a 
pre-disposition  to  public  disturbance,  but 
that  its  best  and  firmest  basis  must  be  the 
ease,  repose,  and  contentment  of  the  peo- 
ple. 
The  Marquis  of  Londondeny,  in  ex- 

Slanation,  observed,  that  nothing  could 
ave  been  further  from  his  intention  than 
to  make  any  remark  that  was  calculated 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  member 
fbr  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Gooch  said,  that  the  hon.  member 
had  stated,  that  lie  had  pledged  himself  to 
the  repeal  of  certain  taxes.  Now  he 
beji^ed  to  say,  that  he  had  done  no  such 
thing.  All  he  had  said  was,  that  he  would 
vote  for  ^e  repeal  of  taxes,  wherever 
they  could  l^  taken  away  with  safety  to 
the  public  credit;  and  that  as  fast  as  our 
expenditure  could  be  reduced,  he  would 
support  the  reduction  of  taxation.  He 
thought  it  of  the  utmost  importance,  that 
fahh  should  be  kept  with  the  naUonal 
creditor ;  and  that  though  we  might  be  a 
poor,  we  ought  to  be  an  honest  nation. 
the  hon.  Boember  had  stated  that  the  pre- 


vailing opinion  of  the  people  of  England 
was,  that  a  reform  was  necessary.  That 
might  be  the  opinion  of  the  populace, 
influenced  by  speeches  in  and  out  of  that 
House,  but  he  did  not  believe  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  thinking  part  of  the  com- 
munity. In  the  other  assertion  of  the 
hon.  member,  he  was  inconsistent  with 
himself:  he  stated,  that  a  disposition  pre- 
vailed not  to  petition  that  House,  but  in' 
the  same  breath  he  described  a  meeting 
of  6,000  or  8,000  persons  assembled  for 
that  purpose.  As  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  should  conduct  himself  in  paritament^ 
he  wanted  not  the  hon.  member's  instruc- 
tion. As  long  as  the  freeliolders  of  Suffolk 
should  send  him  to  pariiament,  he  wouid 
discharge  his  duty,  without  fearing  the 
hand  of  power  or  the  clamour  of  party. 
The  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think  there 
was  somethlhg  so  fascinating  about  the 
noble  marquis  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  that  he  must  jield  to  them  on 
all  occasions.  <<  Thk,'*  continued  Mr. 
Gooch,  **  reminds  me  of  a  cii^cumstance 
which  occurred  to  me  a  short  time  back, 
and  which,  as  it  is  in  the  hon.  gentleman^a 
own  way,  I  shall  state  to  him.  I  was  out 
shooting  the  other  day  with  my  game- 
keeper, when  one  of  the  dogs  ran  afler  s 
hare,  which,  amongst  sportsmen,  is  a  great 
fault,  as  ^at  perhaps,  as  the  political  one 
with  which  I  am  charged  on  the  other 
sidct  I  said  to  the  gamekeeper  <  How'a 
this?'  He  answered,  *  Lord  bless  you,  sir, 
a  hare  is  the  most  enticing  of  all  vermin 
in  the  world,  except  a  woman.'  Now  I 
suppose  the  hon.  gentleman  would  say,. 
*^  except  the  noble  marquis  and  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.^  [A  laugh.] 
Ordered  to  Ke  on  the  table. 

Gbneral  Post  Office.]  Mr.  Hume 
said,  that  as  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  his  motion,  he  would  not  detain  the 
House  by  more  than  one  or  two  remarks. 
It  appeared  that  the  charge  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Post-office  amounted  to 
617,962/.;  and  wlien  such  a  sum  was 
paid,  the  House  oujzht  to  be  informed  of 
all  the  particulars  of  its  application.  The 
sum  which  he  had  just  mentioned  was 
more  than  a  third  of  the  enthre  revenue  of 
that  establishment  It  was  his  intention 
to  have  submitted  a  motion  respecting 
the  number  of  postmasters,  but  the  notice 
which  the  noble  lord  fNormanby)  had 
given  having  the  same  oDject,  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  House 
on  the  subject    In  aHudiiig  to  the  post*- 
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office,  be  begffed  to  be  understood  as  not 
objecting  to  the  geoeral  arrangeroeots  of 
that  department :  they  were  such  as  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the  gentleman 
(Mr.Freeh'ng)  who  directed  them*  There 
was  one  regulation,  by  which  newspapers 
were  sent,  nree  of  postage,  to  all  parts  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  but  this 
indulgence  did  not  extend  to  the  Colo- 
nies ;  for  the  post-office  charged  for  trans- 
mitting a  daily  paper,  the  whole  cost  of 
which  was  not  more  than  Sd.,  the  sum  of 
$1,  5s.  They  charged  4/.  4^.  for  a,  paper 
publuhed'three  times  a  week,  and  2l.2s. 
for  a  weekly  paper.  Those  sums  were 
not  paid  in  as  part  of  public  revenue,  but 
collected  and  paid  Into  a  separate  office 
as  fees,  which  were  afterwards  distributed 
among  the  clerks.  Now,  he  objected  to 
this  on  two  grounds.  In  the  first  place, 
he  thought,  that  the  remuneration  of  the 
clerks  in  public  offices  ought  to  be  by 
fixed  salaries,  and  not  by  fees ;  and  next, 
he  considered,  that  by  loading  a  news- 
paper with  such  heavy  duties,  a  check 
was  given  to  their  circulation,  and  there- 
by a  great  limitation  to  the  consumption 
of  stamps.  He  had  it  from  very  good 
authority,  that  if  this  tax  were  taken  off, 
the  circulation  of  newspapers  in  our  colo- 
nies would  be  increased  by  one  half— a 
most  important  consideration  in  point  of 
revenue.  Besides,  he  thought  the  colo- 
nies ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ; 
and  when  it  was  considered,  that  the 
packets  only  carried  letters  and  news- 
papers, the  increase  on  the  number  sent 
would  be  no  inconvenience.  Another 
point  which  he  thought  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  was  that  regula- 
tion by  which  the  foreign  papers  were 
nearly  excluded.  A  French  paper,  the 
priceof  which,  annually,  did  not  exceed 
72  francs,  or  about  3^,  would  cost  the 
person  who  receited  it  through  the  post- 
office  here,  a  sum  of  12^.  This  necessa- 
rily limited  their  circulation  here,  which 
he  was  satisfied  was  never  in  the  contem- 
plation of  ministers.  He  was  convinced 
that  by  an  alteration  of  the  regulations  in 
this  respect,  a  great  increase  would  be 
made  in  the  circulation  of  newspapers, 
and  thereby  a  considerable  addition  to 
the  revenue.  He  then  moved  for  <<an 
account  of  the  establishment  of  the  gene- 
ral post-office  for  the  year  1822,  the 
names  of  all  the  ofl|f  ers,  their  salaries, 
fees,  and  allowances,  where  those  salaries 
exceeded  lOM.  a  year,  stating  also  whether 


they  held  any  other  pensions  or  emolu- 
ments, and  also  the  number  of  those  who 
held  offices  under  100/.  a  year  i  &c.  &c.— 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  March  8. 
RoASTBD  Wheat— Breakfast  Pow- 
der.] The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  said, 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  to  what  he  considered  a  very 
important  constitutional  question,  involv- 
ing materially  the  rights  of  the  subject. 
He  alluded  to  the  prosecutions  instituted 
by  the  commissionera  of  Excise,  and  the 
penalties  levied,  for  selling  roasted  wheat, 
and  other  substances,  under  the  name  of 
breakfast  powder.  The  alleged  ground 
upon  whicn  these  prosecutions  had  beeiv 
instituted  was,  that  those  substances  were 
made  in  imitation  of  coffee,  and  that  their 
sale  tended  to  defraud  the  revenue.  It 
was  of  great  importance,  that  the  law 
upon  this  subject,  should  be  correctly 
ascertained ;  because,  if  the  commissioners 
of  Excise  had  the  power  of  preventing  the 
sale  of  any  article  of  food,  upon  the  plea* 
that  it  would  tend  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
other  articles  upon  which  a  duty  waa 
charged,  they  possessed  a  power  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  both  Houses  of  the  legis- 
lature; a  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
ought  at  all  times  to  be  watched  with  pe- 
culiar jealousy,  but  more  especially  at  the 
present  moment,  when,  if  roastad  wheat 
could  be  rendered  to  any  extent  an  article- 
of  food,  it  must  evidently  be  highly  bene- 
ficial to  a  numerous  class  of  persons  who- 
were  suffering  great  distress  from  the  de- 
pression of  the  market  for  that  commo-^ 
dity.  He  certainly  did  not  object  to  all 
legitimate  means  beinp;  resorted  to  by  the 
commissioners  of  Excise  for  the  protection 
of  the  revenue ;  but  it  was  of  tne  utmost 
importance,  that  their  power  should  not 
be  stretched  beyond  its  legitimate  bounds- 
He  would  move,  for  an  account  of  the 
prosecutions  instituted  by  order  of  the 
board  of  Excise,  for  the  selling  of  roasted 
wheat,  or  other  substances,  under  thft 
name  of  breakfast  powder. — Ordered. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  March  8. 
Banks  of  ENeLANO,   and   of  Irb- 
LAND.]    Mr.  Maberly  said,  that  the  pa- 
pers for  which  he  waa  about    to   move, 
were  necessary  to  show  die  high  rate  of 
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interest  paid  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  when 
contrasted  with  that  paid  to  the  Bank  o^ 
England.  While  the  Bank  of  England 
received  only  300^,  or  340/. ;  fur  every 
million  of  debt  which  it  managed,  he  un- 
derstood the  Bank  of  Ireland  received 
2,000^  upon  the  same  sum.  He  then 
moved  for  an  account  of  the  total  amount 
of  debt, due  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  funded 
and  unfunded,  of  the  periods  when  con- 
tracted, and  of  the  rate  of  interest  paid 
for  the  same. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  said,  he  had  always  under- 
stood, that  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  so  far 
from  receiving  2,000/!.  for  every  million  of 
debt  which  it  managed,  absolutely  received 
nothing. 

Sir  J,  Newport  reminded  the  House, 
that  when  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
was  renewed  in  1808,  one  of  the  con- 
ditions was,  that  it  should  lend  to  the 
public  1,000,000/.  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  interest,  and  that  it  should  tlience- 
forward  manage  the  public  debt  gratui- 
tously. 

Mr,  Pearse  said,  that  no  comparison 
could  fairly  be  made  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Bank  of  England  and  that  of  Ire- 
land* The  practice  of  contrasting  the 
charges  made  by  the  one  with  those  made 
by  the  other,  was  extremely  invidious. 
While  the  Bank  of  England  had  a  spe- 
cific engagement  for  managing  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  whilst  it  lent  its  money  to 
the  goveroo^ent  at  3  per  cent.,  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  was  enabled  to  lend  its  money 
to  the  same  quarter  at  5  per  cent.  If  that 
difference  of^interest  were  taken  into  con- 
sideration, the  balance  would  be  found  to 
be  much  in  favour  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
It  mattered  very  little,  whether  it  was  in 
the  shape  of  management,  or  of  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  that  the  respective  Banks 
received  their  emoluments.  If  the  Bank 
of  England  were  to  receive  the  same  inte- 
rest, on  the  money  which  it  had  advanced 
to  government,  as  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
did,  its  emoluments  would  be  more  than 
2,000/.  for  every  million  of  debt  it  ma- 
naged. Besides,  the  Bank  of  England 
had  given  large  premiums  to  the  public 
01)  various  occasions  when  its  charter  had 
been  renewed,  whereas  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land had  given  nothing,  but  had  entered 
into  terms  with  government:  indeed,  in 
the  last  30  ^ears  it  had  paid  upwards  of 
4,000,000/.  m  the  shape  of  premiums.  He 
had  said  thus  mucn,  because  he  felt 
Strongly  -  tba  insinuations  thrown  out 
•gainst  the  Bank  of  England.  Tboogh 
VOL.  VI. 


a  director,  he  had  no  great  personal  inte« 
rest  in  the  profits  of  the  Bank;  for,  to 
confess  the  truth,  he  had  not  much  more 
Bank  stock  than  was  necessary  to  give 
him  a  qualification.  Indeed,  upon  seeing 
the  effects  of  the  war,  he  had  made  it  a 
point  of  honour  not  to  increase  his  stock 
beyond  the  amount  which  he  possessed 
upon  first  entering  into  the  direction. 
The  hon.  member  ror  Portarlington  had, 
upon  a  former  occasion,  asserted,  that 
the  directors  had  scarcely  ability  enough 
to  perform  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  intrusted ;  but  he  (  Mr.  P. )  preferred 
the  opinion  of  the  proprietors  of  Bankr 
stock,  who  elected  them  annually,  to  all 
the  theories  of  modern  philosophers  on 
the  subject.  Neither  theory  nor  specu- 
lation would  do  for  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  and 
he  would  say  then,  what  he  had  often 
said  before,  that  those  who  had  been 
intrusted  with  the  management  of  them, 
had  never  been  influenced  by  anv  thing, 
but  the  most  honest  and  honourable  inten- 
tions. During  the  long  war  in  which  the 
country  had  been  engaged,  the  Bank, 
though  it  had  made  frequent  advances  to 
government  to  enable  them  to  pursue  it 
with  energy,  had  never  lost  either  its  cre- 
dit or  its  character ;  and  those  gentlemen 
who  had  been  recently  across  the  water, 
could  bear  witness,  that  the  credit  and 
character  of  the  Bank  was  at  the  present 
moment  in  the  highest  estimation  among 
the  nations  of  the  continent. 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  that  whenever  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  was  brought  before 
the  notice  of  the  House,  he  should  think 
it  his  duty  to  speak  of  it  as  he  thought 
and  felt.  With  regard  to  the  directors, 
he  was  willing,  at  all  times,  to  give  them 
full  credit  for  honesty  of  intention ;  but 
he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  they  had 
at  different  times  involved  the  country  in 
considerable  difficulties.  He  persisted  in 
saying,  that  the  Bank  restriction  act 
which  was  passed  in  1797,  might  have 
been  unattended  with  detriment  to  the 
country,  had  the  directors  known  how  to 
mana|;e  their  own  concerns.  But,  not 
knowmg  how  to  manage  them  upon  true 
principles,  they  had  issued  a  quantity  of 
paper  w  large  as  to  depreciate  its  own 
value;  and  to  recover  from  that  deprecia- 
tion, the  country  had  found  it  necessary 
to  undergo  a  painfbl  process,  which,  had 
been  the  cause  of  a  great  pact  of  the  pre- 
sent distress*  Even  since  the  year  1819, 
the  Bank  bad  committed  a  great  error  in 
3  S 
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its  eagetnets  to  provide  «o)d«  Tlmt  error 
they  confessed  themsaves,  when  they 
oflft»*ed  to  lend  government  4,000,000». 
Such  an  offer  he  took  to  be  a  specific 
'confessioQ  of  error,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a 
declaration  that  they  had  amassed  more 

fold  than  was  necessary,  and  by  so  doing 
ad  aggravated  the  evils  under  which  the 
country  suffered.  As  to  the  plan  of  the 
Bank  lending  4,000,00(W.  to  the  govern- 
ment, he  viewed  it  with  some  degree  of 
fear,  because  the  directors  had  convinced 
him  by  their  conduct  that  they  did  not 
know  what  they  were  about.  If  thet 
thought  they  could  issue  either  4,000,000f  • 
of  gold  coin,  or  even  of  paper,  without 
withdrawing  the  gold  com  from  circu- 
lation, they  were  mightily  mistaken.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  the  currency  could 
not  irasorb  it,  and  therefore  it  roust  go 
isbroad. 

Mr.  Oumey  said,  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  to  all  who  heard  him,  that  while 
the  Bank  of  England  conducted  their 
own  affairs  they  went  on  very  pros- 
perously; and  that  it  was  only  when  they 
were  interfered  with  by  theorists  and 
Speculators  that  they  experienced  any 
thinj;  like  distress. 

Mr.  Manck  agreed,  as  to  the  mischief 
which  the  Bank  had  occastoned  to  ite 
public,  but  could  not  concur  in  thinking 
that  they  did  not  know  how  to  manage 
their  own  affiurs.  Did  the  House  recol- 
kct  the  advantage  which  the  Bank  had 
taken  of  the  Restriction  act  ?  That  act, 
when  it  was  passed,  was  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  Its  duration 
was  Kmited  to  three  mouths.  But  it  was 
found  so  convenient  to  gentlemen  in  busi- 
ness, to  the  merchants  and  roanufactureiv, 
and  to  the  Bank  of  England,  that  great 
reluctance  was  expressed  to  repeal  it.  It 
was  continued,  therefore,  during  the  war; 
and  although  iu  duration  was  limited  to 
six  months  after  the  return  of  peace,  so 
unwiHing  were  the  Bank  to  return  to  caiAi 
|)ayments,  that  nothing  short  of  the  posi- 
tive declaration  of  that  Houre  could  have 
induced  diem  to  do  it.  At  the  time  of 
the  restriction,  the  whole  amount  of  Ibe 
Bank  paper  in  circulation  was  eight  mil- 
lions. But  during  the  war,  they  raised 
that  amount  to  thirty-three  millions.  By 
this  conduct,  the  paper  was  depreciated 
S5  per  cent  as  respected  gold,  and  50  per 
cent,  as  respected  olher  commodities. 
Now,  what  did  the  directors  do  during  the 
suspension  of  cash  payments  i  They  lent 
thenr  money  right  and  left  to  gOTemmeot 


In  that  depreciatod  cur  fancy ;  and  tiowy 
in  consequence  of  the  resumption  of  oaali 
payments,  the  Bank  received  m  good  kard 
money,  what  they  had  knt  in  wortblcM 
and  depreciated  paper.  The  result,  then* 
fore,  proved,  that  they  knew  perfecdj 
well  how  to  manage  their  own  affam.  tn 
1797,  Bank  stocS  was  190  per  cent;  It 
had  now  risen  to  880.  But  that  wu  not 
all.  In  the  course  of  that  time,  they  bid 
given  to  the  proprietors  three  or  foor 
bonusses  of  5  and  10  per  cent.  Three  or 
four  vears  ago  an  act  was  also  pasaed, 
allowing  the  Bank  to  add  85  per  cent,  to 
their  capital.  Was  there  ever  an  instance 
of  any  merdiant,  or  body  of  merchants, 
making  so  immense  a  profit  in  so  short  n 
space  of  time  ?  And  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  it  was  made  at  Uie  expence  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  T.  fFsboTi  reminded  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  what  he  called  a  superfluity 
of  paper-money  had  raised  the  price  of 
com  and  of  rents.  It  was  difficult  to  say, 
if  the  restriction  on  cash  payments  in  1 797'» 
had  not  taken  place,  how  affairs  wrould 
have  gone  on.  Certain  it  was,  that  th6 
war  could  not  have  been  maintained  with 
the  energy  which  brought  it  to  ao  succesa* 
M  a  close ;  and  some  of  the  gentlemen 
opposite  would  assuredly  not  have  enjoyed 
the  high  rents  which  they  had  been  recei- 
ving. The  Bank  had  invarid^Iy  conducted 
themselves  throoffhout  the  contest  in  con* 
fbrmity  to  the  wishes  of  government  [hear, 
hear !  j  ;  and  witb  a  view  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 

Mr.  Manning  declared,  that  when  tbe 
Bank  restriction  of  cash  payments  bad 
been  enacted,  it  had  been  enacted  for 
only  a  limited  period.  P^riiament  had, 
however,  thought  fit  to  continue  it,  not- 
withstanding a  resolution  of  the  court  of 
directors,  expressing  their  wish  and  power 
to  resume  payments  in  specie.  He  should 
abstain  from  any  invidious  comparison 
between  the  Banks  of  England  and  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  though 
nothing  was  charged  for  the  mansgement 
of  the  Irish  debt,  yet  the  difference  be^ 
tween  the  interest  at  5  and  at  S  per  cent 
was  an  advantage  of  98,0001.  a  year  to  the 
Bank  of  Irelan£  If  the  Bank  of  Eoghttd 
were  allowed  the  same  rate  of  interest  that 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  was,  it  would  willingly 
transact  the  national  debt  without  any 
charge,  since  it  would  gain  40,000/.  a  year 
by  toe  exchange. 

Mr.  Grenf3l  assured  the  boa.  di« 
roctor  (Mr.  Peorae)  that  ha  had  n^ 
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mtmkt  any  tbing  persoDal  in  an j  obtervi^ 
Imh  he  bad  niad%  the  difeetort  had  re- 
peatedly told  hiflft  thai  they  had  no  perso- 
•al  iolerests  to  terre,  and  he  fiiUy  bdieved 
then  when  they  told  htm  ao.  fiiut»  aever^ 
theleif ,  whether  they  were  infltieDced  br 
persooal  motmt,  or  by  the  oaths  which 
they  toak  to  the  Bank  proprietect»  to  pr»- 
Ittote  their  Interests  to  the  utmost,  the  ef- 
lisct  bad  been  the  adoption  of  roeasnres 
fiital  to  the  interests  of  the  coontry»  and 
mrodttCti?e  of  enormous  pro6ts  to  the  Bank. 
From  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  Bank 
Into  a  public  oorporationy  down  to  the 
year  17979  which  was  about  a  century,  the 
wtftole  amount  of  (he  profiu  had  never  ex* 
oeeded  7  per  cent,  and  such  a  thing  as  a 
bonus  baa  never  been  beard  of.  Now  he 
siated*  as  a  Bank  proprietor,  that  from 
the  year  1797  he  bad  alwm  received  7 
per  cent  upon  bis  canitaL  That,  however, 
was  the  kost  part  of  his  profit.  Hededa- 
ted— and  he  challenged  any  Bank  director 
lo  contradict  the  d^aration— that,  from 
the  year  1797  down  to  the  present  time 
and  during  aU  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
hrf  the  advantages  arising  from  the  restrie- 
tion  act,  from  Uie  public  balanees,  and  the 
high  charge  for  the  maoM^ment  of  the 
(Nmlic  debt,  the  property  of  the  Bank  had 
moreased  and  improved  to  the  enormous 
sum  .of  a(MX)0,OOC^  sterling.  Thai  state- 
aseni  he  challenged  the  whole  court  of  di* 
vectors  Ce  deny.  The  boa.  director  appo- 
site bad  taken  great  credit  for  the  services 
which  the  Bank  had  rendered  the  govern- 
ment during  the  war.  That  the  Bank  had 
always  been  ready  to  advance  money  to 
l^e  government,  he  did  not  doubt;  but  it 
was  owing  to  the  restriction  act  that  they 
were  enabled  to  do  so.  Beadcs  they  had 
never  advanced  a  single  sixpence  without 
being  very  battdsoeaely  paia  for  it.  He 
had  now  been  a  member  of  parliament 
twenty  years;  and  daring  that  time  he 
had  voted  ^^ainst  every  motion  fm  the 
eontiaaaace  of  the  Bank  restrictioA  act. 
But,  from  1797,  down  to  1819,  never  had 
one  Book  director  voted  along  with  him. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had,  one  and  ail, 
up  to  the  very  last  hour,  fought  hard  to 
pcwvenl  the  resumption  of  cash  payments. 
U  was,  therefore,  a  aK>ckery  to  say  that 
the  Bank  of  Enghmd  bed  always  shown 
m  anxiety  to  resuaae  its  payments  in 
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The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Navy  Fivb  Pxb  Cshts  Bii.l.1    Mr. 
I^iAiAglao  mored  the  prdor  of  tie  day, 


for  (mAer  consideriDg  the  report  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  observed,  that  there  were 
so  many  important  codsideratians  arising 
out  of  the  present  question,  that  it  was 
extremdy  desirable  thst  the  discussion 
should  be  conducted  in  the  presence  dT  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was  at 
once  best  acquainted  with,  and  most  res« 
ponsible  for,  the  arrangements  upon  this 
subject.  He  need  not  say,  therefore,  that 
be  much  regretted  his  absence^  as  weU  as 
the  cause  of  it.  As  to  the  power  of 
parliament  to  pay  off  the  5  per  cents,  they 
beine  dedarecC  by  an  act  of  the  d7th  of  the 
late  king,  irredeemable  until  25,000^000/; 
in  some  other  description  of  slock  should 
be  redeemed  and  paid  off.  A  doubt,  there<« 
fore,  might  present  itself  with  regard  to 
the  eeacUtions  on  which  the  holders  of  the 
5  per  cents  had  subscribed  to  purchase 
their  annuities.  When  this  point  was  6rsl 
started,  he  had  been  stroi^ly  inclined  to 
think  it  amounted  to  very  litUe ;  but,  the 
more  frequently  he  had  read  the  clause^ 
the  more  he  had  reflected  on  its  import^ 
the  clearer  was  Us  oenvietioB,  that  it  was 
a  case  which  parHansent  was  bound  to  con- 
sider. The  language  of  these  different 
acts  expressly  provided,  that  whatever 
amouot  of  exohctquer  bills  sho^d  be  fun* 
ded  from  time  to  time,  and  whatever  ope« 
rations  should  be  carried  in  the  4  and  9 
per  cents,  the  5  per  cent  annuities  should 
continue  irredeensable,  until  tli^  period 
when  25,000/)00^  of  Other  stock  should 
be  paid  off.  It  might  be  difficult  to  decide 
upon  the  meaning  of  this  clause ;  but  at 
mst  it  was  drawn  up  in  terms  that  ought 
not  on  this  occasion  to  be  pasted  over 
suk  siUntio.  It  did  not  become  the  House 
to  give  this  question  the  go-by :  it  deser-^ 
ved  parliamentary  notice,  before  they  pro# 
nounoed  so  jevere  a  sentence  on  those  who, 
on  the  faith  of  former  acts,  had  invested 
their  property  in  these  5  per  cent  annuitier. 
He  knew  it  would  be  said,  that  the  clause 
in  question  referred  to  the  purchases  of  the 
commissioners  for  liquidatwg  the  national 
debt.  But,  large  as  might  be  the  sum 
already  redeemed  by  the  sinking  fund,  it 
was  not  paid  off;  on  the  contrary,  it 
had  only  shifted  hands.  It  was  not  at  the 
disposal  of  parliament,  in  the  tense  underf 
stood  by  the  act  of  1797.  The  pripciple 
of  compound  interest  upon  which  the  sink- 
inff  fond  hsd  been  first  established  was, 
indeed,  broken  in  upon;  but  the  words 
"  redeemed  and  paid  off"  remained  am- 
biguoiw.    The  question  was  full  of  difficul- 
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ties,  and  was  entitled  to  serious  considera* 
tion.  When  Mr.  Pelham  proposed  his 
measure,  its  object  was  stated  to  be  **  to 
pay  off  a  certain  description  Of  stock,  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  on  which  it  had 
been  purchased/'  The  great  difficulty  in 
the  execution  of  Mr.  Pefham's  plan  arose 
from  the  large  quantities  of  stock  held  by 
some  of  the  great  companies,  and  amongst 
them,  by  the  East  India  company.  They 
held  4,200,000/.  of  which  1,000,000/.  was 
in  the  S  per  cents,  and  they  contended, 
that  they  neld  this  latter  on  the  legal  con- 
dition, that  the  4  per  cents  should  not  be 
reduced  unless  a  similar  proceeding  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  3  per  cents. 
When  the  objection  was  brought  forward, 
the  attorney-general  of  that  day  expressed 
his  opinion,  that  the  House  was  bound  to 
interfere  by  a  resolution ;  and  he  himself 
submitted  one  that  might  have  the  effect 
of  deciding  the  point.  It  was  declared  by 
the  House,  that  notice  was  equally  due  in 
both  instances.  He  mentioned  this  cir- 
cumstance in  order  to  show  that  the  mea- 
sure was  considered  in  every  light ;  that 
no  important  objection  was  pas^  over ; 
and  that  no  man  interested  was  left  with- 
out a  distinct  understanding  of  the  course 
that  was  to  be  pursued.  He  was  not  now 
offering  any  opmion  on  the  true- interpre- 
tation of  the  clause  he  had  cited;  alt  he 
wished  was,  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
coming  to  some  judgment  respecting  it. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
greatly  surprised  him  by  saying,  that  in 
the  preparation  of  his  scheme  he  had 
closely  followed  the  example  of  Mr.  Pel- 
ham.  Now,  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  read  all  the 
documents  he  could  find  on  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Pelham's  plan,  and  he  must  declare 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  no  two  things 
more  dissimilar,  than  that  plan  and  the 
project  under  discussion.  The  history  of 
the  former  proceeding  was  briefly  this. 
The  king's  speech  on  opening  the  session 
laid  a  foundation  for  the  measure,  by  re- 
commending a  new  arrangement  of  the 
interest  payable  on  national  debts,  **  strict 
regard  being  paid  to  public  faith  and  pri- 
vate property."  This  languaee  was  deem- 
ed so  essential,  that  it  was  arterwards  in- 
troduced and  made  part  of  the  bill  for  car- 
rying his  majesty's  reconunendations  into 
effect.  Mr.  Pelliam's  bill  likewse  provided, 
that  every  holder  of  4  per  cent  stock 
should  have  the  optbn  of  receiving  S^  per 
cent  for  seven  years,  and  3  per  cent  at  the 
expiration  of  that  period.  No  threat  was 
made  use  of|  no  induceo^eat  was  brought 
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finward  of  an  indirect  nature,  Mr.  PeUMua 
relied  on  the  good  sense  of  the  subscri- 
bers ;  and  when  it  was  remembered  what 
was  at  that  time  the  state  of  the  money 
market,  that  commerce  was  eminenUy 
flourishing,  and  that  tbe  S  per  cents  were 
at  101,  a  fairer  proposition  could  hardly 
have  been  submitted.  Yet,  with  all  these 
advantages,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  Pelhaas, 
that  justice  to  the  holders  of  the  four  per 
cents  required  that  they  should  not  be 
subjected  to  a  compulsory  process  without 
sufficient  notice,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
let  down  gradually.  He  ( Mr.  T. )  did  nos 
assert  that  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer's proceeding  was  aeainst  law; 
but  he  maintained,  that  every  bolder  of  & 
per  cent  stock  should  have  the  means  cHf 
knowing,  and  time  for  reflecting  on  the 
terms,  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  Imn 
either  to  accept  a  lower  interest,  or  to 
take  back  his  capital.  When  he  considered 
who  man^  of  those  individuals  were  upon 
whom  this  measure  was  to  operate,  he  saw 
additional  reason  for  granting  every  possi- 
ble indulgence ;  and,  putting  4lie  mildest 
interpretation  on  the  conditions  to  whidi 
the  subscribers  originally  referred.— By 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Pelham,  a  period  of  three 
months  was  allowed  to  the  stockholdera 
for  conrideration,  and  within  that  time  a 
great  many  acceded  to  the  terms;  but 
others  rejected  them.  The  minister  did 
not  happen  to  be  in  vogue  in  the  city; 
and  amongst  those  who  held  out  were  the 
Bank,  the  East  India  company,  the  South 
sea  comnany,  and  other  corporations. 
Let  the  House,  however,  consider  wliat 
followed.  When  these  great  bodies  altered 
their  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  intima- 
ted,  after  the  lapse  of  the  three  months 
notice,  their  readiness  to  accept  the  prof- 
fered terms,  the  chancellor  of  theexdie* 
quer  of  that  day  said,  <«  No,  you  have 
thought  proper  to  hold  out,  and  are  not 
entitled  to  the  same  conditions  as  those 
who  decided  within  a  given  period ;  instead 
of  the  seyen  years,  durine  which  they  have 
acquired  a  claim  to  an  additional  half  per 
cent  interest,  you  shall  i^ceive  it  but  for 
five  years ;  at  the  end  of  which  the  full  re* 
duction  shall  take  place."  Now,  he  (Mr. 
T. )  could  perceive  nothing  hard  or  unfair  in 
this  part  of  the  transaction ;  and  the  differ- 
ence  between  it,  when  viewed  altogether* 
and  the  proceeding  now  before  them* 
was  as  marked  as  the  difference  between 
Hght  and  darkness.  By  this  proceeding, 
a  stockholder  if  he  did  not  express  h|a 
dissent  between  the  4th  and  the  16th  4if 
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Marchy  this  present  month,  wis  to  be  as- 
samed  as  having  assented.  To  him  this 
seemed  a  most  barefaced  proposition.  He 
was  not  hinaself  a  holder  of  5  per  cent 
stocky  and  bad,  therefore,  an  interest  with 
the  community  at  large  to  the  extent  of 
such  degree,  (and  he  feared  it  would  be 
a  small  one)  as  this  measure  should  ope- 
rate to  reduce  general  taxation.  But  he 
thought  it  most  unfair  to  treat  the  public 
creditor  in  this  manner.  He  was  called 
on  to  give  a  direct  negative ;  or  in  failure 
of  so  doing,  was  to  be  Keld  to  answer  in 
the  affirmative.  If  he  did  not  say  "  no,'' 
be  was  to  be  concluded  as  saying  **  ay,'* 
and  was  to  find  himself  all  at  once  a  sub- 
scriber to  a  new  stock.  Let  them  con- 
sider, toO)  what  efecis  must  be  produced 
in  Ireland  by  this  proceeding,  as  it  was 
ROW  framed.  The  Irishman  was  to  be 
subjected  to  a  new  and  different  process. 
There  was  a  clause  which  involved  Irish 
debentures  bearing  5  per  cent  interest^ 
wkbin  the  operation  of  the  bill ;  these  de- 
bentures  being  only  a  species  of  currencv> 
and  purchased,  as  exchequer  bills  might 
be»  for  temporary  convenience.  The  hol- 
ders of  them,  who  might  never  have  in- 
tended to  purchase  stock  at  alU  would 
now  find  suddenly  that  diey  bad  become 
subscribers  to  annuities  at  4  per  cent. 
How  was  the  Irishman  to  signify  his  dis- 
approbation of  the  measure,  or  prevent 
this  conversion  of  himself  into  a  fundhol- 
der  ?  He  could  not  communicate  a  shake 
of  the  head  by  the  telegraph ;  and  yet, 
unless  he  could  devise  some  method  al- 
most as  rapid,  his  dissent  might  be  too 
late.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  treat 
the  subject  ludicrously ;  and  what  he  bad 
just  said  was,  he  believed,  fairly  illustra- 
tive of  the  precipitation  with  which  it  was 
attempted  to  push  forward  this  under- 
taking. It  constituted,  in  his  opinion,  a 
serious  grievance  to  the  proprietors ;  and 
this  was  not  lessened  by  the  observation 
that  it  was  the  only  way  of  bringing  the 
business  to  an  end.— He  had  heard  com- 
pliments paid  to  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  on  .the  dexterity  he  had  dis- 
played in  the  conduct  of  this  measure. 
His  surprise  was  considerable  at  hearing 
complimenu  of  this  kind,  and  at  finding 
that  the  «<  dexterity  "  of  a  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  in  money  matters  should 
be  deemed  a  fit  subject  for  applause.  It 
seemed  to  him  very  obvious,  that  the 
twelve  davs  proposed  by  this  arraoffement 
were  much  too  short  a  period  to  satisfy  all 
Hie  denaads  of  justice,  and  all  the  exigen* 


oes  of  the  case.  Parties  conversant  in 
money  transactions,  and  quick  in  the  dis- 
cernment of  their  own  interest,  might 
form  a  sound  judgment  immediately ;  but, 
in  other  cases,  the  deduction  of  \6s.  from 
5/.  must  form  so  serious  a  loss  as  to  inspire 
the  utmost  apprehension  and  alarm.  Sup- 
pose a  poor  woman  subsisting  on  an 
annuity  of  40/.  in  the  5  per  cents,  and  at 
present,  by  the  aid  of  that  provision,  en- 
joving  comparative  ease  and  comfort. 
This  deduction  of  I6s.  from  every  5/. 
might  reduce  her  to  compsrafive  wretch- 
edness, and  deprive  her  or  all  that  comfort 
which  was  her  bare  allotment  before. 
How  could  an  individual  so  situated  be 
expecred  in  a  few  days  to  make  up  her 
mind  on  a  question  that  was  to  decide  her 
future  happiness?  Yet  if  she  hesitated— 
if  her  anxiety  led  her  to  consult  Coo  many 
of  her  friends  and  neighbours  on  the 
course  which  it  was  most  adviseable  for 
her  to  pursue — the  thne  limited  might 
elapse,  and  she  would  no  longer  have  a 
discretion  to  exercise. — But  there  was 
another  ground  of  objection,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  quite  unanswerable.  They 
were  informed  by  the  king's  speech,  on 
opening  the  session,  that  negotiations 
were  pending  between  other  countries, 
which  might  eventuaUy  lead  to  a  distur- 
bance of  the  peace  of  Europe.  As  he 
could  not  believe  the  House  was  incKned 
to  take  any  advantage  of  the  stockholder, 
he  alhlded  to  this  subject  as  affording  one 
proof  that  the  time  assigned  was  not  suf^' 
ficient  for  reasonable  purposes.  The  pas- 
sage to  which  he  alluded  was  that  respec- 
ting the  situation  of  Turkey  and  Russia. 
What  was  now  the  relative  situation  of 
those  powers?  The  speech  said— « My 
endeavours  have  been  directed  in  con- 
junction with  my  allies,  to  a  settlement 
of  the  differences  which  have  unfortunately 
prevailed  between  the  Court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  I 
have  reason  to  entertain  hopes  that  these 
differences  have  been  satisfactorily  adjust 
ted.'^  Was  it  too  much  to  ask  for  a 
month  or  two,  in  order  to  know  the  result 
of  these  negotiations?  If  it  should  be 
peace,  no  injury  could  be  done  to  either 
party;  but  if  war  were  to  follow,  the 
proprietors  of  the  stock  in  question  might 
comphun  most  justly  that  they  had  beien 
swindled.  To  some  delay  they  were  en- 
titled ;  and  as  the  season  was  advancing^ 
a  moderate  delay  would  probably  suffice. 
Neither  had  parliament  yet  come  to  m 
final  determinatiott  with  regard  to  Ae 
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Binkiog  fund;  aad  «11  woald  adaiit  that, 
irhatever  it  wat»  it  mutt  neoetsarily  influ- 
ence the  price  of  stocks.  Unlm  this 
were  the  case,  their  late  discussiea  bad 
been  a  mere  waste  of  tiont.  Here  was  a 
Qomplicated  question;  and  those  who 
were  to  exercise  a  judgment  upon  it  should 
be  enabled  to  exercise  it  dbcreetlj. 
They  ought  to  know  whether  a  fund  ci 
SfiOOfiOOL  was  to  accumulate  at  com- 
pound interest  or  not;  for  this  was  an 
issue  that  might  constitute  a  difiesent 
Value  of  the  funds.  Again,  Mr.  Pelham 
paid  off  his  dissenters  at  once ;  but  by  the 
new  mode,  they  were  to  be  taken  nome- 
lically,  the  pavment  to  take  place  as  par* 
liament  should  hereafter  provide.  But, 
would  not  the  inevitable  conseauence  of 
such  an  arrangement  be,  that  those  who 
were  inclined  to  dissent,  wouU  pestpone 
that  step  till  the  last  hour?  He  did  not 
touch  on  these  details  in  order  to  raise 
captious  objections  s  be  took  his  stand 
upon  a  broad  principle,  that  there  wu  a 
necessity  for  allowing  oKNre  time  for  the 
execution  of  this  measure.  Interest  at  5 
per  cent  was  to  conu'noe  payable  till  the 
5th  of  July  t  the  expence  would  be  the 
same,  and  he  could  imagine  no  good 
reason  for  hastening  its  progress.  Unlesa 
mmburs  felt  that  sj^me  senous  event  was 
Ukely  to  intervene^  which  wotdd  induce 
people  to  refuse  their  subscriplioa  to  the 
new  stock,  he  could  not  conceive  the 
flsoiive  for  such  precipitation.  On  the 
anbject  of  the  previous  redemptioa  ef 
26,000,0001.  of  other  stock,  he  thought 
the  House  should  express  seme  opinion. 
Did  tht  moble  lord  believe  in  those  state* 
menu  of  our  srowmg  prosperity  which  he 
bad  recently  broucht  forward  ?  If  he  did, 
the  country  would  gain,  rather  than  lose, 
by  the  delay  recommended.  If  the  noble 
lord  did  not,  and  if  the  whole  wasafiillaqr 
intended  to  hdp  on  a  system  of  mam^e- 
meat,  and  promote  the  seduction  of  decay 
ducks,  if  our  prosperity  was  rather  en  tfale 
decline  than  otherwise,  and  this  was  an 
artffice  designed  to  conceal  or  repair  it, 
such  considerations  might  liiimtfi  suffi- 
cient reason  to  the  noble  lord  lor  this 
proceeding,  but  he  did  not  entry  him  the 
enjovment  of  ic 

Mr.  iMiUngtoM  said,  that  ob  the  ques- 
tion of  Ifigal  competencyr  the  answer  was 
iflsmadiaie  and  sabsfactory.  By  tbe  5Srd 
of  the  late  king,  il  was  dedased,  thai  the 
2S8h00(VQ0Q(.  then  atandiof  in  the 
ef  Ike  commissionars  oC  the  ainUng 
imM  be  consideeed  as  sa  mnck . 
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terial  advantage  of  the  proposed  mnrnm^ 
meot  was,  iu  departure  uom  the  plan 
adopted  bv  Mr.  Pelhamt  A  reference  to 
the  histoiy  of  that  period  would  show 
that  great  diSculUea  arose  from  the  delay 
which  was  then  allowed.  The  queatioa 
then  simply  was,  whether  the  proposed 
terms  were  consistent  with  good  fiutb^ 
and  with  the  principles  of  justice.  Foe 
every  lOOL  6  per  cent  stock,  105/.  4  pec 
cent  stock  was  offisred;  or  the  holder  bad 
the  option  of  receiving  his  capital.  It 
was  impossible  that  any  great  length  of 
time  oould  be  requisite  br  deciding  on  m 
question  like  this.  For  those  who  wera 
absent  and  at  a  distance,  ample  time 
would  be  given;  but  dela^  te  tbosa 
at  home  would  only  furnish  a  more 
extended  opportimity  for  gambling  and 
speculation. 

Mr.  ElUce  said,  the  declarations  of  the 
House  ia  the  year  IBIS  were  now  repre- 
sented as  conclusive  with  respect  to  the 
act  of  the  S7th  of  the  late  kmg ;  but  at 
that  period  gevemsoent  was  d^rous  of 
altering  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fbod» 
although  they  were  now  toM^  in  18S2; 
that  an  immense  amount  of  the  3  per  centa 
had  been  paid  off  since  1797.  If  the  act 
meant  a  bimajide  reduction  of  the  3  or  4 
per  cents  to  the  amount  of  85,00a/XX)l., 
theo  was  the  5  per  cent  proprietor  en- 
tiUed  to  expect  that  a  measure  of  thia 
kind  should  be  first  applied  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  light  hon.  gentleman  had 
said,  that  for  three  years  previous  to.  Mr, 
Pelham's  reduction,  the  stocks  continued 
high«  At  present,  it  could  not  be  said 
they  were  long  ia  such  a  state;  nor  did 
the  existing  condition  of  Europe  at  all 
resemble  that  In  Mr.  Pdbam's  time.  Mr« 
Pelham  gate  several  months  lor  conside- 
ratien,  but  the  present  chancellor  of  tbe 
exdiequer  only  allowed  16^  or  more  pro- 
peiljr  speaking,  12  days,  and  gave  as  his 
apology  for  Cbat  shortness  of  time,  the 
smguiar  reason,  that  if  longer  tane  were 
allowed,  it  would  give  rise  to  individual 
speculatioa.  Let  the  House  look  at  the 
situation  in  which  particular  stockholders 
were  placed  by  the  shortness  of  notk^ 
Suppose  the  case  ef  a  holder  residing  ]m 
the  nortb  of  Ea^and  or  Scotland ;  he  baa 
only  tkne  to  transmit  his.  decisioa  at  oooet 
so  as  te  readi  town  withia  the  specified 
period,  and  he  writes  to  his  agent  upon 
dm  fifst  iatknatkNi  of  tbe  ternss,  not  to 
dissent.  Suppose  that,  befisse  the  tioMi 
arrives  for  aetial  desiflff^  hecoceivea  ia* 
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Ibnoflllion,  from  whalerer  tame,  which 
leadt  him  to  alter  his  opinion,  the 
dktance  at  which  he  it  placed  leares  hnn 
inrithotit  alfemattre.  Not  ao  the  stock- 
lidder  in  town :  he  has  up  to  the  last 
hour  to  notify  his  decision  to  the  Bank. 
He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  saTing 
which  would  be  effected  by  the  bin. 
Now,  he  would  contend,  that  the  actual 
easing  to  the  public  at  the  end  of  eight 
years  would  be  only  1)000,000^.  The 
country  had  to  pay  TfOOOflOOk  for  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  interest  to  4  per  cent. 
Work  that  calculation  as  they  pleased  the 
resi:dt  must  be  as  he  had  stated.  If  it  had 
been  proposed  to  reduce  the  5  per  cents 
In  such  a  way  as  to  allow  two  years  for 
holders  to  enter  thmr  decision,  and  to 
make  the  teran  stiH  more  unfaronrable  to 
^em  m  rate  of  interest,  such  a  course 
would  have  enabled  the  parties  affected 
by  it  to  reduce;their  expenditure,  and  this 
bonus  for  sudden  decision  would  have 
been  saved  to  the  pufbfic.  If  the  noble 
marqun  was  so  dear  in  his  view  of  the 
progressive  advance  of  pubNc  credit,  why 
mirry  such  a  measure  as  this  ?  The  fieict 
was,  that  the  plan  was  intended  to  nvoid 
incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  country 
gentlemen.  In  every  view  he  could  take 
of  it,  he  thought  It  wotdd  have  been  better 
to  have  adopted  a  measure  which  had 
a  greater  resemblance  to  that  of  Mr. 
Pemam. 

Mr.  GrenfM  said,  that  so  far  from 
linking  the  phm  unwise  either  in  its  prin- 
ciple or  machioerv,  he  was  convinced, 
from  the  best  consideration  he  could  give 
the  subject,  that  it  was  a  fair  and  just  one. 
The  first  question  propounded  by  his 
risht  hon.  fnend  was,  **  Are  we,  in  point 
of  law  and  good  faith,  competent  to  re- 
duce the  rate  of  interest,  until  we  have 
actually  extinguished  25,000,00(V.  of  the 
public  debt  l^  To  this  he  should  reply, 
that  the  measure  in  IWS,  effectually  re- 
moved the  legal  difficulty  alluded  to,  and 
made  it  competent  for  them,  in  point  of 
law  and  good  faith,  to  exectite  the  pro- 
posed measure.  A  great  deal  had  been 
said  of  Mr.  Pdham's  bill  m  1749.  Now 
that  measure  appeared  to  him  to  have  as 
little  connexion  with  the  real  question  at 
present,  as  amr  ether  which  coidd  wdl  be 
tboufl^Hof.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Mr.  PMham*s  bHL  The  only  question  fw 
them  to  consider  was,  whether,  con- 
sistently with  law  and  good  faith,  they 
were  competent  to  entertain  such  a  pro- 
ceeding astbts.    He  rfiotdd  say  ^  Yes  ;^ 


and,  approving  as  be  did,  both  the  prin- 
ciple «k1  the  details  of  the  bill,  it  should 
have  his  hearty  support.  When  he  stated 
his  genend  acquiescence,  he  was  bound 
at  the  same  time  to  say,  that  he  had  a 
slight  objection  to  the  appearance  o( 
hurry  in  binding  parties  to  an  assent  or 
disseotw  Hm  hon.  friend  was  for  a  long 
delay,  on  the  ground  that  if  the  state  of 
the  country  we^  as  iaiprovinff  as  it  had 
been  represented  to  be,  the  public  would, 
in  the  end,  make  a  better  bargam.  Be 
that  as  It  might,  he  should  merely  reply, 
that  he  for  one,  was  ready  to  act  now^ 
nor  shou!d  he  regret  his  early  acceptance 
of  the  terms  now  offered,  if  in  the  result 
he  found  that  something  more  might  have 
been  gained  by  procrastination. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  had  made  no  ob^ 
jection  to  the  principle  of  the  measure'; 
but  had  merely  objected  to  the  mode  of 
cariying  it  Into  effect. 

Mr.  Httskisson  thought,  there  could  h6 
little  doubt,  indeed,  that  riiephm  was  con« 
sbtent  with  the  principles  of^  public  faidi, 
and  of  law.  With  respect  to  the  right  of 
paying  off  the  five  per  cents,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  aHuded  to  a 
clause  in  the  S7tn  of  the  king,  whidi 
stated  that  the  five  per  cents  were  not  to 
be  paid  dtt  until  25  millions  of  the  na^ 
tional  debt  should  be  redeemed.  The 
words  of  that  act,  he  was  willing  to  say, 
would  admit  of  various  constructions; 
but  one  construction,  he  thought,  could 
not,  with  any  appearance  of  reason,  be 
put  upon  them.  R  could  not  be  con* 
tended  that  the  condition  would  not  be 
fnlfiHed  until  the  debt,  as  it  stood  in  the 
year  17979  should  be  reduced  by  23 
mflfions.  It  might  perhaps  be  argued, 
that,  if  the  government  borrowed  witB  one 
hand  to  pay  off  debt  with  another,  thoush 
debt  might  be  nominaUy  reduced,  the 
condition  would  not  be  fulfflled,  because 
in  fiict  the  countryj  whilst  it  was  paying 
off  debt  in  one  way,  would  be  increasing 
debt  m  another.  But  the  country  had 
bond  fide  paid  off  25  milKons  of  debt  by 
the  redemption  of  the  land  tax.  Unless^ 
therefore,  gendemea  were  to  contend 
diat  die  country  at  the  present  dair  was 
bound  to  reduce  the  debt  by  25  mnliona 
bdow  what  It  was  in  1792,  when  if 
amounted  to  290  millions ;  or  that  any 
honafiie  reduction  of  the  debt  did  not 
amount  to  a  redemption,  it  was  plain  that 
the  condition,  as  stated  in  the  act,  had 
been  ftilfilled,  and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  but  that  paiKament  had  aright  ta 
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deal  with  the  five  per  ceott  in  the  manner 

E reposed.  The  hon.  member  for  Coventry 
ad  stated,  that  in  the  course  of  eight 
years,  the  saving  to  the  country  would 
amount  but  to  a  million.  Undoubtedly, 
if  they  looked  but  to  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  debt,  the  hon.  gentleman  might 
entertain  that  view  of  the  question ;  but 
looking  to  the  burthen  which  was  actually 
upon  the  country,  the  first  effiect  of  the 
measure  would  be,  to  diminish  that  burthen 
by  a  sum  of  1 ,200,000/.  forthwith.  With 
respect  to  the  complaint,  that  sufficient 
time  had  not  been  given  to  creditors  to 
express  their  dissent,  the  House  would 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  public,  since  the  re- 
solution of  his  riffht  hon.  friend  had  been 
moved  in  that  House  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  had  been  put  in  possession  of 
the  plan.  And,  afler  all,  what  had  the 
creditor  to  decide  upon  ?  The  proposi- 
tion was  this— either  to  pay  off  the 
creditor  hb  full  demand^  or  to  give  him 
1051.  in  the  four  per  cents ;  in  fact,  whe- 
ther  he  should  take  his  100/.  or  accept  of 
what  was  better.  Had  there  been  more 
time  given^it  would  have  led  to  unfair 
speculations.  Hie  right  hon.  eentleman 
bad  desired  the  House  to  wait  for  the  re- 
suit  of  the  negotiations  between  Russia 
and  Turkey.  But,  if  the  country  was 
not  to  pay  off  a  part  of  its  debt,  bearing  a 
high  rate  of  interest,  until  the  state  of 
Europe  should  be  entirely  settled,  they 
would  lose  every  chance  of  redeeming 
their  debt.  Every  public  event  was  likely 
to  affect,  more  or  less,  the  state  of  public 
credit.  He  thought  that  sincerity  and 
good  faith  marked  the  whole  plan  of  his 
right  hon.  friend.  The  parties  bad  nothing 
to  complain  of;  they  advanced  their 
mone^  to  the  state  on  the  express  under- 
standmg,  that  at  a  certain  period  that 
debt  was  likely  to  be  paid  off.  The  terms 
that  were  offered  was  the  amount  of  their 
debt  in  money,  or  a  security  which  was 
more  advantageous.  The  legislature  was 
only  doing  that,  which,  on  every  principle, 
they  were  bound  to  do  for  the  benefit  of 
the  countrv* 

Mr.  WiUiami  said,  he  had  his  doubts  as 
to  the  question  of  law,  and  thought  that 
the  mode  of  execating  the  plan  was 
one  which  would  violate  ^ood  faith. 
The  five  per  cents  were  established  under 
the  24th  of  the  late  king ;  and  the  clause 
of  that  act  expressly  stated,  that  the  five 
per  cents  should  not  be  redeemed  until 
25  millions  of  the  public  debt  should  be 
first  paid  off.    He  thought  the  words  of 
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the  act  were  plain.    He  could  not  be 
supposed  to  have  his  judgment  warped 
on  this  question,  since,  except  as  a  trustee, 
he  was  not  in  the  remotest  degree  con- 
cerned in  the  five  per  cents.   For  himself, 
he  confessed,  he  was,  to  that  hour,  ig- 
norant  of  the  precise  terms  offered  to  the 
creditor:   he  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  to  be  paid  off  in  one  month,  or  in 
20  years.    It  was  true  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  stated,  that  the  person  who 
might  express  his  dissent,  might  receive 
100/.  in  money ;  but  at  what  time  he  was 
to  receive  it  was  not  stated,  and  ambiguity 
prevailed  on  that  head    througliout  the 
whole  plan.    He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  public  creditor  was  most  unfairly 
treated,   because  terms  were  put  upon 
him   which   he   might   consider  illegal; 
which  he  might  look  upon  as  injurious ; 
and  of  which  however  he  was  compelled 
to  accept.    He   held  in  his   hand  two 
documents;    they  were  dissents,  which 
were  yesterday  presented  at  the  Bank  of 
England.   The  nrst  stated,  that  the  party 
gave  notice,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  the  23rd  Feb.,  that 
he  declined  accepting  of  four  per  cent 
stock,  and  he  required  the  payment  of  his 
money.    The  words  were  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  and  under 
that  notice  were  written  the  words  *'  That 
he  did  not  require  the  payment  of  his 
money  according  to  the  terms  proposedj 
nor  to  any  other  terms  than  those  of  the 
the  24th  of  Geo.  Srd  under  which  he  bad 
purchased."    The  House  would  scarcely 
believe  that  the  cashiers  of  the  Bank  re- 
fused to  receive  that  notice.    The  next 
document  was  a  notice  from  a  trustee  ;  it 
was  worded  according  to  the  printed  form. 
The  words  '*  I  require  payment  of  100/." 
were  struck  out.    That  notice  was  also 
delivered  to  the  cashier,  and  he  refused 
to  receive  it.    Here  it  was  clear  that  tlie 
holders  of  5  per  cent  stock  were  not  allow- 
ed to  express  their  dissent.  By  what  right 
bankers  took  upon  themselves  to  construe 
an  act  of  parliament,  to  decide  the  law  ia 
their  own  way,  and  to  prevent  the  party 
whose  property  was  interfered  with  from 
expressing  his  dissent,  he  could  not  de- 
termine ;   but  it  was  clear  that  he  was 
driven  to  accept  of  terms,  which  he  might 
consider  disadvantageous— whicb.he  might 
look  upon  as  illegal.   A  greater  breach  of 
public  faith  he  thought  had  never  been 
committed.    If  the  chancellor  of  the  ex-^ 
chequer  had  pursued  an  opposite  course* 
and  had  created  a  five  per  centstockji 
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irredeemaUe  witbin  35  yoars,  such  a  tlock 
would  be  worthi  at  tbe  ordinary  rate  ao« 
cording  to  caiculation,  from  1201.  to  125(* 
mooev  for  every  100/.  stock.  He  would  ' 
Ibere&re  have  converted  the  existing 
stock  into  a  stock  of  this  description. 
Tbe  idea  was  not  his,  but  had  been 
suggested  in  a  pamphlet  which  had  been 
very  widely  circulated.  According  to 
this  plan,  the  operation  would  have  been 
as  follows  i-*If  the  existing  quantity  of 
five  per  cent  stock  was  155  millions,  bear- 
ing interest  to  the  amount  of  7i750,000/., 
the  nominal  capital  would  be  reduced 
to  129»500,000/.,  which  would  be  a  re- 
duction of  25,500,000/.  on  the  capital ; 
and  the  interest  would  be  reduced  to 
6,250,000/.,  which  would  be  a  saving  on 
the  interest  of  1,470,000/.  This  was 
actually  a  greater  saving  than  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  proposed  by  his 
present  plan ;  for  he  only  proposed  to  save 
1,2709000/. ;  and  when  it  was  recollected, 
that  the  dividends  on  the  five  per  cents 
would  be  paid  at  Midsummer,  the 
saving  in  interest  would  in  reality  be  only 
1,200,000/.,  while  the  capital  was  ia- 
creased  by  7,500,000/.  This  system,  if 
pursued  for  years,  must  bring  rum  on  the 
nation,  and  lead  to  the  breach  of  public 
faith.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  pursuance  of  his  system,  bad  resorted 
to  art  and  tricks  to  raise  the  price  of  the 
funds)  but  what  was  the  consequence?  He 
was  now  endeavouring  to  raise  tbe  three 
per  cents  to  SK),  in  order  to  reduce  the  four 

Gr  cent  stock.  Did  he  calculate  the 
fs  to  the  country  while  this  was  going 
on?  If  there  was  a  real  surplus,  tor 
jiothing  else  could  be  called  a  sinking 
fund,  of  5  millions,  it  would  redeem,  when 
the  funds  were  at  70,  7,142,000/.  of  debt; 
but  when  the  funds  were  raised  to  90, 
it  would  take  6,428,420/.  to  buy  up  the 
feme  amount  of  capital ;  so  that  there 
would  be  an  actual  loss  to  tbe  country, 
by  Arcing  up  the  stocks,  of  1,428,420/. 
OD  the  r^emption  of  every  7>142,000/. 
of  the  debt.  If,  instead  of  reducing  the 
five  per  cents  to  a  lower  denomination, 
the  Uiree  per  cents  were  converted  into 
fives,  there  might  be  a  reduction  of  tbe 
enormous  sum  of  two  hundred  millions. 
Was  this  nothing?  When  did  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  expect 
to  reduce  two  hundred  millions  of  ca- 
pital ?  They  would  not  then  need  fear 
now  much  tbe  stocks  might  rise*  The 
loeaaure  which  he  bad  proposed  m^bt 
Jie  e&cted  on  priociplea  consonant  wub 
VOL.  VI. 


Jettice  imd  good  fiuth;  for  the  stock 
which  he  proposed  to  create  would  fetch 
the  price  he  had  $ei  upon  it.  He  was 
convinced  the  whole  system  adopted  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was 
founded  on  a  false  calculation,  and  that 
the  sooner  it  was  departed  from  the 
better.  \ 

The  Attorney  General  observed,  that  his 
opinion  as  to  tbe  situation  in  which  the 
House  stood  in  consequence  of  the  84th 
of  the  late  king,  wss  very  different  from 
that  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  for  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  boo.  gentleman,  the 
House  would  be  placed  in  this  situation, 
that  they  could  never  reduce  the  five  per 
centsuntil  the  debt  was  reduced  below  wnat 
it  was  in  1784.  The  question  for  the  House 
to  consider  really  was,  *'  Had  the  country 
paid  off  25  millions  of  debt  in  the  sense 
contemplated  in  that  clause  ?  It  was  said 
by  some,  that  the  raising  money  by  loans 
to  pay  off  debt  was  a  mere  juggle  that 
would  not  satisfy  the  words  of  the 
act.  But,  it  was  not  by  loans  merely, 
but  by  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax,  that  a  large  sum  had  been  reduced. 
Besides  this,  the  act  which  passed  in 
181S,  for  cancelling  a  part  of  the  stock  in 
the  hands  of  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  debt^  recited,  that,  whereas 
the  238  millions  purchased  by  tbe  com» 
missioners  exceeded  the  total  of  the  capi- 
tal of  the  debt  existing  in  1786,  that 
amount  of  public  debt  shotdd  be  deemed 
to  be  satisfied  and  discharged,  and  that  so 
much  stock  miffht  be  cancelled.  After 
this  express  decTaraliou  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, that  so  much  of  the  debt  should  be 
deemed  to  be  satisfied  and  paid  off,  on 
that  alone  he  thought  they  might  safely 
rest,  independently  of  that  measure,  the 
redemption  of  the  land  tax,  which  put  an 
end  to  all  doubts  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  ^.SmtM  said,  that  the  idea  that  rais- 
ing of  loans  to  boy  up  stock  was  a  bonajuie 
discharge  of  d^t^  was  the  most  absurd 
that  ever  entered  the  mind  of  man.  And 
this  must  have  been  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Pitt;  for  in  179^  the  three  per  cents 
were  about  par,  ao  that  oothmg  could 
have  been  more  easy  than  to  have  bor- 
rowed money  with  one  hand  to  buy  up  a 
quantity  of  stock  with  the  other,  if  that 
minister  had  thought  this  an  honest  in- 
terpretation of  the  act. 

Mr.  Monck  obs^red,  that  the  provision 
that  the  five  per  cent  holders  should  be 
pmd  off  in  the  order  of  their  dissent,  was 
unjust,  as  it  tended  to  create  »  diftrant 
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▼aide  IB  the  same  species  of  stodt*  If» 
for  instance,  there  were  ^lissentients  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  millions  of  stock,  and 
there  was  a  surplus  of  five  millions  ap« 
plied  yearly  to  pay  them  off,  the  payment 
■would  not  be  completed  In  less  than  four 
years,  and  the  part  that  was  first  payable 
would  be  four  or  five  per  cent  more  va- 
luable than  the  last.  The  plan  adopted 
by  the  French  government,  of  drawing  a 
letter  bv  lot  for  payment,  was  more  just 
to  the  holders,  and  thereby  the  stock 
preserved  an  equal  value  in  the  market. 
lie  perfectly  agreed  with  the  member 
for  Weymouth,  as  to  the  bad  effect  of 
the  present  mode  of  applying  the  sinking 
fund. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  in  which  verbal  and  other 
amendments  were  made  to  several  clauses, 
after  a  good  deal  of  desultory  conversa- 
tion. Upon  the  clause  for  limiting  the 
time  for  dissent  to  the  16th  of  March 
being  read,  Mr.  Denman  proposed,  as 
an  amendment,  to  substitute  the  50th  of 
March.  A  conversation  of  some  length 
ensued;  after  which  the  committee  di- 
vided: For  Mr.  Denman's  amendment 
49.    For  the  original  clause,  143. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday 9  March  11. 
Navy  Five  Per  Cents  Bill.]    On 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  bill, 


NaHjy  Five  Per  CenU  Bill.  [1012 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  it  had  been  observed 
the  other  evening,  that,  by  the  53rd  of  the 
late  king,  respecting  the  redemption  of 
the  land  tax,  the  difiiculties  in  the  way  of 
thb  subject  had  been  in  a  great  measure 
removed.  Now,  he  was  by  no  means  sa- 
tisfied that  such  was  the  case,  and  wished 
to  hear  the  opinions  of  the  learned  gen^ 
tleman  opposite.  The  point  complained 
of  was,  that  government  proposed  to  pay 
off  the  five  per  cents  without  the  notice 
to  which  the  holders  of  that  stock  were 
by  law  entitled.  By  the  S7th  of  the  late 
kms",  the  liolders  of  five  per  cents  were 
rendered  liable  to  reduction  either  into 
three  or  four  per  cents,  according  to  their 
own  option  ;  but  it  was  with  the  express 
condition  that  they  should  not  be  hable 
to  any  such  reduction,  until  25,000,000/. 
of  the  three  per  cents  should  have  been 
redeemed  and  paid  off.  Now,  in  the  25th 
of  George  2nd,  there  was  this  important 
clause,  that  no  redemption,  no  paying  off 
of  the  three  per  cents,  should  take  place, 
until  twelve  months  notice  had  been 
ffiven  of  the  intention  to  do  so  to  the  hol- 
ders of  that  stock.  It  was  said  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  purchases  made  by 
the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  as  well  as  the  amount 
of  the  land  tax  redeemed,  were  much 
more  than  sufficient  to  render  the  holders 
of  five  per  cents  liable  to  reduction.  To 
this  however  the  holders  of  five  per  cents 
replied,  that  the  reduction  in  the  one  case 
and  the  redemption  in  the  other,  were  not 
bona  Jide  a  redeeming  and  paying  off  of 
the  three  per  cents,  and  therefore  that  the 
notice  had  in  fact  not  been  given. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  it  was  per- 
fectly obvious  that  the  clause  in  the  25th 
George  2nd,  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
that  the  holders  of  three  per  cents  should 
have  twelvemonths  notice,  had  been  vir- 
tually annulled  by  the  voluntary  sale  or 
redemption  of  a  much  larger  amount  than 
25,000,000/.  of  that  stock.  When  the 
holders  of  three  per  cents  had  voluntarily 
consented  to  that  paying  off,  the  holders 
of  Bye  per  cents  were  necessarily  rendered 
liable  to  be  paid  off  ijn  consequence.  If 
it  were  said,  that  the  holders  of  three  per 
cents  had  an  advantage  which  they  ought 
not  to  have  relinquished,  the  answer  was, 
that  they  had  waved  that  advantage.  The 
holders  of  five  per  cents,  therefore,  could 
by  no  means  say,  that  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment which  rendered  a  twelve  months' 
notice  to  the  holders  of  three  per  cents 
before  the  re-payonent  of  those  holdett 
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imperatiTe,  secured  then  from  reduction; 
since  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cents 
had  declared  themselves  satisfied  with 
being  repaid  without  any  such  notice. 
That  expression  of  satisUiction»  and  the 
repayment  consequent  upon  it,  were 
quite  sufficient  to  justify  the  present  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman* The  holders  of  ^v%  per  cents 
had  been  expressly  secured  by  act  of 
parliament  from  being  paid  off,  until 
25,000,000/.  of  the  three  per  cents  had 
been  redeemed  on  a  notice  of  tweWe 
months.  That  notice  had  not  been  given ; 
and  on  that  ground  the  holders  of  five  per 
cents  stood. 

Mr.  Huskiuon,  although  he  admitted 
that,  by  the  16th  clause  of  the  S7th  of 
Geo.  3rd,  the  holders  of  &ve  per  cents 
were  entitled  not  to  be  paid  otf  until  a 
twelvemonths*  notice  had  been  given  to 
the  holders  of  three  per  cents  of  the  in- 
tention to  pay  off  25  millions  o£  Ihat 
stock ;  contended,  that  the  much  larger 
reduction  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
three  per  cents  by  the  spontaneous  con- 
sent of  the  holders  of  that  stock  rendered 
any  such  notice,  before  the  re-payroent  of 
the  ^ve  per  cents  unnecessary.  He  did 
not  deny,  that  the  reference  in  the  S7th 
of  Geo.  3rd,  was  to  the  provision  in  the 
25th  of  Geo.  2nd  that  the  holders  of  the 
three  per  cents  should  not  be  paid  off 
without  12  months  notice;  but  his  argu- 
ment was,  that  their  having  consented  to 
be  paid  off,  beyond  the  amount  specified 
in  theSTth  Geo.  Srd,  was  equivalent  to  the 
condition  of  notice;  and  therefore  that 
the  holders  of  five  per  cents,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  were  virtually  placed  in  the 
condition  which  tbeS7th  of  Geo.  3rd  con- 
templated. 

Mr.  ElUce  said,  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  proceed  without  being  quite  clear 
on  tlie  point  of  law.  He  could  not  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  the  act,  unless  it 
was  explained  as  requiring  a  bona  Jide 
payment  of  capital  stock  to  the  amount, 
and  after  the  manner  slated  by  his  right 
hoD.. friend.  The  point  would,  he  trusted, 
be  brought  by  some  holder  of  5  per  cenU 
before  a  competent  tribunal,  where  it 
might  be  solemnly  decided. 
.  After  a  short  conversation,  the  bill  was 
«ead  a  third  time. 

Mr,  Hume  then  proposed  a  clause  for 
4lie  purpose  of  declaring,  that  the  Bank 
ftliould  not  deave  any  profit  from  the  m^  . 


nagement  of  the  increased  capitaT  stock 
caused  by  this  measure.     Unless  some 
specific  clause  were  inserted,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  Bank,  under  this 
bill  from  receiving  their  charge  of  300/. 
per  1,000,000/.  on  the  7,000,000/.  of  ad- 
ditional stock  now  placed  in  the  capital  of 
the  four  per  cents.    In  1808,  the  public 
debt  amounted  to  613,000,000/.;  it  had 
since  been  increased  nearly  200  millions. 
There  could  be  no  pretence  for  making  the 
present  bill  a  source  of  additional  profit 
for  the  Bank,  when  public  economy  wa^ 
the  object  of  the  measure,  and  when  it 
would  entail   upon   them  no  additional 
trouble- 
Mr.  Manning  said,  that  the  Bank  never 
hinted  at  any  additional  charge  for  ma- 
naging these  transfers.    During  the  last 
30   years,   that  oorporation    had  'never 
been  in  the  habit  or  receiving  any  tiling 
where  stock  was   only  transferred  from 
one  fund  to  another.     But  to  say,  that 
the  Bank   were   not  to  derive  their  sti- 
pulated per  centage   upon   the  manage- 
ment of  any  additional   capital,   was  to 
press  for  a  total  breach  of  the  existing 
contract  between  the  Bank  and  the  pub- 
lic, the  terms  of  which  were  secured  by 
a  former  act  of  parliament.    If  the  pro- 
posed clause  were  adopted,  the  terms  of 
that  act  would  be  violated,   and  a  total 
change  would  be  made  in  the   constitu- 
tion of  the  existing  arrangement  for  ma«r 
naging  the  public  business.     The  Bank 
received   no  remuneration  for  forgeries 
upon  stock;    and  when   they  made  the 
last  arrangement   with  the   public,   the 
charge  of  interest  agreed  upon,  compre- 
hended the.  risk   incurred  by   the  Bank 
in    the  forgeries  which  he   alluded    to. 
This  clause,  if  adopted,   would  release 
them  from  the  compact;    and  on  that 
ground  he  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Grenfdl  said,  that  the  question 
was  dimply  this — whether  the  Bank  ought 
to  receive  a  per  centage  for  executing  a 
bill  which  entailed  upon  them  no  addi- 
tional trouble?  The  hon.  director  had 
tallied  of  the  risk  of  forgeries ;  but  the 
sum^  annually  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank 
would  be  less  under  this  bill  than  before, 
and  the  risk  would  be  therefore  less.  He 
could  see  no  reason,  on  any  principle  of 
equity,  why  this  additional  charge  of 
2,000/.  or  3,000/.  a  year  should  be  put 
into  the  coffers  of  the  Bank.  How  could 
that  House  consent  to  such  a  diarffe,, 
when  they  recollected  th^  desire  for 
retrenchment     which    they   had    lately 
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enoced  lo  tbe  debate  upon  the  redvctidii 
of  two  lords  of  the  Adniralt  j  i  The  aaiii 
which  they  had  on  that  occasion  saved  to 
the  public  by  their  vote,  they  would  now 
giye  away  by  rejecting  this  clause.  For 
thesakeoftbeprecedeoty  if  not  for  tbe 
sake  of  economy,  the  House  ought  to 
adopt  it :  by  and  by  they  might  be  in  a 
condition  to  reduce  the  four  per  cents  to 
three,  and  if  they  rejected  this  clause  now, 
bow  could  they  introduce  a  similar  one 
in  such  an  event  as  that  to  which  he  al« 
Ittded? 

The  ChanceOor  qf  the  Exckejuer  Midi 
be  eotild  not  see  how  such  a  daase  coidd 
be  proposed  without  previous  commoni'* 
cation  with  the  Bank.  Why  the  Bank 
were  not  to  have  as  fair  a  dum  to  oooit- 
able  consideration  in  managing  the  a&irs 
of  the  public  as  any  other  b^y,  he  was 
at  a  bss  to  consider. 

Mr.  Rkardo  supported  the  clause,  be* 
cause  the  Bank  would  have  no  additional 
trouble  by  the  management  of  die  public 
business  under  thb  bill. 

The  clause  was  negatived,  and  the  bill 
passed. 

SUPBRANMUATION  AcT    AmBNDMBITT 

Bill.]  The  House  bsvuig  resolved  it** 
self  into  a  committee  on  the  Superannua-* 
tton  Act, 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Eaxkequer  sidd,  it 
would  perhaps  be  the  wish  of  the  House 
that  he  should,  at  this  stage  of  the  pro^* 
ceedlngs,  state  what  arrangement  had 
been  made  by  government,  pursuant  to 
Che  addresses  presented  to  tlie  Crown 
upon  the  subiect  of  superannuation  al- 
lowances to  omcers  retiring  from  situations 
under  government.  Previously  to  the 
50th  of  the  late  king,  great  difficulties 
arose  in  providing  for  persons  who,  firom 
age  or  debility,  retired  from  public  offices. 
It  had  been  alwavs  understood,  that  the 
legal  right  of  making  provUion  for  such 
officers  lay  in  the  king  m  council*  and  In 
the  Treasury  in  certam  cases.  He  most 
however,  confess,  that  until  tbe  50th  of 
the  late  king,  the  instances  in  which  thit 
power  was  exercised  by  the  Crown  were 
very  rare.  It  had  been  usual  16  provide 
for  the  worn-out  servants  of  the  Crown, 
by  appointing  them  to  sinecure  offices  j[of 
which  there  then  existed  several,'  which 
had  since  been  cut  off),  or  to  places  the 
duties  of  which  were  very  trifling.  An- 
other mode  of  provision  wss,  by  oUigifig 
the  successor  to  pay  the  person  who  re* 
tired  a  portion  of  the  sidary  ef  the  office. 


In  17S8,  tbe  coiaiaissioners  of  inquiry  re^ 
commended  a  system  of  superannuation  to 
the  House.    In  1797,  a  committee  of  the 
Honse  made  the  same  recommendation. 
In  180S,  the  first  step  was  taken  to  es- 
tablish something  like  an  arrangement  of 
provision  for  the  retired  servants  a^  the 
Crown.    This  act  was  the  ground-work 
of  that  introduced  in  1810.    It  arose  out 
of  several  complaints  which  had   beett 
made,  of  persons  filling  active  offices,  wh6 
at  the  same  time  were  receiving  soperan* 
nuation  allowaocas.    By  thi^  act,  eertlfi^ 
cates  of  service  were  necessary  to  entitle 
a  person  to  a  superannuation  allowances 
It  was  true,  that  the  act  of  1810  had  im^ 
posed  on  the  country  a  great  and  ttime^ 
oessary  expense ;  but  it  would  be  fband 
that  no  general  system  of  irregularity  had 
been  introduced  by  it.     He  would  noW 
advert  to  certain  returns  made  in  the 
month  of  Mavlast,  of  the numberof  superb 
annuations,  the  names  of  the  parties,  th^ 
amount  of  each  allowance,  ana  the  nature 
of  their  public  services:  he  would  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  these  returns,  because 
they  were  more  complete  and  satisfactory 
than  any  statement  which  he  could  make* 
He  would  shortly  allude  to  the  great 
public  offices— the  Customs,  the  Stamp 
office,  and  die  Post  office.    The  amount 
of  the  salaries  in  the  different  offices  of 
the  revenue  amounted  to  l,e64,46d^«  The 
number  ofpersons  employed  amounted  ttf 
17,347.    liie  number  of  persons  saper^ 
annoated   amounted   to  1,789,  and  iht 
sums  paid  in  the  way  of  superannuatioti 
amounted  to  154,669/*  which  amounted 
to  about  9^  per  cent  upon  the  salaries  of 
the  diffin^nt  active  officers  in  the  vsrioua 
departments.    The  amount  of  the  allows 
ance  on  an  average  was  about  89/.  5$.  to 
each  individual,  Utue  more  than  i«.  \0d.  per 
day,  an  allowance  which  certainly,  so  fiftf 
from  bein^  extravagant,  was  little  more 
than  sufficient  to  support  diose,  who,  afte# 
having  exhausted  a  great  part  of  their  lives 
in  the  public  services,   retired  through 

5e  and  infirmity.    The  average  amount 
the  period  of  services  of  each  Individual 
superannuated,  was  nearly  99  y<^ttri* 

He  would  now  advert  to  offices  in  the 
great  public  departments,  such  as  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretaries  of  state,  the  Ex- 
diequer,  the  Colonial  office,  the  India 
commissioners,  the  State^aper,  and  va- 
rious other  offices.  On  lookiof  at  tlNl 
state  of  those  establlshpientf,  it  would 
not  be  so  easy  to  strikes  scale  of  average; 
as  in  those  to  which  he  had  before  m- 
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tarted.    The  ^ole  of  the  nttmber  of 
peraoni  emploted  in  those  depertmenu, 
which  he  ihooid  call  the  principal  execa- 
tire  offices  of  the  state,  amounted  to  9S2— 
the  number  of  superannuations  amounted 
to  70,  being  a  much  smalier  proportion 
tfian  the  superannuations  in  the  revenue 
departments.    The  reason  was,  that  per^ 
sons  placed  in  offices  in  the  higher  do- 
partments  of  the  state^  whatever  might 
be  the  length  of  their  services,  were  in 
general  not  anxious  to  leave  them.    The 
salaries   In   those   offices   amounted   to 
fOBfiM* ;  the  allowance  for  superannua- 
tion to  2S,00M.9  being  about  IH  JPf^ 
cent*  on  the  amount  of  the  salaries.    The 
average  allowance  to  each  individual  su- 
perannuated,  was   S29^;    the   average 
period  of  servioe  completed  by  each  in- 
dividual superannuated,  was  about  26^ 
years.    The  total  amount  of  salaries  in 
the    various   public   departments,    was 
1»870,00(K.    The  number  of  persons  su- 
perannuated was  1802,   and  the  amount 
of  allowances  for  superannuations  was 
177,746/.    Provisions  were  made  for  per- 
sons who  had  served  f^om  15  to  50  years. 
There  could  not  be  a  remlar  scale  esta** 
blished  to  extend  to  sTl  offices,  layio| 
down  the  period  of  service  which  woul( 
entitle  the  officer  to  receive  superannua- 
tion fdlowance,  because  inordinary  offices 
persons  enter  at  an  early  age;  to  Uie 
Bigher  offices  persons  of  mature  age  and 
greatexperience  alone  could  be  appointed* 
For  instance  the  Solidtorof  the  Treasury : 
no  young  man  could  fill  that  situation ; 
the  individual  inust  be  a  person  of  great 
experience  and  eminence  In  his  profession. 
Such  an  individual  most  devote  a  great 
part  of  his  life  in  attaining  that  knowledge 
which  alone  could  fithim  for  so  responsible 
a  situation ;  and  could  not  be  put  on  a 
level  with  a  young  clerk,  of  17  or  18 
years  of  age.    It  was  dear,  therefore, 
that  with  respect  to  the  time  of  service 
which  ought  to  entitle  a  public  officer  to 
receive  the  superannuation  allowance,  no 
fiir  competition  could  exist  between  these 
individuals.  It  was,  therefore,  intended  by 
the  bill  to  give  to  the  Treasury  a  d»cre- 
tionary  power  to  grant,  In  extraordinary 
Cases,  superannuation  allowances;  but  in 
eachinstancein  whidi  the  Treasury  should 
so  act,  they  would  be  bound  to  lay  before 
parliament,  the  amount  of  the  allowance, 
and  the  reasons  which  should  move  the 
Treasury  to  grant  It    The  great  defect 
in  the  i|ct  of  1810  was,  that  it  did  not 
specify  with  sufficient  precision  the  oases 


where  superannuation  aUowasces  should 
be  granted.    Persons,  Indeed,  who  served 
in  any  of  the  civH  departments  for  a 
stated  number  of  years,  were  entitled  to 
a  certain  provision,  but  in  the  higher  de- 
partments of  the  state,   it  very  rarely 
happened  that  persons   retained   office 
for   the   length  of  time  mentioned  in 
the  act.    In  a  schedule  to  the  present 
bill,   it   was  intended   to    speclrv    the 
various  officers  In  the  Treasury  and  other 
departments  who  might  be  entitled  to 
receive  superannuation  allowance.    The 
persons  who  in  ordinary  cases  were  to  re^ 
eeive  those  allowances,  it  was  intended 
to  make  contribute  to  afuad  out  of  which 
such  allowances  in  future  were  to  issue. 
That  arrangement  would  operate  as  some* 
thing  like  reduction  of  salaries;  but  it 
would  be  a  case  of  infinitely  less  hardship 
to  make  persons  contribute  in  the  ac- 
tive part  of  their  lives  to  a  fund,  which^ 
In  the  decline  of  life  and  in  retirement, 
would    be  a  provision  for  them,    than 
suddenly,  and  at  one  blow  to  cut  down 
^eir  salaries  without  holding  out  any 
corresponding  advantage.    It  was  there* 
iote  proposed   that   persons   who   had 
salaries  m  the  various  departments  of 
\QOL  and  upwards  per  year,  should  give 
up  5/.  per  cent.    And  that  those  who 
bad  salaries  under  lOOt.  per  year,  should 
give  up  2f  per  oent.    At  present  the 
average  amount  of  superannuation  pron 
vision,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of 
salary,  stood  at  10  per  oent.    With  re-* 
spect  to  certain  offices,  which  en  a  lata 
revision  were  found  to  have  salaries  larger 
in  proportion  than  others,   and  greater 
than  their  duties,  it  was  proposed  thai 
for  the  present  those  persons  should  be 
allowed  to  receive  their  salaries,  but  witb 
this  qualification,   that  they  should  be 
subject  to  5  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
salary  to  which  they  were  justly  entitled, 
and  to  10  per  cent,  on  the  excess.    FOf 
instance,  if  it  were  found  that  an  officer 
received  1000&  where  he  ought  to  receive 
but  800^.  it  was  proposed  tSat  the  dOML 
should  be  subject  to  5  per  cent,  and  tha 
remaining  20tf.  to  10  per  cent. 

With  respect  to  the  general  reduction 
of  salaries,  Uie  greatest  anxiety  had  been 
felt  by  nnnisters  to  promote  every  possi- 
ble reduction.  It  was  easy  for  gentlemen 
in  that  House  to  propose  reductions  of 
from  25  to  90  per  cent,  and  to  look  fbr 
enormous  saving  from  enormous  curtail- 
ments ;  but  he  was  convinced  that  if  tliose 
gentlemen  were  to  come  in  concaet  with 
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the  parties^-were  to  listen  to  their  r^ 
pretentatioos,  and  to  behold  their  diatreti 
and  their  sufferings— they  would  noc  have 
the  heart  to  put  in  force  their  own  reso- 
lutions.   The  first  step  taken  by  ministers 
on  commencing  the  inquiry  in  which  they 
were  at  present  engaged,  was,  to  lay  down 
a  ffeneral  rule,  wmc%  was  stated  in  a  cir- 
cular issued  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
different  departments.    The  general  rule 
was  in  substance   this  —  that  a  return 
should  be  made  of  the  persons  employed 
in  each  office,  and  the  amount  of  salary 
of  each|  with  a  view  to  fix  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  standard  of  salaries  to  what 
they  were  in  1796  or  1797.    Bearing  that 
in  mind*  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Trea- 
sury, after  dispatching  the  circular,  was, 
to  begin  with  itself.    And  here  he  would 
trouble  the  House  with  a  short  detail  of 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  now,  and  with 
its  state  in  1796.    In  1796,  the  Treasury 
establishment,  which  was  then  separate 
from  the  Irish  treasury  department,  stood 
thus:   there  were  two  secretaries,   four 
chief  clerks,  six  assistant  clerks,  10  su- 
pernumerary clerks,  and  two  other  clerks, 
amounting  altogether  to  SO  persons.    At 
present,  there  were  two  secretaries  and  one 
assistant  secretary,  four  chief  clerks,  16 
young  clerks,  11  assistant  clerks,  which, 
with  supernumeraries,   amounted  to  40 
persons.    Before  he  alluded  to  the  com- 
parison  of  salaries  as  they  stood  in  1797, 
and  the  salaries  of  the  present  day,   he 
would  beg  of  the  House  to  consider  the 
state  of  the  Treasunr  business,  and  the 
great  increase  which  had  taken    place 
since  1797*     In  1797,    the  number  of 
papers  registered   at   the  Treasury  was 
4,460 ;  the  number  of  registered  papers 
in  1821  was  24,890;   thus  was  there  an 
increase  in  the  business  of  the  Treasury 
aince  1797,  in  nearly  a  proportion  of  six 
to  one.    The  emoluments  of  the  secre- 
taries of  the  Treasury,  on  an  average,  for 
1769,   1770,  and  1771,  was  8,700/.    In 
1779,  1780,  and  1782  they  amounted  to 
5,100/.    In  1797,  they  were  reduced  to 
S,400/.,  and  in  1800  they  were  raised  to 
4,0001.  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  reduce 
them  to  8,500/.,  nearly  the  amount  enjoyed 
In  1797*    About  the  year  1781,  the  salary 
of  the  chief  clerk  amounted  to  1,278/.    In 
1797,  it  was  reduced  to  880/.    At  that 
period  the  chief  clerks  not  only  had  the  sa- 
lary he  had  just  stated,  but  they  also  held 
minor    offices    from    which    thev    re- 
ceived salaries.    Those  offices  haa  been 
aince  aboliabed;  and  be  might  very  &ir]y 


(observe,  that  the  salaries  of  the  present 
day  of  those  officers,  were  not  so  much  as 
they  stood  forty  or  even  fifty  vears  ago. 
It  was  now  intended  that  the  salary  of  the 
chief  clerk  should  stand  at  1,200/.,  and 
the  secretaries  of  the  Treasury  at  d,500/« 
It  was  intended  to  fix  the  establisbncient 
of  the  Treasury  at  two  secretaries!  on« 
assistant  secretary,  four  chief  clerks,  one. 
additional  clerk,  six  senior  clerks,  deven 
assistant  clerks,  and  eleven  junior  clerks : 
making  in  all  on  the  new  establishment 
thirty-six  persons;   the  number  in  1796 
having  been  thirt^.^ — ^With  respect  to  the 
increase  of  salaries,   it  was  a  hard  and 
unequal  case,  where  a  deserving  individual 
who,  because  of  the  longevity  of  persons 
in  office,  or  from  the  small  number  of 
clerks  in   the  same  department,  should 
remain  at  a  low  rate  of  salary  for  a  great 
number  of  years ;  whilst,   on  the  other 
band,  the  practice  of  increasing  salaries 
might,  and  in  some  instances  was  carried 
to  an  unjustifisble  extent.    To  fix  a  certain 
principle  by  which  salaries  in  future  might 
be  regulated  was  most   desirable,   and 
formed  a  part  of  the  present  measure.    It 
was  now  proposed  that  the  junior  clerka 
of  the  Treasury  department  should  enter 
at  a  salary  ofiOO/.  instead  of  120/.;  that 
for  three yearsthey  should  have  no  increase 
of  salary,  and  that  afterwards  they  should 
have  an  increase  of  10/.  each  year,  u'll 
their  salaries  amounted  to  200/.  a  year. 
A  junior  clerk  could  therefore  have,  under 
the  new  arrangement,  only  200/.  a  year, 
while  under  the  former  arrangement  his 
salary   might    increase    to    520/.      Aa 
assistant  derk  would  have,  in  the  first 
instance,  a  salary  of  800/.  a  year,  with  an 
increase  of  15/.  each  year,  till  it  amounted 
to  500/.,  but  his  service  as  a  junior  clerk 
would  not  be  estimated  in  granting  this 
additional  allowarice.    The  maximum  of 
the  salary  of  an  assistant  clerk  would 
thus  be  500/.  a  year;  under   the   old 
establishment,  he  might,  by  possibility 
receive  720/.     The  senior  clerks  would 
enter  upon  their  offices  at  600/.,  instead 
of  700/1  a  year,  with  an  increase  of  10/.. 
for  each  year's  service,  till  they  reached 
800/.  a  year.     And  when  it  was  considered 
how  few  senior  clerks  there  were  in  the^ 
Treasurer  department,and  how  considerable 
the  penod  of  service   was  before  they, 
could  attain  the  maximum  of  salary,  he 
thought    800/.    a   year    would    not   be 
considered    an    unreasonable  allowance. 
The  chief  clerks  who  had  now  1,500/.  a 
year,  were  to  have  1,200/.  a  year,  without 
any  increase  for  length  of  service. 
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He  should  now  st&te  the  aggregate 
effect  on  the  official  establishment.  In 
1796,  the  total  amount  of  salaries  in  this 
department  was  19,928/.  It  was  now 
56,753/.,  partly  composed  of  original 
salaries,  partly  of  allowances  for  length  of 
service.  The  minimum,  according  to  the 
old  establishment,  was  46,000/*,  though, 
as  it  was  impossible  that  the  establishment 
ever  could  be  at  that  minimum;  for  it 
would  suppose,  that  none  of  the  clerks 
had  any  claim  for  length  of  service.  The 
maximum  was  64',4>SO/.  Under  the 
proposed  establishment  the  minimum  was 
41,900/.,  and  the  maximum,  in  round 
numbers,  48,000/.  The  reduction  of  the 
maximum  was  48,000/.,  as  compared  with 
64,000/.,  and  the  maximum,  it  was  to  be 
observed,  was  much  less  likely  to  be  at- 
tained than  under  the  old  establishment. 
Without  reckoning  in  either  estimate  the 
salary  of  the  board,  the  reduction  was 
firom  50,000/.  to  S3,000/.,  being  a  reduc- 
tion of  about  S4  per  cent  on  the  subor- 
dinate parts  of  the  Treasury  department. 
The  other  offices,  it  was  true,  could  not 
be  reduced  in  any  thing  like  the  same 
proportion,  but  to  all  a  similar  principle 
of  reduction  had  been  applied.  As  to 
the  Secretary  of  state's  office,  however, 
he  would  state  what  was  intended.  The 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
foreign  department  had  consisted  last  year 
of  SI  clerks ;  this  year  there  were  only  30. 
The  minimum  of  charge  for  that  office 
would  remain,  as  it  was,  1 8,000/« ;  but 
the  maximum,  which  was  now  28,000/., 
would  fall  to  21,000/.,  exclusive  of  the 
superannuation  reduction  of  5  per  cent, 
which  would  apply  to  the'  new  salaries  as 
well  as  to  the  old.  A  similar  revision 
-had  been  carried  through  all  the  depart- 
ments of  government.  In  some  of  these 
departments  even  a  greater  reduction 
than  that  which  he  had  just  detailed  was 
effected;  in  some  cases  there  certainly 
was  less ;  but  he  was  not  overstating  the 
result  of  the  revision,  when  he  stated  the 
eventual  reduction  on  salaries  in  the  prin« 
cipal  departments  of  the  state  at  20  per 
cent.  The  revenue  department  were  al- 
ready in  a  course  of  investigation.  It 
'wouid  have  been  impossible  for  the  Trea- 
sury to  enter  personally  into  details  so 
extensive  as  those  of  that  department ; 
'and  he  begged  to  acknowledge  with  cra- 
titude  the  assistance  which  ministers  had 
received  from  the  heads  of  the  different 
departments.  Without  such  aid,  the  task 
imposed  upon  a  single  department  of  ge- 


neral inqoiry  would  have  been  too  invi- 
dious. It  was  a  task  which  could  hardly 
have  been  executed,  unless  by  the  exer- 
tion of  all  branches  of  the  government, 
backed  by  the  authority  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  countenance  of  parliament ;  and 
although  the  public  had  heard  much  of 
complaint  ana  remonstrance,  it  was  but 
just  to  say,  that  there  were  instances  of 
persons  to  whose  assiduity  and  diligence 
too  much  praise  could  not  be  given,  and 
persons  without  whose  attention  and  as- 
sistance those  details  could  not  have  been 
furnished  which  were  now  submitted  to 
the  House. 

He  should  now  come  to  the  amount  of 
the  general  reductions  proposed.  A 
statement  was  preparing  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  parliament,  in  which  the  various 
points  of  reduction  would  be  fully  des* 
cribed,  as  far  as  the  revision  had  gone ; 
but,  with  respect  to  the  regulation  of  the 
ffreat  revenue  departments,  government, 
from  the  mass  of  local  inquiry  necessary, 
had  felt  itself  incompetent  to  form  any 
final  opinion.  All  that  ministers  had 
been  enabled  to  do  was,  to  call  upon  the 
heads  of  departments  to  suggest  any  al- 
teration which  might  to  them  appear  ex- 
pedient; and  some  reductions  so  proposed 
had  actually  been  carried  into  effect.  For 
a  more  complete  and  beneficial  revision, 
they  trusted  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
appointed  last  session  for  the  Irisli  re^ 
venue.  Those  commissioners  would  be 
authorized  to  extend  their  inquiries  from 
the  Irish  to  many  branches  of  the  English 
revenue ;  and  their  investigations,  which 
had  already  produced  considerable  ad- 
vantage, would  no  doubt  effect  that  assi- 
milation and  regularity  so  desirable  to 
both  portions  of  the  united  kingdom. — 
Before  be  went  to  the  point  of  aggregate 
reduction,  there  was  one  point  which  be 
was  anxious  to  make  the  House  under- 
stand. The  5th  of  January  last  was  the 
date  at  which  certain  alterations  were  to 
commence ;  but  ministers  had  not  ordered 
the  salaries  of  clerks  to  be  reduced  from 
that  date,  except  by  the  superannuation 
charge  of  5  or  10  per  cent.  In  fact,  mi- 
nisters had  not  felt  themselves  called  upon 
by  parliament  to  expose  those  clerks  and 
their  families  to  pnvation  and  difficnlty 
by  an  immediate  reduction  of  their  pay. 
He  could  not  agree  with  those  who  tield 
that  the  measures  already  taken  as  to 
those  clerks  had  gone  beyond  justice  and 
law.  He  did  not  admit  that  a  clerk  ap- 
pointed to  an.  office  under  government 
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ted  a  right  to  look  for  the  continiignoe 
of  hif  eBUoloioenty  whatever  it  wight  b«» 
sx  that  k  was  hard  to  abridge  the  value 
of  those  offioet  to  which*  by  promotion, 
he  might  look  forward.  On  the  cootrary, 
M  held  that  a  government  must  have  the 
power  of  abridging  that  emolument,  which 
It  could,  at  pTeature,  take  away  altoge- 
ther} still  he  felt,  that  the  power  was 
capable  of  being  employed  tjrrannicaUy ; 
and  he  assured  the  House  that  he  had 
never  felt  the  weight  of  responsibility 
heavier  than  in  his  attempt  to  apply  the 
present  principles  of  reduction.  He  did 
trust  that,  whatever  irritation  might  be 
lelt  in  the  fimt  moment,  the  parties  would 
At  least  be  convinced,  that  government 
had  endeavoured  to  discbarge  its  duty 
with  impartialat^  and  fairness ;  and  that 
it  had  carried  into  efect  the  wishes  of 
parliament  with  as  much  attention  as  pos- 
aible  to  the  feelings  and  comforts  of  the 
persons  concemecL  Nothing  could  be 
more  injurious  or  impolitic  than  to  drive 
diligence  and  merit  from  any  of  the  public 
institutions,  or  to  make  persons  in  public 
offices,  if  not  un&ithful,  at  least  lax  and 
Aeg^gent  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  He  knew  that  the  power  of  se- 
lection might  be  supposed  to  open  a  door 
lor  the  exerdse  of  partiality;  but  the 
reapoosibilitv  attaching  to  such  selection 
4B0ukl  not  fail  to  render  the  party  very 
guarded  who  might  possess  it.  Tbie 
^n^^  was  far  |^eater  of  encouraging 
laxky,  by  an&no^  every  advantage  to 
.arise  out  of  the  simple  circumstance  of 
igneater  length  of  service. 

He  had  now,  thouph  imperfectly,  given 
M  sketch  of  the  NPvisioa  of  the  public  of- 
fices which  had  been  effeoted,  however 
{lainfully*  cot  dishonourably  to  tho  go- 
vernment, and  not  uselessly  to  the  country. 
As  to  Ireland,  a  revisioB  of  the  same  na- 
Ittre  was  in  progress  there,  as  to  the  re- 
venue departments,. with  the  assistanoe  of 
the  ^rwvaoue  ooasmissioo,  and  as  to  the 
other  departments  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Irisn  government.  Fnom  the  dis- 
tance, and  other  circumstances,  the  ar- 
langeoient  was  not  so  forward  as  in  this 
pari  of  the  kingdom ;  but  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  long  ere  he  should  be 
tiaatrlfd  to  hiy  it  before  pariiament.  He 
bad  already  stated,  that  another  species 
of  reduction  was  oootemplaied,  namely, 
a  wduction  of  salaries  in  the  higher  dfr- 
pvtments  of  the  stata  Such  a  reduc- 
tion oould  not  be  grounded  upon  the 
ftcif  that  the  offices  in  questien  wete  of 


reoeot  introduction ;  for,  in  foot,  afi  the 
grea^  departments  of  the  state  wwe  of 
considerable  antiquity,  and  the  em^- 
ments  attached  to  them  had  not,  for  a 
great  many  years,  been  increased.  By 
way  of  ilhistration,  the  establishment  of 
the  Treasury  might  be  taken.  He  had 
chanced  not  long  since  to  look  at  a  war- 
rant of  the  time  of  Charl^  2nd,  in  which 
the  then  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury  were  spoken  of  as  <«  the 
ancient  and  accustooied  allowances.^ 
Now  those  allowances,  *<  ancient**  in  the 
days  of  Chavlci  2nd,  were  less  by  nearly 
one-fourth  at  the  present  day,  by  tbie 
operation  of  the  4«.  land*tax,  and  of  the 
\i.6d*  duty.  The  same  otMcrvation  as 
to  antiquity  of  eristing  emohunent  might 
be  made  with  respect  to  other  great  de- 
partments of  the  state ;  nor  could  it  be 
said,  that  the  salaries  uken  were  greater 
than  were  necessary  for  the  beoomiag 
discharge  of  the  duties  imposed.  On 
none  of  those  grounds,  therefore,  could 
reduction  be  demanded ;  but  it  was  felt, 
that  in  a  time  of  heavy  pressure  upon 
the  most  valuable  interests  of  the  country 
— -  at  a  time  when  ministers  were  call- 
ed upon  to  enforce  rigid  retrenchment 
upon  those  subordinate  to  them,  it 
would  not  become  them  to  shrink  from 
their  own  share  of  the  general  burthen. 
Still  leas  would  it  be  becoming  in  them  to 
tske  such  a  course,  when  an  example  from 
the  highest  quarter  was  set  them  to  the 
contrary ;  for  ho  had  received  the  king^a 
command  to  inform  the  House,  that  his 
msjesty  had  given  directions  for  a  reduc- 
tion to  the  extent  of  10  per  cent  upon  all 
those  departments  of  the  royal  household 
which  contributed  more  immediately  to 
the  personal  comfort  of  the  sovereign. 
The  departments  to  which  this  measure 
would  apply  were  the  privy-purse,  the 
lord  chsimberlatn,  the  lord  steward,  the 
master  of  the  rdies,  and  the  master  of 
the  horse ;  and  the  whole  chai^  of  those 
offioes  amounting  to  800,000/.,  the  reduc- 
tion for  the  service  of  the  public  would 
amount  to  30,000^.  The  paternal  care 
thus  shown  bpr  his  maiestv  oemanded  the 
warmest  gratitude  from  the  House.  His 
jni^ty  had  gone  further,  indeed,  in  tak- 
ing burdien  upon  himself,  than  his  ser- 
vants could  go.  The  servants  of  the 
Crown  had,  in  general,  private  fortunes^ 
which  would  enable  them  to  provkla 
agaiostanyd^cisncy;  but  the  king  had 
nothing  upon  which  he  could  re^  b«t 
the  promioii  made  by  parliament  in  th^ 
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way  of  civil  list ;  which  eivtl  list*  it  would 
bo  remembered,  could  not  now  have  been 
touched,  except  bj  the  especial  command 
and  generous  feeling  of  his  majesty 
[Hear,  hear!].  He  was  also  bound  to 
say,  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
personal  inclination  of  the  sovereign,  he, 
as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  country,  could 
not  have  advised  a  more  considerable  re- 
duction ;  because  he  trusted  never  again 
to  see  those  painful,  if  not  disgraceful, 
investigations  of  debts  and  difficulties, 
which  had  arisen  when  the  revenue  of  the 
civil  list  had  been  placed  upon  a  narrow 
and  insufficient  footing.  His  majesty 
had,  however,  farther  directed  a  reduction 
of  10  per  cent  upon  the  salaries  of  all  offices 
held  during  his  pleasure,  the  salaries  of 
which  were  500L  a-year  and  upwards.  Par- 
liament would  probably  be  of  opinion  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  carried  lower ;  and,  to 
places  held  by  patent,  it  could  not,  with- 
out a  special  act  of  parliament,  apply. 
To  this  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  which 
was  to  continue  for  five  years,  the  lord 
chancellor,  the  cabinet  ministers,  and  the 
great  officers  of  the  household,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  would  be  subjected. 
He  trusted  it  would  not  henceforward  be 
said,  that  ministers  had  thrown  burthens 
upon  their  inferiors  to  avoid  bearing  them 
theooselves.  Though  this  accusation  had 
often  been  urged,  they  had  never  thought 
it  worth  contradicting;  convinced  tliat 
the  efiect  which  it  might  produce  for  a 
time  would  not  fail  to  be  dissipated  when 
the  truth  should  come  to  be  known. 

He  should  now  bring  the  whole  saving 
proposed  before  the  view  of  tlie  House-^ 
a  saving  which,  to  some  gentlemen,  might 
appear  inconsiderable,  but  which  he 
trusted  the  country  would  appreciate  as 
it  deserved.  He  would  first  state  the  re- 
duction which  would  take  place  in  the 
present  year ;  and  next,  that  which  would 
follow  when  the  operation  of  the  mea- 
sures proposed  should  be  complete.  It 
was  expected  to  obtain  immediately,  by 
the  deauction  for  the  superannuation  fund 
in  the  different  offices,  12,00tf.  a-year. 
He  took  the  government  offices  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  on  200,000/.,  because 
in  some  instances  the  deduction  would  be 
10,  and  in  others  5.  The  ner  centage  in 
the  revenue  department,  be  put  only  at 
44>  because  many  of  the  salaries  being 
under  100/.  a-year,  would  pay  ooly  two 
add  a  half;  but  the  deductions  for  su- 
perannuation in  that  department  would 
amount    to  66|000/«    The  new  salaries 
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commencing  under  arrangement  on  the 
5th  of  Jantury  last,  would  give  a  reduc- 
tion of  15,000/. ;  it  might  be  stated  at 
20,000/.,  but  he  wished  to  keep  within  the 
mark.  The  reduction  of  10  per  cent 
upon  principal  offices  gave  20,000/.  The 
reduction  of  the  household,  and  on 
the  civil  list,  would  produce  25,000/w 
more.  Lastly,  there  was  his  majesty's 
gracious  donation  of  80,000/.;  making, 
exclusive  of  Ireland,  a  sum  of  168,000/. 
Ireland  might  be  put  at  32,000/.,  because 
her  establishment,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
venue, was  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
three  as  compared  with  England;  upon 
England  and  Ireland  together,  therefore, 
there  was  an  immediate  saving  of  200,000/. 
In  future,  he  had  reason  to  believe 
the  amount  of  reduction  would  be  still 
more  considerable.  In  England,  the 
civil  offices,  exclusive  of  the  revenue,r 
would  give  a  further  reduction  of 
30,000/.;  the  revenue  would  probably 
give  100,000/.,  making,  exclusive  of  su*' 

I)erannuation  allowances,  130,000/. ;  Ire- 
and  would  give  43,000/.  more,  making  a 
sum  of  173,000/.  Upon  the  whole,  there- 
fore, it  would  not  be  extravagant  to  ex- 
pect a  saving,  present  and  to  come, ,  of 
373,000/.  a-year.  How  far  such  a  reduc- 
tion would  be  satisfactory  to  the  expec- 
tations of  the  House,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  say;  but  as  the  estimates 
came  before  the  House,  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  and  deciding 
on  all  the  details.  In  the  meantime  he 
hoped  that  ministers  might  take  credit 
with  the  Hotise  and  the  public,  for  dili- 
gence, for  iropartialitv  (and  for  zeal,  as 
far  as  it  was  applicable  to  such  a  duty),,  ^ 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  wish^  of  par- 
liament. He  trusted  that  government 
had  sufficiently  evinced  its  disposition  to 
relieve,  as  far  as  retrenchment  could  give 
r^elief,  the  distresses  of  the  people.  It 
should  be  remembered,  however,  m  look- 
ins  at  the  amoimt  stated,  that  the  whole 
reduction  turned  upon  an  estid>lishroent 
not  exceeding  2,000,000/.  ^  therefore^ 
when  it  was  represented,  that  immense 
sums  might  be  saved  by  deduction,  gen- 
tlemen should  always  remember,  that 
they  could  take  no  more  from  a  thing 
than  the  thing  itself  amounted  to.  Mi- 
nisters, in  the  present  reduction,  had  gone 
as  far  as  they  could  go ;  but  that  would 
be  a  subject  open  to  future  consideration. 
Thev  could  not  expect  the  House  would 
think  they  had  been  right  in  every  puinfr 
of  thoir  arrangement ;  but  they  hoped  to 
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hare  credit  for  diter^ttoD,  Economy,  and 
attention  to  the  public  interest.  The 
right  hon.  gentledian  concluded  with 
moving,  **  Tnat  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
iDg  a  fund  to  provide  for  the  Superannu- 
ation Allowances  which  have  been,  or 
may  be  granted  to  persons  who  have 
held,  or  maj  now,  or  at  any  time  here- 
after hold,  certain  offices  and  emoluments 
in  the  civil  departments  of  his  majesty's 
service*  the  salaries  and  emoluments  of 
lUl  such  persons  shall  be  charged  with 
such  demictions  or  payments  as  are 
hereinafter  mentioned;  that  is  to  say: 
Upon  every  salary  and  emolument  which 
shall  in  the  whole  amount  to  d(V.,  and  be 
k«s  than  100/.,  a  deduction  after  the  rate 
of  2/1. 1  Of.  per  cent :— Upon  every  salary 
and  emolument  which  shall  amount  to 
100/.  per  annum  and  upwards,  a  deduc- 
tion after  the  rate  of  BL  per  cent  per 
annum  upon  so  much  of  such  salary  and 
emolument  as  may  hi^ve  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  fixed  as  the  future  salary  of 
such  office  or  employment ;  and  a  deduc- 
tion after  the  rate  of  \0L  per.cent  upon 
any  excess  of  salary  and  emolument  which 
any  such  officer  or  person  may  be  allowed 
to  continue  to  receive,  in  respect  of  such 
office  or  emolument;  and  all  such  de- 
ductions which  shall  be  made  upon  the 
amount  of  salary  and  emolument  shall  be 
applied  towards  creating  a  General  Supers 
ftnnuation  Fund." 

Mr.  Banket  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
Kberal  donation  from  the  Crown.  With 
respect  to  some  of  the  details  which  had 
been  stated,  he  could  not  altogether  con- 
cur with  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He 
was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  reduction 
of  salaries  in  aid  of  the  superannuation 
fund.  In  cases  where,  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  money,  salaries  had  been  increased, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
be  reduced  to  their  former  level.  He 
could  not  understand  why  a  young  man, 
going  into  a  government  office,  was  to  be 
exempted  ft'om  those  chances  to  which 
men  in  other  professions  were  subject  ? 
The  arrangement  proposed,  certainly 
Went  too  far ;  since  it  gave  to  a  man  su- 
perannuated, under  some  circumstances, 
the  whole  amount  of  his  salary.  In  his 
opinion  a  plan  of  so  much  importance, 
ought  not  to  be  decided  on  in  haste. 
The  riffht  hon.  gentleman  had,  it  appeared, 
placed  all  the  salaries  of  Individuals  in 
classes.  Now,  he  should  like  to  know 
irhat  increase  had  taken  place  since  the 
jrear  1810.    Generally  speakmg,  he.  con- 


eetved  that  larger  deductions  than  thosd 
now  proposed  might  be  made  from  the 
more  extensive  salaries,  and  that  a  smaller 
sum  should  be  sobtracted  ft'om  those  of 
a  lower  denomination.  He  was  willing 
to  give  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  every 
credit  for  his  efforts  In  devising  this  j^an. 
He  could  easily  feel  and  appreciate  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  to  encounter. 
He  was  well  aware  of  the  troth  of  what 
had  been  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
It  almost  required  some  degree  of  bald- 
ness of  heart,  to  propose  a  redaction  of 
salary  to  men  who  had  long  performed 
useful  and  arduous  public  duties;  but 
still  the  state  of  the  country  required 
economy,  and  feeling  must  give  way  to 
duty. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  nothing  was  further  firom  his  wuli 
than  the  hurrying  this  measure  forward. 
In  his  opinion,  the  best  way  would  be  td 
give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  after  idiicb, 
the  various  objecUons  might  be  Stated,  in 
the  course  of  its  difierent  staees. 

Mr.  Mttrryat  condemned  the  system 
which  was  now  acted  on,  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  state,  of  regularly  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  adl  the  clerks,  at 
certain  fixed  periods.  This  rule,  which 
made  them  independent  of  their  superiors, 
to  whom  they  ought  to  be  made  to  look 
up  for  advancement,  destrojred  all  incen- 
tive to  emulation,  and  exertion.  It  made 
no  distinction  between  merit  and  no  merit 
•^-4>etween  activity  and  no  activity.  The 
existing  system  of  superannuauon  win 
most  Important.  The  intended  improve- 
ments aid  not  remove  his  objections  to 
that  system.  The  question  came  to  this 
—whether  the  plan  of  superannuation  was 
not  so  radically  bad,  as  to  call  for  its 
abolition?  To  judge  of  this  question 
correctly,  they  ought  to  be  in  possession 
of  an  account  of  all  salaries  granted  to 
the  civil  servants  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
superannuations  voted  to  those  servants, 
since  the  passing  of  the  50th  of  the  late 
king.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
given  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  sdper- 
annuations  in  some  departments,  and  hsd 
argued  that  those  superannuations  were 
only  in  the  proportion  of  9|  or  lOf  per 
cent  on  the  sums  paid  for  actual  service. 
But  the  account  to  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  referred,  by  no  means  gave 
a  fair  view  of  the  whole  expense.  A 
paper  was  laid  on  the  table  on  the  18th  of 
last  month,  giving  an  account  of  the  sn« 
perammation,  pensions,  and  tabriet  of  did 
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di&Brant  oSoen  in  ihe  Navy  and  Victual* 
jiDg-office,  The  whole  amount  of  e^pen. 
diture  was  543t00(tf.>  and  be  obienred 
amongst  the  items  a  number  of  contin- 
gencies, comprising  stationerT,  parish 
rat^  taxes,  firing,  postage,  and  he  knew 
not  what  else«  But,  independent  of  these 
charges,  there  were  upwards  of  400,000/. 
for  pdaries.;  and  the  superannuations, 
pensions  to  commissioners,  secretaries, 
derks,  and  others,  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment, amounted  to  126,772/m  making  25 
per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the  whde  sum, 
instead  of  10|  per  cent.  This  expense 
bad  grown  up  siuce  the  year  1810,  under 
the  act  then  paieed.  At  that  time^  the 
auperannuations  in  the  Custom-house  were 
about  4,0002.  per  annum,  whereas  tbey 
DOW  amounted  to  100,000/«  If  this  su- 
perannuation system  were  suffered  to  go 
on,  it  would  be  as  bad  as  a  second  set  of 
JPoor-laws*  How,  then,  were  they  to  deal 
with  the  system?  In  inyestigating  it, 
two  parties  were  to  be  considered---the 
clerks  themselves,  and  the  public.  The 
clerks  remonstrated  loudly  against  what 
they  called  the  undue  profits  which  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  intended  to 
make  at  their  expense.  Tbey  had  sent 
forth  a  pam^dilet,  to  which  were  appended 
long  calculations  founded  on  Dr.  Price's 
statements,  by  which  they  laboured  to 
prove,  that  a  sum  of  188,000/.  would  be 
taken  from  508  clerks.  They  declared 
that  they  could  do  much  better  for  diem- 
selves  than  parliament  could  do  for  them ; 
and  re<)uested  that  tliey  should  be  left  in 
pogsession  of  the  5  per  cent  of  which  it 
was  intended  to  deprive  thenu  They 
l^-gued,  that  the  accumulation  of  that  sum 
at  compound  interest,  or  the  laying  it  out 
on  a  life  insurance,  would  furniBh  a  better 
provision  than  was  now  contemplated  for 
tbemielves  and  their  fsmilies*  He  be- 
lieved  this  to  be  the  fsct ;  and  he  knew 
not  on  what  account  parliament  should 
set  about  making  a  provision  for  all  the 
clerks  in  the  different  ofRces.  Why 
4ifaouI4  th^y  not  be  left  to  the  dicutes  of 
their  own  prudence,  as  other  individuals 
were  i  Why  should  they  not  be  allowed 
to  lay  by,  in  the  time  of  health  and 
strength,  that  which  would  be  sufficient 
for  their  maintenance  in  the  period  of  age 
And  infirmity?  He  knew  no  right  they 
had  to  force  men  to  adopt  a  system  of 
economy.  Individual  moials  were  not 
the  object  of  legislative  interfisrence. 
But,  they  were  now  called  on  to  agree  to 
A  moasure  which  would  ahscdute^  prevent 


men  from  becoming  provident,  and  woidd 
tend  to  make  them  selfish.  The  legisla- 
ture would  by  this  measure  compel  a  man 
to  provide  for  himself;  but  at  the  same 
time  the^  left  his  wife  and  family  desti^ 
tote.  The  clerk  must,  according  to  this 
plan,  make  a  provision  for  his  own  sob^ 
sistence ;  but,  if  any  accident  occurred 
to  him,  his  wife  and  family  would  be  left 
without  support.  He  would  now  consider 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  public* 
There  was  one  plain  cause  for  an  altera* 
tion  of  the  system ;  namely,  the  abuse  of 
the  50th  of  the  late  king.  That  act  had 
been  interpreted  in  a  way  which  parlia- 
ment never  intended.  The  meaning  evi^ 
dently  was,  that  a  man  should  not.be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  public,  until  from  age 
or  infirmity  he  was  rendered  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  his  office.  But^ 
was  that  tne  way  in  which  superannua«> 
tions  were  granted?  Certainly  not«  He 
knew  no  man,  whose  acquaintance  was  in 
any  degree  extensive,  who  coidd  not 
reckon  amongst  that  acquaintance  several 
persons  who  were  superannuated,  in  the 
parliamentary  sense  of  the  word.  There 
were  many  young  men  at  present  walking 
about  in  idleness,  who  were  supported  at 
the  public  expense.  He  would  suppose 
a  young  man  of  15  or  16  entering  a  pub* 
lie  office :  at  the  end  of  15  years,  ctrcum^ 
stances  might  have  enabled  him  to  improve 
his  fortune  in  a  very  great  desree.  A 
man  thus  situated  would  rather  play  for  a 
part  ofhb  sakry  tlian  work  for  the  whole. 
He  was  immediately  seized  with  a  head* 
ache,  or  fancied  he  had  one;  or  he 
pleaded  that  he  was  assailed  by  some 
other  trifling  complaint;  and  the  same 
power  that  got  him  into  office  was  e&c* 
tually  exercised  to  get  him  out,  with  a 
handsome  superannuation  allowance.  By 
this  system  three  men  were  often  paid  for 
walking  about,  while,  the  active  service 
was  performed  by  one.  This  was  the 
system  under  the  act  of  the  50th  of 
George  3rd.  When  a  man  went  out  of 
office  superannuated,  one  would  suppose 
that  he  was  incapable  of  doing  any  thing. 
But  if,  in  a  few  years  after,  a  better  situ- 
ation was  offered,  the  superannuated  in- 
dividual frequently  went  to  business  again, 
and  became  as  able  and  efficient  an  officer 
as  any  in  his  majesty *s  service.  It  ap» 
peered  to  him  that  the  deduction  of  5  per 
cent  was  too  much  for  what  ministers 
proposed  to  do  for  the  clerks ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  superannuations  to 
the  amount  of  25  per  cent  were  by  far  too 
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tnoch  for  the  puMic  to  pay.  It  struck 
him,  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  give  op  any 
attempt  to  amend  a  system  so  liable  to 
abuse,  and  to  adopt  the  plan  pointed  out 
by  the  clerks  themselves. 

Mr.  i/um^agreedy  that  the  House  ou^ht 
not  to  decide  on  a  proposition  of  %o  im- 
portant a  nature,  until  they  were  in  full 
possession  of  all  the  particulars  connected 
with  lU  What  the  hon.  member  had 
atated  with  respect  to  the  Custom-house, 
was  estremeiy  important.  At  the  time 
Che  50th  of  the  late  king  passed,  the 
•uperannuations  in  that  department  were 
irery  moderate ;  but  from  that  period  they 
bad  increased  in  a  ratio  of  about  10,006^ 
a  year.  The  system  of  superannuating 
various  individuals,  in  quick  succession, 
was  exemplified  in  a  very  exraordinary 
degree  at  Plymouth ;  in  which  town  there 
was  a  clergyman  who  now  received  5QOL 
a  year  for  preaching  to  a  few  persons,  at 
the  same  moment  that  two  individually 
who  had  successively  given  up  the  situa- 
tion, were  each  receiving  a  superannuation 
allowance.  If  provisions,  in  the  .shape  of 
superannuations,  were  made  fairly  and 
equally,  he  could  see  no  objection  to  them ; 
but,  those  wtio  deserved  a  proper  allow- 
ance to  retire  on,  were  not  the  persons 
who  received  it.  If  ministers  wished  to 
act  correctly,  they  would  reduce,  as  much 
as  possible,  that  patronage  which  procured 
superannuations  for  one  set  of  persons,  in 
order  to  place  others  in  their  situations. 
He  must  say,  that  the  comparative  sraall- 
ness  of  the  deductions  which  ministers 
were  about  to  make,  did  not  Haeet  his 
ideas  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment. 
Now  what  saving  was  to  be  eliected  in  the 
present  year?  Why,  including  Ireland, 
there  was  a  calculated  saving  of  200,000/. 
on  a  gross  sum  of  4,200,000/.  appropriated 
for  the  civil  expenditure,  including  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  various  other 
items.  If  they  added  Scotland,  and  ire- 
land,  it  would  form  a  total  of  5,300,000/., 
on  which  a  saving  of  200,000/.  was  to  be 
etfected.  Now  this  was  not  such  a  reduc- 
tion of  expenses  as  they  had  a  right  to 
expect.  But  what  was  the  eventual  re- 
duction to  be  ?  He  understood  it  would 
go  to  the  extent  of  400,000/.  But,  when 
they  looked  to  the  enormous  increase 
wbicb  bad  occurred  in  the  amount  of 
salaries,  that  saving  was  by  far  too 
little.  Were  they  to  be  content  with  a 
deduction  of  about  4  per  cent  when  the 
^ue  of  the  currency  was  so  greatly  in- 
9r#ased?    He,  iot  one,  was  quite  map- 


pointed  at  the  right  hon.  gentleroan's  state* 
roent.  With  respect  to  the  superannua- 
tion system,  the  fact  really  was,  that  die 
allowances  were  granted,  not  in  proportion 
to  a  man's  services  and  necesisities,  but  in 
proportion  to  the  number  and  power  of 
his  friends.  The  system  of  superannuation 
was  an  encouragement  to  expense,  entailed 
a  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense  on  the 
country.  It  would  be  most  wise  to  abandon 
the  practice  of  granting  superannuations, 
unlesis  where  an  extremecasewasmade  out. 
He  put  it  to  ministers,  whether  it  was 
just  to  make  the  same  deduction  fVom  a 
man  who  had  only  150/.  year,  and  from 
one  who  had  500/.  ?  Evidently  the  bur- 
den would  fall  on  the  junior  classes,  and 
it  was  unfair  to  press  heavily  on  those  who 
could  so  ill  afford  it.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  after  having  stated  that 
80,000/.  were  reduced  from  his  majesty; 
and  25,000/.  from  other  officers,  said  that 
this  would  prevent  the  disgrace  and  pain 
of  examining  the  accounts  of  the  civil  list. 
He  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  his 
sufprise  at  such  language.  The  House 
had  passed  resolutions,  reserving  it  to 
themselves  to  investigate  and  control  this 
branch  of  expenditure,  and  they  had  at 
several  times  exercised  this  ri^ht.  He 
could  not  therefore  see  what  pam  or  dis- 
grace could  result  from  thoroughly  exam- 
ining the  accounts  of  the  civil  list;  and  be 
hoped  the  House  would  consider  it  due 
to  the  country  to  examine  them.  He 
trusted  they  would  feel  the  necessity  of 
deducting  equally  from  all  salaries,  the 
highest  as  well  as  the  lowest. 

Mr.  ^uart  Woriley  said,  he  felt  highly 
grateful  for  the  communication  made  to 
the  House,  with  respect  to  the  gracious 
intention  of  his  majesty.  He  would  not 
however,  pledge  himself  to  support  the 
whole  plan.  It  would  be^|iite  impossible 
for  the  House  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
until  such  time  as  the  details  were  before 
them.  There  was  a  great  deal,  he  thought 
in  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member 
for  Sandwich,  with  respect  to  the  principle 
of  superannuation. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  it 
had  been  asserted,  that  the  superannuation 
act  had  been  studiously  abused.  Now,  he 
did  not  say  that  it  was  not  open  to  abuse ; 
and  that,  in  the  preat  many  cases  which 
were  connected  with  it,  some  abuses  might 
not  be  traced.  But  his  right  hon.  fnend 
had  stated  a  case  which  wb»  jmmajacie 
calculated  to  repel  the  insinuation  of 
abuse.    He  htA  stated^  that  of  1 ,800  peis 
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•0118  taperanmiated  from  the  revenue  and  i 
political  offices,  the  average  number  was 
nearer  SO  than  29  years  of  service ;  and 
that  the  ages  of  those  who  were  in  posses- 
sion of  superannuation  allowances  avera* 
ged  65  years.    These  facts  did  not  render 
particular  abases  impossible,  but  they  re- 
pelled the  insinuation  of  studied  and  gene- 
ral abuse.    The  hqp.  member  for  Sandwich 
had  argued,  that  the  superannuation  act 
ought  to  be  sot  rid  of,  and  liberal  salaries 
given  to  clerks,  leaving  them  then  to  their 
own  moral  prudence,  and  their  sense  of  mo- 
ral fitness,  to  make  provision  for  their  re- 
th^ment.    But  suppose  they  had  not  this 
•ense  of  moral  fitness,  and  that  they  had 
arrived  at  a  time  of  life  when  they  became 
^ery  bad  clerks,  what  was  the  government 
to  do?     Were  they  to  turn  them  loose 
with  nothing  to  live  upon  >     Was  there 
any  thing  more  abhorrent  to  every  sound 
feeling,  than  that  a  man,  who  had  not  had 
the  prudence  to  lay  by  a  purse,  should  be 
turned  adrift  afler  a  service  perhaps  of  50 
years?    General  theories  were  not  very 
good  things,  nor  could  a  government  safe- 
ly act  upon  them.    If  they  acted  upon  the 
theory  of  the  hon.  member  for  Sandwich, 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  they  could 
never  turn  out  their  old  servants,  however 
inefficient  and  useless  they  might  become. 
The  hon.  member  had  talked  of  a  vast 
number  of  vigorous  and  healthy  young 
men  who  had  retired  on  a  convenient  al- 
lowance, and  were  to  be  seen  daily  pro- 
menading the  streets.    Now,  he  could  as- 
sure the  House  that  it  had  been  the  an- 
xious endeavour  of  government,  to  ascer- 
tain that  individuals  were  unfit  for  service 
before  they  were  permitted  to  retire.    He 
admitted,  that  the  system  of  superannua- 
tions was  one  which  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  execute,  and  that  the  principle  by 
which  it  was  regulated  required  to  be  con- 
trolled by  a  countervailing  principle.    The 
system  at  Ceylon  was  exactly  a  case  in 
point.    By  that  system  a  general  fund  was 
created  by  the  parties  themselves  out  of 
their  own  emoluments ;  the  great  advan- 
tage of  which  was,  that  it  did  not  leave  it 
to  the  moral  feeling  or  prudence  of  the 
parties  to  provide  for  future  exigencies  by 

Erivatte  savmgs.  It  having  been  ascertained 
y  a  series  m  vears,  what  sum  would  af- 
ford a  reasonable  allowance  on  superannua- 
tion, that  sum  was  taken  as  a  fixed  and 
unalterable  limit,  which  was  in  no  case  to 
4>e  exceeded.  By  this  arrangement  the 
administration  of  the  fund  would  be  pla- 
ced under  the  obiervation  of  the  clerks 


themselves,  whose  jnterest  it  would  become 
to  prevent  their  own  claims  from  beine  de- 
feated by  fraudulent  or  undue  applications. 
The  hon.  member  for  Sandwich  had  made 
some  statements  which  appeared  to  con- 
travene those  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer.   His  right  hon.  friend  had  said, 
that  the  average  charge  of  superannuations 
did  not  exceed  ten  per  cent  and  the  hon. 
member  for  Sandwich  had  referred  to  cer- 
tain returns,  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  charge  was  25  per  cent.    These  re- 
turns, however,  beside  the  superannuations 
for  existing  offices,   contained  many  for 
offices  that  had  been  suppressed.     The 
hon.  member  f6r  Aberdeen  had  entered 
his  protest  against  the  measure,  and  with 
a  view  of  damping  the  tone  of  congratula- 
tion which  he  saw  rising  in  the  House, 
had  declared,  that  he  was  by  no  means 
satisfied.     He  could  not  help  remarking, 
however,  that  the  hon.  member  was  lower 
in  point  of  tone  than  he  had  been  since 
the  commencement  of  the  session ;  it  was, 
in  fact,  bis  first  blank  evening;  and  he 
must  say,  he  had  never  before  neard  him 
in  so  smaJl  a  key.    It  was  evident  that  the 
hon.   member  was   rather   surprised   or 
damped  by  what  had  fallen  from  his  right 
hon.  friend,  and  that  he  found  he  had  not 
so  strong  a  case  against  minbters,  as  he 
bad  expected.    The  hon.  member  com- 
plained that  a  sum  of  200,000^  was  an  in- 
adequate reduction  on  a  fund  of  5,000,000^ 
but  the  hon.  member  had  laid  out  of  his 
calculation  the  great  expence  of  collecting 
the  revenue,  which  would  deprive  him  of 
more  than  half  his  argument ;  for  out  of 
4,000,000^,  only  1,600,000/.  was  applica- 
ble to  the  present  question.    He  would 
not  deny  that  very  large  reductions  might 
be  made  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 
Committees  were  at  that  moment  sitting 
on  every  branch  of  the  revenue.    It  was 
true  that  the  reductions  proposed  did  not 
quite  come  up  to  the  standard  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen.    That  hon.  member, 
when  he  had  no  better  reason  for  a  pro- 
position, immediately  Jumped  at  a  conclu- 
sion, and   maintained   the   necessity   of 
making  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent.    This 
was  the  infallible  remedy,  which  he  pro- 
posed as  regularly  as  the  evening  came. 
This  was  not  the  way  to  animate  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Crown  in  the  work  of  re- 
trenchment    The   more   they  did,  the 
more  they  were  reproached ;  and  the  ap- 
petite of  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  seemed 
only  to  increase  with  the  sustenance  it 
received.    But  he  ti\»ted  the  House  did 
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pot  participate  io  the  feeltogt  of  die  hoa. 
roember  for  Aberdeen.  The  hon.  member 
complained,  that  every  thine  bad  not  been 
reduced  to  the  standard  of  1797-  Now, 
since  1797,  the  business  of  the  Treasury 
had  increased  six-fold.  Was  it  extraordi- 
nary, then,  that  there  should  be  an  increase 
of  nine  officers  in  this  department,  espe- 
cially when  it  was  considered  that  the 
Irish  Treasury  was  annexed  to  it  i  His 
right  hon.  friend  had  stated  that,  in  this 
single  department  of  the  Treasury,  there 
was  an  actual  reduction  of  S3  per  cent, 
exclusive  of  the  5  per  cent  applied  to  the 
superannuation  fund.  The  civil  list  had 
afforded  the  hon.  member  another  oppor- 
tuuitv  of  indulging  in  that  rich  repast  of 
Retail  with  whidi  be  had  on  so  many  for* 
mer  occasions  regaled  the  House.  What- 
ever  might  be  the  hon.  member's  taste,  the 
taste  of  parliament  was  of  a  very  different 
description.  ^It  was  neither  the  practice 
nor  the  provmce  of  parliament— he  had 
almost  said,  it  was  not  within  the  compe- 
kence  of  parliament — to  enter  into  the 
question  or  the  civil  list,  except  at  the  in- 
stance  of  the  Crown.  He  would  refer  the 
hon.  member  to  the  language  of  Mr.  Fox, 
who  had  uniformly  declared,  that  he  would 
never  saffisr  this  question  to  be  entertained 
with  his  consent,  unless  the  Crown  applied 
to  parliament  for  some  modification  of  the 
contract  which  it  had  nude,  or  for  the  dis- 
charge of  any  debt  which  m|ght  have  ac- 
cumulated. With  respect  to  the  commu- 
nication of  his  majesty's  ffracious  desire  to 
s(bare  in  the  difficulties  of  his  subjects,  he 
could  assurejthe  House,  that  if  bis  majesty 
bad  indulged  bis  own  feelings^  they  would 
have  had  no  limit  but  that  of  best  contri- 
buting to  the  wants  of  the  people*  His 
miyesty's  servants  would,  however,  have 
practised  a  gross  delusion,  if  they  had  led 
the  House  to  suppose,  that  as  large  a 
aacrifice  could  have  been  advised,  as  his 
majesty's  paternal  feelings  would  have 
induced  him  to  makc^-Had  they  advised 
such  a  course,  they  would  have  involved 
the  Crown,  the  parliament,  and  the 
country,  in  the  greatest  of  all  perplexi- 
ties«^that  of  having  the  debts  of  the  civil 
list  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Bennet  contended,  that  the  resolu- 
tion distmctly  pledged  the  House  to  sup- 
port the  principle  of  supenumnatioo, 
which  was  in  itself  extremely  objection- 
able He  could  see  no  hardsbii>  in  offi- 
cial men  being  obliged  to  maintain  tbero- 
,  selves  when  they  rfitiiedi   out  of  their 


savings  while  in  office*  That  was  the 
common  lot  of  men,  and  he  could  see  no 
principle  upon  which  persons  in  official 
situations  should  be  exempted  from  it* 
There  were  in  the  salaries  to  be  reduced 
many  points  worthy  of  consideration.  It 
was  not  fair  that  the  first  lord  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  salary  was  6,000/.  a  year, 
should  only  suffer  a  reduction  of  lo2l  per 
cent»  and  that  a  junior  clerk,  who  now 
had  a  salary  of  126L  a  year,  should  be  re- 
duced to  a  salary  of  lOCtf.  a  year.  Besides 
some  of  the  inferior  clerks  were  not  paid 
too  much  at  present;  125L  a  year  was 
not  more  than  many  of  them  deserve 
to  have ;  but  6,000^  a  year  was  more  than 
ought  to  be  naid  to  any  first  lord  of  the 
Treasury.  Iran  opportunity  were  given* 
he  would  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the 
salaries  of  all  the  ^eat  offices  of  the  state* 
In  the  present  distressed  circumstances 
of  the  country,  all  of  them  were  too  high. 
The  salary  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  was 
greatly  too  high.  Many  offices  in  the 
household;  for  instance,  those  of  lord 
chamberlain  and  lord  steward,  as  they 
were  offices  of  great  honour,  ought  to  be 
performed  without  any  emolument.  Ho 
could  not  help  expressm^  his  surprise  a^ 
hearing  the  noble  marquis  maintain,  that 
as  the  dvil  list  had  been  once  settled,  the 
House  was  not  competent  to  make  a  frerii 
arrangement  of  it,  and  at  bis  quothig  a 
speech  of  Mr.  Fox  in  corroboration  ot 
that  extraordinary  doctrine.  Now,  the 
present  was  not  we  first  time  that  those 
who  never  could  be  brought  to  listen  to 
Mr.  Fox's  warning  voice  when  alive  had 
quoted  bis  words  afler  his  death,  thoi^h 
not  exactly  in  the  sense  which  he  had  used 
them.  For  his  own  part,  he  recollected 
that  upon  one  occasion,  when  lord  North 
came  forwsrd«  to  deny  the  right  of  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  civil  list,  except 
when  the  Crown  came  to  ask  for  an  addi- 
tion to  it,  Mr.  Fox  had  explicitly  declared 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  examine 
into  it  at  all  times — to  augment  it,  if  any 
augmentation  should  be  found  necessary, 
and  to  diminish  it,  if  the  Crown  appeared 
to  draw  more  from  the  people  tlian  the 
circumstances  of  tlie  people  warranted. 
Indeed,  in  the  year  1780,  Mr.  Fox  had 
put  a  question  to  sir  Fletcher  Norton 
upon  that  very  subject,  and  obtained  an 
opinion  from  him,  that  the  House  had  a 
nght  to  inquire  into  every  circomstance 
connected  with  the  dvil  list.*     Where 
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the  noble  mtrquU  had  caught  up  that 
•hred  and  patch  which  he  had  quoted,  he 
could  not  tell;  but  this  he  would  taVy 
that  it  was  belied  by  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Fox's  public  Ufe.  He  would  now  only 
state  his  obiection  to  the  plan  generally, 
as  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  into  the 
details  until  the  necessary  papers  were 
before  the  House. 

Sir  W.  De  Crespigny  said,  that  mkis- 
ters  were  only  taking  off  the  lighter  por- 
tion of  the  burthens  of  the  country,  whilst 
they  allowed  the  heavier  weight  to  press 
iipon  them. 

Mr.  Warre  inquired,  whether  the  same 
reductions  were  to  take  place  in  Ireland 
as  in  England,  and  whether  the  allowances 
to  foreign  ambassadors  were  to  be  re^ 
du^ed  f  He  thouaht  it  would  be  better, 
if  the  salaries  afforded  to  public  men 
during  their  serrice,  were  to  be  consi<» 
dered  as  their  whole  remuneration;  and 
that  they  should  r^ulate  their  expendi- 
ture accordingly. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  that 
the  civil  list  of  Ireland  would  ne  subject 
to  the  same  regulation  as  that  of  England ; 
and  that  the  r^uction  of  10  per  cent  was 
also  to  extend  to  the  salaries  of  foreign 
missions. 

Mr.  Wynn  maintained,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  superannuation  was  most  important, 
and  argued,  that  it  was  necessary  to  vest 
the  heads  of  departments  with  the  power 
of  superannuating  such  servants  of  the 
public  as  had  exhausted  their  best  facul- 
ties io  its  service.  Honourable  gentlemen 
had  spoken  as  if  superannuation  was  an 
object  of  desire  to  those  to  whom  it  was 
granted.  Now,  the  contrary  was  the  case 
Uie  fiiculties  of  individuals  in  general 
giving  way  long  before  they  themselves 
discovered  it.  As  a  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, he  auoted  the  case  of  the  great  lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  held  his  situation  ^ye 
years  longer  than  his  talents  fitted  him 
tor  it  To  show  that  there  was  no  fair 
reason  for  presuming  that  the  principle  of 
superannuation  would  be  abused,  he 
stated,  that  thirty  was  the  average  number 
of  years  served  by  the  persons  now  super- 
innuated,  and  that  sixty-five  was  the 
average  of  thenr  respective  ages.  As  to 
the  plan  of  making  sudi  clerks  as  had  not 
laid  uo  a  provision  for  old  age  petitioners 
fcr  the  bounty  of  jpariiament,  he  con- 
demned it  in  unqualified  terms.  Whilst 
the  country  continued  a  monarchy,  its 
lervants  were  bound  to  look  to  the  Crown 
Ibr  remuneration :  if  they  once  looked  to 


parliament  (6t  it»  there  would  be  an 
end  of  the  monarchy,  a  republic  would 
be  established,  and  all  our  ancient  in« 
stitudons  would  be  swept  away  lor  ever. 
Alluding  to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Fox 
with  regard  to  the  civil  list,  he  de- 
clared that  he  had  heard  Mr.  Fox,  in  the 
year  1802,  say,  that  it  was  the  practice  of 
the  constitution  to  allow  the  bargain  made 
with  the  Crown,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  reign,  to  remain  fixed  and  unaltered ; 
and  that  too  upon  two  grounds ;  the  one» 
that  the  Crown  might  not  be  brought  into 
an  improper  dependence  upon  parliament ; 
and  the  other,  that  it  mignt  not  run  into 
debt  from  an  expectation  that  pariiament 
would  come  forward  to  discharge  them. 
Nothing  was  merer  likely  to  diminish  the 
reverence  due  to  the  Crown,  than  a  coo* 
tinual  scrutiny  into  what  was  its  just  and 
necessary  expenditure. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  thatas  the  committee 
was  called  upon  to  vote  without  evidence^ 
and  as  he  wished  to  have  the  papera 
printed  before  the  House  agreed  to  the 
resolutions,  he  should  move  thiBt  the  chair* 
man  do  report  progress. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said,  he  would  con» 
cur  in  the  resolution,  as  he  understood  it 
did  not  pledge  him  to  support  the  details 
of  tlie  bill  woich  might  be  founded  upoi» 
it.  He  admitted  that  superannuatioD 
oueht  not  to  be  on  a  scale  which  might 
induce  gentlemen  in  office  to  retire,  but 
at  the  same  time  it  was  proper,  when  an 
individual  had  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  in  the  public  senrice,  that  the 
public  should  not  desert  him  when  hewas^ 
mcapable  of  further  service. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  he  was  a  friend  to 
the  principle  of  superannuation,  but  he 
would  object  to  the  proposed  reductions^ 
if  they  went  to  affect  those  who  held  si* 
tuations  as  low  as  SQL  or  100/.  a  year* 
He,  however,  would  say,  that  the  proposed 
saving  of  200,000/.  and  a  contemplated 
saving  of  200,000/.  more,  ought  to  be 
viewed  with  satisfaction  by  the  country* 
He  could  not  help  expressmg  the  satis* 
fhction  with  which  he  had  heard  the  com* 
munication  from  the  thronci  that  30,000/. 
was  to  be  given  from  the  privy^  purse  for 
five  years.  Some  gentlemen  might  think 
this  too  large,  and  others  too  small» 
but  it  was  the  principle  which  he  liked, 
and  even  looking  at  ttie  sum,  he  thought 
It  was  as  much  as,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances could  be  expected,  ai^d  was  sure  it 
wouldgivegreatsatisfactionto  the  country. 

Mn  P.  Moore  consented  ta  withdraw 
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his  motion.    After  which,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday^  March  12. 
Navy  Five  Per  Cents  Bill.]     On 
the  orcler  of  this  day,  for  the  second  read* 
ipgof  the  bill, 

The  Earl  of  lAverpocl  said,  he  would 
state  the  reasons  on  wnich  he  recommend- 
ed the  measure  to  their  lordships*  adop- 
tion. Whether  they  were  entitled,  con- 
sistently with  ffood  faith,  to  reduce  the 
interest  of  the  five  per  cent  stock  to  four 
or  three  per  cent,  was  the  question  for 
iheir  consideration.  Their  lordships  were 
aware,  that  in  funding  the  navy  debt  at 
the  close  of  the  American  war,  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  create  a  five  per 
cent  stock,  called  the  navy  five  per  cents. 
The  act  by  which  this  stock  was  created 
contained  a  clause,  according  to  which  it 
was  not  to  be  paid  or  reduced  until 
25,000,000/.  of  the  national  debt  should 
be  redeemed  and  paid  ofi*.  But,  though 
there  could  be  no  compulsoiy  payment 
until  this  condition  was  satisfied,  it  cer- 
tainly was  at  all  times  practicable  for  the 
government  to  pay  off  any  quantity  of 
Sttock,  provided  the  holders  were  willing 
to  receive  their  principal  in  money,  or 
such  other  terms  as  might  be  offered  to 
them.  During  the  remainder  of  the  peace 
from  the  end  of  the  American  war,  and 
previous  to  1793, 10,000,000/.  of  the  three 
per  cents  bad  been  paid  off.  The  question 
nad  been  agitated,  whether  the  four  per 
cents  should  not  be  reduced ;  and  if  the 
peace  had  continued,  some  measure  of 
that  kind  might  have  been  carried.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  five  per  cents,  it  never 
had  been  in  the  power  of  the  government 
to  reduce  them,  as  their  required  condi- 
tion had  not  been  fulfilled.  Now,  the  first 
Suestion  for  consideration  was,  whe- 
ler  there  had  bondjde  been  25,000,000/. 
of  the  national  debt  paid  off  since  the  close 
of  the  American  war  ?  The  condition  had 
been  repeated  in  diferent  acts,  after  the 
period  at  which  the  five  per  cents  were 
created.  But,  between  the  period  of  the 
creation  of  that  stock  and  the  year  1793, 
10,000,000/.  of  the  national  debt  had 
been  redeemed ;  and  since  the  year  1816 
the  farther  sum  of  19,000,000/.  had  been 
redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the  sinkine 
fund.  This  was  a  sum  which  exceeded 
the  stipulated  condition,  and  therefore  left 
no  doubt  on  that  point.  Therei  waf,  how- 
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ever,  another  circumstaooe  which  ought 
not  to  be  passed  over  unnoticed  ;  namely, 
the  redemption  of  the  land-tax.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  the  bqnajlde  fulfilment 
of  the  condition  under  which  the  five  per 
cent  stock  had  been  created.  But  it  was 
said,  that  by  the  16th  and  25th  of  Geo.2nd, 
one  year's  previous  notice  was  required 
to  be  given  to  the  holders,  before  that 
stock  could  be  paid  off.  The  condition  in 
the  act  by  which  the  five  per  cent  stock 
was  created  was  certainly  subsequent  to 
these  acts ;  and  the  argument  was,  that 
the  act  creating  the  five  per  cents  must 
have  reference  to  them,  because  it  was 
provided  that  that  stock  should  not  be  re- 
duced until  25,000,000/.  of  the  national 
debt  was  redeemed.  But,  if  it  was  not 
enacted  that  this  redemption  should  be  ef« 
fected  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
16th  and  25th  of  Geo.  2nd,  the  objection, 
in  his  opinion,  fell  to  the  ground.  The 
eflfect  of  the  bargain  with  the  holders  of  the 
three  per  cents  was,  that  they  could  not 
be  compelled  to  accept  terms  for  thejr 
stock,  without  a  previous  notice  of  one 
year  that  government  intended  to  pay  it 
off;  but  surely  the  government  was  coin- 
petent  to  pay  off  that  stock  at  any  time» 
with  the  consent  of  the  proprietors.  The 
stipulation  respecting  the  redemption  of 
the  25,000,000/.  of  debt  could  have  re- 
ference only  tjo  the  actual  paying  off,  and 
not  to  the  manner  of  the  paying.  If,  tber^ 
fore,  their  lordships  were  satbfied  that 
25,000,000/.  had  been  redeemed,  thev 
must  be  convinced  that  every  thing  which 
good  faith  demanded  had  been  dopie.  But, 
he  might,  if  necessary,  rely  on  the  equity 
of  the  case.  What  could  be  more  evident 
than  that  the  government  was  now  only 
doing  what,  in  the  opinion  of  all  man- 
kind, might  at  any  time  be  done?  It 
had  been  the  invariable  opinion  both  of  the 
buyers  and  sellers  of  five  per  cent  stock, 
that  the  government  was  at  liberty  to  pay 
that  stock  off  at  any  time.  Had  this  not 
been  the  case,  the  effect  of  the  contrary 
opinion  would  have  shown  itself  in  the  re- 
lative price  of  the  public  funds.  Whea 
the  three  per  cenu  were  at  78,  the  five  per 
cents  ougnt  to  have  been  at  120,  if  it  was 
imagined  that  they  could  not  be  paid  off, 
whereas  they  had  scarcely  ever  exceeded 
108.  The  reason  plainly  was,  that  every 
person  was  convinced  that  thi^  stock  was 
redeemable.  He  thoueht  he  had  said 
enough  as  to  the  equitable  legality  of  thia 
measure.   It  now  remained  to  tpeak  of  tliQ 
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nodeby.whldi  it  was  propofed  to  carry  it 
intoeftct.  TbatroodewaSycaUingoiithe 
holden  of  the  five  per  cents  to  expreu 
Uieirdinent  And  here  twoqaetHonsarote: 
fiftty  whether  this  intfde  was  equitable; 
aecondlv,  whether  it  was  expedient.  He 
contended  that  it  was  perfectly  eqaiti^le 
io  itself,  nore  especiidly  as  it  was  only 
following  a  coarse  chalked  out  by  pvece- 
dents.  Their  lordships  would  find  an  ex- 
ample of  the  same  mode  in  the  Consoli- 
dated act.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  that 
act,  particular  revenues  were  charged  with 
the  mterest  of  particular  funds.  The  con- 
solidated act,  though  not  a  violation  of 
the  public  fiuth,  certainly  made  an  altera*' 
tion  of  some  importance  to  the  stock- 
holder, for  many  of  the  public  creditors 
might  prefer  the  security  of  one  fund  to 
another.  That  act,  however,  required 
the  persons  interested  to  declare  their  dis- 
sent. When  the  long  annuities  were  trans* 
forred  to  a  diflerent  fund,  the  same  prin- 
ciple was  followed.  With  respect  to  the 
question,  whether  the  holders  of  five  per 
cdnts  should  take  the  offer  made  to  them 
by  government,  or  receive  100/.  in  money 
for  every  100^  of  stock,  no  indhridual 
could  have  any  difficulty  in  forming  his 
opinion.  It  was,  therefore,  expedient, 
that  as  little  time  as  possible  should  be 
allowed  to  elapse,  before  the  measure 
was  carried  into  eflSsct.  If  the  parties  had 
been  reouired  to  signify  their  consent  in* 
stead  ot  their  dissent,  the  stock-jobbing 
consequent  on  such  an  arrangement  would 
have  been  enormous.-  With  regard  to  the 
foreign  rdations  of  the  country,  since 
parliament  bad  met,  no  alteration  had 
taken  place  which  would  prevent  his  ma- 
jesty vom  repeatinji^  the  declaration  in  his 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  But 
he  did  not  mean  that  his  declaration 
should  rest  there.  Without  holding  out 
any  expectations  as  to  what  might  happen 
in  the  comrse  of  some  years,  or  one  year, 
or  even  six  months,  he  must  say,  that  he 
never  knew  a  period  in  which  this  country 
was  less  likely  to  be  involved  in  war. 
When  he  considered  the  nature  of  the 
measure,  he  could  not  anticipate  any  fitter 
time  for  its  execution  than,  the  present. 
Were  ministers  to  neslect  the  opportu- 
nity wbieh  presented  itself  of  saving 
l,8d0bO0Q{.  a  year,  and  adding  to  the 
advantages  which  not  only  the  increase  of 
the  rerenua  in  the  last  year,  but  the 
prospect  of  a  prc^gressive  increase  af- 
forded? In  the -whole  transaction,  good 
foith  had  been  maintaioed:  and  whilci  the 
VOL.  VI. 


pQblic  interest  had  been  secured  on  the 
one  hand,  the  most  liberal  terms  were 
given  to  the  holders  of  the  five  per  cents 
on  the  other. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  firmly 
believed  that  no  man  e? er  entertained  any 
doubt  of  the  5  per  cents  being  redeem- 
able. If  this  opinion  had  not  prevailed, 
there  would  have  been  a  great  difference 
in  the  market  price  between  the  5  per 
cents  and  other  stock;  but  when  the 
8  per  cents  were  at  78,  the  5  per  cents 
hsid  never  been  more  tlum  108,  though,  if 
they  had  been  irredeemable  the  price 
would  have  been  120.  If  courts  of  equity 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  the 
5  per  cents  irredeemable,  they  would  not, 
as  had  been  their  practice,  hate  ordered 
stock,  in  cases  of  trusts,  to  be  transferred 
into  the  3  per  cents,  without  regard  to 
the  state  in  which  the  testator  had  left 
the  property.  But  it  was  stipulated,  that 
25,000,000/1  of  the  national  debt  should 
be  paid  off  before  the  5  per  cents  could 
be  reduced;  and  it  was  required  by  an- 
other act,  that  one  year's  notice  must  be 
given  before  the  S  per  cents  were  paid  off. 
A  person,  for  whose  opinion  he  entertain- 
ed great  respect  (Mr.  Tiemey)  had  ex* 
pressed  in  another  place  his  doubts  of  tho  < 
legality  of  the  present  measure,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  notice  not  having  beeo 
given. .  But,  the  want  of  this  notice  cdbld 
give  rise  to  no  difficulty,  if  their  lordshipt 
were  satisfied  that  the  25  millions  required 
bv  law  had  actually  been  redeemed.^ 
What  could  the  5  per  cent  holders  have 
to  do  with  the  notice  to  which  the  holders 
of  the  8  per  cents  were  entitled,  if  no 
clause  in  the  act  which  created  the 
former  stock  referred  to  that  notice? 
Then,  as  to  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
25,000,<XXML,  that  was  sUted  to  have  been 
accomplished  in  two  ways,  by  the  opera- 
tion or  the  sinking  fund,  and  by  the  re- 
demption of  the  land-tax.  He  must  con- 
fess, that  if  their  lordships  had  nothing  to 
guide  their  judgment  but  a  reference  to 
the  first  mode  of  paying  off  the  debt,  they 
might  have  some  difficulty  in  interpretingr 
this  clause  of  the  act.  But,  they  were  to 
consider  what  the  intention  of  parliament 
had  been.  Now,  he  could  not  suppose 
the  legislature  so  forgetful  in  passing  the 
act  in  question,  as  not  to  know,  that  debt 
might  be  paid  off  with  one  hand„and  con- 
tracted with  the  other.  If  he  were  obliged 
to  give  aa  opinion  on  the  point,  he  should 
say,  that  if  25  millions  were  actually  paid 
off  and  cancelled^  the  condition  was  fiiU 
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filled.  Thip,  he  thought,  mutt  be  held  to 
have*beeo  the  understandine  of  the  legis- 
lature, as  it  was  the  generd  understand- 
ing. But,  when  the  operation  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  land-tax  was  taken  into 
the  account,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
contract  being  complete. 

Earl  Grey  said,  it  was  his  duty,  as  a 
member  of  that  House,  if  doubts  of  the 
justice  of  this  measure  remained  on  bis 
mind,  to  state  those  doubts ;    not  for  the 

{mrpose  of  inducing  their  lordships  to  re- 
ect  the  measure,  but  in  order  that  they 
should,  if  the  doubts  appeared  to  them  of 
sufficient  importance,  give  them  a  fair 
consideration.  The  first  difficulty  was, 
the  question  of  the  right  to  reduce  the  5 
per  cents.  The  noble  earl  had  |iveo  a 
historj  of  the  manner  in  which  this  stock 
had  been  created.  It  was  admitted 
to  be  redeemable;  but  not  until  after 
25,000,000/.  of  the  national  debt  were 
paid  off.  The  question,  therefore,  was, 
whether  this  amount  of  the  national  debt 
had  been  bonajide  redeemed  according  to 
the  conditions  required  by  law  ?  When 
on  this  part  of  the  question,  the  difficulty, 
like  that  mentioned  by  the  noble  earl  on 
the  woolsack,  naturally  occurred,  namely, 
whether  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the 
debt  while  a  debt  to  a  greater  amount  was 
contracted,  was  a  bona  Jide  pavment. 
The  learned  lord  had  said»  that  he  had  no 
doubt  the  stock  in  question  had  been  fully 
cancelled.  Whether  the  act  in  question 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  proposed  re- 
duction of  the  5  per  cents  ne  could  not 
positively  say :  but  he  would  contend  that 
there  was  such  a  reasonable  doubt  on  the 
subject  as  called  for  delay  and  considera- 
tion. Though  the  debt  existing  at  the 
time  of.  the  act  of  1784  had  been  all  can- 
celled by  the  operation  of  the  sinking 
fund,  still  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
question,  whether  the  extinction  of  a 
portion  of  the  debt,  while  a  greater  debt 
was  contracted,  was  such  a  bonajide  pay 
ment  as  the  legislature  contemplated. 
Their  lordships  were  to  consider  what  itas 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  act,  and  not  what 
the  public  thought  of  it ;  and  if  they  en- 
tertained any  doubt,  they  should  not  pro- 
ceed till  that  doubt  was  satisfied.  Had 
the  public  burthens  been  reduced  by  the 
mortsage  of  the  hind-tax ;  or  had  that  tax 
only  been  employed  to  purchase  stock, 
the  interest  of  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  paid  out  of  the  estates  which  re- 
deemed it  ?  If  the  public  burthens  had 
Bot  been  reduced^  there  could  have  been 
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no  reduction  of  debt,  but  onljr  a  change 
of  creditors;  and  consequently  the 
25,000,00tf  of  the  S  per  cents  had  not 
been  paid  off  in  such  a  manner  as  to  war- 
rant the  present  reduction  of  the  fivesr 
But  it  was  said,  that  the  act  in  question 
was  passed  as  a  security  to  the  holders  of 
S  per  cents,  and  not  to  the  holders  of 
fives.  This,  in  his  opinion,  made  no  diflfer- 
ence.  What  the  possessors  of  one  kind 
of  stock  regarded  as*a  protection,  the 
proprietors  of  another  took  as  a  notice ; 
and,  under  any  construction  which  could 
be  put  on  the  act,  it  was  impossible  not 
to  see  ground  for  doubt  and  besitation 
whether  its  provisions  had  been  bona  fide 
complied  with,  li^e  only  expressed  his 
doubts,  and  wished  to  satisfy  tnem ;  and 
though  those  doubts  were  somewhat 
diminished  by  the  very  positive  manner 
of  the  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack^ 
still  they  were  not  entirely  removed.  He 
had  no  interest  in  the  matter  beyond  that 
of  one  who  desired  to  see  the  faith  of  par-* 
liament  observed,  and  fair  dealing  follow-^ 
ed  between  the  government  and  the  pub* 
lie.  If  the  proposed  reduction  of  interest 
took  place  under  the  pressure  of  an 
urgent  necessity,  let  that  necessity  be 
frankly  stated :  if  the  House  presumed 
that  it  was  acting  in  conformity  with  law 
and  right,  let  that  riffht  be  clearly  ascer- 
tained, and  rigidly  fulfilled. — It  bad  been 
said  that  there  were  precedents  for  re- 
quiring the  dissent  of  parties  instead  of 
waiting  their  assent.  He  thought  that  it 
would  have  been  as  well  if,  instead  of 
following  thoii  precedents,  ministers  had 
taken  as  their  model  the  example  of  Mr. 
Pelham.  The  bill  not  only  imposed  the 
condition  of  dissent  on  the  proprietors,  but 
enacted  that  those  who  so  dissented  should 
be  paid  off  in  the  numerical  order  of  their 
dissent.  Now  this  was  either  a  threat  or 
an  inducement — a  threat,  if  they  did  nol 
accept  of  105t  of  a  lower  kind  of  stock, 
that  they  would  be  paid  their  money  at  a 
disadvantage;  or  an  inducement,  that 
those  who  came  in  first  would  be  gainers 
in  first  being  paid.  In  either  case  it  was 
a  partial  and  unjust  proceeding,  which  the 
ministers  of  a  great  nation  ought  not  to 
have  proposed,  and  which  it  became  the 
House  not  to  sanction.  The  noUe  earl 
had  said,  that  there  never  was  a  situatioil 
of  the  country  in  which  he  could  hold  out 
greater  hopes  ofa  peaceful  policy.  Now, 
nobody  admired  a  peaceful  policy  so 
much  as  himself ;  and  no^dy  would  more 
nncecely  support  the  noble  earl  in  nriiiiii* 
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taiDing  that  policy :  but,  when  be  remein- 
bered  that  tne  peaceful  policy  profetaed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1792,  resulted  m  one  of 
the  most  sanguinary  wars  that  had  ever 
desolated  Europe,  he  could  not  place 
much  reliance  on  the  prophecies  of  the 
noble  earl.  He  hoped,  if  war  happened, 
that  we  might  be  enabled  t6  stand  aloof; 
but  wlien  he  considered  the  nature  of  a 
war  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  and 
the  state  of  Europe  as  left  by  the  late 
treaties,  he  could  not  but  dread  lest  a  war 
in  one  part  of  Europe  might.extend  over 
the  whole.  It  had  been  said,  that  in  a 
war  between  Russia  and  Turkey  we 
might  be  neutral :  but,  would  not  the 
issue  of  an  amicable  adjustment,  or  of  a 
warlike  declaration,  raise  or  depress 
the  property  which  was  affected  by  this 
bill?  why,  then,  not  wait  to  see  the 
result? 

The  Earl  of  Harronoby  contended,  that 
the  24th  of  the  late  king  did  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  present  measure.    The 
proTisions  of  that  act  referred  only  to 
compulsory  payments  at  par.    It  was  im- 
possible  to    conceive   that  it  could   be 
meant  that  25,000,000^.  were  to  be  paid 
off  above  the  new  debt  contracted,  with 
a  sinking  fund  of  1,000,000^,  which  was 
the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  act  referred  to. 
That  the  act  was  not  considered  as  stand- 
ing io  the  way  of  the  present  measure, 
was    evident    from     the    disproportion 
between  the  interest  of  money  vested  in 
the  5  per  cents  and  that  vested  in  other 
kinds  of  stock.    The  5  per  cenu  had 
never  risen  so  high  as  they  would  have 
done,  had  it  been  understood  that  they 
were  protected  from  being  paid  off  till 
all  the  3  per  cent  stock  created  since  the 
24th  of  the  king  was  redeemed.  He  could 
conceive  nothing  but  public  convenience 
without  any  individual  disadvantage  from 
the  system  adopted  of  taking  opinions  by 
dissent  instead  of  assent.    The  noble  earl 
bad  argued,  as  if  government  were  taking 
advantage  of  the  fuodholder,  by  requiring 
his  consent  to  a  measure  pending  a  nego- 
tiation which,  in  its  result,  would  afl^ 
the  term  of  the  a^eement.    Now,  he 
could  see  no  hardship  in  this.    The  ne- 
gotiation between  the  two  powers  alluded 
to  had  been  going  on  for  a  year,  and  go- 
vernment could  not  with  propriety  delay 
a  great  financial  measure  till  the  result 
was  known.    If  government  were  iu  pos- 
session of  information  that  a  war  was  cer* 
tain,  there  would  be  some  ground  for 


eomphiot.  But  this  was  not  the  case ; 
and,  therefore,  there  was  no  ground  to 
delay  a  measure  that  would  relieve  the 
country,  when  that  delay  would  only  lead 
to  stocL-jobbiog  and  inordinate  specula- 
tion* 

Lord  Eilenborough  observed,  that  as  at 
present  advised,  and  with  the  information 
now  before  the  House,  he  would  not 
scruple  to  say,  that,  unconnected  as  the 
act  of  the  24th  of  the  late  king  was  with 
the  act  of  the  25th  of  Geo.  2nd,  the 
stocks  at  5  per  cent  interest  were  not  re- 
deemable until  a  certain  portion  of  the 
debt  was  discharged  in  some  other  quarter. 
But,  there  ought  to  be  a  much  stronger 
reference  than  any  he  could  find  in  Uie 
recent  acts,  to  that  passed  in  the  24th  of 
Geo.  2nd,  to  connect  them  so  as  to  in^ 
terweave  them  in  that  close  degree,  tliat 
would  bind  all  the  provisions  of  the  one 
to  the  bodjT  of  the  other.  It  was  true 
that  the  claims  set  up  by  dissentients  on 
this  occasion  resolVed  themselves  into 
two ;  the  primary  objection  to  this  pro- 
ceeding was,  that  25,000,000/.  of  public 
debt  ought  to  have  been  antecedently  dis- 
charged ;  the  second,  to  the  intervening 
period  of  delay.  His  general  opinion 
was,  that  if  there  had  prevailed  a  universal 
understanding  grounaed  on  the  letter  of 
the  law,  with  respect  to  the  right  of 
notice,  there  was  no  satisfactory  reason 
why  the  individuals  interested,  should  be 
deprived  of  this  their  imagined  right. 
Upon  this  point  he  would  suggest  the 

{>ropriety  of  oallinff  together  some  of  the 
earned  judges,  and  taking  their  opinion. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdawn  observed, 
that  he  was  one  of  those  who,  as  recarded 
the  principle  of  this  measure,  could  feel 
nothing  but  a  disposition  to  acquiesce, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  could  not  help  en- 
tertaining doubts  with  respect  to  the  form 
and  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 
His  principal  objection  was  certainly  of  a 
practical  nature,  and  was  founded  on  that 
provision  by  which  the  dissent  and  not 
the  assent  of  subscribers  was  demanded 
to  the  purposes  to  which  it  was  framed. 
He  apprehended  that  this  was  a  departure 
from  all  understood  principles  of  civil  jus- 
tice. It  was  the  obvious  effect  of  the 
proposed  arrangement  to  confer  an  ad- 
vantage on  the  parties  applying  in  the 
first  instance,  and  to  impose  a  penalty 
on  those  who  should  be  tardy.  He 
had  heard  no  good  reason  whatever 
against  delay ;  and  if,  from  any  unavowed 
cause,  dispatch  in  carrying  this  measure 
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5rat  an  object  with  government,  it  was 
the  more  iocumbent  on  the  legitlatore  to 
resist  such  art  attempt*  What  injarj 
could  accrue  to  either  party,  by  post- 
poning the  measure  till  tne  5th  July,  up 
to  which  period  the  present  mte  of  in- 
terest wiM  to  be  continued  ? 
.   The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
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.    Vagraut  Laws.]      Mr.    Chetwynd 
rote  to  moTe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  consolidate  and  amend  all  the  acts  on 
the  subject  of  Vagrancy.    In  framing  the 
bill,  if  be  were  permitted  to  introduce  it, 
he  would  take  for  a  ground-work  his  bill 
of  last  session.     When  he  informed  the 
House  that  during  the  last  300  years, 
49  acts  on  the  subject  of  vagrancy  had 
been  passed,  of  which  27  were  now  in  par- 
tial operation,  he  thought  he  stated  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  his  motion.    More  than 
two  centuries  ago,  Edward  6th  had  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  superfluous  acts 
on  the  subiect  of  vagrancy  should  be  abo- 
lished, and  that  those  which  contained 
useful  regulations  should  be  combined  in 
one  statiite.    If  such  a  measure  was,  ne- 
cessary at  that  period,  how  much  more 
necessary  was  it  now,  when  the  Statute- 
book  had  increased  more  than  twenty* 
fold  ?     The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  state  the  subordinate  objects  of 
his  bill,  in  addition  to  the  principle  one ; 
pamely,  the  consolidation  of  all  tlie  vari- 
ous acts  on  the  subject  of  vagrancy.    He 
flivided  vagrants  into  three  classes:  1st, 
the  idle  and  disorderly ;  2nd,  the  vagrant ; 
and  8rd,  the  incorrigible  rogue.    Another 
object  of  the  bill  would  be  to  specify  the 
various  punishments,  and  to  adapt  them 
to  the  present  state  of  society.    One  of 
the  best  magistrates  of  the  present  day, 
Mr.  Colquhoun,  had  observed,  that  m 
.  legislating  on  an  offence  in  a  free  country, 
it  was  necessary  to  consult  the  feelings  of 
the  people ;  ^because,  if   a  magistrate 
thought  the  punishment  provided  for  an 
offence  too  severe,  it  was  impossible  for 
bim  to  inflict  it.    He  would,  therefore,  in 
the  measure  which  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose, take  care  that  the  punishment  should 
not  be  disproportionate  to  the  oflfence. 
The  regulation  and  amendment  of  the 
present  system  of  passing  vagrants  would 
form  another  object  of  the  bilL    He  had 
been  told  by  some  magistratoa»  that. the 
syscetp  of  passing  vi^ranu  might  be  ^ 


together  abolisbed.  He  h^  doubts  lipon 
that  point ;  but  it  was  a  subject  for  the 
consideration  of  a  committee.  If  a  com» 
mittee  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  sys« 
tem  could  not  be  altogether  abolished, 
still  means  might  be  devised  for  prevent* 
ing  the  abuses  to  which  it  was  liable.  He 
bad  that  dav  received  a  letter  from  a  ma* 
gistrate  in  Wiltshire,  who  informed  him* 
Uiat  the  expense  incurred  by  that  and  an 
adjoining  cotmty  for  only  one  jrear  in 
passing  vagrants  amounted  to  2,587/.  It 
was  highly  necessary  that  some  regulation  . 
ahould  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the 
different  lodging-houses  for  vagrants; 
which  were,  in  general,  nurseries  for 
crime  of  every  description.  He  was  at  pre- 
sent of  oninion,  that  such  houses  sheuld  be 
licensed  like  public  houses  by  magistrates 
who  should  bind  the  owners  in  recogni* 
zances  for  their  good  behaviour.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  moved,  <<  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  consolidat* 
ing  into  one  act,  and  amending  the  laws 
rehiting  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  Vagrants, 
and  other  idle  and  disorderly  Persons.''— 
Leave  was  given.  After  which,  the  hoiu 
gentleman  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  <<  to  facilitate  Summary  Proceedings 
before  .lustices  of  the  Peace."  a 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tavlar  said^  that  the  pobli<^ 
whatever  might  be  the  result,  were  highly 
indebted  to  the  hon.  member  for  the  at* 

tention  which  he  bad  bestowed  on  thia 
subject. 

.  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 

COLLBCTIOV  OW  THX  RbVXHUB.]     Co* 

lofiel  Daxiu  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notioe^ 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
question  which,,  whether  it  was  considered 
in  a  constitutional  or  in  a  financial  point 
of  view,  was  well-deserving  of  that  atteo* 
tion.  In  the  first  okoe,  he  could  assore 
the  House,  that  although  on  the  orders 
hb  notice  stood  for  a  motion  on  '<  the 
Collection  of  the.  Revenue,"  he  had  not 
sufficient  presumption  to  think  of  entering 
at  present  upon  the  whole  of  that  exten« 
slve  subject.  His  object  was  rather  to 
open  the  way  to  a  future  discussion  upon 
it ;  by  imoressing  upon  the  House  the  ne- 
cessitv  or  assuming,  on  so  importMit  a 
branch  of  the  publie  expenditure,  the 
same  salutary  control  which  they  exer- 
cised with  respect  to  others,  Tliis  would 
appear  the  more  indispensible,  when  it 
was. considered  that  the  charges  of  coU 
lacting  the  public  revenue  amounted  to 
no  less  a  sum  than  f|00O|0O(y.s  • 
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nearly  equal  to  the  whole  amoaot  of  tbe 
iDterett  of  the  national  debt,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  reign.  This  sum 
was  altogether  at  the  disposal  of  those  bv 
whom  Uie  revenue  was  administered. 
Tliej  had  the  sole  control  over  it.  It  re- 
mained in  their  hands  tit  iramitu.  No  ac- 
count was  rendered  to  parliament  of  the 
details  of  its  expenditure.  Parliament 
came  to  no  vote  on  the  subject.  When 
these  things  were  considered,  he  thought 
that,  bound  as  parliament  were  to  retrench 
and  pare  down  every  part  of  the.  public 
expenditure  which  mieht  be  deemed  in 
any  way  superfluous^  wey  were  bound  to 
exercise  on  that  branch  of  the  expeddi- 
tinre  to  which  he  was  adverting  the  tam^ 
salutary  control  as  they  exercised  over 
branches  of  less  imporunce.  It  could 
hardly  be  necessary  for  him  to  state  what 
was  a  fact  of  perfect  notoriety,  and  which 
he  did  not  mention  as  at  all  a  matter  per- 
sonal to  the  present  administration,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  as  one  common  to  all  ad- 
ministrations, that  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure  was  one  great  source  of 
tbe  patronage  enjoyed  by  the  ministers  of 
the  Crown,  and  of  the  power  and  influence 
which  they  possessed  over  the  votes  of 
that  House.  Surely  that  was  an  addi-» 
tional  reason  for  assenting  to  his  motion. 
But,  perhaps,  it  might  better  enable  the 
House  to  enter  into  his  views,  and  might 
give  him  greater  facility  in  rendering  those 
views  intelligible,  Were  he  now  to  read  the 
last  three  resolutions  which  he  intended 
to  prooose  for  their  adoption.  After  sut- 
in^  in  tiis  first  resolution  the  amount  of  the 
exbtmg  charge  for  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  the  next  resolution  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 

**  That  the  under-mentioned  branchea 
of  the  revenue  were  collected,  in  the  years 
1812  and  1820,  at  the  following  rates:— 

CUSTOMS.  iMnMitoce 

GroM  Produce.     ,  Rate  per  Cent.  I81t. 

1812. •£.10,023,870  ••  £.7  17    7  ••£.«.  <i. 
t820  ••  12,266,214  ••    8  19    0  ••  1     1     5 

EXCISE. 

1812  ••  19,476,849  ••    3  17    4  •• 

t820  ••  29,342,898  ••    3  18    1   ••  0    0    9 


1812  •• 
}820  •• 

STAMPS. 

5,428,811   .«   2  16    7  •• 
^,564,461  ••    2  13    7  ••  0    0 

1812  •• 
1820  o 

LAND  AHD  ASSESSED  TAXES. 

7,444,782  ..    3  19    2  .. 
7,849,768  ••    4    2    7  ••  0    3 

1812  •• 
1820  •« 

POST-OFFICE. 

1,820,761  •.  22  10  11  .. 
1^894,631  ••25    3    3  ••  2  12 

ONE  SHILUNO  OV  TBE  POVVD  PEVSIOVS 
AND  SALARIES.                      * 

1812. •••     19,313  ..     1  12    8  •• 

1820  ...•     18,346  ••     2  12  ^4  ••    0  19 

8 

1812  •... 
1820  •••• 

SIXPENCE  ON  DITTO. 

17,081  ..     1  15    4.. 
8,684  ..     2  16    4-. 

1     1 

0 

1812  •••• 
1820  •••• 

HACKNEY  COACHES. 

27,869.-  12    1  11  .. 
26,374..  15  12    7  •• 

3  10 

8 

1812  •••• 
1820  V** 

HAWKERS  AND  PEDLARS. 

23,141  ..  12  18    4.. 
29,360..  17  15    7  .. 

4  IT 

3 

Now,  he  begged  the  House  to*  observe, 
that  the  statements  were  taken  from  the 
finance  accounts  annually  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House.  If  there  was  any  error  in 
them,  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  those  finan* 
cial  accounts.  If  he  had  not  gone  back 
to  the  year  1812,  he  might  have  been  met 
with  -tne  obiectioo  that  he  had  taken  a 
period  of  unmir  comparison ;  as  that  waa 
the  year  when  the  depreciation  of  our 
currency  was  at  its  height,  and  when  the 
new  system  of  paying  several  branches  of 
the  revenue  had  just  been  established* 
His  next  resolution  was  as  follows : — 

**  That,  on  comparing  the  rate  at  which 
the  several  branches  of  the  revenue  above* 
mentioned  were  collected,  in  the  yeara 
1812  and  1820,  it  appears,  that  althoueh 
they  have  ereatly  increased,  vet  tho 
charge  of  collection  was  greater  in  1820 
than  in  1812. 

•<  That  although  it  is  the  duty  of  thil 
House,  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo« 
pie,  to  superintend  and  control  every 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure,  yet  il 
appears  that  the  large  sums  whidi  have 
been  annually  expended  to  defray  the  ex* 
pences  of  collecting  and  managing  the  re* 
venue,  have  been  disbursed  witm>ut  any 
account  being  given  of  the  manner  ia 
which  they  have  oeen  applied. 

<<  That,  to  enable  this  House  to  exer* 
cise  a  proper  control  over  the  public  ex- 
penditure, it  is  fit  that  estimates  of  the 
probable  charges  of  collecting  and  ma- 
naging the  revenue,  be  annually  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  parliament,  and  a 
vote  taken  thereupon." . 

He  did  not  ask  the  House  to  go  with 
him  into  any  abstruse  or  difficult  calcula* 
tions.  He  had  no  intention  of  proposing 
any  immediate  diange  in  the  fiicai  rego* 
lations  of  the  country.  That  would  be  m 
subject  for  future  consideration.  But 
what  he  wbhed  at  present  to  press  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House  was,  the  ex* 
pedieocy  of  aisumipg  (be  eame  salutary 
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control  Ofor  this  branch  of  the  poblic  ex- 
penditure, as  thej  had  assumed  over  other 
and  less  important  branches ;  b^  having 
an  estimate  presented  of  the  details  of  that 
expenditure.  There  were  onljr  two  objec- 
tions which,  in  his  opinion,  could  possibly 
be  urged  against  this  proposition.  In  the 
first  place,  it  might  be  said  that  there 
woulu  be  great  difficulty  in  making  out  an 
exact  estimate  of  the  charge  of  collecting 
certain  branches  of  the  revenue. .  In  the 
customs  and  excisei  fojr  mstance,  it  might 
be  said  that  a  sudden  increase  of  trade 
niffht  render  necessary  the  expenditure 
of  larger  sums  in  the  collection  of  those 
branches  of  the  revenue,  than  could  have 
been  anticipated  on  the  formation  of  the 
estimates.  That  was  an  objection  easily 
obviated.  It  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  all  these  sums  went 
through  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  who 
were  under  the  direction  of  the  Treasury. 
Why  not  give  the  Treasury  the  power  of 
issuing,  on  such  an  occasion  as  that  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  a  sum  for  the  ex- 
pense of  collection,  beyond  what  was 
stated  in  the  estimate,  under  the  obliga- 
tion of  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  that  sum  in  the  next  ses- 
sion of  parliament  ?  The  other  objection 
was,  that  he  mi^ht,  perhaps,  be  told,  that 
after  the  proposition  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  last  night,  his  plan  came 
too  late ;  for  that  all  had  been  done  that 
could  be  done.  If  this  objection  w^re 
really  made,  it  would  be  much  in  favour 
of  his  motion;  for  it  would  show,  that 
whenever  the  attention  of  parliament  was 
directed  to  an^  particular  branch  of  the 

gublic  expenditure,  although  they  had 
een  told  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times 
by  government,  that  that  branch  would 
not  admit  of  the  slightest  fiirther  reduc- 
tion, and  that  aoy  ^ort  at  additional  re- 
daction would  throw  the  whole  business 
of  the  country  into  irretrievable  confusion, 
yet  ir  was  not  found  to  be  very  difficult  to 
disoover  means  by  which  a  farther  reduc- 
tion could  be  effected  without  any  injury 
to  the  piiblic  service  whatever.  He  would 
therefore  shortly  state  a  few  of  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  collection 
of  one  great  branch  of  the  revenue,  the 
Customs,  which  would  exhibit  such  a  lavish 
waste  of  the  public  money,  as  must,  in  his 
opinion,  convince  the  House  of  the  neces- 
sity of  interference.  The  House  would 
find  it  stated  in  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittec  of  finance  in  1797,  that  the  in- 
creased expense  of  collecting  ^e  Pritish 
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customs  at  that  period,  as  compared  with 
1782,  was  15,700/. ;  but  that  during  the 
same  period,  the  revenue  had  increased 
from  3,900,000/.  to  6,400,000/.    Thus  it 
appeared  that  the  increased  revenue  c^ 
1797,  as  compared  with  1782,  was  collect- 
ed at  15#«  per  cent.    Now,  what  was  the 
case  in  1812  i    In  1788*  the  total  nett  in- 
come of  an  the  British  customs  establish- 
ment (including  fees  of  all  descriptions, 
and  not  merely  salaries),  was  875,000/. ; 
of  which  sum  25,000/.  went  to  the  pay- 
ment of  sinecures ;  so  that  350,000/.  was 
the  charge  for  those  who  performed  the 
duties  of  the  establishment.    The  revenue 
of  the  customs  was  at  that  time  4',500,000/. 
In  the  year  1820,   the  amount  of  the 
salaries    (including    the   superannuation 
fund,  the  long  room,  and  other  fees), 
was    980,000/.,    and    the   revenue   was 
12,200,000/. ;  being  a  charge  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  increased  revenue  of  8/.  4«. 
per  cent.    In  1797,  therefore,  the  charge 
for  the  collection  of  the  increased  revenue 
was  only  ISs.  per  cent;  while  in  1820,  it 
amounted  to  8/.  4s.  per  cent.    Did  not 
this  show  the  imperative  necessity  that 
parliament  should  attend  to  the  correction 
of  these  abuses  ?     Did  not  tliis  show  that 
the  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
was  a  hydra  which  constantly  required  the 
pruning  knife  ?      If  once  the  attention  of 
parliament  were  allowed   to  slumber  on 
this  subject,  up  started  uame  fresh  abuse. 
It  was  the  business  of  the  Treasury  to 
watch  the  proceedings    of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs;  but  "  quis  custo- 
diet  ipsos  custodes  ?''    By  a  paper  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  he  found  that 
the  nine  commissioners  of  the  customs, 
between  1784  and  1813,  had  shared  no 
less  than  80,000/.  among  them,   in  the  * 
shape  of  gratuities,  exclusive  of  salaries, 
&c.    In  his  opinion  there  was  something 
in  their  proceedings  which  almost  amount- 
ed to  firaud.    In  1786,  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  iuto  the  public  ac- 
counts iBtated  in  tneir  15th  report,  that  the 
income  of  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms was  nominally    1,200/.;  but   that 
when  the  peculiar  taxes  which  they  had 
to  pay  were  deducted,  the  nett  income 
was  975L    That  sum  parliament  thought 
enough.    But  the  fact  was,  that  at  that 
very  moxnent  the  amount  of  those  taxes 
was  actusjly  returned  to  the  commissioners, 
in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  Trea- 
sury.   Some  of  those  geqtlemen  had  re- 
ceived   enormous  sums   independent  of 
their  salaries.    In  1802, «  Mr*  Bruin^  ono 
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or  the  commiftsionertty  received  750/.  be- 
yond his  salary.  In  1803,  he  received 
3,25(V.  beyond  his  salary ;  in  1804, 1,073/.; 
in  the  next  year,  7i6l. ;  in  the  next  year, 
750/. :  in  the  next  year,  680/.,  and  in  1808, 
2,392/*  And  all  that  time  a  Mr.  Roe  re- 
ceived 1,000/.  a  year  for  doing  Mr.  Bruin's 
daty.  Would  the  House  allow  such 
enormous  sums  to  be  thus  misapplied 
without  investigation  ?  If  so,  they  had 
better  oease  to  consider  themselves  the 
guardians  of  the  public  purse.  Another 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Dean,  a  com- 
missioner of  the  customs,  received  for 
manjT  years  a  salary  of  1,500/.  as  a  com- 
missioner of  another  public  board.  Unless 
he  was  much  overpaid  for  that  latter  situa- 
tion, he  could  not  have  had  much  duty  to 
perform  as  a  commissioner  of  the  customs. 
With  respect  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
customs  generally,  he  was  persuaded  that 
their  number  might  be  reduced  from  nine 
to  six,  without  any  impediment  to  the 
public  service.  Such  a  reduction  would 
be  much  more  humane,  as  well  as  more 
expedient,  than  the  reductic^  of  a  number 
of  unfortunate  tide-waiters,  and  otber 
inferior  officers,  whose  salaries  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  half-a-crown  a-day. 
He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  latter  was  not  a  proper  mea- 
sure ;  but  why  not  reduce  some  of  the 
higher  officers  ? 

He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  to  the 
lords  of  the  Treasury.  In  the  report  of 
one  of  the  commissions  on  the  subject, 
there  was  notice  taken  of  a  Treasury 
minute  addressed  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  customs,  in  which  the  lords  of  the 
Treasury  express  their  opinion,  that  the 
Board  of  customs  would  fail  in  their  duty, 
if  they  appointed  any  individual  to  a  situ- 
ation in  the  customs,  unless  they  were 
fully  satisfied  of  his  ability  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  the  situation.  But  those  very 
lords  of  the  Treasury  who  had  issued  this 
recommendation  failed  to  observe  it  them- 
selves; for  it  appeared  that  out  of  the 
nine  commissioners  of  the.customs,  seven 
had  been  appointed  from  other  civil  de- 
partments, wholly  unconnected  with  the 
customs.  With  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Richmond  and  Mr.  Williams,  would  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  say,  that 
any  of  the  commissioners  of  the  customs 
were  aoalified  to  discharge  their  duties 
when  Ihey  were  appointed  f  One  of  them 
had  been  a  police  magistrate.  Was  that 
aproper  apprenticeship  for  a  commissioner 
m  the  cttstoms?  Wi«iin  a  few  months  an 


officer  of  the  army,  who  had  had  a'seat  in 
that  House,  who  was  connected  with  a 
noble  lord  opposite,  and  who  had  warmly 
supported  administration,  was  appointed 
a  commissioner  of  the  customs.  No 
doubt  the  individual  to  whom  he  alluded, 
was  a  very  gallant  officer;  but  it  was 
utterly  impossible  that  he  could  be  quali- 
fied for  a  commissioner  of  the  customs.  * 
To  make  room  too,  for  that  gallant  officer, 
a  brother  of  his,  who  from  long  habit 
must  have  become  competent  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  commissioner,  however 
unqualified  at  his  original  appointment, 
was  removed  from  the  Board.  If  the 
lords  of  the  Treasunr  conducted  them- 
selves in  this  way — if  their  practice  dif- 
fered so  materially  from  their  precept — it 
iJbrded  abundant  proof  that  the  whole  of 
the  system,  ought  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  parliament.  This  fact  was,  in- 
deed, rendered  evident  bv  the  cogamis- 
slons  of  inquiry  which  it  had  beenfpond 
necessary  so  frequently  to  appoint.  In 
1784,  1797,  1810,  and  1817,  commissiomT 
were  sitting,  investigating  different  parta 
of  this  subject.  What  coi|^  be  the  ne- 
cessity of  so  many  commiRons  to  pare 
down  the  existing  abuses,  unless  those 
abuses,  from  not  being  under  parliament 
tary  control,  were  much  more  extensive 
than  in  the  other  great  branches  of  the 
national  expenditure.  It  was  impossible 
to  doubt  that  there  were  many  charges  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenue  which  would 
not  exist,  if  estimates  were  r^ularly  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  number 
of  commissioners  of  the  customs  might, 
he  was  well  assured,  be  as  advantageously 
reduced  in  Scotland  as  in  England;  in 
the  former  country  three  commissioners, 
and  in  the  latter  six,  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  two 
boards. 

He  came  now  to  the  consideration  of 
the  superannuation  fund.  On  referring 
to  the  report  of  one  of  the  commissions 
on  this  subject,  it  appeared,  that  it  was 
one  which  had  called  for  severe  animad- 
version. Under  the  operation  of  the  50 
of  Geo.  3rd.  c.  IHy  by  which  the  prac- 
tice of  creating  a  superannuation  fund,  b^ 
the  reduction  of  salaries  was  changed;  it 
appeared,  that  in  1817,  the  sum  expended 
in  superannuation  allowances,  was67tS35/. ; 
and  that  in  1818,  it  was  11,0951.  Now, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  superannuation 
fund,  previous  to  the  50  of  Geo.  Srd. 
when  it  was  created  by  the  reduction  of 
the  salaries,  wim  )0>OOOM    That  actha4 
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been  abnied  by  the  grosoest  svstem  of 
jobbing.  As  the  commistioQen  oad  said, 
ihe  priDciple  of  the  act  was,  that  there 
ahoiud  be  no  recommendation  for  retired 
allowances,  unless  the  parties  were  enti- 
tled by  their  age,  infirmities  and  long  ser* 
vices,  and  copld  produce  certificates  to 
that  effect.  What  was  the  case  at  pre- 
sent ?  That  some  of  the  officers  had  been 
superannuated  after  fif]teen,  some  after 
ten,  some  after  five,  and  some  even  after 
three  years'  service*  In  the  great  majo- 
rity of  cases,  the  moment  an.  officer  had 
served  twenty  years,  then,  without  any 
regard  to  whether  or  not  he  was  capable 
of  further  duty,  he  was  immediately  super- 
annuated. And  yet  the  act  expreissly 
declared,  that  the  superannuation  should 
not  be  granted  unless  the  individual  was 
disabled  by  age  or  infirmity  from  further 
service*  The  consequence  of  all  this  pro- 
lusion was,  that  since  the  year  1816»  there 
had  been  no  fewer  tlian  2,700  new 
appointments  in  the  customs  alone  in 
Great  Bduin! 

He  shd^  next  advert  to  the  preventive 
aervice;  o^  as  it  might  more  properly  be 
called,  the  coast  bloocade,  for  preventing 
amu^Ung.  He  found  by  the  returns, 
that  this  service  alone  cost  the  country,  in 
the  last  year,  611,0002.  But  notwith- 
standing this,  smuggling  was  still  carried 
on  to  an  alarming  extent;  in  fact,  it  was 
known  that  ladies  of  high  rank  were  in  the 
habit  of  smuggling  to  a  great  extent.  But 
there  was  another  light  in  which  this 
question  might  be  viewed.  Suppose  the 
capture  of  SX)  tubs,  making  2000  gallons 
of  foreign  spirits — that  cargo  could  be 
purchased  abroad,  and  imported  here  at 
an  expence  of  little  more  than  250L  By 
the  existing  regulations,  there  would 
remain  (after  the  payment  of  the  king's 
share,  and  other  expences)  a  sum  of 
l,200i^  to  be  divided  between  the  officer 
and  the  informer  upon  this  capture.  Of 
this  sum,  two- thirds  went  to  the  officer, 
and  one-third  to  the  informer.  So  that 
an  informer,  even  informing  upon  himself, 
would  receive  a  sum  of  iOOt.  for  that 
cargo,  which  originally  cost  him  no  more 
than  250  or  260/.  The  gallant  officer 
here  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
magistrate  at.  Brighton,  in  which  it  was 
stated,  that  a  person  who  had  given  infor* 
mation  of  a  smuggling  transaction,  had, 
when  put  upon  oath,  denied  any  know- 
ledge, of  the  business,  and  when  more 
cjioSdj  examined,  he  admitted  that  he 
was  prevented  by  fear  from  substantiating 
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his  statementa.  He  should  recommend, 
as  the  best  mode  of  preventing  smuggling, 
a  reduction  of  the  importation  duty  on 
foreign  spirits,  from  \9s.  to  12f.  This 
would  have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to 
smuggling,  as  it  would  render  it  an  un« 
profitable  business.  By  this  means  they* 
would  add  to  the  revenue  on  the.  one 
hand,  and,  on  the  other,  they  would  be 
enabled  to  make  a  considerable  reductioa 
in  the  expence  incurred  by  the  coast 
blockade.  By  the  increase  of  the  duty 
on  spirits  since  1810,  from  15s.  to  19if.,; 
there  had  been  a  reduction  of  revenue 
from  2,000,000^  to  199,000^,  being,  in 
fact,  no  more  than  one  tenth  of  the  for- 
mer duty.  Alluding  to  the  ruinous  ex*, 
pence  which  attended  exchequer  prosecu* 
tions,  he  mentioned  the  fiict  of  a  man  who 
was  accused,  and  who,  though  conscioua 
of  his  innocence,  offisred  IsSl  as  a  com-^ 
promise,  rather  than  incur  the  expence  of 
a  law  suit.  The  offer  was  refused,  the 
cause  went  to  trial,  and  the  man  was  ac- 
quitted.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
by  moving  his  first  resolution  :-r 

«<  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  sum  of  4,102,246/.  17«.  \\d.  was  ap- 
plied in  the  year  ending  5th  of  Januaiy^ 
1821,  under  the  head  of  charges  of 
management,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
collecting  and  managing  the  sum  of 
62,882,156/.,  the  gross  ordinary  revenue 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  being  at  the  rate 
of  6/.  lOf.  per  cent." 

Mr.  LushiMfirUm  said,  that  the  gallant 
officer  had  made  numerous  mistakes  in  hia 
view  of  the  public  Bccouots,  not  only  in 
the  items,  but  in  the  mode  and  manner  of 
their  application.  -  He  had  made  a  mia- 
Uke  of  3,262,000/.  in  speaking  of  the 
customs,  and  5,2^5,000/.  in  the  excise. 
How  could  the  House,  after  this,  depend 
upon  what  the  gallant  officer  had  ad- 
vanced ?  He  did  not  impute  wilful  error 
to  the  gallant  officer,  but  he  was  sure  he 
should  convince  him  that  he  had  grossly 
deceived  himself.  The  gallant  officer  had 
alluded  to  the  jcharges  of  collecting  the 
revenue  in  1812  and  1820.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  the  conclusions  to  which  the 
hon.  member  had  come.  The  mistake  of 
the  galbmt  officer  arose  from  this.  He 
had  compared  the  permanent  duty  of  1812 
with  the  permanent  and  temporary  duties 
of  1820,  omitting  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  temporary  duties  of  1812.  Tha 
conclusion  to  which  the  gaUant  oflfoev 
had  come  was,  that  the  charge  .of  colteetr 
ing  the  revenue  bad  become  enormous  ia 
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1820»  whereat  it  had  only  increased  one 
twelfth  of  a  pound  per  cent*  since  1812. 
The  charge  being  in  1812, 51.  9s.  8^,  and 
in  1820,  5/.  Us.  4d.  It  had  been  sUted 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  no  steps  had 
been  taken  to  preTcnt  smoggling,  but  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  document  which  show- 
ed, that  on  the  articles  of  tea,  spirits,  and 
every  thing  but  tobacco  and  snuff,  there 
was  an  increase  of  revenue.  This  was  the 
most  satisfactory  proof  which  could  be 
given  of  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  preventive  service.  In  the 
article  of  stamps  the  hon.  member  was 
also  in  error.  Adverting  to  the  law 
charges  of  the  exchequer,  he  could  assure 
the  House  that  the  emoluments  of  the 
aolicitor  of  the  excise  amounted  not  to 
40,000/.,  or  30,000(.,  or  20,000^  ^-yi^f- 
The  sum  received  in  one  year  by  the  soli- 
citor of  the  excise  was  9900p/.>  and  this 
was  to  be  divided  between  two  persons, 
making  4,500/.  for  each.  Considering  the 
important  duties  which  that  solicitor  had 
to  perform,  this  could  not  be  considered 
too  large  a  remuneration.  With  respect 
to  the  charge  of  610,000/.  for  the  coast 
blockade,  there  again  the  gallant  officer 
had  mis-stated  the  amount.  The  total 
expence  of  this  service,  including  every 
thing,  was  520,000/.;  and  in  adverting  to 
the  retrenchments  which  gentlemen  seem- 
ed to  think  it  was  very  possible  to  effect 
under  this  head,  the  real  question  was, 
not  so  much  the  charge  of  this  extensive 
service,  as  whether  or  no  it  was  necessary 
to  be  kept  up  ?  When  the  immense  inte- 
rests which  were  to  be  protected  were 
duly  considered,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
House  would  be  of  opinion,  that  its  neces- 
sity was  indisputable.  With  respect  to 
the  resolutions,  to  the  first  he  would  make 
no  objection.  The  second  he  would  ob- 
ject to,  because  it  was  full  of  errors.  The 
third  resolution  should  have  stated,  « that 
the  charge  for  collecting  the  revenue  was 
very  iittU  increased,''  instead  of  *^  greatly 
increased,"  as  it  at  present  stood ;  for  the 
fact  was,  that  in  the  period  of  years  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  gent.,  the  charge  of 
collection  had  varied  on  an  average,  only 
H  per  cent.  In  the  aggregate  of  the 
various  amounts,  stated  by  the  sallant 
officer  in  these  resolutions,  he  had  com- 
mitted an  error  of  8,000,000/.  To  the 
next  resolution  he  ah^i  found  it  impossible 
to  agree.  It  had  been  his  (Mr.  L's.) 
duty  to  lay  before  the  House  yearly,  9 
large  volumes,  containing  all  those  returns 
which  the  gaikint  officer  complained  were 
VOL.  VI. 


not  regularly  made.  If  the  gallant  officer 
would  take  the  trouble  of  referring  to  the 
last  set  of  nine  volumes,  he  would  find 
at  the  end  of  them,  an  account  of  the 
increase  and  decrease  upon  all  the  sala- 
ries and  allowances  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded. The  last  resolution  was  xo  the 
eftct,  that  there  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
parliament,  annually,  estimates  of  the  pro- 
Dable  yearly  expenses  for  the  manage- 
ment and  collection  of  the  revenue.  He 
ahould  be  glad  to  be  informed  how  it 
would  be  possible  to  do  this  ?  These  es- 
timates must  depend,  the  one  upon  the 
state  of  commerce,  and  the  other  upon 
tbe  seasons  and  productions  of  thct  cur- 
rent year.  He  thought  he  had  said 
enougn  to  satisfv  the  House,  that  the 
gallant  officer  had  taken  a  most  imperfect 
view  of  the  case  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  bring  before  them,  and  he  should,  there- 
fore, conclude  with  moving  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Hume  thought,  that  the  grounds  of 
objection  stated  by  the  hon.  secretary,  to 
the  motion  of  his  gallant  friend  would 
apply  with  equal  force  to  f  ▼erv  motion 
where  returns  might  be  called  for.  No- 
thing was  more  necessary  than  to  have 
returns  made  to  that  House.  If  returns 
were  regularly  made,  the  enormous  in- 
crease under  the  various  heads  of  public 
expenditure  would  not  have  taken  place. 
To  illustrate  that  assertion,  he  would 
state  that  in  1805  the  amount  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue  for  Scotland  was  17,000/.; 
it  was  now  89,000/.  In  1807,  the  nctt 
amount  of  the  customs  was  10,550,000/*, 
the  expense  of  collecting  it  655,000/.  In 
1821,  thenett  receipt  was  9,337,000/.  The 
expense  of  collecting  it  amounted  to 
1,097,000/.,  being  an  increase  of  400,000/1 
on  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  The 
increase  since  1793  in  various  depart- 
ments was  equally  striking.  In  the  board 
of  taxes  the  first  commissioner,  in  1793, 
had  a  salary  of  600/.,  in  1921,  he  bad 
1,600/.;  in  1793  the  second  commissioner 
had  500/.,  in  1821,  1,000/.;  the  third 
commissioner  500/.,  in  1821, 1000/.  Such 
an  enormous  increase  of  salaries  might 
well  account  for  the  present  heavy  amount 
of  charges.  It  was  little  better  than  a 
mockery,  on  the  part  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  to  think  of  bringing  back 
the  salanea  in  public  departments  to  the 
standard  of  1792  by  a  reduction  of  10  per 
cent  on  the  excessive  salaries  of  some, 
and  of  five  per  cent  on  others.  In  tha 
customs,    the    first    commissioner    had 
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2,000/.,  double  his  former  allowance ;  the 
deputy  chairman,  who  had  500/.  a  year, 
had  now  1,00M.;  the  secretaries, -who  had 
6S0L  had  now  1,700^  The  first  chief 
derk,  #ho  had  fonteerly  500^., 'had  now 
IjOOOin  and  the  hierease  of  other  officers 
Was  IB  the  aaroe  proportion.  In  the  ex- 
dse  there  were  nine  tommissioners.  The 
lirst  commissioner  had  2,50tf.  a-year*^ 
the  ^nior  commissioners  1,500/.  each, 
in  Scotla(nd  there  were  five  commission- 
ers* The 'senior,  Mr.  Earl,  a  gentleman 
of  great  merit,  ^ho  had  done  much  to 

Eoraote  reform  in  the  department  under 
I  60Btr(>l  had  1,500/.  a-year.  The  (bur 
junior  comtaibsioners  had  1,000/.  a-year 
each;  Now  he  was  credibly  informed, 
tiNit  two  (iommitfioners  would  be  quite 
Bofficiertt  io  d6  the  business  for  which  the 
firt  cottimissioners  were  so  highly  paid. 
The  expense  of  the  custom'-house  depart- 
ment for  Leith,  amounted  to  12,000/.  a 
year,  and  for  Glasgow  and  Greenock 
12,000/.  In  each  of  these  places,  officers 
who  were  totally  unnecessary,  were  re- 
tained at  larffe  salaries.  It  was  these 
large  offices  which  he  would  wish  to  see 
abSished.  He  would  rather  see  the  re- 
duction of  two  great  officers,  than  to  see 
one  or  two  dozen  of  junior  clerks  turned 
out  of  office,  and  ^epriv^  of  the  means 
of  subsistence.       With    respect   to    the 

Question  of  superannuation,  there  was  no 
oubt  whatever  that,  in  many  instances, 
the  amount  of  pensions  to  persons  super- 
tmnuated  was  greater  than  in  all  fairness 
they  ought  to  have  been.  In  the  colo- 
nies, men  who  had  served  five,  and  some 
not  more  than  three  years,  with  salaries  of 
from  3  to  4,000/.  a  year,  retired  on  pen- 
sions for  life  of  1 ,500/.  a  year.  He  would 
instance  the  case  of  one  individual,  who 
held  a  place  of  2,000^.  a  year  at  8t.  Lucie, 
and  who  had  retired,  after  a  few  years 
aervice,  on  a  pension  of  500/.  a  year; 
He  found  also  the  name  of  A.  Murray, 
collector  of  Nassau,  who  had  a  salary  of 
1,986/.  and  who  retired  in  1820  on  a  su- 
perannuation of  700/.  a  year.  There 
^'  was  also  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Walsh,  who 
was  the  comptroller  of  entries,  at  1,000/. 
a-year,  and  who,  after  six  years  service 
had  retired  with  600/.  a-year.  This  was 
a  home  case,  to  shew  that  the  system  of 
extravagance  was  not  confined  to  the  co- 
lonies. There  was  a  Mr.  P.  Lyne,  who 
had  been  collector  at  Sandy  Point  in  St. 
Kitt's:  he  had  500/.  a-year  granted  on 
the  21st  March  1821,  which  shewed  that 
the  system  of  economy  was  of  very  re- 
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cent  adoption.  A  Mr.  Ransom  who  had 
aisalary  of500/.  a-yeat  for  fifteen  years, 
retired  on  8S0/.  a-year.  Now,  whether 
he  took  what  the  noble  lord  called  a  high 
tone,  or  a  low  tone,  these  facts  must  tell 
with  the  country.  He  could  not  duite  go 
with  his  eallant  ft*iend  in  classing  tie  cus- 
toms ana  excise  together.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  excise  was  different  from 
that  of  the  other  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue ;  because  the  patronage  was  confined 
t6  the  commissioners,  who  admitted  into 
the  department  only  those  who  were  un- 
der 26  "years  of  age.  To  the  customs 
this  i>rincrp]e  was  extended  last  year  by  sir 
C.  Long's  commission.  In  those  branches 
of  the  revenue  of  which  the  Treasury  had 
grasped  the  patronage,  they  had  no  such 
umitation. 

Sir  /.  C(>ffin  begged  to  Bay  a  few  words 
in  consequence  ofthe  allusion  made  by 
name  to  a  relative  of  his,  Mr.  Lyne.  On 
the  return  of  his  relative  to  this  country, 
he  (sir  I.  C.)  had  taken  him  up  to  the 
Treasury.  He  was  then  quite  blind,  and 
offered  to  surrender  the  2,500/.  a  year  sa- 
lary which  he  had  enjoyed,  relying  upon 
the  liberality  of  government  to  provide 
for  him,  he  having  lost  his  sight  in  the 
public  service.  The  Treasury  had  in  con- 
sequence, given  to  him  that  reward  to 
which  he  was  so  fairly  entitled.  He  only 
wished  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
might  as  well  deserve  from  the  country  a 
similar  reward.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
hearing  that  hon.  member  night  after  night 
and  looked  upon  him  as  no  better  than  a 
forestaller. 

Sir  C.  Long  said,  the  hon.  member  had 
complained,  that  ministers  had  not  re- 
duced the  number  of  the  commissioners 
of  customs.  It  was  very  true  they  had 
not  done  so,  and  for  this  reason — because 
they  were  all  perfectly  convinced  that,  if 
the  commissioners  were  actively  employed 
there  was  not  one  too  many.  He  was 
sorry  that  the  hon.  member  had  com- 
plained of  some  of  the  commissioners,  as 
unfit  for  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed.  He  had  alluded  particularly  to 
one  of  them  who  had  formerly  been  iu  the 
military  line.  Now,  he  thought,  there  was 
not  connected  with  any  department  of 
the  public  service,  a  more  able  or  efficient 
man  than  the  individual  thus  noticed  by 
the  hon.  member.  With  respect  to  ano- 
ther ef  the  commissioners  (Mr.  Stewart, j 
no  gentleman  could  possibly  be  better 
recommended  than  he  was.  It  had  been 
said|  that  he  received  very  considerable 
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fees.  But  it  should  be  'recollected  why 
h^  got  those  fees.  The  fact  was,  that  be 
h^d  been  employed  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  in  drawing  bills  relative  to 
the  revenue — a  branch  of  duty  which  no 
other  man  could  perform  in  the  same 
manner.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
plained of  the  lavish  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  in  the  grant  of  8uperaai\^- 
tions.  He  would  not  defend  all  the. su- 
perannuations :  he  admitted  that  the  sys- 
tem was  carried  much  too  far ;  and,  if  be 
w^re  asked  where  it  was  more  particu- 
lacly  carried  too  far,  he  would  say,  \xy  \\i^ 
customs;  and  if  gentlemen  would  look 
through  the  reports  on  the  subject,  they 
would  find  that  opinion  stated  by  himself 
and  others*  Both  the  hon.  naembers  had 
alluded  to  various  points  which,  they  sup- 
posed, had  not  been  touched  on  by  mi- 
nisters. But  it  80  happened,  that  there 
was  not  one  of  those  points  that  had  .not 
been  under  consideration,  as  would  be 
proved  by  the  subsequent  reports.  One 
of  those  points  was,  the  employment  of 
offices  and  servants  at  the  different  boards. 
It  would  be  found,  that  that  subject  had 
been  maturely  considered,  and  that  great 
reductions  would  be  made  in  consequence. 
The  next  point  was  the  preventive  ser-. 
vice ;  and  herehis  own  decided  opinion  was, 
that  shortly  a  very  large  saving  would  be 
made.  The  expense  of  keepmg  up  the 
coast*blockade  was,  he  wished  to  observe, 
included  in  the  sum  of  600,0q0/.  That 
force  was  at  present  partly  under  the 
Tre^ury»  partly  under  the  cotumis- 
sionets  of  customs^  and  partly  under,  the 
excise ;  but  when  it  waa  placed  under  one 
superintending  head,  much  saving  would 
be  effected.  The  hop.  o^ember  for  Aber- 
deen had  endeavoured  tp  Q?^k^  an  iip- 
pression  on  the  House  by  means  which  he 
did  not  think  were  worthy  of  being  re- 
sorted to.  HehadsUted,  that  in  1807, 
the  collecting  of  the  customs  cdst  tha 
country  between  ^,000^  and  600/X)0tf 
and  that  last  year  it  cpst  1,<X)Q,0QQ&  Now 
the  hon.  meiuber  mo^  l^qow,  that  at  the 
former  periocd  the  oSc^ra^pf  the  customs 
received  fees,  wh^ch  wer/e  sul^sequemtl^ 
withheld,  ^  on  tba|i  $ccouptr  an  addi- 
tional ex^se  of  2  or  .300,000/.  wasjn* 
CQired.  Therefor^,  wbep  Uie,  hon.  meoi* 
hex,  sta^  merely  the  increase,  without 
noticing  the  cause^  he  deceived  the 
Houae.  There  was  coruinhr  a  difference 
between  the  salary  of  the  omcers  employ- 
ed in  the  coast  blockade. and  iho^e  at- 
tached to  the  preventive  service.    The 


latter  received  higher  salaries,  but  by  no 
means  extravagant  ones;  and,  when  it 
was  conaidared  that  they  were  ofiieers  of 
the  navy,  that  thev  were  intrusted  with  a 
command  of  high  importance,  and  that 
thev  had  performed  their  duty  most  efiec- 
tually  in  every  respect,  surely  no  maa  • 
could  resist  their  bemg  properly  remune- 
rated* When  ^he,  hon.  member  spoke  of 
instances  of  smuggling  baviag  .been  dis* 
covered  on  the^  coast.  Sorely  he  did  not 
mean  to  sav,. because  sych.  instance^  had 
occurred,  that -the  ^ keeping  up  of  a  force 
of  thjs  nauice  M^aa  wholly  useless^  The 
contrary  fact  bad  beeivclearly  established ;  • 
since,  notwithstanding  the  high  .  dutiea, 
and  the  large  aum  which  the  service  de- 
manded, the  amount  of  the  revenue  bad 
considerably  increased.  With  respect  to 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  ofBeer,.it  could 
not  be  productive  of  any  good  effect,  and 
therefore  he  should  oppose  it.  How  could 
government  lay  before  the  House  an  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  expense  of  collect- 
ing the  customs  next  year?  .  What  d^Om 
bad  thev  io  proceed  upon  ?  If^  they  at- 
tempted sucn  a  thing,,  the  h(Hw  member 
and  hla  friends  would  certainly  come 
down  next  year  and  declare  that  govern- 
ment h^  acted  moat  absurdly,  in  forming 
aq  estimate  within  the  bounds  of  which 
they  had  found  it  impossible  to  confine 
themselves* 

Colonel  Davies  briefly  replied,  and 
contended,  that  the .  rate  of  coUeetioa 
which  he  bad  spoken  of  i  in .  18 12  was  cor- 
rect. However,  without .  dwelling  on 
these,  details,  the  maio  question  ^was, 
whv  the  four  millions  (expended  on  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  .should  -not  be 
brought  under. the. view  pf  the  Housd  by 
estimates,  as  well  as  the  other  branches' of 
thelpublic  aenrteck 

The  previous  question,  **  That  the 
question  be  now  put,"  was  then  moved  on 
the  first  four  resolutions,  and  negatived. 
On  the  last  resolution,  the  House  divided : 
Ayes  25.    Noes  93. 

List  of  the  Minority/. 


BeBnl,lt. 
Bamtt^^B.  M. 
Burdett,.8ir  F. 
Benyon,  B. 
Blake^  sit  F. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Callaghan,  col. 
Griffiths,  J.  W. 
Graham,  S. 
Guise,  m  W. 
Ilobbouse,  J.  C. 


Haldimand,  W. 
HamMtOD,  tordA. 
Hume.  J. 
Jame8,W. 
Leimaitl,  T.  B.    • 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Moore,  P. 
Robarts,  col. 
Robarts,  A.W, 
Rickford,  W. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
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iUce,  S.  WilsoD,  lir  A. 

SjkeS,  D.  TELLEBS. 

Smith,  W.  DaTies,  col. 

IVhitbread,  S.  Bennet,  boo.  H.  G. 

Wood,  aid. 

Mutiny  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
Mutiny  bill, 

Mr.  BennH  observed,  that  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Hume)  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion  for  an  instruction  to  the  commit- 
tee rejecting  the  power  of  the  king  to 
dismiss  officers.  He  hoped  he  would  not 
press  the  motion  at  present,  as  it  did  not, 
as  a  general  question,  excite  that  interest 
which  It  d^nred.  It  was  the  com- 
plaint, that  in  the  House  as  well  as  out. 
It  was  the  disposition  to  treat  lightly  con- 
stitutiooal  questions  in  comparison  with 
money  matters.  But  in  those  times, 
when  the  members  of  that  House  were 
not  so  numerous,  158  had  toted  for 
the  motion  of  17S4,  while  in  the  other 
House  no  less  than  62  peers  voted  on  the 
same  side.  But  there  was  not  at  that 
time  such  a  general  indifference  to  const!- 
Uttional  questions,  as  unhappily  prevailed 
at  present.  The  gentlemen  on  his  side  of 
the  House  were  on  this  occasion  reduced 
to  a  sort  of  select  society  fa  laugh].  The 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  might  laugh 
and  jeer,  but  he  expressed  most  unfeign* 
edly  his  surprise  and  regret,  that  the  ms- 
tiagiiished  members  with  whom  he  had 
usually  the  honour  to  act,  should  have 
been  absent  on  an  occasion  so  deserving 
of  their  support.  But  in  conseouenoe  of 
this  absence,  and  in  the  hope  w  the  pre- 
sence of  his  hon.  friends  upon  a  ftiture 
occasion,  he  earnestly  recommended  his 
hon.  friend  to  postpone  his  intended  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bright  said,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  reasons  which  induced  others  to  be 
absent  or  present,  he  looked  at  this  ques- 
tion as  one  which  had  received  serious 
attention  in  better  periods  of  our  history, 
and  he  strongljr  wished  that  the  House 
would  return  to  its  former  character,  and 
examine  the  foundation  of  our  institutions 
in  the  spirit  of  those  institutions.  He  had 
been  taught  to  entertain  great  suspicion 
of  a  standing  army.  However  he  might 
differ  from  gentlemen  who  were  now  ab* 
sent  or  present,  in  a  most  sacred  regard 
for  the  constitution  he  yielded  to  none. 
The  right  of  dismissing  officers,  without 
cause  assigned,  had  been,  on  a  former 
occasion,  treated  as  one  of  the   prero* 
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gatives  of  the  Crown.  He  would  say, 
should  that  question  be  again  mooted, 
that  the  Crown  possessed  no  such  prero- 
gative. It  might  be  clearly  made  out 
uat  such  a  prerogative  had  never  existed ; 
and  this  was  a  time  peculiarly  6tfor  inves- 
tigating that  question  and  setting  it  at 
rest.  A  great  war  had  recently  termi- 
nated :  a  military  spirit  had  risen  up,  and 
in  considering  the  glorious  successes  of 
our  army,  we  were  too  apt  to  overlook 
the  character  which  constitutionally  be- 
longed to  it.  He  looked  at  the  navy  with 
admiration — he  looked  at  the  militia  as 
our  constitutional  and  adequate  defence 
—and  he  hoped,  if  the  hon.  member  for 
Montrose  should  delay  his  proposition, 
that  it  would  be  only  in  order  to  bring  it 
specifically  forward  at  another  opportu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Hnme  said,  that  although  he  had 
known  a  question  of  as  great  importance 
as  the  present  met  by  as  empty  benches, 
he  would  not  persist  against  the  advice 
of  his  friends,  but  wouldbring  the  subject 
forward  on  the  bringing  up  of  the  report. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee, 

Mr.  Htme  said,  that  the  29th  clause 
of  the  bill  respected  courts  martial,  and 
to  that  clause  he  should  move  an  amend- 
ment, which  wouldconfine  courts-martial 
to  the  forms  there  prescribed,  and  declare 
<<  that  no  punishment  whatever  should  be 
inflicted  but  such  as  was  agreeable  to  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial,  and  to  the 
forms  of  the  act." 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  that  no  punish- 
ment could  be  inflicted  but  such  as  was 
legal,  under  the  act ;  therefore  the  amend- 
ment was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WelhereU  said,  that  if  the  amend- 
ment meant  nothing  beyond  the  carrying 
into  effect  the  clause  to  which  it  was  at- 
tached, it  was  clearly  superfluous.  But, 
if  it  indirectly  aimed  at  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  to  dismiss  officers,  let  the 
Question  be  fairly  met,  as  the  hon.  member 
for  Bristol  had  proposed. 

Sir  /.  Cqffin  woiild  recommend  a  little 
modesty  to  the  mover  of  the  amendment, 
if  he  meant  that  the  final  approbation  of 
the  sentence  should  not  be  left  to  the 
commander-in-chief. 

Colonel  Wood  thought  the  proposed 
addition  was  a  round-about  way  of  bring- 
ing on  the  question  which  the  hon.  mover 
had  said  he  should  decline  bringing  on 
that  night.  He  should  be  happy  to  meet 
the  question  upon  constitutional  grounds; 
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for  be  considered  the  prerogalive  alluded; 
tOt  the  best  safety  against  the  interference 
of  the  army  with  the  constitution. 

Mr.  fr.tCour^eitay  contended,  that  some 
ground  ought  to  have  been  shown  for  the 
necessity  of  the  amendment.  What 
grievances  were  there  which  the  amend- 
ment remedied  ?  If  it  meant  to  prevent 
the  dismissal  of  officers,  it  was  the  pro- 
position which  had  been  postponed,  in 
another  form ;  if  it  did  not,  it  was  unne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  W.  William  felt,  that  the  depend- 
ance  of  the  officers  of  the  army  upon  the 
will  of  the  Crown,  or  that  of  the  minister 
was  so  obvious,  from  the  recent  dismissal 
of  a  gallant  officer,  without  any  cause 
made  out,  or  trial  instituted,  that  he 
should  conceive  it  bis  duty,  if  no  more 
competent  person  undertooK  the  task,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
exclusion  of  all  military  officers  from  seats 
in  that  House,  and  also  from  the  right  of 
voting  for  any  person  becoming  a  candi- 
date for  a  seat  in  that  House;  for  he 
thought  that  many  persons  were  excluded 
from  those  privileges  who  might  fairiy  be 
deemed  more  independent  than  the  ofiicers 
of  the  army  were  now  become,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  conduct  of  the  Crown, 
or  Its  ministers. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  he  was  as  jealous 
of  a  standing  army  as  his  bon.  firiend,  and 
regarded  theprerogative  as  a  check  upon 
the  army.  Tne  only  true  dangers  which 
had  occurred  in  our  history,  was  when 
the  army  was  severed  from  the  Crown, 
and  power  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
army.    He  saw  no   reason  for  such  a 

Quantum  of  suspicion  of  officers  in  that 
louse.  They  sat  on  both  sides.  To  re* 
ceive  the  thanks  of  parliament  in  their 
place  there,  was  the  best  reward  which 
they  could  receive  for  a  service  in  which, 
God  knew,  they  got  little  wealth,  though 
they  might  gather  some  laurels.  There 
was  no  reason  for  excluding  them  any 
more  than  gentlemen  of  the  navy  or  the 
law. 

Mr.  W.  William  asked,  whether  his 
majesty  had  the  power  of  depriving  a 
barrister  of  his  rank,  at  his  sole  will  and 
pleasure?  There  was  no  analogy  in  the 
cases.  If  the  army  bad  the  power  to 
destroy  or. uphold  the  constitution,  it 
ou^htnot  tobe  under  the  control  of  any  in- 
dividual however  high.  They  might  torn 
against  the  people  as  well  as  agamst  the 
Crown. 
The  Solicitor  General  said,  it  was  clear 


that  the  king  could  not  inflict  a  more 
severe  punishment  than  that  which  had 
been  pronounced  by  a  court-martial. 
But,  though  the  Crown  could  not  make 
it  more  severe.  It  might  mitigate  it. 
Now,  if  the  amendment  were  carried,  it 
would  take  from  the  Crown  the  power  of 
mitigation.  If  a  court-martial  awarded 
the  punishment  of  death,  the  king  could 
not,  should  this  amendment  be  carried, 
transmute  it  for  transportation. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  there  were  many 
instances  in  which  officers  who  had  been 
acquitted  by  courts  martial  had  been 
afterwards  dismissed.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  the  officers  of  the  85th,  who 
having  brought  forward  charges  against 
theu'  commanding  officer,  and  failed  to 
prove  them,  were  dismissed;  and  the 
commanding  officer  was  himself  dismissed 
afterwards,  although  the  court-martial 
had  acquitted  him. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  the  dismissal  of 
the  officers  who  had  prosecuted  groundless 
charges  was  no  argument  on  the  present 
question. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  his  arsument  was, 
that  the  commanding  officer  had  himself 
been  dismissed,  after  having  been  ac- 
quitted by  the  court  martial. 

Lord  Pahnerston  said,  it  was  then  evi- 
dent that  the  amendment  raised  th» 
question  of  the  prerogative. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  not  convuiced 
by  the  argument  of  the  solicitor-general, 
but  be  had  no  wish  at  present  to  agitate 
any  point  which  would  involve  the  ques- 
tion of.  the  prerogative.  The  gallant 
colonel  would  remember  that  if  an  army, 
not  under  the  control  of  the  king,  had  in- 
terfered with  the  members  of  that  House, 
and  with  the  privileges  of  the  people,  the 
same  might  be  done  by  one  under  absolute 
control.  Its  officers  were  perfectly  de- 
pendant on  the  Crown,  and,  if  he  might 
use  the  phrase,  were  even  the  slaves  of  the 
Crown,  in  consequence  of  this  power  of 
dismissal. 

Sir  Af .  NiglUin^all  said,  he  was  himself 
no  slave,  and  did  not  believe  that  the 
officers  of  the  army  were  slaves.  He 
thought  they  had  the  interest  of  the  con- 
stitution at  heart  as  much  as  any  set  of 
men  in  the  countnr. 

Sir  /.  Coffin  said,  that  when  the  bon. 
member  for  Weymouth  brought  in  his 
bill  to  exclude  officers  of  the  army  from 
the  House,  he  hoped  it  would  include 
officers  of  the  navy,  that  they  might  all 
go  out  together. 
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Colonel  Trench  flong  baek  the  loslauii. 
tiODScof  the  bon.  member  for  Aberdeen, 
ta  the  fool  soufce  from  whence  they 
sprang*  Ho  was  surprised  that  any 
memlm  skoald  dane  to  throw  out  such 
an  aspersion  agahist  a  body  of  men,  who 
surely  were  not  unfitted  to  sit  in  that 
Hoose^  beoause  they  bsd  devoted  years 
ofthetrlifcstotheserrioe  of  their  coimtry. 

Sir  F.  Burdeit  begged  to  protest  against 
this  mode  of  making  a  sort  of  personal 
appeal)  which  was  lK>tll  contrary  to  the 
orders  of  the  Hoase^  and  inconsistent 
with  the  freedom  of  ddblite.  The  hon. 
offikser  had  expressed  great  indignation, 
bec^ise.the  hon«  membeir  for  Aberdeen 
had  called  the  oAcers  of  thd  army  slates. 
Now,  he  (sir  F.  B;)  had  not  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  ^eelaring  hfis  perfect  con- 
yictioa  of  the  propriety  of  this  language. 
It  iwavlaajguage  whiih  our  fore^thenr 
had  held— it  was  an  argument  which  had 
been  frequently  used  by  coristittttiona! 
lawyass  agaiDst  the  expediency  of  b  stand- 
ing aim  J.'  The -great  objection  to  a 
standing  army  was,  that  it  had  a  -direct 
tendew^'to  make  the  offlcerrof  the'army 
daves.*  The  hon«'  oflcer  might  assume  as 
hi^  m  tone  as  be  pleased  as*  to  the  purit  jr 
of  the  motives  which  Iniueoced  this  t:on- 
duet  of  officert'  of  the-  army— -he  -might 
coirtend^  that  tksy  were  freer  from  aH 
undue  prepossessions^  ^nd  ItiaccestriMe  to 
thobesnotitesof  interest  which  operated 
ontbe«est  of  mankind;  but  he  (sir  F. 
B.)  coDCurred  in  the  seiitiitients,  and 
would  theiofore  Tifldieate  the  language  of 
the:  bon;  member  for  Aberdeen. '  Hb 
agreed  widi  his  hon.  friend^  that  te  slfthd- 
ing  armfy  and  every  thing  oonnectdd  with 
a  staadmg  army,  was  fraught  with  danger 
to  the  constitution  aodto  the  liberties  of 
the  peofde*  and  ho  wotild  a  tbousaikl 
times  rather  die  in  his  seat  thin  ■submit  to 
its  anconstitutioaal  control.  Standing  up 
as  hedid  for  the  constitution,  he  had  no 
besitatioB  In  declariag,  that-  a  standing 
army  was  a  gross  infringement  of  evenr 
principle  of*  that  .constitofion.  That  it 
waa.aools  an*  infiingeiisent)  an4  that  it 
would  sooner  or  slater  letfd  lo  the  'de^- 
structioo  ofthn  coostittttlotH*  wife  th6 
opinion  of  a  penon^  who>muit  be  adn^tled 
to  be  a  man  of  some  ^etrios  'even  by 
the  aide  of  the  leanMNl  tofiolcoi^general--* 
he  alhidtd  to  Moatosqolett,  in  his  book 
on  iIm  Spirit  of  Laws^t  was  an  Opinion 
held  by  the  soundest  lawjreiV)  and  the 
ablest  oonstitutiooal  writers  ths  country 
had  produced.    It  was  to  be  found  in 
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almost  all  ^he  great  writers,  both  ahdent 
and  modern,   who  had  treated  on  the  ' 
science  of  government.    It  was  the  opi-  ' 
nion  of*  Mr.  Justice  Bfackstonc — a  man 
who  would  not  be  suspected  of  being  over 
anxious  to  support  liberal  opinions,  though 
certaihiy  some  of  hts  sentiments  in  favour 
of  liberty  would  be  considered  as  licen- 
dousln  these  days,  by  many  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  espe- 
cially by  gentlemen  of  the  lon|  robe. 
Now  what  did  this  writer  say  I    He  com- 
plained of  the  act,  of  which  th^  House 
was  now  discussing  the  provisions.    He 
never  dreamt  of  the  doctrine,  that  the' 
control  of  a  standhg  army  was  a  part  ofihe  ' 
king's  prerogatives ;  but  he  declared  that 
the  power  over  the  standing  army  was 
conferred  on  the  Crown  by  the  mutiny  act. 
He  complained  of  the  severity  of  this  act  ' 
— he  complained  of  the  chiehv  of  many 
of  its  provisions — ^he  stated  that  it  had  ' 
been  penned  in  haste,   and  without  due 
consiueration  ;  and  he  expressed  a  hope» 
that  it  would  be  revised  by  the  wisdom  of 
some  futuref  parliametlt.^  He  expressed  * 
his  regret  also  thbt  the  soldiers  of  this  ' 
country  should  be  the  onlr  slaves  among 
a  nation  of  freemen/ and  he 'pointj^  out ' 
thcf  extreme 'danger  to  the  coiistitution 
which  ajrose  from  placing  arms  in  the 
hands  of  men  who'were  in  a  moi-e  deba^d 
and  degraded  cohdMon  thah  any  other  ' 
clta  of  their  dountrjmfen. '  Every'  thing  " 
which  had  been  most  deprecated  by  this 
learned  commentator  which  would  have 
made   our  forefathers  shudder,   and  at 
which  eveiT  friend  to  En^li^U  freedom 
must'  trembte,  had  foedn  since  adopted. 
TbeEngli^  soldier  was  Set  apart  from 
his  ffellow-countrymen-^he  was  inade  a  ' 
sort  of  artifi6iaF  Mameluke — he  nolo/iger 
lived    under   the   same   laws -^  be   was 
shut   out  fro^   the  protection   of  tlie 
cohstitutlon.    Every  apprehenndU  of  tlie  ' 
learned  commentator  had  been  realised; 
and,  instead  of  endeav6urinfl;'to  unite  and 
amalgamate  the  citizen  and'tb^  soldier, 
the  government  had  employed  the  most 
artfiH  iftn!  unconstttutional  m^d^s  td  sepa- 
rate the  two  chlRt'acters,  and  to'cui  oflf 
the  soldier' fh>iit  tfllt:bnndidftU';'Urf<^e}rng 
of  hitb^est^tfnd  syntpathjr^^fttl  t!he  jJebple. 
Tbis'learned  commentatiKt'  tibsfetVed,  that 
in  #hateveif  coutiifrV  an  anlAy  ^^i  placed 
out  of  ^he  pale  of  the  constitution,  they 
wotild  naturally  become  the  enOdiiies  of 
those' rights  wli9ch  they  6oik!d not  them- 
selves enjoy ;   and  he  expi^essed  ^  hope, 
that  the  constitution  of  Englatid  #ouIdbc 
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Able  to  survive  mh/aX  bad  led  .^o  the  rum- 
of  every  oth^r  nation  ii;i  wh^cb  it  had 
existed— the  establishment  of  a  s|AP(liii^ 
army*  To  ^weve^t  these  fat|U  .coQse- 
qiiencest  it  wa^  inoumbent  up^  m$  be 
observ^d^  ^p  .tajfe  care  that  the  arrny 
shoul^  not  be  too  npiperpus;  that  ^e 
character  of  the  soj^i^  should  be  mixed 
iip  as  much  as  possible  with  th^  of  tb|9 
citizen ;  that-  there  shou[id  be  up  barracks, 
no  inland  fortresses ;  that  noiiieaQs  should 
be  employed  to  cut  ofi*  thecotpqiupioatioii 
of  tbemrmy  with  t^e  people ;  aod  tbal 
tlie  term  of  service  should  be  shori^t  so  tUi^ 
a  principle  oC  rotation  might  b^  (e^tabUofe- 
ed,  and  the  soldiers  be  returned,  from  tima 
to  timei  to  (he  great,  n^  of  the  people* 
These  wer:!e  ^he  cooftitotippql  means  ^ 
making  the  ^rmjr  a  national  support,  ^nd 
not  2lA  enslaved  class  of  the  jsoaMQiV)H3i^ ; 
these  we^e  the  only  tne^^s  of  avoiding 
the  necessary  cox^equeoces  of  mil^tAil^ 
ing  a  ftand^og  afo?^  ip  time  of  4»e9ce, 
in  a  free  country.  Tb|3  noble  lord 
opposite^  considered  a  st^qdipg  army 
the  best  defence  of  the  people  ii 
Eoi^land..  This  yfU,  jnd^»  making 
rapid  strides  towards  overturaiog  all 
ihe  prejudices  of  our  forefathers.  What 
was  Mt.  Hume's  ppinipn  on  this  subject? 
Even  that  writer,  with  all  his  monfirchical 
prejudices,  w^  of  opinion  that  a  stapdiog 
army  would,  give  a  &)ai  blow  to  theliber^ 
;ties  of  the  cou^ntryy  that  it  would  be  the 
futhanasia^  or  natural  and  proper  deeth» 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people  or  EoglaiML 
And  well  might  we  be  said  to  be  ap*- 
proaching  rapidly  towards  this  consum- 
mation, when  we  considered  the  amount 
x)f  our  standing  army,  the  vast  sums  of 
money  which  were  expended  to  support 
it,  or  the  sj^stematic  m^ns  employed  to 
perpetuate  it.  Under  the  guise  of  chari- 
table institutions,  for  soldier's  children, 
infants  were  brought  up  by  beat  of  the 
drum»  and  a  race  of  artificial  Mamelukes 
Was  created  in  the  country.  For  God's 
sake  let  the  children  and  orpibans  of  soU 
dters  be  protected;  but,  was  it  protection 
to  exclude  them  from  all  other  employ* 
ments  or  professions,  or  to  bring  tlmci  up 
as  a  fighting  class  in  the  country  ?— The 
hon.  baronet  proceeded  to  advert  to  the 
power  assumed  by  the  Crown  to  dismias 
tbe  officers  of  the  army  at  its  plea8ttre» 
and  without  assignJugtbe  catsie  of  diamis* 
sal.  It  was  a  power  which  it  was  moat 
dangerous  to  exercise,  and  which  ought 
not  to  be  suffered  to  exist  in  any  country. 
It  was  saidj  that  tlie  king  could  have  no 


ioHeresit  an  the  iinproper  ^x^dae  oF  such 
fH,  power;  but  it  was  the  prmciple  to 
.which  he  objeoted.  The  king  might  be 
a  good  or  a  bad  king ;  he  might  be  a 
natriot  monarch  or  an  ambitioiis. tyrant: 
but,  wbaterer  might  be  tbe  chasaeter  of 
tbe  feigning  sovekieign,  he  nevi^r  wished 
to  see  the  liberties  of  tbe  people  of  £n- 
glfind  dependant  ubou  any  krag.^;  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  said,  we  might  depend 
upon  tbekii^;  and  the  king  would  take 
i^e  that  tbe  army  jriaouid  not  turn  out 
^e  ^pavliameat  in  these  times;  Bm,  where 
was  jour  security  for  his  foiWarance? 
Suppose  the  kiogt  like  Cromwell,  should 
.choose  to  turn  eat  the  members  of  that 
House  by  the  tnsttiimeatality  nf  the  army. 
If  such  a  power  nere  ssnotioned  by  the 
constitution,  it  was  a  constitution  whidi 
deserved  moi  to  be  praised  for  its  beauty, 
nor  admired  for  its  wisdom,  nor  relied 
upon  for  our  seeuri^..  For  his  own  part 
he  would  plioe  no  such  implicit  reliance, 
and  was  disposed  to  place  a  much  greater 
reliance  upon  the  honour  and  feelings  of 
the  offioers  themselves,  by  giving  to  those 
officers,  and  to  the  army  at  krge,  the 
protection  and  benefit  of  the  constitution. 
Aa  to  the  power  of  subverting  tlie  deci- 
SMMHa  of  a  court  martial,  or  dispensing 
with  a  court  martial  altogether,  by  the 
fiat  of  the  Crown>  or  rather  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Crown,  it  was  a  most  monstrous, 
irrasieoai  power»  and  mischievotis  even  to 
those  who  exercised  it.  The  Crown 
might  in  this  way,  by  listening  to  the  ca- 
lumnies of  soDie  insidious  enemy,  and 
affording  no  opportunity  of  explanation  to 
the  party  accused,  do  injury  to  its  best 
friends.  Such  a  power  existed,  he  be- 
lieved, in  no  other  country  of  Europe: 
for  in  every  other  country  the  soldier  had 
at  least  the  protection  of  being  subjected 
to  a  court  martial-^of  being  heard  before 
he  was  condemned.  Were  the  soldiers 
of  Enghind,  then,  to  be  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion more  degraded  and  more  slavish  than 
that  of  the  dependent  satellites  of  the 
most  despotic  governments?  This  was 
not,  as  had  been  contended^  a  mere  ques* 
tion  of  prerogative ;  for  that  House  was 
bound  to  listen  to  no  plea  of  prerogative^ 
unless  it  could  be  shewn  that  that  prero^ 
gative  existed  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple. Od  the  same  principle,  the  judges 
might  be  dismissed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Crown ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  assumed  that 
the  Crown  would  not  misuse  Its  power,  or 
at  all  events  that  its  nnnisters  were  so 
immaculate  as  to  be  incapable  of  abusing 
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it.  There  had  been  minittera  who  had 
not  onJy  toroed  out  officers  from  thdr 
commissions,  but  from  their  seats  in  par- 
liament ;  and  though  he  supposed  we  noi^ 
lived  in  more  virtuous  times,  and  the  pre- 
sent parliament  was  of  coarse  immaculate, 
vet  the  possibility  of  the  thing  could  not 
be  denied,  since  it  had  actually  happened 
at  a  former  period  of  our  history.  The 
hon.  baronet  concluded,  by  thanidng  his 
hon.  friend,  for  having  drawn  the  attend 
tion  of  the  country  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, and  by  expressing  a  hope  that  he 
would  not  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Lord  Paimerston  thought  it  no  part  of 
the  rules  of  debate  to  permit  gentlemen 
on  one  side  the  House  to  use  such  ex- 
pressions as  to  them  seemed  convenient^ 
and  to  forbid  those  on  the  other  side  from 
.using  strong  language  in  their  defence. 
The  hon.  to'onet  was  in  the  habit  of 
giving  the  House  the  result  of  his  private 
studies;  but  he  had  omitted  to  state,  in 
his  quotations  from  Blackstone,  the  pa- 
ragraph which  identified  the  standmg 
army  with  the  British  constitntion.  How- 
ever dangerous  might  be  the  existence  of 
a  standing  army,  it  would  be  infinitely 
more  dangerous  to  have  no  army  at  all ; 
and  the  amount  of  existing  danger,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  would  be  increased  by 
the  measure  suggested  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen.  If  the  army  was  not 
to  be  elected  into  a  fourth  estate,  it  must 
be  placed  under  some  species  of  control. 
The  hon.  baronet  objected  to  that  control 
being  vested  in  the  Crown.  Was  par- 
liament, then,  to  have  the  control  of  the 
army?  Wherever  popular  assemblies  had 
attempted  to  command  a  military  force, 
the  thing  had  usually  ended  by  that  force 
commanding  them.  The  observation  of 
the  hon.  baronet  respecting  <*  artificial 
Mamelukes,"  referred,  he  supposed  to  the 
children  of  the  Militafjr  Asylum;  but  the 
children  of  that  establishment  were  al«- 
lowed  to  choose  their  own  professions, 
and  the  majority  of  them  had  actually 
chosen  civil  pursuits.  With  regard  to 
the  military  rules  of  other  governments, 
he  apprehended  that  the  king  of  Prussia 
had  often  exercised  the  power  in 
question. 

Mr.  Bennei  said,  his  hon.  friend  had 
not  applied  the  term  <<  slaves,"  to  the 
-army  tauntingly  or  sneeringly.  Certainly 
the  language  of  the  gallant  officer  was 
entirely  new. 

Mr.  Creeoey  said,  he  had  heard  the 
hon.  and  gallant  officer  make  use  of  the 
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word  *<  dared,'*— a  word,  the  use  of 
which  was  always  considered  highly  un- 
parliamentary. 

Mr.  Bennei  ^d,  his  objection  was  not 
to  the  word  «<  dared,"  but  to  the  words 
**  foul  sourise,"  which  had  been  used  by 
the  gallant  member  and  which  he  trusted 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining. 

Colonel  Trench  said,  that  the  expression 
used  by  the  hon.  member  for  Aoerdeen 
had  certainly  appeared  to  him  to  be  coarse 
and  foul-mouthed.  He  had  answered  it 
in  a  moment  of  indignation,  and  as  he  was 
not  ofVen  in  the  habit  of  addressing  the 
House,  he  feared  he  had  inadvertently 
gone  beyond  the  rules  of  debate.  He 
apologized  to  the  House  for  having  done 
so,  but  he  should  not  carry  his  apology 
anyfurther. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 
The  House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Bennei  irtformed  the*Speaker,  that 
when  the  House  had- been  in  a  Committee, 
a  dispute  had  arisen  betwixt  two  hon. 
members,  of  which,  as  he  was  not  in  the 
chair,  he  could  not  probably  be  supposed 
to  be  aware.  One  of  those  hon.  members 
was  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Mon- 
trose, the  other  the  member  for  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  he  regretted  to  say  that  in 
consequence  of  expressions  used  by  his 
hon.  friend,  the  other  hon.  member  had 
made  a  retort,  couched  in  a  manner  which 
as  he  was  not  then  present,  he  could  not 
designate.  A  subsequent  explanation 
had  been  made  by  his  hon.  friend,  which 
had  been  accepted  bv  the  House.  A 
similar  explanation  had  been  made  by  the 
other  hon.  member,  of  the  expression  he 
had  used ;  as  far  as  the  house  was  con- 
cerned, he  might  say  he  had  made  an  apo- 
logy* but  not  one  word  had  he  said  with 
regard  to  the  person  towards  whom  those 
expressions  were  directed.  As  it  was  not 
the  custom  in  that  House,  or  elswhere, 
for  such  language  to  pass  without  a  re- 
tractation, or  Ulterior  consequences,  he 
hoped  some  means  would  be  taken  by  the 
House  to  stop  any  further  pro^seedings. 

The  Speaker  commended  the  course 
which  the  hon.  member  had  taken,  with 
such  an  apprehension  on  his  mind  as  he 
had  described.  With  respect  to  the  cir- 
cumstance to  which  he  had  called  his  at- 
tention, he  beffged  to  state,  that  he  was 
present  in  the  House  as  a  member  during 
the  time  it  occurred.  He  was  sorry  the 
impression  left  on  the  mind  of  the  hon. 
member  was  such  as  he  described ;  but 
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he  was  bound  to  say  that  it  <fiflfered  from 
his  own.  The  language  which  bad  cau- 
sed the  excitement  in  question,  used  on 
the  one  side  had  since  been  exphiined  as 
being  applied,  not  personally,  but  to  a 
profession,  or  class  of  persons^  to  which 
the  hon«  member  feeling  himself  ag- 
grieved,  belonged.  The  explanation  of 
the  boa.  officer  in  return,  was  one  which 
admitted  that  he  spoke  with  warmth, 
and  in  an  unguarded  manner ;  but,  what 
#as  more  important,  the  hon.  officer  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  he  had  used  any 
language  inconsistent  with  the  orders  of 
that  House.  Now  it  was  plain  that  Ian* 
gnsge  tending  to  a  personal  misunder^r 
staining,  must  be  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
that  House,  and  therefore  it  was,  that  he 
conceived  that  an  explicit  disavowal  of 
all  nlterior  intention  or  pursuing  the  sub- 
ject had  been  made.  One  hon.  member 
was  in  the  House,  however,  and  it  would 
be  a  satisfiiction  to  the  House  to  know 
that  his  seatiments  were  such  as  he  bad 
just  stated. 

Mr.  HwM  stated,  that  aooordinc  to  his 
apprehension,  4he  expUmation  of  the  boo. 
officer,  notwithstanding  the  reservation  it 
contained,  was  not  meant  to  be  applicable 
to  him  in  a  hostile  sense*  For  his  own 
part,  he  felt  perfectly  satisfied,  and  would 
nave  prevented  hb  hon.  friend  from  trou* 
blin|^  the  House^  had  be  been  aware  of 
his  mtention. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS.    ' 
Wednudm^t  March  IS. 

D18TRB88  lar  Canada*]  Mr.  Afar- 
ryoi  presented  a  petition  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada,  which  con- 
tahied  a  simple,  but  melancholy  recitid  of 
plain  facts  and  official  documents.  The 
petitioners  state,  that  wkhin  the  last  year 
die  wages  of  labour,  the  prices  of  the 
produce  of  thesoil,  and  the  value  of  landed 
proper^  ia  that  provbce,  have  diminished 
one  half;  that  the  amount  of  the  exports 
has  decreased  from  near  800,000/.  to  little 
more  than  500,000^^;  that  the  imporu 
have  decreased  from  1300,000/.  to  be- 
tween 8,  and  900,000/. ;  and  that  tlie  pro- 
vincial revenue  has  fallen  off,  within  the 
last  year,  from  more  than  100,000/.  to  be- 
tween 70,  and  80,000/.  They  add,  that 
M  these  results  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  acta  of  the  Bristash  legidature,  whidb 
Vmwe  imposed  a  duty  on  the  imporution 
of  their  timber,  while  at  the  same  time 
ther  have  loweied  the  duty  on  the  impor- 
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tation  of  foreign  timber ;  and  have  esta- 
blished #1  system  of  corn  laws,  under  the 
operation  of  which  their  corn  has  been 
excluded  from  British  consumption  ever 
since  October  1820.  They  respectfully 
state,  that  if  their  produce  is  thus  render-* 
ed  of  no  value  by  the  legislative  measures 
of  the  mother 'country,  while  tbey  are 
compelled  to  send  tlieir  produce  to  her 
ports,  and  prohibited  from  all  comroerdal 
intercourse  with  every  foreign  power, 
they  shall  be  unable  to  find  the  means  of 
providinff  their  population  with  those  ar- 
ticles of  comfort  and  necessity  which 
they  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of 
importing,  or  to  raise  a  revenue  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  civil  establishment : 
and  they  conclude  by  jpraying,  thai  their 
grain  may  be  admittal  into  the  home  con- 
sumption of  Great  Briuin«*->Sir,  this  tale 
of  distress  is  interesting  to  us  as  well  as 
to  the  petitioners  r  because  the  adversity 
as  well  as  the  prosperity  of  every  colony 
is  reflected  back  upon  the  mother  coun- 
try. It  is  obvious,  that  if  the  exports  oi^ 
Lower  Canada  are  insufficient  to  pay  for 
her  impiwts,  the  British  merchants  and 
manu&cturers,  by  whom  thev  are  supplied, 
cannot  be  paid ;  and  that  if  the  colonial  re- 
venue will  not  provide  for  the  civil  eslab- 
Ibhment  (and  Lower  Canada  h  the  only 
British  colony  that  pays  the  whole  ex* 
pense  of  her  civil  establishment),  the  go- 
vernor, judges,  and  other  officers,  who 
are  seat  out  fW>m  hence,  must  be  Mid 
out  of  the  revenue  of  this  country.  The 
statements  in  the  petition,  that  their  pn^ 
duce  is  rendered  of  no  value  by  our  late 
regulations,  are  by  no  means  exaggerated. 
As  to  their  timber,  it  is  a  fact  within  my 
own  knowledge,  that  a  cargo  was  latelpr 
consigned  to  a  respectable  house  in  this 
city,  who  refused  to  receive  it;  being 
aware  that  instead  of  leaving  any  nett  pror 
coeds,  it  would  brins  the  sUpner  in  debt. 
They,  therefore,  left  it  to  tne  captain, 
who  disposed  of  it,  and  found  it  insuffi- 
cient to  (pay  the  irei^t  and  charges  of 
sale.  So  that  timber  firom  the  British 
provhices  in  North  America  is  not  only  a 
total  loss  of  the  prune  cost,  but  brings  a 
further  deoiOmd  upon  the  owner.  Such 
are  the  eonseauences  of  the  new  duties 
on  timber,  settled  last  session.  With  res- 
pect to  their  com,  it  is  only  admitted  into 
our  home  consumption  when  the  average 
price  of  Britisb  wheat  exceeds  67s.  p^ 
quarter;  and  therefore,  all  that  has  ar- 
med here  since  Oct.  18S0,  still  lies  lock- 
ed  up  hi  our  warthouses*  with  vietj  pros- 
SZ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1075!  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

pect  of  remainiog  there  till  it  is  spoifed, 
or  till  the  value  of  it  is  sunk  in  rent  and 
charges.  I  have  before  had  occasion  to 
assert,  in  this  House,  the  necessity  either 
of  continuing  to  act  towards  our  colonies 
on  our  old  system  of  protection,  or  of  re- 
leasing them  from  those  restrictions  to 
which  they  are  subjected  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  mother  country.  To  reouire 
from  them  a  double  monopoly,  to  bind 
them  to  take  all  their  supplies  from  you, 
and  to  ship  all  the  produce  of  their  indus- 
try to  your  market,  while  you  pass  such 
laws  as  render  it  of  no  value,  or  prohibit 
it  from  your  home  consumption  altoge- 
ther (which  is  precisely  the  case  with 
these  petitioners),  is  exercising  an  unex- 
ampled degree  of  arbitrary  power  over 
them,  and  if  contfnaed,  must  soon  devote 
them  to  absolute  ruin.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  this  petition  will  meet  that  favour- 
able tonsideration  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  ElUce  said,  that  no  person  unac* 
quafnted'  with  the  Canadas  could  form  a 
^st  idea  of  the  contrast  which  their  pre- 
sent situation  presented  to  their  former 
prosperity,  or  of  the  consequences  that 
oiust  inevitably  result  from  the  continued 
teslricttona  on  their  trade.  Last  year  the 
alteration  in  tbe  timber  duties  bore  hea- 
vily on  that  branch  of  their  commerce ; 
and  for  the  Brst  time  the  operation  of  the 
com  laws  prevented  the  introduction  into 
this  market  of  the  other  staple  article  of 
their  produce.  They  were  also,  if  report 
-spoke  true,  threatened  with  the  loss  of 
their  West  India  trade.  If  they  were  not 
permitted  to  send  their  produce  to  this 
market,  while  it  was  excluded  from  many 
others  by  the  operation  of  the  navisation 
laws,  it  was  impossible  they  could  long 
pay  for  the  manufactures  and  supplies  we 
compelled  them  to  receive  solely  from  this 
•country ;  and  he  did  hope  some  relaxa- 
tion of  tbe  present  restriction,  and,  above 
all,  the  admission  of  their  com,  might  be 
conceded,  without  risk  of  injury  to  the 
agricultural  interests. 

Mr.  Bennett  of  Wilto,  opposed  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  on  tbe  ground  that 
It  was  as  necessary  to  protect  the  English 
agriculturist,  as  it  could  be  to  relieve  the 
Canadian  corn  grower.  When  com  might 
be  imported  into  this  country,  large  quan- 
tities of  American  grain  had  been  sent  to 
Canada,  and  thencesmuggled  into  England ; 
io  that  the  restraint  now  complained  of  the 
petirioners  had  brought  upon  themselves. 
He  wished  to  give  tbe  colonies  all  equit- 
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able  protection^  but  could  ndt  consent  to 
afford  that'species  of  relief  which  tbe  pe- 
titioners now  desired. 

Mr.  fVilmot  was  fully  convinced  of  the 
reality  of  the  distress  complained  of,  but 
he  most  remark,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
tbe  measures  lately  adopted  that  could 
produce  that  distress.  He  thought  it  de- 
sirable that  this  petition  should  be  referred 
to  tbe  special  notice  of  the  agricultund 
committee. 

Mr.  Ricardo  thought  the  House  bound 
to  attend  to  the  complaints  of  the  peti- 
tioners. The  Canadians  sufered  serious 
hardships  which  ought  to  be  removed; 
they  complained,  1st.  That  we  did  not 
take  timber  from  them  on  the  same  terms 
as  we  did  before.  2nd,  that  we  reused 
to  admit  their  corn.  And  Sdly,  that  they 
were  subjected  to  the  inconvenience  of 
purchasing  all  Articles  jn  our.  markets. 
As  to  the  first,  we  had  a  right  to  go  to 
any  market  we  pleased  for  our  timber ; 
but,  on  that  very  principle,  the  second 
cause  of  grievance  ought  to.  be  done 
away,  and  their  com  ought  to  have  access 
to  our  markets.  With  respect  to  the 
forcing  the  colonies  to  purchase  in  our 
markets,  when  they  might  be  more  con- 
veniently supplied  elsewhere,  it  was  an 
inconvenience  to  which  they  ought  not  to 
be  exposed.  He  would  always  oppose  that 
principle,  not  only  as  applied  to  Canada^ 
but  to  evei^  other  colony.     . 

Sir  /.  Coffin  thought  it  would  have 
been  a  good  thing  for  this  country,  if  Ca- 
nada had  been  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the 
sea.  It  cost  this  country  500,000^  per 
annum,  and  did  not  make  a  return  to  it  of 
500  pence.  The  Canadians,  by  the 
timber  trade,  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
cheating  this  country  out  of  SOO,00OL 
yearly.  This  had  been  done  by  suffering 
great  quantities  of  American  timber  to  be 
sent  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  which 
had  been  then  brought  to  England  aa 
Canadian  timber.  Yet,  afler  actmg  such 
a  part,  they  now  threw*  themselves  oa 
that  House  for  support.  The  sooner  the 
governor  was  called  home^  and  the  sooner 
the  assembl?  and  cdony  were  sufered  to 
go,  he  should  be  sorry  to  say— -au  DiabU^ 
the  better. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  allowed  that  Canada  cost 
us  a  great  deal  of  money :  but  that  made 
it  the  more  necessary  to  take  such  steps 
as  did  not  interfere  with  its  improvement. 
He  was  convinced  that  if  the  province 
was  made  easy  and  comfortable  with  res- 
pect to  its  commercial  relations,  we  need 
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not  be  at  the  expense  of  a  heavy  military 
establishment  to  defend  it. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ilchester  Goal  —  Treatment  of 
Mr.  Hunt.]  Sir  R.  fFt^on  presented 
a  petition  from  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Joseph  Healy.  The  object  of  it  was,  to 
implore  the  House  to  address  his  majesty, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  remission  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  Mr.  Hunt's  sentence. 
The  petitioner  had  been  arrested  at  the 
same  time  with  Mr.  Hunt,  and  was  sen- 
tenced, for  what  he  did  not  conceive  to  be 
an  ofience,  to  an  imprisonment  of  one  year 
in  Lincoln  Castle.  The  manner  in  which 
the  petitioner  spoke  of  his  treatment 
whilst  under  confinement  formed  an 
agreeable  contrast  with  the  descriptions 
which  the  House  had  lately  so  repeatedly 
heard  with  respect  to  the  usage  of  Mr. 
Hunt  in  Ilchester  gaol. 

Mr.  Foweil  Buxton  said,  he  had  been 
prevented,  by  unavoidable  absence,  from 
making  a  few  observations,  which  he  would 
now  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  to  the 
House.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  of  opi* 
nion  that  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  against  the  government  of  Ilchester 
gaol,  both  by  Mr.  Hunt,  and  the  hon. 
alderman  (Wood),  had  been  fully  and 
clearly  established,  and  that  a  case  of 
great  hardship  and  oppression  had  been 
made  out.  He  found  from  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  commissioners,  that  the 
gaoler  had  resorted  to  the  extraordinary 
and  cruel  proceeding  of  applying  a  blister 
to  the  head  of  a  pnsoner  named  Thomas 
Gardiner,  by  way  of  punishment.  The 
treatment  to  which  another  prisoner 
named  Hillyer,  was  subjected,  was  also 
most  unjustifiable.  It  appeared  that  this 
unfortunate  man  was  loaded  with  double 
irons  on  bis  arms  and  legs,  and  the  chain 
by  which  they  were  connected  was  so 
short  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  stand  upright.  A  still  more  strik- 
ing  instance  of  improper  treatment  was 
exhibited  in  the  case  of  a  female,  named 
Mary  Cuer.  This  prisoner  was  confined 
in  irons  with  her  child,  in  a  cold  and 
damp  cell  during  a  period  of  frost  and 
snow.  In  consequence  of  the  treatment 
she  hafd  received,  and  the  situation  in 
which  she  was  placed,  the  unfortunate 
woman  was  unable  to  afford  any  nourish- 
ment to  her  child,  other  than  that  which 
could  be  derived  from  bread  and  water, 
with  the  latter  of  which  articles  she  was 
supplied  in  a  bucket.     This  was  a  most 


ftigrant  instance  of  cruelty ;  but  another 
perhaps  more  shocking  was  to  be  found  in 
the  case  of  a  debtor  of  the  name  of 
Treble,  who,  after  having  been  confined 
in  a  cold  cell^  was  allowed  to  expire  in  the 
common-lodging  room,  subject  to  all  the 
noise  and  disturbance  created  by  the 
other  prisoners.  All  these  cases  led  him 
to  the  conclusion,  that  gross  abuses  had 
existed  in  the  gaol,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  gaoler  had  been  exceedingly  illegal 
and  cruel,  and  that  government  ought  to 
order  the  prosecution  of  that  officer. 
Another  conclusion  to  which  he  had 
come  was,  that  all  the  allegations  which 
the  worthy  alderman  had  made  with  res- 
pect to  the  management  of  the  gaol,  were 
completely  established  by  the  evidence ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  worthy  al- 
derman was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
House  and  the  country,. and  particularly 
of  all  persons  interested  in  the  good  noa- 
nagement  of  prisons,  among  whom  he 
(Mr.  B.)  might  be  classed«Tor  having,  in 
in  spite  of  all  the  obstructions  which  had 
been  thrown  in  his  way,  so  effectually  dis- 
charged his  duty.  He  ( Mr.  Buxton )  had 
formerly  made  a  favourable  report  of  Ilches- 
ter gaol,  audit  was  known  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  nowgiven  an  unfovourable  one. 
To  account  for  this  discrepancy,  he  would 
willingly  admit  that  he  had  been  wrong ; 
but  the  House  would  recollect  that  he 
had  examined  the  gaol,  in  1816,  and  the 
commissioners  in  1821 ;  and  it  was  in  the 
interval  that  the  mal-practiccs  complained 
of  had  been  introduced.  He  was  justified 
in  saying  this  by  the  language  of  the 
commissioners.  The  report  stated,  that 
tlie  abuses  which  had  been  lately  detected 
had  grown  op  in  the  gaol  since  the  period 
when  sir  John  Palmer  Aclond  was  the 
visiting  magistrate.  Now,  at  the  time  he 
(Mr.  B.)  examined  the  gaol,  sir  John  was 
the  visiting  magistrate.  He  must  also 
observe,  that  the  commissioners,  in  their 
report,  alluded  to  every  thing  connected 
with  the  gaol  but  the  manufactures,  which 
however,  was  the  subject  to  wliich  his  at- 
tention had  been  particularly  directed.  It 
must  be  evident,  therefore,  from  all  the 
circumstances  which  he  had  stated,  that 
he  was  not  to  blame  for  the  report  whidi 
he  had  made  respecting  the  gaol  of  Il- 
chester. Having  said  so  much  in  his  own 
vindication,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  make  a 
few  observations  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Hunt.  The  House  knew,  that  the  judges 
in  sentencing  Mr.  Hunt,  had  taken  into 
their  consideration  the  suppose  J  advau'* 
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tagea  of  the  priaon  in  which  he  was  at  pre- 
sent confinecf.  Those  learned  authonties 
believed  that  prison  to  he  one  of  the  best 
In  England ;  and  they  supposed  that  they 
were  sentencing  Mr.  Hunt  to  be  eonfined 
for  thirty  months  in  a  wholesome  and 
well-regulated  gaol.  Without  meaning 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  those  learned 
persons,  he  must  say  they  had  been  mis- 
mformed.  For  twenty  months  the  sen- 
tence of  Mr.  Hunt  had  been  aggravated 
by  the  treatment  he  had  received,  and  the 
unhealthy  state  of  the  gaol.  Of  the  latter 
circumstance  there  could  exist  no  doubt, 
seeing  it  was  proved,  that  out  of  600  per- 
sons who  haa  last  been  confined  in  the 
gaol,  no  less  than  400  had  been  attacked 
by  sickness.  A  atill  more  convincing 
proof  of  the  unwholesome  state  of  the  gaol 
night  be  found  in  tlie  evidence  which  had 
been  given  before  a  coroner's  inquest 
which  sat  upon  the  body  of  James  Bryant, 
an  individual  who  died  in  the  prison.  It 
appeared  from  that  evidence,  that  the 
ga<d  had  been  flooded  six  times  in  the 
course  of  as  many  weeks,  and  that  there 
was  no  room  in  which  the  deceased  cotild 
sit  with  a  fire  in  it  during  his  illness,  that 
was  not  at  least  six  inches  deep  of  water. 
The  jury,  upon  hearing  the  evidence,  de- 
clared that  the  deceased  had  died  by  the 
visitation  of  God;  but  added,  that  the 
event  had  been  accelerated  by  the  damp 
state  of  the  prison.  In  this  prison  Mr. 
Hunt  was  now  living.  It  was  clear  that 
the  judges  never  intended  that  he  should 
sofier  such  a  punishment.  He  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  raying,  that  if  the  remainder  of 
Mr.  Hunt's  term  of  imprisonment  were 
passed  in  that  gaol,  he  would  su&r  more 
than  the  law  intended*  He  trusted  that 
government  would  take  the  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Hunt^s  case  into  thefr  considera- 
tion, and  remit  the  time  yet  unexpired  of 
the  period  during  which  be  i^as  sen- 
tenced to  be  confined.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Hunt  merited  the 
flnroar  of  government,  or  that  his  sen- 
tence was  originally  too  severe:  but  for 
this  he  would  contend  —  that  whether 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hunt  had  been  good 
or  bad,  whether  he  were  the  best  or  the 
worst  man  in  the  country,  he  was  en- 
titled to  justice,  and  justice  required 
that  be  should  sufier  no  greater  dfegree 
of  puni^ment  than  was  defined  in  his 
sentence. 

Sir  r.  Lethbridge  quite  agreed,  that  if 
Mr.  Hunt's  ponis&nent  had  been  aggra- 
vated by  the  treatment  be  bad  received. 
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that  would  form  a  good  gromtdfor  are* 
mission  of  the  remainder  of  his  sentence^ 
He  was  glad,  however,  to  find  it  admitted, 
that  at  one  time  Ilchester  gaol  was  well 
regdated.  That  was  a  material  lessening 
of  the  charffe  against  tbe  localities  of  th6 
gaol,  and  the  general  character  of  the 
gaoler.  He  was  by  no  means  disposed  to 
uphold  any  such  improprieties  as  those 
alleged  in  the  report,  if  they  should  be 
proved  to  exist.  Wherever  the  blame 
was  justly  due,  there  it  milstfall. 

Mr.  Dickinson  observed,  that  the  ma- 
gistrates had  certainly  been  much  de- 
ceived with  respect  to  the  cltaracter  and 
conduct  of  the  gaoler,  but  that  they 
shared  tlie  delusion  with  the  hon.  member 
for  Weymouth,  who  had  stated  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  gaol,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  observe  his  conduct  without  admiration. 
It  must  be  considered  as  highly  creditable 
to  the  magistrates,  that  on  the  first  accu- 
sation by  Mr.  Hunt,  they  gave  him  every 
Bseans  of  establishing  the  troth  of  his  alle^ 
gations.  He  was  convinced  the  magis- 
trates of  Somerset  were  as  incapable  of 
inhumanity  and  tvranny,  as  any  of  those 
whom  he  had  the  b<mour  to  address. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  he  had  read  the  report 
with  that  regret  which  any  man  must  feel, 
at  discovering  the  particular  instances  of 
misconduct  alluded  to.  No  man  could 
read  without  indignation  the  treatment 
inflicted  upon  three  of  the  prisoners,  on 
tbe  head  of  one  of  whom  a  blister  bad  been 
put,  not  for  the  purpose  of  administering 
relief  or  consolation,  but  to  augment  tbe 
punishment  of  an  individual  for  refractory 
conduct.  Such  an  instance  of  cruelty 
could  not  be  read  without  indignation,  not 
only  againM  the  person  applying  for  the 
blister,  but  the  medical  roan  who  had  ad» 
ministered  ft.  He  did  not  ask  the  Hoine 
to  witlihold  their  unqualified  censure,  from 
those  who  had  so  justly  incurred  it ;  hot 
he  only  called  upon  them  to  suspend  their 
judgment  upon  the  whole  case,  until  the 
evidence  was  presented.  With  respect  to 
Mr.  Hunt,  the  circumstances  must,  in« 
deed,  be  very  special  and  strong,  which, 
in  the  present  instance,  #oala  induce 
him  to  dscttss  it ;  particularly  as  themib- 
ject  would  in  a  few  days  come  before 
thrm  in  the  shape  of  a  specific  motion; 
but  be  had  no  objection  to  atate  the  vesolt 
of  tbe  inquiries  he  had  made  into  Mr. 
Hunt%  present  condition  in  the  prison* 
Mr.  Hunt  occupied  two  rooms  in  the  gaol 
which  had  a  northern  aspect;  the  adjoiiw 
ing  ward  was  appropriated  for  the  wo&f^ 
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ttoa  0f  two  priMmerf  who  waited  oioi  bim; 
and  be  had  the  prttilege  of  walking  at 
stated  times  in  the  yard.  That  contni- 
dictory  orders  had  been  inued  respecting 
Mr.  Honty  he  knew ;  but  he  must  defend 
the  magistrates  from  the  saspicion  of 
being  actuated  by  unworthy  motives  in 
any  part  of  their  conduct.  He  believed 
that  they  were  much  disposed  to  make 
the  situation  of  Mr.  Hunt  as  comfortable 
as  was  consistent  with  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  Commissioners  were  now 
sitting  to  consider  how  fiir  the  situation 
of  lIcheHer  ffaol  was  susceptible  of  im- 
provement. With  respett  to  the  admis* 
sion  of  Mr.  Hunt's  friends,  the  high  she- 
riff had  taken  upon  his  own  responsibih'ty 
to  admit  them»  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
regulation  which  subsisted  when  Mr. 
Hunt  first  entered  the  prison,  and  to 
which  be  was  not  understood  to  have 
objected.  It  was  evident,  that  the  magis- 
trates had  taken  ^reat  pains  to  render  the 
gaol  as  commodious  as  possible,  and  to 
remedy  the  obvious  defects  of  its  situa- 
tion. They  had  directed  an  inquiry  to  be 
instituted,  to  ascertam  the  best  mode  of 
repairing  die  prison,  and  to  report  the 
progress  they  mid  made,  at  the  next  <juar- 
ter  sessions.  That  some  of  the  visiting 
magistrates  had  been  guilty  of  n^igence, 
be  would  candidly  acunit,  but  it  haid  ob- 
viously arisen  from  their  confidence  in  the 
saoler,  who  had  deserved  every  praise 
for  his  conduct  during  the  time  that  the 
typhus  fever  raged  in  the  prison.  He  did 
not  refer  to  that  conduct  as  in  any  degree 
palliating  his  subsequent  misconduct,  but 
only  as  justifying  the  confidence  whk;h 
the  magbtrates  had  reposed  in  him.  He 
came  to  them  from  the  hulks,  recoow 
mended  by  an  excellent  character,  and  it 
was  by  his  previous  conduct,  that  he  bad 
been  able,  naturallv  enough,  to  impose 
upon  them.  So  well  had  he  deserved  that 
character  when  he  first  had  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  prison,  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Weymouth,  when  he  had 
visited  it,  said,  **  I  was  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  see  the  gaoler,  but  the  general  aspect 
of  the  prison  convinced  me  that  he  had 
done  hu  duty  well  towards  the  roagia* 
trates,  who  had  also  nobly  discharged 
theirs.''  The  right  hon.  oantleman  con- 
cluded by  ur^ng  the  propriety,  of  placing 
•  confidence  in  the  integri^  and  impartia- 
lity of  the  magistracy,  on  account  of  the 
great  importance  of  their  gratuitous 
services  to  the  countnr,  and  the  necessity 
^  giving  them  the  f uueit  support. 


Mr.  Beunet  said,  he  fdt  no  disposition 
to  retract  the  expressions  he  had  applied 
to  the  visiting  magistrates.  The  censure 
he  had  cast  upon  them  was  justified  bv 
the  re|>ort,  and  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty,  if  the  subject  were  not  taken  up  by 
others,  to  move  an  address  to  the  Crown 
for  their  removal.  Why  had  they  not 
inquired  into  the  case  of  the  man  who  w^ 
thrown  in  irons  into  a  solitary  cell  ?  Wb  v 
had  they  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look 
over  the  prison  books,  and  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  their  being  so  interlined, 
mutilated,  and  defaced  ?  God  forbid  that 
he  should  pass  a  sweeping  censure  upon 
the  whole  magistracy  of  the  county.  It 
was  the  visiting  magistrates  of  whom  he 
complained. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  on  a  former 
occasion  said,  that  several  of  the  n^iagis- 
trates  of  Somersetshire  had  shewn  them- 
selves destitute  of  the  feelings  of  huma^ 
nity,  after  having  carefully  read  over  the 
report  of  the  commissionerB,  be  felt  hin^ 
self  unable  to  alter  that  opinion. 

The  Solicitor  General  was  anxious  to 
state,  in  explanation  of  the  repeated  allu- 
sion which  had  been  made  to  the  part 
taken  by  two  of  the  judges  respecting  the 
regulations  for  Ilchester  gaol,  that  he  had 
seen  both  the  original  and  the  altered 
rules.  In  the  original,  there  were  cer- 
tainl  V  three  or  four  very  harsh  regulations, 
whidi  the  judges  deemed  improper,  and 
had  disallowed ;  but,  neither  in  point  of 
law,  nor  in  point  of  feeling,  could  he 
see  anv  thing  objectionable  in  the  rules 
now  adopted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Officx  of  JpiVT  Post  Mastea 
Gbkxral.]  Lord  Normani^  rose,  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  for  reducing  the 
number  of  persons  filling  the.  Office  of 
Jomt  Postmaster-General.  Difficult  as  he 
at  all  times  felt  it  to  address  that  House, 
he  should  feel  himself  still  more  embar- 
rassed if  he  thought  it  was  for  a  moment 
supposed,  that  he  was  actuated  by  any 
invidioiu  or  personal  motive  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  But  he  felt  cheered  by 
the  reflection,  that  his  only  motive  was  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  country.  He  trusted 
that  he  should  shew  to  the  House,  that 
this  was  as  clear  a  question  of  reduction 
as  anv  which  could  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  parliament.  It  was  roatr 
ter  of  much  satisfectum  to  him  to  know, 
that  the  reduction  which  he  was  about  to 
propose,  did  not  involve  any  of  those  dist 
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tresses  or  hardships,  which  had  been  so 
feelinely  described  by  his  nght  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  F.  Robinson^  on  a  former  evening, 
and  which,  were,  in  many  cases,  the  ne- 
cessary though  Jamentabte  result  of  the 
reductions  which  it  had  been  found  neces- 
sary to  make  in  other  public  establish- 
ments. His  right  hon;  friend  had,  with 
a  feeling  which  did  him  honour,  described 
to  the  House  the-  sensations  he  felt  at 
being  obliged  to  reduce  or  dismiss  those 
men  who  had  large  families,  and  who  had 
spent  their  youth  and  strength  in  the 
public  service.  But,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, the  case  was  different.  When  the 
House  looked  to  the  rank  of  the  parties, 
they  must  at  once  see,  that  the  proposed 
reduction  could  not  be  productive  of  any 
distress  or  embarrassment*  On  the  con- 
trary, he  felt  convinced,  that  the  noble 
lords  concerned,    would    cheerfully  ac- 

2uiesce  in  any  opinion  expressed  by  the 
louse  upon  this  subject.  He  was  also 
satisfied,  that  in  the  event  of  the  proposed 
reduction  being  made,  the  partj  reduced 
could  have  no  claim  to  indemnity  for  his 
loss  of  office.  >  It  was  also  matter  of  great 
consolation  to  him,  that  in  bringing  for- 
ward his  motion,  it  was  not  necessary  he 
should  impute  blame  to  any  body.  The 
persons  filling  the  chief  situations  at  the 
jPost-office  were  always  of  the  first  res- 
pectability; and  those  actively  engaged  in 
the  business  of  the  department  under  the 
superintendence  of  mt,  Freeling,  could 
not  be  too  highly  praised  for  the  efficiency 
of  their  services,  nor  could  too  much  be 
said  of  the  distinguished  courtesy  which 
was  uniformly  shown  by  the  secretary  to 
every  individual  who  had  business  in  his 
department.  Neither  did  blame  attach 
to  his  majesty's  ministers,  for  continuing 
an  office  which  had,  both  in  good  times 
and  bad,  been  maintaiiied  by  the  govern- 
ment ;  for  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
they  would  surrender  such  a  branch  of 
patronage,  until  called  upon  by  the  re- 
commendation of  that  House.  The  time 
had  in  his  opinion  at  length  arrived,  when 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  called  for 
that  recommendation.  They  stood  pledged 
to  principles  of  proper  economy  and  re- 
trenchment, and  his  task  was  very  much 
lightened  when  he  recollected  that  the 
particular  reduction  could  not  afiect  the 
comfort  or  respectability  of  any  man. 
That  the  proposition  now  submitted  to 
parliament  was  not  unprecedented,  he 
would  make  out ;  for  in  certain  bills  of 
the  years  18(2  and  1813,    tending,  in 


Various  ways,  toecottomical  arradgement, 
he  found  an  enactment  pointing  directly 
at  the  Joint  Postmaster-generalship,  re- 
commending that  the  duties  should  be 
performed  by  one  officer,  and  that  the 
salary  and  allowances  of  the  second 
should  be  saved.  Let  the  House  decide 
whether  the  circumstances  of  the  countfy 
now  did  not  demand  as  strict  economy  as 
could  have  been  necessary  in  1812.  As 
he,  however,  had  brought  the  subject 
before  the  House,  it  might  be  expected 
that  he  should  supply  aucn  information  as 
had  been  collected,  relative  to  the  origi- 
nal division  of  the  office  of  Postmaster- 
general.  The  period  which  had  produced 
the  existing  strange  constitution  of  that 
office— a  twin  birth  he  could  not  call  the 
thing,  for  the  divided  portions  of  it  had 
no  separate  existence— the  period  at  which 
that  plural  unit,  however,  if  he  might  so 
express  himself,  had  appeared,  must  have 
been  shortly  subsequent  to  the  statute  of 
the  9th  of  Anne ;  a  statute  whieh  cm*- 
rected  the  former  act  of  Charies  II,  and 
under  which  the  Post-office  warrants  still 
stood  at  the  present  day.  He  found  in 
the  act  which  first  established  the  Post- 
office,  a  direclidn  that  it  should  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  one  master ;  tlmt 
master  having  the  style  and  title  of  f*  his 
majesty's  Postmaster-general."  Now  ii 
required  more  subtlety  than  he  possessed, 
to  conceive  how  "  one  postmaster*',  could 
mean  two  joint  postmasters ;  but  the  afler 
words  of  the  act,  <<  he  (the  postmaster) 
and  his  deputies,  shall  do  so  and  so,*' 
were  still  more  decidedly  at  issue  with  the 
**  they  the  joint  postmaster,"  &c.,  used  at 
the  present  day.  The  precise  time, 
however,  at  which  the  division  of  office 
had  taken  place,  could  not  be  ascertained. 
Parliament,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
had,  at  times,  been  very  alert  in  the  crea- 
tion of  new  offices,  and  it  might  fairly  be 
supposed,  therefore,  that  they  would  be 
likely  to  make  the  most  of  the  old  ones ; 
and,  supposing  any  such  inclination  to 
exist,  the  Post-office  was  exactly  a  mark 
to  be  selected,  because  the  patronage  of 
the  place  was  considerable  enough  to 
bear  a  division.  The  salary,  he  was 
aware,  was  not  very  heavy;  but  every 
one  knew  that  the  chief  emoluments  of 
the  office  were  its  patronage  and  the  al- 
lowances attached  to  it :  the  patronage, 
even'  when  halved,  would  be  of  consider- 
able importance ;  and  the  allowances,  as 
they  could  not  conveniently  be  divided, 
would    be    doubled.      An    explanation, 
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liowever,  had  been  attempted  to  be  given 
to  tho  division  of  the  office  in  question, 
upon  which  he  would  detain  the  House 
for  a  single  moment.  It  had  been  said, 
that  such  a  responsibility  as  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  demanded  the  pre- 
senco  of  two  officers. .  Now,  why  two 
could  be  necessary,  unless  one  was  to  be 
a  check  upon  the  other,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive ;  and  such  a  supposition  as  that  of 
check,  ifould  upon  every  hand  be  re- 
jected. The  explanation,  however,  if  it 
no  way  served  the  cause  of  the  division, 
went  to  establish  one  fact  which  was 
worthy  of  attention— it  would  show,  as 
far  as  it  went,  that  at  the  first  com- 
mencement of  the  division,  the  officers 
appointed,  actually  executed  some  portion 
of  the  business  of  the  establishment. 
One  only,  even  iromediatelv  subsequent 
to  the  division,  could  have  been  a  sine- 
carlst:  the  making  sinecures  of  both  the 
offices,  or  branches  of  office,  could  not 
have  taken  place  until  some  years  after. 
At  present,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
removal  of  both,  far  less  of  one,  of  the 
postmasters*  general  would  no  way  impede 
the  business  of  the  office.  He  did  not 
propose  the  removal  of  both^  because  he 
attached  a  certain  quantity  of  value  to 
the  presence  of  a  considerable  name  at 
the  head  of  so  considerable  an  establish- 
ment ;  but  for  the  retaining  of  both,  no 
plea,  he  thought,  could  be  set  up.— The 
noble  lord  then  adverted  to  the  ambigu- 
ous opinion,  as  he  termed  it,  given  by  the 
finance  committee  upon  the  point  That 
committee  had  doubted,  looking  at  the 
revenue  of  the  Post-office,  wheUier  the 
collection  of  that  revenue  could  be  per- 
manently confided,  without  disadvantage 
to  the  public,  to  one  individual;  but 
fiuch  a  principle,  if  admitted,  would  not 
atop  at  the  Post-office — it  would  lead  to  a 
doublmg  of  every  office  in  the .  state.  His 
right  hon.  firiend,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Mvy,  would  be  compelled  to  have  a 
double ;  and  would  become  only  half  a 
public  officer,  instead  of  being,  as  he 
was  at  present,  two  public  officers.  He 
begged  to  be  understood,  as  not  intend- 
ing the  slightest  disrespect  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  who  held,  he  knew,  one  public 
office  (and  diligently  perform^  the  duties 
of  it),. without  receiving  any  emolument; 
but,  really,  the  plea  of  heavy  responsi- 
bility was  too  feeble  to  deserve  any  weight 
with  the  House.  The  double  appoint- 
ment, -too,  he  should  be  able  to  show, 
was  mischievous  as  well  as  unnecessary 


and  chargeable.  Mr.  Palmer,  who, 
whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
might  have  been,  as  to  the  extent  of  his 
claims  to  remuneration,  was  generally- 
allowed  to  have  been  a  great  public  bene- 
factor— Mr.  Palmer,  speaking  of  the  short 
continuance  of  postmasters-general  in 
office,  owing  to  their  appointments  being 
dependent  upon  political  arrangements, 
stated,  that  no  less  than  eight  changes 
had  taken  place  in  the  department  in  the 
course  of  one  term  of  seven  years.  Changes 
in  office  arising  out  of  changes  of  minis- 
ters, were  not  very  applicable  or  to  the 
point  at  the  present  moment ;  but,  if  such< 
changes  in  office  from  year  to  year  were 
mischievous,  how  much  more  mischievous 
must  be  the  weekly  change  (by  turns)  of 
authority  under  the  present  system.  As 
to  the  mischief,  there  could  be  very  little 
doubt;  it  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands, 
that  the  routine  of  such  an  establishment 
as  the  Post-office  could  only  be  preserved 
by  the  greatest  uniformity  of  purpose. 
Against  the  entire  uselessness  of^  the  se- 
cond postmaster  too,  what  arguments 
could  be  set  up?  Lord  Chesterfield 
(himself  a  postmaster-general)  being 
examined  before  the  committee  of  finance 
in  1797,  had  stated  a  fact  which  was 
worth  the  attention  of  the  House.  A 
question  being  put  to  his  lordship,  as  to 
what  would  be  the  effisct  of  any  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  two  postmasters- 
general,  the  answer  was,  that  such  cases 
could  seldom  occur ;  but  when  they  did, 
it  was  probable  the  junior  lord  would  be 
inclined  to  give  way  to  the  senior. .  So, 
then,  the  country  was  paying  2,50(tf*  a 
year  to  a  noble  marquis,  to  enable  him  to 
feel  inclined  to  give  way  to  a  noble  earl. 
[Hear,  and  a  laugh»]  As  a  further 
proof  how  unnecessary  was  the  office  in 

auestion,  lord  Clancarty,  who  held  it  from 
le  year  1814  to  1816,  was  engaged  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  th^t  period,  in 
diplomatic  affairs  abroad.— The  noble 
lord  then  proceeded  to  the  postmaster- 
generalship  of  Scotland,  ana  took  the 
office  to  be  a  sinecure,  because  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  was  under  the  same 
direction  with  the  English  Pdst-office. 
The  Irish  Post-office  was  managed,  too, 
at  a  much  greater  expense  than  that  of 
this  coimtry ;  and  surely,  whatever  might 
be  the  case  here,  there  could  be  no  occa^ 
sion  for  two  postmasters-general  in  Ire- 
land. Many  persons  thought,  indeed, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  post- 
master-general  in  Ireland;   and  there  was 
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a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the  suggestion: 
at  the  same  time,  he  gave  great  value,  at 
the  present  moment,  to  any  thing  which 
was  an  inducement  to  an  Irish  nobleman 
to  reside  on  hb  own  side  the  water ;  and 
he,  therefore,  abstained  from  proposing  an 
abolition  of  the  office.— He  trusted,  that 
he  had  brought  the  question  forward 
fiu'rly;  and  he  had  purposely  abstained 
from  sustaining  his  nroposition  by  any 
plea  for  diminiuiing  the  influence  of  the 
Crown.  Although,  whenever  any  mea- 
sure for  the  lessening  of  that  influence 
came  in  a  proper  and  decided  form  before 
the  House,  he  should  be  most  ready  to 
declare  his  opinion  upon  it,  yet  he  had 
sustained  from  introducing  that  subject 
Into  the  present  discussion.  At  the  same 
time,  he  must  say,  that  if  his  proposition 
were  resisted  upon  any  collateral  ground, 
that  it  would  diminish  the  influence  to 
which  he  adverted,  he  should  think  that 
the  people  of  England  were  ill-treated. 
The  very  distress  which  galled  the  coun- 

Sat  this  moment,  arose  out  of  the  bane* 
consequences  of  a  war,  which,  by  in-< 
creasing  taxation,  and  increasing  the  re- 
venue, had  silently  and  gradually  increased 
the  influence  of  the  Crown;  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  resist  a  measure  for  abating 
tlie  distress,  from  a  fear  of  diminishing 
the  influence  which  had  grown  up  with  it. 
The  question,  important  as  it  was,  lay  in  a 
narrow  compass,  and  he  had  almost  done. 
If  he  had  weakened  the  cause  or  wearied 
the  House,  let  the  failure  be  attributed, 
iKn  to  the  subject,  but  to  the  advocate. 
He  could  not  forbear,  however,  to  re- 
mind honourable  members  of  the  import- 
iUic6  attaching  to  the  decision  of  the 
pobt  before  them.  The  fate  of  the 
motion  now  pending,  would  show  the 
value  of  the  success  obtained  a  few  even- 
ing rince,  by  his  hon.  ftiend  (sir  M.  W. 
Ridfey.)  It  would  show  whether  the 
totes  of  hon.  gentlemen  on  that  night 
were  to  be  taken  as  a  flrst  dividend  paid 
to  their  coiistituetits,  or  whether  they  had 
been  put  forth  as  a  payment  in  full  of  all 
demands.  He  did  not  mean  to  affirm, 
that  every  member  who  had  voted  for  the 
reduction  of  the  two  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty, was  bound  absolutely  to  vote  for 
every  other  Species  of  reduction ;  but  he 
felt  that  the  present  motion  was  even  of 
more  importance,  than  that  which  had 
been  gained  b v  bin  hon.  fHeod ;  and  he 
declared  that  he  would  rather  have  seen 
his  hoQ.  fHend  sUndmg  a  single  **  ay"  in 
support  of  his  own  measure,  than  suffisr 


his  triumph  to  be  shared  by  any  man  wha 
thought  that,  in  doing  what  he  then  did, 
he  did  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  be- 
nefit of  his  country.  But  he  did  not 
believe  that  any  such  feeling  had  been 
entertained.  The  hon.  member  for 
Yorkshire  (Mr.  S.  Wortley)  had  dedared 
on  the  former  evening,  to  which  he  al- 
luded, that  he  would  support  every  pro- 
position for  reduction  of  expenditure, 
which  was  consistent  with  the^safety  of 
the  country.  He  should  scarcely,  there- 
fore, on  the  present  oocasion,  find  hims^c^ 
opposed  by  that  hon.  member,  because  it 
would  hardly  be  said,  that  the  maitue* 
nance  of  two  postmasters-general  was 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  country. 
The  hon.  member  for  Suffolk  (Mr. 
Goodi)  had  stated,  that  they  ought  to 
reduce  the  public  expenditure  before  they 
reduced  taxation.  Here,  then,  was  an 
opportunity  afforded  to  the  hon.  member, 
of  carrying  his  doctrine  into  effect.  He 
called  upon  his  honourable  fViends— he 
called  upon  the  House— to  pause  before 
they  negatived  the  present  motion.  He 
trusted  they  would  not  act  in  defiance  of 
public  opinion,  in  derision  of  the  general 
suffering,  and  in  total  oblivion  of  all  the 
promises  of  retrenchment  which  had  been 
held  out  to  the  country.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  bj  moving,  <*  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  thu  House,  that  without  detri« 
ment  to  the  public  service,  the  dutiea 
of  Joint  Postmaster-general  might  be 
performed  by  one  individual,  and  the 
salary  of  the  other  be  thereby  saved  to 
the  tmbHc." 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  he  could  not  take  so 
narrow  a  view  of  the  present  question  as 
had  been  taken  by  his  iu>ble  fnend ;  wad 
most  confess  that  the  speech  of  his  noble 
friend  had  produced  no  other  imprv!sskm 
on  his  mina  than  to  confirm  his  previous 
impressions.  His  noble  fnend  had  said, 
that  he  did  not  propose,  in  bringing  for- 
ward his  present  motion,  to  interfere  with 
other  oflSces ;  but,  an  acqolesoence  on  the 
part  of  the  House  in  the  present  motion— 
a  motion  which  had  'been  brought  forward 
in  consequence  of  the  success  of  a  motion 
made  by  an  hon.  baronet  the  other  night 
—would,  he  had  no  doubt,  lead,  in  vart-^ 
cos  other  instances,  to  a  similar  prope- 
sition  founded  on  similar  grounds.  And 
that  brought  distinctly  before  fbea  tiua 
principle— whedier  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  ouriit  or  ought  net  to  be  diminish- 
ed I  He  linew  it  was  easy  to  turn  kao 
ridictde  any  partieelaF  oppontioii  to  mj 
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(mrtiettlar  and  iBoIated  motion  fike  the 
present.  It  would  be  easy  to  say  in  vari- 
out  other  cases/as  was  said  in  the  present, 
^  You  most  TOte  for  this  reduction,  unless 
you  think  that  the  safety  of  the  state  de- 
pends upon  the  maintenance  of  two  post- 
masters-general.*^  But,  that  was  a  most 
tinfair  way  of  putting  the  case.  He 
Ihoitght  it  ought  to  be  viewed  on  princi- 
ples more  broad,  more  general,  and  more 
enlightened.  He  would  oppose  the  abo- 
Ktiou  of  the  present  office,  because  he  felt 
that  no  sufficient  ground  had  been  stated 
to  induce  the  House  to  diminish,  to  that 
extent,  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  He 
knew  that  this  doctrine  was  unpopular ; 
but  the  experience  of  all  mankind,  the 
instructions  of  history,  tended  to,  prove, 
that  certain  influence  was  necessary  to  be 
attached  to  government,  in  order  to  enable 
it,  with  any  efficiency,  to  discharge  its 
functions.  True  it  was,  that  the  offices 
under  the  Crown  had  numerically  increa- 
aed,  as  compared  with  former  times ;  but» 
on  the  other  hand,  there  had  ^rown  up  a 
counteracting  influence,  which  opposed — 
and  he  hoped  always  would  oppose— an 
Inseparable  barrier  to  undue  inflaence  in 
the  Crown.  Could  any  one  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  thatcomiteracting  power,  which 
rendered  comparatively  inefficient  in  the 
ebtintry  the  influence,  direct  or  indirect, 
of  the  Crown  ?  When  the  extension  of 
universal  information  throughout  the 
country  was  considered-:— a  degree  of  in- 
formation  which  gave  respectability  tt> 
public  opinion  which  it  had  never  before 
possessed~-an  intelligence,  which  no  man, 
half  a  century  ago,  could  have  expected — 
was  not  the  balance  to  government  interest 
apparent  to  every  man  ?  Haifa  century 
ago,  the  people  of  England  had  been  alive 
to  those  matters  in  which  their  interests 
were  immediately  and  obviously  concern* 
ed;  but,  were  the  acts  of  public  men,  at 
that  time  of  da3r,  scrutinized  with  the  just 
aeverity  applied  to  them  at  present? 
Coold  any  individual  in  eminent  station, 
do  a  single  act  which  was  not  canvassed 
by  the  public  at  large?  And,  did  not 
every  public  officer  at  present  feel  that  he 
acted  under  a  responsibility  unknown  to 
ministerB  of  former  times  ?  True,  minis- 
ters were  not  made  accountable  as  far  as 
f^arded  their  Kves  or  thehr  fortunes ;  but 
they  could  not  walk  through  the  public 
streets  without  meetins  men  who  knewall 
that  they  had  said,  and  all  that  th^y  bad 
done.  He  was  glad  of  this.  He  rejoiced 
«t  it.  He  thought  it  a  great  blessinir. 
VOL.  VI.     ^  ^ 


He  thought  it  a  bles8in|,  because  it  was  a 
check;  and  a  check  far  more  effective 
onon  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  than  any 
wnich  had  existed  when  that  influence,  as 
regarded  parliament  at  least,  had  been 
much  greater  than  at  present.  The  noble 
lord,  in  grounding  his  present  proposition 
denied  any  wish  to  reduce  the  inflaence 
of  the  Crown ;  but  he  took  all  the  effect 
which  could  attach  to  such  an  intention, 
by  imputing  resistance,  if  he  met  with  it, 
to  an  improper  aversion  to  the  diminution 
of  that  influence.  The  dilemma  was  in- 
geniously contrived  by  the  noble  lord; 
but  it  was  not  right  that  the  House  should 
fall  into  it.  Unless  gentlemen  were  pre- 
pared to  go  into  the  consideration  of  all 
the  consequences  to  which  the  motion  now 
submitted  might  hereafter  lead,  and  to 
pronounce  an  opinion  upon  its  future  ope* 
ration,  they  could  not,  as  he  conceived, 
vote  for  the  motion.  He  knew  it  might 
be  imputed  to  him  and  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  that  in  opposing  this  motion 
they  were  proceeding^  upon  corrupt  mo- 
tives, and  acting  onTymnn  a  paltry  and 
unworthy  principle  of  attention  to  their  own 
interests.  It  was  the  doty,  however,  of 
gentlemen  who  had  the  honour  of  sitting 
in  that  House,  to  allow  no  imputation  of 
thia  sort  to  interfere  whh  their  proceed- 
ings, in  any  case  where  ^ey  were  called 
upon  to  express  their  conscientious  opi- 
nions; and  if  be  thought  that  the  individ- 
uals connected  with  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment could  be  deterred  from  looking  at 
the  present  question  in  all  its  bearings,  by 
any  apprehension  of  this  sort,  he  would 
be  the  first  man  ta  protest  against  their 
conduct.  It  was  because,  in  the  honest 
conviction  of  his  own  mind,  he  thought 
that  the  present  motion  had  an  unnecet- 
sary  tendency  to  diminish  the  mfluence  of 
the  Crown,  and  that  such  diminution  of 
its  influence  was  not  called  for  on  any 
ground  of  public  security,  that  he  felt 
himserf  compelled  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Hudson  Gumey  said,  he  was  not  dia- 
posed  too  much  to  retrench  the  influence 
of  the  Crown ;  but,  concurring,  as  he  did, 
in  many  of  the  observations  which  had 
fallen  from  hon.  gentlpih^n  on  that 
subject,  he  most  still  admit  the  necessity 
of  the  present  motion.  As  far  as  be  could 
understand  the  speech  of  the  right  boo. 
gentleman,  he  did  not  even  attempt  to  say 
that  the  office  of  the  second  postmaster- 
ffeneral  was  at  all  necessary.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  hsd  talked  of  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  neoessity  of  pre- 
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serving  that  infiueDce.  Bat  at  a  time  like 
the  present,  when  junior  clerks  and  meri- 
torious officers  had  been  dismissed  and 
thrown  upon  the  world,  after  years  of  pub- 
Uc  service,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  the 
House  would  disgrace  itself  beyond  mea- 
sure— would  eternally  disgrace  itself  in 
the  eves  of  all  England — if,  for  the  sake  of 
sustamiog  what  was  called  the  influence 
of  the  Crown — an  influence  by  which,  in 
his  opinion,  its  real  interests  were  weakened 
instead  of  being  strengthened — it  should 
vote  for  keeping  up  an  appointment,  by 
which  2,500l  a  year  was  granted  to  a 
great  lord,  to  induce  him  to  support  the 
measures  of  the  e^ibting  administration. 
As  suchi  he  should  give  his  cordial  sup- 
port to  the  present  motion.    [Hear,] 

Alderman  C.  Smith  trusted,  that,  on  the 
present  occasion,  every  loyal  man  would 
rally  round  the  throne,  to  protect  its  just 
and  constitutional  privileges.  If  the  House 
yielded  to  the  present  application,  he 
should  expect,  that,  one  by  one,  each  of 
the  ministerial  offices  of  the  Crown  would 
be  abolished :  and,  under  this  impression, 
be  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Sebright  said,  that  the  noble 
marquis  (Salisbury^,  who  was  the  second 

Eost-master-genenu,  had  been  for  a  num- 
er  of  years  lord  lieutenant  of  his  oounty, 
and  had  discharged  the  duties  of  that  of- 
fice, with  honour  to  himself,  and  most  be- 
neficially for  the  county.  Having  as  a 
magistrate  acted  under  the  noble  marquisi 
he  felt  towards  him  the  utmost  respect ; 
but  he  was  placed  there  to  discharge  a 
great  public  duty.  Private  feelings,  in 
Uiat  House,  were  not  to  give  way  to  public 
principle.  At  a  time  like  the  present, 
when  distress  prevailed  to  an  extent  un* 
exampled,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty 
to  vote  for  every  reduction  of  the  public 
expenditure,  that  was  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  state.  It  had  not  been  con- 
tended that  two  post-masters-general  were 
necessary.  He  doubted  whether  even 
one  was  necessary.  His  own  opinion  was, 
tliat  that  able  and  intelligent  officer,  Mr. 
Freeling,  who  had  discharged  his  public 
duty  in  a  manner  so  beneficial  tp  the  coun- 
try, would  ba  able  to  do  the  business  of 
ihepost-masters-generalywithoutanyother 
assistance. 

Mr.  Sumner  said,  that  at  a  late  county 
meeting  he  hi^d  been  met  with  a  general 
cry  of  **<  retrenchment— unsparing  re- 
trenchment*' !  He  was  told  that  this  was 
the  popular  cry  throughout  tlie  country^ 
But  as  to  popular  clamour,  there  was 


nothing  which  he  mistrusted  more;  and 
the  louder  it  was,  the  more  his  mistrust 
increased.  He  did  think  that  popular 
opinion  had  been  yery  much  mislea  on  the 

E resent  and  man^  similar  occasions.  He 
ad  expressed  himself  to  this  effect  to  his 
constituents ;  and  had  refused  to  receive 
their  instructions  to  support  their  demanda 
in  parliament  for  unsparing,  unqualified 
retrenchment ;  and  had  he  not  so  refused 
theu:  instructions,  he  should  have  lent  his 
hand  to  the  attainment  of  what  he  con- 
sidered* in  many  cases,  a  great  evil.  As 
to  the  question  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  know  whether  two  lords  at  the  head  of 
the  Post-office  were  more  or  were  less  ne- 
cessarv,  than  two  .heads  were  to  certain 
other  boards.  The  House  must  be  prepa- 
red to  expect,  that  if  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion was  effected,  with  a  view  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  the 
same  principle  would  be  applied  to  every 
other  office  to  which  that  influence  was 
supposed  to  extend.  He  was  not  one  df 
those  who  thought  that  the  influence  of 
the  Crown  had  become  too  great  in  par- 
liament, or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary, 
he  considered  that  popular  influence  had 
increased  in  an  infinitely  greater  propor- 
tion. He  could  not,  thereforci  support  the 
present  motion. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  said,  that  having  in  his 
place  voted  that  two  junior  lords  of  the 
Admiralty  were  unnecessary,  he  could  not 
consistently  oppose  the  present  motion. 
He  consiiiered  fhe  second  post- master- 
general  entirely  useless ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  influence  or  the  dignity  of 
the  Crown,  in  a  loyal  and  well-dtsposed 
country  like  this  required  to  be  bolstered 
up  by  half  a  dozen  useless  placemen.  If 
these  two  officers  of  the  public  would  be 
content  to  take  the  duty  watch  and  watch» 
or  take  it  bv  alternate  three  months,  $md 
receive  only  one  post-master-generaTa 
salary,  he  could  have  no  objection  to  ac- 
commodate them.  If  not|  he  must  vote 
for  his  noble  friend's  motion. 

Mr.  Denison  said,  he  would  never  use, 
out  of  that  House,  any  words  which  he 
was  ashamed  to  utter  in  it.  He  begged 
leave  to  repeat,  in  his  place,  and  bei&re 
his  boo.  ooUeague  that  he  ever  would  be 
an  advocate  for  *<  retrenchment— unspa- 
ring retrenchment.*'  A  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  the  iimuence  of  the 
Crown  had  not  increased.  In  his  (Mr. 
D*s.}  opinion,  it  had  increased,  and  would 
continue  to  increase ;  seeing  that  the  dis- 
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tresses  of  the  times,  which  so  particularly 
pressed  on  the  landed  interest,  would 
induce  those  gentlemen  to  look  to  the 
Crown  rather  than  to  any  other  source  of 
emolument  or  advantage.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  any  gentleman  to  look  at  the 
Red  booky  without  being  convinced  of 
the  increased  influence  of  the  Crown.  If 
he  had  any  objection  to  the  motion,  it 
was,  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that  if  die  Post-office  were 
put  under  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Freeling 
would  be  able  to  do  the  business  for 
which  the  two  Post*masters-general  were 
now  paid.  The  places  were,  in  point  of 
Act,  sinecures.  The  noble  lords  had 
little  more  to  do  than  to  receive  their 
salaries. 

Mr.  Fremantle  said,  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  hit  views  of  the  safety 
and  honour  of  the  country,  assent  to  the 
proposition.  He  could  not  consent  to 
pull  down  the  ancient  institutions  of  the 
country— those  institutions  under  which 
the  country  had  so  lone  prospered.  No 
man  could  say,  that,  if  the  motion  were 
acceded  to,  the  abolition  of  the  office 
would  contribute  one  iota  to  the  removal 
of  the  distress  complained  of.  And  yet. 
if  conceded,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
breaking  down  and  destroying  the  system 
of  government  piecemeal.  It  would  na^ 
turally  be  said,  ^cut  down  the  salaries  of 
all  the  offices  of  government,  and  let  diem 
DO  longer  be  filled  by  noblemen  or  gen- 
tlemen of  influence  or  rank,  but  by  clerks, 
who  would  be  accountable  to  that  House." 
The  question  had,  he  regretted  to  say, 
been  taken  up  on  narrow  grounds,  and 
the  arguments  therefore  were  the  more 
fallacious.  It  was  incumbent  on  the 
noble  mover,  to  shew  in  what  manner  the 
present  system  of  the  postmastership  was 
dangerous  or  injurious.  There  certainly 
existed  a  necessity  for  control  in  this  de* 
partment,  and  that  control  was  as  effec- 
tually vested  in  the  postmasters,  as  in 
any  other  public  boards.  He  concluded 
by  observing,  that  the  measure  was  im- 
provident, and  would  prove  highly  dan« 
gerous  as  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said,  he  was  an- 
xious to  state  the  reasons  for  his  vote  on 
the  present  question.  The  question  had 
been  treated  by  the  noble  mover  with 
reference  simply  to  the  particular  office 
which  he  had  called  on  the  House  to 
abolish,  on  account  of  its  inefficiency  and 
needleuness.  He  (Mr.  W.)  could  not 
confine  himself  to  this  view  of  the  ques- 


tion. A  week  had  scarcely  elapsed  since 
two  offices  conferring  patronage,  and  con- 
tributing materiallv  to  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  had  been  aboluhed:'  that 
night  they  were  called  upon  to  abolish 
another  office;  and,  to-morrow,  a  whole 
office,  the  board  of  control  was  to  come 
under  consideration.  Now,  there  was  a 
point  at  which  resistance  must  be  made 
by  those  who  wished  to  preserve  thie  just 
influence  of  the  Crown.  He  could  not 
allow  the  establishments  of  the  country 
to  be  thus  beaten  down ;  for;  unless  ttiat 
measure  which  the  gentleman  opposite, 
he  thought  unwisely,  advocated — a  reform 
in  parliament,  were  carried  into  e&ct,  and 
the  government  brought  much  nearer  to 
a  republic  than  it  actually  was,  it  could 
not  ffo  on  without  a  considerable  influence 
in  5ie  hands  of  the  Crown.  Unless, 
therefore,  they  were  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  government  of  tiiis  coimtry  was  not 
near  enough  to  a  republic,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
should  be  preserved.  As  for  the  offices 
which  had  been  abolished  the  other  ni^ht, 
they  had  been  pointed  out  for  abolition, 
ih  the  year  1797,  by  the  committee  of 
finance;  and  the  feelings  of  the  people 
had  been  so  excited  on  the  subject,  tnat 
he  had  felt  warranted  in  voting  for  their 
abolition.  Looking  also,  at  the  proof  of 
the  inefficiency  of  the  office  under  con- 
sideration, if  he  was  sure  the  encroach- 
ment would  stop  here,  he  should,  per* 
haps,  consent  to  vote  for  the  present 
motion ;  but,  if  he  was  to  be  led  on  step 
by  step,  last  week  having  abolished  the 
two  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to-day  abo- 
lishing one  joint-postmaster,  and  to-mor. 
row  the  whole  board  of  control,  he  would 
say,  that  he  should  resist  at  once  the  des- 
truction of  that  influence,  without  which 
the  ffovernment  could  not  be  carried  on. 
He  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
Crown  to  have  its  influence,  and  ne  Could 
not  consent  thus,  step  by  step,  to  dimi- 
nish it.  Having  stated  this  fearlessly  and 
honestly,  he  hoped  he  had  only  to  say  to 
his  constituents  this,  that  when  they  pla- 
ced their  confidence  in  him,  he  felt  that 
be  was  to  come  down  to  that  House  and 
perform  his  dutv  to  the  best  of  his  infor- 
mation  and  ability,  but  he  could  not  join 
any  man  in  pulling  down  the  influence  of 
the  Crown.  If  they  should  require  him 
to  aid  in  reducing  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  he  should  tell  them,  that  they 
roust  return  another  member,  for  that  he 
should  conceive  that  by  so  doing  he  was 
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deserting  his  duty*  as  much  as  if  lie  were 
to  give  his  support  to  the  Crown  from 
corrupt  motives. 

Mr.  Banhci  said,  he  had  that  ni^ht 
heard  principles  advanced  which,  during 
all  the  time  that  he  had  had  a  seat  in  that 
House,  he  had  never  heard  propounded 
with  an  equal  degree  of  daring.      The 
doctrine  he  had  formerly  collected  from 
what  he  had  conceived  to  be^  at  the  time, 
the  best  and  most  weighty  authorities  In 
the  House  was,  that  the  Crown  was  intitled 
to  a  larffe  and  legitimate  influence  in  all 
those  offices  that  were  more  immediately 
connected  with,  what  he  might  call,  the 
monarchical    part  of    our    constitution. 
This   influence    was   exercised  by    the 
Crown's  appointment  to  a  large  body  of 
such  offices  as  were  necessary  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  various  duties  that  devolved 
upon  that  department  of  the  state  which 
he  spoke  of;  and  he  always  considered, 
that  these  should  be  placed,  even  more 
than  they  had  been,  within  the  immediate 
disposal  and  pleasure  of  the  Crown.    He 
thought  that  the  House  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere with  them,  except  in  cases  which 
involved   some    constitutional    <}uestion. 
Thev  were  die  legitimate  appomtments 
of  tne  Crown,  and  they  ougnt  to  be  re- 
tained as  lon^  as  they  were  necessary; 
but  beyond  this,  the  principle  ought  not 
to  be  carried.    His  hon.  friend  who  had 
just  spoken    had  said,    that  the   noble 
mover,  must  show,  not  only  that  the  office 
proposed  to  be  reduced  was  useless,  but 
that  it  was  an  office  of  influence.    But  it 
was  sufficient  for  him  to  show  that  it  was 
useless ;  and,  indeed,  the  onus  of  proof 
lay  on  those  who  supported  the  office. 
All  offices  he  conceived  to  be,  in  a  certain 
degree,  grievances.     At  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  wish  to  diminish  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  to  a  point  beyond  what  the 
interests  of  the  Crown  appeared  to  re- 
quire.   His  hon.  friend,  who  opposed,  but 
did  not  seem  disinclined  to  vote  for,  the 
motion,    called  on    gentlemen  to    state 
where  the  reductions  of  office  would  stop. 
Now  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  one  of 
the  plainest  cases  that  ever  was  brought 
before  the  House.    It  was  not  an  attempt 
to  carry  the  principle  of  economy  to  an 
extreme.     In  thinking  that  it  ought  to 
be  carried,  he  did  not  go  &rther  than  he 
and  others  had  done  in  1812 ;  and  noUiing 
had  occurred  since  that  time  to  change 
the  state  of  the  question.    It  was  not 
intended  at  that  Ume,  nor  did  he  suppose 
it    was   now   meant^  to  abolish    useful 


oflu^es ;  but  to  reduce  the  number  of  use-, 
less  offices,  or  sinecures.     Durixig   the 
course  of  the  debate,  not  a  single  iu*gu- 
ment  had  been  adduced  against  the  mo-^ 
tion,  that  at  all  applied  to  the  usefulness 
of  this  office,    liiose  who  had  opposed 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  had  procee- 
ded   entirely    upon    general     grounds. 
When  Mr.  Freelipg  was  examinea  before 
the  committee,  his  evidence  did  not  go  to 
show  the  necessity  of  the  office,  though  it 
appeared  from  what  he  stated,  that  it  was 
not  altogether  such  a  sinecure  as  many 
gentlemen  supposed  it  to  be.    He  was 
perfectly  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  great 
merits  of  Mr.  Freeling ;  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  have  a  person  of  rank  and  consequence, 
at  the  head  of  a  department  of  so  much  res- 
ponsibility. He  felt  the  duty  which  he  waa 
now  performmg  to  be  especially  imposed 
on  him,  in  consequence  of  the  line  of 
conduct  he  pursued  in  1812—1813;  as 
he  was  then  the  mover  of  the  addrett  to 
the  throne  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment 
which  had  been  graciously  answered.    It 
therefore  appeared  that  the  Crown  was 
not  oflfendea  with  the  interference  of  par- 
liament.   And  how,  indeed,  could  general 
views  of  economy  and  retrenchment  be 
carried  into  effisct,  if  what  had  been  termed 
prerogative    and    patronage    were    left, 
wholly  untouched?    The  pledge  which 
the  house  had  given  in  the  year  1812— 
1813,  had  not  been  redeemed;  and  his 
expectations,  he  confessed,  had  been  ez- 
oeedingly    disappointed.     He  regretted 
extremely,  that  ministers  had  not  shown 
a  wish  to  adopt  that  temperate  econooiy 
and  reform,  ny  which  so  much  benefit 
mieht  be  effected  for  the  country.    He 
looked  forwardj  however^  with  confident 
expectation  to  the  division  of  that  nisht ; 
for,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  not  be  other-, 
wise  than  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  this, 
office.    Not  a  word  had  been  said  in  its 
defence;  except  that  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  prerogative  and  patronaget,  and 
that  it  was  of  very  ancient  origin.    The 
latter  was  as  weak  as  the  former ;  since 
an  office  that  had  existed  for  centuries 
(which,  however,  was  not  the  case  with' 
this)  might  be  completely  useless.     la 
point  of  economy,  the  saving  would  not 
be  very  great ;  but,  the  principle  was  of 
immense  importance.    He  would  always 
support   the  existence  of  those  offices 
which,  while  they  added  to  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  were  aecessarily  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  the  country  i^ 
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bol  be  oould  not  give  his  vote  in  fa?Ottr 
of  the  continuance  of  useless  offices,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  necessary  to 
keep  up  a  certain  extent  of  influenoe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  said,  that  bis  noble 
firiendwhohad  commenced  the  present  dis« 
cussion,  bad  treated  the  question  with  re- 
ference solely  to  the  duties  of  the  particu- 
lar office.    He  had  been  followea  by  his 
right   ban.   friend,   who    bad    met    die 
question  on  the  general  ground  of  prin- 
ciple, and  had  declared  that  the  proposi- 
tion wQs  ab  initio  to  be  resisted,  as  an  at- 
tempt to  diminish  the  lejgitimate  inflaeoce 
of  the  Crown.    He   did  not,  however^ 
understand  that  his  right  hon.  friend  m 
any  way  conceded,  that  the  office  was  un* 
necessary,  because  he  had  met  it  on  more 
enlarged  grounds,  which  he  thought  suffi- 
dent  to  £oide  the  question.    He  hoped, 
bowe? er,  be  should  not  treat  the  subject 
unfoirly,  if  he  combined  both  Uie  elementa 
of  the  discuBsioa  which  had  been  hereto- 
fore taken  separatehr,  and  considered ;  in 
the  first  place,   whether  the  particular 
office  was  so  enUreiy  inefficient  as  it  had 
been   represented   to   be;    and,  in  the 
second  place,  what  e£G9ct  its  abolition 
would  have  on  the  general  interests  of 
the  state.    On  the  fiiit  part  of  the  oues- 
tton,  he  should  submit  some  considera- 
tions, which,  if  not  eondusive  in  them- 
selves, it  was  at  least  fit  that  the  House 
should  advert    to.    In  considering    the 
nature  of  a  particular  office  it  was  nt  first 
to  inquire  when  It  was  founded,  in  order 
to    ascertain    the   circumstances    whtdi 
might  have  called  for  it.    Antiquity  was 
was  not  in  itself  a  proof  of  the  importance 
of  an  office;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it 
was   created   under  temporary  circum- 
stances, which  had  passed  away,  a  very 
strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  an  office  was  afforded.    They  were 
now  constantly  referred  to  the  year  1792. 
The  establishment  of  that  time  was  the 
standard  to  which  every  thing  was  to  be 
brought.    If  the  office  had  been  created 
since  that  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
war  that  had  intervened,  there  was  a  fiiir 
presumption  that  it  should  be  abolidied. 
He  also  referred  to  1792 ;   but  it  was  to 
1692,  and  in  that  year  be  found  the  office 
in  existence,  and  held  by  two  joint  post- 
masters-general.   That,  therefore,  was  a 
slight  presumption  in  favour  of  the  office : 
but  there  might  have  been,  it  was  true, 
such  a  diminutioii  in  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  the  nature  of  it  might  have  so 
changed)  that  that  presumption  might  be 


destroyed.    Was  there  any  such  diminu- 
tion ?    He  asked  the  House  to  look  at 
the  duties  and  the  efficiency  of  the  office, 
as  measured  by  the  revenue  which  it  con- 
trolled, and  thiey  would  see  that  the  office 
established  at  the    Revolution  had  had 
a    constant    and    gradual    increase    of 
duties  assigned  to  it.    He  only  said  that 
this  was  a  [>resumption  in  favour  of  the 
c^oe ;  but  it  certainly  was  a  strong  pr&. 
sumotion,  if  they  found  that  of  an  office 
established  at  such  a  time  the  duties  had 
since  been  quintupled.    He  rfumld  only 
take  a  few  periods  in  the  last  reign  to 
show  the  increase  of  the  Post-office  re* 
venues.    In   176i,  the  revenue  of  tbe 
PosUoffice  was  4S0,00(M. ;  in  1788  it  was 
i84,00(M. ;   in  1798  it  was  627,000/. ;   in 
1795  it  was  705,000^;    and  in  1815,  and 
since,  it  was  upwards  of  two  millioDS.-«So 
much  as  to  the  increase  of  the  dutiee  of 
the  office,  from  which  the  House  wouM 
lodge  whether  it  could  be  presumed  to 
be  eatttelj  inefficient.    As  to  the  parti- 
cular  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
office,  they  had  an  authority  beyond  all 
exception,  in  the  committee  of  1797 ;  for 
never  was  there  a  committee  to  wiudi 
such  general  and  just  compliments  hB/i, 
been  paid,  without  reference  to  party. 
What  was  the  report  of  that  committee  ? 
Why,  that  on  account  of  tbe  importance 
of  the  establishment  to  oonmerce  and  to 
the  revenue,  it  was  worthy  of  considera- 
tion whether  there  should  not  be  a  board 
of  commissioners,  as  in  the  other  great 
departments  of  the  revenue.    The  com* 
mittee  stated  truly,  that  much  depended 
on  the  skill  in  inaking  the  various  and 
numerous  contracts.    Now,  the  measure 
suggested  by  the  committee  would  have 
greatly  increased  the  influenoe  of  the 
urown ;  for  supposing  five  commiMioners 
were  appointed  at  1,000/.  a  year,  though 
there  was  not  more  expense  than  with 
two  joint  post-masters  at  2,500/.  a  year, 
there  could   be  no  question   that   the 
patronage  would  be  augmented  by  the 
distribution.    The   committee   observed 
also,  that  the  patronage  in  the  hands  of 
the  Post-office  was  most  eztenshre  and 
important,  and  required  modi  knowledge 
and  considerable  attention  to  the  charac^ 
ters  of  individuals.    Now,  what  was  the 
proposition  of  one  hon.  member i?    That 
it  should  all  be  transferred  to  the  Treasuryg 
and  that  Mr.Freeling  should  be  theexeciH 
tive  officer.  The  proposition  of  the  commit- 
tee of  1 797  wassupported  by  the  committee, 
on  tbe  ground  that  greater  regularity  and 
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dispatch  would  be  obtained  from  a  com- 
misaion.    But  the  busineaa  of  the  Post- 
office  could  not  be  managed  with  greater 
r^ularity  and  dispatch  Uian  since  1797 ; 
and  It  was  not  fair  to  attribute  all  the 
merit  of  this  universally  acknowledged  re- 
sult to  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  board. 
Certainly,  if  the  question  was  between 
him  and  the  committee  of  1797>  whether 
the  board  of  commissioners  should  be  ap* 
pointed,  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentlemen 
opposite  to  him  would  hold  his  argument 
to  be  valid.    Then  came  the  committee 
of  1817,  which  had,  indeed,  after  the  ex- 
perience the  country  had  had,  decided 
against  the  proposal  for  putting  the  ma- 
nagement or  the  Post-office  under  aboard 
of  commissioners  of  more  than  two,  but 
stiU  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  bu- 
siqess  should  be  managed  by  only  one. 
The  duties  of  the  office  were  of  a  peculiar 
nature,  not  only  as  regarded  the  amount 
of  the  revenue,  but  the  amount  of  the  ex* 
penditure.— The    revenue  amounted    to 
two  melons;   the  expenditure  was  as 
much  as  half  a  million.    Now,  all  the 
payments  were  under  warrant  of  the  joint 
post*ma8ter,   and  Mr.   Freeling,  whose 
testimony  on  this  point  would,  perhaps, 
not  be  taken,  had  stated  his  opinion,  that 
there  should  be  two  lords.    As  for  the 
evidence  of  lord  Chesterfield,  no  inference 
unfavourable  to  the  office  could  be  drawn 
fVom  it.    Being  asked,  what  was  the  re- 
sult when  there  was  a  diflference  of  opi- 
nion on  any  subject  referred?  He  answer- 
ed, that  the  business  was  so  amicably 
manaffed,  that  a  difference  seldom  oc- 
curred, but  that  if  an^  did  occur,  the 
junior  would  naturally  yield  to  the  senior. > 
Now  this  was  necessarily  the  case  in  all 
co-ordinate  jurisdictions — the  least  ex« 
perienced    officer   generally  gave    way. 
The  salary  of  the  joint  post«master  had 
been  fixed  in  1785,  at  5,000/.,  the  present 
amount.    Had    they  heard    nothing   of 
economy  then  ?    Had  there  been  no  re*> 
form  of  the  civil  list;  no  regulation  of  po- 
litical, household,  and  useless  offices  ?  Did 
Mr.  Burke,  however,  at  that  time,  when 
in  the  full  career  of  hia  reforms,  touch 
the  office  of  joint  post-master,  the  revenue 
under  whose  management  was  one-third 
of  its  present  amount  ?    The  dnly  two 
state  offices  which  Mr.  Burke  proposed  to 
touch,  were  the  president  of  the  board  of 
trade,  and  the  third  secretary  of  state. 
The  office  of  the  postmaster-general  must 
have  been  under  consideration ;   but  he 
left  it  untouched.  When  they  saw^  there- 


fore, that  Mr.  Burke,  in  laving  down  his 
large  and  luminous  principles  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  every  department  of  the 
state,  had  thoueht  it  unnt  to  be  abolished 
— when  the  duues  had  since  been  trebled 
—when  it  was  proved  that  there  were 
daily  matters  or  reference  on  the  most 
important  matters— -when  the  revenue 
managed  was  two  millions,  and  the  actual 
payments  500,000/.,  he  could  not  consent 
to  treat  it  as  an  entirely  useless  and  ineffi- 
cient office. — He  now  approached  the 
more  enlarged  view  of  this  subject  which 
had  been  taken  by  others ;   and  he  ap- 

E reached  it  with  great  diffictenoe,  because 
e  could  not  ai^e  it  without  letting  in 
questions  of  great  difficulty,  delicacy,  and 
magnitude,  as  they  respected  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country,  it  was,  he  thought, 
impossible  to  say  what  the  just  and  exact 
influence  of  the  Crown  shoiHd  be.  At 
various  periods  the  extent  of  that  influ- 
ence must  vary  with  the  varying  circum- 
stances of  the  time*  At  present,  a  very 
considerable  alteration  haa  been  efiected 
in  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  country. 
The  constant  publication  of  the  discus- 
sions in  that  House,  the  deference  to 
public  opinion  which  now  marked  their 
proceedings  infinitdv  more  than  at  any 
former  period,  greatly  outweighed  any  ill 
^t  mi^ht  be  apprehended  from  the  sup- 
posed uicrease  of  the  influence  of  the 
Crown.  Still,  however^  he  knew  no  sub- 
ject more  difficult  to  argue  on  than  the 
just  influence  of  the  Crown.  But,  if  be 
saw  an  office  remaining  untouched  for  a 
long  period— remaining  untouched,  when 
other  <Aces  were  new-modelled  —  he 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  it  might 
ftiirly  be  considered  as  forming  a  part 
of  that  influence  which  he  thought 
was  just.  He  had  heard  doctrines  stated 
in  tne  course  of  the  present  session, 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  governing  a 
great  country,  which  excit^  as  much 
surprise  in  his  mind,  as  the  sentiments 
expressed  that  night  appeared  to  have 
excited  in  the  mind  of  nis  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Bankes].  The  hon.  member  for 
Sandwich  (Mr.  Marryat)  had  argued, 
that  because  the  depresseo  state  of  trade 
had  compelled  him  to  dismiss  four  clerks 
from  his  office,  there  must,  therefore,  be 
a  necessity  for  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  establishments  of  the  country.  He, 
however,  could  not  allow  that  there  was 
any  analogy  between  the  business  of  a 
merchant's  house,  however  respectable, 
and  the  mode  Ui  which  the  concerns  of  a 
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great  state  vrere  to  be  carried  on  [Hear.] 
Again,  the  hon.  member  for  Appleby 
(Mr.  Creevey)  would  lead  the  House  to 
8uppo8e»  that  no  provision  should  be  made 
for  those  who  had  passed   their  lives  in 
the   service    of  the    public.      He    had 
described  public  men  as  a  corporation, 
established  for  their  own  benefit ;   and  he 
had  attacked  a  sum  of  no  great  magnitude 
as  being  entirely  too  great  for  the  reward 
of  their  services.    He  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
observed  upon  that  occasion,  a  studious 
forgetfulness  of  all  that  had  been  done  for 
the   abolition    of    sinecures  —  an    utter 
neglect  of  those  measures  which  had  been 
taken  for  contracting  the  undue  influence 
of  the  Crown.    The  hon.  member  must 
have  meant,  or  he  meant  nothing,  that  the 
service  of  the  countrv  should  be  left  to 
those  who  would  undertake  great  duties 
and    trusts  for   nothing;    or  that  they 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  wealthy 
oligarchy,  who  could  afford  to  labour  for 
a  very  trifling  remuneration.    Whether 
this  was  the  hon.  member's  meaning  or 
not,  he  could  not  say ;   but,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  inconsistent  with  the  princi- 
pies  of  our  monarchy— inconsistent  with 
the  great  principles  of  the  constitution — 
and  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  princi- 
ples on  which  Mr.  Burke  proposed  to  in- 
troduce  his   great   and    comprehensive 
scheme  of  reform,  when  he   told    the 
.House,  with  perfect  wisdom,  that  he  would 
not  have  the  duties  of  the  state  perform- 
e<l  for  nothing— he  would  not  give  great 
offices  to  those  who  were  able  to  outbid 
their  competitors  on  a  sinking  scale.    He 
told  them,  that  if  this  country  depended 
too  much  on  the  offers  of  severe  and  re- 
strictive virtue— that  if  it  trusted  for  the 
performance  of  public  duties  to  the  ge- 
nerosity of  individuals,  it  would  rue  its 
acquiescence  in   such  a   principle.    He 
added,  that  the  country  would  find  itself 
roost  inefficiently  served,  if  it  gave  offices 
of  importance  to  those  who  were  willing 
to  take  them  for  the  least  possible  emolu- 
ment.   This   high    principle   had    been 
acted  on  no  later  than  in  the  last  session. 
A    sum    was   voted,    which   parliament 
thought  sufficient  to  support  lofty  rank 
and  elevated  station.    That  sum  was  re- 
fused.   But  the  answer  of  the  House  of 
Commons— and  that  answer  re-echoed  by 
the  public— was,  •«  we  will  not  hear  of  a 
refusal — we  have  voted  the  money,  and 
we  cannot  take  it  back,  however  interest- 
ed the  individual  may  be  in  the  refusaL" 
[Hear.]— The  considerations   to  which 


he  had  adverted  must  be  taken  in  the  ac<^ 
count  in  arguing  this  question.  But  there 
were  others,  which,  though  of  a  subordi- 
nate nature,  the  House  would  not  over- 
look.   Let  the  House  consider  what  was 
the  extent  of  business  in   the  different 
public  departments.    If  they  looked  to 
that  point,  they  would  find,  that  though 
the  same  number  of  offices  existed,  yet 
the  fact  was,  that  the  extent  of  influence 
had  decreased.    The  influence  even  of  a 
high  and  efficient  office  at  present,  was 
very  different  from  what  it  was  formerly* 
The  occupation  of  time  in  an  office,  the 
multiplication  of  duties,  the  necessary  at- 
tendance in  parliament,  rendered  indivi- 
duals of  extensive  influence  less  anxious 
than   formerly  for  office;    and,  though 
these  duties  did  not  degrade  the  office, 
yet  they  tended  to  contract  that  extent 
of  influence  which  was  heretofore  known 
to  exist.  The  Treasury  .department  existed 
as  it  did  in  1792,  but  its  duties  had  in- 
creased in  an  eight-fold  proportion ;  and, 
firom    the  increase  of  business  in   the 
Treasury,  the  increase  in  other  depart- 
ments might  be  inferred.    The  number  of 
official  papers'examined  by  th^  Treasury 
was— in  179S,  2,833;   in  1797,  4,400;  in 
1815,    19,000;    and  in  1819  and  1820, 
25,000.    Thus  progressively  rising  from 
about  3,000  in  1793,  to  25,000  in  1819. 
Now,  as  the  duties  of  office  were  thus  in- 
creased, the  desire  of  individuals,  possess^ 
ing  extensive  fortune  and  influence,  had,  it 
was  fair  to  infer,  proportionably  decreased. 
He  did  not  think  there  could  be  a  principle 
of  greater  importance  than  that  on  which 
they  were  now  called  on  to  decide.    The 
House   might  abolish  the  office;    but  if 
they  did  so  on  the  principle   that  they 
thereby  reduced  the  just  influence  of  the 
Crown,  he  would  ask  them,  whether  they 
were  not  doing  that  which  was,  not  in- 
deed inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
country,  but  which  was  inconsistent  with 
the  substantial  interests  of  the  country  ? 
The  safety  of  the  country  would  not  be 
compromised  by  this  act.  But  was  nothing 
more  than  its  safety  to  be  considered? 
Were  they  not  to  look  with  an  anxious 
eye  to  the  substantial  interests  of  the 
country  ?    There  was  no  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
was  more  than  commensurate  with  the  in- 
creased power  of  other  interests.    When 
the  influence  of  other  bodies  was  hourly 
extended,  it  was  fitting   that  a  proper 
check  should  exist.   Under  all  these  con- 
siderations, he  would,  on  the  most  con- 
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•citDtiout  grouodf  I  give  hit  decided  nega- 
tive to  the  motioiu 

Sir  J.   Mackmioih  said,   that  if  the 
House  had  been  occupied  with  the  onlj 
question  which  the  noble  mover  had  in- 
trcMluced  to  their  notice— -and  on  that 
qaestioQ  alone  had  they  to  decide  —  hc^ 
certainly  should  have  consulted  his  own 
convenience  and  the  state  of  hit  health 
by   giving  a  hearty  and  conscientious, 
but  a  silrot  vote,  in  favour  of  the  noble 
lord's  proposition.  Other  questions,  how- 
ever, and  of  far  greater  magnitude,  had 
been  introduced  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  second  in  the  debate 
-questions,  he  would  say,  of  as  great 
■aagnitade  and  importance,  as  were  ever 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons. 
Novelties,  as  he  conceived  them,  in  con- 
stitutional  doctrine,  had  been  boldly  ad- 
▼ance^^-never,  before,  indeed,  had  they 
been  avowed  so  distinctly  and  unequivo- 
cally in  a  public  assembly  —  novelties 
vbich  strucic  nearly  at  the  root  of  the 
British  constitution— novelties,  which,  if 
the  House  acted   on  them,   would  be 
more  injurious  to  their  estimation  in  the 
minds   of  the   people  of  this  kmgdom, 
than  any   measure   they  had  been  ever 
induced  to  adopt.    He  agreed  with  the 
boa.  member  for  Corfe   Castle,   that  on 
all  fornier  occasions,   when    reformation 
was  attempted  in   that  House,  particu- 
cularly  that  of  1782,  by  Mr.  Burke,  the 
principle  of  keeping  up  useless  offices  in 
order  to  support   the  influence   of  the 
Crown  never  once  reared  its  head.     At 
that   time   the  whole   question  was  de- 
cided on  a  very  narrow  ground — <*  Are 
these  offices  useless,  or  are  they  benefit 
cial  to  the  public  ?''    There  was  one  ex- 
ception—the great  sinecures  of  the  state. 
And  why  ?  Because  they  constituted  the 
only  provision   for   the   retired  servants 
of  the  Crown.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
placed  the   whole  defence  of  sinecures 
on  that  ground.      But,  could  he  argue, 
with  any  degree  of  consistency,  that  si- 
necures should  be  continued,  when  pen- 
sions: were  granted  in  their  stead  ?    He 
did,  however,  so  argue  the  question.  He 
would  not  only  have  pensions  but  sine- 
cures for  retired  officers.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  last  spoken  had  show- 
ed a  great  deal  of  skill  and  dexterity  in 
the  arrangement  of  his  topics.    He  had 
given  great  space  and  latitude  to  the 
UDimpQrUnt  part  of  his  argument,    and 
had  passed  ra^Hdly  ovet*  that  which  most 
demanded   attention ;    because    he    was 


well  aware  of  its  difficult,  critical,  and 
invidious  nature;  because  be  did  not 
wish  to  meet  or  reiterate  what  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  second  had 
unhesitatingly  advanced  and  defended ; 
namely,  that  useless  offices  were  to  be 
kept  up  in  order  to  maintain  influence- 
that  not  a  single  useless  situation  could 
be  abolished,  without  placing  the  good 

government  of  this  country  in  danger, 
iut  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  treated^ 
at  ^reat  length,  of  questions  quite  imma- 
terial of  themselves,  and  altogether  irre- 
velant  to  the  present  motion.  He  had, 
like  a  skilful  commander,  disposed  of  his 
troops  so  as  to  give  them  the  appearance 
of  an  extended  line,  and  thus  to  prevent 
an  attack  on  the  weak  part  of  his  array. 
But,  notwithstanding  his  respect  for  so 
great  a  captain,  he  would  not  imitate  his 
tactics;  nor  would  he  direct  his  atten- 
tion to  the  whole  line  thus  skilfully  con- 
structed, but  he  would  consider  the  point 
at  issue,  solely  on  the  prindple,  whether 
the  office  were  necessary  or  not.  The 
first  argument  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  this  point  was,  that  the  office  was  an 
ancient  one,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
be  abolished.  This  was  an  attack  upon 
the  House  of  Commons  for  their  con- 
duct during  the  last  ten  years.  In  that 
period  thev  had  abolished  oflices  which 
were  as  old  as  the  monarchy—  offices 
which  were  coeval  with  the  T^antaffenets. 
They  had  abolished  the  tellers  of  Exche- 
quer; they  had  abolished  the  justices  in 
Eyre,  and  they  had  abolished  them  pre- 
cisely because  they  were  ancient  and  use- 
less. The  House  had  considered  them 
not  adapted  to  sound  and  knodem  pur- 
poses ;  they  had  regarded  them  as  obso- 
lete and  superannuated.  They  had  not 
thought  of  the  paradoxical  view  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  which  would  repre- 
sent an  office  as  efficient  because  it  was 
old ;  but  they  had,  on  the  contrary,  ^cted 
on  the  belief,  that  an  office,  because  it  was 
old  might,  by  those  accidents  of  time, 
which  could  not  have  been  prevented, 
have  become  inefficient — The  second  pro- 
position of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  wes 
an  appeal  to  the  year  1792.  This  wafe 
the  model  set  up.  In  1792  this  office  had 
existed,  therefore  it  ought  not,  according 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  be  now 
abolished ;  but,  in  1792,  were  there  not 
tellers  of  the  exchequer,  and  justices  la 
£jrre  ?  Those  offices  had  beeh  preservec^, 
prindpally,  because  they  aflbrcled  means 
of  pensions  for  retired  officers  when  no 
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Ddierprorision  of  ibat  kind  emitted.  But, 
said  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  revenue 
of  the  Post-office  iocreased  to  five  fold 
since  1792,  and  could  they  in  that  case 
qaU  for  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  post- 
masters I  But»  had  the  duties  of  the  post- 
masters iQcreased  with  the  revenue  ?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  tell  the 
£U)u8ie  that  two  postmasters  were  neces- 
sary* because  the  revenae  had  increased ; 
and  therefore  be  refuted  bis  own  case  by 
the  very  nature  of  his  appeal.  In  l^SS, 
x^  question  had  been  raised  for  the  aboli* 
tion  of  such  offices.  Great  useless  offices 
had  then  been  reserved,  because  no  other 
means  were  provided  to  the  state  for  pen- 
sioning meritorious  and  retired,  servants^ 
The  right  hon.  gentUiqaQ  said,  that  by 
the  abolition  of  this  office,  the  appointT 
ment  to  a  great  many  offices  would  be 
transferred  to  the  Treasury;  and  then 
what  a  dreadful  circumstance  this  would 
he,  to  have  so  much  patronage  tranferred 
lo  the  Treasury !  He  was  unwilling  to 
meet  this  argument  by  a  direct  contradic- 
tioo;  because  it  was  very  easy  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  be  accurate  in 
form,  but  inaccurate  in  substance.  But 
the  transfer  which  was  now  deprecated 
had  been  already  made,  and  the  appoint- 
ment to  offices,  which  would  be  more  in- 
convenient if  made  by  the  Treasury,  was 
already  in  the  patronage  of  the  Treasury. 
Another  argument  had  been  raised  on  the 
ground  of  check  and  public  security. 
This  touched  not  the  proposal  of  his  no- 
ble friend.  His  noble  friend  had  not 
m^de  any  allusion  to  another  being  re- 
quired to  watch  and  guard  the  conduct 
of  another  peer*  He  could  not  have  ex- 
pressed suco  an  imputation  against  a  bodv 
with  which  he  was  so  nearly  connected. 
Then  came  an  extraordinary  topic,  which 
the  right  hon*  gentleman  bad  used  in  de- 
fence of  usel^  offices.  A.nd  here  he 
entreated  those  gentlemen  who  had 
pledged -themselves  to  retrenchment  and 
economy,  to  consider  on  what  footing 
they  stood  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
who  had  contended,  that  useless  offices 
were  necessary  to  the  good  government 
.of  the  kmgdom;  and  that  one  useless 
•office  could  not  be  reduced  without 
danger  to  Uiat  government.  Let  them 
act  up  tills  principle,  and  it  barred  all 
.setrenchment,  and  aU  reduction  of  offices. 
-~The  way  in  which  the  hon.  member  for 
Corfe  Castle  had  treated  the  subject,  had 
« been  BO  strictly  constitutional,  and  so  un- 
•answej>able»  as  to  lea^e  him  little  to  say 
VOL.  VL 


upon  this  point  of  view  It  was,  indeed, 
the  way  in  which  all  who  had  entertained 
just  views,  and  acquired  authority  upon 
the  subject,  had  treated  it.  The  hon. 
member  had  stated  the  pust  influence  of 
the  Crown  as  that  which  grew  out  of 
the  legal  authority  of  the  Crown.  Such 
influence  would  be  continued  as  long  as 
the  monarchy,  which  he  trusted  would  be 
perpetual.  That  influence  arose  from  the 
collection  and  adounistration  of  the  great- 
est revenue  ever  known,  and  the  ap- 
pointment to  all  civil  and  military  offices. 
A  revenue  of  60,000,000/.  an  army  of 
70,000  men,  a  large  navy,  the  constant 
support  of  nine-tenths  of  the  patronage 
of  India— 4hese  were  the  sources  of  just 
and  legitimate  influence,  and  to  that  in- 
fluence he  did  not  object.  If  it  had  been 
proposed  to  abandon  one  of  our  35  colo- 
nies, which  formed  so  fertile  a  soiurce  of 
patronage,  then,  indeed,  it  might  be  argued 
that  it  was  an  attack  upon  the  just  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  distinctly  contended,  that  the 
abolition  of  this  office  would  be  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  just  influence  of  the  Crown. 
So,  according  to  him,  no  office,  however 
useless  or  expensive,  must  now  be  touch-i 
ed ;  for  they  were  all  necessary  for  main- 
taining the  just  influence  of  the  Crown. 
What  one,  two,  or  three  parliaments 
might  have  done,  was  nothing.  There  was 
no  sort  of  limit  to  be  allowed  to  the  influx 
ence  of  the  Crown.  But,  according  to 
the  hon.  member  {Mr.  Bankes),  with 
whom  he  perfectly  concurred,  the  just 
influence  of  the  Crown  was  that  which 
belonged  to  it  witliout  the  abolition  of 
necessary  offices,  or  a  change  in  the  man- 
ner and  forms  of  government.  He  re»- 
membered  to  have  heard  this  well  stated 
by  an  hon.  member  not  now  in  the  House. 
It  was  on  a  question  relating  to  the  vice- 
treasurership  of  Ireland.  In  reply  to  an 
hon.  friend  of  hisi  who  had  spoken  in  de- 
fence of  the  vice-treasurership,  an  hon. 
member  then  for  Peterborough  now  for 
Hertfordshire  (Mr.  W.  Lamh),  had  stated 
with  great  force  the  principle  on  which, 
what  seemed  so  difficult  now,  namely, 
the  natural  limit  in  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  could  be  determined.  It  was 
this--Hhat  wherever  the  power  was  con^ 
stitutionar  and  legal,  its  influence- was 
legak  If,  then,  paiiiament  were  to  be  so 
unsparinff  in  their  reduction  as  to  extend 
it  to  the  lowest  offices,  were  they  to  main- 
tain useless  offices  for  the  sake  of  influ- 
ence? The  clerks  were  fit  objects  for  the 
4  B 
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emiky,  be  did  not  say  for  the  conipasston 
of  the  House :  he  woukl  never,  notwith* 
standing  any  clamour,  deny  to  poor  clerks 
yrhtLi  was  equitably  due  to  them,  nor  had 
he  taken  any  part  in  the  reductions  which 
affected  them.    But  a  cruel  necessity  now 
compelled  ministers,  on  the  naked  ground 
of  influence,  to  continue  an  office  not 
only  demonstrated,  but  acknowledged,  to 
be  inefficient.     He  did  not  see  witn  what 
face  the  majority  in  that  House  could  a|>- 
ply  themselves  to  retrenchment  again,  if 
they  now  voted  for  continuing  an  office 
on  such  ground.    How  would  their  con- 
duct appear  to  the  people  of  Eneland? 
How  would  the  very  institution  be  de- 
luged with  calumnies,   if  the  House  of 
Commons  should  declare,  by  their  vote, 
that  the  power  of  the   Crown  was  so 
founded  on  rottenness,  that  while   the 
people  were  growing  in  intelligence,  and 
while  legitimate  influence,  arising  from 
the  revenue,  the  army,  and  all  the  estab* 
lishments  of  the  country,  was  formidable, 
as  it  bad  never  been  before,  yet,  that  it 
was  of  such  a  tottering  kind,  that  it  could 
not  be  supported  without  what,  in  that 
House,  was  called  influence,  but  what 
would  elsewhere  be  called  corruption? 
He  was  happy  to  hear  a  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman  appeal  to  the  intelligence  and  in- 
fbrmation  of  the  people  ?     But,  what  in* 
^rence  oueht  parliament  to  draw  from 
Ibis  state  of  growing  intelligence?  It  was 
this — that  iM>  influence  was  necessary  for 
supporting  what  was  agreeable  to  a  great 
and  intelligent  people.    According  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  however,  the  more 
intelligent  the  people  grew,  the  more  jea- 
lous ought  the  government  to  be,  and  tlie 
nore  formidable  ought  they  to  become 
by  the  influence  of  unnecessary  offices,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  explosion  of  thai  dis* 
pleasure  which  they  provoked,  and  which 
might  prove  fatal  if^not  thus  prevented. 
He  knew  nothing  which  could  more  widen 
the  breach,  and  make  the  separation  in- 
curable, of  classes  who  ought  to  become 
more  closely  united,  than  such  a  princi- 
ple.   He  was  aware  that  the  people  were 
every  day  becoming  more  intelligent,  and 
that,  whether  parliament  did  or  did  not 
take  part  in  the  honour  of  diffusing  know- 
ledge, the  people^  would  advance  in  edu- 
cation and  provide  instruction  for  them- 
selves.    To  attend  to  the  public  voice, 
and  not  to  reverse  the  conduc^  was  Uie 
only  means  of  keeping  up  the  right  rela- 
tions of  the  state,  ami  preserving  minis- 
ters and  parHament  ffom  &eling  inconve- 


nience from  what  was  so  undeniable.  Of 
all  the  arguments  used  on  the  other  side, 
this  was  the  most  extraordinary ;  and  thaf 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whose  accuracyi 
ingenuity,  and  perspicuity  were  so  great, 
who  came  always  so  prepared  for  diff- 
cussion,  and  who  understood  so  well  the 
import  of  words,  and  the  bearing  of  argu«* 
ments,  that  he  should  have  thus  entered 
into  the  enemy's  fortress,  and  carried 
away  a  regiment  for  his  assistance,  was 
the  best  proof  of  his  having  felt  the  case 
to  be  desperate.  By  voting  for  the  pro- 
position now  submitted  to  them,  the 
House  did  nothing  more  than  admit  the 
motion  of  his  noble  friend.  They  would 
onlv  avoid  pledging  themselves  to  support 
useless  places  for  the  sake  of  influence, 
and  to  reduce  anv  office  not  useless  waa 
not  intended.  Was  it,  then,  too  much 
to  request  the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire 
to  reconsider  the  question  ?  He  had  said, 
that  he  would  vote  for  reducing  all  ex- 
penses not  necessary.  Here  the  one-hun- 
dreth  part  of  that  principle  was  not  re- 
quired. The  office  in  question,  the  him. 
member  was  too  candid  and  too  fair  not 
to  admit  to  be  useless.  If,  then,  he  voted 
not  against  an  office  which  was  admitted 
to  be  useless,  he  plainly  abandoned  the 
strong  hold  of  principle.  There  could 
not  be  a  stranger  case  than  this.  For  the 
lords  of  the  Admiralty  much  more  might 
be  said,  and  had  been  said.  The  two 
offices  abolished  had  not  been  absolutely 
useless,  but  they  had  not  been  very  neces- 
sary. That  was  not  the  situation  of  this 
office.  He  voted  for  its  abolition  because 
it  was  totally  and  absolutely  useless. 

Mr.  fVi/nn  said,  he  had  supported  the 
bills  of  1812  and  181S  for  diminishing  the 
influence  of  the  Crown,  because  a  power 
to  reward  public  services  was  substituted. 
Much  obloquy  had  been  previously  thrown 
upon  sinecures,  and  it  was  considered  ad- 
visable to  provide  for  public  services  in 
another  mode.  He  admitted  the  merits 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Post-office ;  but 
he  could  not  agree  to  entrust  so  exteiv- 
sive  a  public  department  to  bis  sole  ma- 
nagement ;  especially  as  a  political  con^ 
nexion  was  necessary  between  ministers 
and  the  higbev  public  officers.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  by  no  means  the  wish  of  the 
people  to  strip  the  Crowa  of  its  legitimate 
influence,  whicb  was  the  best  safeguard  of 
the  constitution. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  mdf  be 
agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
spote  second  in  the  dd>ate,  that  this  ques« 
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tion  did  tuH  rest  merely  upon  a  conside- 
ration  ^  the  ioflitence  of  the  Crown,  nor 
upon  the  functions  of  the  office,  separately 
considered,  but  upon  a  combined  view  of 
those  two  considerations.  In  the  first 
place,  he  begged  leave  most  distinctly  to 
disclaim  the  principle,  that,  any  useless 
offices  ought  to  be  preserved,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  influence 
of  the  Crown.  It  was  undoubtedly  no 
part  of  our  constitution  that  any  influence 
should  be  given  to  the  Crown  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corrupting  individuals,  or  induc- 
ing them  to  swerve  from  the  due  dis- 
charge of  iheir  public  duty.  His  hon. 
friend^  the  member  for  Corfe  Castle,  had 
made  a  slip,  when  he  seemed  to  suppose 
that  ministers  were  desirous  of  dosing 
the  chapter  of  retrenchment.  He  was 
sure  that  no  man  was  less  disposed  than 
his  hon.  friend  to  undervalue  the  extent 
of  retrenchment  which  was  opened  to  the 
House  on  a  former  n^ht.  There  could 
be  no  stronger  proof  of  the  desire  of  mi- 
nisters to  continue  the  work  of  retrench- 
ment, than  the  fact,  that  committees 
were  sitdng  at  that  moment  on  every 
branch  of  the  public  service,  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  there  was 
any  branch  in  which  further  retrench* 
ment  might  be  made.  It  was  incumbent 
upon  the  House,  in  looking  at  this  ques- 
tion, to  consider  how  far  the  machine  of 
government  might  be  effected  by  any 
change  in  the  official  establishments  of  the 
country.  Wlien  he  looked  at  the  ma- 
chine of  government,  involving  as  it  did 
the  departments  of  the  army  and  the 
navy,  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
the  various  branches  of  administrative  po- 
lity, he  went  along  with  his  right  hon. 
friend  in  thinking  that  the  question  could 
not  be  fairly  canvassed  upon  a  mere  view 
of  economical  expediency,  but  that  it 
must  be  considered  on  more  enlarged 
grounds.  It  was  not  a  fair  view  of  the 
question  to  argue,  that  the  great  offices  of 
the  state,  which  maintain  the  personal 
dignity  of  the  sovereign,  and  contribute 
to  the  political  power  of  the  Crown,  as 
recognized  by  the  constitution,  might  be 
conducted  on  a  more  economical  scale  of 
expenditfire^  How  far  the  influence  de- 
rived from  those  offices  was  or  was  not 
constitutional,  was  a  much  more  import- 
ant consideration ;  and,  upon  this  view  of 
the  question,  he  was  prepared  to  meet 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite.  If  they  suc- 
ceeded in  making  out  an  unconstitutional 
excess  of  influencoi  then  he  would  admit 


that  his  aiifoment  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  mere  question  of  economy  did  not 
involve  a  sum  of  more  than  from  10  to 
20,000^  as  applied  to  the  whole  of  these 
establishments.  The  great  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  extent  of  business 
and  the  mode  of  conducting  it^  had  placed 
the  government  on  a  footing  which  ren- 
der^ it  impossible  to  be  conducted  with- 
out a  division  of  the  labourproportional 
to  its  increased  amount.  The  machine 
of  government  involved  50  or  60  offices 
of  various  descriptions;  and  if  tlie  mass 
of  efficient  labour  were  diminished,  they 
would  run  the  risk  of  destroying  that  ma- 
chine. The  necessity  of  a  reform  of  par- 
liament was  a  favourite  doctrine  with 
some  of  the  gentlemen  opposite ;  and  one 
very  efiectual  way  of  accomplishing  their 
object  would  be,  to  make  the  government 
incapable  of  carrying  on  the  warfare  against 
them.  He  be^^ed  it  might  not  be  sup- 
posed that  he  admitted  the  present  office 
to  be  unnecessary  or  inefficient,  or  that 
he  voted  for  it  as  a  sinecure  office.  His 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bankes)  had  indeed  in- 
cluded this  office  in  the  schedule  to  a  bill 
which  he  brought  in,  in  181S;  but,  when 
parliament  came  to  exercise  a  deliberate 
judgment  on  the  subject,  it  rejected  the 
pro|»osition  of  his  hon.  friend.  Was  it  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  of  1797,  that 
the  office  was  a  useless  sinecure  which 
ought  to  be  suppressed  I  So  far  were  they 
from  being  of  this  opinion,  that  instead  of 
two  officers  for  the  control  of  this  depart- 
ment, they  recommended  a  numerous 
board.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  England  would  see  the  impro* 
priety  of  acceding  to  the  present  motion ; 
and  trusted  that  tney  would  come  to  the 
determination  of  rejecting  if,  regardlesa 
of  the  unpopularity  to  which  such  a  deter* 
mination  might  for  a  time  be  subjected. 
A  noble  example  had  been  set  them  that 
evening,  which  he  trusted  that  all  of  them 
would  follow.  Whether  they  would  or  not, 
he  could  not  tell ;  but  of  this  he  was  sure, 
that  if  they  truckled  to  the  spirit  and  the 
clamour  which  was  now  abroad,  they 
would  betray  their  own  situation,  and 
what  was  worse,  they  would  betray  the 
people  themselves. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  noble  lord 
had  avowed  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  maintain  that  useless  offices  shoukl  be 
kept  up  for  the  support  of  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  and  yet  his  whole  speech 
had  been  a  contraaiction  to  that  avowal. 
This  office  was  admitted  to    be   quite 
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useless  by  the  fiittUioecotiiiiiitteex>f  1797; 
for  they  said  that,  as  it  was  admimstefed 
by  post-masters  of  great  rank  but  positive 
iDefficieocyy  it  ought  to  be  regulated  in 
some  ocher  manner ;  and  then  tfae^  sug- 
gested a  board  of  fiwe  codomissionen. 
The  House  ought  to  abolish  this  offlee, 
lest  an  opinion  should  get  abroad,  that  it 
had  been  retained  because  it  was  held  by 
ka  individotl  of  great  rank,  whilst  others 
had  been  abolivied  because  they  were 
held  by  indiriduals  of  scarcely  any  nuik 
at  all.  He  implored  the  House  not  to 
make  war  upon  public  opinion,  nor 
to  treat  the  demand  of  the  public  for  re- 
trenchment as  idle,  unfounaed  clamour. 

Sir  /.  Coffin  obsenred,  that  the  post* 
BMsters-general  did  not  do  any  duty,  and, 
therefore,  he  thought  they  should  be 
both  abolished. 

Lord  \A^onNaa<^  shortly  replied.  After 
his  majesty^s  mintst^  had  brought  down 
the  Khig's  mcious  message,  announcing 
his  majesty^  intention  of  making  a  great 
sacrifice  out  of  his  pereonul  income,  it 
was  rather  extraordinary  that  they  should 
take  so  early  an  opportunity  of  making 
the  Crown  the  means  of  defending  a 
piece  of  mere  ministerial  patronage. 

The  House  divided :  Ay^  159.  Noes, 
184.    Majority  against  the  motion  25. 

Lift  of  the  Majority^  and  ako  gf  the 

Minority, 

Majority. 


Altfnmder,  J. 
A'Coart,^.  H. 
Arfouthoot,  rt.  hon.  C. 
Apsley,  lord 
Ancraniy  lord 
Antrobus,  G.  C. 
Browne,  Peter 
Balfour,  John 
Bourne,  rt.  hon.  W.  S. 
Brace,  Rt. 
Buchanan,  J. 
Binning,  lord 
Batfaunt,  b(m.  S. 
BathuTBt,  rt.  hon.  B. 
troadhead,  T.  U. 
Brudenell,  lord 
Barae,  M. 
Barry,  col. 
Blake,  Rt. 
Bra4shaw,  T.  H. 
Burgh,  sir  U. 
Beresfordi  lord  G. 
Blair,  J. 

Blackbarpe,  John 
Brogden,  J. 
Cole,  sir  L. 
Cecil,  lord  T. 
Campbell,  Ai€h. 


Chandos,  marq. 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Courtenay,  W. , 
Cholmondeley,  lord  H. 
Calyert,  John 
Cust,  hon.  col. 
Cheere,  E.  M. 
Croker^  J.  W. 
Cumming,  G. 
Canning,  n.  hon.  G. 
Cockerell,  sir  C. 
Cripps,  J. 
Cranboume,  Tiact 
Clive,  Rt. 
Clive,  lord 
Cockbume,  sir  G. 
Collett,  E.  J. 
Copley,  sir  J.  S. 
Dalrymple,  A. 
Divett,  Thos. 
Dawson,  G. 
Dodson,  Jdm 
Dunlop,  J. 
Drummond,  U.  Home 
Downie,Rt. 
Drake,  T.  T. 
Dawkins,  J. 
Dawkins,  H. 


Dduglas,  W.  R.  K. 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Estcourt,  T.  G. 
Egerton,  W. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
EHis,  T. 
Fleming,  John 
Forbes,  lord 
Fremantle,  Wm; 
Fleming,  John 
Forrester,  F. 
Gossett,  col. 
Gower,  lord  F.  L. 
Grant,  A.  C. 
Gordon,  hon.  W. 
Graves,  lord 
Gladstone,  John 
Gilbert,  D. 
Goolbam,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Grant,  O.  W. 
Gifford,  sir  R. 
Holfbrd,  G. 
Holmes,  W. 
Hill,  sir  G. 
Hardingc,  sir  H. 
Huskisson,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Hodson,  J.  A. 
Hope,  sir  W, 
Imng,  John 
JoUiffe,  G.  H. 
Jenkinson,  hon.  C.  C. 
Knox,  hon.  Thos. 
Kerr,  David 
Lindsay,  lord 
Lindsay,  hon.  H. 
Lloyd,  S.  J. 
Luttrell,  H.  F. 
Luttrell,  J.  F. 
Lowther,  vise. 
Lowther,  John 
LascoUes,  hon.  W. 
Londonderry,  marq.  of 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Lockhait,  W.  E. 
Long,  right  hon.  C. 
Lenox,  lord  G. 
Macqueen,  T.  P. 
Macnaghten,  E.  A. 
Mondy,  G. 
Megennis,  R. 
Martin,  sir  T.  B. 
Manning,  Wm. 
Musgrave,  sir  P. 
Manners,  lord  C« 
Manners,  lord  R. 
Mills,  C. 
Neale,  sir  H.  6. 
Nightingale,  sir  M. 
Nugent,  sir  G. 
Needham,  hon.  F.  J. 
Onslow,  Arthur 
Osborne,  sir  John 
Ommanney,  sirF. 


Pole,  sir  Peter 
PolUnston,  visct. 
Pitt,  Jos. 
Palmerston,  vise. 
Prendergast,  M.  G. 
Pennant,  G.  H.  D. 
Plumber,  John 
Paxton,  W.  G. 
Paget,  hon.  B. 
Peel,  right  hon.  R« 
PhilUmore,  Dr. 
Plunkett,  rt.  hon. 
Peel,  W.  G. 
Pbipps,  hon.  Ed. 
Pringle,  sir  W. 
Rae,  sir  W. 
Rice,  hon.  G. 
Robinson,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Rowley,  sir  J. 
Rossell,  J.  W. 
Ryder,  rt.  boa.  Rd. 
Sfuidon,  vise. 
Scolt,  hon.  John 
Shiffner,  sir  G. 
Smith,  Ch. 
Sumner,  G.  H. 
Somerset,  lord  0. 
Somerset,  lord  £. 
Strutt,  T.  W. 
Shaw  J  sit  rt. 
Stewart,  A. 
Seymour,  Horace 
Strathaven,  lord 
Sheldon,  Ralph 
Taylor,  sir  H. 
Taylor,  G.  W. 
Trench,  col. 
Twiss,  Horace 
Townshend,  H. 
Uxbridge,  eari  of 
Ure,  M. 

Villiers,  rt  hon.  J. 
Vansittart,  rt  hon.  N. 
Wilbraham,  £.  B. 
Williams,  Rt. 
Wilson,  sir  H. 
Wflson,  W.  W.  C. 
"Wilson,  Tho. 
Wetherell,  C. 
WeUesley,  R. 
Warren,  C.  . 
WorU^,  J.  S. 
Warrender,rthon.siiO 
Wood,coL 
Wallace,  rt.  hon.  t*. 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 
M^mot,Rt 
WiUoughby,  H. 
Windl&n,W. 
Yannondi,  eari  of 

TBLtaas. 
Clerk,  sir  G. 
Loshingtott,  S.  R. 


MuroaiTr. 
Abercromby,  hon.  J .      Althorp,  viset. 


Digitized  by 


<^oogle 


M131 

Astleiv  wJ.  D. 
Beaumont  T.  W. 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Baring,  sirT. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Benyon,  B. 
JBemal,  B. 
Birch,  Jos. 
Bright,  H. 
Bardett,  sirF. 
Bury,  Yi«e. 
Byng,  G. 
BeDett,  John 
Bankes,  H. 
Baillie,  John 
Belgrave,  visct. 
Bentmck,  tord  W. 
Blake,  sir  F. 
Buxton,  T.  F, 
Boughey,  sir  J.  F. 
Brandling,  C. 
ButterwoithyJ. 
Calvert,  C. 
Calcraft,  John 
Campbell,  hon.  G. 
C^aTendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cavehdiih,  C. 
Coffin,  sir  I. 
Cok«,  T.  W. 
Colburne,  N.  R. 
Concannon,  Lucius 
Crespigny,  sir  W,  De 
Cromptoi^  S. 
Creevey,  T. 
Chetwynd,  G. 
Coote,  sir  C. 
Calthorpe,  hon.  F. 
Corbctt,P.. 
Cole,  sir  C. 
Cheny,  G.  H. 
Davies,  T.  H. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Dugdale,  D. 
Doveton,  O. 
Davenport,  D. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Ebrington,  viscoant 
£mce,£. 
£a9tnw,  lord 
Fergu98Qii,8ir  RtC. 
Fitzgerald,  k>id  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Pittroy,lordJ. 
Foley,  J.  H. 
Farrand^  Robert 
Fane,  John 
Ford,  M. 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Graham,  S. 
Grenfell,  P. 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Gooch,  T.  S. 
fcipps,  G. 
tWdbaandi  W. 


PuUtG  JhcomOi* 

Hsdniltan,  lord  A* 
.Hobboose,  J.  C. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Hume,  J. 
Hurst,  R. 

Hutchinson,  hon.  CHi 
Hulse,  sir  C. 
Haifvey,  sir  E. 
Kemiedy,  T.F. 
Leg^  Keck,  G.  A. 
Lamb,  hon.  G. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lennard,  T.  B. 
Lushington,  St. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Leake,  W. 
Littleton,  Ed. 
Leycester,  R. 
Lethbridge,  sir  T. 
Maberly,J. 
Mabedy,  W.  L, 
Macdonald,  J, 
Mackintosb^  sir  J« 
l^artin,  J. 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Moore,  Peter 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Marryat,  J. 
3Miles,  P. 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Newport,  rt.hon.  sir  J. 
0'Callaghan,J. 
Ord,W. 
Ossulstop,  lord 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pares,  T. 
Phillips,  G. 
Tbilips,  G.  R. 
Peirse,  Heniy 
Price,  R. 
Pollen,  sir  John 
Pym,F.    . 
Portmap,  Ed. 
Rickford,  W. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ridley,  sir  M.Wi 
Bobarts,  A. 
Robinson^  iir  "G. 
Rossidl,  lord  J. 
RumI,  R.  G.    . 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Robertson,  A. 
Rumbold,  Ch. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Scott,  J. 
Sykes,  D. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Shelley,  sir  J. 
Smi^  hon.  R. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  G. 
Smith,  Sam. 
Smith,  Abel 
S^th,  Robert 
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Taylor,  H.  A. 

Tiemey,  ct.  hon.  G. 
Tynte,  C.  R, 
Tulk,  C.  A. 
Tennison,  C. 
Townshend,  lord  C. 
Walpole,  lord 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Webb,  Ed. 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbread,  S. 
Williams,  O. 


Witttams,  T.  P. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Winnington,  sir  T. 
Wood,  Matthew 
Wells,  John 
Wodehouse,  Ed. 
Westenra,  hon.  H. 
Yorke,  sir  J. 

TELLERS. 

Duttcaimon,  visct. 
Nomumby,  visct. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  March  14. 

MOTIOK  RESPBCTINO  TtlE  SlUPLIFT- 
IKO    AND    BETTER     ARRANGEMENT    OF 

TBE  Public  Accounts.]  Mr.  Maherly 
rose,  to  make  hit  promised  motion  for  the 
SlmDlifyiDg  and  better  Arrangement  of  the 
Public  Accounts.  Hebegan  by  observing, 
with  reference  to  the  public  accounts  on 
the  table,  that  they  were,  when  compered 
one  with  the  other,  fall  oif  errors ;  and  he 
bad  to  clahtt  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
while  he  pointed  out  the  dissimilar  nature 
of 'returns,  wtiieh,^«ictly  speaking,  ooeht 
to  bave  bcjeofthe  same,  as  they  related  to 
the  same  heads  of  accoutit.  One  set  o^ 
accounts,  held  been  laid  on  ihe  table  by 
the  noble  marquis  opposite*  There  wall, 
the  House  would  recoUect,  an  account 
ordered  to  be  annually  TaiA  on  the  table, 
on  or  before  the  ^th  of  March,  but  ft 
was  not,  by  tbe  act  which  rendered 
thiit  account  necessary,  ordei'ed  ^at  a 
summary  or  bahinceHBneet  of  the  income 
and  expenditure  should  accompany  It. 
There  was,  however,  hi  tbe  last  yearls 
act,  a  clause  which  required  such  a 
bafliince-clh^et  wHh  the  January  a6couh'ts, 
and  an  ab^ract  of  it  was  delitered  in  up 
to  the  5th  Jan.  18^.  There  was  ^so  ah 
i^traot  of  the  nett  fecieipt  tod  Expendi- 
ture of  the  country  up  to  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1821.  He  should  prove  that  thefie  ac- 
coutits  were  not  correct,  as  cdttipared 
with  each  other;  for'instance  the  balance- 
sheet  account  of  the  noble  marquis,  pre- 
sented on  the  15th  of  Feb.  kst,  difiefed 
from  the  regular  annual  finiEitice  aciiounts 
of  the  yefar  1821,  and  tbe  schanoellor  of 
the  exchequer's  iai&cbunt  differed  from 
both,  in  many  Essehtial  partieularsr  In 
the  fihance  a(^ounU  of  the  United  King- 
dom  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Jan. 
1821,  the  first  page  purported  to  be  an 
account  of  the  ordinaiy  revenues  and  ex« 
tntordinary  resources  constituting  the 
pubHc  incottie  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
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Great  Bntain  and  Ireland,  for  (he  year 
ended  the  5th  of  January,  1821.  In  the 
account  of  the  customs,  the  amount  was 
stated  to  be  9,862,4^2/.  The  Mtme  item 
for  customs  during  the  same  period  in  the 
noble  marouis's  account  was  9,837.275/., 
making  a  ciifference  between  the  accounts 
of  25,187/.  These  returns  differed  also 
from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's 
abstract  of  the  same  period  of  accounts 
which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  of  that 
House.  The  next  head  was  the  excise. 
The  public  accounts  and  the  noble  mar- 
quis's agreed  in  the  nett  amount  of  that 
branch,  but  In  the  abstract  account  for 
1821,  the  nett  income  was  set  down  at 
27,929,832/.,  while  in  the  others  it  was 
27,929,353/.  The  next  head  was  stamps ; 
there  again  the  public  accounts  and  the 
noble  marquis's  agreed ;  but  in  the  abstract 
account  there  was  a  difterence :  one  stated 
the  amount  at  6,562,258/.,  the  other  at 
6,154,447/.  Under  the  head  of  post- 
office,  there  was  a  di&rence  of  7|000/. 
between  the  noble  marquis's  and  the 
public  account.  The  next  item  was 
**  taxes.*^  In  the  public  accounts  the 
land  and  assessed  taxes  were,  in  the  gross 
receipt,  set  down  at  8,182,819/.;  in  the 
abstract  thejr  were  7,503,603/.,  the  former, 
he  knew,  mpluded  Ireland.  Then  fol« 
lowed  (after  some  unimportant  items) 
hackney-coaches,  which,  in  the  public 
accounts,  were  26,374/.  and  in  the  account 
of  the  15th  of  February  22,097/.  Then 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  m  the  public  ac- 
count, 29360/.,  in  the  other  28,930/. 
In  the  noble  marquis's  account,  there  was 
an  item — seisures,  proffers,  fines,  and 
forfeitures,  6,528/.  6f.,  but  in  the  public 
accounts  there  was  no  such  item.  In  the 
15th  Feb.  return,  there  would  be  found 
a  sum  of  30,728^  set  down  for  arrears  of 
property-tax,  while  in  the  other,  it  was 
30,906/.  In  the  imprest  and  other  monies 
repaid,  in  the  noble  marquis's  account, 
the  sum  was  181,022/.,  and  In  the  public 
accounts  it  was  159,053/.  The  surplus 
receipts  on  lottery,  after  the  payment  of 
prizes,  was,  in  one  account,  set  down  at 
175,154/.;  while  in  the  public  accounts 
the  sum  was  156,154/.    In  the  sums  re- 

Said  in  Ireland  on  account  of  advances 
'om  the  consolidated  fund  under  various 
acts  for  public  improvements,  the  item 
in  the  account  presented  in  February  was 
97,149/. ;  in  the  public  accounts  it  was 
61,598/.  For  old  stores,  in  the  noble 
marquis's  account,  credit  was  taken  for 
260,000/.;    but  he   saw  ho    coiuciding 


amoiait  of  credit  taken  for  them  in  the 
public  accounts.  The  net  income  set 
down  in  the  account  presented  on  the 
15th  of  February  was  54,542,948/. ;  while 
in  the  public  accounts  it  was  54,534,360/. 
The  surplus  of  income  over  expenditure 
in  the  account  of  the  15th  of  February 
was  1,447,580/.;  and  in  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer's  account  it  was  1,831,348/. 
Tliese  differences  ought  not.  to  occur  in 
accounts  which  were  intended  to  record 
and  elucidate  the  public  expenditure  of 
the  country.  Having  got  through  one 
side  of  the  mass  of  accounts  before  him, 
he  should  turn  to  a  comparison  of  the 
items  of  the  nett  expenditure.  On  the 
noble  marquis's  account,  the  dividends, 
interest,  and  manngement  of  the  public 
funded  debt,  exclusive  of  17,056,773/. 
issued  to  the  commissioners  for  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  national  debt,  were  set  down 
at  29,438,380/. ;  in  the  public  accounto 
29,403,391/.  The  sinking  fund  in  the 
public  accounts  was  17,667^35/.  \6s.9^i 
in  the  noble  marquis's,  17,499,733/.  0#.  Sd. 
The  next  head  was  one  whiph  he  meant 
hereafter  to  submit  to  the  attention  of 
the  House;  namely,  the  interest  upon 
exchequer  bills ;  which  ought,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  be  set  forth  in  a  different  manner 
from  die  present.  Parliament  ought  each 
year  to  know  the  real  standing  arrears. 
The  mterest  on  exchequer  bills  and  Irish 
treasury  bills,  exclusive  of  441,000/.  for 
sinking  fund,  was  set  down  in  the  noble 
marquia's  account  at  2,015,617/. ;  in  the 

Sublic  accounts  at  1,849,219/. ;  making  a 
ifference  of  about  166,397/.— This  led 
him  to  the  civil  list,  which  in  the  public 
accounts  was  set  down  at  1,062,000/.,  and 
in  the  noble  marquis's  at  1,071,758/.  In 
the  public  accounts,  the  allowances  for 
the  support  of  the  royal  family,  and  for 
pensions  upon  the  consolidated  fund, 
amounted  to  857,780/.,  including  63,824/. 
for  the  support  of  his  majestyTi  house- 
hold. The  noble  lord,  for  pensions  upon 
the  consoh'dated  fond,  had  only  set  down 
359,600/.  and  68,618/.  for  salaries  and 
allowances,  which  showed,  in  comparing 
this  part  of  the  two  accounts,  a  variance 
of  not  less  than  325,000/.  and  upwards. 
There  was  also  a  difference  of  1 1,0Q0/.  in 
the  salaries  accounts  alone.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  enumerated  the  following 
items  from  the  accounts  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  noble  marquis  i^officers  of  courts 
of  justice  61,979/.,  differhiff  above  3,000/. 
from  the  same  item  in  the  public  ac- 
counts ;  expenses  of  the  mint,  14,760/. ; 
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bounties,?,956/.;  miscellaneous,  155,207/.} 
also  showed  a  difference  of  not  less  than 
69,618/.  The  whole  charges  on  the  con- 
solidated fund,  beginning  with  the  item 
<*  courts  of  justice,**  and  going  down  to 
«<  miscellaneous,"  was  690,698/.  in  the 
public  accounts ;  and  then  followed  per- 
manent charges  for  Ireland,  381,503/.,  no 
notice  of  which  was  taken  in  the  noble 
marouis's  accounts. — The  next  head  to 
whicti  he  should  reftsr  was,  the  army,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  services.  In 
the  public  accounts,  the  amount  was 
8,926,423/.;  in  the  noble  marquis's  ac- 
counts the  same  head  was  8«94>1,354/. 
Then  followed  the  navy,  which  in 
the  public  accounts  was  set  down  at 
6,387,799/.,  and  in  the  noble  marquis's 
at  6,64'7>799/. ;  showing  a  variance  of 
260,060/.,  which,  being  exactly  the  amount 
of  the  old  stores,  led  him  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  credit  for  that  branch  was 
taken  there.  In  the  ordnance  public  ac« 
counts  the  amount  was  1,401,585/.;  in 
the  noble  marquis's  1,092,299/.  The 
miscellaneous  services  (at  home  and 
abroad)  in  the  public  accounts  were 
2,616,700/.;  in  the  noble  marquis's, 
2,492,241/.,  showiiig  a  difierence  of  nearly 
124,500/.  In  the  noble  marquis's  account 
it  was  set  forth,  that  there  was  a  balance 
in  the  exchemier  on  the  5th  Jan.  1820,  of 
7,489,745/.  Now,  in  the  public  accounts 
the  same  item  was  stated  at  18,423,938/., 
makii^  a  difference  of  5,934,192/^  This 
variance  required  some  explanation. 
Under  the  head  of  **  Civil  Government 
in  Scotland,"  there  was  also  a  variance ; 
some  of  the  items  which  were  noticed  in 
one  account  were  omitted  in  the  other. 
It  struck  him  as  being  remarkable,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  important  variances 
between  so  many  of  the  items  in  these 
accounts,  they  should  be  made  to  agree 
in  their  main  amounts ;  for  the  expendi- 
ture in  one  of  the  returns  would  be  found 
to  make  a  total  of  53,340,000/.,  while  in 
the  noble  marquis's  it  was  53,095,377/., 
showing  a  difference  of  about  244,700/. 
Large  as  these  variances  were,  they  look- 
ed trifling  compared  with  those  respecting 
the  exchequer  balances,  appropriated  and 
unappropriated.  The  appropriated  balance 
in  the  exchequer  on  the  5th  January, 
1821,  was  set  down  at  7,347,952/.  2».  S^i. 
Why  make  out  the  account  in  such  a 
form  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  candid  to 
explain,  that  this  was  not  a  balance  avail* 
able  for  the  service  of  the  country.  He 
begged   to  guard   himself  agamst   any 


charge  of  throwing  out  imputations  against 
the  gentlemen  opposite.  He  did  not 
mean  to  charge  a  wilful  mystification  or 
obscuring  of  the  public  accounts ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
error  arose  principally  from  a  want  of 
that  clearness,  simplicity,  and  perspicuity, 
which  it  was  the  object  of  his  motion  to 
recommend.  He  would  now  move, 
<*  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed 
for  the  simplifying,  and  the  better  ar^ 
rangement  of  the  Public  Accounts." 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  that  the  compari- 
son on  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
proceeded  was  entirely  founded  on  a  mis- 
take. The  account  presented  by  the 
noble  marquis  on  the  15th  Feb.,  was  not 
the  same  as  the  other  account;  and 
ought  not  to  have  been  compared  with  it* 
The  annual  finance  account  purported  to 
be  the  payments  into  the  exchequer, 
while  the  other  was  the  account  of  the 
nett  income  available  for  the  public  ser- 
vice. The  hon.  gentleman  then  went 
through  the  different  items  of  the  two  ac- 
counts, in  order  to  show,  that  they  did 
not,  and  never  were  intended,  to  repr^ 
sent  the  same  results*  He  did  not  mean 
to  contend,  that  a  committee  mi^ht  not 
be  most  usefully  employed  in  looking  into 
the  manner  of  rendering  the  public  ac- 
counts, and,  indeed  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  already  given  notice  of  hb 
intention  to  move  for  such  a  committee; 
Perhaps  a  better  plan  .might  be  devised; 
but  the  balance-sheet  form  was  adopted 
at   the  suggestion  of  an  hon.  member 

iMr.  Ricardo),  and  was  deemed  to  be 
le  most  conopendions  way  of  stating  the 
accounti.  He  was  anxious  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  consider  in 
what  respects  the  items  of  the  public  ex« 
penditure  or  charge,  as  exhibited  in  the 
annual  accounts  for  the  year  1 821 ,  differed 
from  the  financial  statement  which  had 
been  made  to  the  House  on  the  15th  of 
February  by  his  noble  friend.  He  felt 
great  satisfaction  in  saying,  that  that 
statement  had  been  ascertained  to  be 
most  correct  in  all  its  important  bearings. 
He  should  propose,  therefore,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  **  That  a  select  committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  firom  what  causes 
the  payments  into  the  exchequer,  as  ex- 
hibited in  the  accounts  of  the  public  in- 
come, endmg  5tb  January,  1821,  appears 
not  to  agree  with  the  account  of  the  nett 
public  income  of  the  United  Kingdom,  la 
the  year  ending  5th  January,  1821,  as 
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presented  to  this  House  on  die  Ifitb  Feb- 
rttny,  1822." 

Sir  J.  Nemporl  thought  it  vefy  absurd 
that  the  public  aceounts  ccmlcl  not  be 
made  out  la  some  more  satisfactory  way 
than  thev  were  at  present,  so  as  to  show 
at  oDce  how  the  accounts  stood,  without 
needine  the  speech  of  a  secreting  for  a 
whole  hour,  to  explain  how  these  differ- 
ences were  ta  be  accounted  for.  He 
should  vote  for  the  committee  of  general 
inquinr,  cather  than  that  proposed  by  the 
aiaendment. 

Captain  Maberly  said,  that  the  motion 
of  his  hoR.  relative  was  for  a  comnuttee, 
Cor  the  purpose  of  simplifying  and  betlev 
arranging  the  public  accounts ;  while  the 
aosendment  only  went  to  the  investigation 
of  past  errors. 

Mr.  Bieardo  said,  that  the  public  ac- 
coanta  ought  to  be  so  stated,  tnat  every 
member,  upon  referring  to  them,  might  b« 
able  ta  ma^e  a  balance-sheet  from  them, 
and  see  at  ooce  what .  was  the  actual 
revenue,  and  what  the  expenditure  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Hmne  hoped  his  boo.  friend  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  that  the  chan- 
ceUor  of  the  excheauer  would  SEiove  for 
the  appointment  of  nis  committee.  That 
commutee  was  of  a  much  more  general 
descrmtion  than  the  one  proposed  by  his 
hon.  mend ;  and  lie  thought  it  would  be 
a  pity  to  appoint  another  committee  with 
a  view  to  matters  of  comparatively  ^le 
consequence. 

Hie  ChmcMar  of  tiu  Exchequer  said, 
tliat  as  it  had  been  conceded,  that  th0 
difierences  in  the  accounts  were  recous- 
cilable,  be  had  no  objection  to  the  whole 
question  being  postponed,  to  affiurd  an  op- 
portunity for  the  suggestion  of  a  better 
plan.  He  would  himself  name  the  18th 
of  April  for  bringmg  the  subject  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  CaUraft  considered  that  his  hon. 
firiend  had  clearly  established  the  case 
upon  which  he  set  out.  He,  therefor^ 
ibottght  it  scarcely  ^otih  while  to  go  into 
a  committee  for  the  mere  purpose  of  elu^ 
ctdating  mistakeB. 

Mr.  MUberl^  said,  that  hb  object  in 
liriagmg  forward  the  motion  was.  solely  to 
devise  a  plan  by  which  the  public  accounts 
•might  \to  rendered  more  simple,  intelli- 
^nt,  and  satisAKtory.  He  would,  how- 
ever, after  what  had  fbllen,  withdraw  his 
.motion. 

The  motion  and  also  the  amendment 
were  then  withdrawn. 


BoABD  OF  CoNmoL.] — Mr.  Creeoe^ 

addKssed  the  House  to  the  followiai^ 
effect : — I  rise,  Sir,  for  the  purpose  o£ 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  a  great  public  office— I  mean  tlio 
Board  of  Control,  for  managing  the  affiiira 
of  Indku    Every  body  who  is  at  all  ac- 

?|oainted  with  the  history  of  thisoountry 
or  the  last  forty  yean,  moft  he  aware  oC 
the  great  difference  of  omaion  wluoh 
always  subsisted  between  Mr.  Pit^  and 
Mr.  rox,  as  to  the  management  of  the 
affiiirs  of  India.  It  i«  weU  knowo,  thai 
finally  Mr.  Pitt's  i^rs^m  pr^vailed^  and 
that  it  is  to  him  ire  owe  tb0  pneseat 
board  of  coqtiuil.  Bot  i  beg  tOiCaii  xho 
alteotion  of  the  House  to  the  priof  iplea 
upon  Mihicb  that  board  was  foupded  bj 
far 4  Piu.  In  the  year  178^,  a  sort  of 
agreement  first  to<^k  place  between  tli^ 
India  company  and  the  country  as  to  th» 
government  of  India.  It  was  tlien 
thought  proper  to  iotroduoe  the  existing 
ayst^ito;  qqd  Mr.  Pitt,  in  bringing  the 
sut^ect.  qnder  the  notice  of  parliament, 
said,  that  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  bios 
to  be  enabled  io  state  that  this  establtth- 
ment  would  be  attended  with  no  expense 
to  tbe  country ;  that  several  hononrajbl^ 
gentlemen  fifould  gtatuitousfy  ditduRg^ 
the  duty  of  convninion^rs ;  that  there  was 
to  be  no  charge— -no  salariesr-tno  patron- 
age {  and  that  though  bis  own  time  was 
much  oocopied  in  the  business  of  his 
office,  h^  woiild  gladly  lend  his  assistance 
to  tbe  09iwpissionars.  Mr^  Pitt,  in  every 
respect,  falfiHed  his  promise;  and  thb 
commission  lasted,  unaltered,  nine  years 
--tbat  is  Io  say,  fVom  1784^  when  it  was 
first  formed^  until  179S.  As  Mn  Piu 
had  pointed  out,  the  constitutloil  of  this 
board,  during  nine  ^ears,  was  unaccom- 
panied by  salaries,  either  to  himself,  or  to 
the  other  gentlem^  who  had  tf^ken  upon 
themselvea  the  fqnctiiKia  of  Its  commis- 
sioners. In  1795,  w4ien  a  new  constitu- 
tion of  the  board  took  place,  a  dlffigrent 
compact  or  agreement  iras  entered  into 
between  the  MSt  India  company  and  the 
public  The  bill  which  hao  been  origi- 
nally introduced  by  Mr.  Pitt,  fell  bto  the 
bands  of  the  Ute  lord  Melville»  and  it 
was  on  that  occasion,  Sirv  that  the  first 
departure  took  plaoe  from  this  unpaid, 
romantic,  gratuitqussystem«  Lord  Mel- 
ville procured  a  clause  to  be  i^Morted  m 
this  bdl,  by  which  the  East  Inditf  com- 
pany were  to  pay  annually  16^000^  tx^  the 
board  of  control  Of  th^  sum  SfilM. 
was  to  go  to  thiee  qommissiondrs,  who 
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were  to  he  appointed  by 
Lord  MelWHe  look  2,000/.  a 
aelf,  as  chief  commissioner  and  president 
of  the  boord  of  control,  and    1,500^.  a 
year,  each,  was  assigned  to  the  other 
commissioners.    This  sum  of  5,000/.  was 
divided  between  tha  three  commissioners, 
who  were  members  of  that  House ;   the 
other  11,000/.  beir^  devoted  to  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  remainder  of  the  establiali- 
nient.    I  should  not  omit  to  state,  by 
the  bv,  that  before  lord  Melville  left  this 
board  he  made  another  alteration  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  system ;   I  mean,  by  taking  from 
the  hon.  company  a   pension  of  some 
800^  a  year  for  one  of  nis  family,  I  be- 
lieve.   Well,  Sir,  this  constitution  of  the 
board  endured  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
Jq  1811,  the  present  lord  Melville  became 
the  president  of  the  board  of  control ;  but 
his  lordship  thought  that  the  provision 
whi<m  had  been  made  by  his  father  was 
too  small ;  and,  therefore,  he  brought  in  a 
bill  enabling  the  company,  in  addition  to 
the  16,000/.  which  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  under  the  act  of  1793,    to  grant, 
yearly,  6,000/.  for  the  same   purpose; 
making  altogether  22,000/.    Now,  out  of 
this  increas^  allowance,  he  took  for  himr 
•elf  SyOOO/.y  making  his  own  salary,  as 
.president  of  the   board  of  control,  just 
5fi00l.  a.  year,  instead  of  2,000/.,  as  it 
had  been  formerly.    But  this  was  not  aU ; 
for  before  lord  Melville  left  the  board,  he 
>took  also  a  present  from  the  India  com- 
pany. In  hard  cash,  of  20,000/.    So  much. 
Sir,  for  this  board,  which  Mr.  Pitt  pledged 
himself,  at  its  first  institution,  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  no  salaries,  by  no  emolu- 
ments, and  by  no  patronage.    And  here 
I  ought  to  state,  in  mv  own  justification, 
that  when  lord  Melville  brought  in  that 
'bill,  I  gave  the  .str<mgest  opposition  to 
the  clause  by  which  he  increased  his  own 
•ahry   S^OOO/.*    I    did    so,    because   I 
thon^  that  his  lordship,  lookhig  to  all 
tho  sinecure  allowances  which  himself  or 
Mb  father  had  already  enjoyed,  was  not 
exact^  the  person  who  shoiud  have  made 
thif  proposition  to  the  House;  and  be- 
cause I  thongbt,  that  if  3,000/.  a  year  more 
wasnecefsary  to  be  added  to  his  inoorae, 
U  must  be  necessary  to  incvoaso  the  in- 
comes of  the  other  commissioners ;   and 
that  increase,  I  felt,  was  not  necessary. 
I  contended,  therefore,  but  in  vain,  that 
the  salary  of  the  president  ought  not  to 
be  altered ;  conceiving,  as  I  did,  that  the 
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fiinds  which,  for  diis  purpose  had  been, 
with  the  consent  of  parliament,  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  were  already 
applied  in  paying  the  first  three  com- 
missioners. Ill  181S,  a  period  of  two 
years  only,  after  this  further  agreement 
to  increase  the  allowance  for  the  board 
by  6,000/.,  a  new  addition  was  called  for. 
This  sum  of  22,000/.  devoted  to  the  sup« 
port  of  the  board,  was  now  raised  to 
S6y000l. ;  and  now,  too,  for  the  first  time^ 
further  provision  yr^  made--not  for  the 
cornDfiissioners  indeed,  but  for  the  allow- 
ances to  be  made  for  superannuations  to 
Ihe  $ecretaries  arai  other  inferior  persons 
belonging  to  the  establishment. 

Under  thevBe  circuipstances,  then,  the 
House  mu«t  aee  that  the  board  of  control 
having  begun,  as  I  may  saj,  gratuitously, 
ha/i,  step  by  step,  gone  on  increasing  m 
oPices  of  emolument  and  patronage,  until 
it  has  at  length  become  the  purchase  of  a 
parMcular  family  interest  in  this  House. 
[Hear,  hear !][    Why,  Sir,  this  is  a  fact 
which  is  notonous — it  is  proved — ^it  is  evi- 
dent, and  so  evident  that  nobody  can  deny 
it.  Here,  then,  is  aboard,  which  is  the  pur- 
phase,  I  repeat,  ofa  family  interest.  I  know 
very  well  that  it  may  be  said,  «  It  is  true 
there  are  ten  comn^issionera,  tl\er^  is  the 
president,    the  noble  marquis  oj^posite, 
the  aecretaryto  the  commissioners,  and 
the  other  coounissionets;  hutsevenof  them 
are  mere  outside  passengers.    As  for  the 
three  inajide  places,  they  are  reserved  for 
the  family/'    [A  laugh.]    And,  indeed, 
this  may  be  trply  said  to  be  the  most  do- 
mestic board  we  have  eyer  hear  d  of;  and  yet. 
Sir,  it  is  the  board  for  the  management  of 
the  afiaira  of  India.    One  sho^ild  not  have 
mweh  wondered,  had  these  family  gentle* 
n^en  faeexi  scattered  about,  through  the 
different  departments  of  tl^  public  revoi- 
nue<    ^t  no :   this  family  must  have  a 
board  to  themselves,  forsooth— no  inter- 
lopers—tPQ  strangers— but  all   quite  do- 
mestiio.     There  they  are,  Mr.  Speaker, 
a  snug,  comfortable  family  party.     [A 
laugh.]     Why,  then,  Sir,  is  this  a  board 
or  is  it  not  ?    Supposing  that  it  were  an 
object  with  any  individual  to  be  present 
while  these   three  India    commissioners 
should  he  amicably  discussing  a  Mahratta 
war,  or  some  great  question  of  Indian  po- 
licy, with  all  the  vast  machinery  of  the 
Act  before  them ;  or  supposing  that  one 
met  in  the  street  some  individual   who 
should  say  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  - 
opposite  (Mr.  Canning)  was  going  out  to 
India.    What  would  we  not  give  to  see 
4  C 
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his  iDstractiont  i  It  would  be  curious  to 
learn  in  what  manner  they  would  commu- 
nicate with  him,  to  hear  them  advise  him 
how  he  should  manage  with  this  or  that 
Hindoo  prince.  [Hear.]  But  his  in- 
structions !— -I  wonder  what  would  be  de- 
manded for  the  copyright?  I  should 
like  to  know  what  a  boolueller  would  give 
£Dr  it.  Certainly,  nothing  is  to  be  found 
in  the  annals  of  literature  that  would 
equal  the  enormous  price  that  might  be 
obtained  for  it.  But  I  know  I  shall  be 
told,  that  there  is  no  board,  in  fact,  that 
it  is  only  such  in  name ;  or,  perhaps,  that  it 
it  a  nursery  for  our  young  statesmen :  and 
really  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  be  of 
that  opinion ;  and  I  will  state  the  reason 
why.  It  happened,  Sir,  that  once  in  my 
life,  some  tew  years  ago,  I  was  secretary 
to  this  board  myself  [A  laugh,  and  cheer- 
ing]. I  protest  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  hon.  geatlemen  mean  by  this 
cheering :  but  as  I  have  been  secretary 
to  the  board,  I  did  suppose  that  I  might 
be  allowed  to  know  what  the  board  was 
doing  while  I  continu^  with  them.  At 
tliat  time.  Sir,  the  three  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Crown  were  lord  Minto, 
Mr.  Thomas  Granville,  and  my  right  hon. 
firiend  (Mr.  Tierney),  who  sits  near  me. 
I  was.  Sir,  about  thirteen  months  in  the 
situation  of  secretary ;  and  if  I  were  asked, 
I  should  say  mv  impression  Is,  that  no 
board  had  sat  aU  the  time  I  was  there ; 
and  as  I  was  secretary,  I  think  I  must 
bave  seen  it  if  there  was.  I  remember  that 
the  three  commissioners  (the  president 
and  the  two  others)  sat  in  one  room,  and 
I  sat  in  another;  sometimes  reading  the 
newspapers;  at  others,  looking  out  of  my 
window.  But,  lest  my  thirteen  montM 
experience  should  not  have  sufficiently 
qualified  me  to  speak  on  this  subject,  I 
semember  inquiring  one  day  of  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  department,  and 
Sossessii^  great  accuracy  and  means  of 
iformation,  whether,  witmn  the  memory 
of  man,  there  had  ever  been  a  board? 
He  answered,  with  great  good  nature  and 
aimplicity — *•  Not  within  my  recollection 
certainly.  [A  laugh].  The  fact  is,  I  believe 
that  the  president  or  Srst  commissioner 
sometimes  did  come  down  to  the  office,  in 
order  to  look  over  the  dispatches  that 
were  to  go  to  India.  He  had,  in  truth, 
the  power  of  re-writing  them  altc^ther, 
if  he  chose;  for  it  would  be  a  roily  to 
suppose  that  any  other  commissioner 
would  come  down  to  assist  in  correcting 
them.    The  other  commlsaioBers,  I  take 


it,  scarcely  ever  came,  except  to  receire 
their  salaries.      Sure  I  am,  that  sJl  the 
time  I  was  there,  tliere  was  not  business 
enough  for  the  situation.      [Hear!  from 
Mr.  Courtenay.]     I  am  glad  to  see  the 
hon.  secretary  to  the  board  exert  himself; 
for  as  he  gets  a  higher  salary  than  I  did, 
he  ought  to  do  something  more  for  it.    I 
do  assume,  therefore,   Sir,    that  two  of 
these  commissioners  are  perfectly  uselesa. 
But  let  the  House  observe,   that  in  the 
moUon  which  I  have  this  night  to  submit, 
I  do  not  mean  to  ^o  so  far.    I  only  ask 
the  House  to  appomt  a  committee  which 
shall  examine  into  the  question  and  report 
their  opinion  upon  it.    I  care  not  from 
which  side  of  the  House  that  committee 
may  be  selected.  The  noble  marquis,  if  he 
chooses,  may  appoint  it  himself;  and,  if  I 
should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  the 
House  with  me,  and  have  to  nominate 
my  own   committee,   the  noble  marquift 
shall    be   one  member,   the   right   horf. 
member  who  sits  near  him  another,  and 
any  Granville  that  pleases  shall  be  a  tlrird. 
My  present  object  is,  to  ascertain  this 
single  point.  If  I  am  right  in  what  I  have 
assumed  as  to  the  commissioners,  why. 
Sir,  should  those  two  gentlemen  be  allow- 
ed to  sit  in  this  House  ?    We  all  know 
that  the  statute  of  the  6th  of  Anne  says, 
that  no  person  holding  any  place  or  office 
which  shall  be  created  after  the  passing 
of  that  act,  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in 
this  House.    Why  here  are  no  less  than 
four  places,  the  possessors  of  which  have 
seats,  in  direct  violation  of  the  statute: 
they  are  the  president,  the  two  commi»* 
sioners,  and  the  secretary  of  this  board. 
Surely  it  is  a  matter  of  some  importance 
that  an  act  is  thus  infring|ed,  without  there 
being  any  case  of  necessity  made  out.    It 
is  contended,  however,  that  the  services 
of  these  gentlemen  are  highly  necessary. 
But,  if  troy  are  necessary  at  the  board  of 
control  (and  I  doubt  it),   are  they  so 
here  ?    In  this  House,  wno  ever  hears  of 
India  now-a-days  ?    After  looking  at  the 
statute  of  Anne,  are  honourable  gentle- 
men prepared  to  say,  that  these  four  per- 
sons shall  continue  to  bold  their  seats? 
Will  they  say  so,  before  it  b  proved  to 
demonstration  that  the  presence  of  these 
individuals  in  parliament  is  necessary  ?    I 
shall  now  adduce.  Sir,  the  authonty  of 
another  act  of  parliament ;  namely,  the 
15th  of  George  2nd.    Under  this  act,  the 
consideration  of  a  great  number  of  officea 
is  included ;  and  among  other  things,  it  ia 
sald|  that  a  secretary  of  state  can  havei.  in 
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tfae  Home  bat  one  under  eecretary  of 
state.     Now,    tbe  experience  of  every 
day,  as  I  admit,  proves  tbe  necessity  of 
our  having  among  us  under  secretaries. 
Nobody  doubts  the  utility  of  the  practice. 
There  can  be  no  question  among  reason- 
able men,  as  to  the  necessity  of  there 
being  official  persons  for  the  purposes  of 
information  and  inquiry.    But,  was  there 
ever  any  principle  imagined  so  contrary 
to  common  sense,  as  that  while  the  secre- 
Mry  of  state  has  but  one  under  secretary 
in  the  House,  this  new  board  should  have 
as  many  as  four  representatives  ?— -There 
being  always  (let  me  add)  a  great  deal  to 
do  in  the  office  of  a  secretary  of  state,  and 
very  little  to  do  in  that  of  a  commissioner 
for  the  affairs  of  India.    Circumstances  in 
this  respect  have  altogether    changed. 
They  are  not  now,  what  they  used  to  be 
when  lord  Melville  was  at  the  head  of  the 
board.    Then  there  was  an  Indian.budget 
and  a  regular  exposition  of  the  affairs  of 
India.    The  case  is  altogether  different  in 
these  times,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
saying,  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Cannmg)  never  above  once 
presented  himself  in  nis  official  character 
of  president  io  tbe  attention  of  the  House, 
and  that  was  on  the  occajsioa  of  his  mov- 
ing a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  marquis  of 
Hastings    for  his  military   successes  in 
India.      Admitting,  however,  that  a  ne- 
cessity could  be  shown  for  the  presence 
of  two   of  these  commissioners  in  tbe 
House  (and  two  I  think  too  many^,  to 
say,  that  four  of.  those  persons  ought  to 
have    seats   is    monstrous;    and    is    a 
doctrine  not  only  incompatible  with  com- 
mon  sense,  but  with  the  constitiuion  of 
the  country.    The  manner  in  which  so 
flagrant,  so  palpable  a  departure  from  the 
enactments  of  the  statute  of  Anne  (as 
the  very  chrcumstance  of  these  four  indi- 
viduals retaining  their  seats  in  the  House 
implies),   has  been  permitted  to    pass, 
almost  without  observation,   is  a  signal 
proof  of  the  decay  of  all  interest  amongst 
us  about  strictly  constitutional  questions. 
If  you  complain  to  a  friend  of  the  infrac- 
tion of  a  statute  you  are  reminded,  that 
the  £a8t  India  company  supplies  us  with 
such  excellent  tea  I — that  they  are  so  rich 
—they  must  be  expected  to  have  influ- 
ence.   If  you  advert  to  the .  fact  of  there 
beijrij^  four  gentleme»in  the  House  repre- 
aentmg  the  board  of  control,  you  are  told 
l^at  ttie  company  pays  them ;  that  there 
IS  nothing  to  be  dissatisfied  with :  that  it 
is  the  company's  aSair.  l^ixt,  is  the  House 


to  lit  still  and  hear  all  this  patiently.  Are 
the  East  India  company  to  become  dealers 
in  members  of  parliament?    Where,  Sir, 
is  this  influence  to  stop  ?  Here  is  a  board 
which  began  with  no  paid  members,  and 
has  now  four.    These  four  gentlemen,  I 
grant,  are  not  paid  by  the  country,  but 
by  the  Company :  so,  too,  is  the  remain- 
der of  the  department.    But,  is  there  no 
danger  in  aU  this?    26,000/.  laid  out  in 
members  of  parliament  would  make,  I  be- 
lieve, a  pretty  decent  addition  to  all  the 
nlacemen  that  already  sit  in  this  House. 
Is  it  enough  to  say,  Uiat  if  the  company 
can  support  these  appointments,  they  may 
be  kept  up  i     The  House,  however,  has 
been  told  to  look  at  the  matter  as  one  of 
economy,  as  if  the  Company  said,  '<  We 
place  26,000/.  at  your  disposal."    Now,  I 
would  call   upon  the  House  to  abolish 
these  two  commissioners,  and  to  reply  to 
the  Company,  *<  We  are  much  obliged  to 
you,  and  will  paj  S  ,000/.,  a  part  of  the 
sum,  and  which,  is  not  now  required,  into 
the  Exchequer."    By  act  of  parliament, 
the  country  is  to  have  a  share  of  the  com- 
pany's profits.    I  would  say  to  the  com- 
pany, then — still  treating  it  tea  matter 
of  economy — **  the  less  members  you  pay 
for,  tbe  more  money  the  country  will  have 
to  f^ceive  of  you.'     In  regard  to  theie 
commissioners,  the  real  question  is,  not  as 
to  who  pa^s  them,  but  as  to  their  votes. 
Look,  for  instance,  at  the  learned  doctor, 
now  on  tlie  other  side  (Dr.  Phillimore)  ; 
who  cares  by  whom  the   salary  ^f  tne 
learned  doctor  is  paid,  or  what  its  amount 
19  i    The  company  pays  him   1,500/.  a 
year ;  but,  by  the  single  circumstance  of 
his  having  crossed  the  floor,    with  his 
friends,    tne    country  has  still    to    pay 
1,500,000/.  a  year,  the  amount  of  the  salt 
tax«      But  a  very  little  while  ago,   the 
doctor  was  the  champion  for  the  repeal  of 
the  salt  tax ;  he  was  the  foremost  in  the 
field  against  it;  he  was  the  leader;  no- 
thing could  stop  him ;  he  must  and  would 
repeal  it  forthwith.    [Cries  of  **  Order, 
order,'*  accompanied  by  laughter.]    If  I 
am  wrong,  and  gentlemen  will  suggest 
any  other  name  by  which  it  'is  proper 
that  I  should  call  the  doctor,  I  will  avail 
myself  of  it ;  but  I  know  of  no  other  name 
but    the  doctor.    The  learned  civilian, 
then,  I  say  was  the  champion  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  salt  tax ;  but  now,  the  com- 
pany pays  him  1,500/.  a  year,  he  gives 
them    his    valuable    services    cheap    as 
dirt ;  but  I  am  not  goin^  into  the  Ques- 
tion whether  those  services  have  been 
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«<  Sir,  at  thli  iMthm  wm  lait  sesttob 
i^ree^  to«  and  as  the  bill  itself  was  brooght 
in,  and  in  every  step  8(^r«fed  of,  by  thli 
very  House  of  Commons,  I  sfoould  with 
great  confidence  of  soccess  rise  up  to  se- 
cond this  motion,  if  I  did  not  from  expe- 
rience know,  that  gentlemen  often  change 
their  sentiments  with  their  situation,  and 
that  a  gentleman,  after  he  becomes  a 
placeman,  begins  to  entertain  notions  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  very  difibrent  from 
Uiose  he  entertained  whilsthe  was  a  plain, 
honest  country  ffcntleman.  If  any  thing 
like  this  should  happen  in  the  present  de* 
bate,  It  may  tend  to  disappoint  the  nKM 
tion ;  but  with  all  those  who  are  neither 
placemen  nor  pensioners,  I  am  sure  li 
ought  to  be  an  argument  in  its  fiivour ;  and 
I  hope  It  will  prevail  with  iome  gentle^ 
men,  who  in  former  sessions  opposed  thti 
motion,  to  alter  their  sentiments  and  thef^ 
way  of  voting  upon  this  occasion,  when 
they  have  such  a  plain  proof  btfote  their 
eyes,  that  if  a  place  does  not  induce  a 
man  to  vote  against  his  honour  and  hia 
conscience,  it  at  least  biasses  his  judgment^^ 
and  makes  him  conclude  that  to  be  wrong 
which  before  he  thought  to  be  nght.*^ 

If  this  is  not  precisely  the  case  with  th6 
learned  doctor  and  tlie  salt  tax,  I  knb# 
not  how  one  case  can  be  like  another.  H^ 
thinks  that  to  be  wrong  now,  wbich  before 
he  declared  to  be  right,  and  advocates  the 
very  tax  which  he  was  all  for  repealing 
whilst  he  was  a  <*  plain,  honest,  couiktry 
gentleman."    But,  sir  Watkin  goes  on  itL 
the  same  prophetic  vein,  as  if  he  knew  ac- 
tuaTly  what  was  to  happen  some  day  to 
his  own  flesh  and  blood:  **  I  have,  Sir,  ais 
great  an  opinion  as  any  gentleman  cstn,  aa 
any  gentleman  ought  to  have,  of  die  ho- 
nour and  impartiality  of  those  who  vtt 
members  of  either  House  of  Parfiament ; 
but  it  is  arguing  against  common  sense, 
common  reason,  and  common  experience, 
to  pretend,  that  no  member  of  this  House 
will  be  biassed  in  his  opinion,  or  influenced 
In  his  voting  by  50(rf.,  l,000t,  or—"  and 
then,  Sir,  in  a  spirit  of  prediction,  so  ex- 
fict,  that  it  IS  a  still  more  astoniibfng  effort 
of  prophecy  thbn  eveik  the  foregoing  pari 
6f  bis  speech,  the  speaket  names  the  pre^ 
else,  identical  sum  which  was  aftei^wardi 
to  fall  to  the  lot  of  his  o#n  m»i  grand- 
son :— namely,  5,000^.—*'  SOW.,  1 ,00W.  ot 
4,000/."    He  goes  oi^,  Sir,  in  these  words : 
<<  It  has,  in  all  coontVi^y  iM  id  M  ager. 


purchased  &t  a  chtap  or  d^tfr  ratl^  Suf» 
fice  it  to  say,  that  he  and  his  frifenda  have 
lost  the  country  at  one  slab,  1,500,000/. 
There  they  are,  Sir;  and  there  is  the 
learned  doctor;  but  where  is  the  salt? 
It  is  still  the  most  expensive  artide 
this  conntry  has  to  purchase ;  and  if  the 
doctor  and  bis  hon.  friends  had  not  be* 
come  commissioners  of  the  board  of  con- 
trol, we  might  have  gained  (he  repeal  df 
the  salt  Ux.  The  difference  made  by  their 
going  over,  was  in  fact  equal  to  four 
votes ;  for  they  voted  against  us,  and  had 
formerly  voted  with  us;  and  we.  Sir, 
accordingly  lost  the  question  by  four. 

In  submitting  to  the  Hou^e  these  ob- 
servations, I  have  not  merdy  the  autho- 
rity  of  my  own  inquiries  and  conviction 
bn  the  subject,  but  I  have,  Sir,  the  son- 
port  of  those  who  were  once  the  good  old 
countrv  gentlemen  of  this  House:  and  to 
show  tnis,  I  have  brought  down  with  me  a 
specimen  of  the  opinions  of  a  gentleman 
of  this  description,  which  seem  to  have 
been  quite  prophetic  of  the  very  drcum- 
Btances  that  the  House  and  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen themselves  are  at  this  moment  hi. 
The  in^vidual  to  whom  I  allude  was  a 
country  gentleman,  who,  during  the  latter 
murt  of  tne  administration  of  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  had  been  very  active  in  sup- 
porting Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  then  in  op- 
position, and  engaged  in  endeavouring  to 
pass  a  place  bill,  as  it  was  then  called. 
The  period  at  length  arrived  when  Mr. 
Sandys  (whether  paid  by  the  Crown  or 
by  Uie  East  India  company  does  not  ap- 
pear) suddenly  went  over  to  the  party  of 
the  ministers.    The  country  gentleman  I 
speak  of,  upon  the  question  of  bringing  in 
uie  same  bill  which  Mr.  Sandys  had  usu- 
ally supported,  finding  himself  deserted 
by  the  friend  with  whom  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  concur  in  his  votes,  naturally 
enough  makes  these  observations,  which  I 
shall  trbuble  die  House  by  reading  to 
them.    I  need  not  claim  attention,  for  I 
am  sure  of  the  attention  of  the  House 
when  I  say  that  the  name  of  the  Speaker 
was  no  other  than  Sir  Watkin  Williams 
Wyna.     rCries  of  hear!  hear!  firom  Sir 
Wstkin    Williams   Wynn.}      I  do  not 
know,  Sir,  whether  I  have  unint^ntiodelfy 
given  the  hon.  baronet  offence ;  but  I  know 
this  that  no  gentleman  need  be  aatiamed 
of  the  sentiments  which  I  am  about  to 
read ;  for  they  are  such«a8*do  the  speaker 
infinite  honour.      The  speech  was  deli- 
vered on  the  Srd  of  Dec.,  1742,  on  se- 
conding the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  and  commences  in  these  words : 


•  SeeNawPiirUiriltvoLIftliiS^S. 
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been  held  a^  tfH  MabliillM  mttidffi,  thdC  i  their 
no  man  oogbt  to  be  allowed  to  sit  as  judge^ 
or  even  as  a  jurvmany  in  any  caae  ^bere 
be  is  to  get  or  lose  by  the  etent  of  the 
toit ;  and  lis  we  sit  as  judges,  almost  ib 
every  case  that  can  cdme  bdbt^  us,  be- 
tween the  people  and  their  sovereign,  ot 
those  employed  by  hhn  in  the  ex^cutiv^ 
part  of  oijfr  government,  surely  no  man 
doght  to  b^  allowed  to  sit  here  #bo  is  to 
set  or  lose  the  whole,  or  the  chief  part  of 
bis  substafice,  bv  the  jud^ent  b6  passes 
upoh  any  afiair  depending  in  this  House/' 
This  is  the  language.  Sir,  which,  eighty 
years  ago,  was  held  by  a  country  gentle- 
mao  In  this  House — a  county  member-^ 
upon  a  subject  nearly  the  same  as  that  on 
Hvhlch  I  am  now  speaking.    The  only  dif* 
ference  between  us  is,  that  th^  worthy  ba- 
ronet was  then  contending  for  tk  gen^tai  re- 
duction of  placemen  in  this  Honse ;  while 
lam  contending  for  a  committed  to  ascer- 
tain the  utility  or  inutility  of  two  only. 
My  d)ject  is  merely  that  the  House  Shall 
ascertmn  for  the  present  what  trt  the  du^ 
ties  that  these  gentlemen  faaTe  to  perform ; 
lind  1  cannot  imagine  that  they  will  reibs^ 
the  committee.    Having  no#  done  with 
the  great  men  of  thn  boa^d,  I  tirin  speak 
of  another  member  connefcted  with  it,  '^ho 
is  a  little  oiie«     I  mean,   the  secretary. 
And  this  I  can  say,  that  if  that  faon.  gen- 
tleman has  but  very  little  to  do  with  the 
arrangement  of  the  affiiirs  of  India,  he  has 
mani&ted  a  most  exemplary  attention  tb 
his  own.    Upon  what  ffrounds  he  can  bav6 
had  his  salary  raised  three  difibreni  limes, 
tintil  it  has  feacded  1,500^.,  I  catinot  ii^a- 

?ine*  When  I  was  littiiched  to  the  board 
and  I  do  not,  Mr.  Speaice^,  pretetid  to 
be  better  or  ftiore  dohscientious  than  my 
neighbours;  though  I  ne^er  h^ard  that 
any  gentlemaO  compltflned  6f  me)  I  aiked 
for  no  more  salary  tnad  I  found ;  tbitiking, 
as  I  did,  that  no  public  servant  was  ^er 
better  patid,  conAdering  how  little  I  had  to 
do.  It  is,  too,  not  a  little  singular,  that 
Che  very  afct  #hich  secm'es  th^  present  se- 
cretary bis  increased  Mttif^  fesseiis  the 
duties  of  Ms  Offic^ ;  for  l^  Its  ^ovhions^ 
alt  those  duiiei,  fb^  si^fn^  And  iet/Rhi 
despatches  ktid  sO  forth,  ti^ik  ^^blM  tO 
perform  by  deputy.  I  thlbl:.  Sir,  I  have 
made  oot  an  irresistible  case  for  loquiry ; 
imd  shall  conclude  with  moving,  ^  That  h 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committed  to  exa- 
mine into  <he  diflferent  Duties  annexed  to 
the  Office  Of  Hie  Comtdlssltfners  for  ma- 
nagmg  the  AdkM  of  Iridia,  dnd  fey  wbbnk 
Ibe  same  ate  (i^rforiAedi  and  io  rebdrt 
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Mr.  Thomas  Courtenay  said,  that  he  wai 
not  induced  to  offerhiroself  thus  early  in  the 
debate,  in  consequence  of  the  personal  re* 
ference  that  had  been  made  to  him  by  th^ 
hon.  gentleman.    He  would  leave  it  to 
those  who  were  the  authors  of  the  acts 
with  regard  to  himself,  which  were  so 
odious  to  that  hon.  gentleman,  to  answer 
him  on    that  siibject.      His   immediate 
object  in  rising  waS,  to  satisfy  the  House, 
that  a  direct  negative  ought  to  be  giveil 
to  tbe  motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman.    As 
to  himself,  he  would  only  declare  upon 
his  honour,  that  from  what'he  knew  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  he  held,  and  from  th^ 
manner  in    which  he  discharged    them 
(lind  he  regarded  it  as  a  moral  offence  to 
take  a  salary  of  which  he  was  not  deser- 
ving), that  he  looked  back  with  infinitely 
more  satisfaction  to  the  period  he  had 
occupied  the  office   of  secretary   to  the 
boara  of  control,  than  the  hon.  gentleman 
could  do,  to  the  time  during  which  be 
hehl  it.    [Hear  hear!]     From  the  mo- 
ment the  hon.  gentleman  gave  an  ibdeft- 
nife  notice  6f  a  motion  to  call  the  atten*^ 
tion  of  the  House  to  that  board  he  (Mr. 
Courtenay)  must  own  that  he  looked  with 
sofoe  antlety,  and  not  a  fittle  curioshfjr. 
to  the  mode  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
adopt  in    bringing  the  subject  forward. 
Knowing  tlie  relation  in  which  the  hon. 
prentleraan  formerly  stood  to  the  beard,  he 
indulged  at  first  m  the  expectation,  that 
he  would,  perhaps,  come  forward  and  state 
that  tbe  secretaryship,  wh^e  he  held  it^ 
Iras  an  office  of  iery  great  trust;  that  ^i 
tbe  individuals  connected  with  the  board 
performed  their  duty;   that  tfie^   were, 
therefore,  ihiitled  tb  their  Claries;   but 
thiit  the  busmess  of  th^  secretary^  as  well 
as  df  the  commissioners,  was  much  better 
performed  then  than  at  present ;  and  tnat 
these  offices  had  now  becoiiie  fittle  better 
than  sineciire  situations.    Knowing,  now* 
ever,  as  he  did,  how  the  facts  of  the  Ctfs6 
stood,  he  felt  that  his  expectation  was  too 
fiood  to  be  true.    He  then  thought  thdt^ 
^rhaps,  the  hon,  gentlecban  would  come 
td  t&e  Honse,  m  a  modest  manner,  wit^ 
hOad teased  and  coootehance  su  JTused  with 
bliisTtei^  flfiid  acknowledge  that  he  bad  him- 
self fbMerly. been  guilty  of  holding  a  sine- 
cure rioud  cne^rs,  and'^lahghter],  as  weft 
as  certain  coosiderable  persons  who,  dur- 
hig  the  time  he  had  be^n  in  oiice,  acted 
ml  preiideh^s  of  thi  boahL    tie  had  ima^ 
gbed  thft  Ibe  Hon.  genttemasi  would  have 
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siDod  forth  on  the  present  occasioo, 
luDtarily  devoting  himself  to  centoret  fer 
reeeiving  a  salary  without  performiog 
duty,  and  that  he  would  invoWe  in  one 
connuon  ruin  with  himself,  the  respectahle 
names  of  lord  Minto,  Mr.  Thomas  Gren- 
ville,  and  also  that  of  the. right  hoo.  mem- 
ber for  Knaresborough  (Mr.  Tierney), 
the  last  president  under  whom  the  hoo. 
gentleman  had  senred.  But  he  had  pur- 
sued a  more  ingenious  course.  He  had 
not  said  that  the  office  of  president  was  a 
sinecure.  The  fact  was,  he  did  not  dare 
to  joke  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
was  a  pretty  severe  practitioner  in  that 
art ;  be  certainly  knew,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  prepared  to  admit,  that 
the  office  of  president  was  a  sinecure  while 
be  held  it,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  seeins  to 
have  admitted  was  the  case,  witli  regard  to 
bis  own  office.  [Hear,  hear.j  But  though 
Che  hon*  gentleman  spared  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  /Mr.  Tiemey),.  as  wen  as  the 
other  presioents  who  filled  this,  situation, 
while  he  was  secretary,  he  scrupled  not  to 
denounce  the  two  paid  commissioners  of 
that  period,  as  holding  sinecures ;  the  one 
Mr.  Hiley  Addiogton,  not  now  living.;  the 
other  a  noble  lord  (Morpeth),  who,  owins 
to  a  proceeding  which  afforded  a  good 
specimen  of  the  taste  of  the  whigs,  was  not 
now  a  member  of  the  House,  and  with 
respect  to  whom  he  would  say,  that  there 
was  not,  in  the  whole  circle  of  public  men, 
one  less  likely  to  fail  in  performing  his  duty 
faithfully  to  his  country.  [Hear,  hear.] 
In  one  part  of  his  speech,  indeed,  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  hela  up  that  noble  lord,  as 
being  the  hwt  commissioner  who  did  any 
thine. 
Mr*  Creeoe^.-^*'  I  said  In  parliament." 
Mr.  Cawrtenay* — ^Was  it,  he  asked,  fair 
to  bring  forward  public  men  as  useless 
functionaries  of  the  state,  because  they  did 
little  in  parliament,  without  considerinff 
the  duties  they  performed  in  their  offices? 
And  could  anjr  tnins  be  done  in  parliament 
by  a  commissioner  for  the  a&irs  of  India, 
without  aprevious  attention  to  the  subject, 
in  his  office?  As  to  the  office  he  (Mr. 
Creevey)  had  held,  he  had  made  but  little 
allusion  to  it ;  no  more  than  he  could  help : 
and  dropping  all  official  manner,  and  as- 
suming the  tone  of  an  Independent  coun- 
try gentleman,  he  appeared  on  this  occa- 
sion before  the  House,  to  call  for  the  abo- 
lition of  one  of  the  commissionerships,  as 
a  useless  and  unnecessary  office,  and  for  a 
parliamentary  inouiry  to  establish  the  &ct ; 
a  proceedmg  which  the  House  well  knew 
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they  ought  never  to  support,  unle«  such 
a  strong  case  were  made  out,  that  the  coin- 
mittee  were  not  unlikely  to  con»e  to  a  de* 
cision  in  favoiur  of  the  view  taken  of  the 
question  by  the  person  who  proposed  it.— 
Mr.  Courtenay  next  proceeded  to  show, 
as  he  was  confident  he  could,  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  granting  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  eentleman;  and  this  he  would 
shew,  by  the  information  he  should  afford 
the  House  respecting  the  nature  and  im- 
portance of  the  duties  of  th^  India  board, 
which  a  service  of  nearly  ten  years  in  the 
office  he  then  held,  rendered  hiip  compo'* 
tent  to  afford.    The  hon.  gentleman  had 
truly  said,  that  on  the  institution  of  this 
board  in  1784,  the  members  of  it  did  not 
receive  salaries;  but  it  was  also  true,  that 
they  received  salaries  from  other  offices. 
One  of  the  situations  held  by  the  com- 
missioners,   not  to  mention  the    othera 
which  had  been  held  by  theni,  was  that  of 
joint  paymaater^generaJ.    It  was  perfectly 
true,  that  thatsystein  of  remunerating  ^ha 
president  and  commissioners  by  salaries 
attached  to  their  offices,  first  commence 
under  the  act  of  1793,  and  these  salaries 
had  continued  from  timt  time  at  the  same 
amount  excepting  the  president's.     The 
bon.  gentleman  was,  however,  altogether 
wrong  in  his  statemept,  that,  the  bojard 
was  instituted  in  consequence  of  a  bargain 
made  with  the  company  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1784;    for  the  charter  was  renewed  in 
1781,  and  the  board  afterwards  established 
was  forced  upon  the  company  by  the  act 
of  1784.    This  was  a  circumstance  which, 
though  not  very  material,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  mention,  as  shewing   that  the 
bon.  gentleman  had,  in  the  commencement 
of  his  speech,  set  out  in  error.    He  would 
now  explain  to  the  House  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  duties  which  the  board  of 
commissioners  had  to  perform;   and  in 
doing  so,  he  would  not  trespass  any  longer 
on  the  attention  of  the  House  than  was 
necessary.     He  need  not  point  out  the 
immense  extent  of  the  empire  in  India, 
which  was  especially  placed  under  the 
care  of  this  board :  but  he  must  observe, 
that  if  the  House  measured  the  impor- 
tance of  the  duties  entrusted  to  it,  merely 
with  reference  to  the  magnitude  of  those 
territorial  possessions,  by  a  comparison 
with  the  extent  of  this  kingdom,  or  of  any 
other  state  with  which  they  were   ac- 
quainted, they  would  fkW  into  a  great 
mistake,  because  there  was  in.  the  British 
possessions  in  India,  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  system  by  which  its  public  .i^ra 
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was  ftdministered,  a  far  greater  quaAtitj 
of  business  to  be  transacted  than  was 
known  to  any  other  empire.  [Hear.]  It 
gave  infioitely  more  trouble  than  the 
ai&irs  of  any  other  government  which  are 
managed  at  a  distance.  There  was  not 
In  that  country^  an  extensive  body  of 
voluntary  functionaries  to  conduct  its 
police,  to  administer  justice,  and  to  super- 
intend the  collection  of  the  public  revenue 
on  whom  so  much  reliance  was  placed  In 
other  countries,  and  whose  conductseldom 
came  before  the  government,  unless  some 
grievance  was  complained  of.  The  whole 
details  of  our  governments  in  India ;  everr 
part  of  Its  transactions,  extendmg  to  all 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  local 
offices,  are  in  the  first  instance,  examined 
by  the  difierent  public  boards,  at  the  dif- 
ferent presidencies,  and  afterwards  con- 
sidered by  the  governments.  Every 
sinsle  act  of  the  judges,  the  magistrates, 
and  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  became 
a  matter  of  discussion  at  the  presidencies. 
All  that  has  passed  on  the  various  subjects 
thus  brought  before  the  governing  autho- 
rities In  India,  are  in  most  Instances  com- 
municated at  length  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, who  frame  their  Instructions  thereon, 
which,  with  all  the  necessary  documents 
are  subsequently  brought  to  the  view  of 
the  India  board,  whose  duty  It  b  to  exer- 
cise a  constant,  systematic,  and  minute 
control,  in  regard  to  all  quesUons  thus 
brought  under  their  consideration.  The 
hon.  member  said,  he  knew  of  no  such 
thing;  but  he  (^Mr.  Courteoay)  would 
maintain,  that  this  dut^  was  constantly, 
systematically,  and  minutely  peiformed 
by  the  board.  Let  not  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, or  the  right  hon.  member  for  Knares- 
borough  (Mr.  Tiemey),  suppose  he  was 
imputmg  blame  to  him,  or  to  any  of  those 
by  whom  so  minute  a  control  had  not 
been  exercised.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
board  had  taken  a  great  while  to  grow  up 
to  its  present  importance;  and  how  it  had 
acqtiired  that  importance,  he  should  pre- 
sently explain.  He  declared  to  God,  that 
if  he  were  giving  evideiice  in  a  court  of 
justice,  he  could  say  no  more  than  be  was 
then  stating.  Considering  the  short 
period  thoke  gentlemen  had  been  In  office, 
any  censure  could  not  be  attached  to  them, 
on  account  of  the  board  not  having  been 
durinff  their  time.  In  so  efficient  a  state  as 
it  bad  since  become:  for  it  required  at 
least  three  or  four  years  to  obtain  that 
knowledge  of  the  general  business  of  the 
'oflcoi  to  initiate  a  person  In  the  duties  of 


It,  and  to  render  him  at  all  effective. 
[Hear.]  Nor  had  he  any  hesitation  in' 
sutinff  that  it  was  not  till  the  year  1807, 
that  the  system  of  control  was  carried  into 
effect^  with  any  thing  like  the  care  and 
minuteness  with  which  iris  now  exercised ; 
that  until  that  year,  it  had  not  even  began 
to  assume  any  shape  or  form,  more  espe- 
cially in  those  ^eat  and  difficult  brancttes 
of  indian  detail  relating  to  the  Internal 
administration  of  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  member  for  Knaresborough  (Mr. 
Tiemey),  In  a  discussion  which  occurred 
some  years  ago,  remarked,  that  **  It  was 
easy  for  any  officer  to  make  business,  and 
bring  his  department  into  notice,  if  he 
pleased."  He  might,  perhaps,  think  that 
this  was  the  case  In  the  board  of  control. 
[Mr.  Tiemey  said  across  the  table,  <<  I 
was  speaking  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy's 
department.  ]  Mr.  Courtenay  would 
only  say  that  If  any  such  Idea  bad  been 
formed  "by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  with 
respect  to  the  India  control  department, 
he  should  have  been  at  issue  with  him. 
He  could  affirm,  that  there  had  been  no 
desire  In  that  quarter,  to  create  unneces- 
sary work,  and  that  the  increase  of  duties 
had  arisen  from  very  different  causes.  He 
also  trusted  that  no  one  would  impute  any 
such  unworthy  motive  to  those  who  had 
the  management  of  affisiirs  in  the  India 
board,  as  a  disposition  to  make  a  shew  of 
details,  in  order  to  give  their  offices  a 
conseouence  they  did  not  in  reality  pos- 
sess, for  the  purpose  of  retaining  their 
salaries.  He  would  observe,  that  l^tween 
the  years  1784  and  179S,  a  great  and  im- 
portant plan  had  been  undertaken  for  the 
administration  of  the  land  revenues  in 
Bengal,  which  was  technically  called  "  the 
permanent  settlement  :**  in  the  origination 
of  which,  the  India  board  was  a  chief 

Earty,  and  which  was  carried  Into  effi&ct 
y  lord  Comwallis,  in  the  year  1798.  A 
new  system  for  the  administration  of  ius- 
tice  in  the  provinces  was  also  estabh'shed, 
at  that  period ;  and  it  was  certainly  a  long 
time  after  the  adoption  of  both  these 
systems,  that  any  close  attention  was 
given  by  the  court  of  directors,  or  the 
board  of  control,  to  the  revenue  and  ju^- 
diclal  affiurs  of  India.  The  board  remain- 
ed entirely  ignorant  of  the  operation  of 
the  measure  which  had  been  carried  Into 
execution,  in  both  those  great  depart- 
ments. They  knew  not  whether  those 
measures  were  acceptable  or  not  to  the 
natives;  whether  thejr  had  accomplished 
the  objects  they  had  in  vieW|  of  raisii^  a 
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land  rfiyenpey  wi|hoat  inoonvenieDC*  or 
opprcMion  lo  the  cootributort,  aod  of  af- 
roraing  to  the  great  body  of  the  population 
a  better,  a  cheaper,  a  more  expeditiou3 
and  a  purer  administration  of  juftH:e,  than 
before.  But  in  the  year  X807  a  great 
change  Iq  thii  respect,  took  place  in  the 
efficiency  of  the  board  of  commissioners, 
and  in  tbe  exercise  of  their  control,  also, 
pver  the  other  branches  of  India  concerns, 
which  arose  out  of  a  circumstance,  app<^* 
rently  triflinff  in  itsdf,  tiz.  an  arrange- 
foent  adopted  for  conducting  the  bosine^ 
0^  tl^^  office,  the  merits  of  which  wer^ 
^tributable  to  the  prefent  lord  MeWill^ 
then  at  the  head  of  the  board,  apd  still 
inqre,  perhaps,  to  the  hon.  member  for 
Que^boroMgh  (Mr.  Holford),  wl^o  wai 
ihen  the  secretary.  The  business  of  the 
office  was,  by  thip  arrapgemen^t,  divided 
ipto  different  departments,  correspondiog 
iffitb  U>o  departments  of  the  Indian^  go- 
iwfpi^fnts ;  and  sipce  that  time,  he  could 
say  that  every  paragraph  of  the  dispatqhef 
Uom  India,  as  well  as  those  transmitted 
thither,  bad  beea  subjected  to  the  mpst 
careful,  and  he  might  in  some  respects 
say,  enlightened  investigation.  When 
th|i  arraiyement  was  fqrmed,  the  revenue 
and  judicial  affiilrs  of  India,  complicated 
Md  diffcuU  as  they  ara»  were  subjects, 
fumopt  neir  |c  the  board.  They  were  new 
flso  to  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  board; 
Und  it  had  been  taken  for  granted,  that 
whttt  had  been  done  by  Mr.  ritt  and  Iprd 
ConiiwalMs,  in  resard  to  the  internal  g^ 
yenmient  of  Impa,  was  perfectly  right, 
1M»4  pe^d^d  no  revi^oo*  He  could  not, 
he  said,  copse  to  this  spatter,  witl^put 
pausing  U>  pay  ^  tribute  to  the  great 
n^f^rit  pf  an  individual-  He  had  seen  a 
piiHis  paisi^g  over  the  cpuntenaoces  of 
^tm^  gentlemen,  when  he  had  ascribed, 
jus^  naw,  particular  merit  to  a  former  se- 
Cretarj,  (Mr.  Holfprd)  far  the  share  he 
l^ld  in  introducing  the  arrangement  he 
lia<l  d^cribed.  The  merit  which  h^  sbould 

?Qm.  f  pieak  of,  was  that  of  a  clerk ;  and 
p  should  be  the  most  unjust  and  ungrate- 
ful of  men,  if  he  were  to  pass  on,  without 
^f  prpfsiog  hi^  ffpnae  of  obligation  dne  to 
a  f  ^Qfoao  ](pow9  to  the  mep^ars  of 
of  ^  H9U«Bi  ^e  meant  Mr-  Cvmpiiog 
(hear,  boiMr) ;  iisbai,  under  the  arrangement 
9f  1807>  w#8  appointed  ip  the  bead  pf  thp 
rpveAoe  apd  judicial  deparMnent^.  To 
bim,  by  his  extraordinary  labours  and  in- 
telligence, belonged  thp  merit  of  having 
been  the  iam  person  who  called  the  atten- 
|i«p  pf  Ae  board  to  the  practicju  open- 


Mopi  of  esistMig  ayatema  in  those  great 
depaftments  or  the  Indian  governments; 
and  the  efect  of  bis  representations,  waa 
to  bring  into  the  office  a  load  of  important 
business,  which  could  no  more  be  compa- 
red with  that  which  existed  whpn  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tiemey)  was  la 
office,  than  the  business  of  the  county  of 
Rutland,  to  the  whole  business  pf  Great 
Britain.  The  course  now  pursued  In 
rpgard  to  the  revenue  and  judicial  busi- 
ness of  the  office  wat,  that  every  thing 
which  can^p  up  fropi  thp  India  Upuse  in 
thpse  departments,  went  through  the 
exan^inatioo  of  tbo  ?ery  mf  pitoHous  in*- 
yidual  t\^  bad  pamed-  The  proposed  dia- 
patches  in  the  otber  dfjpartipeots  were 
a^so  brpught  under  theinspectipo  of  other 
persG^n^,  of  ^o  ordinary  talents,  intelli- 
gence and  induatry.  Howefer  worthy 
of  attention  thp  rpmarks  and  obaervatlona 
of  thp^e  gentlpnaen  mi^ht  be,  still  it  was 
not  ip  be  supposed  that  their  opinions  !vere 
to  be  implicitly  adopted,  or  without  due 
consideration  in  other  quarters.  Caution 
on  this  point,  was  the  more  necessary, 
when  it  is  bprpe  in  mind  that  thpy  m^ht 
go  to  set  aside  the  views  and  determina- 
tions of  the  twpnty-four  directom,  many 
of  whopi  pospesaedpecuVar  knowledge  on 
Indian  subjppta,  pad  thp  o^eana  of  well 
qpalifying  them  to  judge  on  all  matters 
brou^l  UPder  their  attention.  It  was 
npt,  ihiarefore,  to  be  imagined  that  the 
decisi^vps  of  such  men  would  be  thrown 
by,  on  the  mere  shewing  of  any  clerk  in 
tpo.  In^  board  office,  l^w^er  well  infoc- 
P)p4  Without  meaninig  to  assume  any 
partioplar  merit  to  himself,  he  «vas  bouad 
to  declare  that  he  had  paid  as  much  at- 
tentipp  %o  bia  duty,  as  could  be  expected 
pf  hini,  and  sometimes  .to  the  injury  pf 
hjs  health ;  but  he  mu«t  confess  his  utter 
incapacity  to  go  through  the  whole  busi- 
ness pf  the  office,  befbrp  it  passed  to  the 
president;  to  tal^e  an  elaba^atp  view  of 
ell  the  various  subjects  that  were  from 
time  to  tipie  brought  forward  fropi  the 
djfllerent  d^>artments,  and  to  give  to  each 
that  attention  that  could  bring  him  to 
submit  a  fixed  opinion  to  the  prpsident. 
It  was  here,  then,  that  thp  duties  of  th(e 
other  copunissionera  begun:  and  hp 
would  venture  to  affirm  that  thp  assistance 
they  had  afforded  was  very  valuable  and 
impprtant.  To  go  no  further  back  than 
the  short  pionth  which  had  elapsed  since 
the  appointment  of  the  present  commis- 
sioners, spreral  cases  df  peculiar  Impor- 
tance, caaMofnviiyeaalioni  iiiyolvio|CQO» 
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•id^mtioiis  of  greftt  iafeerett,  and  odwiu 
ting  of  no  delay,  had  been  disposed  of. 
With  respect  to  the  late  commissioners, 
very  material  aid  and  service  had  been  de- 
rived fromtbemember  for  Rochester  Hord 
Binning),  who  had  with  the  besterocty 
devoted  his  particolar  attention  to  the  con- 
oeros  of  the  judicial  and  revenue  depart- 
ll|en^^^  having  mastered  the  extensive  and 
arduous  businestof  diemi  toa  deffreewhich 
did  that  noble  lord  high  credit     The 
right  hon.  member  for  Christchurch,  (Mr. 
Siurges  Bourne)  was  the  other  paid  com- 
missioner,  whose  judicial  habits,  and  whose 
clear  and  upright  understanding  had  beea 
of  tlje  greatest  use  and  importance,  more 
espepialty  on  legal  questions,  on  which  it 
was  necessary  to  go  through  large  bodies 
of  evidence,  and  to  consider,  not  mereiv 
the  justice  of  the  sentence  pronounced, 
but  the  purity  of  the  Courta  in  which  they 
were  proooonced.    He  was  not  spueaking 
at  random;  he  was  referring  to  actuiu 
cases.     All  this  was  in  the  .ordinary  ad- 
miinstration  of  the  affiurs  of  India  t  and 
ought  to  have  been  done  from  the  early 
etUblishment  of  the  board,  though  that 
this  was  pot  done  was  to  be  attributed 
more  to  spcident,  than  to  anything  else. 
But  in  addition  to  the  business  that  has 
been  described,  a  very  considerable  in- 
crease had   been  thrown  on  the  board 
l^y  the  charter  of  1818.    By  that  act,  the 
duty  was  cast  upon  the  board  of  protect^ 
in^  and  watchbg  over  the  interests  of  the 
private  trader.      The  confusion  of  the 
two  cliaracters  of  sovereign  and  merchant 
in  the  company,  which  had  long  prevailed, 
aaposed  the  company,  sometimes  unjustly, 
and  sometimes  justly,  to  much  obloquy ; 
but  by  that  charter  this  incooveDieoce  was 
removed,  and  no  case  of  collusion  be- 
tween the  compan V  and  the  private  traders 
bad  occurred.    This  alteration  in  the  sys- 
tem had,  however,  occasioned  much  new 
bufiness  in  the  India  office,  upon  which  it 
rested  to  answer  applications  from  per- 
aons  desirous  of  going  out  to  India;  to 
inquire  into  their  views  in  that  country, 
and  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing them  permission  to  proceed  to  it.   Un- 
der this  head,  questions  also  auite  new  had 
arisen,  as  %o  demands  for  such  permission. 
This  branch  of  busineas  alone  occupied 
considerable   attention.   ,  The    business 
of  the  board  had  been  also  in  another  re- 
•pect,  augmented  by  the  Charter  act  of 
181S :   he  referred  to  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment  provided,  for  by  that  act. 
)Ie  (Mr.  CoimfiDay)  dedicaud  as  much 


time  imd  attention  as  it  was  in  his  power 
to  do,  to  the  business  of  the  office,  even 
as  he  had  said,  to  the  injury  of  hie  health ; 
but  he  must  repeat,  he  found  it  qaife  im^ 
posnble  to  read  over  and  consider  all  the 
mass  of  papers,  in  diffinrent  departments, 
that  were  brought  before  him.    It  was, 
however,  abeoiatdy  necessary,  before  the 
subjects  were  submitted  to  the  president, 
thai  the  metevial  parts  of  the  papers  should 
be  pointed  out  to  him  by  proper  persons. 
To  say  that  one,  two  or  thne  commie-' 
siooers  sboald  be  reduced,  and  tint  the 
business  of  the  board  could  be  then  got 
throogh  in  a  satisfoctory  manner,  was  to 
say  what  it  was  impracticf^)le  could  be. 
If  there  were  six  commisnoners  to-nior-^ 
row,  instead  of  three,  he  would  undertake 
to  give  theai  as  mtidi  business  as*would 
affoMrd  fkdl  eosployment  to  each  of  themp 
for  a  fortnight.  [A  laugh.]    On  the  other 
hand,  if  there  should  be  found  one  com- 
missioner who  was  -not  idle,  but  worked 
dapr  and  night;  was  never  hungry,  nor 
thirsty,  nor  tired,  nor  sleepy ;  he  might, 
no  doubt,  get  through  the   work  to  be 
done,  in  half  the  ordinary  time,  and  might 
^do  as  well  as  two;  but  then  he  ought  to 
have  a  double  saiary  for  such  exertions 
[Hear,  hear!].     The  papers  that  came 
before  the  board  were  or  a  very  different 
description  from  mere  dispatdies:  they 
were  of  the  most  voluminous  kind.  **  Why, 
that,  sir,''  (said  Mr.  Courtenay,  pointing 
to  a  huge  bundle  of  papers  on  the  table  of 
the   House)    **  would  be   but   a  mere 
abridgment  that  would  be  given  to  a  junior 
clerk  to  examine."    He  had  been  told  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  no  boards  were 
held  by  the  commissioners;  admitting, 
however,  as  he  did,  that  none  were  held 
in  his  time,  but  observing  that  it  was  the 
practice  in  other  departments  of  go? em- 
inent to  hold  boards  for  the  genenu  trans- 
action   of    business.      Now    bis    (Mr. 
Courtenay's)    lungs,   which  were  nearly 
worn  out'already  by  his  exertions,  would 
not  ^llow  of  his  reading  a  ty the  of  the 
papers  in  the  office  necessary  to  be  read 
at  the  board,  according  to  this  mode  of 
doing  businett.    He  oo^  as  easily  read 
all  those  voluminous  documents  aloud,  as 
repeat  them  by  heart.    All  the  board  can 
do  is  to  meet  and  distribute  the  businesa 
among  themselves,  previous  to  the  final 
dispoMl  of  it  by  the  president.    While  hia 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning),  was  pre- 
sident, who  was  notfiriendly  to  mere  form, 
he  seldom  went  into  the  board-room.     It 
was  not  the  custom  for  the  president  ta 
4D 
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•if  ioi  statd  at  one  end  of  a  table,  with  tlie 
Qther  two  eommittioiiert  on  eacb  vie  of 
yim,  and  the  secretary  al  tbe  other  end» 
with  a  pen  behind  his  ear,  ettber  reading 
ever  masses  of  paper,  m  watting  to  take 
ipiautes  of  their  proceedinga.  But  it  did 
not  follow,  that  beeaase  these  forms  vreiv 
diflpented  with,  that  the  bosiness  of  the 
board  waa  less  efficiently  carried  on  ki  the 
mode  he  had  described ;  and  with  a  con- 
slaat  comfiaunicatioa  existing  between  the 
president,  the  cooMnissionera,  and  the  se^ 
evetar^,  on  all  ibatlers  that  required  their 
altantion.  The  eooKnisstoners  did  not 
adopt  all  the  forms  of  a  board ;  but  they 
left  doneef  4heir  duties  anperfomied  t  nor 
eottld  th^  possibly  be  perfbrned  efici* 
entiy  in  that  way  [Hear,  h^rl].  On 
tfie  paritaoMntary  point  respecting  tbe 
propriety  oi  the  secratary  and  the  oom« 
aMsoieaciw  holding  seats  in  that  House,  it 
forawd  a  distinct  question  from  that  now 
linder  discussion ;  it  was  not  his  intention, 
riierefore,  now  to  say  any  thing  on  that 
stibject.  It  had,  he  remembered,  been 
noticed  last  year  by  the  hon.  msmber  for 
Shrewsbury  (Mr.  G«  Bennet),  who  had 
given  notice  that  he  sho%dd  a^n  bring  it 
on ;  and  whenever  it  was  specifioaUy  intro* 
duced  to  the  Houde,  he  (Mr.  Courtenay) 
wotild  be  ready  te  meet  the  arguments 
that  rot^t  be  advanced  by  tbe  hon.  mefUK 
ber  (Mr.  G.  Bennet),  and  which  had  been 
adduced  in  this  night's  discussion  by  the 
mover  of  the  question.  On  a  former  oe- 
casion  that  hon. gentleman  (Mr. Bennet), 
with  less  than  his  usual  courtesy,  had  ob« 
served  that  he  (Mr.  Courtenay)  and  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Binning)  were  of  no 
use  in  that  House,  or  elsewhere  [Hear, 
hear !].  The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Cre^vey ) 
who  had  introduced  the  ndotlon  now  be- 
fore the  House,  had  asked  **  of  what  use 
were  those  persons  connected  with  the 
board  of  control,  in  parliament  ?"  His 
answer  was,  that  they  were  there,  to  an- 
swer all  inquiries  respecting  the  depart- 
ment to  which  they  belonged,  and  to  at- 
tend to  the  progress  of  afi  bills  in  that 
Hocwe  connected  with  it.  But  did  not 
Ae  hon.  gentleman  know,  that  there  had 
been  introduced  into  the  House  a  variety^ 
of  billa  relative  te>  India  smoe  Uie  passhie 
of  tlie  charter,  sevend  of  which  he  had 
drawn  up  himself?  And  both  he  and  hit 
noble  fnend  (lord  Bhming)  bad  attended 
in  their  f^aoes,  to  gi^  explanations  snd 
answer  oMections  to  those  biHr:  but  nene- 
were  made  to  them*  But  who  was  to 
blanAe  for  this,  or  was  there  any  Uame^ 


The  prekunpdon  was,  ^lat  these  bills  wertf 
proper  bills  and  correctly  framed ;  and  it 
was  worthy  of  remaric,  that  the  Charter 
act  of  181S,  though  it  contained  two  hun«' 
dred  danses,  no  expkinatory  bill  bad  beetf 
broti^ht  in  respectmg  it,  except  en  one 
very  immaterial  point.  If,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  they  had  brouaht  in  s«ich  a  bungfinif 
bill  as  required  conmnri  atnendment,  the^ 
hon.  gentleman  would  then  have  said, 
^  Oh,  we  mast  have  commiseloriers,  for 
there  it  now  much  India  business  in  par- 
liaaseDt  to  attend  to."  But  was  it  not,  im 
the  first  instance,  better  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  constantly  calling  tbe  atten- 
tion of  parlisment  to  India  matters,  bf 
having  the  duties  oonnected  with  the 
board  of  commissioners  properly  and  carei* 
folly  executed  ?  With  reg»'d  to  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  India  budget,  he  need 
hardly  observe  what  a  dull  and  disagree- 
able subject  it  had  been  considered  in  that 
House ;  and  he  feared  would  be  so  const- 
deifbd,  unless,  indeed,  it  were  introduced 
by  a  humorous  speech,  like  that  they  had 
this  evening  heard  from  the  hon.  member 
(  Mr.  Creevey ) .  How  few  gentlemen  had 
ever  sat  out  a  discussion  on  tbe  India 
budget !  The  subject  of  Indie,  the  hon. 
member  well  knew  was  a  tiresome  one  in 
that  House ;  one  to  which  members  paid 
little  regard.  It  was  on  this  account,  that 
the  practice  of  making  budget  speeches 
had  been  of  late  ^ ears  discontinued.  But 
the  papers  on  which  the  budgets  had  been 
founded  were  still  Isid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  printed ;  and  if  any  informa- 
tion were  required  from  members  respect- 
ing  those  papers,  there  were  those  present 
always,  ready  to  afford  it ;  but  he  thought 
that  tbe  time  and  attention  of  the  House 
of  Commons  was  quite  enough  occupied, 
without  throwing  away  a  day  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  topic  that  would  be  sure  to 
drive  gentlemen  awi^  from  it.  The  hOn. 
member  (Mr.  Courtenay)  concluded  hia 
speech  by  saying  that  he  trusted  he  had 
established  su&ient  grounds,  to  induce 
the  House  to  negative  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Creevey),  and  to  con- 
vince members  that  the  two  comatiisttoners 
of  the  board  wereessentiallv  necessary  for 
carrying  into  execufiott  tne  objects  for 
which  it  had  been  hi^tuted.  As  a  proof 
of  this  necessity,  he  might  mention,  that 
at  that  moment  tliere  were  most  iinport- 
ant  measures  growing  out  of  the  late  Mah- 
ratta  war  which  were  under  the  considfra^ 
tton  of  the  board :  tbe  papers  respecting 
whidi  fbrmed  such  a^munutioaa  and  »^ 
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Vicat^  €olitclioti  ofiaitttr,  Uiai  if  ihe  •*- 
tjiUDoe  of  two  cotnmuMooers  were  to  be 
teJL^a  away»  it  wo^ld  be  iaaprectieaUe  for 
hie  right  bon.  friend  (  Mr.  WyoiO  to  sel 
through  the  beaioefs  of  bts  office*  Ko 
(Mr*  Courtcnajr)  also  expected  that 
withia  the  oeJtt  tix  months,  ditpatchea 
would  probably  be  tubmitted  to  the 
board,  for  traaimission  to  India,  on  lome 
revenue  and  judicial  questions  of  very 
apecial  importance,  most  intimately  affect** 
ia^  the  wel&re  and  prosperity  of  our  af- 
fairs in  a  considerable  poruon  of  the  Ben- 
gal pvovinoes.  He  thouf^ht  he  had  shown 
sufficient  grounds  to  the  House  for  rc|ect- 
iog  ^he  BV)tion ;  and  he  really  did  not  ex- 
pect that  iho  hen.  gentleman^  fifteen  years 
after  <|uittinff  Uie  situation  in  which  he 
bid  acquired  the  ignorance  upon  which 
be  founded  hb  motion  [a  laugh] ,  would 
have  brought  forward  such  a  motion  ito 
the  present.  He  should  meet  it  by  a  di* 
red  negative  [Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  aaid,  he  felt  no  wish  to 
conceal  any  Opinion  he  entertained  on  this 
aobjeot,  or  to  withhold  from  the  House 
0ny  inforooalion  he  could  give,  with  re* 
spect  to  the  office  in  question.  He  was 
as  wnoraot  of  ihe  nature  of  the  motion^ 
natiT  irithin  the  last  two  or  three  hours^ 
4s  the  hen*  aecretary  himself,  aad  there- 
fipre  hd  was  as  muca  taken  by  surprjse 
add  htti  as  little  time  to  prepare  hiaiielf 
as  thit  boo*  gentleman.  But,  however 
taken  by  surpnsei  or  however  unpreparedf 
be  would  detail  every  thhag  which  hap- 
pened while  ho  was  in  that  office,  with  aa 
atrbt  an  attention  to  truth  as  possible. 
The  present  asoison  seemed  to  embrace 
two  objeots  (  one,  to  inquire  how  far  it 
waa  neoeaaary  to  continue  the  number  of 
members  now  in  the  board  of  control ;  the 
other,  assuming  the  fact  that  so  man^ 
ought  to  remain,  to  eonsider  whether  it 
was  proper  that  the  same  number  should 
oootinoe  to  have  aeats  in  parliament? 
These  appealed  to  him  to  be  the  two  o\h 
jocts  of  th«  motion  ;  and  he  thought  they 
were  extremely  fair  ones.  As  to  the  im^ 
portaace  of  tM  board  of  control,  no  per-i 
•on  respected  that  institution  more  than 
he  did,  or  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
weight  of  buaioess  that  pressed  upon  it* 
But  she  question  lor  the  House  was^  whe^ 
tber  those  duties  required  three  eommis- 
aionofa,  or  could  be  perfoimcd  by  a  more 
limitod  number  ?  And,  so  &r  as  his  ex«- 
Mnence  went  in  1807,  he  declared  upon  hia 
MnOur,  that  he  did  not  think  three  com- 
I  morejiicaasary ;  for  during  the 


period  to  whicb  he  allndedi  rto  board*  in 
the  atrict  sense  of  the  word,  was  held.    It 
was  true,  that  he  was  in  constant  commut 
nication  with  the  other  two  eommissioners  ( 
th^  compared  notes  together,  and  the 
result  was  exactly  the  same  to  the  public 
as  if  a  board  had  met  [Hear!].    With 
reject  to  his  ivoble  friend  (lord  Morpeth ) 
and  his  hon.  friend  who  was  now  unfortu« 
nately  no  nu>re  (Mr^  H.  Addington),  .ho 
must  sav,  that  from  them  he  received  most 
paaterial  assistance*    But  thoush  he  re<> 
ceived  valuable  assistance  from  lord  Mor* 
peth,  and  though  when  he  called  for  the 
aid  of  his  hon.  Friend,  it  was  kindly  and 
promptljT  rendered  in  the  judicial  departs 
ment,  still  the  mass  of  business  and  the 
weight  of  responsibility  rested  on  him- 
self.   And  he  felt  that  that  man  would  be 
unworthy  of  fulfilling  such  a  situation^  if 
he  shrank  from  the  heavy  responsibility 
which  was  attached  to  it.    He  thought  so 
at  the  time,  and  he  held  the  same  opinfon 
now*    Let  any  paper  be  shown  to  him^ 
bearing  his  signature,  and  no  matter  by 
what  other  gentleman  it  was  signed,  he 
heldhims^fresponsibleforit.  Butthehon* 
secretary  had  argued,  that  the  labour  was 
greater  now  than  formerly—that  the  dis9> 
patches  from  India  were  ndt,  some  years 
t^Of  liable  to  tha  same  minute  investiga«- 
tion  which  they  now  experienced.    AU 
he  could  say  was,  that  he  knew  of  no  die* 
patchea«--that  he  knew  of  no  department 
of  Indian  affairs— that  did  not  receive  due 
and  proper  attention.    And  he  would  take 
leave  to  say,  that  without  such  able  and 
intelligent  clerks  as  the  board  possessedi 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  three, 
or  even  ten  commissioners,  to  Itavo  gone 
through  the  business.    The  House  were^ 
however,  led  into  error,  when  they  mere 
told  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  secretary 
and  the  commissioners  to  read  all  the 
papers.    How  stood  the  fact  ?    Before  a 
stateipent  came  up,  it  was  sifted  at  the 
India  House  by  some  of  the  most  intelli* 
gent  men  that  could  be  found  in  anv  si- 
tnation ;  when  it  was  there  lifted,  and  the 
points  at  issue  marked  out,  it  underwent 
another  revision  by  persons  of  equal  or 
greater  capacity  at  the  bodrd  of  control  \ 
so  that  before  it  was  submitted  to  the 
presidenti  a  great  part  of  the  labour  wai 
removed,  if  he  bad  confidence  in  the  per« 
sons  through  whose  hands  it  had   gone. 
And  he  believed,  that  nothing  like  neg- 
lect or  foul  play  could  be  attributed  to 
the  clerks  of  the  India  House  or  of  the 
board  of  coatroL      Every  thipg  in  dis- 
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pate  was  rairly  tnd  diitinctly  marked,  aod 
Drouffbty  in  the  clearest  manner,  under 
the  observatiM  of  the  president.  In  hit 
opinion,  the  hon.  secretarjr  moat  ha?e 
made  a  mistake,  when  he  said  that  two  or 
three  years  were  necessary  for  initia- 
tion into  the  duties  of  the  board.  It 
was  a  most  extraordinanr  position.  If  it 
were  correct,  then,  in  aU  changes  of  the 
board,  one  person,  who  had  served  his 
apprenticeship,  should  certainly  be  left 
to  instruct  tne  new  comers.  But  here, 
three  gentlemen  were  sent  to  the  right 
about,  and  three  others  were  placed  in 
their  situations,  who,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  the  hon.  secretary,  could 
know  nothing  of  the  duties  they  were  se- 
lected to  perform.  When  he  (Mr.  T.) 
entered  the  office,  he  was  in  some  degree 
qualified  for  it;  for  he  had  previousljr 
taken  a  fancy— gentlemen  would  think  it 
rather  a  curious  one— to  go  through  a 
aeries  of  Indian  subjects.  He,  therefore, 
came  to  the  study  of  his  duties  with^ome 
degree  of  advantage.  But  he  must  de- 
clare, that  he  never  did  undertake,  and 
perhaps  never  would,  any  office  more  ar- 
duous in  appearance  than  the  board  of 
controL  He  adcnowledged  the  assist- 
ance he  received  from  two  of  the  com- 
missioners; but  still  he  thouffht  that  three 
were  unnecessary.  He  would  go  further, 
and  say,  that  not  only  waa  there  time  for 
the  president  to  spare,  but,  in  his  opinion, 
an  amendment  might  very  properly  be 
offered  to  the  present  motion,  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  consolidating  with  this  board  the 
uties  of  the  third  secretary  of  state,  and 
the  business  of  the  colonial  department. 
This  was  his  opinion,  and,  by  effecting 
such  a  consolidation,  a  considerable  sum 
would  be  saved  to  Uie  public.  It  would 
be  very  proper,  by  sucn  an  amendment 
as  that  to  which  he  had  adverted,  to  in- 
quire, not  only  whether  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity for  so  many  commissioners,  who 
all  sat  in  parliament,  but  whether  a  con- 
solidation of  the  department  of  the  co- 
lonies, under  lord  Bathurst,  might  not  be 
superadded  to  the  board  of  control,  with 
the  assistance  of  one  secretary  from  that 
department.  That  office  was  considered 
necessary  during  a  period  of  war.  War 
had  cea«ed  ;  but,  to  enable  the  individual 
to  go  on  with  his  functions,  he  was  odled 
secretary  for  the  colonial  department. 
The  business  of  the  country  could  be 
entirely  done  by  two  secretanea  of  state. 
Some  of  tlie  new  colonies  ought,  in  point 
of  reason,  to  be  added  to  ttie  duties  of 


Mr.  Cu90igU  Maian  rmp$eimg  tkg      [\  14* 


tha  aecretarr  fbr  the  fot«%n  department^ 
Malta  and  the  Ionian  islands  were  dearly 
of  that  desoription.    They  eame  as  muca 
within  the  scope  of  our  foreign  policy,  as 
any  point  of  Europe !  and  the  same  ob- 
servations  would  apply  to  Malta.    With 
respect  to  New  South  Wales,  that  would 
pn^perly  come  under  the  jurisdictioD  of 
the  hoBiie  department.     There  then  re- 
mained only  a  few  new  colonies,  including 
those  connected  with  India,  the  busineBs 
of  which  might  be   performed  by  the 
board  of  control.     The  saving,  if  this 
suggestion  were  adcmted,  would  l>e  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  lOflOOL  a-year.    If  the  ar- 
rangement were  carried  into  effect,  be 
had  no  doubt  that  the  whole  business, 
both  of  India  and  the  coloniea»  would 
proceed  as  satisfactorily  as  it  did  at  tfala 
present  moment.    In  all  this,  he  might, 
however,  be  perfecthr  wrong;  and  there- 
fore he  woula  vote  far  the  proposition  of 
his  hon.  friend,  because  he  had  no  infor- 
mation of  the  business  transacted  by  the 
board  since  1807,  except  what  the  hon. 
secretary  had  communicated.    He  wished 
to  learn  how  the  matter  really  stood;  and 
he  should  like  to  superadd  this  amend* 
ment,  to  ahow  how  anxious  they  were  to 
prevent  improper  persons  from  sitting  id 
parliament,  and  to  prove  that  they  nad 
economy  in  view,  imd  were  friendly  to  a 
reduction  of  expense  on  the  whole  scale 
of  government.    He  knew  it  would  be 
said,  **  If  you  take  any  thing  from  the 
board  of  control,  the  benefit  would  come 
round  oidy  in  a  circuitous  wav,  so  far  aa 
the  pubhc  were  concerned.'*    But,  the 
company  were  bound  to  give  26,000^  a- 
year  for  the  management  of  the  affiurs  of 
India;  and,  if  that  management  ware  ef«* 
footed  for  less,  they  could  not  object  to 
the  surplus  being  made  applicable  to  the 
public  service.    He  stated  this  on  his  de- 
liberate conscientious  opinion,  and  as  a 
scheme  which  might  be  carried  into  effiMt 
with  great  advantage.    He  would  repeat, 
that  three  persons  were  not  necessary  to 
manage  the  affiurs  of  India,  supposing 
them  conversant  with  those  affiurs ;  but 
when  they  saw  three  gentlemen   thrust 
into  the  office,  who  knew  nothing  of  it» 
details,  it  could  not  be  smeusly  asserted 
that  the  service  required  anv  racii  num- 
ber.   He  meant  not  to  speak  disrespeet- 
fuUy  of  those  officers,  but  he  wished  ta 
know  what  disadvanti^  it  would  be  to^ 
the  service,  if,  instead  of  three,  only  one 
of  them  was  retained,  smce  none  of  them, 
were  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  tba 
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office*  He  had  forgotten,  howeTer^  that 
there  was  an  ecclesiastical  department, 
knd  perhaps  the  learned  doctor  (Pbilln 
more)  night  knoir  something  of  that. 
In  his  time,  certainly,  there  was  no  sach 
department.  The  business  might,  he 
conceiYcd,  be  effectually  conducted  by  a 
president,  tice*preiident,  and  the  usual 
clerks.  He  desired  not  to  be  understood 
to  undenralue  the  labours  of  the  board  of 
control.  No  department  in  the  state  re- 
quired more  accurate  information,  and 
more  steady  application.  Upon  this 
point  there  could  be  no  two  views  in 
that  House.  Whether  the  duties  of  the 
board  required  now  more  or  less  applica^ 
tion  than  when  he  had  been  connected 
with  it,  he  knew  not;  but  this  he  knew, 
that  none  could  more  sedulously  attend 
to  its  business  than  he  had  done.  He 
had  never  been  one  day  absent  during  the 
time  that  he  had  been  president.  He  had 
bestowed  all  the  application  in  his  power 
to  the  government  and  to  the  finances  of 
India.  He  could  not  pretend  to  say,  that 
he  had  achieved  much  good.  It  had  not 
been  possible  to  have  done  much  good  in 
the  short  time  that  he  was  in  office.  All 
he  would  say  was,  that  during  that  short 
time  he  had  learnt  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  business  to  justify  him  now  in  saying, 
Chat  every  one  of  the  commissioners  might 
be  spared  if  the  business  should  be  con« 
ducted  as  at  present;  and  that  in  the 
other  wa^  which  he  had  stated,  10,000{. 
a-year  might  be  saved  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  he  rose  under  the 
same  necessity  that  had  called  up  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  idiusion 
having  been  made  by  tne  hon.  mover 
to  him  (Mr.  C.}  and  to  his  conduct  of 
that  office  which  ne  hi^  recently  had  the 
honour  of  filling  for  five  years.  He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  say  of  the  right  hon.  ^• 
tleman  (Mr.  Tiemey),  that  at  no  time, 
so  £ir  as  his  retrospect  carried  him  back, 
was  the  office  of  president  of  the  board 
of  control  more  efficiently  discharged, 
than  it  had  been  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man. In  many  points  referred  to  they 
both  ooncurrea ;  and  with  respect  to  some 
in  which  they  disagreed,  the  change  of 
drcumsUnces,  the  progress  of  time,  and 
the  increase  of  business  in  the  office, 
woidd,  hebdieved,  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  difference.  What  he  should  have 
to  state  on  the  subject  of  the  motion 
would  be,  like  what  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
tnan  had  stated,  more  in  the  shape  of 
testimony  than  of  argument.    But  before 


he  proceeded  to  make  that  statement, 
and  therein  to  lay  the  grounds  of  his  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, he  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  precise  nature  of 
it,  and  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  brought  before  the  House.  The 
motion,  then,  had  for  iu  object  the  reform 
of  a  great  and  important  department  of 
the  public  service,  and  it  turned  out  that 
one  hon.  member  who  made  the  motion 
had  been  secretary,  and  another  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  supported  it  the  presiding 
minister,  in  that  department ;  and  that, 
both  from  their  own  respective  statemente 
and  from  th^  notoriety  of  the  facts,  it 
was  established  that  one  of  them  had 
been  a  most  efficient,  the  other  a  most 
inefficient  officer  of  the  lioard.  Such 
being  the  state  of  the  case,  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  the  former  president 
of  the  board  of  control,  had  brought 
forward  a  motion  to  ascertain  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  the  office 
had  been  carried   on,   in   order  to  see 

Khat  part  of  the  doty  had  been  satis- 
ictonly  performed,  and  where  there  had 
been  a  failure,  and  bad  conduded  by 
moving  for  a  committee  to  itiquire  into 
the  conduct  of  an  idle  secretary  of  that 
board— had  such  been  the  character  of 
the  motion,  he  could  have  understood  the 
motives  which  brought  the  subject  before 
the  House.  But  as  the  only  data  yet 
offered  in  support  of  a  propositioii  for  re- 
form, was  the  assertion,  or  rather  the 
just  boast  of  efficiency  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  been  pre- 
sident, and  that  efficiency  aided  by  ma- 
terial assistance  from  the  commissioners, 
but  altogether  unaided  by  any  help  what- 
ever from  the  secretary,  it  was  most 
extraordinary  that  this  idle  secretary 
diould  be  the  identical  person  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  for  reform.  Thit 
was  reform  with  a  vengeanoel  But 
it  was  8  picture-^and  not  an  unfUth- 
ful  picture— of  the  principles  on  which 
reform  was  clamoured  for  upon  a  thousand 
other  occasions;  andifthqr  could  trace 
the  greater  part  of  those  clamours  to  their 
source,  diey  would  find,  on  inquiry,  in 
nine  instances  out  of  ten,— /foMit  con^ 
Jitentem  ream — that  the  evil  existed  where 
the  clamour  arose  [Hear.]  It  was  most  . 
extraordinary,  that  any  person  could  be  so 
completely  blinded  by  bis  own  fiindes,  or 
by  his  own  pamphlets,  as  to  come  for- 
ward with  such  a  motion  under  such  cir- 
cumstancesy  announcing  hit  own  utter 
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I H71  HOUSB  or  QQMUOfKS,     Mr..(km^'i  NMm  mffObtg  the 

jSmf*'  pr  rather  "  fia  viijid  "—1  ^w  tb^ 
nun  whpdidQOthing;  nod  I  now  oidl  on 
yottUiuMilirey  why  tho8«  who  were  aato** 
dialed  wiui  me,  iid4  who  were  diligent  end 
liberio^  failed  tp  follow  mr  e^annple.  I 
«MI  oa  yo«  to  demiMid  of  Ibem  why  they 
Aoold  lh«s  break  ia  upon  the  practioe 
whidi  Biy  conduce  waat  to  eetabli$h» 
•ad  diitarb  by  their  troublesome  activity, 
W  atillnesf  of  o^  itagoadoo  [Cheers.} 
The  hoB*  geQUeman  stated  himself  to  hare 
1^0  well  paid.    He  had  received  1,500^ 

KanauiDt  yet  all  that  he  had  to  do»  at 
i  all  that  he  had  doaa^  waS|  to  anrase 
Uiqself  with  the  newspapevs.  The  pre* 
•dent,  indeed*  was  engaged  in  Ihe/i^ 
irMa  of  his  inner  cidiinet,  in  fortnii^ 
ptaos  for  the  good  government  of  India, 
pnt  the  hon«  gentletnan  had  told  them* 
**  I  washed  my  baodi  of  every  thing  oi 
tWs  son ;  I  did  not  occupy  myself  in  any 
such  a  way*  I  had  only  to  repose  myself 
in  my  oSoe,  and  to  look  from  the  window 
into  the  park,  to  amuse  myself  with  what 
might  be  passing  there  i  and  now  I  comm 


t0  revenge mysd fen  ^ose  whose  induttr^  place  at  pvesent. 


cn4f 

tibm  p^tioal  aqd  military  dumgn  wfaicb 
had  since  taken  place  in  India,  had  ma* 
t^riaHy  inoreased.  The  cireumatances  to 
wbioh  he  had  alluded,  wouU|  of  them- 
S^ves,  in  a  great  degree»  account  for  the 
burthen  of  affairs  now  thrown  upon  the 
board  of  control,  being  mnch  heavier 
than  formerly.  He  could  not  of  course 
speak  as  to  the  former  period  from  his 
own  knowledge;  but,  from  the  informa* 
tioo  he  bad  obtained  from  others,  ha 
could  stale,  that  if  they  compared  the 
preseot  stale  of  the  bnsiness  at  the  India 
Moaa  and  the  board  of  control,  with  what 
it  was  in  179S»  it  would  be  fqund  tp  have 
increased  nearly  a  hnndred  foUL  This 
he  stated  without  &ar  of  contradiction ; 
and,  what  was  stUl  foore  to  the  pprposoy 
be  could  assure  the  House,  that  it  had  in* 
creasedf  within  the  last  five  or  six  yeam# 
in  the  ratio  of  20  per  cent.  If,  then, 
two  oommisstoners  were  found  necfssary 
in  1807«  when  the  hon.  ropver,  and  lus 
right  hon«  colleague  were  in  office,  it  was 
avraly  not  too  m^ich  to  say,  that  no  reduc- 
tion in  |he>e  commissioners  ought  to  take 


leraied  so  strong  a  contrast  to  m]f  inac«- 
tivity,  fay  calling  on  the  Home  to  inquise 
into  the  manner  ia  which  dieae  dutica 
were  performed^  no  part  of  which  certainly 
was  j;>orfbrmed  by  me.**  Now,  if  the  aiSH 
thonty  of  the  imuvidual  bringing  forward 
a  motion  was  to  pass  for  any  thing  in  that 
House,  it  was  a  hide  too  mnch  that  they 
abould  be  caHed  upon  to  go  into  an  inquiry, 
when  noeartUy  gronnds  were  laid  for  thai 
inquiry,  bnt  the  confessed  foult  of  the  party 
calling  for  it-^'when  the  grounds  of  the 
motion  whmhhe  made  were  resUya&dsub^ 
stnntiaHy  laid  in  the  inonlpation  Pf  no 
mtti  livmg  except  himself* 

He  (Mr.  &)  aid  not  wish  to  overttate 
the  importanea  of  th^  dbparlmant  of  tho 
alate  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  at^ 
tnmpted  to  ma  down.  The  right  hon. 
gentbman  opposite,  who^  daring  the  short 
period  of  hia  ^residanoy,  hid  applied  hiss* 
aelf  so  closely  and  diligently  to  the  datiea 
of  his  office,  had  stated  them  to  be  duties 
of  soma  importance  Hc^  however, 
hoped  that  that  risht  hon«  gentleman 
woidd  net  be  offend^  with  bins,  when  he 
aesntad  the  House,  that  tba  actual  bnsi- 
nam  of  the  board,  k  point  of  extent, 
ddicaoy,  and  Acuity,  conpaced  with 
what  it  was  at  the  period^  when  the  right 
hen.  gentleman  presided'  over  it^  jpanly 
from  fHrcunsUnces  arisiog  out  of  the  oe** 
nmml  of  dmcoibpany  s  chtfttr,  pmrttyfirom 


Puriag  the  debates  on  Mr.  Fox's  India 
bill,  no  qaoition  had  been  more  ai^oed, 
than  trbcmr  the  control  of  the  Indian  go* 
vernment  should  be  vested  in  one  person, 
or  in  a  board  of  oommissiooerfc  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox,  tbeogh  they  had  widely 
difiered  in  many  respects,  perfectly  agreed 
in  this**-that  a  board  was  tha  fair  instrur 
ment,  not  for  the  government— for  there 
the  mistake  bad  beep— but  for  the  control 
of  the  gorvemment  of  India.  A  secretary 
of  stato  was  not  the  fit  person  for  super* 
intending  such  a  boaro.  A  seeretary 
of  state  was  the  servant  of  the  Crown^ 
by  wham  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereim 
was  mgnified.  It  was  not  so  in  tbo 
board  aldonfiroL  In  this  office  the  king'e 
pleoaufo  was  never  signified^  The  duty 
gf  the  bi»ai4  was  great}  but  it  was  not 
an  orlgpian],  acting  dniy.  WUh  a  trifiiog 
^Roeptiaa,  which  be  would  afterwards 
mention^  the  board  originated  nothing. 
He  had  no  wish  to  enter  into  the  detaija 
of  sodi  a  subjeot,  nor  would  he  now  pro* 
coed  to  do  so,  if  it  bad  not  been  actually 
forced  upon  him.  The  course  of  business, 
ao  for  as  related  to  dispatches  sent  out  to 
India,  was  this.  The  diapaioh^s  wem 
pr^Mured  by  the  court  of  Directors  and 
sent  up  to  the  board  of  cdntrol  for  reyi* 
sion»  correction,  or  approbation.  No  dis* 
patdi  could  be  sent  out  to  India  without 
ibe  approval  of  the  hoard  of  aontrd^ 


Digitized  by  i^OOQlC 


Dtdiu  qf  the  Board  ^Ctmtrti.  M arcr  14.  1^28.  [1150 


1149J 

si^oified  by  the  t^nature  of  i^vet  tom^ 
mifsionert.  He  aid  not  mean  to  say 
that  many  dbpatcfaet  were  not  forwarded 
in  the  form  in  which  they  were  first  pre- 
pared ;  hut,  in  others,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  make  corrections,  or  additions, 
which  were  again  sent  back  to  the  court 
of  directors,  assigning  the  reasons  and 
ifdducing  the  motives  which  requh'ed  such 
alterations.  Novt^,  such  {a  course  of  pro- 
ceeding affi)rded  a  gtiarantee  for  the  dili- 
gent performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
ievieral  parties  concerned.  If  the  presi- 
dent or  the  commissioners  were  even 
dbposed  to  be  idle,  the  House  would 
Evidently  see,  that  where  they  were  obliged 
to  give  their  reasons  for'aoy  proposed 
alteration  or  omission,  no  man  would  risk 
his  reputation  in  giving  such  reasons,  un- 
less he  had  previously  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject.  Such  was  the 
legal  course  of  proceeding  prescribi^  by 
the  act  of  parliament  and  in  no  instance 
ever  omitted.  But  custom  had  introduced 
another  course,  which,  though  it  seemed 
to  give  additional  trouble  in  the  first  in- 
stance, was  calculated  ultimately  to  save  it. 
Previous  to  an  important  dispatch  being 
made  up  at  the  India-house,  its  substance 
was  usuall;^,  by  courterjTf  communicated 
to  the  president  of  the  board  of  control ; 
BO  that  if  there  was  any  fundamental  ob- 
jection to  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
framed,  this  could  at  once  be  stated, 
confidentially,  without  committing  the  two 
authorities  against  each  other;  and  the 
court  of  directors  might  be  advised  that 
it  would  be  better  not  to  draw  up  their 
dispatch  in  such  a  shape.  On  this  inti- 
iliatjon  beine  given,  the  plan  of  it  was 
commonly  altered.  When  the  directors 
were  determined  in  their  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  they  intended  to 
pursue,  then,  not  being  hi  ererv  degree 
bound  to  conform  to  the  opinion  of  the  pre* 
udent,  thus  confidentially  and  unofficially 
communicated  to  them,  the  dispatch  was 
sent  up  to  the  board  of  commissioners 
as  originally  drawn,  and  had  to  go  through 
the  usual  forms.  It  was  th^  periiaps 
sent  back  with  such  alterations  as  were 
considered  necessary.  This  would  some- 
times produce  a  remonstrance;  to  which 
a  reply  became  necessary,  and  that  reply 
f^equendy  led  to  verbal  as  well  as  written 
<$ommnnicatious.  FVom  this  detail  two 
things  were  evident!  1st,  that  this  sort  of 
amicable  discussion  is  not  the  proper 
function  of  a  secretary  of  state, — ^who  sig- 
nifies the  kfaig's  Measure;  whicfa  is  of 


course  ttot  liable  to  qiiestidn  or  reuioii. 
strance.  2ndly,  That  no  man  can  exe« 
cute  the  duty  of  first  commissioner — nor 
the  duty  of  a  commissioner  of  such  st 
board,  without  making  himself  thorou^ly 
master  of  the  business  that  comes  before 
it— or  of  such  part  of  that  business  as  the 
presiding  commissioner  may  think  fit  to 
assign  to  him. 

That  it  might  be  seen  what  was  the 
weight  of  business  thrown  on  the  board, 
he  nad  caused  an  account  to  be  taken  of 
the  number  of  dispatches  which  had  pass^ 
through  it  during  the  time  of  his  presi- 
dency. In  four  years  and  a  hdf  or  nearly 
five  years,  he  fbund  that  the  number  of 
dispatches  which  bad  come  before  it 
amounted  to  within  a  few  of  1800.  Of 
these,  many  of  course  were  passed  witU 
no  alteration,  or  with  alteration  so  slight 
that  they  were  hardly  worth  entering  into 
a  controversy  about.  But  all  must  have 
been  read,  even  to  pass  unaltered ;  and 
about  one  tenth  of  them  had  been  thought 
to  require  such  alterations  as  had  led  to 
detailed  expositions  of  reasons,  and  to 
discussions  with  the  directors — not  cer- 
tainly of  a  hostile  character,  but  oflen 
very  long  and  complicated.  Nor  wai^ 
that  alt :  fbr  ahnost  all  dispatches  camtf 
no  accompanied  by  papers,  and  docOmenta 
or  such  number  and  bulk,  that  wheiihis  hon. 
friend,  the  secretary  to  the  board,  had 
pointed  to  the  pile  on  the  tables  it  appeared 
to  him  that  nothing  but  his  hon.  friend's 
natural  shortness  of  si^ht  could  have  led 
him  to  magnify  that  pile  into  any  thing 
like  an  equality  with  his  official  collections. 
It  eave  in  truth,  no  adequate  idea  of  thei 
bulk  of  papere  and  documents  to  be  pe- 
rused by  the  board.  This  subsidiary  mas^ 
accompanied  the  dispatch,  not  like  a  little 
attendant  bark,  which — 

<<  Pursued  the  triumph,  and  pastook  thegale;^ 

but  with  a  proud  and  portly  fanpoftanctf 
of  its  own,  mich  often  threw  its  principal 
into  the  shade.  It  was  said,  that  there 
was  no  great  labour  in  getting  throoffh 
these  dispatches,  and  he  had  been  asked  the 
time  which  they  consmned  ?  He  should 
answer  the  question  by  a  few  ezamplies; 
He  had  seen  a  mifitary  £spatch  accom- 
panied with  199  papers,  containing  altoge- 
ther r%511  pages^  another,  a  Jodibial  dis- 
patch, with  an  appendage  of  l,937p8get; 
and  a  dispatdl  sns  the  teveiraewith  bo 
ffewer  than  2,585  pages  by  iu  side.  Thii^ 
then,  was  the  modicum,  which,  be  it  ob- 
servedi  must  be  read  by  somebody  at  the 
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board— this  was  the  ainecure,  the  little 
appendage  which  taight  be  so  coDTenieDtly 
transferred  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  or  to  the  office  which 
transacted  the  affiiirs  of  the  colonies  of 
half  the  world.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  physical  strength  of  any  single  secre- 
tary would  suffice  to  get  through  his  part 
of  the  business,  and  the  president  roust  be 
utterly  overwhelmed  with  the  detail,  be- 
fore he  could  get  at  the  substance — ^if  he 
were  to  take  that  detail  upon  himself. 
It  had  been  pretended,  that  an  active  pre- 
sident with  a  dUigent  secretary  could  get 
through  the  whole  with  ease.  He  ventured 
to  pronounce  it  utterly  impracticable. 

He  would  state  the  means  by  which  this 
business  was  disposed  of  at  present.  In 
the  first  place,  much  credit  was  due  to 
the  servants  of  the  East  India  Company. 
Thefrnpers  received  from  them  were  arawn 
up  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  and  talent 
that  would  do  credit  to  any  office  in  the 
state.  The  board  could  not,  with  all  the 
talents  and  industry  of  the  president,  the 
commissioners,  or  even  of  his  hon.  friend, 
their  tried  secretary,  have  transacted  the 
busmess  devolved  upon  it  without  the  ta- 
lents and  industry  with  which  that  busi- 
ness was  prefMured  for  them  at  the  India 
House.  Now,  taking  the  dispatches  at 
S58  in  the  year,  {tmt  was  the  average 
number  of  the  5  years  of  his  (Mr.  C.^} 
presidency),  indludinff  many  of  those 
monsters  wMch  he  had  desofted,  as  it  was 
necessanr,  not  that  the  president  of  the 
botffd  or  control  should  read  all  of  them 
ill  throc^  but  that  he  should  look 
nccoratdy  to  all  those  respecting  which 
any  doubt  had  been  started,  was  it 
too  much  that  he  should  have  two 
gentlemen  to  assist  him,  on  whose 
understanding  he  could  rely,  and  who 
would  share  in  some  degree,  though 
not  in  a  politicd  sense,  the  responsibi- 
lity of  the  office?  It  was  necessary 
that  he  should  have  such  assistants  to  re- 
ceive the  dispatches  from  the  derks, 
whose  bosiaess  it  was  to  eo  throt^h 
them  literally  and  verbaUy  in  the  first 
instance, — nodag  the  points  an  which 
any  question  could  arise,  and  feCerring 
to  the  papers  substantiatii^  then ;  and 
aoch  assisranee  he  had  from  his  honour- 
able friends  near  him,  who  had  proved 
as  efficient  assistants  to  him,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  found 
anoble  friend  of  his  when  ne  filled  the  same 
ritoatiob.  While  he  vras  at  the  board,  he 
bad  neter  passed  a  diqpatch»  on  which  he 


had  not  first  availed  himself  of  the  light  of 
their  understandings.  He  did  not  say 
that  he  had  never  signed  a  dispatdi,  in 
confidence,  without  reading  it;  but 
he  had  never  signed  one  with  whi^h 
thev  had  not  made  themselves  acquainted, 
and  of  which  one  or  other  of  them  had  not 
given  him  the  assurance  of  their  exercised 
judgment :— and  never  one,  upon  which 
thev  reported  a  doubt,  without  carefullv 
and  critically  examining  it.  He  contended* 
therefore,  that  the  present  machinery  was 
well  adapted  for  the  due  discharge  of  the 
duties  confided  to  the  board ;  and  he  wi^ 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  too  extensive.  He 
should  be  ungrateful  not  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  he  had  received  from  his 
noble  friend  near  him  (lord  Binning),  in 
the  judicial  branch  of  the  Indian  policy,  to 
which,  intricate  and  perhaps  repulsive  aa 
it  was,  his  noble  friend  had  devoted  him- 
self with  an  ardour  kindled,  perhaps,  by 
the  example  of  a  gentleman  already  named 
in  this  debate  (Mr.  Cummiog).  With  the 
greatest  thankfulness  he  acknowledged  also 
the  assistance  of  his  right  hon.  frfend,  the 
member  for  Christchi^rch  (Mr.  S.  Bourne}, 
without  whose  aid  he  would  have  been  in 
the  utmost  perplexity,  especially  in  1 
matters  and  subjects  of  appeal.  In 
bates,  turning  (as  all  debates  now  didV 
upon  insinuations  of  personal  motives  and 
base  corruption,  it  might  not  be  improper 
to  say,  that  both  his  noble  and  his  ri^ht 
hon.  friend  had  gone  out  of  office  Sj^inst 
his  earnest  entreaty.  If  they  had  yielded 
to  his  prs^er  and  wishes,  his  noble  friend 
would  still  be  rendering  that  service  to 
our  Indian  government  which,  his  ac- 
quaintance with  its  affiurs  rendered  bin 
peculiarly  qualified  to  affi>rd ;  and  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  be  now  filling  one 
of  the  highest  judicial  situations  in  India. 
That  appointment,  when   he  (Mr.  C.) 

Eressed  it  upon  him,  his  right  hon.  friend 
ad  declined,  and  both  were  now,  by 
their  own  free  and  unchangeable  de- 
termination, oat  of  o&ce*  Ajjpiuft  such 
characters  it  was»  that  the  House  now 
heard  insmuations  thrown  ont,  as  Jf  the 
board  were  a  nest  of  sinecures;  filled 
without  talents,  and  with  emolumeot  lin^, 
earned  bv  any  discharge  of  duty.  iWhile 
he  was  thus  rendering  tribute  to  indivi- 
dual merit,  he  could  not  pass  over  his 
hon.  firiend  near  him  (Mr.  T.  Courte- 
nay).  Whatever  blame  attached  to  the 
increase  of  his  hon.  friend's  sabuy,  he 
begged  it  might  fall  on  him  (Mr« 
Canning).  He  was  prepared  to  answer  foe 
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ittttthebarofthatHou«e-i-i>befo#ettecoun- 
try— or  e?en  before  the  conmiittee  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  gentleman.  When  he 
nrtt  went  to  the  board  of  control—^  ciN 
cumstance  not  of  his  own  seeking,  but  the 
result  of  accident— ht  found  his  hon. 
^end  m  the  situation  which  he  now  filled 
to,  much  to  his  own  honour.  He  only 
knew  the  secretary  at  that  time,  as  the 
reputed  author  of  a  pamphlet  in  which  he 
(Mr.  Canning)  was  pretty  severely  at- 
tacked for  a  speech  he  had  made  in  that 
House.  It  would,  therefore,  be  readily 
conceired  that  they  did  not  approach  eacn 
other  with  any  feelings  of  extraordinary 
personal  prepossession;  but  the  patient 
industry,  the  unostentatious  acUvity^ 
of  the  hon.  secretary,  had  made  him 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  raise  his  salanr 
from  a  state  of  depression  to  a  level  with 
offices,  to  which  it  was  not  inferior  in  im- 
portance. He  had  found  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  in  the  receipt  of  1,800/.  per  annum. 
He  was  desirous  of  augmenting  his  in- 
come ;  and  an  opportunity  presented  itself 
of  doing  so,  as  tne  result  *ot  a  measure  of 
economy.  The  chief  clerk's  situation  fell 
vacant;  he  had  thought  that  office  might 
be  dispensed  with,  and  accordingly  it  was 
not  fined  up.  Two  other  offices  which 
were  nearly  sinecures  he  had  taken  mea- 
sures for  putting  an  end  to,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  interest,  now  existing  in  tnem. 
He  had  thence  gained  the  means,  as  he 
tiiought,  both  of  strengthening  the  effi- 
cient part  of  the  office  and  compensating 
the  services  of  his  hon.  friend.  He  under- 
stood it  had  been  said,  that  his  hon.  friend 
liad  extorted  successive  au^entations  by 
successive  and  humiliating  supplica- 
tions. In  refutation  of  this  insinuation 
he  would  read  the  minute  of  the  board 
respecting  the  augmentatkm  of  the  secre- 
tary's salanr. 

I^Here  tne  right  hon.  gentleman  read  a 
mmute  which,  after  alluumg  to  the  dili- 
gence and  length  of  service  of  the  seore- 
tary,  resolved,  that  he  should  have  an  in- 
crease of  salary  of  900/.  immediately,  200/. 
more  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  SOOI. 
more  at  the  end  of  seven  vears,  making 
altogether  2,500/*  al  the  eoaof  ten  years.] 
It  appeared  from  this  mhiote  that  of  what 
bad  been  arranged  for  his  hon.  friend, 
pert  was  yet  mcompleted ;  and  if  he  (Mr. 
Canniog)  had  any  weight  on  the  subject, 
he,  as  the  deceased  president,  bequeathed 
the  performance  of  it  as  a  legacy  to  his 
auccessor.  This  would  place  the  office 
of  his  hon.  friend  in  the  same  situa- 

VOL.VL 


tfon  with  that  of  the  under  secretary  of 
state,  with  which  its  business  might,  vrith- 
out  disparagement,  be  compared. — It  bad 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  that 
the  chief  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
was  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  super-^ 
annuation.  No  such  a  thing.  This  was 
the  single  offide  in  the  state  for  which  nor 
superannuation  allowance  was  provided* 
He  would  tell  the  House  how  this  hap« 
pened.  In  1817,  a  bill  was  before  tne 
House  relative  to  the  provision  to  be  made 
for  the  remuneration  of  persons  who  had 
discharged,  for  |t  specified  time,  thedutiea 
of  high  and  efficient  public  offices.  In  that 
bill,  the  president  of  the  board  of  control, 
and  the  chief  secretary  were  net  indodid; 
and  th6  reason  given  by  the  report  of  Ae 
committee  which  recommeiided  thebill  for 
not  iocludrng  them  wak,  that  they  were  to 
bepaidfrom  adiffi&ren^fend;— thaiis,firom 
the  money  ofthe  East  India  Company.  Ir 
was  therefore  suggested  by  the  report,'  that 
a  separate  bill  Sioold  her  brought  in  for 
providing  remuneration  for  those  two 
officers :  and  upon  him' (Mr.  Canning)  it 
naturally  devolral/ to  bring  m  such  a  bill. 
Those  who  considered  the  temper  of  the 
present  times,  and  the  tet^per  of  those  ta 
which  he  had  referred,  would  not  feel 
much  surprise  that  he  should  have  Mt 
rehictant  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  » 
retreat  for  the  ^resMeht  of  the  board  of 
control,  with  whose  late  that  of  the  sepne-' 
tary  was  involved.  He  had  besides  diftr- 
ed  in  opinion  with  the  coraanttoohoi^ihink^ 
ing  as  they  did,  that  the  charge  afaoeh  w 
retreat  ought  to  be  thrown  on  the  East 
India  Company.  Hehadthereforededined 
bringing  in  the  bill,-^  which  he  woulct 
himself  have  been  the  first  to  profit ;  and 
for  thesQ  reasons  his  hon.  fri^  had  re« 
mfiined  the  only  man  of  his  class  who  waa 
not  a6  provided  fbr.  Under  these  drcum- 
stances,  the  increase  of  salary  which  he 
had  received  was  not  only  what  he  had 
deserved,  hot  what  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
peet  from  his  (Mr.  Canntng^s)  bands. 
His  hon.  friend  bad  been  nearly  ten  yeare 
in  office— be  was  now  to  be  amerced  ii> 
one-tenth  of  his  income  by  the  arnaige- 
ment  abour  to  take  e&ct  With  respect  te 
ail  sakiries.  and  that  at  a  tnae  when, 
he  might  beg  leave  to  say  (though  this 
was  not  strictly  a  pariiamentary  argument ) 
his  hon.  firiend  was  in  daily  expectation 
of  the  birth  of  a  tenth  child*  f  A  laugh.] 
If  there  was  any  man  in  that  House  who. 
would  say  that  the  salary  was  too  great  for 
such  aervioes— if  ther^  waa  any  man  wiw 
4  £ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1155]  HOUSB  OF  COMMONS,      Mr.  Cra^s  Midim re^edii^ the      {{JA6 


grudged  bi«  bon.  friead  inch  an  au^men* 
tation— he  could  onlj  tay,  that  he  did  not 
•n?7  that  man  his  feelingi---aiid,  howeYer 
he  might  be  inclined  to  give  him  credit 
for  economy,  he  did  not  feel  dispoied  to 
there  hit  coJdnest  of  heart    [Hear  1]. 

The  hon.  gentleman  who  had  opened 
the  debate  had  entered  at  aomt  length 
kkto  the  ttructure  of  the  boards  and  a  cry 
wat  raited  against  the  number  of  the  com- 
miasionert.  Now,  to  him  it  appeared, 
that  there  would  be  something  imteemly 
in  an  arrangement  which  should  tubject 
the  decisions  of  a  body  like  the  Eatt  India 
Company  to  be  altered  and  nullified  by 
the  dash  of  a  single  pen.  That  a  delibera- 
liive  body  tbonld  act  oq  tuch  occaaiona 
waa  not  only  due  in  coiurteay  to  the 
Court  of  Directora  (in  fiict  the  go? em<* 
Bient  of  India^,  but  waa  ettential  to  the 
prosperity  of  toe  important  intereits  con- 
fided to  thm  care.  Mr.  Fox-*-no  mean 
judge  of  thete  matters— bad  be  been 
aparing  of  oommisaiqners  ?  He  had  pnvp 
posed  aeven  principal,  and  nine  assistant 
a ommissioners.  **  0 1  but  then  his  seven 
prindpals  were  not  paid !"  ^*  O !  but 
the  nme  asaiatanta  were  T  But  the  grand 
commissionert  were  not  paid.  Not  paid  1 
Why,  they  were  to  hold  their  oScea  for 
four  years  uremovable  by  the  Crown : 
and  &ey  were  to  ei\joy  that  of  which 
ke  (Mr.  Canning)  bad  not  one  jot — all 
Ae  patr<»iage.  ^er  this,  he  should  like 
to  hear  it  again  atatedt  that  men  were  not 
paid  for  tl^ir  aervices,  wha  enjoyed  the 
fAtronage  connected  with  a  revenue  of 
aixteen  miUiona.  Mr.  Fox's  Bill  had.  in- 
deed, been  over-ruled,  but  it  wanwhe- 
where.  The  House  of  Conunons  paaaed 
il.  or  Mr.  Fox'a  commissioners  he  might 
say,  as  Pope  said  of  Bufo's  ttipendiary 
poets-* 
**  And  some  he  paid  with.por^  and  some  with 

praise." 
Some  ef  the  commissioners  were  to  be 
paid  with  solid  sums  of  m^oey,  and  others 
with  extensive  patrooage.  Mr.  Pitt  tried 
the  experiment  of  an  unpaid  committee 
•f  privy  council,  with  a  secretary  of  state 
at  their  head,  for  eight  years,  and  then 
—What  then  ?  Whv,  an  act  of  parlia- 
Doent  established  the  board  of  control  aa 
it  now  exiated.  What  aeain  reaulted  from 
that?  That  the  preuaient  waa  made  a 
leaponsible  minister,  with,  two  salaried 
assistants,  Whose  services  he  mighty  com- 
mand and  profit  by,  if  it  were  not  his  own 
fiiult ;  and,  if  they  fiuled  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty»  ha  (Mr.  Canoiog.|  would 


recommend  their  removal  with  aa  little 
ceremony  aa  be  would  that  of  an  idle^ 
loitering,  newapaper^reading  secretary* 
[A  laugh.] 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to 
describe  the  constitution  of  the  board,  and 
explained  the  importance  of  the  several 
regulations  by  which  it  was  governed ;  ita 
connexion,  through  the  president,,  when 
fas  in  his  case)  a  Cabinet  Minister,  with 
the  general  body  of  the  administration^ 
and  the  use  occasionally  made  of  thosd 
privy  councillors  who  are  unpaid  membera 
of  it,  andaome  of  whom  occupied  other 
departroenta  in  the  atate.  In  tha  eaiiy 
part  of  his  nresidency,  when  war  waa 
raging  in  laaia,  he  had  not  scrupled  to 
apply  to  lord  Teignmouth  for  aid*  and 
from  that  noble  viscount  be  had  received 
the  moat  important  assistance.  Mr.  Suk 
livan,  a  commissioner  who  had  resigned^ 
remained  at  the  board  at  his.  (Mr.  Can-' 
ning*s}  desire,  and  that  gentleman's  in.^ 
formation  and  experience  upon  matters  of 
local  knowledge  and  practiee  ia  India^ 
had  been  found  moat  useful.  It  was^ 
perhaps,  hardly  regular  to  allude  to  it,  but 
on  a  former  evening,  during  the  debate 
on  the  motion  reapecting  the  lords  of  tha 
Admiralty,  a  whimsical  stonr.had  been  in-^ 
trodoced  of  a  certain  unpaid  commissioner 
of  the  board  of  control*  having  gone  to  the 
oflice  to  inouire  for  a  board;  and  having" 
been  told  toat  there  was  no  board  sittings 
he  had  been  shown  indeed  a  table  covert 
with  green  cloth,  and  paper,  and  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  writing;  but  as  to  board,. 
Lora  bless  you,  sir,  said  the  o£ice  keepecv 
such  a  thing  baa  not  been  known  thia^ 
man^  a  day.  Now  this  Bounded  very, 
comical :  but  it  might  be  true,  and  yet 
perfectly  blaroeleas.  The  inference  meant 
to  be  drawn  from  this  story,,  waa  this — that 
the  whole  office  was  perfectly  nugatory 9 
but  it  is  no  such  thing.  There  are,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  commiauon,  two> 
commissioners  not  privy  councillon,  who- 
are  there  (by  their  own  desire,  no  doubt) 
to  learn  Indian  busbess^  But  it  waa 
quite  silly  to  suppose  that  the  hiatoigfi  o£ 
our  eiApire  in  India  waa  to  be  leaant  by 
attending  k  formal  board.;  wherey  Imt  tha 
description  which  he  had  giten<  of  tha 
course  of  business,  nothing  of  Um  neal 
substantial  labour  ot  the.  oSet  waa  or 
could  be  done.  There  waa  a  library^ 
with  2,000  volumea  ef  700  pagea  eacb~ 
not  auch  volumea  aa  were  found  in  book-. 
aeller'8diopa-.-butsolldsubstantial  tomeao£ 
many.cubical  feet  of  knowledge;  of  which 
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when  the  youn^  cooimnmoner  htd  rahde 
bimielf  perfbctfy  masteri  there  would  be 
no  tiAsjection  to  his  being  initiated  ioto  hit 
piece  at  the  board.  But  the  attendance  of 
an  unpaidcomoiiaBtonerwatnot  wanted,  nor 
did  he  tMnk  that  important  bosiness  could 
Ions  be  carried  on  tn  any  country  by  un* 
paid  senrantt  of  the  public*  Tliese  com-* 
Rtitsioners  were  treated  with  due  respect* 
They  were  allowed  the  privileges  of  raer- 
•nee  to  all  the  records  of  the  office,  and 
in  times  of  interest  to  all  the  current  bu- 
^ness:  af^er  this,  for  them  to  complain  that 
more  attention  was  not  shown  towards  them, 
and  that  they  were  not  asked  to  assist  at 
the  board  with  their  counsel,  was  about  as 
reaaonable  as  it  was  in  the  lady  in  Blue 
Beard,  who,  being  allowed  to  amuse  her^- 
telf  with  the  curiosities  in  ninetv-nine 
apartments,  was  miserable  because  she  was 
not  permitted  to*  enter  the  blue  cham* 
ber  which  was  the  hundredth  [a  laugh,  j 
To  sit  In  a  body,  and  have  a  thousand 
t>ages  read,  would  be  a  vei^  ineffectual 
mMe  of  doing  business.  The  rational 
coorte  to  pursue,  and  the  one  he  had 
ihrays  porsutd,  was,  to  distribute  the  bu** 
sinets  amongst  different  bands,  and  Chen 
to  have  the  reeulu  brought  for  his  deci** 
aion.  That  was  the  real  mode  of  doing 
business. 

If  an  unpaid  ceitimissioner  however 
bad  been  eKcluded,  and  was  offended  Ht 
the  exclusion,  the  lion,  secretary  could 
aatisfy  biro  that  be  had  no  great  loss,  for 
Chat,  if  admitted  he  would  have  found  the 
matters  which  occupied  the  board  ex- 
Cremely  uninteresting.  Two  branches  of 
Imsmess  lately  bad  indeed  been  added  to 
thelabours  of  the  board — the  ecclesiastical 
department  not  altogether  a  light  concern 
•ince  parUantent  had  sanctioned  two  re- 
ligioos  esUbllsbments  in  India.  Hence 
bad  arisen  the  act  for  licensing  Scotch 
marrmges.  New  business  bad  also  grown 
but  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  last 
charter  had  been  cranted.  These  had 
authorised  Indlvlduali  to  resort  to  lodm ; 
but  it  was  required  that  they  should  apply 
for  a  lioeose  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and 
where  auch  Hoensa  was  refused,  an  ap- 
peal mig^t  be  made  to  the  board  of  con- 
trol. And  here  he  felt  himself  bound  in 
Justice  to  speak  &[  the  conduct  of  the  court 
of  directors.  When  the  provision  which 
he  had  alluded  towas  imide,  Itwasop- 
pbsed^  on  the  ground  that  the  directors 
would  be  likely  to  use  it.uolairly.  The 
appHcations  whieh  bad  been  made  for 
lieeiicei  t«  g»  ta  bdbi  mat  the 


of  the  chartier  were  between  4  and  dOd. 
Of  these  the  court  of  directors  had  refused 
about  one  third.  As  a  test  of  the  general 
propriety  of  these  decisions,  he  had  to 
state,  that  but  a  third  of  that  third  which 
had  been  refbsed  permission  to  go  to  India^ 
had  succeeded  in  getting  the  refusals  re* 
versed  by  the  boara  of  control. 

If  he  bad  suooeeded-^-aided  as  he  had 
been  by  the  right  hon.  sentleman  (Mn. 
TierDey)--M'n  shewing  that  a  board  oi 
control  was  a  fitter  instrument  than  a  se- 
cretary of  state  for  superint^ding  the 
concerns  of  the  East  India  company— if 
the  House  were  satisfied  fh>m  the  speech 
of  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  more 
strength,  talent,  and  time  were  required  in 
supermtending  those  affairs  than  one  man 
could  be  expected  to  supply — if  they  bore 
in  miod,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
received  valuable  assistance  from  those 
who  had  been  associated  with  him,  re* 
membering  that  such  assistance  had  beetl 
still  more  neceasary  to  him  (  Mr.  Camving) 
from  the  great  increase  in  the^  business-** 
if  this  Impression  had  been  made  on  them, 
there  Were  but  two  grounds  remainioff  on 
which  a  motion  could  be  supported,  whick 
had  for  ita  object  if  not  the  total  abolition 
of  the  board,  the  weakening  of  the  estate 
lishment,  by  the  diminution  of  ita  num- 
bers. These  two  arguments  were,  first; 
that  hi  these  times  of  distress,  the  aalariea 
of  the  commissioners  should  be  spared, 
and  revert  to  the  pockets  of  the  public; 
and  secondly,  that  if  thero  should  be  no 
saving  to  the  public,  it  would  at  any  rate 
be  consolatory  for  a  sufeing  nation  to  see 
places  reduced  fit^m  which  official  persona 
in  times  of  distress,  enjoyed  an  invidious 
affluence.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  o|»- 

Cosite  had  answered  the  first  aigument, 
y  stating,  that  the  salaries  of  the  board 
were  derived  from  the  East  India  Com^ 
pany ;  and  that  if  the  board  was  abolished, 
the  money  would  revert  not  to  the 
pockets  of  the  subject,  but  to  the  coffers 
of  the  Company.  The  best  proof  of  thia 
assertion  was  to  be  found  In  tne  ta^  that 
during  the  time  which  occurred  from  hia 
(Mr.  Canning's)  resignation  to  the  ai>. 
pmntttent  of  the  right  hon.  president  (  Mr. 
Wynn),  the  salary  which  was  not  accepted 
by  the  holder  of  the  office  remained  with 
the  company.  If  the  hon.  gentlemen, 
therefore^  wished  a  saving  for  the  public, 
they  ought  to  have  been  eariler  in  the 
field---they  were  a  year  too  late*  «  \ 
But,  be  was  aware  diat  upon  thb  sub«- 
ject  oi  savmg  there  was  anotoer  fiivourite 
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argamcnt  b  itwii ;  Danwly,  ttuHiBTen 
though  the  pabfiethoold  reap  no  advan- 
tage from  the  aboStiattof  the  office»itwas 
inexpedient  at  a  dewef  public  luflbring, 
that  the  hoiden  of  cCce  should  be'enjov- 
iog  an  infidioot  aflaence.  He  knew  the 
ma  to  whidi  this  MTgumenimn  ad  inmdiam 
tended,  and  he  wcwld  not,  if  he  could 
help  iif  yield  to  the  principle  which  it 
involved.  He  admttled  that  the  emolu- 
meots  of  olBce  were  not  in  the  nature  of 
property ;  but  they  could  not  be  abolish* 
edonsuc^aprioaf^asthis;  that  prin- 
ciple was  one,  which,  poshed  to  its  extent, 
involved  all  property— -it  was  a  princi|de 
that  had  led  to  invasioos  of  private  rights, 
and  had  been  the  fruitful  source  of  popular 
excesses.  The  belief^  that  whatever  was 
«njoyed  by  the  rich  was  an  injury  to  the 
poor— -the  happiness  residting  from  the 
diminution  of  another  man's  proraerity— 
she  idea  that  the  poor  man  should 
^  See  no  cont^aoos  pslace'rsar  its  head 
**  To  mock  the  meanness  of  his  humble  shed/' 

these  were  all  fruits  of  that  prhici|>le, 
srhioh  went  to  diffiMO  the  misery  whidi 
we  could  not  redress,  and  to  destroy 
the  possessions  of  one  class  <tf  society, 
not  bediuse  they  were  injurious,  but  be- 
cause they  wese  ^ous  to  those  who  did 
not  partidpata  in  the  enjoyment  of 
ihem.  He  allowed,  that  between  the 
salaries  of  o£Boe  and  the  righu  of  pro- 
per^ there  was  an  immense  distance;  but 
^e  mtermediate  space  was  filled  up  with 
property  of  diSnrent  denominatbns  and 
bda  on  different  tenures,  all  of  which  this 
principle  wmdd  equally  affitot. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imputed  to  him 
(Mr.  C),  that  when  an  office  could  dearly 
be  proved  to  be  useless,  he  would  defend 
its  continuance,  or  would  anrae  against 
its  abolition.  But  let  the  office  in  that 
case  be  abolished  on  the  &ir  plea  of  its 
inutility,  and  not  on  the  ground  that  it 
conferred  affluence  on  its  holder,  and  was 
an  eye*sore  to  the.  wretched ;  not  on  the 
principle,  that  emoluments  of  office 
should  idone  be  selected  to  suIBnt  for 
the  sake  of  the  reraitie.  He  knew  only 
cf  two  other  chssei'  of  men,  the  Jews  an- 
ciently, and  morereeentljT  the  Roman 
Catholics,  who  were  considered  as  faur 
aukjects  of  a  taxation  from  which  their 
fellow«citi7ens  wane  exempted-;  and  he 
protested  against  ptaeins  the  holders  of 
office  in  that  sitoationt  and  conferring  upon 
them*  the  prhikgmm  odiotum  of  beamg 
more  than  their  doe  proportioo  of  ibe 
public  burthens. 


Wbenheargwd  fcr  the  mQity  of  4be 
offioe  whidi  the  motkm  went  to  aboUah^ 
he  did  not  say,  but  that  it  was  possible  to 
abuse  it— he  did  not  say  that  it  might  not 
be  filled  by  idle  persons;  but  tids  he 
would  say,  that  there  was  boshieBs  enough 
to  do,  and  that  there  were  sufficient  mo- 
tives for  actiritv,  unless  the  commis- 
sioners formed  a  kind  of  conspiracy  for  In- 
dolence. No  man  would  submit  to  fill  Uie 
office  ineffidently,  without  neglecting  the 
discharge  of  usefiil  and  important  duties. 
He  was  speaking  of  establishments,  and 
not  men ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  say,  that 
a  board  with  the  present  number  of  com- 
missioners, headed  by  a  president  who  was 
either  a  cid>inet  minister,  or  in  immediate 
communication  with  the  ministers,  could 
conduct  the  business  better  than  a  secre- 
tary of  state.    The  president  would  de- 
sert his  duty  if  he  did  not  consider  himsdf 
as  bearing  all  the  responsibiltty  of  the 
office ;  but  he  inight  diride  its  duties  with 
his  assistants.    l%inking,  then,  the  board 
a   useful   estddishment,-  believing  that 
as  at  present   constituted  it  answered 
all   the   purposes   of  its  erection,  and 
that  the  commissioners  proposed  to  be 
reduced  were  necessary  for  its  perfect 
effidency,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
present   motioii.     When   future  pred- 
dents  should  cease  to  follow  the  example 
of  their  predecessors— when  the  businesa 
of  office  was  neglected  whether  by  com- 
misdoners  or  secretaries— he  would  then 
allow  that  it  was  an  office  whidi  pariia* 
ment  might  consent  to  reform,  or,   in 
other  words,  to  destroy.    At  present,  he 
would  say,  that  such  was  the  extent  of 
budnesa  to  be    performed— soch  the 
vigilance,  activity,  and  talent  of  die  sub- 
ordinate officers,  with  whose  knowledge 
the  conmiisdoners  must  keep   pace^if 
they  vdued  thdr  own  duuracter  and  the 
good  opbion  of  those  vrho  act  under 
(as  peworfol  a  check  to  a  mind  of  sound 
and  just  feelins,  as  the  criticism  of  equds^ 
or  the  control  of  superiors)— sudi  the 
importance  of  the  matters  for  its  ddibera- 
ttonanddeddonr^-and  such  the  pdilicity 
'  given  to  the  conduct  of  the  comaussbaefB 
by  discussions  like  the  prasent,  that  evmry 
security  was  ghren  ibr  the  fidthbl  dis« 
charge  of  dStj^  end  no  rnmmisMnnsr 
coda  ever  henceforth  be  dlowed  to  be  so 
idle  as  the  hen.  mover  of  the  prsaent 
question  had  acbuywWfed  hiwiirlf  to 
have  been  while  in  effioe. 
Mr.  JBuflifoii- wished  to- aqr  tmijitfem 
in  MQMM  of  the  lyosdnct  oC  Ihs 
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board.  TM  Home  had  heard  hitt  year 
aome  diadsaaiaoa  regertfiiig  the  bomreg 
of  Hindoo  widows,  aod  the  desire  of  a 
great  body  to  see  the  horrid  practice 
-abolished.  A  dispatch  had  been  drawn 
up  by  the  board  of  directors  on  the  sub- 
ject, for  the  purpose  of  beiog  transmitted 
to  India.  Now  that  dispateh  was  a  dis- 
grace to  Christianity ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  sound,  large,  and  liberal  views  of 
the  board  of  control,  it  would  have  been 
adopted  and  sent  Out  to  guide  the  con- 
duct of  the  Indian  govemmenf  • 
■  Mr.  Wynn  said,  it  would  be  idle  to 
enter  into  any  defence  of  the  board  of 
control,  after  the  able  speeches  of  the 
bon.secretarT  and  of  the  riffhthoo.gentle« 
ivaa  who  had  lately  filled  the  office  of  pre* 
sidaDt.  He  himself  had  not  been  in  office 
nore  than  a  month ;  but,  judging  from 
what  he  had  semi,  he  could  say,  that  the 
statementof  his  hon.  friends  was  complete- 
ly borne  out  bv  facts.  As  the  hon.  mover 
who  occupiea  the  place  of  secretary- 
b  1806,  had  kept  silence  for  fifteen.yeara 
on  the  inefficiency  of  the  offices  which  he 
now  proposed  to  abolish,  he  must  have 
aome  reason  for  now  speaJung  out,  which 
he  had  not  before.  That  object  was  easily 
guessed  at.  He  had  employed  his  motion 
merely  as  a  peg  on  which  to  hang  his  at- 
tack upon  him.  In  pursuance  of  that 
design,  the  hon.  mover  had  stated  that  liis 
(Mr.  W'a.)  accession  to  office  was  a  pur- 
chase of  family  interest.  To  answer 
aeriooslv  a  charge  of  this  kind  would  be  to 
•cknowledfle  the  probability  of  its  troth ; 
aod  chermre  he  would  not  say  one 
word  on  the  subject.  He  had  now  sat 
jn  the  House  for  twenty-five  years, 
Mid  he  called  upon  boo.  gentlemen  who 
h0A.  oheerved  his  conduct  to  say  whe- 
ther he-had  ffhren  ground  &r  such  in< 
ainttatioos.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  order 
to  make  out  the  charge  of  sacrMdpg  prin- 
ciple to  phc?,  had  mentioned  his  (Mr. 
.W's.)  vote  against  the  salt-tax  before  he 
came  into  office,  and  his  lupport  of  it  on 
a  late  occasion ;  but,  wu  there  any  thing 
ineoQsiatent  in  voting  against  a  tax  at  one 
ttoM,  and  for  it  another }  He  was  ghkl 
of  thai  cheer,  becauie  itshowed  that  he 
was  undentood  by  those  who  with  him, 
before  the  year»  1606,  opposed  the  pro- 
perty tax,  and  who  afterwards  pi)eserved 
aod  mcreaaed  it.  In  the  case  in  question, 
he  thooj^  Ae  salt  tax  objectionable,  aod 
yot^  for  its  repeal.  He  stiU  reUined  the 
aapieoDiiiieo;  hot  be  was  prevented  from 
givhig  bis  fotoi  by  eircuiilitances  which 


had  oecQftd  in  the  hilerval  belwepo  the 
former  and  the  reoent  diseusfioo.  The 
House  had  voted  that  a  linking  fond  of 
SfiOOfiOQl.  was  neceasarr  to  aopport  pub- 
lic credit:  the  ftith  of  parliament  waa 
pledged  to  this  amount ;  the  pubUc  cre- 
ditor relied  oo  its  maintenance ;  a  great 
financial  operation,  rendered  practiSahla 
by  a  rigid  adherence  to  national  engage-* 
ments,  wfas  going  on  in  consequence.;  and 
this  was  the  time  chosen  for  moving  tb^ 
repeal  of  a  tax  which  had  entered  aaa  ne- 
ceesary  element  into  the  fond  which  the  re* 
solution  of  the  House  had  pledged  it  to 
support.  If,  after  passing  tnis  resolotioo» 
the  House  had,  in  the  course  of  eight  dajs, 
turned  round  aind  destroyed  its  own  work, 
it  would  have  rendered  itself  unworthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  public  He  had  not, 
therefore,  changed  his  ideas  of  the  im- 
policv  of  the  salt  tax ;  but  he  had  allowed 
his  ideas  regardbff  its  immediate  repeal, 
to  be  overruled  by  imperious  circum- 
stances. The  hon.  gentleman  had  quoted 
to  him  the  opinion  of  a  branch  of  bis 
fiunily.  He  had  the  honour  to  belong  to  a 
family,  the  branches  of  which  often  took 
diffisrent  sides  in  politics.  He  allowed 
those  iHio  diffiNred  m>m  him  the  credit  of 
honestly  formiitt  and  following  their  opi- 
nions, and  he  claimed  the  aame  credit  for 
himselC  Tlie  argument  drawn  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  against  the  possession  of  iieata 
by  the  commissuKiers  ot  the  board  of  con- 
trol did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  well 
founded.  The  parliament  of  oueen  Anna 
could  not  foresee  that  we  should  have,-in- 
eluding  our  India  establishments,  a  re- 
venue of  80,000,000^  to  be  administered, 
and  the  act  that  had  admitted  the  com- 
missioners to  hold  seats  was  as  valid  as  the 
act  which  was  supposed  to  exclude  tbein. 
With  regard  to  the  charge  of  his  having 
changed  his  opinions  widi  his  situation, 
it  was  unfounded.  He  did  not  accept  of 
office  till  he  fooo4  that  the  opmions^  of 
those  with  whom  he  joined  coincided  with 
his  own.  If  an  opportunity  should  occur 
when  an  expression  should  be  called  for  of 
any  of  his  miner  opinioos,  be  wu  pre- 
pared to  show  that  th^  had  undergone 
nodumge;  and  until  such  an  opportunity 
arrived,  he  must  be  content  to  pass  by 
with  indifoence  any  insinuations  to  thie 
contrary. 

LordBitming  merely  wished  to  state  a 
word  in  answer  to  Ae  charge  of  the  hon. 
meaaher  for  Weymouth^  who  had  sfud, 
that  a^fopatch  from  th^  Board  of  Direo- 
toi^  whicb  would  have  dii^caoad  Chria* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1163}  HOUSE  OF  COBfMONS, 

liaiiitjrt  liad  been  Hopped  by  the  Board 
of  control,  and  prerented  fh>ni  being 
transmitted  to  Inaia.  Now  this  was  in- 
correct: the  dispatch  was  not  stopped; 
it  was  not  a  disgrace  to  Christianity ;  it 
was  firedy  dealt  with  at  the  board,  and 
fhen  adopted,  but  it  did  not  originally 
deserve  the  character  giren  of  it  by  the 
hon.  gentleman. 

Dr.  PhUlimare  rose,  only    to    repel 
a  charffe   against  bis  character ;   and  he 
trusted  that  the  personal  attack  of  the 
hon.  mofer  would  not  lead  him  to  be  per- 
sonal in  return.    He  roust,  however,  tell 
that  hon.  member,  that  before  be  again 
threw  out  such  insinuations,  and  indulged 
m  such  charges,  he  should  examine  more 
atrietly  the  grounds  on  which  they  were 
bottomed.     He  was  inconsistent,  it  was 
said,  and  he  had  cost  the  country  a  million 
and  a  half  of  money.    Now,  how  was  that 
charge  made  out?  The  hon.  gentleman 
answered,  that  he  had  voted  for  a  repeal 
of  the  salt  tax  before  he  came  into  office, 
and  against  that  repeal  when  in  office* 
The  statement  was  incorrect.    Hfe  had 
never    voted  for  an    immediate  repeal, 
though  the  charge  had  been  malevolently 
made  our  of  doors,  and  attempted  to  be 
supported  on  garbled  extracts  fVom  his 
ipeeches.    He  disdained  to  reply  to  the 
quarter  whence  this  imputation  proceeded, 
but  in  his  place  in  parliament  he  was  wil- 
h'ng  to  explain  his  conduct.    The  resolu- 
tion wliich  he  had  brought  forwardi  and 
which  was  studiously  omitted  in  the  gar- 
bled extracts  from  his  speeches,  merely 
pledged  the  House  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  consider  of  the  repeal  of 
the  tax.    He  would  conclude  by  assuring 
the  House,  tfiat  when  he  accepted  of 
office  he  had  done  so  with  a  resolution  to 
do  his  duty  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities. 
Mr.  Creeoey  briefly  nsplied.    He  said, 
he  had  understood  Mfore  he  came  down 
to  the  House,  that  the  great  performer 
was  to  be  put  in  requisition  that  ni^t, 
and  that  this  was  hb  last  appearahce  on 
that  stage  for   some  time.    Like  some 
other  great  actors,  however,  he  had  over- 
done his  part.    The  House  had  heard  all 
the  changes  rung  on  a  fbw  words,  and 
each  time  his  friends  laughed  at  his  re« 
peated  attempts  at  wi^gery,  as  if  they 
were  new.    Thus  they  bad  heard  no  leal 
than  four  or  five  limes  the  very  amusing 
phrases  of  the  ««idle  secretmy,*^  <<the 
idle,  loitering^  newspaper«>readmg  tecre- 
tary/  «« the  idle  parUwindow  gazing  Be«> 
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cretary,"  ••  the  Idle  saeretai7's  stillness  of 
stagnation.**    Bat,  would  the  House  be- 
lieve that  all  these  epithets  applied  to  the 
great  performer  himself?  The  great  per* 
former  was  precisdy  the  idle  secretary. 
Did  they  never  hear  of  an  idle  ambassa- 
dor with  a  large  salary,  who  went  to  a 
country  where  there  aras  no  court,  to  wel- 
eome  a  king  who  had  never  arrived  ?  The 
great  performer  only  took  for  gnmted 
that  he  was  an  idle  secretary — a  character 
which  his  right  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey) 
would  not  give  him;  but  all  the  world 
knew  that  he  was  a  richly-paid  idle  am- 
bassador.   Let  a  jury  of  the  country  be 
impanelled— let  him  and  the  great  per- 
former be  judged  by  impartial  men,  and 
he  had  no  dread  of  the  decision  that 
would  be  given.    Having  attempted  to 
turn  out  the  noble  marquis,  bis  friend,  he 
was  himself  turned  out,  and  saw  the  noble 
marquis  the  distributor  of  office.     He 
then  accepted  of  a  place  under  that  noble 
marquis,  whom  he  had  pronounced  inca- 
pable.   This  tip-top  wag  of  the  country 
was  sent  out  on  an  idle  missioii— he  re- 
turned to  serve  under  the  noble  marquis 
and,  after  having  played  his  appointed 
time,  he  came  down  to  night  for  his  be* 
nefit.    The  house  had  heard  his  perform 
mance,  and  his  friends  had  M)pliEiuded. 
He  appeared  to  be  the  ddignt  of  the 
Houses  when  he  talked  of  <<  idle  windoW'*. 
lookioff  secretaries''  and  *< still  stagna- 
tions.'^ Bat  leaving  his  jokes  and  wag'*' 
gery  out  of  the  question,  what  had  the 
great  performer  said  in  defence  of  the 
boards  and  the  two  paid  commissioners  f 
Nothing  at  all  i  unleas  that  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  have  a  noble  Ibrdand  a  riffhthoo.  gen- 
tleman to  read  his  papers  for  him.    Could 
not  two  clerks  read  these  papers  as  well  as 
two  commlssiooers  f  Was  it  necessary  for 
this  purpose  to  have  two  membera  or  par- 
liameatr   The  House  had  ooly  heard  of 
15  bills  behg  presented  by  Aem  in  so 
many  years;  but,  could  not  these  bills 
have  beeta  prepared  without  thett  i  Why 
four  members  In  the  House  fh>m  one 
board  ?  he  never  denied  the  utiliCy  of  the 
president;  all  he  contended  fbr  was,  that, 
with  an   active  president,   no  assistant 
commissioners  were  necessary.  Although 
All  motion  should  be  lost,  he  did  not 
denmh*,  notwithstandfaig  dl  the  waggery 
of  nie  great  performer,  to  canr  bis  point 
at  last,  and  tmrn  out  the  learoed  ci vimnu 

The  House  divided :  Ayes  88.    Noes, 
879.    Majority  agamst  the  moUott  185. 
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List  qfthe  Minority. 


Altborpt  ykcU 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Barings  sir  T. 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Benyon,  B. 
Bemaly  R. 
Birch,  J. 
Bright,  H. 
Bnidett,  sir  F. 
Byng,  G^ 

Boagheyt  '^  J«  ^« 
Calvert,  C 
Calcraft,  John 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cavendidi,  C. 
Coflb,  sir  I. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Colbome^N.B. 
Concannon,  L. 
Crespigny,  sir  W,  P. 
Cromptom  S. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Duncannon,  visct; 
Ebrington,  visct, 
EUice,  £. 

FergussoD,  sir  R.  C. 
Foley,  T.H. 
Folkestone,  vise. 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Haldimand,  W. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hill,  lord  A. 
Hobtiotise,  J.  C. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Hume,  J. 
Hurst,  R. 

Hutchinson,  hon.CJK. 
James,  W. 
Johnson,  ool. . 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lennard,T.  B. 
Lushington,  S. 
Leycester,  R. 
Maberly,  J. 


Maheriy^W.L. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Maulc,  hon.  W. 
Moore,  P. 
Maijoribanks,  S. 
Normanby,  visct. 
Newmui,  R.  W» 
Nugent,  k>rd 
{yCallaghftn,  J. 
Ord,W. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Palmer,  coL 
Palmer,  C,  F. 
Philips,  G. 
Philips/ G.R. 
Price,  ttobt. 

gtn,  F. 
otsdo,D. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Robart9,  A. 
RobartSy  Geo. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Rickford,  W. 

Smitii, 

Smith,—-* 
SeteD,eariol 
Stuart,  lord  J. 
^kfts,D. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Hemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Tpte,  C.  K. 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Webbe^  E. 
Wharton,  J. 
Whiibread^S. 
Williams,  W. 
Willinii8,R. 
Williams,  O. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wood,  alderman 

TELLERS* 

Creevey,  T. 
Smith,  W. 


FoiOGX  or  THE  Mbtbofolis.]  Mr. 
Secretary  Pe^i,  in  novisg  for  a  com* 
mittee  on  the  polioe  of  the  metropolian 
aaid*  hethould  abstain  from  diaciiasing  or 
even  gtf  log  an  opinion  upon  the  subject* 
He  trueted  that  iJie'HoQso  would  not  tH^ 
tfibttto  his  forfaeiranre  to  any  thing  like 
inaanaibilitj  to  the  importance  m  tkft 
qnettioa;  it  isat  tbe  psuramoont  iHspcf*^ 
tanco  of  the  tnb^ect^  and  ita  intimate  cm^ 
nasuonwith  dieoriminaLjuriapcudenea  of 
the  couairy,  whidi  indneed  hkn^  (advec^ 
ting  to  the  abort  time  be  had  bean  in  office) 
to  doubt  bia  competency  to  treat  it  fta 
ttic^t  be  expectedl  Any  opinion  which 
be  eoujd  at  present  offer  to  the:  House 


muit,  in  the  natose  of  tbtogf^  be  crude 
and  imperfect.  In  1816, 181 7»  and  1818. 
commiiteea  liad  sat  upon  the  state  of  our 
police:  those  committees  had  collected 
much  valuable  information,  but  they  had 
concluded  their  reports  by  a  recommen^ 
datioo  of  further  inquiry;  and,  in  coropli* 
ance  with  that  recommendation,  and  of  a 

Comise  eiven  by  ministera  last  session^ 
I  brought  forward  bia  present  motion. 
He  had  endeavoured  to  form  the  propo* 
sed  committee  of  gentlemen  whose  atten- 
tion had  been  turned  to  the  subjecti  and 
who  were  likely,  from  theplacea  they  re- 
,  presentedi  to  nave  no  pectuiar  inlereat  in 
the  subject ;  and .  he  hoped  that  the 
inquiry  would  be  pretecuted  with  but  one 
viewjip-the  oblainios  for  the  metropolis  aa 
perfect  a  system  of  poUce  as  was  consis-* 
tent  with  the  character  of  a  free  country* 
— The  motion  waa  agreed  tOf  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed. 

HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Friday ^  March  15. 
Ilcbkster  Gaol  —  TnxATMByT  on 
Mr.  Hunt.]  The  Earl  of  Damley 
wished  to  call  their  lordships'  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  gaol  of  Uchester,  where 
it  appeared  that  practices  of  a  mesi  ex* 
traordinary  nalure  had  for  some  time 
existed*  wbateYcr  the  other  deserts  of 
Mr.  Hunt»  the  individual  bjr.wbom  these 
practices  were  broufflii  to  kgbt,  in  etbep 
respecu  mkhi  be»  the  country  waa  much 
indebted  XeMm  for  expeaing  such  atroci- 
ties. He  fully  acquitted  the  government, 
of  anv  concern,  m  the  persecutions  in- 
flicted  on  that  individual ;  but  when  they 
could  not  but  know  that  persecution  gave 
importaoce  to  ita  victim,  they  should  nave 
taken  care  that  such  importaoce  was  not 
given  to  the  person,  in  question.  He 
would  roove»  for  a.copy  of  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  on  nchester  gaoL-* 
Ordered. 

Irish  Tithbs.]  The  Duke  of  Dmnm* 
$hip€  presented  a  petition  from  the  corpo- 
ration ofthecityofWaterfofd.  Thepoo 
tiiioaers  prayed  their  lordships  to  take 
into  consideration  the  disordeied  state  of 
Irdand,  aod  in  particuhu'  the  system  of 
tithes,  and  the  mode  of  their  collection. 
They  were  i^roprietfira  of  the  tithes  o£ 
thinteen  pmrisbes^  yet»  notwithstanding 
tbia interest,  thev  wero  willingto  agree  to 
any  measure  wnidi  might  tend  to  th* 
public  advantage.    He  waa  anxious*  to; 
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dkect  their  lordflhipt'  attemioo  to  thfa  ifii* 
portani  subject;  aod  as,  from  certain 
circumstances,  he  rarely  toolc  any  part  in 
their  lordships'  debates,  he  felt  himself 
honoured  in  having  to  lay  before  them  the 
sentiments  entertained  respecting  it  by 
so  respectable  a  body.  The  freauent  re- 
currence of  those  scenes  of  disorder  which 
PQw  existed  in  Ireland,  must  be  regarded 
as  evidence  of  something  being  wrong  in 
Ae  system  by  which  that  country  was  ffo« 
verned.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what 
raeaaures  ought  to  be  adopted;  but  he 
thought  there  was  nothing  in>the  state  of 
Ireland  which  more  inmediately  demanded 
their  lordships'  attention  than  the  system 
of  tithes*  He  believed  it  would  be  found 
that  the  collection  was  not  eftcted  with- 
out great  severity.  The  riffid  collection 
was,  perhaps*  necessary  whue  the  system 
exiitted;  but,  then,  that  very  necessity 
proved  the  propriety  of  resortmg.to  some 
other  means  of  providing  for  the  church. 
The  clergy  and  the  people  would  be 
equally  benefitted  by  such  a  change;  for 
it  would  lessen  the  number  of  dissenters 
from  the  established  church,  and  render 
its  ministers  more  universally  objects  of 
respect.  He  was,  himself,  the  proprietor  of 
the  tithes  of  more  than  20  parttnes,  and 
be  was  ready  to  make  a  very  great 
sacrifice  to  remove  the  evils  to  which  the 
system  was  liable.  All  lay  impropriators 
in  Ireland  would,  he  hoped,  be  anxious  to 
correct  a  system,  which  was  the  source  of 
so  much  mischief;  and  he  could  not  anti- 
cipate any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
dergy.  In  discussing  this  important  sub- 
ject, be  was  sure  that  none  or  their  lord- 
ships would  be  afraid  that  the  adoption  of 
any  meaisure  of  commutation  in  Ireland 
would  afford  m  precedent  for  interfering 
with  the  law  of  tithes  in  England.  No 
apprehension  of  this  kind  could  be  enter- 
tained, when  the  essentially  diffisrent  cir- 
cumstances of  the  two  countries  were  con- 
sidered. He,  therefore,  anxiously  hoped 
that  his  majesty's  ministers,  or  some  per- 
son qualified  for  the  task,  would,  without 
delay»  bring  the  question  of  Irish  tithes 
before  parnament.  There  was,  besides 
tithes,  another  frequent  subject  of  com- 
plaint rebuive  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  to 
which  he  felt  tome  delicacy  and  difficulty 
uk  alluding,  but  which  he  could  not  pass 
over  minoticedp— be  meant  the  complaint 
of  the  number  of  absentees.  As  one  who 
stood  in  that  situation,  he  was  most 
anjLious  that  no  conduct  of  his  should  ag- 
gmrate  any  injurioua  effiscts  to  which  non- 
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residence  might  glverise.  The  conscious- 
ness of  being  unavoidably  an  abseittee, 
had  always  iimoced  him  to  do  evenr  thine 
in  hn  power  to  mitigate  any  evil  which 
might  attach  to  such  a  character  in  a 
proprietor.  He  was  persuaded  that  their 
lordships  would  not  consider  the  present 
disturbances  a  reason  for  refraining  from 
any  investigation  which  the  state  of  Ire- 
land called  for.  The  existence  of  those 
disturbances  was  rather  a  motive  for 
hastening  the  duty  of  inauiry.  If  h 
should  1^  found  to  be  in  tne  power  of 
parliament  to  apply  any  remedy,  nothing 
could  bd  more  gratefol  than  the  perform^ 
ance  of  that  imperative  duty.  Ireland 
had  now  the  happiness  to  possess  a  lord 
lieutenant  who  would  give  its.  state  full 
consideration,  and  whose  vigour,  exfie- 
rience,  and  talents,  would  1^  employed 
for  its  benefit.  He  entreated  their  lord« 
ships  serious  attention  to  the  pn^er  of 
this  petition,  which  spoke  the  sentiments 
of  all  the  loyal,  intell^nt,  and  substan- 
tial part  of  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  felt  convinced, 
that  he  only  gave  utterance  to  the  senti- 
ments of  every  noble  peer  in  the. House, 
when  he  expressed  his  regret  thst  any 
circumstances  should  prevent  the  noble 
duke  from  taking  a  more  freqo^t  part  ia 
its  debates.  He  had  never  seen  a  question 
brought  forward  in  a  more  manly,  dis- 
tinct, and  able  manner.  The  petition  was 
entitled  to  the  roost  serious  consideration^ 
from  the  respectability  of  the  body  firom 
which  it.  proceeded,  and  from  the  influ- 
ence and  property  of  the  noble  duke  by. 
whom  it  had  been  presented.  Whatever 
the  inconvenience  of  absentees  might  be, 
and  he  did  not  deny  that  thcr  were  great, 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  Itnowing  and 
believmg  that  there  was  no  laridldrd  more 
liberal  towards  his  tenants,  and  more 
ei^er  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
mitigate  their  sufferings,  than  the  noble 
duke.  With  respect  to  the  subject  of  the- 
petition,  it  was  a  question  which  occupied 
the  most  serious  attention  of  the  DoUe 
marquis  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
Ireland,  and  of  die  asembers  of  adminn-^ 
tration  in  this  country*  It  ^as  necessary^ 
however,  that  one  or  two  prejudicea* 
should  be  removed.  With  respect  ta  the 
present  disturbances,  he  did  not  bdieve 
that  much  of  them  belonged  to  the  ques- 
tion of  tithes.  Neither  was  it  a  qaestioa 
sdely  between  the  deigy  and  toe  com*, 
mmiity :  for  more  than  one-third  of  the 
tithes  in  lieland  was  not  in  the  possea*. 
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•iod  aftlitf  d^rinr*  bat  in'tlmt  of  ilMlajr 
impropriacort.  Her  ittated  this  t9  do  away 
an  injurioiit  impuCatioo  which  had  been 
east  uaon  the  clergyw  He  could  not 
apeak  nron  hit  own  experience  of  the 
manner  In  which  tithes  were  lfe?fed  in 
Irshndy  bat  it  would  ReneraMy  be  found 
in  England  that,  the  aergy  were  net  the 
persons  most  se?ere  in  the  exaction  of 
their  rights*  It  was  important  that  their 
lordlhips  should  not  suppose  that  this 
great  question  had  been  oirerlooked.  It 
had  been  under  consideration  for  many 
years ;  and  even  a  noble  duke  who  was  at 
the  bead  of  the  Irish  gOTOmment  in  1806 
and  1807,  had  arow^,  that  he  had  not 
found  any  plan  which  eompletely  met  the 
object  which  he  had  in  view.  There  was 
a  difficulty  which,  lioweTer,  he  did  not 
conskier  as  insurmountable.  It  was  this 
— ttat  in  any  conmiQCation  of  tithes,  the 
adtantage  in  profit  was  most  likelf  to 
he  en  Ae  skie  of  the  dergy.  This  to 
him  was  no  objection ;  especially  as  tfie 
akeratfon  proposed  would  have  a  tendency 
to  produce  tranquilKty  in  the  country. 
The  noble  duke  had  alluded  to  a  TOrjr  ge- 
neral notion,  that  it  was  impossible,  to 
enter  into  the  question  ef  dines  in  Fre^ 
land,  without  being  called  upon  to  do  the 
same  in  England.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  dttlce  in  thinking  that  there  was  no 
^adew  df  neeessi^  in  the  case ;  and  he 
should  -add,  that  he  aaw  no  reason  Why 
persons  the  most  averse  to  entering  into 
the  Oonsideration  of  the  question  of  tithes 
as  it  redded  England,  might  not  readily 
entertam  the  same  question  with  regard 
to  Ireland.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
purely  an  Irish  question !  and  the  object 
of  tnqetry  wovdd  be,  how  to  6o  justice  to 
the  clergy,  and  all  those  interested  in  the 
particular  kind  of  property.  It  ought  not 
fo  be  mixed  with  any  other  question.  He 
might  say,  that  the  subject  was  under  con<' 
sideration^  and  that  those  whose  particular 
business  it  was  to  consider  the  question 
were  earnestly  applying  their  minds  to  it. 

The  Marquis  or  Lamdawn  said,  there 
were  circumstances  connected  with  <he 
pedtion-just  presented,  which  commanded 
their  lordships' partictilar  attention;  first, 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  in* 
traduced  by  his  noble  friend,  who  had 
done  such  ample  justice  to  the  subject; 
and  next,  in  the  character  of  the  peti- 
tioners, who  'called  opoa  thenr  lordships 
to  interfere  on  the  great  principles  of  jus* 
tiee  and  policy.  Whidttver  remedy  thehr 
lordships  might  find  tot  the  evH,  it  must 
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redound  to  the  honour  of  the  corporation 
of  Waterford,  that  they  had  so  readily 
expressed  their  willingness  to  renounce 
impoHant  intertsts  for  the  sake  of  re^ 
movbg  from  themselves  the  odium  and 
perplexitj  which  the  system  of  tithe 
property  created,  and  from  the  country  a 
principfe  of  distraction  and  dissebslon 
which  had  so  loiig  afflicted  it.  His  nobl^ 
friend  had  stated  the  extent  to  which  he 
was  proprietor  of  tithes,  and  the  indivi- 
dual vrho  was  now  addressing  their  lord- 
ships was  not  uninterested  in  that  kind  Of 
property.  In  common  with  the  petitioners, 
lie  came  before  them  to  express  his 
anxiety,  that  the  System  of  tithes  should 
be  investigated,  and  he  was  sure  that  they 
would  find  in  the  statements  of  the  peti- 
tioners ample  grounds  for  making  it  the 
subject  of  prompt  and  serious  considera- 
tion. No  man  who  fairiy  considered  the 
question  could  fail  to  acknowledge  it  to 
De  most  unfortunate,  that  a  species  of 
property  already  abolished  in  most  parts 
of  Europe  should  continue  in  its  v^ry 
worst  state  in  ^t  part  of  Europe,  where 
its  existence  presented  the  greatest 
anomaly  with  (he  state  of  sodety,  and  was 
productive  of  the  greatest  possible  mis- 
dtAct  If  the  ingenuity  of  the  legislature 
had  been  devot^  to  the  discovery  of  a 
particular  institution  which  should  pre- 
sent the  greatest  bar  to  the  success 
of  the  Protestant  church  in  Ireland— 
which  should  have  the  greatest  effect 
in  alienating  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  established  form  of  worship 
—which  should  be  most  successful  in 
Sowing  discord,  and  encouraging  its 
growth  when  soWn — Oo  better  means 
could  have  been  devised  than  the  state 
of  the  law  respecting  tithes.  But,  while 
these  considerations  imperiously  called 
upon  their  lordships  to  proceed  to  the 
investigation  of  the  subject,  there  was 
nothing  in  such  an  inquiry  which  implied 
any  hostility  to  the  established  church. 
"Wiiatever  evil  there  n^t  be  in  the  con- 
ditions attached  to  this  description  of 
property,  the  Protestant  clergy  were  inr 
no  respect  ai^swerable  for  iL  They  were 
the  ministers  ofhumanity and  benevolence, 
as  far  as  the  state  of  the  country  would 
permit.  If  they  could  not  always  carry 
their  religion  into  the  cottage  of  the  poor 
man,  they  carried  that  advice  which  their 
situation  afiPorded  them  to  give,  and  pro- 
moted that  conciliation  which  it  re- 
quired. It  was  not  to  such  men  the  evils 
felt  en  this  subject  ought  to  be  attributed. 
4  F 
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They  belonged  to  the  system  itself.  Bat 
it  was  also  true,  that  there  unfortunately 
were  instances  of  the  contrary.  It  was 
one  of  the  evils  attending  tithes>  that  they 
would  often  fall  into  the  hands  of  persons 
who  would  avaU  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity which  the  tenure  of  that  pro- 
perty  affordedi  to  harass  those  who  had 
to  pay.  That  alone  was  a  great  source 
of  discontent.  The  noble  earl  had  said, 
that  the  existence  of  this  system  was  not 
a  principal  cause  of  the  present  disorders 
in  Ireland ;  but  there  were  many  instances 
in  which  it  appeared  that  the  collection  of 
tithes  had  been  the  sole  cause  of  the  dis- 
turbances. The. noble  marquis  here  re- 
ferred to  the  resolutions  of  the  magistrates 
of  two  baronies,  unanimously  agreed  to, 
stating,  tliat  the  collection  of  the  tithes 
bad  occasioned  disorders  which  could  be 
attributed  to  no  other  cause,  and  instanced 
the  case  of  a  curate  who  farmed  the  tithes 
t>f  his  rector,  and  who  had  raised  them  75 
per  cent  since  1815.  It  was  evident,  that 
the  system  pursued  by  tithe*proctors, 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect  without 
producing  the  most  bitter  consequences* — 
He  bad  alluded  to  the  system  of  tithes 
having  undergone  modification  in  other 
countries ;  but  their  lordships  would  not 
therefore  suppose,  that  he  meant  to  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  similar  measures 
in  this  country.  He  was  willing  to  admit 
that  advantages  had  been  obtamed,  even 
in  those  countries  on  the  continent  in 
which  the  changes  had  been  most  exten- 
sive ;  but  those  changes  were  of  so  revo- 
lutionary a  nature,  and  had  been  attended 
by  such  a  character  of  spoliation,  that  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  any  disposition  to 
imitate  them  m  this  country.  The  only 
principle  which  should  guide  their  lord- 
ships' conduct  in  legislating  on  this  sub- 
ject was,  to  do  ample  justice  to  those  who 
were  interested  in  tithe  property ;  but,  in 
doing  this  ample  justice,  it  would  be  found, 
that  as  much  might  be  obtained  by  the 
church,  and  as  much  be  paid  by  the  farmer, 
without  any  of  those  dreadful  evils  that 
attended  the  present  mode  of  collection. 
And  he  might  tell  their  lordships,  that 
from  the  manner  in  which  this  property 
was  managed  at  present,  those  who  were 
least  deserving  or  the  full  advantages  of 
it  were  the  most  rigid  in  exacting,  and 
the  most  successful  in  obtaining  them.  It 
was  not  the  estimable  persons  to  whom 
he  alluded  before — it  was  not  the  worthy 
rector  who  lived  among  his  Hook,  and  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  duties  of  religious 
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iostmction  and  the  UKNin^  of  private 
charity,  who  did  all  the  good  in  his  power, 
and  was  contented  sometimes  witn  one- 
third  of  his  due^  who  benefitted  by  the 
present  system :  but  it  was  the  indiflerent 
rector,  the  absent  clergyman,  who  did  no- 
thing, that  exacted  most,  and  employed 
persons  who,  in  forwardinff  bis  interests, 
often  outraged  the  best  flings  of  tbe 
human  heart.  With  respect  to  the  remedy 
for  the  evils  of  which  the  petitioners  com- 
plained, it  would  be  premature  to  enter 
on  the  consideration  of  it.  He  miffbt, 
however,  say,  respecting  what  had  faU^i 
from  tbe  no^le  earl,  about  the  views  of  a 
noble  duke  who  was  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  that  the  noble  earl  was  mistaken 
when  he  considered  his  noble  friend  (tbe 
duke  of  Bedford)  as  having  formed  no 
opinion  or  plan  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the 
tithe  system.  The  noble  duke  had  formed 
an  opmipn,  and  drawn  up  a  plan,  to  the 
main  principle  of  which  he  adhered  to 
this  moment.  He  might  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  with  respect  to  one  mode  of  re- 
medving  the  evils  complained  of,  nameljjr, 
by  the  substitution  of  land  for  tithes,  it 
did  not  seem  so  liable  to  objection  in  Ireland 
as  m  England.  The  objection  in  this  part 
of  the  country  was,  that  by  converting 
the  clergyman  into  a  landed  proprietor, 
he  would  become  too  much  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  estate  to  attend  to 
the  care  of  his  parish ;  whereas,  in  Ire- 
land, the  clergyman  had  frequently  no 
clerical  duties  to  perform,  and  was  re- 
garded rather  as  a  magistrate  and  a  coun- 
try gentleman,  than  as  a  religious  in- 
structor. He  had  heard  with  pleasure, 
that  the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of  the 
Irish  government,  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  effects  of  the  tithe  system ; 
and  that  the  troubles  in  the  south  of  Ire- 
land were  not  considered  as  forming  any 
obstacle  to  the  discussion  of  the  existing 
system,  or  the  adoption  of  plans  for  ita 
correction.  He  would,  therefore,  leave  it 
for  the  present  in  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment ;  but  no  time  must  be  lost  in  enter- 
ing on  the  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject. Parliament  would  not  do  its  duty  if 
it  allowed  it  for  a  moment  to  escape  out 
of  their  sisht ;  for  though  there  were  con- 
fessedly obstacles  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  remedy,  these  obstacles  were  as 
nothing  when  viewed  in  comparison  with 
that  tremendous,  state  of  violence  and 
crime  now  organised  in  Ireland,  and  which 
tended  to  the  very  subversion  of  the  ele- 
ments of  society. 
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The  Earl  of  Limerick  said,  that  though 
the  present  discontents  of  Ireland  were 
not  all  to  he  ascribed  to  the  tithe  system^ 
yet  that  system  bore  a  great  share  in 
causing  them.  The  other  causes  were 
▼arious,  but  he  would  only  adrert  to  one 
of  them  ;  namely,  the  abominable  mode 
in  which  the  exdise  regulations  were  exe- 
cuted for  the  prevention  of  smuggling. 
The  proceedings  of  the  excise  in  this 
respect  were  sufficient  to  barbarise  any 
country--to  disorganize  the  army,  and  to 
demoralize  the  peasantry.  The  mili- 
tary were  employed,  under  the  con- 
duct of  the  revenue  officers,  in  scour- 
ing the  country  by  night,  and  fighting 
with  bodies  of  men  whom  the  harsh  mode 
of  enforcing  the  revenue  lairs  rendered 
ferocious  and  deroerate.  The  House 
should  not  delay  for  a  moment  to  in- 
vestigate evils  of  such  magnitude,  and 
apply  the  proper  remedy.  The  hard- 
ships which  they  had  occasioned,  com- 
bining with  othercauses,  had  given  birth  to 
a  rebellion  of  the  most  atrocious  nature, 
beginning  in  plunder,  and  ending  in 
the  assassination  of  some  of  the  most 
respectable  characters  of  the  country. 
Those  who  knew  the  coudtry,  would  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  the  tithes,  which  were 
intended  to  support  a  Protestant  estab- 
lishment,  acted,  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  collection  was  carried  into  effect^  as 
a  bounty  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Ca» 
tholic  religion  in  Ireland. 
.  The  £arl  of  Blesinton  said,  that  the 
tithe  system  was  as  obnoxious  to  the  great 
body  of  Protesunts  in  the  North,  as  it 
was  to  the  whole  of  the  Catholics  in  the 
south  of  Ireland.  The  conduct  of  those 
who  held  college  livings  was  particularly 
objected  to,  and  the  statutes  of  the 
college  should,  he  thought,  be  enforced 
against  them.  These  gentlemen  remained, 
till  good  livings  fell  vacant ;  and  then,  in 
their  old  age,  when  they  were  unable  to 
perform  their  duties,  they  came  down, 
with  14  or  15  children,  to  enjoy  emolu- 
ments for  which  they  did  nothing. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday  9  March  15. 
Breach  of  Privilbos — Trcasurt 
Circular.]  Lord  John  Russell  rose,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  cir- 
cumstance which  very  nearly  concerned 
their  rishts  and  privileges.  An  hon. 
monber  bad  received  a  letter,  requesting 


his  attendance  in  his  place  in  parliament, 
to  resist  the  dangerous  practices  of  lord 
Althorp,lord  Normanby,and  Mr.Creevey. 
There  was  also  a  sentence  in  the  same 
letter  which  contained  these  words:— 
<*  the  Opposition  in  despair  of  being  able 
to  get  into  office,  are  determined  to  break 
down  the  means  of  administering  the 
a£Pairs  of  the  country.''  This  letter  was 
signed  «•  C.  Arbuibnot."  Seeing  the 
right  hen.  secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  his 
place,  he  was  anxious  to  introduce  the 
subject,  being  convinced  from  his  charac- 
ter, that  his  signature  to  this  letter  must 
be  an  atrocious  forgery.  He  felt  con- 
yinced  that  the  right  hon.  secretary  would 
disavow  hating  written  such  a  letter,  and 
he  now  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  con- 
tradicting it.* 

Mr.  Arbuthnd  said,  that  in  consequence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  inform  the 
House,  that  the  expressions  just  quoted 
to  them  had  been  written  by  him.  They 
were  contained  in  a  letter  which  was  en- 
tirely of  a  private  nature ;  and  although 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  himself 
to  be  the  author  of  it,  he  could  not  admit 
that  the  expressions  in  question  would 
bear  the  construction  the  noble  lord  had 


*  The  following  b  a  copy  of  the  said 
letter :— . 

"  [Private.] — Downing-street,  8th 
March,  1822.^My  dear  Sir ;  On  Wednes- 
day next,  the  13th  instant,  a  motion  is  to 
be  made  bV  lord  Norroanby,  to  abolish 
the  office  of  one  of  the  postmasters-gene- 
ral, and  on  the  14th,  tne  da]^  following, 
Mr.  Creevey  makes  a  similar  motion 
against  the  board  of  control. — ^In  this 
manner  the  just  and  necessary  influence 
of  the  Crown  is  from  dav  to  day  attacked ; 
and  as  other  motions  of  a  similar  nature 
are  to  be  made  by  lord  Althorp,  &c. ;  it 
will  be  quite  impossible  for  any  set  of  men 
to  conduct  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, unless  practices  of  this  kind  shall  be 
successfully  resisted^ — It  seems  as  if  the 
Opposition,  in  despair  of  coming  into 
office,  had  determined  to  break  down  the 
means  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the 
country ;  and  as  this  subject  is  become 
most  serious  I  have  no  scruple  in  apprizing 
you  of  what  is  now  passing,  with  the  hope 
and  expectation  that  you  will  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  attend,  and  thus  to  lend  your 
aid  in  stemming  the  torrent  of  such  dan- 
gerous innovation*  Your's,  most  sincerely^ 
••  C.  Arbuthnot.'* 
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plaiced  upon  Aem.  He  meant  no  peaunxai 
reflection  whatever  upon  those  indiyiduidi  ( 
put  had  appHed  hit  observation  to  the 
inotions  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  and  not  to  their  motives.  H^  was 
fis  much  attached  to  the  preservation  of 
the  privileges  of  that  House  as  the  noUe 
lord,  but  he  could  not  for  a  moment  ad- 
mit that  he  had  done  any  thing  in  vida- 
iion  of  thoae  privyeges.  He  had  said  no- 
thing in  that  let^  but  what  he  would 
f  tate  in  his  plaqe  in  that  House. 

Lord  Normanhv  said*  that  feeling  be 
bad  been  actuated  only  by  aconsmenuous 
sense  of  duty  in  the  hne  Jie  had  pursuedj 
be  could  not  help  tbinkixv  it  extraordinary 
that  any  meniber  should  dare  to  ia^)ute 
to  him  a  wish  to  8l^xport  dangerous  doc* 
trinesy  of  to  undermine  the  l>est  interests 
pf  the  country,  for  having  introduced  a 
measure  whicn  had  twice  received  the 
sanction  of  that  Hoqse. 

Mr.  Arbuihnot  repeated,  that  th^e  wm 
nothirig  in  the  letter  which  be  bad  written 
io  bear  out  the  construction  put  upon  it. 

TheMarquis  of  Z.ofMfoiid«rrv  hadh^pedt 
that  the  freedom  of  debate,  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  was  sufficiently  under- 
stood to  allow  a  ladtude  of  discussion  upon 
public  topics.  The  gentlemen  opposite 
might  have  only  one  opinion  of  the  inno- 
^nt  tendency  of  their  meosares;  yet 
others  might  think  quite  the  reverse  ei 
Mieir  effect.  It  was  too  much  to  esy  that 
one  set  of  gentlemen  should,  in  thie  di&- 
pharge  of  what  they  deemed  to  be  their 
duty  in  parliament,  adopt  a  particular 
Qourse,  and  yet  complain  that  others  who 
differed  from  them  should  deliver  their 
ppinion  upon  diat  course  in  the  way  which 
i^  struck  them.  Still  more  extraordinary 
was  it,  that  such  a  proceeding  should  be 
brought  forward  as  a  breach  cm  privilege, 
lie  trusted  that  they  still  lived  m  a  land 
of  freedom,  and  that  nojtber  he  nor  his 
friends  were  to  be  gagged  by  the  gentle- 
men opposite,  who  weatened  to  visit 
with  a  oreach  of  privilege,  any  m|m  who 
ventured  to  express  an  opinion  nf  on  the 
tendency  of  their  measures^ 

Lord  Normanby  said,  that  he  ha4  not 
aeen  the  letter  alluded  to,  but  if  it  con- 
tained an. Imputation  upon  him  and  others 
of  bemg  actuated  by  a  desire  to  undeiv 
mine  the  best  institutions  of  the  icountry, 
it  was  wholly  unwarrantable. 

The  Marquis  of  Londandcnj  said,  it 

did  npt  follow,  because  the  writer  of  a 

'  letter  eintertained  an  oipioion  that  thei^o- 

ceedj^g^  of  others  w^ere  calculated  to  pro- 
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duoe  n  certain  effect,  thaft»  tberef^r%  ihey 
int^4c)d  to  prpdnoe  it. 

Colonel  Datdii  said,  the  letter  contain- 
ed the  wordgr---*^  the  Opposition,  desp^ 
ing  of  ^Miming  into  office,  had  determined 
to  dp  so  1^4  f  0**'  This  he  conceived  was 
a  direct  imputation. 

The  Marquis  of  Londontkrfy  observed, 
thai  it  was  np  .unusu^  thing  to  cfaarge 
ff^tlemen  with  an  anxiety  to  attain,  or  a 
deiipair  of  attaining  office. 

Mr.  Arbuihnci  said,  he  entertaioed  ^ 
greatest  personal  respect  for  some  of  the 
gentlemen  oppoute,  and  be  believed  they 
knew  it;  at  the  same  time,  be  confessed 
he  disliked  some  of  their  measures  s  and 
entertaining  that  dislike,  he  did  not  ftel 
that  the  privileges  of  the  House  prevented 
bis  eypreasing  it. 

LonI  John  RushU  said,  he  should  be 
Quite  ready  to  drop  all  fieirther  notice  of 
the  letter,  if  the  Speaker  would  say,  that 
it  was  competent  for  any  member,  con- 
sisteotly  witn  the  privlioges  of  that  Hous^ 
to  iiay>  that  one  set  of  gentlemen*  despmr- 
iog  ef  being  able  to  set  into  |>ower,  were 
emteavouring  to  unrarmine  the  constiui* 


The  Spfdher  said,  that  the  House  must 
see  the  difficulty  in  which  he  was  plaoed, 
in  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  constructum 
of  a  phrase  drawn  from  a  letter,  and  a^ 
plied  so  as  loafiect  the  reputation  of  indi* 
vid)ials»  which  letter  was  not  itself  befone 
the  House.  The  inconvenience  of  endeH- 
vaaring  to  discuss  a  case  of  privHege, 
under  such  circumstanoes,  was  obvious.  Im 
the  first  place,  to  impute  a  despair  of  at* 
taining  office  to  any  body,  was  an  impute^ 
tion  imch  did  not  come,  witbin  the  pro* 
hibition  of  the  orders  of  that  Hotise ;  but 
the  remainder  of  the  phrase,  if  uttered 
there,  would  be  strictly  unparliamentary, 
and  most  disorderly.  To  impute  an  un* 
worthy,  much  less  an  unconstitutional  mo* 
tive,  to  any  hon.  member  in  the  exercise 
of  bis  pubuc  duty  was  certainly  uoparlia* 
mentaiy.  But  then,  again,  if  the  imputa* 
tion  were  levelled  only  at  llie  tendency  of 
measures,  and  not  at  the  jntentiona  of  the 
individuals  who  had  originated  them,  the 
case  would  be  different;  s(ill  it  was  im- 
possible ibr  them  to  consider  the  con- 
struction  of  the  phrase  without  having  the 
actual  words  before  them.  Aa  optiilon 
might  be  wrong  and  mistakenly  amlied; 
but  still  not  unpailiamentary.  if  tne  Ioh 
putation  were  directly  applied  lo  indivi- 
duals, there  jcould  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
most  outrageously  disorderly*   Not  havji 
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iag  read  tlie  word*  wUch  w^cns  aeimad- 
verted  ppoa  by  the  noble  loi4,  he  wea 
utterly  incimble  of  giving  ao  opinkm 
upon  tbeir  characler ;  and  in  the  abaoMe 
of  the  letter,  the  House  must  perhaps  be 
atruck  with  the  dapgeroos  conseqaeuee  of 
embarking,  in  a  debate  upon  them. 

Mr,  AAuihMot  jconceiyed,  that  any  opi* 
nion  expressed  in  a  private  letter  could 
not  be  eonaidered  a  breach  of  the. privi- 
leges of  that  House.  The  letter  in  <|uea» 
tion  was  a  private  letter,  and  so  pnvate 
was  it^  that  be  dedaied,  upon  bis  honour, 
be  had  kept  no  c$^  of  it.  In  writing 
that  letter  he  had  not  the  ilightest  iaten« 
tion  of  giving  offence  iaany  quarter;  bsit 
still  if  the  act  wes  a  wrong  0Be»  he  was 
ready  to  bear  the  fuU  responsibility  of  it. 
Who  had  made  the  letter  pobliohe  ooiild 
not  teU.  If  in  writing  the  letter  he  had 
acted,  wrong,  he  was  the  last  man  to  abriok 
from  the  respoosftility  attached  to  hia 
oonduct 

Mr.  fVjsfmm  obserred,  that  this  wea  the 
first  tifloe  he  had  heard  the  fipeaker  called 
upon  to  dedde  upon  a  questioo  on  an  hy<- 
pothetical  nase.  The  fetter  In  question 
was  certainly  a  private  coeimanitiation* 
and  could  not  be  Qonstrued  into  a  braaidi 
of  privilege.  Suppose  some  aentleman 
opposite  mere  to  wdte  to  a  Aiead»  and 
state  that  the  measums  pnieued  by  minia* 
lers  were  likely  to  evertum  Che  tibeities 
of  the  couatry<»-«FOttld  any  pecaoa.  cob« 
tend  that  this  was  a  breach  or  prkilege? 
If  Sodi  a  cemaittnieation  were  to  be  ao 
oonskleBcd,  he  brtieved  Aey  would  bate 
very  maav  breaehes  of  privilege  to  dedde 
upon.  There  was  not  on  the  recorda  of 
fiarliament  a  proposition  more  monatrous, 
ainceihetlmewhi^tfaeHousehaddisgBaced 
itself  beyond  redempcioa,  by  expelling^ 
aoBMt  and  oommittin^  o^r  membersi  who 
nefused  to  ^ve  credit  to  the  Popish  flot 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firat. 

Sir  R.  Fergusion  'said,  the  right  hen. 
gentlemao  had  looked  atihia  transaction 
as  if  it  had  been  a  single  letter  sent  to  a 

Srivate  iadividual.  Buti  what  wodd  the 
louse  aay,  if  it  turned  eat  to  be  a  Treasury 
circular,  sent  to  absent  members,  to  In* 
duce  them  lie  atttnd  and  give  iheir  sun- 
noct  to.B&iniitert.  This,  lie  beUeved  m 
nis  conscience,  to  be  the  fi^t. 

I  Mr.  Wmn  said,  his  r%|ht  hen.  friend 
had  atated,  that  the  letter  am  a  private 
one,  and  that  he  had  kept  no  copy  of  it. 

•  Mr.  Qeorgs  Lamb  declared  his  surprise, 
that  after  the  satisfisoory  emlanatten  and 
diaaveasal  given  by  the  i^ht  bom  aacre^ 


tary  to  the  Tmsury,  the  ri|^t  hen.  ^eil# 
tleman  (Mr.  Wynn)  should  nave  revived 
the  question  4>f  privilege ;  and  he  was  sliU 
more  astonished  to  find  ^t  the  rif^t  hon* 
gentleman,  in  hia  ^leech,  had  begged  the 
whole  question,  and  uttered  a  violent 
tirade  on  the  indelicacy  of  intrading  upon 
(Mrivate  correspoodenoe.  The  whole  ques^ 
tion  here  was,  whetherthe  letter  was  or 
waa  not  a  prir ate  letterw-«-[Mr.  Arbudinef , 
'*  I  repeatedly  9aid  it  was."]'^He  could 
assure  the  nght  hon.  gentleman  that  ha 
did  not  mean  to  gainsay  hia  esfdanatiaii, 
which  he  considered  |>erfeotly  satiaftiotory. 
Bat  he  muat  rapeat  his  aatanishinent,  that 
a  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  who  teak  such  exr 
cessive  care  of  the  fiMrma  and  prtvilegea  of 
that  Houae,  should  have  thought  proper, 
after  the  explanation  whidi  hadoeea  ghran, 
to  fiewmen  audi  a  dise«ssten« 

I^ordJ.  J^tsuaUsaid,  heliadnotcdled 
the  letter  a  braadi  of  f rifflege;  but  had 
iaid>  that  it  waa  a  matter  wUch  neariy 
ceaceoaed  the  privileges  of  padiaaaent  { 
inasmuch  aa  die  writer  had  imputed  un« 
worl^  snotivea  to  members  of  that  House. 
The  light  ban.  asember  had  disavowed 
any  mm  imputatioBa  ( and  he  (lord  J.  R«) 
was  aatisfied.  He  had  made  no  motiont-» 
he  had  no  motion  to  make. 

Lord  NormaiAy  aaid,  that  aa  dl  perso* 
ad  dlusionhad  b«en  difdaimed,  ha  wodd 
be  the  last  snaa  in  the  Houae  4e  foUew  ap 
the  eaatter  any  farther. 

Aemt  EariHATJBS.]  The  House  hav« 
ing  raadved  itaelf  into  a  committee  of 
supply,  to  which  the  Army  Estimates  weas 
raferaed,  lord  Pdmeiaton  asovad,  m  That 
2S6,8S(V.  ik.\d.be  mnted  for  the  Mia- 
eaUaneoua  Serdoea  orthe  Lead  Forces  in 
Great  Britdn  and  on  the  atatmaa  abroad.^ 

Mr.  Hume  said,  the  charge  fisr  tba 
table  kept  for  the  officera  of  the  foot 
and  life-guards  at  St.  James's  Fdaoa 
waa  6/)Q0i2i,  he  shoaM  prapoae  to  re- 
duee  it  to  S,00(W.  It  waa  contrary  to 
genard  practice  to  auppori audi  a  table; 
haaides,  tbejgtravagance  with  whieb  tba 
table  at  S^f  akne^a  waa  anppoited,  would 
i^nre  thedkny,  and  lead  die  offioeralnta 
paofine  habits.  The  next  charge  be 
would  reduce  waa  the  ridmg-teoae  at* 
Fiadico,  When  the  sum  of  9,0001.  waa 
diaady  addibr  riding  maaters,  die  riding* 
houae  nagbt  be  dispensed  with.  TheWU 
for  InapeBDng  the  regimentd  colonra 
might  Uk&iiBe  be  aaved;  The  object  waa 
to  seeiha«totptiooa  pat  on,  wbioh,  ta 
'the  gtoqfljlMbeJanByy  they  bare  «pa» 
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their  cdourSy  such  as  Viinieray  ScCf  and 
properfy  spelt.  Surely  the  commander, 
though  not  as  good  a  judge  of  heraldry  as 
sir  G.  Nayler,  might  be  trusted  with  the 
superintendence  of  the  inscriptions  on  the 
colours  of  his  regiment*  There  was  also 
50^  for  inspecting  great  coats :  this  was 
unnecessary.  A  large  reduction  might 
also  be  made  in  the  barrack  expenditure. 
.Why  pay  for  temporary  barracks  at  Maid* 
stone  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  when  good 
substantialbrick  barracks  were  unoccupied 
in  so  many  parts  of  the  country  ?  The 
Jtfaidstone  division  might  be  well  accom- 
modated, he  was  informed,  at  Chatham 
and  the  ?lcinity.  He  could  not  see  why 
60,000^  or  70fiOOL  should  be  charged  for 
the  recruiting  senrice.  Why  were  pay- 
masters and  surgeons  to  be  kept  up,  per* 
haps  for  10  or  15  men?  He  should  pro- 
pose a  saving  of  SpSOOl.  out  of  tliat  head 
of  expense.  On  thu  ground  a  saving  of 
£5,00(M.  might  be  made.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  present  vote 
should  be  reduced  to  21 1 339/. 

Sir  C.  Burreil  said,  that  the  officers  of 
the  guards  were  not  paid  so  well  as  mny 
other  officers  in  the  British  army,  and  con- 
tended that  they  were  therefore  entitled 
to  the  small  consideration  of  the  table  at 
St.  James's.  If  an  ensign  in  the  guards 
were  to  sink  the  purchase-money  of  his 
commission  in  an  annuity,  he  would  get  a 
much  higher  rate  of  pa^  than  he  received 
in  virtue  of  his  commission.  With  regard 
to  the  table  which  was  kept  for  the  officers 
of  the  guards,  when  the  hon.  member 
talked  of  the  luxuries  with  which  it  was 
supplied^  he  was  quite  in  error ;  for  he  be- 
lieved the  officers  were  rather  kept  on 
short  commons  than  otherwise.  There 
were  subalterns  in  the  guards  of  16  and 
17  years  standing,  whose  pay  would  do  no 
more  than  cover  the  expense  of  their  regi- 
mentals. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge  said,  that  the  table  at 
jSt*  James's  was  a  privilege  which  had  been 
attadied  to  the  guards  ever  since  their 
first  formation.  Whenever  allowances 
had  been  either  first  granted  or  increased 
to  other  n^ments,  it  bad  always  been 
said  to  the  junior  officers  of  the  guards^- 
**  You  must  be  satisfied,  you  have  the  St. 
James's  table."  If  the  subalterns  in  the 
guards  were  to  be  paid  the  same  allow- 
ances as  subalterns  in  the  line  received, 
they  would  have  to  take  80,000/.  instead 
of  ISfiOOL  being  a  diflerence  of  12,000/. : 
one  half  onlv  of  this  difference,  or  6,000/. 
was  allowed  for  their  table.    The  hon. 
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member  had  called  this  particular  allow- 
ance an  extravagant  provision;  but  he 
must  protest  agamst  this  system  of  asper« 
slon  on  the  purity  and  fairness  with  which 
the  administration  of  military  affiurs  was 
conducted.  They  were  aversions  which 
were  not  borne  out*  by  facts.  Let  the 
House  look  back  to  the  last  session  of 
parliament. 

Mr.  Bemal  said,  the  gallant  officer 
ought  not  to  be  surprised,  if  among  the 
multiplicity  of  objects  which  his  hon. 
friend's  most  beneficial  system  of  re- 
trenchment embraced,  there  should  be 
some  upon  which  his  information  was 
not  ^uite  correct.  The  seal  and  ability 
of  his  hon.  fiiend  were  proved  on  too 
many  occasions  to  be  at  all  affected  by 
passing  errors  of  this  kind.  For  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  view  with  the  same 
objection  as  his  hon.  friend,  the  estab- 
lishments of  the  table  in  qu^on. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  he  should  feel  it 
necessary  to  move  an  amendment.  He 
should  propose  to  reduce  the  vote;  first 
of  all,  by  18,000/.,  because  that  was  the 
excess  above  1819;  and  secondly,  by' 
1,000/i,  the  cost  of  the  riding  establbh-f 
ment  at  Pimlico.  He  would  move,  by 
way  of  amendment,  that  the  vote  should 
be  217,339/.  Of.  Id.  bemg  less  bv  19,000/. 
than  the  sum  originally  proposed. 

After  some  further  conversation,  tho 
two  Amendments  were  severally  -nega- 
tived, and  the  original  resolution  agreed 
to.  Ontheresolution,*«That96,848/.2#.l(/*> 
be  granted  for  the  Charge  of  General  and 
Staff  Officers,  and  Officers  of  the  Hospt- 
tals,'* 

Lord  PalmerstoH  observed,  that  ona 
ma)or*general  had  been  reduced  in- 
£ruemsey,  and  two  in  the  c«ilonies ;  con- 
siderable reductions  had  also  beeir  made- 
in  the  medical  department.  It  was  also 
intended  to  make  some  further  reductions 
in  the  colonial  establishments. 

Colonel  Dwoies  objected  to  the  expense 
occasioned  by  emploving  district  garter- 
masters-general.  They  were,  with  an 
active  army,  of  great  service,  but  their 
duties  in  England  were  perfectly  insignifi- 
cant. The  colonial  staff  in  the  Leeward 
and  Windward  Islands  would  also  admit 
of  a  great  reduction. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expect  a  much  larger  reduction. 
What  was  the  necessity  of  keeping  up 
four  district  assistanta^  to  the  quarter, 
master-general,  when  there  were  a  quarter* 
master-general  and   three   assistanu  at  < 
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head  qOartim?  In  1792,  we  had  one 
district  assistant,  and  at  head  quarters 
.only  the  quarter-master-general  and  his 
depMty.  Why  were  there  two  inspectors 
of  clothing  ?  He  also  observed  six  aides- 
de-camp  to  the  king.  Were  they  on  the 
staff  or  on  the  household  ?  In  1792,  he 
saw  no  such  thing,  so  that  if  they  were 
then  kept  up,  they  were  paid  from  the 
civil  list ;  and  he  should  propose  that  the 
same  thing  should  be  done  now.  He  also 
wished  to  know  why  the  chaplain-general 
should  not  be  reduced  i  In  1796,  this 
establishment  had  begun,  at  the  expense 
of  383/.  a  year,  for  ue  chaplain-general. 
He  had  now  80(M.  a  year,  an  assistant, 
and  three  chaplabs  to  the  forces,  making 
an  expense  of  1,776/.  a  year.  He  had 
never  been  able  to  find  what  the  chaplain- 
general  did.  It  was  said  that  he  examined 
the  qualifications  of  the  chaplains ;  but, 
as  the  bishops  would  take  care  not  to 
ordain  improper  persons,  .  this  labour 
was  thrown  away.  In  the  colonies,  he 
saw  a  great  field  for  reduction.  In  Canada 
there  were  four  quarter-masters-gencral, 
two  aides-de-camp,  and  two  secretaries. 
One*half  might  be  reduced.  In  Jamaica, 
Gibraltar,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
there  were  the  same  establishments  all  in 
duplicate,  which  admitted  of  the  same  re^ 
duction.  By  reducing  the  items  io  which 
he  had  adverted,  the  country  would  gain 
12,500/.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that 
8^,348/.  be  mnted  instead  of  96348/. 

Lord  PiUmerston  said,  that  in  1792, 
there  were  six  aides-de-camp  to  the  king 
on  the  staff,  who  were  paid  at  a  higher 
rate  than  lat  present.  The  hon.  gen* 
tleraan  had  greatly  underrated  the  ex- 
pense of  the  staff  m  1792.  He  bad  to- 
tally omitted  sums  paid  for  extraordina- 
'ries  and  contingencies,  and  had  taken  the 
actual  estimated  expense.  The  noble 
lord  defended  the  necessity  of  having 
proper  persons  to  inspect  the  clothing  of 
the  arm^.  As  to  the  chaplain-general,  a 
man  might  be  very  respectable;  but  if 
there  was  not  some  person  to  see  that  he 
performed  the  duty  for  the  army  in  the 
wav  which  was  contemplated  by  the  le- 
pblature,  the  public  money  would  in  some 
instances,  be  uselessly  expended.  The 
chaplain-general  had  to  correspond  with 
all  the  stations  abroad,  and  the  garrisons 
at  boDoe ;  and  lie  had  no  person  but  his 
deputy  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  in  making  up  his  various  accounts. 
With  respect  to  the  district  quarter-mas- 
ters-general,  they  were  not,  as  had  been 


asserted,  useless.  The  hon.  gentleman 
was  constantly  proposing  reductions,  but 
it  w^  done  in  so  vague  a  manner,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  understand  the  grounds 
on  which  he  proceeded.  If  an  item  of 
2,000/.  was  called  for,  he  immediately 
proposed  one-half  the  sum ;  if  there  were 
two  officers  belonging  to  i^ny  department, 
he  insisted,  without  hesitation,  that  one 
was  enough.  He  undoubtedly  bad  a 
right  to  state  his  opinion ;  but  he  must 
not  feel  angry  if  the  House  did  not  think 
that  his  mere  dictum  was  sufficient  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  usefulness  or  wisdom  of 
his  propositions. 

Mr.  ElUce  complained  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  estimates  were  laid  before  the 
House.  The  House  ou^ht  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  various  emoluments 
derived  from  the  public,  in  any  other 
shape,  by  individuals  whose  names  were 
brought  forward  in  those  annual  grants. 
Gentlemen  would  then  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  judging  whether  individuals  were 
too  highly  or  too  moderately  remunerated. 
It  would,' in  that  case,  be  matter  for  con- 
sideration, whether  the  noble  lord,  who 
was  now  governor  of  Canada,  who  re- 
ceived in  that  situation  4,500/.  a  year, 
who'  had,  besides,  the  profits  of  a  regi- 
ment, and  netted  altogether  about  9,000/., 
was  sufficiently  or  extravagantly  paid? 
The  same  question  would  arise  with  res- 
pect to  the  ^vemor  of  Barbadoes.  Much 
had  been  said  of  the  expenses  of  the  co- 
lonies, but  we  had  brought  them  into  the 
situation  in  which  they  were,  and  could  not 
now  leave  them  without  protection.  But 
we  ought  to  know  what  they  exactly  cost. 
They  were  taxed  and  seyerely ;  and  it  was 
not  fair  to  say  that  they  did  not  contri- 
bute to  their  own  protection,  merely  be- 
cause their  contributions  were  applied  by 
us  to  other  purposes.  The  old  4f  per 
cent  duties  were  aoplied,  for  instance,  to 
the  pension  list  ot  England.  Demerara 
paid  four  or  five  sinecures  of  5,  6,  7,  or 
8,000/.  a  year,  to  persons  who  had  never 
seen  Demerara.  The  system  required  re- 
vision. St.  Lucie,  too,  contributed  3,000/. 
a  year  to  the  governor.  It  was  the  doty 
of  the  House,  with  unsparmg  hand,  to  cut 
down  the  expenditure. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the 
committee  divided:  For  the  amendment 
33.  Against  it,  109.  The  original  resolu- 
tion was  then  agreed  to. 

List  of  the  Minority* 
Bebyon,  B.  Bemal,  R. 
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BuiJi  TIM. 

Compton,  S. 
Concanitoiiy  L. 
Crespigny,  sir  W,  De 
t)acyie9,  col. 
£IUce,  £. 
Feittttasoo,  sir  R. 
Ofiffith,J.W. 
Guise,  sit  W. 
Htttobiaioiii   hon.  C. 

Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hobhouse,J.  C. 
Huihe,  J. 
Johnson,  col. 


Janes,  Win. 
liuaAMtty  J.  G. 
t^nnaid,  X.  B. 
Moore.  P. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maberly,  J.  jun. 
Normanby,  lord 
O'Callaghan,  col. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Robarts,  A.  W. 
RobartSyOol. 
Rioald«,]X 
Smith,  R. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wood,  aid. 

TBLLEB. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 


Mr.  MtAtfiy  rMomnendtd  hie  hoiK 
firiend  ^Mr«  Hume)  to  abandon  the  ns^ 
lese  tatk  of  dispi^ag  die  estimates,  item 
bj  ttenii  ainee  all  his  exertions  were  ren« 
dered  unavailing'  bj  the  overwhelmiig 
nmjoriticto  of  ministers.  He  entretfted  hit 
ban.  finend  not  to  exhaust  his  own 
strength  and  that  of  his  friends,  night 
stfler  nij^,  bat  to  propose  at  once  a  re- 
ddotion  of  taxation  to  the  staoant  wbiob 
be  judged  fair  and  reasonable,  and  dien 
to  leave  the  country  to  decide  between 
bin  and  airftaisittSb  His  hon.  friend  bad 
uhdoubtedlj  done  more  soed  for  die 
GOUBtrf  thni  anj  man  wholiad  sat  in  par- 
Kament ler  tbe;fa0t twentyyears;  batstifl 
be  could  not  help  dissaading  Ids  bon. 
IHcnd  ffon  petsuiag  a  system,  wbiohthe 
detentanatioR  of  asinisters  not  to  makd 
aaty  eibotaal  redaction  of  the .  pabKd 
expebditure»  rendered  wholly  unavail« 
mg* 

Mr.  W*  Smith  trusted  the  boa.  member 
for  Aberdeen  woald  persevere  in  a  coarse, 
in  which  he  bad  already  succeeded  to  an 
extent  wfaicb  must  have  surpassed  every 
Bsan's  expectations. 

Mr.  //wa^  expressed  his  detemrioatlon 
to  pessevere,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
eonraging  opposition  he  bad  to  en- 
counter. 

Mr.  IL  SmM  said,  be  understood  that 
print^e  Leopold,  bad,  with  a  proper  eons^ 
di^racian  for  the  distressed  state  of  the 
eouatry,  evprcased  a  desire  to  bave  his 
incooie  vedueed  totbe  same  scale  as  that 
of  the  royal  dukes.  He  was  sure  ^e 
country  etmld  feel  die  propriety  of  the 
step  wbicb  bad  been  taken  by  bis  royal 
bigbaesfli;  and  he  wfebted  to  ask  the 
noble  lord,  when  he  mtended  to  mdee 
this  important  communication  to  the 
House  ? 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  ^e 


bad  ^ec^lved  n6  sudh  comrfianication  from 
ins  royal  highness,  Md  was  perfbotly  at  a 
loss  to  know  from  what  source  the  boo. 
gentleman  bad  obtained  his  information. 

On  the  resolution,  •*  That  U^W.  5$. 
Sd.  be  granted  for  the  charge  of  the  office 
of  the  Comoiander-in^liiet," 

Mr.  Hume  said,  be  thought  the  pa?  of 
the  counnanderbin-ehlef  loo  great.  Smce 
the  peace  it  bad  been  raised  from  nine 
to  sixteen  guineas  a  day.  He  fhoogbt 
bis  royal  highness  ought  at  least  to  come 
back  to  the  fbotfc%  of  the  war.  He  did 
•ot  undervaloe  the  aervlces  of  the  royal 
duke,  but  his  obfeet  wss,  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  all  fidd  marsksls.  There  were 
three  secretaiiea  receiving  salaries  of 
8»000^  600&  mid  365^ ;  apou  which  soase 
Induction  ocght  to  be  made.  Conneoted 
with  the  establishment  was  a  cbaplsiis 
which  was  purely  a  eominal  office,  and 
the  dergytnan  who  held  it  aUw  bdd  two 
other  omces.  Upon  the  whole  suaa^  be 
should  propose  a  reduction  of  S,6S6f. 

Lord  Palmenkm  said^  dM  pwy  of  the 
commaiader-in-cfaief  was  the  military  pay 
attached  by  regubnion  te  the  rank  of  field 
marshal,  in  point  of  mental^  exerdon; 
mid  strict  attention  to  the  dudes  of  bis 
office,  it  was  impossible  ftw  any  pubiio 
servant  to  discharge  bis  doty  tnofe  feittn 
Ailly  than  his  royal  highneas,  and  he  was 
persuaded  the  House  wbuld  not  think  his 
seiVicffs  overpaid.  Wish  regard  to  the 
official  establohment  of  the  cottiBrooder« 
in«^'ef»  there  was  not  a  more  impertant 
branch  of  the  public  service  than  that 
i^ich  was  discharged  by  his  secretaries^ 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  this  depart^ 
ment  would  be  crippled  and  rendered  in- 
efficient if  the  amendment  were  acceded 
to. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  be 
should  not  have  troulded  the  ffouse  upon 
the  quesdon  if  he  bad  not  seen  the  hon. 
member  fyr  Aberdeen  attempting  to  take 
an  odious  and  unfounded  view  ot  it.  He 
really  thought  it  rather  loo  mildi  to  con« 
tend  that  the  commander-te-cfaief  was  so 
ineffidentrnfiahl-marslml,  that  he  ought 
to  be  shorn  of  his  emoluments,  and,  la  a 
manner,  disgraced  io  the  service  by  being 
pot  upon  balf-nay.  Why  dtid  the  hoe. 
member  iar  Abmgdon  arfsh  the  bon.  menw 
ber  for  Aberdeen  to  come  down  with  a 
lumping vwte instsad-of  goinginto  detail ^ 
Did  he  do  it  beomse  the  bon.  stfeaAer's 
details  amtdd  net  bear  eaaoilnation?  be- 
oanse-  be  .sasr  bhn  goiw'  on  with  omi 
bluadm^  eflM  anodi^i  0Q[ht  ifter  night  i 
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Tbe  boih  member  for  Abingdon  wuhed 
to  see  tbe  boo.  member  for  Aberdeen  come 
down  witb  tbe  same  kind  of  lumping  pro- 
position which  be  himself  bad  made  in  a 
former  session,  when  be  had  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  House  to  a  reduction  of 
3|000f000^.  a  year.  However  convenient 
the  gentlemen  opposite  might  find  it  to 
/  go  into  detail  on  some  occasions,  the  bon. 
■lember  bad  not  proved  it  on  this  occa- 
sion, lor  bis  remarks  on  tbe  commander- 
in-chiefs  office  were  such  as  a  child  might 
ancwen  But  tbe  gentlemen  opposite  did 
not  seem  to  be  agreed  upon  their  mode  of 
procMliog.  He  trusted  that  in  future 
they  wou£l  comult  about  their  tactics 
elsewhere,  for  the  time  of  tbe  House 
might  be  better  occupied  than  in  listening 
to  consultations  whether  they  were  to 
proceed  to  details  or  to  oppose  in  the 
lump.  Whichever  way  they  opposed,  his 
majestv's  ministers  would  be  ready  to 
meet  tnem,  not  only  in  numbers,  but  in 
fair  argument*  With  respect  to  the  pay 
of  tbe  commander>in-chie^  he  considered 
that  there  was  no  officer  who  better  de- 
served the  remuneration  which  he  received 
from  tbe  public,  whether  with  regard  to  his 
general  services,  or  that  devoted  attention 
which  he  bad  so  long  paid  to  our  late  vene- 
rable sovereign.  Would  itbe  fit,  after  wast- 
ing his  health  in  the  public  service,  that 
he  should,  at  this  period,  be  cut  off  from 
that  allowance  to  which  his  services  so 
well  entitled  him  ?  Taking  all  the  circom- 
atancM,  he  did  not  think  that  a  more  un- 
warranted attack  could  have  been  made 
than  on  tbe  moderate  remuneration  given 
for  tbe  valuable  services  of  the  comman- 
der-in-chief. 

Mr..  Maberli/i  could  assure  the  noble 
lord  he  bad  no  intention  of  making  an  at- 
tack either  upon  tbe  commander-in-chief 
or  bis  secretary.  All  that  he  wished  to 
do  was  merely  to  keep  the  noble  lord  to 
tbe  recommendations  of  bis  own  com- 
mittee. This  tbe  noble  lord  bad  not  done ; 
and  it  was  not  fair  to  avoid  the  merits  of 
tbe  question  by  throwing  out  insinuations 
about  lumping.    If  the  noble  lord  would 

go  into  a  committee,  he  would  challenge 
im  upon  every  item.  He  had  not  found 
fault  with  the  commander-inochie£  No 
man  was  more  ready  than  he'  to  wish, 
that  not  bis  ropral  highness  only,  but 
every  public  otfcer  who  did  his  duty, 
should  be  paid,  both  in  money  and  in  ho- 
nour, if  they  would  separate  the  allow- 
ances of  thecommander-in-chief,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  vote  for  Uiem. 
VOL.  VI. 


Sir  «7.  SAeib^  fully  concurred  in  every* 
thing  which  had  been  said  of  the  meri- 
torious services  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  he  would  not  only  give  him  the  sum 
proposed,  but  would  go  farther,  and  sup- 
port an  increase  of  that  sum,  if  such  were 
deemed  necessary ;  for  be  Considered  the 
country  was  in  debt  to  his  royal  highness, 
and  that  it  had  not  sufficiently  remunerat- 
ed bis  meritorious  services. 

Mr.  Bennet  maintained,  that  his  hon* 
friend  had  never  intended  to  throw  out 
any  insinuation  against  the  commander- 
in-chief,  or  bis  secretary ;  but  he  bad  ob- 
jected to  an  increase  of  pay  from  nine  to 
sixteen  guineas  per  day.  He  objected  to 
it  as  having  been  too  great  at  the  time  it 
was  made;  and,  a/ortiori,  he  must  object 
to  it  now.  Having  the  highest  respect 
for  the  commander-in-chief,  and  valuing 
his  great  services  much  as  he  did,  he  still 
felt  bound  to  say,  that  the  proposed  re- 
duction ought  to  take  place.  He  woulil 
make  the  same  objection  if  he  were  his 
brother.  .  For  the  secretary,  also,  he  had 
the  most  sincere  respect,  and  be  consider- 
ed him  a  most  worthy  and  efficient  officer : 
but  when  he  recollected  that  sir  W* 
Gordon  had  filled  that  situation  for  1,000/. 
a  year,  he  did  not  think  that  the  pre- 
sent secretary  io  the  present  distressed 
state  of  the  country,  ou^ht  to  get  more. 

General  Ga$coyne  wd,  that  disguise 
the  motion  as  member^  might  please,  it 
went  in  e&ct  to  stigmatize  his  royal  high- 
ness, for  it  stated  substantially  that  he 
had  already  received  more  than  he  de- 
served from  the  country.  Now,  so  far 
from  thinking  that  his  services  bad  been 
overpaid,  he  would  rather  see  an  increase 
of  his  allowance.  As  to  the  secretary 
there  was  no  man  whose  .long  and  meri- 
torious services  better  entitled  him  to  a 
liberal  remuneration  from  the  country. 

Lord  Palmerdan  said,  it  was  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  the  duties  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief were  decreased  by  the 
peace.  The  contrarv  was  the  fact ;  for 
those  duties  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
increase  of  the  balf-pay-hst. 

Mr*  Calcrajt  said,  he  had  supported  the 
vote  for  the  office,  of  commander-in-chief 
last  year,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  alter  that 
opinion.  As  it  was  admitted, that  wc  should 
have  acommander-in-chief,hedid  not  think 
we  could  have  a  more,  able,  cffioient,  and 
impartial  one  than  the  duke  of  York  had 
been»  As  to  the  pay  of  the  secretary,  he 
did  not  see  why  it  should  be  below  his 
rank.    He.  hoped  his  hen*  friend  would 
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Hot  press  this  amendment;  for  though  his 
rystem  of  reviewing  the  items  of  the  pub- 
he  expenditure  had  been  productire  of 
great  good,  such  motions  as  the  present 
would  only  weaken  the  effect  of  that  sys- 
tend* 

•  Mr.  Hume,  in  reply,  denied  any  inten* 
vion  of  throwing  a  stigma  on  the  com- 
monder-in-chief,  or  his  secretary,  by  the 
proposed  reduction.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  his  ro^al  hrghness  and  his  secre- 
tary were  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the 
efficient  discharge  of  their  duties. 

-  The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the 
original  resolution  agreed  to* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday^  March  18. . 
■  Malt  Duty  Repeal  Bill.]  Oftthe 
bringing  up  of  the  report  of  this  bill, 
'  Mr.  Huskuson  begged  to  express  his 
regret  at  having  been  absent  on  b  former 
evening,  when  some  conversation  had 
arisen  upon  the  subject  of  this  bill.  On  that 
occasion  it  was  said,  that  the  repeal  of  so 
considerable  a  part  of  the  malt  duty  would 
not  lead  to  any  diminution  in  the  price 
charged  by  the  brewers  for  their  beer; 
and  that  when  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer thought  it  right  to  remit  a  great 
portion  of  a  public  tax,  the  brewers  had 
Only  to  put  the  bonus  thus  remitted  into 
their  own  pocHcets.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  malt  duty  was  about  1,500,0001.;  and 
the  proportion  of  that  tax  upon  malt  con- 
sumed by  the  brewers  amounted  to  more 
than  one  half,  or  nearly  5-8th8  of  the 
whole  consumption.  Upon  this  estimate, 
then,  the  bonus  which  the  brewers  thought 
to  put  into  their  own  pockets  was  about 
S00,000/.  He  could  not  believe  that, 
when  his  right  hon«  friend  had  proposed 
the  repeal  of  what  was  considered  so 
heavy  a  burthen,  he  intended  that  the  re- 
h'ef  should  be  intercepted  by  the  brewers. 
Nor  would  the  pe6ple,  he  was  convinced, 
fliubmit  to  have  such' a  bonus  arrested,  and 
diverted  from  the  channels  into  which  it 
was  intended  to  flow.  When  such  an  in- 
terposition was  avowed,  he  thought  the 
I^ouse  ought  to  interfere  and  prevent  the 
intentions  of  the  legislature  from  being 
frustrated  by  the  brewers  ?  What  was  the 
state  of  the  case  ?  The  price  of  barley  had 
become  depressed  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  find  n6  parallel  for  the  last  20  or  SO 
years.  It  was,  under  such  circumstances, 
cohsidered,  that  a  repeal  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  tnalt  duty  would j  b74ncrea8- 
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ing  the  consumption,  afford  iodtreetly 
some  relief  to  tlie  .barley  grower,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  went  directly  to  remit 
a  tax  which  must  affect  the  price  of  beer. 
That  being  their  intention  it  was  their 
bounden  duty  not  to  suffisr  it  to  be  de- 
feated in  any  quarter.  Jt  was  said,  that 
all  who  could  provide  a  barrel,  ov  bay-  m 
single  bushel  of  malt,  might  brew  at  home 
with  more  advantage  than  resort  to  the 
brewer.  This  was  very  well,  where  the 
parties  were  In  a  condition  to  avail  them^ 
selves  of  it :  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people  could  not  brew  for  thennehrestr 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  protected. 
He  believed"  that  the  repeal,  under  Bat 
circumstances,  would  be  attended  with 
this  good  effi&ct ;  that  through  its  opera- 
tion, farmers  would  be  induced  to  brew* 
at  home,  and  give  a  proportion  of  tlieir 
beer,  instead  or  an  equivalent  amount  in 
money,  to  their  labourers.  It  would  also 
well  become  the  licensing  magistrate  to 
inquire  into  the  prevailing  system  of  leas- 
ing public  houses:  it  had  been  car^ 
ried  to  such  an  extent,  that  there  was 
scarcely  a  free  public  house  to  be  found. 
When  such  combinations  existed,  and  by 
their  arrangements  had  the  power  of  de» 
termroine  when  the  price  of  beer  should 
be  raised  and  when  it  should  be  lowered, 
it  would  well  become  the  magtstfates  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  withdrawing 
some  of  the  licenses  from  houses^  at  pre* 
sent  possessing  them,  and  handing  them 
over  to  free  houses.  But,  as  arrange* 
ments  of  this  nature,  however  essential 
must  be  tardy  in  their  operation,  the 
House  woidd  perhaps  see  the  necessity  of 
car rv ing  into  full  effect  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  r  which  was,  that  the  con- 
sumer should  directly  have  the  benefit  of 
the  repeal  of  the  tax  in  the  reduced  price 
of  the  article,  and  that  the  grower  should 
have  the  advantage  of  the  probable'  nw 
crease  of  consumption  which  was  likely  to 
follow  under  such  circumstances.  If  the 
brewers  avowed  that,  notwithstanding  the 
repeal,  the  price  of  beer  was  not  to  be 
lowered,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  infor- 
mation reached  the  House  in  time  to  pre- 
vent the  public  from  being  afiected  by 
that   determination;    for   they  had  the 

Cower  of  defeating  the  intentions  of  the 
rewers,  and  compelling  them  to  abide 
by  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  was 
founded.  If,  then,  the  price  of  beer 
was  not  to  be  lowered,  upon  every  princi- 
ple of  fairness,  the  legislature  ought  to 
impose  a  duty  on  every  barrel^  of  beet 
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mide  bj' the  brewer,  equal. to  die  present 
redoctioo  of  the  naalt  duty  opon  that 
ftaounty  and  to  be  made  contingent  upon 
tbe  present  price  by  the  brewer — for  in- 
stance, if ibe  duty  now  remitted  was  Ss,  a 
quarter  upon  mak,  and  if  that  quarter 
made  S|  barrels  of  beer,  he  should  re- 
commend the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  impose  on  tbe  public  brewer  an'ad« 
^tional  duty,  equal  to  his  amount  of  in- 
creased protit  on  the  barrel  of  beer  by  the 
present  reduction  of  the  malt  duty,  if 
there  erer  occurred  a  period  when,  quite 
iadependent  of  the  present  reduction  in 
tbe  duty,  the  public  had  a  right  to  look 
for.,  cheaper  beer,  this  was  that  time. 
Either  the  brewers  must  have  been  at  one 
time  great  losers,  or  they  were  now  re- 
ceiving a  disproportionate  and  roost  inor- 
dinate profit.  It  was  not  enough  for  the 
brewers  tosay , that  the  price  could  not  be 
lowered  because  tbe  duty  was  not  suffi- 
ciently reduced ;  they  must  know  that  the 
reduced  expense  of  managing  their  busi* 
ness,  in  keeping  iheir  horses,  and  indeed 
til  every*  other  branch  of  their  business, 
quite  independent  of  the  diminution  of 
this  tax,  fully  enabled  them  to  brew  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  formerly.  But  when^ 
to  ad  these  advantages  was  superadded  a 
reduction  of  the  duty,  amounting  to 
nearly  a  farthing  in  the  pot  of  beer,  it  was 
liigh  time  £or  the  public  to  derive  the  ad- 
vantage ualepded  for  theip  by  tbe  legisla- 
ture. <  He  threw  out  these  suggestions  to 
die  house,  in  the  event  of  the  brewers 
iiersevering  in  charging  the  present  price, 
he  should  recommend  the  House  to  adopt 
a  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  the 
stock  of  the  brewer,  in  the  proportion  of 
the  amount  of  the  repealed  malt  tax.  He 
by  no  means  intended  to  renew  the  malt- 
tax  as  a  source  of  revenue,  but  to  make  the 
partial  renewal  for  the  brewers  contingent 
jupron  their  atteftipt  to  maintain  the  present 
price«of  the  article. 

.  Mr.  Cfflcraji  entirely  concurred  in  the 
suggestion*  Nothing  could  be  more  roon* 
sttotts,  when  the  legislature  thought  fit  to 
ease  the  country  of  a  burthen,  Uian  that 
the  brewers,  or  any  other  great  class  of 
capitalists,  shouki  interpose  and  divert  into 
private  sources  that  profit  which  belonged 
to  the  public  at  large. 
'  Mr.  jP.  Buxton  thought,  that  nothing 
oould  be  more  monstrous,  than  that  the 
sum  about  to  be  reduced  should  be  allow- 
ed to  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  brewers. 
But  it.  should  be  considered,,  that  the 
Ji>rewers  hed  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  beer 


made. from  malt  which  had  paid  the  fuU 
duty;  and  therefore  a  reasonable  time 
ought  to  be  given  them  to  dispose  of  it. 
If  after  that  the  brewers  did  not  lowec 
their  prices,  he,  connected  as  hepersopally 
was  with  the  subject,  would  freely  stand 
forward .  to  second  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

.  Navy  Estimates.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  of 
supply. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  begged  to  call  their 
attention  to  a  subject  wliich  could  not  bo 
deemed  irrelevant.  In  a  case  where  so 
grest  a  service  as  that  of  the  navy  was 
concerned,  he  did  think  it  right  to  notice 
to  the  House  the  late  appointment  of 
John  Clarke  Searle,  esq.,  to  be  a  Rear* 
Admiral  of  the  White.  It  would  appear 
to  have  been  formerly  the  custom  tliat 
when  a  gentleman,  having  risen  in  the 
naval  service  of  his  country  to  tlie  rank  of 
a  flag*officer,  cliose  to  fill  an  office  in  the 
civil  .department  of  the  state,  he  thereby 
abandoned  the  next  step  in.  his  promotion; 
Now,  there  was  somethiag  curious  in  the 
way  in  which  this  gentleman  had  passed 
his  flag.  Nothwitlutanding  that.  he. had 
for  some  time  filled  a  civil  situation,  he 
had  been  considered  entitled  to  the  reward 
which  was  extended  to  galiaot  officers  by 
promotion;  and  not  only  so,  but  to  re- 
ceive it  accompanied  witn  one  of  the  high- 
est marks  of  favour  which  the  service 
could  bestow.  But  the  most  painful  part 
of  the  story  was,  that  just  prior  to  this 
appointment,  J.  C.  Searle,  esq.,  had  ex- 
perienced a  certain  share  of  displeasure 
from  the  board  of  Admiralty.  In  fact,  it 
had  been  made  known  to  them,  that  a  cer- 
tain share  of  delinquency  existed  in  the 
subordinate  departments  of  the  Victual* 
hngroffice,  and  sliortly  afterwards  an  inti<* 
mation  was  re|^ved  by  capt.  Searle,*  tliat 
he  should  quit  the  chair  which  he  then  fil- 
led. To  any  honourable  mind,  conscious 
of  its  own  integrity,  and  still  more  to  an 
individual  who  had  filled  this  chair  for  the 
space  of  14  years— who  had  received,  as 
a  reward  for  past  services, not  oi^y*  his 
own  salary  attached  to  that  situation,  but 
a  pension  besides^  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  whose  amiable  lady,  for. 
amiable  he  had  no  doubt  she  was,  had 
also  had  settled  upon  her  a  pension 
of  SOO/.  a  year,  such  an  intimation  must 
have  been,  beyond  measure,  painful.  How 
surprised  must  such  a  man  have  been,  at 
finding  himself  suddenly  hurled  from  his 
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sttuatioD,  by  a  bolt  of  iiapevtal  diapleature. 
He  did  not  question  tbe  compelency  ef 
the  royal  prerogative  to  direct  this  or  any 
other  dismission;  but  he  was  very  sure  of 
this,  that  whatever  might  have  been  the 
misconduct  of  the  subordinate  officers  in 
the  Victualling-department)  Mr.  Searle 
was  a  man  of  Uiat  character  and  honour, 
that  he  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  anv 
part  of  it.  But  why  was  it,  that  1  board, 
over  .which  it  was  so  proper  that  a  naval 
person  should  preside,  roust  have  a  cifil 
officer  in  a  brown  coat  and  steel  buttons? 
Why  did  they  not  take  some  naval  officer 
with  a  naval  uniform  on  his  back  i  The 
appointment  of  the  present  chairman  of 
the  Victualling-board  did  seem  to  him  to 
be  the  grosses^  job  he  had  ever  heard  of. 
The  present  chairman  (Mr.  Stapylton) 
was  nrst  of  all  paymaster  of  the  marines, 
then  he  was  made  a  commissioner  of  the 
navy,  and  now  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Victualling-board ;  and,  at  this  very  mo- 
menty  at  that  board,  he  had  under  him  a 
competent  naval  i^cer,  with  a  salarv  of 
900t.  only  per  annum*  He  trusted  be 
had  now  said  enough  to  interest  the 
House  in  this  case.  Either  the  dismissal 
of  J.  C.  Searle,  esq.  as  chairman,  and  his 
subsequent  naval  appomtment  were  two 
of  the  most  extraorainary  things  in  the 
world,  or  the  Admiralty  thought  the  Vic- 
tualling-board  no  better  than  a  set  of  dolts 
and  nincompoops ;  and  in  that  view,  wish- 
ing to  provide  for  some  one  else,  had 
rempveu  the  late  chairman,  and  been 
afterwards  obliged  to  provide  for  him. 

Sir  G.  Cockbum  rose  to  do  justice  to 
the  gallant  admiral  who  had  been  named, 
and  to  prove  that  his  hon.  friend  was  mis- 
leading the  House  on  subjects  with  which 
be  ought  to  have  been  better  acquainted. 
After  a  minute  enquiry  into  the  state  of 
the  Victualling  department,  he  (Sir  6.  C.) 
and  those  associated  witl^|um  in  the  in- 
quiry, had  found  that  there  was  not  that 
arrangement  and  supervision,  nor  that 
check  on  the  clerks,  which  they  consider- 
ed to  be  necessary,  and  thence  they 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  not 
desirable  that  tbe  late  chairman  should 
remain  at  the  head  of  the  Victualling-board. 
But  it  was  proper  at  the  same  time  to 
state,  that  nothmg  had  transpired  that  at 
all  detracted  from  the  honour  and  probity 
of  captain  Searle.  When,  therefore,  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  remove  him 
Irom  the  Victualling-board,  it  was  thought 
right  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  should 
neither  be  injurious  to  his  feelings  or  to 


bis  repataJtioii.  It  was  miiUt  when  a  flag 
ship  was  to  be  given,  to  allow  an  officer 
of  a  certain  rank  bis  choice,  to  receive 
that,  or  to  retain  anv  dvil  aituation  which 
he  might  hold,  litis  choice  had  been 
given  to  captain  Searle,  and  he  had  pre* 
ferred  retaining  his  civil  sitaation.  When 
it  became  necessary,  for  the  convenienoe 
of  the  public,  to  remove  him  from  that 
situation,  it  was  thought  right  to  put  him 
where  he  would  have  been  had  Ms  choiee 
been  different.  This  was  determined  oa^ 
from  an  anxiety  to  prove  to  the  world  Uiat 
the  late  enquiry,  if  it  had  demonstrated 
captain  Searle's  unfitness  to  preside  over 
the  TictualHng-board,  had  proved  nothing 
against  hb  general  character. 

Mr.  ElUce  said,  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  know  captain  Searle  for  many  yeara^ 
and  knew  that  nothing  dtshonottoMe 
could  be  imputed  to  him.  He  had  presi- 
ded during  the  greater  part  of  the  late 
war  at  the  VictaaHing^^Kwrd,  when  fleets 
vrere  to  be  provisiooml  to  all  paru  of  tbe 
world,  and  no  comf^aint  had  been  made 
against  him.  But  the  active  duties  of 
war  were  very  difierent  from  tbe  duties  ef 
peace,  and  he  who  might  well  perform 
the  former  might  be  incompetent  to  the 
minute  arrangements  of  the  fatter.  Sudi 
was  the  case  of  the  sallaat  adaird,  and 
for  this  reason  only  had  the  late  change 
taken  place.  He  had  called  on  him  when 
he  heard  of  the  circumstance,  and  instead 
of  the  thunderbolt  which  the  hon.  officer 
had  talked  about,  the  note  which  removed 
him  was  couched  in  the  kindest  termst 
and  while  it  intimated  that  it  was  expe^ 
dient  that  he  should  retire,  thanked  him 
for  his  meritorious  services.  He  was  glad 
that  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  the  character  of  admiral  Searle  and 
to  Uie  manner  in  which  he  Ind  boeft 
removed. 

Sir  /.  Coffin  thought  there  was  not  a 
better  man  than  captain  Searle  in  thf 
service,  or  one  who  nad  more  ably  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  station. 

Mr.  Croher  begged  to  state,  that  the 
first  inducement  to  put  the  genUemaa 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Victualling^board 
in  tbe  situation  which  he  filled,  grew  out 
of  the  great  ability  with  which  he  had 
filled  in^rior  offices*  He  had  been  cho- 
sen because  no  other  man  of  his  rank  stood 
so  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  superiors. 
He  had  also  been  preferred  in  an  economi- 
cal point  of  view.  Two  conmiiaiioners 
from  the  navy  board,  of  which  he  #as  one 
were  to  be  provided  for.    By  tbe  couiee 
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which  had  bten  taken,  their  Bervices  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Victualting^board, 
and  thu8  9  saviDg  of  1,400/.  per  annom 
was  eflected,  whne  the  business  of  that 
board  was  nerformed  in  a  better  manner. 

Sir  «/•  Yorke  had  never  meant  to  impute 
any  delbquency  to  captain  Searte.  He 
•nly  thought  the  board  had  been  too 
hasty  in  removing  him,  and  that  having 
broken  his  head  in  the  first  instance,  the 
new  appointment  was  given  him  by  way 
#faplaister. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee,  sir  Jcmn  Osborne  moved, 
**  That  64<,899^.  I8s.  6d.  be  granted  for 
defraying  the  sslaries  and  contingent  ex- 
pences  of  the  Navy  office,  for  the  year 


Mr.  Hume  said,  that  in  1792  the  ex- 
pense of  this  department  was  only  1 1,788/. 
There  were  then  seven  commissioners  of 
the  navy ;  now  there  were  eight.  The  re« 
doction  in  this  vole,  as  compared  with  what 
k  was  in  the  last  war,  was  only  10,000/. 
He  thought  ft  might  be  much  reduced. 
Surely  it  was  too  much  that,  in  1822,  this 
department  should  cost  64,000/.,  when  In 
1792  it  was  not  12,000/.  Even  in  1796 
the  estimate  for  the  Navy-office  was  only 
45,000/.  In  this  department  a  reduction 
might  fairly  be  made  to  the  extent  of 
20,000/.  He  hoped  ministers  were  not 
prepared  to  say  that  this  was  the  final 
peace  establishment  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Croksr  said,  that  the  hon.  member 
would  find,  on  inspection,  that  no  less 
than  three  commissioners  of  the  Navy 
at  the  board,  and  two  at  the  ports,  had 
been  reduced  since  last  year.  The  re- 
ports on  naval  revision  had  recommended 
that  the  busmess  of  the  various  depart- 
ments should  be  divided  between  three 
separate  committees,  and  those  three 
committees  now  consisted  of  only  two 
members  each.  If  any  one  of  them  could 
at  a  future  thne,  be  phiperly  merged  in 
either  of  the  others,  he  pledged  himself 
that  it  should  be  done,  it  was  true,  that 
the  saving  by  the  reduction  of  clerks  was 
in  a  degree  countei1)afauiCed  by  the  super- 
ammatton  allowances ;  but  it  was  not  de» 
nied  that  those  alloirances  ought  to  be 
given,  and  they  had  been  calculated,  not 
according  to  the  provisions  of  an  existing 
act,  but  of  a  prospective  bill  that  was 
about  to  be  introduced  ihto  parliament. 
This  was  a  proof  of  the  economical  spirit 
with  which  the  arrangement  had  been 
eonchided.  Last  year  there  were  inthe  Ad- 
amdty-office;  Psy«>oScei  Navy-office  and 


VietodUngwoffice^  517  clerks ;  at  present 
there  were  only  268  clerks.  It  was  not 
easy  to  calculate  the  expences  Of  them, 
as  thdr  salaries  depended  much  on  length 
of  service ;  but,  supposing  that  the  ave- 
rage was  ten  years,  the  charge  last'  year 
was  108,000/.,  and  this  year  only  74,000/. 
The  whole  saving  did  not  come  home  to 
the  public,  because  a  modicum  was  given 
to  those  dismissed  as  superannuation  al- 
lowances ;  but  if  by  accident  vacancies 
occurred,  those  vacancies  would  be  sup* 
plied  from  the  individuals  to  whom  those 
allowances  were  given.  The  elevation  of 
persons  from  the  lower  to  the  higher 
offices  by  routine  had  formerly  created 
some  difficulty  and  much  expense ;  in  this 
respect  a  beneficial  change  had  been  ef- 
fected. In  the  article  of  clerks  he  was 
persuaded  that  there  was  little  hope  for 
further  reduction. 

Sir  &  Martin  was  persuaded,  thatlesi 
than  two  members  could  not  get  through 
the  business  before  each  committee,  and 
contended  that  the  whole  reduction  in  the 
navy  estimates  was  969,000/.  as  compared 
with  last  year^  He  hoped  that  this  would 
be  borne  in  mind  whOe  the  other  side  was 
quibbling  about  trifles. 

Mr.  Bemal  denied  that  an^  of  his  hon. 
friends  had  been  giiiltv  of  quibbling.  But 
f&t  the  exertions  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Aberdeen,  and  a  few  others,  one  tenth  df 
the  savings  now  proposed  would  not  have 
been  made. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  in  1792  the  offices 
connected  with  the  havy  cost  only  58,000/. 
and  last  year  exceeded  185,000^  The 
reduction  this  year  was  33,000/.,  so  that 
the  charge  upon  the  public  was  still 
152,000/.  The  Victualling-office,  in  1792, 
cost  36,000/.,  and  the  present  estimate 
was  no  leis  than  96,000/.  Comparing  the 
whole  charge  for  the  navy,  it  was  last 
year  2,484,00M.,  and  this  jrear  2,453,000/. 
so  that  the  actual  reduction  in  what  he 
might  call  the  live  establishment  was  onltr 
31,000/.,  under  the  head  of  <«shipbttiid- 
ing,*'  400,000/.  had  been  saved  in  one 
item :  under  the  head  of  <<  improvements 
in  the  dodk  yards,*'  the  reduction  was 
from  424,000/.  to  154,000/.,  but  for  neither 
of  these  diminutions  was  any  credit  due 
to  government.  He  highly  approved  of 
the  mode  of  filling  up  vacancies  from 
superannuaite4  officers,  and  he  hoped 
ministers  would  be  as  good  as  their  word. 
If  they  were,  he  would  give  them  full 
credit  for  the  whole  practical  result — 
more  cre<JBt  than  for  any  thmg  «lse  they 
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bad  done  with-  regard  to  the  navy  es« 
timates.  He  did  not  concur  in  the  excel- 
lence of  the  new  scheme  of  promotion. 
It  would  not  be  governed  by  merit  in  the 
individual,  but  by  parliamentary  and  pri« 
▼ate  iofluence.  He  thought  promotion 
by  seniority  preferable,  and  referred  to 
the  artillery,  engineers,  and  marines,  where 
the  advanceof  officers  was  so  regulated,  and 
where  the  best  officers  were  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  the  salary  of  the  office 
which  he  now  held,  had  been  80(tf.,  and 
tlie  fees  5,000/.  It  had  been  supposed 
worth  12,000^  in  1792.  The  salary  had 
been  definite,  but  the  feci  enormous. 
Now,  the  fees  were  more  equitably  dis- 
tributed among  all  the  classes  in  the 
office.  The  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
had  stated,  that  there  had  been  do  ade- 
quate reduction  in  the  clerks  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, since  179S.  But  what  was  the  fact  ? 
In  1813,  the  number  of  clerks  was  55;  in 
1814s  52;  in  1815,43;  in  1816, 29;  in  1817, 
29;  in  1819,  28;  in  1820,  27;  in  1821, 
26 ;  in  1822,  24.  llie  fact  was,  that  the 
clerks  bad  been,  since  1813,  reduced  from 
550  to  262.  The  resolution  was  agreed 
to.  On  the  resolution,  «  That  34,817/. 
lOf.  be  granted  for  the  expence  of  the 
Vkrfualling  Office,*' 

Mr.  Hume  asked,  what  occasion  there 
was  for  seven  commissioners  in  this  office? 
At  least  two  of  them  could  be  reduced. 
He,  therefore,  moved  an  amendment  to 
substitute  33,217/.,  being  a  reduction  of 
1,6001. 

Sir  Cr.  Cockbum  said,  that  the  accounts 
had  never  been  minutely  inspected,  while 
one  clerk  checked  the  accounts  of  ano- 
ther. The  arrangement  was  now  new- 
modelled,  and  it  had  been  found  necessary 
to  charge  the  commissioners  with  a  more 
ninute  inspection  of  the  accounts ;  and 
therefore,  the  reduction  which  had  been 
contemplated,  had  not  taken  place.  After 
a^  short  conversation,  the  committee 
divided;  for  the  amendment  30.  Against 
it  66.  The  original  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

List  of  the  Minority. 

Blake,  sir  F.  Hume,  J. 

Bright,  H.  Hutchinson,  hon,  C.H, 

Bennet,  hon.  G.         .  Legh-Keck,  G.  A. 

Crespigny,  sir  W.  De  Leycester,  R. 

Crompton,  S.  Monck,  J.  B. 

Davies,  col.  Moore,  P. 

Evans,  W.  Martin,  J. 

Fleming,  J.  Price,  K. 

Griffith,  J.  W,  Pares,  T. 

Curney,  B.  IL  Philips,  seii, 


.  Nmo^  iittimatei. 

Rice,  T.  S. 
Biokford,  W. 
Robinson,  sir  G« 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  R. 
Sykes,  D. 


CllSS 


Wood,  alderman 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  sen. 
Whitmore,  W. 

TELLER. 

Bcrnal,  R. 


On  the  resolution,  <<  That  25,269/.  ^s» 
2d.  be  granted  for  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  contingent  expenccs  of  Dept^ 
ford  yard,  for  the  year  1822," 

Mr.  Bemal  called  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  difference  which  appeared 
between  the  sums  voted  for  the  navy  in 
the  years  1817, 1818,  1819,  and  the  suma 
actually  expended.  In  those  years,  the 
sum  actually  expended,  had,  taking  all 
the  items,  exceeded  the  sum  voted,  by 
more  than  a  million  sterling.  He  did  not 
mean  fh>m  that  to  infer,  that  there  had 
been  any  thing  improper  in  the  manage* 
ment,  but  it  was  a  proof  of  the  confused 
state  in  which  the  accounU  were  kept. 
Another  thing  was,  the  expence  of  super- 
iotending  the  naval  dock-yard  and  arsenals. 
If  the  number  of  clerks  was  reduced,  he 
could  not  see  why  the  number  of  those 
overseers  might  not  be  reduced  also.  Of 
these  overseers  there  was  a  numerous  class, 
called  sub^measurers,  who  received  180/. 
a  year,  for  taking  charge  of  companies  of 
about  25  artificers  each;  and,  as*  if  this 
superintendence  was  not  enough,  the 
work  done  by  the  artificers  had  again  to 
be  measured  by  measurers.  Now,  be 
could  see  no  use  for  these  two  classes  of 
persons,  who  were  Just,  in  fact,  one  set  of 
clerks  paid  for  being  a  check  upon  ano- 
ther. While  this  esublishment  of  over* 
seers  had  been  kept  up,  both  in  numbers 
and  in  salaries,  the  number  of  artificers 
hftd  not  only  been  diminished,  but  their 
wages  had  been  reduced  from  21.  5s.  to 
1/.  2s.  6d.  The  men  complained  not  only 
of  this,  but  that  they  were  not  paid  ac- 
cording to.any  fixed  rate,  some  of  theta 
being  occupied  in  pulling  to  pieces  old 
useless  timbers,  by  which  they  earned 
only  about  i5s.  a  week.  Another  division, 
with  which  there  was  room  for  finding 
fault,  was,  the  scale  of  superannuations. 
Was  it  just,  that  a  civil  officer  who  bad  a^ 
salary  of  200/.  a  year,  should  retire  with 
full  three-fourths  of  that  salary,  while  the 
artificers,  who  were  at  least  as  useful, 
worked  far  harder,  and  earned  only  about 
sol.  a  vear,  should  have  no  more  allow* 
ance  than  20^?  Was  it  fair  that  they  who 
had  salaries  out  of  which  they  might  be 
expected  to  save  something,  should  retire 
upon  three'fourths  of  their  salariesi  whilo 
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they  who  could  barely  live  upon  theii*  | 
incomes  were  allowed  only  one-third? 
There  was  one  other  matter  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  was,  the  putting  of  circu- 
lar sterns  to  the  ships — an  operation 
which  occasioned  considerable  expence, 
while  it  diminished  the  capacity  of  the 
ship  for  carrying  guns.  The*  circular 
stem,  he  understood,  cost  four  times  as 
much  as  the  square  stem,  while  there 
were  differences  of  opinion  as  to  which 
was  the  best.  There  was  one  other  case 
which  reouired  explanation :  a  clerk,  who 
had  a  salary  of  250/.  at  Chatham  dock- 
yard, had  been  brought  up  to  the  Navy- 
office,^  and  employed  on  the  accounts  at 
lOs*  per  day.  He  had  been  so  three 
years  ago,  and  he  had  not  yet  returned  to 
Chatham,  although  he  had  been  in  the 
receipt  of  his  salary  there  all  the  while. 
Tliere  could  not  be  a  more  striking  in- 
stance of  inconsiderate  expenditure. 

Sir  G.  Cockbum  would  assure  the 
hon.  member,  that  the  points  to  which 
he  had  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  had  already  come  under  the 
'  notice  of  the  commissioners ;  and  one  of 
the  chief  objects  of  their  last  survey  had 
been,  how  they  were  to  reduce  the  over, 
seers.  That  principle  had  been  recogni- 
zed, and  would  be  acted  on  without  delay. 
With  regard  to  the  circular  stems,  they 
had  been  decided  on,  in  consequence  of 
their  superior  strength.  The  nrst  vessel 
that  had  been  so  fitted,  had  been  sent 
round  Cape  Horn,  where  she  had  been 
found  to  resist  the  sea  much  better  than 
the  square  sterned  vessels. 
'  Sir  B,  Martin  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  clerk  who  had  been  taken  from  the 
dock-yard  to  assist  in  the  Navy  Pay- 
office,  there  was  not  a  more  active  or 
meritorious  officer  in  the  service.  He 
was,  however,  to  be  returned  to  the  dock- 
yard. He  had  not  heard  any  of  the  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  the  artisans,  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  alluded. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  had  letters  of 
thanks  from  the  men,  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  treated;  for,  though 
they  did  not  now  earn  as  much  as  formerly, 
yet  they  were  all  kept  up;  and  if  the 
reduction  were  carried  on  with  respect  to 
them,  not  fewer  than  24,000  men,  would 
be  exposed  to  starvation.  As  to  the  dif- 
ference in  the  estimates,  he  was  not  now 
prepared  with  those  accounts  to  explain 
them,  but  he  was  satisfied  they  could  be 
Mtisfaotorily  explained. 


Mr.  Hume  said t  that  m  many  depart'* 
ments  of  the  dock-yards,  the  saving  had 
been  really  nothing.  The  charge  in  the 
present  year  was  202,000/. ;  last  year  it  had 
been  210,000/.:  while  in  1792,  the  whole 
charge  had  been  but  25,000/.  A  master 
carpenter,  who  in  1792  had  been  paid 
200/.  a  vear,  now  received  650/.  The 
pay  of  the  master  shipwrights  had  risen 
in  an  equal  degree.  A  storekeeper, 
standing  in  1792  at  200/.  a  year,  now 
took  6(X)/.  One  clerk  after  thirty  years' 
service  in  Portsmouth  yard  had  retired 
upon  an  allowance  of  300/.  a  year.  Why, 
a  post-captain  did  not  get  so  much.  A 
master  artisan  retired  upon  190/.  a  year. 
A  lieutenant  in  the  navy  took  less.  A 
clerk  of  the  check  at  Chatham  had  been 
superannuated  upon  450/.  a  jear ;  another 
firom  Portsmouth  upon  a  like  allowance; 
and  a  blacksmith  from  Deptford  at  195/. 
Such  allowances  were  excessive,  and 
ought  to  be  reformed. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  said,  that  the  subject 
would  certainly  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's  bill. 
The  board  of  Admiralty  was  prepared  to 
act  up  fully  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  committee  of  finance,  and  to  place 
the  whole  of  the  dock-yards  upon  a  more 
economical,  and,  he  trusted,  not  a  less 
efficient  footing. 

On  the  resolution,  <«  That  9,540/.  18s. 
5J.  be  granted  for  the  salaries  and  con* 
tingent  expenses  of  the  out-ports  for 
1822," 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  why  a  naval 
officer  had  been  removed  from  Deal, 
where  there  was  much  to  do,  to  Harwich, 
a  port  where  there  was  comparatively  no- 
thing? 

Sir  G.  Cockhum  said,  that  he  was  not, 
in  fact,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  but  a  store- 
keeper, who  cot  the  title  of  a  naval  officer 
from  his  employment.  He  was  useful  in 
Harwich  for  supplying  with  stores  the 
cruizers  for  the  north  sea. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  believed  there  was  more 
in  this  appointment  than  met  the  eye. 
With  Sheerness  so  near,  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  delivery  of  stores  at 
Harwich.  Perhaps  the  appointment  could 
be  explained  better  by  the  fact  that  Har- 
wich had' the  honor  of  returning,  as  one 
of  its  representatives,  a  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  lie  understood  this 
officer  was  one  of  the  corporation  of  Har» 
wicb.  He  agreed  that  there  was  a  strong 
suspicion  of  parliamentary  influence  being 
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connected  with  thb  situation.  Deal, 
from  whence  the  officer  had  been  takeo^ 
sent  no  member  to  parliament.  He  was 
determined  to  propose  a  reduction  from 
Ibis  vote.  There  were  two  officers  at 
Xjerth.  There  was  a  chaplain  at  Pem-* 
breke,  with  40(tf.  i^  year ;  and  there  was 
A  transport  establishment  at  Cowes,  irbich 
cost  868/.  a  year,  independent  of  that  at 
Portsmouth.  One  of  these  establishments 
he  thought  quite  si^cient.  He  should 
propose  the  reduction  of  the  establish* 
ment  at  Harwich^  of  the  officers  at  Leith, 
of  the  establishment  at  Cowes ;  and*  he 
should  propose  a  reduction  of  the  chap- 
lain's salary.  The  total  of  the  reductions 
was  1 ,568/.,  and  be  moved  an  amendment, 
reducing  the  vote  by  this  sura. 

After  a  short  conversationt  the  original 
resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
divifios.  On  the  resolution,  !<  That 
SG^flOOL  be  granted  for  half-pay  to  naval 
officers," 

Mr.  Hume  complained  of  the  number 
of  promotions  which  had  taken  place  since 
the  peace.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
1,000  midshipmen  had  beeo  promoted,  as 
it  was  understood,  for  war.  services,  end 
promotion  had  gone  on  increasing  ever 
since.  Since  the  year  1816,  upwards  of 
4S8  midshipmen,  and  ISO  Ijevt^otots  had 
been  promoted,  and  the  promotion  of 
post  captains,  rear  admirals  and  tice  ad- 
mirals, had  gone  on  in  proptitipn.  The 
total  of  promotions  since  the  peace,  was 
797.  He  objected  also  to  the  prin^- 
piple  of  tbe  promotions  whidi  took  place 
at  the  late  coronation.  He  was  prepared 
to  show,  that  commaBdecs  had  been  pro- 
moted who  were  low  down  upon  the  list, 
in  preference  to  others  higher  up..  This 
was  quite  unnecessary^  and  under  the  cir- 
cunastances,  too,  of  what  coidd  only  be 
regarded  as  a  pageant  It  was  impossible 
that  talking  about  the  present  distresses 
of  the  country  could  produce  any  r^ef, 
while  expenses  were  so  needlessly  inr. 
creased.  He  knew  that  in  these  promo- 
tions there  was  a  parliamentary  influence 
exerted  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  ministers  would  resist  it  altoi- 
^ther.  He  then  contrasted  the.  niiraber 
of  officers  on  half-pay  at  the  close  of  the 
war  and  at  pceaeDt,  and  stated  that  the 
number  had  been  increased  for  tbe  sake 
of  the  patronage. 

Sir  O.  Cocil^mvindicated.tbe  principle 
on  which  the  promotions  were  conducted, 
and  stated  ttiat  at  the  coronfdon,  the 
commanders  who  were  employed,   were 
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selected  without  any  regard  Co  family  in.. 
fluence,  but  solely  on  the  ground  of  length 
of  s^vice. 

Mr.  EUke  asked,  whether  the  country 
was  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  distresa 
that  a  young  man,  on  his  return  home 
after  15  or  16  years  of  arduous  service 
abroad,  was  to  be  told  it  had  no  longer 
the  power  to  remunerate  him  ?  He  had 
heard  with  great  pain  several  of  his  hon. 
friend's  motions  that  evening.  To  the 
reductions  which  his  hon.  friend  had  pro- 
posed  in  the  civil  expenditure,  he  did  not 
ol^ct ;  but  be  coukl  not  support  the  re- 
trenchments which  he  wished  to  make  in 
this  department.  The  navy  was  already 
reduced  mueb  lower  than  sound  policy 
warranted. 

tdx.Befmet  contended,  that  his  ^  hon. 
friend  had  not  objected  to  a  system  of 
Mr  promotion,  but  to  a  system  of  exce*^ 
sive  promotion  that  was  founded  on  a 
principle  of  favoritism. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  The 
chairman  then  reported  progress  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
fVedneiday,  March  20, 

GR£NADA— PSTITIOK  FOR  A   R^DUC* 

TICK  OF  Taxbs.]  Mr.  ilforrya^  presentr 
eda  petition  from  the  council  and  tbe 
house  of  assembly  of  the  isUpd  of  Grenada, 
complaining  of  the  distress  to  which  the 
inhabltiints  of  that  island,  in  common 
with  thoae  of  all  the  other  British  West 
lodia  colonies,  were  reduced,  end  pray- 
ing that  tbe  House  would  afford  them 
such  relief  as  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
save  them  from  impending  ruin.  The 
hon.  member  stated,  that  we  distress  of 
tbe  agriculturists  at  home  had  a  prior 
cleim  to  the  attention  of  tbe  House,  but 
that  the  next  subject,  in  point  of  imports 
ance  was,  the  distress  that  prevailed 
among  the  agriculturists  of  cnir  West 
India  colonies.  He  had  read  in  a  pam- 
phlet, said  to  be  published  under  official 
authority,  that  the  total  of  all  the  sums 
raised  upon  the  land,  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  under  the  several  beads  of 
beer,  of  malt,  of  hops*  and  of  land* 
tax,  for  1821,  was  about  9*000,000^; 
and  that  the  customs  and  excise  on  our 
colonial  produce  afforded  little  less  than 
8,200,00M.  to  the  revenue :  so  ^reat,  ac- 
cording to  the  author  of  the  ^<. State  of 
the  Nation,''  was  the  claim  of  our  sugar 
colonies  to  a  degree  of  political  importf> 
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emct,  next  mtly  to  6\xt  landed  interest  3 
**n9c  iongo  iiltenrallo  proximus/'  TIm 
petitioners  stated  the  sourcet  of  theif 
diftreaa  to  be,  tfae  want  of  their  former 
intereoorse  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  very  low  prices  of  their 
produce.  In  consequence  of  the  fohner 
circumstance^  the  prices  of  lumber  and 
protisiods  in  the  Briti^,  islands  were 
donbie  those  pitd  in  the  foreign  islands, 
intd  which  American  vessels  were  ad* 
niitted.  This  difference  was  partly  oWiog 
to  the  prime  cost  of  some  of  the  articles 
being  i)igfaer  in  the  British  provinces  in 
NorUi  America  thm  in  the  United  States; 
partly  to  the  communication  with  Canada, 
mud,  indeed,  most  of  the  ports  in  the 
British  North  American  provinces,  being 
interrupted  by  the  ice  or  tempestuous 
weather  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
year ;  and  partly  to  the  marketa  in  all 
those  ports  being  bo  overloaded  with  rum 
-«the  article  in  which  the  returns  for 
lumber  and  provisions  were  made-^that 
Uiey  would  take  no  more,  and  therefore 
discontinued  sending  the  necessarv  sup* 
l^iei.  The  fact  was,  that  the  whole  con«- 
aamption  cf  rum  in  the  British  provinces 
In  North  America,  including  Newfound*- 
land,  did  not  exceed  25,0(K>  puncheons 
per  annum,  which  was  onl^  the  produce 
of  two  small  islands,  and  did  not  exceed 
oBO'eij^hth  of  the  whole.  The  consump* 
tlon  of  the  United  States,  while  the  inter* 
course  with  them  was  open,  wu  six  times 
the  quantity  taken  by  the  British  pro- 
vinces, which  was  nearly  equal  to  the 
proportionate  population  of  the  two  coun* 
tries :  but  since  we 'had  excluded  their 
ships  from  our  colonies,  they  had  ex- 
chided  the  produce  of  our  colonies  from 
their  ports,  and  the  loss  of  this  market 
had  been  grievously  felt  by  the  British 
West  Imlia  planters*  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  redundant  quantity  sent  to 
Europe  had  so  ^reduced  the  price,  that  it 
•did  not  actually  defray  the  charges  of 
cliitillation.  Leeward  Islands  rum,  of 
proof  strength,  had  been  selling  for  several 
.oHRiths  at  1«.  4k14  per  gullon ;  the  freight 
and  charges  upon  it  were  M*f  the  cask 
that  contained  it  cost  ^d.f  and  the 
remmning  W.  did  not  rciaiburse  the 
jilanter  for  Uie  coals  sent  out  from  Ene^ 
umd,  and  the  cost  md  repair  of  the  stills 
and  woms,  vats  and  other  mensiii,  ne- 
cessarj  for  discfllation  r  ao  that  the  rum, 
instead  of  pTOvidingi  as  formerly,  for  the 
-greater  part  of  the  island  expenies  of  a 
suiiar  estate,  was  now  a  total  lose  to  the 
VOL.  VL 


plantet.  The  price  of  sugar  was  also  so 
rouoh  depressed,  as  not  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  cultivation;  and  the  British 
planter  found  his  labour  lost,  and  hia 
property  annually  diminishing.^The  pe- 
titioners ascribed  the  present  depreciation 
of  their  staple  commodity  to  the  increased 
interference  of  East  India  sugar  in  the 
consumption  of  the  mother  country,  and 
to  the  augmented  produce  of  the  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  colonies  where  the  slave^^ 
trade  was  still  carried  on.  With  respect 
to  tlie  first  of  these  circuaostances,  the 
additional  duty  imposed  upon  East  India 
sugar  was  intended  as  a  protection  to  West 
India  sugar,  unless  the  price  should  a3« 
vanoe  upon  the  consumer  beyond  a  reason* 
able  rate ;  but  it  did  not  at  present  answer 
that  purpose.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
private  trade  to  India,  the  number  of  ships 
sent  from  Great  Britain  to  that  part  of 
the  world  had  greatly  increased.  The 
only  commodities  they  could  find  there 
to  use  as  balhistin  the  voyage  homoi  were 
saltpetre  and  sugar;  and  as  the  quantity 
of  the  former  was  very  instifficient  for  that 
purpose,  they  made  up  the  deficiency 
with  the  latter*  Sugar  from  Indra,  there* 
fore,  being  n»relv  a  substitute  for  ballast, 
might  be  eensiuered  as  coming  home 
freight  free-^-an  advantage  which  was 
never  contemplated  when  the  duties  were 
arranged;  and  the  quantity  introduced 
into  home  consumption  was  annually  in«> 
creasing.  The  petitioners  contended,  that 
as  theur  trade  was  restricted  to  Great 
Britain,  they  were  entitled  to  a  preference 
in  the  British  market;  and  that  such 
countervailing  duties  ought  to  be  imposed 
upon  East  India  sugar  as  to  ensure  the 
West  India  planters  a  fair  price,  before 
it  was  admitted  into  competition  with 
them.«*-The  other  and  far  more  important 
cause  of  their  distress  was,  the  vast  increase 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  co* 
lonies,  where  the  slave-trade  was  still 
carried  on.  It  was  long  ago  predicted, 
that  unless  this  trade  was  abolished  by 
Great  Britain  in  concert  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  the  great  objects  of 
tinmanity  woula  be  defeated,  and  the 
Britisk  West  India  colonies  be  ruined. 
The  formmr  prediction  had  always  been 
accomplished,  and  the  latter  was  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  so.  The  abolition  by  Great 
Britain  had  served  as  a  stimulus  to  other 
nations  to  continue  it  to  a  greater  extent 
than  ever,  and  mider  circumstances  of 
accumulaled  barbarity.  The  growth  of 
4  H 
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sugar  in  the  forefgn  colonies  had  thiis 
increased  to  a  degree  that  inundated  every 
market  in  Europe,  and  brought  great 
distress  on  the  British  planter,  who  de- 
pended upon  those  markets  to  take  off  the 
surplus  of  his  produce  beyond  what  was 
required  for  home  consumption.  The 
first  remedy  preyed  for  by  the  petitioners, 
was,  the  renewal  of  the:forraer  intercourse 
between  the  British  West  India  colonies 
and  the  United  States*  He  was  an  adro- 
cate  for  the  navigation  system ;  but  could 
not  forget  the  observation  of  Mr.  Burke, 
that  "  if  that  law  be  suffered  to  run  the 
full  length  of  its  principle,  and  is  not 
changed  and  modified  according  to  the 
change  of  time  and  circumstances,  it 
must  do  great  mischief,  and  frequently 
defeat  its  own  purpose.  It  will  not  onlj 
tie,  but  strangle."  This  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, a  case  of  that  description ;  for  the 
effect  of  its  enforcement  was  not  only  to 
double  the  cost  of  the  supplies  necessary 
for  the  British  planter,  but  also  to  deprive 
him  of  the  best  market  for  hb  rum,  and 
render  it  of  no  value  whatever.  The  only 
interests  that  could  possibly  be.  affected 
by  this  measure  were  those  of  the  British 
provinces  irt  North  America,  and  the 
British  ship*owners.  The  objections  of 
the  former  might  be  done  away,  by  the 
imposition  of  a  dutjr  upon  such  American 
articles  as  came  mto  competition  with 
those  that  were  the  growth  and  produce 
of  our  own  provinces ;  this  would  give 
them  all  that  colonies  could  reasonably 
claim  —  protection  without  monopoly. 
The  ibterests  of  the  British  ship-owners 
would  suffer  more  by  driving  the  West 
India  planters  to  extremity  and  ruin,  as 
must  be  the  consequence  of  continuing 
the  present  system,  than  by  granting 
them  the  relief  prayed  for.  If  they  were 
incapable  of  continuing  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  and  rum,  without  loss,  they  must 
give  it  up,  and  raise  provisions  for  their 
own  subsistence,  and  that  of  their  slaves. 
The  ship-owners  would  then  Jose  a  far 
more  important  branch  of  their  carrying 
trade,  than  the  cross  voyages  between 
the  West  India  colonies  and  the  British 
provinces  in  North  America* — The  next 
remedy  to  which  the  petitioners  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
by  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  That 
his  majesty 's  ministers  had  made  great 
sacrifices,  in  order  ^o  accomplish  this 
object  be  readily  adraiited ;  and  heiioped 
that  their  persevering  endeavours  in  this 
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good  cause  woil^ld  be  crowned  with  final 
success.  Appearances,  however,  were 
far  from  promising.  The  government  of 
Spain  had,  indeed,  lately  passed  a  law, 
inflicting  punishment  on  those  who  carried 
it  on ;  but  for  many  years  past,  neither 
the  laws  nor  treaties  of  Spain  had  been 
observed  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  By  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain, 
the  nnal  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the 
Spanish  colonies  was  to  have  taken  place 
in  October  18^,  and  the  judges  and  com- 
missioners appointed  by  tne  powers  to  try 
all  violations  of  the  abolition  laws  arrived 
at  the  Havannah  previous  to  that  period ; 
but,  in  the  face  or  them  all,  the  intendant 
at  the  Havannah  took  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  admittmg  every  slave 
ship  that  came  to  that  port,  whether 
unaer  the  Spanish,  French,  or  Portuguese 
flag;  and  the  judces  and  commissioners 
had  never  been  allowed  to  interfere.  St> 
late  as  October  last,  a  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
M*s.)  sailed  from  the  Havannah  for  this 
country,  and  on  the  same  day  four  vessels 
left  that  port,  that  were  avowedly  fitted 
out  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  bring.back 
slaves.  The  Portuguese  government  still 
refused  even  to  fix  a  penod  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave  trade ;  and  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  who,  at  the  congress  of  Vienna, 
approved  of  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
marquis  opposite,  to  exclude  the  produce 
of  those  colonies  who  refused  to  accede 
to  the  abolition,  had  so  regulated  his  late 
tariffs  of  duties,  as  to  give  a  monopoly  6f 
the  consumption  of  sugar  in  his  dominions 
to  the  colonies  of  the  only  powers  by 
whom  the  slave  trade  was  csrtied  on. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  of  ministers  would  be 
necessary  to  secure  the  effectual  abolitibn 
of  the  slave  trade ;  and  the  prospect  of 
relief  to  the  British  West  India  planters 
from  this  event  was,  he  feared,  very 
distakit.<-*Tbe  petitioners  ^so  urged,  that 
the  duty  on  sugar  ought  not  to  be  arbi- 
trary, but  to  depend  upon  iu  value,  be- 
cause, as  at  present  regulated,  it  fell  oti 
the  planter,  and  not  dn  the  consumer. 
He  confessed,  however,  that  in  the  pr^ 
sent 'distress^  state  of  the  country,  no 
expectation  of  any  diminution  in  the  duty 
could  xeasonably  be  entertained.  An- 
other mode  of  relief  suggested  by  the  pe- 
titioners, was,  permission  to  export  tb6ir 
rum  in  Britbh  ships,  to  any  port  in 
Europe,*- a  permission  which  had  al* 
ready  been  given  them  as  to  all  their  pro- 
duce, to  any  port  in  Europe  south  of 
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Cape  Finisterre.  The  greatest  part. of 
the  rum  sent  from  the  M^t  Indies  to  this 
country  was  re-exported  at  a  double  set 
of  charges,  which  absorbed  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  value,  and  which  might  be 
saved  bj  shipping  it  direct  to  the  pieces 
of  iM  consumption.  This  permission 
would  not  only  be  useful  to  the  planters, 
but  to  the  Bntifh  ship-owners,  who  would 
receive  an  increased  freight  for  tlie  longer 
▼oyage;  and,  upon  the  same  principle 
that  ships  going  from  the  West  Indies  to 
ports  south  of  Cape  Finisterre  were  per- 
mitted to  load  back  with  certain  enume- 
rtted  articles,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
rstum  from  the  Baltic  with  lumber,  and 
iVora  Hamburgh  with  staves,  direct  to  the 
West  Indies ;  which,  under  the  present 
system,  must,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
landed  in  Great  Britain,  and  then  re- 
shipped  to  the  West  Indies  at  an  enormous 
ana  unnecessary  expense.  Independently 
of  the  advantage  of  procuring  employment 
to  the  British  ship-owners,  by  thus  in* 
creasing  the  sources  of  supply  of  lumber 
for  the  West  India  colonies,  the  price 
would  be  kept  down ;  and  in  case  of  war, 
the  planters  would  be  less  sensibly  affected 
by  the  loss  of  any  one  market,  than  if 
they  depended  for  a  supply  on  that  one 
only,  it  appeared  highly  advisable  to 
extend  the  permission  prayed  for,  to  sugar 
as  well  as  to  rum,  as  was  already  the 
ease  with  vessels  bound  from  the  West 
Indies  to  any  port  of  Europe  south  of 
Cape  Finisterre.  The  present  Russian 
tanff,  if  it  continued  in  force,  would  soon 
induce  our  planters  to  resume  the  practice 
of  claying  sugars,  in  order  to  secure  their 
adosission  into  the  Russian  market.  Under 
the  present  system,  they  must  first  be 
landed  in  Great  Britain,  and  then  re- 
shipped  from  hence  at  a  double  set  of 
chaises ;  but  if  permission  were  given  to 
send  them  direct  ^o  Russia,  they  would 
then  come  into  competition  with  the  clayed 
sugars  of  the  Brazils  and  Cuba,  which 
were  sent  there  direct  on  eoual  terms  as 
to  freight  and  charges.  Perhaps  the 
House  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the 
distress  that  at  present  existed  ill  the 
British  West  India  colonies.  One  planter 
wrote,  that  no  credit  could  be  obtained 
for  provisions  and  clothing,  except  under 
a  law  of  the  island,  which  gave  those  sup- 
plies a  priority  even  over  mortgages,  if 
furnished  withm  the  last  12  months  ;  and 
that  thb  credit  was  purchased  at  the 
rate  of  50  per  cent  advance  on  the  cash 
price  of  the  articlesi  with  the  certainty  of 


actions  being  brought  to  recover  tlie* 
amount,  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law  for  securing  the  priority.  Another 
stated,  that  one  third  of  the  last  year's 
taxes  remained  unpaid,  without  any  pos- 
sibility of  beioff  collected ;  and  that  the 
legislature  of  the  island  in  which  be  re- 
sided were  now  imposing  new  taxes,  under 
which  those  who  could  pay  must  make 
up  the  deficiencies  of  those  who  could 
not.  Another  declared  his  determination, 
unless  things  should  take  a  more  favour- 
able turn,  to  abandon  the  cultivation  of 
produce,  and  divide  his  land  among  his 
negroes,  whom  he  could  no  longer  sup- 
port, in  order  that  they  might  raise  pro* 
visions  for  their  own  maintenance.  As 
an  instance  of  the  depreciation  of  pro- 
perty, he  might  mention  a  fact  that  h^d 
come  within  his  own  immediate  knowledge. 
An  estate  in  Demerara,  that  was  pur- 
chased about  7  years  ago  for  40,000/., 
was  sold  at  the  marshal's  sale  last  spring 
for  18,400/.  He  trusted  that  some  mea- 
sure calculated  to  meet  the  urgency  of 
the  case,  would  speedily  be  brought  for- 
ward. 

Mr.  fVUmat  said,  that  the  state  of  the 
colonies  had  not  escaped  the  attention  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trade,  who  meant  in  the  ensuing 
week  to  submit  a  motion  on  the  subject 
of  regulating  the  intercourse  of  tlio  colo- 
nies with  Canada. 

Mr.  £tff>  confirmed  all  that  had  beensaid 
respecting  the  severe  distress  under  which 
the  colonies  now  laboured.     That  the 

Elanters  had  not  sooner  appealed  to  par- 
ament  was  owing  to  the  confidence  they 
reposed  in  the  protection  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Bright  begged  also  to  express  his 
concurrence  in  the  opinion,  that  the  dis- 
tresses .of  the  colonies  required  immediate 
attention. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Motion  rbspectino  thb  Duties  ok 
Tallow  and  Candles.]  Mr.  Cunven^ 
in  rbing  to  bring  on  his  promised  motion 
for  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  import  duties  on  Tallow,  said,  that  the 
subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  not 
only  as  it  affected  the  landed  mterest  of  the 
country,  but  as  it  affected  otlier  interesu, 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  pro- 
tect. Hehad  the  means  of  knowing  the  opi- 
nions of  agriculturists,  and  he  knew  that 
they  thought  that  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign tallow  was  one  amongst  other  causes 
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which  operated  to  produce  the  great  dis- 
proportion which  unfortunately  existed 
between  the  supply  and  the  demand*  He 
would  press  this  measure  on  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House,  as  one  which  was 
just  and  necessary  in  itself;  and  as  one, 
whidi  if  entertained)  would  not  tend  to 
decrease  the  revenue,  whilst  on  the  other 
hand  it  would  essentially  senre  the  farmer. 
He  believed  he  was  sanctioned  by  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in 
saying,  that  though  considerable  duties 
were  placed  on  the  importation  of  other 
articles,  the  produce  of  this  country,  yet 
those  duties  did  not  tend  to  diminish  the 
consuinption  of  those  articles,  or  to  injure 
the  revenue  of  the  state.  The  same  rea<* 
sontng  he  thought  might  be  applied  with 
equial  force  with  respect  to  tauow.  The 
English  farmer  would  be  able  to  supply 
the  demand  of  the  English  market,  and  he 
ought  to  be  placed  at  least  on  a  just  and 
equal  footing  with  the  foreign  agricultu- 
rist. He  believed  that  all  men,  however 
they  might  differ  on  other  points,  agreed 
that  the  country  in  general,  and  the  agri- 
culturists in  particular,  laboured  under 
great  and  pressinff  difficulties*  He  was 
willing  to  assume  that  government  felt  for 
those  distresses— he  was  willing  to  believe 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  government  to  give 
relief.  Unfortunately^  however,  persons 
diffisred  as  to  the  l>est  means  of  affording 
that  relief,  and  he  in  common  with  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people,  was  convinced, 
that  the  measures  already  taken  by  go- 
vernment were  quite  inadequate  to  afford 
any  sensible  amelioration  ofthe  public  dis* 
tress.  He  did  not  call  on  the  government  to 
sacrifice  any  portion  of  the  public  revenue, 
without  receiving  an  equivalent  in  another 
shape.  The  anxiety  of  ministers  to  pre- 
serve that  revenue  would  not  preclude 
them  from  giving  their  support  to  the  pre- 
sent proposition.  And  hgre  he  would  <lall 
the  serious  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
melancholy  fact,  that  whatever  might  have 
been  the  extent  of  public  distress,  unques- 
tionably since  the  parliament  bad  assem- 
bled that  distress  had  not  been  diminished. 
He  did  not  mean  to  throw  blame  upon 
ministers.  He  did  not  mean  to  under-jrate 
the  steps  which  they  had  taken.  The  ta* 
king  off  one  shilling  per  bushel  on  the  duty 
on  malt  might  have  been  thought  by  them 
the  most  probable  means  of  afferdmg  re* 
lief;  but  the  country  now  felt  that  relief 
did  not  follow  the  reduction  of  that  tax,  at 
least,  in  the  proportion  which  was  expec- 
ted.     It   was   his   opinion,  that    other 


measures  might  be  carried  into  e&ctffons 
which  greater  relief  might  be  derived,  and 
be  called  upon  ministers  to  see  whether 
any  thing  further  in  the  shape  of  practical 
reuef  might  be  effected.  The  measure  he 
was  about  to  propose  would  tend  to  relieve 
the  farmer,  without  putting  any  burthen 
upon  the  consumer.  If  it  could  naive  such 
an  effect,  he  would  not  bring  it  forward  ; 
he  would  not  stand  up  in  his  place  to  ad- 
vocate  any  measure  which  might  relieve 
the  agriculturists  at  the  expenoe  of  the 
great  class  of  consumers.  It  waa  evident 
Uiat  the  difficulties  under  which  the  coun- 
try laboured  were  not  confined  to  the  agrt- 
cultural  body.  It  was  not  the  landlord ; 
the  tenant,  and  the  labourers  that  alone 
suffiared ;  but  the  great  body  of  the  people 
at  large  felt  the  pressure  of  the  times*  He 
might  appeal  to  every  gentleman  who 
heard  him,  whether,  at  every  ftir  and  mar<» 
ket  town  in  the  kingdom,  the  consequence 
ofthe  reduced  situation  ofthe  fiMrmer  was 
not  experienced.  Formerly  the  farmer, 
after  disposing  of  his  produce  stopped  in 
order  to  take  necessary  refreshment,  and 
to  provide  himself  with  arddea  of  comfort 
and  convenience ;  but  at  present,  the  oso- 
raent  the  market  was  concluded  the  far- 
mer ran  off  without  apendiag  a  fiirthiog. 
Such  was  the  fact,  the  distress  of  the  fiur- 
raer  affircted  not  only  himself;  but  every 
tradesman,  every  publican,  every  man  who  . 
had  any  thing  to  sell,  Celt  the  consequen* 
oes  of  the  £stras8  of  the  agrioultinists. 
That  distress,  even  amonast  the  farmers, 
did  not  press  equally.  The  graziers  suf- 
fered more  than  the  growera  of  com ; 
meat,  which  formerly  sold  for  lOtL  waa 
now  Sd.  or  4f{/.,  and  in  the  metropolis  at 
the  highest  price,  not  more  than  7d»  per 
lb. ;  such  was  the  price  to  the  consumer, 
but  the  farmer  received  not  more  than 
3^.  per  lb.  sinking  the  offid.  It  was  a 
fact,  that  prime  cattle  at  present  brought 
no  more  than  cattle  from  the  highlanda 
of  Scotland  had  formerly  brought.  The 
measure  he  had  to  submit  to  the  HousCf 
namely,  an  additional  duty  on  the  importa* 
tton  of  tallow,  would,  in  the  first  instaace, 
havethe  effect  of  raising  theprice  of  that  arti- 
cle, but  by  taking  off  part  of  thetaxupontal^ 
low  manufactured,  which  now  bore  so  hea* 
vily  upon  him,  the  consumer  would  de« 
rive  ionnitely  more  benefit  than  disadvan* 
tage  from  tmi  plan ;  and  the  farmer  would 
be  considerably  benefitted.  The  average 
quantity  of  ulfow  imported  ftom  Euaaia 
was  computed  to  amount  to  about  S5,0Q0 
tons  a  year ;  the  quantity  melted  in  tUf 
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coantry  was  estimated  at  70,000  tons  a 
year.  The  avera^  price  per  U»  at  present 
was  S^d,  Npw,  in  what  sUuatioo  did  the 
two  countries  respectively  standi  The 
English  grazing  farmer  coold  not  produce 
bis  tailow  without  feeding  his  cattle  upon 
land  that  was  eoual  in  value  to  about  90s. 
per  acre ;  the  Eussian  fanner  produced 
BIS  from  lands  that  were  worth  not  quite 
If.  per  acre.  The  latter  produced  bis 
tallow,  also,  without  any  more  labour  or 
expense  than  the  trouble  of  slaughtering 
bis  beasts,  and  boiling  the  fot  down ;  these 
beasts  were  not,  like  ours,  valuable  cattle, 
but  animals  that  were  nerdy  raised  and 
kept  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Ibeir  taU 
low.  But  was  this  the  only  comparison  to 
be  made  between  Uie  two  countries? 
Was  the  situation  of  a  &rmer,  or  even  of 
a  labourer,  in  this  country,  to  be  likened 
to  that  of  a  peasant  or  farmer  in  Russia  ? 
Sorely  the  interests  of  our  own  producer, 
oo  every  gro^md,  merited  protection. 
The  duty  upon  Russian  tallow  imported, 
was  now  lo2.  odd  per  cent :  the  outy  on 
bemp,  an  article  so  necessary  and  essential 
to  our  shipping,  no  less  than  S5/.  Now, 
was  there  any  just  gradation  of  policv,  he 
would  ask,  in  taxing  an  artide  like  hemp 
•^of  indispensable  necessity  to  our  most 
valuable  service,  and  of  which  we  ooraelves 
were  not  growers,  but  consumers  only,  at 
this  high  rate ;  and  levyins  open  tallow— 
an  article  raised  by  ourselves— -a  duty  al- 
most nominal,  in  comparison  to  the  other  i 
His  motion  was  framed  to  protect  our 
own  markets,  not  only  now,  but  hereafter, 
from  excessive  importation  from  ether 
countries;  for,  had  there  been  peace  in 
South  America  for  any  length  of  time,  we 
might  have  expected  great  quantities  of 
tallow  from  that  part  of  the  world.  Russia 
produced,  altop^er,  40,000  tons  of  tallow 
yearly ;  of  which  she  exported  jfrom  80  to 
85,000  tons  to  this  country.  And  bow 
did  Russia  preserve  this  trade?  It  was 
very  extraordinary,  but  it  was  true,  that 
she  imposed  8  per  cent  on  the  tallow  ex- 
ported from  her  coasts ;  and  made  us  pay 
annually,  about  70,000^  for  what  i — for 
permission  to  bring  her  tallow  to  our  own 
markets,  to  put  down  the  produce  of  our 
own  agriculturists.  The  duty  upon  im- 
ported tallow  he  ehould  now  propose  very 
considerably  to  increase.  What  would  be 
the  oonseonence  of  such  increase  might  be 
gathered  from  the  benefidal  effects  of  a 
aimtlar  increase  in  other  cases.  It  would 
operate  as  the  augmented  duties  bad  done 
with  respect  to  our  trade  mth  Spain  and 


Holland.  Spain  took  off  her  heavy  duty 
on  exported  wool,  the  moment  she  found 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleaum  opposite  had 

? laced  a  new  duty  on  its  importation, 
lolland  had  dene  the  same,  when  the 
duties  en  foreign  butter  and  cheese  were 
imposed.  Russia  ought  now  to  be  roade^ 
through  the  same  mode  ot  proceeding,  to 
take  off  her  dutv  upon  tallow.  So  far  from 
our  trade  with  Holland  bavioe  dedinedby 
reason  of  the  new  duties,  she  nad  this  year 
sent  over  800,000  barrds  of  butter^ which 
was  more  than  she  sent  before  those  duties 
were  imposed.  The  trade  with  Ireland 
had,perhaps,somewhatdecreased;  but,'aa 
Ireland,  from  the  nature  of  her  climate 
and  soil,  must  in  the  end  thrive  most  by 
attending  both  to  grazing  and  the  dairy^ 
he  was  for  permitting  these  duties  to  con^ 
tinue.  In  pra^ng  for  a  committee  of  that 
House  to  consider  this  subject,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  full  extent  of  putting  a 
duty  of  &l.  per  ton  upon  fordgn  imported 
tallow.  Upon  the  whole  quantity  of  tdlow 
imported,  allowing  for  the  duty  payable  in 
Russia,  this  would  be  an  imposition  of 
about  15/.  per  cent  on  the  vdue,  as  regar- 
ded foreign  tallow  onlv ;  the  Russian  gra* 
Xing  farmer,  instead  of  getting  8^,  woukl 
get  only  2|^.  per  lb.  This  tax  of  15A  per 
cent  divided  upon  the  whole  quantity  of 
tdlow,  foreign  as  well  as  home*produced 
would  cause  a  rise  in  the  price  ot  tallow  of 
about  5l.  per  ton.  Now,  in  his  bumble 
opinion,  this  increased  duty  woukl  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  yearly  vdue  of 
grasine  lands  by  about  8OO,O002.  He  cd* 
eukited  that  tne  iacreAsed  duty  would 
afford  to  the  revenue  a  surplus  over  the 
produce  of  the  old  duty  of  800,000/.  He 
should  propose  that  this  800,000/.  be  ap- 

Slied  to  taking  off  the  present  duty  en  can« 
les,  which  now  yielded  somewhere  about 
860,000/.  per  annum ;  and  the  expenses 
for  Uie  collection  of  which  amounted  to 
about  one  seventh  of  the  duty.  The  price 
of  the  candle  to  the  manufacturer  was  not 
more  than  5^.,  the  cost  of  manufacturing 
\d,f  and  yet -the  consumer,  for  the  most 
inferior  sort,  pdd  9(/.perlb.  For  every 
6i/.,  therefore,  of  cost,  the  consumer  paid 
2d.  profit  to  die  manufacturer,  and  Id.  for 
duty  to  goveoinient.  He  should  not  have 
brought  the  present  subject  before  thi 
House,  could  be  have  prevailed  upon  min- 
isters, from  whose  hands  such  projpodtions 
dwpys  emanated  with  most  propriety  to  do 
so.  The  distresses  of  the  times,  however, 
had  operated  with  bimt  to  give  ministers 
an  opportunity  of  at  least  reconsidering 
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these  maltto ;  and  oo  that  ground  he  me- 
ved.  <*  That  this  House  will  resdve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
take  iDto  consideration  tlie  propriety  of 
auffmentiog  the  existing  daties  on  Tallow, 
and  also  for  repealing  the  duty  on 
Candles.*' 

Mr.  ^hei  could  not  concur  with  his 
hon.  friend  in  the  principal  object  of  his 
motion;  because,  at  a  time  when  the 
t|uestion  of  peace  or  war  was  trembling  in 
the  balance—when  the  fate  of  thousands 
of  unfortunate  christians  was  involved  in 
the  forthcoming  decision  of  the  cabinets 
of  Petersburgh  and  Constantinople,  it 
would  be  unwise  to  irritate  the  Russian 
government  by  imposing  a  severe  addi* 
tional  duty  upon  an  article  of  Russian 
produce.  Such  a  course,  moreover, 
might  lead  to  some  harsh  retaliatory 
measure  on  their  part,  directed  against 
the  commerce  of  England.  It  nnist  be 
evident,  too,  that  if  the  importation  from 
Russia  was  lessened,  the  exportation  from 
England,  must  decrease  m  proportion. 
He  did,  however,  perfectly  agree  with  his 
hon.  friend,  in  the  necessity  of  repealing 
the  tax  on  candies,  which  was  a  tax  on 
labour  itself;  because,  while  gas,  and  oil 
lamps,  and  a  hundred  other  elegant  inven* 
tions,  were  emplojred  for  the  purpose  of 
iightm^  the  mansions  of  the  ricli,  the 
industnous  mechanic  worked  many  hours» 
after  his  daily  labour,  by  candle  light.  A 
tax  on  candles,  therefore,  was  a  direct  tax 
on  labour ;  and  consequently  one  that  no 
motives  of  human  policy  could  ever  sanc- 
tion. '  He  was  not  disposed  to  disagree 
with  the  financial  views  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  or  to  contend,  that 
there  ought  not  to  be  i(  surplus  beyond 
the  expenses  of  the  country.  Whether 
that  surplus  should  be  to  the  extent  of 
five  millions  abovf  the  annual  revenue,  he 
would  not  decide;  but  if  it  were  proposed 
that  it  should  accumulate  at  compound 
interest,  he  should  give  it  his  firm  opposi* 
tion.  He  had  seen  that  the  sinking  tunds 
of  sir  R.  Walpole  and  of  Mr.  Pitt,  had  no 
sooner  been. established,  than  they  were 
blroken  in  ujion;  and  he  anticipated  the 
same  result  if  the  system  were  now  re- 
vived. In  wo  much  of  the  proposition  of 
the  hon.  mover,  as  contemnlated  the 
reduction  of  the  tax,  he  fully  ag^reed; 
but  he  qould  not  agree  in  any  measure 
which  would  indicate  nostility  on  the  part 
of  this  country  against  Russia. 

Mr.  Robinton  agreed  in  a  great  part  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  boo.  member  for 


HttlL  A%  one  who  was  connected  with- 
that  interest  which  the  hon.  mover  pro«. 
fessed  himself  anxious  to  support,  he  was 
necessarily  desirous  of  entertaining  any 
measure  which  could  be  proposed  m  the 
.relief  of  the  agricultural  interest,  without 
injury  to  others ;  but  he  could  not  agree 
to  a  proposal  which  could  only  benefit 

X 'culture  by  throwing  a  burthen  on  the 
lie  body  of  consumers,  orby  impeding 
the  trade  of  the  country.  The  tax  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  foreign  tallow  roust 
have  one  of  two  effects— 4t  would  raise., 
the  price  of  tallow,  or  it  would  not.  If 
it  raised  the  price  of  tallow,,  it  would  in- 
crease the  imoe  of  candles  to  the  con- 
sumer, and  render  the  burthen  more  on- 
erous to  those  who  already  compkined  of 
the  taxes :  if  it  did  not  raise  the  price  of 
tallow^  it  was  .no  protection  to  the  agri- 
culturists. The  duty  on  candles  was  now 
9L  or  lOL  a  ton,  that  on  tallow  at  present 
between  S^  and  4/.  The  proposal  of  the 
hon.  mover  was,  to  take  off  the  tax  on 
candles,  and  increase  the  duty  on  tallow 
to  20^;  so  that  the  duty  on  the  ton  of 
candles  would  be  increased  from  about 
12L.  lOt.  to  20L  Looking  to  the  offset 
of  the  proposed  duty,  he  could  not  help 
observiog,  that  the  most  active  advocate 
of  the  tax  on  tallow  (he  did  not  mean  tha 
hon.  mover)  who  was  propagating  pretty 
largely  the  facts  and  arguments  in  revour 
of  this  tax,  was,  at  least  such  was  the 
general  notion  in  the  city,  greatly  inte* 
rested  in  an  advance  of  the  price  of  the 
article  [hearl].  This  gentleman  did  not 
go  the  length  of  asserting,  that  the 
price  of  tallow  would  not  be  increased ; 
but  he  went  a  round-about  way  to  prove, 
that  the  increase  would  not  be  beyond 
5L  lOf.  a  ton,  an  increase  of  price  which 
would  make  a  difference  of  Sc.  a-head  on 
an  ox.  Really,  then,  were  they  to  risk 
Uie  embarrassment  of  commercial  rela- 
tions, and  to  throw  a  fresh  burtheo  on  the- 
consumer,  for  the  sake  of  a  boon,  which 
after  all,  was  not  worth  having  ?  The  hon. 
mover  had,  however,  so  managed  his  argu- 
ment as  to  suppose,  in  one  breath,.that  the 
tax  would  operate  as  a  protection  to  the 
agricultural  interest,  because  it  would 
raise  the  price  of  tallow;  in  another, 
breath,  that  it  would  not  injure  the  con* 
sumers,  because  it  would  noi  raise  the 
price  of  tallow.  The  hon.  member  to 
make  out  this  last  supposition,  had  told 
them,  that  the  foreign  producer  could, 
afford  to  sell  his  tallow  9o.  much  lower 
than  he  actually  did,  that  he,  and  not  the 
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coiminier^  wdulB  pay  the  'tax.  Now 
thiSi  if  it  were  true,  was  no  argument 
for  the  meaiure.  The  just  complaint 
of  forelgtiers,  was»  that  the  trade  of 
this  country  was  so  restricted,  that  all 
their  ingenuity  was  required  to  get  an 
article  into  this  country  on  profitable 
terms;  and  now  that  one  article  was 
found  on  which  they  could  get  a  profit, 
the  state  was  to  step  in  and  take  it  in  the 
shape  of  a  ux.  If  this  was  to  be  our 
rule  of  commercial  policy,  we  might  as 
well  shut  up  shop  at  once.  On  these 
grounds,  thereforci  he  should  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  he  had  heard  with 
great  pleasure  the  principles  avowed  by 
the  president  of  the  board  of  trade,  and 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
hereafter  act  upon  them ;  for  if  they  had 
hitherta  been  foHowed  up,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  could  never  have  proposed  the 
duties  upon  cheese  and  butter  [Hear !!.] 
The  hon.  mover  was  a  great  friend  to 
agriculture,  and  was  ready  to  go  a  creat 
way  in  support  of  it.  The  length  to 
which  he  hsd  gone  that  night  was  really 
surprising,  for  he  had  told  them  exactly 
the  qijantity  of  tallow  produced  in  this 
country,  the  quantity  produced  abroad, 
and  the  e&ct  which  tne  tax  operating  on 
this  quantity  would  have  upon  the  price, 
which  he  told  them  was  precisfeljr  5/.  lOtf., 
the  rest  of  the  proposed  tax  bemg  to  be 
paid  by  the  foreign  producer.  How  the 
hon.  gentleman  got  at  this  result  was  sur* 
prising.  He  beneved  the  fact  would  turn 
cut  to  be  venr  different ;  that  the  pro* 
ducers  in  all  foreign  countries  furnished 
their  articles  on  the  average,  at  the  price 
at  which  they  could  afford  them ;  and  that 
a  tax  now  imposed,  would  on  the  average 
of  future  years,  be  added  to  the  price. 
He  could  not  consent  to  tax  the  whole 
community  for  the  benefit  of  one  class. 
As  he  anticipated  that  his  hon.  friend's 
motion  would  meet  with  the  fate  it  de* 
aervedj  he  should  not  detain  the  House 
longer,  but  to  observe  on  a  remark  of  the 
hon.  member  for  Hull.  The  hon.  member 
for  Hull  had  said,  that  he  was  a  friend  to 
•a  surplus  revenue  beyond  expenditure, 
but  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  a  sinking 
fund.  Now  to  what  purpose  was  a  surplus 
revenue  applicable  but  as  a  sinking  fund? 
The  hon.  member  had  said,  that  he  found 
from  the  eiperience  of  history,  that  a 
ainking  fund  was  always  seized  by  the 
ministers.  He  (Mr.  R.)  agreed  with 
himi  and  it  was  on  this  account  that  he 


objectefl  to  the  proposal. to  maintain  a 
surplus  revenue.  In  principle  nothing 
could  be  better  than  a  sinking  fund.  He 
was  so  great  a  friend  to  the  principle,  that 
he  was  ready  to  consent  that  the  country 
should  make  a  great  effort  to  get  out  of 
debt ;  but  then  he  would  be  sure  that  the 
means  taken  would  efkct  the  object. 
He  would  not  trust  any  ministers,  no 
matter  who  they  were,  with  a  surplus 
revenue,  and  he  should,  therefore,  join  ia 
any  vote  for  a  remission  of  taxes  that 
might  be  proposed,  so  long  as  a  surplus 
revenue  remamed.  The  taxes  on  candles 
and  on  salt  had  been  proposed  for  reduc- 
tion, but  thouffh  that  on  sah  was  undoubt- 
edly very  burthensome,  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  that  which  most  demanded 
reduction.  The  taxes  on  law  proceedings 
seemed  to  him  the  most  abominable  that 
existed  in  the  country,  by  subjecting  the 
poor  man,  and  the  man  of  middling  for- 
tune, who  applied  for  justice,  to  the  most 
ruinous expence  [hear!].  Every  gentle- 
man had  his  favourite  plan  for  repealing  a 
particular  tax,  and  this  tax  upon  justice, 
was  that  which  he  should  most  desire  to 
see  reduced. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  expressed  the  strongest 
objection  to  the  measure  proposed,  and 
was  very  doubtful  what  would  be  its  e£kct 
upon  Russia.  The  hon.  mover  had  stated, 
that  when  the  duties  on  wool  were  im- 
posed, the  Spanish  government  took  off 
the  exports,  but  he  forgot  the  circum- 
stance, that  Spain  fmmedrately  prohibfted 
woollen  goods  of  the  manufacture  of  this 
country.  The  same  effect,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  follow,  if  such  a  course 
were  pursued  towards  Russia.  He  was  b 
friend  to  free  trade,  and  if  its  principles 
were  not  to  be  acted  upon,  he  was  anxi* 
ous  for  the  character  of  this  country, 
that  it  should  not  cast  the  first  stone,  and 
allow  other  nations  to  say,  that  they  were 
only  retaliating  upon  us. 

Mr.  Bennett  of  Wilts,  said,  he  was  a 
friend  to  the  principles  of  free  trade,  but 
he  had  never  heard  them  applied  to  the 
removal  of  the  restrictions  on  the  proposed 
repeal  of  die  importation  of  hats,  or  silk, 
or  leather  goods,  or  the  other  innumerable 
articles  of  manufacture,  but  solely  to  the 
removal  of  the  small  protection  which 
agriculture  enjoyed.  He  was  convinced 
that  some  restrictions  were  necessary  at 
present,  as  in  no  manufactures  could  we 
compete  with  foreigners  under  the  present 
weight  of  taxation.  The  tax  which  had 
been  imposed  on  foreign  wool  had  been 
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moat  btbefictaly  as  it  had  been  i|ud  cfn- 
tirelj  out  of  the  pockets  of  Spaoish  irool 
growers ;  wool  being  Bd  cheap  no^  as  it 
wail  before.  Tallow  would,  he  was  con« 
▼tncedf  be  little  increased  in  price  by  the 
tax^  as  the  expence  in  Russia  Iras  merely 
tft^  of  drivmg  the  beasts  togetber,  and 
boiling  the  fat.  He  should  cordially  sop* 
port  the  motion. 

Mr.  Philips  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  manner  in  which  the  manu*' 
facturers  had  come  forward  in  favour  of  a 
free  trade,  referring  particolariy  to  a  pe* 
tition  presented  from  tlie  chamber  of  com- 
BMr^e  of  Manchester.  He  contended, 
that  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  tmt  manu- 
facturers was  sufficient  to  protect  them 
agdnsi  the  rivalship  of  foreign  nations. 
Qtk  the  sufaject  of  a  relaxation  of  taxes, 
he  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  that  the 
duty  which  might  be  most  beneficially 
removed  was  wat  upon  rsw  silk,  it 
would  produce  a  vase  extension  of  the 
nutoufacturo  of  that  article,  and  would 
therd>y  inevitably  benefit  the  agricnltural 
interest;  seeing  that  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture  depended  mainly  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  manufactures.  He 
trusted  that  the  session  wouM  not  be 
allowed  to  pats  away,  withoat  some  further 
light  being  thrown  upon  die  subject  of  a 
free  trade  with  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Curwen  shortly  replied.  After 
#hidl,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

AKiiY  EsTiMATxs.]  The  House  ha« 
ving  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply. 

Lord  PaJhnerston  rose  to  move  the  re^ 
mainder  of  the  Army  Estimates.  He 
would  begin  with  the  vote  relative  to  the 
War  •office.  He  had  made,  since  last  year, 
a  reduction  to  the  amount  of  8,000/.  This 
saving  was  effected  by  the  removal  of  16 
persons.  He  had  reduced  one  salary  of 
1,200/.,  one  of  1,000/.,  two  of  800/.  two  of 
700/.,  two  of  450/.  Ode  of  500/.  another  of 
400/.,  and  several  ethers  of  smalfer  anlount. 
Comparing  the  pretont  estimate  with  that 
of  1814,  there  was  a  diminution  of  18,000/. 
There  was  still  several  person^  etnployed 
on  the  arrear  accounts,  and  wheneter 
those  accounts  were  brought  to  ft  dose,  a 
still  greater  reduction  would  take  place. 
A  new  scale  of  salaries  had  been  adopted, 
which,  whentirought  into  operation,  would 
ensure  a  saving  of  from  18,000/.  to  19,000/. 
The  scale  by  which  salaries  were  now 
regtilated  in  the  War«office,  was  oil  the 
same  footing  with  that  which  prevailed  in 
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the  dther  public  offices.  Indiridaals  dated 
their  period  o£  service,  as  entitKog  theili 
to  ati  increase  of  Adary,  from  the  time  at 
which  they  first  entered  the  office.  Bot| 
by  the  new  scale,  the  increase  of  oaknry 
would  depend  on  their  f  tandhiF  in  thepar^ 
ticular  class  to  which  they  immediately 
belooffed.  This  would  retard,  in  a  con^ 
siderfS)le  degree,  the  pHicNl  at  which  any 
individual  could  arrive  at  a  great  anMmit 
of  salary.  A  ccording  to  this  scale,  no  pe^« 
son  could  attain  a  salary  of  800/.  a  year 
unUl  he  bad  been  45  years  in  the  office. 
His  lordship  then  moved,  «*  that  43,185/. 
1 5s,  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  War-office. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  the  m^lelord  had  made 
the  savhig  amount  to  8,000/.;  hot  he  could 
not,  by  adding  the  items,  make  ft  nearly 
so  mudi ;  and  it  shoold  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  had  been  additional  pensions 
glinted  to  the  extent  of  5^040/. ;  so  that 
the  saving  was  more  apparent  Uian  reaU 
Taking  the  pensions  into  the  accoodt,  thfe 
expenoe  was  almost  as  great  now  as  it  had 
been  in  1814.  The  superannuation  sjs* 
tem  was  carried,  in  the  office  of  die  iecre^- 
tary  at  war,  t6  a  greater  extent  than  in 
any  office  under  government.  In  1798> 
the  whole  establishment  stood  the  country 
in  16,000/. ;  whereas  it  #a8  now  opwarda 
of  43,000/.  With  I'espect  to  the  arrear 
accounts,  he  was  quite  satofied  that  the 
establishment  of  clerks  which  was  kept  up 
to  inspect  them  was  of  no  utility  whStso* 
ever.  These  accounts  had  been  left  in  ft 
state  of  confusion,  until  all  who  could  give 
any  information  about  them  were  dead  and 
gone ;  and  yet  the  department  for  inspec* 
ting  sudi  accounts  had  cost  the  public 
from  ISO  to  140,000/.  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  years.  He  was  prepared  to 
show,  that  no  office  under  government  re* 
quired  a  different  arrangement  more  de- 
cidedly than  that  of  the  noble  lord,  whe 
was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  tliat  office. 
No  persoil,  could  interfere  with  the  noble 
lord  id  cheddng  oroontrdling  the  system^ 
There  was  one  smgvlarity  in  the  office  to 
which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee.  There  was  a  secretary  at  war 
with  2»480/.  a  year,  and  a  deputy  who  re« 
ceited  2^6001.  a  yean  Why  had  the  de- 
puty more  than  the  prindpiu  ?  The  first 
clerk  received  1,400/.  a  year,  although  in 
1796  his  salary  was  bot  79A  The  com- 
missrdners  of  ihiHtary  inqony,  when  they 
examiiied  the  state  of  the  wsr-ofBce,  de* 
liberatdy  gave  it  aa  their  otiinion)  that  the 
additidtirmade  to  the  salaries  of  the  pri». 
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cipd  cterki  were  granted  under  perticlilttr 
circaoMtanceiy  and  were,  io  general*  to  be 
considered  merely  temporary.  It  was  quite 
efident,  that  these  very  high  salaries  were 
intended  as  a  reward  for  great  exertions 
in  timeof  war,  and  they  ought,  therefore, 
to  cease  when  hostile  operations  were  no 
longer  carried  on.  He  would  now  advert 
to  some  circumstances  connected  with  the 
extraTagance  of  the  office.  Mr.  Brown 
bad  been  allowed  to  act  as  commissary  for 
a  short  time,  and  from  that  department  he 
bad  retired  with  276/L  a  year.  He  had 
l^Qtik  a  year  as  clerk.  But  all  that  was 
nolenougli;  800/.  a  year  were  added  as 
clerk  to  the  fund  for  chaphuns,  &o.  It 
was  extraordinary,  too,  that  each  of  those 
clerks  had  lL\5si  allowed  him  for  news* 
papers.  Mr.  Brown  was  thus  in  receipt  of 
1,926/.  a  year  altogether.  There  was  a 
Mr^  Edward  Marshall,  who  had  70(tf.  a 
year,  and  received  besides  150/.  for  prepa- 
ring estimates  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 
Now,  the  time  required  for  this  could  not 
be  more  than  two  or  three  days ;  and  he 
reaUv  thought  the  sum  considerably  too 
miich.  He  should  be  happy  to  do  it  him- 
self for  less,  and  should  think  himself  very 
well  paid.  A  Mr.  Wilkinson  bad  been 
eighteen  years  in  the  office,  and  received 
4^.  a  year.  For  assisting  in  making  up 
the  estimates  he  received  lOCM. :  for  regu^ 
latiog  the  arm^  list  100/. ;  and  for  prepa^ 
ring  the  militia  and  yeomanry  list  lOO/. 
He  had,  besides,  some  other  employment 
connected  wiih  die  army  list,  and  appear- 
ed altogether  in  six  diflferent  capacities. 
A  Mr.  Merry  had  been  11.  years  a  clerk, 
with  a  salary  of  250/.    He  was,  besides, 

?rivate  secretary  to  the  assistant  secretary. 
*he  whole  duty  of  the  department  might 
be  done  by  15  persons,  and  for  15,000/. 
Contingencies  were  stated  at  2,250/.  Last 
year  the  noble  lord  had  stated,  that  not 
one  senior  clerk  could  be  spared.  Yet, 
wha^  had  he  done  ?  He  had  turned  out 
^YQ  or  six  senior  clerks,4ind  if  half  a  dosen 
more  were  turned  oot,  the  business  coald 
be  done  as  well  as  now.  Mr.  Sullivan  had 
been  ten  years  in  the  office,  and  he  recei- 
ved IfiQOL  Nbw  had  he,  by  seniority  or 
otherwise,  acquired  such  a  salary  ?  But 
it  was  more.  A  person  having  1,200^  a 
▼ear  had  been  reduced,  and  Mr.  Sullivan 
had  his  salary  bceeased  to  1,200/.  a  year. 
This  was  ministerial  economy  1  He  wish- 
ed the  noble  lord  to  say  how  many  young 
men  had  been  lately  receivedintotheofficer 
Puring  the  last  two  years,  and  since  the 
RVeteiMied  eoononnr  hsud  commenced,  eight 
VOL.  VI. 


or  nine  young  men  had  been  introduced. 
The  changes  which  the  noble  lord  had 
made  did  not,  in  short,  promote  economy 
or  the  public  service.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  a  vote  of  43,000/.  when  the  whole 
duties  of  this  department  were  performed 
for  little  more  than  half  that  sum  in  1806. 

Lord  Paimenkm  said,  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment had  certainly  very  little  encou- 
ragement to  make  any  reductions,  con- 
sidering the  manner  in  which  they  were 
received  by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
He  admitted  that  he  had  said,  in  the  last 
session,  that  no  reduction  of  clerks  could 
be  made,  without  inconvenience  to  the  pub* 
lie  service ;  but,  if  he  had  since  deferred 
to  the  wishes  of  parliament,  it  was  a  little 
unfobr  to  charge  him  in  one  session  with 
making  no  reductions,  and  then  to  turn 
round  upon  him,  and  accuse  him  of  having 
made  Uiem  in  another  session.  With  re- 
^rd  to  the  introduction  of  young  clerks 
mto  the  office,  it  was  the  only  mode  by 
which  he  had  been  enabled  to  make  any 
reductions.  He  had  discharged  individ- 
uals with  high  salaries  of  700/.  and  1,0001. 
a  year,  and  to  meet  the  deficiency,  he  had 
engaged  clerks  at  salaries  of  90/.  and  100/. 
a  year.  His  office  had  undoubtedly  un- 
dergone an  entire  change  since  the  year 
1797.  In  1797,  the  number  of  clerks  was 
small,  but  many  of  them  had  high  salaries 
whereas,  at  present,  the  number  of  clerks 
was  modh  increased,  but  very  few  of  them 
had  latfe  salaries.  The  hon.  member  had 
comj^ned,  that  the  salary  of  the  deputy 
secretary  was  creator  than  that  of  thie 
secretary  himself.  This  salary,  however, 
would  be  fixed  in  future  at  2000/.  instead 
of  2,500/.  the  gentleman  who  now  held  this 
office  had  no  extra  allowances:  he  had 
formerly  been  chief  examiner  of  Army 
accounts,  at  a  salary  of  1,500/.  and  he  had 
the  privilege  of  supplying  the  garrison  of 
Gibraltar,  which  was  worth  900/.  a  year; 
so  that,  in  tact,  he  relinquished  appoint^ 
ments  to  the  amount  of  2,400/.,  anu  recei- 
ved only  2,500/.  He  neither  knew,  noir 
wished  to  know  where  the  hon.  gentleman 
got  his  information,  but  his  informsnt  w^ 
not  more  accurate  than  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself.  He  was  persuaded  that  in  no 
office  was  the  public  business  more  eS« 
cientljr  discharged  than  in  his  own,  and  ihat 
no  set  of  men  worked  harder  than  the 
clerks  connected  with  it.  He  would  state 
one  proof,  and  a  melancholy  proof  of  this 
foot;  namely,  that  since  the  vear  1810,  no 
fewer  than  26  clerks,  all  of  them  in  the 
prime  of  life»  had  died  of  pulmonary  and 
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•iher  complainti,  arbkig  fhrni  sedentary 
habits.      with   respect    to   the    charge 
for  newspapers,  the  indulgence  was  by  no 
means  extended  to  all  the  clerks,  but  only 
to  the  higher  clerks  in  the  office.    The 
whole  charge  was  trifling,  and  quite  un- 
worthy of  notice.    The  bon.  member  had 
-accused  him  of  being  the  creator  of  a  sys- 
tem of  pluralities.    Now  this  was  so  far 
from  being  the  case,  that  he  had  issued 
•orders  that  no  person  connected  with  the 
.office  should  engage  in  any  other  employ- 
ment  without  his  leave,  and  that  leave  oe 
hid ,  never  in  a  smgle  instance  granted. 
The  hon.  member  had  talked  of  the  ease 
.with  which  he  himself  could  make  out  the 
estimates^    Now  he  (lord  P.)  must  say, 
that  he  would  rather  not  trust  him  with 
that  office  [a  laugh}.    After  the  accuracy 
which  the  Eon.  member  had  displayed  in 
the  exercise  of  his  arithmetical  functions 
in  that  House,  he  did  not  think  it  safe  to 
trust  the  estimates  in  his  hands.     The 
difference  of  a  few  millions  more  or  less, 
•though  of  no  consequence  to  the  hon. 
.member,  would  not  be  so  eonvenient  when 
.the  House  came  to  discover  them  in  the 
.Army  Estimates.    The  labour  of  makine 
out  tne  estimates,  so  far  from  being  a  work 
of  two  or  three  days,  occupied  several 
months,  and  if  any  fault  could  be  imputed 
.to  his  majesty's  ffovemment,  it  was,  that 
the  persons  employed  in  this  labour  were 
inadequately  paid.    The  hon.  member  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Wilkinson 
received  any. allowance  for  making  out  the 
Army  list*    He  was  allowed  to  edite  the 
list>.  taking  upon  himself  the  chance  of 
profit  or  loss,  and  be  received  no  remuiie- 
lation  whatever  from  the  public.     The 
lion,  member  did  not  appear  to  understand 
the  difference  betwecD  the  annual  and  the 
monthly  Army  list.    The  monthly  Army 
list  cost  very  little ;  but  an  allowance  was 
granted  for  combining  and  editing  the  an- 
nual Army  list,  which  could  not  be  pub- 
lished by  any  bookseller,  except  at  a  loss. 
The  sum  allowed  to  his  private  secretary 
;was  for  taking  the  charge  of  all  the  corres- 
pondence connected  with  the  compassion- 
ate list.    The  other  person  to  whom  the 
hon*  member  had  alluded,  received  a  salary 
of  lOOl.  for  assisting  the  deputy  secretary 
at  War.    It  was  amte  impossible  that  the 
manipulation  of  all  the  papers  of  the  office 
could  be  conducted  with  the  assistance  of 
«  great  number  of  inferior  clerks.     He 
ahoiild  like  to  know  how  many  assistants 
the  hon.  gentleman  himself  had  to  arrange 
his  own  papers.    The  hon.  member  wished 
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to  know  after  what  lenjj^  of  servtee  Mr. 
Sullivan  had  been  appomted  to  a  salary  of 
1,00(V.  Mr.  Sullivan  had  been  appointed 
at  once  to  that  salary  on  hb  (lord  P.'s) 
recommendation;  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  no  man  who  inquired  into  tne  manner 
in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office,  would  doubt  t^  propriety  of  Ums 
recommendation.    The  salary  of  UiOf  offit^ 
had  been  increased  from  IfiOOL  to  l,90Of. 
a  year,  because  he  felt,  that,  in  fixing  the 
salaries  of  the  office  on  a  permanent  foot- 
ing, this  was  only  a  fair  allowance^;  but 
he  begged  to- observe  that  the  increase  was 
only  annexed  to  the  office,  and  that  it  was 
not  extended  to  Mr.  Sullivan.    The  neble 
lord  then  went  into  a  comparison  <^«the 
present  expense  of  the*  department,  with 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  upon  it 
In  former  years.    In  1806,  the  vole  had 
been  56,000/.-,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  105 ;  in  the  present  year  106 
persons  were  employed,  and  the  vote  was 
44,000/.  only.    It  was  evident,  therefore, 
that  between  1806  and  1823,  a  considera- 
ble reduction  in  salaries  mtist  have  taken 
place.    The  period  of  1793  had  been  ad- 
verted to;   but  let  the  amount  of  duty 
done  in  that  year  be  looked  at.    In  1792, 
the  number  of  papers  sent  out  of  the 
office  was  7,200,  and  22  persons  were  em- 
ployed.   In  the  la»t  year  the  number  of 
papers  sent  out  had  been  98,792  and  the 
number  ofpersons  employed  182;  so  that 
if  the  persons  employed  had  hicreased  in 
number  five  or  six-fold,  the  quantity  of 
business  done  had  increased  m  a  much 
larger  degree.    With  respect  to  the  ma- 
nagenaen t  of  the  public  accounts,  he  regret- 
ted that  thehrarrear  had  increased  so  much. 
It  had  been  occasioned,  he  really  b^eved, 
by  a  wasteful  economy,  by  iojudiciottsly 
diminishing  the  strong  of  the  office.  The 
accounts  were  examined  as  careiblly  as 
possible,  as  they  were  taken  in  hand.    The 
balance  was  due  in  some  cases  to  the  ac- 
countants, and  in  others  to  the  pttblic ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  the  balance  was  in  fti- 
vour  of  the  public    Difficulties  often  oc- 
curred, from  a  want  of  vouchers  which 
had  been  lost  or  mislaid,  and  from  the  ab- 
sence of  other  explanatory  circnasstanees  ; 
but  while,  on  the  one  hand,  government 
were  determined  to  caH  on  puUicaocoont* 
anu  to  settle,  thojr,  on  tne  other,  gave 
a  liberal  interpretation  to  everv  ftdr  doubt 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  delay  in  the 
examination. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  the  noble  lord  waa 
blamed  by  his  hoooundrie  ftiead,  not  fsr 
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the  ra^udimi  itself*  but  for  histenderneti 
ia  making  it*  He  had  been  driven  into 
•cooomjr,  although  be  bad  contended 
Maiost  its  possibility,  and  it  was  to  be 
^served,  that  most  of  the  reduced  clerks 
received  large  superannuation  salaries* 
The  criterion  by  which  the  House  ought 
to  judge  was,  not  what  had  been  donet 
but  what  could  be  done  in  the  way  of.  re- 
duction. 

.  The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
rasolution,  ''That  26^3/.  be  granted 
ibr  the  qharge  of  the  office  of  the  pay* 
master-general/' 

Colonel  Damn  suggested,  that  the 
whole  of  this  department  might  be  dis- 
pensed with.  He  believed  the  paymaster- 
generalship  of  the  army  to  be  an  entirely 
useless  office.  It  was  merely  a  ministerial 
officet  and  Uie  only  duty  done  was  the 
pass^e  of  money  through  it.  The  ex- 
panse of ;  the  office  had  greatly  and  need- 
lessly increased.  }n  1797»  the  entire 
charge  of  th^  office  was  11,S40&  In  the 
pi;esent  yem**  tbe.salaries  afler  deducting 
superannuation  allowance^  ai)d  continffent 
eipenses,  amounted  to  19,000/.  The 
fieict  w^s  too  atrong  to  require  enforcing 
by  argument,  and  he  was  bound  to  press 
it  upon  the  cpmmittee. 

Sir  C  L(mg  said,  that  of  all  the  com- 
mittees of  finance  which  had  considered 
this  subject,  there  was  not  one  which  had 
thought  tlie  office  of  paymaster-general 
useless.  This  office,  it  seemed,  had  es- 
caped the  diligent  and  accurate  research 
of  Mr.  Burke,  and  of  brd  Colchester,  and 
k  was  reserved  for  the  sagacity  of  the  hon. 
colonel  to  discover  that  it  was  altogether 
useless.  The  hon.  colonel  said  the  office 
was  a  ministerial  one;  now,  he  roust 
think  that  the  hon.  member  knew  very 
little,  if  any  thing,  of  the  nature  of  the 
office,  to.inake  such  an  assertion.  The 
business  of  this  department  could  not  be 
performed  without  the  assistance  of  the 
paymaster-general,  who  had  to  examine 
and  pass  a  ^reat  variety  of  accounts. 
Was  that  ministerial  dutv  ?  Was  the  pay- 
ment of  the  half-pay  nothing  ?  But  it  was 
said,  that  this  was  a  duty  which  might 
be  performed  by  the  Bank.  Now,  he, 
from  experience,  might  state,  that  the 
Bank  could  not  discharge  the  duty.  He 
had  to  look  at  various  accounts  of  officers, 
to  see  whether  their  affidavits  were  re* 
gular,  whether  the  proper  forms  were 
gone  through,  and,  where  such  forms 
were  accidentally  omitted,  to  decide  whe- 
ther tlie  omisaion  vas  of  such  a  nature  as 


should  retard  the  payment  of  the  particu- 
lar individual.  Of  all  these  matters  the 
Bank  could  know  nothing.  Besides,  the* 
paymaster-general  acted  as  treasurer  of 
Chelsea  Hospital.  Was  that  also  a  minis- 
terial duty  I  Again,  the  paymaster  had  to 
attend  to  the  argument  of  prize-money,* 
to  examine  the  claims  made,  and  to  see 
how  far  the. partv  claiming  was  entitled. 
Was  that  also  a  duty  which  could  be  dis« 
charged  b v  the  Bank  i  If  tlie  hon.  mem- 
ber thought  it  a  useless  office,  he  should 
have  brought  in  a  bill  to  abolish  it  altoge- 
ther, and  to  repeal  all  the  acts  which 
regulated  Its  duties.  If  the  hon.  member 
should  have  courage  enough  to  embark 
in  such  an  undertsking,  he  would  find 
himself  shipwrecked  before  he  got  a  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  shore.  As  to  the 
office,  he  could  assure  the  committee,  that 
he  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
reduce  its  expenses,  and  a  considerable 
reduction  had  taken  place  as  comp^tved 
with  former  years.  In  1814,  it  was 
85,00«.;  in  1815,  57,000/;  in  1816, 
4S,000;.;  in  1817,  84,000^;  in  1818, 
29,000/.;  in  1819,  30,500/.;  in  1820, 
29,460/. ;  in  1821,  28,860/.;  and  in  1822, 
26,903/.  Now  let  the  committee  con- 
sider what  was  the  increase  of  duties  in 
the  office  since  1792.  At  that  time  the 
whole  of  the  hslf-pay  amounted  to 
231,000/.,  which  was  paid  lo  4,707  indi^ 
viduals.  In  the  present  year,  the  whole 
amount,  including  allowances  to  wounded 
officers,  was  1,503,000/.,  which  was  to  be 
paid  to  nearly  20,000  persons.  This,  he 
thought,  might  account  for  the  gieat  in- 
crease of  business  in  the  office,  and  no 
one,  after  looking  at  this  increase,  would^ 
say  that  the  office  was  mmisterial.  He 
would  defy  the  hon.  member  to  dischaige 
the  duties  of  the  half-pay  alone,  wiiii. 
fewer  ^erks  than  those  now  employed. 
Aik  to  the  charge  of  reduction,  he  wpuldi 
plead  guilty  to  one  thing — ^he  had  not 
reduced  the  salaries  of  the  lower  clerks,- 
but  he  had  diminished  those  of  the 
higher,  and  he  was  certain  that  even  this 
would  not  please  the  ^ntlemen  opposite, 
who,  for  some  leason  or  other,  approved 
of  nothing  which  was  done  by  gentlemen  < 
in  office. 

Mr.  Hume  declared  himself  unable  to 
see  where  the  great  reductions  had  been 
made.  It  was  true  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion of  charge  of  1,908/.  But  there  were 
offices  with  salaries  from  1,800/^  to  800/. 
a  year;  and  therefore  as  the  higher  clerks 
were  only  reducedi  such  a  saving  was  in- 
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oonsidenible.  The  Pfty-office  as  it  was 
oalledy  paid  no  moDov*  A  person  mighs 
cany  In  his  pocket  all  the  money  oaid  by 
that  department.  They  met  the  aemand 
upon  them  with  a  check.  The  right  hon. 
member  found  fault  with  the  term  minis- 
terialy  used  by  his  gallant  friend;  but  In 
the  reports  of  the  finance  committees  thfe 
office  was  styled  a  ministerial  office,  with 
no  control  over  the  public  expenditure. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  thst  It  was  much 
better  ordered  since  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman presided  over  its  administration. 
With  respect  to  the  trouble  arising  from 
die  half-pav  affidavits^  was  there  not  a 
form  of  amdavit  always  given  to  persons 
applying  ?  When  payments  Were  to  be 
nade»  the  office,  Instead  of  being  only 
open  from  eleven  to  two,  ought  to  t)^  open 
ftom  nine  to  four,  In  winter,  and  longer  in 
summer.  The  various  operations  through 
which  an  applicant  ibr  payment  had  to 
pass,  certainly  tendered  it  necessary  to 
nave  a  number  of  clerks.  But  where  ex« 
Isted  the  necessity  for  that  tedidus  pro- 
cesB  of  passing  from  one  room  to  another, 
and  havmg  something  to  do  with  at  least 
six  different  clerks.  One  active  person 
at  the  Bank,  conversant  with  powers  of 
attorney,  would  discharge  the  whole  bu- 
siness. With  respect  to  the  prize  money 
ami  pensions  at  Chelsea  Hospital,  that 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ray  office. 
The  right  Son.  gentleman  was^  he  was 
aware,  very  diligent  in  his  attendance,  but 
he  sat  there  not  as  the  paymaster-general, 
but  as  the  member  of  a  board.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  simplifying  of  the 
public  accounts  was  to  extend  to  any 
other  office  but  the  Treasunr. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
resolution  «  That  4',580/.  be  granted  to 
defray  the  charge  of  th^  allowance  to  the 
Judge  Advocate  General,  his  deputy, 
clerks,  Ac.*' 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  was  sorry  to  find 
there  was  no  intention  to  bring  back  the 
salary  of  the.judge  advocate-general  to 
any  thing  like  what  it  was  formerly.  When 
it  was  remembered  that  sir  C.  Morgan 
beld  that  situation  for  so  great  a  length 
of  time,  at  a  salary  of  1,3(X)^  it  was  evi- 
dent that  2,500/.  in  time  of  peace  must 
be  extravagant.  He  thought,  that  a  sa- 
lary of  1,500/.  would  be  quite  sufficient; 
and  would  therefore  move,  that  instead  of 
4,580/.  the  vote  should  be  for  3,580/. 

The  SolicUor  General  observed,  that 
the  office  9f  judge  advocate  general  was  a 
patent  place,  and  bad  been  on  its^present 
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footing  ever  since  the  Revolutkyn.  The 
duties  had  considerably  increased  ^tie 
that  period,  and  though  in  the  time  of  sir 
C.  Morgan  no  addition  had  been  miuleto 
the  salary,  it  was  not  because  there  war 
no  reason  for  doing  so,  but  because  the 
large  fortune  of  the  individttal  rendered 
any  addition  a  matter  of  no  importance  to 
him.  But,  to  consider  the  question  on  its 
fair  merits,  the  office  was  of  the  -utmost 
consequence  to  the  army.  The  lives,  for- 
tune, and  character  ot  military  officers 
were,  in  a  measure  dependant  upon  the 
manner  in  which  its  duties  were  fulfilled.' 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  smd,  that  those 
duties  were  diminished  since  the  peace ; 
but  the  fact  was,  that  the  number  of  re- 
ports made  to  the  advocate  general  had 
mci^eased  ha  a  three-fold  degree  since  the 
year  1811.  In  the  course  <k  the  last  year 
no  less  than  400  general  courts-martial 
had  taken  place.  The  judge  advocate 
general  had  to  read  all  the  proceedings, 
and  to  decide  whether  the  evidence  was' 
legal,  and  according  to  the  practice  of 
courts  of  law.  He  had  also  to  advise  the 
commander-in*ch!ef,  and  the  secretary  at 
war  upon  important  occasions,  and  to 
afibrd  nis  advice  to  officers  stationed  in 
the  different  colonies,  upon  various  topicr 
connected  with  the  administration  of  mi- 
litary jurisprudence.  If  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  faithfully,  not  i^ 
single  day  could  pass  over  him,  many 
hours  of  which  must  not  have  been  em- 
ployed. No  person  could  say,  that  the 
salary  fixed  by  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Grenville  and  Mr.  Fox  was  too  much.  It 
was  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  dutiesr 
of  the  judge  advocate  for  Ireland  weref 
now  annexed  to  this  office,  and  that  nd 
increase  of  salary  attended  this  additional 
labour.  The  office  of  judge  advocate 
for  Scotland  had  been  also  abolish^,' 
and  its  duties  were  transferred  to  the 
judge  advocate-general.  AH  this  had 
occurred  since  1807,  when*  the  present 
rate  of  salary  was  fixed. 

Mr.  /iiiiRtf  contended,  that  this  was  noi 
a  patent  place,  but  an  office  from  which' 
the  person  holding  it  might  be  -removed 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crowb.  The] 
learned  sentleman  had  said,  that  tb^  i^iles 
observed  in  courts  of  law  were  also  ob- 
served at  courts  martial.  He  could  as 
soon  be  persuaded  that  black  was  whit6, 
as  that  the  duties  of  this  office  were  ed 
great  in  time  of  peace,  as  tbe^  bad  been 
m  a  period  of  war. 

The  Speaker  said,  thai  at  he  IM  hatf 
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fbe  honour.  iJt  lioliBn^  the  situatioii  of 
judge  adfocate  daring  a  period  of  more 
than  seveh  years,  he  might,  perhaps,  be 
permttled  to  ir^ass  for  a  few  momentir 
upon  the  attention  of  the  committee.  He 
#as  not  one  who  estimated  the  importance 
of  an  office  by  the  salary  attached  to 
h;  and,  therefore,  had  the  question  been 
confined  simply  to  a  reduction  of  salary, 
he  should  have  remained  silent.  It  was 
Qtterly  impossible  to  measure  the  difficul- 
ties of  an  office  by  the  salary  annexed  to 
it— to  take  the  dimensions  ot  its  responsi- 
bility by  the  1,500^  or  2,00tf.  a  year 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  person  who 
held  an  office.  But  he  was  anxious  that, 
to  whatever  decision  the  cosunittee  came, 
they  sliould  be  guided  by  no  counterfeit 
representations.  Much  had  been  said  of 
the  consequent  diminution  of  duty  by  the 
dbange  from  war  to  peace.  He  could 
assure  the  committee,  that  the  difficul- 
ties of  that  office  depended  in  a  y^ery 
slight  degree  upon  the  number  of  courts 
martial.  The  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
had*,  he  thought,  mistaken  the  spirit  of 
the  reipark  of  the  learned  gentleman, 
when  he  said  that  this  was  a  patent 
office.  The  object  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman was,  not  to  shew,  that  it  was 
therefore  beyond  the  control  of  parlia- 
ment, but  simply  to  prove  that  it  was  an 
office  of  ffreat  difficultjr,  of  extensive  prac- 
tice, and  that  the  duties  attendant  upon 
h  indoced  his  majesty  cautiously  to  con- 
sider the  talents  and  the  character  of  the 
individual  to  whom  it  was  entrusted.  It 
was  not  an  ordinary  office;  it  was  one 
which  gave  to  its  possessor  die  privilege 
of  demandinff  a  private  audience  of  his 
majesty,  on  all  those  delicate  proceedings 
which  so  frequently  ofcqurred  before 
courts  martial,  and  the  publication  of 
which  might  be  attended  with  serious 
consequences.  While  he  had  the  ho- 
tour  of  filling  that  situation  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  make  all  proceedings  before 
courts-martial  resemble  each  other  in 
form,  and  to  model  all  their  Investiga- 
tions upon  the  strict  rules  of  evidence. 
It  was  perfectly  true,  that  these  courto  so 
Udmiraoly  constituted  for  the  particular 
end  which  they  had  In  view,  could  not 
regulate  their  proceedings  by  the  rules 
and  practice  of  the  superior  courts;  but 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  judge  advocate  to 
revise  and  reinvestigate  these  proceedings 
and  to  reduce  them  all  to  the  strict  rules 
of  law*;  and  whenever  such  a  case  c^me 
bdorc  bioii  be  had  invariably  advised  tlte 
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Crown- to  decide  according  to  the  rule  of 
law.  '  With  the  assistance  of  a  very  va- 
fuable  coadjutor  he  silled  the  evidence, 
and  ascertained  whether  it  was  legal  or  il- 
legal, and  upon  that  decision  he  invariably 
advised  the  Crown  in  die  course  to  be 
pursued  towards  the  accused.  With  res- 
pect to  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  could 
say  further,  that  during  the  first  tw6 
years  which  he  had  filled  this  situatibn, 
ne  had  not  been  absent  from  his  office 
for  the  space  of  five  weeks  altogether, 
and  at  no  one  period  for  a  single  fort- 
night. There  aid  not  pass  a  sin^e  day 
during  which  he  had  not  held  conferences 
strictly  confidential  with  the  commander- 
in-chief,  and  with  the  secretary  at  war. 
It  was  superfluous  to  add,  that  the  station 
was  one  of  difficulty,  delicacy,  and  conti- 
nual occupation,  and  that  it  demanded  great 
integrity  because  its  possessor  must  secure 
theconndenceof  the  army.  Ifdiecommittee 
deetned  1,500/.  a  ^ear  a  fair  remuneration 
for  the  conscientious  discharge  of  those 
duties,  they  would  vote  for  tne  amend- 
ment But  he  once  more  protested  against 
the  formation  of  such  a  decision,  upon 
the  mere  assertion  that  the  duties  of  tnat 
office  nearly  ceased  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  war. 

The   committee    divided:     for    the 
Amendment,  16.    Againit  it,  124<. 

LiM  of  the  Mmmitf. 


Barrett,  S.  M. 
Creevey,  T. 
Chamliierlayne,  W. 


H  oock,  J.  ^^ 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Palmer,  col. 


Crespigny,  sir  W.  De    Robarts,'  A 
EUice,  E.  ~  . 


RobaHs,eol. 
RicAfbid,W. 
Whitbra8d,$. 

TILLBE. 

Bonnet,  boo.  H.  O. 


FergoMoa,  sir  R. 
Hume,  Joseph 
Hobhouse,  /.C« 
Jamep,  W. 
Loshiogton,  Dr. 

On  the  resolution,  *^  That  lS,66iL  If. 
Jd.  be  granted  foi>  the  charge  of  the  ftoyal 
Military  CoDege,'* 

Mr.  Hume  askdd,  what  was  the  reason 
for  keeping  up  so  large  a  staff  at  that 
Establishment  f  There  were  a  |fovemor^ 
a  lieutenant-governor,  a  major,  four  cap- 
tains, and  so  on ;  in  short,  the  whole  stw 
cost  the  country  6,000^  a-year,  and 
merely  fer  supermtending  the  education 
of  a  few  young  men.  Though  there  were 
now  290  cadets  at  the  college,  the  whole 
number  admitted  into  the  army  between 
1816  and  1820  was  160.  These  youn^ 
inen  had  cost  the  country  115,280^,  being 
at  the  rate   of  7fi(V.  for  each*  eaddu 
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Daring  the  last  Tear,  out  of  the  290, 
there  w<$re  44t  cadets  who  .had  got  com- 
missions ;  but  the  remaining  246  were  still 
unprovided  for.  Now«  he  would  ask, 
what  reason  there  was  for  educating  more 
than  they  could  provide  with  commis- 
sions? iy  the  routine  of  the  college, 
one  fourth  of  the  number  of  cadets  left 
it  every^  year;  so  that  of  the  70  thus 
leaving  it>  as  only  44  were  provided  for, 
the  expense  of  educating  the  remaining 
S6  was  thrown  away.  Whj^»  then,  was 
not  the  number  of  admissions  to  the 
college  limited  to  the  number  of  commis- 
sions which  could  be  given?  He  ob- 
served a  nice  little  item  of  2s.  6d*  per 
day  for  the  290  gentlemen  cadets.  Why 
was  this  sum  granted  ?  He  supposed  for 
DO  other  reason  than  to  put  them  under 
military  law.  The  hon.  member  pointed 
Out  the  impropriety  of  having  29  different 
professors  to  superintend  the  education 
of  these  290  young  gentlemen.  The 
salaries  of  the  governor  and  deputy-go- 
vernor might  be  redMced  without  any  de- 
triment to  the  establishment.  He  should 
move  for  the  reduction  of  this  vote  by 
5,000/^  which  would  leave  it  8,6612.  1«. 
7d.  He  would  not  point  out  the  parti- 
culars on  which  this  reduction  ought  to 
be  .made,  but  would  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  noble  lord's  discretion. 

Lord  Falmersion  said,  the  hon.  member 
had  acted  .most  fairly  in  his  opposition  to 
this  grant,  for  his  argument  did.  not  so 
much  tend  to  say  that  the  establishment 
was  too  great  a  charge  upon  the  public 
AS  to  break  it  down  by.  degrees  altogether. 
The  question,  therefore,  was,  whether,  as 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  .up  a  standing 
army,  there  should  or  should  not,  exist  a 
plao)  in  which  the  officers  of  it  could  be 
properly  qualified.  He  would  not  ar^ue 
the  necessity  of  professional  instruction 
for  military  men»  because  it  was  evident, 
that  unless,  the  army  was  officered  by 
^ntlemen  who  knew  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  the  art  which  they  professed,  the 
bravery  of  our  soldiers  would  be  quite  in- 
effisctual.  If,  then,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  a  Oollepe  at  all,  the  staff  now  em- 
ployed on  It  was  not  too  large.  The 
students,  firom  their  particular  age,  bemg 
scarcely  men,  and  no  longer  boys,  were 
peculiarly  difficult  to  manage,  and  would 
pecome.  quite  unmanageable,  unless  there 
were  some  military  men  of  rank^and  ex- 
perience, to  control  them.  The  noble 
ford  then  contended  that  the  admissions 
to  the  college  were  not  more  numerous 
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than  they  ought  to  be ;  and  defended  the 
college,  by  a  reference  to  a  similar  insti- 
tution in  the  United  States ;  that  land  of 
freedom,  which,  young  as  it  was,  could 
not  exist  without  a  standing  army.  What 
proportion  did  the  committee  think  the 
number  of  the  cadets  in  America  bore  to 
the  standing  arm  v  of  that  country  >  Aa 
272,  to  5,000;  while  in  England  it  was 
290  to  60,000. 

AAer  a  short  conversation,  the  com- 
mittee divided :  For  the  Amendment,  26. 
Against  it,  75.  The  original  resolution 
was  then  agreed  to. 


Lia  of  the 
Bankes^H. 
Barrett,  S.B.M. 
Bemal,R 
Beiine^  hon.  H.  G. 
Benett,  J. 
Birchy  J. 
Blake,  sir  F. 
Bright,  H. 
Bruce^R. 

Crespigny,  sir  W,  De 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Hume,  J. 
James,  W. 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 


Minority. 

Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lnshington,  Dr. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Normanby,  vis. 
Palmer,  F. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Robarts,  A* 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Webbe,  E. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilson,  8irH.W. 

TELLSK. 

Monck,  J.  B. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Thurtday,  Marth  21. 

Navy  Estimates.]  The  report  o' 
the  committee  of  supply,  to  which  the 
Navy  Estimates  were  referred,  was 
broueht  up.  The  resolutions  which  pro- 
vided for  the  Dock  yards  being  read, 

Mr.  Hume  observed,  that  he  could  not 
suffer  this  particular  vote  to  pass,  without 
exposing  to  the  House  how  the  country, 
was  situated  in  this  respect.  He  could 
not  see  why  commissioners  should  be 
maintained  at  Pljrmouth,  Portsmouth,, 
Sheemess,  Chatham,  Wool  wich,  and 
Deptford,  at  salaries  of  IfiXML  a  year ;  or 
wh^  clerks  should  be  permitted  to  retain 
their  war  salaries,  now  that  they  were 
subject  to  no  income  tax,  and  that  the 
class  of  labouring  artisans  was  %q  seriously 
reduced.  He  must  protest  against  the 
continuance  of  a  system  under  which 
the  total  expense  of  providing  for  the 
above-mentioned  dock-yards  was  177,319/. 
1S«.  9d.  more  than  it  was  in  the  year 
1818,  and  was  only  485^.  65.  S<i.  less  now 
than  it  was  in  1818.  It  had  never  been 
his  intention  to  reduce  the  power  of  our 
navy.  What  he  aimed  at  was,  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  dead  and  unnecessary  expendi* 
ture  which  oppressed  the  country. 
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The  resolutions  were  agreed  to.  On 
the  resolution  respecting  hSf-pay  to  naval 
officers, 

Mr.  Htitne  said,  he  conceived  there 
was  no  adequate  reason  for  keeping  up 
a  full  admiral  in  any  of  our  sea-ports,  and 
understood  that  the  expense  was  two- 
thirds  greater  than  that  attending  a  rear- 
admiral,  who  would  be  quite  sufficient  for 
all  useful  purposes.  It  appeared  to  him  a 
very  bad  arrangement  by  which  a  flag 
was  kept  flying  at  Leith,  whilst  we  had 
not  one  in  the  whole  empire  of  India. 
The  sum  of  80,000/.  for  coast  blockade 
was,  he  understood,  merged  in  the  navy 
estimates,  but  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to 
be  kept  totalhr  distinct,  as  beins  a  charge 
directly  incidental  to  the  coHection  of 
the  revenue.  He  would  suggest,  that  the 
estimates  should  be  differently  framed  in 
future,  and  that  the  corps  of  marines  should 
likewise  be  placed  on  a  better  footing, 
and  appear  under  a  separate  head.  The 
seven  appointments  of  general  officers  of 
marines  might  be  fairly  termed  sinecures, 
and  he  thought  it  one  instance  of  the  un- 
fair system  adopted  towards  that  corps, 
that  they  should  be  enjoyed  by  indivi- 
duals who  belonffed  to  another  profes- 
sion, and  were  dways  engaged  in  a  dif- 
ferent branch  of  sei^ice.  He  must  com- 
plain, that  the  marines  were  the  most 
ne^ected  corps  in  the  service.  The 
oflocers  shared  in  little  or  none  of  that 
promotion  which  had  been  so  lavishly 
diffused  throughout  the  army  and  navy. 
Whether  this  was  to  be  ascribed  to 
their  having  in  general  no  parliamentary 
interest,  or  to  some  other  cause,  be  did 
not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  the  fact 
was  ineontestible.  Since  the  year  1814, 
the  followinfi^  were  all  the  promotions 
which  had  taken  place  amongst  them :— » 
Mine  second  lieutenants  had  been  made 
flrst ;  nine  first  lieutenants  had  been  made 
captains ;  eight  captains  had  been  made 
majors;  seven  majors  were  appointed 
lieutehant-colenels,  and  four  lieutenant- 
colonels  were  promoted  to  be  colonels. 
Let  the  House  contrast  this  statement 
with  the  following  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  officers  promoted  in  the  Navy, 
from  1816  to  1821,  both  years  inclusive; 
and  the  amount  of  half-pay  paid  to  those 
officers,  up  to  December,  1822. 

^^^"»         hSS^^       AmoiiBtofHalAfmto 
V^<^'       ^^^  DecenberriS?. 

Inl816..142  £.16,169  for 6| years £.105,101 

1817..    72        9,818  --5^   —  54,001 

'    1810..  103      12,473—41   —         56,13« 


In  1819 .:  167  ^.49,986  for  3i  years  £.174,954 
1820..  77  8,413—2}  —  21,083 
1821 . .  236      46,537  —  li  —         69,806 


Total ...  797 
in  1  year, 


} 


r  making, 
143,399-|  since  the 
(,    Peace 


} 


481,029 


Here  was  an  expense  of  near  half  a 
million  incurred  to  the  country.  Even  at 
the  coronation,  the  royal  bounty  was  not 
permitted  to  flow  in  the  same  munificent 
course  towarda  the  marines  as  in  other 
directions.  Justice  required  that  men. 
who  had  so  eminently  distmguishea 
themselves,  shbuld  receive  more  libend 
treatment.  The  children  of  a  marine 
officer,  when  receiring  the  benefit  of  the 
compassionate  list,  were  allowed  but  10/. 
each,  whilst  those  of  another  officer  re- 
ceived SO/.  Where,  then,  was  the  stimu- 
lus, or  how  could  men  so  situated  be  ex- 
pected to  make  great  exertions  ?  After 
the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  in  which  their 
gallantry  was  so  conspicuous,  and  when  a 
most  extensive  promotion  followed,  but 
one  individual  of  the  marines  was  selected 
for  that  honour ;  and  only  two,  after  the 
battle  of  Algiers! 

Sir  G.  Cockbum  said,  it  was  not  in* 
tended  to  retain  port-admirals  as  a  fixed 
system;  but  since  some  of  the  present 
had  been  so  employed  for  SO  years,  and 
during  a  war  of  unparalleled  magnitude, 
he  was  sure  the  House  would  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  services  of  our  con^anders 
ought  not  to  be  hastily  forgotten.  It 
was  at  Plymouth  onlv  that  a  flag  was  fly- 
ing at  the  main ;  and  he  could  assure  tne 
House  that  there  were  at  that  port,  and 
at  Portsmouth,  nearly  200  vessels  to  look 
after.  The  office  of  port-admiral  was,  in- 
deed, very  far  from  being  a  sinecure. 
When  he  (sir  G.  C.)  last  came  home,  he 
was  a  colonel  of  marines ;  but  the  king 
had  been  since  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
fer upon  him  the  rank  of  a  mi^or-general 
in  that  service,  an  honour  which  he  valued 
more  than  it  was  in  his  power  to  express. 
He  beg^d  leave  to  say  that  he  knew 
the  marme  service  well:  he  had  had 
the  pleasure  of  aicdng  and  fighting  with 
them  during  20  years  of  war.  On  very 
many  occasions  they  had  behaved,  not 
only  with  the  courage,  but  with  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  oldest  resular  troops;  and 
their  conduct  had  callea  down  the  admi- 
ration and  thanks  of  those  military  mea 
who  had  witnessed  it.  He  conjured  the 
House  to  reflect  upon  the  danger  whick 
they  might  create  by  manifesting  any  in- 
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Ttdioqa  diftioctioo  belireen  the  two  fer« 
▼icet. 
The  sefenil  rwolutioos  vera  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday 9  March  22. 

V^JlTlOTff  VROM  N^CASTIfX,  OK  f  B- 

HALv  OF  Mk«  Hunt,  and  imputing 

NOTOaiOUS  CORRUPTION  TO  THE  HOUSE.J 

etitioQ  firoiQ 

ed  by  4,820 

ation  of  Mr. 

n  in  sayiDgi 

16  cpnuaera- 

the  conduct 

hadooco^- 

been  treated 

r.    Tbe  ten? 

DQ  him  waf 

^t  be  in  tb^ 

tba^  the  le* 

Tentjr  d^  that  tenteDc^  sBouldbe  aggra- 

vateq   by    the    hardshipa   and    torturea 

which  hadi  ^^^  inflicted  on  Mr.  Hunt 

by  the  gaoler,  under  the  sanction  of  the 

vititing  magistrates;  or,  at  least,  without 

any  remedy  being  applied  to  the  evil  on 

theic  part.    The  petitioners  urged  Mr. 

Hvu;^  1^  a  fit  object  for  tbe  ei^eroiiije  of 

^hV  royal  cleqaency.    They  a^o  repre- 

sen^ted  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the 

repreiBentatipn ;  and  expressed  their  strong 

disapprobation    of   the   proceedjngi^  at 

Man^ester. 

^\t  lif.  Ptr.  RuUey  ^d,  thjif  the  petition 
was  nojt  a|pej^d  to  at  ai^y  public  meetings 
an4  theretore,  cou\d  nqtt  be  considered  as 
representing  ^e  fair  opiqipns  pf  the  inha* 
bitanU,  of  the  district  nrom  which  it  pro- 
fessed to  come.  Neither  the  original  pe- 
tition, nor  a  copy,  had  been  sent  to  hmi, 
although  it  was  given  to  other  members. 
Th^  petition  could  onhr  be  taken  to  ror 
present  the  opinions  of  those  persons  by 
w|iom  it  was  signed.  He,  netertheless, 
thought,  that  the  circumstances  which 
had  attended  the  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
HnnI  deserved  the  serious  consideration 
o^  th^  Hous^.        , 

0n  the  mption,  that  the  petition  do  lie 
on  ihe  table, 

Mr.  Fremqntie  said,  it  was  {impossible 
tha;t  the  House,  in  common  justice  to  its 
own  charai^t^r  and  dignity,  should  con- 
sent that  the  imputations  conveyed  in  the 
petition,  should  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
the  table.  ,  Was  such  an  expression  as 
« the  notorious  and  avowed  corruptionp 
which  hare  crept  into  your  House,*'  to 


Petitionjrom  NeiucatOe^  £I8g|^ 

b^  tolerated  ?  Nor  was  the  passage-  in 
which  the  petitioners  referrea  to  <<  tb^ 
illegal,  cruel,  and  unparalleled  deeds  com- 
mitted at  Bianchester/'  and  <<  the  wicked- 
ness of  those  evil  counsellors  who  liad 
advised  his  majesty  to  approve  of  the 
slaughter  of  his  own  subject^"  less  object 
tionable;  more  especially  when  it  waf 
considered  how  frequently  the  subject 
had  been  discussed  in  that  House.  Oi| 
these  erounds  he  must  oppose  the  recepr 
tion  of  the  petition. 

Mr-  LuMngton  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  paragraph  in  tbe 
petition,  which  was  equally  objectionable. 
It  was  that  in  which  the  petitioners  stated, 
that  "  the  mental  tortures  endured  br 
Mr.  Hunt,  ought  to  be  considered  a  su&> 
cient  atonement  for  the  crime  of  showing 
how  your  honourable  House  might  be 
paade  still  more  honourable." 

Sir  JB.  ^fboit  was.surprisedio  find  geo^ 
tlemen  so  fastidious,  particularly  when 
he  recollected  that  they  expressed  np 
displeasure  on  a  former  night,  when  ^ 
noble  marquis  declared,  that  useless  stir 
pendiary  offices  ought  to  be  kept  op»  in 
order  to  enable  ministers  to  carry  on  the 
machine  of  government.  Why  were  those 
plac'es  to  be  maintained,  but  in  order  to 
secure  the  ipduence  of  a  certain  noble 
lord  in  anpther  houses  and  his  dependants 
in  this  i  The  House  could  not  fail  to 
perceive  the  object  for  which  unnecessary 
offices  were  continued,  when  they  recollect 
ed  the  manner  in  which  lord  Fife  had  bpen 
deprived  of  the  place  which  he  had  held, 
because  he  voted  against  ministers  in  that 
House.  Hon*  members  might,  if  they 
pleased,  dispute  about  terms^  but  the  facta 
would  remain  the  same.  They  might  call 
certain  offices  great,  but  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  given  and  held  were  well 
known.  They  were  given,  according  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  noble  marr 
quis,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaim'og  for 
ministers  a  sinister  influence  in  that 
House.  The  people  had  a  right  to  com* 
plain  of  this. 

Mr.  Jamet  was  astonished  at  the  fasti- 
diousness of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  with 
respect  to  the  passages  f  n  thepetition  which 
imputed  corruption  to  thi^t  House,  whepi 
he  recollected  thededaration  ofihelat^ 
Speaker,  that  the  buying  and  selling  cif 
seats  in  that  House  «'  wasainotorious  as 
tbe  sun  at  noon*day.'' 

Mr.  fVytrn  believed  tbatno  drcumstanw 
which  had  occurred  during  the  last  ten 
jears  had  e?er  been  so  grwdy  misrepre-^ 
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ftaaled  BtlMcl  been  llie  dedftrttlen  ef  the 
kite  Speaker,  bjrtheboB^geotleniealvbo 
^pokekel.  If  ihepredeceMor  oftb^  pre- 
eem  Speftioer  had  eueijied  the  w ordt  wbicb 
the  hon*  nmaber  had  inpuied,  he  (Mr. 
W«)  wiMild  Dot  faetilate  to  nif^  tfvil  be 
had  entirely  lost  eight  ef  the  doty  whkh 
he  nwed  %b  the  Uoote.  He  appealed, 
tetrever^  to  h<ML  meaaberf,  wno  bad 
aatta  the  parliaiaent  oter  which  thejr  late 
Speiicer  picaided,  ai  the  tiaae  whea  the 
^edaaation  attributed  to  him  waa  nade, 
whether  it  coataiited  anjr  edmisiiea  that 
the  House  tree  oorr upt«  and  whether  it 
-did  vet)  on  the  oootrarTy  euress  horror 
thataoch  a  character  should  have  been 
Bscdbed  to  it  i  With  respect  to  the  ques- 
tieii  before  the  Houae>  he  thought  it 
waa  iiBMSsible  for  anv  person  to  have 
heard  the  iiefiition  read  without  coming 
to  the  coBcittsioBi  that  ks  object  was^  to 
^iff  smd  diagraoe  the  House,  and  not 
only  the  House,  but  the  administration 
of  justice.  If  the  House  allowed  sach  im- 
putations to  be  spread  abroad»  not  a  single 
•iBstitiition  of  tiie  country  could  be  asara- 
«Bned.  He  knew  it  might  be  saidi  "Let 
iostitvtiens  rest  for  their  defence 
their  own  high  character;  if  it  be 
4>and  that  they  do  not  deserve  the  odium 
whieh  is  attempted  to  be  fastened  upon 
tbem^  they  oaa  suetala  »o  injury:"  but 
he  eoifld  not  admit  the  truth  or  wisdom 
of  audi  raaseaiag;  lor  there  was  no  ia- 
atkasioa,  kewever  venerable,  that  could 
arithstaad  king  and  cootiaued  attache  of 
this  natore.  If  the  House  were  to  per« 
mit  the  court  of  King's-Beneh  and  ihe  in* 
statation  of  juries  to  be  traduced  with  im* 
pvniqr,tbe  admiBistratk>n  of  justice  would 
aoeii  cease  to  hold  that  high  sltuatioa  in 
•  pubho  ophdon  which  it  had  flcMr  so  long  a 
time  held  witb  iTo  much  advantage  to  the 
Baisea*  He  had  never  objected  to  the  re* 
«s|>fiea  of  a  petitioa  which  had  been  re* 
^etfuHy  worded ;  but  the  decision  of  the 
sniastion,  whether  a  petition  should  or 
skonld  not  be  reeeivedi  did  not  depend 
upoa  a  partkukr  eapressidn,  but  upon 
the  whale  tenor  of  the  language,  if  any 
pcfsea,  therefore,  eould  lay  hisiiiad  vpon 
hia  beast,  and  aaj  that  he  behewed  the  ob- 
jeot  of  the  petition  to  be,  to  eomplaiii  of 
grievauoas,  that  peraon  anght  v,ote  for 
itsiwsptioQ  1  but,  those  who  theu|jht  with 
faho,  that  tbe  «aty  mientioD  of  the  peti* 
tioD  waa  to  vilify  and  tsaduce  tbe  Houae^ 
tinist  vote  for  its  rejection. 

Mr.  Bennei  maintained,  that  thd  right 
beaw  gentleaian  had  moorrectly  stated  the 

VOL.  VL 


S'aioB  expressed  by  the  Ute  Speaker  on 
subjea  of  the  allegedcorruption  in  that 
House.  The  language  used  by  the  late 
Speaker  was,  that  such  practices  would 
have  made  our  ancestors  startle  with  in- 
dignation. It  was  not  the  Speaker  who 
had  said  that  tbe  purchase  of  seats  was 
as  plain  as  the  sun  at  noon  day ;  but  tbe 
late  Mr.  Fonsoab^.  With  respect  to  the 
petitiou,  it  contained  some  reprehensi- 
ble narU,  which,  had  he  framed  it,  be 
would  have  omitted :  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  therefore,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  received.  He  had  seen  petitions 
containing  language  infinitely  stronger 
than  this,  laid  on  the  table.  If  peti- 
tions were  not  to  contain  any  imputations 
on  the  courts  of  law  or  other  tribunals, 
there  would  be  an  end  at  once  of  all  peti- 
tions for  redress  of  grievances.  The  House 
might,  indeed,  receive  petitions  of  congra- 
tulation and  condolence,  but  none  of  com- 
plaint or  accusation.  He  would  not  allude 
particularlv  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Hunt,  but 
be  bdievfd  that  many  crown  prosecutions 
were  carried  on  from  political  and  vindic- 
tive Bootiv^.  If  tbe  people  suffered  under 
Severe  and  preasing  grievances,  bow  could 
they  avoid  expressing  their  sufferings  in 
strong  and  pointed  language  ?  Upon  such 
occasions,  It  did  not  become  parliament 
to  look  with  a  microscopic  eye  at  their 
petkioBS,  to  discover  if  they  contfiined 
any  expressions  which  could  be  construed 
into  an  insoit  upon  that  Hovise.  He 
maintained  that  the  House  ought  to  listen 
to  those  petitiona,  however  harsh  or  un- 
courtly  tney  might  sound  in  the  ears  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  recently  left 
one,  and  taken  their  seats  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Manffield  appealed  to  the  hon. 
member,  whether  it  was  to  be  tolerated,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  voted  on  one  side  of  the 
House  should  be  told  that  they  were  in- 
iuenced  only  bv  corrupt  motives  ?  He, 
for  one,  sat  in  that  House,  not  by  the  in- 
fluence of  comiption»  but  bv  tlie  unani- 
aM>us  choice  of  a  large  number  of  most 
respectable  constituents;  ai^d  though  his 
vote  had  been  often  given  in  opposition 
to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  opposite,  yet 
he  had  given  that  vote  unbiassed  by  any 
undue  influence  or  corrupt  motive.  He 
disdained  attch  motives  as  much  as  any 
nsan;  and  it  was  because  this  petition  most 
improperly  imputed  them,  that  he  should 
oppose  its  reception. 

Mr.  HobhouiedmAf  there  was  no  neces- 
sity  for  tbe  hon.  gentleman   to  sup- 

4K 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1935]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

pose  that  tbis  petitioD  contained  any  im- 
putation against  hon.  members,  who,  like 
nimself,  were  returned  by  the  hee  choice 
of  their  conatituentt.  ITis  **  wsthera  were 
unwrong.''  But  a  miniiter  of  the  Crown, 
on  a  former  night,  bad  admitted  enough 
to  justify  the  phrase  used  in  the  petition, 
as  that  minister,  in  defending  what  were 
by  some  considered  useless  places,  bad 
supported  their  necessity,  upon  the  ground 
that  there  were  always  a  few  to  be  kept 
for  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  who 
were  gaping  for  them.  It  was  too  much, 
then,  to  be  squeamish  about  words,  which 
only  conveyed  the  sense  already  avowed 
by  a  minister  of  the  Crown.  He  agreed, 
that  more  measured  words  might  have 
been  used  in  this  petition,  so  as  to  escape 
cavil  or  objection  in  that  House ;  but  their 
own  sense  would  tell  them  that  the  words 
could  do  them  no  harm  unleu  they  were 
true.  There  was  surely  no  harm  in  tell- 
ing the  truth,  <<  Words  break  no  bones'* 
was  the  proverb;  and  certainly  tbey 
could  not,  if  they  were  shot  at  random ; 
for  then  they  were  only  a  fit  subject  for 
laughter.  He  was,  however,  astonished 
when  the  right  hon.  sentleman  asserted, 
that  a  similar  charge  had  never  been  suf- 
fered to  lie  on  their  table.  Did  he  not 
remember  the  petition  of  **  The  Friends  of 
the  People,*'  who  offered  to  prove  at  their 
bar,  that  a  certain  number  of  peers  and 
commoners,  by  their  own  individual 
interest,  returned  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House  ?  Nobody  objected 
to  the  reception  of  that  petition ;  he 
fancied  that  Mr.  Burke,  a  great  stickler 
for  their  privileges,  had  heard  it  read, 
and  that  Mr.  Pitt  also  a  great  stickler  for 
privilege,  though  an  apostate  from  the 
cause  of  reform,  had  not  opposed  its  lying 
on  the  table.  He  denied  that  this  petition 
ought  to  be  considered  as  an  attack  upon 
the  courts  of  judicature:  it  only  attacked 
prosecutors:  and  where  the  weight  of  the 
Crown  was  used  in  particular  prosecu- 
tions, was  it  not  a  fit  object  of  attack  i 
As  to  Mr.  Hunt's  treatment,  it  was  agreed 
on  all  sides,  that  his  sentence  bad  been 
aggravated  most  unjustifiably  since  his  im- 
prisonment. Looking  to  the  main  aues« 
tion,  be  thought  great  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  for  the  people.  When  they 
fell  a  grievance,  it  was  honourable  to 
them  that  they  expressed  themselves 
strongly  upon  it;  and  it  was  the  more 
honourable  to  the  petitioners,  that  in  this 
case  they  expressed  themselves  indignantly, 
•  pot  a^  their  own  sufferings,  but  at  the  suf- 
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ferings  of  another.  By  the  six  acts,  much 
difficulty  was  thrown  in  the  way  of  hold- 
ing public  assembliea  for  the  purpose  of 
petinooinff.  He  thought,  therefore,  tiiat 
tion.  members  ought  not  to  reject  hasttlr 
sudi  petitions,  as  it  was  still  in  thepowa: 
of  the  people  to  present. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  that  he  bad  received 
no  notice  respecting  this  petition,  until  he 
was  advised  that  the  parties  were  about  to 
transmit  it  to  him  for  presentation.  It  was 
true  that  it  did  not  emanate  from  any  pub- 
lic meeting ;  indeed,  there  would  not  have 
been  time  to  have  called  one,  so  as  to 
have  secured  the  arrival  of  a  petition  be- 
fore the  day  fixed  for  discussmff  the  sub- 
ject in  which  the  petitioners  took  such  aa 
interest.  Besides,  they  should  recollect 
the  man^  absolute  difficulties  wfaidi  were 
thrown  in  the  way  of  meetings  of  the  peo- 
ple by  the  six  acts.  He  was  astonished 
that  the  gentlemen  opposite  should  be 
now  so  eager  to  complain  of  a  petition, 
merely  because  it  was  not  adopted  at  a 
public  meeting,  when  they  were  the  gen- 
tlemen who  ^feclared,  that  that  very  cir- 
cumstance formed  no  objection  to  the 
hole-and-corner  petitions  which  they  so 
highly  praised.  The  right  hon*  gentlonan 
(Mr.  Wynn)  was  perfectly  consistent  in 
opposing  what  he  deemed  an  offensive  im- 

Eutation  in  a  petition.  He  hadalwaysseen 
im  disposed  rather  to  close  the  doors  of 
that  House  than  to  throw  them  wide  open 
for  the  reception  of  petitions  containmgany 
words  likely  to  offend  the  squeamish  taste 
of  the  House.  They  ought  to  excuse  the 
people  for  putting  a  strong  construction 
upon  transactions  which  were  not  denied 
within  that  House.  When  on  a  former 
occasion  he  had  presented  a  petition  firom 
Lyme  complaining  of  the  improper  inter- 
ference of  a  peer  at  an  election,  the  hon. 
baronet  opposite  (sir  J.  Grraham)  asserted 
in  its  palliation,  that  if  a  noble  earl  had 
interfered  on  one  side,  it  was  equally 
notorious  that  noble  persons  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  opposition  adopted  the  same 
course  at  elections.  -  He  had  also  heard 
lord  Cochrane  mention  the  regular  market 
price  of  a  seat,  and  say  that  he  had  paid 
SfOOQL  for  one.  When  the  people  out  of 
doors  heard  that  such  notorious  facts  were 
stated,  and  not  contradicted,  within,  he 
thought  they  might  be  excused  for  occa- 
siontuly  passing  an  opinion  upon  the  infor- 
matbn  which  reached  them.  An  app^l 
had  been  made  to  him,  whether  he  did 
not  believe  the  object  of  the  petitioners 
was,  to  insult  that  House  i    He  did  notin 
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bii  conscienoe  believe  that  such  was  dieir 
object;  but  rather  that. they  meant  to 
apply  for  the  liberatioa  of  Mr.  HoDt.  If, 
in  oiakiQg  that  applicatiooy  they  had  used 
terms  which  would  induce  the  rejection 
of  their  petition,  he  should  lament  the 
oircumstance,  from  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression it  might  create  in  Mr.  Hunt's 
case^-a  man  with  whose  principles  and 
politics  he  had  nothing  to  do,  and  whom 
ne  only  recognized  as  a  man  sufiering 
under  inju8tice<— io  the  minds  of  those 
who  would  before  many  days  have  to  de« 
dde  upon  iL 

Mr.  Ped  said,  that  after  perusing 
the  petition,  he  could  not  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  as  the  hon.  gentleman 
had ;  namely,  that  no  offence  was  intend- 
ed by  the  petitioners.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  him  tnat  nothing  was  more  impolitic 
than  to  check  the  expression  of  the  peo- 

Ele's  complaints;  yet  he  trusted  to  the 
on.  gentleman's  own  candour  to  admit, 
that  nothing  could  be  so  prejudicial  to  the 
right  of  petitioning  itself,  as  suffering  the 
language  used  by  these  petitioners  to  pass 
without  censure*  It  was  a  studied  at- 
tempt  to  throw  obloquy  and  insult  upon 
all  the  institutions  of  the  country:  it 
charged  the  government  with  instituting 
vindictive  prosecutions,  it  cast  a  slur  upon 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  stated 
that  the  judges  had  punished  Mr.  Hunt 
merely  because  he  had  endeavoured  to 
bring  about  a  reform.  Was  it  possible  to 
permit  such  an  imputation  as  this  to  be 
cast  upon  the  judges  of  the  land  i  As 
to  the  declaration  respecting  the  imptited 
notorious  corruption  of  that  House,  if 
they  once  admitted  the  principle  that 
such  an  allegation  could  be  allowed  in 
petitions,  it  would  be  too  late  to  attempt 
to  stop  the  repetition  of  such  language. 
Viewing  this  petition,  therefore,  as  a  pre- 
cedent,  which,  if  adopted,  would  inevita- 
bly lead  to  a  repetition  of  intuits,  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  reject  the  petition. 

Mr*  Monci  declared,  that  the  petition 
thou^  strong,  was  couched  in  langua^ 
similar  to  that  often  expressed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  saoie  topics.  He  was  de- 
cidedly in  favour  of  receiving  it. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes  22.  Noes 
123.  . 

List  hfthe  Minority. 
Barrett,  S.  M.  Creevey,  T. 

Birch,  J.  Ellice,  K. 

Bem^l,  R.  Fergusson,  sir  R. 

Bury,  lord  Gaskeil,  B. 

Calvert,  N.        .  Uobhouse,  J.  C. 


Hume,  J. 
James,  W. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Nugent,  lord 
Ricardo,  D. 
PaUner,  C.  F. 


Robarts,  col. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Wood,  alderman 
Wilson,  sir  R. 

TELLERS. 

Lambton,  J.  G. 
Bennet,  hon.  li.  G. 


Navy  Estimates.]  The  House  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into  a  committee  oi 
Supply,  sir  John  Osbom  moved  **  That 
154,200/.  be  granted  for  Improvemenu  in 
the  Dock-yards  for  1822.'* 

Mr.  Hume  siud,  in  the  committee  on 
these  estimates  last  vear,  a  great  deal  of 
conversation  had  talcen  place  respecting 
this  vote.  Then,  as  now,  his  principal 
objection  to  the  vote,  was»  as  to  that  pert 
of  it  which  applied  to  Sheemess.  Last 
session  he  submitted  that  they  ou^ht  to 
vote  no  more  money  towards  carrying  on 
the  works  at  Sheemess,  until  they  had 
received  sufficient  information  as  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  those  works.  In 
18149  when  these  great  works  were  first 
begun  in  our  dock-yards,  the  estimate 
laid  on  the  table  for  Sheemess,  was 
824,992^ ;  but  the  actual  cost  was  found 
to  be  1,355,000/.,  being  about  500,000/. 
more  than  the  amount  stated  in  the  ori- 
ginal estimate.  It  appeared,  by  papers 
before  the  House,  that  to  complete  these 
works,  would  require,  exclusive  of  the  vote 
for  the  present  year,  618,000/.  If  to  this 
sum  tliey  added  the  total  vote  for  the 
year,  which  was  65,000/.,  the  amount 
required  for  their  completion  (supposing 
even  that  the  expense  should  not  exceed 
the  estimates),  would  be  683,000/.  so  that 
the  works  at  Sheemess,when  finished,  would 
havecost  the  country  altogether  2,038,000/. 
When  these  works  were  first  begun,  some 
difference  of  opinion  existed  among  the 
government-boards  whether  the  proposed 
dock-yards  should  not  be  established  at 
Purfleet  rather  than  Sheemess;  but  finally, 
the  preference  was  given  to  Sheemess. 
At  that  time,  the  means  now  possessed 
by  us  were  not  exerted.  Now  we  em« 
ployed,  on  all  occasions,  steam  vessels,  for 
taking  line-of-battte  ships  firom  one  station, 
to  anotiber,  as  might  be  deemed  necessary. 
By  these  vessels,  line-of-battle  ships,  and 
East  Indiamen  of  the  largest  class  were 
towed  against  wind  and  tide  with  the  most 
perfect  safety  and  success.  No  place 
that  could  be  selected  possessed  greater 
capabilities  for  docks  than  Purfleet.  There 
was  nothing  but  chalk  to  excavate,  and 
the  work  would  have  been  dry  and  secuce. 
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But  at  SbeerneM  accident  after  acctdtnt 
had  occurred.  The  buildings  were  raited 
literally  upon  a  quicksand ;  and  in  every 
instance^  it  was  in  the  first  plAce  necessary 
to  drive  piles  into  this  sand.  In  January, 
1820,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  new 
works  was  broken  down  by  a  sudden 
irruption  of  the  sea,  which  accident  occa- 
Sfoned  to  the  country  an  additional  ex- 
pense of  several  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
He  would  here  beg  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site  to  explain  one  slnguhtf  circomstance. 
In  1820,  the  total  amount  necessary  to 
ooooplete  these  works,  was  aslimat^  at 
171,000^;  but  the  actual  cost  proved  to 
be  mOflOOL  and  upwards,  for  all  the 
yards.  But  the  aaoant  which  they  had 
been  in  the  meanwhile  called  on  to  pay 
for  these  works,  in  all  the  yards»  would 
be  litUe  short  of  S54,00(M.  No  doubt  aU 
this  was  to  the  great  benefit,  of  the  per* 
sons  employed.  He  bad  been  told  by 
engineers  of  considerable  abilitv,  that  they 
doubted  not  only  the  utility  of  the  worlu 
eo  ikr  as  they  had  gone,  but  the  utility 
atoo  of  continuing  them.  He  had  seen 
an  estimate,  by  which  it  appeared  that  if 
even  government  were  to  conwnence  new 
and  extensive  works  at  Purfleot,  they 
would  not  require  so  much  money  as  was 
necessary  to  complete  the  old  works  at 
Sheemess.  When  we  possessed  a  great 
navy,  it  might  have  been  very  proper  to 
accommodate  them  with  additional  room ; 
but  now,  in  the  seventh  year  of  peace,  be 
understood  that  we  had  more  docks  than 
we  had  ships  to  put  into  them.  He  had 
shown  that  the  expense  of  the  works  at 
Sheemess,  when  they  should  be  complete, 
would  be  upwards  of  2,000,000/.,  assum- 
ing even  that  the  estimate  would  not  be 
exceeded.  No  single  board  ought  to  be 
intrusted  with  the  management  and  direc- 
tion of  such  expensive  undertakings  as 
these.  A  committee  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  that  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  their  utilit<,  and  of  bringing 
before  them,  not  merely  the  government 
engineers,  but  other  engineers  of  abilityi 
in  order  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  their 
opinions ;  and  he  should  propose^  that  the 
House  would  not  vole  more  than  90fiOOL 
or  80,000/.  a  vear  for  these  works,  until  a 
report  should  have  been  obtained  horn 
such  eommittee.  He  should  at  psesent 
move  to  reduce  this  vote  by  50,000/. : 
being  the  estimated  amount  for  the  old 
works  at  Sheemess. 

Sir «/.  Oibom  said,  that  with  respect  to 
Sheemess,  50|000/.  was  aU  that  was  requfar- 
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ed  to  complete  the  aewwoAs.  Asunief 
15,000/.  additional  was  required  fbr  bmU- 
ing  a  smithery.  As  to  the  utility,  or 
otherwise,  of  Sheemess,  as  a  station  lbs 
docks,  he  should  leave  the  House  to  de* 
cide  Upon  that  point ;  but  he  Iboegbs  it 
preferable  to  a  plaoe  which  the  boo.  gen- 
tleman called  Purfleet ;  meaning  be  pr»» 
sumed,  Northfleet.  Wttb  respect  to  tbe 
Breakwater,  be  could  net  agree  with  the 
hoB.  gentleman  as  to  the  proprieCv  of  the 
course  which  he  suggested.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  by  means  of  large  grants, 
would  wish  to  have  the  works  completed 
in  two  or  three  yeare.  He  was  conviiiced 
that  if  that  course  were  followed,  it  wotdd 
occasion,  not  a  saving,  but  an  increase  of 
expense. 

Sir  J.  Yorke  contended,  that  the  wiorica 
at  Sheemess  were  undertaken  under  tbe 
immtdiate  direction  of  most  able  and  coi* 
perieneed  men.  He  bad  only  to  mention 
the  names  of  Mr.  Watt,  captain  Hoddert, 
and  Mr.  Jessop.  The  works  notwith- 
standing the  observatioeB  that  had  been 
nMde,  would  stand  the  test  of  severe  ori- 
tieism.  Of  this  expenditure  it  was  to  be 
observed,  that  evei^  shilling  was  spent  in 
the  country,  and  m  some  way  or  other 
found  its  way  back  into  tbe  Exchequer, 
and  tbe  hon.  member  should  reoolleoi, 
that  his  constitoents  were  not  a  little  be- 
nefitted^  as  the  Aberdeen  granite  was 
mudi  employed.  When  they  recollected 
the  various  instances  of  unprofitable  ex- 
penditure—the twenty  millioos  spent  ia 
St.  Domingo— the  twenty  millioos  lost  ta 
the  Austrian  loan— when  they  cast  their 
eyes  to  the  course  of  the  Medwayi  and 
observed  a  certain hin,on  which  a  laaaretie 
was  erected  at  an  expense  of  ooemilMon,  of 
which  not  a  vestige  remained,  the  whole 
having  been  sold  for  10,000/.»  he  really 
thou^t  the  hon.  member  had  pitched 
upon  one  of  the  least  objectieMible  parts 
ot  the  ministerial  expenditure.  Before 
the  improvements  were  tmdertalron,  there 
was  scarcely  a  dock  in  Sheemess  and 
Chatham  fit  for  a  ship  of  the  liiie^  andaa 
for  Chatham,  the  river  below  wateo  shod 
and  intricate,  that  even  when  ships  b«d 
been  repaired  and  were  fitfsr  se%  they 
had  grounded  on  their  mooringsi  and 
were  obliged  to  be  returned  to  dock.  The 
works  were  now  completed^  and  the  sum 
proposed  was  merely  to  erect  a  wall  to 
separate  the  great  basin  froin  Powder- 
monkey-bay,  without  which  it  was  sup- 
posed the  water  could  not  be  let  in  with^ 
outdaogerofabhHr-up.  ThegctMlhasia 
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hadnowtwentj-ieveDfeetalUiemouth^md 
would  now  admU  a  first  rale  with  all  her 
guns  and  stores.  As  to  Plymouth  Break- 
water, it  had  abeady  been  found  to  be  of 
the  greatest  service. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amend- 
neot  was  withdrawn,  and  the  resolution 
agreed  to. 

Army  Estimatbs.]  On  the  resolu- 
tion <«  That  28,894/.  ISs.  Id.  be  granted 
for  the  Garrisons  at  home  and  abroad, 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  many  of  the  offices 
held  by  persons  who  did  not  perform  the 
duties  or  them  would  be  abolished  on  the 
death  of  those  individualft.  He  did  not 
think  the  charge  for  garrisons  ought  to  be 
so  larse,  and  unless  he  heard  that  which 
should  induce  him  to  change  his  opinion, 
he  would  submit  a  motion  to  the  commit* 
teelbr  deducting  something  from  it.  He 
particularly  noticed  the  establishmeots  in 
the  ishinds  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  and 
the  charge  for  tho  militia  which  he  under- 
stood was  hardly  called  out  oftener  than 
once  a  year.  Ho  also  ofiered  some  re- 
marks on  the  taxes  raised  fai  Gibraltar, 
and  on  the  charge  which  it  threw  on  these 
estimates.  He  wished  to  know  if  It  could 
not  be  lessened.  He  thought  22^0001. 
more  than  ousht  to  be  demanded  for  gar* 
risons  in  England. 
^  Lord  Paimerstmi  said,  that  the  island 
of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  threw  no  ex- 
pense upon  this  country  beyond  that  for 
the  staff,  the  remainder  oting  paid  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  islands.  The  militia, 
instead  of  being  called  out  but  once  a 
year,  was  called  out  once  a  fortnight, 
and  the  inspector  had  reported  them  to 
be  a  most  efficient  body  of  men.  With 
respect  to  the  charge  for  Gibraltar,  it  was 
lest  than  formerly  by  S  or  4,000/.  When 
asked,  if  some  diminution  of  expense  could 
not  be  effected  in  the  presentcharffe,  he  did 
not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  hold  out  any 
expectatiso  of  that  kind.  Some  offices  in  tl4 
garrisons,  on  the  extinctions  of  the  inter- 
est in  them,  bad  not  been  filled  up ;  but 
with  respect  to  the  ffovemors,  so  &r  as 
bis  influence  extended,  he  weidd  not  di» 
minish  the  number  of  audi  appomtmeots. 
These  appointments  had  been  considered 
the  honourable  rewards  for  military  seiw 
vices.  They  had  been  bestowed  m  a  way 
which  the  country  most  approve,  and  in 
the  present  holders  of  them,  the  com- 
mittee would  recognise  many  of  the  most 
distinguished  ornaments  of  their  country. 
These  offices  ^  been  appreved  by  soc- 


cessive  committees  of  thai  Houses  and 
therefore  he  did  not  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  propose  that  any  of  them  should  be 
abolished. 

Cokmd  Dames  said,  that  these  who 
had  shed  their  blood  in  defence  of  theiv 
country  ought  to  be  liberally  rewarded ; 
but,  in  his  opinioa,  those  who  deserved 
such  rewards  would  feel  the  honour  to  b* 
greater  if  they  were  coi^enred  by  pacUa* 
ment.  When  parliament  sandioDca  a  re-i 
ward  for  faithful  service,  no  person  could 
doubt  that  the  reward  was  |ust^  bestow-l 
ed ;  beomue  the  case  of  the  mdividual  waa 
brouffht  forward  opeidyw  But  this  wis 
not  the  case  with  reforeoce  to  th»  Groans. 
It  waa  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  gsani 
tesmrds  firom  motives  of  the  mesest  fc 
vouritlsra.  Therefore,  arsoing  oa  prini^ 
oiple,  the  system  appeoEed  to  him  to  be 
excesstveljr  bad;  and,  in  proponioo  as  tl 
was  objeetiooable,  it  must  appear  evidsst,* 
that  to  place  the  duty  of  rewarding  meril 
in  the  haoda  of  parliament,  would  be  ka* 
finitely  better.  He  could  not  cooceivo 
why  such  an  expense  at  Gibraltar  should 
be  countenanced,  when  it  was  known,  thaH 
during  the  last  reign,  no  lets  than  184,000l. 
were  received  from  Gibraltar,  and  p^aoed 
in  the  privy  purse.  This  was  contrary  to 
every  principle  on  which  Gibraltar  waa 
held ;  tor  most  assuredly  any  taxea  levied 
there  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ne^ 
cessary  expenses  of  tne  local  govemownt. 
In  his  opmion,  there  was  not  a  single  ala- 
tien  abroad,  that  was  not  made,  in  seme 
way  or  other,  subservient  to  a  system  of 
cornmtion. 

Colonel  Gouett  said,  the  miHtia  of 
Jersey  was  not  only  assembled  e^ery  fort- 
night, but  every  Sunday,  sfterdtvtae  sow 
vice.  Those  who  belonged  to  the  militja 
had  certain  privileges,  with  respect  to 
taxstioo;  but  then  they  received  no  pi^, 
and  were  only  clothed  once  in  seven  ye 
The  salary  of  the  governor  of  the  ' 
was  defrayed  out  of  its  revenue. 

Sur  /.  Coffin  deprecated  the  idea  of  any 
atteinpe  U  afienate  the  ishmds  of  Jerser 
and  Gnetnsey  from  this  oovntry,  coasa. 
deriog  dM  imporsant  servioss  wiicb  they 
had  oflen  roDdered  to  this  country  in  del 
fending  it  agaiMt  France,  aad  that  since 
the  davs  of  William  the  Conqueror,  there 
never  had  appeared  more  loyal  sobfeetsin 
the  empire.  As  to  the  govenuaenu  of 
the  several  sarriseos,  he  thought  them 
essential  to  the  Crown  as  the  rewards  of 
merit ;  and  the  manner  in  which  tbeie  ap« 
poiniaieiita  were    umijlfy  disposed  of> 
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proved  the  eminent  utility  of  the  arrange* 
menl. 

Mr,  Bennet  faid»  he  had  no  indiiposi- 
tion  to  reward  military  men  in  the  moat 
liberal  manner ;  but  the  question  was,  in 
what  way  proTlsion  was  to  be  made  for 
them  ?  The  noble  lord  could,  no  doubt, 
adduce  a  long  list  of  highly  respectable 
names  by  whom  these  ^vemorshipshad 
been  held.  The  same  might  be  done  with 
respect  to  erery  public  office.  But,  that 
was  no  argument  for  keeping  up  use- 
less phices.  When  it  was  attempted  to  do 
away  the  board  of  trade,  the  names  of 
Gibbon,  of  Addison,  and  of  other  cde- 
brated  men»  were  mentioned  as  having 
been  connected  with  that  office,  and  there- 
fore it  was  contended  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  suppresaed.  But,  the  question  was, 
Bot  who  held  the  office,  but  whether  it  was 
of  any  public  use?  He  could  see  no 
reason,  if  military  merit  were  to  be  re- 
warded, why  it  diould  not  be  brought  be- 
fore that  House.  There  was  one  argu- 
ment strongly  in  favour  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding ;  namely,  that  no  case  wotdd  be 
brought  before  the  House  that  would  not 
bear  the  light.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  government  would,  unless  peculiarly 
presMd,  confer  rewards  on  undeserving 
men ;  but  they  ought  not  to  be  left  open 
to  temptation.*  <«  JLead  us  not  into  temp« 
tation,^'  was  a  prayer  which  they  were 
constantly  putting  up ;  and  to  prevent  mi- 
nisters from  encountering  that  temptation, 
which  might  lead  them  to  abuse  the  power 
of  the  Crown,  he  would  remove  from  them 
the  authority  bv  which  they  disposed  of 
those  governorships. 

-)tf  r.  W.  Smith  said,  that  last  year  there 
was  a»ffovemor  of  the  Isle  of  Wi^ht,  who 
never  held  any  other  military  appomtment. 
The  governor  of  Dartmouth  was  also  a 

Sotleman,  formerly  a  member  of  that 
ouae,  who  had  no  other  military  con- 
nection whatever.  He  did  not  know  to 
what  extent  such  instances  might  avail, 
but  he  held  them  to  be  improper. . 

Lord  Palmersion  said,  it  was  very  true 
that  lord  Malmsbury,  the  goiternor  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  never  was  in  the  army ; 
but  the  governorship  was  conferred  on 
him,  in  consequence  of  his  giving  up  a 
peaaion  of  2,(X)(tf.  a-year,  whidi  had  been 
granted  to  his  father  for  public  services, 
and  which  he  would  have  enjoyed  in  re- 
version. The  situation  of  governor  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  was  worth  between  1,1(XWL 
and  1,200^  aiyear;  so  that  the  pubUc 
were  beodStCed  by  die  tcansactioDy  to  the 
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amount  of  800/.  per  annum.  As  to  the 
propriety  of  leaving  with  the  Crown  the 
power  to  reward  military  merit,  he  was 
completely  at  issue  with  the  hon.  mem- 
bers for  Worcester  and  Shrewsbury.  The* 
principle  they  wished  to  enforce  was  the 
roost  unconstitutional  that  could  be  ima- 
gined. They  admitted  that  it  was  rights 
and  proper  to  have  rewards  for  military 
merit ;  but  they  went  on  to  say,  that  while 
those  rewards  were  placed  in  the  liands  of 
the  Crown  they  might  be  misapplied ;  and,, 
in  order  to  prevent  an  abuse,  tney  argued 
that  the  power  of  granting  such  rewards 
should  be  taken  from  the  Crown,  and  given 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  Such  a  doc- 
trine was  utterly  at  variance  with  the 
principles  of  the  constitution,  and  if  acted 
on,  must  lead  to  the  most  dangerous  con- 
sequences. He  would  contend,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  place  the  command  of 
the  army  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  it  was  equally  necessarv  that  the  re- 
ward of  military  merit  should  be  left'  with 
the  sovereign.  If  ever  the  day  came 
when  the  power  of  rewarding  military  ser- 
vices should  be  transferred  from  the 
Crown  to  the  House  of  Commons,  those 
who  saw  so  baneful  an  alteration  might 
say,  that  they  had  witnessed  the  death-* 
blow  of  the  constitution. 

Colonel  Davies  said,  it  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  inconsistent  with  the  constitution 
to  apply  to  parliament  for  the  reward  of 
military  services,  as  ministers  themselves 
had  proposed  so  many  pensions  to  mili- 
tary officers  at  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
which  pensions  too  were  adjudged  with 
an  alacrity  that  amply  proved  the  dispo« 
sition  of  parlfament  to  recognise  the  jus- 
tice ef  such  claims. 

Mr.  JVj^  thought,  that  unless  it  was 
meant  to  dispute  the  old  constitutional 
maxim,  that  the  Crown  was  the  fountaia 
of  honour,  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
men opposite  could  not  be  consistently 
maintamed.  History  should  show  gentle- 
men  the  danger  of  transferring  to  any 
other  power  than  that  of  the  Crown,  thie 
grant  of  military  rewards  and  distinctions. 
Upon  such  a  transfer,  the  country  must, 
whatever  gentlemen  might  mean,  become 
an  absolute  repubUo ;  for  he  was  persuaded 
that  they  who  began  by  petitioning  would 
very  soon  end  mth  demands.  Xet  the 
House  consider  how  short  a  time  elapsed 
befose  the  parliamentary  armv  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  1st,  insisted  upon  their 
claims  being  attended  to.  This  would  al- 
ways be  the  case  when  a  popular  aasembty 
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attempted  to  dtitribute  military  rewards/ 
and  to  keep  Id  its  own  hands  the  command 
of  the  army.  He  objected  also  to  this 
mode  of  distribotiog  rewards,  because  be 
was  satisfied  that  it  would  be  in  the  end 
the  most  expensiTe  mode.  It  had  always 
been  found  that  that  House  was  disposed 
to  go  beyond  the  measure  of  reward  re- 
commended by  the  Crown  in  cases  of  ex- 
traordinary merits. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  bis  object  was,  to  see 
whether  the  House  would  consent  to  cut 
down  useless  offices  and  sinecures,  and 
leaTe  that  just  and  legitimate  influence  to 
the  snpport  of  the  monarchy  whicli  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  it 
should  possess.  He  had  never  heard,  until 
,  within  ttie  last  week  that  the  keeping  up 
of  sinecures  was  necessary  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown.  He  would  always 
maintain,  thst  that  Crown  did  not  desenre 
to  be  supported,  which  could  not  stand 
upon  the  legitimate  influence  to  be  de* 
rived  from  the  patronage  of  so  vast  an  ex- 
penditure as  that  which  was  incurred  by 
the  government  of  this  country.  With 
the  yi\&w  of  ascertaining  how  many  advo- 
cates there  were  for  that  system,  he  would 
move  a  reduction   in   tne   estimate   of 

Mr.  R.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  the  House  possess- 
ed a  due  control  over  the  power  of  the 
Crown.  He  would  not  support  the 
amendment,  however  useless  the  places 
might  be,  unless  it  could  be  proveo  that 
they  were  conferred  without  any  merit  on 
the  part  of  those  who  held  them.  Let 
any  mstance  of  a  reward  conferred  with- 
out merit  be  produced,  and  he  would  sup- 
port a  proposition  for  abolishing  the  place. 

Mr.  fF.  Smith  said,  that  would  be  the 
most  invidious  shape  in  which  the  ques- 
tion could  come  before  them,  as  it  would 
be  going  into  the  merits  of  an  indiridual. 
The  Crown  was  the  fountain  of  honour,  it 
was  true ;  but  it  could  not  be  said  to  be 
the  fountain  of  reward,  at  least,  in  the 
sense  of  pecuniary  recompense.  It  had 
the  power  of  nominating  to  certain  offices, 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House,  as 
gusrdian  of  the  public  purse,  to  control 
and  regulate  the  amount  of  pecuniary 
compensation  for  public  services. 

Tne  committee  divided :  For  the  Amend- 
ment, 21 ;  Against  it,  80. 

List  of  the  Minority. 
Beaumont,  T.W.  Bright,  H. 

Beaaet,  bon.  H.  G.        Bemal,  R. 


Bdgrave,vi8.  Palres,  Thomas 

Crompton,  Sam.  Ricaido,  D. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De     Russell,  loid  J. 

Hume,  Jos.  Robinson,  sir  G. 

Leycester,  R.  Sykes,  D. 

Monck,  J.B.  Smith,  W. 

Martin,  John  Wood,  aid. 

Phillips,  Geo.  TELLER. 

Palmer,  C.  F.  Davies,  col. 

Price,  Robert 

On  the  resolution,  « That  187,997/^ 
111.  4dL,  be  granted  for  Full  Pay  for  r&- 
tured  Officers,'* 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  the  whole  charge 
for  retired  allowances  in  the  year  1816 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  107.000/.; 
but  a  new  system  had  beeA  recently 
adopted.  When  the  garrison  battalions 
were  called  out,  the  noble  lord  seeded 
from  the  full  and  balf«pay  some  officers 
who  had  never  served  more  than  a  year, 
and  others  who  had  actually  not  jomed 
the  army  for  25  years;  These  persons 
were  put  into  the  veteran  corps,  and,  afler 
a  few  months,  placed  on  fuU  pay  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives.  The  number  of  officers 
who  had  been  transferred  from  the  full  pa' 
and  half  pay  to  veteran  corps,  were  247  oti 
cers  in  all ;  68  from  the  toll  pay,  and  179 
from  the  half-pay.  The  public  burthens 
were  by  this  proceeding  increased  to  the 
amount  of  13,870/.  a-year.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  it  to  be  illegal,  for^ 
by  the  act  of  parliament,  no  man  was  en- 
titled to  enter  a  veteran  corps  unless  be 
were  unfit  for  active  service.  One  indi- 
vidual was  put  on  half-pay  afker  three 
years'  service.  In  the  first  battalion  of 
the  8th  dragoons,  an  individual,  after  four 
years'  service,  was  transferred  to  a  vete- 
ran corps  which  was  disbanded  the  next 
month.  A  person,  named  Pritchard,  had 
only  served  one  year.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  waggon  train  in  October  1794;  and 
in  August  1795,  he  was  put  on  the  half- 
pay  list,  where  he  contmued  until  Jan. 
1821,  when  he  was  transferred  to  a  veteran 
battalion,  which  was  shortly  after  dis- 
banded, and  he  was  placed  on  full  pay  for 
life.  He  should  conclude  by  moving, 
*<  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  13,870/" 

Lord  Palmenton  apprehended,  that  the 
House  must  be  aware  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  officers  were  appoint^  to  veteran 
battalions,  and  also  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  allowed  to  retire 
from  such  battalions  pn  full  pay..  The 
conditions  attendant  upon  such  permission 
was,  that  they  abandoned  all  claim  to  fu- 
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tore  pmm^o/a  fa  the  anny.  The  Mitt- 
mittee  wodkl  Ao  Tetnember,  that  tiM  di& 
ftBrenoe  between  half  pay  and  fUl  paj» 
was  ai  9  to  8  only,  and  not  as  2  to  4. 
The  bon.  member  seemed  to  think  there 
was  some  act  of  parliament  requhing  me- 
dical certiicates  of  incapacity  tor  serrice, 
in  all  cases  where  officers  were  Sfmotnied 
to  Teteran  battalions;  but  be  deoed  the 
hoD*  member  to  produce  it.'  The  fact 
was,  tliat  the  hon.  flsember  (Mr.  Home) 
entkelT  anstook  the  efiect  of  the  act  to 
which  he  alluded.  The  act  provided,  that 
where  an  oAcer  desired  to  retire  from  any 
existing  regiaient  of  the  line,  or  existing 
veteran  bamlioo  en  firfl  pay,  diere  certi- 
fioates  ^ert  necessary ;  but  no  certificate 
was  required  where  the  remoTal  was  the 
act  of  government.  The  case  of  Mr. 
Ftitchsra  was  a  peculiar  one.  In  the 
early  pari  of  the  late  war,  he  had  been  a 
teiiderft  in  Banders,  and,  in  consequence 
«C  considerable  services  which  he  render- 
ed to  the  British  army,  he  had  been  com- 
pelled to  fly  from  diat  country,  and  his 
property  had  been  confiscated  by  the 
^fenemy.  Being  admitted  to  frnte  strong 
eiaims  upon  Cm  Eogli^  government,  to 
had  been  appointed,  in  1795  or  1796, 
to  a  eommission  in  die  wqggon-traia ;  he 
had  aubsequently  been  reduced,  in  conse- 
ouence  of  an  elteration  in  Ihat  corps ;  and 
the  conmander-in-cbief,  fining  him  in 
indigent  drcomsiances,  had,  as  a  reward 
for  his  pa^  servieesy  appointed  him  to  a 
veteran  battalion. 

The  amen(hBent  was  negatived,  and  the 
resoludon  agreed  to.  On  the  resohidon, 
*<  Thait  76f,^0tf.  be  granted  for  the 
Charge  of  Half  Pay  to  Reduced  Officers 
for  Great  Britain,^ 

Mr.  ftmne  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  present  amount  of  the 
half-pay  estimate.  At  the  sittine^  of  the 
finance  commfttee  hi  1817,  the  cnarge  of 
the  half-pay  had  been  64^7,00(M.,  and  the 
committee  had  proolised  a  probable  re- 
duction of,  amraaHy,  irtKmt  7  or  8  per 
^m.  But,  instead  of  any  audi  reduction, 
the  charge  had,  Ihmi  year  to  year,  gtme 
on  increasing,  in  18t8  ft  beoime 
651,000/.;  in  1819,  737,000^;  in  1820, 
78S,0b0/. ;  m  18S1,765;000^,  and  m  the 
present  year  808,00Q(.  or  809,000^  Here, 
instead  of  diminution  there  was  a  regular 
ooorse  of  increase.  He  was  quite  aware 
of  the  answer  that  would  be  given  to  him. 
It  would  be  said,  <*  The  htdf  pay  is  in* 
creased,  because  yon  have  reduced  the 
Ml  pay.**    Tes;  but  he  would  not  admit 
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tie  applioatiOtt  of  that  aniwer.  He  con- 
tended, dmt  the  foy  pay  had  not  been  di- 
minished in  a  proper  decree;  promotions 
had  tdien  place,  and  fresh  officers  had 
been  brought  In.  Redaction,  bo  doiidit, 
had  taken  pkce  in  the  army,  and  he  gave 
the  noble  ford  opposite  credit  for  it  as  far 
as  ft  went :  but  his  complaint  was,  that  it 
did  not  go  far  ei>ovgh.  Then  it  would  be 
said,  that  he  was  never  satisfied.  But  he 
denied  that  Ibct.  Let  the  legnlatlon  for 
the  army  be  only  fixed  upon  the  pmposi- 
tion  brought  forward  t^ngaflant  officer 
with  rmpect  to  the  marwes*  Let  one  va-  * 
eancy  in  three  be  a  proaMidoa,  and  let 
the  other  two  be  filled  up  from  the  half- 
pay ;  and  his  side  of  the.  House  would  re- 
man silent  and  content  upon  tlie  snhjece. 
But  how  was  it  possible  for  the  country 
to  sit  down  under  the  pressure  of  the  ex- 
isting system  i  In  the  course  of  less  than 
seven  years  from  the  end  of  the  war  to 
Jan.  1821,  there  had  lieen  no  fewer  than 
%BS$  new  commissfont:  of  these,  1,10S 
had  been  first  commimioHS,  597  bewg  ob- 
tained by  purdiase,  and  506  by  gift.  It 
wns  to  this  system  that  ifae  increase  of 
half-pay  was  to  be  ascrSied ;  and  seeing 
the  dnuicellor  of  the  exchequer  io  his 
place,  he  would  submit  a  plan  to  his  con- 
sideration. Ministers  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  lower  the  interest  of  the  na- 
domd  debt  from  5  to  4  per  eent,  and  the 
sdieme  wblch  be  had  to  prepose  would 
save  a  great  deal  of  money.  Many  offi« 
cers  were  now,  fiwm  time  to  time^  leaving 
the  serrite,  finding  no  doubt,  that  they 
had  no  chance  of  gerting  on-*^bat  youi^ 
men  were  put  over  their  heads,  and  that 
their  aervioes  were  negleettd:  now  he 
(Mr.  Home)  desired,  that  when  a  Iteute- 
naut,  for  instance,  wished  to  retire,  and 
waste  receive  400/.  or  (M)tf.,  or  whatever 
the  value  might  be,  for  fass  commtssioa, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who 
could  borrow  money  at  S  «r  4  per  cent, 
ahoald  become  the  purchaser,  and  pay 
tbe  400(1  or  600&  bwrrowed  at  S  or  4  per 
cent,  instead  of  granthig  an  annuity  at  IS 
orl4v  Thelbtofoflkers,he(Mr.Hume) 
beliered,  now  amounted  to  8,000^  No 
such  number  ceuM  be  wanted ;  and  a  sav- 
ing of  the  diflbrenee  between  9  per  cent, 
and  IS  per  cent,  upon  die  cost  of  a  com- 
mission weald  be  the  oObOt  of  the  system 
he  proposed.  Another  consideratieii 
which  he  would  submit  to  the  noble  lord 
opposite  was  this :  that  dBcers  should  be 

Erevented  lirom  going  upon  hidf-pay  ibr 
fe,  until  they  should  have  gone  tarmigh 
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acertflin  length  of  ienrice.  It  woa  aeonmoR 
pmetics  now  ibr  gentleitieti  to  boy  cons- 
mMoiM  with  a  view  to  being  immediately 
.  put  on  half-pay.  He  knew  that  in  more 
th«i  SOO  iottanees  commissient  had  been 
bought^  and  the  purchasen  pat  on  half- 
pay  the  same  day.  The  purchase*  in  fbcl> 
of  a^NAnmiision,  waa  the  parchaae  of  an 
annuity.  Now,  the  navy  aid  not  j>ay  pen- 
aiooa  until  after  seven  years'  service ;  and 
what  reason  could  be  shown  why  a  mere 
lad,  an  ensign,  receiving  his  commission, 
perhaps,  as  a  ^  from  the  commander-in- 
chief,  should,  in  the  same  hour,  sit  down 
with  a  provision  for  life.  He  doubted 
hew  fkt  such  gifta  could  lawfully  be  made 
by  the  commander-in-chief;  and  was  quite 
sure  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  the  power  of  making  them  ought 
to  be  restrained ;  but,  if  the  eppointments 
were  given,  let  a  regulation  be  made,  that 
any  racer  retiring  under  ten  years*  ser- 
vice^ should  receive,  not  half-pay  for  life, 
but  merely  Che  price  of  his  commission* 
If  some  such  regulation  were  not  brought 
forward  by  Che  other  side,  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  do  so  before  the  close  of  the 


Sir  H%  Hardingc  said,  that  however 
frequently  he  differed  from  the  opinion  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen,  in  military 
matters,  he  perfectly  agreed  with  him,  in 
respect  to  the  wisdom  of  takhig  officers 
fh>m  the  half-pay  list  to  active  service. 
There  was  a  statement  of  thai  hon.  mem-^ 
ber  to  which  he  was  desirous  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  was  one  which 
lie  had  repeatedly  made  in  that  House 
and  elsewhere,  and  partictdarly  at  Here- 
ford, and  other  county  meetings.  This 
statement  was,  that  during  a  period  of  five 
years,  there  had  been  in  the  army  %^&5^ 
appointments— [**  Promotions,"  from  Mrl 
Ileme.3^well,  promotions;  and  that  if 
these  had  been  made  from  the  half^pay 
Ksii  there  would  have  been  a  saving  of 
400,060/^  annually  to  the  coohtry,  and  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  eventually.  He 
had  been  surprised  at  thelatgeness  of  this 
mmihfet^  and  was  consequently  led  to 
ojtamhie  into  it,  when  he  found  thst  so 
ftr  fh>in  there  having  been  ^^$5'^  promo- 
tiona,  the  whole  nmnber  of  actual  vacan- 
des  which  occurred  in  the  five  years,  was 
66S.  So  that  the  hon.  member  had  actu- 
ally overstated  1,890  in  the  number  of 
appointments,  and  1,800,000/.  in  the  sav- 
hig  which  wotdd  have  aHSien  by  filling 
tiiem  up  from  the  hi^-pay  list.  He 
woaM  explain  how  the  hoib  member  had 
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committed  a  gross  errors  which  w^  mad6 
up  of  the  most  inconceivable  collection  of 
errors,  that  ever  any  one  man  committed. 
He  had  made  his  calculations  upon  this 
prinei{^et---If  a  lieutenant-colonel  retired, 
his  rank  was  filled  by  a  ^niajor,  the  roa<« 
jbrity  by  a  captain,  the  captain's  by  a  lieu-* 
tenant,  and  tne  lieutenant's  by  an  ensign. 
This,  of  course,  made  only  one  vacancy 
to  be  filled  from  the  hslf-pay ;  but,  strung^ 
to  sav,  the  hon.  member  had  taken  and 
calculated  upon  five,  and  thus  he  had 
made  his  overstatement  of  1890  in  num- 
bers, and  1,800,000^.  in  expense.  And 
this  too  he  had  stated  openly,  in  the  fsce 
of  the  country.  The  effect  of  this  must 
have  been,  to  prejudice  a  great  portion  of 
the  people  against  the  manner  in  wbicli 
the  army  was  administered,  and  agsinst  the 
valuable  services  of  the  commander-in- 
chief.  This 'error  of  the  hon.  member 
was  a  sufficient  test  of  his  general  mode 
of  calculation.  With  respect  to  the  half- 
pay  list,  there  were  but  two  modes  of 
relieving  it  either  by  deaths  or  casualties. 
There  wenft  600  reductions  last  year,  and 
the  whole  which  could  be  reduced,  so  as 
to  bring  in  an  actual  saving  to  the  public, 
was  aoout  SO  commissions.  Was  it,  he 
asked^  advisable  to  interfere  with  the 
half-pay  list,  for  the  value  of  thirty  com- 
missions—to  take  away  hope  and  honor- 
able ainbition,  and  aisgust  the  army? 
What,  substantial  saving  would  there  be 
in  taking  away  from  the  commander-in- 
chief,  a  Kiir  source  of  patronage,  which,  in 
point  of  fact,  was  a  part  of  the  constitu- 
tional infiuence  of  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  not  expressed 
any  wish  to  lake  from  the  Crown  the 
power  of  appointing  officers.  All  that  he 
contended  for  was,  that  a  reduction  of 
these  objectionable  appointments  would 
be  a  real  service  to  the  army.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  gallant  officer  had  shown 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake  in  his  state- 
ment, upon  a  forpaer  occasion.  But  it 
was  the  only  mistake,  in  point  of  state- 
ment, he  had  ever  committed  in  that 
House.  He  had  discovered  the  mistake 
afterwards,  and  had  mentioned  it  to  hi!^ 
hon.  friend  the  member  for  Shrewsbury, 
who  recommended  him  to  correct  the 
mistake  the  first  favourable  opportunity, 
and  this  he  had  resolved  to  do.  With 
respect  tb  the  gallant  member's  remarks 
upon  county  meetings,  he  begged  to 
say,  that  he  had  attended  but  one  county 
meetmg  since  the  time  of  his  making  that 
statement*    If  hon.  members  would  look 
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at  the  number  of  calculations  and  state- 
ments he  bad  brought  before  the  House, 
k  would  be  matter  of  surprise  that  they 
were  in  general  so  correct.  He  thought 
if  one  in  three  were  accurate  to  the  letter, 
it  was  as  much  as  could  be  fairly  expect- 
ed ;  but  be  was  persuaded  that  the  hon. 
members  opposite  would  sleep  soundly 
now  that  they  had  detected  bim  in  one 
mistake. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  it  appeared,  that 
the  hon.  member's  calculations  were  made 
upon  the  principle  adopted  in  venturing  a 
smuggler's  cargo;  namely,  that  if  one  in 
three  was  safe,  there  was  still  a  profit. 
The  mistake  of  the  hon.  member  was  no 
slight  one.  He  had  not  only  stated  it  in  his 
speech  of  last  June,  but  had  repeated  it 
in  December,  when  addressing  the  people 
of  Hereford,  who  had  voted  bim  a  cask  of 
their  generous  beverage,  for  the  accuracy 
of  his  calculations.  It  was  a  pity  the  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  discover  his  mistake 
before  he  received  the. reward,  that  he 
migjit  have  undeceived  them  at  the  time 
that  he  received  so  grateful  a  token  of 
their  approbation.  The  error  was  not  one 
of  ccdculation  only,  but  of  reasoning  and 
logic.  The  very  document  from  which  he 
drew  his  statement,  by  containing  the 
number  of  promotions  by  purchase, 
showed,  that  the  vacancies  could  not  have 
been  filled  up  from  the  half-pay  list.  The 
noble  lord  here  detailed  the  number  of 
commissions  given  since  the  peace,  the 
proportion  of  vacancies  filled  up  from  tlie 
balf-pay  list,  from  purchase,  or  the  free 
exercise  of  the  patronage  of  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, and  contended  that  the 
commander-in-chief  had  attended  to  the 
claims  of  the  officers  on  half-pay  as  much 
as  was  consistent  with  the  good  of  the 
service,  and  the  just  expectations  of  the 
other  class  of  officers.  During  last  year, 
his  royal  highness  had  given  25  commis- 
sions to  civil  persons,  and  23  to  officers 
on  half-pay. 

Mr.  Rennet  stated,  that  six  weeks  ago, 
on  going  over  the  estimates  with  his  hon. 
friend,  he  (Mr.  H.)  declared  to  him  the 
mistake.  He  also  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the acuteness  of  thegentlemen  opposite 
bad  not  discovered  the  mistake  before. 
It  was  his  advice,  that  his  hon.  friend 
should  take  the  first  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  setting  himself  right  with  the 
House.  The  noble  lord  thought  it  most 
strange  that  his  honourable  friend  should 
tall  into  such  an  error,  because  it  was  a 
mistake  of  logic.    Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 


sat  long  enough  .in  that'Htfuse  Co  b6  well 
convinced  that  there  were  no  mistakes' 
into  which  that  House  fell  more  frequently 
than  mistakes  of  logic.  .  The  surprise  of 
the  noble  lord  reminded  him  of  the  scene 
in  the  "  School  for  Scandal,'*  where  Mts. 
Candour  afiects  such  astonishment  at 
finding  other  persons  as  wrong  as  herself. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  The  chair- 
man reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Monday^  March  25.  , 

Petition  from  Captain  Romeo.} 
Lord «/.  Ruueil  rose  to  present  a  petition 
from  an  individual  whose  claims  had 
already  been  before  the  House.  The 
petition  was  from  captain  Francis  Romeo. 
He  was  a  native  of  Calabria,  had  been 
forced  to  enter  the  service  of  Murat  as  a 
private  soldier,  and  was  raised  some  time 
after  to  some  subordinate  rank ;  but  with 
this  circumstance  the  -case  had  nothing  to 
do.  He  was  employed  some  time  auer* 
wards  by  the  British  conunanders  'in 
Sicily,  in  a  mission  of  a  delicate  nature. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  Queen  of 
Naples  was  plotting  the  overturn,  of  the 
British  power  in  Sicily,  in  order  to  aid 
that  of  her  relative  Napoleon.  To  defeat 
those  plans,  captain  Romeo  was  employed, 
and,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the 
commanders  of  the  British  force  in  that 
country,  his  services  had  been  of  consider*- 
able  advantage  to  the  British  interests. 
For  these  he  had  been  promoted  to  a 
commission  in  the  British  service  in  that 
country.  In  1816,  on  the  restoration  of 
the  king  of  Naples,  this  gentleman,  with 
the  British  uniform  on  ^  back,  and  a 
British  passport  in  his  pocket,  was  seized 
in  the  streets  of  Naples,  and  thrown  into 
prison.  It  was  said  on  a  former  occasion^ 
that  he  had  escaped  from  prison  withouv 
trial ;  but  the  fact  was  not  so.  It  wt» 
true  he  was  not  tried ;  but,  without  evem 
the  form  of  a  trial,  he  was  transported  t^ 
Alexandria,  in  £gypt,  and  there  left  in  a 
state  of  destitution.  The  whole  of  hia 
sufierings  the  petitioner  attributed  to  tbe 
services  he  had  rendered  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  this  country.  This  statemeni 
was  corroborated  by  the  certificates  of 
lord  W.  Bentinck,  lieut.  general  Maitlaod, 
and  of  the  late  lieut.  general  Campbell ;. 
and  from  these  it  might  be  inferred,  that 
all  those  who  were  known  by  the  Neapo* 
litan  government  to  have  been  attached  ta 
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Britt^  ifttere«t8  w^e  treated  with  a  most 
unrelenting  severity.  On  presenting  liis 
daim  to  the  government  here,  several 
promises  were  made  to  him,  that  he  shoalcl 
receive  a  pec«niary  compensation,  and  a 

Sassport  Which  would  protect  him  abroad, 
lome  trifle  had  been  granted  to  him, 
whioh  he  had  commuted  for  300/.  Now, 
was  a  person  who  had  rendered  such  im- 
portant services,  to  remain  almost  starv- 
ing in  the  streets  of  London.  He  was 
satisfied  it  was  a  case  which  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  a  reconsider- 
ation by  gQvernment.  Having  said  thus 
much-  on  the  subject  of  the  petition,  he 
would  offer  a  few  remarks  on  some  recent 
occurrences  in  Italy.  It  was  well  known 
that^  up  to  1813,  it  had  been  the  constant 
poNcy  of  the  government  of  this  country, 
u>  unite  all  the  nations  of  the  continent 
against  the  power  of  Buonaparte.  No 
pains  or  expense  were  spared  to  induce 
the  powers  of  the  several  countries  to 
throw  -off  the  yoke  of  Napoleon.  But 
amongst  all  those  to  whom  such  offers 
were  made^  there  were  none  to  whom 
greater  inducements  were  held  out  than 
the  Italians.  They  had  severely  felt  the 
iron  yoke  of  Buonaparte ;  but  with  them, 
whatever  were  its  disadvantages,  it  had 
this  effect-*it  gave  a  spirit  of  enterprize 
and  bravery  to  the  inhabitants,  a  great 
portion  of  whom  were  inured  to  arms, 
and  had  become  disciplined  soldiers. 
They  had,  besides,  all  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  fVom  the  encouragement  of 
letters,  and  the  opening  of  so  many 
schools  of  public  instruction.  But  those 
very  circumstances  contributed  to  show 
more  fully  to  many,  the  despotism  under 
vrhich  they  lived,  and  gave  them  a  desire 
to  overthrow  it.  Unfortunately,  however, 
when  the  change  was  made,  their  condi- 
tion was  not  bettered.  Little  or  no  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  their  desire  for  liberty. 
Indeed,  a  report  went  abroad,  that  when 
the  Milanese  applied  in  1814  to  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  to  be  put  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  the  noble  lord  re- 
plied to  them,  that  however  the  liberty 
enjoved  by  this  country  might  be  fitted 
for  It,  it  would  be  unfit  for  the  Italian 
states.  Be  that  as  it  might,  certain  it  was 
that  Italy  was  given  up  to  the  dominion  of 
Austria  almost  without  any  condition. 
To  show  how  likely  the  Italians  were  to 
benefit  by  the  change,  he  would  mention, 
that  all  public  instruction  was  now  pro- 
hibited 10  Italy,  except  such  as  was  given 
bf  the  jtsttiti  and  another  religious  order. 


The  system  of  mutual  instruction,  or 
teaching  in  private  schools,  was  altogether 
abolislied.  The  adoption  of  such  a  sj'sjem 
seemed  as  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Austrian  power,  to  throw  Italy  back  into* 
the  darkness  and  barbarous  ignorance  in 
which  she  was  involved  in  the  middle 
ages.  As  a  proof  of  the  liberal 
principles  upon  which  the  people  of  that 
part  of  the  world  were  governed,  he 
would  mention  a  circumstance  which  had 
recently  come  to  his  knowledge.  Three 
persons  were  lately  condemned  by  the' 
Supreme  Court  of  Justice  at  Turin,  two  of 
them  for  practices  of  an  alleged  treasona- 
ble nature,  but  the  crime  of  the  third  was' 
thus  described  by  the  Court  itself—"  hav- 
ing a  propensity  to  the  constitutional 
system."  Artd  what  did  the  House  think 
was  the  sentence  which  this  High  Court 
of  Justice,  awarded  against  the  person 
having  this  propensity? — that  he  should 
be  sent  to  the  gallies  for  life !  Another 
case  was  that  of  a  marquis,  a  subject  of 
the  papal  territory,  who  was  arrested  at 
Venice  by  order  of  the  Austrian  govern- 
ment, and  his  papers  seized,  and  from 
suspicions  of  his  principles,  created  by 
the  contents  of  those  papers,  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  death ;  but  this  punishment  was 
commuted  to  ten  years  imprisonment.' 
To  form  some  idea  of  the  humanity  of 
this  commutation,  he  would  only  mention, 
that  the  imprisonment  was  to  be  in  a  soli- 
tary cell,  loaded  with  irons,  deprived  of 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  of  all  communi- 
cation with  his  friends,  and  allowed  to 
walk  in  the  open  air  for  only  half  an  hour 
every  day.  This  unfortunate  nobleman, 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  sentence,  had  a 
young  wife  and  two  children ;  the  wife  at 
the  same  time  very  near  her  confinement. 
These  were  some  of  the  blessings  of  that 
liberal  system  by  which  Austria  governed 
those  whom  this  country  had  helped  to 
put  into  her  power !  But  her  cruelty  was 
not  confined  to  her  own  dominions ;  for 
she  had  contrived,  that  the  unfortunate 
persons  who  had  taken  refuge  at  Geneva, 
after  the  revolution  of  the  last  year,  should 
be  driven  from  thence;  and  they  were 
wandering  about  without  a  home  or  a 
country,  to  which  to  look  for  protection. 
These  were  some  of  the  results  of  that 
alliance  against  the  liberty  of  man,  which 
had  been  blasphemously  called  "holy.'* 
Was  this  a  system  to  which  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  ought,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  to  lend  its  support.  Ought 
we^  by  any  aid  or  countenancci  to  sane- 
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iion  attempts  which  were  thus  daily  made 
to  put  aa  end  to  civil  liberty,  and  to  ex* 
tio^ish  the  light  of  freedom  in  Europe? 
Mr.  fVilmoi  thought  the  noble  lord  had 
overlaid  his  case,  by  indulging  In  a  variety 
of  observations  which  had  nothing;  to  do 
with  the  petitioner.  This  question  had 
been  already  fully  debated,  and  the  noble 
lord  would  remember,  that  it  was  never 
pretended  that  captain  Romeo  had  ren- 
dered no  servicef •  It  had,  however,  been 
maintained  that  his  services  had  been 
duly  remunerated.  It  was  to  be  remem^ 
bered  also,  that  though  captain  Romeo 
might  describe  himself  as  a  principal,  he 
was,  in  fact,  but  a  subordinate  agent. 
For  what  he  had  done  he  had  been  re- 
warded by  a  captain's  appointment  In  a 
Calabrese  corps,  to  consist  of  700  men, 
which  had  never  been  embodied.  When 
the  war  ended^  he  had  beea  dis* 
missed  with  a  gratuity  and  two  months 
pay.  It  was  denied  by  the  Neapolitan 
government,  that  the  transportation  of 
which  captain  Romeo  complained,  was 
the  consequence  of  his  connexion  with 
England ;  and  not  only  was  this  deqied, 
out  the  specific  causes  of  that  step  being 
taken  were  distinctly  stated,  and  a  series 
of  acts  detailed  which  it  had  been  thought 
right  thus  to  visit.  The  noble  lord  stated 
Uiat  which  was  calculated  to  mislead  the 
House  when  he  spoke  of  captain  Romeo 
bavioff  been  arrested  while  wearing  the 
British  uniform.  If  such  were  the  fac^ 
captain  Romeo  was  wearing  that  uniform 
when  he  had  no  right  to  wear  it.  it  was 
said,  that  the  SOOl.  which  captain  Romeo 
hftd  received  was  a  very  inadequate  sum 
to  be  given  in  lieu  of  50/.  per  annum. 
But  it  was  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
50/.  per  annum  was  not  granted  for  life, 
but  only  for  a  certain  period.  Though 
be  had  been  refused  an  English  passport 
for  Naples,  he  had  been  o&red  one  that 
would  have  taken  him  to  Spain  or  any 
country  in  Europe ;  but  the  government 
had  refused  to  give  him  one  which  might 
make  it  appear  that  he  had  any  authority 
from  this  country.  He  had  the  fulleat 
authority  for  stating  that  captain  Romeo 
bad  not  suffered  on  account  of  his  fUtaob* 
ment  to  England.  He  did  not  know  that 
it  was  now  stated,  but  if  not|  it  had  been 
in  a  former  petition,  that  the  captain'a 
property  had  been  confiscated.*  Thia  waa 
not  true.  No  such  confiscation  bad  taken 
place.  His  property,  when  soldt  faidl 
been  sold,  fpr  bis  own  benefit.  He  ahould 
not  object  to  the  petition  bein^  laid  pn 
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the  table;  biito^tainlybecomeivedaaf 
further  proceeding  upon  it  naneceaaary. 

Sir  J*  Mackinioth  aaid,  that  whatever 
doubta  the  hon.  gentleman  might  enler-^ 
tain  upon  the  aubjeot,  the  object  of  bit 
noble  iriend  waa  quite  clear— to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  honour  and  generoaity  of 
the  British  government.  Captain  Bcaneo 
had  renderal  emin^t  aervicea  to  the 
Britiah  army  in  a  moat  daogeroua  aitua^ 
tion ;  and  for  thoae  aervicea  he  had  been 
most  inadequately  rewarded.  It  was  ad- 
mitted that  the  individual  had  rendered 
valuable  services,  the  main  point  can^ 
tended  for  being  that  he  -had  acted,  not 
in  a  principal,  but  in  a  subordinate  eapa« 
city.  Suppoaing  thia  to  have  been  the 
oaae,  reooliecttn^  the  nature  of  the  plot 
which  he  had  diacovered»  the  femunera* 
tion  had  been  wholly  disproportionate. 
On  this  question,  however,  the  hon.  ge»* 
tleman  had  differed  essentially  from  the 
oflScers  at  that  time  in  command  of  the 
British  troops  in  Sicily.  Lord  W.  Ben* 
tinck  had  borne  testimony  to  the  ^  im« 

Krtaot  services  intrusted  to  captain 
»meo  I*  and  general  Maitland  dedared, 
that  '*  it  waa  chiefly  by  meana  of  captain 
Romeo  that  auch  evidence  waa  idHained 
aa  connteraoted  the  miaebief  whioh  tho 
open  enemiea  and  treacheroua  fri^ida  of 
the  British  army  were  plotting  against  it." 
General  Campbell's  certificate  waa  equally 
dear  and  decisive.  The  conspiracy  dia- 
covered  by  captain  Romeo  was  of  a  moat 
formidable  kmd.  The  very  ringleadera 
of  it  were,  nevertheleaa,  at  this  moment 
enjoying  the  fiivour  of  tl^  court  of  Na«^ 
plea ;  nay,  the  hon.  gentleflMn  waa  tooi 
well  acquainted  with  facta  to  deny  that  it 
had  reached  even  the  councila  and  the* 
family  of  the  king  of  Naplea.  After  the 
detection  of  such  a  system  of  the  Uaokeat 
treachery,  was  it  worthy  of  a  great  and 
generous  nation  to  talk  of  an  anonity  of 
sol.  as  an  adequate  compensation  for  auch 
a  disdosure  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  had, 
however,  denied  that  captain  Romeo  waa 
exiled  and  his  property  confiscated  on 
account  of  thia  aiacovery ;  end  hia  aaaer- 
tion  waa  founded  upon  information  ob» 
tained  from  Naplea.  TUa  waa  nothing 
leaa  than  calling  upon  the  coontrj  to  dia^ 
credit  the  aaaertiooa  of  four  gallant  Bri« 
tiah  officera  on  the  authority  of  the  pie- 
aent  Neapditan  mintttera,  who  weie 
themadvea  conapiralora  againat  the  Bri- 
.tiah  araay.  It  was  alcaiige,  iadeed*  to 
laatitnte  auch  a  comfmmofk  any  whuttp 
but  it  wni  unnatural  «nd  leeoaiffoiia  lo 
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attenpt  it  ia  «  Bridth  Hotiae  of  Com- 
moDS.  He  wai  anxious,  for  the  character 
of  the  couBtryt  that  this  atigma  shonld 
be  wiped  away ;  and  he  took  this  mode 
€if  pressing  upon  the  king's  government, 
that  it  well  became  the  rank  and 
reputation  which  Great  Britain  held 
among  the  nations  of  the  werld»  to  give 
this  gentleman  a  reward  more  adequate 
to  the  suffieringB  he  had  eadured,  and  the 
services  he  bad  rendered*  Surelj  his 
ekile  aad  his  poverty,  both  occasioned  by 
his  attachment  to  this  country,  were  no 
reasons  fiw  taking  advantage  <u  his  wants 
aad  his  powerlessness*  It  was  of  course 
to  be  expected  thai  the  Neapolitan  go- 
vernment would  insist  that  the  charge  on 
which  the  property  of  captain  Romeo  had 
been  seised,  was  unconnected  with  the 
discoveries  he  had  made  in  Sicily :  but 
the  four  British  generals  were  satisfied 
that  he  had  been  persecuted  solely  for 
the  services  he  rendered  to  this  country. 
It  was  unquestionably  better,  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  to  err  on  the  side  of  li- 
berality, than  to  allow  it  to  be  supposed 
throughout  Europe,  that  the  jBritish 
nation  had  been  guilty  of  a  piece  of  such 
miserable  penuriouaness. 

Mr.  GMiUum  was  fully  convinced,  that 
captain  Romeo  had  received  a  reward 
adequate  to  the  nature  of  the  services  he 
had  performed.  Comparing  his  claims 
with  those  of  other  inaividuals,  and  the 
remuneration  he  had  obtained  with  what 
had  been  granted  to  them,  there  waa  no 
disproportion  calling  for  the  interposition 
of  ihe  House.  Tlw  reward  assigned  to 
him  was  that  of  a  subordinate  agent,  and 
te  those  of  higher  rank  little  more  had 
been  given,  although  thev  were  more 
importantly  concerned,  and  had  stronger 
testirooniafs  in  their  favour.  It  was  to 
be  observed,  that  whUe  captain  Romeo 
was  with  the  army,  employed  in  collecting 
and  giving  information,  he  received  his 
regular  pay ;  but,  long  subsequent  to  the 
termioatioB  of  these  transactions,  lie  made 
a  demand  for  losses  sustained  to  the 
extent  of  i^SOOl.  Was  it  to  be  supposed 
,  that  the  general  officers  commandiog  the 
British  army  would  not  have  regmady 
allowed  and  paid  these  demands  as  they 
occurred,  had  they  reall v  arisen  ?  Tbey 
had  not  done  so;  and  the  infereooe, 
therefore,  was  strongly  against  theiuslioe 
of  the  dmms.  With  regard  to  the  an- 
ndty  of  M.  a-year,  it  was  to  be  rccok- 
leoted,  diat  it  was  in  no  respect  certain 
or  permanent,  and  when  he  (Mr.  O.) 


fixed  upon  80M.  as  the  price  of  it,  when 
captain  Romeo  wished  to  leave  tfaia 
country,  he  had  deemed  it  an  ample 
commutation.  Having  received  the 
money,  a  difficulty  arose  about  tlie  pass- 
port, captain  Romeo  insisting  that  he 
ought  te  receive  such  a  passport  as  was 
only  aiven  to  British  subjects.  If  he  had 
intended  to  break  off  the  negotiation  upon> 
this  ffround,  it  would  have  been  proper 
that  he  should  first  have  returned  the 
money.  Every  possible  (aciKty,  as  far  as 
respected  a  paseport,  was  offered,  had 
captain  Romeo  wished  either  to  go  to 
France  or  Spain ;  and  a  passage  to  Malta 
was  offered  to  him.  He  believed  diat 
captain  Romeo  had  not  been  banished  on 
account  of  the  transactions  in  Sicily,  and 
that  his  pronerty  had  not  been  confiscated.^ 
He  believed  this,  not  on  the  testimony  of 
the  Neapolitan  mipisters,  but  upon  inform 
mation  obtained  firom  the  British  ambas- 
sador. Under  all  the  circumstances,  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  this  government  had 
dealt  honourably,  justly,  and  generously 
by  the  petitioner. 

Sir  R.  JVilson  said,  that  several  indhri- 
duals  had  been  arrested  and  put  to  death 
for  treason  in  Sicily,  in  consequence  of 
the  discovery  b  v  captain  Romeo  of  a  con- 
spiracy, the  object  of  which  was  the 
destruction  of  the  British  army.  He 
would  ask,  whether  the  frustrating  of  a 
conspiracy,  which  had  justified  the  exe- 
cution of  the  head  of  the  police,  did  not 
call  for  a  larger  recompense  than  SOO/.  ? 

Mr.  HfitMnifm  asaed,  whether  anr 
case  at  all  parallel  could  be  mentionedl, 
where  the  remuneration  was  so  insignifi* 
cant?  Captain  Romeo  had  endured  an 
imprisonment  of  five  months,  and  was  then 
banished  to  Egypt ;  and,  after  his  pro- 
perty in  Calabna  had  been  confiscated, 
ne  was  rewarded  for  all  he  had  done  and 
undergone  by  a  wretched  pittance  of  50/. 
a  year  1  This,  too,  after  the  unequivocal 
testimony  in  his  favour,  contradicted  only 
l^  what  our  ambassador  had  been  able  to 
collect  from  the  ministry  at  Naples. 
When  captain  Romeo  eomplaloed  to 
ministers,  what  had  they  done?  They 
had  referred  him  back  to  that  government' 
from  which  he  had  previously  received 
the  moat  cruel  treatment.  How  did  bw 
prove  his  case  7  Bytfiebestofallevidsnce 
-*«die  evidence  of  British  officers.  After 
remaining  here  for  some  time,  he  de* 
.maodcd  a  passport,  te  enable  Mm  to 
return  to  Naples ;  because,  at  that  period, 
the  friends  of  liberty  were  at  the  helm  of 
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the  Neapolitan  garerDment.  Ministers 
refused  to  give  him  the  passport  he  sought 
for.  The  noble  marquis  gave ,  him  a 
passport  to  Malta,  and  left  him  to  make 
his  way  from  that  island  in  the  best 
manner  he  could.  The  conduct  which 
had  been  exercised  towards  him  was, 
throughout,  one  continued  tissue  of  de- 
ceit. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said^  that 
his  view  of  the  foots  of  the  case,  which 
he  had  detailed  on  former  occasions,  had 
not  been  in  the  slightest  degree  altered 
by  any  thing  that  had  occurred  that 
evening.  One  thing  at  least  he  was  glad 
to  observe  on  this  occasion ;  namely,  that 
the  character  of  a  police  officer  was  more 
agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, when  he  performed  his  functions 
abroad,  than  when  be  was  called  on  to 
execute  them  at  home.  There  appeared 
to  be  quite  a  rush  of  gentlemen  anxious 
to  speak  in  favour  of  that  character. 
Coptain  Romeo  was  an  officer  of  that 
description,  and,  it  was  alleged,  had  per- 
formed services,  under  the  observation  of 
those  military  officers,  whose  names  had 
that  night  been  quoted.  He  complained 
that  his  services  had  not  been  requited ; 
but  he  would  satisfy  the  house  that  captain 
Romeo  had  not  been  treated  harshly  by 
this  government.  Now,  much  as  he  re- 
spected lord  W.  Bentinck,  and  disinterested 
as  he  believed  the  declaration  of  general 
Campbell,  to  have  been,  still  it  was  evident 
that  their  statement  was  not  founded  on 
inquiry,  but  was  rather  matter  of  opinion. 
Opposed  to  th^ir  representation,  was  the 
statement  of  sir  W.  A*Court,  the  English 
ambassador  at  Naples,  who  had  thoroughly 
investigated  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case;  and,  from  all  ;the  information  he 
could  obtain,  he  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  statements  laid  before  the 
British  government  by  captain  Romeo 
were  not  well  founded.  He  learned  that 
captain  Romeo  had  sustained  no  persecu- 
tion, and  that  he  had  been  removed  from 
Calabria  on  account  of  acts  which  he  had 
done  subsequently  to  the  British  troops 
being  in  possession  of  Sicily.  Now,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  this  govern- 
ment was  to  demand  protection  for 
captain  Romeo,  against  the  consequences 
of  any  acts  to  which  he  was.  a  party  after 
the  British  troops  had  evacuated  Sicily. 
Sir  W.  A'Court  had  examined  all  the  facts 
minutely,  and  was  d^idedly  opposed  to 
general  Campbell.  The  latter  gave  a 
iQose  opinioni  that  he  believed  this  indivi- 
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dual  had  been  treated  harshly  on  aocoimt 
of  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the. 
British  troops.  This  was  strenuously 
denied  by  sir  W.  A'C^urt.  With  respect 
to  the  reward  being  inadequate  to  the 
services  of  captain  Romeo,  he  would  ob-^ 
serve,  that  such  a  charge  applied  solely 
to  the  officers  in  question,  lord  W.  Ben-, 
tinck,  and  general  Campbell.  And  he 
must  be  allowed  to  say,  that,  of  all  the- 
errors  they  could  possibly  commit,  want 
of  liberality  to  those  who  had  rendered- 
service  to  the  British  army  was  the  least 
probable.  Now,  if  they  had  conceived 
that  captain  Romeo  was  not  properly 
paid,  they  had  the  military  chest  at  their, 
command,  and  lord  W.  Bentinck  had* 
only  to  draw  for  any  sum  which  appeared 
to  be  proper  to  meet  those  claims  of  ser- 
vice. Captain  Romeo  left  the  police  of 
the  army,  and  resided  in  the  Neapolitan 
dominions  after  the  British  troops  left: 
Sicily;  and  it  was  not  till  two  or  three 
years  sul^sequently  that  he  removed  from 
those  dominions.  It  was  said,  that  he 
could  not  have  made  his  claim  on  this 
government  sooner,  because  he  had  been 
sent  to  Egypt ;  but  the  fiact  was,  that  he 
remained  for  a  considerable  time  in  hia- 
own  country,  and  did  not  apparently  think 
of  coming  here.  At  length,  he  came 
forward  with  a  claim  for  2^6001.,  which 
sum,  he  said,  he  had  laid  out  in  the 
service  of  the  British  government.  He 
was  asked  for  particulars:  and  then  it 
appeared,  on  his  showing,  that  the  greater 
part  of  this  monisy  was  given  to  the  mis- 
tress of  a  French  general,  for  extricating 
him  from  prison ;  but,  was  it  not  extra- 
ordinary that  he  did  not  carry  his  claim 
to  the  officers  under  whose  observation 
he  was  said  to  have  performed  certain 
services  ?  Besides,  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  how  an  officer  of  police,  attached  to 
the  army,  and  on  a  very  small  scale  of 
pay,  could  procure  so  large  a  sum  of 
money  and  keep  its  expenditure  a  secret 
from  lord  W.  Bentinck  and  general 
Campbell,  although  that  expenditure  was 
on  account  of  the  British  government. 
Surely,  if  these  officers  were  convinced 
that  such  a  sum  had  actually  been  ex- 
pended on  account  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, they  would  have  taken  proper 
cognizance  of  it.  But,  when  captain 
Romeo  came  here  and  made  his  state- 
ment, he  could  not  avoid  looking  at  his 
case  as  a  very  weak  one.  If  he  said  any 
thing  unpleasant  to  captain  Rofneo's 
feelings,  he  was  sorry  for  it ;  but  his  own 
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coeduct '  had  forced  it  frdtn  him*     He 

'  could  -  not  think  of  going  beyond  the 

*  usual  scale  of  reward  on  an  occasion  like 

.this;   and   to  give  a  reward  to  captain 

Romeo— which  it  was  impossible  to  gene- 

.Vaiize,  would  be  exceedingly  unfair.    If 

he  had  a  just  claim,  which  was  not  paid 

in  Italy,  he  could  only  attribute  the  cir- 

cucnstance  to  some  extraordinary  oversight 

on  the  part  of  captain  Romeo.    Either 

he  bad  forgotten  to  bring  this  charge  of 

2,500^  forward,  or  else  the  officers  who 

had  been  so  often  mentioned  neglected  to 

'iovestigateit;  and  the  latter  proposition 

he  could  not  credit.    As  to  the  reward 

which  had  been  conferred  here,  his  right 

•hon.  friend  had  made  out  an  unanswerable 

•case  in  proof  of  its  suffidency. 

Mr.  Hume  ssid,  the  ground  which  the 
noble  lord  took  last  year,  when  this  sub- 
ject was,  iotroducea  to  the  House,  was 
diametrically  opposite  to  that  on  which 
he  depended  this  night.  He  (  Mr.  Hume  ) 
had  contended  last  year,  and  would  still 
contend,  that  captain  Romeo  performed 
certain  services  of  a  most  important  nature, 
at  the  time  the  British  troops  were  in 
possession  of  Sicily.  That  &ct  was  not 
denied;  but  the  noble  marquis  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  both  contended, 
that  there  was  no  claim  for  remuneration. 
How  stood  the  case  ?  This  individual  had 
performed  services  which  the  authorities 
which  had  been  quoted  declared  to  have 
been  useful ;  and  he  demanded  a  recom- 
pense for  those  services.  Ever^  person 
who  at  that  time  entered  the  Britisn  ser- 
vice in  Sicily  had  the  pledge  of  the  British 
government,  that  they  would  be  protected 
frote  the  government  of  Naples.  Under 
•this  pledge,  captain  Romeo  proceeded  to 
Naples,  where  he  was  arrested  and  lost 
liis  property;  and  on  account  of  that 
loss,  he  applied  to  this  government  for 
relief.  Last  year,  when  he  stated  these 
facts,  the  noble  marquis  read  a  letter  from 
sir  W.  A'Court,  in  which  he  stated, 
**  that  captain  Romeo,  after  being  arrested 
under  the  charge  of  committing  some 
4>ffence  against  the  Neapolitan  govern- 
•ment,  had;  escaped  from  prison."  At  that 
time,  he  (Mr.  H.)  happened  to  have  in 
•his  possession,  a  letter  from  the  Swedish 
r^onaul,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  he 
Jiad  given  captain  Romeo  a  passport  to 
^o  to  Egypt,  by  direction  of  the  Neapo- 
jitati  government.  This  was  the  escape 
which  captain  Romeo  had  effected ;  and, 
mhen  one  of  the  noble  lord's  facts  )f  as  so 
grossly  erroneous^  it  might  be  inferred^ 


that  others  were  equally  incorrect. 
Captain  Romeo  was  tried  and  condemned 
to  death,  on  account  of  his  fidelity  to  the 
British  government.  In  this  emergency, 
he  had  recourse  to  bribery  to  save  his  life, 
and  the  sum  of  2,500/.  was  given  to  the 
mistress  of  a  French  geneiSl,  in  order 
to  effect  that  object.  Captain  Romeo 
was  afterwards  carried  away  from  Italy 
by  force,  and  he  was  left  entirely  destitute 
in  a  foreign  country.  With  much  diffi- 
culty he  got  to  Malta,  and  he  came  as 
soon  as  possible  from  Malta  to  this  coun- 
try. His  case  was  represented  to  the 
British  government,  and  SOL  a  year  were 
granted  to  him,  as  a  temporary  allowance, 
pending  the  decision  of  his  claims.  At 
length,  tired  out  by  the  delays  of  office, 
he  wished,  when  a  ravourable  opportunity 
presented  itself,  to  be  landea  in  Italy, 
under  the  protection  of  a  British  passport. 
The  government  was  pledged  to  grant 
him  such  a  passport  as  he  demanded ;  but 
the  Foreign  office  refused  to  comply  with 
his  request.  His  case  was  altogether  one 
of  great  hardship.  In  his  opinion,  captain 
Romeo  ought  to  have  an  allowance  for 
life.  Of  this  he  was  sure,  that  ministers 
frequently  gave  the  public  money  away 
to  much  less  deserving  objects. 

Mr.  Forbes  thought  this  was  a  case 
which  deserved  the  attention  of  the  British 
government.  There  was  one  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  situation  of 
captain  Romeo,  which  he  begged  leave  to 
mention,  that  if  it  were  not  true,  ministers 
might  contradict  it,  and  set  the  poor 
man's  mind  at  ease.  He  was  at  present 
under  the  greatest  apprehension  that  he 
would  be  arrested  under  the  Alien  act, 
and  sent  out  of  the  country.  On  Friday 
last,  some  persons,  who  stated  themselves 
to  be  police  officers,  had  called  at  the 
house  m  which  he  rented  a  mis^rabl& 
garret  at  the  rate  of  44.  a  week,  and.  de- 
clared that  they  were  sent  to  arrest  hinu 
He  (Mr.  F.)  had  assured  him  it  was  im- 
possible that  those  persons  <  could  have 
been  employed  for  that  purpose;  but  he 
was  most  anxious  to  have  the  fact  officially 
stated.  This,  he  thought,  was  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  ministers  were 
penny-wise,  as  compared  with  others  in 
which  they  were  pound  foolish.  He  had 
been  assured  that  a  large  pension  had 
recently  been  conferred  on  the  lady  of  a 
meritorious  general  officer.  He  would 
not,  however,  state  the  ciircumstances  at 
present,  which  he  .  certainly  would,  if 
captain  Romeo's  case  vfere  neglected. 
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He  bad  given  up  his  pension  of  SOl^  for 
the  trIfliDg  sam  of  90(M.,  when  an  oppor- 
ttinitj  to  go  abroad  had  offered  ittelf  to 
btm.  That  pension  of  SOL  should,  at 
leasts  be  restored,  to  prevent  him  from 
starving  in  the  streets.  Was  it  consistent 
with  Bridsh  liberality  to  refuse  him  an 
adequate  provision,  when  three  British 

generals  bore  witness  to  his  services  f  He 
ad  not  six-pence  in  his  pocket  at  pre- 
sent. A  subscription  for  his  relief  had 
been  set  on  foot  some  time  ago,  to  which 
several  respectable  ffentlemen  affixed  their 
names ;  but  he  had  not  experienced  the 
same  liberality  which  had  distinguished 
other  subscriptions* 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  he 
feared  the  credulity  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  been  imposed  upon.  With  respect 
to  an  order  for  sending  this  person  out  of 
the  country  under  tho  Alien  act,  tlie 
alarm  was  totally  groundless.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  mention  the 
case  to  which  he  alluded,  and  which  he 
seemed  to  hold  oat  as  a  threat  for  extort- 
ing a  favourable  reception  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  lie  would  then  ask, 
whether  a  pension  of  SOOL  per  annum 
had  not  been  lately  settled  upon  lady 
Torrens,  the  wife  of  sir  H.  Torrens.  It 
bad  been  stated  to  him,  that  that  gallant 
general  had  some  time  ago  resigned  the 
situation  which  he  held,  and  tSken  one 
with  less  duties  and  an  inferior  salary, 
and  that»  in  consequence,  a  pension  to 
the  amount  he  had  stated,  had  been 
granted  to  lady  Torrens. 

Mr.  Arbuthnxd  said,  it  was  certainly 
true  that  a  pension  had  been  mnted  to 
lady  Torrens.  It  was  in  the  knowledge 
of  Uie  House  that  thedispostd  of  pensions 
to  a  certain  amount  formed  a  part  of  the 
cdnstitutiond  power  of  the  Crown.  Sir 
H.  Torrens  was  well  known  to  the  coun- 
try; and  be  thought  that  a  pension 
granted  to  his  lady,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  hie  services^  would  never  be  considered 
an  itnt>roper  exercBe  of  the  rdyal  prero^ 
gAtiVe. 

Lord  J.  RuiiM  thought  that  the  testis 
inoi^  of  the  British  generals  ought  to 
outweigh  that  of  ihe  Neapolitan  govern^ 
meat.  He  was  quite  sure  that  thego^- 
l^emm^ht  could  have  no  intention  of 
enforcing  the  provisioni  of  the  Allen  act 

S;aiost  the  petitioner;  and  he  did  hope 
at  they  would  reoonsitler  his  case. 
The  Mar^is  of  Lohd&nderrw  aaid,  it 
was  axtraordtnary,  if  there  had  been  so 
Utfge  iua  outlay^  as  %aOOL  that  captain 


Orintmce  EsHmaies.  [  tSf4 

Borneo  should  not  have  brought  ferwasd 
Im  dauns  hi  1818  and  1819.  It  was  the 
last  thing  that  would  have  entered  his 
mhid  to  apply  die  Alien  act  to  the  present 


The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ordnanox  Estimates.]  The  order 
of  the  day  was  read  for  going  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  to  consider  further 
of  the  Ordnance  Estimates.  On  the 
question,  «<That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair,*' 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  he  should  take  that 
opportunity  of  doinff  what  he  had  done 
last  session;  namely,  of  directing  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  particular 
item  in  the  Ordnance  Estimates,  which 
ought  not  to  be  included  in  them.  He 
alluded  to  a  sum  of  4,67(W.  14s.  6i.  in- 
cluded in  these  Estimates,  flnr  the  repair 
of  the  fortifications  of  Barbadoes.  Now, 
the  House  must  be  aware,  tliat  there  was 
a  fund  expressly  provided  for  this  pur- 
pose, by  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1669, 
imposing  a  duty  of  4^  per  cent  on  cerum 
colonial  produce,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  furnishing  a  fund  for  repaiiing  the  fbnift- 
cationa  of  the  island.  Instead  of  being 
applied^  ho#ever,  to  thia  purposci  the 
fltind  had  been  divided  in  pensions  among 
persons  of  the  higher  orders,  including 
gentletnen,  ladiesi  and  children.  The 
act  of  I66S  had  b^en  solemnly  recognised 
by  the  act  of  1st  of  Anne,  and  directions 
were  then  given  by  the  Queen,  for  ap- 
plying the  mnd  forthwiih  to  the  purpose 
for  mich  it  was  raised.  All  this  was 
admitted  to  be  true,  and  the  only  answer 
attempted  to  be  given  was^  thst  it  had 
become  the  practice  to  give  away  the 
money  to  people  of  fashion.  He'really 
thought  it  high  time  to  abolish  this  prac- 
tice. When  Ae  country  was  labouring 
under  the  greatest  distress  t  when  the 
sovereign  had  Ml  the  neceisity  of  giving 
apa  portion  of  his  income;  when  thev 
were  waging  war  with  cldrks,  in  the  bilK 
now  passing  threogh  the  House^  for  the 
seJce  of  reducing  tlie  public  expendi^^ 
tute,  it  was  too  much  to  call  upon  the 
people  of  this  country  to  pay  a  sum  of 
4,670^.  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  Uie 
fortifications  in  Barbadoes,  when  there 
was  a  num  provided  by  act  of  parliament 
for  this  express  purpose,  wluch  sum  was 
admitted  to  be  given  away  in  pensions 
and  sinecures  to  persons  of  the  higher 
orders^  It  was  his  intention  to  bring  fbr^ 
ward  a  qiedfic  anotioA  ea  this  aobjeni 
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after  the  Inritdays ;  but  be  ooold  not  lei 
pass  tbii  oppoctanity  of  moving^  **  That 
It  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
examine  whether  the  duties  of  4f  per 
cent,  raised  in  the  Island  of  Bacbadoes, 
are  adequate  to  discharge  the  sum  of 
4ffi70l»  14tf.  6d.  which  is  comprised  in  the 
Ordnance  Estimates  of  the  preseot  vear, 
for  repairs  of  Forts  in  the  said  Island.^' 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  it 
was  certainly  compet^t  to  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  to  make  the  present  motion,  with 
a  view  of  entering  his  protest  against 
the  principle  of  the  particular  vote  on  the 
Journals*  He  thought,  however,  it  would 
be  more  convenient,  both  to  the  hon* 
gentleman  and  to  the  House,  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  now,  but  to  reserve  his 
observations  till  the  particular  vote  came 
before  the  committee  in  the  estimates,  or 
when  he  brought  forward  his  promised 
motion  on  the  subject. 

Mr*  Hun$e  said,  that  the  instruction 
ought  in  all  fairness  to  be  allowed  by  the 
noble  lord.  It  was  onl^  to  the  extent  of 
deiitiag  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
it.  The  committee  could  dispose  of  it  as 
they  might  think  proper.  On  Uiat  ground 
be  should  oppose  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  Gou&um  said,  that  the  committee 
of  supply  might  leave  out  a  particulat 
vote ;  but  it  was  not  within  its  province 
to  divide  upon  a  general  question  of  colo- 
nial policy. 

The  House  divided:  For  the  Instruc- 
tion, 32 ;  gainst  it,  62. 

List  of  the  Minority 

Beraal,  R.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Blake,  sir  F.  '  Phillips,  O. 

Belgrave,  lord  Phillips,  G.  R. 

Banett,  S.  B.  M.  Ricaido,  D. 

Butterwortk,  J.  Smith,  hon.  B. 

Davies,  eoU  Western,  C. 
FergussoD,  sir  R.  C.       Williams,  W. 

Kennedy,  T.  F.  Whitbread,  S. 

Jervoise,  G.  P.  Wilson,  sir  R. 
James,  W.  tellers. 

Leycester;  R.  Creevey,T. 

Martin,  J.  Hume,  J. 
Monck,  J.  B; 

The  House  having  resdved  itsdf  into 
the  committee, 

Mr.  Ward  proceeded  to  move  the 
Ordnance  Estimates.  The  sum  required 
was  1,244,000{.  The  grant  was  composed 
of  fiva  divisionfr— the  ordinary,  the  ex- 
traordinary, the  uniurovided-for  estfieaises, 
and  th^superannuations,  civil  and  militarv. 
The  charge  upon  the  first  was  473,^36/1, 
being  l^^wC  less  tbaa  last  year ;  upon 
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the  second,  it  was  29%744L,  beina  Sl,69Qti 
morei   than   last  year.    The    third    was 
9,8841.,    bein^   30,457/.   less   than   last 
year.  The  military  superannuations,  every 
diarge  inclusive,  were  6,048/.  more  than 
last  year,  being  319,751/. :   and  the  civil 
superannuations  gave  also  an  increase  of 
9,325/.,  being  51,552^;  but  the  rise  in 
the  twQ  last  items  was  necessarily  conse* 
quent  upon  the  diminutions  in  the  body 
of  the  estimates,  seeing  that  those  diminu* 
Kions  arose  out  of  r^uction  of  offices* 
The  article  of  Ireland  was  96,629/.  being 
15,207/.  less  than  last  year;  and  the  total 
charge  amounted  to  1,244,000/. :   deduct 
a  presumed  credit  of  44,000/.  for  sales  of 
old  stores,  lands,  buildings,  &c.,  and  the 
sum  to  be  voted  was  1,200,000/.,  which 
was  a  larger  vote  by  105,000/i  than  the 
vote  of  last  year ;  but  as  the  credit  taken 
this  year,  44,000/.,  was  188,000/.  less  than 
that  of  last  year,  232,000/.,  the  actual 
difterence  between  the  Ordnance  expendi^ 
ture  of  1821  and  1822  was  a  saving  in  the 
present  year  of  83|000^-^Havine  stated, 
then,  the  amount  of  reduction,  nis  next 
object  was,  to  show  the  committee  how 
that  reduction  had  been  e&cted.    It  had 
been  obtained  upon  two  branches — both 
upon  the  civil  and  the  military  depart* 
ments — aud  the  saving  was  chiefly  in  the 
ordinary  estimate;  upon  the  extraordinarr, 
indeed,  there  was  an  excess,  which  would 
be  accounted  for.   The  right  hon..oentie^ 
man  then  went  into  a  detail  of  dnaagea 
which  had  been  effiscted.    By  the  reduce 
tion  of  offices  m  the  Tower  and  in  Pall* 
mall  establishments,  there  was  a  real  saving 
(upon  a  charge  of  43,000/.  in  the  last 
year)  of  6,200/.  in  the   present;    the 
nommal  saving  was  7,000/^  but  a  portion 
of  it  was  crated  by  transfers  from  the 
ordinary  to   the  extraordinanr;   on  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Tower  and 
Pall-mall,  there  was  also  a  diminution  of 
1,900/.    There  was  a  further  deduction, 
upon  all  situations  at  home  and  abroad  of 
7,381/.;   but  that  sum,  thoush  reduced 
upon  the  division  *^  ordinary,*' was  not  an 
entire  saving  upon  the  totsl  of  estimate. 
In  the  article  of  ordinary  repairs  there  was 
a  decrease  of  2,300/. :    the  whple  amount 
of  saving  upon  the  civil  ordinary  expendi« 
ture  would  be  94343/. ;  that  sailing  arose 
out  of  the  reduction  of  ol^ces,  persoes  in 
offices,  and  salaries  of  persons  m  offices; 
and,  when  the  committee  heard  that  the 
number  of  persons  employed  in  the  civil 
service  was  more  than  100  out  of  500 
less  in  the  present  year  than  in  tbe  last» 
4  M 
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thej  would  confess  that  governmeDt  had 
vol  be?n  idle  in  its  retrenchments.'  NoW| 
the  number  of personsin  the  civil  Ordnance 
department,  from  the  master-general  to 
the  lowest  clerk,  being  885  (in  the  last 
year  they  had  been  500),  if  that  state 
were  compared  with  the  state  of  1792, 
the   difference   would  appear  to*  be  in 
favour  of  the  present  year ;   the  number 
in  1792,  independent  of  Ireland  and  the 
many  colonies  since  added  to  this  coun* 
try  by  conquest,  was  859 ;  and,  allowing 
for  those  then  non-existent  services  55$ 
the  number  would  become  414,  being  a 
balance  of  29  In  favour  of  the  year  1B22. 
The  committee  would  believe  that  great 
pains  and  attention  had  been  requisue  to 
eSeet  such  reductions.  It  was  an  irksome 
duty  for  the  head  of  a  department  to  re- 
duce the  emoluments  of  persons  who  had 
long  been  in  office:   and  nothmg  but  an 
absolute  sense  of  duty  to  the  House  and 
to  the  country  could  have  enabled  such 
officers  to  go  as  far  as  they  had  gone. 
The  right  hon.  member  then  proceed 
to    observe  upon   his  having  promised 
many  of  the  savings  effected  in  his  address 
upon  the  estimates  of  last  year.  It  micht, 
perhaps,  be  asked  why  the  reductions  had 
not  at  once  taken  place  last  year,  or  even 
before.  Thetruth  was,  that  the  redactions 
had  then  been  in  contemplation ;  but  it 
was  not  the' work  of  a  moment  to  judge 
of  their  probable  convenience  or  effect 
The  master-general   had,  in   fact,  con* 
templated  a  total  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  civil  offices  of  his  department: 
he  wished  to  reduce  the  expensive  offices 
of  the  derks  of  the  cheque,  and  the  clerks 
of  the  survey';  and,  after  looking  himself 
oorapletely  through   the   subject,   after 
having  had  the  constitution  and  almost 
the  particolar  detail  of  every  duty  lidd 
before  him,  he  had  resolved  to  make  an 
arrangement  for  die  reduction  of  those 
offices.  The  right  hon.  member  then  went 
into  a  description  of  the  course  by  which 
the  business  of  the  cheque  and  survey  was 
proposed  to  be  carried  on.    A  still  more 
considerable  reduction  than  that  at  pre- 
sent effiK:ted  was  contemplated  as  years 
elapsed.    The   masiter-general  was    un- 
willing to  take  more  from  men  who  had 
been,  some  thirty  and  some  fifty  yters  m 
their  situations,  than  the  per  centage  de^ 
ducted  from  all  civil  offices  through  the 
state ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  holding  of  the 
present  incumbenU  expired,  fresh  officers, 
at  reduced  rates  of  salary  would  be  ap- 
point4>d ;  and  the  amount  of  civil  expendi- 
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ture,  DOW  standing  at  180,(XXM*,  would 
probably  sink  to  about  75,000<^  It  would 
be  evident  to  the  committee,  that  the 
arrangements  already  stated  would  cast  a 
considerable  increase  of  business  upon  Uie 
board;    but  notwithstanding  that  fiict, 
it    was    farther   in    contemplation     to 
throw  two  great  civil  departments,  which 
had  often  been  observed  upon  in  the 
House — the  barrack  department  and  the 
atorekeeper's  department — under  the  su- 
perintendance   of  the  Ordnance.     The 
scheme  at  present  was  in  its  mfancy,  and 
government  was  not  prepared  to  aay  when 
It  could  take  effisct ;  but,  upon  investiga- 
tion of  the  whole  system,  they  had  come 
to  the  determination,  that  the  master  ge- 
neral of  the  Ordnance,  without  any  super- 
intending officer,  and  merely  by  the  as- 
sistance  of  the    necessary    number    of 
derks,  would  be  enabled  to  perform  the 
duty.    At  the  same  time  he  felt  it  neces-^ 
sary  to  say,  that'  he  only  wished  the  de- 
partments might  be  as  ably  managed  as 
they  were  under  the  gentlemen  who  now 
conducted  them.— He  now  came  to  the 
savings  in  the  military  branch  of  ordinary 
expenditure.    The  committee  would  see 
that  almost  all  the  regular  pay  of  the  mi- 
litary was  charged  upon  die  ordinary  ex- 
penditure; and  he  nad  to  congratulate 
the  comtnitteO  on  this  part  of  his  subject, 
upon   an    improvement  in   the  military 
structure  of  one  portion  of  the  Ordnance 
service,  which  was-  solely  attributable  to 
the  genius  and  activity  of  the  master- 
general.    The  improvement  to  which  he 
alludect  was  one  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  coirps  of  gunner  drivers.    Lord  Mul- 
grave  bad  projected  and  commenced  a 
chanffe  in  the  constitution  of  that  corps, 
but  the  duke  of  Wellington  had  earned 
the  scheme  to  perfection;  and  the  pro- 
posal of  thcf  master-general  was  this---he 
would  cut  away  altogether  the  officers  of 
the  drivers,  and  mix  the  men  in  due  pro« 
portions  in  the  companies  of  artillery.  By 
that  arrangement,  the  drivers  woiud  be 
under  the  immediate  command  and  in* 
spection  of  the  officers  who  fought  the 
guns,  instead  of  standing  as  they  did  at 
present  in  a  kind  of  anomalous  situation, 
commanded  by  one  aet  of  officers  in  bar- 
racks and  stable,  and  by  another  set  in 
the  field;   800  men  (and  100  from  St.  • 
Helena  made  400)  would  be  reduced ; 
and  m  future  all  recruits  would  be  enlisted 
to  serve  as  gunners  as  well  as  drivers, 
which  would  obviate  the  exisdn^  arrange- 
ment of  division  into  two  distinct  corps 
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altogetberb  The  immediate  e&ct  of  the 
aboye  staled  alteratioD  would  be  a  sariDg 
of  the  whole  charge  for  the  drivers, 
17,590/*;  but  as  some  small  addition 
would  be  created  in  the  subsistence  of 
those  regiments  in  battalions  to  which  the 
men  might  be  drafted,  the  nett  reduction 
ought  to  be  stated  perhaps  at  16,000/.  On 
the  estimate  for  the  corps  of  engineers  there 
was  an  increase  since  last  year  of  790^; 
upon  that  for  the  sappers  and  miners  the 
increase  v^as  somethmg  under  100/. ;  the 
total  military  reduction  came  to  16,000/. 
aome  hundreds ;  and  the  military  state, 
therefore,  comparing  the  present  year  with 
theyear  1792,  would  show  a  like  sdyantage 
in  fayour  of  the  present  year :  we  had, 
allowing  for  Ireland  and  the  colonies,  90 
-men  less  employed  than  in  the  ^ear  1792, 
with  Uie  farther  benefit  of  having  now  a 
relief  of  250  on  the  seas  for  the  service 
of.  our  foreign  possessions,  while  in  1792 
we  had  no  relief  at  all.  There  had  been 
a  amall  increase  in  the  ordinary,  by 
transfers  from  the  extraordinary  charge. 
There  was  a  sum  of  2,200/.  for  labourers 
— a  mass  of  labourers  formerly  paid  under 
the  general  head  of  Tower  contingencies, 
being  now  carried  to  account  under  the 
different  heads  of  the  stations  where  they 
were  employed;  there  was  a  further 
charge  for  a  split  item  of  stationery, 
2,700/.,  and  another  of  2,624/.  for  the 
field  train.  Another  charge  transferred 
into  the  ordinary  was  for  derks  in  stores 
upon  the  West  India  stations.  Among 
charges  transferred  into  the  extraordinary 
division,  was  one  considerable  one  of 
16,000/.  for  barrack  furniture :  that  now 
appeared  under  the  general  head  <*  bar- 
racks "  in  the  extraordinary ;  and  there 
were  other  circumstances  which  led  to  an 
excess  in  that  branch  pf  the  expenditure. 
The  first  of  those  articles  was  the  cost  of 
erecting  a  dam  or  sea-bank  at  Demerara. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  colony  would 
eventually  be  able  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  dam ;  and,  in  that  case  govern- 
ment would  repay  the  amount  to  the 
Ordnance  department,  but  at  present  it 
stood  in  the  charge  of  extraordinaries : 
the  whole  cost  of  the  work  was  estimated 
at  about  23,000/. ;  bqt  10,000/.  was  Uken 
as  the  expense  actually  incurred  in  the 
year.— The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
proceeded  to  sute,  that  the  effect  of 
various  articles  contributins  to  swell  the 
extraordinary  charge,  produced  an  ex-: 
cess  upon  that  charge  of  about  21,000/. ; 
and  after  a  few  cursory  remarks  upon  the 


state  of  the  extra  paiy,  he'  dedared  that 
he  thought  it  unnecessary,  unless  called 
upon  by  ouestions  from  hon.  members,  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  committee  wAy 
farther  upon  the  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary branches  of  the  estimate.  He  now- 
came  to  the  unprovided-for  expense ;  and 
there  he  trusted  he  did  not  speak  too: 
confidently  when  he  aaid  that  he  antid-^ 
pated  the  approval  of  the  committee.  The- 
unprovided-for  charge,  which  was  9,884/.' 
in  the  present  year,  had  been  40,341/.  in 
the  last  year,  and  60,000/.  in  some  yebra 
preceding.  Under  the  auspces  of  the 
surveyor-general,  to  whose  intelligence* 
and  activity  the  service  wss  much  in-« 
debted,  a  reduction  in  the  Irish  expendi- 
ture had  also  been  effected  to  the  amount 
of  15,207/.;  the  names  of  the  persons  re- 
duced, and  the  amounts  of  their  salaries^ 
would  be  found  detailed  in  the  estimates*? 
He  sat  down  with  moving,  '<  That 
35,843/.  17#.  8</.  be  granted  for  defraying 
the  sdaries  to  the  master«general,  derks, 
&c.  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Ordnance, 
and  employed  at  the  Tower  and  Pall- 
Mall." 

Mr.  Hume  admitted,  that  the  officers  of 
the  Ordnance  department  had  been  active 
in  their  inquiries,  but  he  was  yet  unsatis- 
fied with  the  quantity  of  reduction  effected. 
He  would  state  his  own  view  of  what  he 
thought  miffht  have  been  done,  and  would 
then  leave  the  committee  to  judge  between 
it  and  that  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  Though  one  or  two  of  the 
changes  which  had  been  cfiected  appeared 
to  him  to  be  likely  to  produce  a  beneficial 
result,  he  thought  that  the  board  for  the 
barrack  department  was  kept  up  at  a  very 
heavy  and  unnecessary  expense ;  and  he 
should  therefore  make  a  motion  to  get 
rid  of  it  altogether.  He  should  submit 
to  the  committee  the  expenses  of  the 
Ordnance  department  at  dififerent  periods^ 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  decide  what  they 
ought  to  be  at  the  present  moment,  by 
comparing  them  with  what  they  hsd  been 
upon  former  occasions.  He  should  take 
the  year  1817  as  one  period,  and  the  rear 
1796  as  the  other,  and  in  his  view  of  the 
Ordnance  expenses  in  those  years  he 
should  leave  out  of  consideration  the 
amount  of  stores,  and  also  the  charges 
not  provided  for  by  parliament.  In  1796, 
the  ordinaries  for  Ireland  amounted  to 
22,000/.— for  Great  Britain  the  ordinaries 
amounted  to  121,000/.,  and  the  extraor- 
dinaries to  156,000/.,  making  a  toUl  of 
399,000/.    In  1817,  the  same  items  formed 


Digitized  by 


<^oogle 


1271]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

atotalofl»2Sl»000L  In  the  years  181S» 
I819>  1820,  and  1821,  the  charge  in- 
oreasedy  and  in  1822  it  amounted  to 
l»244f,00(M.,  being  2,000^.  more  than  it 
was  in  1817*  Though  the  estimates  this 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  of  1817  by 
that  sum,  still  he  would  not  conceal  from 
the  committee  that  the  charges  not  pro« 
vided  for  this  year  were  only  9fiO0l. 
whereas  in  1817  they  were  SO^OOOl.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  talked  much  of 
the  reductions  he  had  made,  end  he  f  Mr. 
H.)  had  consequently  expected  to  near 
of  some  reductions  in  the  estimates  for 
the  sea-senrice  of  the  Ordnance.  In 
1796,  the  estimates  for  that  branch  of  the 
public  senrice  amounted  to  41,000^;  in 
1817,  they  amounted  to  49>O0CM. ;  and  in 
the  present  year,  1822,  they  amounted 
to  SSflOOL  Surely  some  reduction  ought 
to  ha? e  been  effected  on  this  head,  or  at 
least  some  explanation  given  why  none 
bad  been  or  could  be  made.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  also  taken  credit  to 
himself  for  the  reductions  which  had  been 
made  m  the  civil  branches  of  the  Ord- 
nance. After  stating  that  in  1792  the 
number  of  individuals  employed  in  the 
civil  defmrtments  of  the  Ordnance  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  was  only  S85, 
he  had  added  that  the  number  now  em- 
ployed was  not  more  than  414.  There 
were  no  returns  on  the  table  which  enabled 
him  to  say  whether  this  assertion  was 
correct  or  not ;  but  assuming  it  to  be  so, 
lie  would  still  say  that  the  best  way  of 
understanding  the  benefit  produced  by 
those  reductions  would  be  by  examining 
into  the  constitution  of  each  individual 
department.  In  the  year  1796,  the  se- 
cretary to  the  board  had  seven  clerks 
under  him;  in  1821,  he  had  SO  clerks 
under  him ;  and  in  1822,  he  had  23  clerks 
under  him.  Now,  die  committee  would 
observe,  that  here  was  a  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  persons  employed.  He 
would  next  call  upon  it  to  observe  the  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure.  In  1796,  888/. 
was  divided  among  the  7  clerks.  In  1821, 
the  salaries  of  36  clerks,  along  with  their 
gratuides,  amounted  to  10,310/.;  and  in 
the  present  year  a  reduction  of  1,800/. 
was  made  in  that  sum,  by  the  reduction  of 
seven  clerks.  In  1796,  there  were  14 
clerks  under  the  surveyor-general,  at  an 
expense  of  2,020/.  inclusive  of  gratuities. 
In  1821,  S6  clerks,  at  an  expense  of 
10,621/.,  inclusive  also  of  gratuities;  and 
in  the  present  year,  a  reduction  of  1,520/. 
was  effected  by  the  reduction  of  seven 
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clerks.  The  hon.  member  then  pointed 
out  the  increase  in  the  number  of  clerks,, 
and  in  the  expenditure,  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  of  the  principal  storekeeper, 
since  the  year  1796 ;  and  afterwards  de- 
clared that  the  only  department,  in  which 
he  found  the  number  of  persons  employed 
absolutely  reduced,  was  that  over  which 
the  treasurer  of  the  board  presided.  In 
1796,  the  treasurer  had  ten  clerks  under 
him,  at  an  expense  of  1,203/.;  iA  1821,  he 
had  twelve,  at  an  expense  of  3,854/.;  and 
in  the  present  year,  owing  to  four  of  them 
being  reduced,  he  had  only  eight  at  an 
expense  of  2,096/. — He  had  now  pointed 
out  the  great  increase  which  haa  taken 
place  in  the  number  of  persons  empk»yed 
m  four  of  the  dvtl  departments  of  the 
Ordnance;  and  he  could  not  see  how 
there  could  have  been  a  reduction  m  the 
Ordnance  which  had  brought  the  number 
of  persons  employed  to  within  79  of  the 
number  employ^  in  1796,  when  there 
had  been  50  additional  clerks  employed 
in  the  busines  conducted  in  Pall-Mali  and 
the  Tower.  If  that  were  really  the  case, 
the  business  of  the  Ordnance  must  be  most 
unequally  distributed.  He  recollected 
that  it  had  been  asserted  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, that  the  increased  number  of  indi- 
viduals employed  by  the  Ordnance  was 
owing  to  the  increased  number  of  sta- 
tions. Now,  this  turned  out  not  to  be 
the  case,  since  the  increase  appeared  to 
have  only  taken  place  in  the  offices  in 
Pall-Mail  and  the  Tower.  Those  two 
offices,  in  his  opinion,  ou^ht  to  be  conso- 
lidated ;  and  in  that  opinion  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  military  inquiry,  who  had  declared  that 
the  business  of  them  ought  to  be  conduct- 
ed under  one  roof.  The  clerks  of  deli- 
very of  stores  at  the  Tower  and  Woolwich 
ought  to  be  done  away  with ;  or,  instead 
of  there  being  two,  only  one  should  be 
permitted  to  remain.  The  commissioners 
of  military  inquiry  declared  that  the 
Tower  was  far  from  being  a  convenient 
place  for  the  reception  of  stores,  and  re- 
commended that  they  should  be  kept  at 
Woolwich,  where  one  storekeeper  could 
superintend  them  all.  He  must  soy,  that 
he  had  expected  th«t  in  the  list  of  places 
to  be  reduced,  that  of  clerk  of  deliveries 
would  have  been  found.^The  hon.  mem- 
ber then  proceeded  to  discuss  how  far  it 
was  proper  to  have  a  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  Tower  in  time  of  peace.  In  order 
to  show  that  such  an  office  was  unneces** 
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sary,  he  c|iioted  the  declarations  made  by 
lorai  Moira  and  Chatham  before  the  com* 
miiitonert  of  military  inquiry  as  to  its  po- 
ui\ve  inutility.  He  contended,  that  re- 
ductions might  have  been  made  in  the 
dvil  branches  of  the  Ordnance  to  three 
times  the  extent  that  they  had  been  car- 
ried at  present.  Instead  of  there  being 
four  members  of  the  board  of  Ordnance, 
members  of  that  Hoose,  the  commission- 
ers of  military  inquiry  had  recommended 
that  there  should  only  be  two ;  on  the 
ground,  that  their  attendance  in  parlia- 
ment Interfered  with  the  performance  of 
their  other  public  duties.  How  far  the 
carrying  of  that  recommendation  into  ef- 
fect would  be  productive  of  economy,  he 
could  not  tell;  but  this  he  knew,  that 
upon  other  grounds  it  would  be  most  ex- 
pedient ;  for  it  would  prevent  that  full  at- 
tendance of  official  gentlemen,  which  had 
gained  to  ministers  at  least  two-thirds  of 
their  majorities  during'the  present  session. 
After  a  full  consideration  of  the  question, 
he  had  come  to  this  conclusion,  that 
though  reductions  had  been  made  in  the 
offices  in  the  Tower  and  Pall-Mall  to  the 
amount  of  6,000/.  or  7,000/.,  reductions 
might  have  been  made  to  three  times 
the  amount  with  equal  attention  to  the 
service  of  the  country,  had  a  proper  spirit 
of  economy  actuated  his  majesty's  mmis- 
ters.  The  whole  expenditure  of  the 
offices  in  the  Tower  and  P&ll-Mall 
amounted  in  1792  to  18,7%/.;  last  year 
it  amounted  to  65,804^.,  and  it  was  this 
year  short  of  that  sum  by  a  few  thousands. 
After  pointing  out  the  enormous  increase 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  expenditure 
of  this  establishment,  he  said  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partment who  had  reduced  the  salaries  of 
BO  many  inferior  clerks  would  have  been 
equally  well  employed  if  they  had  turned 
their  attention  to  the  reduction  of  their 
own.  If  the  matter-general  had  taken 
1,000/.  a  year  from  his  own  salary,  many  of 
those  who  had  suffered  by  his  retrenchments 
would  have  borne  their  fate  with  greater 
satisfaction.  The  master-general's  salarv 
was  S,175/.  a  year,  so  that  he  could  well 
have  spared  1,000/.  from  it.  The  lieut.- 
general,  if  his  office  were  not  altogether 
abolished,  could  at  least  have  spared 
something  from  his  salary  of  1,566/.  a 
year.  So,  too,  could  the  surveyor-gene- 
ral, with  his  salary  of  1,236/;  the  clerk 
of  the  Ordnance,  with  his  salary  of  1,286/. ; 
and  the  principal  storekeeper  with  his  sa- 
hiry  of  1,600/.  a  year-*a  salary,  which,  in 


17%  was  only  69d/.  For  his  own  part, 
he  could  not  help  declaring,  that  he 
thought  any  thing  above  1,000/.  was  a 
very  large  sum  indeed  for  a  storekeeper. 
The  treasurer  of  the  board  could  also 
spare  a  small  portion  of  his  gains.  It  was 
true,  that  in  1796  the  treasurer  had  been 
allowed  to  hold  balances,  and  that  he  was 
now  deprived  of  all  emoluments  from  that 
source;  atiU  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
gentleman  who  held  that  office  would  be 
well  paid  with  1,000/.  a  year.  At  a  time 
of  such  general  distress,  every  public  offi- 
cer should  sacrifice  some  part  of  his  emo- 
luments. He  should  be  happy  to  hear  an 
explanation  of  the  grounds  upon  which  • 
these  salaries  had  been  left  untouched^  If 
a  satisfactory  explanation  could  be  eiven, 
he  should  not  say  another  word ;  but  if 
not,  he  should  propose  to  reduce  the  pre* 
sent  vote  by  10,000/. 

Mr.  Ward  asserted,  that,  though  some 
offices  might  be  dispensed  with,  no  such 
sum  could  be  saved  m  the  barrack  depart- 
ment as  the  hon.  member  had  suggested. 
With  regard  to  the  year  1792,  he  had  al- 
resdy  taken  a  view  of  our  Ordnance  es- 
tablishments at  that  period,  and  remarked 
that,  upon  enumerating  all  the  subtrac- 
tions which  had  been  made,  it  appeared 
there  was  a  diminution  in  our  favour  at 
present  of  29  clerks.  It  was  true  that  the 
charge  of , the  establishment  in  Pall-mall 
had  been  augmented ;  but  this  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  very  great  access- of  busi- 
ness which  had  there  taken  place.  An 
immense  portion  had  been  transferred  from 
the  out^stations  to  Pall*mall  and  the  Tow- 
er. As  to  the  store*keeper  at  the  Tower, 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  he  was  now 
the  auditor  of  the  store-accounts,  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  not  to  have  noti- 
ced, that  the  sum  of  1,800/.  in  last  year's 
estimates,  and  which  was  omitted  in  the 
present,  was  for  assistant  and  temporary 
clerks— not  for  clerks  of  the  regular 
establishment.  It  was  a  mistake  to  sop- 
pose  that  gratuities  amounting  to  22,000/. 
were  connned  in  their  distribution  to  the 
offices  at  the  Tower  and  in  Pall-mall.  Un<* 
der  all  these  circumstances,  he  could  not 
but  regard  the  hon.  gentleman's  conclusion, 
that  10,000/.  should  be  arbitrarilv  taken 
from  the  present  vote,  as  extremelv  erro- 
neous. If  the  hon.  member  were  himself 
to  witness  the  labour  performed  by  the 
officers  and  clerks,  and  more  especially 
by  the  secretary,  he  would,  with  even  his 
great  physical  powers,  admit  that  it  could 
not  be  exceeded.    A  new  system  bad 
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^Q  introduced  uoder,  the  immediete 
authority  of  the  maater-general,  by  which 
all  the  clerks  were  subjected  to  vigilaot 
Quperinteodance,  and  the  periods  as  well 
as  duration  of  their  attendance  minuted, 
in  order  to  be  reported  to  their  chiedf. 
Some  of  them  were  occasionally  detained 
till  a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  a  particular  account  or 
Drench  of  business  to  a  completion.  If 
10,000/.  were  to  be  arbitrarily  taken  away 
the  business  could  certainly  not  be  per- 
formed. The  hon.  member,  in  alluding 
to  Irelaqdp  had  likewise  gone  back  a  great 
many  years ;  and  he  must  beg  to  remind 
him  and  the  committee,  that  at  the  time 
mentioned  there  was  a  master-general  for 
Ireland,  at  a  salary  of  1,500/,  per  annum. 
The  Ordnance  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  required  at  this  moment  their 
utmost  attention.  To  come,  now,  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  observations  on  the 
amount  of  salaries  and  pecuniary  allow- 
ances, he  could  not  believe  that  the  com- 
mittee would  consider  the  master-general's 
as  excessive.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  held  the 
appointment  of  clerk  of  the  Ordnance, 
and  although  entitled  to  no  benefit  from 
the  new  superannuation  bill^  should  be 
called  upon,  with  all  who  held  the  higher 
or  more  lucrative  situations,  to  relin^ish 
10  per  cent  of  his  official  income.  Nei* 
ther  would  this  result  be  prevented  by  the 
circumstance  of  its  being  already  100/. 
less  than  it  was  in  1792;  unless  mdeed, 
hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would 
interfere  on  the  score  of  justice,  to  vindi- 
cate bis  claims.  [Hear.]  The  treasurer 
(Mr.  Holmes)  was  to  lose  120/.  of  his  sa- 
lary,  and  had,  it  was  well  known,  always 
suDmitted  his  accounts  to  the  Audit-office, 
with  a  clearness  and  regularity  that  ob« 
tained  for  him  the  highest  credit.  He 
was  one  of  those  inclu&d  in  the  superan- 
nuation bill,  but  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would 
be  long  before  his  hon.  friend  felt  disposed 
to  avau  himself  of  that  advantage.  It  waa 
true  that  the  commissioners  of  military 
inquiry  had  recommended  a  junction  of 
the  offices  at  the  Tower  and  m  Pall-mall 
under  one  roof ;  and  the  board  had  been 
much  engaged  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject.  They  had  not  come  to  any  de- 
terminate opinion,  though,  it  was  obvious 
that  they  who  were  habitually  conversant 
with  all  the  details  and  regulations  of  the 
department,  must  be  more  competent  to. 
form  a  solid  judsment,  than  a  few  gentle- 
men pursuing  tbeur  inquiries  for  a  short 
tiioe,  and  deriving  no  knowledge  from 
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their  own  experience.  He  «»iireiy  dis- 
agreed with  their  report,  and  was  ready 
to  contest  it  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
point  by  point.  It  was  not  then  the  time 
to  enter  into  any  question  as  to  the  due 
influence  of  the  Crown,  iMit  be  might  ob* 
serve,  that  only  three  members  of  the 
board  of  Ordoance  sat  in  that  House.  The 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think,  that  the 
post  of  lieutenant-general  might  be  dia- 
pensed  with,  but  m  his  (Mr.  Ward's) 
vieW|  it  was  a  situation  of  considerable 
importance,  as  much  of  the  civil  business 
of  the  Ordnance  partook  of  a  military  cha- 
racter. With  regard. to  the  construction 
of  the  board,  h<e  was  aware  that  some 
eminent  persons  had  at  different  times 
imi^ined  that  it  required  alteration  :  but 
it  was  an  error  to  suppose,  that  lord  Chat- 
ham or  lord  Mul^ra?e  ever  wen(  farther 
than  to  propose  it  as  a  matter  f^r  consi« 
deration.  The  duke  of- Wellington  whose 
eyes  were  about  him  as  much  as .  if  he 
were  tn  the  face  of  an  enemy,  had  not 
coo^e  to  any  such  conclusion.  He  trusted 
finally,  that  the  committee  would  not  be 
induced  to  support  an  amendment  having 
for  its  object  an  arbitrary  reduction,  on 
no  other  ground  than  that  some  years  ago  a 
certain  portion  of  business  was  done  for 
less  than  the  sum  now  estimated  by  those 
who  had  been  long  engaged  in  this  branch 
of  the  public  service,  and  who  ought  to 
know  best  all  that  related  to  it. 

Mr.  ^ke  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend, 
that  cousidereDle  farther  reductions  were 
practicable,  and  that  a  junction  might  be 
adfsntageously  effected  between  the  two 
establishments  at  the  Tower  and  in  Pall- 
malL  How  was  the  House  to  come  to  a 
right  conclusion  on  this  subject,  if  they 
undervalued  the  recommendations  of  per- 
sons specially  appointed  by  the  Crown  for 
the  purpose  of  ipquiring,  when  there  was 
nothing  on  the  other  side  but  the  state- 
ments  of  those  interested  against  them  ? 
As  to  the  amendment,  there  was  one  prin- 
ciple on  which  be  would  support  it,  and 
every  other,  directed  against  an  increase 
of  emolument  as  compared  with  the  year 
1796;  and  that  was,  unless  it  could  be 
shown  that  the  business  for  which  it  was 
granted  had  proportionately  increased 
likewise.  No  gentleman  expected  his 
private  property  to  increase  above  that 
standard,  and  painful  as  the  process  must 
be,  the  necessities  of  the  country  deman- 
ded farther  reductions.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  niaster*general's  allowance  should 
not  be  diminished ;  sure  be  was,  that  if 
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%QOOI.  was  a  fit  salaiy  some  years  ago, 
and  during  the  depreciation  of  money,  it 
was  too  much  at  present.  His  hon.  friend 
contended,  night  after  night,  against  a 
host,  but  with  very  little  success ;  yet  the 
time  was  approaching  when  the  public 
would  be  no  longer  able  to  sustain  the 
pressure.  It  had  been  recently  stated 
that  the  half-pay  of  military  officers  was 
In  the  nature  of  a  retaining  fee,  by  which 
they  engaged  thehr  services  as  in  the 
event  of  a  new  war.  Now  what  he  wished 
lo  learn  was,  whether  the  superannuation 
allowances  were  to  be  regarded  in  the 
same  light,  and  whether  vacancies  in  civil 
appointments  were  to  be  fillied  up  from 
what  was  to  be  called  the  retired  list  ?  He 
was  convinced  that  the  country  had  yet 
only  arrived  at  part  of  its  distress ;  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  to  see 
that  both  efficient  and  non-efficient  offices 
were  placed  on  a  footing  strictly  just. 
The  reductions  proposed  by  ministers 
were,  far  from  adequate  to  the  occasion. 
He  considered  the  mere  sacrifice  of  JO 
per  cent  by  persons  holding  the  highest 
offices  as  little  better  than  a  mockery ;  and 
if  a  division  should  be  pressed,  he  would 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment. 
.  Mr.  fVardf  m  explanatioo^  observed 
that  most  of  the  appointments  were  from, 
the  officers  on  half*>poy,  but  that  in  some 
cases  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  new 
persons. 

Mr.  Hume  contended,  that  be  did  not 
deserve  the  imputation  of  proposing  re« 
ductions  arbitrarily.  He  had  entered 
into  particulars,  and  shown  how  saving 
might  be  effected*  He  even  quoted  la 
support  of  bis  recommendations  the  recor-c 
ded  opinion  of  a  commission  which  had 
investigated  the  subject.  In  tiie  store* 
keeping  department  alone,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  reforms  which  the  commis- 
sioners had  pointed  out,  and  which  he  had 
re-urged,  the  whole  saving  of  10,00(tf. 
might  be  efiected.  The  allowances  of  the 
master-general  should  not  be  the  same  in 
peace  as  in  war.  While  the  beads  of 
departments  continued  to  enjoy  undimi- 
nished emoluments,  he  could  not  sJlow 
that  any  symptoms  of  econdkny  appeared 
whatever  talk  they  might  bear  of  it.  He 
would  conclude  by  moving,  that  the  vote 
be  reduced  by  10  fiOOL 

The  committee  divided:  For  the 
amendment  S0»  Against  it  95.  Ma- 
jority against. the  amendment  65.  The 
original  resolution  was  then. agreed  to. 
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Barrett,  S.  B.  M. 
Benyon,  B. 
Bemal,  R. 
Birch,  J. 
Blake,  sir  F. 
Bright,  H. 
Bury,  visct. 
Crecvey,  T. 
Davies,  col. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Haldimand,  W. 
Hume,  J. 
James,  W. 
Jervoisc,  G.  P. 
LusbiDgtODj  Dr. 


McDonald,  James 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Pym,  F. 
Rickford,  W. 
Ricardo,  David 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Robarts,  col. 
Rumbold,  C.  £. 
Scott,  James 
Smith,  W. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wood,  aid. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday^  March  26. 

AoRictrjLTtrRAL  Distress.]  Earl 
Grey  wished  to  ask,  whether  the  House 
was  now  in  possession  of  all  the  measures 
which  the  government  meant  to  propose 
for  the  relief  of  the  Agricultural  distress? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  a 
committee  had,  been  appointed  by  the 
other  House  to  inquire  into  the  distress, 
with  a  view  to  some  seneral  measore  on 
the  com  trade ;  but  what  the  result  wodd 
be,  he  could  not  pretend  tctsay.  He  him- 
self was  not  aware  of  any  particular  pro- 
(position  being  in  contemplation,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  measures  which  had  ahready 
been  brought  forward. 

Earl  Grey  believed,  that  those  who  were 
suffering  from  the  depressed  state  of  agri- 
culture dv  no  means  thought  it  likely  that 
they  would  obtain  any  practical  relief  from 
tlie  labours  of  the  committee  alluded  to. 
For  his  own  part,  neither  now, .  nor  at  the 
time  of  its  appointment,  did  he  expect  any 
advantageous  result  from  its  inquiries. 
Finding,  then,  that  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment had  it  not  in  contemplation  to  pro-- 
pose  any  farther  measures  of  relief,  aware 
that  the  distress  had  increased  instead  of 
diminished,  convinced  that  the  measures 
which  had  already  been  proposed  were 
most  trifling  and  nugatory,  and  believing 
that  the  reaction  of  taxation  was  the 
only  means  whereby  relief  could  be  pro- 
cured— he  would  on  as  earlj  a  day  as  pos* 
aible  after  the  holidays,  bnng  the  distress 
distinctly  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House;  and  also  that  measure,  from 
which  alone  relief  could  bo  expected; 
namely,  the  reduction  of  taxation. 
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Civil  List  and  Allowances  to  Fo« 
RBicN  Ministers.]     Lord  King  rose  to 
call  (heir  lordships'  attentioa  t#  the  sob* 
ject  of  which  he  had  given  notice.     He 
proposed  to  move  an  address  to  his  ma- 
jesty* praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
order  further  reductions  in  certain  parts 
of  the  Citil  List.    It  had  been  his  inten- 
tion  to    propose,    that    their   lordships 
should  thank  bis  majesty  for  those  reduc* 
tions  which  he  bad  already  ordered^  and 
particularly  in  that  part  which  was  more 
peculiarly  personal  to  his  majesty;  but 
the  forms  of  the  House  nreyented  him 
from  executing  this  grateful  task,  because 
their  lordships  had  not  before  them  any 
regular  information  of  what   had   been 
done.    But,  as  a  part  of  the  public,  they 
might  be  permitted  to  know  the  fact,  that 
a  reduction  which  parliament  could  not 
have  asked   had   voluntarily  proceeded 
from  the  king.     This  act  of  his  majesty 
had  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  coun- 
try ;  but  in  proportion  as  that  satisfaction 
was  great,  so  wss  the  disappointment  at 
finding  that  no  farther  reductions  were  to 
be  made.    And  here  he  must  repeat  bis 
regret,  that  he  was  denied  the  opportunity 
of  framing  an  address  in  the  shape  he 
had  at  first  intended.    He  was  of  opinion 
when  the  Crown  made  a  saorifice  for  the 
benefit  of  the  subject,  it  was  the  duty  of 
parHament  to  thank  his  minesty  for  so 
^[racious  an  aet.    It  appeared  to  hhn  that 
It  would  hafe  been  far  more  decorous  if  a 
message  on  the  subject  had  been  brought 
down  to  both  Houses,  and  the  sense  of 
parliament  taken  upon  it  by  voting  an  ad« 
oreM.    Why  ministers  did  not  adopt  this 
course,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know,  unless 
they  had  at  length  resolved  to  do  good 
by  stealth.    As,  however,  the  offer  of  a 
reduction  of  his  majestj^s  personal  ex- 
penses had  so  graciously  been  made,  he 
could  not  bot  be  surprised  at  the  reluct- 
ance evinced  in  the  other  departments  of 
the  civil  list  to  follow  the  la^able  exam- 
pie  which  had  been  set  them.  He  thought 
It  would  be  casting  a  very  improper  re- 
flection on  that  House  were  he  to  sup- 
pose that  a  proposition  for  reductions  in 
the  etvil  Kst  would  be  an  ungrateful  topic 
to  their  lordships.    Many  oi  thdr  lord* 
ships,  it  was  true,  held  situations  which 
connected  them  in  some  measure  with  the 
subject,  but  he  could  not  but  think  that 
they  occupied  such  situations  for  the  ho- 
nour, and  not  for  the  profit,  attached  to 
them.    It  would  be  dimcult  to  place  the 
points  to  which  he  had  to  call  their  lord- 
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ships'  attention  in  a  dear  point  of  view, 
owing  to  the  obscurity  in  which  the  ac- 
counts of  the  civil  list  were  involved. 
Were  there  indeed  any  public  accounts 
not  involved  in  obscurity?    They  were 
drawn  up  m  the  best  manner  possible  for 
preventing  the  profime  eye  from  looking 
mto  the  arcana  of  office.    But,  notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  be  had  to  en- 
counter in  unravelling  these  accounts,  he 
was  confident  that  he  coold  prove  to  their 
lordships,  the  existence  of  the  same  waste- 
ful  expenditure  in  the  civil  list  as  in 
the  other  departments  of  the  state.  That 
expenditure  liad  been  defended  on  the 
ground  that  influence  and  patronage  were 
indispensable.      But  if  such  as  applica- 
tion  of  expenditure   was   necessary  ia 
other  places,  there  sorely  could  be  na 
need  of  it  in  that  House. 
^  With  regard  to  the  object  of  his  mo- 
tion,  he   could   scarcely   anticipate  its 
being  contended  that  parliament  was  not 
competent  to  regulate  the  civfl  list.    It 
was  true  that  on  his  majesty's  accesstoa 
the  civil  list  was  granted  him  for  life. 
But,  if  abuses  were  to  take  place  with 
regard  to  the  revenue  of  the  dvO  list, 
surely  no  one  wmdd  say  that  parliament 
ought  not  to  inquire.    If  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  allowance  was  not  auffident^ 
parliament  would  be  cdled  upon  to  i&- 

r're ;  and  if  it  should  appear  to  be  mere 
n  sufficient,  surely  parliament  was  in 
that  case  equally  competent  to  institute 
an  investigation.  He  shodd,  before  he 
sat  down,  show  that  the  allowance  of  the 
dvil  list  waa  in  one  branch  tn  more  than 
sufficient— he  meant  that  branch  which 
related  to  foreign  ambassadors.  By  act 
of  parliament  that  branch  was  aeparated 
froin  the  others,  and  the  Crown  nad  no 
interest  whatever  in  keeping  up  the 
amount,  as  no  benefit  coold  be  derived 
from  such  a  preceedinff.  Accordii^  to 
the  act  of  the  56th  of  the  late  king,  any 
saving  from  this  class  cannot  be  carried  to 
anotMr  branch  of  the  civil  list,  but  must 

fo  to  the  consolidated  fund.  The  Crown 
ad,  therefore,  no  interest  whatever  in 
preventing  the  dlowance  to  ambassadors 
nrora  being  Hduced.  The  classification 
which  had  been  last  mado  was  not  such 
as  ought  now  to  be  adhered  to.  The  es- 
timate of  1816  was  made  in  the  oontem** 
plation  of  very'difierent  prices,  and  a 
state  of  things  not  at  all  corresponding 
with  tliose  now  existing.  He  understood 
that  besides  the  reducdon  of  SO,00(V., 
which  was  pcrsond  to  his  majesty,  it  had 
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been  proposed  to  reduce  to  the  extent  of 
25»000{.  in  the  other  departments  of  the 
civil  list.  This  he  thought  was  very  far 
short  of  what  ousht  to  be  done.  He  would 
read  to  their  lordships  a  speech  of  queen 
Anne,  which  would  remind  them  of  what 
had  been  done  by  that  sreat  princess  in  a 
period  of  difficmty.  in  giving  her  as- 
sent to  the  bill  which  granted  to  her  a 
civil  list  revenue  of  800,000/.  she  gave  up 
to  the  public  100,000/.  Her  woids  were 
— <«  Gentlemen,  I  return  you  my  kind 
and  hearty  thanks  for  contmutng  to  me, 
for  my  life,  the  same  revenue  vou  had 
granted  to  the  king.  I  will  take  great 
care  it  shall  be  managed  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, and  while  my  subjects  remain 
under  the  burthen  of  such  great  taxes,  I 
will  straiten  myself  in  my  own  expenses, 
rather  than  not  contribute  to  theur  ease 
and  relief,  with  a  just  resard  to  the  sup* 
port  of  the 'honour  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown.  It  is  probable  the  revenue  may 
&11  ve,ry  short  of  what  it  has  formerly 
produceid :  however,  I  will  give  directions 
that  100,000/.  be  applied  to  the  public 
service  in  this  year,  out  of  the  revenue 
you  have  so  unanimously  given  me." 
This,  their  lordships  would  observe,  was 
a  sacrifice  of  one-eighth  of  the  whole  re- 
venue of  the  civil  list,  whereas  that  now 
made  was  not  more  than  S\  per  cent. 
The  civil  list  acts  of  1817  and  1820  were 
formed  on  the  estimate  of  1815.  He 
held  that  estimate  in  his  hand.  It  appear- 
^  from  thence  that  60,000/.  was  in  1816 
and  in  the  preseot  year,  the  amount  of  his 
majesty's  privy  purse.  The  charges  on 
the  first  and  second  classes  were  precisely 
the  same.  The  salaries  to  foreign  minis- 
ters amounted  to  226,950/. ;  the  expenses 
of  the  household  to  209,000/. ;  and  the 
salaries  to  the  officers,  140,700/.  The 
noble  lord  ran  over  all  the  danes  under 
which  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  list  is 
usuaUy  stated,  and  showed,  that  in  every 
case  they  nearly  cmncided  in  the  bill  of 
1820  with  the  schedule  of  1816.  It 
should  be  recollected,  when  this  corapa- 
tlve  stateodent  was  made,  what  was  the 
comparative  scale  of  prices  at  the  two 
periods;  In  1816,  the  price  of  all  articles 
oad  not  fallen  to  the  state  at  which  we 
BOW  found  them,  nor  was  the  distress 
then  equal  to  that  which  now  pressed  upon 
the  nation.,     i 

Having  proved  that  the  civil  list  ex- 
penditure of  1821  was  formed  on  the 
schedule  of  1816,  he  would  proceed  to 
show  that  the  new  arrangement  of  the 
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xivil  list,  adopted  in  the  act  of  1820,  was 
not  conducive  ta  economy.  Formerly, 
when  a  sum  was  voted  to  defray  the 
whole  expenses  of  his  majesty's  civil  list, 
it  was  thought  sufficient  if  the  Crown 
kept  within  the  limits  of  the  amount 
granted.  If  it  exceeded  in  a  particular 
year  in  one  branch,  it  retrenched  m  ano- 
ther, and  the  retrenchment  in  the  latter 
balanced  the  excess  in  the  former  case. 
Thus  the  debt,  if  any  was  created,  in  one 
das^  was  absorbed  oy  the  saving  in  ano- 
ther. Such  was  the  situation  of  the  civil 
list  before  the  late  arrangement.  Now 
what  was  the  conseouence  of  that  ar- 
rangement ?  It  provided  that  one  branch 
of  the  civil  list  revenues  might  be  ex- 
pended without  calling  for  any  inquiry, 
and  that  the  other  should  be  brought  un« 
der  the  revision  of  parliament ;  and  since 
that  time  the  expenditure  had  increased. 
Accounts  were,  indeed,  submitted  to  par- 
liament, and  estimates  were  brought  for- 
ward ;  but  this  was  ^nerally  done  in  a 
manner  which  made  its  revision  no  effi- 
cient control.  Such  accounts  were 
usually  submitted  to  the  House  at  the 
end  of  a  session,  when  there  was  a  thin 
attendance  of  members,  or  at  a  late  hour 
of  the  night,  when  there  was  no  disposi« 
tion  to  examine  them.  The  excess  of  ex- 
penditure over  the  allotted  income  was 
thus  less  effectually  prevented  than  when 
the  old  method  was  observed  of  voting  a 
fixed  revenue,  and  allowing  the  Crown  to 
dispose  of  it  according  to  its  discretion. 
Tins  would  appear  from  the  fact  that 
those  services  which  cost  the  country  in 
1792  the  sum  of  898,000/.  now  cost 
1,300,000/.;  and  all  the  charges  which 
were  defrayed  from  the  civil  list  of  1792, 
namely,  for  the  royal  famUy,  junior 
branones,  pensions,  and  all  the  classes  of 
the  civil  government  (some  of  which  were, 
b^  the  bill  of  1820  separated  from  the  usual 
civil  list  expenses),  required  in  the  year 
1816  the  sum  of  1,847,000/.  and  relieved 
of  the  Windsor  establishment,  required  in 
1821  the  sum  of  more  than  1,600,000/. 
The  increase,  therefore,  amounted  to 
about  a  third  of  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
civil  government,  being  600,000/.  beyond 
the  soile  of  1792.  In  times  of  distress, 
when  the  most  numerous  class  of  the  peo- 
ple were  sufferinff  severely  from  the  pres- 
sure of  the  public  burthens,  it  became  the 
great  officers  of  state  to  show  that  they 
sympathized  with  their  suferin|;s,  and 
bore  their  share  of  the  bortheo.  Now,  the 
increase  which  he  had  stated  of  the  amount 
4N 
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of  the  cif  il  litt  by  no  mettis  ihawed  any 
^ocb  tympathy.  It  was  true»  that  the  great 
officers  0^  state  were  to  surrender  a  per 
eentageon  their  ineomefy  but. the  coun* 
try  h^  00  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
proposed  reduction.  Various  branches  of 
the  civil  list  called  for  ceibroD,  and  atokp 
led  of  obvious  retrenchment.  It  would 
be  recollected,  that  in  1317  a  bill  was^  in- 
^oduoedy  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
special  €ommittee»  to  abolish  sinscore 
yilacesy  and  to  substitute  in  thdr  room 
eertain  pensions  to  be  fi^^n  to  the  great 
and  efficient  officers  of  state  upon  their 
retirement  from  office.  He  had  moved  Ayr 
a  retom,  which  had  not  vet  been  present- 
ed, to  enable  their  lordships  to  see  what 
benefit  bad  resulted  to  the  public  from 
this  act,  on  comparing  the  savings  which 
it  effected  with  the  new  provision  for  the 
great  officers  of  state  which  was  at  the 
same  tune  created.  The  places  to  be 
abolished  were  about  five  or. six.  One 
of  them  was  the  sineoore  of  clerk  of  the 
pells  I  another,  that  of  chief  Justioe  In 
£Tre.  He  should  now  wish  to  know 
what  advantage  the  eonntry  had  as  yet 
dertvod  from  these  abolitions.  He  knew 
not  whether  a  noble  viscount  opposlto 
(lord  Stdflaonth)  bad  obtaraed  one  of  the 
pensions,  but  a  near  relative  of  bis  held 
ibe  clerkship  of  the  pells,  which  was  one 
of  the  places  incladed  in  the  bill  of  1817. 
In  the  reform  of  that  year,  it  was  pre- 
nosed  to  abolish  certain  sinecures  of  Scot- 
land, which  were  not  reduced,  because  it 
was  discovered  that  their  abolition  would 
be  inconstftent  with  the  aot  of  ualon.  This 
objection  reminded  him  of  a  diflbrence 
that  arose  about  the  promised  repeal  of  a 
tax,  when  it  was  observed,  that  if  there 
was  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  the  pubbe 
sbould  have  the  benefit  of  tbat  doubt. 
<'  Then,  in  that  case/'  it  was  replied  by 
the  fHend  of  the  Treasury.  < <  the  money 
should  come  into  the  Exchequer,  as  that 
lepvestimed  to  be  for  thebeneit  of  thepub- 
UL'*  The  presumption  in  favourof  si^yport- 
ing  a  useless  office, derivedfrem  the  aet  of 
Union,  was  of  a  similar  description.  Mn 
Burke  had  proposed  the  reduction  of  va* 
rious  places  when  the  vested  interests  in 
themsbouldexpire ;  and  tbesevested  inters 
esis  still,  in  some  instaBoes,  prevented  the 
public  from  deriving  any  advnaiage  firom 
Ills  ecouomical  reforms.  There  was  the 
keeper  of  the  king's  buokhounds,  who 
wus  never  now  called  upon  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  official  duties;  and  the 
master  efthe4iawks,  the  oeutinuance  of 
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whose  office  eoiild  not  be  dMaded  eDaagp 
ground  of  utility  or  equity,  tmless  it  was 
supposed  that  t*he  hawks  had  a  vested  io«» 
terest  in  theit  master. 

He  now  came  to  the  eaLpenses  of  the 
third  class  of  the  civil  list;  namelyt  thtft 
which  iachided  the  chavges  for  feScigx 
aasbassadors  and  ministers*  And  here  hn 
would  a^ain  refer  to  the  same  head  oi 
expense  m  179U  sod  ceeqMre  the  dmrgos 
of  that  year  and  the  last*  He  foimd  there 
a  general  inerease  of  all  sidanes  and  al« 
lowances  since  theformer  period.  Nothhiig 
femained  as  it  was,  and  nothmg  was  d^ 
isinished.  The  states  of  Europe  bad  na« 
dergone  great  ohanges  during  the  inters 
vol;  some  of  them,  which  were  tiUNi 
important,  had  been  reduced  in  tbeir  ex<* 
tent,  or  stripped  of  their  influenoe;  and 
others,  whose  power  was  then  ias^^ifi^ 
cant,  had  obtained  considerable  raidt  and 
consequence.  But  it  was  a  remarkable 
fiict,  that  the  expenses  of  none  of  our 
missions  were  diimnished  by  this  flectua^ 
tioii  of  power.  With  states  whose  ia»* 
portaoce  fras  destroyed,  we  found  it  ad- 
visable to  support  a  missmo  at  a  greater 
ex(>ense  than  wfaeu  drcomstanees  were 
enth'ely  different.  The  return  on  the 
table  was  very  imperfect^  as  it  did  net  in- 
dude  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the 
secretaries*  of  embassy.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  expenses  of  foreign  embas^ 
sies  in  1791  was  89,590^  In  1891  it  rose 
to  ld3,84(tf.  exclusive  of  the  secretaries 
of  legation  IS^SSOi.  and  consuls  30,00(¥« 
making  in  all  177,690^  This  dki  not  in* 
elude  the  amount  of  pensions,  tbe  extra*^ 
ordinaries  for  out-fit,  Ac  which,  when 
added  to  tbe  former  sasB>  would-  saise  it^ 
to  288,000/.  In  1791,  the  expense  oT 
fiH^ign  ministers  and  theiv  secretaries^ 
without  mcludmg  pensions^  amounted  i» 
about  89,000/.  He  believed^  be  was  no« 
for  from  the  tttith  when  he  statM  thtf 
whole  charges. of  our  foreign  rnksionste 
1791,  inclusive  of  sabwies  wt  secretaries^ 
pensions,  and*  aUowanees,  at  120,000^^ 
while  the  same  establishment  in  theyeer 
1831  cost  tbe  country  886,00Ml  There 
was  thus  an  increase  of  140  per  oeiit.do-» 
ring  hMt  year,  as  eompafed  with  the  year 
279L  And  while  thie  iMsivase  of  149 
per  cent  bed  taken  eiaoe  In  the  expensae 
of  euv  fineign  missmis^  whet  veinotlciie 
did  government  propose,  in  oemnliancflt 
with  dte  reeommeMation  of  parUam^t 
and  out  of  a  regard  Id  tbe  distvessdl  scatei: 
oftheooUHtry?  They*  onlV  proposed  s" 
reductioaof  lOpereentl    if  be  were  tr 
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veewr  to  th»  aoooanti  laid  before  parli»- 
wmni  in  1816»  1m  nigfac  potot  out  many 
Kerns  of  great  extra?aganct.  In  J8i5» 
ihe  aoiB  expended  m  extraordinaries 
amounted  Co  l^fiOOL  Lord  Stewart 
hadf  at  two  tepaiate  timet  the  soma  of 
BfiOOL  and  6,0002,  for  extraordinaries  and 
joomies)  and  lord  Cathoart  sums  to 
aaariy  an  efl|oal  amount*  Tkk  was  the 
mmmu9  nmraMu  of  dtplomatio  extra?»- 
ganoe,  and  was  not  lc«s  remarkable  for 
Iba  profiision  witb  wkicb  oar  ministerB 
aqoandersd  dw  publicf^esoiircesytliaa  their 
ceJd*blooded  ladiflereace  to  the  inroads 
made  on.  general  liberty  and  national  in* 
dependence.  The  ease  with  whidi  they 
anrwadared  the  weak  to  be  destroved  by 
abe  powerAil»-che  sacrifice  of  human 
rights  which  they  permitted  or  encoo- 
laged,  were  of  a  piece  with  their  absurd 
and  unneoessarr  nrofusion.  The  extra- 
otdmaries  whicb  had  been  calculated  at 
50,0002.,  amounted  to  80^000/.;  and  the 
presents  to  ministers  of  foreign  powers 
alone  cost  15,00tf.  He  could  not  divine 
on  what  principle  these  presents  were  dis^ 
tributed.  He  found  that  Russia  was  a 
great  diarer  in  these  marks  of  farour,  and 
that  her  qainisters  and  ambassadors  had 
received,  in  the  shape  of  presents,  in  one 
year,  morie  than  ld,000^ 

He  would  again  recur  to  the  effect  of 
the  bill  of  1816.  It  wu  said,  that  that 
«et  would  prevent  extravagance,  bv  making 
it  necessary  to  submit  every  'diarg^  to 
the  revision  of  psriiament;  but  there  had 
never  been  greater  extravagance  witness^ 
•d  than  shnce  it  passed.  In  a  report  on 
the  civil  list,  presented  by  a  select  com«- 
oittee,  it  was  stated,  that  the  more  the 
aalaries  Increased,  the  pensions  might  be 
•xpeoted  to  diminish.  Now  he  would 
wish  to  ask  if  this  expectation  had  been 
realiaed,  and  whether  the  pensions  had 
diminidied?  He  could  himself  answer 
no,  and  he  could  tell  the  reason  why^ 
The  diplomatic  situations  were  now  so 
orach  toe  rewards  of  pariiaaientary  inte- 
vtst,  that  persons  who  had  friends  with 
the  neoessarv  iniuenoa  were  sent  abroad 
to  qual^  CfaeoMelves  for  receiving  pe»- 
aions^  When  they  were  duly  ouaUfied, 
4bey  ratumed,'  and  were  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  to  make  war  fbr  others  who 
^pmiiied  tbemselves  for  profitable  retire- 
asent,  and  returned  to  enjoy  it  In  the 
aaase  masnaer.  Both  pensions  and  salaries 
imd  thus  Increased  from  the  ssme  cause*-^ 
the  necessity  of  gracifymff  powerful  sup- 
parteia.    Al  the  tont  when  the  scale  of 


silaiias  waafixed^  there  was  same  plausible 
reason  far  an  increase,  from  the  aiignlent- 
ad  price  of  living,  and  the  rise  in  the  ex- 
thsnge  against  tniAcoantry«  It  was  stated 
before  the  conclusion  of  rae  war,  that  in 
the  transmission  of  salaries  to  our  agents 
abroad,  between  £5  and  SO  per  cent  was 
lost  by  the  state  of  the  exchange,  making 
thus  a  difference  of  one-fourth  in  the 
value  of  their  income.  The  restoration 
of  a  favourable  state  of  exchange  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  the  ground  of  a  reduction 
to  the  same  amount.  Why  had  4he  sala- 
ries of  ambassadors  not  been  ceduced  in 
proportion  to  the  diminished  operation  of 
the  cause  which  had  raised  them?  Why 
were  these  extravagant  appointments  to 
be  continued?  The  only  answer  was, 
that  they  were  Uie  means  of  patronages 
The  greatness  of  the  allowance  was  no 
benefit  to  persons  who,  without  family 
iofluencoi  wiriied  to  dedicate  theii*  lives 
to  diplomatic  employment.  It  was,  oh 
the  coiktrary,  a  serious  injury:  because 
it  enaUed  persons,  qualified  only  by 
family  connexionis,  and  incapable  of  enter- 
ing into  competition  with  them  for  talent 
and  experience,  to  outrun  them  in  the 
race,  and  to  cut  off  all  prospect  of  pro- 
motion. There  were,  indeed,  one  or  two 
exceptions,  and  he  might  mention  sir 
Charles  Stuart  as  an  honourable  one.  But 
we  could  not  expect,  under  the  present 

2 "Stem,  such  men  as  Mr.  Ellis,  or  Mn 
den,  the  late  lord  Auckland.  The  great 
diplomatic  appointments  were  reaerVed 
fivr  Individuals  who  had  great  family  in- 
terest, or  parliamentary  influence««-whose 
brothers,  lathers,  or  retathres,  were  mem** 
bers  of  this  or  the  other  House.  It  did 
not  matter  in  that  case  what  was  the  dutv  % 
the  salary  was  alone  consulted.  The 
kingdom  of  Saxony  had  lost  ono*half  of 
its  territory,  but  we  had  sent  to  Dresden 
an  ambassador  with  an  increased  salary. 
The  Hsgne  was  formerly  an  important 
diplomatic  station,  from  the  great  in- 
floence  of  the  republic  of  the  states  in  the 
afiairs  of  Europe.  Now,  neither  the 
power  nor  the  politics  of  the  court  of  the 
Netherlands  deserved  much  attention,  or 
Inquired  much  vigilance :  but  we  main- 
tained at  the  Hague  and  at  Brussels  as 
expensive  an  embittsy  as  at  Paris.  Consii- 
dering  the  present  distressed  circomstancea 
of  the  country,  he  did  not  exactly  see  why 
lordClancarty  should  be  paid  12,000/.ayear 
to  enliven  a  Dutch  fown  with  his  presence. 
if  the  latter  was  not  vetj  much  overpaid 
far  the  duties  he  performsd,  sir  C*  Stuart 
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was  Terjr  niiicb  underpaid  for  Mt •  If, 
again,  lie  looked  toward!  the  SwitB  Can- 
tenia  l>e  found  that  a  dutjy  which  was 
formerly  paid  by  SBOL^  was  now  consio 
dered  worth  SfiOOL  The  persons  who 
performed  these  duties  at  the  diffisrent 
periods  were,  however,  different.  It 
might  be  extremely  conTenient  for  the 
relatiTe  of  the  family  which  now  engrossed 
the  Board  of  Control  to  reoeiTe  such  a 
salary,  but  it  was  not  so  easy  to  see  what 
equiment  advantage  Mr.  Wynn  could 
render  the  public.  Mr.  GKbbon  had  ot>- 
aenred  of  sir  W.  Hamilton,  that  he  cor- 
responded more  with  the  royal  society 
than  with  the  king's  ministers,  and  was 
more  enffsged  in  obsenrine.  the  phseno- 
mena  of  Mount  Vesuvhis,  than  in  watch- 
ing the  politics  or  the  conduct  of  the 
court  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  Our  ambas- 
sador in  Switzerland,  in  this  view,  might 
be  of  ffreat  use  to  the  progress  of  minera- 
logical  science,  if  his  taste  lay  in  that 
track ;  but  he  was  too  highly  paid  for  any 
diplomatic  exertions  which  he  might  be 
required  to  make.  This  gentleman  had 
been  sent  to  Dresden  long  ago,  where  he 
was  likewise  well  paid,  and  where  some 
losses  which  he  had  incurred  had  been 
amply  compensated.  He  had  his  library 
burnt,  containing,  no  doubt,  the  Ju$ 
Gentium^  Pufiendorff,  and  other  appro* 
pHate  works ;  and  for  this  he  received  an 
inden&nity  of  5,414^  This  was  the 
greatest  diplomatic  job  he  had  ever  heard 
of.  A  gentleman  was  to  receive  S,900^  for 
a  dotv  executed  formerly  for  2502.  What 
was  the  nature  of  the  defence  which  was 
to  be  set  up  for  all  this  extravagance,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  He  could 
scarcely  imagine  how  the  office  of  a  third 
secretary  of  state,  how  the  existence  of 
so  extensive  a  system  of  diplomacy,  and 
such  a  host  of  retired  diplomatists,  could 
be  justified  in  times  like  the  present. 
Surely  no  one  would  contend  Uiat  it  was 
to  maintain  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  I  If  it  were  asserted  that  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  maintain  the  balance 
of  power  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
would  be  an  inteUigible  proposition ;  but 
to  talk  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
at  the  present  day  would  indeed  be  ab- 
surd. Did  the  noble  earl  opposite  mean 
to  contend,  that  in  order  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  the  north  ofltaly,  it  was 
necessary  that  we  should  have  an  ambas- 
sador at  Turin  with  6,0(M.  a-}rear?  Would 
he  say,  that  if  we  had  not  residents  at  the 
various  GeroMui  comru  at  a  similar  ex- 
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pense,  the  independence  of  Oennany 
could  not  be  maintalDed?  Would  tM 
noble  earl  assert  that  the  MeCholands 
would  be  over-ruQ  by  France^  unless  we 
had  an  ambassador  at  that  cotnt  with  a 
salary  of  l%6O0L  ?  If  the  noble  earl  were 
to  declare  all  this,  many  of  the  individuals 
theaMolves  seemed  deterauned  to  prove, 
by  their  non-residenoe,  that  the  noble 
eari  was  in  the  wrong;  for  they  were  seen 
walking  about  the  town,  as  if  to  show  that 
the  business  whidi  they  were  appobted 
to  do  could  be  done  as  well  without  than 
—that  die  di^omatic  curates  were  as 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  the  func- 
tions of  their  offices  as  tht  rectors.  He 
begged,  however,  to  do  his  majesty's 
present  ffovemment  justice  for  the  eoo« 
nomy  wbidi  they  had  exhibited.  They 
had  actually  disnussed  one  deriL  from  tlie 
office  of  one  of  the  secretariea  of  state. 
Nor  had  they  sent  any  ambassador  to  the 
court  of  Liibon  to  compliment  the  king 
of  Portugal  on  his  return  to  his  native 
dominions ;  although  afew yean  i^o,  be- 
fore the  king  returned,  they  did  send  an 
amtessador  for  that  purpose.  With  a 
due  regard  to  economy,  and  to  the  bur^ 
thens  of  the  country,  that  appointment 
had  been  dispensed  with. 

Now,  he  wished  to  know  distinctly,  the 
total  amount  of  reductions  made  imder 
the  act  of  the  56th  of  the  late  king,  and 
the  extent  to  which  they  had  been  car- 
ried, according  to  the  provisions  of  that 
act,  to  the  consolidated  fund.  This  class 
^f  the  civil  list  was  extremdy  important. 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  there 
were  two  many  embassies  of  the  highest 
rank ;  and  he  doubted  not  that  the  mter- 
course  with  other  states  might  be  main- 
tained with  much  less  both  of  ftmntrnd 
expense.  We  had  formerly  no  ambatta^ 
dor,  either  at  Vienna  or  Petersbnrgb; 
and  what  was  there  in  our  situation  Uiat 
should  render  such  a  change  expedient  at 
this  moment?  On  the  contrary,  every 
diminution  of  expenditure  that  was  prac- 
ticable ought  to  be  sidopted.  Thare 
could  be  nothing  improper  or  disrespeet- 
fol  in  applving  to  toe  Crown  for  a  cur- 
tailment or  expense,  and  as  near  an  ap- 
proximation as  possible  to  the  establish- 
ment of  1792.  He  doidited  psA  the  gra- 
cious disposition  of  the  Crown,  to  comply 
with  their representatioM.  Butheshould 
perhqM,  hear  it  urged,  that  osur  foreiga 
ministers  had  dther  lecdved  no  increase 
in  theur  aUowances,  or  no  inorease  beyond 
what  was  absdutely  necessary*    His  b^ 
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lief  was.  thct  d»  iame  would  be  ftid,  if 
their  saUffieserere  doubled  or  quadrupled ; 
and  that  the  reteotioo  of  bfloeoce  and 
patronage  was  die  BoIe  object  and  motlTe  of 
all  this  extravagance.  It  mtebt  be  argued* 
however  inconsutentljytliat  there  were  now 
many  more  English  travellera  whom  our 
ambanadora  must  of  course  entertain  than 
at  former  periods.  On  other  occasions, 
his  majesty's  ministers  had  made  it  a 
matter  of  complaint^  that  the  number  of 
English  trareilers  wu  so  considerably 
inmased.  The  ftct  was,  that  these 
larse  allowances,  however  they  might  be 
de&nded  tmder  this  or  that  pretext,  evi- 
dently proceeded  from  a  deti^^n,  long  en- 
tertained, of  augmenting  the  influence  of 
government*  Even  at  home  the  treasury 
was  not  satisfied  without  drawmg  to  itself 
the  influence  of  all  the  other  b^rds  and 
departments.  The  customs  as  well  as  the 
excise  had  yielded  up  their  proportions* 
The  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue 
was  IfiSOflOOL  greater  then  it  was  for- 
merly ;  and  here  again  was  a  vast  acces- 
sion* of  patronage.  So,  too,  with  the 
army  ana  navy:  the  system  under  which 
they  were  governed  had  the  utmost 
tendency  to  increase  it.  Let  their  lord- 
ships consider  also  the  office  of  com« 
maiider*in-chief,  and  the  staff  annexed  to 
it :  let  them  reflect  on  the  office  of  third 
aecretary  of  states  on  that  nest  of  jobs, 
the  India  board,  and  the  utter  usdessness 
of  either  one  or  other  of  these  two 
last  departments.  It  surely  could  not  be 
denied  either  that  the  affiurs  of  (pdia  might 
be  transferred  to  the  a>lonial  office,  or 
the  care  of  our  c9lonie8  to  the  India 
board.  The  support  of  influence  could 
abne  account  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  offices.  They  were  evidently  kept 
up  for  no  other  purpose,  or  at  least  to 
this  purpose  every  other  consideration 
gave  way.  This  was  now  more  than  ap- 
parent. It  had  been  lately  and  for  the 
first  tune  shamclesahr  avowed  in  another 
place,  that  offices,  whether  useful  or  not 
m  other  respects,  were  sometimes  ne> 
cessary  on  account  of  the  influence 
which  they  aflbtded.  Thus  it  ^ould 
teem,  that  the  present  ministers  lived 
upon  influence— that  it  was  their  only 
aatival .  sopport^-that  upon  it  their  au- 
thority, power,  and  existence  entirdy 
depended.  If  tbm  military  administra- 
tion were  examined  with  so  much  atten- 
tion, and  the  triumphs  of  their  foreign 
policy  ever  so  justly  estimated,  it  would 
be  vundf  that  tliere  was  no  campaign 


whidi  they  bad  carried  on  so  tuccearfiilly 
as  that  against  the  independence  of  par* 
liament.  In  pursuance  of  this  object, 
they  had  not  been  led  away  into  petty  di« 
versions ;  there  were  no  untried  schemes, 
like  the  nibblings  at  West  India  islands, 
or  expeditions  to  the  Holder,  which  had 
made  them  forget,  or  sacrifice  for  a  mo- 
ment, their  original  and  favourite  pur- 
pose. All  their  talents  had  bten  dis- 
played, and  all  their  perseverance  exer- 
cised, in  this  warfare.  Here  they  had 
been  regular,  uniform,  undeviating  in 
their  cobduct ;  and  he  must  do  them  the 
justice  to  say,  that  although,  in  whatever 
was  salutary  or  good,  they  had  shown 
themselves  to  be  powerless,  in  all  that 
was  mischievous  they  were  neither  feeble 
nor  inactive,  and  had,  during  the  tlilrty 
years  that  the  government  had  been  vested 
in  their  hands,  done  more  to  corrupt  the 
purity,  and  overthrow  the  independence 
of  parliament,  than  had  been  done  for  a 
century  before.  No  reason  could  be 
assigned  for  not  extending  reductions 
and  abolishing  useless  places,  except,  that 
the  patronage  of  ministers  would  be  there- 
by diminished ;  and  the  noble  earl  and 
hu  colleagues  declined  the  saving  of 
millions  where  it  was  praicticable,  because 
it  would  leave  them  less  with  which  to 

f ratify  their  supporteta  and  adherents, 
[e  had  heard  or  millions  sacrificed  in 
order  to  add  a  peppercorn  to  the  re- 
venue :  here  millions  were  sacrificed  with 
views  extremely  different,  and  conse- 
quences modi  more  deplorable.  Import- 
ant as  would  be  the  saving  to  the  country 
by  the  reductions  which  be  recommended, 
that  adrantage  would  be  as  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  advantages  arising  from 
the  diminution  of  the  umlue  influence  of 
the  Crown.  The  noble  lord  conduded. 
by  moving  the  foUowmg  Addreta  :— 

**  We,  your  majesty^  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spuritud  and  Tem- 
poral (^  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
parliament  assembled,  most  humbly  re- 
present to  your  nujesty,  that  the  ex« 
penses  of  the  dvil  government  have  been 
ereatly  increaaed  in  various  brandies 
formerly  diarged  upon  the  dvil  list  re> 
venue,  now  fimning  part  of  the  supplies 
of  the  year,  but  more  particularly  in  that 
dass  OTthe  dvil  list  which  comprises  the 
salariea  and  allowances  of  foreign  mi- 
nisters. That  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
56th  year  of  his  late  nu^eity,  proviston 
wu  nude  for  tbe  future  amuiai  char|;ea 
of  the  ieveral  daaiea  of  hiamajetly'actvil 
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Uit  ia  coDsequeoce  of  tn  etdmitte  laid  be* 
fora  fMrliameat  for  that  jpurpote,  aad 
that  with  regard  to  the  expeoses  of  the 
third  class,  it  was  further  provided,  that 
ia  case  any  surplus  or  saTiag  should  have 
arisen  in  that  class.  It  riiould  be  lawful 
for  the  lord  high  treasurer  or  commission* 
ers  of  the  Treasury,  aod  thej  were  thereby 
required  to  direct  the  same  to  be  carried 
to  the  account  of  the  consolidated  fund. 

**  That  the  expenses  of  the  said  third 
dass  iqppear  greatly  to  exceed  what  is 
reqmred  for  the  pdwc  senriee,  and  that 
the  reductioo  of  the  same,  and  the  appli* 
eation  of  the  saving  made  in  consequence 
thereof,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  56th  of  his  late  majesty,  would,  m 
the  present  distressed  situation  of  the 
country,  be  conducive  to  the  relief  of 
your  majesty's  suSeiiog  subjects* 

**  We  therefore  approach  your  majesty 
with  the  homble  expressions  of  the  earnest 
hope,  which,  from  your  majesty's  con« 
stent  disposition  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
your  people,  as  well  as  from  the  proofs 
recently  given  of  your  majesty's  paternal 
attention  to  the  distresses  of  vour  subjects, 
we  confidently  entertain,  that  your  ma* 
jesty  will  Immediately  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  effiscting  a  reduction  of  tfaie 
expenses  attending  the  appointment  of 
foreign  ministers,  and  also  for  making 
such  further  reduction  in  the  other  charges 
of  the  civil  goveraaaent,  as  may  be  con* 
ttstent  with  the  support  of  the  true  dignity 
of  your  majesty's  Crown,  which  it  will  at 
all  tiases  be  our  anxious  desire  to  preserve 
animpaired." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  began  by  re* 
Bsarklog,  that  it  might  be  imagineid  by 
any  one  who  had  heard  onljr  the  speech 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  his  msissty's 
^mmisters  were  animated  by  no  feeling 
except  that  of  a  wanton  dusposltion  to 
increase  the  public  expenditure.  Now, 
this  appeared  to  him  a  most  extraordinary 
as  well  as  unfounded  charge,  seeing  that 
their  lordships  had  before  them  the  re- 
Dorta  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  sat  in  1817; 
aad  bv  referring  to  diem  it  would  be  seen 
that  toat  committee  bad  considered  every 
braqoh  of  our  civil  government  as  weH  as 
our  military  expenditure,  and  had,  in 
eoatamplation  or  peace,  estimated  what 
ooght  to  be  the  amount  of  our  establish^ 
ment.  Now,  what  was  the  fact  ?  .  Whr, 
tiwt  his  majesty's  ministers  had  idready 
carried  their  reductions  1  fiOOfiOOL  farther 
Ihaa  tl|e  probable  estiasate  of  the  com* 
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mittee  of  1S17*  After  having  slated 
that,  he  would  ask  whetiMr  the  noble  lord 
was  warranted  in  throwing  out  auob  ias* 
potations  against  his  majesty^agovemmeat, 
and  whftther,  on  the  contrary,  every  effort 
bad  not  been  made  to  reduce  the  iiational 
expenditure  te  as  low  a  scale  as  possible  ? 
Wnen  their  lordships  looked  at  the  dead 
espspae  of  the  army,  the  lialf*pay  and 
pensioaa,  amounting  to  SfiOOflOOL ;  and 
when  they  coasidered  the  >  proportion 
wiuch  that  bore  to  the  l6,Q0QfiO0L  whidi 
was  the  whole  of  our  civil,  military,  naval, 
aod  misceUaneoosexpasditmw;  and  when 
they,  farther  considered,  that  those 
SfiQOfiOQL  were  entirely  oot  of  die  oen* 
trol  of  his  majesty's  government,  they 
would  be  still  aoore  sensible  of  the  amount 
of  the  redoctiona.  in  the  civil  depart* 
meats  great  reductions  had  taken  place. 
Several  years  ago  a  commission  had  re* 
duced  the  expense  of  the  Custooos  80,0CXWL 
a  years  and  a  progressive  reduction  of 
20,000/.  a  year  in  that  department  liad 
since  been  made.  But  it  was  imoossible, 
with  the  slightest  justice  to  the  inoividuals 
employed  in  the  public  service,  to  accom* 
pUsh  all  the  reductions  which  it  might  be 
desirable  to  make  at  once;  They  must 
be  gradually  effected.— -Before  he  entered 
into  the  consideration  of  the  reductions 
which  had  been  made  ia  the  present  year 
in  the  eivil  establishment,  ha  wouM  say  a 
few  words  on  the  noble  lord's  general 
dootrme,  as  to  the  jurisdiction  ofparlia- 
ment  over  the  civil  list.  Undoubtedly, 
he  admitted,  that  there  was  no  qnestioa 
which  could  be  excluded  from  the  juris* 
diction  of  parliameof,  on  a  strong  case 
being  made  out  for  submitting  it  to  that 
jurisdiction.  But  he  was  supported  by 
the  authority  of  all  the  areatest  sutesmen 
i^ich  thia  country  had  produced,  both 
those  who  had  opposed  and  those  who 
had  supported  mt  measures  of  his  m»> 
jesty^s  government,  when  he  declared  that 
as  long  as  the  Crown  kept  its  expenditure 
within  the  sum  appropriated  to  the  civil 
list— 4iot  that  no  parliaiaentarT  inquiry 
ought  to  take  place  into  the  subject,  but 
Uiat  a  very  strong  gvoond  ooght  lobe  laid 
to  wiarraat  such  an  inquiry,  lie  readily 
sgreed  with  the  noble  leni,  witli  respeet 
to  that  partiouhur  braach  of  the  civil  list 
to  which  the  noble  lord  had  iiiainly  ad- 
dressed his  obeervadona,  that  thirariaage*' 
meats  made  in  1816  were  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  thai  particular  subject  owre 
under  the  cognisance  of  pariiamenr. 
£vt,  before  horrent  into  that  part  of  the 
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Mbjcot,  hi  wMMd  to  correct  on*  ^timrfc 
ntde  by  tlie  noWe  lord,  whosnd  Ast  die 
eomisitteo  oppointed  on  the  iocMBon  of 
bis  prttoirtiil!|e«tT,aiid  whopeconmeDdcd 
the^prcMit  ofltabhikniedt  of  tiio  cmi  Utt^ 
took  the  ottiMata  framed  by  rtie  coeraiit^ 
teeof  ISl^BstMr  tnoM;  bat  that^  as 
what  was  tailed  Mr.  PtePsbUlliad  passed 
since  1816,  tilings  were  in  a  vevy  diffNeDt 
sitoatioii  fh)iii  that  in  winch  they  wen  at 
that  periods  llie  fair  inference,  boweter, 
wBSi  that  patliAflMit,  perfectly  aware  of 
diatcivcutfistance,  did,  after  doe  consider** 
acionupeait  {^ndhebeggedleat  eterCMark 
that  thesdbject  bad  narer  before  under^ 
gone  siicbaii  ordeal  at  the  ooouBencenent 
of  a^  new  reign),  settle,  in  18fiO,  the 
speciic  amooat  of  the  civil  Mst,  under  the 
BOW  circomstances  m  which  the  country 
was  plaoed*  Bhc  the  noble  lord  was  not 
correct  ia  bia  assertion  with  respect  to  the 
great  dlftrenoe  of  civoansttwceshi  18W 
and  18164  The  depredation  of  currency 
in  1816  was  not  IHec  the  depredatfon  of 
currency  in  1810.  Tbe  excbaDges  m 
1816  were  in  illTOor  of  this  ooantry,  and 
gold  waa  below  the  Mint  price,  and-  was 
NBported  in  large  quantities.  Ho  bad  a 
fighti  thereforoy  to  contend,  tkat  iw  Aram* 
ing  tbe  chdl  list  estimatei  in  1816,  pariia- 
ment  bad  been  inAuAiced  not  by  any 
Consideration  connected  with  the  depre* 
ciatlon  of  thecorrency,andtbeconse(iuent 
nicrease  in  tbe  price  of  tbe  necessaries  of 
life;  but  by  ooier  and  distinet  consider-* 
ationa;  for^  he  repeated,  that  he  bdiered 
the  exchanges  were  more  in  favour  of  thia 
country  in  1816  than  they  were  at  the 
present  ntomeat.  Under  these  peculiar 
circamstaiiceait  wa%  that  it  was  ptwposed 
so  oMke  a^  saving  in  tbe  civil  expenditure. 
Their  lordships  were  aware  that  both 
Hoasea  addressed  his  mi^esty  laM  aessiom 
10  iastitute  as  mquhy  into  the  details  of 
die  d^flferoot  branches  of  the  dtil  eita* 
blisbment,  partietdarly  with  reference  to 
those  officers  tbe  saUriet  of  which  had 
beeti  increased  since  the  year  179T,  when 
cash  paymehts  wet^  suspended,  iti  ordef 
liMl  in  the  improved  state  of  the  drcula« 
tien^  they  might  be  brought  back  to  thdr 
feraier  atnount.  His  majesty's  g€ffBtti* 
OMOt,  of  course,  felt  it  thetr  duty  to  insti*' 
tttte  a  minoto  ioquirv  into  the  state  of 
every  department  or  the  dvil  service* 
They  had  adopted  a  plan  of  retrenchment 
which  would  hereafter,  in  all  probability, 
oeme  before  their  lordships  in  a  legislative 
shape  I  founded  on  the  prindple  of  en^* 
desnrottriiig  to  cettbine  what  waa  due  to 


flie  wishes  ef  parfianeht  widt  what  wm 
doe  in  common  Justice  to  the  indrrldualtf 
immediately  concerned.  Undoidytedly 
his  ranjesly's  government  might  have 
stopped  at  the  strict  execution  of  the 
intentions  of  parlianient;  theraiigbtbave 
stopped  af  the  reduction  of  those  salariea 
which  Irad  been  augmented  in  coneeu 
quenoe  of  the  effects  on  the  value  of 
money  of  the  suspeosion  of  cash  pay- 
ments  in  1797«  But  having  accotfopllshed 
that  object,  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  pro*- 
oeed  stitt  ferther,  and  hmahly  to  recom* 
mend  to  his  majesty  to  issue  an  order  in 
council  ft>r  the  reduction  of  all  other  sala^ 
ries  of  cMl  ofiicers,  although  those  salariea 
had  not  been  previously  increased.  With 
tbe  exception  of  the  flnt  lord  of  the  Ad-* 
miralty,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, there  was  no  great  officer  of  state 
whose  salary  and  appointments  were  not 
the  same  through  the  war,  and  after  the 
restoration  of  peace.  Whatever  other 
classes  of  property  might  have  lost  in  the 
one  state  of  thinn  or  g^ned  in  the  other, 
their  salaries  and  appointments  remained 
invariablv  the  sanse*  They  feh  it,  bow* 
ever,  to  be  their  duty,  under  the  pressing 
drcumatances  of  the  times,  not  from  any 
consdousness  that  their  salaries  and 
ankdoments  were  too  large  (for  on  that 
subject  he  would  candidly  appeal  to  the 
noble  lords  opposite),  but  because  they 
had  been  obliged  to  inflict  a  wound  on 
others,  to  recommend  hb  maiesty  t6  sub^ 
ject  their  salaries  to  a  reduction  of  10  per 
cent.  He  had  forther  to  state,  that  aU 
though  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  cnril  Ibt  was  framed  did  not  impose 
any  such  duty  oa  tbe  sovereign,  it  was 
his  majesty's  spontaneous  feeling  to  sub* 
mit  to  the  same  sacrifices.  Whatever  they 
might  cost  him,  aed  to  whatever  iacon- 
tenience  they  mifeht  subject  him.  The 
amount  of  m  whole  immediate  savhag 
was  wtthm  a  fraction  ofiOOfiOOL ;  and  of 
the  prospective  savmg  ITS fiO(U. ;  making 
an  immediate  saving  of  200,000^*,  and  au 
oHffliate  laving  of  S73,000/«  It  was  for 
thdr  lordships  to  say  whether,  under  all 
thecircumttances  which  he  had  described, 
his  msjesty'a  servants  had  hot  done  an 
that  could  fairly  be  cfxpected  from  them? 
*^He  Would  how  proceed  to  that  which 
had  been  the  prin^pal  object  df  the  nobKi 
krdV  remarks;  he  meant  the  third  dass 
of  the  civil  list,  relating  to  ambassadors  fo 
fbrdgn  states.  The  noble  lof d  had  drawn 
a  domparison  on  this  subject  between  the 
year  1792  and  the  preMQt  time.    Thdf 
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lordships  would,  howerer,  be  astoniihed 
to  besTy  that  wboD  the  scale  of  that  Mut 
of  the  ciTil  expenditura  was  settleo  in 
179f »  parliament  went  back  as  far  as  the 
Year  1721 ;  and  that,  in  fact,  no  alteration 
had  been  made  io  the  scale  of  the  salaries 
of  ambassadors  and  enroys  from  1721 
down  to  1804.  Now,  he  sobmitted  to 
any  one  who  had  experienoe  or  knowledge 
in  such  appointments,  whether  with  such 
salaHesit  was  not  podtiTe  min  to  any 
indiridual  to  enter  into  the  diplomatic 
profession,  unless  he  had  a  large  priTate 
fortune,  or  other  means  of  defraying  the 
chaiges  that  must  necessarily  fidl  upon 
himr  But,  what  it  was  matenai  for  their 
lordships  to  consider  was,  that  this  very 
subject  came  under  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  in  1816.  That  committee 
had  all  the  esthnates,  and  all  the  deuils 
before  them ;  and  from  their  silence,  he 
might  fairly  infer  that  they  thou^t  this 
branch  of  the  ciyil  expenditure  not  un« 
reasonable.  But  he  did  not  rest  upon 
that.  Their  lordships  had  on  their  table 
returns  illustrative  of  the  subject;  and  he 
woidd  call  on  any  noble  lord  at  all  ac- 

riinted  with  foreign  countries,  and  with 
duties  of  the  representatives  of  the 
British  government  in  those  countries, 
whether  any  individual  could  accept  a 
foreign  miuion,  unless,  over  and  above 
his  official  allowances,  he  had  a  private 
fortune,  on  which  he  could  draw  for  aid? 
Some  of  the  foreign  courts  might  be  more, 
and  some  less  expensive ;  but  such  was  the 
fair  general  statement  of  the  fact.  The 
noble  lord  made  the  a|^intment  of  an 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  the  subject  of  his  particular 
animadversion.  Now,  if  there  was  one 
foreign  embassy  which  ought  to  have  been 
exempt  from  any  remarks  of  thai  nature, 
it  was  the  embassy  to  that  court.  If  all 
the  reft  of  our  foreign  embassies  were 
abolished,  that  to  the  United  psovinoes 
ouffht  to  be  preserved.  In  saying  this, 
he  out  spoke  the  opinion  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  which  tnis  country  ever  pro- 
duced. He  might  advert  in  support  of  it 
to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Fox,  on  former  occasions ;  and 
sure  he  was  that  there  was  no  man  of  true 
English  feeling  and  political  judgment, 
who  would  not  go  along  with  him  in 
asserting,  that  we  ought  to  maintain,  not 
an  occasional  or  a  fluctuating,  but  a  real, 
permanent  connexion  with  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  Netherlands.  With  resfyct 
to  this  appointment,  it  must  be  observed 
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diat  there  was  an  additional  expedsa 
peculiar  to  it,  whidi  arooe  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  court  of  the  Nether- 
lands was  at  one  time  held  at  Brussels,  at 
another  time  at  the  Haffue;  and  it  was 
neoessarj  that  our  anmasMdor  should 
keep  up  two  establishments,  to  meet  the 
court  at  dther  place.  On  the  point  of 
aeodingout  an  ambassador  to  the  ceorta 
of  Petarsburgh  and  Vienna,  he  diffieved 
altogether  fran  thenoUe  lord.  Sorely 
no  one  could  suppose,  that  at  the  courts 
either  of  St.  Petersburgh  or  Vienna  we 
ought  not  to  have  an  ambassador.  He 
could  not  conceive  it  consistent  with  the 
high  character  of  this  country  and  iu 
most .  important  interests,  to  sehd  aa 
mferior  minister  to  those  courts.  It  waa 
not  a  becoming,  but  a  niggardly  economy, 
which  would  induce  us  not  to  mamtain  at 
those  courts  the  most  dignified  represen-^ 
tatives  of  the  sovereign.  It  ought  to  be 
recollected  too,  that  a  noble  eari  opposite 
had,  when  secretary  for  forelgnaifiiirs,sent 
out  a  noble  friend  of  Jiis  as  ambassador 
to  St.  Petersburgh,  and  that  at  a  time 
when   there  did   not  appear  the  very 

freatest  necessity  for  our  interference, 
lut  the  thing  wotdd  speak  for  itself:  let 
their  lordships  look  at  the  pow^  and 
station  which  that  court  mamtained  in 
Europe,  and  then  consider,  whether  it 
was  consistent  with  that  station  and  with 
our  d^nity,  not  to  send  an  ambassador 
there.  While  the  courts  of  Petersburgh 
and  Vienna  were  desirous  of  sending 
ambassadors  to  us,  it  could  not  be  to  our 
cri^it  or  interest  not  to  send  ambassadors 
to  them;  and  he  torusted  the  opinioQ  of 
the  noble  lord  would  not  weigo  iigainst 
the  important  advantages  whicn  resulted 
from  this  line  of  policy^— This  sub- 
lect  naturallT  divided  itoelf  into  two 
branches ;  and  in  that  way  he  was  copient 
to  argue  it.  The  first  branch  was  the 
expense;  and  that  invoWed  the  question, 
whether  there  was,  in  the  nature  of.  our 
present  diplomatic  establishments,  any 
thing  which  denoted  wanton  extravagance 
or  unreasonable  profusion.  And  then 
came  the  question,  whether  or  not  these 
situations  were  remunerated  beyond  the 
measure  of  their  utility,  or  exceeding  the 
fair  burthen  of  the  expenditure  imposed 
upon  the  individusl. .  He  would  confi- 
dently appeal  to  anv  noble  lord  who  had 
had  experience  of  the  charges  of  foreign 
residence,  whether  any  of  tme  situationa 
were  overpaid.  .  And  while  touching  upoa 
the  jfQUA  of  expenditure^  he  coiud  not 
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bdp  being  itraek  wkh  wIniI  bad  USkm 
firom  the  noble  lordt  upon  the  degree  of 
expenditure  which  he  thought  ought 
alone  to  attach  to  the  envoy  for  Switser- 
land,  whose  expenditure  be  would  reduce 
to  the  very  lowest  and  most  paltry  scale. 
Now  he  thought  the  noble  lord's  instance 
particularly  infelicitous*  Could  the  noble 
lord  forget  the  deep  interest  uken  in  the 
affiura  cf  Switxerland  in  the  years  181$ 
and  1614?  Could  he  forget  ikow  the 
feelings  of  dda  country  had  been  fixed 
upon  securing  the  independence  p(  the 
Swiss  cantons,  and  how  their  inhabitants 
felt  th^  were  indebted  for  tbearrangenent 
which  then  took  piece  to  the  interest 
jvhich  tlus  country  had  taken  in  their 
behalf?  Let  any  of  their  lordships  look 
at  the  geographical  position  of  Switxerw 
Jand  on  the  map  ef  Europe,  and  see  its 
importance  in  everr  point  of  view  ?  Swit* 
oerlsndl  standing  between  Germany  and 
Italy,  might  be  justly  called  one  of  the 
keyi  of  Europe,  and  the  next  in  point  of 
importance  to  the  United  provinces. 
Could  any  man  look  at  the  struggles  which 
were  made  to  estd>lish  French  domina* 
tion  in  that  country,  in  the  tine  of  Aloys 
Beding,  and  doubt  the  propriety  of  Eng* 
land  Iwving  a  resideat  minister  on  the 
spat  to  give  her  socoe  influence  in  the 
scale?  Allusion  bad  been  made  .to  the 
di{Jematic  resident  at  Dresden*  That 
appointment  he  was  more  particularly 
called  on  to  defend;  for  it  was  he  wlio 
had  recommended  the  mkiister  to  it,  when 
be  filled  the  office  of  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs;  and  those  who  would 
refor  to  the  then  existing  situation  of  the 
affiurs  of  Dresden,  must,  bethought,  be 
convinced  that  a  sense  of  duty  alone 
actuated  him  in  suggesting  that  appoint- 
ment* The  noble  lord  mid  saia,  that 
diplomatic  missions,  instead  of  being,  as 
they  ought  to  be,  only  attainable  through 
long  training  in  the  public  service,  had 
become  the  objects  of  parliamentary 
patronage  for  the  sake  of  tbeir  emolu* 
menty  snd  without  referenoe  to  that  pre* 
vious  service  which  could  alone  make 
them  efficient  for  the  pid>lic*  Now  what 
was  the  foot?  Out  of  18  ministers  re* 
corded  in  the  list  on  their  table,  14  had 
been  regularly  brought  up  through  all 
the  ascending  gradations,  from  secretaries 
of  legation ;  aad  the  xemainiog  four  could 
be  shown  to  have  derived  their  appoint* 
wentfl  from  circumstances  so  peculiar,  as 
to  justify  their  necessity  at  the  time,  i^d 
show  that  they  w«e  such  as  necessarily 
VOL.  VI. 


grew  out  of  the  previous  offices  filled  by 
the  individuals.  So  much,  therefore,  for 
the  noble  lord's  argument  upon  the  rear- 
ing of  diploauitists,  and  the  particular 
influence  to  which  he  generally  attributed 
their  appointment.  It  might  be  aa  well 
to  observe  now,  that  these  «mba8fiadora» 
beieg  part  of  the  civil  servants  of  the 
court,  were  comprehended  among  those 
who  had  to  pay  toe  10  per  centage  upon 
their  Incomes,  to  the  general  service  of 
the  country. — The  noble  lord  bad  referred 
to  the  former  state  of  these  establishments; 
but  he  had  omitted  to  touch  upon  the  tq^ 
port  of  tlie  committee  in  1816,  which  had 
gone  fully  into  their  character,  had  in^ 
quired  into  the  vhole  of  tbeir  expendi^ 
ture,  and  had  stamped  their  essential 
value.  Upon  a  reference  to  that  report^ 
it  would  he  seen,  that  tliere  was  not  a 
single  nunister  on  the  list  whose  ineonie 
was  proved  to  exceed,  or  to  do  any  thing 
more  than  cover,  the  bare  expenditure 
which  their  situations  necessarily  imposed 
upon  them.  The  committee  -of  1 81 6  had 
put  these  establishments  upon  a  better 
footing  for  the  public,  by  separating  the 
incidental  expenses  from  tl&e  regular 
accounts  of  the  miaisteEs.  This  alteration 
went  to  remedy  serious  abuses,  and  the 
benefit  of  it  had  since  beea  sensibly  felL 
Indeed,  he  could  positively  declare,  that 
not  one  of  these  appointments  had  annexed 
to  it  a  sum  exceeding  that  actually  ne^ 
cessary  to  pay  the  regular  expeodituce  ef 
the  individual.  For  these  reasons,  he 
must  oppose  the  noble  lord's  motion.  If 
the  countr}r  were  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  getting  rid  either  of  a  part  of  the 
number  of  its  ambassadors,  or  of  a  portion 
of  their  expenditure,  he  thought  it  would 
be  much  better  at  once  to  reduce  the 
number  of  the  diplomatic  missions^  than 
to  adopt  the  beggarly,  impolitic,  and  dis* 
creditable  plan,  of  oiaking  those  situations 
unfit  tolM  maintained  upon  that  scale  of 
respectability  which  was  bo  essential  for 
making  them  efficient.  Thinking  the 
noble  lord  bad  made  out  no  case,  either 
that  the  number  of  diplomatists,  or  the 
scale  of  their  remuneration,  was  too. great, 
he  ^ould  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  lioUand  said,  the  noble  earl  bad 
fairly  admitted,  that  the  case  which  they 
bad  to  argue  was  reduced  within  a  narrow 
compass,  and  that  the  plain  question 
whidi  they  had  to  decide  was,  whether 
or  not  the  present  scale  of  diplomatic  ex* 
penditure  was  necessary,  situated  as  the 
couotiy  now  was?  He.  thought  it  could 
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hare  hardly  escaped  the  penetration  of 
the  noble  earl  oppothe,  that,DOtwithstaod- 
inff  his  professions  of  economy,  he  was 
iiiSile  to  the  imputation  of  being  some- 
what tardy  in  the  support  he  had  given  to 
the  reductions  which  bad  taken  place. 
Had  not  the  noble  earl  over  and  wer 
again  declared,  before  these  reductions 
were  decided  upon,  that  the  establish- 
ments of  the  country  were  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possible  scale  upon  which  ther 
could  be  conducted  with  securi^  or  ad- 
vantage ?  How  often  had  he  not,  in  lofty 
laneuaige,  asserted  the  actual  necessity  i£ 
maintaining  at  their  fullest  extent  esta^ 
blishments  which  he  had  since  consented 
to  reduce,  and  declared,  that  so  impos- 
sible was  it  to  conduct  the  government, 
except  in  the  then  existing  state  of  those 
establishments,  that  if  it  were  determined 
to  touch  them,  it  would  only  remain  for 
him  to  resign  ^bis  situation  ?  Such  were 
the  repeated  declarations  of  the  noble 
carl :  but,  strange  to  sa^,  when  reductions 
could  no  longer  be  resisted,  then  said  the 
noble  earl — •<  these  reductions  I  submit 
to  parliament,  and  1  claim  your  additional 
copfidence  for  them."  So  much  for  the 
credit  which  the  noble  earl  was  disposed 
to  assume  for  himself  with  respect  to  these 
reductions!  He  now  came  forward  to 
admit,  that,  though  good  faith  reouired 
that  certain  paru  of  the  civil  list  snould 
remain  untouched  by  parliament,  so  long 
as  diey  were  kept  within  their  stipidated 
amount,  yet  that  under  any  circumstanees 
the  third  class  must  always  be  considered 
as  fairly  before  parliament  fbr  revision. 
He  (lord  H.)  confessed  that  he  was  one 
cf  thdbe  who  always  thought  that  there 
were  many  other  parts  of  the  civil  list, 
hcsides  the  Uiird  dass,  in  which  impor- 
tant reductions  ought  te  be  made*  He 
thought  that  if  another  branch  of  the  civil 
list  could  be  re-opened  without  any  im- 
putation of  a  breach  of  good  fkhhr  equally 
important  reductions  could  be  made  from 
departments  wliioh  were  miscalled  appen- 
dages to  the  splendor  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  but  which,  if  they  were  now 
before  parliament  for  revision,  he  would 
snatch  from  their  present  appropriation 
without  the  slightest  remorse.  Tne  third 
class  was,  however,  confessedly  open  for 
revision  at  any  time ;  and  then  came  the 
question,  what  had  been  the  original  cha* 
racter  of  that  branch  of  the  public  expen- 
diture? The  noble  earl  adverted  to  the 
different  reporu  which  had  been  made 
upon  the  civil  list  by  coounittees  of  both 
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Houses.  Now,*  upon  the  subject  of  the 
third  class,  all  who  thought  with  the 
noble  earl,  that  it  was  impossible  it  could 
be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  cotmtry, 
must  necessariW  vote  asainst  the  present 
motion:  but,  if^after  full  reference  to  the 
parliamentary  papers,  and  to  the  actual 
scale  of  expense  which  these  establish- 
ments cost,  there  were  any  who  thought 
that  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  neces- 
sity urged  in  its  justification,  they  were 
particularly  bound  to  vote  for  his  noble 
friend's  motion.  The  noble  earl  had  laid 
great  stress  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  1816:  he  had  also  called  their 
attention  particularly  to  the  report  of 
1791,  which  he  had  repeatedly  assured . 
Uiem  was  founded  on  the  scale  of  1721. 
But  here  he  must  doubt  the  noble  eari'a 
historical  accuracjr;  for,  if  he  did  not 
mistake,  a  committee  had  sat  upon  the 
subject  in  the  year  1786,  and  another  in 
1790;  and  the  object  of  those  committees 
was,  if  possible,  to  reduce,  and  not  to 
augment,  the  previous  scale  of  diplomatic 
expenditure.  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  promoter 
of  these  comnKttees ;  for,  before  it  was 
the  fiite  of  this  country  to-  have  been  plun- 
ged by  him  into  a  wicked,  lavish,  and  un- 
necessary war,  he,  too,  had  been  engaged 
in  establishing  economy  and  retrencnuMnt 
in  all  4he  departments  of  the  state.  ■  Mr. 
Pitt  at  that  time  did  not  go  so  fiir  as  to 
maintain  what  the  noble  earl  now  did, 
that  length  of  years  necessarilv  implied 
an  augmentation  of  the  scale  of  expendi- 
ture; but,  in  the  committee  of  1786,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  diminish  the  existing 
scale  of  expenditure  below  the  former 
rate^  at  which  it  was  affixed.  Mr.  Pitt  at 
that  tine  brought  the  third  class  under 
the  conskleration  of  the  committee.  He 
did  so  again  in  1804^  in  1816,  thesamc 
object  was  kept  in  view,  though  not  in 
the  same  degroe.  His  noble  friend  had 
asked  the  noble  earl  if  any  savings  bad 
taken  place  in  the  third  dass  of  these 
estimates ;  and  the  noUe  earl  bad  replied 
that  he  could  not  say  what  saving  had 
taken  place  in  that  particular  branch ;  bnt 
that,  if  any,  it  must  have  been  duly  earned 
to  the  consolidated  fund.  Now,  he  hoped 
the  noble  earl  would  not  impute  to  him  a 
want  of  candor  if,,  from  that  aniwer,  he 
inferred  that  no  saving  had  taken  (rfaoe. 
Their  lordships,  then,  had  oal^  to  form 
theif  opinion  upon  the  comparative  saving 
as  it  stood  in  the  docomeots  before  them. 
I((t  them,  for  instance,  compare  the  eati- 
mateacf  1786  with  those  oflSOi.    Upon 
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glancing  at  these  papers,  he  most  contendi 
that  the  grosa  amount  considerably  ex- 
ceeded that  which  ought  to  be  incurred 
for  this  branch  of  the  public  expenditure. 
Mr.  Pitt  in  1786,  then  a  time  of  peace, 
estimated  the  whole  diplomatic  expendi- 
ture, including  consuls  and  missions  of  all 
classes,  at  70,852/.  In  1804*,  after  Mr. 
Pitt  had  involved  the  country  in  all  the 
conseauences  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
he  had  estimated  for  the  peace  expendi- 
ture of  diplomacy,  a  sum  of  112,00(M« 
They  then  came  to  the  noble  earl's  point 
— the  year  1816;  and  what  was  that  es- 
timate? Whjf,  after  discharging  from  it 
all  pensions,  it  anlbunted  to  a  direct  and 
actual  expenditure  of  174,000/.,  for  a  ser- 
vice which  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786,  deemed 
adequately  paid  with  70,852/.,  and  in 
1804  had  estimated  at  112,000/.  «<Oh, 
but,*'  say  the  ministers  **i£  expences  in- 
crease, salaries  must  augment  in  propor- 
tion ;  and  where  you  sent  a  minister  of  the 
first  class,  it  would  be  unbecoming  for  us 
to  send  one  of  inferior  qua]it;jf.'  This 
was  the  way  in  which  a  succession  of  ap- 
pointments was  carried  on,  and  the  list  of 
pensions  swelled  out  by  the  services  in 
which  the  individuals  had  been  engaged. 
The  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786, 
had  prophesied  (for  ministers hsid  a  knack 
of  prophesying)  that  the  pensions  given 
iti  war  would  be  so  far  available  in  time 
of  peace  as  to  go  in  reduction  of  salary, 
when  the  possessors  became  again  reap- 
pointed to  diplomatic  functions.  Well 
fiad  it  been  for  Mr.  Pitt's  fair  fame,  and 
for  his  country's  best  interests,  hsid  he 
devoted  hhnself  to  the  pursuit  of  these 
phins  of  retrenchment  and  economy,  in- 
stead of  embarking  in  a  ruinous  war*  But 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786,  estimated  his  diploma- 
tic pensions  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  8,970/. 
a-year:  they  were  now  increased  to 
52,000/.  a-year.  In  1804,  the  increase 
was  to  27,412/.  ^o  that  the  augmented 
tion  of  salary  from  1786  to  1816  was 
nearly  150  per  cent  and  the  rate  of  pen- 
sions nearly  S50  per  cent.  Was  that  such 
an  amount  of  expenditure  as  the  country 
had  a  right  to  look  to  hi  its  present  cir- 
cumstances i  Somethinff  had  been  said  on 
the  rateofexchangeas  auectingforeign  am- 
bassadors ;  and  it  had  beentrvUy  observed, 
that  however  the  price  of  provisions  might 
stand,  the  rate  ot  exdiange  ought  not  to 
impose  a  loss  upon  the  income  of  the  am- 
bassador. He  fully  concurred  in  that 
opinion ;  and  that  the  fbrdgo  representa* 
tive  of  the  government  ought  not  to  suffer 


from  the  operatbns  of  that  fraudulent 
currency  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  minis- 
ters, every  man  had  been  for  so  long  a 
period  exposed  to.    The  last  regulation 
had  most  properly  and  justly  protected 
an  ambassador  from  the  losses  attendant 
upon  the  rates  of  exchange ;  but  the  no- 
nunal  amount  of  his  emoluments,  so  in- 
creased as  to  cover  that  fluctuation,  was 
still  left  as  the  permanent  scale  which  was 
to  govern  the  reduced  allowances  in  situ- 
ations   not  exposed  to  the   deductions 
which  had  led  to  the  last  advance  of  the 
full  salarv.    Mr.  Hamilton,  in  a  letter  to 
lordCasUereaghin  1 815,  had  very  properly 
observed,  that  an  ambassador  should  know 
the  full  amount  of  his  salary,  and  that  the 
loss  by  exchange  in  transacting  the  re- 
mittances ought  to  fall  on  the  country.^— 
The  noble  earl  had  asked,  **  Is  it  fair, 
after  you  have  bad  an  ambassador  in  one 
place  and  in  another,  now  to  send  an 
envoy  to  the  same  court,  and  particularly 
so  when  that  court  sends  to  you  an  ex- 
pensive diplomatic  establishment?    The 
noble    earl   touched    upon  the    recent 
history  of  the  Swiss  cantons ;  and,  beating 
about  the  bush  for  an  argument,  at  length 
he  fixed  upon  their  geographical  position 
on  the  map  of  Europe.    "  Look  at  Switz- 
erland," said  the  noble  earl,  <<  standing 
between  Germany  and  Italy,  one  of  the 
keys  of  Europe,  a  post  where  the  prin- 
cipal powers  of  the  continent  have  always 
struffgled  to  maintain  an  influence ;  and 
was  England  alone  to  refrain  from  putting 
in  a  claim  for  a  fieiir  understanding  with 
the  people  ?"  His  reply  was,  certainJy  not ; 
the  only  consideration  with  him  was,  if 
250/.  had  for  years  been  sufficient  for  a 
British  resident  in  Switzerland,  why  now, 
for  the   same  purpose,  was  4,900/.    or 
5,300/.  deemed  indispensable.    The  noble 
earl  had  informed  them,  that  all  the  persons 
employed  in  foreign  diplomacy  had  fol- 
lowed the  regular  order  of  successiea 
from  the  smallest  to  the  highest  missionii ; 
and  he  had  enlarged  upon  the  benefits 
arising  out  of  such  a  practice.    But  there 
was  an  end,  it  now  seemed,  of  that  prac- 
tical series  of  instruction ;  for  where  were 
the  minor  offices?   The  changes  which 
they  were  called  upon  to  watch,  had  erased 
out  of  the  vocabulary  of  the  secretary  of 
state  the  very  names  of  these  lower  offices 
of  diplomacy,  which  were  rewarded  at  the 
rate  of  250/.  a  year.    Where,  now,  was  a 
secretary  of  legation  heard  of?    It  was 
true,  indeed,    that  they  had,  converted 
electors  into  kingS|  and  petty  princes  i^o 
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pottotiteft— diey  had  nbthinf  to  do  whll 
such  paltry  beingt  as  low  margraTattt  or 
sroveUin^  repuluics,  they  were  engflced 
m  pursuing  higher  things^  and  themore 
it  was,  they  had  abandoned  the  oU  custodi 
of  ha?uig  inferior  o&^ers,  which  was  found 
to  succeed  80  wdl  in  the  time  of  Sir  B«. 
Walpole.  Until  179S,  the  expense  of  the 
Swiss.  nissioB  was  ^50L  a  year.  He  was 
ready  to  gi?e  the  noble  earl  the  benefit  of 
any  change  in  the  geo{;raphical  situation 
of  that  country  which  might  have  occurred 
since  that  period.  But,  whatever  might 
be  ibe  force  of  the  geographical  position, 
the  historical  argument  would  carry  the 
noble  earl  but  a  small  way  in  sustaining 
Ihe  necessity  of  the  present  large  expen- 
diture. For  when  did  Switzerland  stand 
in  a  more  elevated  situation,  or  one  asore 
imposing  in  the  eyes  of  England,  than  in 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  when  the 
larger  states  in  the  world  weoe  conflicting 
between  ^otestant  and  catholic  inte- 
rests; and  not,  ail  now,  running  a  race  of 
legitimacy,  some  of  them  struggling  which 
shall  be  the  more  servOe  adulators  of  pow- 
ers againat  the  friends  of  freedom  and 
independence.  At  the  period  to  which  he 
alluded,  Switserland  was  looked  upon  with 
peculiar  interest  by  England.  Thither  she 
sent  her  children  for  a  Froteiitant  edoca* 
tion,  and  to  Savoy,  that  adghbourmg  state 
whose  interests  had  been  so  sacrifirad  bv 
the  present  administration.  When  all 
these  important  events  were  passine  in 
Europe,  the  British  envojr  in  Switzerland 
maintained  his  country's  influence  upon  a 
salary  of  2501.  a-year.  In  1798,  when 
Switzerland  withstood,  as  a  neutral  coun- 
try, the  political  shocks  which  convulsed 
her  great  neighbours,  Mr.  Pitt,  thibking 
jnstl;f,that  Switzerland  was  a  position  which 
required  great  attention,  appointed  an  en- 
voy with  a  salary  of  IfiObL  a-year.  At 
that  sum  it  remamed  until  the  peace ;  and 
then,  ^  when  the  necessity  for  extreme 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  mission  began 
to  declme,  the  salary  was  augmented  to 
something  like  its  present  amount.  Pas- 
sing on  to  Germany  (the  geography  of 
whtch  remained,  he  supposed,  much  the 
same  as  before),  he  was  astonished  at  the 
monstrous  increase  which  there  presented 
itself.  According  to  Mr.  Pitt's  estimate, 
there  were  six  missions  appropriated  tor 
the  Germanic  empire;  tnere  were  now 
seven,  although  the  smaller  states,  for 
which  the  maiority  of  the  former  six  were 
wanted,  had  been  lately  swallowed  up  by 
the  larger,  and  had,  therefore^  uirfbrtit- 
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nMely  lb?  thelf  own  libertiei^  and  tb^ 
character  of  Europe,  ceased  to  uphold 
courts  interchanging  missions.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  prcpervatioq  of  fi^% 
connexion  with  foreign  states,  through  the 
medium  of  diplomfttuU,  whatever  might 
be  the  changes  through  which  these  stgtea 
had  passed,  and  that  the  rank  of  the  ann 
bassader  should  ascend  a  step  with  die 
title  of  the  potentate ;  but  he  saw  no  rea-i 
son  why  this  country  diould  be  called 
upon  to  pay  an  enoiTnoos  accession  of 
aakry  for  missions,  because  some  little 
petty  prince  or  margrave  became  an  elec« 
tor  or  a  king,  and  grasped  at  the  adjobii^ 
territory  of  his  feebler  neighbour.  Thoa 
personages  might  call  themselves  kings>  oc 
emperors,  or  areat  mogub,  for  any  thka 
he  cared,  provided  the  people  of  England 
were  not  to  be  additionally  taxed  as  die 
consequence  of  sudi  mutations.  It  waa 
of  that  that  he  folt  himself  entitled  to 
complain— it  was  of  an  expenditere  whidi 
in  one  head  of  its  items  was  increased  from 
16,555/.  to  44,306/.  The  noble  earl  was 
never  at  a  loss  for  reasons  when  it  served 
his  purpose  to  give  them;  and  that  dr^ 
cumstance  rendered  his  silence  regarding 
the  augmentation  of  the  allowances  iO  our 
missions  in  Germant  the  nnffe  exlmovdi^ 
nary ;  especially  as  he  had  given  abundant 
reasons  for  the  augmentation  of  the  allotr* 
ance  to  the  mission  in  Switzerland.  With 
regard  to  the  mission  to  the  court  of  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands,  he  conld  not 
altogether  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  his 
nobm  friend  who  had  mtrodaced  this  sub-r 
ject  to  the  House.  The  situation  in  which 
we  had  contribuled  to  place  the  Netber«? 
lands  appeared  to  him  to  be  contrary  to 
the  principles  and  policy  on  whieh  oue 
ancestors  had  always  acted^  and  wM 
decidedly  contrary  to  the  s^nnions  of  the 
great  men  of  other  days  who  had  Uved  ia 
both  countries*— he  meant  of  De  Witt,  oC 
sir  W.  Temple,  of  WUliam  III^  and  of 
prince  Eugene.  But  since  we  were  bound 
by  treaty  to  preserve  the  Netherianda  in 
the  some  situation  that  they  now  were» 
there  was  some  reason  for  our  having  an 
embassy  in  Uiat  country.— He  would  not^o 
into  the  different  items  ef  its  #xpandkuge* 
He  did  not  like  examinioff  too  nacrawly 
into  the  manner  in  whicb  this  puUio 
servant  gained  his  100^,  and  that  public 
servant  bis  l,oeo<.  ft  year*  dther  at  hont 
or  abroad.  StiU,  the  stMnsest  ipelings  of 
hidignation  were  exeiled  m  his  bnaat^ 
when  he  recoHeeted  that  ministers,  hj 
their  kvirii  expendituro  and  finuidttlent 
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ntna^r  #f  ^oMioiog  iW  bad  tfifMfeJi  sbio^ 
hiidy  neoesaiitjr  lb#  every  halipeiiny  iliat 
WM  deidt  out  to  paUio  Mtviam*  abouLdbft 
dotely  looked  aften  Though  be  «4«  ■<«•- 
99o$.  for  haying  aa  amboffador  ol  the  coittfe 
of  the  Netherlands,  he  did  not  think,  that 
the  reatbna.  which  had  been  urged  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  appointmanfts  of  sir 
C.  Stuad,  (a  psan  of  whom  it  was  isspoa-: 
wUe  to  speak  too  highly  ^»  applied  to  the 
apf  ointments  of  any  otner  ambassadors 
besides  tboso  at  the  court  of  France.. 
Wlmt  bis  noUe  friend  bad  sUghtlpr  touched 
upon*— the  great  resort  of  English  travel* 
lees  to  particolar  countries— was  not  a 
reason  tor  sending  an  ambassador  or  a 
vdaister  plenipotentiary  to  anyone  of  them» 
bat  it  was  a  reason,  if  the  nature  of  our 
connexions  rendered  it  necesaarjr  to  send 
a  minister  there*  that  bis  appointments 
should  be  Buch  as  would  enable  him  to  (la 
credit  to  the  country  which  he  was  sent 
to  represent.  For  his  own  part»bowoidd 
rather  augment  than  diminish,  the  appoint* 
menta  of  tbe .  English  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  France ;  but  at  the  same  tite  hei 
must  say,  that  the  reasons  whicli  would 
lead  him  td  increase  the  appobtmeots  of 
our  embassy  thers^  did  not  apply  to  our 
embassieaeliewhere,Vniich  leas  to  the  differ* 
ent  agents  eAipbyed  in  them :  for  it  desert 
ted  to  be  tooolleotedy  that  no  augmenta-^ 
tiou:  of  salary  could  be  made  to  an  ambaa- 
sador  without  a  proportionate  incrpasa 
being  made  to  tbe  salary  of  the  acecetary 
of  legation  and  tbe  Other  persons  Employed 
under  himw-t*He  would  now  take  ttie  op^ 
portunity  of«iqriog  afew  wocdi  with  regard 
to  the  penaioas.  The  noUo  ear)  had  said» 
that  U  odt  of  the  18  peraoai  who  ei>^ 
joyed  penaians  hadriben  froaa  the  lowest 
gradations  of  tb^  department  to  which 
tboy  betoiiged..  It  aught  be  so;  butsdU 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  an  im** 
provesaent  upon  the  ancient  praotioe,  from 
which  it  was  certainly  very  di&rent.  In 
no  court  had  we  at  present  any  minister 
less  than  an  envoy  or  minister  ofeoipolen- 
tiary ;  and  it  waa  stated,  in  dereace  of  the 
practke,  that  all  of  them  had  gone  through 
the  diffiBrentgradationaof  diplomatie  office. 
Now,  in  former  tiknet^  audi  ikidividuals  as 
were  selected  for  ambassadaas  seldom 
underwent  such  a  sckwling  s  on  the  con-* 
trary,  they  were  selected  for  tbeir  high 
rank  and  great  fortune,  and  tbe  penona 
who  were  employed  under  tbem,  though 
tb^  had  tbe  right  of  rising,  rOse  but  very 
slasrly  to  the  rank  of  enroyi  extraordinary^ 
He  spoke  oa  (bis  siAject  with  confidence ; 


an4  he  would  ^y»  that  if  tbe  paperao» 
their  table  could. by  any  possibility  be 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  those  who 
Hied  our  different  embassies,  fifty  or  sixty 
yearp  ago^  surprised  as  they  would  be^ 
by  the  number  of  missions  now  in  exis* 
tence,  they  would  be  still  more  sur- 
prised at  tbe  number  of  pensions^  and 
the.  short  time  durii^g  which  those  who 
hdd,  them  had  been  employed*  Tbey 
bad  increased  with  amazing  ra|)4dit^  since 
the  conclusion  of  peace;  and  yet,  if  there 
was  any  time  during  wl^h  they  ought  to 
have  decreased,  it  certainly  was  that  when 
new  courts  were  opened  mr  the  employ*^ 
ment  of  diplomatists*  Tbey  had,  however, 
doubled  in  tbe  period  from  1804>  to  1806  s 
and  at  present  52,00M.  for  peuaions,  and 
nifiOOL  for  sdaries,  was  the  actual  ex- 
I  pense  of  our  diplomacy,  exclusive  of  the 
expense  which  was  incurred  in  anothet 
shape,  subject  to  what  was  called  the  wis-; 
;  dom  and  vigilance  of  parliament,  and  to^ 
tally  distinct  from  the  estimates  then  be^ 
fore  their  tordihipt^  The  noble  earl  had 
told  him  upon  a  former  ooossion,  that  the 
expeases  of  Qwt  ambassadors  were  less 
than  those  of  an^  other  country.  He  bad 
then  taken  the  hberty  of  caUinjg  the  noble 
earl's  attentkm  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
diflb^snt  missions  emplovra  by  tbe  United 
States  of  America.  Ine  noble  eari  ex-f 
pressed  his  willingness  to  meet  him  upon 
that  ground,  and  combated  the  positions 
whicn  he  (lord  H.)  laid  down,  riow,  ha 
did  not  mean  to.  say,  that  we  were  bound 
to  assimilate  our  practice  to  that  of  the 
United  Statea;  but  still  be  must  main- 
tain, that  it  never  could  be  derogatory 
from  our  character  as  a  nation^  to  bava 
some  regard  to  economy.  He  kne«r 
that  onr  rdations  with  foreign  state  were 
d^fTereDt  from  those  of  America,  an 
that  they  were  not  to  be  judged  exactlji 
on  the  same  princi|de.  He  bim  looked  at 
the  diploBiatic  .expenditure  of  both  cuunn 
tries  for  the  year  1815,  and  had  not  for^ 
gotten  to  take  ioto  calculation  that  Ame^ 
rica,  during  that  year,  had  incurred  some 
extraordinary  expenses,  in  conaequenca 
of  beiojgf  at  peace  with  ^1  the  world,  and 
of  havinff  recently  negotiated  a  treaty  of 
peace  wiui  us.  ija  had  aaid,  in  the  ooursa 
of  bis  argument,  tlmt  be  thought  that  th^ 
expense  of  tba  rebitions  of  America  with 
the  whole  world  would  be  e^ual  to  lOsura 
with  tbe  diffivest  courta  of  Germany*  On 
looking  at  the  requisite  M>ers,  be  found 
diat  the  mission  of  knrd  Castlereagh  to 
Vienna,  which  cost  42|00(M.  exceeded  by 
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S/XXtf.  an  the  allowaacat  to  die  diSMrtnt 
xnisiiont  of  America^  Now,  be  woold  atk 
the  noble  earl,  wliether  be  would  tay^ 
that  he  had  ever  met  ao  American  mmiaCer 
except  upon  equal  tenns  as  to  talent»  in- 
telligeoce»  and  seal  for  the  interetti  of  his 
country.  He  did  not  mean  to  ui^  the  fact 
which  he  had  just  stated  to  their  lordships 
as  a  reason  for  our  approziouiting  our  ex- 
penditure to  that  of  the  United  States :  te 
merely  mentioned  it  to  show  that  gross 
extraragance  must  lunre  existed  in  our 
own  system  of  diplomacy.  Indeed,  the 
expenditure  of  that  department  in  1816 
had  exceeded  the  expenditure  of  ISM  by 
150  per  cent  as  fiur  as  regarded  ourselres ; 
and  as  far  as  regarded  that  of  other  nations 
in  a  five-fold  degree.  It  was  easy  to  see 
how  that  system  had  grown  up  amongst  us. 
The  noble  secretary  had  come  from  the 
continent  daubed  over  with  all  the  adula- 
tion and  mouth'honour  of  the  base  ttid 
senrile  courts  at  which  he  had  been  visiting. 
The  country  was  led  to  believe,  fhmi  tM 
iourbhing  statements  that  he  made  to  it, 
that  it  wmild  be  able  to  exert  for  ever  a 
commandmg  influence  over  the  continent 
It  was  not  tnen  allowed  to  hear  any  thing 
of  the  evils  of  a  transition  from  war  to 
peace— it  was  not  then  apprised  of  the 
evils  of  plenty — it  was  not  then  amused 
with  in^ious  and  ioiaginary  reasons  for 
calamities  which  nothing  but  the  odious 
and  profligate  measures  of  ministers  had 
entailed  upon  it.  The  noble  lord  came 
over  exulting  and  triumphing,  and  made 
the  country  believe  itself  lord  of  the  world ; 
and  it  was  at  the  very  moment  that  it  was 
labouring  under  that  delusion,  that  the 
noUe  lora  submitted  to  it  the  estimates 
ftr  our  missions,  drawn  up  on  what  M. 
Colonne had  called  << une  iecmamit large.* 
What,  he  would  ask,  had  been  the  result 
of  that  lavish  system  I  Would  atiy  of  the 
noble  lords  opposite  sajr,  that  it  had  ena* 
bled  as  to  conuuue  that  influence  over  the 
continent  which  we  had  enjoyed  at  the 
condosion  of  the  war  ?  If  there  was  any 
man,  either  in  that  House  or  out  of  it,  who 
would  hazard  such  an  assertion,  let  him 
take  to  himself  the  shame  of  the  subjuga- 
tion  of  Italy:  let  him  take  to  himsdf  3ie 
sfaune  of  annihilating  therisinff  liberties  of 
Na|>les :  let  him  take  to  himself  the  shame 
of  crushing  freedom,  as  &r  as  freedom 
eoold  be  crushed,  in  every  country  of 
Einrope :  let  him  take  to  himself  shame  for 
the  deviation  from  all  those  prindples 
which  the  allied  sovereigns  had  proclaimed 
in  their  hour  of  disUess,  and  which  they 


declared  it  dieir  object  to  establisb  in  tbe 
congress  at  Vienna.  Let  him  consider,  if 
we  had  the  influence  which  he  maintained 
that  we  had,  that  it  was  Ei^land  that  had 
laid  Italy  prostrate  at  the  foot  of  Austria ; 
that  it  Iras  England  thM  had  consigned  to 
exile  or  the  dungeon  every  Italian  that 
was  distinguished  for  his  talent,  integrity, 
and  love  of  independence;  that  it  was 
England  that  had  insuked  its  most  andent 
andpiithfttl  ally,  by  fordng  it  to  deliver  the 
keys  of  its  fortresses  to  \m  house  of  Aus- 
tria, its  most  ancient  and  inveterate  enemy. 
If  we  still  retained  our  former  influence 
over  the  continent,  how  had  we  exercised 
it,  whilst  those  atrodous  outrages  were 
committing  on  the  rights  of  nuui  and  the 
liberties  of  nations  ?  Why,  the  noble 
aeoretary  had  published  a  circular,  in 
which  he  had  expressed  his  disapprobation 
of  what  Austria  was  ddng.  Now,  that 
drcular  was  dther  a  £rise  pcetenee,  to 
throw  dust  into  the  eyes  of  the  people  and 
parliament  of  England,  or  it  was  a  dodsive 
proof  that  our  boasted  influence  was 
completdy  ^one.  Another  proof  that 
it  was  so,  might  be  deduced  from  an 
answer  which  the  noble  eari  opposite 
had  given  him  upon  two  distinct  occa- 
sions. The  noble  earl  had  told  him,  when 
he  asked  a  question  about  the  payment 
of  that  loan  which  Austria  had  obtained 
from  our  nserchants  by  a  spades  of  swind* 
linff,  that  every  engine  was  at  work  to 
enmrce  the  payment  of  it.  He  bad  seen 
rumours  in  the  public  journals  for  three  or 
four  days  past,  of  the  intention  of  the 
Austrian  cabinet  to  raise  a  new  loan  in 
order  to  discfaaige  its  debt  to  this  conn- 
try  ;  but  he  was  sure  that  we  should  never  * 
get  in  payment  of  that  debt,  a  quarter  of 
the  money  which  we  had  expended  in 
missions  to  Vienna  since  the  peace.  In- 
deed, if  we  should  ever  set  as  interest  for 
that  loan  the  expence  of  one  yearns  mis- 
sion to  the  German  courts,  he  should  feel 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  would  never  open 
his  mouth  ajgain  upon  the  subject.  Though . 
he  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  of  our  other  missioos» 
he  could  not  condude  the  observations 
which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  oSering 
to  thdr  lord^iips  without  expressing  a 
hope  that  the  odious  and  execrable 
government  of  Turkey  woidd  ere  long  fall 
to  the  ground.  He  cared  not  whether  tbe 
blow  came  from  Rusria  or  firomi^reece, 
he  trusted,  however,  that  conoe  firom  what 
quarter  it  might,  the  government  of  this 
country,  situated  as  it  now  was,  would 
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■btdmi  from  interfering  in  the  8trug;le. 
We  were  too  remote  to  interfere  in  the 
ooDteit,  •  but  not  too  remote  to  feel  in- 
terested in  its  result.  Though,  as  a  states- 
man, he  was  compelled  to  advise  our 
neutrality  in  the  combat,  he  must,  as  a 
man  and  a  philosopher,  wish  the  result  of 
it  to  be,  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
infamous  and  tyrannical  gorernment  of 
Turkey.    [Hear,  hear.] 

Lord  ^lienborough  complained,  that 
the  papers  on  the  table  were  not  sufficiently 
satisfactonr,  as  they  did  not  contain  an 
accomut  of  the  contingent  expenses.  In 
reply  to  what  had  falten  from  the  noble 
lord,  he  wocOd  state  that  the  expenses  m- 
Gorred  by  our  foreign  missions  m  1815  and 
1816  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  a  criterion 
to  judge  of  the  expenses  of  common  years. 
He  likewise  contended,  that  of  all  the 
diffisrent  species  of  expenditure  incurred 
by  goyemment,  that  incurred  in  the  di- 
plomatic service  was  the  most  necessary ; 
for  it  was  roformation— it  was  dispatch  of 
business  it  was  the  best  means  of  facili- 
tadng  those  results  which  goyemment 
most  wished  to  produce,  in  short,  expendi- 
ture in  diplomacy  was  secret  seryice  money 
and  if  an  ambassador  was  improperly 
limited  in  the  employment  of  i^  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  oim  to  be  of  any 
utility  to  his- country. 

The  motion  was  then  negatiyed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednaday^  March  27. 
RoASTBD  Whiat.]  Sir  R.  WiboHt 
seeing  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
place,  wished  to  call  his  attention  to  a 
circumstance  of  considerable  importance. 
He  had  receiyed  a  letter  from  a  person 
who  was  now  detained  in  prison  ibr  nod- 
payment  of  afine  which  had  been  imposed 
4ipon  him  for  sdlinff  Roasted  Wheat,  not 
with  an  intent  to  defraud  the  revenue, 
but  bond  fide  as  a  breakfast  beymage. 
The  circumstances  of  this  individual's  case 
were  those  of  considerable  hardship. 
He  had  been  sentenced  to  an  imprison- 
ment of  nme  months  for  a  political  offimce. 
J>uriogthe  time  he  was  m  confinement, 
he  was  informed  that  he  wu  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  for  selling  roasted  wheat, 
but  was  told  that  if  he  would  plead  guilty 
10  the  offence,  he  would  not  be  required 
to  pay  the  penalty.  He  aocordinfffy  did 
pl^ guilty;  but,  to  his  astoniAment, 
when  the  period  of  his  imprisonment  had 
expired,  ne  was  prevented  from  leaving 


the  prison  by  a  detaber  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  for  60/.,  the  amount  of  the  fine 
which  had  been  imposed  for  selling  the 
roasted  grain.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  government 
to  propose  a  repeal  or  modification  of  the 
act  of  the  4l8t  of  George  the  Srd,  under 
which  the  convictions  for  selling  roasted 
wheat  had  been  imposed,  and  whether  it 
was  intended  to  remit  the  fines  which  had 
been  imposed  upon  such  convictions  \ 

Mr.  LuihingioH  said,  that  the  consider- 
ation of  the  general  question  with  respect 
to  the  selling  of  roasted  wheat  had  been 
referred  to  me  board  of  excise,  who  had 
not  yet  come  to  any  decision  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Ahercrtmiy  was  of  opinion  that  the 
act  required  amendment.  As  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  it  went  the  monstrous  length 
of  dedaring  that  if  any  person  dionld  ms- 
covera  substitute  for  coffise,  no  matter 
how  wholesome  or  economicali  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  sell  it. 

Constitutional  Association— Pa- 
TiTiON  OF  John  Barklxt.]  Dr.  Ltuh" 

Stfon  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
ouse  to  a  petition  which  he  held  in  his 
hand.  The  name  of  the  petitioner  was 
John  Berkley,  and  he  was  17  years  of  age. 
He  was  one  of  those  individuals  who  iuid 
fallen  victims  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
sodety  which  had  usurped  the  name  of 
<<  constitutional.''  That  society  had  not 
only  brought  the  petitioner  to  trial,  but 
haa  harassed  him  m  the  first  instance^ 
and  had  made  him  undergo  a  preliminary 
imprisonment.  On  the  4th  of  March  last, 
the  petitioner's  trial  came  on  before  the 
Common  Serjeant  and  a  London  juiy. 
Before  the  trial  commenced,  his  counsel 
objected  to  the  jury  on  this  ground,  that 
they  were  not  competent  to  give  a  fair 
verdict,  because  only  two  days  before 
they  had  tried  and  conyicted  William 
Vamplew  for  publishing  the  identical  libel 
for  selling  which  the  petitioner  was  indict- 
ed. The  common  seijeant  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  objection  was  not  well- 
founded.  He  (Dr.  L.)  would,  how- 
ever contend  that  to  compel  a  person 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury  which  had  already 
prejudged  his  case,  was  a  violation  of  the 
first  principles  of  justice.  It  was  laid 
down  by  lord  Coke,  that  no  person  was 
qtudifiea  to  sit'  upon  a  jur^,  if  he  had 
already  been  party  to  a  verduct  in  a  cause 
where  the  same  question  had  been  tried, 
although  between  other  plaintifi  and  de- 
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fendanci*  Kimv  had  not  the  Mine  qoei- 
tioDy  in  fad,  been  decided  between  other 
parties  in  the  preMnt  otse?.  AU  that 
Barkley'i  jury  could  try  was,  whether  he 
had  or  had  not  published  the  Ubd ;  for 
that  the  worli  in  cpiestion  was  a  libel  they 
iuid  already  declared  by  a  previous  ver* 
diet.  What,  he  would  ask,  did  the  prao- 
tice  lead  to«  or  radwr  what  did  it  net 
lead  to?  Soreli^  every  man  most  bear  in 
mind  the  libel  bill  passed  after  so  mnoh 
•exertion  by  Mr.  Fox*-that  bill  by  which 
Juries  recovered  the  rights  and  privileges 
whieh  judges  had  usurped  from  them— the 
privilege  m  deciding  ftw  themselves  not 
only  as  to  the  ^Mt  qf  publication,  but  also 
as  to  the  question  of  Imel  or  no  libeL  He 
(Dr*  L.)  declared  that  he  knew  of  no 
greater  blessing  eonferred  vpon  ]$ogland 
than  Mr.  Fox's  libd  bill;  and  yet  that 
bill  had  been  set  at  nought  in  Mm  in^ 
'Stance ;  for  the  jury  who  tried  Berkley 
had  deckled  before  they  went  into  the 
box  as  to  the  question  of  Hbeli  and  had 
onl^  left  to  try  the  fact  of  publication. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  only  evil 
ansins  from  Uie  practice  of  which  he 
complained.  He  was  now  about  to  speak 
to  facu  proved  by  the  petition  whicn  be 
held  in  his  hand — proved  by  the  words  of 
the  fiireman  of  Bsrkle/s  Jwry,  (who  com* 
plained  heavily  of  the  situation  in  which 
he  had  been  pbused)— 4ind  proved  by  the 
Seotimony  of  eTe*witnesses»  whose  veracity 
was  tmibopea^ble.  The  counsel  for  the 
prosecution,  in  his  opening  to  the  jury* 
said,  **  I  recur  to  the  speech  which  I 
made-here  three  days  since ;  that  speedi 
contained  arguments  which  I  am  sore 
most  satisfy  you  that  the  book  in  question 
is  a  libel,  and  theve  is  no  occasion,  there- 
fore,  that  I  should  fhrther  occupy  your 
time  upon  that  head."  And  how  was  the 
connsei  fer  the  prisoner,  who  had  not 
been  present  at  the  former  speech,  to 
reply  to  arguments  which  he  had  not 
heard  ?  This  was  one  part  of  the  ob- 
jection to  this  course  of  proceeding ;  but 
there  were  still  greater  evils  attending 
upon  it.  The  ludge  himself— and  here 
he  did  say  that  he  was  bound  to  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  judge;  he  com- 
plained Uiat  the  conduct  of  the  judge  had 
not  been  upright,  just,  or  impartial.  The 
judge  had  distinctly  told  the  jury,  that  he 
could  not  understand  how  they  could 
fonb  a  different  opinion  upon  Berkley's 
case  consistently  with  their  former  ver« 
diet.  So,  the  judge  actually  reminded 
the  jury  of  their,  former  vefdict,  instead 


ofendeavooringtogetfid,  ifposuUe,  b€ 
any  lurking  prejudice  which  might  be 
4iangin^  dSool  their  minds.  He  must 
oomplain  heavUy  of  this  conduct ;  and  he 
appMded  to  hb  hon.  and  learned  friends 
op|ioiita,  whether  they  ought  not  in  can* 
dour  to  come  forward  and  admit  the  urn* 
suladty  of  the  trial.  They  ought  <not» 
aeoaose  the  indivkhial  offending  waa  m 
poor  unfriended  being,  to  sanction  a  vio- 
ktson  of  that  aaost  sacred  right,  the  trial 
by  jury.  He  would  aak  either  of  tboie 
hon*  and  learned  cenileaan  to  put  a  case 
to  themselves.  Supposing  they  had  te 
oeaduet  a  proaecution  fur  libel  agamst  two 
oc  more  iadividualsy  if  a  jury  aoauitts4 
the  first  by  negativing  the  fact  or  libels 
would  they  go  on  with  the  same  jury  to 
ihe  trial  of  the  others?  CouM  they  do 
it  with  oonmiOD  regard  to  their  profiet- 
ttonalcharaotesj  In  the  present  case, 
•a  boy,  net  taose  than  17  years  of  ago  had 
fallen  under  the  Cuigs  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Society.  He  was  unable,  akhou^ 
he  hadapplied  to  the  clerk  of  the  arra^gns^ 
to  procure  a  list  of  the  jury^  That  ob« 
jectioa  was  taken  at  the  trial,  and  overi. 
ruled.  The  next  course  taken  by  the 
prisoner  waa  a  course  generally  admitted 
upon  triala  for  misdemeanour*  He  be* 
licved  that  it  waa  not  usual  m  such  cases 
to  insist  upon  all  the  rtriot  formalities  of 
challenge ;  the  mere  statement  that  there 
was  ground  of  objection  to  any  of  the 
jury,  ^n  the  score  of  undue  prejudice, 
was  always  held  sufficient.  Challenge 
upon  that  score  was  made  in  Berkley's 
case  ;  but4dthough  it  waa  aoeustooied  to 
succeed  hi  ether  cases,  it  failed  in  his. 
And,  let  the  House  look  at  the  situatiou 
in  which  the  jury  as  weU  as  the  prisoner 
were  i>laoed,  by  the  improper  coarse  per- 
stttedin.  In  Berkley's  case,  they  took 
thirty-five  minutea  to  deliberate  before 
they  found  their  verdict  of  guilty :  in  Che 
former  oases  they  had  returned  the  same 
verdict  without  any  deliberation  at  alk 
The  very  drcumsunee  of  this  besitatiod 
proved  that  they  were  in  doubt;  probably 
but  for  the  sake  of  ooasistenqr,  thenr 
verdict  might  have  been  the  other  way. 
As  it  was,  the  verdict  was  accompanied 
with  a  recommendation  to  mercjr,  and  a 
sentence  of  six  month's  impnemBoieot 
only  was  passed  upon  the  defendants 
The  hon.  and  learned  member  then  pro^ 
ceeded  to  advert  to  tlie  sentences  passed 
upon  the  two  other*  individaajs  tried  for 
the  same  offence  as  Berkley.  He  underu 
stood  that,  to  the  akeedy  heavy  senteoce 
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of  imprisonment  for  two  jears*— then  to 
find  sui'eUes  for  good  behaviour  during 
life — the  farther  infliction  of  hard  labour, 
had,  on  their  entering  the  Poultry 
Compter,  been  added.  Courts  of  justice 
certainly  had  the  power  of  ordering  that 
aggravation  of  punishment;  but  was  it 
to  be  endured,  that  for  the  mere  publi- 
cation of  opinions— of  opinions  upon  sub- 
jects as  to  which  almost  all  men  di£Pei>ed 
—as  to  which,  were  it  possible  to  dive 
into  the  hearts  of  gentlemen  present, 
scarcely  three  of  those  gentlemen  would 
be  found  upon  all  points  to  agree— was 
it  fair,  that  for  publishing  his  opinions 
upon  such  subjects,  a  man  should  be  com- 
pelled, in  addition  to  imprisonment,  to 
labour  for  two  years  at  an  unwholesome 
employment  I  He  had  heard  that  there 
was,  in  truth,  no  occasion  for  the  parti- 
cular order  for  hard  labour,  inasmuch  as 
that,  when  a  man  went  to  the  Compter, 
hard  labour  followed  of  course.  In  the 
instance,  however,  to  which  he  adverted, 
the  order  was  distinctly  ^ iven  ;  for  it  was 
actually  added,  and  by  interlineation,  to 
the  sentence.  The  learned  doctor  went 
on  to  comment  upon  the  misohievousoess 
of  prosecutions  liKe  those  to  which  he  had 
been  alluding.  When  the  House  saw  a 
man  like  Mr.  Hone  raised  (merely  by 
prosecution)  from  an  obscure  individual 
to  a  man  known  in  every  comer  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Wales,  could  they 
do  otherwise  than  lament  to  see  any  body 
of  men  so  absurd  and  so  wicked,  as  to 
erect  tbemseWes  into  a  society  for  the 
assumption  of  powers  which  demanded 
the  nicest  discretion  in  their  exercise,  and 
which  the  policy  of  the  law  had  vested  in 
the  Crown.  With  the  fate  of  the  peti- 
tioner was  embarked  the  fate  of  one  of 
the  most  sacred  privileges  of  an  English- 
man. 

The  SolicUor  General  Mtadf  with  respect 
to  the  publication  for  which  the  petitioner 
was  tried,  that  a  more  blasphemous  and 
seditions  libel  never  issued  from  the  press 
of  this  country.  Every  person  who  had 
read  the  public  prints  of  the  day,  was 
aware  of  tne  miscnievous  character  of  that 
infamous  publication.  It  was  openly  de- 
clared by  Mr.  Carlile,  the  employer  of 
the  prisoner,  tliat  he  would  set  the  law  at 
defiance— that  nothing  should  prevent 
bim  from  pursuing  the  career  which  he 
}iad  commenced— that  though  he  might 
be  imprisoned,  his  family  one  after  an- 
other, were  willing  to  become  martyrs  in 
the  cause  for  whicn  he  suffered ;  and  that 
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after  they  should  be  convicted,  he  would 
hire,  at  a  low  rate,   persons  who  would 
bid  defiance  to  the  law,  and  those  he 
would  make  the  instruments  of  his  pur- 
pose.   It  was  well  known  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  defeaUng  the  law,  the  publica- 
tions were  sold  through  an  aperture  in  a 
partition,   no  person  being  visible  in  the 
shop.    It  was  well  known  that  over  the 
shop  in  question  was  publicly  inscribed-* 
<<  This  is  the  mart  for  sedition  and  blas- 
phemy."   This  being  known,  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  any  individual  who  hap- 
pened to  have  evidence  against  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  this  attempt  to  defeat  the 
law,  to  proceed  to  bring  them  to  Justice. 
With  respect  to  the  society  itself  which 
had  proceeded  in  tills  case  he  had  nothing 
to  do,  he  had  nothing  to  say ;   but,  whe- 
ther society  or  whether  individuals,   it 
was  the  dut^  of  those  who  possessed  evi- 
dence to  bring  the  guilty  to  justice.    As 
to  the  conduct  of  the  learned  judge,   it 
was  true,  that  the  defendant  took  an  ob- 
jection to  the  trial  proceeding  before  the 
same  jury  that  bad  tried  another  defendant 
for  the  same  libel.    Now  he  would  put  it 
to  his  learned  friend,  whether  the  judge 
had  the  power,   without  the  consent  of 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution,   to  stop 
the  proceeding  merely  on  account  of  that 
jury  having  to  try  the  cause.    The  judge 
told  the  defendant  that  he  might  put  in  a 
challenge  either  against  any  individual  or 
to  the  array,   but  the  defendant  did  not 
put  in  any  such  challenge,   knowing,  as 
any  one  acquainted  wi&  the  law  must 
have  known,  that  there  was  no  legal  ob- 
jection to  the  jury.    The  learned  counsel 
was  not  taken  by  surprise ;  he  had  several 
days  to  determine  the  course  to  be  taken ; 
and  he  found  that  there  was  no  legal  ob- 
jection to  the  jury.    It  was  only  necessary 
to  refer  to  any  passage  of  the  libel,   to 
shew  that  no  jury  could  have  come  to  a 
different  decision.     In  one  passage  the 
writer  said,  **  All  religion  I  proclaim  to 
be  a  vice  in  society,   to  be  compared  to 
the  mythology  of  former  times,  which 
can  consist  only  with  an  ignorsince  of  the 
laws  of  nature,  and  is  supported  merely 
by  the  power  of  priestcraft."    Was  it 
possible  for  any  twelve  men  to  doubt  that 
this  was  a  libel?    The  only  question, 
then,  that  remained  for  a  lury  was,  whe- 
ther the  party  accused  had  uken  part  in 
the  publication ;  and  as  to  that  Question^ 
the  juiy  could  not  be  at  all  prejuaiced  by 
their  previous   decision.     Another  ob- 
jection had  been  taken  to  the  conduct  of 
4P 
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the  judge ;  namelT»  that  in  a  sentence 
fof  tbe  oftnoe  of  bla8phemy»  he  had  made 
hard  labour  a  part  of  the  sentence.  That 
was  not  the  case  in  the  sentence  of  the 
petitioner.  If  the  person  intrusted  to 
carry  that  sentence  into  e&ct  had  de- 
viated from  the  terms  of  it,  the  prisoner 
would  obtain  redress  in  any  court  of  law 
in  England.  But  he  apprehended  that 
this  would  be  found  to  be  a  mistake. 
When  a  prisoner  was  committed  to  a 
house  of  correction,  the  gaoler  was 
authorized  by  the  statutes  regulatine  such 
places,  in  case  the  prisoner  should  de- 
mand the  prison  albwance,  to  set  him, 
not  to  hard  labour,  but  to  such  moderate 
labour  as  might  earn  that  allowance,  so 
that  he  miffht  not  be  a  charee  to  the 
country.  No  doubt,  in  anotner  case, 
hard  labour  had  been  made  nart  of  the 
sentence,  and  the  prisoner  had  been  re- 
quired to  give  his  own  security  for  his 
good  behaviour  during  life.  Now  his 
learned  friend  would  find  that  tbb  had 
formed  part  of  almost  every  sentence  for 
blasphemy.  Chief  Justice  Hale,  who 
would  not  be  considered  a  cruel  judge, 
had  in  such  a  case  not  only  senten(^  Sie 
defendant  to  fine,  imprisonment,  and  hard 
labour,  but  not  merely  to^ivehisown 
security,  but  to  find  the  security  of  others 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  life.  In  the 
case  of  the  King  v.  Williams,  for  a  libel, 
which  formed  part  of  the  libel  in  question, 
lord  Mansfield  inflicted  a  similar  sentence, 
and  indeed  there  was  hardly  a  case  of 
blasphemy,  of  tbe  sentence  of  which  hard 
labour  had  not  formed  a  part.  Thus 
much  he  had  thought  himpelf  bound  to 
give  in  way  of  explanation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  learned  judge,  and  he  had  endea- 
voured to  abstain  from  intemperance  or 
from  the  declamation  in  which  his  learned 
friend  had  indulged. 

Dr.  LusMngton  saidi  it  was  no  answer 
to  his  argument  to  say,  that  the  publica- 
tion was  of  a  very  dangerous  character. 
He  had  contended,  that,  in  proportion  as 
the  matter  of  accusation  was  atrocious, 
there  was  the  more  reason  that  the  indi- 
vidual accused  should  have  a  fair  trial. 
He  did  not  stand  up  to  justify  the  publi- 
cation-^he  had  always  opposed  himself  to 
the  doctrines  which  it  contained ;  but  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  look  to  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  the  trial  was  con- 
ducted, and  having  considered  it,  he  stated 
what  he  felt ;  namely,  that  tlie  defiant 
had  not  received  a  feir  trial. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 


Gaot  DeUoery'^^ 
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Oaol  Dblivbry— Petition  trom 
THi  Grand  Jury  or  Essnc]  Sir 
EUah  Haroey  rose,  to  present  a  petition 
from  the  grand  jury  of  Essex,  the  object 
of  which  was  so  clear  and  distinct,  that  it 
required  very  few  observations  in  its  sup- 
port. Tbe  petitioners  called  on  the  House 
to  devise  some  means  by  which  eeneral 
gaol  deliveries  shotdd  be  rendered  more 
frequent  in  the  counter  of  Essex.  At  pre- 
sent, it  bappened  that  individuals  remained 
in  gaol  from  six  to  nine  months  before 
they  were  discharged.  He  held  in  hia 
hand  the  calendar  of  the  last  Lent  assizes, 
from  which  it  appeared  that,  from  the 
termination  of  the  summer  assizes,  early 
in  August,  until  the  ISth  of  November, 
22  prisoners  were  committed,  whose  trials 
could  not  take  place  until  the  following 
Lent  assizes.  Six  of  that  number  were 
acQuitted,  and  two  were  dis^arged  by 
public  proclamation,  no  prosecutor  ap- 
peuing.  It  was  a  great  hardship  on  tne 
mdividuals  who  were  thus  imprisoned 
for  many  months;  and  it  was  also  a  heavy 
expense  to  the  county.  The  length  of 
time  also  which  elapsed  between  tite  com- 
mitment and  the  trial,  deterred  many  per- 
sons from  prosecuting.  He  moved,  that 
the  petition  be  brought  up. 

mr.  Wettem^  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  colleague,  beffged  permission 
to  go  a  little  farther  into  tne  consideration 
of  the  subject.  When  on  former  occa- 
sions, it  was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  the  noble  lord  opposite  had 
declared,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
the  evil  of  which  the  petitioners  com- 
plained. Neither  he  nor  the  petitioners 
doubted  that  his  majesty's  ministers  would 
consider  the  subject,  and  devise  a  remedy : 
but  it  was  most  desirable,  as  the  petitionera 
stated,  that  the  legislature  should  imme- 
diately proceed  to  pay  attention  to  this 
important  subject.  He  did  not  wish  un- 
necessarily to  touch  on  a  suMect  which 
fell  within  the  province  of  the  leorned 

Sentlemen  opposite,  and  of  other  indivi- 
nals  of  high  rank  and  eminence  in  the 
law ;  neither  did  he  want  to  interfere  with 
the  important  duties  of  the  learned  judges; 
but  the  attention  of  the  petitioners,  some 
of  whom  were  magistrates  of  the  county, 
bad  beetf  directed  to  this  siri>ject,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  hardship  and  inconve* 
nience  which  the  existing  system  produced. 
They  found,  on  examining  the  eaol-eslen- 
dar,  that  generally  one-huf  of  Ae  persona 
brought  to  trial  at  the  Lent  assizes  were 
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committed  in  the  month  of  January,  It 
was  thuf  evidenty  that  the  county  was  at 
the  expense  of  keeping  in  the  gaol  from 
January  until  the  Lent  assizes  a  greater 
number  of  prisoners  by  one-half»  than 
would  be  the  case  if  a  gaol  delivery  took 
place  In  January*  Taking  the  avenue 
for  a  given  number  of  years,  it  would  be 
seen,  that  the  number  of  prisoners  in- 
creased one  half,  in  consequence  of  the 
long  interval  between  the  summer  and  the 
Lent  assizes.  If  gaol-deliveries  were  more 
frequent^  the  county  would  not  have  to 
support  more  than  one-half  the  prisoners, 
for  whom  they  were  now  obliged  to  pro* 
vide  for  a  very  considerable  period. 
Taking  a  period  of  four  years,  the  ave- 
rage  number  of  prisoners  tried  at  the 
Lait  assizes  at  Chelmsford  was  102;  of 
whom  50  were  imprisoned  in  the  month  of 
January.  If,  therefore,  a  gaol-delivery 
took  place  in  that  month,  the  county 
would  be  freed  from  the  expense  of  sup- 
porting 50  prisoners.  In  every  point  of 
view,  both  with  reference  to  humanity 
and  economy,  the  subject  was  of  great 
importance. '  Of  all  other  prisoners,  those 
committed  for  fdony  were  the  most  ex- 
pensive and  difficult  to  provide  for.  In 
the  first  place,  ample  security  must  be 
provided  to  prevent  their  escape;  and  it 
was  also  necessary  to  separate  and  classify 
them,  in  order  to  prevent  contamination. 
The  necessity  of  more  frequent  gaoMeli^ 
veries  was  fuJly  exemplified  by  what  was 
now  passing  at  Maidstone;  where  the 
number  of  prisoners  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent,  that  Mr.  Baron  Graham  was 
obliged  to  put  o£P  very  many  Nisi  Prius 
cases  of  great  importance,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  Mr.  Baron  Wood  in  trying 
criminal  offences.  This,  however,  was 
not  sufficient;  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Lawes 
and  Mr.  Serjeant  Taddy  were  trying 
cases  in  an  Anabaptist  chapel.  There 
was,  he  conceived,  considerable  injustice 
in  keeping  persons  in  prison,  as  the  assizes 
were  now  regulated.  Individoals  who  had 
committed  trifling  oflTences,  and  others 
who  ultimately  were  acquitted,  were  im- 
prisoned for  seveittl  months,  and  that  too 
in  winter,  before  they  were  tried  at  the 
Lent  assizes.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  efiect  which  mroishment  ought  to 
have,  was  considerably  weakened;  for 
imprisonment  ceased  ^to  be  viewed  with 
feelings  of  pain.  From  the  year  1816  it 
appeared,  that,  of  the  persons  committed 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  no  less  than  400 
were  imprisoned  before  the  Ist  of  October. 


Those  individuals  must,  therefore,  have 
remamed  venr  little  less  than  six  months 
in  gad,  before  they  were  tried  at  the 
Lent  asrizes;  and  at  the  present  Lent 
assizes,  many  of  the  persons  convicted  of 
felony  were  sentenced  to  a  shorter  period 
of  imprisonment  than  they  had  previously 
ondergone.  The  commitments  in  Essex, 
for  the  last  ten  jrears,  were  4,^1 ;  of  that 
number  1,100  persons  bad  been  acquitted, 
and  no  bill  had  been  found  against  274« 
Yet  those  persons  had  been  subjected  to 
a  very  looff  imprisonment,  before  their 
cases  were  decided.  He  thought  the  re- 
medy  for  this  evil— that  of  a  more  fVe- 
quent  gaol  delivery-— could  easily  be  ob-« 
tained.  What  he  and  other  individuals 
wished  for,  was,  that  one  of  the  judged 
should  take  the  criminal  cases  at  the 
quarter  sessions,  while  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  appeals  &c.,  could  go  on  before 
tihe  magistrates  as  usual.  He,  for  one, 
did  not  think  tho  administration  of  the 
erimhial  law  would  be  perfect,  while  ft* 
prisoner  could  by  any  possibility,  be  kept 
m  gaol  for  more  than  three  months  pre- 
vious to  bis  trial.  The  Lent  and  Summer 
assizes  were  extremely  well  fixed,  in 
point  of  time;  and  he  thought,  if  another 
gaol  delivery  took  place  in  January,  it- 
would  be  a  very  beneficial  measure.  He 
could  see  no  objection  to  leaving  the 
capital  offences  to  one  of  the  judges,  at 
the  time  of  the  quarter  sessions,  while  the 
other  business  proceeded  in  the  ordinary 
course.  When  the  quarter  sessions  were 
held,  both  the  grand  and  the  petty  jury 
were  in  attendance.  The  magistrate^ 
were  also  assembled,  and  the  gentry,  or 
what  might  be  termed  the  public  of  the 
county,  were  present  at  that  time.  Per- 
haps It  might  be  said,  that  the  judges 
would  be  incompetent  to  perform  this 
additional  duty.  He  thought,  however, 
that  six  of  them  might  be  spared  for  the 
purpose ;  and  that  three  additional  judges 
should  be  appointed  to  assist  them.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  expense  which  such 
an  appointment  would  occasion,  could 
fairly  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  not  rendering 
the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  as 
perfect  as  possible.  The  object  was  no 
ms  than  the  prevention  of  absolute  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ped  said,  that  any  one 
who  had  I'ead  the  petition,  or  had  heard 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Essex* 
coula  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject  of  which  it  treat- 
ed.   He  conceived  that  nothing   could 
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be  more  proper  to  petition  that  House 
upon,  and  that  hon.  niembert  cooyersant, 
from  their  tituatiooa  in  the  country,  with 
these  matters,  should  express  their  opinion, 
as  to  the  best  mode  of  improring  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice ;  and  he  thought 
the  least  return  that  could  be  made  for 
the  manner  in  which  tlie  duties  of  the 
magistrates  were  performed,  was  to  attend 
to  the  representations  made  by  them, 
involying  subjects  connected  with  the  du- 
ties of  their  situations.  He  assured  the 
House,  that  this  subject  had  not  escaped 
the  serious  attention  of  his  nuijesty's 
government,  and  he  hoped  the  communi- 
cation he  had  to  make  on  the  subject 
would  convince  the  House,  that  they 
were  by  no  means  disposed  to  undenralue 
the  importance  of  the  question.  At  the 
same  time,  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite, 
must  in  candour  admit,  that  they  ought 
to  approach  a  change  in  the  established 
mode  of  administering  justice  in  the 
^country  without  due  caution ;  and  with- 
out taxing  especial  care  not  to  disturb 
that  opinion  as  to  the  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  which  it  was  so  desira- 
ble should  be  entertained  by  the  country 
at  large.  The  fact,  that  the  system  of 
this  country  was  the  most  perfect  system 
of  jurisprudence  in  the  world,  imposed 
upon  them  the  necessity  of  obserying 
great  caution  in  approaching  it  for  the 
purpose  of  making  any  change.  With 
regard  to  the  rem^ies  proposed  by  the 
hon.  member  for  Essex,  upon  first  sight, 
he  could  perceiye  many  dimeulties  in  the 
way  of  the  adoption  of  the  plan  laid 
down  by  him.  That  pUm  w»,  that  one  or 
two  judges  should  attend  at  the  quarter 
sessioDs  to  preside  oyer  a  criminal  court, 
and  make  the  grand  and  petty  juries  in 
attendance  co*operttte  with  him.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  impossible  to  carry  that 
plan  ioto  effect  without  increasing  the 
number  of  the  judges ;  and  to  that,  all 
men  who  had  turned  their  attention  to  the 
subject,  entertained  yery  great  objections. 
That  difficulty,  therefore,  must  in  the  first 
instance,  be  surmounted,  and  then  there 
would  remain  other  difficulties  of  still 
greater  magnitude.  Any  one  who  had 
witnessed  the  administrauon  of  the  law  at 
the  quarter  sessions,  could  not  fail  to  have 
remarked  the  vast  difference  there  was, 
betwixt  the  grand  and  petty  juries  on 
that  occasion,  and  those  assembled  at  the 
assizes.  This  being  the  case,  the  House 
would  see  to  what  it  would  tend;  and 
nothing  was  more  to  be  ayoided  in  the 
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establishment  of  a  new  gaol  deliyery, 
than  the  imnression  that  criminal  cases 
were  disposed  of  with  less  care  and  atten- 
tion than  at  the  assises.  If  there  were 
an  impression  on  the  country  that  they 
were  attended  with  less  solemnity,  it 
would  greatly  deteriorate  the  cause  of 
justice.  Another  difficulty  attendmg  the 
quarter  sessions  was,  that  by  law  ther 
were  required  to  be  held  within  a  week 
after  a  certain  period,  which  woold  dis* 
able  the  judge  and  the  counsel,  from  re- 
turning to  their  duty  in  the  courts  in 
London,  in  term  time.  He  would  take, 
for  instance,  the  October  quarter  sessioni , 
to  be  held  within  a  week  of  the  11th 
October.  Supposing  that  day  to  fall  on  a 
Sunday,  the  session  might  not  begin  before 
the  19th,  and  the  term  beginning  on  the 
6tb  Noyember,  how  was  it  possible  that 
the  judge  and  counsel  could  return  to 
their  duties  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  other  courts,  in  sufficient  time.  The 
same  would  be  the  case  in  January. 
These,  he  knew,  were  but  the  detaiU, 
and  might  be  oyercome;  but  the  objec- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  the  Judges,  and 
other  objections,  were  insuperable  to  any 
thing  being  done  without  the  roaturest 
deliberation.  The  best  way  was,  to  apply 
the  means  within  their  power  to  remedy 
the  eyil ;  and  he  had  to  state,  that  after 
full  consideration,  goyemment  had  deter- 
mined next  winter,  to  make  the  experi- 
ment of  a  third  gaol  deliyery  in  all  the 
counties  of  the  home  circuit.  Thus,  in 
Essex,  Sussex,  Kent,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Surrey,  a  judge  would  go  the  circuit,  and 
haye  the  usual  assistance  of  a  grand  and  a 
petty  jury.  These  cotmties  were  selected 
tor  the  experiment,  on  account  of  their 
proximity  to  the  metropolis,  not  being  so 
open  to  the  inconyenience  in  point  of 
time  to  which  those  more  distant  were 
subject ;  and  also  in  consideratioo  of  the 
greater  number  of  crimes,  in  proportion 
to  the  larger  population.  The  county  of 
Middlesex  had  ei^ht  gaol  deliyeries,  on 
account  of  its  yicmity  to  the  metropolis, 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  principle 
upon  which  those  increased  deliyeries 
were  founded,  should  not  be  applied  to 
other  counties.  But  he  roust  say,  that  he 
thought  the  present  proposition  an  excep- 
tion to  the  principle,  on  the  eround  of  its 
impracticability,  and,  therefore,  he  must 
oppose  it,  at  least  until  the  experiment 
was  tried  to  which  he  had  already  re- 
ferred. 
Mr.  h^fceatr  said,  he  had  heard  with 
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great  pleasure  the  statement  of  the  right 
SoiK  gentleman.  There  could  scarcely 
be  a  more  serious  evil  in  society,  than 
)on^  imprisonment  before  trial,  inasmuch 
as  It  subjected  the  innocent  to  punish- 
ment, and  sometimes  to  heavier  punish* 
ment  than  the  guilty.  More  frequent 
gaoUdeliveries  would  also  furnish  oppor- 
tunities  for  the  improvement  of  prison 
discipline.  He  had  himself  no  doubt  of  a 
respectable  attendance  at  the  bar  on  these 
new  coraail^oions,  and  that  the  supply  of 
profeuional  men  would  be  always  ade- 
Guate  to  the  demand.  During  term,  when 
lOMt  judges  were  sitting  in  each  court  of 
Westmin8ter«hall,  one  might,  he  thought, 
be  well  spared  for  the  additional  circuits 
There  was,  in  his  opinion^  nothing  im- 
practicable in  such  an  arrangement.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  them  now  to  refer 
to  all  the  details  and  technicalities  which 
might  afterwards  require  consideration; 
let  them  only  make  up  their  minds  as  to 
the  leading  question—let  them  but  once 

S renounce    the   emphatic  fiat^    and   he 
oubted  not  that  the  point  would  be  ac- 
complished. 

Mr.  Ped  rose,  merely  to  supply  an 
omission  in  his  previous  statement  with 
respect  to  the  new  circumstances  in  which 
It  would  occasionally  place  some  of  the 
judges.  Nothing  could  be  more  remote 
from  the  intentions  of  government  than  to 
subject  them  to  any  additional  expense ; 
and  he  felt  confident  that  if  additional  ex* 
pense  should  arise  from  the  proposed  sys- 
tem,  that  House  would  most  readily  make 
it  good. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  sorry  to  express  his 
disappointment  at  finding  that  the  mea- 
sure of  his  hon.  friends,  the  members  for 
Essex,  was  not  likely  to  be  adopted,  and 
that  one  so  contracted  in  its  circumference, 
and  so  narrow  in  its  view  with  regard  to 
its  real  object,  was  intended  to  supply  its 
place.  He  had  known  many  instances  of 
the  grievance  compUined  of,  one  of  which 
occurred  now ;  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old 
was  accused  by  another  boy  of  a  felony ; 
he  was  committed  In  the  month  of  Au- 
gust ;  be  was  all  the  winter  in  gaol ;  and  in 
the  month  of  April  he  was  discharged,  for 
the  grand  jury  found  no  bill.  What  good 
sense  was  there  in  saying  that  this  remedy 
should  be  applied  to  Hertfordshire,  a 
county  purely  agricultural,  and  where  the 
criminals  were  notoriously  few ;  and  that 
it  should  not  be  extended  to  Somerset- 
shirei  where,  from  the  population,  crimes 
were  committed  in  the  largest  number. 


and  chiefly  by  criminals  who  came  from 
towns  of  such  dimensioBS  as  Frome  and 
Bath.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  increase  the  labomrs  of 
the  judges:  they  were  already  oppressed 
with  business  ;  he  hoped,  also,  it  was  not 
intended  to  add  to  the  burthens  of  county 
magistrates ;  four  actual  weeks*  sitting  in 
a  year,  independent  of  travelling  and  other 
magisterial  duties,  he  thouffht  enough  for 
them.  He  approved  of  the  measure  of 
the  member  for  Essex,  because  it  intended 
to  give  to  the  subject  one  of  its  best  rights, 
cderem  et  plenum  justiHam,  which  the 
other  did  not ;  he  approved  of  it  also,  be- 
cause in  these  times  of  agricultural  dis- 
tress, it  would  lessen  the  burthens  on  land, 
by  rendering  the  building  extensive  gaols 
less  necessary,  and  it  would  also  promote 
the  object  of  classification  by  lessening 
the  inmates. 

Sir  E.  KnatchbuU  said,  that  this  subject 
was  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
country,  and  he  had  heard  with  pleasure 
that  a  scheme  was  in  contemplation ,  by 
which  a  great  portion  of  the  inconvenience 
would  be  removed.  Even  at  the  last  as- 
sizes for  Kent,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
get  thrsftgh  the  business  which  had  accu- 
mulated. One  judge  could  not  perform 
the  whole ;  and  so  numerous  were  the  cri- 
minal oases,  that  IS  out  of  28  nisiprius 
causes  were  left  untried. 

Mr.  ChePwynd  said,  that  three  years  had 
elapsed  since  his  hon.  friend  the  member 
for  Essex  first  called  the  attention  of  this 
House  and  the  public  to  this  important 
subject;  and  although  the  original  propo- 
sition was  not  acceded  to,  it  was  generally 
understood,  that  some  plan  by  way  of  ex- 
periment was  contemplated  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government  to  remedy  the  evils 
complained  of;  otherwise,  petitions  to  a 
similar  effect  would  ere  this  have  emanated 
from  other  counties.  If  it  be  a  maxim  of 
our  law,  as  stated  in  a  book  of  the  highest 
authority,  that  *' dilatio  justitise  est  ause- 
dam  negatio^'— if  there  be  any  trutn  in 
the  saying  of  a  wise  king  of  old,  that, 
**  because  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is 
not  executed  speedily,  therefore  the  heart 
of  the  sons  of  men  is  set  in  them  to  do 
evil ;"  and  if  it  be  for  the  advancement  of 
the  commonwealth  that  justice  should  be 
speedily  and  promptly  executed,  there 
cannot  be  two  opinions  as  to  the  expe- 
diency and  necessity  of  a  more  frequent  de- 
livery of  our  gaols,  and  that  measures 
should  be  adop^  to  prevent  the  possi- 
biHty  of  an  innocent  individual  being  im- 
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priMDed  mXf  imreoi  eifb(«  or  nioe  montht 
previouily  to  his  oaM  beins  lubmiUad  to 
•  grand  jury.  He  (Mr.  C7)  taid^  that  in 
the  course  of  bit  ezperienoe  M  a  magit- 
Iraftei  acting  for  many  years  in  a  lai*ge  and 
populous  county,  instances  bad  come 
witnm  bis  knowledge  of  persons  being  im- 
prisoned a  much  longer  period  before  trial 
than  after  cooriction — or  others  who,  after 
having  su&red  six  or  seven  months*  im- 
prisonment, the  grand  jury  have  decided 
that  ihe  evidence  was  insufficient  to  justify 
their  being  put  upon  trial— of  others  who, 
after  long  periods  of  confinement,  had 
been  dis<£arged  by  proclamation,  or  ao- 
jiuitted  upon  the  merits.  Confinement 
Itself,  even  in  the  most  improved  state  of 
our  gaols,  was  a  very  creat  evil,  whether 
we  coDsider  the  individual  himself  or  the 
public,  who  were  burthened  with  the  ex- 
penses of  providing  accommodation  for  an 
accumulated  number  of  untried  prisoners, 
and  also  with  the  expenses  of  maintaining 
them*  The  evil  being  admitted,  the  next 
question  was,  aa  to  the  remedy,  and  this 
he  thought  could  not  be  confided  to  better 
bands  than  those  of  the  secretary  of  state 
for  the  home  departmenc  But  he  im- 
plored his  majesty's  miaistera  n«t  to  in- 
crease eitlier  toe  lurisdiaion  of  the  quarter 
aessions,  nor  add  to  the  bartheas  of  the 
maffistracy,  who  wera  already  aa  over- 
loaded that  independent  country  gentle* 
men  were  unwDlmg  to  take  upon  them- 
aelvea  that  irksome  office,  ana  thua  the 
administration  of  justice  might  eventually 
devolve  into  bferior  handai.  The  hoD» 
member  observed,  that  magistrates  were 
treated  very  leniently  on  the  other  side  of 
Westminster-hall,  but  were  very  roughly 
handled  in  that  House.  Lord  MamSeld 
bad  said,  if  their  judgments  be  wrong  but 
the  heart  pure,  God  forbid  that  he  should 
punish  them!  Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought 
their  motives  were  not  so  &vourably  in- 
terpreted in  that  House  as  they  ought  to 
be.  With  respect  to  the  preeent  judges, 
be  thought  tliat  their  labours  shoiud  not, 
and  ind^d  could  not  be  increased.  He 
re|aiced  that  they  were  not  to  incur  any 
expenses  with  reference  to  the  present 
experiment;  their  salaries  were  already 
very  inadequate;  and  if  no  other  member 
would  bring  the  subject  before  the  House, 
he,  humble  and  insignificant  as  he  might 
be,  certainly  would  do  so. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  said,  that  not  one,  but 
ten  experiments,  ought  to  be  made,  rather 
than  leave  the  prevwling  system  without 
a  remedy.    A  cfise  had  lately  occurred, 
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in  which  a  man  who  had  inflicted  every 
thing  short  of  murder  on  ^  boy  in  his  em- 
ployment, who  had  died  in  consequence 
of  bis  sufferings,  was  convicted  of^  man- 
8laughter,and  sentenced  to  twelve  months' 
imprisonment.  Now,  he  had  known  an 
instanoe  in  Norfolk,  in  which  an  indivi<* 
dual,  after  being  confined  many  monthsu 
was  discharged  without  any  punishment 
at  all.  The  hardship  of  long  imprison- 
ment was  not  in  general  duly  appreciated. 
He  earnestly  hoped  that  a  prompt  and 
effectual  remedy  would  be  applied  to  this 
monstrous  evil. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  inconvenienee  sufered  under 
the  existing  state  of  the  law ;  but,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  was  important,  they  ought 
not  to  adopt  any  scheme  to  amend  it  with- 
out adequate  deliberation.  The  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  the  evil  in  question  might 
be  judged  c^,  from  the  circumstance  of 
there  being  such  various  opinions  as  to 
the  mode  of  remedying  it.  An  experi-* 
ment  was  to  be  tried  upon  the  home 
counties ;  and  he  was  aure  that  it  could 
not  be  extended  farther  without  dew  mo-y 
delling  the  oourts,  and  increasing  the 
number  of  judges.  In  all  they  did,  they 
must,  above  alH  take  care  that  justice  waa 
adminisiered  satisfactorily  to  the  people. 
Justice  must  be  done  without  hurry ;  and 
the  people  must  feel  that  they  had  the 
best  talenta  of  the  judges.  The  situation 
of  a  judge  should  be  aa  inducement  to 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  talents  at  the 
bar^  The  judges  baa  liule  enoQgh  leisure 
at  present;  and  if  they  increased  their 
burthens,  no  gentleman  sidkiently  quali- 
fied would  accept  the  situation.  After 
the  experiment  had  been  tried,  the  House 
would  be  better  able  to  judge  whether  it 
should  be  continued  or  extended. 

Dr.  LushhgtoH  agreed,  that  no  altera-i 
tion  ought  to  be  made  in  the  number  of 
the  judges,  except  upon  the  moat  mature 
consideration ;  but,  if  after  the  experiment 
should  be  tried,  the  Judges  were  found  in- 
capable of  bearing,  uortber  burthens,  then 
he  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to  in- 
crease their  Dumi>er.  There  had  been 
p^ods  in  our  history  when  the  number  of 
judges  was  greater.  In  the  century  be^ 
fore  the  last,  there  had  been  five  judges 
in  each  court,  and  at  one  period,  six. 
When  it  was  considered  that  the  judges 
returned  in  October  from  the  circuits,  and 
that  the  next  sesdon  besan  in  November, 
it  could  nqjfc  be  supposed  that  they  could 
bear  additional  labour  at  th^t  period.   No 
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mind  was  capable  of  perpetual  tension. 
If  business  pressed  too  neaviljri  it  destroy- 
ed the  fitness  for  performing  it.  The  ad- 
ditional expense  was  not  to  be  set  in  com- 
petition with  the  expense  in  point  of  mo- 
rality, occasioned  by  the  long  imprison- 
ment of  persons,  who  were  young  and 
perhaps  innocent,  in  the  society  of  felons. 
The  case  of  Maidstone  showed  the  neces- 
sity of  a  more  frequent  gaol-delivery. 
When  three  courts  proceeded  at  once  with 
criminal  trials,  the  rapidity  of  decistoo 
must  prove  injurious  to  the  character  of 
the  administration  of  justice.  He  would, 
however,  be  the  first  to  oppose  the  ap- 
pointment of  judges  for  criminal  cases 
only.  With  regard  to  the  salaries  of  iJie 
judges,  he  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  sufficient  to  support 
the  dignity  of  the  office.  It  was  not  only 
an  injury  to  the  judges  themselves,  but  an 
injury  to  the  country ;  because  there  were 
many  instances  in  which  persons  the  best 
cjualified  to  fill  the  situation  had  declined 
it,  on  the  express  ground  that  they  could 
not  a£Pord  to  accept  it.   - 

Mr.  Sifhet  thought  that  the  experiment 
which  bad  been  so  successfully  tried  in 
the  four  northern  counties,  might  be  ad- 
vantageously extended  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  that 
the  plan  suggested  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  sufficiently  connned  to  insure  all  the 
advantages  of  local  convenience,  without 
hazarding  its  ultimate  success  by , too  ex- 
tensive a  scale  of  operation.  The  experi- 
ment on  the  northern  circuit  affordcni  an 
illustration  of  his  argument ;  for  in  that 
instance  a  cautious,  but  not  less  accelera- 
tive  system  had  been  adopted;  and  the 
plan  was  not  extended  at  first  to  all  the 
counties  included  in  that  circuit.  A  still 
greater  degree  of  caution  was  necessary 
m  the  present  instance ;  and  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  rush  at  once  into  so  exten- 
sive an  experiment  as  that  of  extending  a 
third  assize  to  all  the  counties  in  England^ 
The  country  with  which  he  was  connect- 
ed, looked  with  much  anxiety  to  the  re* 
suit  of  this  experiment ;  for  there  were 
many  counties  in  Ireland  where  the  ca» 
lendars  pressed  as  heavily  upon  the  judges 
as  they  did  in  this  country.  His  right 
boo.  fnend  could  not  have  given  a  stronger 
pledee  to  the  House  of  the  sincerity  iHth 
which  the  ffovemment  had  entered  on  this 
measure,  than  by  beginning  upon  such  a 
scale  as  would  enable  him  to  place  it  upon 
the  most  advantageous  practical  principle, 
and  to  carry  it  most  speedily  into  effect. 


Ordered  te  He  en  the  Sable,  and  to  be 
printed* 

Marriagb  Act  Ambndmemt  Bill.] 
Dr.  PhUIimore  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows  ;* 

Mr.  Speaker : — In  conformity  with  the 
notice  I  have  given,  I  have  to  request 
permission  of  the  House  to  be  allowed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  26th  of  (jeo. 
2,  c  8S,  usually  denominated  the  Mar- 
riage Act.  The  measure  I  am  about  to 
propose  has,  in  former  parliaments  essen- 
tially, and  in  substance  several  times  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  brandh  of  the 
legislature;  but  in  deference  lo objections 
entertained  in  another  place,  objections^ 
however,  in  which  it  is  but  fkir  to  add 
none  of  the  distinffuished  lawyers  either 
withm  or  without  this  House,  with  whom 
I  have  consulted  as  le  theibrmation  of  the 
bill,  at  all  concur ;  stiH,  in  deference  to 
those  objections  I  have  made  considerable 
alterations  in  the  stroeiuie  of  the  nresent 
bill,  and  I  am  now  about  to.  introcrace  it, 
altogether  re-oast  and  remodelled,  to  the 
House. — Under  these  circemstancesj  I 
feel  it  due  to  tKose  members  of  the  pre* 
sent  House  of  (Commons,  to  whose  jtk^- 
ment  and  consideration  this  measure  is 
now  for  the  first  time  submitted  —  I  feel 
it  due  to  a  question  of  such  vast  im- 
pofttMKO^  affiscting,  as  ii  necessarily  must^ 
ta  a  certain  extenj;  at  leasts  the  verjfoun* 
dations  of  social  orders  and  involving  as  it 
does  in  its  consideration  the  peace,  and 
happiness,  and  eomfioit  of  a  prodigious 
number  of  individuals  in  this  country ;— I 
feel  it  due  (if  I  may  say  so  without  arro- 
franco)  to  the  part  I  havemysdf  taken 
m  the  furtherance  of  an  object  I  have  so 
much  at  heart*— lo  explain  to  the  House, 
as  briefly  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit,  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the 
evils  whi(^  have  grown  up  under  the  ope* 
ration  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and  the 
nature  of  the  remedies  that  I  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  apply  to  them. 

In  order  to  put  tlie  House  folly  in  pos- 
session of  the  scheme  of  the  measure^  I 
must  recall  their  recollection  for  a  few 
minutes  to  the  state  of  Uie  matrimonial 
law  of  England  anterior  to  the  passioff  of 
the  Marriage  Act  in  175S;  and!  shaUdo 
this  the  rawer  because  su<^  a  statement 
wfll  necessarily  carry  with  it  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  principal  objection  which 


*  Vwm  the  original  edition  printed  finr 
John  Murray,  Albemarle-street. 
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on  foroner  oecosioiis,  has  been  urged  within 
these  walls  against  the  measure ;  namely, 
that  it  was  an  innovation  upon  long-esta- 
blished laws,  and  a  departure  from  usages 
handed  down  to  us  from  our  ancestors. — 
By  whatever  title  the  Marriage  Act  may 
recolBmend  itself  to  our  favourable  consi- 
deration (and  I  shall  presently  shew  that 
there  are  titles  by  which  it  does  so  re- 
commend iuelf),  whatsoever  respect  or 
admiration  it  may  claim  at  our  hands, 
most  undoubtedly  it  cannot  rest  its  pre- 
tensions to  them  on  the  anti<]|uity  of  its 
origin^— to  antiquity  at  least  it  can  have 
no  claim.  The  act  itself  stands  remarkable 
for  being  the  very  first  instance  which  oc- 
curs in  our  annals  of  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  legislature  with  the  ge- 
neral *  matrimonial  law  of  the  land.  Nei- 
ther at  the  Reformation,  nor  at  any  pe- 
riod in  the  long  interval  which  elapsed 
between  the  Reformation  and  the  year 
1753,  did  our  ancestors  think  it  advisable 
to  innovate  upon  the  law  in  this  respect.f 
Up  to  that  period  the  law  of  marriage 
stood  (as  was  generallv  the  case  through- 
out Europe)  on  the  basis  of  the  canon 
law  alone  —  up  to  that  period  nullity  of 
marriage,  in  the  sense  contemplated  by 
the  Marriage  Act,  was  utterly  unknown 
to  the  law  and  constitution  of  England. 
Nay,  so  repugnant  is  this  doctrine  to  the 
uniform  teoour  of  our  laws — so  hostile, 
as  it  were,  to  the  very  genius  of  our  con- 
stitution— that  those  eminent  lawyers  of 
ancient  davs,  who  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  struggles  against  the  en- 


^  The  S2  H.  8,  c.  38,  cannot  be  so 
considered ;  it  declared,  that  all  persons 
might  lawfully  marry,  but  such  as  were 
prohibited  by  God's  law;  and  that  all 
marriages  contracted  by  lawful  persons  in 
the  face  of  the  church,  and  consummate 
with  bodily  knowledge,  and  the  fruit  of 
children,  should  be  indissoluble;  but  it  did 
not  lay  down  any  general  law  for  the  re- 
gulation pf  marriage. 

f  It  is  not  my  wish  to  have  it  understood, 
that  an  alteration  of  the  law  was  never  con- 
t.eroplated  before  this  period ;  for  I  find 
that  by  an  order  of  3Ist  March  1677,  Dr. 
Lloyd  and  Dr.  Exton  (two  eminent  civi- 
lians of  that  day)  were  summoned  to  at- 
tend the  Lords^  committee,  to  consider  of 
an  act  to  prevent  clandestine  marriages ; 
and,  I  believe,  that  soon  afler  the  Revor 
lution  a  bill  to  prevent  clandestine  mar- 
riages passed  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
was  lost  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


croachments  of  foreign  law,  would  have 
recoiled  with  horror  at  the  possibility  of 
their  remote  descendants  being  bastar- 
dized in  any  case  where  there  had  been  a 
de  facto  marriage  between  the  parents, 
and  where  that  marriage  had  remained 
unquestioned  and  unimpeached  during  the 
the  life  time  of  the  parties  who  contracted 
it. 

Prior  to  the  year  1754,any  persons  hav- 
ing attained  the  age  of  consent,  which  by 
the  common  law,  *  as  well  as  by  the  canon 
]aw,f  was  fixed  at  fourteen  in  males,  and 
twelve  in  females,  were  competent  to 
contract  marriage ;  and  provided  a  minis- 
ter in  holy  orders  assisted  at  the  cere- 
mony, whether  it  was  publicly  solemnized 
in  the  face  of  the  church,  or  clandestinely 
performed  in  a  private  chapel;  whether 
It  was  had  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
the  father  or  guardian,  it  was  alike  indis- 
soluble—Again, if  two  persons  having 
attained  the  age  of  consent,  t.  e.,  if  a  male 
of  fourteen,  and  a  woman  of  twelve  years 
of  age,  entered  into  a  contrtLCt  per  verba 
de  prcBsenti\t  as  it  was  termed,  or  an 
agreement  to  contract  marriage,  the  con- 
tract was  indissoluble,  and  either  party 
might,  at  any  subsequent  period  of  their 
joint  lives,'  be  compelled,  by  a  suit  in 
the  ecclesiastical  court,  to  solemnize  a 
marriage  in  pursuance  of  that  contract. 
Further,  if  any  boy  above  the  age  of 
seven,  but  under  the  age  of  fourteen,  or 
any  girl  under  the  age  of  twelve,  agreed 
to  marry,  the  marriage  unquestionably 
was  only  inchoate  and  imperfect ;  but  if, 
on  attaining  the  age  of  consent,^  they 

♦  1  Inst.  79. 

t  Decret.  lib.  4,  tit.  2,  cap.  3,  4.  The 
probability  is,  that  both  the  common  and 
the  canon  law  derived  their  rules  on  this 
head  from  the  Justinian  Code.  Cod.  5, 60. 
3.— Dig.  23,  1-14. 

X  Si  inter  virum  et  mulierem  legiti- 
mus  consensus  interveniat  de  prasenti, 
it&  ^uod  unus  alterum,  mutuo  consensu 
verbisconsuetis  expresso,  recipiat|Utroque 
dicente:  Ego  te  in  meam;  et  Ega 
le  accipio  in  naeum;  vel  alia  verba 
consensum  exprimentia  de  prssenti: 
sive  sit  juramentum  interpositum  sive 
non;  Donlic^t  alteri  ad  alia  vota  tran* 
sire:  quod  si  fecerit  secundum  matri- 
monium  de  facto  contractum-  (etiam  si  sit 
carnali  copul4  subsecuta),  separari  debet^ 
et  primum  in  sua  firmitate  manere^— De- 
cret. lib.  4,  tit.  1,  c.  31. 
.  §  From  the  age  of  seven  to  the  age  of 
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ezprened  their  intention  to  abide  by  the 
engagement  they  had  entered  into  during 
their  infancy ;  the  contract  became  indis- 
aoluble,  and  they  might  at  any  time  be 
compelled,  as  in  the  former  instance,  by 
a  suit  in  the  ecclesiastical  court,  to  cele- 
brate a  marriage  in  conformity  with  that 
contract.  There  were,  it  is  true,  laws* 
Inscribed  in  the  statute  book ;— there 
were  ecclesiastical  constitutions  and 
canons  f  in  existence,  against  irregular 
and  clandestine  marriages  —  the  priest 
who  solemnized  them,  and  the  parties 
who  contracted  them,  were  alike  liable  to 
punishment  and  censure ;  but  the  contract 
Itself  was  indissoluble;  and  the  practical 
result  was,  that  those  restrictions  which  a 
sense  of  doty  and  propriety--a  deference 
to  parental  authority — ^the  fear  of  tem- 
poral punishment-«or  the  dread  of  ecde- 
siattical  censure—might  seem  to  impose, 
were  found  by  experience  utterly  unable 
to  withstand  the  impetuosity  of  youtliful 
passion,  and  the  snares  of  artifice  and 
fraud.  In  one  case,  and  in  one  case  only4 
<:ould  a  marriage  once  had,  be  annuUed 
and  rendered  yoid ;  that  was  in  the  case 
of  a  marriage  by  affinity,  or,  as  it  is  other- 
wise termed,  of  an  incestuous  marriage ; 
but  even  in  this  solitary  instance,  the 
marriage  could  only  be  annulled  by  a  suit, 
and  after  proceedings  had  in  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction ;  and  if  such  suit 
was  not  instituted,  and  the  sentence 
pronounced,  during  the  life-time  of  both 
the  parties,  all  future  inquiry  into  the  le- 
galitjr  of  the  marriage  was  barred,  and 
the  issue  of  it  succeeded,  without  mo- 

IweWe,  as  to  the  woman;  and  fourteen  as 
to  the  man,  they  cannot  contract  mhtri^ 
mony  de  prasentif  but  only  d^  fiUuro.'^ 
Swinburne,  s.  7. 

*  4th  and  5th,  Ph.  and  M.  made  every 
oian  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  who 
married  a  woman  child  under  sixteen 
years  of  age ;  and  gave  her  estate  during 
her  husband's  lifetime  to  the  next  heir ; 
*<^but  the  marriaffo  was  hidissoluble.  By 
the  6th  and  7tb  Will.  Srd,  c.  6th ;  7th  and 
8th  Will.  Srd,  S5, 10th  Ann.  c.  19,  va- 
rious penalties  were  imposed  on  clergy* 
meiDi  who  married  parties  without  publi- 
cation of  banns  or  without  license. 

t  See  the  62nd  Canon. 

t  A  marrmge  with  a  person  who  was 
tmder  a  prae-contract  to  another  person, 
was  placed  on  the  footing  of  a  marriage 
with  one  who  had  already  a  husbaad  or 
wife. 

VPL.  VI. 


lestation  or  impediment,  to  the  estates 
and  property  of  their  parents. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  marriaffe 
laws— such  the  sanctity  with  which  the 
ceremony  once  had,  was  upheld—such 
the  indissoluble  nature  of  the  bond-* 
witbiki  seventy  years  of  the  period  at 
which  I  am  now  addressing  you ;  it  was 
therefore,  with  his  usual  propriety  and 
accuracy  of  expression  that  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone,*  in  commenting  on  this 
branch  of  English  law,  characterized  the 
Marriage  act  as  "  an  innovation  upon  our 
ancient  laws  and  constitution." — Let  not 
the  House  imagine  for  a  moment  from 
this  statement,  that  I  am  about  to  endea- 
vour to  persuade  them  to  revert  to  the 
ancient  law.  I  know  too  well  the  incon* 
veniences  with  which  the  system  was 
fraught,  and  the  abuses  to  which  it  was 
liable  —  indeed,  any  one  but  slightly 
conversant  with  the  history  of  the  times 
to  which  I  have  referred,  must  be  sensible 
that  the  law  of  prs-contracts,  and  the 
impunity  with  which  clandestine  mar* 
riages  were  ceflebrated,  not  only  in  the 
chapels  of  the  Fleet-prison  and  May-fau*, 
but  generally  throughout  the  kingdom, 
justly  excited  the.  scandal  and  in£gna- 
tion  of  our  forefathers,  and  called  loudly 
for  the  redress  and  reformation  they  ex- 
perienced at  their  hands.t  For  what 
purpose,  |hen,  have  I  made  this^  refer- 
ence i  Partly,  Sir,  to  tear  off  the  veil  of  an- 
tiquity under  which  it  has  been  attempted 
to  shnpud  and  conceal  the  deformity  of  the 
Marriage  act ;  and  partly  also,  1  am  free 
to  conms,  with  a  view  of  showing  that, 
b^  an  impulse  not  unnatural  in  thehuman 
mind  when  employed  in  the  investigation 
and  correction  of  long  existing  abuses, 
the  framers  of  that  act  were  precipitated 
from  one  extreme  to  another— from  the 
extreme  of  laxity  and  negligence  to  that 
of  undue  severity  and  rigour. 

The  history  oi  the  Marriage  act  is  well 
known;  it  originated  in  the  House  of 
Lords— several  members  of  that  branch 
of  the  leg^islature  having  been  scandalised 
at  some  mstances  of  clandestine  and  in- 
formal marriages  which  had  been  brought 


^  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  Vol.  i. 
p.  438. 

t  It  was  stated,  in  the  course  of  the 
debates  on  the  Marriage  Act,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  an  authenticated  fact,  ^ 
that  6,000  marriages  had  taken  place^ 
within  one  year,  in  the  chapel  in  the 
Fleet  prison.  See  Purl.  Hist.  v.  iS,  p.  VJ* 
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voder  thetir  cognoaoce,  while  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  judicial  functions,  directions 
were  giren  to  the  twelve  judges  to  pre« 
Bare  a  b\\\  to  remedy  the  existing  abuses. 
In  conformitr  with  these  directions  a  bill 
was  frsttiedt  Dot  it  was  found  so  objection* 
able  in  its  provisions  that  it  waa  speedOjr 
abandoned.  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke 
then  undertook  the  tatki  and  brooght  in 
the  act  in  question.  It  paMed  the  House 
of  Lords,*  with  little  opposition ;  but  in 
its  progress  through  the  Commons  it  un- 
derwent a  very  protracted  disciissioo— an- 
eouDtered  the  most  violent  opposition  that 
is  recorded  of  any  measuret  that  was  agi- 
tated at  that  period,  and  engendered 
beats  and  animosities,  of  which  the  me* 
awry  is  scarcely  yet  entirely  extinguished. 
In  foe,  it  was  returned  to  the  upper  House, 
so  modified  and  changed  as  to  its  provi- 
sions as  scarcely  to  be  recognised  by 
those  with  whom  it  had  originated.  Lord 
Hardwicke  nevertheless  stronglv  pressed 
the  exjpediency  of  passing  the  bill  in  its 
altered  state,^  as  an  alternative  preferable 
to  the  risking  the  loss  of  the  measure, 
distinctly  stating  that  opportunities  might 
be  taken  in  a  future  session  to  amend  the 
exceptionable  clauses  which  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  act.  And  here,  Sir,  I 
must  not  be  understood  as  presuming  to 
argue  that  the  alterations  now  proposed 
were  at  all  in  the  contemplation  or  lord 
Hardwicke.  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
perhaps  they  were  the  very  last  which 
would  at  that  period  have  suggested 
themselves  to  his  consideration;  he  de- 
piended  on  other  machinery  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  measure  — '.but  this  I  will 
maintain,  that  l6rd  Hardwicke  was  well 
aware  that  a  law,  which  went  at  one  blow 
to  overturn  the  matrimonial  law  of  Ens- 
land  as  it  had  existed  for  centuries,  might 
ttataraN^  stand  in  need  of  revision  and 
re-consideration  ;  and  that  if  he  had  lived 
to  see  the  practical  working  of  this  mea- 
sure, and  tno8^  efiects  which  never  could 
have  been  anticipated  by  him,  be  would 
have  beeo  one  of  the  first  persons  to  have 
proposed  a  remedy  for  the  evils  it  has  in- 
troduced into  Bociety. 

*  It  was  opposed  by  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford, and  eleven  or  twelve  peers. 

t  Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  excepted  the 
Jews  Naluraliaation  Bill. 

^  See  Hardwicke  papers ;  the  account 
is  given  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Birch  to  Mr. 
Philip  York,  and  will  be  found  in  the  par- 
Usmentacy  Hiaory,  v.  15,  p.  84. 


I  must  hot  be  understood  fironl  any  ex- 
presMon  that  may  escape  one  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion,  to  derogate  from  the 
real  value  of  the  Marria^  Act.  Thei 
act  is  valuable  for  its  leadmg  and  charao^ 
teristic  principle,  for  the  very  basb  oa 
which  it  rests,  viz.,  that  no  person  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  Tears  should  marry 
without  the  consent  or  a  parent  or  guar-^ 
dian.— In  marriages  by  banns,  the  pnblihi 
city  of  the  notice,  it  was  presumedy  would 
affi>rd  ample  opportunities  to  the  parent 
or  guardian  to  express  his  dinent,  if  be 
felt  it  hb  duty  so  to  do.  But,  in  all  inar«« 
riages  by  license,  with  which  I  propoaa 
first  to  deal,  it  was  made  an  imperattva 
provision,  **  that  there  should  be  the  con- 
sent  of  the  father  of  the  party  under  age, 

iif  then  living),  or  if  dead,  of  tbe  guar- 
ian  or  guardians  lawfully  appointed,  or 
one  of  them;  or,  if  there  soould  be  no 
guardian  or  guardians,  then  of  the  mother 
If  living  and  unmarried ;  or  if  there  should 
be  no  mother  living  and  unmarried,  that 
of  the  guardian  or  guardians  of  the  person 
appointed  by  the  court  of  chancery."- 
And  assuredly  it  is  a  just  and  wise  pro^ 
vision,  that  those  whom  tbe  policy  of  the 
law  protecu  in  all  other  contracts,  should 
be  protected  also  in  this  the  most  impor* 
taut  of  all  contracts,  the  one,  too  io 
which  from  tbe  passions  incident  to  youth, 
the  warmth  of  temperament,  and  the  care* 
lessness  of  the  future  by  which  that  sea-« 
son  of  life  is  so  peculiarly  characterized, 
they  are  most  likely  to  be  exposed  to  the 
aUurements  of  temptation,  and  to  become 
the  victims  of  artifice  and  fraud.  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  authority  to  the  ex- 
tent given  by  this  law  ou^t  to  be  confer- 
red on  parents  or  guardians,  as  the  best 
pretervative  against  those  misfortunes 
which  so  frequently  embitter  the  whtrfe 
tenor  of  domestic  life,  and  rend  in  pieces 
the  dearest  ties  which  unite  individuala 
together  in  society.— The  Marriage  Act 
is  valuable  also  for  having  swept  away  for 
ever  all  marriages  per  verba  ae  praeeniu 
and  expunged  *  rrora  the  matriosooial 
code  the  whole  law  of  pras-conttacts  whioh 
were  the  scandal  and  dimaoe  of  the  times 
in  which  they  fioorialiecL  It  is  ^valuiMt 
also  for  the  institution  ef  the  zegiatratioD 
of  marriages;  these  provisioBB  would  of 
themselves  be  jufficitat  to  entitie  the 
fiamers  of  the  statute  to  tbe  gratitude  of 
posterity. 


*  ^The  law  of  prsB-contraots,  in  Ireland, 
was  not  repealed  till  the  58th  Geo.  IH. 
c.  81. 
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The  ol^^tions  to,  the  statute ;  the  evils 
I  am  anxious  to  retoedy,  arise  from  the 
sanctions  by  wbich.it  is  attempted  to  be 
enforced,  and  Che  penalties  yrbich  have 
been  annexed  to  the  violation  of  its  enact- 
ments—sanctions holding  out  such  an 
encouragement  io  fraud,  such  a  lure  to 

Ssijurff  that  they  are  a  disgrace  to  the 
tatote  book — penalties  so  tremendous, 
breathing  such  vengeance  against  poste* 
rity,  that  eminent  judges  in  expounding 
the  law,  have  been  compelled  to  admit 
that  they  were  hiteoded  to  operate  against 
the  innocent  *;  penalties  which  allow  to 
the  most  guilty  not  onlv  escape,  but  impu- 
nity—impunity*  indeed,  is  too  mild  a  term, 
they  go  farther,  they  hold  out  to  guilty 
passion  the  strongest  stimulus  to  the  en- 
couragement and  commission  of  crime. 
The  fact  is,  the  framers  of  the  aet  looked 
to  terror  Sox  the  inforcement  of  their  Uw 
«--4t  was  by  dint  of  this  engine,  and  this 
eo^ne  alone,  that  they  hoped  to  Insure 
the  execution  of  it.  The  machinery  has 
failed  in  its  operation.»the  effect  of  the 
law  has  been  very  generally  countervailed 
and  defieated,  said  under  the  shadow  of  it 
an  extensive  system  of  injustice  and  im« 
morali^  has  been  fostered,  and  reared  to 
maturity. 

.  In  two  instances  marriages,  by  the 
operation  of  this  act,  become  null :  First, 
U'ben  they  are  solemnized  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian.  Se- 
condly, When  tbev  are  solemnized  in 
churches  and  chapels,  in  which  banns  had 
not  been  published  prior  to  the  25th  of 
March  175i.  By  a  singular  anomaly,  the 
penalty  has  scarcely  ever  been  allowed  to 
attach .  in  the  latter  instance,  whereas,  in 
the  former  instance^  no  obstacle  has  ever 
been  interposed  to  the  unrestricted  scope 
and  operation  of  the  law.  By  this  enact- 
mcot  of  ndHty^  they  became,  as  it  were, 
marriages  which  never  had  any  legal  com- 
mcincemeut.  No  subsequent  act,  there- 
fere,  BO  reco^ition,  no  acknowledgment, 
no  cohabitation  of  the  parties  after  they 
hove  attained  their  majority ;  no  lapse  ii 
tiflw  can  ffive  effisct  and  validity  to  such 
aarriages,  Iracitt  iemf(ms  non  convales^ 
€tM»  It  folbws  therefore  in  practice, 
that  a  Ban  frequently  obtains  a  license  on 
M  fiilae  statement.of  his  own  age,  or  of  that 
of  the  person  with  whom  he  is  about  to 
iaftermBtrry;  this  may  bfe  the  effect  of  eiror, 

*  Kbig  V.  Iohsft>itanU  of  PreHon;  2j 
BttrmrSy  927»  1  Wackstone,  19^.  | 


of  design,  or  even  of  mere  inattention  to 
the  subi^  matter  of  the  affidavit,  but 
from  whatsoever  cause  it  proceeds,  the 
eStct  is  the  same  i  it  is  competent  to  him 
at  any  subsequent  period  of  his  life  to  avail 
himself  of  his  own  erroneous  statement, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  oath  he  made  when 
he  obtained  the  license  to  prove  the  mino« 
rity  of  either  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
marriage,  and  the  absence  of  the  previous 
consent  required  by  the  statute ;  and  he 
is  then,  as  a  matter  of  course  entitled  to 
a  sentence  declaring  this  marriage  to  have 
been  jiull  and  void,  ab  initio.  This  is  no 
fanciful  or  theoretical,  no  accidental,  or 
isolated  case.  The  time  when  he  shall 
lay  claim  to  the  benefit  of  his  own  fraud 
or  of  his  own  laches,  whichsoever  it  may 
be,  will  vary  according  to  his  tempera- 
ment, to  his  passions,  bis  temptations,  or 
even  his  caprice ;  in  short,  according  to 
every  circumstance  which  ought  to  havo 
no  effect  in  licensing  the  dissolution  of  the 
marriage  contract.  Sometimes  the  appli- 
cation to  theecclesiastiiial  court  for  a  sen- 
tence of  nullity  will  be  made  within  a 
year  after  the  marriage ;  in  othel*  cases, 
seven,  eight,  nine,  or  ten  years,  will  be 
suffered  to  elaose,  and  instances  are  not 
rare  of  the  application  having  been  made 
niter  a  cohabitation  of  more  than  twenty 
years. 

1  am  well  aware  that  persons,  not  con- 
versant with  the  actual  operation  of  this 
statute,  will  scarcely  believe  this  state- 
ment^ it  is,  indeed  barely  credible,  that, 
in  the  state  of  civilization  in  which  we  are 
living,  and  under  the  seme  which  is  hap- 
pily entertained  in  this  country  of  moral 
and  religious  obligation,  it  should  be  pos- 
sible for  a  man,  when'lmpelled  by  passion, 
or  ruffled  in  temper,  or  sated  with  en- 
joyment to  discard  his  wife  at  his  pleasure 
—when  elated  with  prosperity,  to  dismiss 
her  who  has  borne  together  with  him  the 
struggles  of  adverse  fortune ;  or  when  too 
indolent  to  maintain  his  children,  to  rend 
asunder  all  the  tender  charities  of  life,  and 
turn  his  ofipring  loose  upon  society,  as 
helpless  and  fatherless  vagabonds.  Yet 
these  and  similar  proceedings  are  licensed 
by  the  Marriage  Act,  and  those  who  are 
acquainted  wim  the  proceedings  of  the 
courto  in  which  such  facts  are  most  likely 
to  be  de? doped,  will  kndw  that  I  am  not 
indulging  in  an  exaggerated  statement,  or 
referruig  to  facu  of  rare  and  unfrequent 
occurrence.  Nor  Is  the  institution  of 
proceedings,  of  tliis  description  confined 
to  the  husband  (for  so,  in  common  par- 
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knoe»  he*  m^  be  caOed)  alone ;  on  an  I 
averaee,  I  think  tbete  suiti  almof  t  as  fre- 
quenUy  originate  with  the  wifef,  who* 
however  forgetfoi  the  may  be  of  the  de* 
licacy  of  her  sex,  has  seldom  an  opportu- 
nity of  adding  peijnry  to  her  disgrace,  as 
the  license  is  generally  obtained  upon  the 
oath  of  the  man  t* 

Injarious  as  these  examples  are  to  so- 
ciety, d^ading  as  they  are  to  the  insti- 
tution ofmarriage,  the  evil  does  not  rest 
here ;  it  is  on  the  innocent  issue  of  these 
iU-fated  marriages  that  the  severest  pu- 
nishment is  inflicted,  the  children,  the 
grand-children,  the  remote  posterity,  the 
very  noH  natorum  may  at  any  time  be 
amerced  of  their  estates  and  possessions, 
on  proof  made  of  the  want  of  lawful  con- 
sent to  any  one  of  the  marriages  of  the 
description  to  which  1  have  been  alluding; 
so  indeliUe  is  the  stain,  that  it  can  never 
be  effaced.  I  am  bold  to  maintain,  that, 
under  the  actual  operation  of  this  law,  no 
person  who  hears  me  is  secure  in  the  pos- 
session of  entailed  property«*-no  member 
in  the  other  House  is  safe  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  anv  hi^h  dignity,  which  hu  des- 
cended to  him  in  virtue  of  any  marriage 
contracted  since  the  25th  of  March,  1754; 
for  who  can  say  that  any  one  of  the  male 
or  female  ancestors  from  whom  he  deduces 
his  descent,  may  not  have  married  in 
violation  of  the  strict  letter  of  the  Mar- 
riage Act.  Centuries  may  roll  on,— gene- 
ration may  succeed  generation---but  the 


*  He  is  the  de facto  husband,  although 
if  the  marriage  should  be  declared  null  ah 
initiOf  he  is  not  a  husband  in  the  sense  of 
the  law. 

t  The  case  of  Watson  v.  Little,  (Con- 
sist, of  London,  May  21, 1805,)  furnishes 
a  remarkable  instance  of  a  shameless 
proceeding  of  this  description  on  the  part 
of  the  woman.  The  marriage  took  place 
in  1787,  the  man  obtaining  me  license  on 
an  affidavit  that  both  parties  were  of  age, 
he  knowing  himself  to  be  so,  and  the  wo- 
man having  assured  him  that  such  was 
the  fact  as  to  herself.  They  had  issue  six 
children,  and  cohabited  eighteen  years, 
when  the  woman  instituted  a  suit  for  a 
nullity,  and  on  proving  that  she  was  a 
very  few  weeks  less  than  of  age  when  the 
license  was  granted,  obtained  a  sentence, 
and  bastardized  her  issue. 

?;  Only  two  instances  occur  to  my  re- 
lection,  in  which  I  have  observed  that 
the  license  has  been  obtained  upon  the 
oath  of  the  woman* 


hipse  of  time  affords  no  protection^  against 
the  operation  of  this  law ;  the  very  foon* 
dationa  of  property  are  shaken  by  it  to 
their  centre.  I  really^  believe  there  is  no 
law  at  this  moment  in  civilized  Europe 
which  savours  so  mudi  of  barbarism ;  the 
crudty  of  its  operation  is  unparalleled^— « 
The  terms  in  wnich  the  nullity  is  denoun- 
ced are  probably  borrowed  from  anenact« 
meat  or  nullity,  which  b  to  be  found  hi 
oneof  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent*, 
but  in  thatdecree  the  penalty  only  attaches 
to  those  marriages  which  are  perform- 
ed without  the  intervention  of  a  minister 
in  holy  orders,  and  without  the  presence 
of  two  or  three  witnesses ;  that  is,  it  de- 
fines what  ceremony  shall  constitute  a 
marriage ;  It  docs  not  as  in  the  case  we 
are  considering,  make  the  nulUtr  depend 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  party  who  has  al 
once  the  power  of  creatine  it,  and  the 
power  of  concealing  it.— But  whatever 
may  be  the  enactments  of  fordgn  law# 
sure  I  am  that  the  nullity  clause  is  at  va- 
riance with  the  whole  spirit  and  analooy 
of  our  English  law.  1  apeak  not  of  the 
matrimonid  law  alone,  but  I  maintain  that 
it  is  in  direct  violation  of  those  great  and 
fundamental  principles  on  which  the  law 
ofEn|;land  proceeus;  it  undermines  pre- 
scription, the  basis  on  which  we  rest  for 
the  permanence  and  security  of  our  pos- 
sessions. It  subverts  the  law  of  inheri- 
tance—for by  the  law  of  inheritance  no 
man  can  be  stript  of  an  estate  after  he  has 
possessed  it  sfa^ty  years  without  molesta- 
tion—a  possession  of  sixty  years  qvaeta 
all  difficulties  of  title,  to  the  law  of  mar- 
ria^  alone  there  is  no  limitation  of 
acuons. 

Unquestionablv  Ireland  has,  in  this  re- 
spect, taken  the  lead  of  England  in  civili- 
zation and  humanity.  The  legislature  of 
that  kingdom  passed  an  act  so  long  ago 
as  in  the  year  17d5,f  in  its  spirit  and  pro- 

*  Qui  alitor,  quamprssente  Farocho> 
vel  alio  sacerdote  de  ipsius  parochi,  seu 
ordinarii  licedtid,  et  duobus  vel  tribus  tes- 
tibus,  matrimonium  contrahere  attenta- 
bunt :  eos  sancta  svnodus  ad  sic  contra- 
hendum  omnio  inhablles  reddit ;  et  hujus- 
modi  contractus  irritos  et  nullus  ease  de- 
cemit,  prout  eos  pnesenti  decreto  irritos 
iacit  et  annulUt.— Can.  et  Dec  Cone 
Trid.,  Sess.  25,  a  1. 

1 9  Geo.  2,  c.  11.— By  this  act  mar- 
riagesand  matrimonial  contracts,  iriiere 
either  of  the  parties  are  under  the  aee 
of  twenty-one,  without  cqnaent  of  toe 
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irisioiiB  Tety  much  resembling  the  Mar- 
riage act,  exoept  that  its  operation  seems 
to  be  restricted  to  persons  possesaed  of  a 
certain  amount  of  property :  by  that  act, 
marriages  of  minors,  without  the  consent 
of  the  richer  or  guardian,  were  rendered 
null  and  Toid  ab  initio  ;  but  in  a  subse- 
quent clause  bounds  were  set  to  the  one- 
ration  of  the  law,  and  it  was  provided 
that,  if  no  suit  should  be  instituted  within 
a  year*  after  the  parties  attained  their 
majority,  the  marriage  should  be, good 
and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  what- 
soever. 

In  order  to  bring  the  facts  I  have 
stated  home  to  the  judgment  and  feelins 
of  the  House,  perhaps  it  may  be  permitted 
to  me  to  refer  to  the  particulars  of 
some  of  the  cases  which  have  occurred  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courts.  The  cases  of 
Wattlef  V.  Hathaway,  and  of  Hewitt;}: 
V.  Bratche,  furnish  as  strong  an  illustra- 
tion as  can  be  adduced  of  the  effect  and 
operation  of  the  law ;  and  they  are  of  the 
highest  authority,  as  the  sentence  In  both 
of  (hem  was  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  De- 
legates. In  the  first,  that  of  Wattle  v. 
Hathaway,  the  woman  was  a  minor  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage ;  the  husband  ob- 
tained the  license  by  making  oath  that 
she  was  of  ase.  Tney  coh&ited  some 
rears,  and  bad  issue  four  children ;  when 
heing  in  great  poverty  and  distress  he 
went  to  India,  and  there  realized  a  con- 
siderable fortune.    He  returned  to  Eng- 

father,  or,  if  dead,  of  the  guardian,  given 
in  writing  under  his  hand,  or  if  there  be 
no  guardian,  of  the  lord  chancellor ;  are 
declared  to  be  null  and  void,  £^the  minor 
is  endtled  to  100^  per  annum,  real  estate, 
or  personal  property  to  the  amount  of 
400^ ;  or  if  the  rather  and  mother  of  the 
minor  are  in  possession  of  100^.  per 
annum,  real  property,  or  2,000^.  personal 
property. — By  a  subsequent  clause,  per- 
sons marrying,  or  contracting  to  marry, 
•  minor,  without  the  consent  iSbove  stated, 
possessed  of  10,000/.,  forfeits  6001.  other- 
wise only  200^ 

*  Sect.  S.— <*  Provided  always,  that  if 
no  such  suit  be  commenced  within  one 
year  after  the  solemnization  of  such  mar- 
riage, or  the  making  of  such  matrimonial 
contract,  such  marriage  or  matrimonial 
contract  shall,  Jrom  the  expiration  of  the 
saidytar^  be  good  and  valia^  to  all  inteiits 
and  purposes,  as  if  this  act  had  never 
been  made." 
t  Delegates,  1789.  t  Delates,  1809. 


land ;  and,  after  his  marriage  had  subsist^ 
ed  twisnty-seven  years,  instituted  a  suit 
for  a  nullity  of  marriage/  on  the  ground 
of  his  wife  having  been  a  minor  at  the 
time  he  had  sworn  her  to  be  of  age,  and 
he  succeeded  in  his  suit.— In  Hewitt  v. 
Bratche  also,  the  woman  was  a  minor  at 
the  time  of  the  marriage ;  the  man  ob- 
tained the  license  by  swearing  that  she 
was  of  age ;  and  twenty*five  years  after^ 
wards,  he  availed  himself  of  his  owa 
perjury,  to  obtain  a  sentence  declaratory 
of  the  nullity  of  the  marriage. 

I  now  pass  to  four  cases  which  were 
decided  in  the  courts  at  Doctors*  Com- 
mons, two  years  a^o,  within  the  space  of 
two  months.  I  select  them  in  preference 
to  many  others,  because  they  vary  in 
their  circumstances,  and  show  how  gene- 
rally the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Marriage  act  has  been  defeated  by  the 
actual  operation  of  the  law. — In  Johnston 
V.  Parker,  the  marriage  was  in  1796^ 
The  man  swore  he  was  of  age  at  the  time, 
though  in  point  of  fact  he  wanted  five 
weeks  of  his  majority.  As. proof  of  this 
fact,  the  marriage  was,  at  his  suit,  de- 
clared null*  by  the  consistory  court  of 
London,  in  April  1820,  after  it  had  sub^ 
sisted  twenty-four  years.^— In  Riddall  v. 
Leddlard,  the  marriage  was  solemnized 
in  October,  1818t,  with  the  consent  of 
the  guardian  of  the  woman,  she  being  a 
minor;  the  guardian,  however,  was  ap- 
pointed by  a  will  attested  by  one  witness^ 
only,  and  a  statute,  passea  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  2nd,  requires  two  witnesses 
to  any  will  appointing  a  guardian;  and, 
on  proof  of  the  fact  of  the  will  having 
been  attested  by  only  one  witness,  the 
marriage  was  held  to  be  null  and  void  by 
the  Arches  Court  of  Canterbury,  on  the 
8th  day  of  May,  1820. .  The  learned 
judge  in  giving  sentence  in  this  case,  con- 
cluded with  the  following  manner :  <<  This 
marriage  is  in  no  degree  clandestine,  it 
lias  been  solemnized  with  all  the  requisites 
of  law.    The  court  must  deeply  lament 


*  I  rather  apprehend  that  I  may  have 
inaccurately  stated  the  date  of  the  final 
sentence  in  this  case;  the  proceedings 
are  not  at  this  moment  within  my  reach, 
but  I  believe  that  the  cause,  though  in 
substance  decided  in  April  1820,  stood 
over  for  further  evidence  as  to  one  fact 
till  a  later  period ;  the  issue  of  the  suit  is 
correctly  stated. 

t  This  suit  was  brought  by  the  woman. 

i  12  Car.  2,  pap.  24,  sec.  8. 
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to  se(e  tihch  a  cMe  bron^t  before  it;  il 
it  a  eaae  of  hardship  on  soctetj  that  per* 
tons  ahoold  have  been  so  long  liyinff  to- 
gether as  man  and  wife,  and  be  cast  loose 
on  society ;  bat  it  is  in  vain  for  the  court 
•to  observe  on  the  hardship  so  long  as  the 
lair  oontinues  on  its  present  footing.  As 
the  law  now  stands,  there  is  nothing  to 
lie  done  but  to  pronoonee  this  to  be  an 
invaUd  marriage."— In  Hayes  ▼•  Wattt, 
the  marriage  was  in  1800»*  with  the  con- 
sent  of  the  mother,  who  supposed  herself 
a  widow,  her  husband  having  gone  to  sea 
ten  years  before,  and  been  reported  to 
be  dead.  He,  however,  returned  to  Eng* 
land,  and  on  proof  of  the  want  of  i)is  con^ 
aent  to  the  marriage,  it  was  in  May,  1820, 
adjudged  to  be  nu]l.-«»lQ  Jones  v.  Hasle- 
wood,  the  parties  were  married  in  1782, 

*  From  a  note  I  have  of  this  case,  it 
appears  thst  the  following  amongst  other 
expressions  fell  from  the  learned  person 
who  pronounced  judgment  in  this  case : 

«<  This  marriage  was  not  clandestinely 
had,  but  it  is  admitted,  that  the  woman 
was  a  minor,  married  by  the  consent  of 
the  mother  who  wai  supposed  to  be  a 
widow.  The  father  was  in  fact  then 
living,  he  is  stili  living,  and  he  only  could 
legafly  give  consent ;  without  his  consent 
the  marriage  is  null  and  void*  Eighteen 
years  after  the  celebration  of  the  marriage, 
without  any  alleged  impropriety,  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  not  at  tne  suit 
of  the  husband,  as  more  frequently  happens, 
but  at  that  of  the  wife.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear whether  there  is  any  issue.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  be  completely  satts^ 
fled  that  the  marriaee  was  a  mere  nullity : 
if  it  was,  I  have  only  to  pronounce  it  to 
be  such.  The  marriage  took  place  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1800.  The  woman  was 
rather  under  twenty  years  of  age;  her 
toother  consented  to  it ;  there  is  no  sug- 

Sestion  of  any  fraud;  but  there  is  no 
onbt  as  to  the  minority ;  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  her  being  married  as  a  minor 
with  the  consent  of  her  mother,  establishes 
that  fact.  The  want  of  the  consent  of 
the  father  is  proved.  Though  the  parties 
did  contract  marrhige,  and  were  con- 
nusant  of  each  other  s  age,  yet  either  of 
them  have  a  ri^t  to  a  sentence  from  this 
court,  declaratorjr  of  the  nullity :  hideed, 
no  such  sentence  it  necessary ;  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  convenience  to  the  parties,  and 
a  duty  to  the  public,  to  declare  the  situa- 
tion in  which  thia  man  and  woman  stand 
to  each  other/* 


Btaniagg  Aa  AHenimm  BOL 


by  a  license  obtained  by  the  man,  in  wMch 
both  parties  were  stated  to  be  of  age. 
He,  however,  was  a  minor,  and  had  not 
the  consent  of  his  fother  to  the  marriaffe ; 
and,  on  proof  of  these  facU  the  nullity 
waa  established  by  the  court  of  arches  on 
the  20th  of  May  1820,  after  the  marrii^ 
had  subsisted  thirty-eight  years,  m  con- 
seouence  of  a  sm't  promoted  by  the  woman. 
Severely  as  the  law  operates  on  the 
description  of  cases  to   whidi   I  have 
alluded,  there  is  yet  a  peceliar  cast  of 
persons  on  whom  the  penalties  of  this 
yen^enance-breathing  statute  press  with 
infinitely  greater  rigour, — ^I  mean  on  ille- 
gitimate diildren  married,  while  under 
age,  by  hoense,  especially  on  all  those 
who  were  married  prior  to  the  decisiona 
which  of  late  years  have  taken  pUce  on 
the  construction  of  the  statute.    In  many 
instances  these  ill-fiited  persons  have  be- 
come the  victims  of  an  interpretation  put 
upon  the  statute,  which  men  of  ordinary 
capacity  and  ordinary  knowledge  applying 
their  minds  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  could  not  have  foreseen  or  anti- 
cipated.   In  cases  for  instance,   where 
the  putative  fother— in  others,  where  the 
teatamentary  guardian  appointed  by  the 
putative  father— in    others,  where    the 
natural  mother  have  been  present  at  and 
consenting  to  the  marriages,— ^he  msr- 
riages  have  nevertheless  been  held  null 
and  void  for  want  of  the  legal  consent. 
I  dispute  not  the  soundness  of  the  de« 
cisions  which  have  ruled  this  point ;  but 
this  I  say,  that  it  required  legal  subtlety 
andacuteness;   it  required  a  mind  exer- 
cised in  legal  Questions ;  it  required  a  de* 
liberate  consideration  of  the  intent  and 
spirit  of  the  statute,  to  ascertain  that 
none  of  the  persons  whom  I  have  been 
describing  were  qualified  to  give  the  con- 
sent exacted  by  the  law,  and  to  arrive  at 
the  settle  conclusion,  that  the  marriage 
of  every  illegitimate  niinor  which  was  so- 
lemnized without  the  consent  of  a  guar- 
dian  appointed   by  the  high  court  of 
chancery  was  ipsojado  void.    I  am  justi- 
fied in  these  assertions,   because  it  waa 
only  after  long  and  elaborate  arguments 
in  various  courts  of  justice,  and  after 
doubt  and  hesitation  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  learned  judges,  before  whom  this 
Question  has  been  at  different  times  ar^ed, 
that  the  point  was  fioallv  determined. 
The  first  decision  on  the  si^ject  waa  given 

Sr  sir  William  Scott,    in  the  case  of 
omer  v.  Liddiard,  in  1799;  and  ten 
yeftca  mbsequent   to   this  Mrd   EUen- 
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borooghy  after  some  hesitfttion,*  as  it 
hat  always  been  sapposed,  gave  a  decision 
to  the  same  effect  in  the  court  of  KingV 
bencby  in  the  case  of  Priestly  v.  Hughes. 

Harriet  Liddiard  was  the  natural  daughter 
of  John  Whitelock,  by  Sarah  Liddiard. 
Mr.  Whitelock  at  his  death  bequeathed 
to  her  considerable  property,  and  ap« 
pointed,  by  a  will  regularly  executed,  her 
mother  and  another  person,  his  executors 
and  the  guardians  of  the  person  of  his  child. 
Soon  after  she  attained  the  age  of  twenty, 
she  was  married  to  Mr.  Horner,t  with  the 
entire  approbation  and  concurrence  of 
her  mother  (the  other  guardian  appointed 
by  the  will  bmng  dead),  whidi  approba- 
tion was  expressed  In  the  license,  and 
confirmed  by  her  presence  at  the  wedding. 
Three  years  afterwards,  this  marriaffe  was 
held  to  be  null  and  Toid  for  want  of  lawful 
consent,  on  a  suit  instituted  by  Mr. 
Horner. 

In  Priestly  versus  Hughes,!  John 
Wynne  Hughes  was  married  in  Septem* 
ber  1792»  to  Jane  Roberts,  the  illegiti* 
mate  daughter  of  Thomas  Jones,  in  the 
presence  of  her  natural  mother,  and  with 
her  consent  formally  expressed  In  the 
license.  John  Wynne  Hugh^  4ied  In 
1793,  leaving  an  only  child,  a  daughter. 


*  Mr.  Justice  Le  Blanc  and  Mr.  Justice 
Bayley  concurred  with  lord  Ellenborough 
in  this  judgment.  Mr.  Justice  Grose  was 
dissentient  from  it.  He  considered  the 
consent  to  the  marriage  of  an  illegililBate 
minor  to  be  a  casus  omissus  in  the  statute. 
This  case  was  twice  argued  before  the 
court,  and  the  court  took  time  for  consi- 
deration. 

In  the  King  ▼.  the  inhabitants  of 
Hodnet,  1st  Term  Reports,  p.  96.  The 
marriage  of  an  illegitimate  minor  by 
license  was  held  to  be  null  and  void  under 
the  Marriage  act,  but  in  that  case  no 
consent  was  ghren  by  anv  one,  and  the 
question  was  expressly  decided  by  lord 
Mansfield  on  that  ground. 

t  See  Dr.  Croke's  report  of  the  case 
of  Homer  v.  Liddiard,  Consistory  of 
London,  1799. 

She  was  described  in  the  Hcense  as 
Harriet  Liddiard,  otherwise  Whitelock,  a 
minor ;  and^  it  was  stated  that  the  mar- 
riage was  about  to  be  solemnized  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  Sarah  Liddiard  her 
mother  and  guardian*  The  marriage  took 
place  en  the  7th  of  March,  1796.  The 
suit  was  instituted  In  February,  1799. 

X  East.  Term  Reports,  p.  1. 


In  1796  the  father  of  John  Wynne 
Hughes  died,  leaving  considerabfe  pro«> 
party,  which  apparently  vested  in  his 
grand-daughter,  but  in  1809,  that  pro- 
perty was  wrested  from  her  by  the  heir 
at  law,  who  proved  that  ber  mother  had 
not  the  consent  of  a  guardian  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  ChaAcery  to  her 
marriage. 

Subsequent  to  these  decisions,  many: 
cases  of  a  similar  description  have  oc- 
curred, and  if  the  law  be  not  altered 
many  more  must  occur :  I  will*  content 
myself  here  with  mentioning  one  which 
was  decided  in  the  coarse  of  last  term.^ 
Frances  Davidson,  bom  in  August,  1779, 
was  the  natural  daughter  of  James 
Boorder.  Her  fiither  died  while  she  was 
very  young.  In  December,  1798,  she  wat 
married  to  John  Henry  Caries,  on  whose 
oath,  and  on  that  of  her  mother,  the  li- 
cense was  obtained ;  the  mother,  too,  wat 
present  at  the  marria^,  and  signed  the 
entry  in  the  register.  In  December,  1821, 
this  marriage  was  pronounced  null  and 
void,  upon  a  stut  brought  by  the 
woman,  after  it  bad  subsisted  twenty«five 
years. 

Had  I  not  been  lipprefaensive  of  ex« 
hausting  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  I 
eould  readily  have  prepared  mysdf  with 
the  detfdls  of  an  infinite  variety  of  cases 
of  this  description,  which  have  occurred 
within  the  eighteen  years  during  which  I 
have  been  conversant  with  the  practice  of 
eodesiastlcal  courts.  I  believe,  for  a 
considerable  time  after  the  pi|ssing  of  the 
act,  cases  of  this  description  were  com* 
paratively  few  In  nmnber,  but  they  have 
oxceedtngly  multiplied  of  late  years,  and 
for  obvious  reasons  will  probably  pro^ 
ceed  in  an  increasing  ratio.  In  order  to 
form  some  calculation  as  to  the  probable 
amount  of  them,  I  have  procured  a  list  of 
aU  the  causes  decided  in  the  Arches  and 
Consistory  courts,  since  1810;  and  I 
think  I  have  seen  enough  of  the  nature  of 
these  causes  (though  the  list  has  onl^ 
been  a  few  hours  in  my  hands)  to  justi^ 
me  In  venturing  to  affirm,  that  withm  tbii 
period  at  least  forty  cases  of  nullity  of 
marriage,  on  account  of  the  want  of  the 
previous  consent  required  by  the  statute, 
have  been  decided  in  the  Consistory  court 
of  London,  and  at  least  twenty  m  the 
Arches  court  of  Canterhurjr«  If  we 
further  connder  that,  in  addition  te  th^ 
two  courts  to  which  I  have  idluded,^  all 


«  It  consists  with  my  knowledge  thai 
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the  Coosistorial  courtf ,  and  all  the  Ec- 
clesiastical courts,  of  peculiar  and  exempt 
jurisdiction,  within  the  provinces  of  Can- 
terbury and  York,  have  cognizance  of 
suits  of  this  description-— if  we  add  to 
this,  that  many  of  these  cases  come  before 
magiitrates  in  their  sittings  at  quarter 
sessions  (as  several  hon.  members,  whom 
I  see  in  aifferent  parts  of  the  House,  will 
testify  )—^hat  they  sometimes  find  their 
way  into  courts  of  common  law-^and 
fnally,  that  there  are  many  of  them  which 
are  never  broagbt  into  any  court,  for  it 
hBB  been  repeatedly  held  that  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  is  not  necessary  to  estab- 
lish the  illegality  of  one  of  these  mar- 
mges— if  we  take»  I  say,  all  these  cir- 
camstances  into  our  calculation,  we  must 
be  irresistibly  impelled  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  evils  I  am  endeavouring  to  re- 
medr  are  of  a  nature  and  extent  to  call 
loudly  for  legttlative  interference. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  details  of  the 
measure.  The  first  clause  in  the  pro- 
posed act  will  go  to  the  entire  repeal  of 
the  nuUity  clause  in  the  Marriage  act. 
Instead  of  a  marriage,  in  which  the  con- 
sent required  by  the  statute  has  not  been 
given,  being  null  and  void  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  in  law  whatsoever ;  I  propose 
to  give  to  the  father  of  the  mmor,  if 
Mviog;  if  dead,  to  the  guardian  of  the 
person ;  if  there  be  no  guardian,  to  the 
mother,  if  livins  and  unmarried;  and  if 
there  be  no  mo&er  living  and  unmarried, 

within  the  period  alluded  tOy  suits  for 
DttUity  of  marriage  on  this  ground,  have 
been  entertained  in  the  Peculiars  Court 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  Consistory  court  of 
Yoric,  in  the  Court  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Westminster,  in  the  Consistory 
of  Rochester,  drc  Sec  It  is  to  be  ob!- 
•erved  also,  and  it  is  worthy  of  tlie  most 
serious  consideration,  that  causes  of 
nullity  involving  such  important  rights  of 
property,  and  affecting,  as  they  do,  the 
Witimaoy  of  issue,  as  well  as  the  validity 
otthe  marriage  bond,  must  frequently  be 
decided  in  the  country  Ecclesiastical 
courts  (which  unfortunately  abound 
throughout  En^and),  by  persons  who 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  acquhing 
Icttal  knowledge  and  experience,  but 
whose  sentrace  nevertheless,  if  not  ap- 
pealed from,  is  as  valid  and  conduriveas 
It  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  either  of  the  learned  judges 
who  preside  over  the  Ecclesiastical  courts 
at  Doctors  Commons.  .  . 


then  to  a  guardian  appmnted  by  the  court 
of  chancery—the  power  of  annuUing  it, 
by  a  suit  to  be  instituted  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical court  of  competent  jurisdiction  for 
that  purpose.  In  my  fimner  bill,  a 
similar  power  was  given  also  to  the  parties 
contracting  the  marriage,  for  six  months 
after  they  should  have  attained  their 
majority — ^if  .the  House  wish  that  persona 
should  be  vested  with  this  authority  to 
impugn  their  own  acts,  I  must  bow  to 
their  decision.  But,  after  the  most  mature 
consideration  that  I  have  been  able  ta 
apply  to  the  subject,  I  really  have  not 
been  able  to  bring  myself  even  to  appear 
to  sanction  a  course  of  proceeding  which, 
in  principle,  seems  to  me  so  utterly  un- 
justifiable. I  strongly  feel  that  mmora 
who,  by  their  own  voluntary  act  may 
have  united  themselves  in  marriage,  and 
who  have  ratified  that  act  by  continuing 
to  cohabit  one  day  afler  they  have  attain- 
ed their  migority,  ought  not  to  be  autho- 
rised to  recede  from  engagements  they 
have  solemnly  contractea  long  afler  the 
age  when  they  were  capable  of  consent^ 
and  long  afler  the  period  when,  if  they 
had  been  married  by  banns,  the  marriage 
must  have  been  indissoluble. 
.  In  order  to  obviate  a  possible  inconve- 
nience which  it  was  suggested  might  arise 
from  parties  clandestinely  married  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians 
withdrawing  beyond  sea,  or  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  English  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  remaining  abroad  till  they 
might  attain  their  majority,  and  being 
enabled  by  such  conduct  to  baffle  the 
intent*  and  elude  the  operation  of  the 
law;  I  have  introduced  a  dause,*  bor- 


*  28  George  II.,  cap.  10  (Irish),  was 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  and 
making  more  eftctual  the  9th  of  <]^rge 
II.,  cap.  11.  (Irish).  The  following  is 
the  clause  to  whicn  I  allude :  **  And 
whereas  since  the  making  the  said  act, 
many  persons  intending  to  avoid  the 
force  and  efiect  thereof,  and  to  evade  the 
same,  have  left  this  kinedom  or  absconded 
to  avoid  the  service  or  process  in  a  suir» 
to  be  instituted  pursuant  to  the  said  act 
for  annulling  such  marriage  or  matrimonial 
contract:  be  it  enacted  by  the  kins'a 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,.  That  from  and 
after  the  29th  day  of  September  1750|  it 
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roved  io  Bubstance  frcmi  an  act  which 
paued  the  Irish  legislature  io  1749>  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  authorizing  parents 
and  guardians,  on  the  occurrence  of  such 
a  case  as  that  which  I  have  stated,  to  file 
a  Ubel  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  of  the 
diocese  within  which  the  minor  was  resi- 
dent at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  and 
empowering  the  ecclesiastical  court  to 
proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  party  pro- 
ceeded against  was  residenc  withm  the 


shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
^Either,  guardians,  or  guardian  of  such 
infant,  who  shall  marry  without  such 
consent  as  aforesaid,  and  the  parties 
entering  into  the  same  or  either  of  them, 
shall  leave  this  kingdom  or  abscond,  by 
which  means  it  may  be  difficult  to  serve 
process  in  a  suit  to  be  instituted  for 
annulling  such  marriage  or  matrimonial 
contract ;  or  in  such  case,  if  there  be  no 
father  or  guardian,  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons- to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, the  keeper  or  commissioners  of  the 
great  seal,  for  that  purpose  within  one 
year  after  such  marriage  or  matrimonial 
contract,  file  an  allegation  in  the  eccle- 
siastical court  of  the  diocese,  where  such 
infant  was  usually  resident  before  his  or 
ber  goinff  out  of  this  kingdom,  or  entering 
into  such. marriage  or  matrimonial  con- 
tract^  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  neces- 
sary parties  had  appeared  in  a  suit  insti- 
tuted in.  the  said  court  to  annul  such 
marriage  or  matrimonial  contract ;  which 
ecclesiastical  court  shall  thereupon  issue 
process  to  compel  the  persons  so  marrying 
or  entering  into  such  matrimonial  con- 
tract, to  appear  in  the  same  court  within 
a  time  therein  to  be  limited,  and  shall 
have  full  power  to  proceed  to  hear  and 
determine  the  said  cause,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  narties  thereto  were  resi- 
dent, and  the  saia  marriage  or  matrimonial 
contract  entered  into  witliin  the  said 
diocese,  if  it  shall  appear  by  affidavit  that 
sucb  process  was  served  in  the  usual  manner 
on  the  said  parties,  whether  in  this  king- 
dom or  in  any  parts  out  of  this  kingdom ; 
and,  if  it  sbaU  appear  in  the  said  suit  by 
proper  proof,  that  the  said  recited  mar- 
riage or  matrimonial  contract  was  con- 
trary to  the  said  act,  such  marriage  or 
matrimonial  contract  sliould  be  adiudged 
and  declared  by  the  ecclesiastical  court 
where  such  suit  shall  be  commenced,  to 
be  absolutely  null  and  void  to  all  intents 
and  purposes. 
VOL.  VL 


diopese,  If  it  shall  be  shewn  by  affidavit 
that  such  party  had  been  served  with  the 
process  or  the  court,  and  consequently 
had  received  due  notice  of  the  pending 
proceedings. 

So  much  for  the  prospective  part  of 
the  bill;  but  I  feel  that  we  should  ^1 
infinitely  short  of  our  duty,  lamentably 
short  of  that  justice  which  the  country 
has  a  right  to  expect  from  our  hands,  if 
we  did  not,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least, 
give  a  retrospective  effect  to  this  measure, 
and  endeavour  to  alleviate  that  dreadful 
state  of  wretchedness  and  uncertainty  m 
which  so  many  individuals,  and  so  many 
families  have  been  plunged  by  the  cruei 
operation  of  the  existing  law.  Accord* 
ingly*  the  House  will  find  in  the  bill,  a 
clause  which  enacts  that  in  all  cases  oC 
marriages  solemnized  anterior  to  the 
passing  of  this  act  without  the  necessary 
previous  consent,  where  both  the  parties* 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-oner 
and  have  continued  to  live  together  as 
husband  and  wife,  such  marriages  shall 
hereafter  be  deemed  good  wad  valid^ 
unless  either  of  tlie  parties  to  such  mar- 
riage shall  institute  a  suit  in  a  cause  of 
nullity;  within  six  months  after  the  passing 
of  the  act.'  It  is  with  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  have  opened  the  door  to  the  insti-. 
tution  of  suits  of  this  description  for  six 
montlis  after  the  passing  of  tlie  act;  no* 
thing  could  have  induced  me  to  give  way 
on  this  point,*  but  the  apprehension 
which  many  of  the  friends  of  the  measure 
entertain,  that  the  omission  of  a  proviso^ 
tq  this  effect  might  endanger  the  success, 
of  the  measure  in  another  place. 

On  general  principles,  I  feel  the  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  retrospective  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  to  be  exceedingly 
strong.  If  a  law  by  experience  is  found 
to  be  prdudicial  to  the  community^ifr 
instead  of  promoting  order  and  equity 
and  justice,  it  holds  out  a  temptation  to^ 
perjury  and  fraud,  and  tends  by  its  ope- 
ration and  effect  to  vilify  and  degrade  ia 
the  estimation  of  tho-  community,  thas 
institution  which  for  obvioua  reasons* 
ought  to  be  upheld  as  a  primary  object  of 
respect  and  veneration-;  surely  no  delav 
should  be  interposed  to  the  repeal  of  sucb 
a  law.  Surely,  also,  the  repeal  should  be 
as  complete  and  eflfisctual  as  possible,  and 
in  the  manner  best  calculateu  to  heal  all^ 


*  In  the  first  bill  I  brought  on  thi» 
subject  (in  1817)i  there  was  no  sucb  per-* 
mission.  i 
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die  wounds  wbidi,  by  its  opavlkm,  It 
ttaj  hate  inflioted  on  sodetj.^  Those 
who  maintain  the  contrary  poiitton  nn- 
doubtedlj  appear  to  reason  more  like 
lawyers  than  leffislators  or  statesmen, 
llie  great  and  cmaracterietic  distinction 
between  persons  ezerctsing  these  distinct 
functions  I  apprehend  to  be,  that  the 
lawyer  has  his  rule  to  go  by;  his  rule 
inust  be  the  sole  guide  of  hii  conduct ;  he 
eatt  travel  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the 
left  of  it;  he  cannot  look  dehors  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression)  the  letter 
of  the  law.  Whereas  the  legislator  stands 
on  higher  ground.  He  is  to  look  to  the 
fixed  and  immutable  principles  of  morality 
^•-10  the  interests  of  social  order--to  the 
substance  of  original  justice-^to  the  two 
main  pUlars  of  all  law— equity  and  utility. 
By  utility  I  mean,  not  utility  limited  to 
the  benefit  or  advantage  of  anf  particular 
]|idi?idual»  or  any  particular  class  of  indi- 
viduals) but  general  public  utility,  em- 
bracing the  interest,  mid  comprehending 
the  welfiire  and  good  government  of  the 
whole  community.  If  it  were  otherwise 
—if  the  existence  of  an  unjust  law  were 
to  be  an  an^ument  in  fiirour  of  its  con- 
Unuance— ifit  is  to  be  maintained,  that 
however  true  fc  may  be  that  this  law  is 
imdermloingthe  foundations  of  socie^ — is 
working  Imquity,  and  firaught  with  mjus* 
tioe— vet  because  it  has  been  acknow- 
ledged as  the  law,  we  must  admit  its 
operation  up  to  a  certain  period— we 
must  not  put  a  stop  to  all  tne  iniquity 
and  all  the  injustice  that  we  can— we 
must  not  beneOt  society  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power,  lest  we  should  prevent  some 
coocingeat  benefit  flowing  from  this 
unhallowed  source  to  some  particular 
individuals — if  this  Is  to  be  the  coune  of 
reasoning  seriouslv  maintained  on  such  a 
subject,  we  had  better  at  once  abdicate 
our  functions  as  legislators.  «^Quod  si 
|Nopulorum  jossis— si  principum  deeretis, 
aisetitentiis  judicum^jura  constitnerehtur 
-^jus  esset  latrodnari— ^  MduUetare — 
jus  testamenta  fiUsa  supf>biiere— si  hsBc 
miffragiis  «ot  scitis  multitudinis  proba- 
rentur.''  Sir,  this  language,  powertul  md 
eloquent  as  it  is,  is  quite  as  applicable  to 
the  question  we  are  discussing,  as  it  was 
to  that  to  which  it  was  BM>re  immediately 
addressed.  It  b  the  language  of  one  of 
the  greatest  statesmen  Mid  philosophers 
of  antiquity— of  one  who  had  sounded 
the  very  dieplhs  of  morality,  of  science 
and  of  law.  He  cookl  not  refrain  from 
expressing  his  contempt  and  indignation 


at  the  idea  of  upholding,  for  one  motnent, 
Uie  operation  of  any  municipal  law  whielt 
impugned  and  counteracted  the  great  and 
fundamental  principles  of  justice.  Mr. 
Burke  emphatically  expressed  the  same 
idea,  when  he  exclaimed,  ''that  it  waa 
not  the  black  letter  or  the  king's  arms 
that  made  tlie  law,  but  that  we  must  look 
for  it  elsewhere ;''  and  we  find  the  same 
great  statesman,  in  another  passage  of  hia 
immortal  works,  laying  it  down  as  an 
axiom,  <*  that  laws  can  &rive  no  authority 
from  their  institution  merely,  independent 
of  their  subject  matter.**  I  am  confident 
in  maintaining,  that  the  Marriage  act,  by 
its  actus]  operation  and  effect,  as  fiir  as 
any  municipal  law  can  lieense  that  whiok 
is  a  m(Umm  in  se,  does  lieense  adultery. 
If  two  persons  o(F  mature  intelleet,  and 
perfectly  competent  to  (mdefstand  the 
nature  of  the  contract  in  whidi  they 
eoga^,  are  united  to^;ether  in  a  dejkdn 
marriage,  deficient  in  no  circumstance 
enjoin^  by  the  religious  institutions  of 
the  Sute— if  they  cohabk  together  as 
mm  and  wiffe,  and  acknowledge  each  other 
as  such  for  many  years  alter  they  have 
attained  the  ase  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
then,  advanced  to  middle  age,  separate* 
CO  the  ground  of  the  want  of  parental 
consent  to  their  original  union,  and  se- 
verally intermarry  with  other  persons- 
will  any  one  deny  that  persons  so  con- 
ducting themselves,  thougn  they  may  not 
be  amenable  to  punishment  according  to 
the  strict  letter  of  ^  municipal  law,  are 
not,  in  the  eye  of  God  and  man,  gutky  of 
the  crime  of  adultery?  Or  can  it  be 
contended  that  the  municipal  law,  which 
sanctions  such  conduct,  does  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  and  according  to  the  rule 
of  that  law  which  is  engraven  in  our 
hearts,  authorize  the  commission  of  adul- 
terv? 

I  have  addressed  thus  nrach  of  the  ar- 
gument to  the  House  in  its  legislattve  ca- 
pacity ;  but  to  take  the  question  on  the 
lower  ground,  and  to  discuss  the  subiect 
as  lawyers,  even  here,  I  think,  I  shall  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  House,  if  they  are  to 
be  folded  by  precedents,  that  th^  ought 
to  give  a  retrospective  efiect  to  tms  law ; 
for  I  have  a  precedent  to  adduce^  whicb* 
to  borrow  a  trite  expression,  runs  upon 
all-fours  with  the  act  which  I  am  propos* 
ing  to  introduce.  In  1781,  die  present 
marquis  of  Hertford,  then  lord  Beatr- 
champ,  brought  in  a  bill  to  legaliise  all 
marriages  which  had  been  solemnized  in 
churches  and  chapels  in  which  banns  had 
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not  be«ii  pobliihed  apleoedently  to  the 
pasting  of  the  Marruige  act.  A  settle- 
ment case,  in  which  a  question  had  been 
raised  respecting  a  marriage  had  in  a 
church  of  this  description,  had  been  taken 
by  *  certiorari  to  tne  Court  of  King's* 
bench,  and  that  court  had  been  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  marriage  was 
nidi  and  ?oid.  Lord  Beauchamp's  billf 
passed  this  House  and  the  House  of 
Lordsy  as  it  were,  by  acdantation — no 


dissentient  voice  was  raised  against  it-^ 
not  a  svllable  was  uttered  as  to  the  rights 
of  third  parties;  the  bill  was  entirely  re- 
trospective—it save  effect  to  niarriages 
which  were  null  and  void  ab  initio.  It 
had  no  prospective  operation ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  which  took  place 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor (lord  Thurlow)  distinctly  admitted 
that  it  was  intended  to  operate  upon  all 
existinff  suits,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  any 

Sroceedings  in  courts  of  law,  which  might 
e  ipsdtuted  to  annul  any  marriage  had 
in  violation  of  this  provision  of  the  law. 
In  1805,  bishop  Horsley,  no  mean  au* 
thority  on  any  question  of  this  descrip- 
tion, Drought  a  hillj:  into  the  House  of 

*  The  king  v.  the  Inhabitants  of  North- 
field.— Douglas,  p.  634. 

t  See  Parliamentary  History  voL  22, 
p.  870. 

%  Bishop  Horsley  in  one  of  his  charges 
to  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  St.  Asaph, 
^ives  the  following  account  of  the  bring- 
ing in  of  this  bifi :  **  However,  my  re- 
verend brethren,  you  may  put  your 
mindset  ease,  and  the  parties  so  unlawfully 
married  may  put  their  minds  at  ease,  if  it 
may  give  ease  to  your  minds  to  know  tliat 
all  that  is  past,  is  pardoned  and  oblite- 
rated; and  to  theirs  to  know,  that  the 
knot  so  loosely  tied  at  first  is  now  drawn 
tight  and  hard,  and  made  indissoluble, 
and  that  the  legitimacy  of  their  ofispring 
is  secured." 

«  In  the  spring  of  1804^  I  carried  two 
bills  through  parliament.  The  one  is  a 
general  act,  the  77th  chapter  of  the  44th 
of  the  king,  intituled  *  An  Act  to  render 
valid  certain  marriages  solemnized  in  cer* 
tain  churches  and  public  chapels  in  which 
banns  had  not  usually  been  published  be- 
fore, or  at  the  time  of  passing  an  act  made 
in  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty  king  George  the  S^ond,  intituled 
*  An  Act  for  the  better  preventing  Chin* 
destine  Marriaffes.'  The  other  specially 
relate  to  the  cbapd  of  Voehv*    It  is  the 


I^ds  to  the  same  elect  as  that  which 
lord  Beauchamp  introduced  in  1781.  This 
bill  likewise  received  the  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  legislature,  and,  when 
passed  into  a  hw,  had  the  eflbct  of 
legalizing  many  marriages  which,  under 
the  enactments  of  the  Marriage  act,  were 
absolutely  null  and  void. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  these 
remedial  laws,  expressly  introduced  with 
the  view  of  quieting  subsisUng  marriages, 
and  legitimating  the  issue  of  them,  are  to 
be  distinguished  in  principle  from  the 
clause  which  we  are  now  discussing. 
They  appear  to  me  to  stand  precisely  on 
the  same  ground.  In  botn  instances 
marriages  exist  defacto^  but  not  dejwrei 
in  both  instances,  therefore,  the  marriages 
are  absolutely  null  and  void,  consequently 
nothing  short  of  a  retrospective  law  can 
give  effect  and  validity  to  them ;  suoh  a 
law  has  been  resorted  to  in  one  instance, 
why  is  it  to  be  withholden  in  the  other  ? 
The  rights  of  third  parties  (if  such  un- 
hallowed pretensions  are  to  be  misnamed 
rights^  are  alike  affected  in  the  one  as  in 
the  otlier  case ;  for  if  there  be  a  nullity  of 
marriage,  the  relative  situation  of  third- 

88th  chapter  of  those  acts  of  the  same 
year  of  the  king  which  are  local  and  per- 
sonal, but  to  be  judicially  noticed.  It  is 
intituled  <  An  Act  for  enabling  the  officiat- 
ing minister  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Chapel  of  Vo61as,  in  the  county  of  Den- 
bigh, to  publish  banns  and  solemnize  mar* 
riages  in  the  said  chapeU' " 

•<  By  the  former,  the  public  act,  all 
marriages  solemnized  in  public  chapels  in 
which  banns  had  not  usually  been  pub« 
lished,  without  any  other  deviation  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Msrriage  act,  before 
the  25th  day  of  March  1805,  are  made 
good  and  valid;  and  the  clergymen 
who  so  solemnized  them  are  indemnified 
against  the  penalties  of  the  Marriage 
act ;  and,  the  registers  of  such  marriages 
are  made  good  and  lawful  evidence  in 
all  courts  of  law  and  equity.  But  it  is 
farther  enacted,  <  that  the  registers  of 
all  such  marriages  as  hereby  are  made 
to  be  valid  in  law,  shall  within  fourteen 
days  next  after  the  said  25th  of  March 
1805,  be  removed  to  the  parish  church 
of  die  parish  in  which  such  chapel  shall 
be  situate ;  or  in  the  case  of  a  chapel 
extra-parochially  situate,  then  to  the 
parish  church  next  adjoining  to  such 
extra-parochial  phu^e.'" 

^«  I  hope  the  provisions  of  this  statute 
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persons  to  the  parties  marked)  most  be 
the  same  from  whatever  cause  the  nullity 
may  have  accrued.  It  has  been  said, 
however,  that  the  law  has  been  violated 
ignoraotly  in  the  one  case,  and  knowingly 
in  the  other,  and  stress  has  been  laid  upon 
this  aa  creating  a  distinction :  to  this  I 
should  say,  that  in  the  first  place  igno- 
rance Airnishes  no  legal  excuse  for  the 
violation  of  any  law;  and,  in  the  nexe, 
giving  the  argument  the  utmost  latitude 
of  which  it  is  capable,  it  furnishes  no  solid 
ground  for  contending  that,  in  a  moral 
and  religious  point  of  view,  in  cases  of 
the  description  to  those  which  I  have  de* 
tailed  to  the  House,  parties  ought  not  to 
be  so  much  bound  by  their  own  act,  where 
they  have  cohabited  as  man  and  wife  for 
so  many  years  after  they  have  attained 
their  migority,  as  they  ought  to  be  in 
oases  where  they  may  have  unwittin^y 
violated  the  law.  Again,  I  should  say, 
that,  in  many  of  the  esses  of  nullity,  for 
want  of  consent,  the  dictum  of  communii 
error  facU  juii  applies  as  literally  as  to 
the  cases  ot  nullity  of  marriage  solemnized 
in  churches  and  chapels,  where  banns  had 


have  been  attended  to;  and,  you  will 
take  special  notice,  that  the  benefit  of 
this  statute  comes  down  only  to  the  25th 
of  March,  1805.  If,  since  that  day  any 
marriages  have  been  or  shall  be  solem- 
nised in  chapels  In  which  banns  had  not 
been  usually  published  before  the  psss- 
ing  of  the  act  of  the  26th  of  George 
the  Second,  all  such  marriages  are  still 
null  and  void,  as  they  would  have  been 
if  this  act  of  mine  never  had  been 
passed;  the  clergymen  so  solemnizing 
them  are  not  indemnified ;  and,  the  regis- 
ters are  not  evidence  in  any  court  of 
law  and  equity.*' —  Bishop  Horsley's 
Charges,  p.  205. 

^  More  marriages  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion  occurred,  and  they  gave  rise  to  the 
48  Geo.  III.  c.  27,  which  was  to  the  same 
purport,  and  had  the  effect  of  legalizing 
all  the  void  marriages  of  the  same  de- 
scription, which  bad  occurred  subse- 
quently to  the  passing  of  bishop  Hors- 
ley's act. 

The  legislature  has,  in  other  instances, 
passed  hills  to  give  validity  to  de  facto 
marriages,  which  were  in  themselves  null 
and  void,  or  concerning  which  a  ques- 
tion  might  be  caised.  Bv  the  47  Geo. 
III.  c.  76,  all  marriages  solemnized  in  the 
vealry-room  of  the  parish  of  Wallsend, 
wese  legalized. 


not  been  published  anterior  to  the  pasnng 
of  the  Marriage  act.  In  very  many  cases 
which  have  fallen  under  my  own  cogni- 
zance, both  parties  have,  at  the  time,  and 
for  many  subsequent  years,  been  com- 
pletely ignorant  of  the  invalidity  of  the 
marriage  they  have  contracted.  I  could 
cite  manv  cases  of  crying  hardship  on  this 
head.  One  occurs  to  me  at  this  moaaent. 
Upwards  of  twenty  years  since  a  marriage 
was  solemnized  between  two  minors,  with 
the  full  consent  and  approbation,  and  in 
the  presence,  of  the  parents  of  both 
parties ;  four  years  ago  the  eldest  daughter 
of  that  marriage  was  married,  to  the  great 
satisfaction  and  ddight,  and,  conse- 
quently, with  the  consent  of  her  father. 
Children  have  been  bom  from  this  mar- 
riage ;  but,  subsequently  to  the  solemni- 
zation of  it,  the  father  of  the  woman  has 
discovered  that  he  was  a  natural  son,  bom 
before  his  parents  were  united  in  wedlock, 
an  event  which,  up  to  this  period  of  his 
life,  had  been  studiously  concealed  firom 
him.  But  mark  the  consequence;  not 
only  all  his  children,  but  all  his  daughter's 
children  become,  as  it  were,  ipsojacto. 

The  58  Geo.  III.  c.  84,  after  sUtins  that 
doubts  had  arisen  respecting  the  validity 
of  marriages  solemnized  within  the  British 
territories  of  India,  by  ministers  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  declared,  that  all 
marriages  of  that  description,  heretofore 
had  and  solemnized,  should  be  adjudged, 
esteemed,  and  taken  to  have  been  of  the 
same  effect,  as  if  they  had  been  solemnized 
by  ministers  of  the  church  of  England. 

The  21st  and  22nd  Geo.  III.  c  25, 
(Irish)  was  passed  to  give  retrospective 
effect  and  validity  to  the  marriages  of 
many  Protestant  dissenters,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  nullities  in  law.  The  pre- 
amble stated,  **  That  whereas  the  re- 
moving doubts  that  maj  have  arisen  con- 
cerning the  validity  of  matrimonial  con- 
tracts or  marriages  entered  into  between 
Protestant  Dissenters,  and  solemnized  by 
Protestant  Dissenting  ministers,  will  tend 
to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  many 
Protestant  Dissenters  and  their  families ; 
and  then  proceeded  to  enact  <<  that  all 
matrimonial  contracts  and  marriages  here- 
tofore entered  into,  or  hereafter  to  be  en- 
tered into,  between  Protestant  Dissenters, 
and  solemnized  or  celebrated  by  Protes- 
tant Dissenting  ministers  or  teachers  shall 
be,  and  shall  be  held  and  taken  to  be 
good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever/' 
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dastards ;  no  guardian,  appointed  by  th^ 
Court  of  Chancery,  gave  consent  to  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  these  marriages. 
A  nullity  has  been  ingrafted  on  a  nullity, 
and  so  it  might  have  gone  to  on  infinitum  ; 
for  if  the  grand-daughter  had  married 
with  her  father's  consent,  before  the  flaw 
had  been  discovered,  her  issue  would 
have  been  equally  illegitimate.  It  is  in 
vain  in  this  instance  to  which  I  have  al- 
kided,  it  is  in  vain  that  all  the  family,  In 
all  its  branches,  concur  in  an  anxious 
w»h  to  give  stability  to  tw6  marriages, 
solemnly  and  bona  fide  contracted,  defi- 
cient in  no  religious  ceremonies,  and  con* 
solidated  by  reciprocal  affection,  and  the 
birth  of  numerous  issue ;  it  is  in  vain  that 
the  parties  themselves  to  each  of  these 
marriages,  endeared  to  each  other  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  mutual  affection,  and 
deeply  impressed  with  the  sacred  nature 
of  the  bond  by  which  they  are  united, 
anxiously  and  earnestly  seek  for  a  process 
of  law  by  which  their  marriages  can  be 
declared  valid.  Unless  th^  House  passes 
this  remedial  clause  their  case  is  nope- 
less;  the  children  and  grand-children 
must  be  degraded  from  the  station  they 
have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  society,  and 
only  be  considered  in  law  as  the  omqpring 
of  a  meretricious  connexion. 

Indeed  all  the  marriages  of  illegitimate 
children,  solemnized  without  the  consent 
of  a  guardiau  a()pointed  by  chancery, 
prior  to  the  decbion  of  Liddiard  and 
Horner,  in  1799,  are,  in  point  of  fact,  In 
exactly  the  same  situation  with  that 
which  I  have  just  described.  They  were 
all  contracted  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
law,  and  have  the  strongest  possible 
claims  on  the  prompt  and  mcacious  in- 
terference of  tne  leffislature. 

1  have  still  another  precedent,  and  in 
my  judgment  it  is  even  stronger  in  some 
respects  than  the  one  which  I  nave  already 
cited.  In  18 14*,  several  actions  were 
commenced  in  the  court  of  king's  bench 
against  clergymen,  under  the  43rd  of 
Georee  III.,  c.  STy  for  non-residence. 
Two  hundred  actions  were  stated  to  have 
been  brought  by  one  individual,  and  one 
hundred  by  others,  to  recover  penalties 
incurred  for  a  violation  of  the  statute. 
In  that  case  there  was  ground  for  saying, 
that  interests  were  vested  in  the  prose- 
cutors: the  suiu  had  been  Instituted  not 
only  bv  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, but  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
encouragement,  for  it  had  beet)  distinctly 
stated  during  the  discussions  whidi  took 


place  while  the  act  was  in  progress  in 
180S,  that  the  ereat  object  was  to  hold 
out  the  strongest  inducements  to  informers 
to  come  forward  and  make  complaints 
against  any  act  which  might  be  done  in 
contravention  to  the  provisions  of  the 
statute.  In  spite  of  all  these  considera- 
tions, the  legislature  in  1814,*  passed  an 
act  by  which  they  put  a  stop  to  all  the 
existing  suits  to  which  I  have  refei^ed, 
and  thereby  deprived  the  prosecutors  of 
the  right,  it  was  admitted  they  had  in 
law,  to  recover  the  penalties  imposed  by 
the  act.  There  could  only  be  one  of 
two  grounds  on  which  paniament  acted 
on  this  occasion;  either  it  must  have 
considered,  that  the  general  interests  of 
justice  called  upon  them  to  overlook  all 
partial  considerations  of  the  advantages 
which  mijght  have  accrued  to  particular 
individuals  under  the  existing  law;  or, 
that  the  statute  had  worked  in  a  manner 
which  never  could  have  been  calculated 
upon  by  (he  legislature  when  they  enacted 
it.  I  confidently  ask  the  House  to  com- 
pare the  operation  of  this  statute  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Marriage  act,  to  apply  the 
same  tests  to  the  one  as  to  the  other,  to 
try  it  by  the  same  criteria ;  and  to  say 
whether  they  are  not  as  imperiously 
called  upon  to  pass  a  remedial  act  in  the 
one  as  they  avowedly  were  in  the  other 
case. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  bill,  namely,  that  which  relates  to 
marriages  bv  banns.  In  directing  our 
inquiry  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  we 
must  be  instantly  struck  by  the  anomaly 
and  inconsistency  of  the  law.  The  same 
act  which  fulminates  such  terrible  denun« 
ciations  against  shose  who  contravene  its 
provisions,  and  inflicts  such  inexpiable 
penalties  upon  their  unborn  issue,  with 
respect  to  the  marriages  by  license,  lite- 
rally affords  no  protection  whatsoever  to 
a  minor,  who  may  be  unwdrily  entrapped 
into  the  worst  possible  description  of 
marriages,  under  a  publication  by  banns. 
In  the  one  instance  the  marriage  never 
can  be  legalized,  in  the  other  it  never  can 
be  called  m  question.  With  the  view  of 
preventing  clandestine  marriages,  the 
statute  enjoins,  that  banns  shall  be  pub- 

*  The  act  was  entituled,  <<  an  act  to 
discontinue  the  proceedings  on  certain 
actions  already  commenced,  and  to  pre- 
vent vexatious  actions  under  the  43ra  of 
the  king." 
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Kthed  in  the  church  of  the  partA  mtfam 
which  the  parties  reside ;  but,  bj  a^  sub- 
sequent clause  it  forbids  any  inquiry  to 
be  made  as  to  the  residence  of  the  parties 
after  a  marriage  has  actually  taken  place. 
The  consequence  has  been,  that  the 
enactment  on  this  head  has  become  as  it 
were  j^o  de  se^  and  banns  have  of  late 
years  furnished  the  most  effectual  coyer 
for  erasiony  deceit,  and  fraud,  that  the 
ingenuity  of  man  could  hare  derised. 

bamis*  in  their  original  sense  mean  a 
proclamation;  the  object  of  th^m  is  to 
give  notice  of  a  transaction  which  is 
about  to  take  place,  and  thereby  to 
afford  to  all  persons  interested  in  oppos- 
ing a  marriage  an  opportunity  of  so  doing; 
and,  undoubtedly  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
society,  and  before  the  population  of  the 
country  had  been  conaensed  into  great 
towns,  resort  could  not  be  had  to  a  more 
admifable  mode  of  publication,  inde- 
pendently even  of  the  consideration,  that 
m  such  a  state  of  population  the  minister 
might  be  supposed  to  have  such  a  per- 
sonal knowledeet  of  the  individuals  of 
whom  his  flock  might  be  composed,  as 
would  give  him  a  general  superintendence 
and  control  over  their  conduct.  But 
under  the  existing  state  of  society  in  this, 
and  the  other  thickly-inhabited  towns  of 
this  populous  kingdom,  a  proclamation  by 
banns  has  long  ceased  to  operate  as  a 
notice ;  the  names  repeated  by  the  clergy-* 
nan  are  so  numerous,  that  no  one  attends 
to  the  recital  of  them,  and  no  one,  by 
such  a  pubKcatien  as  that  which  takes 


*  They  were  an  institution  of  the 
council  of  Lateran ;  the  publication  of 
them  is  thus  enjoined  by  the  council  of 
Trent :  *'  Idcirco  sacri  Lateranensis  Con- 
ciUi  Sub  Inpocentio  IIL  celebrati,  vesti* 
gtis  inhasrendo  praeqipit,  ut  in  posterum, 
antequam  matrimonium  contrahatur,  ter 
d  proprio  contrahentium  parocho  tribus 
continuis  diebus  festivis  in  ecclesii  inter 
misarum  solemnia  public^  denuntietur, 
inter  quos  matrimonium  sit  contra- 
hendum/'— -Con.  et  Dec.  Con.  Trid*  Sess. 
26.  c.  1. 

t  One  of  our  most  approved  canonists 
thus  records  an  aniieot  constitution  of 
the  church  on  this  subject,  and  the  reason 
of    its   enactment :  — i  <<  In    matrimonio 

2uoque  contrahendo  semper  tribus  diebus 
lominicis,  vel  festivis  a  se  distantibus, 
quasi  tribus  edicUs,  perquirant  Sacerdotes 
h  populo  de  immunitaic  spon^i  et  sponea." 
— Lynw.p.27l. 


place,  is  apprised  of  an  approadung 
ouurriage.  Even  if  the  fact  were  other- 
wise, as  the  law  now  stands,  every  fiicilit^ 
is  given,  and  every  encouragement  is 
offered,  to  evade  the  publication  in  the 
only  place  where  there  could  be  a  chfmca 
of  the  parties  being  recognised  by  their 
kindred  or  their  friends,  namely,  in  tba 
church  or  chapel  of  the  district  within 
which  they  are  resident,  for  no  inquiry 
can  be  made  into  resident  after  m 
marriage  has  actually  taken  place.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  minors  who  desire  to  oosh 
tract  clandestine  marriages,  do  not  now^ 
as  formerly,  withdraw  themselves  to  thosa 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which  are 

C laced  beyond  the  pale  of  the  EngUA 
iw,  or  pass  over  to  the  continent  for  the 
accomplishment  of  their  object  —  but 
they  cause  their  banns  to  be  put  up  in 
some  church  in  London,  or  the  suburbs 
of  London,  or  in  some  church  of  one  of 
the  populous  provincial  towns  of  England^ 
within  a  parish  where  they  were  never  re« 
sident*,  and  where  it  would  be  next  to  a 
miracle  that  their  names  should  be  re- 
cognised ;  and  after  such  a  publication^ 
the  marriage  is  solemnized  by  a  der-i 
gyman,  who,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
transaction,  is  effiM:tually  precluded  from 
discovering,  or  even  maJung  inquiry  into^ 
the  imposition  which  has  been  practised 
upon  him.  Such  a  marriage  is  irrevo- 
cable, however  ignorant  thef  parents  or 


*  Since  the  second  reading  of  this  bill, 
I  have  been  informed  by  a  clergyman  re- 
sident in  the  county  of  Kent,  that  in  the 
month  of  February  last,  eleven  persons, 
all  belonging  to  his  parish,  and  all  but 
one  under  age,  had  their  banns  published 
at  the  same  sime,  in  the  cHurch  of  another 
parish,  in  the  same  county  in  which  they 
had  never  resided,  for  the  purpose  of  be* 
iog  clandestinely  married. •  I  mention  it 
as  one  among  a  thousand  instances  of 
this  sort  which  have  been  transmitted  to^ 
me  upon  authority  on  which  I  can  rely. 

t  Unless  fraud  can  be  shewn  in  the  use 
of  the  names  under  which  the  banns  are 
published,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of 
Pouget  V.  Tomkios,  (Ecdesiast.  Rep^ 
vol.  i.  p.  499,}  where  a  lad  of  16  waa 
married  to  his  mother's  maid,  under  a 
publication  of  banns  made  in  the  church 
of  St»  Andrew's,  Holbom,  in  which  parish 
neither  of  the  parties  were  resident,  anq 
there  was  no  chance  of  their  names  being 
recognized*  This  marriage  was  set  aside, 
because  the  banns  were  publishe4  under 
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gttttrdians  na j  hare  been  of  tlie  whole 
transaction  —  wfaereaa,  if  it  had  been  a 
marriage  by  lioenae»  it  wodd  ha^e  been 
ill^;alt  and  neyer  could  bare  been  ren- 
dered valid. 

.  Heart-rending  catea  of  frauds  practised 
under  the  sanction  of  thb  branch  of  the 
law -^  of  daufihters  in?eigled  and  de- 
bauched from  the  care  and  protection  of 
their  parents,  and  clandestine! j  allied  to 
men  of  vicious  and  infamous  habita^-of 
aona  united  for  life  to  menial  servants^  or 
women  of  the  lowest  and  most  profligate 
eastt  without  the  possibility  ot  redress, 
or  the  hope  of  remedy,  are  of  daily  and 
familiar  occurrence.  To  remedy  these 
^evanees,  and  to  render  the  law  equal 
and  uniform  in  its  effect  and  operation,  I 

gropose  to  place  the  marriages  of  minors 
y  banns  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as 
those  by  license  will  be  placed  by  this 
act ;  and  in  all  cases  of  marriages,  had 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
natural  guardians  and  protectors,  I  intend 

thenames  of  William  Pouget  onljr,  whereas 
the  lad's  real  names  were  William  Peter 
Pouget;  and  it  was  proved  that  Peter 
was  the  name  bv  which  he  was  familiarly 
known  to  his  relations  and  friends.  The 
eourt  considered  this  omission  as  frau- 
dulent, and  annulled  the  marriage.  But 
in  another  case,  where  a  boy  under  18, 
who  had  just  left  Eton,  and  was  resident 
at  his  father'a  seat  in  Buckinghamshire, 
was  nmrried  to  an  obscure  person,  re- 
iident  in  a  neighbouring  pansh,  after  a 
publication  of  banns  in  a  church  in  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  in  which  it  was 
almost  impossible  that  either  of  them 
should  be  recognized;  the  court  held, 
that  h  had  no  authority  to  dissolte  the 
marriage,  thoneh  the  clergyman,  struck 
widi  the  youthful  appearance  and  de- 
meanour of  the  lad,  twice  stopped,  in 
the  course  of  the  ceremony,  to  question 
the  parties  as  to  their  age  and  residence, 
which  questions  were  specifically,  but 
fidsely,  replied  to  by  the  mother  of  the 
woman  about  to  be  married :  but,  as  in 
thb  instance,  no  fraud  could  be  proved 
in  tile  use  of  the  names,  the  court  held 
timtthe^odamation  of  the  banns  was 
not  vitiated^  It  ia  not  intended  to  dis- 
pute  the  correctness  of  the  conclusion  of 
law,  in  either  of  these  cases,  but,  assor- 
edly,  on  prtndple  there  is  no  sround  for 
the  law  to  make  such  a  disunotion,  in 
eases  where  the  fraudulent  nature  of  the 
tnmsaction  admits  of  no  doUbt. 


to  give  tiie  same  persons  iriio  have  m 
power  to  institute  proeeedio|(8  in  one  in- 
stance)  a  power  also  to  institute  them  in 
the  other.  I  am  utteriy  at  a  loss  to  dis* 
cover  on  what  principle  minors,  who 
marry  by  license,  are  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  law,  while  those  who 
marry  by  banns  are  to  have  no  protection 
at  aiL  If  minors  of  both  sexes  wight 
not,  without  the  consent  of  panents,  to 
have  a  capacity  of  contracting  the  ma- 
trimonial contract  in  one  instance,  as- 
suredly they  QUght  not  to  have  it  in  the 
other. 

This  is  the  extent  of  the  alteration  I 
propose  with  respect  to  the  marriages  of 
minors  by  banns.  I  have  only  now  to 
state  some  regulations  which  will  be  found 
in  the  bill,  applicable  generally  to  dl  mar- 
riages by  banns.  Firom  the  statement  I 
have  already  laid  before  the  House,  it  will 
be  obvious  that  great  e?ils  and  inconve- 
niences arise  from  the  present  liiode  of  the 
publication  of  banns.  The  parochial.clergT 
feel  deeply  and  sensibly  these  evils  ana 
inconveniences,  and  anxiously  look  to 
this  House  for  some  regulations  which 
may  at  least  alleviate  them.  Occupied  as 
I  have  been  for  some  years  in  the  amende 
ment  of  the  Marriage  act,  I  have  natu- 
rally received  various  and  extensive  com- 
munications from  this  mostintelliffent  and 
most  useful  body  of  men,  as  to  the  prac- 
tical defects  of  the  existing  law,  and  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  there  is  no  subject 
on  which  the  parochial  clergy  are  so 
anxious  for  reformation  and  amendment,  aa 
on  this;  however  they  may  difier  as  to 
other  points,  they  all  entirely  concur  in 
stating  die  frauds  which  are  daily  prac- 
tised against  them  m  the  publication  of 
banns,  and  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  for 
them,  by  the  exertions  of  unremittrog 
labour  and  diligence,  adequately  to  dis- 
charge their  functions  in  this  particular ; 
—how  unavailing  their  efforts  are  to  in* 
terpose  any  efiectual  check  to  those  frauds, 
to  the  furtherance  and  success  of  which 
they  are  unhappily  rendered  mainly  and 
essentially  mstrumental.*    The  real  fhct 

•  I  insert  a  letter  I  have  just  received 
firom  the  mcumbent  of  a  very  populous 
parish  in  the  norHi  of  England,  as  afford* 
ing  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  state* 
menu  I  have  received  on  this  subject  firom 
very  many  quarters : 

<<  You  Imve  dhrected  your  attenfion 
particularly  to  the  facilities  which  are 
ghren  to  wproper  and  daiidestfaie  mar- 
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hf  thtt  bttiDiy  from  die  drcmMtanoM  I 
hAYe  detailecly  operate  no  longer  at  any 
cheek  wfaataoefor  on  irregular  and  clan* 
dettine  marriageSy  and  marriaget  of  this 
description  are  effbcted  with  at  much  feci* 
Utj  and  at  much  impuainr  at  they  were 
by  licencet,  at  the  time  of  pati^  of  the 
Marriage  act.  At  the  same  time  I  fery 
forcibly  feel  the  diflkulty  of  applying  any 
remedy  to  thit  evil,  inatmuch  at  I  tnould 
be  extreqaely  reluctant  to  idter{>06e  any 
unnecessary  checks  to  the  marriages  of 
pevsons  who  are  to  be  considered  as  sui 
juris  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  I  shaU,  there- 
fcre.  content  myself,  On  this  head,  with 
introducing  some  provisions  into  the  bill, 
which  will  facilitate  to  the  clergyman  the 
means  of  inquiry,  as  to  the  names  of  those 

riages,  by  the  present  defective  provision 
relating  to  the  publication  of  banns.  As 
a  parochial  clergyman,  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  witnessing  some  of  the 
defective  provisions,  and  I  beg  to  add  my 
testimony  to  that  of  many  others  of 
greater  weight,  which  I  dare  say  you  have 
received*  in  complaint  of  the  evils  for 
which  you  are  proposing  fi  remedy. 
.  «<  It  is  possible,  however,  that  your  au 
tention  may  have  been  excited  principally 
by  the  inconvenience  of  the  present  state 
of  the  law,  as  it  effects  marriages,  in  which 
one  of  the  parties  at  least  is  in  some  of  the 
higher  conditions  of  life.  I  am  desirous  of 
bespeaking  your  notice  in  behalf  of  the 
lower  classes,  who  take  this  freedom  which 
the  law  leaves  to  them,  but  did  not  mean 
to  give  them,  of  marrying  in  a  very  dis- 
orderly way. 

<*  You  propose,  I  believe,  to  make  it 
a  compulsory  duty  on  the  side  of  the 
clergyman,  to  verify  the  names,  residence, 
and  condition  of  the  parties.  It  is  for  want 
of  some  such  imperative  regulation  that 
the  disorderly  practices,  which  I  allude 
to,  among  the  lower  classes,  prevail.  Any 
marriages  may  now  be  effected  without  the 
knowledge  of  parents,  friends,  or  public. 
The  parties  have  only  to  send  their  names 
to  certain  populous  parishes,  where  .they 
have  leave  to  get  their  banns  published 
without  scrutiny,  and  in  the  multitude  of 
names  published,  and  the  obscurity  of  the 
persons  in  Question,  there  is  an  easy  con- 
cealment or  any  project  of  marriage.  It 
is  not  necessary  tor  the  parties  to  assume 
fictitious  names;  the. concealment  passes 
as  a  matter  of  course  under  the  looseness 
of  the  practice. 
.  <«  It  would  be  a  sufficient  objection  to 


whose  banna  are  etfen  in  for  publicttion ;. 
and  by  the  aid  of  which  I  shall  hope  to 
restore  to  the  publication  of  banns  some- 
thiog  at  least  of  their  original  character^ 
that  of  notice  to  all  parties  interested,  of 
the  tnarriage  wUoh  is  about  to  be  solemn- 
ized. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  no  clergymaa 
can  be  compeUed  to  publish  the  bmas  of 
marriage  unless  the  persons  to  be  married 
shall,  seven  days  before  the  first  publica- 
tion, respectively  cause  to  be  delivered 
to  hfm  a  notice  m  writing  of  their  true 
christain  and  surnames,  and  of  the  house 
or  houses  of  their  abode  within  tlie  paritln 
and  of  the  time  durii^g  which  they  have 
dwelt  in  the  parish.*    I  propose  to  make 

this  lax  practice,  tliat  the  clergyman  is 
made  often  to  utter  a  solemn  untrutli  io 
the  face  of  the  congregation,  as  to  the  re- 
sidence of  the  parties,  who  get  named 
without  residence  at  all  in  the  place  where 
their  banns  are  published ;  and  that  the  in* 
tention  of  the  law  to  give  some  notoriety 
to  the  intended  marriage,  bv  publication 
of  banns,  is  utterly  defeated.  But  in  all 
this  couptry  notbins  is  more  common.  It 
is  oHcn  a  fanicy  or  humour  of  the  parties^ 
that  they  will  be  married  in  the  town,,  and 
not  in  the  country,  or  in  the  place .  wli^re 
they  live.  It  costs  them  no  trouble,  na 
change  of  abode,  to  indulge,  their  wish* 
Sometimes  they  come  home  married,  and 
take  their  friends  by  surprise.  In  my  own 
parish  not  a  year  passes  without  instances 
of  these  clandestine  marriages.  In  all  the 
neighbouring  country  parishes  the  case  is 
the  same^ 

**  The  evil  of  these  frauds  is  not  con- 
fined to  indiscreet  and  undutiful  marriages, 
contracted  without  the  advice  or  privity 
of  friends ;  it  goes  to  worse  things ;  you 
will  easily  see  how  unions  of  bigamy,  and 
others  hishly  improper  and  unlawful,.. are 
promotecU  I  know  an  instance  of  a  person 
living  near  to  me,  married  to  the  daughter 
of  his  deceased  wife,  a  daughter  by  a 
former  husband;  and  also  the  case  uf  a 
person  married  to  his  nieoe-r-these  mar- 
riages having  taken  place  in,  churches,  of 
other  populous  parishes,  near  the. places 
where  the  parties  lived.  For  such  abusea 
it  is  sincerely  to  be  wished  you  may  be 
able  to  provide  a  remedy,  by  brmging  the 
law  of  marriage  to  be  more  &vourabl9  to. 
the  peace  and  virtue  of  families* 

•  In  the  last  three  mmiths  of  181 7^  the 
banns  of  284  couple  were  published  in  the 
parish  chinch  of  Mary-le«bonei  and  of 
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AftprorfBidn  impefatife,  instead  of  op* 
tionaly  BO  that  henceforth  no  officiatiog 
dergymanwill  be  able  to  proceed  to  the 
publication  of  banns  till  he  has  received  A 
notice  of  this  descrit)tion ;  and,  in  order 
to  give  more  publicity  to  the  transae- 
tion»  I  shall  introduce  a  provbion  that 
baona  shall  not  be  published  till  the  true 
christian  and  sumames,  and  the  houses  of 
tiie  abode  of  the  panies,  shall  be  affixed 
to  the  princfpat  door  of  the  church;  or  to 
iomeconspicuious^place  witliin  Uie  chiirch, 
anid  dmll  so  remain  affixed  tHHhe  eXphtl- 
tibn  of  the  three  Sundays  on*  wfcith  such 
tema  shall  htve  been  published. 

The  only  remaining  regulations  are, 
Ihat  if  marriage  shall  not  be  solemnized 
idtdiin  three  months  afler  the  publication 
of  banns,  the  publication  must  take 
place  de  iwvoi  and  so  with  respect  to 
ncense^— If  a  marriage  shall  not  be  ob* 
tained  within  three  months  after  the  grant 
of  a  license,  a  new  license  shall  be  re- 
quired before  the  ceremony  can  be  per- 
ionned.  I  ha?e  now  gone  through  the 
detail*  of  the  bill.  I  trust  1  have 
not  been  misapprehended;  my  object  is 
to  remedy  no  fanciful  or  theoretical  abuse ; 
but  certain  and  practical  evils — evils  of 
which  the  existence  has,  I  tnut,  been 
proved  tb  demonstration— ^Is  entwin* 
ing  themselves,  as  it  were,  round  the 
very  rbots  of  social  order,  and  threatening 
by  a  sHeiit,  but  progressive  operation,  to 
sap  and  undentiine  the  very  foundations 
of  civil  society;    I  would  maintain  and 

Sihold  inviolate  the  principle  of  the 
arriage  act,  thatmihiors  should  not  con- 
tract marriage  without  the  consent  of  their 
panenta  or  guardians.  I  would  give  to 
this  principle  juit,  and  equal,  and  unifbrm 
opermion;  but  I  wbuld  cut  off  from  it 
those  tremenddus  penalties  which  have 
been  found  by  experience  to  press  heavily 
on  the  innoceAt,  and  to  secure  impunity 
tndevea  remuneration  tb  the  guilty.  The 
time  is  singularly  auspicious  for  the  revi- 
aiournndlre-consfderationofthis  act.— We 
aland  aJoof  firom  the  mttj  prejudice*  and 
viotentanimositieBwhichusheredinthefirst 
akeration  of  the  law,  and  accompanied  it 
tbroughout  every  stage  of  iu  progress  — 
^r»  are  pktiM  at  a  sufficient  distance  from 
thep^odotwlii^h  it  passed,  tbbeabte 
justly  td'  i9{jreeiate  the  character  of  the 


Aese  50B  penona  all,  except  two,  were 
filled  to  reside  in  the  parish,  whereatf 
Ar  gccBt=  ua^ilty  of  them  were  noo^-reri- 
dentsi^ 
VOL.  VI. 


hrw,  ami  calnily  and  hnpartially  to  exa« 
mine  and  ascertain  Its  practical  eflect  and 
operation  we  see  clearly  that  it  has 
not  worked  in  the  manner  contemplated  by 
those  with  ^om  it  originated.  In  fine, 
be  if  remembered  that  I  cal^  not  on  the 
House  to  trench  on  the  venerable  au- 
thority of  lord  Hardwicke ;  I  call  upon 
them  rather  to  discharge  the  legacy  he 
bequeathed  to  posterity— and  surely  we 
can  ito  no  manner  more  adequately  dis- 
dhhr^  it  than  by  making  his  measure 
More  perfect  and  effisctuai,  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  great  object  he  had  in 
view— the  amelioration  of  that  law  which 
regulates  the  most  important  contract^ 
whether  we  look  to  the  well-being  of 
society,  or  the  happiness  of  individuals, 
which  man  can  ibrm  under  the  existence 
of  any  govcrnmbnt.  It  oAly  remairis  ibr 
me.  Sir,  to  thank  the  House  for  the  in- 
dulgehce  with  which  it  has  listened  to  me, 
and  to' move  for  leave  i'&  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  26th  of  G«o.  2nd  o.  SSrd. 
Leave  wlia  given  to  bring  in  the  bUl. 

Ordnamcb  Estimates.]  Th^  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  supply,  Mr.  Ward  moved,  *«  That 
248,744/.  1 U.  2d.  be  granted  for  the  Ord« 
nance  extraordinMies  for  1822,  Hfter  de* 
ductmg  44,00(W.  ibr  the  presumed  sale  of 
old  stores,  lands,  and  buildings." 

Mr.  Hume  said,  thiit  the  accounts  of  re- 
pairs and  current  expenses  in  some  of  the 
colonies,  were  so  complicated,  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  know  how  the  various 
sums  were  applied;  and  therefore,  instead 
of  goinff  into  minute  details,'  his  objection 
should  be  to  the  large  account.  He  had 
moved  for  certain  returns,  which  would  elu* 
cidate  some  parts ;  but  they  had  riot  been 
produced.  The  only  account  he  had  waa 
from  Demerara,  ima*  he  would  take  that 
as  a  specimen  of  the  current  accounts  in 
the  other  colonies.  In  the  estimates  for 
that  dolony  was  a  sum  of  1,879/.  for  extra 
pay  of  engineers.  But  the  House  had 
alreadjr  voted  22,00(W.  for  the  extra  pay 
of  engineers ;  and  why,  after  voting  such 
a  sum,  i^ottld  we  be  called  upon  ta  vote 
thiir  particular  sum  for  extra  pay  to  the 
engineers'  of  Demerara  ?  He  found  also 
iuma  for  repairs,  ftc.,  according  to  esti- 
matea^madcf  by  colonel  Mann;  but  he  did 
not  see  why  colonel  Mann,  who  was  not 
on  the  spot,  should  make  such  estimates. 
Under  the  head  of  Demerara*  and  Ber- 
bice;  those  repairs  amounted  to  11,789/. 
Of  this(  ana  10,000/.  Were  towards  raising 
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the  sea-bank,  6r  dam,  at  Demerara. 
Now,  if  this  work  was  necessary^  it  ought 
to  be  raited  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 
The  colony  had  its  legislative  body,  who 
Toted  the  necessary  taxes  from  year  to 
year ;  and  if  this  money  was  thought  ne- 
cessary by  them,  why  had  they  not  raised 
it,  instead  of  having  it  to  tlus  country  ? 
Sums  were  annually  remitted  to  London 
to  trustees,  to  be  invested  for  the  benefit 
of  the  colony ;  and  there  was  at  this  mo- 
ment not  less  than  from  60,000/.  to  70,000/. 
in  the  funds  for  that  purpose.  He  was 
aware  that  the  money  so  remitted  to  this 
country  was  a  security  for  the  paper 
money  in  circulation  there ;  but  he  did 
not  see  why  the  10,000/.  misht  not  be 
advanced  out  of  it  towards  the  expense 
of  the  dam,  if  it  was  w  necessary.  Ano- 
ther reason  why  we  ou^lit  not  to  defray 
this  charge  was,  that  it  might  be  saved 
by  an  economical  expenditure  of  the  re- 
•ources  of  the  colony  itsdf.  He  was 
aware  that  the  colony  was  severely 
pressed  down  by  taxes-^hat  large  sums 
were  lost  by  the  exorbitant  salaries  given 
to  officers  connected  with  it,  some  of 
whom  had  never  visited  the  colony.  It 
was  owing  to  such  a  severe  pressure  on 
its  industry  and  resources,  that  Demerara, 
as  well  as  ail  oar  other  colonies,  was  at 
this  moment  suffering  under  the  greatest 
distress — distress  so  great,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  article  of  coffee^  the 
planters  did  not  receive  for  their  produce 
the  prime  cost.  The  same,  as  |ar  as  con- 
cerned the  large  sums  paid  to  its  public 
officers,  might  be  said  of  Berbice,  and  se- 
veral other  colonies  in  our  possession. 
Berbice,  it  was  known,  was  a  colony  ceded 
to  us  as  a  boon  bv  the  Dutch,  in  consi- 
deration of  our  having,  most  improvi- 
dently,  given  them  up  Java,  the  best  co- 
lony out  of  Europe.  Here  he  should  re- 
mark upon  the  difference  of  pay  given  in 
some  colonies.  The  governor  of  Su- 
rinam, a  place  of  more  importance  than 
Demerara,  had  only  a  salary  of  1,200/. 
while  the  governor  of  the  latter  place  had 
an  income  of  from  5,000/.  to  7,000/.  a- 
year»  There  was  then  a  vendue-master, 
by  whom  all  public  sales  were  made,  who 
had  an  income  of  from  6,000/.  to  7fiOiOL 
a-year.  There  was  also  a  cdonial  secretary 
and  his  deputy,  and  a  secretary  to  the 
governor,  with  immense  salaries.  The 
office  of  colonial  secretary  had  been  given  ^ 
some  years  ago  to  a  M,r.  Sullivan,  then  a 
young  lad  at  £ton  school ;  and  yet  from 
3|000/.  to  4,000/.  a-year  was  reisitted  to 
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this  country  as  his  salary.  He  of  course 
had  a  deputy,  and  between  the  two  not 
less  than  8,000/.  a-year  was  derived  from 
the  colony  for  several  years,  in  addition 
to  which  there  was  the  governor's  secre- 
tary, with  an  income  of  not  less  than 
2,500/.  He  objected  to  such  large  sala« 
ries  being  paid  from  so  small  a  colony. 
It  was  a  most  unjust  princinle,  that  we 
should  be  obliged  to  pay  for  what,  by 
proper  management,  the  colony  itself 
could  pay.  He  should  therefore  noove 
that  the  sum  for  this  colony  should  be 
reduced  by  the  10,000/.  for  the  sea-bank. 
We  were  also  called  upon  to  pay  a  samk 
of  SflSSL  in  the  Ordnance  department  of 
the  Ionian  islands.  This  he  should  object 
to ;  for,  by  the  contract  by  which  his  ma- 
iesty  became  protector  of  the  Ionian  is- 
lands, this  country  was  not  to  be  cdled 
upon  to  pay  any  thing  on  account  of  its 
military  defence,  unless  our  force  there 
exceeded  3,000  men.  On  looking  at  the 
estimates,  be  saw  sums  for  repairs  at  the 
powder-works  at  Feversham  and  Waltham- 
abbey.  There  ^as  a  sum  of  1,951/.  for 
repairs  at  the  former  place,  though  for 
the  last  four  years  it  had  been  let  out, 
and  not  an  ounce  of  powder  had  been 
manufactured  there  on  account  of  govern- 
ment. He  ought  to  notice,  that  the  civil 
establishment  there  had  been  reduced  since 
last  year.  He  was  glad  of  it ;  but  that 
reduction  was  not  sufficient.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  we  should  have  any  repaira 
to  pay  for.  Waltham-abbey,  he  per« 
ceived,  was  kept  up  for  the  manufacturing 
of  powder,  and  at  an  expense  of  6,000^ 
Where  was  the  necessity  for  this  ?  For, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  memb^,  we  had  powder  enough  on 
hand  to  last  the  country  for  25  years  to 
come.  It  was  said,  that  this  was  done  to 
keep  the  men  employed ;  but  if  the  pow- 
der was  npt  wanted,  it  was  absurd  to  keep 
men  in  pay  to  make  it.  He  admiUed 
that  such  establishments  were  useful  In 
the  commencement  of  the  war;  but  were 
there  any  circumstances  now  existinff 
which  would  warrant  their  continuance  ? 
He  would  conclude  by  moving,  as  an 
amendment,  a  reduction  of  1S,006/.  on 
the  whole  charge;  viz.,  10,000/.  for  De« 
merara,  and  3,000/.  for  the  Ionian  Islands.- 
Mr.  WUmoi  said,  that  as  the  objection 
had  been  raised  to  the  item  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  dam  of  Demerara,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  repeat  the  information  which 
he  had  given  to  the  hon.  member  upon  m 
former  occasion,  and  with  which  be  waa 
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■or^  the  Hoate  would  be  quite  satisfied. 
It  was  not  denied  that  this  work  was  a 
great  public  ser?ice.  It  was  agreed  that 
it  was  not  only  of  use  to  the  Ordnance 
department  in  the  colony,  but  mainly  so 
to  the  town ;  and  it  was  therefore  the 
opinion  of  government  that  it  should  bear 
a  proportion  of  the  expense.  This  had 
been  communicated  to  the  colony,  and 
he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving 
an  answer.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  grant  was  only  to  be  considered  as 
an  item  on  account,  which  would  be  re- 
paid hy  the  colony.  With  regard  to 
what  the  hon.  member  had  said  upon  the 
subject  of  places  in  Demerara,  he  seemed 
to  forget  that  a  law  had  passed  which 
prevented  persons  from  holding  places  in 
that  colony  who  were  not  upon  the  spot. 
Considering  the  incidental  expenses  to 
which  the  governor  was  liable,  the  allow- 
ance made  to  him  was  certainly  not  too 
much.  With  regard  to  the  Ionian  islands, 
)ie  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  it 
was  no  fault  of  his  that  the  expenditure 
incurred  in  them  had  not  been  fully  ex- 
amined. He  denied  the  correctness  of 
the  construction  which  the  hon.  member 
had  placed  upon  the  treaty;  and  said, 
that  though  it  might,  perhaps,  be  justified 
by  the  words,  it  was  by  no  means  jus- 
tified by  the  spirit  of  it.  He  contended 
that  there  was  no  distinct  agreement  by 
which  the  Ionian  islands  were  bound  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  military  esta- 
blishment stationed  among  them. 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Creewy  said,  he  should  propose 
an  amendment  relative  to  the  grant  for 
the  fortifications  of  Barbadoes.  Strong  as 
the  case  was  that  he  had  made  out  on 
this  subject  on  former  occasions,  it  was 
at  present  far  stronger  than  it  had  ever 
been  before ;  for  the  committee  had  now 
a  distinct  admission  from  a  member  of  his 
majesty's  government,  that  m  cases  where 
works  were  carried  on  that  were  neces- 
sary for  the  service  of  a  colony,  the 
colony  was  to  be  called  upon  to  sustain  a^ 
portion  of  their  expense.  Such  at  least 
jras  the  doctrine  proposed  regarding  the 
island  of  Demerara ;  and  that  brought 
him  to  consider  the  case  of  the  island  of 
Barbadoes.  The  public  was  now  called 
upon  to  pay  4>,00(y.  for  the  fortifications 
of  that  island  —  for  works  that  it  was 
stated  were  most  useful  and  necessary  to 
its  well  being.  If  such  a  sum  were  to  be 
paid  for  such  a  purpose^  he  trusted  that 
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a  similar  pledge  would  be  demanded  from 
the  island  of  Barbadoes  as  had  been  ex- 
torted from  the  island  of  Demerara.  If 
government  would  give  him  a  pledge  to 
compel  the  re*payment  of  this  grant,  he 
would  withdraw  his  amendment.  He 
knew  there  was  a  difference  in  the  two 
cases ;  but  the  difference  was  all  in  his 
favour.  In  Barbadoes  there  was  a  specific 
act,  providing  a  fund  for  the  repair  of  its 
fortincations.  That  fund,  however,  was 
now  kept,  not  for  the  repair  of  fortifica- 
tions, but  for  the  pensioners  of  England. 
Since  the  last  discussion,  a  return  had 
been  made  of  the  surplus  of  this  fund 
over  the  expenses  of  the  fortifications ; 
and  that  return  consisted  of  the  simple 
word  nil.  In  short,  there  was  no  surplus 
to  meet  the  4<,0(X)/.  that  it  was  necessary 
to  lay  out  on  the  works  of  the  island. 
"  In  this  House,"  continued  Mr.  Creevey* 
**  degraded  as  it  is  poud  cries  of  <<order'  ] 
— degrfided  I  must  call  it,  thoueh  I  die 
for  it,  while  it  refuses  to  receive— » '  [Mr. 
Brogden  called  the  hon.  member  to 
order.1  He  would  sit  down  with  moving, 
that  the  grant  be  diminished  by  the  sum 
of4,67(W.  14«.6rf. 

Mr.  WUmoi  maintained,  that  there  was 
a  wide  difference  between  the  cases  of 
Demerara  and  Barbadoes.  The  repairs 
in  the  latter  case  were  of  a  military  na- 
ture ;  but  in  the  former  they  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  advantage 
upon  the  chief  town  of  the  colony.  Al- 
luding to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member,  regarding  the  insular  situation 
of  Demerara,  he  must  take  the  liberty  of 
correcting  the  geography  of  the  hon. 
member.  On  looking  to  his  map,  he 
would  find  that  the  insular  situation  of 
Demerara  was  to  be  found  nowhere  ex- 
cept in  his  fertile  imagination.  The  hon. 
secretary  then  proceeded  to  contend  that 
the  4^  per  cent  duties  were  not  appli- 
cable to  the  purposes  which  Mr.  Creevey 
had  mentioned.  Those  duties  had  been 
given  to  the  Crown,  in  exchange  for  cer- 
tain concessions  which  it  had  made  to  the 
colony.  In  proof  of  this  assertion,  he 
referred  to  the  colonial  act  of  166S,  and 
to  certain  other  papers  of  which  he  read 
extracts  to  the  House.  Upon  a  reference 
to  the  whole  of  these  acts,  he  could  see 
nothing  whatever  to  establish  the  propo- 
sition, that  the  4^  per  cent  duties  were 
given  to  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  applied  exclusively  to  the  colonial 
purposes  of  the  islands.  He  must  argue 
this  question  upon  the  analogy  furnished 
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by  the  acU  of  Montterrf^  Neyift  fvd  l)if 
Yirgin  islands* 

Mr.  Creevey  said,  tbat  nothioff  wff  |K> 
extraordinary  at  to  hear  the  conmtions  of 
one  act  of  parliament^  which  were  i^  t^eir 
nature  and  terms  imper^ivei  attempt^ 
to  be  construed  by  the  analogy  of  <Hhffr 
acts,  which  had  no  application  whatever 
to  Barbadoes.  What  8igpifie4  tp  hup 
what  had  been  the  50  years  practice  of 
swindling  and  stealing  in  defiapce  of  the 
Barbadoes  act?  rMunnurs  from  the 
ministerial  benches]]*  He  liked  ^ose 
murmurs,  and  wished  that  the  people 
could  bear  thefn. 

Mr.  Bright  would  not  enter  into  the 
controversy,  whether  or  not  the  Crown 
had  perverted  the  ^  per  peqt  duties.  It 
was  a  very  fi(  mbjeot  fcr  inquiiy  at  aao- 
ther  moment;  but  he  thought  the  coimtry 
was  bound  to  miMntaiii  the  fortificattona 
at  Barbadoesj  ^d  he  oiusl  therefore  aup- 
port  the  prefent  grapt* 

Mr.  B&mal  s^id*  the  obiee»  pf  bis  bcM. 
{rienp  was,  po|  to  refuse  ae  sums  necea- 
Mry  to  suppprjt  the  island  of  {tor^adoef, 
but  to  see  thft  those  Bmns  were  taken 
from  a  pi'oper  source.  He  contended 
^h^  the  4^  per  cept  fimd  oqgb^  to  be 
applied  to  ^e  expenses  of  the  iiland* 
with  reference  to  the  act  of  Cherlei  Snd, 
it  was  one  of  atrocious  apd  tyrannical 
extortion;  and  one  of  the  articles  of  lord 
Clarendon's  impeachment  was  founded 
lipon  that  lord's  defence  of  the  king's 
conduct  towards  the  Island. 

Mr.  Marryat  contended  that  it  would 
be  very  baid  on  the  colony  of  Barbadoes, 
because  we  had  taken  from  thein  the  fund 
which  belonged  to  them»  to  call  upon 
them  to  provide  a  fresh  fund  for  the  pur<- 

goses  of  the  colony.  If  a  motion  were 
rought  forward  on  the  subject  of  the 
misapplication  of  the  4^  per  cent  fund,  it 
should  have  his  support ;  but  there  waa 
not  a  shadow  of  justice  in  refusing  to  the 
colony  the  supplies  necessary  for  its  de- 
fience. 

Mr.  P.  Afoore  contended,  that  his  hon. 
friend  had  made  eood  his  position,  that 
the  funds  arising  from  this  4^  per  cent 
duty  had  been  dissipated  by  official  pro- 
fligacy, and  that  now,  when  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Barbadoes  were  out  of  repair,  the 
people  of  England  were  called  upon  to 
advance  the  expenses. 

Mr.  WilUams  agreed,  that  the  fortifica- 
tions ought  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the 
king  out  of  the  4|  per  cent  duties,  and 
qot  by  money  drawn  out  of  the  pofketa 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 
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The  committee  difided:  For  t^ 
ejmendment  S9.  Against  it  8J.  Tbe 
9rigipa)  resohition  was  then  agreed  t9» 

Liit  of  the  Minority. 


Allen,  J.  A* 
Belgrave,  lord 
Bennet,  hon.  G. 
Blake,  sir  f. 
Bough^,  sir  J. 
B^nal,  R. 
Burdett,  sir  V, 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Pavies,  col. 
^eigussoo,  sir  B. 
Griffith,  J.  W. 
Gurney^  R.  H. 
Haldimand,  W. 
Hume,  J.    ' 
Hobhoase,'J.  C. 
James,  W. 
Jenroise,G.  P. 
(.ushiagton,  Dr. 
Leycaster,  R. 


Moore.  P. 
Haberly,  3. 
Martin,  John 
Pym,  F. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Rumbold,  S. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Robinson,  sirG« 
Rickfbrd,W. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Rice,S. 
Smith,  W. 
Scott,  J. 
Whitbread,  W. 
Whitbread,  S.  C. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,  aldannan 

TELLXE. 

Cieevy,T. 


The  rest  of  the  resolutions  were  ittreed 
to  and  the  Hooae  resumed. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS.  ] 

Thursday,  lUarch^S.  y 

Board  07  Admiralty  Bill.}    Lor^ 
MehiUe  presented  a  bill  for  reducing  thcr. 
ouorum  of  lords  pf  the  admirakv  from 
three  to  two.    His  lordship  stated  that  thitf  1 
bill  had  become  necessary,  in  consequence  2 
of  the  new  commission  nominating  fiv^i 
>  lords  of  the  admiralty,  instead  of  seven,  iit  j 
compliance  with  the  Tote  of  the  House  o)  f 
'  Commons :  the  act  in  existence  rendering^ . 
it  imperative  for  three  or  more  to  do  any^- 
act.    Had  he  been  a  member  of  the  ot^  ^ 
House,  he  should  certainly  have 
the  reduction  of  the  lords  (» the  Adnuralr 
to  five,  ^hat  number  being  insufficient  i 
the  due  discharge  of  the  buainesa  of  1 
board,  without  the  greatest  inqonvenien . 
Had  Uie  number  been  reduced  to  sise, 
would,  he  admitted,  have  beensufficien 
in  time  of  peace;  but  certaialvinapeno 
of  war  it  would  be  found  absofotely  ne 
qary  to  have  seven.    AsJt  was,  the  present 
limited  number  would  be  productive  ff 
great  inconvem'ence*    II(Was,atalle«enti^ 
essential  to  pasa  the  present  bill,  making 
the  quorum  two  instead  of  three,  on  4U>* 
count  of  the  busioesa  which  it  would  be 
necessaiy  to  transact  at  the  outppru  by  at 
least  two  of  the  locda,  which  left  enly 
three  for  the  husineaa  iaLondoo,  one  oi 
'whom  miffht  frequently  h^  nwible.  to 
attend.    He  ahoHUi  fotnew.fn  iolathf 
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great  public  iacoo?^eoce  ilM  woidd 
ariie  mna  nedumg  the  oumb^r  t9  fiy^, 
but  be  was  €0ruioTt  would  be  fbuod,  tb^^ 
80  &r  from  beiog  9  oieaBUfe  of  econoioyy 
it  would  produ09  a  conBiderably  iiieneqi»ed 
expence.p--Hi8  lordship  preseated  the  biU» 
wmch  was  read  a  first  tiine. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday^  March  2jB. 
Ilchbstxr  GaoL'^t-Fbtitiok  fROV 
BxTHHAL  Green.]  Sir  R.  WiUon  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  inb^bitanta  of 
Betboal-green,  prayioe  for  a  remismon  of 
Uie  sentence  on  Mr.  Hun^  The  petition 
bad  been  signed  by  a  thousand  iuhabkanta 
in  the  course  of  a  lew  hours.  It  com- 
nlained  of  the  aggravated  treatment  which 
Mr.  Hunt  bad  received  in  vidatioo  of  the 
directions  of  the  iudge>  and  it  stated  the 
ffreat  service  which  Mr.  Hunt  had  con-* 
wred  on  the  country  by  detecting  the 
sbuses  which  existed  in  the  gaol  of  Uches* 
ter.  It  coBunented  severely  on  the  con^ 
duct  of  a  certain  clerical  msgistrate;  and 
eertaiAly»  if  the  cbaiges  brought  against 
that  magistrate  were  well  founded,  he 
appeared  to  be  a  most  rigid  discip]inaricm» 
and  one  who  attended  hut  little  to  the 
precepts  of  the  religion  which  he  professed 
to  teach.  There  was  one  .paragraph  in 
the  petition,  which  would  probably  call 
forth  some  observation.  In  that  para«> 
graph  a  dbtinction  was  taken  between  two 
classes  of  members  in  that  House,  which, 
he  believed,  was  sufficient^  well  ascerw 
tained  and  understood  in  the  country.  It 
was  well  known  that  Houae  was  composed 
of  two  descriptions  of  members ;  one  class 
nominated  by  dieir  constituents,  and  who 
fepreanted  the  people;  the  other  sent 
there  to  represent  incUviduals  and  parti- 
cular private  ioterests-wone  class  who  were 
liree  agents;  the  other,  who  were  Uie 
organs  of  the  will  of  others^^one  class,  who 
really  attended  to  the  debatea  in  that 
House,  and  whose  minds  were  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  ressoa  and  argu- 
ment; the  other  class,  whose  pcevious 
engagements  rendered  il  unnecessary  for 
them  to  apply  theor  minds  lo  the  subject 
under  discussion.  The  folbwin^  was  the 
paragraph  of  the  petition  to  which  he  al- 
luded :'T-f<  your  petitionersdisolaimaay  the 
least  intention  to  msuh  jhmip  honourable 
House, byi^nyremarkstbeyniay  make  upon 
its  chasaoter,  which  tb^  wisk  to  see  pure 
4|ul  unJUen^ished  in  public  opinioa;  but 


Maicb^,  1892.  [(370 

t]%  oao^ot  bel|(  observing,  that  when  U 
\m  beep  stated  in  the  pubKc  prints,  that 
tfap  puc^hafe  of  seau  in  your  nonourable 
House,  which  should  only  be  obtained 
through  thj?  free  and  unbiassed  voice  of 
the  people,  *  is  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at 
noon-day;'  when  they  see  it  stated  \ij 
these  prints,  that  a  cabinet  minister 
openly  crowed  the  necessity  of  bavim 
useless  plactf  \o  i:onfer  upon  asf  mbera  ^ 
your  honourable  House,  in  order  that 
government  ani^  have  sufficient  ipfiuenee 
to  carry  any  nunisterial  Question  in  your 
honourable  House,  which  was  oHginsHy 
designed  to  be  a  check  upon  the  govern- 
ment ;  when  your  petitioners  see  it  stated 
in  <<  the  New  Times"  paper  of  the  1 1th  of 
February  last,  that  a  Mr.  Spooner  asserted 
at  a  public  meeting  at  Worcester,  that 
*  be  had  been  in  parliament  but  a  very 
short  time,  still  an  opportunity  had  been 
afibrded  him  of  seeing  how  the  majoritiea 
of  ministers  were  constituted*  That  boys 
were  sent  into  parliament,  who  came  solely 
to  vote  aeoording  to  the  dicution  of  min^ 
iaters,  and  ne^er  beard  a  single  iota  of  the 
merits  of  the  question  on  which  they  were 
to  deeide.  That  he  bad  seen  the  ascit 
important  question  agitated  in  the  pr»^ 
seace  of  sbtty  or  eighty  members,  till  the 
period  of  qivisiou  approached-^when 
swarms  were  suddenly  collected  from 
coffee-houses,  theatres,  or  balls,  who  only 
looked  on  which  side  stood  the  marquis  of 
Londonderry,  and  on  which  side  Mr» 
Tierney,  in  order  to  determine  their  votes.' 
When  your  petitioners  see  such  statements 
made  repea^dJy  in  the  puhtio  p^iperst 
without  meeting  the  •least  contradiction, 
and  the  publishers  remain  unpunished, 
while  Mr.  Hunt  is  laoguishinff  and  suffering 
in  a  pestilential  gaol,  for  pubhcly  express 
sing  bis  opinistfi  that  such  abuses  oug^t  to 
be  removed;  ibey  cannot  help  thinking 
that  shallow  must  be  the  mind,  or  blina 
the  interest  of  that  man,  who  does  not  see 
the  necessity  of  an  iminediate  remedy  far 
the  abuses  which  hi^e  caept  into  the  in« 
stittttions  of  the  country,  in  order  to  pre* 
serve  them  from  destruction."-^e  coidd 
nofe  say  whether  this  paragraph  would,  or 
would  not,  be  considered  to  be  properly 
worded ;  but,  iMvina  the  House  to  deeide 
that  point,^  be  would  a9ove»  that  the  peti* 
lion  be.  now  bvougbt  up»  [Ciiea  o€ 
«  No,  no.»'] 

Mr.  Ji>khiHion  expressed  bis  disappio- 
bation  of  the  terma  in  which,  the  petiftio» 
wfts  conceived.  They  were  higUy  disre»» 
pectful,  and  it  wat  Do^  ^nie  i%»\  ^  boya*^ 
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were  brought  into  parliament  at  memben. 
Oq  the  quettioD  that  the  petition  be 
brought  up,  the  House  divided :    Ayes  17 
Noes  67. 


Reform  ofPariiamenL 


[isra 


List  of  the 

Bernal,  R. 
Calvert,  N. 
DuncannoD,  lord 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Hume,  Joseph 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Lennard,  T.  B. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Nonnanby,  lord 
Pahner,  C.  F. 


Minority. 

Price,  R. 
Rice,  S. 
Ricardo,  D. 
Ridley,  sir  M. 
Svkes,  D. 
Tennyson,  C. 
Wood,  alderman 

TELLERS. 

Bennet,  hon.  G. 
Wilson,  sir  R. 


Reform  or  Parliament— Petition 
VROM  Monmouth.]  Mr.  Hume  said  he 
had  a  petition  to  present  for  a  reform  of 
parliament,  from  the  Mayor,  andjCommon* 
alty  of  Monmouth ;  but  after  the  extraor- 
dinary course  which  the  House  had  pur- 
sued with  respect  to  the  last  petition,  he 
did  not  well  know  what  to  do  with  tt.  It 
was  the  right  of  the  people  to  call  for  a 
reform  of  parliament,  and  he  would  say,  that 
the  circumsttoce  which  had  just  occurred 
shewed  the  necessity  of  that  reform.  To 
reject  a  petition  without  hearing  it  read, 
was  contrary  to  the  just  rights  and  pri?i- 
'  leges  of  the  people.  Reform  might  be  put 
off  by  temporary  expedients,  but  it  could 
not  be  defeated ;  the  principle  was  working 
and  would  ultimately  triumph.  He  could 
not  but  consider  it  a  marked  insult  on  the 
people,  to  dismiss  their  petition  even  with- 
out nearlng  it  read. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  House  could 
not  suffer  persons  outside  the  walls  of  par- 
liament to  cast  improper  reflections  upon 
it.  Inside  these  walls  he  was  sure  that 
hon.  gentlemen  would  speak  of  its  pro- 
ceedings with  decency. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  always  under* 
stood,  that  it  was  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  parhament ;  but  he  never  heard 
before  that  it  was  the  right  of  parliament 
to  reject  their  petitions.  They  were 
bound  to  hear  them  read ;  and  then,  if  any 
thing  appeared  to  be  inadmissible,  they 
might  reject  them.  He  had  not  heard  a 
single  improper  word  in  that  part  of  the 
petition  from  Bethnall-green  which  had 
been  read  by  the  gallant  <^cer.  It  con- 
tained trutM,  though  they  might  be  un- 
palatable ones.  In  the  petition  which  he 
now  held  in  his  hand,  the  petitioners  hum- 
bhr  set  forth  that  they  considered  a  reform 
or  parliament  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
salvation  of  the  country;  and  they  prayed 
that  it  might  be  qpeediJy  effiscted* 


Lord  G.  SoM^fff  aaid,  that  the  p^ticm 
was  by  no  means  signed  by  the  most  res« 
pectaole  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Moo* 
mouth :  he  could  not  look  upon  it  as  a 
petition  coming  from  the  commonalty  of 
that  town;  he  did  not  see,  that  it  con- 
tained any  objectionable  passages,  how- 
ever he  might  diflbr  from  the  sentiments 
it  contained. 

Mr.  W.  Courtenajf  seconded  the  bring- 
ing up  of  this  petition,  for  the  sake  of 
pointing  out  the  great  difference  between 
It  and  that  which  the  House  had  just  re- 
jected. It  was  said  that  the  House  had 
rejected  a  petition  without  hearing  its  lan- 
guage ;  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  pliant 
officer,  whether,  in  the  passage  which  he 
had  read,  it  was  not  his  meaning  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  lan- 
guage ?  He  did  conceive,  that  those  who 
contended  for  the  unlimited  admission  of 
petitions,  whatever  the  language  might  be 
m  which  they  were  coucned,  were,  m 
truth^  the  roost  formidable  enemies  of  the 
sacred  right  of  petition.  He  valued  the 
right  of  petition  as  much  as  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  could  do;  but  he 
thought  that  boa.  gentleman  was  auite 
wrong  in  saying  that  the  House  had  no 
right  to  reject  petitions,  numerous  instan- 
ces bavins  occurred  within  his  own  memo- 
ry, in  which  such  a  right  had  been  exer- 
cised. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  could  not  go  the  length 
of  saying,  that  there  was  co  petition,  what- 
ever its  language  might  be,  but  what  the 
House  was  bound  to  receive.  The  ques- 
tion then  was,  whether  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  his  gallant  friend  had  come 
before  them  with  a  fair  case  made  out, 
and  a  statement  of  grievances,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  redress ;  or  whether 
It  was  conceived  in  language  that  was  in- 
sulting to  the  House  I  This  was  the  only 
test  by  which  to  try  any  petition ;  and 
the  result  of  its  application  in  this  instance 
was,  that  the  petitioners  had  a  fair  case, 
and  had  properly  stated  their  grievances. 
They  began  by  disclaiming  all  intentbn 
of  insult,  and  thev  alluded  to  a  declaration 
(that  the  sale  of  seats  was  as  notorious 
as  the  sun  at  noon-day)  which  roost  un«- 
doubtedly  had  been  made  in  that  House 
by  no  less  a  person  than  the  late  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby.  If  any  one  could  doubt  the  fact 
for  a  moment,  he  would  take  upon  himself 
to  prove  it  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  less 
than  ten  minutes.  Besides,  the  petitionera 
did  not  state  a  case,  as  if  it  was  put  on 
their  own  i^thority;  but  they  sti^  it, 
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•8  they  had  seNcn  it  in  the  public  newt- 
papers;  and  added,  that  they  conceived 
It  to  be  a  libel  on  parliament*  The  geo- 
tleman  alluded  to  (Mr.  SpoonerJ,  while 
he  was  in  the  House,  seldom  favoured 
opposition  with  a  single  vote;  but  was 
generally  to  bo  found  in  the  crowded 
ranks  on  the  other  side.  His  declaration, 
therefore,  was  rather  a  curious  one.  No 
doubt  he  could  tell  the  House  a  few  se^ 
crets  connected  with  its  own  history ;  and 
so  could  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite, 
(Mr.  Wynn),  who  was  secretary  to  the 
Treasury  under  the  administration  of  lord 
Grenville.  He  hunself  ( Mr.  Bennet)  did 
happen  to  know  a  little  about  the  consti- 
tution of  that  House  in  1806,  which,  if  he 
were  to  repeat,  would  be  found  not  less 
curious  than  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Spooner. 
He  thought  it  was  most  impolitic  to 
f  eject  petitions  connected  with  tne  subject 
of  reform,  unless  under  very  peculiar  cir« 
cumstances ;  for  the  House  ousht  always 
to  remember  the  declaration  of  the  great 
lord  Chatham«--that  if  it  was  not  speedily 
reformed  from  within,  it  would  be  reformed 
with  a  vengeance  from  without. 

Sir «/.  Nexjoport  said,  it  very  often  hap- 
pened that  hon.  gentlemen  presented  to 
thatHouse,  petitions,  coDtainingsentiments 
in  which  they  themselves  did  not  concur. 
Now,  if  the  principle  that  had  been  that 
evening  laid  down  was  to  be  acted  upon, 
the  consequence wouldbe,  that anymember 
so  circumstanced  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  select  some  strong  passage  &om 
the  petition,  and  describe  it  m  his  speedi 
as  being  objectionable,  to  ensure  the  re- 
jection of  the  petition.  Jle,  therefore,  did 
mean  to  contend,  that  the  House  ought 
never  to  exercise  this  strong  power  of  re- 
jection, until  after  it  should  have  heard 
the  petition  read.  It  was  on  these  grounds 
that  he  had  supported  the  reading  of  the 
petition  lately  rejected. 

Mr.  Diddmon  re-statedhis  objections  to 
the  petition  which  had  been  rejected.  It 
was  affintied  in  the  body  of  it,  that  <<  boys'' 
were  brought  into  parliament  to  vote. 
Now,  this  was  not  fact.  By  the  term 
**  boysy^'an  indifferent  person  would  natu- 
rally suppose,  that  striplings  under  age 
were  intended.  Every  hon.  gentleman  well 
knew  that  the  youngest  members  of  that 
House  were  between  21  and  25 ;  and  that 
of  these,  there  were  very  few.  He  be- 
lieved there  was  but  one  instance,  in 
which  an  individual  had  been  admitted  to 
sit  in  that  House,  being  under  the  age 
prescribed  by  law.    He  alluded  to  the 


ease  of  Mr.  Vox;  and  it  was  remarkablei 
that  even  Mr.  Fox,  though  he  had  spoken 
before  he  attained  this  legal  age,  never 
once  voted  till  after  he  had  completed  it. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said,  he  was  the  last 
man  to  support  any  petition  .that  might 
seem  toconvey  anything  likeaninsult  upon 
the  House.  In  the  case  before  them, 
however,  the  petitioners  made  no  direct 
allegation.  They  merely  affirmed,  that 
such  a  report  had  gone  abroad.  In  his 
opinion,  the  House  would  neglect  its 
duty,  if  it  persevered  in  rejecting  petitions 
without  hearing  them  read. 

Mr.  Hume  begged  to  correct  the  mis« 
statement  of  a  noble  lord  who  bad  said 
that  this  petition  was  not  signed  by  the 
majority  of  the  commonalty  of  Mon- 
mouth. Though  the  names  of  the  noble 
lord's  friends  and  supporters  nu^ht  not 
appear  at  the  foot  of  it,  it  certainly  wis 
subscribed  by  the  majority. 

Lord  G.  ^emertet  contended  that  his 
information  was  as  good  as  that  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  if  it  were  correct 
the  majority  of  the  burgesses  had  not 
signed  the  petition. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Middlesex  Countt  Court.]  Mr. 
Lennard  said,  he  had  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  considerable 
importance  to  the  working  classes  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex.  By  the  2Srd  Geo. 
2nd  the  county  court  of  Middlesex  was 
constituted  in  its  present  form.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  court  was,  to  Ceicilitate  the  reco- 
very of  small  debts  not  exceeding  Mr* 
The  county  clerk  was  the  judge,  and  it 
was  necessary  he  should  be  a  barrister  of 
ten  years  standing.  Accounts  had  been 
presented  to  the  House  of  the  number  of 
causes  and  fees  paid.  In  the  hundred  of 
Ossulston,  which  comprehended  the  me^ 
tropolis  alone,  nearly  17,000  causes  were 
tried,  on  an  average  of  years,  and  in  the 
last  year  nearly  18,000.  The  court  sat 
one  day  a  week  in  the  hundred  of  Ossuls- 
ton ;  one  day  a  week  in  the  Hundred  of 
Enfield ;  and  one  day  a  week  in  the  Hun* 
dred  of  Isleworth.  In  point  of  fact,  how* 
ever,  the  court  sat  twice  a  week  in  Lon« 
don;  but  even  this  increased  number  of 
sittings  he  was  prepared  to  shew  was  in^ 
sufficient.  As  18,000  causes  were  tried 
in  a  year,  180  causes  would  be  to  be  tried 
every  day  of  the  sittmg  of  the  court;  but 
frequently  210  to  220  causes  were  tried  in 
a  day.  Among  these,  some  questions  of 
intricacy  arosoi  and  the  examination  of 
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tvitnelMet  was  rei^uiffed.  The  proceM  af 
Am  ooun  was  this.  Tlie  pkintiff  lOiDg 
few  a  debt  took  out  a  summo&B.  irbich  be 
sorted^  and  atteaded  with  the  defendant 
on  the  next  cjotirt  day»  al  nine  o'dock. 
Freat  the  anaatity  of  the  but iness  before 
the  co«f  ^  lie  had  often  to  wait  tili  nine 
m  the  evenkig^  Th^  object  of  the  cott«- 
atkniioDal  go?eranenl  of  England  being 
the  eugfr  expeditioua  and  cheap  adminSB* 
tratidn  of  jiistice»  he  waa  asaared  that  if  a 
committee  were  appointed  he  could  pro?e 
that  the  county  coorts  of  Middleseat 
should  be  more  frequently  held^  and  that 
every piBCticable  reduction  should  bemade 
in*  the  trouble  as  well  as^inthe  ezpences 
attendant  upon  snitors  in  those,  eoorta. 
He  was  wiluag  to  beer  testimony  to  the 
mevitrof  the  present  clerk  of  the  county; 
hut  when  it  was'  recollected  that  he  had 
vmapf  between  16  and  I7>000  oauses  to 
try  in  these  courts  within  the  year,  upon 
each  of  which  he  received  a  3  shilling  fee» 
and  that  consequentlv  his  salary  was 
nearly  equal  to  i»000£  a  year,  it  could 
not  be  deemed  unreasonable  to  call  upon 
this  oflScer  for  the  devotion  of  more  of  his 
time  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
court*  Upon  executions  from  this  court 
the  sum  otSs.  4ki.  waag^ted,.and  if  the 
eaecudon  were  not  mied,,  this  sum  re- 
ms&ied  in  the  hands  of*  the  cleiltf  oP  the 
ooartv  He  also  understood  that  certain 
anms  were  ^d  lor  the  nostponement  of 
eanses  m thiscoort^  while plaintiffis' froo^ 
fr^oent  delayH)  had*  often  to  go  to  the 
ODort  five  timer  before  their  causes  were 
dedded ;  so  that  supposing  a  plaintt# 
lesided  at  Tumttam^green,>he  might  hav^ 
do  miles  16  travel  back  and  ibrwaid  to  the 
oouit  at  Red  LionfVstreeti  before  he  obt> 
tained  payment  of  a  debt  of  10^«  But 
wfaat^  he  wished  to  know,  became- of  all 
these  suite?  In  the  aggregate,  heunder- 
i^ood  they  generUly  ammmted' to  about 
lOjp&bL;  and  was  irrightthatsucha  sum 
should  be  vested'  in  the  hands  of  die 
6ibfk  of  the  county,  in  addition  to  the 
several  suriis  paid  by^  instaknentr  upon 
debts  which  were  ne^r  ultimately  dis^ 
dmrj^0d^  Bor'thfsisum,  or  for  the  amoonlt 
ef<  ikef  uilelanHed>  dividends*  uposi  it,,  the 
late  derk.  of  tfae^  court;  who*  beUL  thitt 
office  no  legs- thaii  twenty^five  years^  was 
nevor  called  iqnen  to  aeooom.  Another 
fauh  bdoil^g  to  this  conntys  courts  was, 
Uitftokily  one'dmrin  the  week  (FridoMr) 
wa#  appohited  for  the  pefvittent  of  .the 
datms^  of  pUuntiA,*  aad^uoh  phuntifi^as 
oduM'  not  attend  between'  tea  and  two 


'  Middletem  (kmiy  Cattrt. 


CI976 


o'clock  on  that  da^,  were  ofa^gfed  to  caU 
^aie.  This  he  considered  ais  a  very  se^ 
rioos  evil ;  uid  were  a  committee  appoint- 
ed he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  able  to 
shew  that  this  court  should  be  opened 
every  day  for  the  purpose  which  he  had 
stated.  The  hon*  member  concluded 
with  moving  for  the  reference  of  the 
papers  laid  l^fbre  the  House  with  respect 
to  the  administradon  of  jnstice'  in  the 
county  court  of  Mkldlesex,  to  a  commit* 
lee  of  that  House,  with  a  view  to  inquire 
whetlier  the  amount  of  fbes  ^d,  iliay  not 
be  diminished,  and  whether  it  may  not  be 
expedient,  for  Che  county  dlerk  to  siVoftener 
in  each  week  in  the  Hundred  of  OssuJston 
Slid  to  mcrealie  the  nombbr  of  sittings  in 
the  (Aher  Htmdreds  where  the  court  now 
sits.*' 

Mr.  Bemal  said*,  there  was  no  proof  or 
allegation  before  the  House,  that  there  had 
been'  any  delay  or  denial  of  justice  in  the 
court  alluded  to.  There  had  been  no 
oomphnnt  preferred  by  any  suitor  that 
justice  had  been  mal««dministered,  and  in 
the  absence  of  any  such  complaint  why 
should  a  motion  be  adopted  that  would 
impeach  the  character  of  the  present 
county  clerk,  whose  diaracter  wto  highly 
respectable?  l^ia  county  clerk  {Mr. 
Heath)  had^  it  warsaidy  a  salary  of  tirom 
150(W.  to  20002.  a  year ;  but  then  it  should 
be  kndwni  that  he  had'  lately  purchased 
from  his' own  funds  the  scite  of  premises 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  in 
KingsgBte*8treet,  Holborn,  for  no  less 
than'  20001^  Th^  coofat)r  derk  bad  also 
abandbned'  his  practice  in  the  court  of 
Kiog's4>enoh,  as^  well  as  upon  the  home  * 
circuit,  in  ordef  to  devoie  his  time  to  the 
business  of  his  own  codrt.  Asthe  motion 
of  hh  boo;  friend'  wasnot  founded  upon 
any  allegation  of  necessity  from  the  par- 
ties more  immediately  interested;  or  frtmi 
any  distinct  complunt^  or  from  any  peti'- 
tioo'from  tlie  homage  jury  of  the  county ; 
he  coidd  byno  means  suppbrt  it. 

Mr.  Benrtet  said,  it  wasimposliblcf,  from 
the  very  showing  of  the  ofllcer  Himself, 
thati  substatitial  justice  could  b^  done  to 
thesuitbrs in  tbrscotnt.  It appeiU»d  that 
the  court-  sat  two  days  in  the  week,  to 
try  oaoses  which  iKreragcfd  17>60O  in  the 
course  of  the  year^  and  whidi,  including 
sumcbonses,  amounted  to  about  900  cases 
for  each  day  of  sitting.  The  commissbner 
might  be  a  very  intelligent  person,  and 
extremdy  anxious -to  da  his  du^  but  the 
return  plainly  proviEHi  that  the  bushiess  of 
die  court  oould  not  be  perfoitaied  in  that 
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•pa^y  nuumer  which  iha  fegitbture'  co»» 
teroplated.  He  should  Uke  to  hear  the 
luftpry  of  Ihis  tilualion.    He  should  be 

8 lad  to  leam»  whether  ii  was  a  siluatioo 
lat  might  be  bought  and  sohl— whether 
its  present  possessor  had  oot,  in  factt 
purchased  it?  It  surely  ou^l  not  to  be 
bought  and  sold.  ThesheriSi  ou^t  not 
to  be  allowed  to  put  thousands  id  their 
poqke^  by  such  means.  This»  was  a  moat 
objectionable  jystem»  for  in  proportion  to 
<he  magnitude  of  the  sum  given  for 
the  office,  the  amount  of  fees  was  likely 
to  be  regulated*  The  best  way  of  briog** 
in^  the  business  under  the  consideration 
ofparjiament,  would  be>  by  introducing  a 
bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  court.  Thare 
was*  it  appeared*  something  Kke  a  jui^ 
connected  with  the  court;  but  never 
was  the  term,  jury,  more  completely 
misapplied.  There  was,  in  fact,  not  half 
a  jury.  Three  or  four  pemons  were 
plsiced  in  a  comer,  who  nad  more  the 
appearance  of  convicts  than  of  lurymen 
-^wbo  were  more  like  men  about  to 
receive  punishment,  than  individuals 
called  on  to  decide  causes. 
y  The  S^lml§r^General  considered  this 
motioa  as  irregulac  No  petition  had 
been  presented,  imputing  ai^  misconduct 

Sthe  jud^e,  impugnkig.the  conduct  of 
e  subordinate  officer,  or  stattag  that 
there  had  been  any  denial  of  justica  ia 
tfiis  (;oart.  The  hoo.  gentleman  had  not, 
Uierefere,  made  out  any  parlifimentiary 
sround  for  inquiry.  The  bon.  member 
for  Shrewsbury  had  stated,  that  the  jury- 
men were  selected  from  a  class  of  persona 
who  were  not  fit  to  sit  on  juries.  He 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  hon.  mera« 
ber  had  been  misinformed;  for,  by  the 
9Ct  of  parliament,  the  juries  in  this  court 
were  selected  from  the  same  olass  of  per- 
sons as  decided  on  cases  in  Westaciinster- 
balj.  By  the  same  act  it  was  proWded, 
if  any  nusconduct  appeared  in  the  pro« 
ceedings  of  this  court,  that  two. of  his 
mgesty's  chief  justices  should  have  the 
Vberiy  of  investigating  the  matter  com- 
plained of,  and  of .  remedying  the  evil 
where  the  complaint  appeared  to  be  well 
founded.  The  constitution  of  this  court 
had  be^  selected  by  Mr.  Justice  Black, 
atitte,  »^  the  subject  of  partiouUur  praise. 
The  largeness  of  the  fees  demanded  was 
oomplained  of.  Now,  one  of  the  reasona 
wdbicb  induced  Mr.  Justice  Biackstone  to 
psaise  ihe  constitution  jof  the  court,  was 
^  moderate  cite  of  the  fees  ?  If  greator 
foes  were  demanded  than  theaa  antho*' 
VOL.  VI. 


fized,  irfiy  had  noa  applloatien  been 
made  to  the  two  chief  justices  ^  With 
respect  to  the  coounissiooer  not  sitting  • 
^ater  ouipbes  of  days  than  he  bow  did. 
It  was  the  duty  of  Uiat  officer  to  sit  aa 
man^  days  as  tAe  business  of  the  court 
reqmred»  and  he  found  Aat  two  dajis 
were  amply  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
Il  was  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  indi- 
vidual in  quastioo  had.  never  retired  from 
flourt  while  a  stngfe  cause,  remained 
unheard.  The  hon.  member  aaid,  that 
suitors  were  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
court,  from  9  o'clock  untile,  the  .evening. 
Here  a^ain  he  was  mistaken.  The  chusea 
were  divided  into  two  classes,  and  two 
diffiarent  portions  of  the  day  were  altolted 
for  their  decision.  The  hon.  member 
had  also  stato4>  that  180  oausea  wese  on 
aa  average  decided, on  each:  sitting  day. 
The  average  was  really,  aooording  to  the 
nauim,  idiout  160;  and  more  than  one- 
half  of  that  number  were,  in  genera^ 
undefended;  fm  that  80 substantial  causes 
were  left  for  dedston.  Even  of  these  a 
condderable  portion  occupied  very  little 
time,  the  plea  of  the  defendant  being 

EQverty,  and  his  request  that  time  should 
a  allowed  for  payment  The  number  of 
causes  Idft  for  deeision,  when  these  de- 
ductions were  made,  amounted  at  the 
outside,  to  not  more  than  SO  or  40.  Aa 
to  the  amount  of  the  profits  derived  from 
this  situation,  it  appeared  that  the  oom^ 
missioner  received  &.  6d.  on  each  cause, 
or  about  2fiGOl*  a-year.  The  question 
(hen  was,  what  expenses  he  had  to  sus- 
tain I  He  had,  in  the  first  place,  to  psy 
rent  for  the  court-house,  ana  it  appeared 
dist  he  had  actoaHy  given  2,000/.  for  cer- 
tain leasehold  premises  with  a  view  to  it. 
To  support  the  officers  of  the  court,  he 
paid  300/.  or  400/.  a^year.  The  salary, 
therefore,  which  he  received  for  a  l^bori^ 
ous  and  painful  duty,  wss  not  more  than 
1,500/.  a^year.  By  the  act,  two  days  in 
the  week  were  required  for  hearing  cases. 
But  for  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
though  the  act  did  not  require  it,  the  other 
four  days  were  employed  in  payments 
hito  court,  and  out  or  court.  It  was  im- 
posdble  that  the  party  to  whom  payment 
was  awarded  should  take  measures  to  re- 
cover it.  Payments  were,  therefore, 
siade  into  court  for  two  days,  and  two 
other  days  ,were  allowed  for  paying  out 
the  pioney.  Two  or  three  persons  wei  e 
thus  occupied  in  paying  out  80,000/.  a- 
year,  in  shillings  and  naif-crowns.  He 
was  unwilling  ty  accede  to  this  motion, 
4  T 
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became  he  diooght  the  tnaoagement  of 
the  court  deterved  imitatioi^  and  because 
the  genUeman  who  |)retided»  had  acted 
trith  the  greateft  tkiUi   care^  and  inte- 

Mr.  Lennard  taid,  that  nothing  was 
further  frora  hit  intention  than  to  caat  any 
.imputation  upon  the  gentleman  who  now 
held  the  office  in  question,     -      -- 


Army  Eiiimatis. 


[138Q 


House 


But  if  the 
granted    hfm  a  comnttteey    he 
himaelf  to  prove  the  cbams 
hidi  he  had  made  against  the  office 
generally. 

The  motion  waa  then  pat,  and  nega- 
lifed. 

Army  Estimatis.]  The  report  of 
the  Army  Estimates  were  brought  up. 
On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
Aion,  <<  That  13,66^.  be  granted  for  the 
JKoval  Military  College^'' 

Mr.  Hume  objected  to  a  grant  to  that 
amount.  The  mere  salaries  of  officers 
at  this  College  exceeded  6»00M.  a  year. 
This  was  for  the  superintendence  of  290 
students.  He  could  not  see  what  neces- 
sity there  was  for  a  governor  at  1,500/.  a* 
year,  a  lieutenant-governor  at  1,095/.,  a 
major  at  S51/.,  four  captains  1,095/.,  and 
various  other  expensive  appointments. 
He  moved  to  Teduce  the  vote  8,422/., 
which  would  leave  it  at  10,240/. 

Mr.  F,  Palmer  treated  the  College  as  an 
excrescence,  which,  if  it  would  not  yield 
to  mild  applications,  must  be  attacked  in 
the  way  of  radical  cure.  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  country,  distressed  as  it  was, 
to  support  the  charge  of  such  an  establish* 
jnent. 

Sir  Hi  Hardinge  observedt  that  the 
hon.  member  had  made  a  most  erroneous 
statement  with,  respect  to  the  cadets  edu- 
cated at  the  Military  College.  He  had 
stated  the  whole  number  in  the  college, 
since  the  peace,  to  be  1,764.  Now,  in 
Shis  the  hon.  member  made  a  mistake  of 
not  less  than  from  1,200  to  1,800.  The 
hon.  member's  peculiar  and  felicitous 
mode  of  calculation  was  this— be  took  the 
number  of  cadets  in  the  college,  for  each 
year  of  the  five  or  six  years,  and  he  added 
them  up,  giving  the  sum  total  as  the  num- 
ber of  cadets  in  the  college  for  that  time. 
Kothing  could  be  more  erroneous,  and 
the  hon.  member  should  have  known,  be- 
fore he  made  this  statement,  that  more 
than  one  year  was  necessary  for  complet- 
ing the  education  of  a  cadet ;  that  it  took 
four  years,  and  therefore,  in  adding  toge- 
ther the  numbers  in  every  year^  the  hon. 


member  was  counting^  the  eame  cadeta 
over  and  over  again.  [Hear.^  Instead 
of  the  1,764  cadeu,  in  the  time  alluded  to, 
the  whole  number  did  not  much  exceed 
450.  Thus,  the  hon.  member  proceeded 
in  the  same  way,  as  if  he  were  to  calcu- 
late the  number  of  members  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  upon  the  novel  and 
ingenious  principle,  that  because  there  are 
now  658  members,  at  the  end  of  five 
years  there  must  be  8,290.  Now  such 
statemenU,  whatever  little  impression 
they  might  make  in  that  House,  where 
the  error  could  be  detected,  were  yet  not 
harmless,  as  thej  went  forth  to  the  public, 
and  created  an  improper  feeling  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  army  was  regulated. 
Another  statement  of  the  hon.  member 
was  this— >that  cadets,  the  orphans  of 
deceased  officers,  were  frequently  set 
aside,  to  make  room  for  others  who  had 
more  interest.  Now  he  could  assert 
positively,  that  this  statement  was  un- 
founded in  fact ;  and  he  would  again  say 
that  such  assertions  were  calculated  to  do 
harm,  as  it  conveyed  an  impression  of 
undue  preference '  at  the  office  of  the 
commander-in-chief.  He  could  state  to 
the  House,  that  it  was  impossible  a  cadet 
should  be  set  aside  when  he  had  passed 
his  examination.  He  (sir  H.  Hardinge )- 
#as  present  at  one  of  those  examinations, 
and  one  cadet  passed  a  very  excellent 
examination.  A  young  nobleman  (lord 
Fdkland)  was  third  or  fourth  on  that 
occasion.  Now,  so  little  was  interest 
consulted,  that  the  cadet  who  had  an- 
swered so  remarkably  well  was  taken,  and 
put  at  the  head  of  the  list  that  he  might 
nave  his  commission  as  soon  as  possible. 
This  young  gentleman  was  the  son  of  a 
captain  A£ims,  of  the  veteran  battidion, 
who  was  not  known  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  who  had  no  interest  whatever. 
He  stated  this  circumstance  to  show  the 

ipartiality  which  was  observed  at  the 

illege. 
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Mr.  Hume  said,  he  would  restata  lila 
facts,  and  maintain  their  correctness,  viz. 
that  in  the  five  years,  1816  to  1820  indu^ 
sive,  there  had  been  each  year  from  412 
to  290  cadeU  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pense-^at  an  expense  of  1 15,280/. ;  and  in 
the  same  time  only  160  of  theae  cadets 
had  received  commissions,  and  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  army,  making  Uie  expense 
720/.  for  the  education  of  every  one  of 
those  160  cadets.  As  there  have  been 
44  cadeu  admitted  from  the  college  into 
the  army  in  1821,  the  expense  of  the  coU 
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lege  la  Ibat  year  was  18,780/.,  making  the 
expense  of  each  of  those  44,  a  sum  of  425/. 
to  the  country.  Again  he  asked,  ought 
the  country  m  its  present  distressed  state, 
to  be  put  to  this  expense,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  290  youths,  when  commissions 
could  be  given  only  to  a  part  ?  The  reduc* 
tlon  which  he  proposed  woulii  leave  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expense  of  military 
officers,  to  keep  order  in  the  establishment. 
The  committee  divided:  For  the  amend- 
ment  15*    Against  it  35. 

List  qfihe  Minority. 

Barrett,  S.  M.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Blake,  sir  F.  Price,  Robu 

Crespigny,  sir  W.  Rice,  S. 

Davies,  col.  Smith,  W. 

HobhouBe,  J.  C.  Western,  C. 

Leonard,  T.  B.  Whitbread,  S. 
LushiogtoD,  Dr«  teuuexs. 

Martin,  J.  Hume,  J. 

Maxwell,  J.  Palmer,  C.  F. 

The  several  resolutions  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  March  29. 

Board  of  Admiralty  Bill.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day^  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill, 

The  Earl  of  Damkymthed  to  ask  the 
noble  viscount  opposite,  whether  he  had 
been  rightly  reported,  when  he  was  repre- 
sented to  have  said,  that  the  diminution 
of  two  lords  of  the  Admiralty  would 
occasion  encreased  expense  to  the  public; 
and  if  he  had  said  so,  on  what  ground 
that  opinion  was  founded  i 

Lord  MdvUle  said,  he  had  not  only 
expressed  that  opinion,  but  could  state 
facts  which  would  convince  the  House  of 
its  being  well  founded.  A  few  months 
ago,  he  had  gone  with  other  members  of 
toie  board,  to  some  of  the  principal  dock- 
yards, and  had  made  inquiries  which  led 
them  to  believe  that  a  considerable  saving 
might  be  effected.  It  was  then  deter- 
mined, that  two  professional  members  of 
the  board  should  go  down  and  carry  the 
arrangement  necessary  for  that  saving  into 
effect.  But  now  that,  with  the  exceotion 
of  himself,  there  remained  only  four  lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  it  was  impossible  to 
send  down  two  professional  lords  for  the 
purpose  which  he  had  mentioned,  as  it 
was  always  necessary  that  there  should  be 
two  In  town.  The  proposed  inquiry  must, 
therefore,  be  postponed,  as  well  as  the 
fating  which  it  wi0  expected  to  produce^ 


wWh  amounted  to  10,000/.  Others  less 
ooQsiderable  might  also  have  been  effected^: 
which  mtist  be  suspended  for  the  present. 
If  any  accident  or  illness  happened  to  one 
of  the  lords  of  the  Admir^ty,  reduced  as 
their  number  now  was,  the  public  business 
must  be  much  delayed,  and  in  the  Admi- 
ralty the  delay  of  a  few  days  never  failed 
to  create  much  additional  expense.  With 
respect  to  the  nature  of  the  members,  of 
the  board,  it  was  a  fact  that  from  .their 
professional  habits,  officers  were  less  com- 
petent to  the  discharge  of  its  general 
business  than  landsmen.  To  have  a  m2^o«, 
rity  of  professional  men  on  the  Board 
would,  therefore,  produce  inconvenience 
to  the  public  service.  At  the  same  time 
if  two  were  not  present,  whose  profes- 
sional opmion  might  be  obtained,  much 
delav  would  inevitably  occur. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  agreed  with  his 
noble  friend,  that  tne  abolition  of  two 
lords  of  the  Admiralty  was  a  meastire  by 
no  means  favourable  to  the  public  service 
or  to  economy.  With  regard  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  board,,  he  had  communi- 
cated with  various  professional  men,  and 
they  all  agreed,  that  in  a  board  consisting 
of  not  more  than  five  persons,  the  msjority 
ought  not  to  be  seamen. 

Lord  Holland  said,  that  as  to  the 
opinion,  that  the  reduction  was  not  advan- 
tageous to  the  public,  such  declarations 
from  the  noble  earl  must  lose  something 
of  their  weight,  when  it  was  recollected 
that  he  had  formerly  declared  that  the 
government  of  the  country  could  not  be 
carried  on  if  such  reductions  were  made.; 
It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  re« 

Setted  such  a  loss ;  but  all  his  wailings, 
ough  assisted  by  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  would  not  bring 
back  the  two  departed  members  to  the 
board. 

The  Earl  of  Harrcfnby  insisted,  that  his 
noble  friend  had  never  said  be  could- 
not  carry  on  the  government  if  this  or 
that  office  were  r^uced.  All  he  had 
said  was,  that  a  great  public  inconvenience 
would  result  from  the  reduction.  This, 
too,  would  be  the  opinion  of  the  public, 
when  they  recovered  from  the  delusion 
which  at  present  prevailed  on  questions 
oftliiskind.  ,    . 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday,  March  29. 
Vagrant  Laws  Amrndmrkt  Bill.] 
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Mr.  Chetv»yndt  in  (nfofMNritig  th6  ftec<^ 
Mading  of  tkis  Ih1]|  ebservedi  that  th<^ 
measure  ooacained  no  ptetinon  that  mtA 
not  to  be  fotmd  id  the  ejdsfing  )a#^.  H^ 
had  heard  thaCeome  peraohe^  partfealai-ly 
ladies,  complained  that  t»)r  the  bill  the 
mhiatrels  #ho  pOrattibiilated  th^  Streets 
^oiild  be  prevented  ih>ai  serenading 
them;  but  be  ^odld  Mbna  tliMe  pertsf^^i 
ihat,  onder  the'  laws  M  they  at'  present 
stood,  wandisrtfag  mttstoians  were  con- 
sidered Tagrams.  It  was  his  intention^  on 
the  praaent  occasion^  merelj  to  propose 
that  the  biU  be  read  a  second  time. 

Colonel  W^od  Si^conded  the  niotion. 
As  the  bHI  at  present  steod,  the  eithibU 
tion  of  shows  was  prohibited,  aiid  *he 
knew  that  some  persons  feared  that  a  t^r 
entertaining  personage  called  Mr*  Pancir 
would  no  longer  be  Allowed  to  Mliiftd  the 
p«6lic.  fie  thorefore  fble  great  satisfac- 
tiot^  in  Btatingt  that  his^hob.  i^end  woiifd 
liaierno  ohfedion  to  introdaca  a  special 
chm»  in  Aitoar  eif  Mt*.  Fmidh.  The 
pyMIc w^ns-iadebted  to  his  hoa*  fH«nd  for 
the  pn>speet  Which  hlfe  631  heM  out  of 
reNevifig  the  conotrjrfrMi  the  heaty  ex- 

¥*nie  incarred  by  the  pacing  of  vagrants, 
he  sum  which  had  been  expended  for 
that  purpose  last  year  amounted  td 
100,000/. 

Mr.  HnrH  observed,  that  althengh  hi 
the  brofesBion  of  thd  law«  and  acting  as  a 
magistrate  fbr  the  last  fifty  years,  he  was 
at  this  moment  unable  to  define  the  duties 
of  a  peace  officer  under  the  present 
vagratft  laws.  They  were  an  ill  digested 
mass^  and  called  lewdly  for  revision. 

Sir  M.  W.  RfdUg  teidi  that  the  laws 
relating  to  vagrants  ought  to  be  simpll- 
fkdf  and  brouglrt  under  h  more  concise 
shape.  The  public  were  modi  indebted 
t0  the  learned  gemledian  for  the  fain  now 
before  them. 

Mr.  Littleton  supported  the  bifl,  aA  it 
tended  to  distinguish  the  vagrant  lawa 
fh>m  the  poor  laws,  of  whidi  there  had 
been  some  danger  of  their  becoming  a 
part. 

Mr.  P.  Maori  ho^ed  that  hi*  Mend 
Punch,  as  w^  as  the  persoiia  who  carried 
about  wild  beasts  fbr  showi*  would  not 
be  inchidad  In  the  list  «f  vagrants  by  this 
law,  as  they  were  subjects  of  great  and 
general  amusement 

Alderman  Wood  supported  the  bill,  as 
be  thought  its  provkion  very  salutary. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time>  and 
referred  to  n  select  cpmmittee. 
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l3tt«ftif#8  Dsptrt^  tit  Sa6rtA)sr>.J 
Mr.  Hime  Drummond  presanted  a 
potion  fh>m  the  daan  arid  fteiHty  pf 
adtocatei  at  Bdh^borgh.  He  said,  that 
ht  considered  that  learned  body  had  dori- 
ferred  a  great  homhir  on  him  hi  entrust^ 
their  petition  to  Ms  hands,  and  hopeo* 
iVom  the  weight  that  was  due  to  thoit' 
opinion,  a<  Well  as  tha  Importance  of  the" 
subject  to  which  their  petition  related; 
that  he  might  be  allowed  to  extihdn  the 
nature  of  tiMscase,  concemingwhich  they^ 
had  been  induced  to  trpi^ble  &e  House  on 
this  occasion.  By  the  act  of  the  20th 
Greo.  2nd  by  which  the  heritable  jurisdic- 
tions in  Scotland  ware  abolished,  his  own 
jesty  was  authorised  to  appobt  a  sbariS 
in  every  c6Unty  who  should.be  h  lawyer cf 
a  certain  standing  at  the  Soou  bar,  md 
required  fd  reside  for  a  Hmited  period 
during  each  year  within  his  county.  The 
petitioners  had  heard  pf  anmtention,  out 
the  pari  of  his  hsajesty^s  lovemmeht,  to 
require  the  sheri&  to  reside  ^nnatient^ 
in  their  jurisdictioasi  4uul  it  was  against 
this  intended  alteratioi;  of  the  system  that 
they  had  presented  this  petition.  He 
submitted,  that  if  any  alteration  of  this 
SOH  w4s  Intended  it  ought  to  be  dbht  hj 
act  of  parliament.  If^  in  1748^  tt  statdttf 
was  necessary  to  regulate  thb  matter,  li# 
dfd  not  see  why  recourse  shoirid  not  be 
had  to  the  Same  authority  in  the  yeaf 
1922.  It  was  implied  necessarily  in  Mt 
act  of  174^,  that  it  was  lii  the  opniion  of 
the  legislature  inexpedient  to  reqhire 
longer  residence  than  that  stttate  enjoin^ 
ed,  and  the  penalties  by  which  that  regn-^ 
lation  was  enforced  could  not  be  made  tol 
apply  to  liny  ikrther  period  of  restdaace. 
How,  then,  was  his  majesty's  government 
to  enforce  this  additional  residenee  they 
had  in  view  ?  By  making  a  bargldn  Witfr 
the  sheriff;  bypromishighiknapeetiniary 
reward-*ii  thittg  thost  objeelienabl^  iti 
^inciple  i  for  it  was  e&sy  t6  sa6,  thftt  if  thd: 
government  might  baivaid  With  a  jth^c^ 
to  do  a  certain  part  of  his  doty  in  a  par*^ 
ticular  way^  or  to  do  a  thhig  whicb  wa^ 
not  m  duty,  and  to  p&y  him  a  rewttrd  fbt* 
this^  the  independence  of  those  JUroti  Was 
at  an  end.  He  was  $ware  that  therd  waa 
,  no  improper  object  here  in  view,  and  tbdt 
the  measure  proceeded'  from  an  a^tipus 
demre  to  nromote  the  poMid  ihtdi^. 
But  he  did  thhik  that  this  mode  of  ae^ 
domplishhlg  the  objedt  was  improper,  Itf 
the  next  phice,  he  had  to  stmhiii  t^  thid 
House  that  tb^  measure  was  moat  Ibexpe^ 
dient  m  itiftelf«    The  ol^t  of  the  «bt  of. 
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0ile«  Abchfti^  by  a  pfidtiiitig  liivfyofi 
and  it  wfts  a  tfrtual  ref^al  of  tfaiB  pur^is 
Uf  require  the  sfaerliis  j^ennanamly  to 
ralte  in  the  eouhtry,  «t  a  diMkiiea  &aM 
Am^  ctfdfts  df  1aw4  Thtf  dtA  bodndia 
^MhArsisved  of  giVibff  b[Ai}0»lf  cm  Wriltmi 
at^omettU ;  abd  it  wib  6f  little  cooscm 
queivee  to  the  hVges  #hethe^  thte  bberitf' 
read  thoM)  (^t)ert  at  Bdiabut^h  ^yt  eIge<A 
where.    There  wei-e  tie  titit  oausM  tHed 

Sr  vii^  a&ce  d^batei ;  and  wfili  regard  to 
lasgoir  In  parti<iu<ar,  If  theK  w6fe  ft 
greater  aiimber  of  importaflt  qde«tk>fig 
aritiDg  there  thaii  elsewhere,  It  was  of  thd 
More  conseqiienee  to  hare  a  good  lawyer 
mid  not  a  eountry  gentteman  x6  d^idd 
tftetn.  Ad  to  the  driminal  d^jmrtmeht^  it 
was  said,  that  there  was  a  grebt  Acctt- 
anilation  of  btnineiM  of  that  Mtt  at 
Glasgow.  It  did  not  fbllow  that  the  jplati 
proposed  was  the  best  kay  to  dis{>08e  of 
It.  But  th«  Act  WaiS  ^^^  all  the  crimitial 
busiftes^  Within  the  6fiy  of  Qlasgow  was 
conducted  by  the  cnagistrates  In  thd 
Burgh  CouH,'  who  had  dona  th^n^elvea 
itiudh  tredit  by  thoh*  toodo  df  dMhargIng 
^at  doty,  like  eomwiMdonof^  oik  Soou 
eoorta  of  jostSeo  Oortkinly  bad  not  had 
tllii  ftOt  in  rJeW^  #heii  they  re^ioHM  that 
LanarkshM  shoold  be  an  oitoeption  frodi 
the  other  counties.  They  \tA  giren  an 
opinion  on  tfho  gedertd  pHnoipIOi  in  tkv^t 
of  the  View  of  the  subjeot  tnalntalned  by 
th^  petltioOffrsi  sfnd  theA  they  went  on  to 
reeointnend  |a  bti6teeditig  at  Glasgow  at 
i^atiance  ^^h  this  principlo«  The  recent 
distui1»andss  at  Glasgow  had  baen  ibanded 
on  as  dn  a^gumoni  m  this  vne^urev  Bat 
ifthe^wt^ref  to  l(*gislatd  fbr  iiic^omer^ 
g(«ncies>  'they«h0(ild  bdr&ke  tiro  resident 
sherHKi  mstdad  of  ono«  Fivo  sherfffif  wofe 
actually  a^btfed  av  tlut  tithes  and  it  was 
It  necdssatir  tne&MiM  to  preitdnt  the  groat 
mttibei  or  por^ona  apprehoaded  frotn 
Being  t'  l^tit  tiino  d^iafoed  ^Ithoot  exa-* 
mination.  The  lord  OdVo^te  Of  Scotland 
wan  at  ^M  (tufeVesidant  iti  (Hoagow,  but 
ha  CoAcdved  there  ^iA  one  leariaod  person 
oh  tho  Treasbry  bench,  who  would  agree 
#{^  htrb,  that  it  wa^  not  ddsirable  to 
Make  that  olBcer  permanently  resident  in 
Glasgow.  He  conceliM  it  out  of  0e 
^destfOn  to  legislate  M  Mich  einer^dn^ 
ciM.  The  fkct  was»  that  the  sheriff  Of 
dVerjr  county  Was  al#ieljr8  ib  hU  county  at 
^udl  tnnesr.  Hd  was  UOWllliOg  to  fktigOO 
thte  House  by  *ayidg  mbi^  on  the  Subject; 
HIi  Opinion'  bntlrdy  coincided  ititb  tho: 
l(^irion« 


'  iftir  </v  MMt^oiH$tle  adttfiltad  tliat  much 
good  had  resulted  from  the  adt  of  1748 ; 
btit  at  tho  same  time  he  contendedf  that 
ohaf»ge  of  circumstances  and  mann^ 
night  bate  operated  to  requirO  the  altora^* 
tion  noar  proposed.  Thd  sheritf  Of  Bditi^ 
burgh  was  always  resident^  and  be  wouM 
put  it  to  any  man  to  bdar  testimony  hov^ 
well  the  busine^  of  his  court  was  ctrried 
On,  owing  to  that  permanent  residence^ 
and  he  was  denrous  of  baring  Glasgow 
placed  on  the  same  footing. 

Mi.  Secretary  P<6tl  was  dedd^ly  of 
opinion,  that  as  the  sheriff-depute  of 
Eilinbufgh  was  a  r^lident  offi^^  In  his 
•hrieralty,  so  ough^  thd  sheriff  of  Lanarlc«- 
shire.  That  judge  had  Glas^w  in  his 
district,  a  large  and  populous  eity,  requir<*> 
fng  the  constant  residence  of  this  import^ 
ant  officer,  and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion 
that  this  alteration  at  least  should  be  in^ 
m^odoced  into  the  act  of  1748,  that  iU 
sbenff  should  t>e  a  constant  resident,  atad 
that  he  should  be  placed  On  the  santo 
fbottng  as  the  sheriff  of  Edinburgh,  wbo 
bad  a  talary  of  8(k)/&;  and,  lofhct,  gorelli^ 
ment  were  decidodly  of  opinion  that  thli 
Utdration  shodld  be  »doptdd,  cafe  bdln^ 
taken  that  the  alteration  shoald  bO 
rendered  as  little  indonronient  to  indl^i^ 
duals  as  possible. 

Mr.  Jfercrom^tf  sald^  that,  With  thd 
exception  of  Edinburgh,  Lanarkshire,  and 
Renfrew  perhsps^  he  was  dedidedly  of 
opinion  that  constant  residence  should 
not  1^  required.  Tbo  learned  gdntlemaO 
itdcommended  an  act  of  parliaments 
'  Lord  A.  ItamiUok  argued,  that  thd 
measure  ought  tb  bd  carried  Into  effect  by 
an  act  of  parlidment>  though  fdr  bis  palt, 
he  had  no  hopes  of  a  proper  person  bein^ 
Induced,  by  SCO/,  d  year,  to  abahddn  his 

Erofession,  and  Retire  from  practice  at  the 
ar.  He  thought  ihe  salary  should  be  in« 
creased  by  act  of  parliament,  and  called 
on  the  ri^ht  hon.  secretary  to  bring  for« 
ward  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Peel  said«  tie  Would  bbt  pledgd 
himself  to  bring  aby  measure  t>efbre  par^ 
liament. 

The  Lord  AdvoeaU  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  faculty  of  adrocates  were  misled  fn 
the  opinion  they  had  formed  upon  the  in- 
tended fettdasure  of  goremment.  Hd 
boKerod  that  they  e jtfjpectdd  a  ineasurd  fdr 
making  the  Whole  or  thd  AheriA  o(  ihd 
Counties  of  Scotland  reside  within  their 
jurisdiction*  Nothing  wai  ever  farther 
from  the  mtention  of  government. 

The. petition  was  then  read. 
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Mr.  Home  Drummand,  on  movhig  that 
it  be  printed,  taid,  that  he  entertained 
aertoiu  doubu  if  the  bargain  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  about  to  make»  in 
promising  the  sheriff  a  sum  of  money  for 
doing  a  thing  which  the  law  did  not  require 
of  him,  was,  under  all  circumstances  of 
Ibe  case,  a  legal  transaction. 

Mr.  Kennedy  objected  to  the  point  of 
residence  resting  between  government 
and  the  sheriE  lie  wished  for  a  bill  on 
the  subject. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Roman  Catholic  Peers.]  Mr. 
Canning  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
notice,  to  which  he  begged  to  call  Uie 
attention  of  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
attorney-general  for  Ireland.  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  present  during  the  debates 
of  last  year,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  might  possibly  do 
him  the  honour  to  recollect,  tnat  in  one 
of  those  discussions  he  had  insisted 
strongly  upon  the  state  of  the  law  affect- 
ing Catholic  peers,  and  had  intimated  bis 
intention  of  bringing  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject forward  at  a  uiture  time :  he  had 
since  repeated  this  design  more  privately 
to  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
Nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  wish 
than  to  interfere,  in  any  degree,  with  the 
larger  and  more  general  measure,  which, 
if  brought  forward,  he  would  promote  to 
the  best  of  his  abilities:  but,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  bringing  it  forward  at  the 
present  moment,  he  offered  no  opinion. 
As  the  session  was  advancing,  and  as  to 
postpone  the  notice  until  after  the  holy- 
days  might  even  endanger  the  entertaining 
of  the  subject  at  all,  he  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  statinff,  that  on  the  SOth  April 
he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  SOth 
Charles  2nd  as  debars  Roman  Catholic 
peers  from  exercising  their  right  of  sitting 
and  voting  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It 
was  due  to  the  noble  persons  whose  in- 
terests were  concerned,  to  declare  solemn- 
ly, and  upon  his  honour,  that  he  had  had 
no  communication  with  them,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  present  notice. 

Mr.  PlunkHt  said,  that  the  particular 
measure  noticed  by  Uie  right  hon.  gentle- 
man formed  a  very  principal  part  of  the 
great  question  which,  last  year,  he  had 
lie  honour  of  bringing  forward.  With 
regard  to  the  general  measurOf  if  the  ex- 
pediency of  reviving  the  subject  depended 
upon  himself*— if  he  were  called  upon  to 
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say,  whether  it  ought  to  be  brought  for* 
ward  during  the  present  session,  or  early 
in  the  next,  he  should  feel  much  difficulty 
in  expressing  an  opinion.  He  did  not 
say,  that  he  was  not  inclined  to  a  part»-< 
cular  opinion,  but  nredseiy  he  could  not 
take  upon  himsea  to  say  that  he  had 
formed  one.  It  had  been  intimated  to 
him,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  in- 
tended a^n  to  confide  to  his  hands  the 
presentauon  of  their  petition.  He  had 
expressed  to  them  how  deeply  he  felt 
himselfhonoured  by  being  intrusted  with 
so  valuable  a  charge,  and  had  told  them 
that  he  should  certainly  take  the  earliest 
op(H)rtunity  in  this  session  of  laying  their 
petition  before  the  House,  and  of  calling 
Its  attention  not  only  to  the  importance 
but  to  the  urgency  of  the  measure  for 
which  it  prayed.  As  to  what  might  be 
the  wishes  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, he  declared  he  could  not  with  cer- 
tainty speak.  On  the  propriety  of  intro- 
ducing the  subject  at  present,  he  thought 
that  no  individual  could  arr<^te  to  him- 
self the  right  of  forming  a  conclusive 
judgment :  it  could  only  be  arrived  at 
after  a  full  communication  with  the  friends 
of  the  measure,  in  England  and  in  Ireland, 
in  that  House  and  out  of  it.  For  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  he  thought 
he  could  say,  that  they  would  be  governed 
by  the  sentiments  of  those  whom  they 
deemed  then:  sincere  and  zealous  friends. 
If  those  friends  thought  it  advisable  to 
brin^  it  forward,  it  should  have  his  warm, 
cordial,  and  unalterable  support.  As  to 
the  noble  persons  interested  m  the  notice 
just  given,  be  was  glad  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  given  that  notice  without  any 
communication  with  them.  No  man  in 
the  community  could  feel  an  objection  to 
their  claims  having  the  priority.  The^y 
were  the  last  who  were  deprived  of  their 
rights  and  dignities;  and  all  would  allow 
that  they  had  a  strong  claim  to  be  the  first 
to  be  restored  to  them. 

Mr.  Tiemey  believed,  that  but  one  opi- 
nion would  be  felt  as  to  the  notice  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  From  the  attorney- 
general  for  Ireland,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  he  had  made  up  his  mind  upoa 
the  fitness  of  introducing  the  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  whole  bod^  of  Catholics ; 
or  whether  his  ultimate  opmion  was  to  de- 
pend upon  the  sentiment  entertained  by 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  in  England 
and  in  Ireland,  in  the  House  and  out  of 
it  ?  No  doubt  it  was  fit  to  collect  the 
judgment  of  the  tarious  partiesi  but  ho 
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would  recollect  that  time  was  rapidly 
passing  away,  and  unless  a  notice  were 
given  before  Easter,  it  must  be  brought 
forward  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  sessions, 
that  full  justice  could  scarcely  be  done  to 
k«  He  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
he  did  not  see  from  what  quarter  an  ob- 
jection could  come*  After  the  success 
of  last  year  in  that  House,  and  the  limited 
number  by  which  it  was  rejected  else- 
where,  nothing  could  be  more  encouraging 
than  the  proipect  at  present  afforded. 
The  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  was  now  cer- 
tainly m  the  way  of  knowing  things  of 
which  be  (Mr.  T.)  was  ignorant;  but 
the  least  he  could  do  was,  to  make  up 
his  mind  on  this  important  question. 

Mr.  PlunkeU  saia,  it  would  afford  him 
great  satisfaction,  could  he  give  a  more 
explicit  answer  to  his  right  hon.  friend. 
He  had  not  been  able  yet  to  bring  his 
mind  to  any  definite  conclusion,  though 
he  was  not  conscious  of  haTins  omitted 
any  means  of  informing  himself  upon  the 
subject.  The  sentiments  of  the  lloman 
Catholics  with  whom  he  was  connected 
would,  of  course,  mainly  govern  him ; 
and  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  were  not  at  present  anxious  to  press 
the  matter  forward.  He  felt  that  he 
should  not  do  right  if  he  now  entered 
into  the  question  as  to  the  time  when  it 
might  or  might  not  be  proper  to  introduce 
the  subject ;  but  he  must  be  considered 
as  exercising  his  own  discretion  on  a  mat- 
ter so  momentous :  he  had  {;iven  it  every 
possible  attention,  without  bemg  influenced 
by  any  indirect  view,  either  public  or  per- 
sonal. Whenever  he  found  that  it  could 
be  discussed  favourably,  he  would  not  be 
backward  to  bring  the  question  forward. 
He  begged  to  remind  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman that  this  bad  never  been  consi- 
dered an  annual  measure,  to  be  brought 
forward  session  after  session.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  success  of  last  year 
was  a  strone  argument  for  persevering ; 
but  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  any 
such  conclusion.  The  nearer  he  ap- 
proached to  the  final  accomplishment  of 
the  object,  the  more  tremulous  was  his 
feeling  with  respect  to  it.  He  did  not 
think  the  state  of  Ireland  at  this  time, 
such  as  to  warrant  the  friends  of  the  Ca- 
tholics in  pressing  for  an  early  discussion 
of  their  claims ;  and  he  really  believed 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  bad  ^ood  taste 
and  good  feelme  enough  to  abstain. 
Whether  or  not,  philosophically  speaking, 
the  prevailing  discontents  in  Ireland  might 
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he  a  reason  for  urging  the  question,  was 
a  point  upon  whicn  he  gave  no  opinion. 
He  did  not  think  it  a  desirable  ex{^riment, 
unless  there  was  a  moral  certainty  of  suc- 
cess. If  it  were  successful,  nothing  could 
certiUnlv  diffuse  greater  satisfaction ;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  were  unsuccess- 
ful, nothing  was  more  likely  to  rouse  and 
irritate  the  people  of  Ireland.  He  had 
only  to  repeat,  that  the  present  leaning 
of -his  mind  was,  that  this  was  an  un- 
favourable season  for  the  discussion  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  Bright  observed,  that  the  measure 
of  which  Uie  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
given  notice,  was  one  great  step  to  the 
admission  of  the  Catholics  to  political 
power,  and  should  be  resisted  accord- 
mgly. 

Sir «/.  Newport  said,  that  he  looked  at 
the  Catholic  question  in  a  light  directly 
opposed  to  the  view  of  the  attorney-ge- 
neral for  Ireland.  The  state  of  that 
country  seemed  to  him  an  additional 
reason  for  bringing  forward  the  measure 
without  delay,  since,  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  accomplish  the  permanent  tran- 
quillity of  Ireland.  The  question  was 
not  open  to  other  individuals ;  for,  imtil 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  relinquished  it, 
no  other  individual  was  warranted  in  in- 
terfering with  it.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  Catholic  question  ought  to  be  brought 
forward  this  sessioUi  and  that  no  time 
ought  to  be  lost. 

Miscellaneous  Estimates-^Com* 
MissARiAT — Barracks.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supper, 

Mr.  Arhuthnot  said,  that  In  proposing  a 
vote  for  the  Commissariat  Defmrtment,  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  committee 
with  a  few  words»  in  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  estimates  were  drawn 
up  this  year,  prior  to  any  question  being 
put  to  him  on  the  subject.  The  esti- 
mates were  drawn  up  in  a  mode  differing 
considerably  from  that  which  was  adopted 
last  year,  and  it  became  his  duty  to  state 
in  what  the  alteration  consisted.  Last 
year  the  rations  for  the  commissariat  de- 
partment were,  on  the  whole  estimate, 
taken  at  a  fhiction  beyond  6d,y  and  the 
total  expense  was  159,000/.  In  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  charge  was  reduced  to 
101,000/.  in  consequence  of  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  troops.  The  ration 
during  the  present  j^ear  would  amount  to 
only^l^,  as  provisions  had  fallen  cmi- 
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^derabfyf  but  the  soldier  wou^i  bave  the 
advantage  of  the  odd  three4)alfp^ce; 
tl^e  practice  bein^»  that  when  the  ration 
cost  ippre  ^bat^  si^cpenqe,  (he  public  paid 
^e  e^cei^;  t|ut  if  it  fell  below  ^bat  tum^ 
the  8o]di€f  reaped  the  I^enefit  of  th^  re- 
duction, Th^  charge  for  candles  a^4 
i^ores  last  yepr  was  41|000^ ;  but  aa  there 
^ere  f(^wer  troops  to  be  provided  for  in 
the  pr^ept  y^r,  only  35,000/.  would  be 
oeces^ry^  .Wit^  regard  $o  the  pay. of 
the  commissariat  departipen^i  it  wi^  Uft; 
year  52,000/. ;  but  it  was  now  reduced  tq 
49,000/.  .  Fewer  individnalf  were  em- 
p]pye(i,  j^u^  M^e  san^^  number  of  stations 
wa^  cpnMnued.  Last  y^ar  the  half*pay 
qonnectfdwitb  the  conmipi^rjat  ^mQunted 
to  33,068f. ;  it  was  thif  ye^r  iocrea^  to 
45,284/.  There  had  been  a  considerably 
Mdoction  of  aumberp  in  the  ci  '  it 

cl^partnie^^  fiqd  that   circui  >f 

course  tended  to  incrense  the  I  t. 

There  was  also  some  snpjU  3d(  \» 

expense  of  the  departmenti  oc  y 

the  promotion  of  certain  officers  i  a 

of  tb^  corona^oq.    The  offic  i| 

^ep^rtment  hfid  ferved  their  country  most 
^dHi^oM^ly  pp  the  Peninsula,  apd  it  wai 
IjliOMght  that  ih^y  4e9pr?ed  some  reward 
in  time  of  pii^c^;  but»  IrQm  ^he  year 
18161,  ifntil  tbd .  coron^Ofi  topic  place* 
^ere  had  been  only  two  promotiona*  In 
t^  last  year,  there  wes  a  promotion  both 
iathe^irmy  i^n^  ^^Jy;  apd  it  was  felt, 
that  if  some  meritorious  pacers  w^re  noi; 

Eromoted  in  the  commissariati  it  would 
e  consideredas  a  vei^  great  bafd^hip. 
Four  individuals  were»  thereforei  prc^ 
fioted  t9  the  higtjief t  ,cla(|sr— that  9f  com^ 
missaries-general;  six  to  the  second 
9lass;  four  to  the  thir4;  and  sixteen 
cl^r^  were  promoted  to  the  )fst  c1|ifw« 
W^th  regard  to  the  peofsions  granted  to 
widows,  there  waa  lome  increase  under 
Vh9t  head.  M^ny  individufds  <?Qnnected 
with  the  commisi^ariat  department  had 
ftillep  ifictioas  to  the  unnealthiness  of 
foreign  climates,  and  their  widows  had 
tie^n  placed  on  the  compassionate  list. 
This  next  bead  of  expense  was  the  esta* 
Vlishmept  pf  the  different  commiwuiriat 
offip^  ip  Great  Br^q*  The  expenditure 
for  thofe  oKoe*  U»%  year  wm  16t28S/.  s 
ip  th^  pre^ippli  year  it  W4»  15>280/.  A 
rery  cppsiderable  saving  had  he^n  effected, 
by  circumscribing  as  much  as  possible 
thp  ^vimber  of  UpMrew  who  wer^  qmr 
plpy^.  Wh^n  tbe  atprekfieper'^e^ral'a 
4epfirt;ma^t  W9»  amiexed  to  tbe  Qo<^mi«- 
sarj^t,  it  vias  fgupd  ei^t,r#mely  diffiquU  tgi 
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tfansafqt  the  business  of  tbe  office  wHbouit 
employing  a  great  nuo^ber  of  labourers  i 
but  th^  gentleman  who  was  now  at  the 
head  of  the  commissariat  department  bad« 
Uk:  the  course  of  two  years,  reduced  the! 
number  of  labourers  from  120  to  6Q. 
Indeed,  the  number  was  so  greatly  re-^ 
duced,  that  it  was  found  necessary,  at 
times,  to  employ  extra  labourers  ;  but  it 
wftf  thought  better  that  labourers  should 
b^  hired  as  they  were  wanted,  than  a 
permi^nent  charge  bo  imposed  on  the 
public.  Under  this  head,  4,$00/ii  had 
pcen  saved  ip  thf  JIast  year.  The  last 
item  consisted  of  rppt  paid  for  itore^ 
bouses  at  W.oolwif;h  end  other  plao^* 
Last  year  the  sppi  chvf  ed  was  S^OOQ/. ; 
i^  th^  pr^a^nt  year  U  was  hetween 
S,000/,  and  4,000/L  The  items  in  the 
ag^egat^  pmoun^ed  tp  357,358/.,  from 
which  was  to  be  dfdupted  2^,7161^  the 
m  "  eaent  io  the  d6p6tt 

1/C  :  334,640/.  for  the 

o  at  in  Great  Britain^ 

J  irtment  abrpad  re- 

3  rem  that  was  to  be 

>,118/.,  which  waa 
Kil  revenue  up  the 
J  43,000/.  for  thU 
hrpnchpf  (^service.  It  wM  #tajted  last 
year,  that  it  wppld  h^  dasinible  to  matce 
^^  4irrangement»  ky  which  there  should 
he  ^y  o^e  stprekeeppr'^  departments 
When  thcphservatipn  was  made,  he  said, 
that  if  At  could  be  effected  consistently 
with  tk^  public  servippt  the  alteration 
should  pndoubtedly  be  made*  His  roa« 
jpsty'f  ipimsters  bad  taken  the  subject 
mto  /consideration,  and  he  could .  now 
statp,  that*  though  the  change  was  not 
actuaUy  made,  yet  it  was  decided  op,  and 
tbe  storekeeper's  departniept  would  nestt 
year  be  transferred,  to  the  Ordnance, 
while  he  waa  speakmg  pp  this  subject, 
the  cQpimittee  wo^ld  allpw  hi^i  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  gantleman  at  the  head  of 
the  coipmissariat  had  executed  the  dutiea 
of  the  storel^eeper's  department,  as  ce«i- 
nected  with  the  commissariat  brppch  of 
servicer  in  the  beat  possibte  manper  ;  and 
he  hoped,  when  the  transfer  was  effected, 
that  the  board  of  Ordnanpe  would  take 
care  to  see  the  duties  of  the  storekeeper's 
departmeiU  executed  as  Pbly  as  they 
were  at  present.  They  nought,  perhaps* 
dismiss  some  of  the  pfficers>  and  r^uce 
tbe  chprge  of  the  ea^lishmepl,  hut-  be 
was  convinced  they  could  not  improve 
the  system  which  Mr.  Hill  bad  intrp^ 
duced-    The  dutiea  performed  by  Mt« 
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Hilly  both  in  the  storekeeper's  depart- 
ment, and  in  that  of  the  commissariat, 
were  roost  meritorious.  Indeed,  he  did 
'  not  think  there  existed  a  more  zealous  or 
efficient  public  servant.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving,  <^  That 
834,640/.  be  granted  for  the  expense  of 
the  Commissariat  Department,  for  the 
year  1822." 

Mr*  Hume  said,  the  committee  roust 
feel  satisfied  with  the  explanation  given 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He,  for 
one,  was  greatly  pleased  with  it.  He 
"was  glad  to  find  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  endeavoured  to .  simplify  the 
mode  of  drawing  up  those  estimates  by 
rendering  the  different  items  more  clear 
and  distinct  than  they  had  usually  been; 
There  was  a  very  considerable  reduction 
of  expense  in  this  department.  Last 
year  toe  sum  voted  was  401,000/.;  in 
the  present  year  only  334,000/.  was  re- 
quired. He  bdieved  the  Tight  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  most  anxious  for  reduction; 
and'  he  would  not,  therefore,  carve  out 
objections  unnecessarily.  It  was,  how- 
ever, quite  impossible  for  the  House  to 
judge  whethier  several  of  these  items 
Irere  too  large  or  too  small,  because 
particulars  were  not  specked.  There 
was,  for  instance,  a  sum  of  25,000/.  put 
down  Yor  coals  and  candles  for  the  use 
of  barracks;  and  certainly,  when  tliat 
sum  was  placed  in  a  lump,  the  House 
could  not  judge  whether  it  was  proper 
or  improper.  There  was  also  a  sum  of 
70,000/.  chamd  for  barrack-stores;  but 
the  expense  tor  each  particular  item  was 
not  given.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
these  estimates  might  be  still  farther  sim- 
plified. He  was  doubtful  whether  the 
expense  for  the  erection  and  repair  of 
barracks  should  be  introduced  here.  The 
entire  expense  of  barracks  ought  to  be 
placed  under  the  head  of  <<  barrack  esti* 
mates,*'  and  not  under  that  of  <<  com- 
nistoriat.*'  He  did  not  say  that  it  would 
lessen  the  aggregate  amount;  but  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  have  every  item 
under  its  proper  bead.  Here  he  saw  a 
diarge  for  the  clothing  of  convicts  at 
New  Sooth  Wales.  This  be  objected  to. 
It'woiild1)e  much  better  if  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales 
were  placed  under  one  distinct  head^ 
That  one.  account  of  70,000/.  comprised 
40  or.  50  diflEsrent  items.  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  specify  the  sum  appropriated  to 
each  item.    He  certainly  would  not  con- 
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sent,  next  year,  to  vote  a  sum  of  70,000/* 
without  explanation.  There  was  a  charge 
made  for  provisions  supplied  to  foreign 
garrisons,  and  he  foupd  a  similar  item  in 
the  navy  estimates.  He  was  unable  to 
discover  what  provisions  were  alluded  to 
in  the  present  vote.  At  all  events,  he 
was  convinced  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
supplied,  either  by  the  navy  or  the  com- 
missariat. Provisions  for  garrisons  abroad 
ought  to  be  placed  under  a  separate  and 
distinct  head.  He  and  his  hon.  friends 
had  last  year  pressed  on  the  attention  of 
government  the  necessity  of  removing  the 
department  of  storekeeper-seneraL  This 
they^  recommended  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  the  heavy  expense  incurred 
for  store-houses,  it  being  their  opinion, 
that  the  houses  already  provided  for  Ord* 
nanc&*store8  were  amply  sufficient  for  the 
stores  placed  under  the  care  of  the  store- 
keeper-general. He  wished  to  know 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whether 
such  a  savinff  would  be  effected  in  conse-p 
quence  of  the  change  to  which  he  had 
alluded?  If  a  change  did  not  take  place 
to  that  extent,  xery  nttle^ood  would  arise 
from  the  projected  alteration.  In  the  first 
page  he  saw  the  estimated  expense  of 
ibrage  for  the  citvalry ;  but  he  could  not 
conceive  why  other  items  were  charged 
under  that  head,  and  afterwards  deducted. 
There  was,  he  observed,  a  sum  of  1000/. 
to  make  good  any  excess  that  nught 
occur  in  the  contract  for  rations.  He  did 
not  know  in  what  part  of  the  country  such 
an  excess  of  price  was  likely .  to  occur. 
The  number  of  commissaries  in  our  colo- 
nies he  considered  to  be  by  far  too  great. 
In  Canada  there  were  last  year  78 ;  this 
vear  the  number  was  reduced  to  61.  In 
Nova  Scotia  there  were  22  commissaries.. 
Here  were  83  commissaries  in  these  two. 
places.  There  were,  besides,  eight  com- 
niissaries  of  accounts  in  Qanada,  and  four 
in  Nova  Scotia,  making  a  total  of  95  com- 
missaries in  these  two  stations.  Certainl  v, 
a  considerable  reduction  might  be  made^ 
with  respect  to  these  appointments.  He 
saw,  amongst  the-  superannuations,  a. 
char|p  of  1,200/.  which  was  paid  to  Mr. 
Hemes.  He  had  also,  as  auditor  of  civil 
list  accounts,  a  salary  of  1,500/.,  making 
altogether  2,700/.  per  annum.  He  was 
at  the  same  time  acting  as  a  commissiooer 
in  Ireland.  Now,  he.  wished  to  be  in- 
formed, whether  Mr.  Henries  received 
any,  and  what  allowance,  for  his  services 
Sn  this  latter  capacity  ?  There  was  like- 
wise a  charge  of  1,100/.  paid  to  Mr. 
4  U 
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Trotter,  irho  btd  baea  only  II  Jttrt  ia 
the  senrice.  This  be  thought  a  mott  ex* 
traragant  grant.  It  had  liKeen  taid»  that 
this  diowance  was  granted  on  account  of 
great  length  of  service ;  but  such  was  not 
the  fict.  This  indiriduri  bad  baea  for 
some  years  in  the  office  of  his  imde,  Mr. 
Trotter,  who  was  a^ent  for  stores ;  but  he 
was  not  in  the  service  of  the  pnb6c  until 
}80S  or  1809*  when  he  was  taken  ont  of 
his  uncle's  office*  Very  considierBble  re* 
ductions  mi^ht  certainly  be  effiBOled  in  the 
soperattntrntion  list. 

Mr.  ArhUhfwtf  adverthig  to  the  remarks 
which  bad  fiillen  from  the  non.  gentleman 
reipeeting  the  storekeeper's  depaitnient» 
said,  he  had,  perhaps,  beea  rather  remiss 
in  not  stating  that  arrangements  had  been 
made,  wMch  affi>rded  him  ere^  reason  to 
hope,  that  the  whole  duty  of  tlmt  depart* 
roent  would  in  future  (e  transferred  to 
the  Ordnance.  He  could  assure  the  hon. 
gentleman,  that  Uiough  a  year  had  dapsed 
since  this  subject  had  l)een  mentioned, 
the  time  had  not  been  passed  la  idleness. 
His  thoughts  had  been  anxiously  tamed 
to  it,  with  a  view  of  makmg  the  transfer 
as  soon  as  this  could  be  effi^ted,  with  due 
'regard  to  economy,  and  proper  attention 
to  the  public  service.  He  believed  be 
inight  say,  that  from  thb  time  forward, 
the  whole  of  the  business  of  the  Store- 
keeper's department  would  he  transacted 
at  the  Ordnance.  The  item  of  70,00(tf. 
which  had  been  riluded  to,  he  could  only 
submit  to  the  House  as  he  had  now  brodgM 
k  forward.  Hereafter  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  infbrmation  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  mrght  be  applied ; 
but  at  present  all  he  coeld  say  was,  (hat 
that  sum  had  been  spent  in  the  last  year, 
under  the  head  which  appeaMd  in  the 
estimates,  and  It  was  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose, that  a  like  sum  would  hereafter  ne 
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wanted.  With  fespect  to  the  warehoi 
in  Tooley-street,  which  had  been  alluded 
to^  be  had  erery  reason  to  believe  that 
they  would  soon  be  got  rid  of,  but  under 
what  circumstances  Uiey  would  be  turned 
on  die  hands  of  the  proprietors  be  could 
not  BOW  take  upon  himself  tossy.  As  to 
the  number  of  commisiarles  kept  up  in 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Wttt 
Indies,  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  not  with 
him  a  paper  which  he  had  left  at  home, 
suting  the  number  of  stations  occupied 
by  the  troops.  At  Gibraltar,  where  thd 
soldiers  were  nearly  all  in  one  plaoe^  but 
few  commissaries  were  necessary;  but 
scattered  as  the  forces  were  at  the  other 


places  which  had  been  misntion^d,  Itti^iiM 
oe  seen  that  a  much  greater  number  of 
commissaries  were  csUed  for,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  provisions,  and  stores  must  be 
greatly  augmented  if  a  sufficient  numbes 
of  officers  were  not  retained  to  watch  and 
protect  them.    If,  consistently  with  tha 
pablic  interest,   the  number   could    be 
reduced,  such  reduction  should  take  place* 
Reoiarks  had  been  made  on  Mr.  Herriea. 
That  gentleman  received  2,7001.  forhisier- 
▼kes.    He  believed  it  was  ^ell  known^ 
that  he  had  performed  his  duty  in  a  moaa 
satisfactory  manner.    It  might  be  proper 
to  state,  that,  though  Mr.  Berries  was  no^ 
included  in  the  parliamentary  comrniasion 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
public  offices  in  Ireland ;  he  received  do 
salarT  for  that  duty.    He  ouffht  to  say 
too  that,  if  Mr.  Henries  retained  his  situa* 
tion  as  auditor,  it  was  no  fault  of  his^  as 
he  had  wished  to  reSnqj^uish  it  last  year^ 
that  he  might  wholly  give  himself  up  to 
the  other  duties  that  claimed  his  atteo-^ 
tion.    For  Mr.  Trotter,  though  the  horn 
gentleman  denied hisclaimtoconsideration 
for  long  services,  it  ought  to  be  i;emem- 
bered,   that  his  peculiar  fitness  for  the 
situation  which  he  had  filled,  had  raised 
him  to  it.    Having  received  3,0001.  per 
annum  during  the  war,  he  thought  he  haa 
not  been  improperly  idlowed  to  retire  oh 
an  mcome  of  IttUe  more  than  \fiOOU 

Mr.  Bennei  said,  that  the  Income  of 
Mr.  Henries,  S,700l.  was  one  that  asigfat 
treH  startle  them,  for  such  an  income  had 
never  been  heard  of  for  a  clerk  befol-e. 
He  admitted  Mr.  Herries  to  be  a  most 
meritorious  fervent,  but  be  objected  to 
that  scandalous  prodigality  whidi  gavo 
him  so  large  a  rewards 

The  ChanceUor  cfthe  Etcheauer  speke 
to  the  meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Henries* 
arid  begged  to  inform  the  boo.  member^ 
that  there  were  tery  hw  mteaibers  of  that 
House  whose  education  and  talents  ear* 
passed  those  of  that  ^tlemkit.  The 
lion,  gentleman  was  toot  justified  in  con* 
sidering  him  merely  as  a  clerk.  From  a 
clerk  to  the  Treasury  he  had  risen  to  a 
most  important  shuaUoti,  having,  in  etery 
inttance,  given  the  highest  sati&liKtioB  t& 
the  hteds  of  his  departihent.  Mr.  Herrirt 
to  the  close  of  the  war  had  been  entrusted 
under  a  commission  with  the  mana^meot 
of  an  immense  sum  connected  with  the 
military  ekpeiiditare  of  fhe  ooantry.  Ko 
less  than  17,00C^000L  had  basaed  throagh 
his  hands,  for  which  he  nad  accarately 
aecountedi  and  for  the  dhbursement  St 
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wfaicb  he  had  difolaimed  «U  renuneratibn. 
He  had  also  rendered  important  aenricet 
to  the  country  in  ooooeaioa  with  the  new 
Arrangement  of  the  chrU  list,  and  had  put 
the  accounts  on  such  a  footing  that  no 
siccumidation  of  deht  had  since  occurred* 
Mt»  Trottefy  it  was  true,  had  not  been  in 
the  public  service  so  long  as  Mr.  Herries^ 
But  though  he  had  not  senred  the  country 
more  than  eleven  years,  the  House 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  great  exer- 
tiona  which  that  gentleman  had  made  in 
various  places  abroad,  and  especially  in 
the  Netnerlands.  The  number  of  com- 
miasaries  Icept  up  in  Canada  were  neces« 
aary,  while  our  troops  in  that  quarter 
werp  scattered  as  they  were  at  present. 
To  dimtnbh  the  number  of  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  watch  over  the  provisions 
ttnd  stores  before  the  forces  could  be  more 
coiK^ntratedy  would  be  the  worst  eco- 
Bonnvr 

Mr,  Bmnei  did  not  mean  to  deny  that 
Mn  Henries  was  a  most  excellent  servant. 
What  he  objected  to  was,  that  he  had 
tecelved  the  salary  which  ought  to  pay  a 
higher  officethan  chat  which  he  bad  fitted. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  J^chequer  said, 
that  since  it  was  admitted  that  Mr.  Herries 
was  a  most  excellent  servant,  he  would 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
having  advised  a  just  remuneration  for  his 
aerviccis. 

Mr.  BennU  seid,  it  was  easy  for  the 
right  boo.  g^deman  to  refer  the  House 
to  his  responsHMlity.  Though  he  had 
oflen  beard  of  responsibility  in  that  House, 
he  had  yet  to  learn  what  the  word  meant. 
He  did  not  (mow  whether  the  day  of  real 
responsibili^  would  ever  arrive,  but  he 
hoped  t(|  God  th^t  it  would,  and  that^ 
too,  whUn  tl)9  pcesent  ministe.es  ware 
living. 

Toe  resolution  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
resolutioi)^  ^'That  12^,600^  be  granted 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  Barrack 
department  for  the  year  1822,*' 

Mr»  Hume  expressed  himself  satined 
witls  the  piopeeed  transfer  of  the  stofe- 
kasper-gmeraPs  departnwnt  to  the  Ord« 
Moce.  Bat,,  on  Che  item  of  27,000^.  for 
barrack-raasterfyhe  codkl  not  express  the 
aame  aaaTifaotioii.  It  had  last  year  been 
mficm.  The  whole  of  ^is  charge  hi 
1818  had  bfen  99,100/.  There  had  beeo 
tlMB  no  apch  sum  as  60,000^.  for  akera- 
Siauaand  repairs.  In  Oldham  Btuk  Man- 
•heattv,  bavracks  had  been  built  or  r^ 
paired  since  ac  gneat  expense,  and  they 
ifam  ^ew  mij^.    !}•  bad  reason  to 


oom^in  that  A  return  of  all  the  barracks 
which  had  beeb  ordered  had  not  been 
made.  From  1791  to  1796  the  charge 
had  been  but  ^fiOOL  This  increase  was 
OMMt  extravagant.  By  reducing  the 
aabri^  of  baarrack-masters  to90/.  a  saving 
of  10,000^  would  be  made,  and  this  saving 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  persuade  the  com- 
mittee to  malce*  Hal€-pay  officers  would 
be  glad  to  take  the  situaUon.  But  per- 
sons had  been  appointed  who  had  never 
been  connected  with  the  army.  He  had 
last  year  pointed  out  an  instance  of  k 
linen-draper  who  was  a  barrack^master. 
This  yeiir  he  found  an  ironmonger  a  bar- 
rack master.  Upon  the  vote  for  barrack* 
masters,  then,  he  proposed  a  reduction  of 
10,000/.  With  respect  to  the  next  item 
of  60^000/.,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  so  large  a  sum  of  money  was  ill  applied 
in  the  repairs  of  barracks.  It  would  be 
better  bv  far  to  let  the  barracks  go  to 
rain,  and  to  build  new  ones,  if  ever  (which 
Heaven  forbid)  they  should  be  wanteds 
One  half,  at  leasts  of  the  60,000/. 
m%htbe  dispensed  with;  and  certainly 
one  half  of  the  diarge  might  be  saved 
upon  the  iteip  of  baitack  offices.  Tbehon^ 
Bsember  concluded  by  moving,  <*tfaat 
111,600/.  be  ffranied,  instead  of  121,600/.** 

Mr*  Arhumnot  said,  that  since  he  had 
been  in  office  he  bad  never  appointed  any 
person  to  the  situation  of  barrack-master 
who  was  not  connected  with  the  army. 
It  was  a  mistake  to  supoose  that  a  barrack 
master  bad  nothing  to  do  at  present ;  for 
he  had  the  care  ot  the  barracks  and  of 
the  stores.  He  had  never  made  an  ap- 
pointment from  poUtical  motives;  indeed 
ne  could  appeal  to  the  hoa.  member  for 
Shrewsbury  to  bear  him  out  in  this  asser"* 
tion  with  respect  to  a  particular  case. 
[Mr.  Bennet  assented.  J  In  consequence 
of  the  observation  whidi  had  been  madci 
last  vear  as  to  the  barrack-master  at 
Haddington,  be  had  directed  inquiry  to 
be  made;  and  the  result  of  it  was,  that 
the  individual  in  question  was  not  a  linen-! 
draper,  and  that  he  regularly  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  situation.  As  to  the 
objection  to  the  sura  for  repairs,  it  was 
iespossible  to  prevent  the  barracks  liiliin||r 
to  ruin,  aniess  they  were  repaired. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  as  to  dve  ge- 
•end  question  of  repairsr  he  certainly 
thought  that  too  manv  barracks  had  been; 
bailt;  but  it  would  be  penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish  to  pull  them  down  or  to 
suffiir  them  to  &11  vo!p6  dacw.  He  did 
not  think  many  officers  on  hal^pay  wouM 
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accept  the  dtuation  of  barrack-master. 

;Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  it  impossible  for 
any  gentleman  to  go  mto  a  detail  of  the 
estimates  without  committing  mistakes; 
and  those  mistakes  were  sure  to  be  thrown 
in  his  teeth  by  the  gentlemen  opposite. 
Sorely  60,630/.  must  be  a  most  enormous 
sum  tor  barrack  repairs,  when  the  whole 
charge  for  bread,  meat»  and  forage  was 
101,700/.  only. 

Sir «/.  Netopori  said,  it  appeared  as  if 
there  was  no  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the 
barrack  department.  He  observed  a  sum 
of  10,000/.  for  repairs  in  the  last  year, 
though  they  appeared  to  be  of  a  tem- 
porary nature,  and  though  the  particulars 
of  the  charges  were  not  t^Ton. 

Mr.  Arbuihnci  said,  that  no  consider- 
able expense  was  ever  incurred  without 
the  approbation  of  the  Treasury.  He 
was  not  able  to  give  the  particulars  of  the 
sum  alluded  to,  on  account  of  the  illness 
of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  barrack 
denartment. 

Mr.  R.  Smith  thought  the  circumstance 
just  mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  an  irresistible  argument  in  favour 
of  the  amendment.  The  expenditure  of 
the  last  year  was  in  general  a  guide  for 
that  oftbeoresent;  and  as  the  10,000/. 
in  question  had  been  laid  out  for  extraor- 
dinary repairs,  it  was  not  likely  that  a 
similar  sum  would  be  required  tins  year. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  said,  that  as  there  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  be  some  foundation  for 
the  argument  that  the  repairs  in  question 
were  extraordinary,  and  as  he  was,  for 
the  reasons  he  had  mentioned,  not  able 
to  give  the  committee  the  particulars  of 
it,  he  would  not  press  the  vote,  but  would 
agree  that  the  10,000/.  should  be  deducted 
from  the  proposed  vote. 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  that  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Atnerdeen, 
was  intended  as  a  reduction  of  the  idlow- 
ances  to  barrack-masters,  and  was  there- 
fore not  touched  by  the  concession  which 
had  just  been  made.  With  regard  to  the 
present  vote,  he  really  thou^t  that  as 
much  as  40,000/.  ought  to  be  taken  off; 
10,000/.  from  the  salaries,  and  80,000/. 
from  the  repairs.  The  barracks  at  Man- 
chester and  Oldham  were  perfectly  use- 
less, and  were  admitted  to  be  so;  and  as 
for  (he  barrack  in  the  Regent*s-park,  it 
was  erected  in  a  most  inconvenient  situa- 
tion, and  was  damp  and  unhealthy.  He 
objected  also  to  the  allowance  of  a  horse 
and  barrack  carriage,  for  &id\  barrack- 
master. 
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Mr.  ArbtUkmH  said,  he  understood.  |be  . 
object  of  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen 
was  merely  to  take  10,000/.  from  the 
vote,  and  to  that  he  had.  consented ;  but 
he  could  not  agree  to  any  further  reduc- 
tion. Several  barracks  had  beoi  eiyen 
up^  and  among  them  those  at  Slan- 
cbester. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  had  last  year 
opposed  the  grant  for  the  liarracks  at 
Manchester,  and  his  arguments  had  failed 
in  convincing  the  House.  Now,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  barracks  were  given  up, 
and  the  money  was  lost  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  said,  it  was  only  Uie 
tdhiporary  barracks  at  Manchester  ta 
which  he  had  alluded.  Those  of  a  per- 
manent nature  were  retained. 

The  resolution  as  amended  to  111,600/. 
was  then  agreed  to.  On  the  resdution, 
**  That  40,000/.  be  granted  for  the  expense 
of  Works  and  Repairs  of  Public  Build- 
ings," Mr.  Alderman  Wood  moved  that 
the  consideration  of  the  vote  be  postponed. 
Upon  this  the  committee  divided :  For  the 
Amendment,  SS;  Against  it,  75*  The 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


Lilt  qf  the 

Bennet,hon.H.  G. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Bemai,IL 
Bright,  H. 
Bougfaey,  sir  F. 
Barrett,  S.  B.  M. 
Benett,  J. 
Chetwynd,  G. 
Crespigny,  sir  W.  De 
Duncannon,  visct. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Evans,  W. 
Farrand,  R. 
Griffith,  J.  W, 
Oipps,  G. 
Hume,  J. 


Minority. 

Hurst,  R. 
James,  Wm. 
Moore,  P. 
Monck,  J.  B. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Ord,W. 

Powlett,  hon.  W, 
P}rm,F. 
Rjcardo,  D. 
RobartSyCoi. 
Seflon,  lord 
Smith,  W. 
Sykes,  D. 
WiUiams,  W. 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Wood,  M. 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 
Monday^  April  1. 
Roasted  Whkat.1  The  Marquis  of 
Lantdcfom  said,  he  had  intended  to  move 
for  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
and  sohcitor-^nend  on  all  the  cases  of 
prosecution  instituted  by  the  Excise 
against  persons  selling  Roasted  Wheat,  &c. 
but  he  had  altered  hia  motion  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  noble  earl  opposite.  He 
would  briefly  call  their  lordships'  atten- 
tion to  the  returns  on  their  table.  It  ap^ 
peered  from  them  that  the  commissioDera 
of  Excise  had  thought  themselves  au- 
thorised by  act  of  pantment*  not  meraly 
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ta  peoiecttte  penoiit  .ch«rged;witli»  or 
•mpectod  of  nrauds  on  the  roTenue*  but 
alto  persons  who  were:giiilty  of  no  fraad, 
nor  of  any  freuduleot  intentiony  and  who 
onljr  wished  to  do  that  which  every  sub- 
ject had  a  right  to  do ;  namelyy  to  sell 
articles  of  food  not  forbidden  hj  the  law. 
On  looking  at  the  acts  of  parliament,  it 
might  be  very  possible  that,  under  the 
opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  the 
commissioners  of  Excise  saw  sround  for 
proceeding  as  they  had  done.  He  meant 
a  techniciu  ground ;  for,  •  surely, '  neither 
their  lordships  nor  the  other  House  of 
Legislature  could  have  meant  that  the 
law  should  be  applied  in  any  other  wav 
than  to  protect  the  revenue  against  fraud. 
The  last  act  on  the  subject  was  passed  on 
tbie  application  of  the  commissioners,  be- 
cuutse  It  had  been  found  difficult  to  prove 
fraud  to  the  satisfaction  of  juries.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that,  with  such  a  re- 
venue as  this  country  had  to  collect, 
severe  laws  were  not .  necessary ;  jbut 
there  was  a  great  distinction  between 
prosecutions  for  fraud,  and  prosecutions 
not  for  any  fraud  whatever,  or  even  any 
alleged  fraud.  He  never  could  believe, 
that  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  give  tetany  persons  the  right  of 
determining  what  articles  should  be  sold 
or  taxed.  There  had,  besides,  been  an 
arbitrary  selection  of  persons  for  prosecu- 
tion. The  board  of  Excise  laid  down  a 
distinction  which  they  had  no  right  to 
make*  They  had  decided. that  persons 
might  roast  wheat  for  their  own  use,  but 
that  those  who  sold  it  were  to  be  proie- 
cuted.  The  commissioners  of  Excise  were 
thus  assuming  a  power  which  parliament 
could  not  intrust  to  any  authority  in  the 
country.  With  regard  to  the  impolicy  of 
the  proceeding,  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  doubt.  He  was  prepared  to  con* 
tend,  that  no  manufacture  could  be  more 
beneficial  to  the  country  than  that  which, 
by  making  new  articles  of  food,  increased 
the  consumption  of  its  productions.  On 
the  ground  of  national  expediency,  there* 
fore,  their  lordships  would  do  well  to 
watch  such  proceedings.  .  The  power  to 
prosecute  when  fraud. was  not  distinctly 
seen  was  just ;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
uqjttst  than  that  it  should  exist  where  no 
fraud  was  alleged*  In  tbe  case  where  an 
article  was  sold  o[ienly,  and  without  any 
intention  to  substitute  it  fraudulently  for 
another*  it  was  entitled  to  the  full  pro<^ 
iection  of  the  law.  He  would  coocuide 
by.moWog  for  copies:  pf  all  convictions 


was 


under  prosecuHonsby  tbte board  of  Exds^ 
for  the  sale  of  articles  composed  of  bread,* 
corn,  roasted  wheat,  &c. . 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  did  not 
object  to  the  motion.  He  admitted  that 
he  sawtuo  reason  why  persons  should  be 
prohibited  from  selling  roasted  wheat,  or 
any  other  roasted  gram.  But  the^question 
was,  whether  an  opening  was  not  made 
for  fraud  when  it  was  sold  in  the  state  of 
powder.  The  prohibition  in  that  case 
might  be  necessary,  not  only  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  revenue,  but  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  purchasers  of  the  article, 
which  was  thereby  liable  to  be  adulterated;* 
Parliament  was  bound  to  guard  against 
frauds  of  this  nature,  and  prohibition  waa 
for  the  interest  of  the  individuals  liable 
to  be  imposed  on«-— Tbe  motion 
agreed  to. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday^  April  1. 
Agricultural  Distress— Rats  of 
Imterest.I  Mr.  Stuarl  fTor^  said,  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  petition  from  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land  in  Linlithgow,  coin- 
plaining  of  distress.  The  remedy  which 
the  petitioners  proposed  was,  the  laying 
out  of  a  million  of  money  on  tbe  part  of 
government  in  the  purchase  of  com  in  the 
market.  He  particularly  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  one  paragraph  m 
the  petition,  to  thb  effect:— Your  pi^- 
tioners  do  not  pretend  to  find  fault  with 
taxes,  being  convinced  that  they  are  ne-* 
cessary  for  the  support  of  the  state.  To 
reduce  taxation  would  be  like  a  drop  of 
water  falling  into  the  immense .  ocean— 
our  distresses  are  so  far  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  relief  to  be  obtained  m  that  way."* 
In  that  opinion  he  fully  concurred.  He 
felt  disappointed  that  the  Bank  had  not 
seconded  the  plan  of  the  government,  by 
consenting  to  discount  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
Bank,  by  refusing  to  discount  at  a  lower 
rate  of  interest,  had  contributed  materially 
to  the  distresses  of  the  country.  The 
conduct  of  the  Bank  was  indeed  extraor- 
dinary. It  did  nothing  to  facilitate  money 
transactions,  which  was  originally  the 
object  of  its  institution.  Why  had  tbe 
Bank  continued  its  rate  of  discount  higher 
than  in  other  countries?  Why  was  it  ne- 
cessary to  pay  5  per  cent  in  London,  and 
only  4  per  .cent  in  Paris?  He  was  willing 
to  adoiit  that  the  country  was  greatty 
obliged  to  the  Bftnk  for  their  coodua 
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doriag  Che  wtr ;  lMtll«  oooM  not  avoid 
MaiiBg  yun  k  «•  nov  dobg  diat  wbich 
WM  most  likely  to  Migmoot  the  exittiDg 
diitrot^ 

Mr.  MamuMg  fch  it  estromeW  dificuU 
lo  raply  to  the  ebaervationt  or  the  kit 
lOTilrer,  beoMUO  he  hed  oo  authority  to 
■late  any  ihisff  oo  the  part  of  the  Baok« 
The  hoa«  ineiiiber  had  said,  that  a  great 

Cftiott  ol  the  agrioultural  distfOi  was  to 
ascribed  to  the  conduct  of  the  Bank. 
A  fiharge  so  totally  vithout  foiindatioii» 
be  had  aerer  heard*  la  his  opiaioo,  the 
dsitstis  of  the  agrictiltiiral  interest  was 
oooasioaed  ,by  orer  produettoo,  artsiii(r 
Stma  the  lane  quantities  of  land  eodosed 
d«iin§  the  last  tweke  years.  The  di- 
■eolors  of  the  Bank  had  been  held  op  to 
paUio  indmation  as  being  the  came  of 
agricultural  dbtress,  because  they  had 
not  lowered  th^  rato  of  interest.  But 
the  Bank  had  oo^iifg  to  do  with  lonering 
the  rate  of  ioteresi.  That  w^  altogether 
a  parliamentary  ouestion.  The  learned 
«eiaber  for  Guiidtbrd  bad  eoce  peoposed 
10  il^peal  the  usury  kws;  and  if  that  had 
been^gseed  to,  interest  would  bare  been 
taken  at  lOorlSper  cent.  Anotberattack 
in  wMcb  official  pmonsJMulJoHied  hadbee^ 


mMOA  UBon  the  Bank,  because  it  had  not 
bMBBna  the  late  of  its  discount  to  4  per 
He  did  not  kqow  why  the  Bank 
» to  be  called  usurers  and  extortionefe 
en  Ms  ground.  The  Bank  lent  out  iu 
wMe  cafrftal  of  15,000»00(M.  at  »  per 
oent;  and  if  they  were  to-morrewto^dis* 
oennt  eoasasercinl  billa  at  4  ner  cent,  the 
aseasmo  would  jsot  aiSssd  she  sli^lNest 
haiitft  befBond  that  at  pcesent  exislaag, 
t»  aaj  laMoaoMT  t»  bonbw  money  on 
tweH|pigf>  Money,  to  any  estenti  might 
nosr  bo  borrowed  at  4  per  cent  upon  real 
anoiirity.  it  wnsthebonndeadnty  ef  the 
Bank  to  carry  into  eSfcct  die  detenaina^ 
tien  of  parliaiaeat  to  restore  a  metallic 
MTicacyw  The  chrcnlatien  was  ft  present 
SA;  aMv  from  the  year  )81d  to  this  mo* 
Bseat  theee  bad  been  no  want  of  money 
m  the  Cttontrjr*^  In  his  judgmentt  to  lower 
the  rate  of  mterest  woiud  be  to  fbree 
Brilisb  capiUd  into  the  foreign  funds. 
Wishm  only  a  few  days,  300,00(ML  had 
heon  foU  qnt  of  oar  stocks  and  placed  in 
thasaef  other  countdes. 

Mm*  Sei^ieant  OnsANo  defended  bis  pro- 
pesitJoa  to  nepeal  theasosy  kiwsy  which 
liMMJoesely,  that  the  rate  of  interest  should 
ba  left  to  find  iu  own  level,  lie  had 
bf -aat  menna  abandoned  it»^and  the  men- 
^aiucb  wsia^  oonteniphtiaa  fesia* 


daciag  the  tax  on  Ae  transftr  of  ow>it« 
casesy  would  remote  the  objecttooi  that 
oad  been  made  to  it. 

Sir  HT.  W.  Wywn  said,  he  should  hear 
with  great  satisucCSon  of  the  rednctlon  of 
the  rate  of  interest^  and  wished  to  know: 
whether  the  reductioD  of  the  beavy  tax  on 
the  transfbv  of  mortgages  was  actually  in 
contemplation. 

The  CUncilhr ef  the  ExchemmrnM, 
that  ministers^  with  the  advice  of  the  kw 
eftoers  of  the  Crown,  intended  to  intro* 
duce  a  clause  into  a  bill  now  pre- 
pariagy  remitting  the  heavy  ad  vat^rem 
duty  on  mortgages.  It  would  provide^ 
that  mortgages  night  be  endorsed  from 
one  party  to  another,  on  the  payment  of 
the  value  of  the  eoaunon  deed  stamp. 

Sir  T.  LetkMdge  aereed,  tkit  tb4 
Bank  was  not  the  cause  of  the  agricuharal 
distress,  and  that  the  country  was  under 
great  obHgatiens  to  the  Bank;  bat  oa  the 
other  hand,  the  Bank  were  under  great 
obligations  to  the  country;  and  be 
thought  that  they  sbeuid  not  be  slew 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest,  which 
!|ltsmatdgr  they  could  not  keep  up. 

Mr.  BeneU,  of  Wilts,  said,  the  enlv 
source  of  inunediate  relief  both  to  land^ 
lord  and  tenant  was  a  redoctiotf  of  the 
interest  of  money.  Thekw,  though  it 
prevented  the  Bank  from  tidcing  mere^ 
did  not,  be  apprehended,  preveot  tbem 
from  taking  lesa  than  5  per  cent.  If 
4,0(X>,00tf  .  were  to  be  advanced  Ibr  6^ 
vears  ceMaia,  at  4  per  cent  to  those  who 
had  mortgages,  not  more  then  SfiOOL  to 
be  advanced  to  any  person,  It  w^d  have 
the  immeSate  effect  of  reducing  the 
wiwle  mortgage  interest  of  the  country. 

Mr*  Western  s«d,  the  ministeia  shotdd 
be  swarf  of  the  situation  in  which  agri* 
culture  stood.  The  genttemen  whose  pro- 

nwaa  embarked  hi  that  pavsuit  were 
ebimk  of  ruin.  Be  was  convinced 
that  tiMM^irds  of  liie  ftrmew  of  Essex 
were  at  this  moment,  ifthey  wwve  ceiled 
upon  to  settle  their  aocoubta,  In  a  state 
of  insohreocy.  He  odled  lipon  the  nobk 
marquis  to  consider  whence' suoh  a  situa- 
tion had  arisen.  Had  it  happened  in  this 
country  before  f  Had  it  hiq^ened  m  any 
ether  country,  that  a  whole  class  of  aien 
were  deprived  of  their  property  ?  So  fiif 
from  expecting  this,  there  was  every 
reasoa  to  have  hoped  for  the  reverse^ 
Their  situation  was  one  which  must  con* 
vid^  the  whole  frame  of  society,  unless 
it  were  spced%  altered*  LanAords  foi^ 
tbe  kst  two  or  thre0  years  bad  bead 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IIO»]    RtpMmOi  imtrntrd  SM^nf^tgriailim.    AtMlrl,  1681. 


[I4M 


Mng  n^n  tM  cftfSilal  of  ihelr  tfiv 
nantrj.  To  icompreiiend  the  cauM  of 
such  a  tituatioDv  was  difficult,  and  to  find  a 
rduedy  tttll  mdre  lOb  The  operatidDS  of 
the  legislature  Im  to  the  money,  bad,  he 
was  convinced,  been  almost  the  sole  cause 
of  the  evil ;  for  great  as  the  burthens  of 
the  country  were,  its  resources  were  also 
ao  great,  that  but  f6r  the  manner  In  which 
the  currea^  had  been  affected,  it  would 
b^ve  been  DOW  in  a  state  of  unequalled 
prosperity.  Br  the  change  of  the  cur<* 
rency^  thd  bnrtnens  of  the  country  had 
at  once  been  increased  20  or  25  per  cent. 
Notwithstandrog  the  diltreis,  he  had  not 
Uisd  during  this  session  a  single  petition^ 
lo  present  from  the  county  of  Elsex« 
The  real  cause  of  this  was,  that  an  utter 
despair  existed  of  relief  from  thii  House, 
and  thj^  had  absolutely  given  up  petitioD>* 
ii».  llie  act  of  1797  had  been  a  breach 
or  faitli  to  the  public  creditor,  the  act  of 
]819  had  been  a  breach  of  foith  lo  the 
public  debtor  not  less  gross ;  and  be  was 
coavinced,  the  tnore  its  consequences 
were  experienced,  the  more  the  necessity 
would  be  felt  of  reconsidering  It* 

Sir  E.  Harvey  coBfirmed  what  had 
fidlen  from  his  boa.  colleague  on  the  sub» 
ject  of  petitions*  He  also  bore  testhtuniy 
to  the  great  extent  of  the  distress  n  Essex. 

Mr.  HuMison  could  not  avoid  ex-* 
pressing  his  opinion,  that  if  the  Bank 
could  TO  induced  to  lower  the  rate  of  m*> 
terest,  it  would  contrflrate  hi  some  degree 
to  rdease  the  pressure  which  gentlemen 
so  bitterly  lamented.  Whoiit  was  said 
that  it  had  lent  15  millions  to  the  public 
at  S  per  cent,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten 
that  parliament  had  given  the  Bank  im* 
portant  and  exdosive  privileges.  If  the 
ordinary  rate  of  interest  was  elsewhere 
under  5  per  cent,  he  ceold  not  understand 
why  the  Bank  should  i^eAne  to  discount  on 
good  securities  at  the  same  rate,  when  it 
had  in  fact  found  it  worth  whib  to  lend 
to  the  state  at  8  per  cent. 

Mr.  Manek  said,  the  Bank  had  a  right 
to  make  the  best  use  of  their  capital,  and 
that  any  relief  occasioned  by  the  lowering 
of  interest  would  be  of  smell  amount, 
except  to  mortgagees.  The  distress  of 
the  country  could,  in  his  opinion,  be 
relfered  only  by  raismg  the  prion  of 
^l^cultural  produce,  or  by  reducing  taxa- 
tion. 

Mr.  HuMnwn  begged  to  disclaim  all 
right  to  interfere  with  the  afiairs  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  He  had  only  statdd 
hts  opinion  as  an  individual  member  of 
parliament. 


Me.  Pedf«4  oonttnded  that  tmujpi^ 
ductioo  was  the  real  cause  of  the  distress 
and  that  the  rale  of  interest  bad  alwaya 
been  governed  by  the  price  of  the  funds. 

Ordered  to  lie  oA  the  taUo. 

RxPiHlT  XROM  THB  COMMITTBE  Oil 
TBB  IM8TBBS8XD    StATB  OV    AOBICUL- 

TUBB.3  Mr.  Gooch  brought  up  the  report 
of  tlie  select  Committee  on  tne  distrassed 
State  6f  the  Agriculture  of  the  United 
Kingdooa,  and  ntoved  that  it  be  rc»d» 
The  marqob  of  Londonderry  si^ggested^ 
that  as  arrangements  had  been  made  fee 
prinlinc  the  report  as  soon  as  possibly  it 
might  be  better  not  to  iMve  it  read  al 
present.  After  a  short  e<m«eisetioo^ .  is 
was  agreed  that  (he  report  should  be  talM 
into  consideration  on  the  2ftML  Tho 
following  is  a  copy  thereof  :«• 

AORlCULTUIlAt  R^lPORt. 

The  Sblect  Committee  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  Allegations  of  the 

several  Petitions  which  have  been 

presented  to  the  House  in  the  last 

and  present  Sessions  of  Parliament, 

comnlaining  of  the  distressed  state 

of  the  Agriculture  of  the  United 

Kingdom,  and  to  report  their  obser* 

yations  thereon  to  the  House ; 

Considered  that  among  all  the  import* 

ant  objects  referred  to  thern^  noae  could 

be  more  deserfing  of  their  eariieal  atteo* 

tion  tiMm  an  inquhry  into  any  miasvrea 

that  could  be  suggested  for  affordiau^  sotno 

temporary  relief  to  the  distresses  ofwfaich 

tiie  niunereos  petitiooera  with  so  much 

reason  comphun,  aod  whioh  appear,  from 

the  returns  of  the  average  prtoes  of  oerm 

during  the  late  weeks,^  to  be  prQ|pea- 

sively  increastng  ratlier  than  diminishiBgw 

Your  Committee  do  not  Tenture  to  w* 

teraHDe  whether  the  present  state  of  the 

com  market  be  owii^  to  an  excess  of 

prodoctioii,  or  to  what  extent  that  esoesa 

xmj  readi,  beyond  the  usual  and  iw- 

quisite  aupply ;  or  whether  the  nectssitiei 

of  the  occupiers  of  land  cause  an  n»« 

precedeoted  eagerness  to  dispose  of  their 

produce  at  almost  any  priee ;  Dutitapjpeara 

frwn  an  official  return,  t^at  the  quantity  of 

Britirii  wheat  and  oau  (but  not  of  barley) 

sold  in  Mark-laoe,  between  1st  November 

and  1st  of  BAarch  last,  .has  very  con* 

siderably  exceeded  the  quantity  aold  in 

«  Prices,  leth  March,  45.  11.1  the    hkfaeit 

eth  48.  laf  pric^ofsnyt 

9iid  .^^  4«.  lirr  weekte  lliff^ 
tMFeb.  m.   f.)was6aiii7A 
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Ibe  corrMpondiog  months  of  the  tweoty 
preceding  yeanu  Such  an  excess  of 
supply  b^ond  demand  can  have  no  other 
eroct  than  to  continue  the  depression  of 
pricCf  and  increase  the  accumulation  of 
'  the  stock  upon  hand  ;  while  it  is  evident, 
irom  the  |Mresent  very  low  nUe  of  price 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  compared 
with  prices  io  this  country,  that  there  is 
BO  chance  of  resorting  to  the  natural  ex- 
pedient of  rellevbg  the  market  by  ex- 
porting, any  portion  of  our  own  com, 
•ven  with  the  aid  of  any  bounty  which 
would  not  be  excessive. 

Two  other  modes  have,  therefore,  been 
under  the  consideration  of  your  Com- 
mittee ;  by  the  first  of  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  one  million  of  exchequer  bills 
should  be  applied  to  purdiasine,  through 
the  agency  of  government,  and  laying  up 
In  store,  a  certain  portion  of  wheat  grown 
in  tfie  United  Kinj^dom;  and  by  the 
Second,  that  facility  and  encouragement 
should  be  offered  to  individuals  to  deposit 
a  part  of  their  stock  in  warehouses,  so 
that  they  might  not  be  forced  to  come 
into  the  market  simultaneously,  and  under 
the  disadvantage  of  excessive  competition, 
but  mieht  be  enabled  to  wait  until  the 
supply  naving  approached  nearer  to  the 
wants  of  the  consumers  might  afford,  if 
not  a  remunerating,  at  leut  a  price  some- 
what less  ruinous  tot  their  produce.  With 
regard  to  the  first  of  these  proposals,  the 
gi»eral  objections  against  making  the 
public,  through  the  executive  government, 
a  dealer  and  speculator  in  corn,  the  sus- 
picions to  whicn  it  might  give  rise,  and 
the  uneasiness  in  the  public  feeling  which 
it  mi^t  eventually  excite,  the  danger  of 
its  bemg  drawn  into  precedent,  the  claims 
which  It  might  be  supposed  to  ^ive  to 
other  important  articles  of  domestic  pro- 
duce, whenever  they  might  be  exposed 
to  similar  depression,  and  the  universal 
rule  of  allowing  all  articles  as  much  as 

Estble.  to  find  their  own  natural  level, 
leaving  the  supply  to  adjust  itself  to 
demand,  discourage  your  Committee 
firom  recommending  it,  even  under  this 
extraordinary  emergency,  and  with  all 
the  guards  and  qumifications  of  a  tem- 
porary expedient.  But  with  regard  to 
tlm  second,  although  much  less  efficacious 
io  its  operation,  the  objection  of  govern- 
ment o^x>min^  a  purchaser  does  not 
apply,  as  individuals  would  in  this  case 
act  for  themselves,  and  according  to  their 
own  discretion,  the  government  interfer- 
ing no  otherwise  than  by  making  advances 


upon  the  comaM>di^  deposited,  which 
would  be  repaid,  with  a  low  rate  of  in- 
terest, as  soon  as  the  article  should  be 
brought  to  market.  For  effecting  this  ob- 
ject, two  different  modes  have  been  sug- 
gested,"  by  one  of  which  it  was  proposed, 
that  when  the  weekly  average  price  ia 
under  5Ss*  (the  import-scale  remaining  at 
present)  wheat  should  be  stored,  subject 
to  a  monthly  allowance  of  sixpence  per 
quarter,  until  the  average  price  should 
reach  QS$.  Tlie  whole  quantity  not  to 
exceed  600,(XX)  quarters,  and  the  time 
for  which  the  allowance  should  be  payable 
not  to  exceed  12  or  18  months.  Not 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  quarters, 
nor  less  than  another  specified  number  of 
(|uarters,  to  be  stored  on  the  part  of  any 
individual  or  firm.  The  owner  of  the 
com  so  deposited  to  he  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw it  at  any  time,  waving  his  claim  to 
allowance,  or  refunding  it. 

The  other  proposition  was,  that  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  glut  which  at 
present  pressea  upon  the  grain  market, 
the  government,  whenever  the  average 
price  of  wheat  ahall  be  under  60f.  should 
grant  advances  of  monej^  upon  such  corn 
of  the  growth  of  the  United  Kingdom,  aa 
should  be  deposited  in  fit  and  proper 
warehouses  upon  the  river  Thames,  and 
in  the  ports  to  be  heieafter  specified,  to 
an  extent  not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  the 
market  value  of  such  corn ;  the  quality  of 
the  com  and  the  fitness  of  the  warehousea 
to  be  approved  of  by  officers  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  government.  The  loan  to 
be  at  the  rate  of  3  per  ceni  and  the  pe« 
riod  of  deposit  not  to  exceed  12  months. 
The  com  to  be  withdrawn  at  the  will  of 
the  depositor,  upon  payment  df  the 
interest,  warehouse  rent,  and  other 
chaittes.  The  sum  of  one  million  so  ap- 
plieo,  would  probably  be  fully  adequate 
to  ^ive  a  temporary  check  to  the  excess 
which  is  continually  poured  into  the  al- 
ready overstocked  market.  If  the  House 
should  be  inclined  to  agree  with  your 
Committee  in  countenancing  the  latter 
of  these  propositions,  it  is  evident  that  it 
ought  to  lead  to  some  immediate  pro*, 
ceedmg:  and  although  no  very  great  ef-. 
feet  can  be  contemplated  from  adopting 
it,  its  operation,  as  far  as  it  may  extend^ 
can  hardly  fail  to  afford  some  temporary 
relief. 

There  is  another  me^ure  also  to  which 
it  is  fit  to  call,  the  early  attention  of  the . 
House.    The  foreign  grain  and  flour  of 
all  sorts  in  different  warehouses  under  the 
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king's  lodcy  appear*  to  bare  amounted  on 
the  5th  January  last  to  897»186  quarters ; 
with  regard  to  which,  although  there  is 
little  probability  that  it  can  soon  come 
into  competition  WHh  our  home  (>roducei 
yet  it  still  hangs  over  the  market  in  a  for- 
midable masS)  ready  to  be  poured  in  at 
once,  creating  no  small  degree  of  panic 
as  to  its  future  operation,  and  invested 
with  a  sort  of  claim  (which  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance)  to  be  brought  out  free 
from  duty,  whenever  tlie  ports  shall  be 
opened  under  the  existin^^  law,  eveii  sup- 
posing any  duty  shall  be  imposed  by  par- 
liament, under  an  alteration  of  that  law, 
vpon  all  corn  hereafter  to  be  imported 
from  foreign  parts*  To  reh'eve  the  market 
from  both  th^  inconveniences,  it  may  be 
proper  to  permit  the  holders  of  such  corn 
now  in  warehouses  under  certain  adequate 
regulations  and  restrictions,  to  have  the 
^ame  ground  into  flour  for  the  purpose 
of  exportation ;  and  also  to  provide,  by 
legislative  enactment,  that  in  future  any 
foreign  com  warehoused  in  this  kingdom 
shall  be  considered  as  corn  coming  from 
abroad,  and  subject  to  all  such  duties  and 
regulations  as  are  or  may  from  time  to 
time  be  imposed  upon  com  coming  di- 
rect! v  from  a  foreign  port.  A  proposition 
which  was  submitted  to  your  Committee, 
for  advancing  loans  to  parishes  on  the 
credit  of  the  rates,  appeared  to  be  at- 
tended with  so  many  difficulties,  and  to 
be  so  little  applicable  to  the  purpose  of 
alleviating  the  distresses  which  are  com* 
plained  of,  that  they  do  not  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  enter  into  any  examination  of 
it,  nor  to  lay  it  before  the  House. 

Much  as  your  Committee  lament,  that 
so  little  prospect  of  immediate  relief  can 
be  held  out  to  the  urgent  distresses  which 
have  been  submitted  to  their  anxious  con- 
sideration, tliey  think  it  material  to  ob- 
viate and  counteract  any  unfounded  alarm 
which  may  have  been,  either  casually  or 
industriously,  circulated,  that  there  was 
ever  the  least  intention  entertained  by 
your  Committee  of  rendering  the  present 
condition  of  the  British  cultivators  worse 
than  it  is  under  the  existing  law;  and 
they  therefore  submit,  with  great  confi- 
dence, to  the  House,  that  the  act  of  the 
55th  of  the  late  king,  c  26,  whidi  regu- 
lates the  importation  of  foreign  corn, 
ought  to  continue  in  force  until  the  ave- 
rage price  of  wheat  shall  be  80i.  per 
quarter,  and  other  kinds  of  grain  in  pro- 

Sortion.    It  is  impossible  to  carry  protect 
ion  further  than  monopoly ;  and  it  can* 
VOL.  VI. 


not  be  denied^  that  this  monopoly  th« 
British  grower  has  possessed  for  mor^ 
than  three  years,  that  is,  ever  since  Fe« 
bmary  1819,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ill-timed  and  unnecessary  importation  of 
somewhat  more  than  700,000  Quarters  of 
oau,  which  took  place  during  the  summer 
of  182Q.  It  must  be  considered  further, 
that  this  orotection,  in  consequence  of  the 
bcreasea  value  of  our  currency,  and  the 
present  state  of  the  supply  of  com  com* 
bined  with  the  prospect  of  an  early  harvest^ 
may,  in  all  probability,  remain  uninter- 
rupted for  a  very  considerable  time  to 
come.  But  for  the  purpose  of  obviating 
the  dangers  in  which  thif  law  can  hardlv 
fiiil,  sooner  or  later,  to  involve  the  culti* 
vators  of  the  soil,  and  in  copformity  to 
the  reasoning  contained  in  the  report  of  • 
the  committee  of  the  last  session  upon 
the  same  subject,  some  material  change 
must  be  contemplated ;  your  Committee* 
therefore,  cannot  avoid  sugsestiog,  whe- 
ther, under  a  full  view  of  afi  the  circum* 
stances,  it  may  not  be  the  duty  of  parlia- 
ment to  turn  its  immediate  attention  ta 
the  rumous  consequences  which  must  fol- 
lo#an  unlimited  importation  and  free  sale 
of  the  surplus  produce  of  the  whole  agri* 
cultural  world,  which  is  known  at  this 
time  to  be  in  a  state  of  glut,  at  least  equal 
to  what  prevails  within  this  kingdom,  no 
less  impatient  for,  and  unprovided  with  % 
market,  with  a  commodity  raised  at  much 
less  charge  than  our  own,  which  the  pro« 
prietors  would  be  ready  to  sell  even  at  • 
considerable  loss,  rather  than  not  dispose 
of  it  at  alL  The  excessive  inconvenience 
and  impolicy  of  our  present  system  have 
been  so  fully  treated,  and  mo  satisfactorily 
exposed  in  the  report  already  alluded  to 
(pages  10  and  12),  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  do  mcnre  than  refer  to :  adding  only« 
that  every  thing  which  has  happened  sub- 
sequent to  the  presentation  of  tnat  report, 
as  well  as  all  our  experience  since  1815» 
has  more  and  more  tended  to  demonstrate 
how  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  a 
regulation  which  cmitains  an  absolute  pro- 
hibition up  to  a  certain  price,  and  an 
unlimited  competition  beyond  that  pricey 
which,  so  far  from  affording  steadiness  to  , 
our  market*  may  at  one  time  reduce 
prices  already  too  low  still  lower  than 
thev  might  have  been  even  under  a  fcee 
traoe,  and,  at  another,  imnecessarfly  en- 
hance prices  already  too  high;  which 
tends  to  aggravate  the  evils  of  scarcity, 
and  render  more  severe  the  depression  of 
prices  from  abundance.  The  mode  in 
4X 
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Which  these  excessive  fflcoDTeniencet, 
may  receive  some  modification  (laying 
for  the  present  out  of  the  question  what 
permanent  basis  may  be  ultimately  the 
fittest  for  our  corn  trade]  appears  to  con- 
sist in  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon  all 
foreign  com,  whenever  upon  opening  our 
ports  it  should  be  admissible  for  home 
consumption.  The  occupier  of  the  land 
would  thus  obtain,  in  proportion  to  the 
fimoont  of  such  duty,  a  protection  which 
Is  withheld  from  him  under  the  existing; 
law;  but  111  return  for  such  protection,  it 
b  no  more  than  reasonable  towards  the 
consumer  Uiat  the  import  price  should  be 
fixed  at  a  rate  somewhat  lower  than  8Qr., 
because  the  new  duty  would  otherwise 
not  only  check  the  sudden  and  over- 
whelming amount  of  import,  but  also  en- 
hance the  price  beyond  that  which  it 
might  reach  under  the  present  sjrstem; 
nor  must  it  be  lost  sight  of  in  any  future 
regulation,  that  owing  to  the  great  altera- 
tion in  our  currency,  80«.  may  and  do 
now  represent  a  different  and  considerably 
higher  value  than  in  1815,  as  measured 
by  the  price  of  all  articles  of  consump- 
tion. 

Should  parliament  decide  to  legislate 
during  the  present  session,  your  Com- 
mittee would  recommend,  that  af\er  our 
wheat  shall  have  reached  SOs.  whenever 
circumstances,  not  now  to  be  foreseen, 
may  have  effected  so  great  a  change,  a 
lower  price  may  be  assumed  for  the  future 
import,  subject  to  a  diity.  When  the 
importers  know  that  their  grain  can  in  no 
case  come  into  the  market  without  paying 
a  certain  sum  as  duty,  besides  the  charges 
of  Importation,  warehousing,  and  other  m* 
cidental  expanses,  they  wul  be  less  ready 
to  adventure  hishly  than  under  an  enth'elv 
free  trade ;  they  will  abo  withdraw  their 
corn,  which  may  be  lodged  in  warehouftes 
gradually,  and  with  more  circumspec- 
tion than  they  do  at  present,  and  will  na- 
turally endeavour  to  feed  the  market  ra* 
fher  than  inundate  it.  It  is  now  their  inter- 
est to  take  their  whole  stock,  immense 
as  it  may  be,  at  once  from  under  the 
king's  lock ;  but  when  they  must  pay  duty 
for  every  quarter  which  is  removed,  they 
will  prudently  calculate  the  time  that 
any  large  stock  will  remain  on  hand  be- 
fore they  can  dispose  of  it  to  advantage. 

The  foundation  of  any  future  bill 
should  be  the  principle  of  so  far  modify- 
ing the  operation  of  the  existing  law  as  to 
obviate,  as  far  as  may  be,  by  the  imposi- 
'  tloQ  of  reasonable  duties  upon  the  aamis- 


sion  of  foreign  grain  fbr  home  consump- 
tion, the  sudden  and  irrepular  manner  ia 
which  such  foreign  grain  may  now  be 
introduced  upon  the  opening  of  the  porter 
under  circumstances  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  and  intentions  of  the  law.  For 
carrying  this  purpose  into  effect,  it  #ould 
be  expedient,  after  the  ports  shall  have^ 
opened  at  SOi.  (subject  to  a  scale  of  duty* 
hereafter  to  be  fixed),  to  preserve  tlie 
prindple  of  ao  import  price  at  a  rate 
somewhat  lower  than  the  existing  import 
price  of  80f.,  and  your  Committee  are  of 
opim'on  that  TOtf.  would  not  be  an  improper 
hmit  to  assign  to  that  price.  That  a  duty 
of  from  12f.  to  15^.  sliould  be  imposed 
upon  foreign  wheat  for  home  consumption 
wneo  the  price  is  from  70s.  to  80^.  Also 
that  a  duty  of  5<.  should  be  impoked  upoa 
such  wheat,  when  the  price  is  from  8Qf. 
to  85i. ;  after  which  the  dut^  should  bel 
reduced  to  Is.  And  that  a  further  addi- 
tional duty  o£6s.  should  be  imposed  upon 
wheat  imported  or  taken  out  or  warehouse 
for  home  consumption,  for  the  first  three 
months  afler  the  ports  open,  and  when 
the  price  is  from  70s.  to  85.  And  forthef 
purpose  of  rectifying  the  scale  whichr 
governs  the  import*  the  seneral  propor- 
tion which  the  price  of  oats  bears  to 
the  price  of  wheat,  appearing  to  exceed 
the  proportion  which  was  assumed  to 
exist,  when  27f*  was  fixed  as  the  im- 
port price  of  oats,  your  Committee  sug« 
gest,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  in- 
crease that  price,  so  as  to  bear  a  more 
accurate  proportion  to  the  price  of  wheat. 
The  scale  at  which  barley  is  e^thnated 
appearing  to  be  more  correct  than  that' 
of  oats,  the  same  proportion  which  it 
now  bears  to  wheat,  appears  fit  to  con- 
tinue, under  any  future  alteration  of  the 
import  price.  The  6th,  7th,  8th,  and 
9th  clauses  of  the  act,  which  regulates 
the  importation  of  com,  make  provision 
for  admitting  com,  metd,  or  flour,  beine 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
any  British  colony  or  plantation  in  North 
America,  for  home  consumption,  when- 
British  wheat  is  at  a  lower  price  than  80^.;* 
with  regard  to  which  colonies,  ft  will  be 
consistent  with  good  faith  and  sound  po« 
licy  to  preserve  the  same  relative  prerer* 
ence  above  foreign  com,  in  the  event  of: 
any  future  alteration  being  ap[AiM  to  the' 
scale  of  prices  or  of  duties. 

In  compliance  with  an  app&cation  made 
to  them  by  several  of  the  owners'  of  the 
foreign  grain  now  stored  in  warehouses^ 
your  Committee   have   akeady  recom^' 
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tiended,  that  permitsioa  may  be  granted 
under  tufficleat  and  adequate  reguTationi, 
to  convert  it  into  flour»^and  export  it 
in  that  8hape»  by  which  meant  tome  por- 
tion of  this  large  atock  will  be  carried  out 
pf  the  kingdom,  and  remove  all  apprehen* 
lion  that  the  quantities  so  ground  down 
can  ever  enter  into  competition  with  our 
home  produce ;  but  in  the  event  of  a  large 
portion  not  being  thus  disposed  of,  and 
still  remaining  in  store,  it  appears  practi- 
cable  to  adopt  a  method  which  may  render 
this  remainder  also  advantageous,  rather 
than  detrimental,  in  iu  effect  upon  the 
value  of  British  corn,  whenever  the  ave- 
rage price  of  our  wheat  shall  have  risen  to 
70^.  and  fluctuate  between  70«.  and  80f.; 
for  if  it  be  then  allowed  to  be  taken  out 
for  home  consumption,  subject  to  a  duty 
of  17^.  per  Quarter,  for  the  first  three 
months,  and  afterwards  to  a  duty  of  12^., 
the  interest  of  the  proprietors  of  this  grain 
will  be  brought  strictly  into  unison  with 
that  of  the  British  agriculturist,  and  into 
direct  hostility  to  that  of  all  other  im- 
porters of  foreign  grain ;  so  that  every 
endeavour  will  be  resorted  to,  on  their 
part,  to  advance  the  price  to  ^0s.  that  they 
pmY  liberate  their  own  stock ;  but  to  keep 
it  below  80«.  that  they  may  exclude  all 
foreign  competitors.  The  equitable  claim 
.which  the  holders  of  the  grain,  already 
deposited  under  the  act  of  the  55th  of  the 
late  king,  appear  to  possess,  will  thus  be 
beneficially  preserved  to  them,  and  the 
danger  of  an  immense  influx  of  foreign 
produce  will  be  mitigated  and  deferred,  if 
not  wholly  prevented.  It  must  of  course 
be  left  optional  to  the  proprietors  in 
question,  to  avail  themselves  of  this  per- 
mission, or  to  abide  by  the  conditions  of 
the  existing  law,  under  which  they  im- 
ported;  but  in  the  first  case,  the  payment 
of  a  moderate  duty  will  enable  them,  at 
an  earlier  period,  to  enter  a  market  over 
which  th^  mqr  exercise  some  control, 
conjoinUv  with  all  the  dealers  in  British 
corn ;  while  in  the  other  thev  can  hardly 
expect  to  stem  the  torrent  or  foreign  pro- 
duce poured  in  upon  our  exbting  supply, 
and  we  immediate  depression  of  value 
which  must  unavoidablv  accompany  it.  If 
the  circumstances  of  ^bis  country  should 
hereafter  allow  the  trade  m  corn  to  be 
permanently  settled  upon  a  footing  con- 
stantly open  to  all  the  world,  but  subject 
to  sudi  a  fixed  and  uniform  duty  as  might 
compensate  to  the  British  erower  the  dif- 
ference of  expense  at  which  his  com  can 
j>e  raised  ftna  brought  to  market^  toge- 


ther with  the  faiir  rate  of  profit  upon  the 
capital  employed,  compared  with  the  exr 
pense  of  production,  and  other  charge^ 
attending  com  grown  and  iropoited  froni 
abroad,  such  a  system  would  in  many  res.- 
pects  be  preferable  to  any  modification  of 
reflations  depending  upon  average 
pnces,  with  an  ascending  and  descending 
scale  of  duties ;  because  it  would  prevent 
the  effects  of  combination  and  speculation^ 
in  endeavouring  to  raise  or  depress  thos^ 
averages,  and  render  immaterial  those  in; 
accuracies  which,  from  management  or 
peffligence,  have  occasioiudly  produced, 
and  may  again  produce,  such  mischievous 
effects  upon  our  market ;  but  your  Com- 
mittee rather  look  forward  to  such  a  sys- 
tem as  fit  to  keep  in  view  for  the  ultimate 
tendency  of  our  law,  than  as  practicable 
within  any  short  or  definite  period.    A 

Protecting  dutv  which  might  at  this  day 
e  hardly  sufficient  to  guard  our  home 
market  from  the  most  overwhelming  com- 
petition, might,  when  .  the  .  excessive 
abundance  on  the  continent  shall  have 
been  absorbed,  operate  against  the  real 
wants  of  this  kingdom,  and  subject  the 
growers,  as  well  as  the  consumers  to  the 
greatest  inconveniences.  Vears  of  dearth 
may  again  make  it  indispensable  to  have 
recourse  to  foreign  produce  for  a  part  of 
our  supply,  although  in  seasons  of  ordf- 
nary  plenty  it  may  be  hoped  that  oiir  own 
agriculture  has  been  so  improved  and  ex- 
tended, as  to  secure  this  kingdom  from  a 
state  of  dependence  upon  other,  and 
eventually  hostile,  territories  for  the  sub^ 
sistence  of  itspopulatioo. 

Your  Committee  have  felt  it  their  duty^ 
for  obvious  reasons,  to  lay  without  further 
delay  before  the  House,  the  result  of  their 
deliberations;  but  they  would  co.nsidef 
that  they  had  omitted  a  most  material  part 
of  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  if  tney 
neglected  to  inquire  into  the  present  sys^ 
tem  upon  which  foreign  corn  is  ware.- 
housed.  Your  Committee  are  now  en- 
gaged in  carefully  investigating  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  thev  will  not  fail  to 
report  the  result  to  the  House  as  early  as 
the  nature  of  their  inquiry  will  permit. 
AprUl^  1822. 

Colonial  Trade  Bill.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  ititb  a'confmittee  of 
thetrhole  Houseon  theColonial  Trade  Act^, 

Mr.  RohUutm  rose  and  said  ;* 


*  From  the  original  edition  printed  for 
Hatchard  and  Son. 
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Mr.  Brogden ;  before  I  proceed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Committee  the  proposition  with 
which  I  shall  condode,  I  am  tDxioas  to 
state  that  I  am  not  about  to  propose  any 
thmg,  in  the  present  stage  of  tne  business, 
which  can  pledge  any  individual  as  tp  the 
ultimate  course  which  he  may  think  it 
right  to  pursue.  The  forms  of  the  House 
require  that  all  questions  relating  to  com- 
merce should  be  first  opened  m  a  com* 
mittee ;  and  I  shall  do  nothiug  roore»  at 
present,  than  move  that  the  chairman  be 
directed  to  ask  for  leave  to  bring  in  two 
bills  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the  colo- 
nies. But,  although  the  question,  in  its 
present  shape,  is  to  be  considered  as 
merely  technical  and  formal,  I  feel  it, 
nevertheless,  to  be  my  duty  to  submit  to 
the  committee  a  full  explanation  of  the 
nature  of  the  proposed  bills.  I  fear  that 
in  doing  so,  I  may  be  under  the  necesssity 
of  troubling  the  committee  at  greater 
length  than  it  may  be  a^eeable  to  them 
to  listen  to  me :  but,  conHidering  the  great 
Importance  of  the  subject,  as  aiecting  the 
Interests  of  our  commerce  and  our  naviga- 
tiooi  it  is  most  material  that,  before  I  state 
the  alterations  of  the  law  which  I  wish  to 
recommend,  I  should  endeavour  dis- 
tinctly to  explain  the  nature,  the  extent, 
and  the  efiects  of  the  law  as  it  now 
exists.  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  do  this, 
because  I  am  well  aware  that  any  one  who 
proposes  to  alter  in  any  degree,  that  which 
IS  understood  to  be  the  ancient  policy  of 
our  navigation  laws,  is  consiuered  as 
touching  that  which  it  too  sacred  to  be 
meddled  with,  and  which  cannot  be  so 
touched  without  riskins  the  best  interests 
and  the  security  of  the  state.  I  trust, 
however,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  show,  even 
to  the  most  timid  and  jealous  supporters 
of  our  former  colonial  policy,  that  if  we 
attentively  consider  the  present  state  of 
the  law^  upon  this  subject,  the  change 
which  I  am  about  to  recommend  (however 
it  may  depart  from  the  more  ancient  policy 
and  pracUce  of  the  law^  involves  a  much 
less  material  departure  trom  its  actual  con- 
ditk>n,  than  many  gentlemen  may  at  first 
iight  be  disposed  to  imagine. 

The  origmal  principle  of  the  navigation 
law,  as  it  applied  to  our  colonies,  ra- 
•tricted  them  to  a  direct  trade  with  the 
mother  country^  compdUng  theqi  to  con- 
centrate their  produce  here,  and  to  derive 
their  supplies  from  hence.  But  in  most 
of  iu  essential  particulars,^  this  principle 
has  beenr  entirely  abandoned  in  respect] 
to  nanyi  and  greatly  modified  |a  respect 


CAmiai  Trade  Bm. 


[1416 


to  the  remainder  of  our  fbrrign  poisee^ 
sions.  If  we  look  to  the  dominions  of 
England  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  we 
shall  find,  that  however  wise  or  bene* 
ficial  the  restrictive  system  may  have  been 
in  its  original  adoption  (and  I  by  no 
means  question  either  its  abstract  wisdom, 
or  its  practical  utility  at  diat  period  of  out 
history ) ,  itbas,  nevertheless,  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world,  been  entirely  and  systematic 
cally  abandoned.  The  trade  m  Ceyk«; 
of  the  Mauritius,  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  is  at  this  moment  comparatively 
free :  the  trade  of  the  East  India  Com- 

Sany's  territories  has  never  been  shackled 
y  the  peculiar  restrictions  of  the  Naviga* 
tion  laws,  and  in  our  own  days  has  received 
great  additional  freedom  and  extension: 
we  have  not  deemed  it  prudent,  or  even 
practicable  to  apply  to  possessions  of  such 
vast  extent,  sucn  adense  population,  such 
abundant  resources,  such  fadutiesfor  active 
commerce,  and  such  means  of  circulating 
and  promoting  wealth,  a  principle  of  m- 
teroatic  restraint.— And  who  will  say  that 
the  interests  of  either  of  commerce  or  of 
navigationhavesoffered;  or  rather  who  will 
deny  that  they  have  materiidly  benefitedby 
the  freedom  which  they  have  thus  en«> 
joyed  ? 

But  even  if  we  look  to  the  Western 
Hemisphere  to  which  the  present  question 
more  immediately  applies,  and  if  we  exa* 
mine  the  kiws  which  now  regulate  its  com- 
merce, even  there  the  committee  will  per* 
ceive  that  the  rigid  application  of  our 
ancient  colonial  policjr  is  no  longer  in  ex- 
istence. The  rehixation  may  have  been 
the  result  of  acddent  and  circumstancei^ 
rather  than  of  design ;  bot  it  is  su£Bcient  • 
for  my  argument  to  show  that  the  change 
has  actually  taken  place.  So  far  firom  our 
West  Indian  and  North  American  coloniea 
being  hermetically  sealed  affabst  foreign 
commerce,  there  is  scarce^  one  which 
has  not  a  free  port  open  by  the  act  of 
1805,  and  vanous  subsequent  laws,  to 
the  importaUon  of  foreign  produce  in 
foreign  ships :— The  articles  which  may  bt 
thus  imported,  comprise  almost  all  tho 
productions  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
colonies,  calculated  for  the  markets  m  this 
this  country,  as  well  as  various  other 
articles,  the  produce  of  the  United  States, 
most  essential  to  the  soccessfiil  cidtivatioa 
of  our  colonial  soils,  and  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  our  colonial  populatiaBi. 
Foreign  vessels  are  allowed,  on  the  othet 
hand,  to  export  from  the  same  firee  porta, 
not  only  various  productions  of  our  cokK 
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iilety  but  almost  ererj  tpedei  of  maniifae- 
tureiHiich  the  ingenuity  of  our  native  arti* 
aana  can  rapply  for  foreign  consump- 
tion. 

But  there  is  another  branch  of  the  colo- 
nial trade*  to  which  it  is  peculiarly  im- 
C>rtant  to  advert— I  mean  that  with  the 
nited  States. 

Previous  to  the  independence  of  that 
extensive  country,  the  sugar  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  found  there  a  benefi- 
cial market  for  their  own  produce,  and 
a  ready  means  of  supply  for  their  imme- 
diate wanta;  the  lumber,  the  corny  the 
flour  of  North  America  was  exchangeable 
for  thesuear,  the  rum,  the  molasses,  the 
coffee  of  uie  West  Indies ;  and  when  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  out  an 
end  to  that  intercourse,  and  brought  the 
rigid  principle  of  the  colonial  system  into 
operation,  parliament  soon  found  the 
necessity  of  its  reUxation,  andaccordbgly, 
in  the  year  1788,  an  act  was  passed*  wmch 
renewed  this  intercourse  as  a  measure  of 
indispensable  necessity.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  it  was  restricted  to  British 
shipping ;  but  even  in  that  respect  one 
qualification  was  admitted,  inasmuch  aa 
American  vessels  were  allowed  to  come 
in  ballast  to  Turk's  Island,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  takinff  salt,  which  was  the  staple 
conmioditj  of  that  island.  The  war  which 
ensued  a  few  years  afterwards,  led  by  de- 
grees to  a  more  extensive  freedom  of  in- 
tercourse. The  wants  of  the  colonies  were 
at  times  of  so  pressing  a  nature*  that  the 
governors  were  induced,  by  absolute  ne- 
cessity, to  take  upon  themselves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  issuing  proclamations  to 
authorise  the  admission  of  American  as 
well  as  Britidi  vessels  into  this  mtercourse : 
and  so  satisfied  was  parliament  of  the 
urgency  of  the  case,  and  the  propriety  of 
the  relaxation,  that  acts  of  indemnity  were 
constantly  pMsed  as  matters  of  coarse, 
without  the  slightest  hesitation  or  dissent. 
At  length,  in  the  year  1806,  the  system 
of  relaxation  was  carried  one  step  further, 
and  his  majesty  in  council  was  authorised, 
upon  his  view  of  the  general  necessity  of 
the  case,  to  allow  the  intercourse  to  be 
carried  on  in  American  shins :  and  finally, 
by  various  statutes  passea  at  subsequent 
periods,  a  permanent  permission  was  given 
to  American  vessels,  to  import  into  the 
ishind  of  Bermuda,  and  into  the  ports  of 
Halifax  and  St.  John's,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick,  all  the  staple  produc* 
tions  of  the  United  states  and  to  export 
aU  the  staple  productions  of  tto  West  India 


Islands  as  well  as  BriOsh  nanufliolarea  of 
every  description. 

Such  being  the  present  state  of  thekw 
asrespecu  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  let 
us  now  look  to  the  intercourse  which  these 
colonies  may  carry,  on  with  Europe.  This 
trade  is  confined  to  British  ships,  but 
it  nevertheless  involves  a  material  de- 
parture from  the  principle  of  the  naviga- 
tion laws.  It  has  now  fon  some  years  been 
competent  to  British  vessels  to  convey  the 
produce  of  our  colonies  to  any  port  South 
of  Cape  Finisterre,  and  to  take  back  (in 
the  same  vessel)  various  articles  of  iro* 
portance  for  the  consumption  of  the  colo- 
ntes:  this  relaxation  has  been  still  fiu-ther 
extended  with  regard  to  the  island  of 
Malta,  and  the  port  of  GibralUr* 

Looking,  then,  to  the  operation  of  aM 
these  laws,  to  which  I  have  referred,  and 
comparing  them  with  that  system  from 
whidi  they  have  diverged,  I  thmk  I  have, 
established,  as  an  undeniable  proposition^ 
that  in  the  Western  aa  well  as  in  the 
Eastern  Hemisphere,  the  lapse  of  time 
and  the  chanse  of  chrcumstancesi  has  aU 
ready  effected  a  most  material  «id  sob* 
stantial  alteration  in  our  policy;  and  I 
cannot  but  be  persuaded  Aat  the  com- 
mittee will  feel  with  me,  that  the  exten- 
sion which  I  propose  to  give  to  that 
alteration,  and  which  I  am  now  about  t* 
explain,  may  be  considered  as  analmeat 
necessary  consequence  of  what  has  idready 
been  done. 

I  propose  then,  in  the  first  place,  t« 
repeal  the  various  laws  which  now  re* 
gulate  our  colonial  trade,  and  which, 
havinff  been  passed  at  difierent  timet,  and 
with  different  obiects,  are  not  only  intri- 
cate and  confused,  but  in  no  small  degree 
contradictory.  The  whole  system  miftht 
then  be  comprised  in  two  laws,  one  rewt* 
ing  to  the  intercourse  of  our  colonies  with 
America,  and  the  other  to  their  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world :  sod 
this  alteration  would,  at  all  events,  have 
the  advantage  of  simplicity  and  deamesa. 

The  next  step  would  be,  to  provide  for 
the  intercourse  which  it  would  be  advise^ 
able  hereafter  to  permit  as  the  permanent 
system  of  the  country.— >And  first,  with 
respect  to  America,  I  would  propose  to 
enact,  that  British  vessds,  as  well  aa  those 
belongii^  to  countries  in  America,  either 
continental  or  insular,  and  bdonging 
either  to  European  sovereigns,  or  to  In- 
dependent American  States,  should  be 
allowed  to  import  into  certain  free  porta, 
to  be  named  in.  the  now  act,  all  thooe 
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irtidet  which  nay  now  by  Iiiw  beimported 
Into  any  of  our  colonies  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  the  export  would  ako  be  permitted 
ftom  the  same  ports,  in  similar  vessds« 
of  all  articles,  the  produce  of  the  British 
dominions,  and  of  all  articles  legally  hn- 

forted  into  the  British  colonies.  Itahould, 
conceive,  be  rendered  competent  to  his 
majesty  in  council,  to  add,  by  order  in 
councu,  both  to  the  ports,  ana  to  the  list 
of  articles,  so  allowed  to  be  the  object  of 
the  intercourse.  I  am  satisfied  tliat  the 
committee  will  feel  with  me,  that  the 
foreign  ships,  to  which  this  participation 
In  the  trade  may  be  extended,  should  be 
precisely  upon  the  same  •  footing,  as  to 
duties  and  charges,  as  those  of  our  own 
country ;  because  it  is  obvious  that  if  we 
were  to  attempt  to  impose  upon  them  any 
distinct  or  additional  burthens,  we  should 
only  be  inyiting  foreign  governments  to 
apply,  correspondmg  restrictions  and 
charges  to  our  own  shipping.  In  order, 
however,  to  ensure  a  due  reciprocity  on 
the  part  of  other  states,  in  this  intercourse, 
care  should  be  taken  in  the  new  Uw,  that 
its  provisions  should  not  apply  to  the 
vesselsof  any  foreign  states,  which  did  not 
admit  British  Vessels  to  equal  and  reci- 
procal advantages  in  their  ports. 

I  BMMt  here,  however,  refer  to  a  matter, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  of  considerable 
importance,  and  to  deserve  the  particubu' 
attention  of  the  House— I  allude  to  the 
effect  which  the  proposed  measure  may 
have  upon  the  cbmmerce  now  carried  on 
between  our  West  India  and  North 
American  colonies.  Every  one  knows 
that  the  staple  articles  of  produce  in  the 
htter  are  similar  to  those  of  the  United 
States ;  and  recent  circumstances,  arising 
out  of  our  restrictions  on  the  one  hm£, 
«nd  retaliatory  restrictions  by  the  United 
States  on  the  other,  have  led  to  a  much 
more  extended  import  of  corn,  flour,  and 
lumber  from  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick,  than  otherwise  would 
have  taken  place.— This  trade  will  ueces- 
•arily  be  more  or  less  a&cted  by  the  pro- 
posed changes;  aiid  I  confess  that  1  do 
feel  that  our  North  American  colonists 
have  strong  claims  upoa  us  for  a  favour- 
able consideration,  oi  their  pecidiar  in- 
terests. Speaking  the  same  language, 
living  under  the  same  laws  as  ounelves, 
distinguished  by  the  same  characteristic 
traits  aS'  their  European  brethren,  they 
have  seoored,  by  their  attachment  to  their 
BBOtber  country,  a  title  to  her  gratitude 
and  protectioiu    That  pH>teaitti  can^  in 
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this  histaoofi^  be  afforded  to  them  in  no 
other  way  than  by  imposing  a  moderate 
dutjT  iipoo  the  imjporUtion  into  the  West 
Indies,  of  those  foreign  articles,  such  as 
grain,  flour,  and  lun^ber,  which  are  equally 
the  production  of  our  own  domiaiona. 
I  shall  not  now  troul^le  the  conunittee,  by 
going  into  any  details  upon  this  part  of 
the.  subject,  farther  than  to  atate  tliat  the 
duties  should  be  so  moderately  calculated, 
and  $0  justly  apportioned,  as  not  to  deprive 
the  people  of  tne  United  States,  of  their 
£Eur  proportion  of  this  necessary  supply, 
or  seriously  to  enhance  the  price  to  the 
consumer. 

I  now  come  to  the  intercourse  between 
our  colonies  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
exclusive  of  America.  This  intercourse  I 
would  confine  to  British  ships ;  but  I  would 
allow  the  direct  importation  into  the  colo- 
nies of  all  articles  which,  under  the  exist- 
ing systeni,  may  be  legally  imported  there 
through  the  inwect  cl^nel  of  the  mother 
country,  or  through  Malta  and  Gibraltar, 
or  the  other  placai  in  Europe,  with  which 
a  limited  trade  is  now  allowed ;  and  in- 
stead of  requiring  that  the  different  pro- 
ductions of  our  a>lonies  should,  as  a  ge- 
neral principle  of  policy,  reach  foreign 
markets,  through  the  sole  medium  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  I  would  permit  them  to 
be  conveyed  at  once  from  the  place  of 
their  growth  to  that  of  their  ultimate  con- 
sumption. 

Tnis  is  the  general  outline  of  the  new 
arrangements  which,  I  trust,  t|)e  House 
will  be  disposed  to  adop( ;  and  I  am  satis- 
fled  that  those  who  have  fotfowed  me  la 
the  detail  of  the  existing  hvws,  and  have 
compared  them  with  the  proposed  modifi- 
cations, will  admit  that  I  was  correct, 
when  I  stated,  at  the  9utset,  that  a  much 
less  extensive  change  will  be  effiscted,  thap 
many  persons  might  at  first  skht  be  dis- 
posed to  apprehend.  They  will  have  ob- 
served, for  instance,  that,  with  respect 
to  foreign  pKOdu^  and  foreign  vessels, 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  end  other  foreign 
ships  already  have  liberty  to  enter  certain 
of  our  harbours,  either  to  bring  or  to  take 
away  a  great  variety  of  important  articles; 
that  the  ships  of  the  Umted  States  majr 
already  convey  their  own  produce  directly 
to  some-  of  our  nossessions,  and  carry  our 
produce  directij  from  thence ;  that  the 
com  and  flour  of  that  countr  v  may  reach 
all  the  British  possessions,  through  other 
European  colonies,  entirely  in  foreign 
ships;  and  that  my  proposition' is  in  iruth 
simply  this^to  lubstitute  a  direct  intei* 
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course  for  one  which  is  circuitoosi  dSla* 
toeVf  and  expensive. 

Having  thus  explained  to  the  committee 
the  nature  of  the  proposition  which  I  in- 
tend to  submit  to  them,  it  is  now  my  doty 
to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  I  wish  to 
rest  the  propriety  of  these  measures. 

In  the  first  place,  I  must  again  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Free  Port  act  of  1805;  and 
particularly  to  that  part  of  it  which  limits 
the  trade  to  countries  which  are  under  the 
dominion  of  some  foreign  European  sove- 
reign or  state/  No  one  who  has  watched 
the  progfess  of  the  events  which,  in  the 
few  last  years,  hlmre  occurred  in  America, 
and  who  has  reflated  upon  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  those  events,  can  say 
how  soon  the  situation  of  those  extensive 
regions  may  be  totally  changed,  and  how 
soon  they  may  be  emancipated  from  all 
dependence  upon  their  rormer  masters. 
The  termination,  then,  of  European  sove* 
reignty  would,  ipso  facto^  terminate  the 
free  port  trade.  But  I  apprehend  that  no 
one  would  be  disposed  to  contend,  that 
the  independence  of  those  states  would 
constitute  a  reason  for  again  imposine 
upon  our  colonies  those  shackles,  which 
io  many  motives  had  induced  us  to  re- 
move. Assuming,  therefore,  that  the  free 
port  laws  would  be  suffered  to  conthiue  in 
full  operation,  the  committee  will  see  that 
the  continuance  of  them,  under  these  al- 
tered circumstances,  would  necessarily 
involve  the  adoptibn  of  a  new  principle  of 
very  ^eat  importance  in  the  whole  of  this 
question — I  mean  the  systematic  admis- 
sion of  the  flags  of  foreign  indepefidetU 
States  in  America  into  the  ports  of  our 
colonies.  But  if  this  principle  be  admitted 
with  resipect  to  one  independent  American 
state,  how  could  we  refuse  it  to  another^  if 
such  other  state  were  equally  ready  to 
give  to  us  a  reciprocity  in  its  own  ports  ? 
Could  we,  upon  any  principle  of  policy  or 
prudence,  make  so  marked  a  dbtinction  in 
our  system,  as  to  say  to  the  Brazils,  to 
Columbia,  to  Mexico,  **  You  shall  be  ad- 
mitted ;"  and  to  the  United  States,  «<  You 
shall  be  excluded  !**  Surely  such  a  course 
would  be  unwise  in  the  highest  degree, 
leading  to  every  species  of  jealou8;jr,  ilL- 
will,  and  irritation,  and  tending  obviously 
to  interrupt,  or  at  least  to  weaken,  the 
harmony  which  now  so  happily  subsists 
between  us.  It  never  can,  m  my  jud^ 
ment,  be  prudent  for  this  country  to  make 
distinctions  of  this  sort.  We  ought  rather 
ao  to  fmxoB  our  regulations  in  commercei 


as  to  show  to  all  nations  that  justice^ 
equity,  and  ImpartiaKty,  are  the  ruliof 
pnnaples  of  our  conduct. 
^  I  am  now  desirous  of  callmff  the  atten« 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  mode  io 
which  this  question  is  affected  by  the  actual 
state  of  foreign  possessions  in  the  western 
world.  In  former  times,  the  policy  of  all 
the  European  possessors  of  distant  terri- 
tories led  them  to  the  establishment,  and 
to  the  maintenance  of  restrictions  as  rigid 
as  our  own.  But  the  force  of  events,  and 
the  imperceptible  lapse  of  time,  have 
effected  a  complete  change  in  that  state  of 
things.  In  spite  of  the  laws,  the  wishes^ 
and  the  prejudices  both  of  Portugd  and 
Spain,  the  two  productive  colonies  of 
Brazil  and  Cuba  are,  at  this  moment, 
practically  open  to  a  free  trade  with  fo^ 
reign  nations;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined 
for  8  moment,  that  any  external  force 
could  again  bring  them  within  their  an- 
cient limitations.  It  is  in  these  two  colo^ 
nies  that  are  furnished  the  most  abundant 
supplies  of  all  the  valuable  productions  of 
a  tropical  climate.  They  supply  theitf 
own  wants  firom  every  place  from  whence 
they  can  most  readily  be  latisfied,  and 
they  freely  pour  their  own  abundance 
into  every  channel  which  can  conveyit  to 
the  markets  where  It  is  required.  Why, 
then,  are  we  voluntarily  to  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  means  of  meeting  them  la 
fidr  competition?  Why  are  we  to  dog 
our  operations  in  colonml  commerce  wim 
an  expensive  mode  of  supply  for  our  wants, 
and  a  restricted  market  for  our  produce? 
But,  Sir,  there  is  another  topic  cOn<» 
nected  with  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
upon  which  I  feel  particularly  anxious  to 
say  a  few  word»— 1  mean  the  question  of 
the  slave  trade.  England  has,  m  defiance 
of  old  prejudices,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
personal  Interests  of  many,  manfully,  ho- 
nestly, and  (as  fiirasshe  is  concerned) 
efiectuallv  abolished  that  unhallowed 
traffic :  she  has  raised  up  an  imperishable 
monument  to  Christian  oenevofence  and 
national  honour ;  she  has  endeavoured,  by 
every  exertion  of  diplomatic  tdenl,  and  by 
^reatpecuniary8acrinces,to]ead  other  states 
into  the  same  humane  and  honourable 
course^  In  some  respects  her  efforts  have 
not  been  unsuccessful :  but  we  all  know 
how  kunentablv  deficient  has,  hitherto, 
been  the  execution,  b v  Spain  and  Portuffal, 
of  those  promises  which  were  at  one  tone 
held  out  to  us  by  thegOTarnments  of  those 
countries.  We  know  that  at  this  moment 
incessaat  supplies  of  fresh  slaves  tie  an^ 
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noally  pmired  toto  Cabft  and  the  Bradli ; 
we  know  the  facHity  Which  these  suppliea 
give  to  the  extended  cultivation  of  those 
&rtile  sc^ :  we  know  that  the  sugar  of 
the  Brazils  and  Cuba,  thus  raised  thifougb 
the  medium  of  an  unlimited  importation 
of  new  slaves,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it 
can  now  be  in  our  own  colonies,  goes  di- 
rect to  the  most  lucrative  markets  in 
Europe,  to  rival  md  to  undersell  the  pro- 
duce of  that  very  nation  by  which  the 
slave  trade  has  been  abolished.  What  I 
ask,  then,  for  the  British  colonies  is,  that 
they  should  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of 
equality  in  this  respect,  and  I  am  confident 
that  I  Btk  nothing  but  what  is  reasonable, 
Just,  and  wise. 

.  Looking,  then,  at  all  these  combined  con* 
siderations,  to  the  relaxation  of  our  cdo^ 
aiai  policy  which  has  already  taken  place, 
and  to  the  manifest  advantages  iHuch  we 
have  derived  from  it— lookmg  to  the 
actual  practice  of  other  states ;  and  look- 
ingy  lastly,  to  the  connexion  of  all  these 
matters  with  the  question  of  the  slave 
trade,  I  think  there  may  be  deduced  un« 
answerable  arguments  for  the  farther 
change  which  I  have  ventured  to  recom- 
mend 

It  mar,  however,  be  asked.  Why  I 
would  take  the  present  moment  for  efl»ct-* 
in^  this  object  i  Why  now  provide  regu- 
lations to  meet  what  may  be  a  distant 
coiltin^ncy?  Why  not  wait  for  the 
actual  independence  of  the  foreign  colo* 
Dies  to  which  allusion  has  been  made? 
To  thia  I  answer  shortly,  <<  Look  at  the 
state  of  distress  which  prevails  in  our 
islands."  I  will  not  trouble  the  committee 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  the  existence  of 
roat  distress,  by  statements  of  figures,  and 
details. of  calculation ^-*4t  can  neither  be 
denied  nor  doubted.  Jt  is  well  known, 
that  whilst,  from  a  vatietv  of  causes,  the 
produce  of  the  British  cofaniesbas  greatly 
mcffeased,  it  has  not  been  absorbed  bjf  a 
correspoiidiitg  increase  of  consumption 
either  at  home  or  abroad.  What,  then, 
is  the  obvious  remedy  ?  Either  a  diminu- 
tion of  produce,  or  an  extension  of  market. 
The  former  alternative  cannot  be  contem- 
plated without  the  most  serious  alarm, 
Doth  as  respects  the  proprietor  of  the 
estates,  and  the  slaves  of  whom  he  ought 
to  be,  and  I  trust  is,  the  generous  pro- 
tector. Euin  the  proprietor,  and  you  ex- 
pose his  unfortunate  slaves  to  the  horrors 
of  ftmine,  and  every  aggravatioo  of  his 
unhappy  condition.  Open,  if  you  can, 
new  markeu  for  his  producci  and  you  give 
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him  the  best  chance  of  retrieving  his 
shattered  fortunes,  and  of  maintaining  his 
negro  dependents  in  comparative  ease  and 
comfort.  The  planter  and  the  slave  have 
a  common  interest  in  the  success  of  my 
propositions. 

Still,  however,  it  may  be  urged  against 
me,  that  I  antidpi^  too  much  benefit 
from  the  intended  relaxation  :«*««  The 
markets  of  the  world  are  overstocked ;" 
**  no  new  vent  can  be  found ;''  **  all  will 
end  in  disappointment,  and  increased  dis- 
tress.** This,  however,  is  nothing  more 
than  the  common  argument  in  favour  of 
all  monopolies,  and  against  aU  relajtatimi 
of  Commercial  fetters.  It  might,  inideed* 
be  easy  to  shew  by  figures,  and  by  docu* 
ments,  that  this  or  that  particular  market 
would  not  offer  much  prospect  of  imme« 
diate  i^vantaj;;e,  not  at  least  so  much  as 
might  be  conformable  to  the  eager  wishes 
of  those  who  are  sufiering  from  distress  t 
but  surely  this  sort  of  reasoning  is  founded 
upon  a  very  erroneous  and  contracted 
vi^w  of  the  subject.  Those  who  have 
studied  the  history  of  commerce,  who 
have  watched  its  expansive  and  pene- 
trating qualities, .  its  imperceptible,  but 
almost  equally  certain  tendency  to  in- 
crease, are  well  aware  that  when  ita 
chains  are  once  broken,  there  is  no  calcu- 
lating to  what  an  extent  it  may  uhimatdy 
be  carried.  I  know  not.  Sir,  that  I  can 
better  illustrate  what  I  mean,  than  by 
availing  myself  of  the  language  which  a 
greet  poet  has  applied  to  the  qualities  of 
Uie  soul  of  man.  In  combating  the  opi- 
nion that  climate  as  an  over-ruling  in- 
fluence over  the  power  of  the  mind,  he 
saya— 

■     »^  What  aeasoDS  can  control, 
What  fimded  lone  ean  drcomscribe  the  soul  ? 
Who  consciooB  of  the  source  from  whence  she 

springs. 
By  Reason's  light,  on  Resolution's  wings, 
Spite  of  her  frail  companion,  dauntless  goes, 
Crer  Lybia's  deserts,  and  through  Zembla's 

snows." 

This  language,  beautiful  and  poetical 
as  it  is,  as  applied  to  the  point  which  it 
was  intended  by  the  poet  to  illustrate, 
becomes  the  veriest  prose  when  applied 
to  the  spirit  of  commerce.  Give  it  but 
the  light  of  reason  for  its  guide,  and  en- 
terprise will  never  be  wanting  to  convey 
it  to  every  ouarter  of  the  gk^.  Confi- 
dent, then,  that  the  measure  wjiich  I  have 
recommended,  rests  upon  sound  princi- 
ple*—confident  that  it  is  calculated  ta 
promote  the  trade,  and  thereby  i 
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Mtiy  to  extend  the  navigation  of  the  coun- 
try—-I  beg  to  move  the  two  following 
Resolutions  :— 

1.  **  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to 
ask  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate 
die  trade  between  his  majesty's  posm- 
sioBS  in  America  and  the  West  Indfts, 
and  other  places  in  America  and  the  West 
Indies. 

2.  That  the  chaurman  be  directed  to 
ask  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  trade  between  his  majesty's  possesions 
in  America  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
other  parts  of  the  World,  exclusive  of 
America  and  the  West  Indies.** 

Mr.  WUber/brce  complimented  the 
right  hon*  gentleman  upon  the  steady 
support  which  he  had  given  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  but  feared  that  the 
bills  proposed  to  be  introduced  would,  by 
increasing  the  intercourse  of  our  colonies 
with  other  nations,  fiicilitate  the  illicit  im- 
portation of  slaves.  The  hon.  ffentleman 
also  adverted  to  the  system  of  re^stry 
devised  as  a  seeurity  against  the  mtro- 
doction  of  new  Negroes  into  our  islands. 
In  Trinidad,  he  believed  it  was  carried 
ftilly  ii^to  effect,  but  in  many  of  our  islands, 
and  in  the  principal  one,  Jamaica,  it  was 
In  a  very  limited  degree  attended  to. 

Mr.  barham  did  not  believe,  that  the 
measure  proposed  would  have  the  effect 
of  introducing  fresh  slaves  into  the  British 
colonies.  The  planters,  indeed,  must  be 
mad  who  thought  of  importation  at  the 
present  moment,  for,  so  far  from  having 
money  to  buv  new  Negroes,  they  had  not 
the  means  of  supporting  those  already  in 
their  possession.  He  would  support  the 
bills,  for  he  thought  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  do  something  for  the  relief  of  the 
colonial  interest. 

Mr.  Marryai  considered  the  measure 
as  one  of  tne  greatest  importance,  not 
only  with  reipeet  to  its  general  object, 
the  adKlioration  of  trade,  but  also  as  it 
affected  the  Negroes.  From  the  state  in 
which  their  roasters  were  at  present,  they 
were  in  extreme  distress.  The  measure, 
tlieivfoiw,  whilst  it  went  to  save  the  mas* 
ters  Irom  ruin,  was  also  highly  interesting 
to  the  slaves.  The  object  of  it  was  to 
place  those  who  had  abolished  the  slave- 
trade  upon  the  same  footing  with  those 
who  had  not.  As  a  proof  of  the  vast 
opening  there  was  for  an  extended  com- 
merce emanating  from  the  West  Indian 
colonies,  be  had  that  morning  seen  a  list 
of  675  ships  engaged  last  year  in  that 
branch  of  trade.    ^  to  the  navigation  or 
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any  other  interesu,  minor  interests  roust 
give  way  to  a  system  of  great  general 
good  like  this.  One  thing  he  thought  liad 
been  left  out  of  the  plan  of  the  rigot  hon. 
gentleman,  which  was,  a  provision  to  per- 
mit the  exportation  of  British  goods  from 
one  West  India  island  to  another.  This 
certainly  called  for  a  change.  It  fre« 
quently  happened  in  conseouence  of  this 
prohibition,  that  relief  could  not  be  af* 
forded  to  a  neighbouring  colony  in  the 
greatest  distress.  Surely  there  oueht  to 
be  no  distinction  made  between  islands, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  should  all  be 
considered  as  one  family. 

Mr.  FowM  Buxton  trusted,  that  the 
House  would  recollect  a  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  last  session  as  to  the  hn- 
portation  of  Bast  India  sugar.  When  it 
was  proposed  to  permit  the  importation 
of  East  India  sugar  upon  the  same  terms 
exacted  on  th^  importation  of  West 
India,  ^e  answer  was,  that  as  England 
monopolized  the  West  India  roai-kets, 
compelling  the  colonies  to  buy  and  sell 
with  her  and  with  her  only,  therefore  she 
was  bound,  as  long  as  she  maintained  that 
monopoly,  to  admit  no  competitor  into 
the  market  which  she  afforded.  He 
hoped,  that  if  the  concession  now  pro* 
posed  was  made  to  the  planters,  the  re* 
striction  upon  the  importation  of  East 
ludia  sugar  would  be  removed ;  for,  cer- 
tainly, all  the  sound  principles  of  general 
commerce  applied  lust  as  fully  to  the  ad- 
mission of  East  India  sugar  into  this  coun« 
try  as  to  the  sale  of  West  India  in  foreign 
markets.  As  regarded  the  condition  of 
slaves,  too,  in  oiir  West  India  islands,  ho 
had  farther  objections  beyond  the  ineffi* 
dency  of  the  Registry-act ;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  present  opportunity  would  bo 
taken,  to  aeroand  the  correction  of  the  ob« 
jectionable  practices,  in  return  for  advan- 
tages bestowed.  One  roost  important 
pomt  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  slaves 
in  our  West  India  islands  was,  that 
they  should  become  adscripti  ^ebce* 
The  House  did  not  know,  perhaps,  that 
under  the  present  system  the  slave  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  chattel.  A  man 
might  be  bpra  on  a  plaotation,  ffrow  up, 
build  a  house,  marry  a  wife,  ana  have  a 
family ;  and  after  all,  without  the  slighted 
offence  committed,  or  even  hnput^,  be 
sold  by  his  master,  and  transferred  from 
his  house,  wife,  and  family,  to  the  most 
distant  island  in  the  British  possession. 
[Cries  of  **  no,  no.'']  If  not  to  the  new 
cplonies,  then,  he  might  at  all  events  be 
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transferred  to  any  one  of  the  old  islands, 
and  that  was  sufficient  for  his  argument. 
This  practice  was  an  injustice,  as  ^ross 
and  as  enormous  as  the  slave-trade  itself 
]iad  been;  and  the  present  moment  of 
concession  ought  to  be  seized  for  getting 
rid  of  ir.  There  were  other  matters  as  to 
which  alteration  was  important — the  ju- 
didal  system,  the  law  as  to  marriages  of 
slares,  and  other  regulations.  He  noped 
if  the  bills  proposed  were  passed,  that 
the  adoption  of  a  better  course  would  be 
insisted  on. 

Mr.  Huskisson  denied  that  any  thing 
like  exclusive  advantage  was  intended  to 
the  colonies  by  the  arrangement  contem- 
plated. The  case  had  been  opened  by  his 
right  hon,  friend  as  a  broad  question  of 
commercial  policy.  The  advaota^  pro- 
jected was  to  all—- to  the  navigation,  to 
the  mother  country,  and  to  the  West 
India  possessions.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  touched  upon  the  effect  of 
the  proposed  bills  as  applying  to  the 
slave  trade,  and  denied  that  any.  facility 
would  be  created  by  the  free  intercourse 
greater  than  that  which  already  existed. 
What  had  of  late  years  afforded  so  much 
encouragement  to  the  slave-trade,  as  that 
intercourse  which,  through  the  mistaken 
policy  of.  the  British  government,  had 
gone  on  extending  itself  between  the 
United  States  and  Cuba,  as  well  as  the 
Brazils  ?  Had  the  British  West  India 
islaids  been  at  liberty  to  export  their  pro- 
duce to  all  the  northern  parts  of  America, 
we  should  not  have  found  the  people  of 
this  latter  countrv  deriving  all  their  sup- 
plies of  certain  articles,  from  the  colonies 
of  other  European  states, .  which  were 
thereby  inducea  to  enlarge  their  cultiva- 
tion, and  to  import  an  additional  number 
of  slaves.  The  same  ^aosehad  operoted 
to  increase  the  distress  and  difficulties  of 
our  planters,  and  indirectly  to  spread  the 
horrors  of  the  detestable  traffic  which  all 
our  old  and  respectable  colonists,  wished 
to  see  finally  abolished.  We  might  form 
some  notion  of  the  benefit  that  would  have 
xesulted  to  the  West  Indies  from  an  open 
trade  with  Nor|h  America,  supposing  that 
in  the  existing  superfluity  of  our  own 
produce  a  new  foreign  market  was  disco- 
vered for  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  who 
rke  before  him  seemed  to  intimate  his 
lent  from  this  part  of  his  argument,* 
and  had  already  remarked,  that  much  of 
the  evil  was  to  be  traced  to  our  impolitic 
acquisition  of  too  many  colonies  during 
the  last  war.     But,  admitting  this  to  be 
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the  hcXf  what  could  be  inferred  from  ii^ 
excmt  that  it  helped  to  furnish  an  irr^. 
sistible  case  for  the  planter  in  tiie  older 
West  India  colonies  r  Here  was  ground 
enough,  injustice  to  him,  for  relaxing  our 
laws,  particularly  as  respected  East  India 
sd^ars.  The  views  under  which  ministers 
were  disposed  to  proceed  did  not  imply  a 
sudden  or  entire  departure  from  our 
former  system,  bad  as  it  might  be,  but 
such  a  modification,  as,  it  was  hoped, 
would  accomplish  graduallv  the  desired 
end,  with  as  httle  individnal  hardship,  or 
disturbance  of  existing  interests,  as  was 
possible.  When  they  reflected  on  the 
history  of  our  West  India  islands,  they 
must  all  feel  it  to  be  a  serious  obligation 
imposed  on  them,  so  to  shape  our  general 
policy  as  to  confer  upon  those  islands  as 
many  advantages  as  were  consistent  with 
our  own  interests  in  Europe.  The  anci- 
ent aytem  of  this  conntry  was,  above  all 
things,  to  encourage  and  promote  the 
slave  trade,  and  the  increase  of  our  colo- 
nies was  regarded  as  a  subordinate  object. 
It  was.  in  this  point  of  view  that  our  an^ 
cestors  looked  upon  the  West  Indies,*  and 
although  we  of  this  age  had  happily  re- 
ftarded  the  African  slave-trade  as  wholly 
inconsistent  with  humanity  and  religion, 
it  once  was  unquestionably  fostered  with 
especial  care.  This  was  demonstrated  by  the 
whole  course  of  our  commercial  policy-^ 
by  bounties,  by  treaties,  by  the  variety 
of  sacrifices  which  could  have  had  no 
other  end  than  to  exclude  neighbouring 
countries  from  any  participation  of  the 
guilty  traffic.  He  now  anxiously  hoped 
to  see  a  different  course  adopted,  and  that 
parliament  would  proceed  to  enable  the 
masters  in  our  colonies  to  treat  their  slaves 
in  the  way  which  he  was  satisfied  would 
be  most  congenial  to  their  own  feelings. 
Supposing  that  cheaper  sugar  might  be 
imported  from  the  East  Indies-— and  he 
was  far  from  believing  that  a  state  of 
slavery  was  the  fittest  for  rendering  labour 
cheap— yet  undoubtedly  there  were  cir- 
cumstances which  would  otherwise,  from 
the  extreme  cheapness  of  labQur  in  the 
east,  extinguish  all  competition  on  the 
part  of  the  West  Indies.  From  a  princi- 
ple of  justice,  therefore,  and  in  order  to 
induce  the  masters  to  afford  protection  to 
the  unfortunate  beings  committed  to  their 
care,  we  were  bound  to  favour  them,  and 
extend  towards  them  a  beneficent  and  li- 
beral policy.  They  had  a  certain  popula- 
tion to  support,  at  all  events,  and  whe* 
ther  their  foreign  trade  vras  more  or  Ijss 
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restricted.  The  lion,  meniber  for  Bram- 
ber  had  remioded  them  that  the  same  dif- 
ficulties and  pressure  existed  at  this  roo- 
naent  in  the  mother  country ;  but  the  case 
was  far  from  being  precisely  similar ;  and 
people  here  would  feel  themselres  much 
more  deeply  aggrieved  if  there  were  open 
markets  on  the  continent  which  they  were 
not  permitted  to  supply.  Hit  hon.  friend 
must  allow,  that  tlie  existence  of  such  a 
demand  with  the  perfect  freedom  of  sup* 
plying  it,  would  administer  a  very  great 
relief,  and  that  of  this  relief  our  West 
India  planters  were  deprived.  He  could 
perceive  no  solid  reason  for  objecting  to 
the  proposed  measure.  Every  argument 
founded  on  humanity  alone,  certainly  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  in  favour  of,  not  in  op- 
position io^  it.  He  should  merelj-  add, 
that  he  considered  the  proposed  measure 
as  not  less  a  boon  to  the  mother  country, 
than  to  her  colonies.  He  should  be  sorry 
to  find  the  subject  mixed  up  with  otl>er 
questions  of  great  difficultv  and  delicacy, 
and  which  even  those  who  touched  on 
them  did  not  wish  to  force  into  ioomedi- 
ate  disGUSsioo. 

Mr.  THummer  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  the  introduction  of  the  measure,  and 
read  some  parts  of  a  letter  to  prove  that 
the  West  India  colonies  were,  together 
with  distress,  threatened  with  a  famine. 

Mr.  Evans  thoueht  that  some  positive 
regulations  siiould  be  made  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  fresh  slaves. 

Mr.  W.  Stnitk  said,  that  the  present 
race  of  West  India  planters  seemed  to  be 
ioBuenced  by  views  so  different  from  those 
of  their  predecessors,  and  the  question 
now  before  them  involved  merits  so  dis- 
tinct, that  he  was  unwilling  to  thro.w  the 
least  impediment  in  its  way.  Whatever 
was  consistent  with  the  welfare  or  in- 
terests of  this  country,  he  was  disposed  to 
concede.  He  feared,  however,  that  the  new 
system  cpuld  only  be  established  at  our 
expense;  and  it  could  not  be  disputed 
that  the  distress  at  home  was  equally 
great  with  the  distress  in  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Philips  hoped,  that  the  considera- 
tion of  no  individual  interests  would  be 
permitted  to  interfere  with  a  measure 
which  was  consistent  with  the  soundest 
principles  of  commercial  policy  and 
justice.  He  was  convinced  that  by  the 
operation  of  this  measure  a  stop  would 
be  put  to  the  continuance  of  the  slave 
trade. 

Mr.  'Bright  was  of  opinion  that  Canada 
ought  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  pro- 


posed measure.  It  was  unwise  to  throw 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  measure, 
vR^ich  was  calculated  to  give  a  blow  to 
the  remains  of  the  slave  trade,  and  by  the 
progression  of  civiUzation  to  confer  the 
highest  bene£ts  on  the  slaves  of  the  West 
loidia  colonies. 

Mr.  ButUrworih  supported  the  general 
principle,  and  believea  it  would  tend  io 
promote  an  efiectual  abolition. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to;  and 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  two  bills. 

MlSC£LLAN£OUS  EsTIM  ATES-«-S£CKET 

Servicb  Monet.]  The  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  supply.  On  the 
resolution,  •<  That  40,000/.  be  granted  for 
his  majesty's  foreign  and  other  secret 
services,  for  the  year  1822," 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  why  the 
sum  was  so  lai^e  in  time  of  peace  ?  .  He 
could  not  see  tor  what  purpose  this  Jarge 
sum  was  wanted;  certainly  it  could  be 
for  no  good  purpose.  It  was  giving  mi- 
nisters the  means  of  doing  harm.  If  the 
money  was  properly  disposed  of,  they 
wouldf  not  be  afraid  to  let  the  public  know 
how  it  was  applied.  He  believed  the 
vote  was  but  15  or  20,000i(.  before  the 
late  war. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  if 
the  hon.  member  wished  to  know  the 
amount  expended  under  this  head  in  for- 
mer years,  he  might  have  an  account  of 
the  expenditure  in  each  year  for  the  last 
eleven  years;  but  if  he  wished  to  know 
the  particular  details  of  how  it  was  expen- 
ded, it  was  rather  an  Irish  proposition,  for 
it  would  then  be  secret  service  money  no 
longer.  The  hon.  member  would  find 
that  Mr.  Burke  had  not  dissented  from 
the  principle  of  the  grant  for  secret  ser- 
vices, but,  on  the  contrary,  had  admitted 
it  to  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
government.  With  respect  to  the  present 
grant,  he  could  state,  that  the  greater  pare 
he  believed  2i,000/.,  arose  out  of  the. late 
war,  and  was  not  referable  to  a  state  of 
peace. 

Mr.  Hume  did  not  deny  the  principle 
of  secret  service  money,  but  was  anxious 
to  know  what  quantum  of  the  present 
grant  was  given  to  particular  persons. 
The  noble  lord  had  last  year  stated,  that 
the  expence  of  a  part  of  the  proceedings 
against  her  late  majesty,  namely  the  Milan 
commission,  was  defrayed  out  of  the  secret 
service  money.  This  appeared  to  be  aa 
application  of  the  fund  which  never  could 
have  been  contemplated  by  parliament- 
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The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  uud  Uie 
principle  of  the  expeoditore  was  in  cases 
whera  the  honour  and  interest  of  the 
country  were  concerned,  and  in  the  case 
mentioned  it  would  not  be  contended  that 
the  honour  of  the  country  was  not  con- 
cerned. Parliament  had  so  considered  it 
last  year ;  but  when  it  ceased  to  be  a 
secret  service  the  money  required  was 
openly  paid  to  the  solicitor  employed* 

Mr.  Hobhouse  said,  tliat  the  secret  ser- 
vice money  voted  last  year  was  25,0(XM.} 
this  «year  it  was  40,000/. ;  and  yet,  last 
year,  the  expence  of  the  Milan  commission 
had  been  defrayed  out  of  the  fund.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why,  when 
the  country  was  at  peace,  so  large  an  ex- 
pence  was  necessary.  If  the  name  and 
the  power  of  this  country  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  her  influence  at  foreign 
€»>urt9,  the  underhand  application  of  bri- 
bery could  not  be  of  modi  avail.  As  to 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  he  could 
quote  sentiments  from  that  writer  in 
Bopport  of  every  line  of  policy,  however 
contradictory. 

The  Marquis  of  Londcmderry  said,  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  precisely  the 
same  sum  would  every  vear  be  necessary 
for  this  service.  The  hon.  member  was 
not  justified  in  using  the  term  bribery,  as 
applicable  to  the  present  question. 

Mr.  Hothouse  did  not  mean  to  impute 
bribery  in  the  grossest  sense  of  the  word ; 
but  the  noble  marquis  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  foreign  courts  not  to  know 
that  if  he  wished  to  preserve  a  particular 
influence,  we  must  fight  with  silver  spears. 

Mr.  Arbiithnoi  said,  that  a  smaller  smn 
bad  last  year  been  voted,  because  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  grant  of  the  pre- 
ceediog  year  remained  unexpended. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Oa  the  resolution,  "That  78,794/.  be 

S anted  for  Contingent  Expences  and 
essengers  Bills  in  the  Departments  of 
the  Treasury,  three  Secretaries  of  State, 
Privy  Council,  and  lord  Chamberlain,  for 
the  year  1822," 

Air.  Hume  objected  to  the  enormous 
proportion  of  charge,  under  the  head  of 
the  foreign  secretary  of  state's  department 
amounting  alone  to  S0.000/.  Some  ex- 
planation ought  to  be  given  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  charge  had  accrued :  nor 
did  he  see  any  thing  to  warrant  the  charge 
under  the  head  of  the  lord  chamberlain's 
department. 

The  MarqmBof  Londonderry  said,  that 
the  chaige  in  the  foreign  secretaries  de- 
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partment  arose  oat  of  the  Atendve  ear* 
reapondeaee  which  it  was  compelled  to 
catty  on.  The  titct  was,  that  though  the 
ban.  gentleman  opposite  contended  that 
we  possessed  so  little  rafloence  on  the 
contment,  no  political  business  of  import 
tanoe  was  transacted  in  any  European 
court,  without  the  govemmenl  of  thb 
coantry  being  communicated  with. 

Mr.  G.  Bennei  moved  to  reduce  tliis 
sum  of  10,000/.  He  felt  the  less  hest* 
tation  in  proposing  ^ts  amendment,  be* 
cause  a  great  part  of  the  vote  was  not  for 
the  compensatien  of  services  alrrady  per- 
formed, bat  an  estimate  of  expenses  to  be 
hereafter  incarred. 

The  committee  divided :  For  the 
Amendment  19.    Against  It  67. 


LUt 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Beroal^R. 
Bright,  H. 
Calvert,  N. 
Colburoe,  C. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Hume,  J. 
Jamesy  W. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Moore,  P. 
Monck,  J.  B. 


of  the  Minority. 

Martin,  J. 
Mamie,  hon.  W. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Robarts,  A* 
Robarts,  col. 
Robinson,  sir  G. 
Smith,  W. 
Whitbittd,  S. 

TELLSE. 

Bennety  hon.  H. 


The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  resumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday  f  April  2. 
Brsad.]  Mr.  Calvert  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  into 
one  act  all  the  regulations  respecting 
bakers  and  seDers  of  bread,  within  tea 
miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  He  ob- 
served that  the  last  act  on  this  subfect  had 
been  found  ineffectual  in  affording  pro« 
taction  to  the  public;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  there  were  two  ways  m  which 
perhaps,  that  object  might  be  aecom- 
plished — the  one  by  the  sale  of  breads 
like  any  other  article,  by  the  pound;  and 
the  other  by  the  sale  of  it  by  the  price» 
that  is,  in  maves  of  the  value  of  Is.,  6d^ 
Sd.f  and  bo  on.  The  sale  of  it  by  the 
pound,  however,  would  not  prevent  its 
adulteration,  and  a  pamphlet  had  recently 
been  put  into  hiahand,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  great  deed  of  marble  powder 
was  used  by  some  of  the  London  bakers 
in  the  composition  of  what  they  called 
bread.  If  bread  were  sold  by  the  pound 
also,  the  public  could  not  so  immediately 
feel  the  benefit  of  a  fall  in  the  price  oif 
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gnda  ttd  floury  ib  tf  il  were  sold  by  the 
price,  wben  the  stBiHest  advaace  or  fall 
would  have  its  efect  upon  the  mze  of  the 
]oa£  Very  few  persons  knew  what  the 
weight  of  a  loaf  should  be,  or  how  that 
weight  came  to  be  fixed  upon ;  he  there- 
fore begged  to  explain,  that  a  sack  of 
flour  weighed  Sf  cwt.»  and  it  was  sup- 
posed to  produce  347lbs.  of  bread :  fhat 
divided,  and  again  subdivided,  gave  the 
precise  weight  of  the  peck,  half  peck  and 
quartern  loaf.  At  present  nobody  thought 
of  weighing  a  loaf,  and  a  fraudulent  baker 
therefore  escaped  detection.  He  con* 
eluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
his  bill. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  biU. 

Extra  Po«t-^Pititioh  o»  Mr. 
BuRoxss.]  Mr.  S.  WorUey  moved  to 
refer  to  a  select  committee  the  petition  ot 
Mr.  Henry  Bttrgess,  pravinff  for  remu- 
neration for  the  exp«nces  he  had  incurred 
in  the  place  for  an  Extra  Post. 

Mr.  F.  Ptimer  said,  he  had  distinctly 
understood  from  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, that  there  would  be  no  cost  to 
the  oountrv  from  the  experiment.  On 
that  ground  he  had  supported  the  bill  for 

K'ng  Mr.  Burgess's  plan  a  trial  though  he 
never  thought  it  could  succeed.  He 
was  very  much  disappoiiited  to  find  a 
claim  for  remuneration  sanctioned  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  Chancellor  t>/  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  certainly  had  stated  that  the  experi- 
ment was  to  have  been  made  at  the  sole 
charge  of  the  projector  {  and  if  Mr.  Bur- 
ees  bad  been  allowed  to  make  the  trial, 
he  should  never  have  sanctioned  any 
claim  fi>r  remuneration;  but  when,  after 
being  induced  to  incur  considerable  ex« 
pence  by  the  decisions  of  Uie  House,  Mr. 
Burgess  bad  been  prevented  from  making 
his  experhnent  by  the  bill  being  thrown 
out  on  the  third  reading,  he  thought  the 

Bitioner  had  a  strong  claim  on  the  in- 
genee  aad  compassion  6f  the  House. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  was  opposed  to  the  grant 
of  any  money,  the  effect  of  which  could 
only  be  the  encouragement  of  prolettors. 

i/Lt.Calcrafi  said,  that  if  Mr.  Burgess 
had  any  daim  upon  government  for  the 
encouragement  given  to  Mm,  ministers 
ought  to  have  paid  him  the  sum  they 
thought  due  upon  their  own  responsibility. 
He  could  not  see  m  what  way  the  House 
had  given  this  individual  any  encourage- 
ment. If  he  chose  to  proceed  with  the 
experimenti  aftor  the  rejection  of  the  biU, 


he  had  done  so  for  his  own  private  ad^ 
vantage.  The  best  course  was  to  nega« 
tive  tbe  motion  for  a  committee  at  once 
without  fostering  hopes  of  remuneration 
that  could  never  be  realized. 

Mr.  S.  Worthy  said,  that  the  claim  was 
not  for  any  expense  incurred  by  Mr.  Bur- 
gess after  the  bill  had  failed,  but  during 
the  progress  of  it. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  thought  the  Treasury 
were  wise,  not  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  sug« 
eestions  of  improvement  in  a  matter  so 
important  to  commerce  as  the  Post.  The 
Mail  Coach  system  bad  been  at  first  as 
much  opposed  by  the  Post-Offiee  as  Mr. 
Burgess's  plan.  The  petitioner  should  be 
allowed  nothing  that  ne  did  not  prove  a 
right  to,  but  his  claim  should  be  inquired 
Into. 

Mr.  Ricardo  said,  the  ground  on  which 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  put 
the  case  would  have  induced  htm  to  vote 
against  the  motion  if  he  had  known 
nothing  else  of  it.  The  right  hon.  gen^^ 
tleman  had  called  on  them  to  accede  to 
the  motion  aS  a  matter  of  compassion  or 
indulgence.  Kow,  they  were  not  entitled 
to  vote  away  the  public  money  from  their 
own  sentiments  of  compassion.  If  the 
Treasury  had  given  Mr.  Burgess  encou^ 
ragement  to  incur  expence,  they  should 
take  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  - 
remunerating  him. 

Mr.  Marmot  said,  there  would  be  no 
end  to  projects  if  projectors  were  to  be 
indemnified  against  foilure  at  tbe  public 
expence. 

Sir  M.  fF.  Ridley  contended,  that  if 
Mr.  Burgess  had  a  claim,  there  was  no 
disappointed  speculator  who  mi^ht  not 
come  to  parliament  for  compensation. 

Mr.  fT.  Smith  thought  there  was  no 
extraordinary  ingenuity  in  the  plan  which 
entitled  it  to  the  special  notice  of  par- 
liament. The  plan  appeared  to  involve 
nothing  beyond  the  substitution  of  a  two- 
wheel^  for  a  four-wheeled  carruige,  and 
an  attempt  to  increase  the  Telocity  of  the 
vehicle. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes  ^.  Noes 
So* 

HOU$£  OF  COMMONS. 
Wedneeday^  Aprils. 

AoRicutTURAL  DiSTRBss.]  Mr.  Benttt^ 
of  WilU,  presented  a  petition  frsm  the 
amcuhurists  6f  Wiltsnire,  compfadning 
of  dbtress^  and  praying  for  tdm.  The 
hon.  gentlemftOi  after  dwelUog  on  thehn*> 
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portance  of  the  great  body  of  agricul- 
turists,  and  on  the  prcMing  distress  under 
which  they  laboured,  said,  that  through- 
out the  country  it  had  been  expected  that 
some  measure  of  relief  would  have  been 
brought  forward  in  that  House.  With 
what  feelings  of  regret  and  disappoint- 
ment then  must  they  have  read  the  report 
which  had  been  brought  down  a  few 
nights  since — a  report  which,  in  fact, 
proposed  no  remedy,  and  held  out  no 
nopNB  of  relief.  No  person  was  more  coo- 
irinced  than  himself  that  the  soundest 
principles  of  political  economy  recom- 
mended a  free  trade ;  but,  in  the  present 
unnatural  state  of  this  country,  he  did 
not  think  that  they  could  immediately  re- 
turn to  those  sound  principles.  If  the 
country  could  throw  on  iu  enormous  load 
of  debt,  it  might  then  return  to  the  prin* 
ciple  of  a  free  trade;  but  until  that  were 
done,  the  restrictive  system  must  coo- 
tmue,  and  the  agricultund  interest  had 
p»  much  right  to  derive  benefit  from  it  as 
the  manufacturing  or  trading  classes.  Bj 
the  removal  of  taxation  only  could  the 
English  farmer  be  enabled  to  compete 
with  the  grower  of  foreign  com.  He  was 
not  an  advocate  for  what  were  called  high 
prices.  ^  It  would  be  bett^r  for  the  farmer 
to  obtain  one  shilling  profit  oat  of  a  bushel 
of  com  sold  at  six  shillings,  than  to  de- 
rive the  same  remuneration  from  a  bushel 
of  corn  sold  at  ten  shillings ;  because,  in 
the  former  case,  the  cost  of  production 
would  be  less,  and  the  article  would  find 
a  readier  sale.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  report  of  the  agricultural  committee 
would  spread  a  feeling  of  disappointment 
throughout  the  country.  Landlords  would 
now  say  <*  We  expected  much  from  the 
committee— we  have  received  nothing, 
imd  we  are  lost."  He  knew  that  this  sort 
.of  language  would  be  held  in  the  country. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  situation  of  the 
pountry  was  so  deplorable  as  some  per- 
sons imagmed ;  bat  he  knew  that  great 
distress  prevailed,  and  he  thought  that  it 
was  hij^h  time  to  look  the  state  of  things 
^oldly  10  the  face.^  He  still  hoped  that 
some  enlarged  and  important  steps  would 
be  taken  to  save  from  absolute  destraction 
the  most  laborious,  the  most  valuable,  and 
the  Biost  virtuous  class  in  the  country. 
He  trusted  that,  even  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, the  subject  would  not  do  suffered 
to  drop  without  further  observations,  but 
that  some  of  the  friends  who  stood  near 
him,  more  competent  than  himself,  would 
lake  it  op^  that  it  niight  ^  forth  to  the 
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country  that  the  House  was  not  altogether 
deaf  to  its  complaints,  or  insensible  to 
iu  distress. 

Mr.  EUice  said,  he  rose  anxious  to  carry 
into  efiect  what  had  been  hb  intention  on 
the  presentation  of  the  report  the  other 
evemng,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  extraordinary  propositions 
It  contained,  in  the  hope  that  a  full  ex- 
pression of  the  feelings  of  the  country 
would  find  their  way  to  the  House,  after 
the  holidays,  on  the  subject.  The  noble 
marquis  had,  very  properly,  in  his  view 
of  the  case,  then  dieprecated  discussion, 
and  he  might  do  so  still ;  but  as  there 
were  two  parties  interested  in  the  case, 
the  distressed  petitioners,  whose  prayers 
were  uselessly,  as  it  now  appeared,  and 
as  he  had  anticipated  at  its  appointment, 
referred  to  this  committee,  ana  mmisters, 
it  was  fit  the  former  should  foe  fully  aware 
of  all  the  relief  it  was  intended  to  extend 
to  them.  It  suited  govemmcnt  perfectly 
well  to  send  the  grievances  of  the  people 
to  a  commhtee  up  stairs,  upon  whoae  re- 
port they  could  rely,  wime  the  Hao^e 
were  busy  in  passing  nipfrfiea,  upon  which 
a  profuse  expenditure  cowd  be  continued, 
and  that  they  might  ride  over  this  sessioci 
like  the  preceding  one,  without,  the  least 
practicable  remedy  bemg  suggested  or 
effected   for    the    agriculture    distress 

EHear,  hear!].  At  last,  however,  they 
ad  the  labours  of  this  committee  before 
them,  and  he  for  one  would  not  consent 
to  postpone  an  examination  into  the  merits 
of  the  report,  although  it  was  difficult  to 
deal  with  a  composition,  if  he  might  use 
the  term  without  disrespect  to  the  mem- 
bers who  composed  the  committeci  so  full 
of  inconsistencies  and  absurdities.  He 
could  scarcely  say  whether  its  fisiults  of 
commission  or  omission  prevailed ;  but  he 
was  certain,  if  no  other  remedies  or  relief 
were  practicable,  or  intended,  than  those 
which  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  report, 
it  woola  have  been  much  better  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  to  have  told 
the  petitioners — **  We  feel  your  distress, 
but  overloaded  with  debt  and  taxes^  it  is 
not  in  our  pow^r  to  relieve  it."  This 
would  have  been  at  least  more  candid  and 
consistent  than  to  have  excited  a  hope, 
which  would  now  be  so  grievously  disap- 
pointed. On  looking  at  the  report,  no 
other  object  appeared  to  engage  ttie  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  tmm  that  which 
was  impracticable,  raisine  the  price  of 
com,  and  although  they  had  prudently 
abstained   from   assuming  entirely   the 
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doctriDe  of  the  noble  lord,  that  the  low 
price  was  to  be  ascribed  to  over-produc- 
tioDy  still  it  was  assumed  it  bad  been  oc- 
casioned, by  forcing  a  supply  on  the 
market  beyond  the  demand,  to  raise 
money  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  rents. 
Every  person  knew  the  fact  was  other- 
wise, the  great  supply  at  market  was 
owing  to  that  which  must  have  occasioned 
it  under  any  circumstances— the  damaged 
state  of  the  com  of  last  season ;  and  to 
remedy  this  the  committee  wisely  propose 
to  ifdvance  money  to  enable  the  farmer  to 
withhold  produce  from  sale,  which  must 
otherwise  rot  in  his  granary.  But 
thi^  was  only  one  of  the  propositions, 
pointing  always  to  the  same  end.  In 
what  other  light  could  the  proposed  alte- 
rations in  the  present  law  be  viewed? 
Were  they  to  mitigate  or  aggravate  the 
evils  it  must  necessarily  produce^  if  its 
provisions  unfortunately  could  ever  come 
into  operation  ?  On  a  former  discussion 
on  this  subject  in  last  session  he  had 
maintained  the  doctrine  which  the  com- 
mittee now  adopted  with  respect  to  the 
mischiefs  likely  to  result  from  the  provi- 
sions of  the  com  bill.  He  warnad  the 
agricultural  gentlemeot  of  the  danger  of 
keeping  up  the  importing  price  to  80, 
much  more  of  raismg  it  to  90  and  100 
as  was  proposed — and  precisely  on  thia 
grounds  on  which  their  objection  to  the 
system  was  now  founded— the  danger  of 
encouraging  by  an  excessive  price  an  im- 
portation &  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Goimtry,  and  which  might  depress  the 
market  for  one  or  two  years  afiter  it  had 
taken  place.  The  committee  admit,  in 
another  part  of  their  report,  that  it  would 
be  proper,  in  consequence  ikihe  alteration 
in  the  currency,  to  lower  the  import 
price  from  80f.  to  70«.  Why  then  not  do 
this;  or,  which  was  infinitely  preferable, 
alter  the  whole  principle  of  the  com  laws, 
referring  always  to  tneir  admission,  that 
the  consumer  ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a 
worse  situation  than  under  the  former  bill, 
with  a  fair  allowance  for  the  variation  in 
the  currency  i  But  their  intention  was 
evident  throughout,  either  to  raise  the 
price  to  the  constuner,  or  to  gain  credit 
with  the  petitioners  for  domg  that  which 
was  not  within  their  power.  He  (Mr. 
£llice)  had  always  considered  it  imprac- 
ticable to  maintain  higher  proportionate 
prices  in  this  cotmtry  to  those  on  the 
continent,  than  existed  before  the  war ; 
and  the  committee,  if  Uiey  had  considered 
their  object  as  much  with  reference  to  its 


practicability,!  as  to  its  supposed  expe- 
diency mutt  have  come  to  the  same  con* 
elusion.  [Hear,  hear.]  Unless,  therefore, 
they  expected  prices  of  agricultural  pro« 
duce  to  rise  generally  Uiroughout  the 
world,  it  was  hopeless  to  look  for  any  ad* 
vance  in  this  country;  and  the  House 
ought  always  to  recollect,  that  the  actual 
price  now  to  the  consumer  was  not  to  be 
estimated  by  the  average  price  in  the 
gazette.  The  average  had  been  reduced 
by  the  great  quantity  of  damaged  corn  he 
had  already  adverted  to,  and  was  now 
about  47^.,  but  the  price  of.  good  sound 
bread  corn  in  the  great  markets,  was 
from  55s.  to  58f.  a  price  90  per  cent 
higher  than  that  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  Indeed  the  price  of  bread  in 
London  was  now  actually  double  that  in 
Paris.  But  this  was  not  looked  upon  as 
a  sufficient  remuneration,  and  we  must 
have  recourse  to  further  restrictions  to  in« 
crease  the  difference.  How  long,  he 
would  wish  to  ask  some  of  the  honourable 
members  who  composed  this  oommittee, 
did  they  expect  this  country  to  roajptain 
its  pre^minenoe  in  trade  and  manufiiic- 
tures,  after  the  price  of  provisions,  and 
necessarily  the  value  of  labour,  were 
doubled  to  those  in  other  countries  ?  But 
the  attempt  to  do  this  was  as  idle  as  the 
proposition  was  absurd.  Prices  might 
decline,  they  could  not  advance,  lu&ss 
from  those  natural  causes  which  could  not 
be  controlled  [Hear!].  There  was  no 
possibility  either  of  the  former  law,  or 
the  alterations  proposed  by  the  com- 
mitteee»  if  connrmed  by  the  House, 
coming  into  q>eration,  and  when  they 
did,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  judge 
how  far  tl^r  provisions  oould  be  carried 
into  eflbcu— It  was  rather  assuming  too 
much  to  suppose,  that  the  great  body  of 
consumers  would  be  content  to  buy  their 
food  at  double  (srice,  merely  because  it 
was  produced  in  this  country. — ^The  cnly 
very  correct  statement  in  Uub  report  was, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  protection 
beyond  absolute  exdusicm  of  foreign  com. 
Under  this  absolute  protection,  the  prices 
had  not  advanced,  and  he  would  underuke 
to  predict  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
law  would  midte  no  immediate  alteration,  if 
they  did,  it  would  be  necessary  from 
common  justice  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  country,  to  revise  them.  He 
begged  to  be  understood  in  what  he  had 
said,  as  not  undervaluing,  or  feeling  less 
than  any  other  member,  the  extreme 
dittress  and  ptesaiog  oaae  of  the  petl^ 
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H^vufiitiifiad  nothing-  coald 
cKCted  their  aufferingt-^e  wooM  be  the 
first  to  aid  ia  any  practicable  measare  lor 
their  «elief»  and  be  felt  at  much  mortifi* 
cation  and  dttappeiotment  as  ther  could 
ait  the  retidt  of  the  labeers  of  the  com- 
mittee. So  aMch  he  had  said  of  what 
the  eommittee  had  deae-^-a  few  words  on 
what  thejr  had  omitted  to  dOb  It  had  never 
entered  loto  their  considevation  to  ia^ire 
into  the  causes  of  the  distress,  with  a  view 
te  Iheir  removal,  or  how  far  thejr  may 
have  been  produced  or  aggravated  by  the 
alteration  in  the  e^rrency,  or  taxation. 
Surely,'  at  such  a  momenti  with  the 
pressure  hoarlv  increasing,  it  might  have 
oecorred  to  them  to  inquire,  why  the 
tenant,  with  the  same  price  for  his  pro- 
duce, codd  net  ^en  pay  his  fermer  r^nt  i 
Or  hew  fkr  the  aitide  of  com  had  dedined 
in  firice  beyond  any  other  article  of  pro- 
dootioB,  foreign  and  domestie  [[Hear, 
hear!].  The  alteration  and  dimmution 
in  the  currency,  which  the  eommittee 
ecaroely' notices  in  a  parenthesis,  as  apply- 
ing le  a  partioular  point,  might  then  have 
eecmrredto  them.  When  the  appoiat- 
meot  of  the  committee  was  moved  fiMr, 
much  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  (Mr.  E.)  woidd  not  now  re- 
peat the  arguments  and  statements  on 
which  he  founded  his  opinion,  that  the 
ooutraction  of  the  currency  was  one  of  the 
maia  causes  of  the  existing  pressure  not 
only  en  the  agricultural,  but  any  other 
poduetive  interest  of  the  state.  Siocf 
that  time,  a  further  account  was  laid  on 
tlM  «rf>le^  of  the  country  BaidL-notes 
stamped  in  last  year,  wWch  had  again  de* 
ereaspd  a  half  nrem  the  preceding  year^ 
and  amounted  only  te9|milliens.  With- 
ont  assuming  the  quantity  stamped  as  an 
exact  index  of  Aat  m  drculation,  ceuid 
the  House  loolt  at  tfaeprogrssstve  diounu* 
tion,  without  being  compeUed  to  admit 
tWenwnedus  hnwremions  which  had  pre- 
vailed on  this  point  ^  In  181^  the  amount 
otaisped  ^ras  It  ndilione;  In  I816it IbU  te 
7 ;  in  ISIS  it  reee  en  the  reissue  of  the 
Bank  of  Enf^hmd  ndvances  te  govern- 
mem,  te  19,  the  hi^est  point  it  had  ever 
veachedi  la  twi> yearn  aAer  ItfeH  to  41, 
and  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  1821  to  £4, 
and  jret  geraemen  found  difficulty  in  ad- 
Bsitcng  vtm  true  causa  of  gveat  past  of 
the  present  distrem.  Them  wns  an  ap- 
pasen*  obstinacy  en  tUs  siAject  he  couM 
not  isismpiiiwnd,  altheugii  he  did  not  i 
deubt^  paitiee  wouU  soon  be  biwght  to  < 
ceneede  what  be  hadinMriebtf  contanded  i 


fcr,  that  the  price  of  goU  had  been  a 
flsost  defective  index  of  the  depreclatioo. 
Concurring  in  all  the  general  principles 
nf  both  biulion  committees,  he  had  ven- 
tured to  recommend  to  tJie  House  to 
pause  and  consider  all  the  consequences 
of  the  measure  of  1819,  before  they  ab- 
sohitely  decided  upoa  it«  He  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  beneficial  results  which 
hadbeen  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Peel)  although  these  would  only 
be  temporary  and  until  the  price  of  labour 
adjusted  itself  to  that  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  but  he  was  equally  ceruin,  that 
unless  the  country  was  prmwred  to  sub- 
mit to  a  totpd  revolution  of  property,  it 
was  in  vain  to  expect  contracts  eotered 
into  in  a  depredated  currency  could  be 
fulfilled  at  the  ancient  standard,  or  tlie 
same  amount  of  taxation  borne  on  the 
diminished  profits  of  a  reduced  capital. 
His  opinions  were  then  treated  with  Jitrle 
ceremony— they  mighi  be  so  now.  He 
could  not  find  one  member  then  to  second 
a  proposition,  merely  that  it  m%bt  be  re- 
corded as  his  opinion  on  the  Journals, 
that  unless  a  reduction  could  be  made  en 
contracts  and  taxes  simultaneously  with 
the  restoration  of  the  sundard,  of  at  least 
a  third,  the  standard  would  have  been 
fixed  with  infinitely  more  justice  to  both 
debtor  and  creditor  at  5L  \0s.  than  M. 
17r.  lOd.  It  was  in  vain  now  to  talk  of 
ratsiag  prices  without  a  repeal  of  the  bill 
of  181^  which  he  would  never  consent 
to,  or  to  prevent  an  i^Molote  revolution 
of  property,  as  effecturi,  ahhougfa  more 
saent,  than  diat  which  attended  the  con- 
vulsions in  France,  without  a  dimiouuon 
of  aM  contracts  and  taxes,  to  an  extent 
enoai  to  the  alteratien  in  the  cunency— 
wnfit  that  was  there  were  vavioua  opinions, 
fie  (Mr.  E.^  had  nevee  calccdated  it  at 
lem  than  a  diird  to  a  hcdf,  many  at  more. 
One  boo*  Iviend  (the  member  for  Port- 
ariingten)  firom  whom  he  diAred  most, 
had  at  last  admitted,  that  from  various 
causes  it  must  be  at  least  10  to  1^  per 
cent  The  general  cslculatieo  wai  9D  or 
85  par  cent,  but  he  firit  satisfied,  from 
the  disinclination  which  nantlemen  had  to 
admit  their  errors  en  wis  subject,  the 
prevailing  dinosilion  waa  still  to  under- 
vidue,  ramer  man.owi-ustimate  the  efibcts 
of  the  paper  system.  Still  thia  was  net  a 
subject  which  oentlemen  fianning  the 
eomasittee^  considered  as  worlliy  theiv  at- 
tention, or  what  influence  the  cenlraetion 
of  the  earrency  bad  upon  the  pretiously 
existing  tiixadoo  as  a  cencuri^nt  measure 
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with  the  tapontioD  of  the  addftioofti  3 
mUlioos  of  taxes  in  1819.  He  was  not 
dispoied  entirely  to  overlook  the  other 
caiMet»  to  which  part  of  the  preeture  on 

S^icnltnre  mnBt  be  ancribeo,   but  the 
teration  in  the  currency,  the  consequent 
Hggrftvation  of  taxes  and  engagements, 
and  diminution  in  value,  in  produce  and 
rents  appeared  to  him  the    main  fea- 
tures in  tne  case.    He  therefore  blamed 
the  committee  for  givmg  the  go  bye  to 
these  important  questions  and  spending 
their  time  in  devising  useless  nostrums  to 
deceive  and  delude  ue  public,  instead  of 
at  odce  probing  the  evil  to  Uie  bottom ; 
and  if  tnev  were  not  prepared  to  take 
more  decided  measures,  at  least  advise 
that  relief  which  the  surplus  revenue  would 
emdile  them  to  grant  temporarily  to  the 
country.    If  no  person  believed  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  committee  would  raise 
prices,  they  had  the  other  alternative  left 
of  reducing  expenses  and  taxation  to  the 
lowest  possible  amount,  consistently  with 
the  due  payment  of  interest  on  the  public 
debt.    That  migl)t  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  evil,  although  he  would  candidly  ad- 
mit, in  his  view  of  the  situation  of  the 
country,  it  could  not  cure  it.    The  public 
creditor  at  least  could  not  complain,  and 
as  little,  could  the  public  pensioner  or  an« 
nuitsnt  complain  of  some  temporary  re- 
duction from  their  salaries  to  aid  in  giving 
relief.    Nothing  could  probably  so  well 
illustrate  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  situation  of  parties  as  a  re* 
ference  to  the  last  assessment  of  the  pro* 
perty  tax,   in  1815.    The  rent  of  land 
was  then  assessed  at  57  millions,   from 
which  deducting  about  a  sixth  for  the  in- 
terest of  mortgages  and  other  incum- 
brances,  would  .leave  SI  millions.    The 
interest  on  the  funded  debt  was  31  ~pen* 
aions  and  payments  of  this  description  10 
millions.    Take  the  reduction  of  rents  at. 
and  it  will  be  admitted  it  cannot  be  less 
ultimatelv  than  a  thirds-deduct  the  same 
amount  ror  burthens,  this  great  pationsl 
interest  will  be  reduced  to  19  millions, 
less  than  hslf   the  amount  payable  to 
public  creditors  and  pensioners,  from  the 
taxes  in  the  present  year  [Hear,  hear, 
.hear!].    Could  anv   person  acquainted 
with  tne  history  and  situation  of  this  or 
any  other  countrv,  contemplate  the  pro- 
gress of  this  revolution  without  the  utmost 
alarm  and  dismay  ?  and  yet  the  only  mea- 
sure in  such  a  frightful  state  of  things,  is 
the  inane  and  abortive  report  on  the  table. 
He  would  not  now  enter  into  any  further 
VOL.VL 


disoussioii  of  thb  momentous  subject,  bis 
object  beii^  principally,  as  he  had  stated 
m  the  outset,  to  csJl  the  attention  of  the 
country  to  the  report,  before  the  adjourn- 
ment, when  he  trusted  the  recommends 
tions  of  the  committee  would  underffo 
very  serious  consideration,  before  the 
House  could  be  brought  to  adopt  or  to 
legislate  upon  them. 

Air.  FranUand  Lewis  did  not  consider 
this,  at  all  a  desirable  moment  for  going 
into  the  vast  range  of  matter  connected 
with  the  report.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had,  however,  in  such  strong  teroM 
attacked  the  agricultural  committee,  that 
it  became  necessary  for  him  (.Mr  L.)  as 
a  member  of  it,  to  express  a  hope  that 
neither  the  House  nor  the  country  would 
concur  in  the  censures  that  bad  been  bo 
freely  bestowed.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  accused  the  committee  partly  for 
what  it  had  done,  and  partly  for  what  it 
had  not  done ;  but  when  he  said,  that  the 
proper  course  for  it  to  have  pursued  was 
to  have  investigated  the  causes  of  the  dis* 
tresses,  and  to  have  ascertained  how  far 
they  arose  from  taxation,  and  how  far 
from  a  change  in  the  currency,  he  widely 
difered  from  the  hon.  genUemao.  Had 
that  course  been  recommended  in  the 
committee,  he  should  have  resolutely  re- 
sisted it;  because,'  although  he  had  very 
often  heard  hon.'  members  argue  that  the 
distresses  were  attributftble  to  the  change 
in  the  currency,  he  had  never  yet  heard 
any  individual  hardy  enough  to  say,  that 
the  step  that  had .  been  taken  in  this  re- 
spect ought  to  be  retraced.  The  House 
had  given  the  commiuee,  in  the  order  of 
reference,  no  such  power  or  instruction; 
and  to  what  beneficial  or  practical  result 
could  it  have  led,  to  rip  up  what  no  boo. 
member  had  been  found  daring  enough  to 
attack  in  any  substantial  form  ?  To  have 
assumed  this  power,  and  to  have  inquired 
what  taxes  might  or  might  not  be  fitly 
repealed,  would  have  been  a  direct  inter- 
ference with  the  duty  of  tlie  whole  House, 
which  was  the  labour  of  every  session, 
and  for  which  a  session  was  hardly  ever 
found  sufficiently  protracted.  It  was  to  be 
remembered  also,  that  the  committee 
which  had  just  reported  wss  to  be  con^ 
sidered  as  a  sequel  to  the  committee  of 
the  last  session,  and  that  committee  had 
entered  into  a  minute  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  the  distress.  It  was,  therefore^ 
most  unnecessary  and  unwise  for  the 
committee  to  travel  over  the  same  ground 
as  had  bpen  invest^ted  the  session  before. 
4Z 
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fh  tuokthlt  Mtlj  oppoftimitT  df  dtoctaum* 
ing,  for  his  own  part,  what  bad  been  im- 
puted  to  fhe  conBiiiittee«  Danely»  that  k 
waa  any  part  of  f ta  object  to  indre&ae  iha 
rettrtctions  on  th«  lAporiation  of  foreign 
corny  and  thus  to  increaae  the  price  of 
oom  to  the  conaonaer.  They  had  thought^ 
indeedy  that  the  mode  in  which  the  pro- 
hibition waa  at  present  conalroctedy  ahoold 
be  altered,  but  it  had  net  been  mtended 
to  increaae,  in  any  way  the  diiicaltiea  Im- 
posed by  law  on  tne  importalion  of  foreign 
com.  If  there  had  been  ttiy  auch  inlen* 
lion,  he»  (or  one^  shouki  hate  opposed  it ; 
and  be  trusted  that  the  aoeaaare  reeom- 
meoded  would  have  no  such  effi^ct. 

Mr.   Wesiem  did  Yiot  concatr  in  die 
cenaorea  bestowed  ottoii  the  committee 
by  bla  hoa«  IHend,  the  member  fbr  Co- 
ventry, nor  did  he  think  the  pointa  to 
which  he  would  have  directed  lU  atten* 
tion,  open  to  ita  consideration.    He  waa 
feady  With  the  hoe.  gentleman  who  last 
apofce,  to  do  btttfce  to  the  motived  of  the 
members  of  tm  body,  howerer  he  might 
dissent  from  the  condusion  to  which  they 
had  arrived.    Thia  committee  had  been 
only  a  revival  or  continuation  of  that  of 
lost  year;  and  when  it  was  asserted,  that 
the  object  of  it  had  been  to  raise  the 
price  of  grain,  it  waa  putting  it  in  a  way 
not  quite  ftiir.    The  landed  Interest  com* 
fiainedy  that  althouab  the  act  of  1815 
was  meant  to  give  them  protection,  yet 
that  it  was  mainly  ddective,  as  when  the 
ports  were  open,  there  waa  no  limit  to'the 
quantity  of  grain  that  might  be  imported 
itnd  warehoused,  and  thus  a  lasting  glut 
was  produced  in  the  market.     To  this 
the  committee   bad   applied  a  remedy, 
which    he  thought  wholly  incompetent, 
«ud  placed  the  Bcitiih  agriculturist  even 
in  a  worse  situation  than  before.    Intend- 
ing to  do  justice,  the  oonmiittee  had  been 
Boost  egregiously  mistaken,  and  the  report 
ifould,   therefore,  only  increase  the  dis- 
-aatisfaction  and  dismay  amone  the  farmers. 
Snch  was  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
that  it  waa  impossible  to  say  in  what  man- 
ner the   duty  proposed    could   operate 
ellectualiy.    it  became  the  House,  with- 
out dday,  to  look  at  the  extraordinary 
altnation  in  which  the  tahded  interest  was 
placed.    It  was  a  boM  assertien  that  he 
bad  made  on  a  former  nighl,  but  a  true 
one,  that  two-thirds  tyf  the  farmera  of| 
•£sse>x,  could  they  raaheuptherr  accovnta, 
would  be  found  insolvent.    Did  tiot  this 
impose   upon  the  House  fhe  dntj  of 
a  fuM  and  an  umnediate  iaveattgation  ? 
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U  was  impossible  not  to  ftel  tfmt  as 
immense     proportfen    of     the   jwesent 
dificulties  arose  ftom  the  alteracfon   iit 
the  currency.     The  right  hon.  membta' 
fbr    Chichester    /Mr.    Huskisaon),    in 
a  published  spee«m,  had  said,  that  the 
commercial  distresses  of  1916  and  1817> 
were  produced  by  overtrading,  conibiBed 
with  a  contraction  of  the  currency ;  •and 
m  the  aaue  way  he  {Mr.  W*)  oontended^ 
that  the  present  miculturfti   diatressei 
were    occasioned    by    over-productien^ 
cembined  with  an  alteration  of  the  cdr* 
ra»^.    In  Firance,  alsO)  it  was  said,  thett 
waa  over-abundance,  but  Ihei^  ^ie«tfli 
prices  were  low,  there  w^re  no  sudi  tm^ 
ehievaus  oonaequencea— there    wl»    M 
change  in  the  rent  or  price  of  land)  iA 
the  w«ges  of  labour,  or  the  price  of  the 
|[reat  artidea  of  iron,  copper,  lead  and 
tin.    The  hon.  member  who  spoke  last 
had  aaid,  that  no  one  Bad  the  bofdaesft 
to  propose  to  rip  up  the  law  of  ISl^ 
Ha  (Mr.  W.)  said,  the  distress  of  the 
country  wouia  compel  them  to  rip  it  up. 
The    House  would    be    compelM   to 
retrace  its  steps,  fbr  he  was  satMed 
they  "could  not  proceed.    The  price  ^ 
wheat,   which  for  150  years  berore  llio 
hist  war,  had  not  been  rising,  hM  beHi 
doubled  in  the  years  after  1797.    What 
was  the  cause  of  this  but  the  deprettetiM 
of  tlie  currency  ?  During  that  deprecia^ 
tion  we  had  contracted  an  enormous  debt, 
which  was  to  be  now  paid  by  the  intlus*> 
trious  classes  in  a  currency  of  increased 
value.    This  had  made  auch  a  havoc  in 
the  property  of  the  country,    as  trail 
never  made  by  revolution  or  by  civil  war. 
it  was  true,  durinc  the  deprecistion  Of 
money,  the  rents  ^f  estates  had  dotMed, 
but  incumbrances  had  doubled  and  ts»ea 
had  quadrupled,  so  that  the  aitnatkm  Of 
landlord  had  not  been  a  whit  better.   Biit 
what  was  the  state  of  the  landlio^  now? 
His  income  was  again  reduced  to  On^ 
half,  and  all  their   fixed  payments  re- 
mained.    If  the  price  of  corn  settled 
down,  as  therlB  waa  every  probability  'it 
wonld,  to  the  price  it  was  at  before  the 
war,  would  any  one  be  sanguine  Onoti^ 
to  think  that  rehts  could  i^eeed  ^one  hM 
of  what  they  hid  boeti?  Talungthe  incum- 
brances, repairs,  egeneiea  and  law  -ex- 
penses, Ac.  into  consideration^  thenM 
mcome  of  the  landed  infeeroit  "taa  tiOt 
idN>ve  hMf  of  its  nomfnal  faicOa^    WRktut 
would  be  their  situation,  tfaeui  If  tMr 
nominal  rent  was  reduced  to  one  tatif  { 
As  to  the  labouring  -dasses,  he  falid  % 
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4i|^n|  idea  of  tbe  efbcto  of  the  chn^ 
^  tho  curfeacy  frooi  that  entertained  ny 
his  h^«  SKend  the  member  for  Coventry. 
True  it  wae,  wagee  did  not  at  once  faU; 
tmt  they  woeld  settle  down  to  the  price 
of  com.  aed  the  Jaboucer  would  at  last 
get  wi^ges  no  greater  than  he  had  before 
T797>  while  he  had  to  pay  the  increased 
tanes*  He  was  convinced  that  the  House 
would  feel  itself  compelled  to  take  into 
eonsideration  the  act  of  1819i.  There 
bsd  been  nothing  so  injurious  he  was 
oonvinced^  aa  the  act  of  1797,  which  was 
a  breach  of  fotth  to  the  public  creditor, 
and  the  act  of  1819,  which  bad  been  a 
breaoh  of  faith  to  the  public  debtOT.  If 
no  member  more  competent  to  the  task 
ahouM  take  up  the  matter,  he  should 
UqX  i|  his  duly  to  call  on  the  Houae  to 
re-€OBsider  the  last-mentioned  act. 

Mr.  Ruard^  said,  that  no  one  could  be 
more  aware  of  the  gveai  difiieultiea  whic^ 
had  been  oceasioned  by  alterations  in  the 
o^renoy  than  himself.  He  had  given 
ikfi  subject  the  greatest  attentien  in  his 
pAWer,  and  had  laboured  hard  to  show 
the  necessity  of  a  fixed  and  unvatiabh 
elandard  of  vakie.  At  the  same  time,  he 
oeuld  not  agree  with  the  hoa.  member  for 
Sasex,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  changes 
in  the  ciirrenoy  upon  agriculture.  Let 
them  suppoae  the  utmost  extent  of  the 
operation — the  changes  in  currency  en 
the  pressure  of  taxea.  They  must  deduct 
from  the  whole  amount  of  taxstion,  the 
amount  of  those  taxes  which  were  em- 
ployed in  expenditure^  aa  they  had  been 
climinished  in  proportion  aa  the  value  of 
money  had  btm  augmented.  Supposing, 
(hens  4O,(XXH0O0^  to  reisain,  on  which 
the  operation  of  the  currency  on  uxation 
was  to  be  cakulated.  What  proportion 
«ould  poesibiy  be  paid  by  the  tenantry 
of  this  amount?  Suppose  one  fourth. 
He  dhl  not  inelade  the  landlords  in  this 
^fdouktion,  but  onl^  the  tenantry.  Sup- 
peae  onenfourtb  paxt  by  tlie  tenantry, 
their  proportion  would  be  10,000,00(M. 
Suppose,  acoordinff  to  the  extravagant 
oaldukttion  of  the  lion,  gentleman,  that 
26  per  eenl  wte  the  real  amount  of  the 
elteratioo  sipeiated  by  recurring  to  a 
o^elalliostaadard  of  value.  Then«,500^Q00L 
waa  the  whole  extent  of  its  operation  on 
^10  tenantry.  Was  it  possible  that  the 
^atresa  which  waa  now  fi^t  could  be 
owing  to  «^S(AQOCtf.?  Such  a  aum  was 
tolaUy  inadequate  |o  such  an  effect.  Let 
them  lodi  again  at  the  landlords.  The 
•lleriiieaoiMlM  afnittlienosdy  aait  took 
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miwo  fro«&  them  Id  die  shape  of  taxattom 
No  person  was  more  ready  than  he  was 
to  aomtt,  that  it  oocaaioned  an  increase  of 
burdien  in  this  shape  as  in  every  other ; 
but  he  most  be  allowed  to  ask,  whether, 
if  the  tenant  paid  the  rent  demanded,  the 
landlord  nuist  not  be  benefited  by  recetv« 
ing  the  same  rent  which  he  had  exacted  in 
the  depreciated  currency  ?  He  admitted 
that  landlords  did  not  receive  the  same 
rent,  but  bad  made  an  allowance  equal  to 
the  depreciation.  But,  if  he  received  tba 
rest  of  the  rent,  whence  arose  the  distress? 
He  had  given  up  25  per  cent,  and  received 
75  per  cent,  equal  to  lOQ.  How,  then, 
was  he  injured  ?  But  the  landlords  did  not 
receive  75  per  cent.  They  told  them 
that  tliey  could  not  receive  any  rent— 
that  the  distress  was  so  great,  that  the 
surplus  could  not  pay  any  thing  but  the 
taxes.  He  asked,  then,  whether  the 
depreciation  could  possibly  have  occa* 
sisAod  this  ^  He  dad  not  believe  that  the 
changoa  in  the  currency  since  1819,  had 
been  more  than  10  per  cent.  Bat  did  he 
say  that*  the  landed  interest  suffietred  onlr 
to  the  extent  of  10  per  cent  ?  No  audi 
thing.  The  gveatnesa  of  the  distress  he 
waa  most  sensible  of,  and  the  causes 
which  had  been  assigned  he  thought 
amply  suficient  to  account  for  it— namelyv 
the  abundance  of  several  successive  hw> 
vests,  the  importation  of  com  from  Ire- 
land, and  other  simttar  causes.  It  waa 
utIerKr  impossH>le  that  thia  country  could 
be  reduced  to  that  situation  timt  the  surf- 
plus  produce  of  agriculture  should  be  only 
sufieient  to  pay  me  taxes,  without  affiirdr 
ing  any  rent  to  the  landlord,  or  aay  profit 
to  the  cukivalor.  Thia  was  a  situation  to 
which  the  country  could  not  possibly 
come.— He  wished  here  to  sa^  a  few 
words  of  the  report  which  the  agricultural 
conunittee  had  made.  The  former  report 
contataed  some  most  admirable  propo- 
sitions. If  he  might  divide  it  into  two 
parts,  he  would  say,  the  first  half  was  as 
excdient  a  report  as  had  ever  emanated 
from  anv  committee  of  Uiat  House,  and 
was  well  worthy  of  being  placed  beside 
the  bullion  report  and  the  report  on  the 
resumptioB  of  cash  payments  bv  the  Bank. 
It  oaotained  moat  sound  aad  excellent 
observations  on  the  corn  trade,  andon  the 
corn^kiwa.  It  most  justly  pointed  out 
two  ff  rent  evils  arising  from  the  com-lawa^ 
whkSi  afiected  the  present  distress.  The 
first  was,  when  there  was  a  scarcity,  and 
com  rose  to  80f.,  then  the  ports  were 
offenedt  and  we  were  delugBd  with  foreign 
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ooroy  whatever  tnlght  be  the  prioe  in  the  | 
countries  from  which  It  came.  The  ports  | 
were  open  for  any  quantit  j.  This  was  a 
great  evil,  and  operated  at  the- very  time 
when  the  short  harvest  ought  to  be  com^ 
pensated  by  high  prices.  The  second 
«vil  was  felt  when  in  a  season  of  plenty 
we  habitually  produced  com  at  an  expense 
very  considerably  above  other  countries. 
If  there  were  successively  good  harvests, 
the  farmer  could  obtun  no  relief  from 
exportation,  and  was  thus  ruined  by  the 
abundance  of  produce.  What  was  the 
inference  from  tnis,  but  that  they  should 
talce  measures,  to  enable  our  farmers,  in 
seasons  of  abundance,  when  they  could  not 
olHain  prices  to  compensate  the  expense 
of  culture,  to  get  relief  bv  exporting  to 
other  countries,  and  for  dfiis  purpose  a 
duty  on  importation  of'  foreign  gram 
ehould  be  imposed,  eaual  to  the  peculiar 
taxes  which  fell  on  the  farmer,  such  as 
ty  thes  and  a  part  of  the  poor-rate ;  and  a 
drawback  of  the  same  amount  should  be 
allowed  on  exportation.  If  such  a  regula- 
tion were  adopted,  after  a  small  taU  of 
prices,  the  farmer  would  then  export  to 
other  countries,  and  relieve  the  glut  of  the 
com  market  at  home.  Another  part  of 
the  report  was  totally  incorrect.  It  spoke 
of  countervailing  duties,  not,  as  all  coun- 
tervailing duties  ought  to  be,  as  imposts 
"upon  the  importer  in  order  to  subject  him 
to  all  the  burthens  of  the  home-grower 
of  com,  so  that  the  taxes  might  fall 
equally  on  grower  and  importer,  but  as 
duties  which  should  be  equal  to  the 
additional  expense  of  growing  com  in  this 
country  over  other  countries.  Counter- 
vailing duties  on  this  principle,  would  thus 
be  sometimes  20f.,  and  sometimes  SO*. 
There  appeared  to  him  to  be  no  principle 
more  dear,  than  that  there  could  not  be  a 
fixed  remunerating  price  in  any  country. 
Before  there  was  a  dense  state  of  popula- 
tioQ  in  a  country,  they  would  cultivate 
the  very  best  lands,  and  they  could  then 
compete  with  any  country,  and  export 
their  aurplus  produce.  There  would  tlien 
be  no  occasion  for  countervailing  duties. 
But  when  population  becaame  more  dense, 
poorer  lands  would  be  cultivated,  and  an 
increase  of  charges  would  arise  from  the 
greater  expemea  of  cultivatloD.  As  popu- 
Mtioii  went  on,  the  cultivation  would  go 
on  to  still  poorer  lands,  and  the  prioe 
would  contittue  to  rise.  If,  then,  the  rale 
should  be,  for  a  countervailing  duty,  the 
difference  of  charge  in  the  growth^  no 
UoiitcouldbiQflUedtotbeaBOiwt.    He 
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oould  not  conceive  any  system  of  duties 
more  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country.— He  would  now  advert  to 
the  present  report.  He  had  gone  into 
the  committee  under  a  deep  impression  of 
the  great  distress  which  the  agricultural 
interest  suffered,  with  a  most  unfeigned 
desire  to  find  some  means  of  relief,  not 
upon  the  general  and  absolutely  true 
principles  of  legislation,  but  with  every 
inclination  to  give  every  facility  to 
measures  of  immediate  efii^t  in  alleviat- 
ing distress.  All  he  required  was, 
that  there  should  be  something  in  the 
report,  pledging  them,  when  the  distress 
should  have  gone  by,  and  the  farmers 
should  be  rescued  from  their  suffering— 
for  he  was  the  advocate  of  the  farmer,  and 
not  those  who  pretended  to  be  the  exclu- 
sive friend  of  agricultuns — aH  be  had 
required  was,  that  the  report  should  pro- 
mise a  return  to  proper  principles  when 
the  present  dangers  should  have  been 
removed.  But,  although  the  report  recog- 
nized the  evil  which  produced  low  prices, 
and  the  apprehension  of  still  lower  prioes, 
it  did  not  hold  up  the  slightest  purpose  of 
ever  returning  to  sound  principles.  It 
expressed  hopes  of  better  principles  being 
adopted,  and  the  House  would-be  asto- 
nished to  hear  what  those  principles  were. 
It  was  to  have  recourse  to  the  c6unter- 
vailing  duties  which  he  had  BxpiaiHed.  If 
on  this  plan  they  attempted  to  give  a 
monopoly  to  grapes  reared  in  hot-houses, 
countervailing  duties  might  be  imposed  on 
wine,  to  make  it  as  dear  as  the  produce  of 
the  hot-houses.  In  the  same  wbj  with 
sugar.  In  this  way.all  brandies  of  roreign 
commerce  would  be  lost  to  this  nation, 
and  to  every  natioq  which  adopted  coun- 
tervailing duties.  The  only  true  policy 
was  to  aUow  us  to  go  to  the  country  where 
the  article  required  was  moat  eamly  and 
abundantly  produced.  He  was  asmuned 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  so  long 

ECheersi  ;  he  would  not  go  into  detail, 
ut  he  felt  called  upon  to  throw  out  a 
few  observations.  The  hon.  member  for 
Essex  had  aOuded  to  the  West  Indian 
cultivators.  If  he  wanted  an  aigaiiient, 
he  would  take  that  very  case,  and  he 
asked  bow  the  currency  could  be  aop- 
posed  to  have  afiected  them?  Waa  it  not 
notorious  that  their  distress  was  entirely 
caused  by  over  production?  Weva  not 
the  measures  adopted  for  their  reKifcidco- 
lated  to  give  them  a  asarket  for  their 
produce  which  tbejr  had  not  before?  In 
the  saib»  manlier,  the  agfioiiitiir»t*or  this 
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country  must  be  relieved  by  Increased 
demand,  or  diminished  supply.    He  had 
not  said  that  taxes  contributed  not  to  the 
distress.    On  that  point  be  had  been  mis- 
understood^     They  who  were  exposed  to 
exchisitre  taxes  ought  to  receive  protec- 
tion from  those  taxes.     But  on  this  sub- 
ject he  would  give  his  opinions  in  greater 
detail  on  a  future  occasion. 
-    Mr.  //•  G.  Bennet  rose  to  protest  against 
the  doctrine,  that  taxes  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  distresses  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests.   He  did  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
so  into  the  calculations  which  bis  hon. 
n>iend  had  stated,  but  he  could  state  that 
In  1792  prices  had  been  as  low  as  at  this 
moment.    But  the  taxes  had  been  at  the 
utmost  but  19,000,000/.  including  collec- 
tion.   Nothing  had  then  been  Ulked  of 
but  the  prosperity  of  the  country.    The 
S  per  cents  were  at  par,  every  man  re- 
ceived his  rent,  and  every  one  thought 
the  country  had  never  been  more  pros- 
perous.   Why  was  there  such  a  difference 
DOW  ?    Why,  but  because  the  taxes  were 
now  56,000,000/.,  and  taken  out  of  the 
produce  of  the  country,  whether  arising 
from  land  or  industry.    Here  was  a  coun- 
try, Uuio  which  there  was  none  more  in- 
dustrious in  the  world,  possessing  a  soil, 
if  not  the  very  best,  one  of  the  fairest,  and 
a  climate  among  the  best  in  the  temperate 
part  of  the  globe,  and  particularly  fitted 
for  agriculture.  Let  them  look  to  the  state 
of  the  people  who  lived  in  this  country. 
From  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  they 
would  find  nothing  but  the  cry  of  want. 
His  hon.  friend  said,  this  was  owing  to 
a  superabundance  of  produce.  Too  much 
com  grew— ifae  trees  grew  too  fast.    But 
the  cause  of  distress  was,  that  there  were 
auch  demands  on  their  pockets  by  the 
Crown,  the  church,  and  the  poor,  that 
noUiing  was  left  to  the  landlord  tor  rent,  or 
to  the  cultivator  for  profit.  Why  was  this 
so  ?    Let  them  look  back  to  1792,  and 
they  found  prices  the  same,   and  the 
country  rich.    But  in  1822,  the  country 
was  in  the  greatest  distress.     Nothing  but 
mere  words  and  sophistry  could  be  ur^  to 
ahow  that  the  denuinds  of  the  government 
did  not  occasion  this  state  of  distress. 
This  country,  under  the  operation  of  the 
government,  was  approachmg  to  the  state 
of  India.    He  doubted  not  that  the  land 
would  be  cultivated;  but  as  the  Zemindars 
in  India  had  been  dispossessed,  so  gentle- 
man after  gentleman  would  disappear  in 
this  country,  andthe  end  would  be,  that  the 
govenunenty  the  cburc!^,  and  the  poor, 


would  become  the  proprietors.  A  revo- 
lution, unequalled  in  effusion  of  blood,  or 
ravage  of  property,  had  been  going  on  in 
this  country  for  the  last  twenty  years,  but- 
particularlv  during  the  last  four  years.' 
No  example  of  such  a  revolution  was  to' 
be  found  in  history  i  His  hon.  friend  had' 
entered  into  a  calculation  to  show  that  onljr 
2,500,000/.  of  the  taxes  pressed  upon  the 
tenantry,  in  consetjuence  of  the  change  in 
the  currency :  but  he  had  left  out  of  view 
the  various  payments  which  they  were 
obliged  to  maxe  now  in  an  improved  cur- 
rency to  the  same  nominal  amount  as  in 
the  debased  currency.  He  knew  of  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  in  the  receipt  of 
6,000/.  or  8,000/.  a  year,  and  now  received 
not  1,200/.  a  year.  This  had  not  been 
occasioned  by  extravagance  on  their  part, 
but  by  the  allowances  which  they  were 
obliged  to  make  to  younger  children,  and 
other  burthens.  Many  were  compelled  to 
live  in  lod^in^s  In  London  or  Bath,  or  to 
eo  abroad,  instead  of  educating  their 
nimilies  at  home,  as  their  fathers  had  done. 
The  bill  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for 
resuming  cash  payments  he  looked  at  with 
reverence.  It  deprived  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  or  the  usual  resources  in 
Jews-comer  and  'Change-alley.  He  was  ' 
quite  unwilling  to  embark  even  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  again.  The  only 
mode  of  relief,  and  of  great  and  effectual 
relief,  was,  the  reduction  of  taxes.  It  was 
a  joke— he  had  not  a  word  to  express  his 
contempt  for  the  opinion  which  would 
represent,  that  reduction  of  taxes  was  not 
the  only  means  of  saving  the  little  rem- 
nant that  was  left,  and  keeping  the  hand 
of  the  tax-gatherer  out  of  it.  He  wou^d  sav 
**  Get  rid  of  that  juggler,  thesinkingfund, 
and  give  the  people  the  5,000,000/.  or 
6,000,000/.  which  it  takes  from  them;  if 
that  will  not  do,  the  first  creditor  is  the 
plough,  the  gentlemen  of  England  must 
not  be  stripf^  of  their  estates,  the  farmer 
must  not  be  deprived  of  his  pittance,  and 
we  must,  come  to  an  accommodation  with 
the  public  creditor.'*  Though  it  mieht 
now  seem  bold  to  say  so,  he  was  sure  that 
he  should  live  to  see  that  result,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the  chanodlor 
of  iae  exchequer,  and  the  noUe  lord 
would  be  seen  coming  forward,  and,  under 
the  plea  of  necessity,  advocating  auch  a 
measure.  He  should  hold  it  inezctfsable» 
if  every  thing  were  not  done  to  prevent 
this,  and  to  pay  strictly  every  shilling  due 
to  the  Creditor.  But,  if  this  could  not  be 
done^  they  were  bonnd»  as  public  men,  to 
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d«  itbal  erm  pHf  ale  ny»  4M-*l«  9Dim 
ta  9lt  amioible  arn»|enieofc  for  paving  a 
porUoa  of  ibe  debt,  before  Ih^  ihotila  come 
tQhav^BQQealalUopi^.  He  could  coo- 
^ider  tho  i^ricttltural  committee  only  M  a 
oonmittffe  of  landlordf  whose  object  wa»» 
D»  raise  the  price  of  com.  Had  it  been  a 
committee  of  mercbaota»  they  would,  he 
had  BO  doubt,  have  come  to  a  concluiioa 
directly  opposite*  For  the  coasumers  a| 
Isrge  ae  would  sst^  that  the  committee 
and  the  report  had  qo  other  object  but 
the  raisbg  of  prioesy  which  would  be  a 
great  calawiljr* 

The  Marquis  of  LmdoHderrjf  said,  he 
had  heard  nothiag  that  evenii^  to  coo- 
tIhob  him  that  it  would  not  hatre  been 
better  to  reserve  the  discussion  till  au  op- 
portunity when  some  more  practical  pro- 
position should  be  brought  torwmrd.  He 
put  it  to  honourable  members]  opposite, 
whether  they  had  not  lost  a  great  deal  of 
piecious  time  in  not  raising  a  question, 
upon  the  state  of  the  currency  during  the 
considerable  part  of  the  session  which  had 
passedt  if  tb^  believed  that  measures  af- 
h^ixkg  the  euiteocy  would  give  peUef« 
He  meant  such  measuMS  has  had  been 
proposed  by  the  hon*  member  for  Essex, 
'  and  which  would  probably  be  seeended  by 
the  hoe*  member  for  Ceveniry,  who  had 
supported  the  bill  in  1819  as  ardently  as 
any  member^  but  who  seegaed,  to  be  doing 
all  hQ  could  slnoe*  to  atone  for  that  sup- 
port. The  hoOi  member  for  Essex  ought 
pot  to  Ittve  been  satisfied  with  makii^  a 
iruitlem  compbint  that  night ;  but  if  he 
thought  that  ne  could  influence  the  jvdg- 
ment  of  the  House»  h^  ought  to  have  sub* 
mitted  a  meaiure  siieh  as  he  had  alludedto. 
The  hoB.  member  ought  to  have  satiaSed 
the  House  th^t  the  bill  ought  to  be  re^ 
pesleda  and  not  to  have  meiely  maligned 
Urn    He  could  new  understand  the  couree 

Crsued  by  the  hon.  member  for  Shrews* 
ry.  He  could  not  before  uaderatsnd 
why  it  was  thought  desirable  that,  with 
imperfect  views,  they  should  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  came 
before  them  in  no  practical  shape.  But 
he  could  now  see  the  objeet  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Shrewsbury;  and  he  must  enter 
his  moat  solemn  pretes^t  against  the  pur- 
pose which  he  had  in  view;  for,  tf  he  un- 
derstood him  righ^,  he  wished  to  sound  die 
public  mind,  through  the  ohanne)  of  tlie 
distresses  of  tfc^  agricultural  classes,  to 
iieertain  if  they  were  disposed  to  favour 
that  most  flamol  deviation  from  sound 
poUoyaa  uwaa&«iic9«iiMnbeiiesty~ 


nhreanb of  faVk  towards  th^ pDhiio oren 
ditor.-.Cqulda  Qritish House  or  Comwma 
saiy^tiaii  such  a  measure,  it  wouU  reliievA 
no  uUss  in  the  ooaaBMinitj%  but  it  would 
overwheln^  a)l  classes  with  ruiq.  Were  it 
possible  for  them,  to  be  dishonest  and  base 
enough  toUst^  to  a  project  o(  national 
bankpuptcy,,  the  result  must  be  taofit 
calamitous.  If  they  could  adopt  the  idea 
of  abeodooiag  the  sinking  fund  to  re- 
peajl  taxes  to  thai  amount,  it  would 
prove  aa  injurious  as  unjust,  and  the 
taith  of  the  nation  would  be  sacri- 
fioed  without  teUevii^  the  existing  dis^ 
tress^  To  ascertain  this  it  was  not  neces- 
sary |o  wait  fpr  the  consequeooes  of  aucli 
act  experimenl^  Every  roan  at  all  ac- 
I  ouainted  with  the  su^ect  knew,  that  were 
this  dpne,  it  cotdd  affi>rd  no  essential  ro- 
ll^.—it  would  be  but  a  drop  c^  water  in  the 
sea*  Nay,  he  we«Id  go  farther  and  say« 
thatif  the  whole  weight  of  our  taxes  could 
by  possibility  he  removed— as  well  those 
wbMsh  were  necessary  |o  support  our 
establishm^ntat  aa  those  which  were  de- 
manded to  enable  the  counMy  to  fulfil  its 
es^agements^f  i^  the  tasea  oould  at 
once  be  swept  away,  that  degree  of  telief 
would  not  be  afforded,  that  no  dpstreea 
should  be  fek.  This  waa  not  the  first  %vm 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Sbrenrsbury 
had  attacked  the  govevaenent  of  the  couui- 
try-— not  the  present  admioistratioo^  but 
the  government  generallji»  by  imputing  to 
them  all  the  distresses  that  were  the  sub^ 
jeot  of  complaint,  by  making  them  answer- 
able for  aU  the  burthena  thrown  ^  the 
ceuotrjF  by  the  late,  war*  and  for  events 
long  smoe  .jpaaied  by,  over  which  ihey 
omild  have  had  no  control    That  hon. 

Etntleman  might  take  a  lesson  fp«m  his 
end  near  hiroi  the  member  for  Portarl* 
iegtoi^  idle  had  ^own  how  small  a  p^r-^ 
lion  Af  thai  dialresi  new  fiomplained  of 
bad  been  tkrovf a  ua  Ae  auS^wg  indi- 
fiduali  bv  taxation^  AvQrmwii  who  teak 
a  rational  view  of  tJUs  su^ect,  must  knoir 
that  he  was.  atten^ptii^  to  m^lead  the 
public  when  he  represented  that  the  eatr 
Mtin^g  disuem  omdd  be  removed  by  any 
remission  of  taxation.  He  must  take  thai 
opportunitv,  after  what  had  been,  adr 
vanoed,  of  stating  what  he  knew  the  feel- 
ings of  the  country  to  be  on  this  sidK> 
ject.  He  would  never  beVeve.  (and  he 
thought  he  knew  its  temper  weU)y|»uia  thw 
country,  under  anjr  degree  of  su&i;ing^ 
would  so  £Bur  forget  itself  aa  to  (avour  in- 
jusUoe*  He  would  not  believe .  tha^ 
mider  aoy  eircnakstaapeiy  tl^ey  would  be 
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di^oded  to  break  fakh  with  tbd  pablio 
ci^h<H'.    The  ftccvrity  whldi  the  boo. 
gentleman  >ro<fei*ed  to  oSer»  in  the  ftnt 
liMtance— *Dy  notcalltM  on  thepubliccre* 
ditor  )o  eoMpoutid,  till  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing taxes  to  the  amount  of  the  siiiklnft 
fund  had  bem  tried — wm  no  securit  j  at  all. 
They  would  viTe,  by  taking  such  «  course, 
ealy  a  brief  delay ;  for  the  certain  conse* 
qoencesof  suehastep  were  sufficiently 
known.    The  disdrees  was  caused  by  the 
operstioli  of  the  seasoM,  and  tho'state  of 
the  BMurkets ;  and  therefore  could  toot  be 
cored  by  the  r^oHssion  of  taxation,  Ofen 
Chough  tha»  were  purtied  to  the  lefi^  of 
national  bankrupti^.    On  thie  point  there 
could  be  no  doubt ;  Ibr  if  a  parliament 
could  be  found  so  degenerate,  and  a  peo* 
pie  so  destitute  of  honour  and  common 
honesty,  as  not  to  start  at  the  idea  of  such 
an  abandonment  of  principle,  the  most 
aordid  calculation  would  forbid  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  measure;  as  the  iNFant  of 
protection  for  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  which  must  ht  felt  in  that  casoi 
would  make  it  worse  than  useless,  and, 
instead  of  removing  the  evil,  would  only 
have  the  eflect  of  bi^y  aggravatfaig  it. 
And  here,  when  diey  beard  lo  much  of 
the  distress  of  the  countiry  tbey  must  gife 
liim  leave  to  say,  in  spite  of  the  candid 
representations  Of  the  hon.  meftnber  fbr 
Shrewsbury  (who  was  always  moreanxious 
to  colour  highly  than  to  colour  fkithfully) 
the  manufiicturen  of  the  countvy  mtrt  in  a 
•state  i>f  great  acthrity  of  exertion,  ted  a 
great  increase  of  thmr  social  cotaforti  had 
taken  placei  whidi  were  likely  to  continue. 
The  comtuerceof  the  country  was  flourish- 
ing, and  In  crery  part  the  utmost  acthrity 
ivas  to  be  remarks.    He  would  repeat  It, 
that  the  only  body  of  mto  now  suffering 
under  the  pressure  of  dktress  was  the 
agricuhural  part  of  the  commumty,  and 
their  situation  was  to  be  traced  to  the 
course  of  the  seasons,  and  the  consequent 
state  of  the  markets.    Though  lAiundance 
was  desirable,  yet  carried  ^yond  a  cer- 
tain point,  it  occasioned  evils  lika  those 
now  felt.    He  was  not  prepared  to  go  into 
this  view  of  the  question,  and  to  show  how 
they  suffered  by  abundance ;  butif  <befhon. 
member  for  Portarlineton  turned  his  in- 
telligent mind  to  it,  he  could  make  the 
House  understand  this  part  of  the  subject. 
All  other  persons,  it  was  Mid,  must  be 
affected  when  this  great  fundamental  in- 
tete^t  of  corn  was  shaken.    He  would  say, 
however,  that  the  countiry  was  generally 
in  a  atate  of  prosperity.  The  agriculturists 


alone  suffered;  and  they  w0re  suftrmg 
in  common  with  these  of  all  other 
countries.  The  docnrkieB  which  had  been 
so  iBiprudeDtly«  and  he  thou^  so  danger- 
<mslv,  brought  forward,  would,  tie  was 
oflmdem,  find  no  Umtat  out  of  doors.  A 
national  bankruptcy  would  pvove  as  fatal 
to  those  whose  relief  was  soaght  as  to  any 
other  dass^  No  country  had  ever  yet 
becm  saved  by  a  measure  which  beld  out 
nothing  butn  nriaci|^of  ruin.  Thera 
oodd  (>e  no  real  prosperity  which  was  not 
fbunded  on  principles  of  Justice.  Having 
received  the  money,  he  oould  conceive 
no  duty  more  saciid  than  to  pay  the  in« 
terest. 

Mr.  BennH  ^A^  lie  had  broached 
no  doctrine  of  the  kind.  He  had  oolj 
Slated,  that  the  measures  of  ministera 
were  driving  along  in  that  course  which 
would  termihate  in  a  national  bankruptcy^ 
That  be  repeated.  Tba  measures  which 
had  defrauded  the  creditor  in  1797,  and 
the  debtor  in  1822,  were  rapidly  proceed* 
iuR  to  run)  the  nation. 

Mr.  ElUce  wished  to  say  one  word  in 
answer  to  the  noble  lord's  diw^  «^  i»« 
consistency  in  his  opinions  w|th  respect  to 
the  bill  of  ISld.  At  thalt  thne>  as  now» 
be  supported  the  principlea  ^  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  ankious  to  nut  an  nnd  to 
a  system  which  had  so  lon^  disgraced  this 
countiy,  the  only  Btandard,^  i(EN:t,beiOff  tha 
diseretioa  <of  government  and  iha  Ban:  ia 
the  issue  Of  paper  He  had  ainco  cpposed 
any  attempt  toratise  the  dediioii  ^  tha 
Committee,  but  he  hadat  the  fiaoe  atated 
all  hift  apprehendoas  of  the  result  af  the 
doiermination  to  vestora  the  abcieni 
standard,  and  he  had  not  been  deoaivedby 
them. 

Mr.  lUtaNfo<)Oi«ected  the  errar  which 
anpeared  to  have  prevailed  in  the  mind  4i 
his  hon.  ftkxi&t  the  member  for  Salts'- 
bury,  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  was  anndvocata 
for  taxation.  On  the  contrary,  be  hail 
voted  for  every  reduction  of  taaea  thit 
had  been  proposed  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  because  he  wtt  anaioas  for  the 
repeal  of  taxes,  feeling  that  every  xkh 
must  prove  a  burlheh  upon  the  public. 

Mr.  Parfirould  pntit  to  hon.  mamboia, 
whethetrmiy  thing  like  foil  discuision  Could 
be  had  at  the  then  moment,  and  urged  tha 
impropriety  of  partial  dilcuaiian,  as  tend- 
ing to  throw  erronieoub  vieMra  before  tha 
-counti^.  fbr  himsdf,  ha  rofte  meinly  to 
enter  his  protesi  agafaiit  being  iuppObed 
to  concur  m  the  doctrines  Of  tm  hen.  gen* 
tlemen  opposite ;  but  be  catdd  norfoibo* 
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^btervine,  how  easy  it  would  be»  to  show, 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  could  not 
be  owing  to  the  causes  assigned  for  them. 
Neither  the  existence  of  distretSt  nor  its 
extent  in  England,  could  be  denied;  but 
if  he  found  other  countries  labouring  under 
the  same  distress,  and  if  he  found  in  those 
countries  no  alteration  of  the  currency,  no 
weight  of  taxation,  none  of  those  causes  to 
which  the  distressof  England  wasascribed^ 
then.he.was  justiBedin  contending,  that 
it  was  not  entirely  out  of  those  caus^  that 
the  distress  of  this  country  had  arisen. 
Now,  both  in  Flanders  and  in  Switzerland 
the  matest  agricultural  distreu  existed 
at  Uke  present  moment.  In  parts  of 
Switzerland  the  pressure  was  so  severe, 
that  the  land-owners  actually  could  not 
bujr  implements  to  till  the  ground  with, 
Switzerland  had  neither  heavy  taxation 
nor  a  changed  currency  to  complain 
of;  it  w|tf  evident,  therefore,  that,  mde- 
pen4ent  of  those  circumstances,  the  same 
£vil  which  now  afflicted  England  roi^ht 
exist.  There  were  other  facts  presentmg 
themselves  upon  the  surface  of  the  sul^ect, 
which  went  to  negative  the  effect  of  the 
causes  to  which  our  distress  was  imputed. 
The  operation  of  those  causes  had  been 
'as  regarded  the  country)  general;  the 
istress  was  only  partial.  And  the 
House  should  take  notice  how  completely 
the  bill  of  1819  had  fid^ified  the  predic- 
tions of  those  who  had  opposed  it.  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  other  side  had  most  posi« 
4ively  declared,  that  if  the  bill  passed,  the 
revenue  of  the  country  must  fail :  but  the 
bill  had  passed,  the  currency  had  improved, 
and  the  revenue,  notwithstanding,  had 
^one  On. largely  increasing.  All  he  asked 
was,  that  the  bill  should  be  fairly  tried, 
not  by  its  effect  upon  a  particular  interest, 
but  by.  its  effect  upon  the  state  of  the 
whole  interests  of  the  country.  .  He  de- 
sired that  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
^terest  might,  be  taken,  the  state  of  the 
poor-rates,  the  comforts  enjoyed  by  the 
manufacturing  population,  and  the  tran- 
quility prevailing  in  the  manufacturing 
districts.  He  asked,  also,  that  reference 
might  be  had,  in  looking  at  the  bill,  to  the 
general  state  of  commerce  in  the  country ; 
and  that  an  unfair  stigma  might  not  be  cast 
upon  the  measure,  merely  because  there 
was  a  pressure  upon  the  agricultural  in- 
terest* He  askeci  this,  first,  because  he 
could  not  admit  partial  distress,  to  be  a 
fair  criterion;  and,  next,  because  he 
would  not  admit  even  that  partial  distress 
to  b^  occasioned  by  the  bill* 
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Mr.  (Mcmfi  did  not  insbt  upon  the 
bill  of  1619  as  one  of  the  very  material 
causes  of  the  present  agricokoral  distress* 
although  It  aid  press  in  some  measure 
upon  Uiat  interest  as  well  as  upon  others ; 
but  when  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  relied 
upon  the  prosperity  of  the  manufacturers* 
he  would  tell  him  that  the  very  distrese 
of  the  agriculturist  was  one  great  source 
of  that  prosperity.  He  was  bound  to  de** 
clare  (although  he  knew  the  doctrine 
would  not  be  popular  on  his  own  side), 
that  the  agricultural  distress  arose  out  of 
the  too  great  production,  and  that  over- 
production created  Siich  a  competition  in 
the  nuirket,  that  the  tax  which  the 
grower  paid  he  waa  unable  to  throw  upon 
Uie  consumer.  The  manufacturer  was 
well  off,  because  the  price  of  produce  was 
ruinously  low.  The  agriculturist  was 
starving,  because  he  raised  produce  under 
heavy  burthens,  and  was  compelled  to  sell 
at  prices  which  would  not  reimburse 
him.  And,  what  was  the  relief  proposed 
for  all  this  suffering?  One  million  was 
to  be  laid  out  in  corn  for  the  purpose  of 
warehousing.  But  he  must  contend,  that 
that  measure  would  do  nothing  at  all  for 
the  agriculturist.  The  million  must  be 
laid  out  in  com  which  would  bear  ware« 
housing,  and  that  kind  of  corn  was  already 
at  a  »ir  price.  The  warehousing  plan 
would  do  no  good  at  all  to  the  grower, 
and  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to 
the  consumer.  Tliey  came,  then,  to  the 
question  of  what  ought  to  be  done ;  and* 
upon  that  point,  he  must  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  declaration  of  the 
noble  lord.  The  noble  lord  said,  that, 
suppose  the  whole  taxes  of  the  country, 
much  less  5,000,000/.  of  them,  repealed, 
the  grower  of  com  could  not  be  relieved*  « 
The  Opposition  had  been  charged  with 
extravagant  propositions;  but  let  the 
House  only  consider  that  single  proposi- 
tion of  the  noble  lord.  About  70,000,000/. 
of  revenue  were  collected ;  the  collection 
was  made  at  a  very  great  expense ;  the 
mere  nett  revenue  nearly  doubled  the 
rental  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  yet  the 
noble  lord  said,  that  its  repeal  would  not 
help  the  farmer  1  A  more  monstrous 
proposition  had  never  been  uttered  in  any 
assembly.  The  short  truth  was,  that  if 
the  price  of  produce  could  not  be  raised, 
the  charge  or  production  must  be  lessened, 
and  that  lessening  must  take  place  in  dif- 
ferent branches  of  expense,  and  in  dif- 
ferent ways — ^by  abatement  of  rent,  by 
lowering  of  tithes,  by  diminished  poor** 
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rates»  by  reduced  price  of  labour,  and 
last,  and  certainly  not  least,  by  a  propor- 
tionate lessening  of  taxation.  With  what 
face  could  government  ask  the  land- 
holder to  abate  his  rent,  while  it  told 
him  that  no  end  would  be  answered  by 
abatement  of  taxation  ?  He  did  not  say 
that  it  was  possible  to  reduce  taxation  in 
an  e({ual  degree  with  rent ;  but  he  did  in- 
sist upon  every  reduction  which  could  be 
made  consistently  with  the  engagements 
by  which  the  country  was  bound.  He 
went  no  farther  x  honour,  justice,  and 
sound  policy,  alike  demanded  that  those 
engagements  should  be  fulfilled. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  said,  he 
had  never  meant  to  contend  t&at  the  re- 
mission of  taxes  would  afford  no  relief. 
He  had  only  maintained,  that  if  it  were 
possible  the  country  could  exitc  as  a 
c^ouotry,  all  the  taxes  being  swept  away, 
the  present  distress  would  not  be  removed. 
The  absurdity  of  supposing  that  it  could 
be  %o  removed  had  been  forcibly  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  member  for  Portar- 
L'ngton. 

Mr.  H.  Gurnet^  thought  the  existing 
distresses,  which  might  more  properly  be 
called  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  country,  had  been  entirely  produced 
by  the  measure  commonly  called  Mr. 
Peers  bill. 

,  The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
— Adjourned  to  the  17th. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday f  April  17- 

Accessories  in  Felonies.]  Mr. 
Bennet  rose,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill*' to  amend  the  laws  against  Accessories 
before  the  fact  in  certain  Felonies.''  The 
House  must  be  well  aware  that  in  certain 
cases  of  felony,  such  as  murder,  arson, 
robbery,  and  others,  the  individuals  who 
were,  perhaps,  the  instigators  to  the  crime, 
but  did  not  participate  in  its  commission, 
could  receive  no  other  punishment  than 
twelve  months  imprisonment.  He  would 
mention  an  instance  which  placed  the  im- 
policy of  the  law  in  this,  respect  in.  a 
strong  point  of  view.  A  jeweller  in 
Aruodel-streel,  was  some  time  since 
robbed  of  property  to  the  amount  of 
2,000/.  It  appeared  that  the  robbery  had 
been  planned  by  a  boy  in,  the  employment 
of  the  jeweller,  and  there  were  strong 
grounds  for  believing  that  he  had  even 
assisted  in  the  fact;  but,  because  there 
was  no  direct  proof  of  that,  the  judges 
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were  obhgcd  to  let  him  escape  with  the 
slight  punishment  which  the  law,  as  it  at 
present  stood,  provided  for  his  offence. 
The  object  of  the  bill  which  he  proposed 
to  introduce,  was,  to  invest  the  judges 
with  power  to  inflict  a  heavier  punishment 
upon  persons  who  were  proved  to  have 
been  accessories  before  the  fact,  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  felonies,  than  the  laws  at 
present  permitted. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Manslaughter.]  Mr.  Bennet  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  ^<  to 
amend  the  laws  respecting  the  crime  of  Man- 
slaughter." Twelve  months  imprisonment, 
which  was  the  punishment  usually  inflicted 
at  the  quarter-sessions,  upon  persons  con- 
victed of  petty  larcenies,  was  all  to  which  the 
judges  at  present  could  sentence  a  person 
found  ^\x\\iy  of  manslaughter,  however 
cruel  might  have  been  the  circumstances 
attending  the  commission  of  the  latter 
crime.  He  was  of-  opinion,  that  the 
judges  should  be  empowered  to  award  the 
punishment  of  fourteen  years  transporta- 
tion in  aggravated  cases  of  manslaughter ;  . 
and  the  ob^'ect  of  his  bill  was,  to  give  them 
that  power.  He  referred  to  the  case  of 
the  man  who  was  thrown  from  a  window 
in  Charles-street,  Drury-lane,  and  died  in 
consequence  of  the  injuries  he  received. 
The  parties  concerned  in  that  transaction, 
who  were  found  guilty  of  manslaughter, 
could  receive  no  greater  punishment  than 
twelve  months  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Wffnn  was  of  opinion,  that  no  part 
of  the  law  required  more  amendment  than 
that  whicli  related  to  manslaughter* 
Under  the  head  of  manslaughter,  cases 
moat  widely  differing  in  the  degrees  of 
criminality  were  comprehended.  A  mere 
accidental  blow  in  a  scuffle,  if  it  occa- 
sioned death,  was  considered  manslaughter, 
and  the  deliberate  killing  of  an  ofiicer  in 
the  execution  of  a  warrant,  if  the  instm- 
pient  was  in  any  degree  informal,  was  no 
greater  crime.  These  two  things  were 
considered  in  the  eye  of  the  law  as  ex- 
actly the  same  offisoce,  and  the  judge  had 
no  power  to  inflict  a  greater  punishment 
with  respect  to  one  than  another. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill* 

Beer  Trade/)  Mr.  Tiemey  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  land-owners  of 
Maidenhead,  in  Berkshire,  praying  for  a 
speedy  change  of  regulations  in  the  mode 
of  licensing  public- houses.  The  peti« 
tioners  complained  of  the  bad  quaHty  and 
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needlesdy  high  price  of  niaU  liquuors ;  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  granting 
llceases  to  indivickialt  rather  Chaa  to  sigos 
tnd  houset ;  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  give  a  free  trade  to  the  publican,  and 
en^le  him  to  change  his  brewer,  if  he 
found  it  convenient* 

Mn  ff^ym  thought,  that  the  giving 
Kcenaes  to  persons  intead  of  houses  would 
be  attended  with  mischief.  It  was  part 
of  a  magistrate's  dutr  to  say  wJiete  a 
public  house  should  be  as  well  as  who 
should  keep  it  If  licenses  were  made 
personal,  Uie  holders  might  remove  their 
residences  at  pleasure,  and  so  two  or 
three  public^ouBes  ought  be  situated 
close  to  one  another. 

Mr.  Grenfeil  said,  the  intention  was» 
not  to  intemea  wi^t  the  discretion  of  the 
magistracy,  hat  to  pul  the  licenses  into 
the  hands  of  individuals,  bast^  of  a^- 
ing  them  to  buddioffs. 

Sir  R*  Wilson  doubted  whether  anv 
licenses  ought  to  be  granted  to  sudi 
bouses  as  were  the  property  of  brewers. 

Mr.  Bennd  trusted,  that  the  House 
would  not  run  away  with  so  important  a 
question.  A  proposition  such  as  that, 
which  his  gallant  friend  had  just  hinted 
at,  and  which  would  put  millions  of  pro- 
perty in  jeopardy  ought  not  to  be  looked 
at  hastily.  He  mtended,  if  he  could  find 
time  in  Uie  present  year,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
.  for  recasting  the  laws  relative  to  the 
licensing  and  the  regulation  of  public- 
houses. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  hi^py  to  hear  of 
his  hon.  friend's  intention.  The  licennng 
system  stood  in  lamentable  need  o^  a  re* 
vision.  Not  only  was  the  very  large  and 
wholly  uncontrolled  power  held  m  ma- 
gistrates over  publicans  most  liaole  to 
abuse,  but  in  some  cases  abuse  of  it  had 
been  proved.  In  many  instances  of 
comphdnt  he  was  disposed  to  trace  the 
ftuilt  rather  to  bad  judgment  in  the 
licensing  justice  than  to  wilftil  abuse; 
but  abuses  had  been  showa;  and  he 
could  not  help  thinkiog,  that  magistrates, 
hi  dieir  discretion,  were  disposed  to  re- 
strict the  number  of  public-houses  too 
far.  To  allow  a  monopoly  to  one  house 
in  each,  district,  and  thiat  monopoly  to  a 
house  belonging  to,  or  connected  with, 
a  brei|fer^  led  immediately  to  the  sale  of 
an  inftuor  commodity;  and  the  result 
was  an  evil  fiir  greater  than  that  against 
which  the  magistrate,  in  his.  caution,  in- 
tended-to  provide :  persons  who,  in  other 
circumstances,  would  have  4nmk  good 


ak  or  beer,    weife 
ill-quality  of  those 
had  spirits. 
The  petitioa  was  ordered  to  be  printed* 


dompelied  by   th« 
beverages  to  drbk 


Mabjuaoes    op    Unitarian    Bis* 
3EHXBR8.]]     Mr.  Brougham  present^  a 
petition  mm  the  Uokarian  E^sseaters  of 
Kendal    ia  Westmoreland,  complaining, 
that  certain  parta  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Marriage  act  pressed  on  their  oonscienoest 
and  praying,  to  he  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  in  that  respect  with  the  Jewa  and 
Quakers  in  Cngkuid,  and  wjth  the  Uni- 
tarian Dissenters  ia  Scotland  and  Irelaiid« 
Mr.  19^«  •Smi^A  begfled,  before  he  opened 
ld£  propositioa  to  the  House,  to  put  in 
two   netttions,  the  one  from   SheflBeld^ 
the  other  from  Stockton  upon  Tees. 
The  i^titions  having  been  read, 
Mr.  iF.  Smith  proceeded*    In  brinff« 
ing  forward  the.  present  motion«  he  diomd 
begin  by  stating  the  ffrievances  of  which 
the  petitioners  compmined.    Their  com* 
plaint  was,  that  by  the  regulations  of  the 
act  of  the  26th  George  2nd,  commonly 
called  the  Marriage  act,  they  were  placed 
in  a  situation  pamfiil  to  themselves  and 
different  from  that  in  which,  previous  to 
the  passing  of  that  act,  they  had  beea 
permitted  to  stand.    It  would  scarcely  be 
denied  by  any  one  that  marriage  was  a 
civil  ceremony.    It  was  so  considered* 
not  only  by  the  common  law,  but  by  the 
canon  law ;  and  from  the  year  1753,  up 
to  the  passing  of  the  act  npw  complained 
o(  marriages  solemnized  by  the  Dissenters 
in  their  own  places  of  worship  had  been 
held  good  and  valid.    The  act  of  the  ^th 
Greo.  2nd,  however,  enactmg  that  every 
marriage,  to  be  held  legal,  must  be  so- 
lemnized in  the  church,  by  the  ministers 
of  the  diurch,  and  according  to  the  ritual 
of  the  church,  completely  deprived  the 
Diss^ters  of  their  before  enjoyed  privi* 
leges.    He  was  one  of  the  dass  of  per- 
sons now  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 
pressure  of  that  act,  and  it  was  iq^rtant 
to  those  persons,  as  a  class,  that,*  coming 
before    parliament,   they   should  *  stand 
rectus  in  curia.    He  begg^,  then^  to  aver, 
that  the  Dissenters  were  on-arraigned  of 
anv  crime,  and  that  they  had  as  good  a 
title  to  worship  Odd  in  their,  own  way  as 
any  members  of  t|te  Church  o^  Epgland^ 
Marriage  was  the  natural  right  of  the 
human  species,   and   neither   man   nor 
woman,   without  tho  grossest  injustice^ 
could  be  deprived  of  its  oenetits.    Yet  the 
act  of  the  26th  GeO|  2nd|.said  to  th^  Bis* 
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aentevg,  *^  You  BbaU  comply  with  terms 
which  are  contrtry  to  the  dictales  of  your 
consciences,  or  you  shBll  forego  the  ad* 
vantage  of  that  natural  right."  Such  a 
holding  was  most  unjust,  it  was  not,  in- 
deed, witliout  precedent,  because  the 
same  course  had  been  pursued  under  Louts 
XIV.,  towards  the  Protestants  of  France* 
The  measure  in  France,  however^  though 
upjust,  was  not  so  inconsistent  as  the  law 
in  England ;  because  the  go?ernmbnt  of 
that  country  recoenized  at  the  time  no 
religion  but  th^  Roman  Catholic.  To 
presume  every  Frenchman  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic was  most  tinjust ;  but,  such  being 
the  presumption,  there  was  no  ioconsis« 
tency,  in  saying,  that  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  should  be  married 
according  to  its  rites.  In  England,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  palpable  inconsistency 
about  the  arrangement.  At  the  verv 
lime  when  the  act  of  Geo.  2tid  passed, 
the  Dissenters  had  the  benefit  of  the  act 
of  Toleration.  At  that  time  it  so  happened 
that  the  Unitarian  Dissenters  were  in 
small  numbers;  so  small,  indeed,  that 
they  had  not  a  place  of  worship  belong* 
Ing  to  them  2  but  the  Jews  and  the 
Quakers  werte  especially  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  Jews 
could  scarcely,  perhaps,  be  called  Dissen- 
ters from  the  Cliurch  of  England — ^but 
the  Quakers  were,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  seci  dissenting  from  the  Chtirch 
of  Englatid,  and  they  could  have  no  right 
40  any  exemptions  in  which  the  Uhitarians 
were  not  entitled  to  participate.  By  the 
canon  law^  marriage  was  nothing  else  but 
a  civil  contract.  This  was  stated  b^ 
hi^h  autlinfity  in  this  couDthr,  when,  m 
1813,  a  question  respecting  the  validity  of 
9  Scottish  marriage  was  discussed.  The 
opinion  of  tlie  lord  chancellor  wasj  that 
the  Scottish  law  Was  founded  oh  the 
Ctanon  law,  which  was  the  foundation  of 
the  laws  respecting  mdrriage  throughout 
Europe,  and  whidi  regarded  marriage  as 
a  contract.  The  Marriage  dct  had  for 
its  object  the  prevention  of  clandestine 
marriages.  With  that  object  he  wished 
not  to  mterfere,  and  he  #ould,  therefore, 
only  propose  the  alteration  of  the  reli- 
g;iou8  part.  Some  religious  ceremonies 
were  common  to  all  nations,  and  were 
highly  proper,  but  they  were  riot  neces- 
sary. As  a  proof  of  that,  he  might  refer 
to  the  decree  of  pope  Innocent  Srd  in 
coimeir,  which  declared  the  religious  so- 
Itmniu  not  to  be  necessary  to  the  vali- 
dity 01  marriages.    But  the  religious  cere* 


tamj^  ooffht  to  be  in  uoisod  with  th^ 
feelings  of  the  parties.  The  ritaal  of  itm 
Church  of  England  was  derived  from  the 
Romish  church.  Now,  to  make  that 
ritaal  a  necessary  pan  of  the  marriage, 
where  relifpous  objections  existed  to  it* 
was  a  positive  ikbsurdity.  He  proposed 
to  leave  out  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
ritual  which  stated  opim'ons  on  which  the 
petitioners  dissented  trom  the  Church  of 
England.  He  concluded  by  moving  for 
leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  *<  for  altering  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  26th  Geo.  2nd,  com-» 
monly  called  the  Marriage  act." 

Mr.  //•  Gumey  did  not  see  what  possi- 
ble objection  there  could  be  to  Unitarians 
bemg  married  by  their  own  clergymen. 
The  whole  service  would  then  be  suited 
to  their  own  sentiments,  and,  banns  being 
regularly  proclaimed  in  the  church,  no  in- 
convenience could  arise  from  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  were  many  objections 
to  parties  having  the  service  performed 
by  clergymen  of  a  difierent  persuasion. 
He  wiated,  therefore,  that  instead  of  such 
a  measure  as  was  now  proposed,  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (Dr.  Phil- 
limcire)  conld  embrace  this  subject  in  his 
bill. 

Leave  w^  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday t  April  18. 
Committee  for  SiMPLiFTitto  the 
Public  Accounts.]  The  ChanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer  rose,  pursuant  to  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  to  investigate  the 
manner  in  which  the  Pd>lic  accounts  are 
at  present  kept,  and  to  suggest  such  im- 
provements in  the  system  as  might  appear 
necessary.  The  first  object  he  had  in 
moving  for  tbb  committee,  was,  to  devise 
some  means  of  simplifying  the  manner  in 
which  the  Public  Accounts  were  prepared. 
He  wished  that  the  accounts  atmualiy  laid 
before  the  House  should  be  made  up  on 
a  mercantile  plan,  presenting,  at  one  view^ 
as  in  a  balance  sheet,  the  income  and  ex- 
penditure of  each  year.  An  attempt  had 
already  been  made  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  atatement  of  this  kind.  If  K 
summary  of  the  debt  and  expenditure  of 
the  country,  in  one  short  abstract,  were 
annually  laid  before  parliament,  that  sum- 
mary might  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  in- 
dex to  each  particlar  account ;  so  that  any 
gentleman  could,  without  difficulty,  refer 
to  the  items  of  which  it  was  composed. 
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Another  object  which  be  contemplated 
wasy  the  making  up  of  the  accounts  at  the 
earliest  possible  period.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  <<  That 
a  select  committee  be  appointed,  to  con- 
sider of  the  best  mode  of  simpUfVinff  the 
Accounts  annually  laid  before  the  ileu- 
ses of  Lords  and  Commons  in  pursuance 
of  several  acts  of  parliament,  respecting 
the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure,  the 
National  Debt,  and  the  trade  and  nayiga- 
tion  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  report 
their. ol^servations  thereupon  to  the  House.'* 

Mr.  Maberly  said>  that  the  errors  which 
were  ittanifest  on  the  face  of  the  public 
accounts  rendered  it  necessary  that  a 
thorough  revision  of  the  system  should 
lake  place.  By  the  adoption  of  a  balance 
sheet,  gentlemen  were  at  once  enabled  to 
detect  any  error  which  mi^ht  occur  in  the 
detailed  accounts ;  and  while  such  a  check 
existed,  \%  would  compel  those  whose  duty 
it  was  to  superintend  the  public  accounts, 
to  make  those  accounts  consistent  with  the 
balance-sheet.  When  this  system  was 
fully  carried  itfto  effect,  the  public  would 
reap  great  benefit  firom  it.  Country  gen- 
tlemen, who  did  not  at  present  pny  much 
attention  to  financial  subjects,  on  account 
of  their  complexity,  would,  when  the  ac- 
counts were  simplified,  very  easily  under- 
stand them,  and  would  at  once  see  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  the  public  expen- 
diture, or  of  the  pubKc  debt. 

Sir  H,  Famell  did  not  mean  to  oppose 
the  motion,  but  he  would  suggest  that  the 
piroposition  did  not  go  far  enough.  It 
%ras  not  merely  a  simplification  of  the  an- 
nual accounts  that  was  called  for;  but  a 
aimptification  of  the  whole  system  of  keep* 
ing  accounts  in  all  the  public  departmenU. 
He  could  refer  to  various  reports  which 
had  been  presented  to  that  House,  com- 
plaining of  the  mode  in  which  the  accounts 
were  at  present  kept.  He  begged  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an 
extract  from  the  evidence  of  the  account- 
ant-general, Mr.  Stednan,  given  before  a 
committee  in  1810,.  That  gentleman  ad- 
mitted, that  the  accounts  were  very  much 
in  arrear,  the  amount  to  be  balanced  in 
each  j-ear  being  about  14,000,000/.  But 
he  added,  *^  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  accounts  in  my  office  might  be  as 
speedily  and  correctly  made  up,  as  those 
of  any  mercantile  house  in  the  kingdom, 
if  a  new  system  was  introduced.  Here 
was  the  evidence  of  theaccountant.general, 
showing  that  the  existing  system  was  an 
improper  one.    There  was  another  point, 


connected  with  the  motion.  He  alluded 
to  the  estimates ;  which  were  at  present 
submitted  to  the  House  in  a  manner  which 
rendered  it  impossible  to  understand  theni 
thoroughly.  No  account  was  given,  as  to 
what  became  of  the  supply ;  whether  there 
was  a  balance  in  hand,  or  a  debt  outstand- 
ing. He  knew  there  was  a  sort  of  account 
laid  before  the  House  in  April,  but  it  was 
then  of  no  use ;  and  even  if  it  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  in  good  time,  it  would 
not  give  a  full  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  supply  was  disposed  of.  It  would* 
therefore,  make  this  measure  more  effi- 
cient, if  it  were  extended  to  the  whole 
system  of  keeping  the  public  accounts.  - 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  that  the  la- 
bours of  the  committee  would  not  be  so 
light  as  the  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  ima- 
gine. The  range  of  their  investigation 
would  be  so  extensive,  that  it  was  doubtful 
whether  they  would  be  able  to  make  a 
report  that  session.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  their  labours  would  enable  govem- 
n^nt  to  lay  the  annual  accounts  before 
the  House  much  earlier  (than  heretofore, 
and  in  a  different  shape  from  that  in  which 
they  formerly  appeared.  If  the  duties  of 
the  committee  were  extended  to  the  whole 
system  of  keeping  the  public  accounts,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  effect  any 
useful  purpose  whatever  in  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  ElUce  could  not  concur  with  his 
hon.  friends  in  their  view  of  the  advantages 
which  the  country  was  likely  to  derive 
from  this  motion.  He  had  hoped,  in  con« 
seouence  of  what  occurred  in  the  last,  as 
well  as  in  the  present  settion  that  a  com- 
mittee would  nave  been  appointed  to  in- 
quire generally  into  the  public  accounts ; 
and  although  great  labour  would  be  thrown 
on  such  a  committee,  he  could  not  see 
why  they  should  not,  like  the  committee 
on  trade,  report  from  time  to  time,  ott 
particular  parts  of  the  public  accounts. 
One  object  for  which  he  wished  that  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  was,  to  inouire 
into  the  mode  (»  managing  the  sinking 
fund.  They  were  at  present  keeping  up 
two  or  three  useless  establishments  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  with  one  hand  what 
was  received  by  the  other.  Thus,'  if 
18,000,000/.  or  19,000,000/.  was  paid 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  it  was 
received  back  again  in  the  shape  of  loans. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  going  to  do 
away  with  the  great  principle  which  for- 
merlydistinguisned  thesinkingfund  system, 
by  removing  its  power  of  multiplication..  If 
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Ihis  were  80>  and  if  the  tinking  fund  were 
idcreased  to  SfiQOflM.  without  the  power 
of  accumolfttioD,  why  not  at  once  cancel 
the  redeemed  debt,  and  pay  the  ttirplus  of 
the  revenue  to  the  commissionert.  This 
would  simplify  the  system,  and  it  appeared 
to  htm,  the  only  objection  which  could  be 
urged  against  it  was,  the  necessity  which 
it  would  impose  upon  the  r^t  hon.  gen- 
tiemiln  to  reduce  one  or  two  useless  eMab- 
lishments  and  to  state  his  accounts  in  a 
manner  which  thepublic  could  understand. 
Another  point  which  it  was  material  the 
committee  should  place  on  some  intelligi- 
ble footing  was,  the  manner  in  which  Uie 
accounts  relative  to  our  trade  and  navi- 
gation were  made  up.  At  present  it  was 
perfectly-  impossible  for  the  House  or  the 
country  to  understand,  gnt  to  draw  any 
correct  inference  from  th*em.  They  had 
what  were  I  called  the  real,  and  official 
values,  and  according  to  them  the  trade 
of  the  last  year  had  been  stated  as  greatly 
exceeding  that  of  the  roost  prosperous 
preceding  year.  Was  that  accordmg  to 
the  value  affixed  to  exports  and  imports 
during  the  war,  or  haa  that  vahie  been 
reduced  according  to  the  real  decline  m 
prices  since?  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  as  well  lay  these  retuiHt  in  hiero- 
glyphics on  the  uble,  as  in  their  present 
shape,  without  some  key  by  which  the 
House  could  comprehend  them.  All  the 
machinery  of  the  exchequer  accounts 
colled  also'  loudly  for  examination  and 
refOTOh  As  nothing  it  appeared,  could 
be  done  without  a  committee  of  that 
House,  and  as  their  labours  were  now  to 
be  confined  to  the  specific  objects  men- 
tioned by  the  risht  hon.  gentleman,  he 
hoped  at  least,  they  would  gain  so  much 
bv  the  measure,  that  in  proportion  as  the 
House  obtained  information  from  their 
present  limited  inouiries,  they  would  feel 
disposed  to  press  the  renewal  of  the  com- 
mittee hereafter  for  more  extended 
objects. 

Sir  J.  Newport  thought  the  roost  satis- 
factory course  would  be,  for  the  committee 
to  take  up  particular  branches  of  the 
subject  and  report  on  them  firom  time  to 
time. 

The  Chaneellftr  of  the  Exchequer  did 
not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  report  from 
time  to  time,  and  could  not  consent  to 
enlarge  his  motion  to  the  extent  which 
gentlemen  opposite  desired.  If  it  were  so 
enlarged,  it  would  bring  subjects  into  dis- 
cussion, the  consideration  of  which  pro- 
perly belonged  to  other  bodies.    Some  of 
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them  were,  indeed,  under  the  immediate 
cognizance  of  government  itself. 

The  motion  was  agreed,  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appmnted. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  April  22«    , 

AORICOLTUBAL  DiSTRBSS.]      Sir   W. 

Lemon  presented  a  petition  from  the 
owners  and  occtipiers  of  land  in  the 
cotintv  of  Cornwall.  The  petitioners  lid- 
▼erted  to  the  distresses  of  the  country; 
and  stated  their  conviction  that  those  dis* 
tresses  did  not  arise  from  a  tranisition  from 
a  state  of  war  to  a  state  of  peace,  but 
chiefly  from  a  lavish  expenditure  of  the 
government*  * 

Mr.  Gren/eil  bore  testimony  to  the  re- 
spectability of  the  individuals  who  had 
signed  the  petition;  but  he  was  bound  in 
justice  to.  himself  to  declare,  that  he  dkl 
not  concur  in  many  of  the  opinions  which 
the  petition  contained.  Although  he  felt, 
in  common  with  every  member  who  hesrd 
him,  the  severity  of  the  distress  which 
pressed  upon  agriculture,  yet  lie  Was  of 
opinion,  tLat  tluit  distress  was  not  of  so 
gelierd  a  nature  as  had  been  represented. 
He  bdieved,  too,  that  it  wduld  be  but  of 
temporary  duration,  and  that  the  period 
was  not  far  distant  when  it  would  be  in  a 
considerable  degree  removed.  He  knew 
that  many  members  of  that  House,  and 
writers  out  of  doors,  hsd  painted  the  pre- 
sent and  prospective  situation  of  the  coun- 
try in  gloomy  and  despcmding  colours. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  one  of  those  who 
never  did  despond.  He  never  yet  had 
desponded,  and  he  recollected  no  former 
occasion  on  which  he  was  less  disposed  to 
entertain  gloomy  apprehensions  of  the 
situation  of  the  ceimtry  than  at  present. 
If  those  who  appeared  to  despair  of  the 
state  of  the  country  would  admit  as  prooft 
of  national  prosperity  an  increasing  po- 
pulation, accompanied  with  a  consider- 
able extension  of,  trade,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  together  with  a  degree 
of  active  employment  throughout  the 
manufacturing  districts  seldom  surpassed, 
and  a  more  general  diffusion,  not  only 
of  the  necessaries,  but  of  the  comforts 
and  even  luxuries  of  life  among  classes 
of  the  community  which  before  were 
unable  to  obtain  them;  and  if,  in  ad- 
dition to  these  circumstances,  the  super- 
abundance of  capital  manifested  by  the 
investments  whicfi  were  inade  in  build- 
ingSj  in  public  works,  and  in  every  other 
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W9J  in  wbicb  cafiUal  could  be  lot etted* 
was  also  admittfea  as  an  indication  of  na- 
lionaL  prosperity;  then  he  would  confi- 
dently say,  that  all  these  things  existed  in 
eyery  part  of  Great  Britain ;  and  be  had 
no  doubt  that  if  the  country  continued  to 
enjoy  Uie  blessihss  of  {>etee»  t6  b'e  well 
governed,  and  to  nave  iU  affiurs  properly 
ttdminStte^  in  spitfe  of  the  bhwdeit  of 
governnbent  during  the  last  twenty  five 
yearsp  in  sowle  of  the  profusion  and  estra^ 
vBgance  wnich  bad  charaeterbed  tba  ^ 
veromeot  during  the  same  period,  ii  spite 
of  the  filial  measure  of  179T»  #hieh  oaiiaed 
our  departure  from  a  true  atandard  of 
cutfreoey,  and  subs^tutad  for  it  a  fictitious 
ourrescy,  that  from  its  nikture  bad  M  to 
much  of  that  extravagance  wbiofa  he  1»* 
DsfnMd^D  spite  of  aU  tb^s^  ciirautastakices 
be  was  still  or  opinion,  that  in  a  fe#  years^ 
tbe  nation  would  mike  a  further  advance 
tn  wedth  and  prosperity  than  it  bad  ever 
before  reached. 
Ordered  to  lid  on  the  taUe. 

BaAxua*^CoitD0OT  of  thi  Gonsol 
Gbnxiial.]  Mr.  Hmme  sMd^  be  bad  a 
petition  to  present  from  British  merchants 
triidiBg  to  Rio  Jarteiro,  He  bad  on  the 
ISth  of  Jube  last  year,  moved  for  papers 
relating  to  the  commeroe  of  this  country 
with  the  Brazils^  The  noble  marquis, 
now  in  bis  place,  did  not  object  to  the 
ftiotion,  but  look  upon  himself  to  doubt 
tbe  accuracy  of  his  statements.  He  was 
happy  now  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  prove 
the  accuracy  of  his  statements.  He  eame 
prepared  to  lay  before  the  House  ode  of 
the  grievances  under  which  British  cons- 
meree  suffered  in  that  place,  as  \t%  ewery 
part  of  the  wdrld,  from  the  ooadaot  of 
the  consuls^  AA  act  of  George  the  lst> 
authorised  tbe  levying  of  duties  for  mer- 
cbanu  in  distress,  ^t  placed  the  sifla 
levied  in  the  hands  of  tbe  merchants 
themselves^  In  1808,  sir  Janes  Gam- 
bier  bad  beeti  appoibted  consul  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  md  had  imposed  a  duty  of  lOf. 
per  oent  on  ill  goods  imported  and  ex- 

Sorted*  AU  complained  of  this  as  un« 
iwfttli  and  matiy  deiaurfed«  In  conse- 
aueace,  it. was  found  t^rat  he  was  not  au- 
lorleed  to  enforce  it.  But  an  act  of 
parliament  was  passed  in  1814,  towards 
the  end  of  the  seasion,  whicli  authorized 
the  iadpost.  It  was  called  <*  An  act  to 
amend  (be  8tb  of  George  the  1st  ;*'  but 
aosiead  of  amending  that  act,  it  gave 
poireie  %i^ich  bad  never  existed  before. 
Qinoe  lSl5p  whin  ttiis^an  to  be  enforced, 


59»009{.  bad  been  levied  under  this  act. 
The  House  woiild  be  surprised  to  hear, 
that  tbe  amount  of  the  consul-general's  in- 
come was  9>Q0(M.  a  year,  exolusive  of  tbe 
large  tees  allowed  to  the  vice-consul  i  and 
the  whole  arose  out  of  oppreasi? e  imposts 
levied  upon  the  British  commercial  inter- 
ests in  the  colony*  The  gross  abuses 
consequent  upon  such  a  system  would  not 
be  astonishing^  It  generally  happened 
that  an  enormous  salary  made  a  gentle* 
man  superior  to  the  duties  of  bis  office  s 
and  therefore  it  was  not  wonderfiil  that 
Mr,  Chamberiayne,  the  present  consul^ 
neglected  every  thing  whieh  he  was  paid 
for  attending  to;  and|  in  fact,  rather  pre- 
judiced the  British  interest,  than  did  any 
thing  to  advance  or  facilitate  it.  In  the 
first  place,  Mr.  Chamberiayne  resided  at 
i  distance  firom  the  port— a  measure,  per- 
haps»  very  convenient  to  him,  but  hishly 
inconvenient  to  the  merehanti  and  wip<> 
masters  who  had  business  to  arrange  with 
him.  Again,  in  oppositioo  to  the  custom 
established  at  all  ports,  which  required 
masters  of  vessels  to  diow  their  registeri, 
but  not  to  pot  them  out  of  their  custody  t 
Mr*  Chamberiayne  compelled  the  t»ptiins 
and  traders  to  give  up  Uieir  registers  and 
papers,  nor  were  those  papers  returned 
out  upon  tbe  pa3rment  of  his  own  (ees,  and 
farther  exorbitant  charges  on  the  part  of 
the  vice-c^osol.  The  petitioners  declared 
in  their  statement  of  grievaneea,  that  the 
fees  demanded  of  them,  at  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  were  three  times  greater  than 
those  which  they  had  to  pay  in  Lisbon. 
They  farther  complained  that  the  vice- 
oonsul  charged  2|  per  cent  upon  the  pro- 
ceeds of  all  sales  made  in  tbe  colony,  for 
Ae  benefit  of  .underwritere  in  England, 
before  he  woiikl  certify  that  such  sales  bad 
acHially  taken  place.  Independently  of 
the  eOBsideratton  how  far  such  patents  as 
that  of  Mr.  Chamberiayne  could  in  law 
exist  (patents  like  those  panted  by 
Charles  the  Ist,  levying  contnbutions  on 
colonies  for  the  benefit  of  individuals),  it 
would  appeu*  thit  the  present  consul,  in* 
stead  of  protecting,  was  every  way  injur- 
ing the  interests  of  his  country^  He 
farmed  certain  fees  and  dues  at  a  large 
rent  to  the  vice-consul,  and  freoucratly 
left  to  that  same  officer  the  whole  ma- 
nsgement  of  the  colonial  business/  giving 
him  the  power  to  demand  almost  what 
fees  he  might  think  proper.  The  conso 
quenoe  was,  that  where  shipi^  of  other  na* 
tions  were  furnished  with  three  ,or  four 
ceriificatesi  British  ships  were  obliged  to 
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lake  eigbt  or  niM^  b«OMiie»  upoD  eyery 
certificate  furnished,  the  vioe-coMul  was 
ontttled  to  a  £ea. 

The  Marquii  of  Londonderry  doubted 
the  correctnttfis  of  the  statements  cootaroed 
in  the  petilioD ;  but  on  a  future  occasion 
he  should  be  better  prepared  to  disousii 
its  merits* 

Mn  T.  JVilioUf  seeing  the  indisposition 
of  the  noble  marquis,  wished  to  avoid 
discission  at  the  present  moment,  it  was 
evident,  however,  that  if  one  half  of  iHe 
complaints  contained  in  tlie  petition  were 
well-founded^  the  consul-genen^  instead 
of  serving  the  British^ interest,  waa  doing 
evenr  thin^  to  oppress  it. 

The  petition  was  ordesed  tq  beptinted. 

Stats  of  Irblani).]  Sir  «/«  iVisMH. 
pavif  in  bringing  forward  his  motion,  upon- 
this  subject,  assured  the  House  most  un« 
feignedly  that  be  had  never  addressed 
thma  under  feelings  of  greater  embarrass 
meat.  His  du^  (and  he  felt  it  to  be  aa 
urgent  duty)  was,  to  call  the  attentioft  of 
parliament  to  the  present  cooditioQ  of  Ire- 
land ;  never  had:  the  9taie  of  that  country 
more  imperiously  required  attention: 
Buc  although  bo  had  frequentlv  been 
compelled  to  press  upon  the- consideration 
of  that  House  the  wretched  state  of  the 
Irish  population,  and  the  manifold  griev- 
ances under  which  that  population  sof- 
fored«  He  now  experienced  something, 
he  would  not  call  it  of  vehictance,  but 
something  Uke  unpleasant  feeling  towards 
the  task  which  he  was  once  more  to  un- 
dertake. He  experienced  thb  feeling  the 
more  forcibly,  because  the  motion  which 
his  present  address  to  the  House  was  in- 
tended to  introduce  would  be  nearly  the 
same  with  that  which  he  had  submitted 
to  them  in  1816 — which  he  had  then 
brought  forward  under  the  support  of 
three  most  intelligent)  most  eloquent,  most 
enlightened  fcienda— two  out  of  these 
most  ableadvocates  of  Irehnd,  and  of  the 
right's  of  Ireland,  unfortunately  for  their 
country  have  sunk  into  the  grave.  When 
I  mention  Mr.  Ponsonby,  is  it  necessary 
la  add  to  that  name  the  attribute  of  abi- 
lity or  of  information  ?  The  House  knows 
the  opportunities  he  enjoyed  of  acquiring 
information,  and  the  ability  with  which  he 
applied  that  knowledge  to  whatever  he 
undertook.  The  second  is  a  qame  iden- 
tified with  that  of  the  country  wipch  gave 
him  birth.  He  watched  over  her  cradle ; 
he  followed  her  hearse ;  and  after*  Qppo»» 
ing  with  unequalled  vigour  the  extin^ion 


of  her  separate  parHameot,  he  transferred 
tatbis  assembly  the  ifipassioned,  and  en* 
lightened  eloquence  in  defence  of  IrelaBd 
whk:h  you  have  witnessed  with  enthusiaa- 
tic  admiration.  To  the  third  vahied  friend 
( Mr.  Plunkett),  I  allude  with  seatimeaU  of 
painful  interest.  I  received  from  him  oa 
the  former  questioa  ^lat  most  powerfol 
assistance,  which  he  is  so  emineody  qiuK 
lifled  to  bestow,  and  I  fear  that,  feom  th» 
diftreni  view  he  takes  of  its  present  appK-. 
oation,  I  am  net  now  warranted  to.  es-> 
peotit. 

Thus  oh-cumstanoed,  iiniipst  feel,  the 
House  will  feel,  and  I  fear  the  claims  cB 
Ireland  will  feel  the  incompetency  of  iMr. 
advocate.  I  will  trovble  the>  House  at  as 
little  length  as  the  importance  of  the 
subject  will  aHow,  l>ut  moel  endeavour  toi 
trace  out  a  sketch  o^  the  progress  of  Ire*^ 
land  from  the  commencement  of  ^  difU 
ficukies  ta  tb^very  distvessii^  and  em- 
basrassed  conditfon  m.  which,  she  is  nam 
placed,  i  will  endeavour  to  condense  my- 
statement;  bot^hl  showing  theprogresa 
which  Ireland  has  made  during,  sucked** 
ing  centuries^  to  her  existing  stat«:o€ 
disorganisation  and  disteess,  it  i»  my  in^^ 
dispensible  duty,  to  point  out  the  causei 
to  which  L  consider  that  distress  attribute 
able.  *  By  a  close  examination-  of  the 
eauseaof  those  evils  alone,  can  the  legis*^ 
laliure  hope  to  apply  reasedial  nipasuree 
adequate  to  their  removal. 

Hoif  was  k,  he  would)  firstr  ask,  thi|t  » 
population>  so  numerousi  inh^itiag  a 
counti^  unexampled'in  fertilitj^  composed 
of  men  who  had  distinguished- themmvea 
I  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  by  theivac- 
tivity,'intrepi£^and>intelli^ce^  should 
appear  degraded' only  iUithe  island  wlptch 
;  save  them  birth  i  The  question^  cannot 
I  be  answered,  but  by  .reference  to  die 
system  under  which  they  are  govEcrned. 
Ireland  occupies  an  area-  of  nearly  nine- 
teen millions  of  English  acres  of  most  pro- 
ductive soil.  Its  population  has  inoreased 
from  about  two  millions  in  l74/7f  to  nearly 
six  millions  by  the  loose  calcuUithm  « 
1814,  and  about  seven  mUMona  by  the 
census  of  the  last  year«  For.  a  popula-* 
tion  then,  of  seven  mil]ion0  of  men,  in  a 
country  such  as  I  have  described  it,  the 
House  h'  called  upon  to  legisbte-<-to 
rescue  them  from  the  systeip  under  which 
they  have  so  tong^  suffered^  and  to  tpach 
theth,  what  hitherto  they  have  unbappiljii 
not  experienced,  thajt  legislation  is-ableo^ 
sing.  They  have  had^  indeed,  no  reasow 
to  bdieve  thqir-  governmentto  be  a  btes*^ 
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■bg:  for  I  mighl.  in  three  ironli»  imn  up 
the  principle  (if  principle  it  can  be 
callea)  on  which  Ireland  nas  been  ruled, 
Divide  and  Govern.  That  has  been  the 
principle  of  Irish  govenunent^t  is  the 
principle  wluch  hSm  embittered  all  the 
feelingSy  it  has  not  paralyzed  but  misdi- 
rected all  the  energies  or  Irishmen,  and 
made  them  look  upon  their  superiors  as 
their  oppressors.  Let  the  House  look  to 
every  page  of  primate  Boulter's  Letters. 
Let  them  observe  him  on  the  subject  of 
Wood's  halfpence*  deprecating  the  mea* 
sure  on  the  part  of  England,  because  it 
had  tended  and  would  tend  to  unite  the 
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to  what  a  state  must  the  country  be 
reduced,  when oneof itsgoveiaors at  the 
bead  of  ia  diittch»  obje^  to  a  measure 
merely  because,  it  would  tend  to  unite 
the  people  douUy-entitled  to  his  care  ! 

Befinre  the  Union,  the  progress^  taxa- 
tion ia  Ireland  had  been  comparatively  mO' 
derate,  and  I  am  perfiDctly  convmced,  that 
had  parliament,  smoe  the  Union,  pursued 
the  course  which  wisdom  dictated  with 
respect  to  this  object,  it  would  have  been 
precisely  the  reverse  of  that  which  they 
have  adopted.  It  is  manifest  that  one  of  the 
evils  of  Ireland,  confessedly  prominent  in 
the  list  of  those  under  which  she  buffers, 
is  the  magnitude  and  number  of  her  ab- 
sentee proprietors.  By  their  absence  the 
people  are  deprived  of  those  to  whom 
they  could  with  confidence  lookup,  and 
whom  they  might  consider  as  their  natu- 
ral protectors.  They  have  lost  in  their 
absence  that  care  and  attention  to  thehr 
wants  which  resident  landed  gentry  are 
alone  cakuhoed  to  aibrd,  and  which 
keeps  up  in  the  gradation  of  ranks  that : 
interchange  of  good  offices,  which  binds 
together  all  daM^s  of  society,  from  the 
cottage  of  the  peasant  to  the  throne  oX 
the  sovereiffn.  It  became  then,  as  I  con- 
oeive,  the  duty  of  an  enliditened  parlia- 
ment to.counteract  by  prudent  legislation, 
so  far  as  legislation  can  effiact  it,  the  ten- 
denqrto  increase  of  absenteeship  which 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  under  (me 
parliaflsent,  of  necessity  induced ;  and 
this,  could  only  be  effiscted  by  guarding 
strictly  against  any  improvident  increase 
of  intemiu  local  taxation  which  might  have 
theefiectofimpelling  the  landed  proprietors 
to  quit  their  proper  s|rfiere  of  duties  m 
the  country  from  whence  they  derive  thdr 
income,  tip  to  the  period  of  the  Union, 
as  I  have  oefore  observed,  Ireland  was 
lightly  taxed.    Since  that  period,  taxa- 


tion, and  especially  local  taxation,  haa 
been  infinitely  increased;  and  the  result 
has  been,  not  increase,  but  manifest  and 
signal  diminution  of  revenue.  I  have  in 
every  succeeding  year  opposed  the  increase 
of  internal  local  taxation,  and  again  and 
apin  stated  to  the  House  that  the  finance 
mmisters  would  reap  from  the  system  '<  a 
harvest  of  discontent  but  not  of  revenue.'^ 
The  House  has  now  before  it  positive 
proofr  that  my  predictions  were  unhappily 
too  well-founded:    you  have  reaped  a 

Elentiiul  harvest,  not  of  ways  and  means» 
ut  of  debt  and  of  discontent ;  and  what  \% 
still  more,  fitf  more,  to  be  lamented,  you 
have  broken  the  spirit  of  the  gentry  of 
Ireland— deprived  oi  the  influence  which 
they  formerly  possessed  (and  rightfully 
possessed  by  the  power  of  doing  good), 
too  many  from  the  pride  natural  to  per- 
sons of  their  rank  in  societv,  could  not 
brook   to    alter    their    mode    of   living 
amongst  those  with  whom  they  were  ac- 
customed   to   dwell  in  affluence:   they 
transported  their  families  to  some  English 
wateriuMilace,  and,  consigned  to  obscu- 
rity in  lodgings,  ceased  to  occupy  their 
family  demesnes,  increasing  all  tlie  na- 
tional evils  under  which  they  themselvea 
su&red.    Nothing,  I  repeat,  could  be  de- 
vised more  injuri*)us  to  Ireland,  than  the 
excess  and  rapidity  with  whtcb  taxation 
had  advanced  since  the  Union,  and  which 
has  diminished  not  increased  the  revenue. 
Since  1808,  the  estimates  of  the  finance 
ministers  held  out  a  nominal  increase  to. 
the. extent  of  four  millions;  and  yet,  so 
complete  has  been  the  delusion,  that  the 
amount  of  actual  revenue  is  now  less  than> 
in  1808.    As  a  system  of  taxation  it  has 
entirely  failed,  and  it  has  been   showu 
more  forciUy  here  than  in  any  country, 
that  the  iron  grasp  of  poverty  has  para- 
lysed the  efibrts  of  the  tax-gatherer,  and 
placed  a  limit  to  the  omnipotence  of  par^ 
fiament.  The  taxesincreased*-the revenue 
diminished-^e  only  augmentation   ob- 
servable,and  that  in  a  fearful  degree,wal,  the 
increase  of  debt  and  discontent. ,   To  pre- 
vent national  bankruptcy,  the  Exchequers 
of  the  two  countries  were  consolidated  in 
the   year  1816;   and  this  country  was 
chaiged  with  the  debt  of  both.    About 
seven  years  previous  to  this  event,  I  was 
asked  by  an  hon.  friend  the  member  for 
Taunton    (Mr.   Baring),   when    Ireland 
would  repay  the  debt  which  Enghmd  was 
annually  contracting  oa  her  account,  and 
my  reply  was  "  Never'*— -I  added,  that  at 
the  permd  of  the  Union>  Ireland  was 
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^Harged  with  tvo  ieVeiiteenih  parts  of  tbe 
general  cootribulion,  which  was  morethaa 
double  the  amouDt  of  heriust  proporliony 
on  any  fair  cakukUion  of  her  resourcei. 
One  serenteenth  which  was  far  more  than 
ought  to  have  been  exactod,  she  actoallj 
had  paid  from  taxation  into  the  Exche- 
qiser ;  the  remainder  was  raised  by  loans 
incorred  nominally  by  Ireland,  but  really 
by  £ngknd,  and  which  England  would  be 
left  to  pay. 

Under  all  its  prirations  and  distresses 
the  Utility  of  Ireland  is  unabaied.  That 
country  for  which,  at  has  been  truly  and 
^oqaendy  said,  Providence  has  dene  se 
nMichv  and  man  so  little^  but  to  mar 
the  good  which  ProTidenoe  bestowed*— 
That  country,  though  still  labouring 
under  the  evMs  engendered  by  that 
odioua  and  iiever-lo-be*Banied  without 
abhorrence  penal  code,  is  still .  so  fertile, 
that  iH  exports  of  produce  jpearly  ificreaB& 
But  this  incMase  is  no  proof  of  the  in- 
creased comlbttrof  its  population ;  for,  as 
was  once  said  by  Mr.  Henry  Boyle,  and 
tnriy  sakU  theve  wae  no  ceontry  on  the 
earth  so  fertile  whose  inhabitaats  consum*' 
ed  so  Kttle  of  their  own  produce.  He  said 
this  of  two*  miliona  of  men  ia  1747 ;  and  I 
will  now  assert  in  18S2,  that  no  people  on 
eai^  consume  less  of  their  native  pro«> 
dnctions  than  the  seven  millions  who 
coonpose  the  pepolaimn  of  Ineland.  The 
exports  have  inciteased,  because  the 
bounty  of  Providewce  outruns  the  oppres- 
sion of  nan,  and  misgovemaient  caaaot 
altogether  counteract  the  beneficenee  of 
Heaven. 

On  the  24tb  of  April  1816, 1  ofibredto 
the  House  resolutions  near^  similar  to 
those  with  which  I  shall  this  night  con* 
elude.  The  discussion  of  the  question  on 
that  occasioti  had  been  postponed  from 
the  4th  to  the  24tb,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  small  attendance  of  members  on  the 
former  da^.  Mooh  regret  was  etinced 
at  the  tlun.  attendance,  and.  the  noble 
marquia  expressed  his  hope  that  parlia- 
ncnt  wduld  by  a  very  full  meeting  declare 
their  determination  to  give  te  the  subject 
their  most  serious  attention.  He  added, 
that'  it  *^  now  behoved  parliaitient  to  watch 
over  the  rising  gnsatness  of  Ireland,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  inquire  and  dis* 
cover  the  causes  of  the  evils  which  had  so 
long  opprcuBed  her."  How  the  term  <<ns^ 
ing.  greatness"  could  or  caa  apply  to- the 
slate  of  li«laiid^  I  cianaot  discovert  ex- 
eept,.  in  the  sarcastic  sense  in  winch 
a  medidist  of  the  luow  Countries  alluded 
VOL.  VI. 


to'thepower  of  PhBip  the  9rd  of  8paiA 
on  the  loss  of  Ids  Ddgic  pesses^iona^ 
**  whose  greatness  wasiil^  a  ditch  which 
the  more  you  took  from  it  the  greater  it 
grew.** 

But  the  noble  lord  had  then  s^d,  it  wai 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  in^idre  into  and 
discover  a  reaiedv  iertfae^Vtls  which  had 
so  long  oppressed  Ireland.    Six  years  had 
shice  elapsed !  Is  it  too  much  to  ask,  what 
has  been  efiected  and  what  is  in  contem* 
pblion?    It  will  perhaps  be  said,  that 
though  we  may  with  reason  expect  much 
from,  the  noble  lord  ai  the  head  of  the 
Irish  government,  yet  the  very  Ihnited 
tkne  smce  he  had  occupied  tlmt  statioii 
did  not  aSofd  opportunity  of  sufficieat  ia-^ 
fbnnation  on  this  arduouaaobjeol^-X  adU 
ttitthevalidily  of  the  excuse  to  a  certain 
exteaty  on  the  pact  of  the  noble  marquis 
ia  hispresentcapaoity;  buti  cannot  but 
behaie  hiaii  to  have  possessed  much  pre^ 
vhsos  infitMrma^a  which  wesdd  qoalifymv 
aoble  friendy  for  such  I  am  proud  to  call 
hiro>  to  pronounce  a  pretty  decisive  opi»4 
nion  on  the  sitaatiDn*  of  irehnd-^on  its 
waiits,  and  en  the  evils   whicli   oppress 
it*      In   the    cabAiet,  too,  are  several 
members  to  whom  that  subject  must  be 
sufficiently   famitfar.    The  secretary   of 
state  of  the  home  department  had  been 
for   several   years    entrusted    specially 
with    the   care   of  that  country.     He 
nighty  therefore,  be  siqpposed,  ere  new, 
to  have  made  up  his  ntldd  as  te  the 
remedid  measures  which  should  be  ap* 
pHed.    In  the  year  1816,*  when  thissub«> 
ject  was  discussed  in  aaother  House,  the 
noUe  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
stated,  that  the  attention  of  government 
had  been  bestowed  <fa  the  condition   of 
Irdind,  and  particularlv  on  its  tithe  sys* 
tern ;  and  added,  that  the  same  obstacles 
did  not  present  theias^es  there  to  a  cora- 
mutation  of  tithes  as  in  thk  country.    It 
is  now  full  time  that  those  plans^  whatever 
they   were>   should  be    matured.      Six 
^eavs  have  since  passed  away*   and  the 
infant  project  of  the  day  may  now  be 
^rly  presumed  to  have  attained  roatu- 
ritVy  and  be  ripe  for  promulgaa'on.  I  now 
cau  on  ministers  to  produce  and  act  npon 
these  plans— as  three  months  since,  the 
House  consented  to  measures  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  executive  government, 
in  order  to  put  down  rebellion.    I  would 
now  call   upon  them    to   express   their 
anxious  dt^rk  to  concur  in  inquiry,  as  to 
the  evils  which. have  caused  the  recent 
aod  ftacmev  distacbanoes^  to  try  if  possi- 
5  B 
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bletoreiiKmgfieTineei,  where  grlerancei 
cztsty  and  by  mild  and  conciliatory  mta* 
•ures  to  restore  order  and  happiness  to 
that  long- harassed  and  afflicted  people. 

It  was  justly  said,  on  a  former  occasion 
by  my  right  bon.  and  learned  friend,  that 
exile,  imprisonment  and  death,  are  not  the 
proper  instruments  of  a  well-regulated 
government— they  are  rather  the  instru- 
ments resorted  to  in  the  absence  of  all 
govemmenu  I  now  wish,  after  these 
dreadful  measures  have  produced  theb 
effect  in  enforcing  due  submission  to  the 
laws,  that  mildness  and  a  conciliatory 
system  should  be  resorted  to;  having 
taught  the  people  that  powers  £ir  ex- 
ceMing  the  ordinary  course  of  law  would 
be  resorted  to,  effisctually  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, let  us  now  convince  toem  that 
thia  is  not  the  system  oor  which  they  are 
to  be  governed,  but  an  exception  to  that 
avstem  introduced  by  their  own  miscon* 
auct.  k  is  not  the  rule,  but  the  excep- 
tioa ;  for  God  forbid  it  should  be  ever 
fotrodttced  in  either  of  these  islands  as 
the  system  of  governing  the  people.- 

I  b^eve  the  conviction  is  deeply  im» 
pressed  on  Irelapd,  that  the  legislature 
and  the  executive  government  with  a  firm 
and  steady  hand,  will  put  down  and  punish 
insurrectionary  outrage;  I  consider  it 
now  to  be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  let 
them  also  feel,  that  coercion  alone  is  not 
intended,  but  that  by  diligent  and  impar- 
tial inquiry  the  existing  evils  will  be 
traced  *o  their  source.  By  no  other  course 
can  an  e&ctual  remedy  be  applied;  by 
no  other  course  can  they  attain  that  equal 
participation  of  beneficent  and  protect- 
ing law  which  is  felt  aad  valued  as  it  de- 
serves in  this  country ;  which  is  insepara- 
ble ft'om  all  good  government,  and  which 
so  largely  contributes  to  the  morality  and 
the  happiness  of  the  people. 

IM  could  suppose  the  House  would  act 
merely  from  partial  and  interested  views, 
I  migbt^  state,  that  as  a  commercial  and 
manufacturing  people,  this  country  is 
deeply  interestea  in  the  prosperity  of  Ire- 
land; as  she  becomes  impoverished  and 
distressed,  the  export  of  British  manufac- 
tures to  that  marxet,  of  which  Britain  en- 
joys the  monopoly,  will  beproportionably 
diminished. 

In  adverting  to  the  question  of  tithes, 
which  no  one  can  den  v  are  a  source  of  the 
greatest  irritation,  and  intimately  affecting 
the  tratiquiUity  of  Ireland ;  I  shall  be  per- 
haps told,  that  any  interference  in  that 
^cation  wouldbe  aninvastoa  of  therighta 
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ofthediuroh.  I  shall  bep^rbaps  told  this 
by  some  who  were  parties  to  toe  qipres- 
sive  act  of  1800,  that  ratified  the  vote  of 
1784,  and  stripped  the  clergy  of  pastu« 
rage  tithe.  No  man  respects  the  rights 
of  the  church  well  understood  more  than 
I  do;  nor  would  I  ever  have  been  as- 
senting to  a  measure  which,  releasing  thm 
rich  pasturage  proprietor  from  the  miroa 
of  the  clergy,  left  them  dependant  for  * 
support  exclusively  on  the  agricultural 
tenant:  it  was  an  act  of  gross  injustice 
committed  for  a  very  problematical  ob- 
ject. But  whilst  we  respect  the  rights  of 
the  church,  shall  we  not  also  respect  the 
rights  of  the  people?  Are  they  not  wor- 
thy the  attention  of  the  House?  It  ia 
amongst  the  marked  characteristics  of  the 
odious  tithe  system,  that  abuse  is  inherent 
in  and  inseparable  ft'om  it  as  exercised  in 
Ireland.  More,  infinitely  more,  is  wrung 
fipom  the  people  than  ever  reaches  the 
pockets  of  the  clergy;  in  the  process  of 
collection,  the  peasanta  and  small  fiumera 
are  ddivered  over  to  the  tender  merciea 
of  a  noost  rapacious  class  of  men,  whose 
unfeeling  conduct  excites  daily  disputea 
and  contention,  and  whose  exactiona 
wrests  from  the  unfortunate  poor,  in  the 
case  of  potatoe  tithe  especially,  the  scanty 
subsistence  of  bis  wretched  family.  It  u 
impossible  the  tithe  system  can  be  thua 
continued,  but  to  entail  eternal  disquiet 
and  misery  on  Ireland. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  add,  as  the 
greatest  of  all  the  evils  which  afflict  the 
country,  the  fkilure  to  identify  every  class 
of  its  inhabitants  with  the  enjoyment  or 
capacity  to  enjoy,  equal  rights  ind  privi- 
l^es  under  the  constitution.  I  will  ad- 
mit that  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the 
penal  code  which  remains  may  not  be 
msuntly  productive  of  tlie  happy  results 
which  we  who  support  that  repeal  san- 

Suinely  anticipate ;  but  till  that  line  of 
emarcation  be  removed,  permanent  tran- 
quillity cannot  be  looked  for.  We  can- 
not  at  once  heal  all  the  wounds  inflicted 
by  a  system  which  alienated  father 
from  son,  aad  brother  from  brother; 
which  destroyed  the  best  feeliiM  of  our 
nature,  and  brought  one  class  ofsociety  in 
daily  hostile  contact  with  the  other.  The 
irritation  arising  out  of  such  a  system 
cannot  be  at  once  aliased ;  but  the  total 
and  absakitu  destruction  of  the  syitem, 
must  be  the  basis  on  vrhieh  the  pacifica- 
tion of  Irdand  can  alone  be  eSscted.  It 
has  been  said,  and  tauntiBgly  said,  that 
many  of  the  evils  of  which  we  coo^laia 
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grevr  out  of  what  tome  gentlemen:  ere 
pleased  to  term  the  vicious  propensities 
of  the  popuktion  of  the  country.  How 
happens  it,  that  out  of  their  own  land  no 
socli  feelings  operate,  but  that  the  same 
cattses  of  exottement  do  not  there  exist.  I 
will  not  farther  delay  the  House.  Al- 
though the  motion  with  which  I  shall  con- 
clude is  as  little  calculated  to  excite  hos- 
tile controversy  as  could  be  devised,  it  is 
I  onderstaod^  to  be  put  aside  on  the  old 
hacknied  .ground,  that  the  fit  period  is  not 
yet  arrived.  This  has  been  the  answer  to 
every  motion  for  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
Ireland  during  more  than  twenty  years. 
We  are  ever  told  to  look  to  the  marrou) 
hot  that  morro/m  never  arrives ;  and  whilst 
measure  after  measure  of  coercion,  of 
penalty,  of  death  is  passed,  and  on  each 
enactment  some  measure  of  conciliation 
16  held  up  in  prospect,  the  time  for  its 
adoption  is  always  deferred.  I  therefore 
move  you,  .    . 

'  ^  That  an  humble  address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  to  represent  that  the  me- 
lancholy details  contained  in  his  majesty's 
ffraclous  speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the 
documents  laid  before  us  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  of  parliament,  respecting  thein* 
temal  disquiet  of  considerable  districts  of 
Ireland,  oblige  us  to  consider  the  state  of 
that  extensive  and  valuable  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  as  most  distressing  and 
afflicting  to  the  legislature,  and  dangerous 
In  an  extreme  degree  to  the  well-being  of 
the  empire : 

'*  That,  under  circumstances  of  daring 
insubordination  to  the  laws,  atrocious 
outrage  and  insurrection,  parliament 
deemed  it  to  be  its  first  duty  to  arm  the 
executive  government  with  ul  the  powers 
which  were  considered  requisite  to  punish 
outrage,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and  to 
restore  its  accustomed  and  salutary 
energy  to  the  administration  of  constitu- 
tional law : 

^<  That  we  trust  that  the  confidence 
placed  by  parliament  in  the  executive  ^o^ 
vemment  of  Ireland  will  be  found  to  have 
been  Justified  by  a  mild  and  temperate, 
yet  nrm  exercise  of  these  extraordinary 
powers,  and  calculated  to  produce  most 
beneficial  present  results  • 

<«  That,  having  thus  provided  for  this 
calamitous  emergency,  with  reference  to 
its  immediate  pressure,  we  feel  ourselves 
DOW  called  upon  to  look  to  the  great  ul* 
tenor  object  of  a  progressive  and  perma- 
aent  amelioratton  of  the  condition  and 
aioral  haUti  of  the  people : 


<^That  decidedly  im^iresaed  with  a  con* 
vietion  of  the  alarming  consequences 
whichmust  result  fromalonger  continuance 
of  the  disorganized  state  of  Ireland,  which 
has.  compelled  the  firequent  recurrence  of 
appUcations  to  parliament  for  a  suspen- 
sion of  constitutional  law,  and  feeling  the 
serious  responsibilitv  which  must  attach 
on  the  mmistefs  of  the  Crown,  and  on  this 
House,  from  longer  delaying  to  examine 
fully  and  effectually  into  Uie  causes  of 
that  disorganization,  we  desire  to  assure 
his  majesty  of  the  zealous  co-operation  of 
this  House  in  the  immediate  pursuit  of 
this  most  desirable  object,  and  in  perfect- 
ing such  a  system  of  remedial  measures 
as  may  be  recommended  by  hb  majesty, 
to  secure  to  that  portion  of  the  United 
Kingdom  the  uninterrupted  protection  of 
mild  and  equal  laws,  and,  under  their  be- 
nien  and  salutary  influence,  to  effect  Uiat 
valuable  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  {>eople  which  is  indispensably  con« 
nected  with  the  best  interests,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  state." 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  if  the  ri^ht  hon. 
baronet  had  felt  embarrassed  in  rising  on 
this  subject,  how  much  more  embarnSsed 
must  he  (Mr.  G.)  feel,  in  offering  himself 
to  the  notice  of  the  House,  to  speak  on 
the  afiairs  of  a  country  with  which  he  had 
been  connected  for  so  short  a  time,  and 
with  talents  so  inferior  to  those  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet.  But  while  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  daim  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  he  would  engage  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
by  not  trespassing  on  their  time  longer 
than  the  importance  of  the  subject  de- 
manded. With  respect  to  the  question 
now  before  the  House,  he  trusted  that 
he  should  not  much  err  when  he.  con- 
sidered the  object  of  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet in  bringmg  it  forward  to  be  rather 
to  promote  a  di^ssion  on  the  affairs  of 
Irdand  than  to  carry  the  address  it- 
self. He  did  not  deny  but  there  were 
facts  and  arguments  emtwaced  by  the 
address  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  dis- 
pute, and  in  which  he  was  reaay  to  concur. 
Heasreed  that  disorders  had  prevailed 
in  Irdand— that  to  meet  those  disorders 
the  House  in  Its  wisdom  had  given  the 
government  of  that  country  the  extrapr- 
dinary  powers  which  were  thought  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose— *nor  could  he 
dpubt  that  those  powers  would  be  fou^d 
to  have  been  used  with  that  firmness  which 
was  necessary  to  put  down  the  diaordera 
wluob  preTailed,  yet  at  the  lame  time  with 
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ihit  nfldneMttdiMdenrtiob  mbkt  ooghc 
alwayt  to  attend  the  exerobe  of  poirtn 
like  those  alluded  to.  He  did  not  deny 
that  auch  measuraa  ought  not  to  fbrai  the 
rule  of  any  government.  He  agreed  ttiat 
it  was  the  dutj  of  the  gpTernment  in  ^e 
first  instance,  to  oontrol  those  ardent 
apirits  which  were  found  engaged  in  acts 
ef  rebellion  and  outrage;  and  he  also 
agreed,  that  that  being  accomplished, 
they  had  the  higher  duty  to  pevforan  of 
endeavouring  to  root  out  the  cause  of  the 
evil.  To  ascertain  the  real  grounds  of 
complaint  was  that  which  it  was  their 
duty  to  do— to  enquire  what  would  be  the 
proper  remedy,  and  te  come  to  parhaaaent 
for  such  measures  as  promised  to  supply 
a  permanent  cure.  But,  concurrk^  with 
the  right  hen.  baronet  in  all  thaie  in-> 
staniDes,  he  could  not  go  a  step  Ihrther, 
and  say  that  it  would  be  proper  te  present 
to  the  throne  the  address  now  heme  the 
House.  It  was  not  sufficient  ground  for 
presenting  .an  address  to  the  cSown,  that 
the  facts  which  it  stated  were  true.  The 
real  object  which  the  address  had  in  view^ 
the  effect  which  it  was  to  produce  on  the 
public,  were  the  considerations  by  which 
Its  adoption  or  rejection  were  to  be 
governed.  The  address,  if  taken  airoplT 
according  to  the  words  it  containea, 
would  seem  to  instruct  the  Crown  what 
was  the  duty  of  a  goTemment,  and 
it  would  be  no  very  gracious  compli- 
ment to  the  government  in  question,  to 
suppose  it  so  destitute  of  capacity,  as 
not  to  bo  aware,  that  the  first  principles 
iMi  whidi  a  government  should  act,  re- 
quire of  them  that  they  should  net  only 
punish  crimes  when  committed,  but  that 
they  should  endeavour  to  root  out  the 
cause.  But  the  address  went  further 
then  this.  Every  one  who  had  sat  any 
time  In  that  House  well  knew  the  motives 
with  which  such  resolutions  were  brought 
forward,  and  the  grounds  on  whidi  tney 
were  resisted.  The  government  so  ad- 
vised to  attend  to  its  duty,  must,  if  such 
an  address  were  carried,  be  supposed  to 
have  neglected  it  hitherto,  or  not  to  have 
known  what  its  duty  was ;  and  would^  in 
either  case,  appeiir  to  be  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  of  that  House. 

Viewine  it  in  this  light  he  must  object 
ta  the  adoption  of  the  address,  and  he 
would  proceed  to  atate  some  reasons  why, 
iif  his  judgment,  the  Irish  government  did 
not  deserve  that  an  imputation  of  this  sort 
should  be  thrown  on  them,  and  wl^  it 
would  not  only  be  unjust  to  the  govern- 


bat  deliiniental  to  the  oouDtrf.  if 
the  peeseot  gavemment  had  been  klog  in 
the  admnustratkNi  of  Irish  aftuia-*-if  they 
bad  had  «  Ml  ftenod  fi»r  the  coosiderati^n 
of  all  the  topics  which  the  rigin  hoai. 
baronet  had  asentioDed,  and  oif  mmmy 
others  .a^ich  it  was  necessary  to  cOBsider^ 
then,  indeed,  he  would  admit  that  there 
mi^ht  be  some  ground  for  doubtiog  either 
their  willingness  or  then"  capacity,  to 
e»ler  into  the  investigation  which  waa 
iasperatively  demanded  of  tlMm.  But  he 
begged  leave  to  impress  upon  tlie  can* 
dderation  of  the  House  thevery  abort  period 
which  the  actual  goverament  of  Ifeland 
had  been  in  power.  They  had  been  fa 
the  exercise  of  their  anthorit^  for  little 
moie  than  three  months,  and  they  wen 
now  caUed  vpon  at  oace  to  remedy  th^ 
evila  of  centuries,  or  to  anhmit  to  die 
censure  conveyed  in  such  an  addresa  aa 
that  proposed  4>y  the  ngl|t  hmw  bareiMt* 
Such  a  course  was  not  one  calcobted  to 
anhnate  Uie  Irish  govehunent  in  tlieir  ez^ 
ertions.  Let  it  alao  beremembered,  tliat 
the  qiMstioQ  which  tlie  preaeot  govier»* 
ment  of  Ireland  were  called  upon  ao  sod-* 
denly  to  decide,  was  one  invetviag  the 
permanent  interests  of  that  country  that 
ft  was  one  with  which  all  preoedmr  go-» 
vemments  had  found  it  impracticable  to 
deal«-*tkat  it  was  one  which,  according 
to  the  r^t  hon.  baronet's  own  acknow* 
lodgment,  was  replete  with  intricacj  and 
difficulty.  That  intricacy  md  that  dift- 
culty  had  indeed  been  abundantly  evinced 
in  the  fruitieas  attention  which  former  go- 
vernments bad  bestowed  osi  the  aubject, 
ai^  in  the  very  slow  steps  which  had  beoD 
taken  bv  those  goveramenta  iowarda  the 
removal  of  the  evils,  the  existence  ef 
which  was  on  all  sideaacknowledged.  In 
that  view  of  the  aubject,  he  wooldy  thera# 
fpre,  again  appeal  to  the  House,  whather 
or  not  theprennt  govemment,  whidi 
had  not  been  in  power  for  acioiia  Shan 
three  months,  or  rather  for  more  than 
seven  weeks  ( &r  that  had  beesi  the  actnid 
duration  of  their  authority),  could  be  eM.* 
pected  at  ooee  to  remedy  evils,  the  euro 
ef  which,  former  governments,  with  equal 
amcietv  and  with  considerable  diU^oe^ 
had,  during  the  longpariod  of  their  exN 
istence,  found  it  dncuU,  and,  in  some 
cases,  impossible  to  aeooaqdiA. 

Bivt,  if  this  were  not  considered -a  an&i 
eient  answer  to  the  right  hoiu  baronat'a 
proposition,  he^had  another  and  • 
serious  groond  oo  whidi  to  test  bis 
sition   to   that   propipsilhui* 
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opinioo  Imp.  golilcMai  ttight  <MCei'l«Itt 
as  to  any  particaiar  gorernnent ;  trhcuher 
they  inight  tiiiDk  that  ffoveratneDt  deauii* 
log  of  canaove  or  m  approbathmi  te 
thovgbt  that  they  mOBtvll  Mprae  wttli  htiD> 
that  to  caike  a  moraefit  or  great  publie 
difficulty,  to  take  a  moment  at  whidi  all 
that  coald  be  depended  upon  for  the  pre* 
aerratton  of  the  laws  was  the  authority  of 
the  goterement  to  whom  the  execution  of 
those  laws  was  ooDfided,  to  take  sudi  a 
moment  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the 
people  who  were  governed,  chat  their  go- 
Temors  were  not  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  parliament,  wouM  be  a  proceocfing 
fraught  with  consequences,  the  extent  of 
the  danger  of  which  could  be  fully  ap- 
preciate only  by  those  who  were  famiar 
with  the  actual  condition  and  feelii^s  of 
the  people  of  Irehad  at  die  preseirt  mo- 
ment. It  was  idle  to  suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
remain  ignorant  of  the  real  meaning  of 
the  proceedings  of  parliament.  The  Irish 
people  were  gifted  with  a  quickness  of 
apprehension  which  probably  excelled  that 
m  any  other  people  in  tlHS  world ;  they 
were  perfectly  capable  of  estimating  the 
object  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's  motion; 
and  it  by  assenting  to  it  the  House  of 
Commons  shoidd  show  that  they  had  with- 
drawn their  confidence  from  the  existing; 
goremaient,  he  wished  to  ask  whether  it 
was  probable  that  such  a  step  would  render 
the  people  of  IMand  better  inclined  to 
pay  that  deference  to  the  ffovermnent 
which  was  indispensable  to  the  due  ex- 
ercise of  dieir  authority  for  the  general 
good? 

The  right  hon.  baronet  appeared  to  at- 
tribute the  erils  which  had  been  so  long 
ilesehitfng  Ireland  to  three  main  causes ; 
the  first,  die  long  misgorermnent  of  Chat 
country;  the  second,  the  large  revenue 
raised  in  it;  the  third,  the  system  of 
tithes.  The  right  hon.  baronet  had  super- 
added another  cause— the  Roman  Ca- 
diolic  disabilities.    To  speak  first  of  that 

Et,  which  was  the  last  touched  upon 
he  right  hon.  baronet— the  Roman 
loKc  question.  He  was  ready  most 
distinctly  to  declare  hts  opinion,  that  it 
was  a  question  fully  entitled  to  a  separate 
discussion  in  parliament.  It  was  too  im- 
partant  a  subject  to  be  treated  inci- 
deniaily,  and  with  a  host  of  other  topics. 
It  was  a  question  affeetinj^  not  Ireland 
merely,  but  the  whale  empire.  It  was  a 
qoestioB  to  be  decided  on  a  full  and  ae- 
ciaua  coosMeratkm  of  the  coaditioii  aod 
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claims  of  the  P^rotestdnls  on  the  one  handf 
«ad  of  the  Catholics  on  the  other.  Whea* 
«ter  that  miestion  should  be  brotj^ht 
forward,  would  be  the  fit  time  for  hhnself 
ind  far  others  no  declare  their  sentimetita 
tipon  it,  whether  in  favour  of  a  oooti- 
imance  -of  the  present  system,  or  in  A- 
vonr  of  aay  other  system  to  be  adopted 
hi  substitnttoo  of  the  present.  But,  with 
the  recent  and  existmg  disturbances  In 
Ireland,  he  must  sajr,  tii^  he  tboueht  tlie 
Catholic  question,  important  as  ft  ww^ 
had  nothmg  whatever  to  do.  The  rssult 
of  all  the  inquiries  which  he  had  made  on 
the  subiect  (and  he  could  assure  the 
House  that  he  had  missed  no  opportunity 
of  inquiry)  was^tosatisfV  him,  that  the  pre- 
sent disturbances  of  Ireland  in  no  way  oii- 
ginated  or  depended  upon  the  settlement 
of  the  Catholic  question.  It  was  cer«- 
tamly  true,  that  in  the  progress  of  those 
disturbances,  there  might  have  been  in- 
dications of  religious  mling  on  the  part 
of  those  who  were  engaged  in  them. 
The  fiKt  being,  that  the  lower  dasses 
arere  generally  Catholic,  and  the  higher 
classes  genendly  Protestant,  It  was  very 
natural  that  those  who  saw  the  former 
leagued  and  conspiring  ajiainst  the  latter, 
and  who  at  the  same  time  saw  that  tbe 
one  class  was  Catholic  and  the  other  Pro* 
testant,  should  erroneously  assign  reli* 
gious  difierences  as  the  cause  of  the  dls^ 
turbance,  instead  of  those  real  motives 
wfaSch  influenced  the  minds  of  the  agi- 
tators. 

With  respect  to  the  long  misgovern^ 
ment  of  Ireland,  he  was  by  no  means 
disposed  to  deny,  what  every  one  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  history  and  con- 
dition of  Ireland  was  perfectly  aware  oC 
that  the  eariy  misgovemment  of  that 
country,  or  rather  the  course  which  waa 
adopted  on  its  conquest,  was  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  all  toe  evils  that  had  since 
occurred.  The  conquest  of  Ireland  had 
been  conducted  on  principles  more  aA^ 
verse  to  the  happiness  of  the  people  thari 
any  event  of  a  similsr  nature  that  had 
ever  occurred  In  the  history  of  the  woHd« 
No  attempt  had  been  made,  on  the  part 
of  the  conqueror,  to  conciliate  the  con« 
quered,  or  to  aooalgamate  themselves  with 
me  mass  of  the  pe^e.  On  the  contiary, 
the  policy  whidi  had  been  pursued  was  to 
keep  the  two  parties  distinct  and  sepa** 
rate;  thereby  la^ng  die  foundation  of 
that  hitter  animosity  which  had  been^smoe 
banded  down  from  father  to  son,  and 
which  at  that  ¥ery  moment  pervaded  the 
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tnteds  of  the  gveal  bodj  of  the  IrUi  peii- 
eantry.  In  support  of  that  opinion,  be 
need  only  refer  the  House  to  the  popular 
mad  famifiar  songs  and  tales  of  the  coon- 
Pryp  to  the  disposition  whioh  the  Irish 
Masant  uniformly  erinced  to  harp  with 
Jbndness  on  the  period  when  the  English 
name  was  unknown  in  Ireland,  and  when 
Irdand  was  stated  to  have  been  the  glory 
of  the  world  superior  to  all  the  countries  by 
which  she  was  surrounded.  Up  to  that 
▼ery  moment,  the  conduct  which  had 
been  pursued  on  the  conquest  of  Ireland 
uras  referred  to  m  that  country  as  a  just 
ground  for  hatred  of  the  existing  fforem- 
ment.  To  the  original  error  of  the  first 
conquerors  of  Ireland^  he  mainly  attri- 
buted the  erils  now  the  subject  of  com- 
|»laint«  Though  errors  might  be  imputed 
to  ihe  EngUsh  government,  he  thought  it 
was  clear  that  in  latter  times  much  of  the 
difficulty  of  Irekmd  had  grown  out  of  the 
habits  of  the  natives,  from  the  difierence 
of  feeling  between  this  country  and  that, 
and  from  the  embarrassment  whidi  the 
legislature  had  felt  in  applying  laws, 
framed  for  the  government  or  one  country, 
io  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  other. 
—The  next  cause  to  which  the  right  bon. 
baronet  attributed  the  disturbances  in 
Ireland  was,  the  amount  of  revenue  de- 
manded from  that  country.  But,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  afibfded  an  answer  to  his  own 
argument.  The  right  hon.  baronet  first 
contended  that  Irekmd  had  been  too 
highly  taxed  at  the  Union ;  that  to  pay 
two-seventeenths  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  einpire  was  beyond  her  ability;  and 
that  this  severe  taxation  had  driven  the 
landed  proprietors  out  of  the  country, 
and  had  therdiy  entailed  on  the  great 
mass  of  the  Irish  population  the.  miseries 
which  they  were  enduring.  But,  in  the 
progress  of  his  argument,  the  rig^t  hon. 
baronet  admitted,  that  although,  by  the 
act  of  union,  it  was  provided  that  Ireland 
ahould  contribute  two-seventeenths  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  empire  (which 
was  now  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  more 
than  she  was  able  to  do),  yet  that  this 
country  had  since  taken  on  herself  the 
debt  of  Ireland,  by  which  proceeding  Ire- 
land had,  in  &ct,  been  actually  called 
upon  for  no  more  than  one-aerenteenth 
instead  of  two-seventeenths*  In  answer 
to  the  assertion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
that  the  severe  taxation  in  IreUmd  had 
driven  the  Irish  gentry  to  this  country, 
ha.would  merely  call  the  irecolkotion  of 
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the  House  to  dieamomit  of  tbe  taxation 
in  this  country  during  the  war.  Without 
entering  into  any  argument  as  to  the 
amount  of  taxation  hn*  Ireland— without 
inquiring  whether  it  was  too  severe  or 
not  —  without  considering  whether  it 
mi^t  or  might  not  have  ])roduced  much 
serious  injury  and  oppression — he  would 
merely  ask,  whether,  at  a  period  when 
the  rate  of  taxation  in  this  country  was 
incalculably  greater  than  the  rate  of 
taxation  in  Ireland,  it  was  probable  that 
any  man  wotlld  fly  from  the  one  country 
in  whidi  the  taxes  were  comparatively 
light,  to  take  refuge  in  another  country 
where  they  were  so  positiv^y  burthen- 
some  ?  He,  therefore,  felt  it  impossible 
to  understand  in  what  way  the  amount  of 
taxation  in  Ireland  had  occasioned  the 
absence  of  the  landed  proprietors  of  that 
country. — The  last  cause  to  which  the 
right  hon.  baronet  had  ascribed  the  exist* 
ing  state  of  things  in  Ireland  was,  the 
system  of  tithes.  On  that  question  he 
would  say,  as  he  had  ahready  said  of  ano- 
ther  great  question,  that  it  was  so  io^- 
cate,  so  extensive,  had  so  many  bearings, 
and  was  attended  by  so  many  difficulties, 
that  it  misht  well  require  a  distinct  and 
separate  discussion  by  parliament.  He 
presumed,  from  the  short  and  succinct 
mode  in  which  the  right  hon.  baronet 
treated  that  part  of  the  subject,  that  he 
entertained  a  similar  opmion.  The 
right  hon.  baronet  said,  that  in  con- 
sidering the  rights  of  the  church,  they 
must  not  forget  the  ri^ts  of  the  people* 
Undoubtedly,  parliament  ought  impar- 
tially to  weigh  both  those  interests.  But 
It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  in  what- 
ever light  the  question  of  tithes,  whether 
in  this  country  or  in  Ireland,  was  riewed, 
that  they  formed  a  portion  of  the  property 
of  the  country;  and  that,  whatever  princi* 
pie  parliament  applied  to  the  question  of 
tjthes,  they  might  be  subsequenti^  called 
upon  to  applv  to  eveij  other  descrmtion  of ^ 
property.  As  to  the  mtervention  or  a  third ' 
person  between  the  payer  and  the  receiver 
of  tithes  forming  a  ground  for  invading 
the  rights  of  the  church,  he  begged  leave 
to  ask  those  hon.  gentlemen  who  were 
connected  with  Ireland,  if  a  similar  in- 
tervention did  not  exist  with  reference  to 
other  descriptions  of  property  ?  Few  of 
the  owners  of  land  in  Ireland  let  their  land 
totheimmediateoccupier.  Therewas^with 
respectto  land,  as  with  reroect  to  tithM,  tbe 
intervention  of  a  thira  person,  whose 
agency  bad  the  effect  of  eohaoeiog  the  * 
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charge  to  those  who  hud  to  pay,  and  dimin- 
ishing the  proceeds  to  those  who  had  to 
receive*  Parliament,  therefore,  would  do 
well  to  recollect  that  the  same  practice 
existed  with  rei*erence  to  other  property 
as  with  reference  to  tithes,  and  to  pause 
before  they  commenced  a  course  of  change 
which,  in  its  progress,  might  involve  the 
whole  property  of  Uie  country  in  confusion. 
He  hadfeitittusduty  to  make  those  general 
observations  upon  a  subject,  the  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  of  which  were 
very  sensibly  felt  by  the  government  of 
Ireland ;  but  he  must  also  sa^,  that  he  did 
not  consider  toe  question  of  tithes  to  form 
any  material  cause  of  the  ezistmg  disturb- 
ances in  Ireland.  He  ceruinly  knew  that 
in  the  notices  and  denunciations  to  which 
he  had  already  alluded,  tithes  were  speci- 
fied as  a  source  of  grievance ;  but  so  was 
the  rent  of  land,  so  was  the  levying  of 
taxes,  so  was  the  salary  of  the  priests,  so 
was  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  payment, 
by  which  the  income  of  individuals  or  the 
executive  authority  of  the  government 
was  to  be  maintained.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  materials  of  disturbance  in  Ire- 
land had  been  growing  ever  since  the 
termination  of  the  war.  In  that  country, 
as  in  this,  every  means  bad  been  adopted 
to  create  dissatisfiustion  and  to  light  the 
flame  of  insurrection  among  Uie  in- 
ferior classes  of  the  people;  and,  in 
furtherance  of  that  design,  tne  subject  of 
tithes  bad  been  enumerated  among  the 
grievances  of  the  people  ;  not  so  much 
because  it  was  a  real  grievance,  as  be- 
cause it  suited  the  purpose  of  the  agitators 
so  to  characterize  it; 

Having  disposed  of  the  three  important 
branches  of  the  question,  it  only  remained 
for  hiim  to  allude  to  what  had  been  the 
conduct  of  the  present  government  of 
Ireland,  and  to  its  intentions  for  the  future. 
When  the  government  arrived  In  Ireland, 
the  period  was  not  one  of  the  most  aus- 
picious. The  disturbances  and  tumults 
which  then  prevailed  were  such  as  had  not 
been  known  for  a  considerable  time  past, 
and  such  as  ultimately  broke  out  into  open 
insurrection  against  the  laws  and  govern* 
ment  of  the  country.  It,  therefore,  became 
the  paramount  duty  of  the  administrators 
of  tnat  Government  to  turn  their  first  at- 
tention to  the  suppression  of  those  dan- 
gerous outrages  wmch  menaced  the  coun- 
try with  ruin.  It  was  true  that  at  present 
time  outrages  had  been  in  some  parts 
subdued;  but  the  House  would  deceive 
themselves  if,  because  they  did  not  now 


•prevail  to  the  same  extent,  In  the  counties 
of  Cork  and  Limerick,  as  before,  they 
concluded  that  the  evils  had  been  enthrdy 
removed.     Partial   tranquillity,  he   was 
happy  to  know,  had  been  brought  abont ; 
and  if  they  meant  to  make  it  general  and 
universal,  they  must  pursue  the  course 
which  had  already  been  attended  with  this 
partial  benefit.    The  measures  which  par- 
liament thought  it  wise  to  adopt  had  been 
attended  with  the  result  of  driving  the 
disaffected  and  the  turbulent  to  more  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country,  where  their 
scenes  of  atrocity  were  repeated,  not  cw- 
tainly  to  the  extent  with  which  they  were 
committed  in  Limerick,  but  to  such  an 
extent  as  would  demand  the  continuance 
of  those  measures  until  they  were  exter- 
minated altogether.    He  could  not  better 
describe  the  state  of  the  South  of  Ireland, 
than  b  V  stating  that  there  was  no  county 
In  which  the  police  was  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  peaceable ;  and  that  In  five  coun- 
ties the  Insurrection  act  was  enforced.    It 
was  only  yesterday  that  he  had  received 
letters  informing  him  of  the  perpetration 
of  two  murders  committed  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  which  corresponded  precisely 
with  the  character  of  those  hornole  atro- 
cities which  had  occurred  in  other  parts  off 
the  country*    One  case  was  that  of  a  ser- 
vant serving  a  particular  farmer,  who  had 
Incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  wretched 
and  deluded  people.    He  had  been  sorved 
with  a  notice  not  to  continue  in  the  ser^* 
vice  of  his  master,  but  the  unfortunate 
man  was  unshaken  In  fils  determination, 
and  the  next  morning  he  was  shot  in  open 
day  by  persons  who  had  been  lying  in  wait 
for  him.    He  could  sincerely  assure  tibhe 
House  that  however  much  the  attention 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  had  neces- 
sarily been  occupied  by  the  subjects  to 
whidi  he  had  just  alluded,  and  In  taking 
such  measures  as  would  answer  the  call  of 
the  resident  gentry  for  ^protection  against 
the  atrocious  outrages  with  which  they 
were  menaced,  they  nad,  nevertheless,  not 
neelected  to  take  into  consideration,  not 
only  the  topics  to  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet  haa  adverted,  but  others  not  less 
important  to  the  permanent  interests  o£ 
the  country.    The  noble  marquis  at  the 
bead  of  the  Irish  government  had  applied 
his  great  talents  most  anxiously  and  un- 
ceasmgly  to   the  investigation   of  the 
causes  of  the  unhappy  state  of  societj 
In  that  country,    before  be  (Mr.  G.) 
lefk  the  seat  or  govemment,  tnat  nd>le 
lord  had  proceeded  to  a  comnderable  exp» 
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MDi  in  hk  iBqairiet  and  brettigirioaa. 
But  whea  hia  rigfit  hoo.  friend  tha  attom^* 
g0DaFal»  aod  bioatelf  were  abaent  attendiog 
!•  $heir  dutiea  In,  parUament*  the  difficult 
tiea  of  coanmimcatioDi  which  their  aepa- 
i^OB  from  the  lord  Ueutenaiit  occaaioned 
neoesaarilj  created  delay  in  the  execution 
«f  amr  meaaures  which  might  be  in  coo* 
tefliplatioo.  If,  under  aoch  ctvcumalaiieef, 
the  govflriHBieAt  had  Okoi  ventured  to  pro* 
p#fe,  or  were  not  now  pre|iared  with, 
maasurea  to  remedy  8uch  vaitaad  dee^y* 
footed  evilab  it  could  not  reaaoaahly  bo 
iviputed  to  a  want  of  diipositioa  eo 
yieir  part  to  aecure  the  finoquiUitj 
of  Ireland.  When  the  go  vemraisn  t  ahould 
bave  had.  timer  to  take  into  fuU  eonaider* 
ation  the  present  grievaocea  under  which 
Ireland  waa  labouring^  he  should  be 
pmafod  to  atate  what  measurea  it  wan 
u»owiad  to  adopiti  or  else  tot  give 
reasons  for  not  adoptiiffi  ai^  if  auch 
alioold  seem  the  wiaer  policy.  The  mea^ 
aorea  that  were  now  under  the  ceniideva-» 
lion  of  ffOTernmeDt  were  of  auch  a  natuce 
OS  weiud  remove  &om  it  the  censure 
which  the  addrea  of  the  right  hooi.  bare* 
n^  if  acceded  to,,  would  mflict  upon  it. 
Be  tfttsted^  bowevqrt  that  the  topics  which 
|i^  had  the  honour  of  m^og^to  the  House, 
would  oonvmoe  it  that  it  would  be  at  omC9 
pipolitio  and  onjuat  to  send  forth  the 
Iriab  govemadent  to  administer  the  albim 
ff  that  country,  under  an  impression  that 
they  had  desired  the  oensure  of  the 
Houso^by  neglecting  those  meaaurea  which 
WiOi'e  tbtol^wj  liecfessaiy  to  its  welfare 
fMBfd  tranquilliaatioa.'  Tlie  hon*  aeoreOaty 
concluded  by  moving  the  previoua  quea* 

Mir.  N>  Calvert  expreesed  hia  intentions 
of  supporting  th^  moticn,  and  was  d^- 
fifouft  of  stating  briefly  the  reasons  why 
be  did  so.  The  hon.  member  then  pro^ 
ceeded  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the 
population  and  the  revenuee>  of  Scotland 
and  IreUind.  He  stated,  that  the  popu* 
l^on  of  Ireland  was  two-thirds  greater 
tban  tbat  of  Scotland,  notwithstanding 
wUchihe revfanoea  of  tfao  two^  oountries 
ware  only  eqnak  He  was  conviocedi 
that^'  properly  managed  and  geremed; 
Irdana  wot^  be  aa  prt)ductive  lo  the 
iMaas.  of  ilia  eaapire  aa  anjT  other  of  its 
bmoQhea<  Ho  dm  not  meaiw  to  impute 
the  !(Qa8t  blame  to  tfie  esistkig  govern^ 
meAt  of  Iselaod«  It  waa  to  those^govem* 
vents  which  hfd  passed  away^  thai  all 
p^r  miseries  wiere  to  be  ascribed. 
•  Mr.  iS;p#j^gittt^felt>  thatonaft  occai* 
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siooof  so  asuch  Impofftanee  it  waa  the 
du^  of  every  man  to  atate  the  truth  and 
the  whole  truth.  He  reaUy  waa  quite  al 
a  less  to  eoaceive  on  what  ground  the 
right  bom  the  diief  secretary  for  Ireland 
could  conceive  that  the  address  propbaeil 
by  ha  right  hon.  friend  comprehended 
any  stigma  on  the  actual  |^ovemmant  of 
that  country.  Had  that  right  hotL  geiw 
tleman  been  in  hia  place  in  the  early  part 
of  the  present  session,  he  weuld  have  aeen 
by  the  course  taken  by  the  legislature, 
that,  so  far  waa  inquiry.  Atom  being  dr^ 
preoUed,  it  waa  expressly  prctvidMl  for 
by  the  manner  in  wbtck  the  bilb  respeet* 
ins  Ireland  paasad  ihrm^  the  House. 
Although  the  neUe  marquit  at  the  heed 
of  the  government  waa  net  aangeine 
enough  to  hone  that  the  meaaurea  which 
he  proposadr  &r  adoption  would  be  auffi- 
eient  to  enadicate  the  evils  for  which  they 
were  intended  aa»  remedy,  if  the^  were 
saieied  to^  expire  in  six  months,  stiil  their 
dMrtioB  waa^hmited  to  thai  penod.  Why 
bad  they  been  so  limited,  unless  it  were 
to  allow  a  discussion  like  the  present  to 
take  plaoe,  in  order  to  show  that  pariia^ 
asent  had  not  been  entrapped,  without 
due  ceoaideralbn,.  into  the  measoeaa  of 
aevemty  to  ehidi  it  then  gave  itaaaao- 
liOB  ?  The  acta  towhioh  he  pe&ned  Jiad 
been  passed  with  the   utmost   possible 

aichnass-^^o  standing  orders  of  the 
luso'  had  been  suspended  to  forward 
Aem  through  their  diflerent  alages«  Hie 
stiapensiontef  the  sianding.  orders  for  the 
iauHediate  passing  of  these  hills  was  only 
justified';  and  was,  inde^  onlpF  jua^fiablo 
by  the  engagement  whiolVjnmislerB  and 
IM  House  UM  made,,  that  a  full  mquiry 
ibto  the  state  of  IreUnd  should  take  placet 
befiooe  the  renewal  of  theae  edioua  diea* 
suree.  It  was  therefore  with  a.very  bad 
grace  that  they  were  now  e»  be  told» 
when-  an  inquiry  waa  propeaed,  that  it 
couldnoa. be  gmnted^  becauae  it  weuMr 
infix  astigme  oa  the  governolcnt  of  Ire« 
kiodft  Suppose^  thai  it  dkl  so^,  stiU  he 
mamtatned  that  they  were  bound  to  in- 
quire whether  Iheir  rapid  legiafattion  had 
baen^  for  the  oood  of  those,  to  whom  it. 
was  to  be  apph^^-^betber  it  had  beam 
warranted  b^i  the  emergency  that  had 
been  alleged  and  whether  the  same  ob-» 
ject  might  not  have  been  accompliahed 
by  measures* of  a  more  generonaand  less 
coercive*  nalure-^^nensunas  whtch,^  at  thw 
same  time  that  they  made  kaiand  fed'ther 
atrength  of  the  imperial  legislaturt^  ^ 
not  leave  hea  entirely  uoscquainted. 
its  mildness  and  benevolence. 
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The  right  hon.  iecratary  had  reUeted 
him  from  the  necanitv  of  enteriog  opon 
one  point  which  had  beeo  atrongly  urged 
when  this  subject  was  hut  und^  discus- 
sion. It  was  then  urged,  that  the  distresses 
and  disturbances  of  Ireland  had  originated 
wilb  herself;  that  it  was  her  own  doing;  and 
a  doctrioe  had  been  maintained  by  the 
hoB.  men^r  for  Hertfordshire  (Mr.  W. 
L»amb)>  which  went  in  its  consequences  to 
subvert  all  good  feeling  between  the  two 
countries:  on  the  occasion  to  which  he 
alluded,  it  bad  been  observed  (as  indeed 
had  been  the  case  at  other  times  when 
inquiry  was  resisted),  **li  is  not  the 
English  government  which  has  caused 
the  evils  of  whidi  you  complain;  the. root 
af  the  grievance  is  among  yourselves,  and 
jou  must  reform  your  own  misdeeds  be* 
ibre  the  country  can  be  ameliorated— we 
can  afford  you  no.  relief,  we  can  hardly 
extend  to  you  our  sympathy."  The  right 
hon.  gentfeman  had,  however,  r^ained 
from  following  this  exam|^— he  admitted 
a  case  of  mi^ovemraent,  and  the  misery 
which  had  foflowed  it ;  but  he  took  care, 
in  his  admission,  that  the  misgovemment 
should  be  of  ancient  date,  and  that  what* 
ever  grievances  existed,  were  to  be  trac^ 
to  the  misdeeda  of  timet  long  past.  Whih 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  admitted  a  case 
of  misgovernmept,  he  f  Mr.  Rice)  was 
pot  awar^  withia  what  limits  of  ancient 
history  he  meant  to  confine  his  admission : 
he  was  curious  to  find  where  the  aecre- 
tary  for  Ireland  would  place  the  com- 
menc^Qoent  of  the  new  rfstem  of  wisdom 
and  benevolence,  .and.the  close  of  that 
government  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  pecu«> 
liarly  discreet.  His  shield  was  thrown 
over  ,f^  kings  and  minist^  of  modern 
times,  and  the  only  persons  whom  he 
aeeiped  willing  to  make  the  victims  of  his 
candour,  were  Henry  the  2nd,  and  the  earl 
of  Pembroke,  commonly  called  Strongbow 
fa  laugh.]  Though  he  agr^eed  with  the 
right  hon.  gentlenmn»  that,  much  of  the 
desolation  which  had  spread,  and  the  bad 
feeling  which  existed,  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  unhapOT  events  of  remote  times, 
yet  he  must  still  contend  that,  by  far  the 
sreat  mi^rity  of  the  evils  whidi  afflicted 
Ireland,  were  referrable  to  more  recent 
tfpnsactioni*  and  bad  their  prigin  in  a 
svstem  of  mifgovemment  pf  much  later 
a4t#«  He  would  not  now  go  into  the 
wm^ottit  iQaasea  of  the  evil,  thoooh  hq 
agreed  that  much  desolation  and  ill  reeling 
was  caused  by  the  transactipna  of  that 
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period.    He  mabitained,  thai  the  great 
mass  of  the  present  evils  arose  firom  mis* 

Snremment  of  a  later  date.  For,  allowing 
at  the  feudal  rafMidty  of  the  first 
invaders,  whoae  doctrine  was  plunder  and 
extermination,  had  produced  much  evil, 
was  there  any  man  so  silly  as  to  contend, 
that  a  wise  and  enlightened  government 
of  one  or  two  centunes,  or  even  of  fifty 
years,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  correct 
that  evil? 

He  would  not  go  back  to  trace  all  the 
causes  which  produced  the  present  state 
of  things  in  Ireland.  He  was  aware  of 
the  dimcnlty  and  danger  of  entering  upon 
such  topics.  He  l^ew  the  imtatioQ 
likelv  to  be  caused  by  such  discussions  in 
ooinds  whicht  though  perhaps  at  present 
comparatively  tranquil,  were  still  lightly 
to  be  irritated.  He  should  therefore 
come  at  once  to  the  policy  of  later  times. 
If  gentlemen  would,  for  a  moment,  draw  a 
comparison  between  the  present  state  of 
England  and  Ireland,,  they  would  at  once 
be  struck  by  the  melancholy  contrast- 
indeed  tbatc6ntrast,as  it  rcffarded  Ireland, 
was  sufficient  to  excite  feeungs. of  horror 
in  any  thinking  mind.  It  might  be  asked, 
<<WmithaB  produced  this,  difference?" 
To  this  he  answered,  that  in  England 
there  was  felt  an  equal  dispensation  of 
the  laws— «n  equal  distribution  of  iustice* 
Every  Englishman  fdt  himself  shielded 
and  protected  hy  .the  spirit  of  a  firee  con* 
ititution*  Thu  had  been  at  once  the 
nurse  and  safesuard  of  their  fireedom  and 
happbess.  What  was  the  situation  of 
Ireland?  Was  there  any  man  bold 
enough  to  say,  that  Ireland  had  also 
enjoyed  a  free  constitution  and  an  impar- 
tid  administration  of  law  or  of  justice  } 
Had  his  unhappy  country  ever  been 
taught  to  fieel  the  advantage  of  an  impar* 
t^l  administration  of  justice?  At  what 
period  of  its  history  had  such  a  doctrine 
been  inculcated  among  the  people  I  Was 
it  during  the  early  progress  of  the  popery 
laws  I  Look  ^t  Uiose  disgraceful  statutea 
but  recently  expunged  from  the  Statute- 
book.  In  thus  adverting  to  this  part  of 
the  subject,  he  did  not  mean  to  mix  up 
the  Catholic  question  with  that  then  under 
discussion:  another  and  a  more  proper 
period  would  arrive  for  discussing  that 
question.  But  in  as  much  as  it  was  agreed 
upon  all  hands,  both  in  and  out  of  parlia- 
m^it,  that  these  statutes  were  di^gracefult 
so  fiir  he  had  a  right  to  use  the  argument  to 
prove  the  uiyust  and  impolitic  manner  in 
which  that  country  had  been  governed. 
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fisrther  thtti  thif  he  did  not  mean  «t  ft^ 
eent  to  alliide  to  the  Catholic  qoeiooo, 
at  iu  iatrodactioa  night  tend  to  create  a 
di&renoe  of  opinioD*  The  right  hoe. 
geDtleman  oppofite  (Mr.  PeeU  would 
adroit  it  to  be  one  thiog  to  deteiid  the 
present  state  of  the  popery  laws,  and 
quite  another  to  justify  that  atrocious  and 
bloody  code  which  fonnerly  polluted  their 
Statute  book,  and  imprinted  iU  charaotcr 
upon  the  passions  or  the  people.  Hour 
was  It  possible  that  a  system  or  ls»islation 
carried  on  in  such  a  apirit  could  fail  in 
forming  the  character  of  the  population 
exposed  to  iu  infliction  ?  Then  aa  to  the 
constitutional  freedom  grewrag  out  of  the 
doctrine  of  represeotatire  libinrtyt  what 
opportontdea  had  the  people  of  Ireland  to 
acquire  any  knowledge  of  that?  Up  to 
the  year  1782  tber  bad  no  constitution— 
they  had  no  ac(equate  repraaentation. 
They  had  Houses  of  ParliaaMot,  it  was 
true ;  but  it  waa  in  rain  to  seek  in  them 
the  guardian  spirit  of  a  legislature.  There 
were  legislatire  puraets  at  work  in  themy 
who,  unfortunately  for  the  country,  went 
Arough  the  forms  of  statutable  enact* 
ments  v  but  all  they  did  was  for  the  injunr 
of  the  people.  It  must  be  always  recol- 
lected, that  paerlously  to  the  reign  of  the 
late  king,  the  Frbh  parliament  sat  durmg 
the  life  oi  the  nionardi.  Such  was  the 
case  of  thH  parliament  of  George  8nd, 
which  sat  for  Si  years^  without  any  au 
tempt  to  infuse  young  blood  into  its 
nrstem,  and  without  anv  recnrrente  to 
that  constituent  body  which  could  alone 
secure  to  it  the  safety  and  Taliditr  of  its 
representatiTe  character.  Up  to  the  year 
1782,  then,  Ireland  eould  not  be  said  to 
have  a  constitution,  and  the  country  at 
that  era  acquired  one  through  the  powerful 


exertions  and  brilliant  eloquence  of  a  right 
hea.  gentleman  now,  alas,  no  asore  (Mr. 


Grattan),  and  about  whom  it  would  be  a 
profanation  for  hi|n  to  say  one  wcord. 
His  name  would  erer  remain  tlie  boast  of 
his  country ;  it  would  be  at  all  timea  his 
best  eulogy.  Thatgreatraanwasnotgen^ 
rall^  known  in  Bufjland  as  a  public  m«B> 
until  the  close  of  ma  illustrioui  Kfe;  bot 
enough  of  him  was  seen  in  that  House  to 
entitle  him  to  their  admiration;  and  in 
private  society  he  was  sufficiently  kaown 
to  have  been  the  delight  of  every  circle 
for  his  suavity  and  mildness  of  his  oharae- 
ter.  But  it  was  in  Ireland  where  his 
patriot  name  Was  felt  with  Ae  waitaese 
gratitude;  it  was  there  that  he  had Md 
for  his  admiring  eountry  the  foundntien 


of  a  constitiitien  which  would  fiaife  laid  a 
deep  grouod^work  for  the  amelioration  of 
the  people's  condition ;  whtdi  would  hav« 
retrieved  the  national  character  from  th« 
deep  atain  of  long  misrule,  bad  not  the 
government  of  the  day  maned  the  aim  of 
the  patriot,  and  interposed  its  parafyainsr 
influence.  Though  that  g|mt  mmi  baS 
failed  In  achieving  hia  god-hke  puipcM^ 
he  had  lefi  behind  him  a  name,  second 
only  to  that  of  Washington,  for  the  ser-' 
▼ices  he  had  planned  in  the  regeneratioit 
of  his  eountry  [Hear,  hear  1].  The  go** 
vemment  of  Irmand  had  perverted  the 
meana  by  vrhich  the  coostitutkm  of  ITM 
waa  intended  to  have  been  salutary.  The 
use  they  made  of  the  legisiatare  of  thai 
day  was,  to  employ  the  honours  of  one 
branch  of  it  to  corrupt  the  indepeodenctf 
of  the  other.  No  term  of  reprosKh  wna 
too  bad  for  application  to  sucii  a  system; 
To  show  the  degraded  atatienr  td  n^udi 
power  sunk  for  the  purposea  of  potittcal 
prostitution,  he  need  only  refer  the  House 
to  an  extract  from  the  evidence  of  the 
accountant-general  in  the  10th  Report  of 
the  Irish  comarissioners  of  fees,  whldi 
had  been  lately  laid  on  their  table,  and 
which  was  as  follows  s 

<«  Query  IsU— S^le  of  the  oSee?-^ 
Answers.  Accountant-seneral  of  thcf 
court  of  Exchequer.— ted.  Name  of  the 
officer  ?  John  O'NeiU-Srd.  By  whom 
appointed,  and  at  what  period,  and  how; 
and  on  what  condition  mid  eonaiderationf 
I  was  appointed  by  the  duke  of  Rutland 
in  Auffust,  1784;  my  nateet  bears  date 
the  5th  Nov.  1784.  With  regard  to  thtf 
cenriderations  and  conditions,  it  is  not 
my  wish  to  enter  into  nny  ddUdls  or 
explanations  on  that  subject,  hot  it  seeme 
1  most  obef.  The  considevation  fbr 
which  I  was  appointed,  was  my  giving  n 
seat  in  parh'iment  for  the  Mroi^h  of 
Rathoermidc  to  Mr.  Orde,  the  duke  of 
Rutland's  secretary;  that  seat  was  gi^renf 
to  meby  thedukeof  Portland,  then  prime 
minister,  and  lord  Northlogteii,  Ihed 
lord-lieutenant,  aa  a  public  mark  of  the 
gratitude  of  his  majesty's  government  for 
services  rendered  to  it,  at  a  period  vrheti 
a  civil  war  was  threatened  between  Eng^ 
land  mid  Ireland;  and  lord  NofthingtoiBi^' 
tf  he  had  renudned  herei  waa  to  have  pQt 
me  forward  t4»  distingnirfied  shoation^  ^ 
my  profossion  as  a  haifister.  A  few  daya 
before  m^  r0Cum  to  patfiaftiMt  mtk  lo 
have  taken  plac^,  Ib6  adminlsMtlon  wi|8 
changed)  and  there  belntf  no-dth^aeiii 
tncant)  end  omadiera  kavmg  $t  All  tipMs 
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iiop0W9rtovaeitetMr  tMttSy  the  duke 
of  Rutland  requested  me  ta  reitnqutth  my 
seat  in  fiitcmr  of  Mt.  Orde»  as  bis  not 
being  ia  parHaaeei  wei^d  be  a  gffeal  fan- 
pediment  to  the  publio  buftineast  I  com- 
j^lied  with  bis  request,  end  be  and  Mr* 
Grdeassersd  me  they  would  fulfil  lord 
Notfthkigteii'a  fovdurable  intentieos  to- 
srards  me.  In  «beat  a  year  afterwards 
tfaay  gsff  e  me  my  present  office,  but  tbere 
abepofonnanoe  ot  tbetr  premises  stopped* 
WfauMi  the  duke  of  Portland  again  beeame 
|Mrime  sainistar,  be  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
ddce  of  Richmond,  In  wbiofa  he  bore 
aestimeny  to  the  justice  of  my  claims  on 
geveronent,  and  strongly  reoeniaiended 
sue  te  bim^  on  receiving  the  letter,  bis 
giaoe  expressed  his  regret  that  there  was 
sioplaee  then  vacant,  bnt  he  repeatedly 
liffomised  to  promote  me  when  a  favour^ 
able  opportunity  occurred;  and  on  the 
4eath  or  tbe  duke  of  Portland,  be  assured 
HO  that  that  event  should  aet  aoake  tbe 
kaat  diiiseeaee  in  bis  intentions  towards 
laofi  however,  I  must  take  it  (br  granted^ 
that  in  tbe  coaese  of  iseven  /ears  ao 
fimoacable  export uaily  of  ftilnUiag  bis 
^mee*spri9mises  did  oceiur,  ler  bis  grace 
18  gone,  and  I  find  lays^f  in  the  same 
ailbatioa  in  wbieh  I  was  80  rears  ago, 
and  have  now  only  to  daim  the  title  of 
beiag  the  oldest  official  fixture  in  his  ma- 
jei^s  service.  I  believe  there  is  no  in- 
atanoeof  any  bmo^  with  sudi  claims  and 
aaeh  promises,  reasaiaing  80  years  unpro* 
asoted." 

Aftet  reading  this,  wbieh  was  only  one 
of  innamerable  examales  of  the  same 
yi>am  wbicb  aeeurrea,  aad  were  meo- 
taoined.  as  matSer  of  ooume^  bow  oould 
Ibey  be  auipnlsed  at  the  state  ef  the 
oouatry  in  oeasequeace  ?  He  did  not 
asaaa,  ia  aeading  tais  extraet,  to  cast  tbe 
aHghieSt  iau^utatlan  upon  tbe  administra^ 
liaa  nf  tbe  diike  bf  Ridmioad,  as  be  was 
aare/tbift  jne  aae  would  be  more  ready  to 

rm  firom  bba  any  sudi  transaction  than 
fright  boa.  jgentlemaa  opposite  (Mr. 
Peel^,  who  .had  acted  as  secretarv  to  that 
nfitileman.  But  be  €ould  net  help  ad* 
asking  tba  quiet  sort  of  tone  hk  which  this 
aoooontadt-qgeaecal  made  bis  atatement 
Hponoajtb^  aSif  this  wbole  base  and  oor- 
xupt  eBMSModen  bad  been  a  matter  of 


:  tfenawoaaie  down  to  tbe Isish  rd}el«- 
Uoa  of  ITOa,  #id  ia  the  Union  twhich  fol- 
lawedift.  MeahaMld  not,  ibowever^  dwell 
ilpon  Aase  AHker  ihaa  by  observbg, 

;Uoioa^aml 


the  meaite  uSM  to  carry  the  meeswe, 
vrere  not   suck  as  were  calculated    to 
retnedy  tbe  deftcta  under  which  the  na- 
tional character  of  that  country  laboured. 
He  would  not  rest  satisfied  wiih  the  con<> 
eession  of  the  Irbh  secretary,  who  ad- 
mitted tbe  ausgovemment  of  Henry  the 
find,  and  perhaps  of  queen  Elizabeth.    He 
bad  no  hesitation  in  attributine  a  con* 
siderable  portion  of  the  evils  which  now 
deaolaled  Ireland  to  the  20  years  govern- 
ment pfceceding  the  Union,  to  which  indeed 
the  last  twenty  ye^rs  bore  too  strong  and 
too  fiital  a  resemblance.    English  oppres- 
sion bad  lowered  the  natiomd  character 
of  Irelaod  in  early  times,  and  the  cor- 
mptiona  of  the  local  government   had 
nearly  extinguisbed  ail  poUtical  integrity 
at  a  lat«r  period.    Whet  was  the  £rst 
trfbilte  which  the  nnperiid  parliament  of 
1601  tendered  to  Ireland,  m  their  first 
notice  of  the  situation  of  that  country 
l^er  the  Union.    Their  first  statute  waa 
tbe  Irish  martial  law  bill ;  another,  and 
anotbarofthe  same  character,  succeeded 
in  fKgbtfol  saccesstoa,  4uid  all  bore  a 
striking  reaeaMance  to  tbe  fountain  from 
.wblob  they  aaruDg,  in  die  former  aces  of 
the  Irish  parliament.    He  did  not  mean 
to  quarrel  with  measures   of  coercion, 
whea  tbe  unhappy  state  of  the  country 
oidled  indispensablv  for  their  enactment. 
— Ifa  had  shown  tnat  by  his  votes  in  the 
present  sesaion ;  but  in  tracing  the  history 
of  Irish  legislation  both  before  and  since 
the  Union,  there  appeared,  as  it  were,  two 
streams  passing  through  the  channel  of 
pariiament.    In  one  flowed  acts  of  stret- 
nuoua  finance,  or  e<pially  strong  coercion  t 
tbe  one  with  great  midice,  and  the  other 
with  great  power.    In  the  other  cbanoeli 
tbe  atruggle  was  made,  but  made  in  vaii^ 
to  procure  an  exansination  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  tbe  people,  in  the  hope 
of  disGDveriag  and  applylag  seme  remedy  * 
Ibr  their  evils.    It  was  curious,  in  tracing 
these  proceedings,  to  observe  with  what  a 
jMngnl^rly  febcttous  unifonetty  the  channel 
of  ooeroion  always  flowed,  aad  that  of 
inuuiry  #as  idways  resisted  and  impeded. 
Want  he  most  lamented  now  was,  that 
the  nrelent  admiaiBtration  seemed  pre- 
parea  to  ibllow  die  tmck  of  tbe  last,  and 
postpone  tins  an^reatigation  without  which 
all  discussion  was  osdess.    The  present 
is  not  tbe  time,  aaid  4bey>  to  inqnire. 
Whc«  was  tbe  proper  tiase  for  inquiry 
and  redness  to  arrive  f«-^<<  Oh,''  said  the 
.present  admiinstnBtkMi  of  Ireland,  <«wo 
are  but  v«ry  jotuag  m  tfffiofr:.t«J<«¥ooDg  w<a 
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are  and  sore  afraid.'— We  hare  not 
long  held  our  offices,  bat  do  pray*  giro  nt 
time,  and  you  shall  see  what  we  wiU  do  for 
you"  [Hear,  hear  !]•  He  feared  that  the 
present  administrators  becoming  hetrs  to 
the  promises  of  their  predecessors,  would 
become  heiis  to  their  performances  also. 
As  an  instance  how  little  such  promises 
could  be  relied  u|>on,  he  took  the  liberty 
of  referring  to  a  history  of  promises  giveti, 
and  promises  violated  on  the  tithe 
anestion.  In  the  year  1806  a  right  hon. 
friend  uf  his,  the  knight  of  Kerry  fMr. 
M.  Rtzgerald)  had  asked  the  dien  cnan- 
oellor  <^  the  exchequer  (Mr. Perceval) 
whether  any  measure  was  contemplated 
'  on  the  tithe  question }  That  minister  ex- 
pressed the  pleasure  he  felt  in  replymg, 
that  a  measure  was  under  consideration, 
by  which  he  hoped  something  would  be 
done.  In  1809  the  same  question  was 
again  started  by  another  hon.  friend  (Sir 
H.  Pamell),  and  he  was  also  dissuaded 
by  a  similar  promise  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Dundas  from  entering  upon  the  subject 
then.  In  1810,  anoUier  secretary  (Mr. 
W.W.Pole),  now  a  member  of  the  upper 
House,  promised  that,  during  the  recess, 
he  woula  devote  himself  assiduously  to  the 
subject,  and  the  same  promise  was  renew- 
ed in  the  following  year.  It  was  not  at 
that  time  deemed  quite  expedient  to  with- 
draw the  consolation  of  hope  and  promise 
from  the  country ;  but  it  was  only  pro- 
longed to  be  eventually  cast  aside;  for 
when  the  Question  subsequently  came 
under  consideration.  It  was  opposed  by 
the  same  minister,  and  the  same  miserable 
system  of  shuffling  and  temporising 
marked  the  policy  of  the  government, 
and  continued  the  calamities  of  the 
people.— It  was,  in  fiict,  a  ffovemment, 
not  of  wisdom  and  sound  poTicy,  but  of 
paltry  shifts  and  trifling  expements.  It 
was  idle  to  talk  of  this  or  that  not  being 
the  time  for  entering  on  inquiry,  and  aN 
fording  redress.  Let  the  case  be  judged 
by  its  merits— if  this  was  not  done,  then, 
it  WM  impossible  that  any  permanent 
system  could  ever  be  introduced.  When 
was  it,  according  to  this  practice,  that 
Ireland  could  hope  for  inquiry?  In  her 
day  of  proaperity  it  would  be  idle  to  odl 
for  it-*tiie  answer  would  then  be,  **  See 
her  situation— who  calls  for  inquiry  now  ?^ 
In  the  time  of  advefaitv,  the  answer  was, 
**  Who  can  inquire  in  tne  heat  of  aggres- 
sion ;  vou  must  wait  for  more  tranquil 
times  ? '  Ndther  in  tumult  nor  in  peace, 
by  day  or  by  night,  was  the  state  of  Ire- 
land to  be  deemed  ripe  for  inquiry. 
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**Soles  oceidere  atqna  ledae  possum, 

-  vobis 

NoK  est  perpetua  una  dormienda.'' . 

But  from  his  knowledge  of  his  eoaotry, 
he  must  tell  those  gentlemen  lAo  did  not 
thhik  the  fit  period  for  inquiry  had  arrived, 
that  the  consequence  of  rejecting  an  ad- 
dress Kke  this,  which  merehr  pledged 
them  to  inquiry,  and  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  conciliation,  would  be  friSal 
to  the  repose  of  the  people.  It  would  do 
far  more  mischief  than  Um  most  irritatiog 
and  angry  discussion  upon  grievances 
from  whidi  some  anticipivced  bad  conae- 
quences.  He  called  mon  the  House  to 
take  this  subject  mto  their  serious  consi- 
deration. Their  deliberations  wuvo  looked 
to  with  the  most  watchful  anxiety  fiwm 
the  other  side  of  the  water.  There  was 
one  thing  more  dangerous  than  discussion ; 
it  was  despair  [Hear,  hear !].  It  would- 
be  cruel  to  the  people  of  Ireland  if  there 
were  no  attention  to  be  paid  to  their  dia- 
tresses  or  their  sufierings.  It  was  idle  to 
say,  that  the  resolutions  of  bis  rigiit  hon; 
friend  cast  an  Imputation  on  the  Irish 
government  of  the  present  day.  Nothhig 
but  the  ingenuity  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  for  Ireland  could  extract  such  a 
meaning  from  those  resdutiooa.  No 
matter  what  were  the  feelings  of  that 
House  upon  certain  political  poirfts ;  it 
was  their  duty  to  exert  th^  best  facidties 
which  God  and  nature  had  given  them 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  those  evila 
which  were  admitted  on  all  hands  to  exist 
in  Ireland.  He  denied  the  right,  in  strict 
justice,  of  passing  strong  measima  with^ 
out  inquiring  into  the  causes  whidi  made 
those  strong  measures  necessary.  Ha 
denied  the  wisdom  of  such  a  inrooeeding 
as  a  ouestion  of  policjr.  liOt  fakn  not  be 
mistaken  upon  this  point.  If  move  coer- 
cive measures  were  called  for,  let  the 
necessity  be  proved,  and  he  was  readv  to 
grant  thems  but,  in  God's  name,  let  them 
at  least  first  try  the  effect  of  conciliation* 
The  present  measure  pledged  no  man 
to  any  thing  more  than  inquiry;  beyond 
this  no  man  would  be  jdedged  to  go^  Ha 
would  be  the  last,  man  tobitroduoe  mto 
discussion  any  thing  ealcnlated  to  create 
any  personal  hostifity  or  ill  feeling.  In 
looking  to  the  causes  of  the  present  dis- 
tresses, he  was  not  mad  enough  to  suppoea 
that  the  legialature  could  by  one  act  at 
once  put  an  end  to  those  distresses.  But 
diey  could,  at  least,  prevent  those  dfe* 
tresses  firom  spreadtogand  bicreasing.^  ~If 
the  previooa  mode  Si  \ 
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hwX  ba«n  foQod  wroogy  il  tardy  was  not 
too  mach  to  call  upon  goTeroment  to 
retrace  its  stepi.^— It  was  said,  that  they 
oaght  to  propose  specific  measures  in  the 
outset,  and  tnat  toen  it  would  be  found 
that  manv  of  the  proposed  specifics  were 
inapplicable  to  the  griCTances  with  whidi 
some  connected  them.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  truly  said,  that  tithes  were 
not  the  exdusive  cause  of  the  present 
disorganiaation  in  Ireland;  but  he  must 
concede  to  him*  (Mr.  Rice)  that  they 
were  mixed  up  in  all  the  disturbances 
which  ^  long  prcTailed,  and  it  would  be 
futile  to  devise  any  measure  of  relief  which 
did  not  indude  an  adjustment  of  the 
tithe  question.  If  after  all  the  magnifi- 
cent expeetatioos  which  had  been  held 
out  upon  that  subject^  the  improvement 
lias  to  end  with  the  framing  a  bill  to  grant 
a  power  of  Jeasmg  tithes,  he  would  protest 
agsinst  the  futiiity  and  inadequacy  of 
eSeh  a  measure ;  it  would  efiect  no  good, 
and  woold  leave  all  the  difiBculties  to  be 
atill  .encountered ;  it  would  unsettle  the 
whole  subject,  and  prove  a  &r  less  satis- 
factonr  or  just  measure .  towards  the 
church  than  a  commutation. 

The  hen.  gentleman  then  referred  to  the 
petitions  which  had  been  presented  to 
parliament  from  the  extensive  owners  of 
tithes,  praying  for  a  commutation,  and 
asked  how  their  prayers  could  be  over- 
looked? He  then  took  an  historical  review 
of  the  course  followed  by  the  Irish  par- 
liament  respecting  tithes,  and  of  the  reso- 
lution voted  in  17S5,  that  House  of  Com- 
mons better  known  to  hon.  members  as 
literary  men  than  as  politicians:  he 
alluded  to  that  memorable  House  of 
Commons  described  by  Swift  as  the  Le- 

Sion  Club.  That  ilouse  of  Commons 
edared  te.  &c.  anv  man  an  enemy  to 
his  country  who  daimed  a  tithe  upon 
grass  land^-adaim  not  made  before  1720, 
but  then  made  upon  the  ground  of  right. 
In  1800  the  oiinister  of  that  day,  wishing 
the  interests  of  the  clergy  not  to  depend 
upon  what  the  primate  of  Ireland  has 
called  *<a  fiMious  vote,**  removed  the 
claim  of  tithe  from  the  rich  grass  land 
which  could  afford  to  pav  it,  and  im- 
posed that  particular  tithe  upon  the 
labourer's  tillage  land,  accumulatinjg  with 
a  duplicate  force  die  burthens  of  hun  who 
^vas  least  able  to  bear  the  pressure.  On 
the  whole,  he  knew  no  brandi  of  the  griev- 
ances of  Ireland  which  more  heavily 
pressed  upon  the  condition  and  ameliora- 
tion of  sodety  m  that  country  than  the 


questioB  of  tithes;  and  until  that  was 
rationdly  adjusted  there  could  be  no  per- 
manent prospect  of  tranquillity  [Hearll. 
It  should  also  be  remembered  bv  EngUsh 
members,  that  whenever  the  tithe  laws  of 
Ireland  were  under  discussion,  there  was 
not  an  Irishman  in  that  House,  whatever 
his  poKticd  opinions,  who  did  not  job  in 
calling  for  a  revision  of  that  svstem,  as 
one  which  was  oppressive  to  all  classes^ 
vexatious  to  thoee  who  paid,  unsatis- 
factory to  those  who  receive,  and  as  ren- 
dering the  Protestant  diurch  hateful  and 
odious  to  the  Catholics  of  Irdand.  He 
could  not  condude  without  saying  a  few 
words  upon  the  present  system  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland.  He  was  happy  to  per- 
ceive that  there  had  been  in  tnat  country, 
during  the  administration  of  the  two  last 
secretaries,  some  approximation  towards 
those  British  prindples  of  education,  which 
done  could  create  a  well«ordered  state 
of  things  in  Ireland.  It  was  by  a  strict 
attention  to  the  education  of  the  young, 
that  they  could  form  any  hope  of  a  verting 
that  system  of  demorahzatioo,  which  un- 
fortunately Existed  in  that  coontiy.  There 
were  8,000  schoohnastera  employed  m  in- 
structing t^  youth  of  Irdand ;  but  if  a 
generd  cdcdation  were  made  of  their 
bbonrs,  he  feared  that  in  too  many 
instances  the  system  of  education  would 
be  found  vicious  and  bad.  What  would 
the  House  think,  for  instance,  of  the  dr* 
culation  amons  the  boys,  as  a  sort  of  text- 
book, of  the  nistor}r  of  a  fireebooter  iHio 
figured  50  years  ago  in  Ireland,  as  captdn 
Rock  was  now  represented  to  figure? 
What  codd  result  from  the  difiusion  of  a 
taste  for  such  books,  but  the  most  mis- 
chievous resdts?  He  thought  that  too 
much  attention  could  not  be  directed  to 
this  point,  as  it  was  one  upon  which  the 
future  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Irdand 
mainly  depended.  But  in  this,  as  in  all 
the  other  cases  to  which  he  dluded,  the 
system  was  in  fault.  The  system  prac- 
tised towards  Ireland  led  to  the  conviction 
that  no  practicd  improvement  was  intend- 
ed—tbat  measures  of  severity  and  of 
coerdon  done  were  to  be  put  in  force. 
He  conjured  the  House  not  to  overlodt 
the  opportuni^  of  inducing  the  people  of 
Irehma  to  bdieve  that  thejr  were  sincerely 
disposed  to  apply  a  pracucd  remedy  to 
their  evils.  The  same  afflictmg  state  of 
things  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  that  night  called^  was,  in  some 
degree,  considerad  and  described  in  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  within 
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time  wJBlli  10  19B16.  TllMe  dimwons 
he  f#i»ui  ^tiled  in  UiDguage  lo  beaotifiil 
■  'wflied  by  «  aMrit  80  fair  snd  diicnaai* 
AallBgy  and  lefritgoieDed  by  a  patriolinft  io 
dear  and  etideati  tbat  any  extract  which 
ke  might  desire  now  ta  qaote,  he  codd 
vnly  g^  eftct  to  by  repeatiag  fbe  vefy 
vroras  in  which  it  was  recorded.  **  If  the 
laturreotien  act  b  to  be  contiaued/'  it 
was  ihen  itated ;  <Mf  the  people  of  Inelaod 
«vtt8  to  he  tobjected  Co  doroieilnry  ^rititt 
ia  the  night,  to  be  Uable  to  be  impnsaOGd^ 
bod  even  trabsported^  not  by  the  verdict 
of  a  iiAry^  bat  by  tuaaaiary  tsommitasaot; 
if  all  these  teirible  aaiseraet  aoe  to  be  Mi«> 
fltated^  the  Home  would  neglect,  wooUl 
gfoisly  abandon  ite  daty,  if  they  refaMd 
taanatre  why  such  things  were  nacessarvi 
and  bow  they  were  to  be  avoided.  Ezue 
afekl  death  iwera  not  the  iastruaaento  of 
govemawnt  but  the  miserable  exptdioits 
wiMsh  showed  the  absewoe  of  all  goven»> 
aaeot"*  Mu  ftice  hoped  that  diesa 
liberal  opinions  arodd  not,  on  the  present 
•ocaaioa,  be  diioovered  or  abandoned  1^ 
the  baiab  merobar  wba,  m  1816,  had:  pro- 
Muneedthanu    It  wns  ia  order  that  faf»i 


i  oMffhit  BOW  ioierfera  to  feicne'tba 
people  of  frsiaod  £roas  sinikit  Tisitsdoas, 
to  ptelerva  them  i&om  the  aame  degreda* 
tion  to  which  they  were  siibjetfted  at  the 
penodj«st  mentioned,  tfaathe(Mr^fiiiee) 
tiow  vaUed  tlpoa  the  House  to  support  tba 
OMtio*  of  bis.Tighthon.fnend  [Cheen]. 
At  the  pmiod  of  the  Union  what  w«re  the 
promises  whiith  bad  been  made  to  the 
peopfe  of  IMand?  It  was  then  objected, 
Oat  A^ir  Tepreseatatires  would  ^ad  thenk^ 
aebres  aasaag  attaagets^that  Acy  would 
be  aemoved  to  a  gseat  41istaaoe  from  their 
coantnrmen  and  their  estates^that  they 
would  be  thrown  entire^  Mno^  £aglish 
iaierests;  and  aaudsta  taowd  of  Ei^iflh 
ttiembers  wodd  form  «  distinct  ml 
unequal  body.  He  (Mr..  Rice)  had 
never  known  that  body  as  a  distinct  one 
ia  that  Hoaso-;  and  whila  he  had  the 
honour  of  sitting  there,  lie  would  never 
adcawwledgeaBy  snob  invidious  distinction* 
Tk)  Aese  objections  it  wasanswerod,  hew* 
ever^  **  Oh,  na^  you  may  trust  jm  imperial 
nadhaenti  jnu  may  rely  npoa  the 
ttononr  cff  gendomen;  for  those  m  whom 
yon  will  base  to  coafideare  EagUshmea." 
it  w«s  in  thnt  hnoDar  Aat  he  now  ap* 
nesiedw  It  wtas  in  Ae  same  spirit  of 
toncmrithatliaanwidedared,  ttmtaf  these 
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was  imy  thing  in  the  mofion  of  the  r^t 
boa.  baroBct  which  could  justly  causeJt 
to  ba  43onsidared  as  a  par^  measnnei  ha 
trusted  it  would  be  treated  assudi,  aadia 
that  chailActer  be  sejected  by  his  nu^}esty'a 
soverameat.  But  m  truth  it  wss  notbisff 
tike  a  party  vota^  It  was  brought  forwarn 
io  the  iame  spirit  of  confidence  in  which 
his  r^ht  hon.  friend  hsd»  on  a  former 
ticoasion^  proposed  a  simikr  course  of 
proceeding  s  ^1  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
i»w  Required,  being  to  luive  somethiog 
apecific  ia  the  shii|M  of  a  pledge  on  this 
-occafeion,  in  order  to  distinflaish  it  firoai 
the  mere  general  pledge  of  ministefa  in 
former  parliaments,  which  had  been  re*- 
peatedly  giveti,  and  as  frequently  violated. 
Mrb  ukarUi  Grmnt  rase  and  saids^ 
Sir;— *If  I  thonght  that  the  failure  of 
the  pvesent  motion  would  in  the  smaliesC 
degree  tend  to  make  the  people.of  Ire» 
land  iiaheva  that  this  Hoase  is  oarelen  vi 
tlieir  interests,  I  should  (oel  aMre  hetfta* 
tion  than  Ido  in  resolvia|^  )on  Sha  Vota 
which  I  shall  this  night  give.  Bol^  as  I 
tnist  it  wiU  paodttce  no  suph  impiessiont 
lahall  foUaw,  irithout  scnqile^  the ooarsa 
which  seems. Io  me  asost  advisable.  I 
ctecur  wiih  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  state- 
oieits  and  representations  of  my  right 
boa.  friend,  and  dMse  who  half esapportad 
turn ;.  hot  I  cannat4»tt0ur  in  his  metioo^ 
becslusB  it  appanw  ta  aie  to  imfrfy  an  un* 
merited  censure  on  the  Irish  goirernment^ 
At  the  ^ommeaoenient  of  the  sesrioa,  Sir^ 
1  expsessed  my  confidence  in  that  govccn*- 
mant,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  thiag 
has  yet  sxiourrsd  which  should  induoe  ma 
to  wtthdraw  that  confidence,  if  I  believed 
the  Tapraach,  apparently  cotiveyed  hy  this 
motion,  to  be  just,!  matldaiostwillmgly 
acoedetaitt  but,  asmt|>ersitinianssof 
a  diffweat  iobd,  it  woald  be.aaanariy  fair 
ar  honest  in  sne  to  make  myself  a  party  to 
the  ibqdioariaa.  I  am  glisd,  however,  tiiat 
the  3mpot«aBt  aubject  of  ih^  state  of  Ire* 
knd  pas  been  brought  nnder  the  eon- 
aiderslionoftheHoiue;  andl  shall  beg 
leave  to  offer  some  xeoMriu  unan  it,  not 
in  the  presumj^tumis  1m^  ofaodingmach 
that  is  new,  either  in  statement  xir  argu*> 
ment,  to  wiiat  has  already  been  so  mH 
sakl ;  but  because  I  think  it  the  duty  of 
every  member  so  suf^y  the  House,  on 
this  interesting  subject  with  such  int^ 
formation,' howaiver  limited,  as  it  may  ba 
ia  bb  poawr  to  aSsrd. 

J  ■  A  '■ 

*  From  the  odgioal  editkm,  psmted  for  '  ^ 
Hatchaedaodfion. 
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It  i»  iniporlaiit  fbrtbis  House  to  bear 
}n.niifid,  that  the  dittuiiiiasee  which  now 
prevatlt  in  Ireland^  is  not  a  mgle  or  aft 
iasttlated  •ccurrence.  Unless  this  ciroom* 
stance  be  ai«i>ays  held  in  recollection,  we 
shall  be  in  danger  of  mistaking  both  the 
nature  of  the  evil  and  the  proper  removes 
to  be  appKed*  The  fisict  is,  that  the  pre^ 
sent  is  only  one  of  a  series  of  comnotioost* 
doselj  resembhag  ^ch  ether  in  their 
general  character  and  in  their  leadtag  or 
predisposiftg  causes,  whidi  hate,  for  the 
last  sixty  years,  broken  out  in  successtoo 
in  difibrent  parts  of  Ireland,  and  prin« 
cSpally  in  the  aootlu  The  House  wiU 
permit  me,  without  enteiing  eu  any  long 
or  fatiguing  course  of  historical  detaO,  to 
take  a  rapid  review  of  some  of  ^  most 


Iq  1768  and  1764i  appeared  the  Hearts» 
of  Oak  in  the  county  of  Armagh.  Thai 
discontent  in  this  case  origiuated  in  & 
grieranoe  connected  with  the  system  e£ 
roadfUiaking ;  and  here  again,  aa  in  th» 
former  instance,  the  effect  outerew  tha 
immediate  cause;  the  wretched  people 
proceeding  from  the  primary  object  o6 
their  hottm^  to  contend  against  the  pay« 
ment  of  tithes,  and  to  can  lor  an  abate« 
ment  of  the  price  of  land.  These  tomidta 
were  quelled  by  the  military  power.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  this  last  is  the  only^ 
instance  ia  which  a  law  was  passed 
speoificdly  to  meet  the  origin^  cause  of 
complaint;  and,  in  the  ewnt,  the  enact-* 
ment  of  that  law  was  followed  by  the  final 
restoration  of  tranquilh'ty.    In  1769,  the 


prominent  among  the  uuhappy  transac-  f  counties  of  Antrim  and  Down  wore  con* 
tkms^  to  which  I  allude*    Tne  fimt  oo-    vulsed  by  the  Hearts  of  Steel;   a  di»* 


eurred  in  1760,  and  the  aotovs  in  it  were 
termitd  Leyellers ;  and  afterwards,  lironi 
their  wearing,  as  an  unifoni),  jrhite  frocks 
or  shirts  over  their  clodies.  White  Boy. 
Its  commencement  may  be  traced  to  an 
inclosure  of  commons,  in  violatioD,  aa 
was  urged  by^  the  occupiers,  of  the  pro* 
mises  of  their  landloros.  The  teaantSf 
debarred,  by  what  they  deeaaed  an  in* 
aunce  of  flagrant  breach  of  fiutfa,  firoin 
enjoying  the  rights  of  commonage  to 
which  they  c<Kindered  themselves  entitled, 
proceeded  to  level  the  fences  of  the  new 
lodosures,  and  to  commit  other  outrages 
oi  a  similar  aature;  and,  havhig  thus 
commenced  a  career  of  violeqce  against 
their  landlords,  strictly  in  the  character 
of  Levellers,  they  very  soon  extended 
their  hostilities  to  another  quarter ;  and, 
under  the  more  familiar  appdlation  of 
White  Boys,  took  upon  themselves  to  re^ 
stst  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  to  attack 
the  rights  of  the  clergy. 

This  commotion  desolated  the  south 
for  several  jrears :  it  would  appear  indeed 
not  to  have  been  finally  composed  until 
the  year  1775-6 ;  that  at  least  is  the  date 
of  the  act  which  was  passed  in  coase-* 
quence  of  Aose  troubles,  and  which  is 
known  by  the  title  of  the  White  B^  act. 
Bat  though  this  act,  in  its  present  state, 
did  not  pass  till  1775,  an  act  of  a  similar 
nature,  though  milder  in  its  provisions, 
intituled,  V  An  Act  to  prevent  for  the 
future  tumultuous  Risings  of  Persons 
within  this  Kingdom,"  was  first  passed  as 
a  tem{ionu-y  law,  in  1765,  and  renewed 
ft^ffo  time  to  time  till  1775.  Indeed  the 
White  Boy  act  itself  was  at  first  a 
temporary  act. 


turbance  which,  in  its  origin  so  fiir  re- 
sembled the  present,  that  its  excttmg 
cause  was  the  resentment  produced  in  the 
minds  of  a  body  of  tenantry  bv  what  they 
deemed  the  oppressive  eonduet  of  the 
agents  of  a  ^reat  landed  proprietor.  The 
evil  was,  as  usual,  suppressed  by  force ; 
but,  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  the  same  or  similar  disorders,  the- 
Irish  legislature,  io  1775,  passed  A» 
White  My  act  already  mentioned.  The 
ill  success,  however,  wkidi  has  attended' 
the  operation  of  that  law,  notwithstandkig- 
the  unexampled  severity  of  its  previskms, 
may  supply  another  proof  how  little  ia  la 
be  expected  f rem  tbo  sanguinary  poliojp 
to  which  England  has  so  frequently  te^ 
sorted  in  the  government  of  her  Irisli 
dominions. 

In  1787,  a  very  formidable  di^urbance 
broke  out  in  ^e  province  of  Mnnstei^> 
and  continued  to  rage  for  ^ars  with  shi^ 
gular  violence,  the  fory  of  the  rioleva 
being  pecuKariy  directed  against  the 
der^.  A  little  earlieiv  or  in  1785,  coos* 
motions  of  a  still  more  alarming  nature' 
commenced  in  the  north ;  where  two  par- 
ties were  formed,  odled  Peep-o^bay 
Bo^  and  Deihnders.  They  were  arrayed- 
agfunst  each  ether,  and  not,  as  to  their' 
immediate  objects  al  least,  against  liie 
government;  but  their  acta  wove  of  the 
most  lawlesa  nature  9  and,  gradually  in* 
creasing  iuanmbers'ttMi  animosity,  they,- 
in  1788,  assinned  a  oharactev  so  foi^* 
midaWe,  that  it  was  ImpossMe^  wMiovli 
serious  apprehensie^,  ie  loMc  flNrfmfd  to^ 
the  ultimate  issue  of  ibeit  preosediags^ 
They  used  to  meet  in  large  Dodiei,  pro- 
vided with  fiie«armsandcOtherimplemea«a 
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of  destructioiift  and  to  engage  in  pitdied 
battles  so  violent,  that  sometinies  not 
fewer  than  fifty  persons  were  left  dead  on 
each  side.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts 
of  government,  and  although  the  military 
were  employed  in  great  force  to  aid  the 
civil  power  m  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
this  tend  continued  to  ravage  the  country 
unUl  jt  was  merged  some  ^ears  afterwanu 
in  the  troubles  m  the  Umted  Irishmen. 
■•  In  order  to  provide  the  executive  au« 
thorities  of  tne  state  with  new  and 
powerful  means  of  guarding  the  piMic 
tranquillity,  the  Irish  parliament,  for  the 
first  time,  passed  the  Insurrection  act  in 
1796.  Then  followed  the  rebellton  in 
1798,  and  the  Union  in  1800.  The 
Union,  it  was  hoped,  would  aUay  those 
frequent  convulsions,  and  restore  the 
peace  of  the  country;  but  no  such  effisct 
oas  yet  been  product  by  that  important 
measure.  In  1806,  very  serious  disorders 
took  place  in  Sligo,  Mayo,  and  some 
adjoinmg  counties,  and  their  progress  was 
marked  by  the  same  modes  of  pfuoder  of 
houses,  of  destruction  of  property,  and  of 
penonal  violence,  in  short  by  all  those 
outrages  which  have  characterised  more 
recent  disturbances.  The  Insurrection  act 
was  renewed  in  1807.  In  1807,  the  county 
of  Limerick,  the  scene,  if  not  the  cradle 
of  the  present  evils,  was  alarmingly  dis- 
turbed. In  1811  and  in  1812,  the  coun- 
ties of  Tipperary,  Waterford,  Kilkenny, 
Limerick,  Westmeath,  Roscommon,^  and 
King's-oounty,  became  the  theatre  of  the 
same  sanguinary  tumults.  In  1815,  a 
great  part  of  the  county  of  Upperary, 
considerable  portionsof  the  King's-oounty, 
and  county  oif  Westmeath,  and  the  whole 
o^f  that  at  Limerick,  were  placed  under 
the  Insurrection  act.  The  counties  of 
Limerick  and  Tipperary,  however^  con- 
tinued in  a  dreadful  state,  and  they  re- 
mained under  the  Insurrection  act,  until 
that  act,  after  a  temporary  renewal  in 
1817,  finaUy  expired  in  1818.  In  1817, 
part  of  the  county  of  Louth  was  subjected 
to  the  InturrecUon  act.  In  1890,  came 
the  disturbanqe  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
and  in  1821,  the  actual  d^ond>le  out- 
rages in  that  of  Limerick.  With  respect 
to  the  latter,  it  is  notorious,  as  I  have 
already  intimated,  that  they  originated  in 
the  discontent  and  roientmeot  excited  in 
the  mindf  of  the  tenants  of  a  very  ex- 
tenttve  proper^t  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  ageni  imder  wboie  management  thut 
property  was  placed.  This  was  the  proxi* 
mate  cauie;  and,  mtbwA  reference  to 
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any  other  drcumstances,  k  is  obvieua 
how  widely  die  peace  of  a  county  would 
beaftcted,  when  a  body  of  tenantry, 
amounting  to  twenty  thousand  persons^ 
were  thrown  into  a  state  of  furious  agiHH 
tion. 

But  Aere  were  circumstances  peculiar 
to  the  county  of  Limerick,  calculated 
greatly  to  spread  and  inflane  any  disorder 
that  might  be  excited  by  local  pressure. 
This  county,  as  I  have  observed,  has  been 
for  years  in  a  troubled  aind  cBsorgaaiaed 
condition.  The  inhabitants^  and  etpeci-> 
ally  the  populatioa  of  the  particular  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  present  evfls  originated^ 
have  always  been  peculiarly  distinguished 
by  dieir  ignorance  and  lawlesa  habits.  I 
^have  understood  from  persoos  who  have 
'had  peculiar  opportunities  of  observation, 
and  especiidly  from  advocates  adjudges, 
whom  die  course  of  their  cirottits  oas 
made  fiimiliar  with  the  county,  that  the 
peasantry  of  the  south-west  part  of  it, 
and  not  only  the  merd  peasantry,  but 
even  the  class  somewhat  above  the  Jowesi 
order,  are  marked  by  an  UBOdmmoD  fiiro* 
city  of  diaracter,  by  a  hmientaUe  disre- 
gard to  moral  oblivion,  and  by  a  des- 
perate determination  in  the  prosecution 
of*  their  desi^s«  Tbere  is  no  part  of 
Ireland,  in  which  those  vivid  recoUeCtiena 
of  past  history,  whidi  (as  my  hon.  friend 
the  member  for  Limerick  has  remarked) 
so  extensivdy  prevail  among  the  Irish,' 
are  more  ardently  cherished  than  in  the 
county  m  question.  It  is  astoniriiiog  in- 
deed to  observe  the  force  and  intensity 
of  those  mental  associations.  As  a  proof 
of  mj  ftssertioo,  I  may  mention  that  at 
the  time  of  the  Union,  a  person  of  rank, 
hokUog  a  high  official  sitnatbn  in  Ireland, 
and  possessing  considerable  influence,  be- 
came an  object  of  extreme  dislike  and 
lealousy  to  the  Irish  people  in  general, 
but  especially  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Limerick;  and  chiefly,  9m  I 
have  oeen  informed,  from  this  cause  :— 
that  the  actual  situation  of  thecoontrv 
brought  powerfyjly  hopie  to  their  mind» 
a  cireumstance  handed  down  by  tradkion 
and  currently  believed,  thai  an  aoceflor 
of  this  individual  had,  in  the  battle  eC 
Aughrim  in  1691,  betrayed  his  countiy^ 
and  decided  the  fate  of  the  day  by  pass* 
ing  over  to. the  English. 

Such,  Sir,  has  been  the  setiea  of  com* 
motions  which  for  the  last  sixty  years  have 
tormented  and  desolated  Irdaadv  It  in 
remarkable  how  nearly  the^  resemble  each 
other  in  their  principal  featnrest  ttMHigli 
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Taiyiog  unmesttanidify  m  the  ^adeft  of 
alrodt^  It  would  be  easy  to  quote, 
wkh  regard  to  each  of  them,  paesages, 
of  speeches  proaoooced  in  parHaroeot,  or 
of  publications  irritten  at  the  tinie»  which, 
with  slight  alterations,  would  describe 
them  all.  The  complaints  respecting  the 
caoses  of  those  calamities  are,  throagli 
th»  long  petiody  nearly  echoes  of  each 
other.  In.  truth  they  all  sprung  mme^ 
dkUdy  frouk  local  oppRssk»s»  and  were 
diAised  and  propagated  by  the  opesati«k 
of  the  sasne  peculier  drcumstaDcea  io  tktt 
charaeter  and  cooditton  of  the  people  o£ 
Irelaodw  They  were  all  in  8ueoesaio» 
^eMed ;  but  as  j^  no  efibrt  haa  been 
BMide  by  tbe  legislature  to  effect  apes- 
Daaent  aad  satisfactory  core.  This  fttrjr 
fiict  however— I  mean  tbe  coatintied  re-: 
eurreiu:e  of  such  eTeutfr^-is  itself  a  proof 
that  there  must  be  semediiag  diseased  m 
the  s^tem.  In  every  country,  local  op« 
pression  may  take  place,  and  local  com- 
molions  may  follow.  But  the  question 
that  natersNy  suggests  itself  with  respect 
to  Ireland  is  this  s  How  does  it  happen 
that  a  local  commotion  becomes  so  rapMUy 
a  general  disturbance  I  How  does  it 
happeiv  that  tbe  spirit  which  at  first  dis-^ 
corers  itself  in  a  small  district,  spreads 
almost  instanlaneoosly  over  a  large  terri- 
tory, and  throws,  in  a  very  short  time». 
neaiiy  half  a  province  into  the  most 
frightful  convulsion  I  This  is  tbe  pecii« 
liarity  of  the  sdl^ect.  What  lathe  stale 
of  society  that  adasits  of  such  an  eviU 
Are  there  no  lawsf  no  guards  and  pre* 
servatives  of  civil  ocd^  ?  no  barriers  to 
resist  encroacbmeata  on  the  public  tran* 
qoillity  i 

Now,  Sir,  I  have  not  the  presumption 
to  attempt  a  developement  of  all  tbe 
causes  that  may  lead  to  tbe  resulls  which 
I  have  described.  But  I  think  that,  on 
looking  into  the  slate  of  Irdand,  the 
House  will  not  have  muclv  difficulty  in 
diseovering  some,  at  least,  of  the  cir* 
eumstances  by  which  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  general  are  prepared  to  receive 
tbe  infection  of  every  local,  agitation  hj 
whatever  oasud  or  peculiar  uddent  it 
may  in  the  first  instance,  have  been  oeca- 
aioned.  The  mnaediately  promoting  cause 
rf  this  propensity  is  te  be  found,  I  ap- 
prehend, in  tbe  generally  al^ect  condition 
of  the  Irish  peasantry.  I  do  not  now 
speak  with  reference  to  tbe  premure  of 
tCDlporary  or  local  distress,  such  as  that 
which  prevails,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  at  the 
present  moment  in  Clare  and  some  of  the 
VOL.  VL 


sontfMveieeffn  counties  of  Ireland;  alu 
though^  as  I  have  touched  on  this  topic* 
1  cannot  help  earnestly  recommending  the 
inuoediate  consideration  uf  it  to  my  right 
hen.  friend  (Mr.  Goulburn)  and  the 
Irish  government.  I  cannot  indeed  doubt 
that  it  has  already  attracted  their  atten- 
tion; but,  if  the  accounts  which  I  have 
received  are  correct,   there  are  not  only 

rptoma  of  approachiog  famine,    but 
famine  has  actually  begun,  and  unlesa 
instant  measures  are  tak^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  checking  or  limiting  its  progress, 
the  consequences  both  of  scarcity  and 
fever  may  be  tremendoua.    I  speak,  how- 
ever, at  present,  of  the  general  and  ordinary^ 
condition  of  the  Irish    peasantry.     Ift 
1787,.  the  Uite  lord  Clare,  then  aitocnejr- 
general  of  Ireland,   pronounced  that  it* 
was  impossible  for  human  wretcbednesa 
to  esceed  that  of  the  miserable  peasantry, 
in  the  province  of  Munster.    I  do  not 
know  tnat  I  should  go  quite  so  far ;  but 
I  am  apt  to  believe  the  Irish  the  most, 
wretched  peaaaatry  in  Europe,  excepting 
perbapa  tbe  Folislu    Their  whole  scale  of 
existence  is  io  aU  respects  the  lowest, 
possible.    Their  raiment,  their  diet,  their 
habitations,  all  are  of  tbe  very  cheapest 
and  humblest  kind^    I  need  not  say  that 
their  usual  food,  the  potatoe,  is  attained 
with  remarkable  fecility,  aad  is  in  ordi- 
nary  years  snSclently  abundant;  but  it 
it  a  production,  the  crops  of  which  are 
peculiarly  liable  to  failure.    Tbe  conse- 
quence e£  this  habitual  depression  of  the 
people  to  the  lowest  point  is,  that  in  case 
of  any  reverse,  however  trivial,  they  have 
nothing  to  fell  back  upon.    They  are  left 
complelely  without  resources.    The  com- 
monest variation  of  fortune,  the  least  cala- 
mity,   the  slightest  visitation  of  Provi- 
dence, reduces  them  at  once  to  absolute 
misery. 

Mr..  Arthur  Young,  indeed,  gives  a 
verypleaaiog  picture  of  the  interior  of 
an  Irish  cabin,  where  he  describes  the 
cottageiv  bis  wife,  his  diildren,  the 
beggar,  the  cow,  and  the  pig,  enjoying 
at  &e  same  trough  their  common  meaC 
And  it  ia  very  true,  that,  when  there  ia 
an  abundant  atipply  of  potatoes  and  of 
milk  (and  I  may  add,  where  there  is  a 
cow,  which  ia  rarely  the  case),  this  is  a 
correct  picture;  for  the  constitutional 
hibri^  and  cheerfulness  of  the  people, 
and  loeir  unconraionly  aodable  dispo- 
sition, lead  them  to  enjoy,  with  peculiar 
zeal  and  relish,  any  advantages  which 
may  be  affiuded  to  them  by  nature.  But 
5D 
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then  thw  19  a  cheerfulness  vritboat  fore-^ 
sight ;  an  hilarity  thoughtless  and  reckless 
of  the  future ;  the  smallest  reverse,  as  I 
have  already  said,  sweeps  their  all  away* 
and  sinks  them  into  utter  destitution  and 
despair. 

*  There  is  a  remarkable  difference  in  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  as  it  exists 
in  England  and  in  Ireland.  In  England, 
the  landlord  provides  the  buildings  of  his 
tenants,  and  is  answerable  for  the  repairs ; 
and  frequently  he  takes  a  pride  in  fulfilling 
this  duty,  not  only  with  exactness,  but 
6ven  with  munificence.  In  Ireland,  gene- 
rally speaking,  for  1  know  there  are  ex- 
ceptions', no  deduction  is  made  from  the 
rent  on  these  accounts.  The  tenant  must 
supply  himself  with  every  thing ;  if,  on 
entering  into  his  farm,  he  finds,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  either  wretched  hovels 
or  a  farm-house  m  a  state  of  ruin,  he  must 
himself  incur  the  expense  of  repairing  or 
building  anew,  or  otherwise  he  must  be 
content  to  live  in  the  habitually  sordid 
condition  to  which  he  has  hitherto  been 
doomed.  I  am  persuaded  that  we  may 
ascribe  much  of  the  depressed  state  of  the 
lower  orders  in  Ireland  to  this  single  cir- 
cumstance. It  materially  checks  the  pro* 
gress,  or  rather  it  destroys  the  very  be* 
ginnings  of  improvement,  and  keeps  the 
whole  tenantry  in  hopeless  degradation. 
It  is  not  easy  to  see  by  what  legislative 
means  this  evil  can  be  remedied ;  but  I 
would  respectfully  submit  to  the  landlords 
of  Ireland^  whose  findings  towards  their 
tenantry  are,  I  am  sure,  honourable  and 
mefcifnl,  to  take  it  into  their  serious  con- 
sideration, whether  they  might  not  mate- 
rially benefit  the~peop]e,  and  ;n  a  great 
degree  elevate  them  from  their  degraded 
condition,  by  following,  in  the  point  which 
I  have  mentioned,  the  example  of  the 
landed  proprietors  of  England. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  on  this 
subject,  that  the  population  of  Ireland  is 
increasing  with  a  rapidity  almost  in- 
credible. It  is  now  proceeding  at  a  rate 
by  which  it  should  double  itself  every 
forty-six  years.  One  cause  which  mainly 
contributes  to  this  rapid  increase  is  the 
continuance  in  practice  of  the  old  common 
law  of  gavelkind.  It  was  once  the  law  of 
Ireland*  but  has  long  been  abolished 4  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  however,  the  in- 
variable tendency  of  the  people  is  to  ob- 
serve it.  I  could  mention  remarkable  in- 
stances both  in  ,the  north  and  south,  but 
indeed  the  fact  is  too  notorious  to  require 
a  reference  to  particular  instances.     A 
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farmer,  if  he  has  five  sons  or  ten  sons, 
never  entertains  the  thought  of  sending; 
them  into  the  world  to  work  their  own 
fortune.  His  first  object  is  to  subdivide 
his  own  farm,  be  it  twenty  or  thirty  or. 
forty  acres,  into  as  many  separate  farms 
as  he  can  stock  with  children.  Hence 
that  minute  subdivision  of  land,  which 
forms  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  Ireland. 
The  evil  is  still  farther  aggravated  by  aiL 
effisct  incidental  to  the  law  passed  in  179& 
respecting  the  elective  franchise,  lliat 
law,  excellent  as  it  was  in  its  principle, 
and  fulfilling,  though  tardily,  the  claims 
of  justice  in  one  important  respect,  yet 
held  out  a  temptation  to  landlords  to 
break  and  parc^  out  their  properties,  ia 
order  to  multiply  votes.  Unfortunately 
the  temptation  lias  been  successful  in  a 
very  remarkable  degree;  and  thus  en- 
couragement has  been  given  to  what  I 
must  call  a  vicious  excess  of  population* 
How  this  incidental  consequence  of  that 
just  law  can  be  obviated  or  can  be  reme- 
died, it  is  perhaps  now  not  easy  to  say* 
The  expediency  of  any  legislative  inter- 
position for  the  purpose  majr  be  doubted  ; 
but  we  may  hope  that  the  evil  will  in  some 
degree  remedy  itself;  and,  if  I  am  not 
misinformed,  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
this  natural  self-correction  is  already  tak- 
ing place. 

In  addition  to  the  distresses  that  ordi- 
narily press  on  the  people,  tl^ereare  others 
which  have  of  late  been  peculiarly  Mi  in 
the  south  and  south-west.  The  return  of 
peace  extinguished  the  provision  trade« 
the  great  staple  and  reliance  of  the  south. 
The  depreciation  of  all  agricultural  produce 
was  a  heavy  blow.  To  show  how  fatally 
this  depreciation  must  have  borne  on  the 
small  farmer,  I  will  mention  only  one  in- 
stance. Wheat,  which,  in  the  good  times^ 
as  they  are  called,  sold  at  three,  four,  or 
even  uve  guineas  a  barrel,  has  within  tlieae 
few  months  been  sold  in  the  county  of 
Cork  at  sixteen  shillings  a  barrel.  The 
shock  given  to  public  credit  in  1820,  add- 
ed severely  to  the  distress  then  existing. 
It  destroyed  what  remained  of  energy  by 
removing  the  possibility,  of  exertion,  and 


thus  prevented  the  struggle  which  the  < 
ployers  of  the  poor  wodd  have  made  to 
soften  the  descent  of  the  country  from  a 
state  of  demand  unexampled  both  in  ex- 
tent and  duration,  to  the  former  level  of 
the  agricultural  market. 

Such,  then,  generally  speaking,  is  the 
ordinary  condition  of  the  Irilh  peasantry^ 
particularly  in  the  south;  and  such  have 
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been  ftt  aggravations  at  the  present  time. 
So  drcumstanced,  it  may  well  be  imagined 
that  the  J  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  attempts 
of  any  agitators.  From  whaterer  stimulus 
kK^l  commotion  may  arise,  it  finds  a 
prompt  incentiTO  in  the  miseries  of  the 
people.  It  is  their  common'  langaage, 
that  the  wretchedness  of  their  situation  is 
such  as  to  admit  of  no  aggravation— >that 
they  have  nothing  to  hope ;  and  it  must 
at  least  be  owned  that  they  have  little  to 
hazard.  But,  having  once  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  general  and  habitual  feeling  of 
hopeless  distress  as  its  first  ally,  the  evil 
meets  with  powerful  aaxiliaries  towards  iu 
fisirther  progress  in  certain  other  peculiar 
causes  of  irritation.  We  know  that  the 
cry  of  these  deluded  marauders  applies  to 
threis  particulars,  rents,  taxe^  and  tithes ; 
and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  each  of  these 
is  in  some  respects  too  well  calculated  to 
iexcite  emotions  of  vexation  and  discon- 
tent. 

•  With  respect  to  rents,  I  believe  that 
the  landlords  of  Ireland,  as  a  body,  are  as 
much  disposed  to  consider  the  situation  of 
their  peasantry  as  the  landlords  of  Ens- 
land.  There  are  amonest  them  noble 
examples  of  kindness  and  humanity,  and 
of  a  constant  endeavour  to  instruct  and  to 
'  elevate  their  tenantry.  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted, however,  that,  during  the  period 
of  high  prices,  the  rents  became  exorbi- 
tant; and,  although  large  reductions  have, 
in  many  instances,  been  made  and  are  still 
in  progress,  the  abatement  has  not  per- 
haps on  the  whole  been  so  considerable  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  demand. 
I  am  convinced  that  in  many  cases,  where 
such  reductions  have  not  taken  place,  the 
reason  has  been,  not  that  there  is  any 
want  of  will  on  the  part  of  the  landlords ; 
but  because,  bein^  themselves  involved  in 
the  same  dUHiculties  and  from  the  same 
causes  with  their  tenantry,  they  are  pre- 
cluded from  indulging  what  I  cannot  doubt 
would  be  the  natural  bias  of  their  minds. 
'  A  great  part  of  the  property  in  the  dis- 
tttrbed  districts,  we  must  also  recollect,  is 
i^sentee  property ;  and,  on  the  tenants  on 
such  estates,  the  ordinary  pressure  of  Irish 

Poverty  falls  with  aggravated  force. 
*here  are  no  people  who  receive  more 
cordially  the  i^mpathy  of  their  superiors 
than  the  Irish,  and  none,  in  consequence, 
whp  feel  the  want  of  it  more  poignantly. 
On  the  absentee  properties  the  people  are 

g laced  in  charge  either  of  an  agent,  or  of 
is  bailiff  or  deputy.      Often  the  agent 
himself  is  an.absentee  ako;  and,  in  addi- 


tion to  the  rent  which  the  tenants  pay  to 
the  landlord,  they  are  frequently  obliged 
to  olfer  pecuniary  considerations  both. to 
the  agent  and  the  deputy.  It  is  very  true 
that  it  happens  not  rarely  that  a  lamllord 
is  an  absentee  only  from  necessity.  If  he 
has  Ifffge  possessions  in  England,  he  is 
fairly  entitled  to  an  option  of  residence 
between  the  two  countries ;  and  there  may 
be  weighty  or  even  imperative  considera- 
tions to  determine  that  option  in  favour  of 
England.  But,  in  such  a  case,  though  he 
may  lose  no  opportunity  of  visiting  his 
Irish  estates,  those  occasional  and  tran- 
sient visits  will  not  compensate  for  his  ge- 
neral absence.  The  single  atonement  he 
can  o&r  is  by  a  judicious  selection  of  an 
agent.  Instances  indeed  will  occur  to 
every  person  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
of  agents  chosen  so  happily,  that  little  in- 
convenience is  felt  from  the  non-residence 
of  the  landlord.  I  will  mention  an  exam- 
ple in  the  case  of  one  of  the  largest  pro- 
prietors in  the  south  of  Ireland,  I  mean 
the  duke  of  Devonshire,  whose  yet  closer 
connexion  with  England  naturally  sepa- 
rates him  from  his  Irish  estates.  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  possible  that  the  influence, or 
exertions  or  any  substitute,  however  mOdri- 
torious,  should  eflectually  fill  up  the  void 
occasioned  by  the  absence  of  that  noble 
person.  Yet,  so  far  as  the  vacancy  is  ca- 
pable of  being  supplied,  it  is  so  by  the 
gentleman  whom  he  has  most  judiciously 
selected  to  hold  his  place  in  Ireland ;  a 
gentleman,  who,  by  his  kindness,  liberality, 
prudence,  and  management,  has-conferred 
very  important  benefits  on  the  tenantry 
confided  to  his  care.  Other  examples  of 
the  same  nature  might  be  adduced ;  but, 
in  general,  the  absence  of  the  great  pro- 
prietors—  the  habit  of  letting  lands  to 
the  highest  bidder,  without  any  regard  to 
the  cuums  of  the  former  occupiers,  whiclv 
itself  is  a  consequence  of  that  absence — 
and  other  circumstances  connected  •  with 
the  management  of  landed  property- 
have  certainly  furnished  too  much  ground 
for  the  complaint  which  has  been  preva* 
lent  in  Ireland  against  the  rate  of  rents. 

Another  alleged  grievance  is  that  of 
taxes.  It  is  necessary  perhaps  to  remark 
that,  when  the  Irish  poor  complain  of 
taxes,  they  do  not  mean  the  taxes,  paid  to 
the  government,  or  the  public  taxes,  but 
the  uxes  imposed  by  the  grand  juries,— 
that  is,  the  local  and  county  assessments. 
All  the  county  expenses  are  presented*  as 
it  is  technicaily  termed,  by  the  grand 
juriesi  and  they  are  levied  by  an  acreable 
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t«x  in  the  rBbpactite  teraatt.  ThMe 
•netsiiients  aiPeiled  to  ftii  moaumM  beight 
^ring  the  war;  and,  although  theyifaaie 
•inoe  been  hi  a  cettain  d^ne  weduoedy 
they  are  jet  in  some  tnataneet  nioit  exoiv 
bhant,  and  prett  with  peculiar  aevstity  on 
the  immediate  oceupiert  of  land,  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  for  cMunpley  tibeamom 
OMats  for  each  plou^b-4and  fa  denomina*- 
tion  of  land  nnniliar  in  toat  county) 
iatnountod,  about  tbirfj^  years  ago»  to  me 
or  fix  sbiUtngs ;  during  the  war  it  roaa 
to  twenty  or  twenty-five  pounds,  it 
has  since  Sunk,  and  now  varies  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  pounds;  within  which 
Kmiu  it  seems  likely  to  be  stationary.  I 
loerdy  give  this  as  a  single  epecinen  of 
the  degree  in  which  tlMse  aasessmenu 
have  increased,  and  of  the  ina^s^aate 
manner  in  which  they  have  atibse^oently 
been  dkntnished.  It  is  a  hardship  too 
upon  the  tenantry,  that  all  the  imposts  of 
which  I  -speak,  for  whatever  purpose  levi. 
edy  are  paid  by  them,  and  oy  then  (in 
the  first  instance)  exclusively,  ^e  -as- 
sessment for  roads  might  perhaps  natoraUy 
fall  upon  them,  because  it  snight  be  con- 
sidered as  a  commutation  fisr  their  iabour; 
but  why  the  assessmenta  for  charitable  in- 
stittttions,  for  fever  hospitals,  and  even  for 
purposes  m  which  they  have  still  less  con« 
com,  should  also  be  diarged  on  them,  it 
is  not  easy  to  discover. 

1  have  heard  it  observed,  indeed,  and 
by  persons  whose  judement  I  respect, 
that  the  people,  though  sensible  or  the 
pressure  of  these  assessments,  and  be- 
lieving them  to  be  obtained  by  what  is 
termed  ^*  jobbing,''  yet  oflen  do  not  com- 
plain of  them  as  a  gdevanoe,  nor  desire 
thehr  removal,  because  they  find  that  the 
money  thus  procured  is  expended  amon^ 
themselves.  Now,  Sir,  I  believe  that  this 
imcomplaining  acquiescence,  <aHliough  It 
may  exist  in  some  places,  is  very  far  from 
being  general;  and,  to  say  the  trulli, 
even  were  the  feeling  untversaU  I  should 
only  re^d  it  as  a  stronger  reason  for  a 
eorrection  of  the  aystem.  For  what  is 
this  but  to  habituate  the  peasant  to  ao- 
^uiesce»  from  interested  views,  in  a  prac- 
tice which  he  believes  to  be  improper, 
and'which,  as  he  cannot  but  feel,  nuay 
perhaps  conduce  to  his  benefit  only  at 
the  expense  of  others  yet  poorer  thmi 
himself?  Besides,  if  there  be  any  country 
In  which  it  is  more  especially  necessary 
that  the  avowed  and  the  real  motives  of 
pubKc  conduct  should  coincide^  'that 
country  is  beland ;  on  isocount  of  the 


taadency  ee  prevafeat  among  the  Itisk 
peapie  ao  helaeae,  that  poUic  men,  amidst 
muoh  professiooef  aregasdforthepnUae 
weifiMBe,  are  in  fimt  swa;pd  ^itkfif  un^* 
achoowdedged  «enaUerationa  or  priisaie 


I  wiU  Aot  at  this  .tiaie  enter  imuch  into 
the  ouestioa  of  tithes,  Ike  third  bead  4if 
popular  cemplaiac  in  belaud.  It  appeam 
mas  wbat  has  passed  this  evenii^  that 
the  whole  of  that  subject  wili  oome  in  a 
separate  shape  before  the  House-  It 
would  be  usmess,  thewfore,  le  oooupy 
the  attention  of  the  House  with  ear 
lengthened  remarka  upon  it;  but  I  iHll 
beg  to  ofier  one  or  two  ebaervatioaa.  i 
beneve  that  the  evils  reaulting  from  thia 
cauae  have  Jseen  much  ex^»<Maied ;  hot 
I  have  been  asUniahad  to  led  4bal)atH 
tempta  have  been  nrnde  lo  eeeatrye  Ike 
aK^hteat  iattniatien  of  Am  mttipeiiAtoey  of 
aome  improveaseet  in  she  coUeolien  ef 
tithea,  or  the  most  moderate  proposal  of 
a  modification  of  the  anratem  itaea^  into 
an  expression  of  keatimT  te  (ka  'esfee^ 
bllsbed  chnrdi.  I  disciaim  any  auoh 
heatllity,  and  protest  against  anoh  Ji 
constmctioB.  Not  oelr  4a  there  mm 
neeesaary  ground  for  the  hBpntatMB) 
but,  if  a  oonaideratioa  of  the  welfiwa  of 
the  le^er  -ckaaea  of  Itehmd  were  eam-i 
pletely  oat  of  the  ^nettioa,  I  tnitiotaie 
that  e  regard  for  the  intereata  of  the  Ptom 
testant  religion  and  the  eatabUabed  ckuack, 
•«-«  deaioe  to  improve  thetooasfortsend 
promate  the  usemmess  of  the  Proteataaa 
dergy-'— woidd  elene  form  a  auffioieat 
indttcemeat  for  the  aerioaa  ^ceeaideratioQ 
of  the  queation  of  tithea,  with  a  view  to 
aome  correction  of  ita  eaknowledged 
eviia.  I  am  ante  d»t  mj  right  faen« 
friend  (air  J.  Newport)  haa  been  snisoD* 
deratood  in  what  foU  Brma.  him  ikia  murmit^ 
in^.  He  haa  been  auppaaad  ae  rnpraaai* 
thia  aubfeet  aa  imronrmg  a  oonteat  be^ 
tween  the  righta  of  the  people  and  the 
righta  of  the  church.  I  aa  oenfidem  that 
ami  waa  not  iua  meaning.  There  is,  in 
truUi,  no  coBleat  whateviiar.  The  rif^ 
of  the  people  and  the  rigiita  of  the  ckmh 
are  the  aaine.  If  ever  4hare  waa  a  oaae 
in  which  the  intereata  of  the  |>eeple  at 
large  were  IdentiBed  with  thoae  of  a  ftat^ 
tieular  order  of  men,  i thia  ia-that  eaae. 

Surely,  Sir,  it  eannot  be  regarded  aa 
advantu;eou8  to  the  cauae  ef  religien,  it 
cannot  be  conaidered  aa  a  part  ef  the 
righu  of  the  church,  that  Ae  very  fitai 
act,  to  which  «  clevwman  eotetfiag  en 
hia  dutiea  ahallbe.«onpelW,  aUl  ba  to 
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ei^age  in  «  e«nflkt  on  a  Mc«iiMRrjrfi<>- 
J0Ct  wkk  bis  fieck— ilhe  iiook«vlioai  4^ 
ifio  iiMinioly  to  attach  to  bit  pemoo,  .a»d 
to  eonciltate  to  hb  nioiaitratioD.  Uador 
tbe  petsenl  syslan,  the  graalest  wpfever 
it  ibe  best  and  mott  conscientkMis  clergy- 
nan.  Tbe  non-rettdent-p-ihe  iocumbeaty 
if  such  ibeee  be,  careless  of  bis  sacrod 
fiiDCiisos,  insensible  to  the  intevests  of  his 
parisbioneiSy  and  indifferent  ooaseqiiently 
to  their  itUwill  or  hatred*— maj  exact 
from  f bem  the  utmost  atsoant  of  bis  legal 
demands.  Tbe  disinterested  pastor^. on 
the  other  band,  anxious  to  eogsge  the 
afiections  of  his  flocki  in  otder  that  be 
may  win  them  to  the  disohsrge  of  their 
highest  dnties^  must  purchase  ibis  advan* 
Ssae  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  very  consider-* 
able  part  of  his  lawful  income.  Surely 
such  a  state  of  things  cannot  be  fpr  tbe 
advantage  of  religion,  nor  conducive  W 
the  safety  of  Abe  Protestanl  establisb- 


Tbe  dergy  of  Irehmd,  Sk,  are  a  very 
■esneoiafade  body,  and,  ef  late  vearsespe- 
eially,  there  has  been  a  maiiea  advance- 
ment in  aU  particulars  belongiog  to  the 
clerical  ebaracter.  lodepian&My  of  the 
performance  of  their  proper  duties,  tb^ 
hold,  in  Ireland,  a  very  important  civd 
ritoatioo.  They  supply  the  absence  of 
the  gentry,  and  in  ttiis  respeot  confer 
great  benefits  on  the  country,  both  ss 
vesident  aentlemen  and  as  magistrates. 
1  do  not'Uame  the  dergy  for  ^employing 
tithe  jpcoctors,  or  Offents.  It  is  uqpo^ 
siUe  lor  lliem  to  avoid  it.  For,  abonld  a 
clergyman  take  it  upon  himself  to  transact 
iti  person  all  the  tei^isite  negotiations 
between  himself  and  his  parismneiSf  be 
must  sink  in  their  estination,  and  deMct 
lirora  iJMit  respect  which  iu  essential  to 
tiie  due  discbarge  of  bis  office.  He  MMt 
gradually  ibeeenie  secularised  in  his  own 
habits  and  feelings ;  «nd  bis  tkne  will  be 
dhiefly  emf^ojred,  not  in  the  exercise  of 
bis  owing,  but  in  (trafficking  with  bis 
peopleon  uie  lowest  pomts  of  selfanterest. 
The  dergy,  •therefore,  are  «f  necessity 
obliged  to  employ  tithe  prootors ;  iMit  it 
is  of  this  very  necessity  that  I  complain* 
This  is  the  cardind  evil  of  tbe  ajwtem. 
Tbe  great  .objectien  to  tithes  does  ooC 
respect  their  aaoont,  ner  that  they  are 
paid  to  'the  clergyman ;  tbe  oril  reauks 
prkidpaNy  from  the  mode  in  dUdi  they 
ate  eollected. 
^  In  considering  the  operalSon  of  peculiar 
eiffoumataiices  on  a  peculiar  peq>le,  we 
oanoot  oiQslook  tlie  teo^er  and  dtsposi*  i 


tien  of  4bit  paeplo.  Tbua  only  can  we 
estimate  the  greater  or  l^ss  degree  ^ 
hardship  which  they  may  experience  f^em 
an  V  partiodar  custom  pr  regdaiion. 

!Now»  tbe  Irish  are,  of  ail  others,  a  peo- 
ple sase^ptiUe,  easHy  excited*  aad  above 
dl  ^iiwsjmpatieot  of  a  continued  course 
of  fretful  veiieAJons.  Apd  it  is  u^oo  this 
sore  peiat  particularly  that  tbe  coJlectioB 
of  tithes  presses.  Fpr,  observe  wbat  is 
the  course  of  poceeding,  and  the  con* 
tinud  molestation  which  the  farmer  ex- 
periences. In  tbe  n^eeth  of  May,  two 
viewers  cpme  to  looic  at  bis  crop,  just 
rising  friom  the  ground*  At  the  period  of 
harvest  ib^  return-to  estimate  tne  tithes* 
In  the  month  ef  October  sppears  tbe  tithe 
preetoTy  to  annonnoe  the  amount  of  the 
tithe.  He  recdves  from  the  farmer  a 
pote,  payable  fifteen  days  before  the  Ja<: 
nuary  sessions*  Fifteen  dsys  before  the 
Japeary  sessioas  he  retums*  If  the  fiuw 
mer  is  enable  te  pay#  legd  process  ie 
served,  and  costs  are  jncurred.  .  At  tbe 
sessictns,  the  note  is  perhaps  renewed,  and 
made  payable  fifteen  mv^  before  tbe 
Afril  sesfioos.  Fifteen  days  be^  ^ 
AprM  sessions,  the  nrootor  again  retttres« 
If  the  farmer  is  still  unable  to  pay,  be  m 
brougbt  into  court,  and  tbe  law  lias  its 
course*  In  May  again  tbe  viewers  re^ 
sume  tbdrvisitSf  and  the  same  torment- 
ing routine  recommences.  Thus  the  en* 
ihre  circle  of  the  veer,  from  May  to  A|NJi, 
is  filled  up,  and  the  mind  ef  tbe&rmer  is 
kept  in  a  oenstant  fever  of  agitation* 
Now,  ^Ltend  this  from  farms  to  villages, 
and  districts,  and  oounties«-4md,  I  thinks 
you  will  see  what  a  fruitful  source  is  bese 
opened  for  discontemsend  heart4Mirdogs» 
and,  in  tbe  .event,  for  the  most  serious 
troubles. 

This  state  of  continued  irritation  ii  also 
aggravated  by  the  habit  of  dlowing  ar- 
rears of  tithes  to  aooumdate;  a  habit 
which  throws  the  peasantry  €Q«ipietd(y 
at  the  feet  of  tbe  proctor-^-of  a  |>ersoa 
whom  thev  deteat.  Tbe  conviction  itbat» 
at  tbe  beck  of  the  proctor,  they  and  ibdr 
families  may  at  any  moment  be  oyer* 
whelmed  by  the  law,  and  reduced  to  foagt 
gary,  driaes  tbem  dmost  to  desperation. 
The  same  circumstance,  of  tbe  acoumda 
tion  of  arreais,  af^ies  also,  as  I  ought 
before  to  Jbave  obterved,  to  tbe  aubjeot  of 
tbe  rent  of  estates,  and  phioes  tbe  tensnt 
in  a  positkm  of  subjection  to  the  agent, 
or  bailiff,  net  less  gdling  than  his  il^«n« 
deaoe  en  tbd  tithe  proctor. 

finaby  Sk,  as  1  peaoefaNu  are  soite  of 
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the  ^ecullaritiet  In  the  state  of  the  Irish 
peasaatnr  which  facilitate  the  progress  of 
active  disaffisctioD,  af^er  it  has  once 
gained  any  ground.  But,  when  the  mis- 
chief has  availed  itself  of  these  facilitatiog 
circunistanoesy  it  finds,  besides  and  be- 
yond all  these,  a  yet  deeper  and  more 
aettled  principle  to  assist  and  promote  its 
growth.  I  mean,  a  rooted  distrust,  among 
the  people,  of  the  intentions  of  the  Bri- 
tish gorernment  and  legislatore  —  the 
fatal  legacy  of  six  hundred  years  of  injus- 
tice and  oppression.  Strange  as  it  may 
aeem,  the  sentiment  to  which  I  allude  is 
not  usually  a  feeUng  of  disaffection  to  the 
constitutioni  nor  a  want  of  attachment  to 
the  sovereign.  The  allegiance  of  the 
people  to  the  person  of  the  king  has  re- 
oently  manifested  itself  in  a  very  remark- 
able manner ;  nor,  as  I  believe,  have  they, 
generally  speaking,  any  wnh  to  change 
the  frame  of  the  government,  or  to  sub- 
vert the  authority  from  which  the  laws 
proceed.  But  the  laws  themselves  they 
regard  as  hostile  to  their  interests,  and 
therefore  as  fairly  to  be  met  either  by  di- 
rect resistance,  or  by  evasion.  In  this 
respect,  the  disposition  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  Irish,  with  reference  to  the  laws  in 
genera],  seems  to  be  analogous  to  that 
which  to  a  considerable  extent  prevails  in 
this  country  with  r^ard  to  one  particular 
branch  of  the  law;  I  mean  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  revenue.  It  appears  to  be 
almost  a  received  opinion  amongst  some 
persons,  and  even  amongst  persons  in 
other  respects  decently  conscientious, 
that  the  revenue  laws  are  a  fahr  object  of 
enmity;  that  it  is  perfectly  allowable  to 
deceive  and  defeat  them  if  possible.  We 
know  further,  that  one  class  of  men,  who 
gain  their  livelihood  by  an  evasion  of  the 
revenue  laws,  and  are  almost  in  a  state  of 
avowed  war  against  them,  yet  at  the  same 
time  feel  no  hostility  towards  the  autho* 
rity  firom  which  those  laws  emanate,  nor 
are  fotmd  to  resist  that  authority  in  any 
other  way.  On  the  contrary,  having  one 
day  shed  their  blood  in  opposition  to  the 
law,  these  men  are  often  equally  ready, 
on  the  next,  to  shed  it  for  their  king  and 
country.  Inconsistent  as  this  may  seem, 
somewhat  of  the  same  sort  of  feelmg  per- 
vades, I  am  sorry  to  thinks  a  considerable 
part  of  the  Irish  people,  with  respect  to 
the  law  generally.  They  have  a  rooted 
conviction  that  it  was  not  made  for  their 
benefit.  They  regard  it  only  as  a  des- 
potic master;  and  are  but  too  ready -to 
evince  that  sentinwnt,  whenever  the  op- 
portunity arrives. 
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Deeply  as 'we  "must  aH  condeom  the 
alvocious  acts  to  which  this  prepossession 
has  led«  can  we  wonder  that  it  should  be 
entertained?  From  the  eariiest  timea 
down  to  a  late  period,  the  general  stream 
of  legislation  has  been  against  the  people 
of  Iceland.  I  do  not  speak  only  of  Uie 
labouring  classes;  I  speak  of  tae  great 
mass  of  the  population.  They  have,  as  a 
people,  been  excluded  from  the  b^efits 
of  the  British  constitution.  During  the 
late  reign,  indeed,  a  propitious  change 
took  place ;  but  the  amendment,  though 
^reat,  is  even  yet  far  from  complete,  and 
It  is  much  more  lamentable  than  surpris- 
ing that  the  impressions  left  by  the  long 
previous  course  of  misrule  shoiyd  liave 
survived  their  principal  causes.  I  need 
not  advert  to  the  four  hundred  years 
which  preceded  the  complete  and  ultimate 
subjugation  of  the  islana  in  the  reign  of 
James  the  1st.  Sir  John  Davis,  in  his 
memorable  work  on  the  causes  which  pre- 
vented the  final  civilisation  of  the  Irish, 
attributes  the  effect,  In  no  small  degree,  to 
the  policy  which  excluded  them  from  a 
communion  of  laws  with  England.  We 
know,  indeed,  that,  at  one  time,  a  distinc- 
tion was  made  between  a  mere  Irishman, 
or  (as  he  was  termed)  a  pure  Hibernian, 
and  an  Englishman ;— that  the '  English 
law  was  not  extended  to  the  mere  or  pure 
Irish,  even  though  they  earnestly  re- 
quested that  privilege:  that  it  was 
scarcely  a  crime  to  murder  a  pure  Irish- 
man ;— and  that  this  system  of  exclusion 
continued  till  the  beginning  of  the  seven- 
teenth century. 

Sir  John  Davis,  in  the  work  to  which  I 
have  dluded,  while  considering  the  natu- 
ral advantages  of  Ireland — the  beauty  of 
the  country — the  fertility  of  its  soil^the 
number  and  mi^nitude  of  its  rivers— the 
happiness  of  its  climate-^the  genius  and 
character  of  its  inhabitants— breaks  out 
into  an  ecstacy  at  the  contemplation,  and 
anticipates  for  that  fine  region  better  and 
happier  days,  in  consequence  of  the  cor- 
rected system  of  government  and  legisla- 
tion which  the  prudence  of  James  the  1st 
had  introduced.  He  predicts  that  Ireland 
would  flourish,  because  it  was  thencefor- 
ward to  exist  under  one  law,  one  king, 
and  one  alliance,  with  England.  What 
would  have  been  the  fedings  of  that 
writer,  if  he  could  have  foreseen  that,  al- 
though the  distinction  between  the  Irish 
and  the  English  of  the  pale  was  abolished, 
yet,  in  the  place  of  that  distinction,  ano- 
ther of  a  still  mpre  noxious  character  waa 
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to  arise  ?  The  line  of  disinarcatioo  wm  to 
be  no  longer  between  the  Irishman  and 
and  the  Engiishman,  but  between  the 
Protestant  and  the  Cathoh'c.  That  cen- 
tury, therefore,  which  commenced  so  aus* 
picjously,  was,  in  the  sequel,  marked  by 
incidents  still  more  fatal  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  Ireland  than  those  which 
had  gone  before.  It  was  a  century  of  in- 
jury, exasperation  and  revenge— of  war, 
and  bloodshed,  and  spoliation.  During 
that  century,  Nearly  the  whole  landed 
property  of  the  island  changed  masters  by 
confiscation.  There  were  three  memora- 
ble confiscations — in  the  time  of  James 
the  first — in  the  time  of  Cromwell — and 
at  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  The  en- 
tire area  of  Ireland  is  reckoned  at  tweli^ 
millions  of  Irish  acres ;  of  that  number, 
lord  Clare  states  that  eleven  millions  and 
a  half  underwent  confiscation  in  the 
course  of  the  century.  It  was  said  of 
Henry  the  2nd,  that,  when  he  left  Ire- 
land, he  did  not  leave  one '  subject  more 
in  his  allegiance,  than  when  he  entered  it« 
The  remark  may  be  applied  to  William 
the  3rd.  He  quitted  the  Irish  shore  as  a 
conqueror,  but  the  number  of  his  faithfuV 
adherents  was  not  augmented  by  a  single 
individual.  And  the  seventeenth  century 
closed  only  by  leaving  deeper  seeds  of 
discontent  and  hatred  towards  England  in 
the  hearts  of  the  Irish  people  than  it  had 
found. 

Then  came  the  anti-commerdal  code, 
and  the  anti-catholic  code,  marching  side 
by  side,  and  combining  iheir  strengUi  for 
the  great  object  of  crushing  by  the  most 
efficacious  means  the  talent,  the  industry, 
the  enterprise,  and  the  improvement  of 
the  people.  The  anti-commercial  code 
extending  itself  over  every  part  of  the  po- 
pulatiod,  repressed  the  energies,  and  pre- 
vented the  growth  and  progress  of  the 
opulence,  of  the  whole  country*  The 
anti-catholic  code,  not  quite  so  unlimited 
in  the  sphere  of  its  operation,  yet  in- 
cluded the  far  greater  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, who,  thus  doubly  oppressed,  were  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  state  of  humiliation. 

The  eighteenth  century  advanced. 
Better  principles  gained  ground ;  and,  at 
length,  the  irresistible  progress  of  know- 
ledge opened  the  way  for  the  relaxation 
of  both  those  codes.  The  more  obnoxi- 
ous restrictions  on  commerce  were  re- 
moved; the  Catholic  laws  were  gradually 
softened  down;  nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  these  improvements  which  distin- 
guished the  reign  of  our  late   revered 


monarch  produced  a  .favourable  impros« 
sion  on  the  minds  of  the  Irish.  Let  it  be 
observed,  however,  that  nearly  in  propor- 
tion as  the  Catholic  code  was  mitisatedy 
there  arose  another,  which  might  also  be 
termed  a  penal  code,  and  established  itself 
in  the  country.  I  mean  that  system  of 
fierce  and  violent  legislation,  to  which  we 
owe  the  White-boy  and  Insurrectioii 
acts,  and  other  regulations  of  a  similar 
nature.  It  is  very  true,  that  when  thai 
system  began,  which  was  about  the  year 
1765,  it  seemed  to  be  required  by  a  very 
pressing  exigency;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, Uiat  an  alleged  emergency  had  also 
been  the  foundation  of  the  Catludic  coda* 
Whether  required  or  not,  however,  the 
effect  of  that  course  of  angry  legislation 
has  been  in  a  very  considerable  degree  to 
counteract  the  salutary  impressions  pro- 
duced by  the  relaxation  of  the  anti-comr 
mercial  and  anti-catholic  laws,  and  to 
rivet  in  the  minds  of  a  great  part  of  the 
people  a  conviction  that  they  are  not  re- 
garaed  in  the  same  light,  or  governed  on 
the  same  principles,  as  the  British  subjects 
of  the  empire,  and  that  their  misdoings 
are  to  be  corrected  by  other  than  con- 
stitutional means. 

These  then,  as  I  conceive,  are  the  great 
causes  which  predispose  and  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  Irish  people  for  the  recep- 
tion of  any  insurrectionary  contagion.  In 
so  stating  them,  let  me  not  for  an  instant 
be  understood  as  justifying  or  palliating 
the  spirit  of  resistance  to  lawful  autho* 
rity,  which  they  are  the  unhappy  means 
of  enffendering ;  and  fiur  less  wouldi  I  be 
though  the  apdogist  of  the  cruel  vio- 
lences,8ome  times  r^u:binff  the  extreme  of 
frightful  atrocity,  in  whico  that  spirit  has 
manifested  itself.  On  these  subjects  we 
can  all  have  but  one  sentiment.  In  poial 
of  fact,  however,  I  believe  the  promoting 
causes  of  the  evil  to  be  such,  as  I  have 
described.  Those  influences  gradually 
form  and  accumulate,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
a  mass  of  morbid  matter,  which  breaks 
out  on  every  occasion  of  casual  excite- 
ment, and  which,  though  it  may  be  r^ 
pressed  or  dissipated  for  the  moment,  yet 
immediately  begins  again  to  collect  and 
to  await  a  fresh  opportunity  for  appear- 
ance. 

But,  Sir,  admitting  this  to  be  the  otm^ 
a  question  still  remains— Whence  dees  it 
happen  that  these  causes  are  allowed  to 
operate  so  freely  ?  Grant,  that,  by  the 
means  I  have  mentioned,  the  infectious 
mischief  is  fed  and  accelerated  in  its  pro* 
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greMi  ioct  k  Mint  tengih  i^lke  bnaoiM 
resisting  iiiNcance?  Doe«  It  sot  at 
l^g^  ilvock  agaiatt  theiaM  man  and 
atreofth  of  the  society  ^  Are  there  no 
tiatml  defeaoes  iaterworen  ia  the  very 
sjsteoi  ef  the  hodj  politie  ?  Are  there 
no  eheeks  and  ca^mteractioas  saoplied  by 
its  very  nature?  In  every  weU-erdered 
and  compact  frame  of  8ocieiy>  the 
stre^h  and  stabili^  of  the  machine 
f (seir,  even  hy  its  simpis  existeace»  givatly 
protect  it  against  the  effects  of  domesde 
discord  and  confosion.  Tlie  very  leaning 
of  the  parts  of  the  fabric  upon  each  other 
—-their  mere  holding  togetner — is  genei^ 
ally  fMad  siiflkient'  to  preeMe  a  very 
wide  extensioo  of  the  nrischief  and  the 
danger. 

Here«  theni  we  detect  the  mightv  diA 
ference  between  such  a  wholesome  mume 
of  society  and  that  whicb  k  now  under 
our  view^^between  the  ihmie  of  society, 
for  exanip]e»  as  it  exists  in  England  and 
as  it  exists  in  Ireland.  Supposing  the 
evil  of  intestine  eooHnotion  to  arise 
in  some  part  of  England,  and  even  to 
attain  a  certain  stage  of  maturity,  it 
would  yet  at  knffth  encounter  powerful 
and  insurmountable  obstacles;  obstaclea 
whifih»  in  IreIaod«  either  do  not  exist  at 
alH  or  exist  only  In  a  very  imperfect  stale; 
In  England,  the  evil  meet*  ia  the  ftnt 
place  with  the  renstanee  of  a  strong  mond 
and  rdigioiis  principle  reaalting  from  di^ 
fosed  kmiwledge  and  edticacion.  Of  late 
years,  indeed,  this  deliMice  has  been,  I 
regret  to  say,  somewhat  im^ired;  but  a 
mass  of  that  moral  and  raligious  principte 
stHl  existi ;  and  I  believe  ttiat  it  dwcks^ 
partially  oerhapsf^  yet  on  the  wMe  very 
considermy,  the  progress  of  connnotion 
and  distorbanee.—^Itt  Ireland,  the  evil 
meets  witb  bat  little  of  soch  opposition : 
in  the  south,  particukrly,  If  has  to*  act  on 
ignorance,  superstition,  and  depravity, 
arising  fh>m  a  deplorable  wantofeduca* 
tion.  In  England,  the  evil,  snpposing  it 
to  have  advanced  so  &jr,  meets  next  with 
the  resistance  supplied  by  the  babiM  and 
influence  of  a  large  and  substantial  bodv 
of  yeomanry,  who,  by  the  weight  of  their 
exainfpla  and  by  their  antfMwity  over  their 
iafetiofs,  repress  crtmo  and  keep  down 
the  tendency  to  ^  disorder.^ — In  Ireland 
thet^  li^  geuatJHiy  speaking,  no  suchr  in* 
tertnediate  bodjf'  110*  dass  €f  parse na  en^ 
tftled  to  th^  appeQaiion  of  »  substantial 
yeomanry.  In  England,  the  evil  Meats  next 
with  tlie  resistance  of  the  resident  gentry ; 
•^  Irelandi  it  meets  wMi  the  void  made 
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by  absentcea.  Tn  Engbmd^  further,  it 
eneooatera  t^iose  guards  and  defences  fur* 
nished  by  the  actual  institutions  of  the 
sodety-^I  mean  the  ordinary  pvovisiona 
for  preserving  the  peace,  the  parochial 
and  eoan^  officers  appointed  expressly 
fbr  the  repression  of  public  disorder.— In 
Ireland  it  encounters  a  police,  incorrectly 
so  called— a  system  wretchedly  inade* 
qnate  to  its  profeesed  objects,  and  gener- 
ally calculated  rather  to  promote  t&n  t# 
repress  agitation.  In  England*  lastly,  it 
hM  to  contend  with  a  vigorous  and  united 
magistracy.  In  IreUmdy  it  finds  a  magis- 
Iraey  who  cannot  on  the  whole  be  consi- 
dered aa  aw  equally  efficient  body?  and 
who  are  too  often  disjoiaed  flroas^  eadi 
4||her  by  local  and  political  conflicts. 

I  have  mentioned  the  want  of  educo* 
lion  in  Ireland.  It  is  not,  however,  thai 
the  people  are  not  histrvcted  in  reading 
and  writing.  In  this  respect,  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Irish  peasantry  cannot  be  coa« 
sidered  as  genetaUy  deilcient.r  By  the 
late  retomsi  it  appears  that  tbore  are  not 
fbwer  than  6,000  schoohnasters  through- 
out Ireland ;  and,  reckoning  to  each  of 
those  fifty  scholars^  there  must  be  about 
4Q0Sb0O  children  under  iostmction.  The 
edncalioni  however^  thas  aAninistered,  ia 
fl^euently  of  the  worst  kiad ;  and  many 
of  the  schoolmastors  are  active  promotera 
of  agitatioa.  Th^  are  persons  of  talent, 
and  have  usually,  from  obvious  causes^ 
consMerabfo  iaiuence  in  the  circles  in 
which  they  move.  TIdo  aalent  and  in* 
fhienea  tliey  me^  ton  mnch  induced  to 
apply  to  the  pnrpoM  of  prodociog  evU 
impressiona  on  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
and  of  exciting  and  drculaihig  discon- 
tent* The  stato  of  Ireland  afibr&  a  strong 
proof  that  education,  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  term^  cbnsiste  not  merely  in  com* 
mitoieatittg  the  demeatary  partSi  the 
mere  instnimenu  of  knowledge  ?  that  we 
60  hi  fkct  nothing,  or  worsnthan  nediiag, 
unless  the  education  which  we  give  ex- 
tends to  the  inottlcatton  of  moraiaad  re- 
ligious principfsk  The  natore  of  the 
books  anO|  wnich  are  comrnoalv  circu- 
hrted  in  the  schecds  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred^  is  most  pemicieus.  They  gene« 
rally  consist  of  the  adventures  of  noterieua 
vilkdns  and  profligataa.  At  the  best,  they 
are  calcuhited  only  to  dieririi  that  dispe^ 
sltion  fof  enterprise  and  that  passion  for 
danger  whieb  constitutionally  mark  the 
Iriii^  For  this  is  a  characteristic  of 
that  people— thev  delight  in  undertakioga 
of  peri]-*they  love  to  run   even  inta 
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jeoptrd  J  of  life — they  are  deeply  attached 
to  secret  and  mytterioits  corobioatioD8» 
and  fond  of  sbomng  ao  unshaken  fidelity 
to  their  engagetnentSf  especially  where 
that  fiddity  is  to  be  maintained  under 
circtimstances  of  difficulty  and  personal 
haseard. 

On  the  subject  of  educatiout  Sir^  there 
is»  I  am  sorry  to  observe*  much  room  for 
animadTcrsion.  The  government  of  Ire* 
land— I  refer  particularly  to  the  last  cen- 
tury-M»nnot  here  be  acquitted  of  cen- 
sure;  nor  can  we  hold  the  clerrjr  of 
either  persuasion  blameless.  The  clergy 
of  Uie  establishment-*!  speak  chiefly  of 
past  periods'-have  surely  not  in  this  re- 
spect fulfilled  their  duty.  Possessed  as 
they  were  of  commanding  influence  in  the 
statet  of  vast  temporal  endowmeots»  and 
in  some  cases  of  princely  opulence,  it 
was  in  their  power  to  apply  great  re- 
sources, to  the  object  of  educating  the 
poor,  and  it  was  certainly  incumbent  on 
them  to  do  so.  But,  for  a  connderable 
time,  they  acted  apparentlv  on  the  ima^ 
gination  that  their  whole  duty  regarded 
only  the  Protestant  part  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  it  seemed  their  principle,  while 
they  educated  the  Protestant,  to  condemn 
the  Catholic-  to  hopeless  ignorance.  Of 
late,  indeed,  a  material  improvement  has 
taken  place ;  1  am  bouna  to  say,  that, 
among  the  most  strenuous  advocates  of 
education,  and  among  those  who  are  most 
anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  all  means 
afforded  them  for  this  purpose,  and  who, 
according  to  their  opportunities,  have  in 
fact,  been  the  roost  active  in  promoting 
it,  are  to  be  found  the  great  body  of  the 
established  clergy  of  Ireland. 

With  respect  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  it  is  obvious,  that,  during  the  ex- 
istence of  the  penal  code»  they  could  not 
well  be  expected  to  take  an^  steps  for 
the  promotion  of  the  purpose  m  question. 
It  was  the  object  of  that  code  to  crush 
education.  England,  while  that  code  re- 
mained, furnished  the  singular  example 
of  a  Christian  nation  legislating  upon  a 
system,  the  direct  effects  of  which  was  to 
extinguish,  knowledge  and  diffuse  bar- 
barism. 

Under  that  code,  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  were  a  persecuted  body.  They 
were  not  allowea  access  to  the  people. 
Their  communion  with  their  flocks  was 
confined  to  stolen  bterviews;  and  those 
short  periods  were,  of  course,  occupied 
rather  in  administering  the  ritet  of  ttieir 
religion,  than  in  imparting  moral  or  reli- 
^OL.  VI. 


gidus  instruction.  But  why,  since  the 
relaxation  of  that  code,  they  have  not 
more  assiduously  applied  themselves  to 
this  great  object,  it  is^  perhaps,  less  easy 
to  explain.  I  know  that  they  have  labo- 
rious and  extensive  duties  to  diacbarge ; 
I  know  that  t|^eir  numbers  are  inadequate 
to  the  demands  of  their  religious  offices ; 
I  know  that  the  life  of  a  Catholic  priest 
—so  insufficient  is  the  present  number  of 
that  clergy— -is  a  life  of  constant  bodily 
exertion;  but,  in  spite  of  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  do  thmk  it  might  have  been 
possible  for  the  Catholic  priesthood  to 
direct  their  efforts  more  than  they  have 
done  to  the  moral  improvement  of  the 
people.  Yet,  here  also  I  must  observe, 
that  this  class  of  Christians  have  of  late 
begun  to  show  a  greatly  increased  degree 
of  anxiety  on  the  subject  in  question  ;  and 
that  many  of  them  are  now  earnestly  en- 
gaged in  plans  for  the  education  of  the 
poor. 

On  the  system  of  the  ordinary  police,  I 
can  only  once  more  observe  that  it  is 
miserably  defective.  The  baronial  con- 
stables (for  each  barony  has  a  certain 
number  of  such  officers)  are  nominated 
by  the  grand  juries,  and  receive  salaries 
of  various  amounts  in  different  counties— 
not  exceeding,  however,  2M.  for  each  in« 
dividual.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  they 
are  too  of^en  appointed,  not  on  account 
of  their  fitness  for  the  several  functions  of 
their  office,  but  by  a  very  different  rule 
of  selectio'n.  Instead  of  being  young, 
vigorous^  healthy,  and  equal  to  cope  with 
the  desperate  ofenders  whom  they  may 
be  call^  to  oppose,  they  are  in  many  in- 
stances dependants  of  great  men,  menial 
servants,  wood*rangers,  persons  worn  out 
in  other  lines  of  life,  unfit  for  active  duty, 
oilen  placed  upon  the  police  as  on  a  su- 
perannuation list,  and  in  everv  respect 
calculated  to  do  more  mischief  than  good. 
.  Of  the  magistracy  of  the  country,  I 
wish  to  speak  with  the  utmost  deference. 
There  are  amongst  them  many  persons  of 
the  hiffhest  character  and  qualifications. 
I  could  name  gentlemen  in  every  part  of 
Ireland  who  perform  their  duty  in  a 
manner  not  only  respectable,  but  even 
exemplary ;  who,  careless  of  all  interests 
and  considerations  but  those  which  they 
are  under  a  sacred  obligation  to  consult, 
pursue  a  steady  and  honest  line  in  the 
face  of  diffik»lty  and  personal  danger. 
With  regard,  however,  to  some  otner 
men4>ers  of  the  body,  I  am  afraid  we 
miv^t  admit  that  they  do  not  possess  all 
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the  reqatsites  for  their  eminent  iMtidn 
in  the  present  circumstances  ef  their 
country. 

I  disclaim  any  wish  to  cast  reflections 
on  any  body  of  men;  nor  would  it  be 
Just  in  this  case ;  for,  as  I  have  said,  there 
are  examples  of  the  highest  qualifications 
among  the  magistracy  in  every  part  of 
Ireland*  But  instances  have,  on  the  other 
liand,  occurred,  in  which  I  am  bound  to 
•ay,  that  the  supineness  of  the  magistrates 
has  been  injurious  to  the  peace  of  the 
country,  by  sufPerIng  disturbance  and  out- 
rage to  gam  head  at  the  commenoeoent, 
instead  of  opposing  to  them  an  early  and 
well-concerted  resistance. 

Let  me  ask,  Sir,^wliat  would  be  the 
eflbct  in  any  county  of  England,  which 
some  local  discontent  liad  thrown  into  a 
•tate  of  ferment  and  asltation.  If,  in  the 
course  of  a  week,  a  fortnight,  or  three 
weeks,  two  or  three  houses  wece  allowed 
to  be  burned  and  murders  ta  be  com* 
Boitted,  without  any  inquiry  on  the  part 
of  the  local  magistrates.  Might  we  not 
naturally  expect,  that,  within  the  succeed- 
ing three  weeks,  the  number  of  those 
atrocities  would  be  multiplied?  and 
should  we  be  surprised  if  the  evil  were  to 
attain  so  great  a  height  as  to  make  the  in- 
terposition of  the  civil  power  insufficient, 
ana  to  compel  a  recurrence  to  coercive 
measures  or  another  kind? 

This  sute  of  things.  Sir,  in  Ireland, 
which  I  have  now  attempted  to  sketch  in 
aome  of  Its  leading  fsatures,  la  the  natural 
result  of  the  course  of  policy,  which,  till 
a  late  period,  has  been  pursued  with  re- 
spect to  that  country;  and,  if  we  are 
asked  why  such  a  system  of  policy  was 
pursued,  or  how  It  happened  that  Eng- 
land, so  liberal  and  enlightened  In  her 
prfeciples  and  conduct  with  respect  to 
most  of  her  other  dependencies,  should, 
with  regard  to  this  her  nearest  possession, 
have  so  widely  deviated  from  the  obvious 
line  of  her  dut^,  the  answer  is  clear. 
The  main  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  pe^ 
culiar  nature  of  the  relation  which  ex- 
nted  between  the  two  countries.  In 
truth,  the  government  of  England  was  a 
flovemment  e^arinsic  to  the  people  of 
Ireland.  It  was  at  first  forced  upon  them 
bjT  foreign  military  power,  and  by  foreign 
military  power  it  was*  durii^  the  course 
of  centuries,  sustained.  Sir,  there  isr  a 
tendency  in  all  governments  to  adjust  and 
assimilate  themMhres  to  the  people  which 
they  role.  Bven  the  most  despotic  go* 
veramenta  find  it  neceseary  in  some  oe- 
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gree  to  shape  and  (conform  their  acts  to 
the  wishes  or  the  huoiours  of  their  sub* 
^ts.  This  must  be  the  result  in  every 
instance,  where  the  govemiag  power  U 
entirely  thrown  (if  I  may  so  spew)  on  its 
own  native  resources;  it  is  then  compelled 
more  of  less  to  seek  its  safety  in  the  good 
feeKog  of  the  people.  But  tne  mirfortune 
with  regard  to  Ireland  was,  that  the  go* 
vemment,  being  In  the  first  instance 
super-induced  by  the  Mtos  and  policy  of 
a  power  foreign  and  extraneous  to  ^ 
country,  was  subsequently  upheld  by  sioii* 
lar  means-*-by  English  force  and  $nglkh 
conruj^tion.  It  was  not  placed  under  the 
necessity  of  making  itself  strong  in  the 
sympathy  i(  the  people;  rather,  it  was 
ptaced  under  a  necessity  of  an  opposite 
kind ;  it  was  led  to  rely  on  the  support 
and  resources  of  England,  and  not  on  the 
afi^i<hi  and  honest  allegiance  et  the 
Irish.  It  was  a  government  not  so  nradi 
over  the  people,  as  against  them.  Down 
to  the  year  1782,  this  was  remarkably 
the  case.  Since  that  period,  indeed,  A 
diftrent  system  hi»  prevailed;  but  I 
speak  now  of  the  cause  which  led  to  the 
adoption  and  continuance  of  the  previoua 
system  of  mis-ffovemment;  and  I  think  It 
cannot  be  den&d  that  this  cause  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  of  a  government 
habitually  and  fbr  centuries  maintained 
as  it  was  at  first  established— by  Ibreiga 
and  extrinsic  resources.  It  mav,  perlu^ 
safelv  be  asserted,  that,  from  the  landing 
of  Henry  2nd,  on  the  Irish  shore  down 
to  the  commencement  of  the  late  reign, 
there  was  no  period  during  which  die 
Irish  goverament  could  have  supported 
itself  tor  a  single  month  without  the  assb* 
tance  of  England. 

In  truth.  Sir,  it  makes  one  md%nant 
to  observe  the  fortunes  of  that  people. 
RecoUect  their  many  admirable  quali- 
ties—their genius  and  intelligence— thrir 
peculiarly  sociable  and  affectk>nate  na- 
tures—their disposition  to  give  confidence 
where  it  is  merited— their  steadfast  devo- 
tion to  any  cause  whidi  they  have  once 
heartily  espoused— their  patience  under 
misfortunes— their  constitutional  hoepl« 
talitf— their  romantic  love  of  advienture 
— their  passionate  sittadiment  to  sU  the 
charities  of  blood  and  kindred  ;—^«ecd- 
lecjt  all  this,  and  what  must  you  tlunk 
of  that  poli^  by  which  these  eitd^oi 
QoaMties  have  been  perverted*  bjr  ^MA 
SU  these  gifU  of  Bature  and  providencd 
have  been  made  Ae  fiUtAd  aooFoes  of 
erime  and  ndseryi    V/haa  mult  you 
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tMalB  of  thai  foUov  ivbicb  tmlked  the 
poorer  nd  the  wiMom  of  Enghnd  fot 
«g68|  only  to  pvodiice  god  probsg  the 
aoral  and  polkicel  degradetioa  of  wch  a 
people? 

Su*!  it  ii  not  ny  object  to  aUenpt  to 
pemt  oat  the  ▼arieot  remedi^M  whidi 
uufy  be  appljeeWe  to  thianale  of  dtingt ; 
boiMmereiiiarha  OB  that  part  of  the  tub- 
ject  I  wiU  venture  to  ofler. 

In  the  first  pOace.  it  is  obvious,  that  as 
the  evUs  to  whiob  I  have  referred  are  the 
fesolt  of  causes  most  deeply  seated,  and 
which  have  opemted  for  ages,  so  they 
eanoot  adnit  of  any  sudden  or  instanta* 
neous  cure.  The  procew  of  healinf  must 
be  gradual.  But,  in  making  this  x>bser- 
vationi  I  wish  to  guard  against  the  possi> 
Me  abuse  of  it,  ft  does  not  furnish  the 
sHghlesi  pretext  for  indifference  or  delay 
in  the  application  of  remedial  measures. 
It  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  strongest  argu- 
ment  for  an  immediate  recourse  to  than. 
Indeed,  although  I  admit  that  improve- 
awnt  asttst  be  a  work  of  gradation,  I  car* 
tainly  eoneelve  that  the  rate  of  its  pro* 
gress  depends  in  no  small  degree  on  our- 
selves; and|  if  it  is  heartily  pursued  and 
promoted  on  aH  sides,  i  even  think  it  pos- 
sible that  the  effect  may  be  produced 
with  a  rapidity  on  which  we  should  in  the 
first  instance  be  far  from  calculatiog. 

I  most,  howeveffs  in  the  next  place  ob- 
serve that,  with  respect  to  msny  of  the 
evils  which  affUct  Ireland,  the  business  of 
correction  does  not  rest  either  with  the 
government  or  with  the  legislatore;  The 
remedies mustgrow  up  from  the  people 
thesMelves.  l^ey  are  in  the  hmids  of  the 
people— in  the  hands  of  the  landholders 
and  gentry ;  and  by  these  I  trust'  they 
will  he  applied. 

The  power  of  interposition,  as  I  have 
observed,  is  in  many  instances  not  with 
the  government.  Is  it  possible,  for  ex« 
amp^  that  the  government  should  find 
a  permanent  relief  for  the  distresses  of 
the  poor  and  the  general  want  of  employ- 
ment? Temporary  aid  on  a  particular 
emergency  may  be  afforded  witV  advan- 
tage ;  but  to  provide  that  the  population 
era  large  country  shall  at  all  times  be 
fully  occupied  and  oomfortably  situated, 
is  a  task  beyond  the  competence  of  human 
policy^  or  power.  In  the  same  manner, 
IS  it  within  the  province  of  eovemment  to 
Interpose  between  landlord  and  tenant  i 
Or  would  it  be  proper  that  legislative 
enactments  should  prescribe  to  the  land- 
lord  the  conduct  which  he   ought   to 


pursue  in  that  relation  ?  In  this  respect, 
as  in  many  others,  our  appeal  must  be  to 
the  landed  gentry  of  Ireland. 

With  those  of  them,  bdeed,  who  will- 
ingty  and  systematically  absent  themselves 
from  thdr  country— what  terms  of  per- 
suasion can  avail  r  I  wouldy  Sir,  it  were, 
in  my  power  to  rouse  those  persons  from 
their  apathy.  I  would  it  were  in  my  power 
to  carry  to  their  hearts  such  an  appeal  as 
the  exi^ncy  of  the  case  demands ;  to  re- 
excite  in  them  those  recollections  of  home 
and  of  country,  which,  I  am  sure,  are  not 
extinguished  but  only  dormant.  1  would 
remind  them  how  little  justice  they  do 
even  to  themselves,  in  abandoning  the 
post  which  has  been  assigned  to  them  by 
Providence,  and  sacrificmg  all  the  high 
obligations  resultmg  from  rank,  birth,  and 
station.  I  would  implore  them  to  reflect 
how  little  they  consult  either  their  own 
happiness  or  the  good  opinion  of  their 
cmmtrymen,  in  forsaking  the  discharge  of 
those  duties  which  ought  to  be  cultivated 
by  them  not  merely  from  a  sense  of  obli- 
gati9n,  but,  even  if  oUiffation  were  not 
concerned,  from  a  regard  to  their  truest 
interests  and  behest  dignity :  duties,  not 
to  be  executed  as  tasks,  but  to  be  en- 
joyed as  privileges: — the  duties  of  pro- 
tectin||^,  of  enlightening,  and  of  tran- 
quiUizmg  the  people  comipitted  to  their 
care.  I  woola  tell  them  that  it  is  vain  to 
look  for  incompatible  advantages— that 
they  cannot  draw  their  rentals  from  their 
native  country,  and  la? ish  them  in  travel 
or  amusement  abroad,  and  at  the  ssme 
time  hope  to  have  a  healthy,  contented, 
weUrpnncipled,  and   loyal    tenantry   at 


To  thoae  landlords  who  reside  in  the 
country,  I  would  abo  make  an  earnest 
aroeal.  I  call  upon  them,  not  indeed  to 
adopt  a  course  forei^  to  their  own  inclina- 
tions, but  to  persist  in  the  course  to  which 
I  know  tliey  are  already  inclined.  This 
is  the  easier  undertaking  iJaciUus  incUare 
currentem  quam  commovere  languerUem.  I 
call  upon  to  do  more  ardently  what  they 
are  already  domg,  to  watch  over  the  in- 
terests of  their  oependants,  which  are,  in 
truth,  their  own ;  to  labour  for  their  moral 
elevation  as  well  as  their  physical  com- 
fort ;  and  thus,  by  constant  attention,  by 
patient  and  considerate  humanity,  and 
above  all,  by  the  force  of  example,  to 
secure  the  progress  of  their  country  in 
knowledge,  in  industry,  in  refinement,  and 
io  religion. 

Thc^re  arp,  liowever,  Sir,  otlier  duties 
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relating  to  the  improrement  of  the  coon* 
tryi  which  more  peculiarly  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  gofernment  and  the  legislature. 
And  here,  I  would  preiume  to  point  out 
three  great  objects  to  which,  as  I  conceive, 
the  'attention  of  parliament  and  of  the 
executive  authorities  should  be  directed. 
The  first  is  the  improvement,  by  constitu* 
tional  means,  of  what  I  have  termed  the 
ordinary  defences  of  society ;  I  allude  par- 
ticularly to  the  police  and  the  magistracy. 
I  have  described  the  state  of  the  ordinal^ 
constabulary  of  the  country.  On  this 
subject,  plans  of  two  different  descriptions 
were  under  the  consideration  of  the  late 
Irish  government.  The  principle  of  the 
one  was  to  abolish  the  whole  of  the  existing 
constabulary,  and  to  establish  a  general 
police,  under  the  appointment  and  super- 
vision of  government.  It  went,  in  fact,  to 
station  a  geru'd*  armerie  throughout  Ire- 
land. The  other  method  proposed  was 
io  attempt,  by  an  amendment,  not  a  repeal, 
of  the  present  law,  to  effect  a  practical 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  ex- 
isting baronial  constabulary— to  pro- 
vide, if  possible,  that  it  should  be  compo- 
sed of  better  materials,  that  the  selection 
of  constables  should  be  more  unexcep- 
tionable; and,  in  short,  that  the  whole 
system  should  be  better  adapted  to  its 
declsred  purposes.  With  respect  to  these 
two  descriptions  of  plans,  I  confess  I  think 
the  Jatter  ought  at  least  to  be  first  tried. 
It  is  notorious,  as  I  have  already  inti- 
mated, that  the  present  system  of  police 
is  wretchedly  defective,becattse  wretchedly 
carried  into  execution.  It  is  confessedly 
ill-worked.  Now,  had  every  thing  been 
done  to  render  the  operation  of  the  system 
as  perfect  as  poisible--had  every  means 
been  used  to  strengthen  what  is  good  in  it, 
and  to  correct  its  imperfections— and  had 
the  experiment,  after  all,  been  found  to 
fail — then  certainly  fre  should  have  no 
alternative,  except  to  throw  aside  the  old 
machinery  altogether,  and  to  proceed  on 
a  different  plan .  But,  when  it  is  admitted, 
that  the  system,  whatever  be  its  merits, 
has  not  been  fairly  brought  to  the  test- 
when  the  complaint  is  not  a^nst  the 
principle  but  against  the  practice,  when, 
further,  the  principle  is  not  only  more 
unobjectionable,  but  more  constitutional 
than  that  of  a  gens- d'armerie— then  it 
does  seem  somewhat  of  a  large  and  illo- 
gical consequence  to  conclu^  that  you 
shall  at  once  rush  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  abandon  not  only  the  incorrect  prac- 
tice  but   the   uncensured   principle.    I 
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term  this  principle  more  constituttooal 
than  iu  antagonist,  because  it  provides  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  the  society 
from  the  bosom  of  the  sodety  iUdL  It 
finds  the  defenders  of  peace  and  order 
amongst  the  people.  And,  surely,  this  is 
wiser  and  better  than  the  notion  of  seen- 
nog  the  public  tranqutllity  by  the  direct 
agency  ot  the  executive  power.  But  the 
truth  is,  that,  wherever  the  system  of 
baronial  constables,  as  established  by  the 
laws  now  in  being,  has  been  fairly  tried,  it 
has  been  found  to  answer  its  purpose.  In 
proof  of  this  remark,  I  woula  meotioD  th# 
ease  of  the  county  of  Longford,  wUch  wet 
a  fewyears  ago  so  distumd,  that  it  was 
on  thie  eve  of  being  pla^d  under  the 
peace  preservation  act.  At  that  time, 
my  noble  friend  (lord  Forbes),  one  of  the 
members  for  thecouuty.desirous  toavertthia 
disgrace,  as  he  deemed  it,  from  his  oounty, 
resolved  to  make  an  experiment,  whether 
it  was  not  possible  to  preserve  tranquillity 
under  the  present  mode  of  appointiuf^  con- 
stables. At  his  request  the  application  of 
the  peace  preservation  act  was  withheld. 
By  nis  own  exertions  and  influence,  irith 
the  assistance  of  his  brother  magistrates, 
he  formed,  under  the  existing  laws,  a 
baronial  police  which  has  now  for  five 
years  been  in  operation ;  and  the  result 
hss  been  the  complete  tranquillity  of  that 
county  during  the  time  in  question, 
without  any  resort  to  extraordinary  means. 
Formerly,  in  Longford,  as  in  many  other 
counties,  no  constable  could  execute  a 
warrant  with  safety  iathe  fairs  and  ffeoe* 
ral  meetings  of  the  people.  It  is  untortu- 
nately  too  common  a  case  in  Ireland,  that 
a  peace-officer  is  unable  to  act  except 
under  the  protection  of  a  milita^  force. 
The  contrast  in  Longford  is  now  so  striking, 
that,  but  recently,  m  a  fair  crowded 
with  thousands  of  the  people,  a  single  con* 
stable  entered,  and,  seizmg  a  delinquent, 
marched  him  to  confinement,  through  the 
whole  of  the  thronged  multitude,  without 
experiencing  the  lightest  disturbance  or 
opposition. 

The  plan  of  a  gens-d'armerie  would 
probably  in  its  consequences  be  of  very 
serious  detriment.  It  would  tend,  I 
thmk,  to  deteriorate,  if  not  to  extinguish 
what  subsists  of  good  magistracy  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  degn^e  the  gentry  from  their 
natural  station.  I  do  not  deny  that  its 
inunediate  effect  might  be  more  striking 
than  that  of  a  milder  plan ;  but  I  believe 
that,  if  it  were  possible  to  compare  the 
two  systems  experimentally,  the  result  in 
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the  cotine  of  a  few  yearsi  would  be  in 
favour  of  that  which  I  consider  at  the  more 
coDfUtutional. 


it  ha6»  indeed,  often  occurred  to  me,  iit  >een  inattentive  to  the  object  in  question, 
considering  this  subject,  that  it  would  ben^h®  nature  of  the  inquiry  which  he  was 


eCbotive  magistrates.  Since  that  period* 
I  have  had  communications  with  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  I  know  that  he  has  not 


adviseable  to  introduce  among  the  Irish, 
still  more  than  has  hitherto  been  admitted, 
of  the  English  principle  of  confiding  the 
peace  of  the  country  to  the  care  of  the 
inhabitants.  One  great  evil  in  Ireland 
has  been,  that,  in  every  emergence  civil 
or  politiail,  where  any  thing  was  to  be 
done,  immediate  recourse  has  been  had  to 
the  agency  of  the  government.  I  thought 
it  might  be  well  worth  an  experiment, 
whether  the  English  mode  of  appointing 
gratuitous  parochial  constables  might  not 
advsntageously  be  adopted  in  the  sister 
country.  I  should  not  now  have  mention- 
ed this  idea,  if  it  had  not  been  that,  in  a 
conversation  about  a  twelve-month  ago, 
with  my  Noble  friend  to  whom  I  have 
already  alluded,.  I  threw  it  out,  and  ex- 

Eressed  some  intention  of  proposing  le^is- 
uive  enactments  for  the  purpose  of  car-; 
rving  it  into  effect.  In  consequence  of 
that  remark,  my  noble  friend,  with  his 
characteristic  zeal  for  the  improvement  of 
his  country,  has  actually  made  the  experi- 
ment. During  the  last  year,  parochial 
constables  have  been  appointed  in  Long- 
ford, who  have  acted  gratuitously,  and  I 
have  understood  from  him,  that  the  plan 
has  been  attended  with  great  and  unques- 
tionable benefit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, 1  think  it  would  be  somewhat  pre- 
mature to  pronounce  that  Ireland  shall,  at 
this  time,  and  in  all  its  paru,  be  placed 
under  a  constabulary  force  appointed  im- 
mediately by  the  executive  power. 

The  subject  of  the  mafiistracy  also  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  late  Irish  go- 
vernment, and  measures  relating  to  it  were 
in  progress  when  the  cfaanse  of  govern- 
ment took  place.  More  wan  two  years 
a^o,  at  the  tune  of  the  decease  of  the  late 
king,  lord  chancellor  Manners,  in  whose 
department  that  branch  of  public  duty  is 
particularly  vested,  resolved,  in  conse- 
quence of  many  conferences  with  the  go* 
vemment,  to  enter  upon  a  revisionof  the  ma- 
gistracy. It  was  his  intention  to  form  a  list 
of  those  gentlmnen  in  each  county,  who, 
according  to  the  best  information  that  he 
could  procure,  might  be  properly  selected 
to  hold  commissions  of  toe  peace ;  and  to 
avail  himself  of  the  opportunity , of  issuing 
a  new  commission,  silently  to  superset 
that  which  is  now  in  force,  re-appointing, 
at- the  same  tine,  all  the  fittest  and  most 


mquiry  ^ 
,  obliged  to  make  has  occasioned  much 
longer  delay  than  might  have  been  wished, 
but  it  is  not  easy  for  those  who  have  not 
considered  the  details  of  the  subject  to 
conceive  the  minute  and  complicated  na* 
ture,  as  well  as  delicacy,  of  the  investi- 
gations requisite  to  bring  such  an  inquh*y 
to  a  satisfactory  issue.  Although,  there- 
fore, the  delay  that  has  occurred  is  matter 
of  regret,  I  am  persuaded  that  no  blame 
attaches  on  account  of  it  to  the  noble  lord. 
Shortly  before  I  left  Ireland,  I  understood 
from  himself  that  he  had  made  gseat  pro- 
gress in  the  work  of  revision,  that  his  in- 
quiries had  been  prosecuted  in  all  parts, 
and  that  he  had  obtained  from  the  beat 
sources  materials  for  carrying  his  original 
intentions  and  the  wishes  of  the  govern- 
ment into  e&cL  He  added,  that  there 
were  at  that  time  onlv  a  few  counties  (I 
think  but  two  or  three)  for  which  he  was 
not  prepared  with  an  improved  commis- 
sion. Ishould  suppose  Uiat  the  lists  for 
those  counties  have  by  this  time  been  com- 
pleted; but  what  has  since  occurred,  I 
am  of  course  unable  to  say.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  hoped  that,  by  these  means,  what- 
ever improvement  may  be  requisite  in  the 
magistracy  of  Ireland,  will  be  carried  into 
effect  at  no  distant  period. 

The  second  of  tnose  objecu  which  I 
regard  as  demanding  public  and  legislative 
interposition,  is  the  moral  improvement  of 
the  people.  I  have  already  touched  on 
the  nature  of  the  education  that  exists  in 
Ireland.  It  is  highly  important  that  this 
subject  should  attract  the  attention  of  par- 
liament, and  some  public  inquiry  mto  it 
seems  indispensable.  Whether  that  inquiry 
should  be  conducted  by  a  committee  of 
the  House,  by  a  commission  appointed  by 
the  government,  or  by  a  parliamentary 
commission,  is  not  now^'tbe  question; 
but  information  ought,  I  think,  in  some 
way  to  be  obtained;  I  mean  chiefly  as  to 
the  state  of  Roman  Catholic  education. 
On  this  part  of  the  subject  in  particular, 
we  have  not  sufficient  &cts  before  us.  It 
is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  decide  what 
public  measures  it  may  be  best  to  adopt 
ror  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  education 
of  Uie  ^reat  body  of  Uie  Irish  people.  An 
hon.  fhend  of  mine  (Mr.  Rice)  has  inti- 
mated that  a  national  system  ought  to  be 
established.   I  do  not  profess  to  pronounce 
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•  ^decided  judgment,  beeanse  I  thhik  tbat 
the  qimitioii  ireqairei  madi  more  dbciiSi^ 
aien  than  it  has  yet  receired.    Notiritb- 
slMidiBg,  howerer,  the  defbrence  which  I 
feel'fbr  the  opinion  of  my  hon.  IHend»  I 
eoafeds  ihat»  ai  far  as  my  mind  ii  yet  made 
yp»  ray  leaning  is  to  believe  that  the  es- 
tabHsfaraent  of  such  a  national  system  of 
education  in  that  country  as  ^all  be  eiBsc- 
toal,  wouM  be  opposed  by  very  serious  If 
not  insurmountable  difficuhies.     I  need 
only  advert  to  the  religious  differences  that 
prevail  in  the  country;  especially  to  the 
mdhig  distinctions  of  Catholic  and  Pro- 
tettanl.    A  system  of  national  educattoiii 
Sir,  must  of  course  proceed  on  the  prin- 
eiple  of  exelading  all  that  is  circumstantial 
hi  the  dbetrines  of  the  two  persuasions, 
and  retaining  only  what  is  essential  in  fanpth* 
Yen  must  talce  the  common  quantity,  if  I 
tmf  so  speak,  of  the  two  religions,  and 
Men  Mb  yon  most  frame  your  course  of 
eeoealion.     Now,  Sir,  I  am  afhdd  that 
iocli  a  plan  savours  a  Kttle  of  the  oM  mis- 
take of  attemptins  to  produce  aniformSty 
*f  o^otti  histead  of  bemg  content  to  se- 
c«re  a  doncord  and  unity  of  hearts.    It  is 
bolides  to  be  observedi  that  much  ef  what 
tike  Cariiriict  deem  the  essence  of  their 
Migion,  many  of  them  will  aHdw  to  be 
cdramu^cated  on^  diroush  the  medium 
of  their  dergy.    llie  result,  therefbre,  of 
^is  ffeneral  course  of  education  would,  f 
Ibar,  be  faNacious.    It  would  l^ave  what  aH 
must ,  consider  a  most  essential  part  of 
education  to  be  in  a  great  measure  sup* 
pHed,  as  it  is  now,  l^  private  care  and 
benevolence.  The  instruction  given  would 
eonsist  more  in  a  negation  of  the  doctrines 
pecnliar  to  each  persuasion,  thaninthein- 
eolcalion  of  any  positive  articles  of  belieC 
'  I  incline,  therefore,  to  the  opinion,  that, 
fMP  Ifeland,    in  its  present  situation,  a 
dUhrent  system  Is  better  adapted — that 
of  encouraging,  by  ewttj  means  in  our 
power,  the  various  eflPortsror  the  education 
of  the  people,  throughout  the  kingdom,  by 
trhatever  persons  thev  may  be  conductedt 
provided  only  that  it  be  deaily  ascertained 
that  they  are  dhrected  to  th^  promotion  of 
ntel  moral  and  relights  imprtovement. 
The  liberality  of  pantainent  w31,  I  anl 
torsuaded,  supply  eovemment  with  ample 
lands  to  be  aistiibuted  in  aid  of  such 
eftrts ;  the  distrftrotion  bebg  ftttered  by 
BO  other  condition  than  this,  that  tiiey 
shal)  be  bpnestly  and  really  appKed  to  the 
moral  culture  of  the  peopfe.   There  is  a 
anaH  Aind,  which  has  been  voted  for  a 
km  years  past  (amounting  in  the  present 
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year  to  40(Xtf.^,  which  has  been  pheed  In 
the  hands  of  tne  Irish  government,  and  in 
applied  *  on  the  principle  that  I  have 
described.  The  dutribution  of  it  is  vested, 
under  the  control  of  government,  in  the 
hands  of  three  gentlemen,  who  have  been 
requested  to  imdertake  the  trust,  the  rev. 
Mr.  Dunn,  major  Wood%rard,  and  Mr. 
D%gesLatouche.  I  mention  their  names, 
becisiuse  it  is  due  to  them  to  pay  to  their 
judgnwnt,  their  llberaKty,  and  their  en* 
M^htened  and  honourable  conduct,  the 
tribute  of  hirii  respect  and  praise.  They 
perform  the  duties  of  the  trust  gratnitooily, 
and  they  dispose  of  this  fund  to  any  school 
•^in  aidf,  it  should  always  be  remembered, 
oPlocal  exertions  and  local  subscriptlona 
—but  to  any  school  conducted  either  by 
Catbolies  er  Protestants,  provided  they 
are  satisfied  that  it  shall  be  well  condu<^NNl« 
and  that  it  proceeds  on  true  principles  of 
Christian  benevolence*  I  should  propose 
that  thh  Ibnd  be  considerably  enlarged^ 
and  thai  It  be  from  time  to  tiaae  enla^;ed 
in  proporfien  to  the  demands  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that,  whether  it  be  ahraysinves- 
ted  in  the  hands  ef  tiie  same  gentlemen, 
or  in  the  hands  of  diierent  sets  of  indi- 
viduab  osteAilly  selected  for  the  purpose, 
the  distribution  shouM  be  still  r^tuated 
by  the  same  principle. 

The  third  point  to  which  I  presume 
to  think  that  the  legislature  ought  to  di* 
rect  its  attention  is^what  I  may  tern  the 
civil  improvement  of  the  people.  Here  I 
would  particularly  advert  to  the  question 
ef  tithes,  but  without  at  this  period  en- 
larging upon  it;  more  especially  as  the 
aubjeot  is  hereafter  to  undergo  discus- 
sion. Previously,  however,  to  the  adop- 
tion of  any  measure  on  a  large  scale  res- 
pecting it,  some  inquiry  into  the  actual 
operation  of  the  system  at  present  estab* 
mhed  seems  to  bef  expedient.  Whether 
this  should  be  made  by  parliament,  or  by 
the  ^vemment,  may  be  matter  of  fotuM 
consideration.  Of  the  competency,  of 
paiiiament  to  institute  such  an  invesUga- 
timii  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  for  the  com* 
potency  to  inquire  is  atirely^  concurrent 
with  the  com^tency  to  legislate.  But» 
perhaps,  conndering  the  liature  of  the 
subject,  and  from  respect  to  the  consUtii-^ 
tionsl  authority  of  the  soverelga  as  head  of 
the  church,  it  would  rather  ne  advisable 
diat  such  an  inquiry  should  emanate  front 
the  government,  and  be  conducted  imdet* 
its  supRerintendance. 

On  this  part  also  of  my  subject^  I  must 
touch  upmi   the   question   of  CathoUe 
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emandpation ;  not  lo  enter  into  it,,  but  to 
mentiott  tlie  meatore  as  one  of  thoM  meat 
naaterial  to  tbe  improfemeot  of  Ireland. 
The  qoeatioD,  Sir,  baa  of  late  attuoied  a 
new  position;  and  thk  n  the  only  remark 
I  shall  make  upon  it.  In  conae^uence  of 
the  vbit  of  his  majestr  to  his  Irish  domi- 
nions, and  his  peculiarly  gracious  and 
condescending  conduct  while  in  that 
quarter;  in  consequence  also  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  lord  Welleriey  to  the  go- 
Temment  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  general 
impression  that  he  was  especially  selected 
as  the  representative  of  the  royal  sentii* 
menu  with  respect  to  tbafceounti^ ;  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a  persuasion  exisU,  that 
tbe  opinions  of  the  behest  person  in  the 
kingdom  are  ftiTOorable  to  the  progress^of 
the  Catholic  cause.  This  persuasion  is 
gaining  ground  throughout  Ireland ;  and 
if;  after  all  that  has  passed,  die  measure 
of  emancipation  should  not  be  adopted, 
the  disappointment  will  be  attributed  to  a 
disinclination  towards  its  success,  exist- 
ing,  not  in  the  highest  ouarter,  but  in  the 
other  branches  of  the  te^slature.  I  have 
already  adverted  to  die  distrust  entertain* 
ed  by  tbe  Irish  people  generally  of  the 
disposition  of  the  British  legislature,  and 
I  snail  only  observe,  that  one  unfortunate 
consequence  of  tlie  oontinued  rejection  of 
the  measure  would  be  stili  mere  deeply  to 
rivet  that  conviction^-and  thus  to  create 
what  in  n  constitational  view  cannot  be 
too  much  deprecated,  a  separation  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  between  the  wishes  of 
tbe  sovereign  and  the  intentions  of  the  to- 
gidature. 

On  this  occarion.  Sir,  I  thkik  it  is  my 
duty  to  do  jintioe  to  die  conduct  and  dun 
racter  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  A 
few  years  ago  I  exptessed^  hi  mjr  ptoee^ 
ray  sense  of  the  obligations  wbich  the 
country  owed  to  that  outts  of  men  for  the 
teal  and  activity  with  wbidi  they  had 
oo-opefated  with  the  magistracv  and  the 
government  in  maintaining  the  public 
tranquillity.  For  that  decfaration  I  have 
incurred  much  censure--not  hudeed  in 
this  HoQse^-bot  the  subsequent  conduct 
ti  tbe  body  in  question  has  completelv 

iustified  the  good  opinion  of  them  wfai<m 
[  then  expressed.  It  has  so  happened^ 
that,  during  the  late  disturbances,  their 
conduct  has  been  brought  forward  with  a 
peculiar  promhienet,  and  in  aknost  all  in- 
atances,  they  have,  by  the  utmost  exer* 
tions,  and  often  at  the  iaradnent  hazard  of 
Hieir  lives,  enforced  the  duty  of  obedienee 
to  tbe  civil  power,  aid  opposed  and  re- 


pressed the  passioes  aAd  movenient»  of 
the  misguided  people.  In  every  stage  of 
these  disorders,  both  during  the  progress 
of  the  in&tuation  and  at  the  period  when 
the  convicted  deliaquents  met  their  fate^ 
their  merit  has  been  equiJly  conspicuous^ 
I  think  myself  bound  to  make  this  state* 
ment  in  favour  of  that  respectable  order 
of  men;  and  it  is,  afierall,  but  a  poor 
tribute  for  the  benefits  which  they  nave 
conferred  upon  their  country. 

I  will  no  longer,  Sir,  dwell  on  perticular 
measures  of  amelioration ;  but  I  would  in 
conclusion  observe  generally,  that  the 
great  remedy  for  the  diseased  state  of 
Ireknd  is  to  be  found  in  a  steady  amn^tm 
of  wise  and  good  governmeni»  As  all  the 
vices  and  raisenr  of  that  country  have 
mamly  sprung  nrom  a  steady  course  of 
mismanagement,  so  must  her  improve^ 
ment  anu  her  progress  in  morals,  raiigioo, 
and  the  blessing  of  civiliaed  life^  d^end 
on  Uie  patient  and  inflexible  adherenee  of 
her  rulers  to  a  direcdy  opposite  line  wf 
policy^  It  is  above  all  things  importmit 
to  la^  the  foundation  of  every  remedial  d^ 
s^  m  the  mien  and  concord  of  the  peo* 
pte.  This  is  an  indispensable  mreUmiaafyi 
Let  it  not  be  imi^ned,  Sirw*I  need 
scarcely  disdaira  the  construction-^bat, 
in  oSering  thes^  senttmenu  I  have  the 
slightest  intention  to  insinuate  ososure  en 
any  preceding  administratioo.  I  know 
thai,  with  raipeot  to  the  prindplea  I  am 
now  reoommendfaig,  1  shall  be  cordially 
^ned  by  all  theee  members  of  the  Houte 
who  have  at  any  period  been  inembera  of 
the  Itub  government.  But  I  repeat,  that 
the  basis  of  adi«ancement  must  be  the 
mutual  good-win  of  the  people^  Whal^ 
met  other  measwes  you  nuiy  adopts  yon 
can  hope  le  make  but  Itetle  proglfeis»  m^ 
less  you  secure  this  obfeot ;  wad,  if  this 
ohMCt  be  first  attained,  the  adoption  of 

eaqr,  andevtm  thanecessity  of  them  win 
be  in  some  degree  superseded.  Let  ns 
not  believe^  Sur,  that  the  task  of  creating 
or  dtflEusing  such  a  spirit  of  reciproeM 
kindness  is  hopeless.  True  it  Is,  indeed) 
that,  where  pasaiona  and  pre)ndiees,  in- 
flamed by  ancient  and  bitter  seoelleotions, 
are  mvohred,  many  obstacles  nrast  inter* 
vene^  and  the  end  to  which  we  aspire  mny^ 
fore  tiBMyseeaato  be  withdrawn  to  a^M* 


tance  almost  snattdnaMe.  Bntletnanot 
despair  of  tbe  ultimate  veatdt* .  WebBovr 
Aat  the  best  feelinga  and  the  loftiest  paa* 
shni»areoBourside«  We  know  tfwt  tbe 
aanctJenaof  audtoiiqrmdejyerlancearf 
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io  our  fim)ar.  Wherever  the  experiment 
hat  been  fsirlj  tried,  H  hat  completely 
aotwered.  I  could  give  manyexamplee 
of  •Qchsucceft,  but  thall  limit  mytdf  to 
one  with  which  i  shall  conclude.  I  offer 
it  at  an  additional  demonstration  of  the 
important  truth,  that  habitual  kindness 
and  real  honesty  of  intention  will  always 
find  their  reward  in  the  sympathies  and  in 
the  conduct  of  those  towards  whom  they 
are  exercised. 

la  the  county  of  Limerick,  Sir,  there  is 
a  parish  untouched  to  this  moment  by 
any  of  the  disorders  which  have  distracted 
that  county.  It  is  nine  miles  from  the 
city  of  Limerick,  and  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  horrors  of  which  we  have  heard.  It 
contains  a  very  crowded  population  al- 
most entirely  Roman  Catholic:  yet»  in 
that  parish,  the  IVotestant  clergyman 
keeps  no  arms,  nor  has  he  in  any  respect 
increased  the  fastenings  or  defences  of  his 
house;  and,  at  nisht,'  he  sleeps  in  seen- 
fitjt  confidbff  in  the  protection  of  Provi- 
deoce  and  the  jgood-will  of  his  Roman 
Catholic  parishioners.  The  neighbour- 
hood has  oeen  visited  by  these  m'ghtly 
marauders,  and  many  excesses  have  been 
committed  $  but,  in  this  parish,  not  a 
single  outrage  has  taken  place.  In  the 
coarse  of  last  December,  there  occurred 
in  the  same  parish  a  memorable  scene. 
On  a  Sunday  in  that  month,  the  Roman 
Catholic  priest  summoned  his  flock  to  a 
meeting  in  the  Romish  chapel,  and  there 
at  the  altar  he  presented  to  them  the 
Protestant  clergyman  of  the  parish.  The 
people  were,  not  assemUed  for  the  pur« 
poses  of  worship,  but  the  place  and  the 
day  gave  a  solemnity  to  the  meeting 
and  a  sanctity  to  its  object.  The  Pro- 
tMtant  clergyman  from  toe  altar  addressed 
the  people.  He  save  to  their  conduct 
the  applause  whi^  it  merited,  and  ex- 
horted them  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
continue  the  same  course  of  loyalty  and 
good  order.  His  address,  which  occupied 
naif  an  hour,  was  heard  with  breathless 
attention ;  and  the  result  was,  that,  at  the 
doae  of  it,  the  people,  with  one  voice, 
and. with  acclamation,  came  forward  and 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  present 
state,  of  the  parish  attests  their  faithful 
observance  of  the  voluntary  engagement. 
Now,  Sir,  to  what  most  we  ascribe  these 
eftcts?  Not  to  any  sodden  burst  of  en* 
thusiastie  kindness,  suspending  on  a  spe- 
cial occasion  habitual  distrust  and 
estrangement;  not  to  a  momentary  im^ 
pulse,  urging  the  Protestant  and  the  Ca- 
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tholic  to  unite  for  a  particular  purpose- 
no  !  but  to  a  settled  and  rMular  habit  of 
conciliation  between  the  J^otestant  and 
the  Catholic  clergyman,  between  the  Pro- 
testant clergyman  and  his  Catholic  pa- 
rishioners—a  habit  formed  and  built  up 
during  a  kindly  intercourse  of  twelve 
years.  It  is  the  result,  therefore,,  of  a 
system  silently  matured  in  the  time  of 
peace,  and  at  length  manifesting  its  effi- 
cacrin  the  hour  of  danger. 

The  instance.  Sir,  which  I  have  given, 
is,  I  am  happy  to  think,  not  a  solitary 
one;  and,  from  hctB  like  these,  I  am 
surely  warranted  in  the  conclusion,  that, 
where  the  same  conciliatory  means  are 
used,  the  same  excdlent  efiecu  will  gene* 
rally  follow.  Such  a  spirit  of  persevering 
kiSdness  as  I  have  described  is  capable  of 
surmountine  even  strong  preradioes;  and, 
so  fiu*  from  being  incompatible  with  fide- 
lity to  the  religion  which  we  profess,  is, 
indeed  the  ^uioe  ofiprmg  ot  that  reli- 
gion in  its  highest  state  of  excellence.  It 
may  extend  to  every  order  of  persons  ia 
the  community,  and  may  be  the  animating 
principle  of  government  itself,  without 
any  compromise  of  its  rights,  or  deroga- 
tion from  its  authoritv.. 

Mr.  ElUs^  of  Dublin,  deprecated  the 
present  discussion,  as  calculated  to  ex- 
cite public  irritation ;  whereas,  the  object 
of  all  public  discussion  should  be,,  to  softoa 
down  irritation.  He  could  not  allow  the 
statements  which  had  been  made  by  so- 
yeral  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, to  operate  unqualified  on  the  mind 
of  parliament.  It  was  his  duty,  to  state 
the  view  he  had  taken  of  this  important 
question ;  and  if  he,  in  delivenng  his 
opinion,  should  betray  the  bfirmity  of 
human  nature,  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
those  who  cheridied  diflbrent  feelings, 
and  who  had  that  night  expressed  them, 
were  not  free  from  the  same  infirmity.  Aa 
far  as  the  discussion  had  gone,  very  re- 
mote causes  had  been  assigned  for  the 
troubles  by  which  Ireland  was  now  agi- 
tated. It  appeared  to  him,  that  several 
gentlemen  had  adopted  hasty  opinions,  on 
which  they  had  argued,  instead  of  adduc- 
ing facts,  and  inferring  consequences  from 
them.  He,  however,  would  take,  a  di&r- 
ent  course;  he  would  state  the,  fiicts 
which  influenced  his  opinion,  instead  of 
argumg  on  fimciful  and  uncertain  data. 
Connected  as  he  was  with  some  of  the 
disturbed  districts,  he  had  enjoyed  op- 
portunities of  learping  private  circom« 
stances  rebuive  to  the  insurrection;  but 
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the^e  btt  would  not  ii}eD^on«-l)e  would 
state  ooly  those  transactions  which  were 
of  a  public  nature,  and  which  were  per* 
fiectlj  well  known  to  his  majesty's  ge- 
▼ernmcnt.  If  he  offered  any  statement 
that  was  incorrect,  they  could  correct 
him ;  but  if  his  statements  were  consist* 
ent  with  facts,  then  he  called  on  the 
House  and  the  gofernment  to  adopt  his 
view  of  the  subject.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  had  last  addressed  the  Hoqse 
had  described  the  disturbances  of  Irelafid 
as  applying  only  to  particular  districts— as 
originating  merely  in  local  causes — and 
as  not  likely  to  be  of  permanent  duration. 
He  diffiered  from  the  right  hon.£entlemaQ 
on  all  these  points.  The  House  was 
much  deceiTed  if  gentlemen  supposed 
that  the  disturbances  in  Ireland  were  li* 
mited  to  the  narrow  circle  of  a  lew  dis- 
tricts^ or  that  they  were  of  recent  origin. 
He  would,  on  the  contrary,  aissert  Uiat 
the  present  disturbances  in  their  distinct 
character,  originated  in  the  Tear  1814. 
For  many  years  previous  to  that  perfod, 
disturbances,  which  could  not  be  excused 
or  extenuated,  prevailed  in  Ireland ;  but 
the  present  disturbances  were  as  distipc^ 
from  those  to  which  be  referred,  in  their 
fnotives,  objeqts,  and  agents,  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  them  to  be. 

Having  poioted  out  the  year  when  the 
disturbances  cpmmenced,  the  next  point 
to  which  he  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House,  w^s,  the  peculiar  charapter  of 
the.  agepts  emp^ved ;  for  he  would  assert 
and  it  could  npt  be  denied  by  the  govern- 
ment, that,  whatever  the  object  of  those 
infatuated  persons  might  be,  tbe  disturb- 
^ces  were,  without  any  exception,  car- 
ried on  exclusively  by  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  The  Protestant  might  be  con« 
fided  in :  he  cared  not  how  he  mi^ht  suffer 
under  the  extremity  of  distress ;  stilLIie  was 
peaceablp;  however  humbled,  however 
crushed  by  the  weight  of  bis  poverty,  the 
Protestant  had  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
taken  a  part  in  those  disgraceful  outrages. 
It  therefore  foHowed,  that  though  po- 
verty and  penury  extended  over  all,  it 
had  operated  to  produce  insurrection  and 
rebellion  amongst  the  Catholics  only.  The 
hon.  and  learnt  gentleman  here  took  a 
brief  review  of  the  disturbances  which  had 
occurr^  in  1814*,  1810,  ^nd  1816,  at 
which  tinae  there  was  no  complaint  of  th^ 
depreciation  of  prices  or  tbe  nigh  r^  of 
I'entrfuid  therefore  he  inferred,  Ih^  these 
were  not  the  real  cause  of  tbe  spirit  of  in- 
subordination which  prevailed  tb^Of  and 

VOL.VL 


which  exbted  i^ow.  It  could  not  escap? 
observation,  that  the  Roman  Cathohcf 
who  were  embarked  in  those  outrage^ 
were  bound  by  a  peculiar  spedes  of  reli- 
gious obligation.  In  all  their  forms  a  di- 
rect allusion  was  made  to  the  establislied 
religion  of  the  country,  and  an  undis- 
guised expression  of  hostility  towards  that 
feligion  was  indulged  in,  which  pretty 
clearly  showed  what  their  object  was.  The 
precise  object  of  the  conspiracy  he  cpuld 
not  state ;  but  it  appeared  to  nim  that  it 
was  not  set  on  foot  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
lowering  rents  or  abating  titii^,  but  that  it 
had  originated  in  a  rancorous  hostility  to 
the  established  religion  of  the  country. 
The  hon.  member  for  Limerick  had  said, 
he  was  shocked  at  certain  books  which  were 
generally  read  in  Ireland.  But  what  would 
he  say  to  tha^  book,  which  was  dissemi- 
nated in  every  part  ol' Ireland,  which  waste 
be  found  in  every  cottage  —that  book  which 
was  promulgated  as  a  set-off*  against  read- 
ing the  Bible?  He  alluded  to  bisliop 
Walmesley's  history  of  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion—a book  written  by  a  Catholic  bi- 
shop, recommended  by  the  Catholic 
clergy,  which  had  gone  through  eight 
successive  editions,  and  which  his  majes- 
ty's government  had  traced  into  almost 
every  cottage  in  Ireland:  that  work, 
which  was  to  be  found  where  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible  was  not  permitted,  ex- 
pQned  the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John  in  a 
manner  favourable  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  In  this  work,  after 
justifying  almost  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  tbe  author  had  limited  the 
duration  of  the  Protestant  religion  to  the 
year  1825.  A  man  of  education,  would, 
of  course,  look  at  such  a  work  with  per- 
fect contempt,  but  its  effect  upon  unin- 
formed minds  could  not  but  be  most  pre- 
judicial. It  was  such  as  to  inspire  in  the 
nnnds  of  the  lower  order  of  Catholics  so 
perfect  a  hatred  of  Protestants  tliat  the 
latter  were  in  many  cases  compelled  to 
emigrate  rather  than  renounce  their  reli- 
gion, and  to  remain  in  safety  without  re- 
nouncing they  found  in  numerous  in- 
stances to  be  impossible.  He  was  in- 
formed by  several  Protestants,  that  they 
had  emiffrated  entirely  from  an  appre- 
hension that  their  lives  and  property  were 
in  danger;  and  he  assured  the  House 
that,  on  inquirv,  it  would  be  found,  that 
emigration  nad  been  confined  almost  uni- 
versally to  Protestants. 

He  wished  to  call  the  nttention  of  tbe 
House  to  another  pointy    It  had  been 
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said,  that  the  Catholic  priests  had  used 

their  mtfst  strenuous  efforts  to  presenre 

peace  and  tranquillity.    It  was  of  great 

importance   to    ascertain    whether    thej 

were  or  were  not  sincere  in  their  conduct : 

and  it  was  of  peculiar  importance  at  the 

present  time,  when  they  claimed  to  be 

exempted  from  the  ordinary  law  of  the 

countrjr*   because,    as    the^  asserted*   it 

would  interfere  with  their  influence  over 

their    congregation.    That  the  Catholic 

priests    had    recommended    peace    and 

subordination  from  their  altars,  he  was 

not  disposed. to  deny.    Indeed  he  knew 

the  fact.     [Hear,  hear.]     But  the  ques*> 

lion  was,  whether  they  were  sincere  in 

those  recommendations.'  With  respect  to 

the  Catholic  laity,  he  was  ready  to  admit 

that  the  lower  orders  alone  were  con- 
nected with  the  disturbances.  He  believed 

the  higher  classes  of  the  Roman  Catholics 

to  have  just  as  little  to  do  with  the  out- 
rages as  the  Protestants  themselves.   But, 

while  he  absolved  the  educated  |loman 

Catholic   laity  from  all  blame,  he  was 

sorry  he  could  not  say  so  much  for  the 

clergy.    Let  the  House  look  to  the  man- 
ner m  which  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 

had  acted  on  other  occasions,  when  their 

authority  was  disputed,    and  contrast  it 

with  the  conduct  which  they  now  pursued. 

It  n^ust  bo  admitted  on  all  hands,  that 

however  sincere  or  warm  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  might  be  in  their  endea- 
vours to  restore  tranquillitv,  on  the  present 
oceasion,  they  had  totally  failed.  They 
had  not  succeeded  in  recalling  their  flocks 
to  those  paths  from  which  thej^  had  devi- 
ated. But,  on  other  occasions,  when 
their  representations  were  opposed,  what 
had  they  done  ?  They  had  had  immediate 
recourse  to  the  forms  of  their  church. 
It  had  been  judicially  proved  in  courts  of 
justice,  that  when  some  of  their  flock  had 

.dared  to  read  the  bible,  contrary  to  the 
will  of  the. Catholic  clergy,  the  persons 
thus  offending  were  assailed  by  the  forms 
of  the  church  of  Rome.  No  such  thing 
had  been  done  on  the  present  occasion. 
Here  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
adverted  to  several  instances  where  mur- 
der had  been  committed  by  the^  peasantry, 
and  the  priesthood  had  not  used  the  forms 
of  the  church  for  the  purpo^  of  discover- 
ing the  offenders.  In  the  county  of 
Louth,  eight  individuals  were  burned  by 
the  insurgents ;  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  19 
persons  had  the  same  fate  ^  but  the  Catho- 
lic clergy  did  not  endeavour  to  discover 
the  murderersi  by  exerting  those  powers 


to  which,  on  less  important  o^casioh^ 
they  had  had  recourse.    In  the  county  of 
Limerick,  a  crown  witness,  returning  from 
giving  evidence  at  the  assizes,  happened 
to  pass  by  a  chapel  while  divi/ie  service 
was  performing ;    the  whole  congregation 
rushed  out,   and  murdered  him  on  tiie 
spot,  in  the  presence  of  the  priest.  Govern- 
ment offered  thousands  and  thousands  to 
dbcover  the  perpetrators  of  this  deed,  but 
without  effect.     In  another   place,  the 
priest  advised  the  people  not  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance.     And  what  was  hit 
reason  ?    Because  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
might  interfere  with  another  oath,  which 
Dr.  Milner  was  preparing  for  the  Roman 
Catholics.    Was  this  a  proof  of  the  since- 
rity which  actuated  the  Catholic  clergy  ? 
'«  I  will  not,''  said  this  priest,  <*  take  the 
oath  myself,  neither  will  I  command  my 
congregation   not  to  take  it,  but  I  will 
advise  them  not.'*    At  Killamey,  a  priest 
according    to    his   own  statement,    was 
apprehensive  of  disturbance;    He  heard, 
on  a  certain  night,  the  blowing  of  horns, 
and  all  those  sounds  which  distinguished 
the  excursions  of  the  disaffected.    He, 
however,  remained  quiet  all   night,  but 
next  day,  at  twel? e  o'clock,  he  ventured 
into  a  crowd  of  insurgents.      He  found 
that  they  had  seized  an  obnoxious  indi- 
vidual, and  that  person  he  took  under 
his  protection.     He  afterwards  retired, 
leaving  this  unfortunate    person  in  the 
care  of  one  of  the  party,  but  the  moment 
he  retired  the  roan  was  murdered.    This 
happened  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  a 
military  station,  yet  this  dergyman  never 
gave  any  notice  to  the  military,  of  what 
was  going  on :  the  man  was  murder^,  and 
the  priest  refused  to  state  who  the  per- 
son was  to  whose  protection  he  had  con- 
signed him.    He  would  ask,  in  fhe  naine 
of  wobder  or  of  Heaven,  was  this  a  proof 
of  sincerity?      [A  laugh.]      It    might 
excite  a  laugh  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
knew  not  the  miseries  to  which  Ireland 
was    exposed.      If  gentlemen   had  felt 
those  miseries,  they  would  act  in  a  differ- 
ent manner ;  they  would  hear  with  defer- 
ence  and  civility,    the  sentiments  of  a 
plain  man,  instead  of  giving  way  to  an 
emotion  of  merriment  on  so  solemn  aa 
occasion.    [Hear,  hear.]    If  they  thought 
that  they  were  ifa  possession  of  facts  on 
which  they  could  correctly  decide,   let 
them   cry    ^*  question/*    and  he  would 
submit.    [A  loud  cry  of  <'  question,"  and 
laughter.]     He  supposed  be  had  step^ 
beyond  the  ordinary  bounds  of  discussioa 
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in  what  he  had  iaid»  since,  on  no  other 
principle  could  he  account  for  this  inter- 
ruption ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  take 
up  another  topic.  Muerable  as  the  state 
or  Ireland  was,  at  the  present  niomentt 
he  did  not  think  this  was  the  time  to  talk 
of  the  misgovernment  of  six  hundred 
years.  His  maxim  was,  **  put  down  the 
insurrection  now,  and  then  discuss  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  may  have 
originated."  In  order  to  put  down  the 
insurrection,  he  would  arm  Government 
with  an  almost  absolute  power,  and  to 
enable  them  to  exercise  that  power 
efficiently,  he  would  place  a  greater  mili- 
tary force  at  their  disposal.  He  would 
not  con6ne  that  force  to  18,000  men; 
he  would  double  or  triple  it.  [Hear, 
hear!]  When  order  was  restored,  he 
would,  if  possible,  immediately  get  rid  of 
40f.  freeholders.  This  minute  division  of 
property  created  much  of  that  feeling  of 
insubordination  which  was  the  bane  of 
Ireland.  Another  measure  df  vital 
Importance  was,  the  putting  down  the 
system  of  illicit  distillation.  That  could 
only  be  done  by  removing  the  temptation 
to  the  offence.  So  long  as  the  present 
high  duties  existed,  all  the  power  of 
England  could  not  remove  that  evil. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  then 
recommended  a  religious  and  moral  edu- 
cation, as  that  which  could  alone  benefit 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  declared,  that 
he  would  not  be  deterred  from  discharg- 
ing his  duty  by  the  cries  of  those  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  situation  of  Ireland, 
or  who,  being  acquainted  with  it,  viewed 
the  subject  with  a  criminal  indifference 
to  her  welfare. 

Mr.  Plunkett  said,  he  would  not  at  that 
late  hour,  trespass  long  on  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  in  the  few  remarks  he  had  to 
make  on  the  motion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend,  he  should  confine  himself  strictly 
to  the  main  question.  The  House  might 
feel  assured,  that  it  was  far  from  his  bten- 
tion  to  follow  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  through  the  details 
of  his  disgusting  attack  upon  the  popula- 
tion of  that  country  whicti  had  returned 
him  to  parliament.  [Hear,  hear!]  He 
owned,  that  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  was  first  about  to  desert  the  duty 
which  belonged  to  him  in  the  Irish  court 
of  chancery,  in  order  that  he  might  devote 
his  attention  to  parliamentary  duties,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  felt  very  great  regret;  but  he 
now  withdrew  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart;  every  regret  on  that  account,  and 


rejoiced  that  the  hon.  and  learned  ^ntle-> 
tleman  had  had  an  opportunity  of  display- 
ing to  the  British  parliament,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  country,  the  tone,  and 
temper,  and  manner,  which  had  long  dis- 
tinguished the  treatment  received  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  Ireland  from 
those  who  ought  to  be  the  advocates  of 
their  rights.  It  was  often  asked,  in  a  tone 
of  triumph,  by  the  enemies  of  the  Catho- 
lics, "  Why  are  you  not  satisfied  with  the 
boon  granted  to  you?  Why  are  you  not 
content  with  the  concessions  which  you 
have  received  V*  The  reason  was,  because 
concession  had  been  followed  in  every 
stage,  b^  the  curse  and  malediction  of 
those  bigots,  whose  prejudices  neither 
time  nor  circumstances  could  remove*— 
who,  like  an  unwholesome  blight,  like  a 
destructive  mildew,  intercepted  every  raj 
of  royal  favour,  or  of  legislative  benen* 
cence.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  was  free  from 
alarm  as  to  any  argument  which  the  hon, 
and  learned  gentleman  might  please  to 
bring  forward,  but  arsument  he  adduced 
not.  The  hon.  and  Teamed  gentleman 
relied  upon  what  he  denominated  facta; 
and  those  facts  would,  in  all  probability, 
produce  a  very  different  effect  from  that 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
anticipated.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  spoken  of  transactions  with 
respect  to  the  disturbances  that  now  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland,  and  he  (Mr.  P.)  *must 
say,  as  he  had  been  an  eye  witness  of 
those  transactions,  that  if  any  part  of  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman were  literailif  true,  in  spirit  and  ia 
application  to  the  question  they  were 
totally  and  absolutely  false.  The  truth 
was,  that  the  insurrectionary  movemehta 
in  Ireland,  were  confined  entirely  to  cer- 
tain districts  of  the  south.  Limerick, 
Cork,  Kerry,  and  a  part  of  Tipperary, 
were  in  a  state  of  disturbance.  The 
entire  population,  speaking  of  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people  in  those  districts, 
were  Roman  Catholics.  It  was  a  well 
known  fact,  that  the  disturbances  were 
confined  to  the  lower  orders,  and  did  not 
extend  beyond  them;  but,  overlooking 
this  fact,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  traced  the  disturbances  to  a  religious 
feeling— those  who  were  eneaged  in  them 
being  the  dregs  of  the  peo|Me,  and  all  the 
lower  classes  professing  the  Catholic 
faith.  The  object  of  those  insurrectionary 
movements  was,  in  fact,  to  level  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country ;  and,  iii  the  pursuit 
of  that  object,  the  unfortunate  peraoni 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IMS]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

wbo  were  engaged  in  thb  design  directed 
their  efforts  against  bmh  Protestants  and 
Roman  Caiholics.  The  respectable  Ca- 
tholics vrere  as  much  exposed  as  the 
Protestants  to  their  deptiedationsi  and 
ihejr  exerted  theinselves  with  the  same 
sefl(  and  energy  in  repl:ening  those  dis- 
turbances, as  the  men/bersf  of  the  esta- 
blisbed  church  did.  [Hear.]  When,  as 
poblic  proiecotor,  the  painfut  task  of 
bringing  some  of  those  misguided  men  to 
punishment  devolve  on  him,  the  direc- 
tion he  gave  to  the  persons  who  were  to 
^mpanne)  the  juries,  was,  that  no  distinct 
fion  should  be  made,  in  admitting  Pro- 
testants and  Roman  Catholics  to  serve  on 
those  juries*  They  were  indiscriminately 
eropannelied ;  and  it  coold  not  be  assarted 
*— it  could  not  be  suspected— Aat  the 
Roman  Catholics  did  not  perform  their 
duty,  in  every  imrtance.  These  #ere 
facta  which  he  positively  knew;  With 
repect  to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  he 
would  afirm,  that  from  the  highest  digni^ 
iary  of  the  church,  to  the  lowest  parish 
t)riest»  they  exerted  themselves  tealpuslyi 
fend  energetically,  and  honestly,  to  put 
down  the  spirit  of  insubordmation.  It 
was  not  merely  a  formal  discharge  of  their 
doty— it  was  not  merely  making  dedara- 
tioni  from  the  altar,  which  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  bad  said,  might  be  true 
or  untrue— might  be  sincere  or  hypocriti- 
cal— \\0f  it  was  an  active  interference; 
and  he  would  assert,  that  if  the  lives,  if 
the  eternal  happiness  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  depended  on  their  exertions,  they 
fcoula  not  do  more  to  put  an  end  to  those 
disturbances  than  they  had  done.  [Hear, 
hear.]  If  these  men,  instead  of  being 
zealous  opponents  of  the  discontented, 
had  ^emamed  jicutrat,  and  still  roore,  if, 
as  had  been  insinoated^  they  had  cotinte- 
nancod  this — he  would  not  call  it  con- 
temptible conspiracy,  because,  if  not  put 
down  in  time,  it  might  assume  a  form  tnat 
would  require  the  whole  strength  of  the 
country  to  subdue  it— -if  these  men  had 
proceeded  in  a  different  course  from  that 
which  they  bad  promptly  adopted,  would 
not  the  d^>nger  have  been  innnitely  more 
terrific?  l%ehon.  and  learned  gentle- 
tnaa  told  them,  that  his  great  measure 
was  to  put  down  every  symptom  of  insub- 
ordination by  force,  without  tntjuiriog 
into  the  cause  in  which  it  had  originated. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would 
employ  50,000  or  100,000  men  to  effect 
this  obiect.  He  (Mr.  Plunkett)  would 
indeed  have  been  surprisedi  if  sucn  a  doc- 
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tHne  hftd  not  been  marked  by  ^6  indigo 
nation  of  the  House.  For  if  tuch  a  prin« 
dipie  were  once  adopted,  the  two  cduntriea 
would  be  opposed  to  each  other  in  endless 
hostility. 

He  oegged  pardon  for  having  t>een  led 
away  ft'om  the  consideration  of  the  imroe- 
diate  motion  before  the  House,  by  the 
observations  of  the  hOn.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, which  had  airead v  been  sufficiently 
answered,  by  the  eflfect  they  had  produced 
in  the  mind  of  every  person  wh6  had  heard 
him  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  There 
was  one  particular  transaction,  however, 
which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  and  m  which  he 
( Mr.  P.)  was  personally  concerned,  to 
which  he  most  shortly  advert.  The 
Roman  Catholic  priesthood  had  undoobt* 
edly  an  opportunity  of  exertiiig  a  most 

Sowerfol  influence  on  the  tninds  of  their 
ocks ;  but  their  influence  in  restraining 
their  flocks  flrom  the  perpetration  of  crime 
must  depend  on  thefr  power  of  preserv- 
ing the  confidence  of  their  flocks.  It 
hiul  been  well  observed  by  an  eminent 
historian,  Dr.  Robertspn,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  priesthood  was  most  strong, 
wjieh  united  with  the  discontented  portion 
of  the  population ;  but  that  when  allied 
with  the  government,  their  influence  over 
the   minds    of    their    flocks   was  pro- 

Sortionaliy  diminished.  Subject  to  this 
rawback,  their  influence  was  undoubtedly 
strong,  in  restraining  from  the  commission 
of  crime ;  but  if,  iniitead  of  exerting  their 
influence  as  clergymen,  they  came  for- 
ward as  witnesses  in  cases  of  imputed 
crime,  they  would  lose  the  confidence  of 
their  flocks,  and  the  government  would 
consequently  lose  all  the  advantages  which 
it  now  derived  from  their  influence  and 
interference  in  the  prevention  of  outrages. 
In  the  transaction  to  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  member  had  alluded,  the  priest 
had  rescued  the  unfortunate  man  firom  the 
crowd  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  at 
the  extreme  hazard  of  his  own  person, 
and  had  succeeded  b  convcving  him  to  a 
place  of  safety.  After  this  the  party 
returned,  seized  upon  the  priest,  and 
threatened  him  with  the  loss  of  life  if  he 
did  not  immediately  deliver  the  man  inta 
their  hands,  declaring  at  the  same  time 
that  he  should  receive  no  injury*  The 
unfortunate  man  was  delivered  up,  and 
after  an  interval  of  half  an  hour  he  wg|i 
put  to  death.  The  priest  did  not  know 
the  persons  who  actually  perpetrated  the 
murder:   he  did  not  even  beliovd  thai 
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Ihosi  who  were  apprehended  were  th^ 
fanott  guilty  individaalfl.  tie  knew  it  wai 
true,  some  of  the  faces  of  those  who  com- 
posed the  numerous  crowd ;  and,  though 
ne  did  not  think  that  those  whom  he  knew 
Were  the  individuals  who  had  actually 
imbrued  their  hands  in  folood,  he  wa^ 
aware  that*  composing  part  of  a  multitude 
who  had  committed  murder,  they  were 
considered  as  having  joined  in  the  deed> 
and  were  liable  to  be  executed  as  rour* 
derers.  The  priest,  therefore,  refbsed  td 
give  evidence,  or  to  disclose  the  names  of 
those  who  were  present.  He  (Mr.P.j 
fras  wiUing  to  admit  that  a  Catholic  cler« 
gyman  could,  no  more  than  a  Protestant, 
conceal  a  crime,  and  that  this  priest  was 
therefore,  liable  for  the  consequences  (^ 
illegal  conduct ;  but  in  this  case  he  did 
not  think  it  would  have  been  adviseable 
to  inflict  the  punishment.  By  giving 
evidence  against  these  persons,  the  priest 
not  only  exposed  hiniseirto  personal  dan- 
ger; perhaps  to  assassination,  but  deprivea 
himself  of  all  capacity  of  being  employed 
as  an  ibstrument  to  prevent  fbture  crimes. 
Having  a  choice,  therefore,  df  compelling 
him  to  appear  in  the  witness  box,  and  of 
punishing  him  if  he  refused  to  give  evi- 
dence, or  of  employing  the  confidence 
which  he  enjoyed  with  those  whose  lives 
would  be  affected  by  bis  testimony  to 
prevent  future  outrages,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
notvrithstanding  that  by  so  doing  he 
exposed  himself  to  the  censures  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  had  preferred 
the  latter  course,  and  he  now  appealed  to 
ihe  Hous^  from  the  decision  of  die  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  and  asked,  If  he 
was  not  entitled  to  their  approbation 
and  thanks  for  having  so  done  i  [Loud 
cheers.] 

He  would  now  address  himself  to  the 
motion  of  his  right  hon.  tnend.  His  right 
hon.  friefid,  h6  was  sure,  could  intend  no 
iinkindness  towards  him  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  alluded  to  his  conduct  in 
1816,  and  stating  that  he  then  joined  with 
him  in  a  motion  similar  to  the  present. 
Neither  could  his  other  hon.  friend  who 
bad  so  ably  supported  his  views,  and  who 
had  quoted  passages  from  his  speech  on 
that  occasion.  But  as  every  man  was 
anxious  to  nlaintain  his  character,  and  to 
defend  bii  consistency,  he  might  be  ex> 
cused  for  offering  some  explanation  by 
which  his  conduct  in  then  supporting  his 
rieht  hon.  friend's  motion  was  recon- 
'cuable  with  his  negative  vote  on  the 
present  occasion.    The  motions,  then,  h^ 


would  say,  were  Hot  exactly  similar,  nor 
brought  forward  under  similar  circum- 
stances. On  the  former  occasion,  a  vote 
had  been  proposed  in  the  army  estimates 
for  25,000  men,  for  preserving  the  peace 
of  Ireland,  and  the  motion  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  was  intended  to  obtam  a  previous 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  such 
B  force  was  necessary ;  in  the  present  in* 
stance,  the  House  had  voted  the  necessary 
force,  and  had,  to  arrest  ei^isting  outrage, 
conferred  additional  powers  on  the  Irish 
government.  The  latter  fact  was  even 
emboditd  in  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House.  With  respect  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  resolution,  which  pledged  the  House 
to  assist  his  majesty  in  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  most  beneficial  measures  for 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and 
was  intended  to  stimuhite  the  government 
to  more  active  exertions  in  the  cause,  he 
could  not  adopt  it  without  declaring  by 
his  vote,  that  government  required  re- 
proof for  its  indi&rence,  and  consequently 
did  not  enjo^  its  confidence.  Now,  thai 
|t  enjo^^ed  his  confidence  was  proved  by 
his  sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House.  To 
those  who  knew  him  best,  he  would  leave 
the  decision,  whether  he  had  placed  that 
confidence  In  the  present  administration 
because  he  had  joined  them,  or  had 
joined  them  because  they  had  obtained  bis 
confidence.  |[Hear,  hear.]  He  believed 
in  his  conscience,  that  government  was 
dobg  all  in  their  power  to  find  a  cure  for 
the  evils  with  which  Ireland  was  afflicted. 
His  right  hon.  friend  {Mr.  C.  Grant)  who 
had  that  night  spoken  with  such  eloquence, 
and  evinced  so  much  statesmanlike  talent 
and  views,  and^  who  b^  his  speech  had 
acquired  additSonal  claims  to  the  gra- 
titude of  his  country,  had  enumerated 
the  causes,of  the  present  state  of  Ire- 
land. Many  of  these  Causes,  it  would  be 
obvious  could  not  be  immediately  counter- 
acted, and  many  of  their  eflfects  could 
not  be  immediately  remedied ;  but  he  was 
convinced,  that  the  government  of  that 
country  was  smcerely  desirous  of  dis- 
covering a  remedy,  and  would  be  zealous 
in  applying  it.  Every  thing  that  could  be 
done,  he  was  convinced  would  be  done. 
With  respect  to  the  great  question  of  Catho- 
lic disabilities,  he  would  at  present  say 
nothing,  although  he  hoped  that  it  Would 
soon  be  satisfactorily  settled.  The  House 
would  recollect,  that  the  question  laftt 
Vear  iobtained  a  new  positidn :  that  a  bill 
bad  been  agreed  to  m  that  Housei  nad 
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pMsed  through  all  iti  stasei,  and  was 
only  lo8t  in  another  place.  He  confessed 
that  he,  thereforei  looked  forward  with  in- 
<:reased  confidence  to  the  final  success  of 
that  great  measure  of  security,  of  strength, 
and  of  justice ;  but  it  was  too  important 
a  question  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  discus- 
•ion  of  that  evening.  A  part  of  it  would 
shortly  come  before  the  House  on  th^  in* 
tended  motion  of  hb  rt.  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Canning)  for  the  admission  of  Catholic 
peers  into  the  other  House  of  Parliament ; 
and  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session, 
as  he  (Mr.  Piunkett)  bad  formerly  an- 
nounceo,  he  intended  to  submit  the  whole 
question  to  parliament;  when  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  receive  that  full, 
tempei:ate,  and  satisfactory  discussion 
which  its  momentous  consequence  de- 
aerved. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  had 
had  a  beneficial  tendency  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  and  which,  witnout  reference  to 
the  success  of  the  question  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  increased  his  confidence  in 
the  future  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  was  the 
late  visit  of  his  majesty  to  that  part  of  his 
dominions.  That  gracious  proceeding  had 
been  undenralueo,  and  viewed  with  af- 
fected indifference,  by  the  various  descrip- 
tions  of  persons  with  various  objects;  but 
a  wiser  and  more  beneficial  measure,  he 
was  convinced,  could  not  have  been  taken» 
Its  importance  had  been  under-rated,  by 
those  who  were  averse  to  see  any  lustre 
thrown  around  the  Throne,  and  by  the 
petty  factions  of  both  sides,  who  distracted 
that  unhappy  country ;  but  the  great  body 
of  the  people  had  appreciated  the  visit  as 
It  deservea.  His  malesty  had  knocked  at 
the  hearts  of  his  Irish  subjects,  and  had 
been  answered  with  inexpressible  enthu- 
siasm and  gratitude.  That  visit  had  been 
followed  by  another  measure  of  concilia- 
tion, on  which  they  likewise  set  its  proper 
value— he  roeant^  the  appointment  of  the 
marquis  Wellesiey  to  the  government  of 
Ireland*  He  would  not  then  enter  into  any 
eulogium  on  that  noble  lord,  who  did  not 
require  any  praises  of  his;  but  he  should  be 
wanting  in  that  justice  which  he  owed  to 
him,  if  he  did  not  state  the  wise  and  im- 
partial views  with  which  he  entered  upon 
nis  office— the  zeal  and  vigour  with  which 
he  applied  himself  to  discover  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  evils  of  Ireland — and  the 
anxiety  which  he  showed  to  administer 
the  law,  and  to  put  down  those  who  rose 
up  against  it,  in  whatever  party,  and 
under  whatever  banaerS|  they  appeared. 


Sir  John  Netoparfs  Motion 


[1648 


[Hear,  hear.]  He  (Mr.  Piunkett)  en« 
tertained  from  these  and  from  other  cir- 
cumstances great  hopes  of  approaching 
prosperity  to  Ireland ;  and  he  begged  leave 
so  say,  that  some  of  his  hon.  friends 
had  drawn  too  gloomy  a  picture  of  its 
past  condition,  when  they  spoke  of  an 
uninterrupted  misgovernment  of  three 
centuries.  Within  the  latter  part  of  this 
period  they  might  have  found  many  sub- 
jecu  of  consolation.  The  penal  laws  for 
religion  had  been  within  the  last  forty 
years  entirely  repealed:  nothing  now 
remained  but  one  great  measure  of  policy 
and  justice  that  should  remove  all  civil  dis^ 
abilities  on  account  of  religious  faith*  -It 
should  also  be  recollected,  that  since  the 
year  1782  that  country  had  been  restored 
to  commerce  and  to  all  the  commercial 
rights  enioyed  in  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
These  advantages  had  been  followed  by 
an  union,  which  placed  Ireland  on  a  foot- 
ing with  Great  Britain,  in  all  other  privi- 
leges and  righu.  He  had  opposed  that 
union ;  he  had  done  so  openly  and  boldly, 
nor  was  he  now  ashamea  of  what4ie  had 
done;  but  though  in  his  resbtance  to  it  he 
had  been  prepared  to  go  the  length  of  any 
man,  he  was  now  equally  prepared  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  render  it  close  and  in- 
dissoluble. One  of  the  apprehensions  on 
which  his  opposition  was  founded,  he  was 
happy  to  say,  had  been  disappointed  by 
the  event.  He  had  been  afraid  that  the 
Irish  interesu,  on  the  abolition  of  her 
separate  legislature,  would  come  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  a  hostile  parliament:  but  h^ 
could  now  state,  and  he  wished  when  he 
spoke  that  he  could  be  heard  by  the  whole 
of  Ireland,  that  during  the  time  that  he 
had  sat  in  the  united  parliament,  he  had 
found  every  question  that  related  to  the 
interests  or  security  of  that  country  en- 
tertained witl^  indulgence,  and  treated 
with  the  most  deliberate  regard.  When 
he  considered  all  these  things — when  he 
considered  the  privileges  granted,  and  the 
disabilities  removed — and  when  he  con- 
sidered the  effects  that  must  result  from 
the  cordial  efforts  of  a  united  legislature, 
he  could  not  entertain  gloomy  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  ^he  future  prospects  of  Ireland^ 
If  an  improved  system  of  police  were 
established  in  that  country,  and  if  the 
landed  gentry  discharged  with  zeal  the 
duties  oi  their  character  and  station,  we 
should  soon  see  a  manifest  amelioration  of 
the  state  of  the  sister  island,  and 
should  find  that,  instead  of  being  a  source 
of  weakness  and  distraction,  it  would  be- 
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come  an  arm  of  security  and  strength  to 
the  whole  empire.     [Hear,  hear.] 

His  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grant)  had 
adverted  to  the  causes  of  the  present  state 
of  society  in  Ireland,  under  the  heads  of 
the  tithe  system,  the  police,  the  magis- 
tracy,  and  education;   and  though  he, 
when  he  rose  did  not  intend  to  say  one 
word  upon  them,  he  would  now,  as  he  was 
on  his  legs,  address  himself  briefly  to  them. 
He  confessed   he  approached  the  tithe 
system  with  great  reserve  and  delicacy. 
The  legislature  had  a  right  to  meddle  with 
that  property,  because  tnerewere  no  limiu 
to  its  power;  but,  on  the  same  principle  that 
it  could  interfere  with  tithes,  it  might 
interfere  with  any  other  species  of  pro- 
perty.    As  to    any  forcible  diminution 
of  tneir  amount,  or  compulsory  oommu* 
tation  of  them,  he  could  never  agree  to 
any  measure  for  that  purpose,  nor  could 
parliament  on  any  just  principle,  entertain 
the  question  for  a  moment.    In  opposi- 
tion to  frequent  complaints,   he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  clergy  of  Ireland  were  not 
adequately  provided  for.    They  did  not 
receive  what  they  were  entitled  to  demand^ 
and    the   clamour   raised  against   their 
alleged  exactions  was   most  uufoimded 
and  most   unjust.    [Hear,   hear.]    He 
wished  to  speak  wiUi  respect  of  the  great 
body  of  Irish  landlords ;  but  he  was  com- 
pelled to  say,  that,  generally  in  the  west 
and  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  they  exacted 
so  much  rent  themselves,  that  they  left; 
little  for  the  tithe  of  the  derey,   and 
joined  in  the  cry  of  exaction  when  that 
little    was   attempted  to  be   recovered. 
They  sometimes  let  their  land  at  from 
seven,  eight,  nine,  or  ten  pounds  per  acre. 
Whatever  the  poor  occupier  could  spare 
be^rond  mere  subsistence,  the  proprietor 
claimed  in  the  shape  of  rent,  and  Uius 
left  the  clergyman  in  the  recbvery  of  his 
tithe,   to  deal  with    an  insolvent  fund. 
[Hear,  hear.]     If  the  latter  surrendered 
his  rights,  he  was  left  without  an  income, 
and  praised  for  his  generosity :  if  he  ex- 
acted them,  thecrv  of  rapacity  was  raised 
against  him.    In  the  mean  time,  the  poor 
occupier  of  the  land  gained  no  advantage 
by  the  clergyman's  forbearance;  as  what 
was  remitted  in  tithe  was  exacted  in  rent. 
The  cry  raised  against  the  clerey  for  their 
enjoyment  of  that  portion  of  Uie  produce 
which  the  law  awarded  them  from  the  land 
— always  appeared  to  him  illiberal  and  ill- 
founded.    He  knew  of  no  class  of  country 
gentlemen  more  useful  than  the  clerey, 
«ven  independent  of  their  sacred  duties. 


and  none  better  entitled  to  the  property 
which  they  enjoyed.  [Hear,  hear.]  They 
spent  their  income  in  the  country,  in  the 
encouragement  of  industry,  as  usefully  as 
laymen  y  they  were  better  educated ;  they 
were  more  capable  of  directing  their  in- 
feriors; and,  independently  of  the  reli- 
gious instruction  which  they  conveyed, 
they  set  a  better  example  of"^  morals  and 
private   conduct.    But  he  agreed   with 
those  who  thought  that  some  change  might 
be  made,  with  advantage,  in  the  mode'  of 
collectiog^tithes,  though  he  was  opposed  to 
any  measure  for  compulsory  commutation. 
The  subject  was  certainly  surrounded  with 
difficulty,   but  he  thought  some   meant 
might  be  contrived,  by  which  the  clergy 
might  be  enabled  to  treat  with  the  pro- 
prietors instead  of  the  occupiers  of  land. 
In  this  manner  an  agreement,  not  amount* 
ing  to  a  commutation  of  tithes,  might  be 
entered  into,  by    which  the  clergyman 
might  receive  a  certain  sum  for  a  certain 
number  of  years ;  and  this  arrangement 
might  be  farther  perfected  by  making  the 
tithe  an  actual  charge  upon  the  land  into 
whatever  hands  it  might  fall.    This  would 
prevent  Uiat  perpetud  recurrence  of  vexa- 
tioiis  pretensions  which  was  now  the  source 
of  so  much  dissention  between  the  clergy- 
man arid  the  occupier  of  the  land,  and  the 
effect  would  be  extremely  beneficial  in 
another  point  of  view.    The  occupier  of 
land  was  generally  a  Roman  Catholic, 
who  was  naturally  disinclined  to.contribute 
to  the  support  of  a  religion  which  he  did 
not  profess ;  but  If  the  transfer  which  he 
had  just  alluded  to  were  adopted,  the 
Protestant  clergyman  would  no  longer 
have  to  deal  with  a  Catholic  occupier,  but 
with  the  proprietor  who  was  eenerally  a 
Protestant.    He  did  not  despair  of  some 
such  measure  beine  matured  so  as  to  be 
capable  of  being  laid  before  parliament. 
This  subject  was  now  under  the  conside- 
ration of  wiser  heads  than  his;  but  he 
must  deprecate  the  introduction  of  any 
measure,  unless  that  measure  had  been 
precisely  limited  and  ascertained  ;  for  he 
thought  the  Pirotestant  clergy  ought  not 
to  be  exposed  to   the  consequences    of 
any  indefinitearrangementy  the  exact  limits 
and  extent  of  which  were  not  known  pre- 
viously to  Its  being  made  the  subject  of 
deliberation.    With  regard  to  the  system 
of  police  and  the  magistracy  of  Ireland, 
he  could  assure  his  ri^t  hon.  fUend,  that 
those  subjects  were  now  occupymg  the 
serioos  attention  of  his  majesty's  govem- 
ment.    The  system  ofeducation  had  often 
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reeeivad  tlie  itUentiop  of  the  HooM,  m)d 
mapT  meA3ure8  had  b^eo  paioed  with  re^ 
gara  ^  it.  Whether  all  toe  beneficial  e^ 
&ct6  which  had  been  expected  bad  re* 
aultod  frpm  those  meaiuret  he  WQuid  oot 
pret^4  to  9^ ;  but  be  was  sure  that  the 
government  wo^ld  readily  give  its  atten- 
lioo  to  m  propositions  wbich  might  be 
brought  forward  on  M^^  subject.  He 
begge4  pardon  for  having  trespassed  ao 
lon|  upon  th^  HoMse.  Indeed,  it  was  not 
his  mtention  to  have  occupied  any  portioa 
of  iheir  attention,  had  he  not  felt  himself 
called  upor>  to  make  some  coupter  atate* 
nemt  to  the  evidence  of  the  hoo«  and 
leaoHid  member  for  Dublip. 

Mr*  Gir#/<a/i  supporte4  the  observations 
of  his  riffht  bpn»  an4  learned  friend*  whoa« 
knowiaoga  of  the  atate  of  Ireland  made 
him  competent  to  point  oat  all  the  bear: 
ioga  of  thejqaeation  tmder  consideration. 
The  hon.  paember  earnestly  rocomaaended 
unanimity  in  Ireland«  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  be  should  see  the  day  when 
Protestant  and  Catholic  iroald  be  firmly 
united  under  the  same  laws  and  goverpt 
ment» 

Mr.  Ped  said,  ^hat  the  courae  which 
the  debate  ha4  taken  rendered  it  unner 
cessary  for  M9  tP  trouble  the  House  at 
any  leogM>  tH^A  the  present  occasiou» 
J^avinOf  however*  held  an  off  pe  in  Ireland 
for  a  lon^r  period  than  that  office  ha4 
been  retamed  by  apy  person  during  tbf 
laat  centurjs  be  trusted  the  House  wpmUI 
excuae  him  if  he  ventured  to  address  i^ 
them  a  few  observationp  pn  the  question) 
which  had  b^en  brought  finward.  In 
what  he  had  to  say  he  would  abstain  froqi 
making  any  allusion  tp  ^he  Cathdio  ques- 
tion ;  and  be  thou^  the  ri||;ht  hon.  baronet 
had  acted  wisely  m  refraimng  from  makipg 
any  reference  to  that  question  in  the 
a(Mr0sa  which  he  had  submit^id  to  the 
House.  When  his  right  hoi^  and  learned 
friend  shouldi  f^  he  bad  given  notice, 
submit  the  consideration  of  that  question 
to  the  House*  in  the  next  aeswn*  he 
should  feel  it  bis  painful  duty  to  persevere 
iu  the  opposition  which  he  had  elways 
pffeyed  to  thp  clajma  qf  the  Ropiafi 
Qafholi^ ;  bt^»  ^ntil  that  period  arrived, 
he  tboiu^t  be  should  \m%  foaault  hia 
pW9  IM^ga»  9^  (he  gffiend  vish^  of 
the  HoM?»  hj  ayoidipg  anyjreference  to 
the  ai4>jeot.  The  poinM  <^  diQerenjpe 
MfreeA.ltl^.rii^r  |iP9«  bwquet  apd  *ose 
who  Qpp(^  hmi  WB^ifed  itp  be  poi;  very 
i^ttuieric^uPf  AT  of  yerj  g»ea>  imppr$aiice. 
Tbert.bpPf  bfuronetbad  propoaedug^oer^ 


Sir  JeJif  Nempwr^f  Motion  \\5S^ 

address,  leading  tone  specific  object,  but 
merely  pledging  the  House  to  the  consin 
deration  of  any  meaimres  which  might  be 
proposed  by  government  In  all  the  im-^ 
portant  points  of  the  right  hon.  baronet'a 
address,  the  government  was  disposed  to 
agree;   but   they  wished  ta  havr  those 

Saints  disctissedy  and  h^  implored  the 
ouse  not  to  accede  to  an  address,  which 
wiu  in  no  way  calculated  to  efl^ct  the 
right  hon.  baronet's  obiect*  On  the  other 
bandf  an  admisrion  had  been  uiade  on  the 
part  of  government,  that  they  were  ready 
and  anxioua  to  make  every  inquiry  iota 
the  ilate  of  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
aecretery  for  Iireland  had  sotted,  that  on 
dipse  points  on  which  it  was  considered 
that  governmeut  cpuld  bex^eficially  ioter- 
ferOf  measures  should  be  adopted;  and 
that  oa  tbose  other^  points^  respecting 
which  a  conclusion  might  be  come  to  that 
uothmg  could  be  done,  h^  should  be  ready 
to  lajr  aatisfaqtpry  reasons  for  that  non« 
ipterfereqQe  before  the  House.  Could 
the  Hoiyse  expect  more  than  this  ?  Waa 
it  fair  that  a  government  which  had  been 
onlv  three  months  in  existenccy  and  which 
hauy  during  that  time,  been  principally 
occupied  in  details  copcernmg  the  security 
of  }ife,imd  property,  should  now  be  under 
a|i  imputaiiony  becaviae  it  was  apt  at  this 
mpmen^  prepared  to  submit  any  apocific 
measurer  Ip  tl^e  addreia  of  the  right 
baa*  bm^pnet  he  found  it  impossible  for 
him  to  acquiesce.  He  cpuld  not  admit 
^  implied  cpiVBure  wbich  the  pddrejia 
capt  uppa  .  past  goveramenia,  and  he 
thought  that  he  covMd  convinpe  the  right^ 
hon.  barpnet  himself  that  he  had  intro- 
duced spme  words  ipto  the  address  which 
would  have  bpen  better  emitted,  and  that 
he  bad  pot  paid  sufficient  attention  to 
certaip  causes,  which  wpre  allowed  to 
h»va  an  extensive  and  iroportapt  pp^rar 
tion.  Hp  (Mr^  Peel)  had  beep  copnected 
with  the  government  <^  Ireland  fur  the 
space  of  si^  years ;  and  ^e  should  con« 
sjder  it  ps  a  gross  reflectiop  upon  his  own 
phanicter  if  he  h^  permitted  that  period 
tp  elapse  wjthout  taking  into  considera- 
tion ail  the  topics  to  which  the  right  hotu 
baronet  bad  alluded.  But  there  wa^ 
aome  other  subjects  cpnnected  with  this 
question  which  bad  not  this  evening  been 
adverted  to,  but  whicb  had  some  yearp 
f^p  been  ponsidered  of  essential  import^ 
aace.  He  would,  in  the  first  place,  re- 
apad  the  ri|j;bt  hon;  baronet  pf  the  quesr 
tloa  rpgardiqg  t^e  apppintmpnt  of  sherifis. 
Wbea  he  had  fir^t  gope  (o  Jr^Iandi  \^ 
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had  heard  €onstimt»  aod  he  belieired  well 
founded  coaaplaiiUa  of  the  mode  by  which 
aheriA  bad  baea  the^n  appointed ;  for  the 
sheriff*  had  then  posaepsed  the  power  of 
QomiiMitmg  the  grand  jury,  aod  the  grand 
jji^  had  possessed  the  power  of  imponog 
local  taxes  to  an  unlimited  extent.    In 
consequ^ocei   an  application   had   been 
male  to  assimulate  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ira    sheriffs    in    Ireland  to  the  practice 
wntch  prerailed  in  England.    The  judges 
had  been  empowered  to  recommend  three 
peracMM    from    each    province;  aod    he 
believed    that    in    the  selection  of  the 
8heri£&  from  the  persoas  thus  returned, 
the   governmenl    had  iiever    yet    been 
charged  with  partiality.    Another  and  a 
not  fe^  important  question  had  been  the 
power  possessed  by  the  grand  jury  of  pai* 
posing  local  taxatu>n.    The  state  of  the 
police  at  that  period  had  been  in  a  most 
deplorable  state.    He  had  done  allin  his 
power  to  remedy  its  deficiencies ;  for,  of 
^1  the  cases  which  had  been  mentioned  as 
leading  to  the  present  condition  q(  Ire- 
land, there  was  none  to  which  he  attaclied 
ao  much  importance  as  the  state  of  the 
polica-^He  wished,  it  was  possible  on 
this  subject  to  fulfil  the  view  of  his  right 
hon.  friendy  and  to  devolve  upon  the  grand 
jury  the  power  of  appointing  proper  offi- 
cers.   The  appointment  of  constables  in 
Ireland  was  very  different  from  their  ap* 
pointment  in  England.    In  England  their 
services  were  gratuitous;  but  in  Ireland 
they  all  received  a  regular  allowance..  He 
acnuiesced  in  the  objection  msde  by  his 
^ignt  hoD.  friend  to  the  appointment  of  a 
naagistracy  superior  to  the  ordinary  m^- 
gistnifae^    To  such  a   proceeding   tliere 
were  certainly  great  objections ;  but  if  the 
grand  jury  would  not  do  their  duty  by 
appointing  proper  officer^  the  govern- 
ment must  necessarily  take  the  task  into 
its  own  hands.    He  spoke  not  now  of  ap- 
pomting  a  police  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pressing insurrection;    but  of  a  police 
whicli  might  do  that  which  had  never  yet 
QOen  effectually  done,  namely,  to  enforce 
the  common  law  of  Eoghmd.  He  believed 
that  if  Ireland  were  to  he  accustomed  for 
•  few  years  to  the  vigorous  execution  of 
the  English  common  Taw,  there  would  be 
ii04>cpasion  for  the  application  of  extraor- 
dinary measures.    On  the  subject  of  edu- 
ca^on,  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  the  opinions  which  he  entertained  on 
the  Catholic  question,  had  never  preju- 
diced his  views  as  to  the  necessity  of  edu- 
cation generaUy.    He  had  rather  that  the 
VOC.VI. 


Ca^holie  popalgtiop  shoold  be  enlightened 
Uvrn  ignonnty  and  he  would  extend  edu- 
cation to  all  parties  without  re&rence  to 
the  neligioD  of  either.  If  any  measure* 
tjberefore>  vas  to  be  brought  forwardt  to 
whichf  after  deliberate  consideration,  he 
coald  conseott  it  should  have  his  cordial 
support*  On  the  subject  of  tithes,  he 
concurred  with  his  right  hon*  and  learned 
&iend,  in  thinking*  that  it  was  an  -exten- 
sive and  difficult  question.  He  thought 
that  the  general  character  of  the  Irish 
clergy  bad  been  greatly  misrepresented 
and  misunderstood.  He  knew  that  tbeir 
forbearance  had  been  most  exemplary; 
9nd  though,  in  particular  instances,  that 
line  pf  conduct  might  have  been  departed 
from>  yet  he  implored  the  House  not  to 
form  their  judgment  of  the  clergy  as  a 
general  body,  from  oi^e  or  two  unworthy 
exceptions.  He  believed  that  it  was  thu 
general  conduct  of  the  clergy  which 
furnished  the  strongest  argument  i^ainst 
the  plan  of  commutation.  Every  man 
who  Lad  attentively  considered  the  oues- 
tion  of  commutation,  must  have  been 
appalled  by  the  difficulties  which  that 
subject  presented,  both  as  it  regarded  the 
church  and  the  tenant  of  the  land.  The 
obstacles  to  that  plan  were  so  numerous, 
that  he  knew  not  how  to  get  rid  of  thpm« 
He  had  attended  to  the  subject  seriously^ 
and  the  result  of  his  attention  was^  that  he 
thought  that  great  danger  would  attend 
the  experiment,  and  that  it  might  preju^ 
dioe  ihe  interests  of  both  parties.  He 
would  not  now  enter  farther  into  the  sub- 
ject. His  concurrence  in  much  that  had 
been  said  by  the  speakers  who  liad  pre- 
ceded him,  relieved  him  from  the  neces-> 
sity  of  expressing  his  opinions  at  greater 
length;  but  he  conjured  the  House  to  rest 
satisfied  with  the  promise  that  had  been 
made,  and  not  to  concur  in  an  address 
which  went  to  no  spiacific  purpose. 

Sir  H.  PamsUuedd^  he  was  willing  .to 
place  confidence  in  the  pledges  which  had 
been  given  by  the  cbiei  secretary  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  attorney-general,  that  the 
several  measures  which  had  been  proposed 
for  improving  the  condition  of  Ireland, 
would  be  made,  the  subject  of  the  con* 
stant  and  serious  consideration  of  the 
British  government,  and  in  due  time 
brought  forward  for  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  He  certainly  had  heard  with 
great  regret,  the  reply  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  made  to  the  question 
which  he  had  asked  him  early  in  the 
evening,  concerning  tithes;  because  he 
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was  sure,  from  all  he  had  heard,  of  hia 
own  bill  of  this  kind,  a  measure  merely 
to  give  a  power  to  lease  tithes,  wouM 
prore  of  no  benefit  to  any  one;  but  the 
further  ezplanathm  of  the  plan  which  had 
been^  given  by  the  attorney- general  led 
him  to  think  something  belter  of  it :  for 
if  it  went  to  secure  a  tithe  rent  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  in  lieu  of  tithes 
as  now  leased,  it  would,  no  doubt,  do 
some  good  in  remedying  many  of  the 
evils  belonging  to  the  present  system  of 
collecting  titlm.  In  his  opinion  the  onlv 
plan  that  could  prove  satisfactory  to  all 
parties,  would  be  one  of  a  general  com- 
mutation of  tithes  for  an  acreabla  tax. 
This  was  a  plan  that  midit  be  carried 
into  execution  with  as  little  difficulty  as 
the  plan  for  a  tithe  rent;  it  woula  be 
more  simple,  and  much  more  effectual; 
and  one  which  would  meet  with  general 
approbation.  He  had  received  several 
plans  founded  on  this  principle,  and  even 
from  clergymen.  He  wished  to  be  dis« 
tinctly  understood,  as  not  having  the 
smallest  desire  to  invade  the  property  of 
the  church,  nor  even  to  diminish  the 
actual  income  of  the  clergy.  He  looked 
to  a  commutation  upon  the  stri<itest  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  and  he  would  even  say 
he  was  disposed  to  fix  the  income  of  every 
clergyman  at  a  higher  rate  than  it  ever 
yet  had  been.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  secretary  of  the  home  department, 
that  the  commutation  of  tithes  was  to  be 
discussed  as  a  measure  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  the  Irish  clergy.  It  was  a 
very  mistaken  and  exaggerated  course  of 
debate  to  assume,  tliat  they  were  to  be 
made  to  give  way  to  what  is  called  the 
outcry  of  the  people.  In  point  of  fact, 
of  all  the  parlies  the  inferior  clergy  of 
Iteland  were  the  most  interested  in  having 
a  commutation  of  tithes — for  they  were 
always  the  first  to  suffer.  Just  in  pro- 
portion as  disturbances  prevailedi  their 
incomes  were  diminished ;  and  he  could 
positively  say,  from  the  communications 
he  had  had  with  clergymen,  that  the 
general  wish  of  the  whole  body  was  to 
have  a  complete  comtiauution  of  tithes, 
founded  on  the  principle  of  an  acreable 
tax.  The  hon.  baronet  proceeded  to  say, 
that,  had  he  sooner  been  able  to  address 
the  House,  he  would  have  gone  at  some 
length  into  the  various  matters  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  this  night's  debate; 
but,  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  would  only 
make  some  observations  on  one  or  two  of 


them.  He  fully  agreed  with  the  secretary 
of  the  home  department,  that  the  office 
of  constable,  under  the  management  oi 
the  grand  juries,  was  wholly  useless;  at 
the  same  time  be  did  not  agree  with  him 
in  thinkinff  that  government  should  ap- 
point all  the  constables.  He  thought  the 
magistrates  should  appoint  them  at  the 
quarter  sessions;  they  were  interested  in 
having  good  constables  to  assist  themfr 
and,  besides,  the  necessity  of  meclin^ 
together  once  or  twice  a  year,  for  the 
business  of  appointing  the  constable, 
would  be  of  great  use.  He  wished  to  see 
the  countrv  placed  under  a  constitutional 
police,  and  not  under  one  of  a  military 
character.  In  ren>ect  to  the  causes  of 
the  disturbances,  ne  had  wished  to  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  fulfy  discussing 
them.  He  allowed  the  Catholic  questior 
had  no  immediate  connexion  with  the 
disturbances ;  but  still  he  felt  convinced 
that  thev  might  be  traced  as  having  their 
foundation  in  that  spirit  of  hostilitj  to 
English  law  which  flowed  from  the  first 
introduction  of  the  Penal  code.  The 
people  of  Ireland  felt  as  Irishmen,  rather 
tiian  as  Catholics,  in  respect  to  thb  Code; 
it  kept  alive  constant  discontent,  and  the 
firm  conviction  of  his  mind  was^  that  not 
one  or  all  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
suggested  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  Ireland  would  ever  avail, 
unless  the  complete  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics  was  made  the  foundation  of 
them. 

Sir  J.  Newport  rose  to  repl^,  and  said, 
that  after  the  explanation  which  had  been 
given  on  part  of  government,  and  parti- 
cularly after  the  pledge  whidi  had  been 
given  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  attor- 
ney»general  for  Ireland,  who  had  thrown 
oil  upon  the  troubled  waters,  that  mea- 
sures for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  under  the  consideration  of 
government,  he  would  not  press  his  mo- 
tion to  a  division.  He  thouglit  it  neces- 
sary to  deny  that  he  intended,  by  his 
motion,  to  convey  any  reflection  upon  the 
present  government  of  Ireland.  If  the 
motion  had  been  of  such  a  character,  he 
would  have  been  the  last  mair  in  the  House 
to  propose  it.  He  was  happy  that  he  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
sublect,  since  it  had  been  the  occasion  of 
eliciting  a  declaration  of  the  intentions  of 
governmenti  which  appeared  to  him  very 
satisfactory. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 


Digitized  by 


t^oip 


EX 


INDEX 

TO    VOL,   VI. 
NEW  SERIES. 

INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORD& 


AddroM  OB  tbe  Ring's  Speech  at  the  Opening  of 

the  Setifton,  1. 
*^grlcnltuna  Distress,  449^  555,  681,  915»  lf78. 

%owrd  of  Adoiiraltj  Qoornm  Bill,  1363,  1581. 
BrankfiMt  Powder,  99f,  1400. 

Civil  Listt  and  Allowanoes  to  Foreign  Bfinislers, 
1279. 

Hant,  Bfir. ;  Trentaent  of,  1166. 


Ilchester  giol,  1166. 
Inland,  9S,  185, 
Irish  InsurrecUon  Bill,  185. 
Irish  Tjlhes,  1166. 

NsTj  Fife  Per  CenU  Bill,  10S9, 
Roasted  Wheat,  991  1400. 
Tjthes,  1166. 


INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Address  on  the  Ring's  Speeeh  at  the  Opening  of  the 

Sesslun,  19,  109. 
Accessories  in  Felonies,  1457. 
Adniraltj ;  Lords  of  the,  866. 
Agrioultoral   Distrets,   96,  S79,   345,   S50,  454, 

46«,  509,  557,   558,   918,   985,   140«.  1406, 

1454,  1466. 
Amy  Estimates,   895,   920,  978,    1178,    1315, 

1241,  1579. 

Banks  of  Bngfand  and  Ireland,  992. 

Barracks,  1590. 

Beer  Trade,  1458. 

Board  of  Control,  1120. 

Brssils ;  Consul  General  of,  1467. 

Breach  of  Prinlege,  281,  644,  1175. 

Bread ;  Sale  of,  1452. 

Breaktet  Powder,  1509. 

Canada;  Distrestin,  1075. 
Ci?il  Officers  Pension  Bill,  755. 
Collection  of  the  ReTcnne,  1048. 
Colonial  Trade  Bill,  1414. 
Commissariat,  1590. 
ConstitntionsI  Association,  1310. 
Control,  Board  of,  1120. 


Distressed  SUte  of  the  Country,  220,  558.  , 
Distributors  of  Stamps,  279. 
Dotiesou  Tallow  and  Candles,  1206. 

Flanagan,  Thomas ;  Petition  firom,  281. 
Funeral  of  Her  late  Miyesty,  925. 

Gaol  DeUvery,  1316. 
Grenada;  Distress  In,  1200. 

Hawkers,  Pedlars,  and  Haokaey  Coach  Licenses, 

747. 
Hunt,  Mr. Henry;   Treatment  of,  151,  510,  749, 

862,  891,  1077,  1251,  1569. 

Ilchesler  Gaol,   151,  510,  749,  862,  891,  1077, 

1251,  1369. 
Interest;  Rale  of,  1402. 
Ireland;  Stale oi;  104,  16^  1469. 
Irish  Insurrection  Bill,  163. 
Rnightsbridge  Barracks,  159,  801. 

Letters  addieised  by  or  to  Sfembers,  281,  644. 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  866. 

Malt  Duty  Repeal  Bill,  1187. 
Manslaughter,  1458, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mtrriage  Act  Amandmont  Bill,  13S6. 
MftrriagM  of  UniUmo  DiMentert,  1460. 
Middletez  CooDtjr  Court,  1374. 
Matiny  Bill,  1063. 


Navy  Estimatef,  455,  619,  T83,  666,  $83,  1190, 

1428,  1238. 
Navj  Fife  Per  CeoU,  663,  894,  997,  1011. 

Officers  PeDiioB  Bill,  753. 

Openiog  of  Letters,  addressed  bj  or  to  Meobers, 

281,  644. 
Ordnance  EstioMtes,  1264,  1362. 

PostOflce»  990,  1433. 
Post  Master  General,  1082. 
Poblie  AooooDts,  1114v  146<4 

Qaeen;  Foaeral  of  tbe  late,  923. 

Refomi  of  Parltament,  1371. 
Ref  enue ;  GoUeotion  of  the  1048. 
Roasted  Wheat,  1309. 
Ronan  Catholio  Peeri.  1387. 
Roneo,  Csptain ;  Petition  of,  1252. 


INDEX. 

Royal  SooU  Bargbs;  Slate  ot,  519,  SOOl 

SaltTVis,  837. 

Saring  Banks,  455. 

Scotch  Jaries  in  Criminal  Cases,  917. 

Sootob  Comiuisiary  Courts,  458. 

ScoU  Burghs ;  State  of,  519,  800. 

Secret  Ser?ioe  Money,  1430. 

Se(S6aas  Meetings  Amendaient  Bill,  916. 

Sheriffs  Depute  in  Scotland,  1384. 

Sinking  Fond,  863. 

SUve  Trade  Laws  Consolidation  Bill^  278. 

Stamps;  Distribntors  of,  279. 

SUIe  of  the  Country,  220,  558. 

Soperannoation  Act  Amendment  Bill,  10l5w 


Tallow  and  Candles,  1206. 


Vagrant  Acts 


BUI,  1047,  1382. 


Waithman,  Mr.  Sheriff ;  Outrage  oommitled  ^  tW 

Military  on,  159,  801. 
Wilson,  Sir  Robert ;  his  Disminal  from  tbe  Armj^ 

28i. 


INDEX  OF  NAMESUHOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Blesington,  Earl  o(  19,  188,  1173. 
Buckingham,  Dmloe  oi;  !|094  7^  744. 

Caltborpe,  Lord,  189,  452. 
Camden,  Marquis,  192. 

Daore,  Lord,  741. 

Damley,  Earl  of,  190,  1166,  1381. 

DeTonsUre,  Ddkoof,  1166. 

Eldon,  Earl  of,  are  Lord  Chlkneellor. 
Ellenborottgh,  Lord,  95,  192,  734,  1046,  \$09. 
Erskine,  Lord,  915. 

Grey,  Earlj  1043,  1278. 

Harrowby,  Ecrlof,  745,  1045,  t38f. 
Holland,  Lord,  95,  196,  1298,  1382. 

King,  Lord,  96,  189,  731,  1279. 


Lansdown,   Marqnn  of,  8,   94»  210,   718,  992L 

1046,  1169,  14O0. 
Limerick,  Earl  of,  117S. 
Urerpool,  Earl  of,  13,  94,  185,  217,  689,  10S9, 

1168,  1278,  1291,  1382. 
Lord  Chaooellor,  (EUon),  1042. 

Melfille,  Visooanl,  1368,  1381. 

RideiAUe,  Lord,  195,  746. 

]EM>den,  Earl  of,  S. 

Stanbope,  Earl,  555,  681. 
Stffield,  Lord,  449. 

Walsingham,  Lord,  7. 
Wellington,  Boke  of,  108. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES— HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


AberetombsF,  Hell.  Jattei,  134, 1510, 1386. 
Altborp,  Visoount»  558,  875, 869,  913. 
Arbutbnot.  Rigbt  Hon.  Charles,  1174^  1176,  1177, 

1263,  1390. 1395,  1398, 1399. 
Astell,  William,  87. 


Attorney  General*  [Sir  Robert  GUSord}  tSSy  t99t 
652,  1010^  1324. 

Bankes,  Henry,  588,  680, 771,  86dt  1027, 1095. 
Bankes,  Geofge,  829. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


B«tboril«  Riglit  Hoa.  Charlei  BnggO|  8T,  155,  C6%. 
Bennet,  Hon.  fieorj  Grey,   155>  262,  321,  347, 

^15,  63ft,  648,  650,  752.  774,  8^,  8&8,  89). 

912,923.  1035,  1063,  1071.  1072,  Ms*,  1186. 

1233.    1243,   1251,    1372.    1376,   1396,  1399, 

1449.  1454.  U57,  1458, 1459; 
BeneU,  Johir,  87, 472,  853»  1075,  T21^,  1404,1454. 
Benml,  Ralph,  652,  793,  863,  874,  1180,  1194, 

1196,1367,1376. 
Binning,  Lord,  549, 1162. 
Bright,  tfenry,  183/  680,  852,  1069,  1206,  1367, 

1390,  1429. 
BroaghaB,  H01117, 45,  88>  99,  139, 140,  t20,  272,, 

282, 913, 400,  444,  654, 794, 857, 1459. 
BroWof,  D.  196. 
BnrdoU,  Sir  Fraocia,  26,  131^  152, 18|,  335,  547, 

1067. 
Borrall,  SIrChariM,  853,  1179. 
Baltar,  Hon.  Gi  H.,  180. 
Botterworth,  JoKf^h,  835,1430. 
Bazton,  Tbomat  Powell,  1077,  lt60,  ir89, 1426. 

Caloraft,  John,  74, 176,  266, 837,  9r8,  1038,  1119, 

1186,1189,1433,1456. 
CaWerl,  K.^320, 14S2,  1464>  1487. 
Calrert,  John,  936.  .        .      ,     ' 

Caniung,  Right  Hon.  George,  1145,  1387. 
Cavendiah,  Colonel,  343,  974. 
Chancellor  #f  the  Exebequer  [Right  Hon.  Ifkholatf 

Vansiltarl]  70, 76.  77,  606v  663.  680,  844,  864„ 

866,  894,  1015, 1119,.  I396y  1404,  1433,  1469, 

1465. 
Chetwynd,  George,  1047, 1322, 1383. 
Clerk,  Sir  G.  643, 794,  1 1 98. 
CUto,  Robert,  19.  . 

Cockbum,  Sir  George,  642, 873,  936,  1191, 1195, 

1197,1199,1230. 
Coffin,  Sir  liaac,  157,  320,  346,  642,  847,  875, 

975, 1060, 1066, 1076,  1  111,  1192, 1242. 
Coke,  T.  W.  96,  984, 
Cole,  Sir  C.  875. 

Coplej,  Sir  Joha,  tee  Soliokor  Geaenl^ 
Coortanay,  WitliaiD,  1065, 1372* 
Coartenay,  ThoBBaa,  1130. 
Creevey,  ThoMa,  753,  782,   1072,  1190,.  1163, 

1264, 1365, 1367. 
Croker.  J.  W.  621,634,  640,  648,  788,1192, 1199, 

1195. 
Corteh,  E.  J.  280. 
Cnrlis,  Sir  William,  805. 
Curweo,  John  Chriatiao,  102,455,469,848,1206. 

Davenport,  Davies,  469,  843. 

PaTiea,  Colonel,  77,  180,  444,  ^97,  1(U8,  1062, 

1066, 1180,  1220, 1221,  1242, 1244. 
IHwsoB,  G.  129. 
Do  Cretpigny,  Sir  W.  1037. 
Denitdn,  J.  W.  557,  916,.  1092. 
Dennan,  Thoniaa,  150,  181,  184,  660,  822,  893, 

976.  '  . 

DiokinM>n,   William,    156.    750,  753,  863,  892,' 

1080, 1321.  1370,  1373. 
Drummond,  Home,  1334,  1337; 


DoBCombe,  Williani,  23. 
Diiiidas,W.461. 

BbrinfCon,.Lord^  138. 

Bgeiton,  W.  852. 

ElKce^  Echrand,   ^0,  343,  498,  672,  888,  1004* 

1013,  1075, 1 182, 1192, 1^200, 1276,  1436, 14549 

1464. 
HlfUk  tlottM,  1537. 
EUia«j#Cathberl,  875. 

Fergiuaon,  Sir  Rolaod,,d90, 553»  914, 1 177. 
Vb1keilMe»Viicoaat,  169« 
Forbea,  Charlea,  552,  1262, 1263. 
Fremaolle,  W.  1093,  ]  231 . 

Omkofmr  Isaac,  850, 91<0, 943, 11 8«. 

Gifford,  Sir  Robert,  fee  Attorney  Gfonenl; 

Gippa,  George,  87,  853. 

Goooh,  Thomas,  346, 462,  876,  9^3,  9(t9, 

GoBsett,  Colonel,  9ST,  1242. 

Goolbonk,  Henry,  1267,  1478. 

Grant,  Right  Hon.  Charlea,  f36, 15*00.' 

Grattan,  Jametf,  36, 130, 1551^ 

Grenlell  Fascoe.  864,  876,  894,  895,  993,  996, 

1005,  1014, 1466. 
Gurney,  Hodson,  995,  1090, 1457,  1469. 

Handley,  Henry,  850. 

Hamilt0%  LonI  Arehteld^  91,  458,  46i,  51^.654, 
801,1386. 

Hardioge,  Sir  H.  914,  982^  1179, 1249,  1379. 

Hunrey,  Sir  Sfiab.jL316,  14051 

Heygale,  Alderman,  852,  894. 

Hobhoose,  John  Cam,  32, 157,.  34e,  649^,  8O0i  86#, 
892,  990, 1234,  1431. 

Horrocks,  Samuel,  658. 

Home,  Joseph,  47,  101,  136,  279,280,331,  445, 
455,510,  518.  545,  558^  6l9,  634,  64^,  747, 
750,  784,  836,  866,  883,  890,  898,  903^  920, 
923,  938,  978,  990,  1913,  103},  1058,  1064, 
1066,  1073,  1082,  1119,  1178,  1180,  1194, 
1193,  119i,  1198,  1199,  l2l6;  X22t,  1223, 
1224,  1226,  1228,  1229,  1888^  1241,  1245. 
1246,  1247,  1250,  I26T,  1«65,  1270,  1277, 
1362,  1371,  1374,  1379.  1380,  1393,  1397, 
1427,  1430,  1467. 

Hurst,  R.  1383.    . 

Hoskisaon,  Right  Hon.  W.  84,  4l7,  606,  1006, 
1013.1187,1405. 

Hutchinson,  Hon.  C.  H.  42, 117, 179,  1258. 

James,  William,  282,  64-1, 662,  1232. 

Jones,  Mr.  509. 

Kennedy,  T.F.  551,917. 

KnatchbnII,  Sir  Edwird,  87,  90,  98,  857, 1322. 

Lamb,  Hon.  WUliam,  17&,  834^  975. 
Lamb,  Hon.  George,  1177. 
Lambton,  John  George,  314, 331,  344,  H^U  1236. 
=  Lenttard,  T.  B.  92,  753,  985, 1^374. 
Lethbridge.  Sir  Thomas,  86,  157,  513^  519,  751, 

853, 1079, 1404.  > 
Iioris,  FmnlLland,  1442. 
Lejcester,  Ralph,  847, 1320. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


LHtollM,  B.  J.  859,  875,  1383. 

LooUMrt,  JobD,  100, 175,454,  509, 516,  893, 917. 

LoMlowlerrj,  Marqob  of,  39,  44,  78,  104,  144, 

1*0,  168,  180,  859,  3«3,  350,  506,  658,  T79, 

798,  853,  864,  865,  876,  889,  963,  985,  989, 

1038,  1108,   1175,   U84,  1959,  1163,    1«65, 

1325,  1430, 1431, 1451,  1457. 
Long,  Sir  ClMrlet,  1060, 1991. 
Lofd  AdfooUe  orSootiaiid  [Sir  W.  Rm],  460,  54f, 

aOO,  917,  1386. 
LMhiBftoB,  SteplMi  RnaboM,  101,  1003,  1058, 

1118,  1939, 1310,  1464. 
LmliingtM,  Dr.  171,978,  S43,  893,  949,   IdlO 

1315,  1394. 
Ljgoa,  CoIomI,  806. 

Ifaberiy,  lobs,  553,  678,  060,  865,  999,  ilU, 

1189, 1185,  1463. 
MabtriyWilUuD,  1119. 
MMdonM,J«D«»985. 
MMUDtotli,  Sir  JuiM,  1103,  1956. 
MaMing,  WilliMi,  486,  996, 1014,  1403. 
HuMiold,  Joha,  1934. 
Bfwryat,  JuMt,  99,  874,  1098,  1073,  1900,  1367, 

1495, 1434. 
MtftiD,J.857. 
lUrUo,«rB.  1194,1197. 
Moock,  J.  a  995, 1010, 1405. 
MoDtgotMrie,  Sir  1. 1386. 
Ifoofv,  P«w,  863, 1038, 1967, 1989,  1439. 
MooBlchwIet,  Iiord,  119. 
MMvport,  Sir  Jolm,  45,  77,  119,  163,  891,  461, 

508,909,  993,  1110,  1119,  1373,  1390,  1399, 

1465,  1469, 1556. 
MiflabgaU,  Sir  11^1066. 
MoffMoby,  U>rd,  846,  1069,  llll»  1^5. 
Nofwl,  Lord,  345. 

0*Oradj,  Captaio,  196,  919. 
Ommmj,  Sir  F.  851. 
Onflow,  Mr.  SeijoMt,  1409. 
OriMm,  Sir  John,  866,  1939. 

Mtter,  ChMiet  FjiIm,  1379, 1433. 

PalneriUNi,  VUooiiAt,  91,  909,  991,  895,  901, 

981, 1071. 1184, 1915, 1918,  1997,  1941, 1943, 

1946, 1951. 
PmeU,  Sir  Hmy,  130, 794, 1463, 1554. 
Pevfe,  ioha,  999,  l406. 
Peel,  Mr.  SeoreUry,  981,  491,  647,  814,  859, 945> 

1060,  1097,   1165,   1937,  1318,  1386,  1454, 

1551. 
Petl,  WUIian,  979. 
PhiUpH  George,  1915,  1499. 
PkUUMora,  Dr.  847, 1163, 1396. 
PlnokeU,  Right  Hoo.  W.  C.  1387, 1339,  1541. 
Price,  Robert,  949, 581. 


Ridley,  Sir  Mattbfw  Wbile,  867,  881,  1038,  1291, 

1374,  1389.  . 

RobintoD,  Rlgbt  Hon.  Frederick,  76,  564,  885, 

1088,1911,1414. 
Rtiiaell,  Lord  Jobs,  571,  1173, 1176,  1177,  1959< 


a,  J.  C.  558. 
Riotido,  Dtfid,  87,  970,  455,  479,  679,  794,  919, 

994,  1076, 1119,  1913, 1434, 1445, 1454. 
Rice,  IVw.  Spriiig,  191, 150,  180, 1487. 


Sctflett,  Jmm,  893,  917, 918. 

Sebright,  Sir  Jobs,  86,  851,  879,  880, 1091. 

Shelley,  Sbr  Joho,  464,  1 186. 

Smith,  AlderMO,  C.  1091. 

Smith,  Joba,  850. 

Smith,  W.  799,   869,  lOlO,  1076,  1183,  1945, 

1393,  1399,  1499,  1434,  1460. 
Smith,  R.  1183,  1949,  1945, 1399. 
Solicitor  Geoerd  [Sir  iobo  Copley],  159,   184, 

513,   517,    1019,    1065,    1089,    1988,    1319, 

1977. 
Somenet,  Loid  O^  1979. 
Sotberon,  Admiral,  874. 
Spedcer,  The.  [Right  Hoo.  C.  H.  SvtIeB],  518, 

944,  1079,  1176,  1994,  1971, 
Studey,  Loid,  646. 
Stout  Wortley,  lobq,  05,  477,  860,  1099,  l099i 

1^,  1494.  ^ 
Somaer,  Holme,  1091. 
Svtkm,  Right  He«.  C  Mumtn,  mBfmker. 
Syteg»  Daaiel,  487,  1911,  1995. 

Taylor,  Miebeel  Angelo,  759. 

Tkmtf,  Right  Hon.  George,  81,  591,  864,  865, 

998,  1019,  1141,  1388,  1458. 
Tkenob,  CoI«mI,  1067,  1079. 
Twim,  Horaoe,  935. 

Uzbridge,  Lord,  944. 

Vansitlart,  Right  Hon.  NIohoUs,  me  Chancellor  of 

the  Ezobequer. 
Vifian,  Sir  H.  909. 

Wmid,  Robert,  1965,  1974. 

Warn*  J.,  750,  913,  1037. 

Warrender,  fir  George,  457,  875. 

Wetlem,  C.  0. 1316,  1404,  1449. 

Wetbeiell,  Cbariee,  1064. 

Whitnore,  W.  577. 

Wilberforee,  W.  1495. 

Wilbrabam,  Rootle,  917. 

Williams,  William,  678,  1007,  1065,  1367. 

Wilmot,  R.  J.,  584,910,999,  1076,  1906,  1955, 

1364,  1366. 
WUioo,  Sir  Robert,  989,  930,  941,  659, 749, 863, 

1077,  1999,  1958,  1909,  1369,  1459. 
WilaoB,  Thomaa,  586,  679,  857,  996,  1914. 
Wodehooae,  R.,  100,  980,  465. 
Wood,  Mr.  Alderman,  151,  981,  801,  897,  891. 
Wood,  Colonel,  908,  1064,  1065,  1389,  1398. 
Wyno,  Sir  W.  W.,  1404. 
Wynn,  C.  W.  W.,  659,  899,  1037,  1108,  1161, 

1177,  1999,  19^44,  1458,  1459. 
Yorke.  Sir  Joseph,  457,1092,  1190,  1193,1198» 

1940. 


END  OF  VOL.  VI. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 

■ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


